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A FOREWORD. 

THE writer of the following pages has 
had his attention drawn to a letter by a 
Roman Catholic priest in a local news-
paper, who, in replying to a lady lecturer 
of a strongly protestant type, made the 
following statement : "The inevitable 
conclusion one arrives at is that this 
lady does not possess a Bible. It is only 
what a Catholic would suspect, knowing, 
as he does, that not one Protestant out 
of a hundred has ever seen such a book. 
Millions of mutilated versions of the 
sacred scriptures may be found in the 
hands of our 'separated brethren,' but 
for the genuine, complete, authenticated 
and guaranteed Bible you must come to 
the Catholic Church. And by the Catho-
lic Church I mean simply, solely and 
emphatically, the Church founded by 
Christ on St. Peter . . . of which St. 
Augustine says, 'I would not believe the 
gospel unless moved thereto by the 
authority of the Church." Of this 
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church he had previously said that it 
was "the divinely appointed depositary 
and interpreter of Holy Scripture, the 
ground and pillar of truth, the immovable 
kingdom (Heb. xii. 28), the sure founda-
tion of God." Are these things so ? 

Being in possession of the Douay 
version of the Bible, the Book of God, 
thus singularly accredited and guaranteed 
by men, the writer submits his examina-
tion of the utterances of the guarantors 
(in presenting the holy volume to the 
faithful), to the consideration of serious 
Christians, who, having received light 
from God through the scriptures, know 
from whom they have received it, what-
ever human vessels may have been used 
in the writing of them. 

In contrast to the Bible in common 
use among Protestants, it is to be noticed 
that the Douay version is deformed by 
the addition in the Old Testament of 
uninspired writings, of which the former 
is free, and is accused accordingly of 
being " mutilated." 



THE DOUAY BIBLE. 
REMARKS ON WHAT IS SAID BY AUTHORITY 

IN REGARD TO IT. 

IN the preface to the Douay edition of 
the Bible (1914) it is stated at the outset 
that " The knowledge of what the Bible 
is, and of the place which the sacred 
books hold in the teaching of the Catholic 
Church and in the minds of the faithful, 
is enough in the way of commendation" ; 
and at the close, " The frequent appear-
ance of new editions of the Holy Bible 
is a proof that Catholics are conscious 
of the importance to be attached to 
the doctrine of the Church on this 
subject." 

This is followed by an Encyclical 
Letter of Pope Leo XIII. addressed, not 
indeed as the letters of the New ,Testa-
ment are (as shall be shewn) but, to 
"All Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
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and Bishops of the Catholic world, in 
grace and communion with the Apostolic 
See," by whose interpretation alone the 
Bible is to be understood—the inter-
pretation, that is, of the Catholic Church. 
It will be seen from this Letter that the 
individual reader of scripture is debarred 
from any interpretation whatsoever other 
than that of the Church. 

The inspired letter to the Romans, 
indited by the Holy Spirit, as is ad-
mitted, is addressed (I quote invariably 
from the Douay version) "To all that 
are at Rome, the beloved of God, called 
[to be] saints." The first letter to the 
Corinthians is "To the church of God 
that is at Corinth . . . with all that 
invoke the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in every place of theirs and ours." 
The second letter to the Corinthians is 
"to the church of God that is at 
Corinth, with all the saints that are in 
all Achaia." The Galatian letter is "to 
the churches of Galatia." The Ephesian 
letter is "to all the saints who are at 
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Ephesus and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus." The Epistle to the Philippians 
is addressed to "all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons " ; that to the 
Colossians "To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ Jesus who are at 
Colossa." The Thessalonians are address-
ed as "the church of the Thessalonians." 
The letter of James is "to the twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad " ; the First 
Epistle of Peter is "to the strangers 
dispersed through Pontus," etc. ; the 
second epistle is "to them that have 
obtained equal faith with us in the 
justice of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 	The First Epistle of John 
addresses "My little children," and then 
" fathers," "young men" and "babes." 
The other two are to individuals, "the 
lady Elect and her children," and "the 
dearly beloved Gaius." Jude writes "to 
them that are beloved in God the 
Father and preserved in Jesus Christ 
and called." Individual and faithful 
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servants of God are addressed in 1 and 
2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon. 

