


INTRODUCTION. 

"C
ANST thou by searching find out God 

canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection ?" No, indeed ; no. But our blessed 
God has given us a " MIRROR," a true reflection of 
Himself. Yes, He has given us the Bible, the 
whole Bible, where, by His Spirit's aid, we may 
gaze, and gaze upon His beauty, until our souls are 
rapt, and filled with adoring gratitude and love. 

But we need the whole Book, the Old Testament 
as well as the New. A very few verses of Scrip-
ture may reveal the Lord Jesus to us as the only 
Saviour, and give us joy and peace in believing; 
but this is not enough. Our souls must become 
poor and feeble, and our minds uneven and warped, 
if in our laziness we keep feeding upon certain 
truths which we know well, instead of seeking to 
learn out more and more about our precious Lord. 

We need. to feed upon the whole Book, each 
truth in its season, and then we shall be nourished 
up in word and doctrine, strong in the Lord, and 
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VI 	 INTRODUCTION. 

two-edged sword (Heb. iv. 12), to cut off the ex-
crescences of the flesh. "A hammer " Ver. xxiii. 
29) to break the stony heart to pieces. " A fire" 
(ibid.) to melt down our unbelief and pride. 

It is food to nourish—" Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them." (Jer xv. 16.) " Sweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb." (Ps. xix. 10.) More 
to be desired than gold; yea, than much fine gold 
(ibid.), and better " than thousands of gold and 
silver." (Ps. cxix. 72.) 

The Lord lead us, with all humility and earnest-
ness of soul, to search His word " as for hid 
treasures " (Prov. ii. 4), and teach us to hide it in 
our hearts that we may be kept from sinning 
against Him. (Ps. cxix. 11.) 
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OLD TESTAMENT SHADOWS; 

OR, 

Zbt Tileabenlv ftlitrors 

THE GARMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST; 

OR, JRsUS CROWNED WITH GLORY AND lIONOUR. 

"Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus."—IIEs. ill. 1 ; EXOD. XXViii. 

WE need to take heed to this command, and. 
not only consider the Lord Jesus as our 

Saviour and Example, but also as our High Priest ; 
and much weakness of soul is caused by neglecting 
this. 

If we turn to IIebrews viii. 4, we find that His 
priesthood did not commence until Ile ascended 
into heaven, and therefore we must follow Him up 
into heaven, and gaze upon Him there, before we 
can truly consider Him as our High Priest. 

But how can we do this 1k is in heaven, and. 
we upon earth ; and what can we know how 
can our eyes look through the clouds1 or how can 
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al1lc io l,ri11g forili each fruit in its season. Our 

soulH need variety of foo�l as well as our botlics, 

onll our blessed God Las provided it for us in the 
different parts of tho ]1iblc. 

Tho Gospels unfokl to us the outicard lifo of our 

precious Lord when lie trod this ,earth; but many 
parts of the Old Testament lift the veil fron1 Flis 

heart, and allow us to riead His thoughts and 

feelings. 

The N e,v Testament teaches us how to walk so 

as to please the Lord; but the Old Testan1ent is 

replete with telling histories, which unfold to us 

the consequences both of obedience and of dis

obedience. 

The epistles state plainly the precious doctrines 

,vbich flow fron1 the death of our Lord Jesus; but 

the Old Tcstan1ent unfolds the Lord's ways with 

His people-His gentleness, His tenuer mercies, His 

deep co1npassions, His syn1pathy, the yearnings of 

His heart over those Ile loves when He is oLliged 

to chasten ihern, His readiness to forgive, His 

pleasure in their obedience, His delight in their 

fruitfulness, Ilis appreciation of their service, &c. 

Thus as wo read the whole Dook, and oomparo 

one portion with another, we increase in the know

ledge of God, and 1nay so Jearn to understand His 
hcnrt anJ. ways, that olJcclionoe, dcpenuencc, and 
coniidcncc lJeco1uo natural aiul ea-By. "Thoy that 
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glories connected with the priesthood of Christ. 
Let us consider them in detail. 

The Embroidered Linen Coat. 

Lev. viii. 7 shows that the first garment that 
was put upon Aaron was the embroidered linen 
coat. (Exod. xxviii. 39.) This certainly points to 
the spotless, taintless human nature of Christ 
(conceived by the Holy Ghost), a body prepared 
for Him by God. (Heb. x. 5.) 

Oh, what boundless grace, that lie should con-

descend to lay aside all His heavenly joy and 
glory, and enter that little body ! Yes, yes, indeed, 
He clothed Himself with flesh, that He might be 
able to give Himself a sacrifice for sin, and thus 
obtain the right of redemption. As God, He could 
only execute judgment upon sin ; but as the Risen 
Man, God has glorified Him to be our High Priest. 

Some persons think that the Lord Jesus is full of 
compassion and tenderness because He became man ; 
but this is in no way true. The compassion•and ten-
derness filled His heart as God, and it was because 

" His heart is made of tenderness, 
His bowels melt with love," 

that He came and gave Himself for us; because Ho 
was so full of love and sympathy that He took a 
human body. 

He is the expression of the very heart of God, 
and in Him we read the deep, self-sacrificing love 
of God Himself. And now, seated on the throne 
above, He communes with His Father about us ; 
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know Thy name ,vill put their trust in thee." (Ps. 
ix. 10.) And, "Great peace have they which love 

Thy law, and nothing shall offend them." (Ps. ex.ix. 

165.) Oh, ,vhat losers we are if we neglect any 

part of God's word ! ~ . 
But the Lord also treats us as His friends, and 

seeks to lead us into fellowship ,vith Himself about 

everything. 
He opens heaven to us, and shows us what is 

occupying His mind and filling His heart. He tells 

us of His delight in His beloved Son, and unfolds 

His plans and thoughts and purposes concerning 

Him; He unveils the deep yearnings of His heart 
over His ransomed Church, and tells us His pur
poses concerning her. He also tells us His purposes 
concerning His ancient people Israel, the world, &c. 

Thus He seeks to enlarge our hearts and expec
tations, to give us heavenly and eternal aspirations, 
and enable us to enjoy a.nd share His pleasures, His 
desires, and His hopes. 

These truths are sanctifying, invigorating, and 
bracing. They raise us up out of our own puny 
selves, and our own puny circumsta.nces, and" give a 
grandeur an<l nobility to our minds . 

The ,vor<l of God is ~ light to our path (Ps. cxix~ 
15), to save us from the "snares of death." (Prov. 
xiii. 14.) A lamp to our feet as "a light that 
shinoth in a <lark place." (2 Poter i. 19.) A sharp, 

• 
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" Scarlet "—the colour of blood. It speaks of 
all His sufferings from the manger to the cross. 
Oh, the value of the scarlet pomegranates I When 
treated unkindly, we need to think how He 
endured the contradiction of sinners against Him-
self. When laughed at for His sake, we need 
to remember how He was mocked and scourged 
for us. What strength and courage this gives 
What heavenly balm to our wounded spirits ! Ah, 
yes, the scarlet pomegranates hang in rich luxuriance 
around His robe ; and when anything pains or 
grieves us, we may eat and be refreshed. 

"Purple "—the royal colour, a mixture of blue 
and scarlet. It certainly points to the majesty 
and glory which God has given Him, as the reward 
and natural result of His life and death down here. 
We are prone to forget the purple pomegranates. 
We forget His majesty and power, and. so  hang 
down our heads. Ah, if we habitually feasted 
upon His present and future glories, and our portion 
in Him, how thoroughly we should despise this 
present evil world. Think of the joys which await 
us, the rivers of pleasures, the crowns which we 
may win, the heavenly jewellery, the white horses 
for us to ride, the majesty, the glory, the power, 
the nearness and likeness to Jesus ; and shall 
we not gladly cast away every forbidden thing, 
and just fix our affections upon things above 7 Oh, 
let us feast upon thesd purple pomegranates-, and 
then all Satan's " dainty meats" will lose their 
power to tempt us. 

. 
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and acquainted with grief, they were beaten out 
and manifested. And why oh, why That He 
might become " such an High Priest, " touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities," "able to succour 
them that are tempted." Oh, think of the love 
that empowered Him to endure such suffering—
" beaten out , . . cut into wires," for the great 
love wherewith lie loved us. 

The ephod had two shoulder-pieces, made of two 
onyx stones, upon which the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel were engraved ; not written, but 
engraved; cut deeply into the stones, so that they 
could not be erased. Israel was a typical people, 
and surely these names represent the whole Church 
of God—each several name engraven upon the 
shoulders of our great High Priest. They were 
graven according to their birth ; not according to 
their value or usefulness, but according to their birth. 

Thus your name is graven there, dear child of 
God. As surely as you have been born again, your 
name has been graven upon His shoulders ; and He 
pledges Himself to carry you safe to glory, to 
answer for all your sins, to meet all your need, to 
bear all your burdens, to answer for you in every 
way, and present you faultless before the throne of 
God. 

Oh, what a glorious portion ! Should it not fill 
your heart with rapturous praise, and deepest grati- 
tude and love 	Surely you need be careful for 
nothing ; for Jesus has pledged Himself to carry 
you safely. Ile loves you intensely, and bears you 
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ones, His treasures, who fill up and satisfy His 
heart. Wonderful, amazing truth ! He fills the 
universe, He sustains, upholds everything ; but we, 
we—the poor half-hearted Church—are "the fulness 
of Him who filleth all in all." Ponder it, dear 
child of God ; yes, ponder it well, and love and 
worship and adore. 

But more still. Each stone had its own separate 
place. He may carry us upon His shoulders collec-
tively, but He carries and enfolds us upon His heart 
individually. He loves us with an intense, personal 
love. Each dear child of God has his own several 
and special place in His heart. Still more. Each 
stone had its own setting of gold, and each enclosure 
was of the same size. The stones varied immensely 
in value and beauty, colour and brilliancy ; but 
whether diamond, or sapphire, or agate, each one 
had its own enclosure all to itself of equal size. 

Oh, do you not see the preciousness of this figurd 
As surely as you are born again, you have a place 
all to yourself in the heart of Christ ; and there 
you are enclosed, enthroned—enclosed in a setting 
of gold, the divine perfections encompassing you 
round, so that no power in heaven, or earth, or hell, 
can move you from that enclosure, or steal a portion 
of it from you—enthroned there by Christ Himself. 
He gives you that portion of His heart as your own 
peculiar, personal, and eternal inheritance. It is 
yours, absolutely yours, and there you reign 
supreme ; and no one but yourself can affect that 
portion of His heart. 

The Training of Joshua 

",\r ell Done ,, 

Isnin.h lii. 
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where you are enshrined. When your Father is 
ashamed of you, that portion of the heart of Christ 
which is your peculiar portion aches ; it is pained, 
ashamed. On the other hand, when your Father 
can say of you, how obedient, faithful, loving, self-
denying, or unworldly you are, the Lord J esus 
rejoices, exults over you. 

Oh, ponder it, ponder it well, dear child of God ! 
See what a special joy, and yet what a special 
responsibility, this truth involves ! A portion of 
the heart of Christ is committed to you; you can 
make it ache and weep, or you can make it sing for 
joy ; you can fill it with shame, or you can cause it 
to glory over you. It is committed to your sole 
care, and no one has any power over it but yourself. 
Oh, see the deep responsibility of this blessed, 
glorious truth, and gird yourself with gratitude and 
love, and seek to make Ililn glad (Prov. xxiii. 15, 
16 ; xxvii. 11.) 

A few words only about the chains. (Exod. xxviii. 
13, 14, 22-28.) There were four wreathen chains 
of gold, a lace of blue, and ten golden rings, to 
keep the breastplate in its place, so that it " be nut 

looeed"—answering indeed to Romans viii. 38, 39, 
and speaking loudly of 1 lis unchanging and eternal 
love, a love that many waters cannot quench, neither 
can the floods drown. 

