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Forgiveness 

in Various Aspects 

PSALM CXXX. 3-4. 

"IF Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 
Lord, who shall stand ? But there is for-

giveness with Thee that Thou m vest be feared." 

I want to speak to-night on the forgiveness of 
sins—a simple and elementary subject, but one 
that addresses itself to every man. All men 
may not care to face the subject of the forgive-
ness of sins. Alas ! we know there are some 
that will continue to neglect it, and so will 
never receive it. The Lord Jesus speaks of 
such three times in the eighth chapter of John's 
gospel. He says to the unbelieving Jews : " I go 
my way, and ye shall seek Me and shall die in 
your sins : whither I go, ye cannot come." And 
again, " I said therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins : for if ye believe not that I am 
He, ye shall die in your sins." Solemn words 
those ! 

Is there a confirmed unbeliever here, a deter-
mined Christ rejecter, one who denies that 
Jesus is the Son of God ? Solenin thought— 
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you will die in your sins ! It is a solemn thing 
to die. Death is never a light thing, even the 
death of a saint of God, where all is marked by 
the sense of victory, and you know their de-
parture is " to be with Christ, which is far 
better." As you stand around even such a 
death-bed, there is a hush on everyone's spirit. 
But to see a man or woman dying in their 
sins--who can describe it ? 

Is there one here to-night, a persistent 
rejecter of Christ? You have got to die. What 
is before you, I pray? You must leave this 
world. Where are you going ? I ask it in all 
solemnity—is it to be with Christ ? Impossible, 
for you are still in your sins, and of such He 
says, " Whither I go, ye cannot come." For 
you there is only the dark, outside place, where 
the rejecters of Christ are cast. But, while I 
speak thus, thank God, forgiveness of sins waits 
upon every man. I care not who the man may 
be—the most advanced saint that ever lived, 
be he a Paul or a John—he entered the path-
way of Christianity by the door of forgiveness, 
and forgiveness of sins waits on every man, and 
all men need it, " For there is no difference 
for all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God." 

Now I want, if possible, to look at forgive-
ness in five ways. First, the necessity 1-)r it. 
Then the source of it. Then a word or two as 
to the basis of it. Then the scope and extent of 

	

it. 	And last of all, the eternal character of it. 
Before I say a word in regard to the necessity 

for it, I would lke to ask you, what do you 
think sin is ? I do this, because there are many 
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ideas and many standards current amongst men 
in regard to sin. What is sin ? I would rather 
scripture answered that question than myself. 
" The thought of foolishness is sin " (Prov. 
xxiv. 9). Did you ever have a foolish thought, 
my boy, my girl ? It is sin. " All unrighteous-
ness is sin " (r John v. 17). Who has not 
committed an unrighteous act ? Such an act 
is sin. " Whatsoever is not of faith is sin " 
(Romans xiv. 23). "Sin is lawlessness" (t John 
iii. 4). I think that is the correct translation 
of the passage. What is lawlessness ? Pleasing 
yourself. 

Did you ever please yourself ? " Oh," you 
say, " many a time." 

That is sin. The first act of sin ever com-
mitted in this world, w hat was it ? It was not, 
as men estimate things, a very drastic thing. 
It was a woman pleasing herself. Sin is 
pleasing yourself. That explains a passage in 
the Proverbs (Prov. xxi. 4), " The plowing of 
the wicked is sin." Every time a farmer goes 
forth in his sins and turns a furrow, he is adding 
anoth€ r sin to the list. And that mechanic—
every time he saws a board or drives a nail, if 
he is without God, he is adding to his sins. 
Why ? He is doing it independently of God. 
" Sin is lawlessness." 

Sin can only be measured by the holiness of 
God, because every sin is a sin against God. 
David recognised that in the fifty-first Psalm. 
He had committed two of the worst sins in the 
catalogue, adultery and murder, but conscience-
stricken, 'his thoughts rise to God in regard of 
those sins. He does not think of Bath-sheba 
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and Uriah. No! "Against Thee," he slys, 
"Thee only, have I sinned and done this evil in 
Thy sight." Sin can only be measured by the 
holiness of God. I know that men make their 
standards for sin. They talk about Sins venial, 
and sins that are not venial, but in doing so 
they only expose their folly, for they minimise 
the character of sin and degrade the holiness of 
God. You say, If these things be true, you 
leave no standing room for any man. That is 
true, and it is exactly what the P.-;a1rnist says 
in the scripture I read, " If Thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall 
stand?" Job had learned this. He says (Job ix.), 
" If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall 
condemn me : if I say, I am perfect, it shall 
also prove me perverse." 