All the church letters inspired of God, 
therefore, are addressed, not to eminent 
ecclesiastics, but to all believers in Christ, 
while the only mention of bishops is in 
that to the Philippians as an addendum 
to "all the saints "—and this in the 
Bible authorised by the See of Rome 

Now if the Spirit of God writes to all 
believers—" all saints"—and each and 
all of these had "the Spirit of God" 
dwelling in him ("Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his" (Rom. viii. 9)), had not each a 
divinely given competency to understand 
what the Spirit had been pleased to say 
to all ? In 1 Corinthians ii. 14, 15, 
"the spiritual man" is put in contrast 
to the "sensual man," who "perceiveth 
not these things that are of the Spirit 
of God," for the former "judgeth all 
things : and he himself is judged of no 
man." Did the Apostle John make a 
mistake in supposing that the "babes" 
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to whom he wrote were able to under-
stand what he so carefully and anxiously 
addressed to them ? Hear what he says, 
"But you have the unction from the 
Holy One and know all things." (1 
John ii. 20.) He insists on their com-
petency, not from any claim to "private 
judgment," but because of the unction 
from the Holy One. 

What presumption it would be for any 
person, or body of persons, to step in 
between a writer and those to whom he 
wrote, to tell the first he had written so 
as not to be understood by his readers, 
and the readers that they had no com-
petency to understand ! This is precisely 
what the Encyclical addressed to august 
ecclesiastics in effect proceeds to do, in 
regard to inspired writers and their 
addressees, as I am about to prove by 
quotations therefrom. 

But first it must be observed that in 
all divinely inspired writings the church 
is taught but NEVER teaches. Further-
more, what is taught the church is for 
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each individual to hear. " He that hath 
an ear let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches." (Rev. ii., iii.) 
Hence what is said in the Preface quoted 
above as to the "teaching" and "doc-
trine" of the church finds no warrant in 
the very Bible she "commends." She 
neither teaches nor propounds doctrine, 
but receives both through inspired writers 
who at one time were orally ministering 
to their hearers. "Or did the word of 
God come out from you ? Or came it 
only unto you ? " ( 1 Cor. xiv. 36.) 

We learn from the Encyclical that "In 
earlier times the contest [of the church] 
was chiefly with those who, relying on 
private judgment and repudiating the 
divine traditions and teaching office of 
the Church, held the Scriptures to be the 
one source of revelation and the final 
appeal in matters of Faith." Rome 
therefore, herself asserts that her contest 
has been with those who held " the 
Scriptures to be the one source of reve-
lation and the final appeal in matters 
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of Faith," interposing "divine traditions" 
and the "teaching office of the Church." 
These things are put in between the 
scriptures and those to whom they were 
directly addressed. That there are "many 
things which are beyond the power and 
scope of the reason of man" (Encl., 
p. xx.) is perfectly true, and is what 
scripture affirms, but this is not to throw 
christian people on " divine traditions," 
or on the teaching of the church, but on 
the fact that "we have received not the 
spirit of this world, but the Spirit that 
is of God : that we may know the things 
that are given us from God." (1 Cor. 
ii. 12.) "For the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." 
(Ver. 10.) The appeal in scripture is 
"To the law rather, and to the testimony. 
And if they speak not according to this 
word, they shall not have the morning 
light.' (Isa. viii. 20.) The appeal of 
Rome is primarily to tradition and the 
church's teaching rather than to the law 
and the testimony. "Men" are to " un-, 
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derstand that God has delivered the 
Holy Scriptures to the Church, and that 
in reading and making use of His Word, 
they must follow the Church as their 
guide and their teacher." (p. xxi.) But 
if " men" are Christians they are part 
of the church, and God's word is ad-
dressed directly to them as responsible 
each one to hear what is said. Following 
the church is unknown in scripture, but 
what is meant by Rome always is that 
the church is the hierarchy, where the 
"charismata of God" are ; these are to 
be followed. This anglicised Greek word 
is certainly used in regard to special 
gifts, such as "healing," but it is also 
used in Romans v. 15, 16 and other 
places, where "the GIFT, by the -grace of 
one man, Jesus Christ, has abounded un-
to many," and " GRACE [charisma] is of 
many offences unto justification." The 
charismata of God are not confined to 
special gifts but also apply the grace or gift 
shewn to every believer in Christ, who 
forms part of the church as scripture 
speaks of it. 
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It might be urged that the church is 
seen as teaching when a letter was sent 
from Jerusalem to the Gentile believers 
at Antioch after the council held, as 
reported in Acts xv. It is not so, but 
"the apostles and ancients" say, "For 
it hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost 
and to us to lay no further burden," etc. 
It was the "Holy Ghost" and "the 
apostles" with whom the "ancients" 
were joined, sending an inspired letter 
to settle a conflict which had arisen 
between Judaising teachers and those 
who stood for christian liberty at An-
tioch and universally among the Gentiles. 
Teachers are indeed set "in the church" 
(1 Cor. xii. 28) ; but this is to teach the 
church, not to set the church teaching. 
Teachers are not the church, nor the 
church the teacher. This pretension, 
therefore, must be ruled out as not found 
in scripture. 