The Mitre. 

Exod. xxviii. 36-38. The mitre was made of 
fine linen, with " Holiness to the Lord " graven 

OLD TESTAMENT SHADOWS; 
OR, 

• 
THE GARMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST; 

OR, JESUS CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOUR. 

"Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus."-HEB. iii. 1; Exon. xxviii. 

WE need to take heed to this command, and 
not only consider the Lord Jesus as our 

Saviour and Example, but also as our High Priest; 
_ and much weakness of soul is caused by neglecting 

this. 
If we turn to He brews viii. 4, ,ve find that His 

priesthood did not commence until He ascended 
into heaven, and therefore ·we n1nst follo,v Him up 
into heaven, and gaze upon Hi1u there, before ·we 
can truly consider Him as our High Priest. 

But ho,v can we do this 1 He is in heaven, and 
we upon earth; and ,vhat can wo know 1 Ho,v 
can our eyes look through the clouds 1 or how can 

]3 
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ATONEMENT 

AS UNFOLDED IN THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST. 

HEEL ii. 17 ; Lcv. iv. 27-35. 

WE have already seen that we can only learn 
out the.  details of the priesthood of Christ, 

by using the Old Testament types as a mirror to 
portray His heavenly ministry. Thus while the 
New Testament throws light upon the Old, the Old 
unveils the heavenly scenes; and by humbly, rever-
ently comparing the one with the other, we are 
enabled to enter into the courts above, and gaze 
upon our living, loving Lord as occupied unceasingly 
in the presence of God for us. 

As our great High Priest, He combines in Himself, 
all the typical teaching both of the Aaronic and 
Melchisedec priesthood ; for verily He is the per-
fection of beauty, the embodiment of glory and 
truth. Let us seek to learn out a few details of 
His Aaronic priesthood. 

The first act of His priestly service, which is 
mentioned in Hebrews, is to make reconciliation 
(atonement) for the sins of the people.% (Heb. ii. 17.) 

If we turn back to the Old Testament types, we 
find that the slaying of the sacrifice did not make 
atonement. The sacrifice was .first slain—not dying, 

* The word reconciliation should be translated atonement 
or propitiation. It is from the same Greek root as propitia-
tion in Rom. iii. 25 ; 1 John ii. 2 ; iv. 10, and answers to 
the word atonement in the Old Testament. 

10 THE GARMENTS OF THE HJGH PRIEST. 

our ears distinguish those distant sounds 1 He is 
crowned indeed with glory and. honour (Heb. ii. 9); 
hut how ca'n we see lli111 � 

Our blessed God has given us a looking-glass 
(2 Cor. iii. 18), a real n1irror, in which ,ve can see 
His glory reflected ; and as properly - arranged 
n1irrors reflect what is passing in a stree·t below, 
so our mirror shows forth the present glories, 
occupations, and joys of our precious High Priest. 

In Hebrews viii. 5, and ix. 9, 23, and x. 1, we 
read, that all the holy vessels, garments, &c., con
nected with the tabern�cle were patterns, or figures, 

or shadows of the heavenly things. So back in the 
Old Testam.ent we find our beautiful mirror, wherein 
,ve may gaze, and learn out the beauties of Christ. 

The High Priest's garments were among those 
patterns ; and in Exod. xxviii. 2 we read, that 
Moses was commanded to n1ake " holy garnients 
for .Aaron, for glory and for honour " (Sept. 
vcrsion)-the very words quoted in Heb. ii. 9. 
So here, in E,xod. xxviii., is our looking-glass, 
where we 1nay clearly see the present glories and 
honours of our great High Priest, and learn out 
what there is in Him to satisfy our hearts. 

May the Lord help us, that ,vith unshod feet, 
and holy hands, and worshipping hearts, we n1ay 
handle these heavenly secrets. 

Exod. xxviii. 3. These garn1ents were nmde 
"to consecrate" or fill Aaron's hands, that ho 
111igbt "n1inistor" unto God in the priest's office; 
and typify some 111ost in1portant truths, and special 
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but dead ; and afterwards the priest presented the 
blood as an atonement for sin. (See Lev. xvi. 
15-19 ; iv. 25-35, &c.) So with the Paschal Lamb. 
The blood had to be sprinkled as well as shed, in 
order to save the firstborn. 

How preciously this points to our blessed Lord ! 
"By His own blood He entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption." 
That precious blood is the propitiation for our sins; 
a full, complete satisfaction for them all ; and He 
ever lives to speak of it to God for us. Thus "by 
Him" (His present continual act), "all that believe 
are justified from all things ; " " therefore there is 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 

If we read Lev. iv. 27-31 we find that under the 
law the sinner had to bring the sacrifice ; but now 
our blessed God has provided the Lamb, and we 
have only to come and use Him. The sinner then 
laid his hand upon the head of the lamb (v. 29), 
and all his sin passed from him to the lamb, and 
with his own hands lie slew the lamb. In like 
manner the poor sinner sees Christ as the sin-offering, 
and by faith he claims Him as his own. He believes 
in Him as the sin-offering, his sin-offering, and in-
stantly his sins are transferred from him to Christ. 
He can neither remember nor count them, but ho 
owns and feels that his sins helped to slay the Lord 
Jesus, and they all pass from him to Christ. 

The priest then took the blood,, and in God's 
appointed way presented it to God, and made atone-
ment for the sinner, and told him that he was 
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glories connected with the priesthood of Christ. 
Let us consider them in detail. 

The Embroidered Linen Coat. 

Lev. viii. 7 shows that the first garment that 
,vas put upon Aaron was the emb1'oidered linen 
coat. (Exod. xxviii. 39.) This certainly points to 
the spotless, taintless human nature of Christ 
(conceived by the Holy Ghost), a body prepared 
for Him by God. (Heb. x. 5.) 

Oh, what boundless grace, that He should con
descend to lay aside all His heavenly joy and 
glory, and enter that little body ! Yes, yes, indeed, 
He clothed Himself with flesh, that He might be 
able to give Himself a sacrifice for sin, and thus 
obtain the right of rede1nption. As God, He could 
only execute judgment upon sin; but as the Risen 
Man, God has glorified Him to be our High Priest. 

Some persons think that the Lord Jesus is full of 
com passion and tenderness because He became man ; 
but this is in no way true. The compassion•and ten
derness filled His heart as God, and it was because 

" His heart is .made of tenderness, 
His bowels melt with love," 

that He came and gaYe Himself for us; because He 
was so full of love and syn1pathy that He took a 
hun1an body. 

He is the expression of the very heart of God, · 
and in Hirn we read the deep, self-sacrificing love 
of God Hin1self. And no,v, seated on the throne 
above, He conununes ,vith His Father about us; 
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forgiven. (vv. 30, 31.) So now our Priest, our 
precious Lord Jesus, makes atonement for the sinner 
that believes in Him ; He speaks to God of the 
blood once shed, and that very moment all his sins 
arc blotted out. Until then they were written down 
against him ; but the precious blood avails, and 
atonement is complete. 

Dear reader, is it thus with you'? Are your sins 
blotted out or do they still rest upon your own 
head 3 Oh, fearful, fearful will be the wrath and 
indignation which must fall upon you, if you despise 
this great salvation ! God presents the blood of 
Christ to you. He tells you it is the provision for 
your guilt, a complete atonement for your soul. 
Ile commands you to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to apply to Jinn to make atonement for you; 
and if you refuse He will hold you guilty of the 
Hood of His Son, and punish you accordingly. 

Oh7  flee, flee while there is yet time to Christ ! 
Plelieve in Him, claim Him as your own sin-offering, 
and God will accept and bless you for His sake. 
" It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul . . and I have given it to you " (says God) 
"upon the altar to make an atonement for your 
souls " (Lev. xvii. 11), not prayers, nor tears, nor 
faith, but the blood. If all the prayers, good works, 
obedience, and faith that have ever been, could be 
gathered up and presented to God, they could not 
atone for one single sin. The blood, the blood 
alone avails, and the Lord Jesus alone is able to 
present it aright to God. 

12 THE GARMENTS 011' THE IDGH PRIEST. 

" the counsel of peace is between them both " 
(Zech. vi. 13); and they talk together as to how 
they can wipe our tears a,va.y, ho,v help that erring 
one, ho,v bless that feeble one, ho,v enrich and 
gladden another. Oh, the ,vondrous, matchless 
grace of our blessed God ! 

The Robe of Blue. 

The second garment was the robe of blue. 
(Exodus xxviii. 31-35; Lev. viii. 7.) 

"Blue "-the pleasant heavenly colour. Surely 
this speaks of His heavenly, gracious gentleness. 
They wondered at His gracious words. He ,vas so 
gentle and so mild, so tender and so kind, so 
affable, so genia� so lovely in every way. And oh, 
He is not changed ! He is still the meek and 
lowly One, though seated on the throne above. 

The he1n of this robe was hu_ng round about 
,vith pomegranates and golden bells. Eastern 
travellers tell us there is no fruit so refreshing 
as pomegranates, when they are hot and w·orn and 
thirsty in the weary desert. Dear child of God, 
we are passing through a desert, and we often gro,v 
weary and faint and thirsty. But oh, there , is 
refreshment for us at the feet of Jesus, pome
granates in abundance-so s,vcet, so pleasant, just 
the very thing ,ve need. 

The pomegranates were of three colours-blue, 
purple, and scarlet 

" Blue "-His gentle, gracious words. Ho,v 
often we ho.ve been refreshed by them l 
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GRACE TO HELP, 

AS MANIFESTED 1N THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST. 

HEB. ii. 18 ; iv. 14-10 ; LEV. xxiv. 14 ; EXOD. xxx. 7, 8. 

THE second point mentioned in Hebrews about 
the priesthood of Christ is " succour " for the 

tempted, and. " grace to help in time of need." 
Atonement is not enough, we need " grace to help " 
as well. 

Dear child of God, have you not often confessed 
some special sin to the Lord, and been assured that 
it was quite forgiven, and yet afterwards you have 
fallen into it again and again 7 And why 7 Because 
you were satisfied with atonement and a sense of par-
don, and did not seek the needed " succour," which 
would have secured victory as well as forgiveness. 

Our Lord Jesus is appointed by God to give this 
succour. It is part of His priestly work ; and He 
loves to see us come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may not only obtain " mercy," but also 

grace to help." He is merciful and faithful ; He 
perfectly fulfils His priestly office ; and when we 
do not obtain this help, it is because we are careless 
about it. 

But let us turn to our heavenly mirror—the Old 
Testament types—and seek through them to learn 
out a few secrets connected with this "succour." 
The seven-branched golden candlestick mentioned 
in Exodus xxv. 31-39 unveils these secrets, 

,aE ROBE OF BLUE. 

" Scarlet "-the colour of blood. It speaks of 
all His sufferings from the manger to the cross. 
Oh, the value of the scarlet pornegrnnates I When 
treated unkindly, we need to think how He 
endured the contradiction of sinners against Him
self. When laughed at for His sake, we need 
to remember how· He was mocked and scourged 
for us. "What strength and courage this gives ! 
What heavenly balm to our ,vounded spirits ! Ah, 
yes, the scarlet pomegranates hang in rich llL"'\:Uriance 
around His robe; and when anything pains or 
grieves us, ,ve may eat and be refreshed. 