And again, " I am afraid of all my sorrows, 
I know that Thou wilt not hold me innocent. 
If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain ? If 
I wash myself with snow-water and make my 
hands never so clean ; yet shalt Thou plunge 
me in t:.e ditch, and mine own clothes shall 
abhor me;" 

The Psalmist says (Psalm xc. 8), " Thou hast 
set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins." 
Young man, young woman, how about those 
secret sins—a great mass of which you have 
committed ? They are not public ; they are 
secret ; but there they are ! God has set them 
before Him. " Thou hast set . . . our secret 
sins in the light of Thy countenance." " Who 
can say," the writer of the Proverbs says, " I 
have made my heart clean, I am pure from 
my sin ?" 
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You have got to face the truth of this sooner 
or later. Why not face it now ? Before I was 
converted 	say it soberly), I had committed 
enough sins to send me to hell a thousand times, 
and any man honest with himself would admit 
the same thing. Some proud Pharisee who 
prides himself on being better than others 
might deny it. But let him come up here! Let 
us examine him ! What is that spot on his 
forehead ? Oh ! you say, you are talking in 
parables. I am. 

In Israel's camp, that vast host of three 
millions of people, in the midst of which God 
pitched His tabernacle, and where God, on that 
account insisted on the most rigid cleanliness, 
if a man developed a whitish reddish sore on 
his forehead, he was a marked man. He migl t 
never have seen the spot. I do not suppose 
mirrors were as common then as now. He 
might never have felt a twinge of pain from it, 
but someone else had seen it and to the priest 
he must go. If the priest discerned it as a 
leprous spot, he had to go outside the camp—
for one leprous spot, never seen nor felt. And you, 
even though ignorant of your sin, are exposed to 
your neighbours. They know you are a sinner, 
and above all, you cannot hide it from God. 

Is there a man or woman here who would 
dare to stand up and say they had never com-
mitted one sin'? I tremble for you if you do. 
It only proves you to be one of the biggest 
sinners on the face of the earth, for it says, " If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him 
(God) a liar, and His word is not in us " 
(1 John i. 1o). For one sin Adam lost the 
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garden of Eden. For one sin Moses was for-
bidden to enter the land of Canaan. And, if you 
die, with one sin on your soul unpardoned, 
heaven's gates are closed against you for ever ! 
Very simple ministry this, you say. Yes, very 
simple. I want to speak so that the youngest 
may understand. 

Why, even the law of Moses proved all men 
to be sinners. There were ten " words " in that 
law. What was the bent of it ? Forbidding 
certain overt acts only ? No ! It did more than 
that. Had it been a question of overt acts only, 
Paul could have stood before the law. " Thou 
shalt not kill." He had not killed. " Thou 
shalt not commit adultery." He had not done 
that. " Thou shalt not steal." He bad not 
stolen. " Honour thy father and thy mother." 
He had been a dutiful son. He could stand up 
before the first nine " words " of the law and 
say, " Not guilty." He says, " I was alive 
without the law once : but when the command-
ment came, sin revived and I died." What 
commandment does he refer to ? The tenth. 
What is the tenth ? Thou shalt not lust. That 
commandment did not forbid an overt act. It 
went deeper than that. It forbade the least 
movement in a man's soul in regard of what 
was evil. The sting of the law was in the tail. 
There it was ! " Thou shalt not covet (or lust). 
But you might as well say to a strong, healthy 
man, " Thou shalt not breathe," as say to a 
fallen child of Adam, " Thou shalt not lust." 
It searches out every man, and it exposed the 
most righteous man that had ever lived on earth. 
He stood before that law. He could run down 
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the first nine " words " of it and say, I am still 
a living man. They do not condemn me. But 
when he came to the tenth, it exposed him. 
" Sin revived." He was a dead man. 

Years ago, in this city, a gentleman said to 
his little boy, " Willy, go to your mother and 
ask her to make you tidy, and I will take you 
to Lincoln Park to see the bears." liy-and-bye 
Willy came back and said " I'se ready." His 
father said, " I am busy and cannot take you 
just yet. Go and play a bit." Soon his father 
called him and said, " I am ready now, Willy, 
hut your face is dirty." " No," said Willy, 
" I'se clean." So his father just took him and 
held him before the mirror. There it was. He 
saw his own face. What is the law ? It was 
like a mirror. " By the law is the knowledge 
of sin." Who is there, man, woman, boy or girl, 
in this room, but who, if they looked at that law 
would have to admit their need of forgiveness ? 