Then as to tradition, there are two 
ways in which it is found used in scrip-
ture, one perfectly right and simple, the 
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other condemned as that by which the 
word of God is made of none effect. 
The first is found in 2 Thessalonians ii. 
15. 	"Therefore, brethren, stand fast : 
and hold the traditions which you have 
learned, whether by word or by our epistle." 
Here the word simply means what the 
apostle had taught them either orally 
when he was at Thessalonica, or by 
writing when he was at a distance. 
That they were exhorted to attend to 
both is quite simple, and just what would 
be expected. But as regards the idea of 
compiling, by whomsoever it may be, 
these oral teachings in a body of writings 
called tradition, there is not a sugges-
tion ; but whenever such kind of tra-
dition is referred to in scripture it is 
with withering scorn and condemnation. 
(Matt. xv. 3-9 ; Mark vii. 9, 13 ; 1 
Peter i. 18.) This compilation is pre-
cisely what Rome has made, and the 
practical effect is, as our Lord said, 
to make "void the commandment of 
Cod for your tradition," and "in vain 
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do they worship me, teaching doctrines 
and commandments of men." Tradition, 
with Rome, is not the written inspired 
letters of the apostle, as quoted above, 
but a body of writings written by un-
inspired, and even unknown writers, 
which she makes of equal authority with 
inspiration. 

We have now to compare what has 
been said of the teaching of scripture 
with what is taught in the Encyclical, 
where we learn that "the Council of the 
Vatican, which, in renewing the decree 
of Trent, declares its `mind' to be this—
that 'in things of faith and morals, 
belonging to the building up of Christian 
doctrine, that is to be considered the true 
sense of Holy Scripture which has been 
held and is held by our Holy Mother the 
Church whose place it is to judge of the 
true sense and interpretation of the 
Scriptures ; and therefore that it is per-
mitted to no one to interpret Holy 
Scripture against such sense or also 
against the unanimous agreement of 
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the Fathers.' " The individual believer 
indwelt by the Spirit as his effectual 
teacher (1 John ii. 20) finds that it is 
not by the sense the Spirit gives he is 
to learn the scriptures, but by that 
which the church gives, as supported by 
tradition. The church and tradition stand 
therefore between him that "has an ear" 
and "what the Spirit says to the 
churches." (Rev. ii., iii.) 

Having as a preliminary taken such 
effectual precautions, the Encyclical is 
now free to say, "A wide field is still 
left open to the private student," and 
many admirable things are said as 
to the value and inspiration of the 
scriptures. It is added, "seeing that the 
same God is the author both of the 
Sacred Books and of the doctrine 
committed to the Church, it is clearly 
impossible that any teaching can by 
legitimate means be extracted from the 
former, which shall in any respect be at 
variance with the latter." It will be 
observed that "the doctrine committed 
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to the Church" is not the "Sacred 
Books" (that is, what is written therein) 
but something additional, a distinct au-
thority, which can be referred to in 
italicised print (p. xiii.) as " What the 
Bible owes to the Catholic Church." 

Let us take an illustration from the 
notes attached by authority to the Douay 
Bible to see how this works. In the 
text we have the words of inspiration in 
2 Timothy iii. 16, "All scripture, in-
spired of God, is profitable to teach, to 
reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice : 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
furnished to every good work." What is 
taught here is that by scripture alone 
the "man of God may be perfect, fur-
nished to every good work." There is 
nothing outside the scripture therefore 
for perfection and every good work. Here 
is the note. " All scripture. Every part 
of divine scripture is certainly profitable 
for all these ends. But, if we would have 
the -.whole rule of Christian faith and 
practice, we must not be content with 
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those Scriptures which Timothy knew from 
his infancy, that is, with the Old Testa-
ment alone : nor yet with the New 
Testament, without taking along with it 
the traditions of the apostles and the 
interpretation of the Church, to which 
the apostles delivered both the book and 
the true meaning of it." The words of 
our Lord may be again truly applied to 
this, "Thus have ye made the word of 
God of none effect by your tradition." 
It is difficult to conceive how the scrip-
ture statement could be more com-
pletely nullified than by this note, which 
says in effect you must take two other 
things along with scripture for perfection 
and every good work, both of which 
indeed are false and unscriptural. 