"Purple "-the royal colour, a mixture of blue 
and scarlet. It certainly points to the majesty 
and glory which God has given Him, as the re,vard 
and natural result of His life and death do,vn here. 
We are prone to forget the pu1-ple pomegranates. 
We forget His majesty and power, and so hang 
do,vn our heads. .Ah, if we habitually feasted 
upon His present and future glories, and our portion 
in Him, how thoroughly we should despise this 
present evil world. Think of the joys ,vhich a,vait 
us, the rivers of pleasures, the crowns " 'hich "'e 
1nay win, the heavenly jowellery, the white horses 
for us to ride, the majesty, the glory, tho power, 
the nearness and likeness to Jesus ; and shall 
,ve not gladly cast away every forbidden thing, 
nnd just fix our affections upon things above 1 Oh, 
let us feast upon these purple pomegranate~, nnd 
then all Satan's "dainty meats" ,vill lose their 
power to tempt us. 
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at His feet, and ask Him to give you His thoughts 
about it 7 Do you ask Him to search your heart 
for you, and show you what secretly-indulged feel-
ing caused you to be tripped up so easily 7 And do 
you remain under His gentle hand, listening to His 
words about that temper, until the self-will, or 
pride, or impatience, is all brought down, and you 
feel as if you could go through the same scene 
again without being even ruffled 

Untrimmed lamps would smoke and smell ; and 
ah, how often has sin of some kind or other spoilt 
our testimony, and sent forth an offensive smell, 
instead of a sweet savour of Christ 7 

The hidden or indulged sin of our hearts is the 
charred wick. Our precious Lord. alone can 
remove it. We cannot do it ourselves. It is of 
no use to lie upon the ground, bemoaning and groan-
ing over it ; we must take it into His presence, 
and sit do/on -there. It cannot be done hurriedly. 
If Aaron had trimmed the lamps roughly or 
hurriedly, they would have been sure to smoke. 
We must give the Lord time. We must abide 
quietly in His presence, and give Him time to 
talk to us, and show us our wrong thoughts, and 
correct our wrong judgments, and teach us His 
ways and His thoughts. Thus our feelings will 
be gradually changed, and the charred wick be 
gently removed. 

I would repeat it, we must give Him time. 
One reason why so many of God's children go 
on bemoaning unconquered sin is, because they do 

14 TIIE GA.Ri\fEN'l'S OF THE HfGtt PRlE81'. 

"]Jells of gold bet1ceen thenz rou:nd about "-tho 
�wect, har1nonious music of the Saviour's voice. 
Oh, who can tell the sweetness of His voice to 
Goel  1 The tinkling of those golden bells fills 
licaYcn itself with n1clocly. And you, dear chihl 
of God, oh, know you not their sound 1 Those 
lovely notes l those sweet, those cheering words! 
how oft irnlcecl have you hoo:n ravislwd with their 
sound. Then listen, gaze, and feast, and let youx 
soul be satisfied indeed. 

The Ephod. 

ExoJus xxviii. 6-14; Lev. viii. 7.. The ephod 
con1es next, a specially priestly ga l'n1ent. This 
garment was gi von to Chtis1t in resutrection, when 
God saiJ to Him, " Thou art a priest for ever." 
(Heb. v. �-) The foundation was .fine linen, tho 
hu1nan nature of Christ; and the gold, blue, purple, 
and scarlet, were workod into it with "cunning 
work." AH tho power, skill, and wisJ01n of God 
was expended upon it. 

Tho gold was beaten into tbin plates, and cut 
into wires (Exodus xxxix. 3), tlm1t iiL might l,o 
worked iutu Lhc cphrnl. 'll1e go1d roprl'::il'llb� Ute 
divine pcrfecLious of Lite Lo11d Jesus .. ]Iis love, llili 
lwlincsR, Ilis patience, long-sufforiug:, teudorness, 
IliR confiJcncc in ]Iis Father, IIis obedience, }Ii� 
l1u111ility, llis self-denial, llis self-sacrifice, &c.-all, 
ul l was beaten out into tbin plateH, nnu cut into 

wires when ]le trod Lhis earth. They fillrd His 
heart from all etcruiLy ; hut as the M,an of sorrows, 
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TILE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST. 

Rom. viii. 34; IIEB. vii. 25; EXOD. xxix. 38-43, xxx. 7, 8. 

HAT a precious, joyous truth ! Our Great 
High Priest is always making intercession 

for us ; not only presenting our prayers and praises, 
but making active intercession for us, and Him the 
Father lieareth always. (John xi. 42.) 

The continual burnt-offering and perpetual in-
cense that was ordained under the Levitical law 
beautifully exemplifies this. (See Exod. xxix. 38-43, 
xxx. 7, 8 ; Lev. vi. 9-13 ; Num. xxviii. 3-8.) 

The priest was commanded to keep the fire always 
burning upon the altar (Lev. vi. 9-13); and how-
ever careless the people might be, it was his busi-
ness to offer up a fresh lamb every morning and 
every evening, so that the sweet savour of the 

burnt-offering might continually ascend up to God. 
The sweet savour of the burnt-offering typified 

all the glories, beauties, and perfections of Christ ; 
and, oh, how God delights in them ! Not only does 
He delight in all His ways as the Man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief ; but think of God's joy 

in Him now, as He fulfils His priestly work for us ! 
What fresh pleasure our blessed God has found in 
the Lord Jesus to-day ! With what delight has 
He marked His thoughts, his feelings, His words, 
IIis ways ; His patience, love, and gentleness ! 
What joy He has found in watching His gentle, 

THE EPHOD. 15 

and acquainted with grief, they were beaten out 
and manifested. And why 1 oh, why 1 That He 
might become " snch an High Priest, " touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities,"" able to succour 
them that are tempted." Oh, think of the love 
that empowere.d Him to endure such suffering
" beaten out 1 • • cut into wires," for the great 
love wherewith He loved us. 

The ephod had two shoulder-pieces, made of two 
onyx stones, upon which the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel were engraved; not written, but 
engraved; cut deeply into the stones, so that they 
could not be erased. Israel was a typical people, 
and surely these names represent the whole Church 
of God-each several name engraven upon the 
shoulders of our great High Priest. They were 
graven according to their birth; not according to 
their value or usefulness, but according to their birth. 

Thus your name is graven there, dear child of 
God. As surely as ~ou have been born again, your 
name has been graven upon His shoulders; anu He 
pledges Himself to carry you safe to glory, to 
answer for all your sins, to meet all your need, to 
bear all your burdens, to answer for you in every 
way, and present you faultless before the throne of 
God. 

Oh, what a glorious portion! Should it not fill 
your heart with rapturous praise, anu deepest grati
tude and love 1 Surely you need be careful for 
nothing; for Jesus has pledged Himself to carry 
you safely. Ho loves you intensely, and bears you 
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but He deals with us according to His knowledge 
of our need. Ofttimes the rod, or trial, is the 
richest blessing He could bestow. 

Do you believe this, dear child of God? do you 
enjoy it 7 Is it the habit of your soul to draw near 
to God and ask for what Christ deserves ? On the 
contrary, how often have you used Christ as your 
sin-offering, and been conscious of forgiveness; but 
because you did not discern Him as your burnt-
offering, you have scarcely dared to lift up your 
face to God, and have bad little expectation of 
blessings from Him. 

Oh, believe in Christ as your burnt-offering ! 
Use Him, enjoy Him as such ; and then you will 
not only be assured of perfect forgiveness, but also 
have faith to present the perfections of the Lord 
Jesus to God as if they proceeded from your heart, 
and be able to ask God to bless you according to 
His delight in His Son. Oh, what confidence this 
would give ! What quietness and rest of soul ! 
What certainty that God would hear and answer 
prayer ! What joy and gladness ! What thanks-
giving and praise ! Oh for increase of •faith that 
we may take our portion ! 

But to return to the continual burnt-offering, 
which specially typifies the intercession of Christ 
for us. It was the priest's business to provide and 
offer that, and our precious Lord ever lives to make 
intercession for us. Often, alas ! through unbelief 
or carelessness we neglect to present 1 is perfections 
to God as our plea for blessing; but lie abideth 

16 THE GARMENTS OF THE BIGB PtilEs1. 

upon His shoulders continual�y. Ah, yes; however 
disobedient yon 1nay be, however ,vorldly, still, 
still He bears you upon llis shoµ.ld.ers ; and, though 
with an aching heart, He still p1�esents you to His 
Father as His rcclemned anid pr.e-cious one, and 
answers for all your sin. 

Dear unsaYcd one, would you not like to be thus 
cared for by Christ 1 Thus grRven on .His shoulders1 
Thus carried by Hin11 One little .m·y to Hun to 
save you, one look of faitb t-0 His precious blood, 
and you also shall shar,e this joy ; and Jesus will 
present your 11arr1e to His Father ns one who has 
fled to Hirn, and eternal life o:nd eternal glory 
will be you.1· happy lot. 

Th.a Bre:as·tplatie .. 

Exodus xxviii. 15-30. .He1,e ,ve havo something 
hetter still. vV ell rna.y ,ve exclaim, "'0 the depth 
of the riches both of thie wisclo:m. .and knowledge 
of Go<l J" The breastplate lvt\S rnade of tho &'lmo 
1110.tcrials. ".Fino linen ,.,-it could not hn.ve be,eu 
1natle without His lnnnn.n natur,e-" gohl, hluo, 
purple, searlct, and cunning w·o1·k/' All tho per
fections of Christ, and ,,,isdmu of Gou were nce<lrnl 
to for1n it; and four row·s of precious stonos woro 
set in twclvo enclosures of gold, eacb. stone with 
ono name eugrnvcn upon i1l 

Four 1·ows of stones; not four 1sides of n squnr<',

ns some of the pictnros ro1u·•esent; 'but four ,·utc�.

Arni why 1 Because the bretis1tpla1to represents tho

very hoo.rt of Christ, anll tho soones Qre lii_s lo\�etl
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faithful Ile still speaks to Ood for us, and bless-
ings unnumbered, and often unnoticed too, flow 
down to us because of his unwearied intercession 
for us. 1\rell may we praise and bless His name 
and when we reach our home, with what wonder, 
love, and praise we shall look back, and trace out 
the blessed, joyous fruits of His patient, loving 
intercession ! 

Dear unsaved one, would you not like to have 
Christ as your Priest Remember He is not your 
Priest until you conic to Him. If you have not 
fled to Jesus you have no Priest, no Advocate, no 
Mediator, no one to speak to God for you, no one 
to plead your cause. The Lord Jesus never 
mentions your name to His Father. " I pray 
not for the world." (John xvii. 9.) These are His 
own words, and therefore He cannot make inter-
cession for you, until you cast yourself at His feet, 
and receive Him as your own Saviour. Oh, what 
an awful truth ! You stand alone before God, a 
condemned and guilty sinner with the wrath of 
God abiding on you, and fearful judgment awaiting 
you. 

Oh, flee, flee to the Lord Jesus ! Flee to Him at 
once. Ask Him to become your Saviour and your 
Priest, and that very moment He will mention 
your name to God, and become your Advocate, 
your Mediator. 

~Iti BREASTPLA'fE. 11 

ones, His treasures, who fill up and satisfy His 
heart. Wonderful, amazing truth! He fills the 
universe, He sustains, upholds everything; but we, 
we-the poor half-hearted Church-are "the fulness 
of Him who filleth all in all." Ponder it, dear 
child of God; yes, ponder it well, and love and 
worship and adore. 

But more still. Each stone had its own separate 
place. He may carry us upon His shoulders collec
tively, but He carries and enfolds us upon His heart 
individually. He loves us with an intense, personal 
love. Each dear child of God has his own several 
and special place in His heart. Still more. Each 
stone had its own setting of gold, and each enclosure 
was of the same size. The stones varied immensely 
in value and beauty, colour and brilliancy; but 
whether diamond, or sapphire, or agate, each one 
had its own enclosure all to itself of equal size. 

Oh, do you not see the preciousness of this :figure1 
As surely as you are born again, you have a place 
all to yourself in the heart of Christ ; and there 
you are enclosed, enthroned-enclosed in a setting 
of gold, the divine perfeetions encompassing you 
round, so that no power in heaven, or earth, or hell, 
can 1nove you from that enclosure, or F;Leal a portion 
of it from you-enthroned there by Christ Himself. 
He gives you that portion of His heart as your own 
peculiar, personal, and eternal inheritance. It is 
yours, absolutely yours, and there you reign 
supreme; and no one but yourself can affect that 

portion of His heart. 