Well now, a word in regard to the source of 
forgiveness. What can be more delightful to a 
man preaching forgiveness than to trace it up 
to its source ? The mighty rivers that cross 
this and other continents, carrying with them 
life and refreshment, have mostly been traced 
to their source. There may be some the source 
of which is difficult to find ; but I thank God 
that the stream of forgiveness can be traced up 
to its source—right up to the heart of the 
blessed God ! 

I remember many years ago, when I had not 
been long converted, that I was thrown in con-
tact with rather a remarkable man in the city 
where I lived. He had been a clergyman in 
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the Church of England. I doubt very much if 
he had been converted at that time, for he had 
given way to drink and was degraded from his 
office; but a young fellow, a friend of mine, 
was used of God in blessing to this man, and 
unquestionably he was brought to the Lord, 
He had a remarkable grip of the truth. I fancy 
he had been in touch with the truth, far beyond 
the position he had previously held, for many a 
time there come back to me things he used to 
say, and I have wondered where he got them 
from. Well, God greatly blessed that man. 
I often had the privilege of having meetings 
with him and preachings in the open air. 

The last Sunday night he spent on earth, I 
remember standing with him at a certain street 
corner in our city preaching the gospel. He 
spoke on a most remarkable scripture--" It is 
expedient for you that I go away." I thought 
it a strange text to preach the gospel from, but 
he spoke very touchingly upon it. Before I 
bade him good-night, we arranged for certain 
meetings in the week (for although both in 
business we laboured together during the week), 
but I was never to have those meetings with 
him. The next morning a telephone message 
reached me, saying, " Come as quickly as you 
can to Mr. D." I went to the office where he 
was employed and saw him lying on a couch, 
death stamped on his face. He said to me in 
a very nervous kind of manner he used to have, 
" I am going to die." " Oh," I said, " my dear 
brother, you can't be going to die. I could not 
spare you." -" Yes," he said, " I am going to 
die." He gave a few brief details in regard to 
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his burial, and then he said, " If they put a 
tombstone over my grave, have them inscribe 
on it these words : 

' A monument of grace, a sinner saved by 
blood, 

A stream of love I trace up to the fountain-
God ; 

And in that stream my soul can see 
Eternal thoughts of love to me.'" 

We got him to the hospital, but he passed 
away the next day. That hymn-writer and that 
dear man who repeated those words had navi-
gated the stream of forgiveness right up to the 
fountain-head. Have you? How beautifully 
the Psalmist does it here. " If Thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquity, 0 Lord, who shall 
stand ? " But he says, " There is forgiveness 
with Thee ! " Is not that wonderful ? The very 
God in whose presence you have no standing 
room ! He is the forgiving God. "There is 
forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayest be feared." 

Micah puts it thus : " Who is a God like unto 
Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by 
the transgression of the remnant of His heri-
tage ? He retaineth not His anger for ever, 
because He delighteth in mercy. He will turn 
again, He will have compassion upon us; He 
wil' subdue our iniquities ; and Thou wilt cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea." 

It is God's prerogative to forgive. I know 
that by the way He teaches me to act towards 
my brother. You know what Peter says in the 
eighteenth of Matthew. " Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him ? 
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till seven times ? " Jesus saith unto him, " I say 
not unto thee, until seven times : but Until 
seventy times seven." I am not a great man for 
numbers, but there is a wonderful sum for you 
to work out in regard to the limit to which you 
can go in forgiveness. Seven times seven, 
multiplied by ten. And in the gospel of Luke 
(ch. xvii.) the Lord says to the disciples, " If 
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him ; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he tres-
pass against thee seven times in a day, and 
seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, 
I repent ; thou shalt forgive him." And at 
once the apostles say to Him, " Increase our 
faith." What did they mean ? It was as if 
they said, Let us look into the heart of the 
blessed God. It is too much for us; too big for 
us. We are not equal to it, but let us get 
nearer to the heart of God, that the grace and 
forgiveness that streamed from His heart to us 
might flow from us to our brother. 

Well now, a word as to the basis of forgive-
ness. God must have a righteous basis if He is 
going to forgive sins. 