Now let us see " what the Bible owes 
the Catholic Church" in contrast to 
what is said (p. xiii.) that " By admirable 
laws and regulations, she has.  always 
shown herself solicitous that 'the celestial 
treasure of the Sacred Books, so bounti-
fully bestowed upon man by the Holy 
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Spirit, should not lie neglected.' " In 
the Bull "Unigenitus," September 8th, 
1713, there are condemned for ever "as, 
each of them, false, deceitful, scandalous,. 
pernicious, rash, suspected of heresy, 
savouring of heresy, heretical, impious, 
blasphemous" (what kind of terribly 
wicked utterances ?) "the following pro-
positions " : 
Propositions of one " Quesnel" condemned 
by the See of Rome as monstrously evil.. 

The 79th. "It is useful, at all times,. 
in all places, and for all sorts of persons, 
to study the scripture, and to know its-
spirit, devotion, and mysteries. 

The 80th. "The obscurity of God's, 
holy word is not a reason for laymen 
to dispense with reading it. 

The 84th. "To take the New Testa-
ment out of the hands of Christians, or 
to keep it closed from them, by depriving 
them of the means of understanding it, 
is to close for them the mouth of Jesus-
Christ. 

The 85th. "To interdict Christians the 
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reading of the holy scriptures, and es-
pecially of the gospels, is to interdict 
the use of light to the children of light, 
and to make them suffer a species of 
excommunication." 

The teaching of the church in 1713 
was to condenm, with words wellnigh 
exhausting the vocabulary of vitupera-
tion, the study of the scriptures ; thus 
"solicitous" was she of "the celestial 
treasure " ! ! 

In 1229 the Council of Toulouse under 
Pope Gregory IX. passed the following 
decree ; the fourth canon of it runs, 
"We also prohibit laymen from having 
the books of the Old and the New 
Testament, unless perhaps any one for 
devotional purposes wishes to possess a 
Psalter, or Breviary for divine service, 
or the Hours of the Blessed Virgin. 
But we forbid them expressly from 
having the books above mentioned trans-
lated into the vulgar tongue." Here 
also is what was issued in the sixteenth 



THE DOITAY BIBLE. 	 2r 

century in the name of the Council of 
Trent : " Since it is manifest by ex-
perience that if the Holy Bible in the 
vulgar tongue is circulated everywhere 
without distinction, more harm than good 
will result from it on account of the 
rashness of men, whoever shall have the 
presumption to read such Bibles or to,  
possess them without permission, shall be 
disqualified for receiving the absolution of 
his sins, at least till he has previously 
given up his Bible to the Bishop of the 
diocese." This is the Council which has 
placed tradition in the same rank as 
the scriptures, an immense and, to this 
day, undefined body of human writings, 
as of equal value to the word of God. 
This is the Council which added large-
portions of the Apocrypha to the Old 
Testament scriptures which had never 
been admitted into the Canon by the 
Jews (the divinely-made custodians of it), 
which were never referred to by our Lord, 
nor by the apostles, nor admitted as in 
the Canon by the early Fathers, nor by,. 
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the orthodox Eastern Church, nor by 
the great Jerome, the author of the 
Vulgate Bible, and which were rejected 
in A.D. 451 by the Council of Chalcedon. 
This addition was made 1100 years 
subsequent to this Council of Chalcedon, 
apparently to furnish a footing on which 
the See of Rome could (byquoting from the 
Apocrypha as inspired) withstand the 
.onslaughts of Protestants who quoted 
from the till then received Canon of 
scripture to justify their arguments. 

That the church is "the pillar and 
ground of the truth" is what scripture 
says in 1 Timothy iii. 15. It is the vessel 
set here on earth to maintain and support 
what was committed to it—the truth—by 
the practical expression here of_ what 
had been revealed morally of the true 
God by our Lord Jesus Christ. If this 
passage be quoted as proof that the 
church is the source of the truth or its 
authoritative exposition, the proof is 
the contrary ; the truth is what she 
has received. But, as has been said, 
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what Rome means by the church is the 
hierarchy, never what scripture means, 
namely, those baptised by one Spirit 
into one body—such indeed as are in-
dwelt by the Spirit of God. 