SG 	Trig MELCItISEDEC PRIESTH00b. 

THE MELCHISEDEC PRIESTHOOD. 
GEN. Xhr. 1$-20 ; IIEB. vii. 1-17 ; Ps. cx. 4. 

IF we turn to Genesis xiv. we find that Mel-
chisedec met Abraham returning from the 

slaughter of the kings, and blessed him. In self-
sacrificing love to Lot, Abraham travelled more than 
three hundred miles to deliver him from his captors. 
It was a noble act, but be must have been very 
weary; and then Melchisedec brings forth bread 
and wine, and blesses him. 

What a precious type of our blessed Lord Jesus ! 
As the Aaronic priest, He meets all our need as 
sinners ; and as the Melchisedec priest, He feasts, 
enriches, and blesses those who deny themselves 
for His sake. 

His Melchisedec priesthood is eternal. To all 
eternity He will delight to bless and feast us. But 
even now we may know this joy, for it is a special 
pleasure to Him to refresh and bless His obedient 
people. 

Let us glance at a few Old Testament illustra-
tions. 1 Chron. xvi. 1-3. David had been obe-
dient ; he had brought the ark (the type of the 
Lord Jesus) into its place, and the result was joy 
and feasting. Oh, give Jesus His place in your 
heart, and you will have heavenly bread and flesh 
and wine in abundance ! Give Him His place in 
the assembly, and you will have collective feasting. 

1 Kings viii. 62, 66. Fourteen days continued 

I. 
l 
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Again, the enclosures are all of equal size. The 
poor little agate had as large an enclosure as the 
precious diamond, and, if anything, a better place ; 
for it was one of the two centre stones. And why~ 
Because our precious Lord wants to convince us 
that He loves us all with an equal love. He loves 
you-you, Jear child of God-as much a:s He loves 
the apostle John; not with a collective love, but 
with an intense, fond, personal love. Do you 
believe this ~ Do you believe in your heart that 
He thus loves you-personally, intensely, fondly1 
that no one can displace you ? that you are en
shrined as His loved one, His darling 1 (Ps. xxii. 
20; xxx:v. 17.) 

We have collective places in our hearts as well as 
individual ones, anJ those ,vho fill the collective 
places can fall out or be displaced by others; but it 
is not so with those we fondly love ; they are en
shrined, and no one can take or fill their place. 
Such is your place in the heart of Christ. 0 h, be
lieve it, enjoy it, anJ go on your way singing for joy! 

But now for the sole1nn part. (ExoJ. xxviii. 30.) 
He bears your juclgn1cnt upon His heart Lefore the 
Lord continually. .N ot your punislunent-thnt is 
over; He Lore that unco for all upon tho cross
but Ile bears your juJgmcnt continually. Ile 
always bears you before His Father as His loved 
one ; anJ when your Father has to say of you, 
"She is worldly, disobedient, wilful, tu1faithful, or 
turning aside," it c01nes down like a knell upon tho 
heart of Christ, and grieves and pains the enclosure 
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feasting and exceeding joy was the natural fruit of 
the expense and labour of building the temple. 

2 Chron. xxx. 21-27. Another fourteen days of 
gladness, joy, and feasting, because Hezekiah had 
brought the people back to the Lord. 

It is always thus. Our great Melchisedec repays 
a hundredfold, and loves to bring forth the bread 
and wine, and feast His faithful servants. 

The Spirit of God says about Melchisedec, " Of 
whom we have many things to say, and hard to be 
uttered" (and why 7), "seeing ye are dull of hearing." 
(Heb. v. 10-14.) Yes, indeed; we can only learn 
out the secrets of the Melchisedec priesthood in 
proportion as our senses are exercised to discern 
both good and evil. 

We read also that Melchisedec blessed Abraham, 
and Abraham was so enriched and strengthened by 
this blessing that he not only gave Melchisedec 
tithes of all, but also refused all liera's gifts. (Gen. 
xiv. 21-24.) 

It will be always thus when we enjoy the Mel-
chisedec ministry of Christ. The bread lie gives 
is so strengthening, the wino so stimulating, and 
the blessing so satisfying, that we are enabled to 
despise and refuse all Satan's "dainty meats" (Prov. 
xxiii. 6, 7), and get fired with a burning desire to 
yield up everything to Christ. 

Melchisedec accepted the tithes ; and, oh, with 
what joy our precious Lord accepts our freewill-
offerings ! As our great High Priest l le presents 
our praises, prayers, and first-fruits to God. (1kb, 

'rHE MITRE. 19 

where you are enshrined. \ Vhen your Father is 
ashamed of you, that portion of the heart of Christ 
which is your peculiar portion aches ; it is pained, 
ashamed. On the other hand, when your Father 
can say of you, how obedient, faithful, loving, self
denying, or unworldly you are, the Lord J esus 
rejoices, exults over you. 

Oh, ponder it, ponder it well, dear child of God! 
See what a special joy, and yet what a special 
responsibility, this truth involves! A portion of 
the heart of Christ is committed to you ; you can 
make it ache and weep, or you can make it sing for 
joy; you can fill it with shame, or you can cause it 
to glory over you. It is committed to your sole 
care, and no one has any power over it but yourself. 
Oh, see the deep responsibility of this blessed, 
glorious truth, and gird yourself with gratitude and 
love, and seek to make Him glad! (Prov. xxiii. 15, 
16 ; xxvii. 1 1.) 

A few words only about the chains. (Exod. xxviii. 
13, 14, 22-28.) There were four ·wreathen chains 
of gold, a lace of blue, nnJ ten golden rings, to 
keep the breastplate in its place, so that it "be not 
loosed "-answering indeccl to Ro1nnns viii. 38, 39, 
ancl speaking loudly of liis unchanging anJ eternal 
love, a love that many waters cannot quench, neither 
can the floods drown. 

The Mitre. 

Exod. xxviii. 36-38. The 111itre was made of 
fine linen, with "Holiness to the Lord" graven 
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Oh that we thus apprehended Jesus ! That we 
really saw hlim thus occupied for us ! What power 
it would give ! What steadfastness of heart and 
purpose ! What strength for self-sacrificing obedi-
ence and service ! 

1JEREAVE111ENT. 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 

name of the Lord."--Jon i. 21. 

THE Lord loves to comfort those that mourn, and fie 
has four special cups of consolation for those whose 
friends have departed to be with Christ. 

First. The joy of the departed. Oh, who can tell 
the intensity of their joy ! (2 Cor. v. 8 ; Phil. i. 23.) 

Second. The certainty of reunion in His presence 
for ever. (1 Thess. iv. 13-18.) 

Third. The Lord desires to heal the broken heart, 
by supplying the place of the departed one Him-
self; and to fill up the aching void which He has 
made, by pouring in the fulness of His intense and 
tender love, and rich and precious sympathy. 

Fourth. The new circumstances, give the bereaved 
ones the opportunity of learning fresh lessons, and 
bringing forth fresh fruits, which will fit them for 
higher glory, and closer fellowship with Christ for 
ever. 

Dear child of God, do drink these precious cups; 
they will soothe your deepest grief, and make you 
sing for joy. Oh, do not turn away ! fur if you 
refuse to be comforted, and nurse your sorrow, the 
Lord will be grieved, and your heart will become a 
desolate waste indeed. 

20 1'.H.E GARMENTS OF' THE t1!GH PlUES1'. 

upon a golden plate, and fastened \1,•ith a blue lace 
upon it. What for 1 To teach us that Christ bears 
our iniquity, that we may be accepted before the 
Lord. How wonderful ! how glorious ! Well may 
we cry out-

"Hallelujah, what a Saviour!" 

All our sin rolls upon Hiin; He has pledged Him
self to bear it ; and there in patient, wondrous 
grace He sits, and keeps us free from every charge 
of guilt. It rolls upon Him, but, blessed be His 
glorious nan1e, it does not defile Him. That holy 
plate ren1ains untarnished still. The precious blood 
once shed avails, and puts it all away. 

But oh, beware ! for though the sin is put away, 
it goes down upon His heart, and there it lies as a 
heavy burden, grieving and paining Him, until you

return with confession. 
Dear child of God, do not abuse this wondrous 

grace ; do seek to walk softly, lnunbly, lovingly 
with the Lor<l J csus; and if at any tin1e you are 
overtaken awl fall, 1nake haste back to His feet. 
Let confession be speedy, earnest, and 1·eal. Re• 
member the sin has already rolled upon Christ, and 
has already been rnet with His precious blood, that 
vou may be accepted,· therefore return speedily to 
Him. Go back quickly, quickly to His. feet, and 
seek to ren1ove the burden fro1n His heart, even ns 
He has speedily re111oved the charge of guilt fron1 
you. 

May the Lord graciously grave these truths upon 
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holy." (Exodus xxix. 37.) This no longer means 
that everything which is put upon the altar must 
be holy. The Old Testament altar had no virtue 
in itself ; it could not perfect the offering ; and 
therefore everything that was put upon it must be 
intrinsically holy in itself. But our Altar—the 
Lord Jesus Christ—is not only perfectly pure and 
holy, but He has power to purify and perfect 
every thing He touches ; and therefore, as soon 
as our offerings are brought to Him, Tie makes 
them perfectly holy, and fit to be presented to 
God. 

Another point of contrast is, that under the law 
the women were not allowed to fulfil the priestly 
office. But now, in Christ Jesus, there is neither 
male nor female ; and. we (sisters) have equal power 
and right with our brethren, to minister in the 
priest's office. 

The priest's work consisted in ministering to 
God, and ministering for God. 

As ministers for God, they taught the people 
the way of the Lord (Lev. x. 10, 11 ; Neli. 
2-8; Ezek. xliv. 23, 21; Mal. ii. 7), blessed in 
His name (Deut. x. 8, xxi. 5), and distributed 
the flesh of the peace-offerings among the people. 

Chron. xxxv. 10-14.) 
How preciously this unfolds our ministry for the 

Lord. True, we are not sufficient to think any-
thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of 
Him ; and if we will but take our true place 
of ministering for Him, He will make us " able " 

THE FOUNTAIN OPENED. 21 

our hearts, and they will be indeed a power within 
us. "\Ve do love Jesus, and if our fo.ith but appre
hended Hiin as He is revealed to us in this lovely 
1nirror, we should be able steadily to say " No" to 
the devil, to friends, and to the world, arnl " Yes" 
continuously to our precious Lord. 

THE FOUNTAIN OPENED. 

" In tliat day, there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." 

Z ECB. xiii. l. 

WHAT a glorious truth this is! After the Church, 
the Bride of the Lamb, has been perfected, and 
caught up to rneet the Lord in the air; the precious 
blood of Christ will become a cleansing fountain 
to n1illions and n1illions of hun1an beings. That 
precious blood is enough for the sin of the wholo 
world ; and its rich, atoning, cleansing power, will 
be as full and free and mighty then, as when it ,vas 
first shed. True indeed; its value is infinite, and 
its power exhaustless. 

We read that in those clays "all Israel shall be 
saved" (Rom. xi. 26); "and the earth shall be full 
of the know ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea " (Isa. xi. 9) ; and that " all nations shnll 
call Him blessed." (Ps. lxxii. 17.) ,v ell n1ay wo 
say, " Conte, Lord J esns, come quickly ! " 
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great your shame will be, if in that day you are 
proved to have been an unfaithful steward ! 

Surely, surely the Lord Jesus has a right to 
all our powers, whether of body or soul. All, all, 
should be laid at His feet, and used for Him. 
Then gird yourself with energy and zeal, dear 
child of God, and seek to fulfil your priestly office, 
of continually ministering blessings to those within 
your reach. 