There is a remarkable scripture in the thirty-
fourth chapter of Exodus, a scripture which 
puzzled me for years, but I do not think any-
body could ever have peace with God unless 
they understood, at least, the principle of it, 
and I am sure the scripture is inexplicable apart 
from the cross. It refers to the second time 
Moses received the tables from the hand of 
Jehovah. 

You remember the first time he came down 
from the mount (Exodus xxxii.) ; the people 
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had made the golden calf, and when Moses came 
ne u- and saw it and the people dancing about 
it, he brake the tables beneath the mount. He 
acted intelligently. Had he brought them into 
the camp the whole congregation must have 
perished. Then he returns to the Lord and 
offers to die for the people, all of which is 
beautifully suggestive of Christ. 

Then in the next chapter Moses says, " Show 
me now Thy way," and again, " Show me Thy 
glory," and the Lord says, " I will make all my 
goodness to pass before thee, and I will proclaim 
the name of the Lord before thee ; and will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And 
he said, Thou canst not see my face : for there 
shall be no man see Me and live. And the Lord 
said, Behold there is a place by Me, and thou 
shalt stand upon a rock : and it shall come to 
pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put 
thee in a clift or the rock, and will cover thee 
with My hand while I pass by, and I will take 
away Mine hand, and thou shalt see my back 
parts : but my face shall not be seen." 

To have seen the face of God then was death. 
It is death now if you do not see His face ! 
Have you seen the face of God ? With unveiled 
face we behold the glory of the Lord, and the 
beholding of that face is life. It effects trans-
formation in you and life to others. Paul says, 
" Death worketh in us, but life in you." But 
I must not linger here. 

Then the Lord descended in the cloud and 
stood with Moses and proclaimed the name of 
the Lord. Now mark ! This is the point I had 
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specially before me : " The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin." And what then ? "And that will by 
no means clear the guilty." You say, a flat con-
tradiction ! That first part is music to my ears. 
Repeat it. I will. " The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering." Oh, 
you say, that is just the kind of a God I want 
to have to do with ! "Abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin." 
Yes ! And then ? "And that will by no means 
clear the guilty." Here is an apparent paradox, 
which can only be, explained in the light of the 
cross of Christ ; but in the understanding of 
that apparent paradox you will have a basis laid 
in your soul by which you can understand the 
righteousness of God, the ground on which He 
is free to forgive the greatest sinner on the face 
of the earth. 

Yes, God delights in mercy, but not in the 
way people oftentimes speak of mercy. A god-
less man dies. You venture the remark, " Ah, 
poor fellow ! I wonder what has become of 
him." " Oh," but people say, " You know God 
is very merciful." What do they mean by that ? 
I will tell you. They think God thinks as lightly 
of sin as they do. That is the common thought 
as to God being merciful. God is merciful, but 
He can overlook nothing. Every sin you ever 
committed must be judged, either in you or in 
Christ. That is what makes the cross so solemn, 
that God can by no means clear the guilty. 
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God must have a righteous basis if he is going 
to forgive sin, and that has been laid in the 
death of Christ. We read in the third of 
Romans, " Whom God bath set forth to be a 
propitiation (or mercy seat) through faith in 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the for-
bearance of God." 

Bear with me while I say a word in regard 
to the mercy seat. It was part of the most in-
teresting piece of the tabernacle furniture, for 
it formed the lid of the ark, and every detail of 
the ark speaks of Christ. On the day of atone-
ment, when th@ bullock and goat were killed, 
the blood of these victims was carried inside by 
the high priest into the holiest, and sprinkled 
seven times before the mercy seat and once on 
the mercy seat. You say, " What is the mean-
ing of that ? " It has been suggested that the 
seven times it was sprinkled before the ark were 
for the eye of man, and the once on the mercy 
seat for the eye of God. I do not doubt that it 
may be so, but I think that that sevenfold 
sprinkling before the ark was the witness 
figuratively that sin had been completely dealt 
with. God had taken up the sin question and 
had put sin away in perfect righteousness, but 
in that one drop of blood on the mercy seat 
there was that which gave man a positive 
standing under the eye of God, in all the moral 
value of the precious blood of Jesus. 