That the providence of Cod has 
watched over the scriptures, both Old 
and New Testaments, is perfectly clear, 
spite of efforts of heathen emperors in 
Roman times to extinguish them by 
sanguinary edicts, and of appalling edicts 
by the See of Rome in christian times, 
such as the Decree of Toulouse, 1229, of 
which it is stated that "In its 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 6th chapters it ordained the 
entire destruction of the houses, the 
humblest places of concealment, and 
even the subterranean retreats of men 
convicted of possessing the scriptures ; 
that they should be pursued to the 
forests and caves of the earth ; and that 
even those who harboured them should 
be severely punished." (Gaussen's Canon 
of Holy Scripture, p. 519.)* 

I am indebted to this writer for historical details 
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That the scriptures have survived such 
efforts to exterminate them and their 
readers is testimony to the mercy and 
power of God, not to the solicitous care 
of the Church of Rome. If she now 
appears to reverence them and to place 
them within the reach of "the faithful," 
she takes good care that these shall 
only take from them that which she 
teaches, not what the Spirit of God 
teaches, even to "babes." Hence when 
the scripture says, "Nor yet that he 
should offer himself often," etc. (Heb. ix. 
25), the Church of Rome teaches, "But 
this hinders not that he may offer him-
self daily in the sacred mysteries in an 
unbloody manner, for the daily applica-
tion of that one sacrifice to our souls." 
Of this unbloody daily offering in holy 
mysteries the scripture says not one 
word, but it does say 'that "without 
shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion." (Ver. 22.) Again, where scrip-
ture contrasts the "many priests" under 
the law with the abiding priesthood of 
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Christ, Rome teaches "that he liveth 
and concurreth for ever with his mini-
sters, the priests of the New Testament, 
in all their functions." She introduces 
a special class of priests with whom our 
blessed and only High Priest is said to 
concur in all their functions ; thus setting 
aside the priesthood of all true Christians, 
of which alone the New Testament 
speaks. It is these, not any hierarchy, 
who are urged to enter "the holiest by 
the blood of Christ." (Heb. x. 19.) The 
Apostle Peter himself, writing by the 
Spirit, confirms the priesthood of true 
believers whom he addresses as "a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 
(1 Peter ii. 5.) The teaching of the Church 
of Rome and that of the Holy Ghost in 
the scripture are thus set in direct 
opposition, the latter being nullified by 
the former. 

So again where scripture says, " And 
I say to thee : That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
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church. And the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it" (Matt. xvi. 18), the 
teaching of Rome, in the authorised note 
on this verse, is that Peter signifies a 
rock, and "that by the plain course of 
the words, Peter is here declared to be 
the rock, upon which the Church was to 
be built." Now, no one knows better than 
the Pope that Peter does not mean a 
rock but a stone, which is derived from 
a rock. The words in the Greek, as the 
Pope very well knows, are petros and 
petra, the blessed Son of the living 
God saying in answer to Simon Barjona's 
confession of Him as such, "Thou art 
Petros* [a stone], and upon this petra 
[rock] I will build my church." A stone 
is not that on which people build, but a 
rock is that on which they do. "The 
rock was Christ" (see 1 Cor. x. 4), who 
was confessed as the "Son of the living 
God." Scripture says one thing and the 
Roman Hierarchy another. 

• " Petros. A piece of rock, a stone, and thus distin-
guished from petra." (Liddell and Scott's Greek Lexicon.) 
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Greatly honoured as Peter was by our 
Lord, he was never constituted the 
church's foundation. "For other founda-
tion no man can lay, but that which is 
laid : which is Christ Jesus." (1 Cor. 
iii. 11.) It would have been a sad mo-
ment for the church had Peter been its 
foundation, when by his conduct at 
Antioch (Gal. ii. 11-14) the very truth 
of the gospel was in jeopardy. Rome 
calls this "a certain imprudence," and 
" no argument against his supre-
macy." It was through the faithfulness 
of Paul, under the good hand of the Lord, 
and spite of Peter, that the very truth 
of the gospel was maintained. That 
Peter was recovered, and recognised the 
service Paul had done, is evident in his 
reference to him in his second epistle 
(chap. iii. 15), as "our most dear brother 
Paul." 