One word of caution. The priests were not 
allowed to minister for the Lord according to their 
own judgments. Their directions were very distinct 
and explicit ; and the least divergence from those 
directions was profanity and iniquity in the eyes 
of the Lord (Jer. xxiii. 11 ; Ezek. xxii. 26 ; 
Zeph. iii. 4), and brought down special judgments 
upon them. (Lev. x. 1-7 ; Jet xiii. 13, 14 ; 
Hosea v. 1.) 

Remember too the solemn New Testament 
warning, "A man is not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully " (2 Tim. ii. 5) ; and, " Whosoever shall 
break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven." (Matt. v. 19.) 

The Lord fill our hearts with holy fear and holy 
zeal, so that we may be intensely earnest in His 
service, and at the same time extremely careful 
to serve Him according to His written word, 
and. not according to the imaginations of our 
own hearts. 

22 ATONEMENT. 

ATONEMENT 

AS UNFOLDED IN THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST, 

IlEB. ii. 17; L~-v. iv. 27-35. 

W E have alrea~y seen that _we can only le~rn 
out the· details of the priesthood of ChrISt, 

by using the Old Testa1nent types as a mirror to 
portray His heavenly ministry. Thus while the 
New Testament thro,vs light upon the Old, the Old 
unveils the heavenly scenes; and by humbly, rever
ently con1paring the one ,vith the other, ,ve are 
enabled to enter into the courts above, and gaze 
upon our living, loving Lord as occupied unceasingly 
in the presence of God for us . 

.A.s our great High Priest, He combines in Himself, 
all the typical teaching both of the .A.aronic and 
iielchisedec priesthood ; for verily He is the per
fection of beauty, the embodiment of glory and 
truth. Let us seek to learn out a few details of 
His .A.aronic priesthood. 

The first act of His priestly service, ·which is 
mentioned in Hebrews, is to make reconciliation 
(atonenient) for the sins of the people.* (Heb. ii.17.) 

If we turn back to the Old Testan1ent types, "~e 
find that the slaying of the sacrifice did not n1ake 
atonement. The sacrifice ,vas fi'rst slain-not dying, 

• The word reconciliation should bo translated atonement 
or propitiation. It is from the snmo Greek root as propitia
tion in Rom. iii. 25; 1 John ii. 2; iv. 10, and answers to 
the w01·d atoncmmit in the Old Testament. 
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the manifestation of His own life in us. They 
shadow forth love, joy, peace, meekness, gentleness, 
&c. ; every fruit of the spirit, every holy emotion 
of our hearts, every right feeling, all our desires 
after Christ. All these are incense, sweet incense 
to God. Do you believe it 7 

Suppose you are occupied in some service at the 
altar of burnt-offering; you have a few leisure 
minutes, and you run into the holy place and enjoy 
the incense with God. He is delighting in you, 
and you know it. You look up in His face and 
catch His smile, and hear This fond, approving 
words—how refreshed and gladdened you are; how 
joyously you return to your heavy outside service; 
how thoroughly all sense of effort or weariness is 
removed ; and with what a spring you can pursue 
your, maybe, painful service. 

There is no effort in offering incense ; if you stir 
it, you would lessen its fragrance. It is the natural 
outcome of a heart that is burning with love and 
gratitude to Christ. The priest was commanded to 
fill his censer with burning coals from off the altar 
(Lev. xvi. 12) ; and we must continually get the 
fire of love renewed, by a fresh souse of the Lord's 
self-sacrificing love for us. He then filled his hands 
with incense, and put it upon the fire and presented 
it to the Lord. In Nehemiah xiii. 5, we read of 
a chamber of incense ; and surely the heart of our 
precious Lord Jesus is our chamber of incense. In 
Him all fulness dwells ; from Him is our fruit 
found; and we may draw continually from Him, 
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but dead; and afterwards the priest presented the 
blood as an atonement for sin. (See Lev. xvi. 
15-19; iv. 25-35, &c.) So with the Paschal Lamb. 
The blood had to be sprinkled as well as shed, in 
order to save the firstborn. 

' How preciously this points to our blessed Lord ! · 
"By His own blood He entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption." 
That precious blood is the propitiation for our sins; 
a full, complete satisfaction for them all; and He 
ever lives to speak of it to God for us. Thus "by 
Hi1n" (His present continual act), "all that believe 
are justified from all things ; " " the ref ore there is 
no condemnation to then1 that are in Christ Jesus." 

If we read Lev. iv. 27-31 we find that under the 
law the sinner had to bring the sacrifice; but now 
our blessed God has provided the Lamb, and we 
haYe only to come and use Him. The sinner ·then 
laid his hand upon the head of the lamb (v. 29), 
and all his sin passed from him to the lamb, and 
with his own hands he slew the lamb. In like . 
manner the poor sinner sees Christ as the sin-offering, 
and by faith he claims Him as his own. He believes 
in Him as the sin-offering, his sin-offering, and in
stantly his sins are trans£ erred from him to Christ. 
He can neither remember nor count them, but he 
o·wns and feels that his sins helped to slay tho Lord 
J esus, and they all pass from him to Christ. 

The priest then took the blood,_ and in God's 
appointed way presented it to God, and 1nndo atone
ment for tho sinner, and told him that ho was 
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and thus be filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
and have censers full of incense to present to God. 

The priests were not allowed to offer strange fire 
before the' Lord, and Nadab and Abihu were struck 
dead for doing so. (Lev: x. 1-6.) How solemnly 
this teaches us, that we need continually to get 
fresh fire from off the altar ; for if we work our-
selves up to offer incense, it brings spiritual dead-
ness and coldness upon us. 

Thus real incense ascends up quietly, restfully; it 
is just the natural overflowing of our hearts, but, 
oh, so sweet to Him 1 The little melody that goes 
on continually, because we are happy in His love ; 
sometimes prayer, sometimes praise, sometimes a 
little flow of gratitude ; all in turn, just the spon-
taneous outpouring of our hearts—all this is incense. 
Believe it. Draw near to God, and enjoy it with 
Him; and daily seek to have your heart so filled by 
Christ, that your incense may abound, and ascend up 
continually to be a delight and joy to God. What 
a holy atmosphere this would form around you, the 
pleasant genial atmosphere of His smile 1 and bask-
ing in its sunshine, how happy and fruitful you 
would be 1 

Third. Pouring out the strong wino to God. 
" How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse How 
much better is thy love than wine 1" (Cant. iv. 10.) 
Yes, our love is the wine, the strong wine that He 
delights in. This was occasional ministry, and not 
continuous, and so from time to time .our hearts are 
stirred. with the grace and love of our Lord, and 
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forgiven. ( oo. 30, 31.) So now our Priest, our 
precious Lord Jesus, makes atonement for the sinner 
that believes in Him; He speaks to God of the 
blood once shed, and that very moment all his sins 
are blotted out. Until then they were written down 
~aainst him; but the precious blood avails, and 
atonement is co1nplcte. 

Dear reader, is it thus with you 1 .Are your sins 
blotted out 1 or do they still rest upon your own 
head 1 Oh, fearful, fearful will be the wrath and 
indignation which 1nust fall upon you, if you despise 
this great salvation ! God presents the blood of 
Christ to you. He tells you it is the provision for 
your guilt, a complete atonement for your soul 
He conim-ands you to believe on the Loru Jesus 
Christ, to apply to Hi1n to n1ake atonement for you; 
anu if you refuse He will hold you guilty of the 
bloo<l of His Son, and punish you accordingly. 

Oh, flee, flee while there is yet time to Christ I 
]Jelieve in Him, claim Him as your own sin-offering, 
anu God ,vill accept a.nu bless you for His sake. 
"It is the blood that 111aketh an atonement for the 
soul . . . and I have given it to you" (says God) 
"upon the altar to n1ake an atonement for your 
souls " (Lev. xvii. 11 ), not prayers, nor tears, nor 
faith, but the blooJ. If all the prayers, good " 'orks, 
obedience, and faith that have evor been, could be 
gathered up anJ prosontcd to God, they could not 
o.tono for ono siuglo sin. The blood, the blood 
alone avails, an<l the Lord Jesus alone is able to 
present it aright to Go<l. 
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we must be in the immediate presence of God, 
before we can enter into God's thoughts about Him 
as the sin-offering, or in any measure apprehend the 
intensity of His sufferings when made sin for us. 

The same law applied to the trespass-offering 
(Lev. vii. 1-7) ; which teaches us that we must go 
into the holy place to learn out the heinousness of 
any act of disobedience. 

The ram of consecration was also eaten in the 
court of the tabernacle (Lev. viii. 31-35) ; and 
only as we abide in the secret presence of the 
Lord, and there ponder upon and delight in Christ's 
claims upon us, can we get steadfastness of purpose, 
to yield ourselves a living sacrifice to Him. 

Oh fol. hearts which will habitually go in and 
feast with God, and enter into Ms joys, His com-
forts, His delights ! If we do not go in, we shall 

—still be fed ; but we shall only have the portion 
which the priests took home with them. 

Again, all the best of the oil, and the wine, and 
the wheat belonged to the priests. (Num. x-viii. 
12-20.) How preciously true ! 

The best of the oil. Is there any unction or power 
to be compared to our oil—the power of the Spirit ? 
(Matt. x. 19, 20 ; Mark xiii. 11; John xvi. 13-15; 
2 Cor. i. 21, 22 ; Gal. iv. 6 ; 1 John ii. 20, 27.) 

The best of the wine—" Fulness of joy;" " plea-
sures for evermore " (Psalm xvi. 11) ; "abundantly 
satisfied ;" and " rivers of pleasures." (Psalm xxxvi. 
8.) Does not this surpass all the possible excite. 
went or pleasures of this world ? 

E 
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But there is another point. The Lord ,Jesus not 
only thus graciously n1eets the need of the poor 
sinner who flies to IIim, but in IIis wondrous 
grace He also atones for all tho daily, hourly sins 
of all His people. In un,voarying, faithful love, 
He nns,vers for all our guilt. He does not even 
wait for confession, but puts it away with His 
precious blood, and thus keeps us free from all 
condemnation. 

Dear child of God, do you believe this 1 Do 
you enjoy it� Is it the habit of your soul to keep 
your hand upon Christ as your sin-offering, and to 
look up and know that all your sin passes upon 
Him, and is met ,vith His precious blood� It is 
true whether you believe it or not, and therefore 

you are justified from all things; but if you believe 
it, it will fill you ,vith joy and gratitu<lo, and con
strain you to ,valk very softly, so that the Lord 
Jesus n1ay not be pained and burdened ,Yi th your 
sms. 

Have you not often kept a,vay from the Lord 
because you scarcely kne,v ho,v to return 1 You 
knew you had sinned; yes, deeply sinned, and felt 
that you needed some fresh sa.tisfaction for your 
sin, and with one of old, you ,vere ready to cry 
out, "Wherewith shall I con10 before the Lord, or 
bow n1yself before the high God 1" (:�Iicah vi. 6.) 

Oh, dear child of God, the blood, the precious 
bloo<l of Christ, is God's provision for you ! You 
nec<l no other plea; yon n1nst not bring unothor 
�acriilce. No tcn.rij, no pray ors, 110 tlcop rcpontanco 

Q 
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The priests were also commanded to teach the 
people the law of the Lord (Mal. ii. 7), and in 
difficult cases to show the Lord's sentence of 
judgment. If we carefully read Deut. xvii. 8-11, 
we learn that they had no right to give their 
own judgment about the matters brought before 
them; but had to search out the mind of the Lord, 
and show what was His sentence. And if we will 
humbly and reverently search out the mind of the 
Lord, as revealed in His written word, we shall be 
able to show others from the Book, what He would 
have them do. 

Oh, the amazing joys and privileges of our 
priestly office I The Lord make us very earnest 
and watchful in fulfilling them. 

"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE." 