But if the blood was sprinkled inside, what 
was taking place outside ? The remainder of 
the animal (with the exception of the fat and 
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certain parts of the inwards, which were burned 
on the altar of burnt offering) was taken outside 
the c Imp into a clean place and burned. We 
have all the detail mentioned in the type. You 
enquire, "What interest have you in dissecting 
the various parts of it ? " What interest ? A 
most profound interest ! I stand in the presence 
of that victim with holy reverence and adora-
tion. Every bit of it speaks to me of One dearer 
to me than any other in the whole universe—
the One who laid down His precious life to 
bring me back to God. I stand in the presence 
of it and delight to examine the various parts 
of that victim as it is described by the Spirit of 
God in the scriptures. 

We are told first of all that the skin of the 
animal was to be burned. What does t hat speak 
of? Its outward e cellence. We wear furs. 
How beautiful they are. It was the external 
part of the animal. It speaks of the way God 
took account of the outward excellence of Jesus. 
Then there was the flesh. What is that ? That 
blessed, holy flesh that He took in curing into 
the world in manhood. " The Word," we read, 
" was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only-
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth." 
Then the head. That would speak of His abso-
lute and perfect intelligence. How intelligently 
He moved through this world, ever in perfect 
consonance with God—His Head. 

We read in Hebrews, " Who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to 
God." He offered Himself in perfect intelli-
gence, in the power of the Spirit, in the perfect 
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sense of all that was due to God. And the legs. 
These speak of His wondrous pathway. Then 
the inwards. This would speak of all the deep 
moveme•ts and outbreathings of His heart 
toward God, which only came to light after 
His death. And then (hear with me, I speak 
reverently) it even speaks of the dung; that 

hich, commonly speaking, would be offensive. 
It only show; there was nothing about that 
blessed Man, of whom this is a figure, but what 
God could take account of with complacency, 
and yet, perfect as He is, holy as He is, the 
whole victim was taken to the outside place 
and there consumed ! The full weight of divine 
judgment — figuratively — must fall on that 
animal, if the Hood was to be carried inside, 
there to secure the rights of God to come out to 
man to all the infi ite depths of His love and 
grace in the character of a forgiving God. 

It is the solemn fact that God can by no 
means clear the guilty that makes the cross of 
Christ what it is ! I am certain we do not 
dwell sufficiently upon the sufferings of Christ. 
If we dwelt upon them more we would hate sin 
more and love Christ more. How poverty-
stricken I feel when I come to say a word on 
the sufferings of Christ. 

Look at Gethsemane. How solemn it is ! 
And yet, what is Gethsemane ? Terrible as it 
is, it is only Satan and Christ there ; Satan 
allowed of God to do his worst against Christ, 
in pressing in on His holy Spirit all that was 
involved in going to the cross. And how deeply 
He felt it ! In absolute human perfection, He 
shrank from it. With great drops of bloody 
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sweat falling from His body, He cries, "Father, 
if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me : 
nevertheless not My will, but Thine be done." 
And yet, in perfect obedience, He goes forward. 
He goes through the conflict of Gethsemane—
in spite of all -the terriffic pressure—and in 
perfect communion with God ! There is no cloud 
on His Spirit there. He even accepts an angel's 
support. Think of it. I appeal to you! The 
One Who created the universe, there He is in 
weakness and sorrow, accepting the support of 
an angel ! He would have welcomed the sup-
port of the disciples, but they slept. Oh, the 
solemnity of Gethsemane ! Let us stand there 
with unshod feet as we contemplate His 
sorrows, and these only in anticipation of the 
cross. 

Would to God my spirit, would to God your 
spirit, might be touched more deeply with the 
sufferings of Christ ! I repeat it, we would love 
Him more and hate the sin that brought Him 
there with an intensity we have never done 
before. Well, that is the character of Geth-
semane. It is Satan's power Satan and 
Christ. But the Lord goes through it in 
perfect communion. 

But when you come to the three hours of 
darkness at the cross, there is no communion. 
What is it ? Absolute abandonment ! There 
never was such a moment on earth, in heaven, 
or in hell, and in time or eternity there never 
will be. No sinner, no lost soul in the lake of 
fire, will ever taste what Christ tasted on 
Calvary, for a sinner in the lake of fire will 
suffer in regard of sins in which he had pleasure, 
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and he will never fully realise what sin is in 
God's sight. But at Calvary there was one who 
hated sin, Who shrank from it, feeling in per-
fect holiness what sin was to God, yet He 
becomes. the sin offering, and the God " that 
will by no means clear the guilty" must deal 
with Him as though He was the offender, and, 
although He had passed through the sorrows of 
Gethsemane in perfect, unbroken communion, 
with never a cloud across His sky, in the dark 
hours of Calvary's cross there was nothing for 
Him but judgment. Judgment ! Not a ray of 
light; not one drop of comfort in that bitter 
cup. It was that that caused that ci y to burst 
forth : " My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " 

" For once Immanuel's orphaned cry the 
universe hath shaken, 

It went up single, echoless, My God, I am 
forsaken ; 

It went up from the Holy's lips, amid His 
lost creation. 