It may be well to add a few words ; 
and first as to the church's foundation, 
which is Christ. He is spoken of in 
scripture as the " Rock," as we have 
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seen ; He is also said to be the "foun-
dation" (1 Cor. iii. 11) ; a "living 
stone" (1 Peter ii. 4) ; the "corner 
stone" (Eph. ii. 20) ; He occupies every 
place of pre-eminence. The church is 
built on Him ; the whole structure is 
of Him ; it is all living, and He gives 
character to it. Such is "the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets." (Eph. 
20.) Peter is indeed an honoured stone, 
as his name implies, but those who come 
to Christ are also "living stones." (1 
Peter ii. 5.) 

Then, as to the church being the 
depositary of the communications made 
to it, and its responsibility consequent 
thereon. That God's people Israel were 
the depositary of the Old • Testament 
writings there can be no doubt. It is 
mentioned by Paul as their chief ad-
vantage "because the words of God 
were committed to them." (Rom. iii. 
2.) Their responsibility was twofold: to 
preserve them as God had given them, 
and to answer morally to them, so that 
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Jehovah's character might be seen in 
the conduct of His chosen people among 
the nations of the earth. In general they 
carefully guarded the deposit, though at 
one time, but for the providence of God, 
it was all but lost. (See 2 Chron. [Paralip-
omenon] xxxiv. 14.) As for answering 
morally to them, alas ! the name of 
God was blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through them. (Rom. ii. 24.) In this 
they utterly broke down. 

Now though there be no direct word 
for the church such as the above for the 
Jews (unless it be 2 Thess. ii. 14, already 
quoted), there can be no question that 
those to whom the inspired words were 
addressed were similarly responsible. Thus 
the Epistles to the Corinthians, for ex-
ample, were to be preserved intact, not 
only for themselves, but for the "church 
of God," of which they were the local 
representative. (See 1 Cor. i. 2 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 1.) The church of God at Corinth was 
the depositary of the inspired communi-
cations, not only obviously for their 
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preservation, but to maintain the moral 
teaching and order of them ; so with all 
the rest, whether addressed to local 
companies, to individuals, or the church 
at large. The publick history of the church, 
and particularly that section of it recog-
nising the supremacy of Rome, has, alas 
been a repetition of the history of the 
Jews, though the scriptures have been 
providentially preserved all through the 
centuries since apostolic days. The infidel 
historian, Gibbon, wrote that the history 
of Christianity was the history of hell ; 
and for this terrible indictment there 
was only too much foundation in the 
history of the Papal See, as that See 
very well knows. This is to the common 
shame of all Christians. The church at 
large in its public responsible history has 
not been a witness to a rejected and 
lowly Christ, and being unfaithful it 
will be vomited out of . the mouth of 
Him who is " the Amen, the .faithful 
and true witness." (Rev. iii. 14, 16.) 

That there have been truly devoted 
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and godly saints shining all through the'  
ages as lights in the world, there can be• 
no doubt, both in the Eastern Church 
(the Greek) and the Western (Roman), 
and in later centuries among Protes-
tants. These, the elect of God, holy and 
beloved (Col. iii. 12) formed, and still 
form, the true church built by the Son 
of the living God, against which "the 
gates of hell shall not prevail." (Matt.. 
xvi. 18.) These are "the church of the 
firstborn who are written in the heavens." 
(Heb. xii. 23.) There is no failure in 
what Christ builds. Such are those who 
preserved, valued, and indeed "read, 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested" 
the inspired writings, whose precious 
volumes were relentlessly sought and 
destroyed with their readers by the 
See of Rome, as we have seen. The Lord 
has ever known those that are His, and 
their record is in heaven, and when 
Christ shall appear, who is theft, Life, 
then they also shall appear with Him 
in glory. (Col. iii. 4.) The true bride of 
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the Lamb shall have made herself ready. 
(Rev. xix. 7.) 

Of Babylon, the false, pretentious, 
religious system, it is said, " Go out 
from her, my people ; that you be not 
partakers of her sins and that you receive 
not of her plagues." (Rev. xviii. 4.) 

A summary of what precedes is that : 
(1) God has spoken in holy scripture 

to those directly to whom the words 
were addressed, and so as to be under-
stood by them ; having given to them, 
since Pentecost, the Holy Spirit that 
they might do so. 

(2) These inspired writings utterly 
condemn tradition, as Rome speaks of 
it, and give no warrant to the church, 
as such, to teach. 

(3) Teachers are gifts raised up in the 
church to teach it by the Spirit and in 
conformity to the written word. 

The result is, "They shall be all 
taught of God." (Isa. liv. 13 ; JolAn vi. 45.) 

November, 1930. 	 D. t. H. 
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