WE should seek to comfort others with the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves have been comforted of 
God. Oh, the comfort of His love I Do you know 
it, dear child of God 1 If so, let your heart go out 
in bowels of mercies to those who know it not. 
Show them the same love which you have enjoyed 
yourself. Be like-minded with Christ. Have the 
same mind to others as Christ has towards you. 
Deal patiently with them. Bear with their ignor-
ance and. folly. Let your compassions flow out to 
them, and seek to help and comfort them, even as 
He has helped and comforted you. 
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,vill avail. The blood alone will do. Just lay 
your hand on Christ. Look up to Him, and 
see Ilin1 seated there, your great High Priest, to 
speak of the blood, and 1nake atonement for you. 
This gives boldness to enter into the holiest, and at 
the same tiine it hu1nbles and softens us, and 
n1akes us long to serve Him better. 

Oh, think of His amazing grace, His unwearied 
love ! For more than 1800 years, He has carried 
on His faithful priestly work - confessing and 
putting a way sin. As the cross word falls from 
your lips, as the ,vrong act is committed by you,, 
He confesses and puts it away. He bears the 
pain; He feels the shame; and will you not gird 
your loins ,vith energy and zeal, and seek hence
forth to be a praise and a joy instead of a shame 
and a grief to Him ~ 

I hope son1e of you do so walk ·with Christ that 
you can say with Pa1:1l, you know nothing against 
yo-qrselves; but even then there are sins of ignor
ance, and you still need the atoning power of that 
precious blood. But the Lord Jesus is not grieved 
with sins of ignorance; Ho can n1ake allow·anco 
for them. They are sins, and God in His holiness 
must demand atonement for them; but He has 
1nade such full provision for us in the priesthood 
of Christ, that Ho is able thoroughly to pass over 
all our iniquities, transgressions, and sins; and also 
to take pleasure in us, and rcj oice over every Ii ttle 
thing we do to please Him. Surely we ,vill triumph 
~ Him, antl glory in the God of our salvation. 
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This is very solemn. Which would you like ? 
To be just inside heaven saved so as by fire? 
one of the least in the kingdom Or close, close 
to the Lord ? abounding in fruit ? and able to 
minister special joy to Him ? Every act Of our 
lives will tell for eternity. Every hour may be 
redeemed by doing His will, or wasted in self-
will or folly. All, all will be remembered. All, 
all will tell, and help to fix our eternal -place. 

Do you not desire a place of special nearness to 
Christ by-and-by, and ability to stand before Him 
and minister to Him? Oh, then, be true to Him 
now] and do not_ go astray with others. Do not go 
after any forbidden thing, or turn aside from any of 
His commandments. If you take His precepts, 
and bind them round you as a chain, you will soon 
be filled with the fruits of righteousness, and able 
to yield Him " royal dainties." (Genesis xlix. 20.) 

But you may say, How can. I, a poor sinner, yield 
the Lord royal dainties ? By feeding upon the ful- 
ness of Christ—the effectual spiritual food which 
God has provided for you. As the health and 
vigour of our bodies, depend in great measure upon 
the food we eat, so our new-born spirits are 
dependent upon spiritual food. We might as well 
seek to sustain our bodies upon ashes, as feed our 
spirits upon earthly things. 

Alas how many of God's children seek the'ir 
present portion in earthly affections, expectations, 
and hopes, or even innocent pleasures. They look to 
Christ for salvation, but seek their daily joy in 
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GRACE TO HELP, 

AS MANIFESTED IN l'HE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST. 

HEB. ii. 18; iv. 14-16; LEY. xxiv. 1-4; ExoD. xxx. 7, 8. 

THE second point mentioned in Hebrews about 
the priesthood of Christ is " succour " for the 

tom pted, and " grace to help in time of need." 
Atonement is not enough, ·we need" grace to help" 
ns well. 

Dear child of God, have you not often confessed 
some special sin to the Lord, and been assured that 
it was quite forgiven, and yet afterwards you have 
fallen into it again and again 1 .And why~ Because 
you were satisfied with atonement and a sense of par
don, and did not seek the needed "succour," which 
would have secured victory as well as forgiveness. 

Our Lord Jesus is appointed by God to give this 
succour. It is part of His priestly work; and He 
loves to see us come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may not only obtain "mercy," but also 
"grace to help." He is mercifuJ and faithful; He 
perfectly fulfils His priestly office ; and when we 
do not obtain this help, it is because we are careless 
about it. 

But let us turn to our heavenly mirror-the Old 
Testament types-and seek through them to learn 
out a few secrets connected with this "succour." 
The seven-branched golden candlestick mentioned 
in Exodus xxv, 31-39 unveils these secrets, 
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THE GLORY OF THE LORD. 
EZEKIEL 1. 

IT  OW wonderful are the beauties which our 
heavenly mirror reflects ! In this chapter 

we have a reflection of the glory of the Lord 
(v. 28), and the frequent repetition of the two 
words " appearance " and "likeness " prove, that 
all the particulars mentioned, are emb] ems of the 
beauties and glories, which characterised our pre-
cious Lord when He—" the brightness of glory "—
trod the earth ; and also point out how we—His 
members—can become His glory by reflecting Him. 

The mention of a man upon the throne in 
heaven (v. 26), also proves that the vision applies 
to the present dispensation, because our Lord Jesus 
was not enthroned in heaven as the Man, until after 
His resurrection from the dead. 

But, oh, how wonderful that we poor sinners 
may become the glory of the Lord (Isa. xlvi. 13 ; 
Jer. xiii. 11; 1 Cor. xi. 7 ; 2 Cor. viii. 23), and 
be a constant source of delight and joy to Him ! 
(Isa. lxii. 3, 4 ; Zeph. iii. 17 ; Phil. i. 11.) 

But how can this be brought about I Our blessed 
God has told us, " We all, with open face behold-
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory." (2 Cor. 
iii. 18.) It is a gradual development. We do not 
grow up into Christ at once, but little by little, 
from glory to glory, one fruit added to another. 
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You remember the words, "I am the light of the 
,\yorld" (John ix. 5); and again, "Ye are the light 
of the world;" and again, "Let your light so shiue 
before men" (1:latt. v. 14, 16), which prove that this 
golden candlestick typifies Christ and the Church. 

Tl1ere are strange ordinances connected ,vith this 
candlestick. One was that Aaron, the greatest 
digni_tary in Israel, was appointed to do the menial 
,vork of trimming the lan1ps. We should have 
appointed Levites to do it. But no indeed; that 
,vould have spoilt the type ; for Jesus, Jesus only, 
our great High Priest, is able to trim our souls, and 
111ake our light burn brightly . 

.Again, these lamps were to be trimmed in the 
holy place, outside the veil, right under the eye of 
God. Such a thought ,,vould never have entered 
our minds. We should surely have ordained that 
they should be trinlilled in the outer court. 

But this also ,vould have spoilt the type. We 
obtain pardon at the altar of burnt-offering; but if' 
we desire the victory over sin, we must go into the 
holy place, and there sit down ·quietly at the feet 
of Jesus, and co�une with Him about it, and 
allow Him, ,vith His gentle, teu<ler hand, to use 
the golden snuffers of His ,vord (Exod. xxxvii. 23), 
and remove the charred ,vick of wrong thoughts 
and feeHngs from our hearts. 

For instance, suppose you have been overtaken 
11y te1nper, you naturally go and confess it, and get 
it forgiven. But do you go iuto the Lord's 
1,rese11ce, and talk with Hin1 Rhout i� 1 Do you sit 
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why we so often find ourselves unequal to our cir-
cumstances. But if we are wise, instead of being 
disheartened, we shall just cast ourselves in our 
helplessness upon Him, and seek to draw out of 
Hip fulness the needed grace, and thus the lacking 
face will be gradually formed in us, through the very 
things which seem. to be against us. We - should 
not turn aside because of difficulties ; for it is only 
as we go "straight forward," that the lacking faces 
will be formed in us. 

Thus if my circumstances require courage, and I 
go through them with the Lord, the lion face will 
be increased ; and if patient endurance is called 
for, the ox face will increase. We are at school, 
and our surroundings are appointed by Him, to 
produce exercise of soul, so that His likeness may 
be perfected in us. True, we cannot be His glory 
until these faces are 'formed in us ; but, blessed be 
His name, He rejoices over us as He sees them 
growing. Thus, even when we are mourning over 
our failures, we may still look up, and know that 
He is pleased with, and accepts our efforts to do 
His will. 

" Wings stretched upward." (v. 11.) This ira-
plies effort ; and in service for the Lord we always 
need to have our wings stretched upward, with ono 
constant cry—" Help, Lord." As the branch draws 
its sap from. the vine, so we need continually to 
draw fresh supplies of grace from Him. But wo 
also read— 

" Two covered their bodies," which implies perfect 
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s.t His feet, and ask Him to give you His thoughts 
about it 1 Do you ask Him to search your heart 
for you, and sho,v you what secretly-indulged feel
ing caused you to be tripped up so easily 1 And do 
you remain under His gentle hand, listening to His 
words about that temper, until the self-will, or 
pride, or impatience, is all brought down, and you 
feel as if you could go through the same scene 
again without being even ruffied 1 

Untrimmed lamps would smoke and smell; and 
ah, how of ten has sin of some kind or other spoilt 
our testimony, and sent forth an offensive smell, 
instead of a s,veet savour of Christ 1 

The hidden or indulged sin of our hearts is the 
charred wick. Our precious Lord alone can 
remove it. We cannot do it ourselves. It is of 
no Use to lie upon the ground, bemoaning and groan
ing over it ; we must take it into His presence, 
and sit down-there. It cannot be done hurriedly. 
If Aaron had trimmed the lamps roughly or 
hurriedly, they would have been sure to smoke. 
We must give tlie Lord time. We must abide 
quietly in His presence, and give Him time to 
talk to us, and show us our v,rong thoughts, and 
correct our wrong judgments, and teach us His 
,vays and His thoughts. Thus our feelings ·will 
be· gradually changed, and the charred ,vick be 
gently removed. 

I would repeat it, we must giv~ Him time. 
One reason why so many of God's chilclren go 
on bemoaning unconquered sin is, because they do 
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that it could not be hid, and just flowing out of us 
in everything we do. 
. "Ran, and returned as . . . a flash of lightning" 
(v. 14)—swift and ready obedience. Ready to run 
out and do whatever the Lord desires ; but back 
again, quick as a flash of lightning. The Lord, our 
habitation, whereunto we continually resort. (Psalm 
lxxi. 3.) Oh, this is the secret of strength—so to 
dwell in His presence that it becomes our home, to 
which we naturally return ; ready to go out and do 
anything for Him, but glad and quick to come 
back, to commune with Him. 

The next appearance is " one wheel." (v. 15.) 
Nothing moves so easily upon the earth as A wheel, 
and surely this suggests adaptability for service 
here below. As we go "straight forward " in the 
path of obedience, an aptitude is formed for the 
performance of that which at first we did very 
awkwardly, and what was done with great effort at 
first, becomes gradually easy. 

" The colour, beryl" (v. 16), points to the human 
body. And when our bodies are yielded to Him, 
how thoroughly we find them adapted for His 
service on earth ! 

"A wheel in the middle of a wheel —wound up 
like a clock, and propelled from the inside. The 
love of Christ constraining us ; our great motive to 
please and gladden Him. When love grows cold 
our obedience flags, and we need again to be wound 
up with the love of Christ. 

Again we read, " They turned not when the!, 
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not abide' sufficiently long in the Lord's presence 
to give Hin1 time to put their thoughts and feelings 
to rights. Cleansing by blood is instantaneous, 
but cleansing or snuffing by the word takes time; 
and th is Llou ble cleansing is necessary in order to 
ensure victory over sin . 