That of the lost, no son need use these 
words of desolation." 

I see the Saviour there alone, forsaken. No 
angel to strengthen Him. God hiding His face, 
and yet (may I use the language) in the solitary 
dignity of His complete abandonment, great 
enough to support the full \\ eight  of divine 
judgment against sin, and at iniinite cost to 
Himself securing the glory of God. If ever God 
could have passed over sin it would have been 
then, but He has given proof in the eyes of 
every intelligence in the universe the He can 
"by no means clear the guilty." Do you wonder 
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that the glory claimed the One who met the 
claims of the glory ? God has exalted Christ 
to the highest height, for through Him He has 
secured the delight of His heart—the fullest 
title to dispense in perfect righteousness the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Some years ago I read a story about the 
Emperor Nicholas of Russia. One night he 
was restless and at a late hour took a walk 
around by the officers' quarters. He was sur-
prised to see a light at that hour in the officers' 
mess. It attracted him and he went in. Sitting 
at a table was a young officer. He had led a 
wild, dissipated life. He had contracted debts 
which he could never pay, and he knew there 
was nothing before him but disgrace and dis-
missal. All his fellow-officers had retired to 
rest and he was there alone. He had been 
totalling up on a piece of paper the amount of 
his liabilities. They were very great, and, as 
far as he was concerned, meeting them was a 
hopeless question. Broken-hearted and wearied 
with anxiety, he had written with a pencil at 
the foot of the sheet of paper, " Who will pay 
these debts ? And then with tears streaming 
from his eyes, he had put his Lead on his arms 
and fallen asleep, a sleep of sorrow. 
t The Emperor walked down that mess room 
and took in the situation with a glance. The 
pencil lay there. The paper was there. The 
tear stains were there. The Emperor's heart 
was touched. He picked up the pencil and 
beneath that question " Who will pay these 
debts?" he wrote " Nicholas," and passed out. 
Those debts were as good as paid, for there 
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was the r.mperor's word for it. But it cost 
him no sorrow. It did not cost him his son. 
There was no Gethsemane; no Calvary. But 
from the heart of the blessed God to-night 
there flows down by the way of Calvary's cross 
a stream of forgiveness, and at the foot of all 
your terrible liabilities the blessed God can 
subscribe His Name, as we read in Ephesians, 
" Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you." 

Just one word as to the scope and extent of 
forgiveness. Go having raised up Jesus from 
the dead, He addresses Himself to every man as 
a forgiving God. He has not one thought for 
the Jew and another for the Gentile. He has 
not even one thought for the believer and 
another for the unbeliever. He has only one 
thought for every man — FORGIVENESS. 
That is His thought for you. 

You remember the parable in the seventh 
chapter of Luke of a certain creditor who had 
two debtors, the one of whom owed five hun-
dred pence and the other fifty, and when they 
had nothing to pay he frankly forgave them both. 
I never was in business for myself, and con-
sequently never had the misfortune to fail in 
business, but I have the greatest sympathy for 
men that do. Some of them have to do with 
most unreasonable creditors, cruel, exacting 
men, who would take the last drop of blood 
from their poor debtors. And they have my 
sympathy. But if I never failed in business, I 
I failed hopelessly in my responsibilities in 
regard to God, and when God, by His Spirit, 
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blessed Man whom God had raised up, and 
this woman showed her appreciation of Him by 
what she did. I commend Him to you, God's 
Christ, the Head of every man, the One whom 
God has raised from the dead and in whom He 
announces forgiveness to every man. I com-
mend Him to you to-night. Will you have 
Him ? If you will receive Him, you may go 
from this room conscious of this, " Thy sins 
are forgiven . . . Go in peace." Now I have 
spoken very simply. As I said, my desire was 
to help those who need help, in a simple way. 
Once more, in closing, let me commend Christ 
to you. May God bless you. 

H. G. 
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