.Again, the lan1ps needed to be trimmed eYery 
day; and ,ve neeJ daily snuffing. \Ve ought to 
be ashamed to go about unsnuffed. It is not a 
painful process, unless ,ve have been sadly neglect
ing it ; anJ even then our precious Lord is so 
tender, so pitiful, that we need not fear His hand. 
He docs it with such a gentle, gracious hand. He 
never upbraids us ,vhen He removes our charred 
,vick; but He does complain when we are careless 
about it, and go on ,vithout being trimmed. He 
longs to see us shine brightly, and ,valk ,vorthy of 
Him, and is always ready to minister the needed 
grace. 

Then there is the oil-the fresh po,ver and 
fulness of the Spirit. Ilad .Aaron poured in the 
fresh oil ,vithout removing the charred ·wick, the 
lamps ·would have s1noked ,verse than before. Ho,v 
often is it thus ,vith God's dear children! They 
go to a meeting and enjoy it; but there has been 
no sclf-judg1ncnt, no snuffing off of the charred 
,vick, and they con1e out and have less po"rcr 
to ,valk with the Lord than before. Ho,v 
iinportant the snuffing ! The Lord ,vill ncYcr fail 
to pour in the fresh oil after snuffing; and then 
with righted f celiugs, and incrcascJ joy and power, 

•
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and then we shall not go on doing His work in a 
wrong way. He will show us our mistakes, and 
lovingly, tenderly put us in the right way. Oh, 
how blessed to be thus led and empowered by Him! 
not doing our own will, or thinking our own thoughts, 
or speaking our own words, but just His messengers 
delivering His message, and conscious of His 
approval. 

Verses 26, 27: "Above the firmament," &c. There 
sits our precious Lord rejoicing over us, watching, 
directing, sustaining all our service ; and seeking to 
lead us on and on, into increased fellowship with 
Himself, until our thoughts and feelings and desires, 
are all brought into unison with His. 

The living creatures were " under the God of 
Israel" (chap. x. 20), and only as. we dwell under 
the shadow and rule of Christ can we become a 
glory or a joy to Him. Oh for such true, thorough 
subjection to Him, that all His glory and grace may 
be reflected by us ! 

Ps. civ. 24 " 0 Lord, how manifold are thy 
works ! " There are no two leaves and no two 
blades of grass alike. In His wisdom has He 
made them all. But oh, what a joy to know that 
there are no two people alike, and. there will be no 
duplicates in heaven! There is a place in heaven, 
and also a place in Christ's heart, that you, and you 
alone, can fill. If this were not true your dupli-
cate could fill your place, and you would not be 
missed. 
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we can come forth to serve Him, ancl bfing forth

fruit to His praise. 
One thought more. In �odus xxx. 7, 8, we 

read that .Aaron was to burn incense before the 
Lord whenever be tri1n111ed the lamps. There 
would be an off cnsive sn1ell as he tTim1ned the 
lamps, and this was to be overpowered by the 
fragrant incense. Ho,,r precious! Thus our Lord 
Jesus presents His own perfections to His Father, 
whenever He ren1oves the charred wick from us; 
and the sweetness of that delicious perfume rejoices 
God, and brings fresh blessings down upon us. 

The Lord help us to remember these truths, 
so that henceforth we may knO'\\'T the joy of having 
our lamps continually trimn1ed, and thus our light 
may be kept continually bright and steady. 
(Lev. xxiv. 2-4.) 

"ALL MANNER OF PLEASANT FRUITS.'' 

CANT, vii. 13. 

ONE of our joys in heaven ,vill be, to look back 
and see that we have helped other Christians to 
bring forth fruit to the Lord. Our own capacity is 
lin1ited. Do you not feel ho,v incapable you are of 
?ringing forth certain fruits 1 or that the quantity 
1s so small, and the quality so poor 1 And will it 
not be a joy, to find that you have helped others to 
bring forth those very fruits in rich abundance 1 
You will enjoy their joy, and share in the Lord's 
joy over then1. 

, 

•

• 
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and therefore rests, satisfied.  indeed.. The restless 
cravings of. the wolf are stilled, and he cleaves to 
the Lord Jesus, looking up into His face, resting in 
His love, contented indeed, yea, delighting in Him. 

" The Lord shall cover him all the day long." 
Not an occasional blessing ; but continually covered, 
sheltered, satisfied with Christ ; every longing met 
by Him. 

Oh, what a joy, what a rest, to know that, instead 
of crushing our desires, He is able and willing 
to gratify them to the full ! " He will fulfil the 
desire of them that fear Him." Yes, God has 
weighed and pondered every possible desire of our 
hearts, and made full provision for them all in and 
through Christ. He has given Him to us, -and all 
that He has or is, that we may enjoy Him, and be 
so filled with His fulness, that it may overflow from 
us, and pour forth in blessings to those around us. 

" And He shall dwell between His shoulders," 
supported by the Lord, leaning upon Him, listening 
to Him, full of joy and gladness, and. able to go 
on triumphantly, because dwelling between His 
shoulders. 

What a blessed picture ! And such is the result 
of fellowship with Christ. His mighty, transform-
ing power is so great, that He can change the 
basest and most despicable nature into that which 
is noble, lovely, and loveable. There is nothing 
too hard for Him ; and Ho delights to take up 
those who are wretched and despised, and to make 
them honourable and intensely happy. 

S 2 'l'IIE IN'l'EllCESSION OP CtmlST • 
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THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST. 

RoM. viii, 34; HEB. vii. 25; ExoD. xxix. 38-43, m. 7, 8. 

WHAT a precious, joyous truth! Our Great 
High Priest is al ways 111aking intercession 

for us; not only presenting our prayers and praises, 
but making active intercession for us, and Him the 
Father heareth always. (John xi. 42.) 

The continual burnt-offering and perpetual in• 
cense that was ordained under the Levitical law 
beautifully exemplifies this. (See Exod. xxix. 38-43, 
xxx. 7, 8; Lev. vi. 9-13; Num. xxviii. 3-8.) 

The priest was comn1anded to keep the fire always 
burning upon the altar (Lev. vi. 9-13); and how• 
ever careless the people n1ight be, it was his busi
ness to offer up a fresh lamb every morning and 
every evening, so that tbe sweet savour of the 
burnt-offering might continually ascend up to God. 

The s-weet savour of the burnt-offering typified 
all the glories, beauties, and perfections of Christ; 
and, oh, how God delights in them ! Not only does 
He delight in all His ways as the Man of sorrows, 

• and acquainted ,vith grief; but think of God's joy 
in Him now, as He fulfils His priestly ,vork for us ! 
What fresh pleasure our blessed God has found in 
the Lord Jesus to-day! With what delight has 
He marked His thoughts, His feelings, His ,vords, 
His ways ; His patience, love, and gentleness ! 
What joy He has found in watching His gentle, 
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Do you believe this, dear child of God I Do 
you believe in His power and willingness to 
transform you to overcome all that you abhor in 
yourself, and make you very beautiful el The power 
that worketh in you is indeed sufficient. Oh, be-
lieve it, enjoy it, rest in it, and. calculate upon it ! 

Like Benjamin, keep close to Him ; and nestling 
in His love, yOur heart will be filled and blessed ; 
and as you walk with Him, you will grow up into 
His likeness, and be satisfied indeed 

"THE STONES OF THE TEMPLE." 
1 KiNas v. 11, 18; Epn. IL 19-22; 1 Pomp. Ii. 5. 

THE Church is the living temple of the Lord, 
His eternal habitation that He is preparing for 

Himself. In an earthly building the stones greatly 
vary, both in size, shape, and beauty. And so will 
it be in the heavenly temple. Each believer is a 
living stone, and when the last stone is perfected, 
the whole building will shine forth beautiful and 
glorious, and every stone will be in its proper place. 

The stones of Solomon's temple were all made 
ready in the stonemason's yard, " so that there was 
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard 
in the house, while it was building." (1 Kings vi. 7.) 
So will it be with the living temple, which our pre-
cious Lord is building for Himself. This world is 
His workshop, and our eternal beauty and glory will 
depend entirely, upon our preparation hero below. 

We read, of great stones, costly stones, and hewed 
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loving ways with His foolish and, maybe, wilful 
people-and His long-suffering grace towards poor 
unsaved ones! 

Yes, yes, indeed, each thought and word and act 
of Christ has been an offering of a sweet savour to 
God. Like the incense in the holy place, it has 
filled heaven with its perfume. .And, dear child of 
God, the Lord Jesus· presents all these perfections 
to God for you; and blessings, rich, abundant 
blessings, flo,v do,vn to you, as the expression of 
God's continual delight in Christ. 

In the sin-offering all our sins are imputed to 
Christ, and He pays the penalty; but in the burnt. 
offering all His perfections are imputed to us, and 
""e receive the recompence which He deserves. 
Thus the substitution is double; and as He was 
made sin for us, so ,ve are made the righteousness 
of God in Him. (2 Cor. v. 21.) 

This truth of double substitution is also typified 
in nearly all the sin-offerings. The blood ,vas pre
sented as an atonernent for sin, and then the fat 
and the inwards were burnt as a s,veet savour to

. . 

God, and both ,vere accepted as the offerer's gifts to 
God. Our union ,vith Christ is so real, and Christ's 
intercession for us so effectual, that God accepts 
His perfections as if they flo,ved from our hearts. 
We stand accepted in the Beloved, and He does not 
enquire what we deserve, but blesses us according 
to the deserts of Christ. True, He does not always 
give us joy and power, because when we are proud 
and wilful they would be curses, and not blessings; 
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stones (1 Kings v. 17, 18); of stones sawed within 
and without (1 Kings vii. 9) ; of precious stones 
for beauty (2 Chron. iii. 6); and of stones inlaid 
with sapphires and fair colours. (Isa. liv. 11.) 
Who would not wish to be a beautifully-carved 
stone, inlaid with fair colours, rather than a small 
plain stone 

I believe that it depends very much upon our 
selves what kind of stone we shall each be. If we 
desire to be beautiful. stones, we must yield to the 
Lord's hand, and walk in His ways, instead of being 
restless and wilful. 

The word of God is the saw—the sharp, two- 
edged sword of the Spirit—provided by cod to hew 

- off the excrescences of our flesh. But we must 
work together with Him. In the old-fashioned 
saw-pits, there used to be an upper and a lower 
sawyer, and the one could not work without the 
other. Surely it is thus with us. The Holy Ghost 
is the upper sawyer, and we are the lower ones. 
Oh, seize the handle of the saw and work with 
Him, and your sins will be subdued ! Do not spare 
the evil of your heart or ways, but bring every 
thought and feeling under the power of the keen 
edge of the word of God, and you will become a 
hewn stone. 

If we do not use the saw, the Lord seeks to 
bring down our flesh by the circumstances around 
us ; He uses them as His chisel ; and thus a Chris-
tian's life is often chip, chip, worry, worry, all day 
long, and the ugliness of the flesh is seen in such, 

34 THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST. 

but He deals ,vith us accoriling to His knowledge 
of our need. Ofttimes the rod, or trial, is the 
richest blessing He could besto,v. 

Do you believe this, dear chilu of God 1 do you 
enjoy it 1 Is it the habit of your soul to draw near 
to God and ask for what Christ deserves 1 On the 
contrary, how often ha vc you used Christ as your 
sin-offering, and been conscious of forgiveness; but 
because you did not discern Him as your burnt
offering, you have scarcely dared to lift up your 
face to God, and have had little expectation of 
blessings from Him. 

Oh, believe in Christ as your burnt-offering! 
Use Him, enjoy Him as such; and then you will 
not only be assured of perfect forgiveness, but also 
have faith to present the perfections of the Lord 
Jesus to God as if they proceeded from your heart, 
and be able to ask God to bless you according to 
His delight in His Son. Oh, what confidence this 
·would give! What quietness and rest of soul! 
What certainty that God would hear and answer 
prayer! What joy and gladness! What thanks
giving and praise! Oh for increase of ·faith that 
we may take our portion! 

But to return to the continual burnt-offering, 
,vhich specially typifies the intercession of Christ 
for us. It was the priest's business to provide and 
offer that, and our precious Lord ever lives to make 
intercession for us. Often, alas! through unbelief 
or carelessness ,ve neglect to present J-fis perfections 
to God as our plea for blessing; but Ile abideth 
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instead of the beauty of - the Lord. True, .we shall 
still have trials and worries, even if we do use the 
saw against our flesh ; but then those trials will 
become the pumice-stone to smooth and polish and 
beautify. 

Again, there are carved stones : those who spe-
cially reflect the beauty of Christ, and grow up 
into His likeness. But this involves suffering. If 
stones could feel, a carved stone would suffer more 
than one that was only cut square ; and -we are 
living stones, and we do feel. 

But oh, the gain, the glorious gain ! Dear, suf-
fering child of God, take courage. Look up in His 
face, and learn the secret of His dealings with you. 
You have set your heart upon some special spiritual 
beauty, you have asked the Lord to work it in you; 
and can you not trace His chisel in your present 
woe, and see that He is indeed fulfilling your desire 1. 

Perhaps you cry out and say, " Oh,-  anything but 
this ! " But courage, courage I Only a little while. 
The chisel will soon have done its work, and then 
to all eternity you will look back and thank the 
Lord that He did not stay His hand because of 
your crying. Maybe, you have asked to .be inlaid 
with fair colours, and if so, a piece of the stone 
must be very carefully and skilfully cut out, to 
make moth for the precious inlaying. 

For instance, suppose you aro very loving, and 
you ask to be filled with the affections of Christ. 
Some of your natural affections must be cut out, 
wounded, and crushed, to make room for his divine 
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faithful; He still speaks to God for us, and bless
ings unnumbered, and often unnoticed too, flow 
do,vn to us because of llis unwcarieu intercession 
for us. ,v ell n1ay ,ve ptaise and bless His name ; 
and ,vhen ,ve reach our home, with ,vhat wonder, 
love, and praise we shall look back, and trace out 
the blessed, joyous fruits of His patient, loving 
intercession! 

Dear unsaved one, ,vould you not like to have 
Christ as your Priest 1 Remember He is not your 
Priest until you come to Him. If you have not 
fled to Jesus you have no Priest, no .Advocate, no 
1'Iediator, no one to speak to God for you, no one· 
to plead your cause. The Lord Jesus never 
mentions your nan1e to His Father. " I pray 
not for the world." (John xvii. 9.) These are His 
own words, and therefore He cannot make inter
cession for yvn, until you cast yourself at His feet, 
and receive Him as your own Saviour. Oh, what 
an awful truth! You stand alone before God, a 
condemned and guilty sinner ,vith the wrath of 
God abiding on you, and fearful judgment awaiting 
you. 

Oh, flee, flee to the Lord Jesus ! Flee to Him at 
once. Ask Him to become your Saviour and your 
Priest, and that very moment He will mention 
your name to God, and becon1e your .Advocate, 
your Mediator. 
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work just rests upon Him ; and our part is to be obe-
dient willing servants, and work together with Him. 

The plummet is not • in the devil's hands, nor in 
yours, nor in anyone's hand but the Lord's, and the 
end will be glory, honour, and praise for ever and 
ever. Oh, what rest and quietness of soul this 
gives ! what confidence and rest in the midst of 
things we cannot understand I 

But, you ask, will all the stones be made glorious? 
In one sense yes, and in another sense no. Very 
many Christians will be saved so as by fire, and 
they will be the small plain stones of the building, 
cut square, and fitted for their place, but not orna-
mented. 

You may say, How can they be to the Lord's 
glory ? They will show  forth the riches of His 
grace, and to all eternity will manifest the precious-
ness of the blood of Christ, which could, save them 
in spite of all their wilfulness and folly, and His 
wonderful patience in bearing with all their crooked 
ways. 

The beautifully carved stones, inlaid with 
precious jewels, will show forth the exceeding 
greatness of His power, in enabling them to over-
come their sins, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness. Others will show forth His manifold 
wisdom, in leading them through fire and through 
water, and thus enriching and beautifying them. 

Thus the exceeding riches of His grace, the 
exceeding greatness of His power, and His manifold 
wisdom, will all be manifested, and shine forth to 

l 
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THE MELCHISEDEC PRIESTHOOD. 
G&~. xiv. 18-20; HEB. vii. 1-17; Pa. ex. 4. 

I F we turn to Genesis xiv. we find that Mel• 
chisedec met Abraham returning from the 

slaughter of the kings, and blessed him. In self
sacrificing love to Lot, Abraham travelled more than 
three hundred miles to deliver him from his captors. 
It was a noble act, but be must have been very 
weary ; and then Melchisedec brings forth bread 
and wine, and blesses him. 

What a precious type of our blessed Lord Jesus ! 
As the .A.aronic priest, He meets all our need as 
sinners ; and as the Melchisedec priest, He feasts, 
enriches, and blesses those who deny themselves 
for His sake. 

His Melchisedec priesthood is eternal To all 
eternity He will delight to bless and feast us. But 
even now we may know this joy, for it is a special 
pleasure to Him to refresh and bless His obedient 
people. 

Let us glance at a few Old Testament illustra• 
tions. 1 Chron. xvi. 1-3. David had been obe• 
dient ; he had brought the ark ( the type of the 
Lord Jesus) into its place, and the result was joy 
and feasting. Oh, give Jesus His place in your 
heart, and you will have heavenly bread and flesh 
and wine in abundance ! Give Him His place in 
the assembly, and you will have collective feasting. 

1 Kings viii. 62, 66. Fourteen days continued 
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Jacob's special sin was that he tried to manage 
for himself by contrivance and cunning. He liked 
to go his own way, and to do his own will, and 
was not willing to be led by the Lord. No wonder 
his life was a sad one, and that he was always 
betting himself into trouble. 

It might have been so different with him. If 
Jacob had been willing and obedient,. the Lord 
would have gone before him, upheld and guided 
all his steps, and loaded him with loving-kindness 
and tender mercies. Oh, what countless blessings 
he lost through his foolish and crooked ways ! 
Still the Lord was faithful ; He kept His promise. 
He never left him ; but went after him in all his 
wanderings, and never rested until He had taught 
him to obey and serve Him. 

What a beautiful shadow of His ways with us. 
We are His own, His ransomed ones ; and He 
will never, no, never leave us. He has pledged 
Himself to keep us wherever we go, and will not 
rest until He has made us perfectly holy. Still, 
like Jacob, we shall be terrible losers if wo are 
foolish and disobedient children. True, the Lord 
will keep us to the end ; but, oh, what folly to 
waste our lives in wandering about in a waste and 
howling wilderness, instead of living in His 
presence, and enjoying His smile, and feasting 
upon the goodness of His house. 

There is no joy like the light of His countenance 
(Ps. iv. 6) ; and no pleasures like those at His 
right hand. (Ps. xvi. 11.) But Jacob did not feel 
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feasting and exceeding joy was the natural fruit of 
the expense and labour of building the temple. 

2 Chron. xxx. 21-27. .Another fourteen days of 
gladness, joy, and feasting, because Hezekiah had 
brought the people back to the Lord. 

It is always thus. Our great Melchisedec repays 
a hundredfold, and loves to bring forth the bread 
and ,vine, and feast His faithful servants. 

The Spirit of God says about Melchisedec, "Of 
,vhom we have many things to say, and hard to be 
uttered,, ( and ,v hy ~), "seeing ye are dull of hearing.'' 
(Heb. v. 10-14.) Yes, indeed ; we can only learn 
out the secrets of the Melchisedec priesthood in 
proportion as our senses are exercised to discern 
both good and evil. 

We read also that Melchisedec blessed .A.brahmn, 
and .Abraham was so enriched and strengthened Ly 
this blessing that he not only gave 1'Ielchisedec 
tithes of all, but also refused all Bera's gifts. (Gen. 
xiv. 21-24.) 

It will be always thus when we enjoy the Mel
chisedec ministry of Christ. The bread He gives 
is so strengthening, the wine so stimulating, and 
the blessing so satisfying, that ,ve are enabled to 
despise and refuse all Satan's "dainty meats" (Prov. 
xxiii. 6, 7), and get fired with a burning desire to 
yickl up everything to Christ. 

1felchisedec accepted tho tithes ; antl, oh, with 
what joy our precious Lord accepts our freewill
offerings 1 As our great Iligh Priest lie presents 
our praises, prayer~ and fii~st-f,:uits to God. (IIeb, 
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this; he know nothing of the joy of fellowship 
with God. He was afraid of Him ; for he was self-
willed, and his ways wore crooked. 

Are you like him, dear child of God ? are you 
indifferent to, or afraid of, the presence of God ? 
Or can you say with David, " One thing I have 
desired," that I may be near Him, that I may hear 
His voice, that I may dwell in His house ? (Ps. 
xxvii. 4-6,) If so, you will sing, yea, sing praises 
unto the Lord, and offer Him sacrifices of joy. 

Poor Jacob was afraid to trust the Lord, and 
therefore, instead of telling his desires to Him, he 
always tried to manage for himself ; and what a life 
of sorrow he had. Oh, may we learn to tell out 
all our desires to Him I He will never say no to us 
if we are truly obedient, unless we ask for some-
thing which He knows would do us harm. He 
always indulges obedient children, and delights to 
grant their requests. 

But let us follow Jacob a little further. 
He goes on to Laban, and is cheated by him, 

even as he had cheated his brother. This is one of 
God's unchanging statutes—whatever we sow we 
shall reap (Gal. vi. 7) ; it will come back to us 
again. Let us take care what we sow. 

This was his first trouble. Then lie had no 
comfort in his home—ho had two wives who 
quarrelled. Ho then devised means to get posses- • 
sion of Laban's cattle ; and when he thought be 
had succeeded, Laban changed his wages ten times 
(Gen. xxxi. 41); and thus kept him in a state of 
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xiii. 15, 16.) He docs not despise our little gifts,
hnt rejoices oYer t.hem. They are a sweet savour to
I I i.m, the outco1ne of loYe and gratitude, and He
fl'asts upon thcrn in heaven with His Father.

Is not this a stin1uJating truth 1 Should it not 
stir us up to lay up all manner of pleasant fruits 
for lliin 1 (Cant. vii. 13) LoYe, joy, peace, long
sufferi.ng, patience, self-denial, self-sacrifice, anu 
obedience; yes, all n1anner of pleasant fruits, each 
one in its season, increasing and abounding con
tinually, so that Ile 1nay have goodly baskets to 
present to His Fathor. (Deut. xxvi. 1-11.) 

Think again. The Lord Jesus is continually 
occupied as your great High Priest; and will you 
not try to make llis service for you a pleasant one 1 

When ?JOU sin, He takes it upon Hiinself, and 
puts it ::nvay. 

TVhen you /all, He is full of com passion, and 
ready to help you up again, and 111ake you more 
than conqueror. 

At all times He presents His own perfections for 
you, and thus secures abounding blessings for you. 

TVhen you serve Him, He comes forth to feast 
you with heavenly bread a:ncl wine. 

And when youl.J'ringforth.fruit,He gathers it up with 
delight and joy, and feasts upon it with His Father. 

How solemn this is ! How in1portant it rnakes 
our lives! The Lord Jesus is nlwnys occupied for 
you, for n1e, and hour hy hour we either ci1.uso 
Hi1n the shmne and pain of den.ring us f ron1 guilt, 
or else the joy of presenting our fruit, 
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continual anxiety. True, he did get a large 
number of cattle ; but that was because God took 
care that ho should have fair wages. His prosperity 
was not the fruit of his own cunning. 

In Gen. xxxi. the Lord commanded him to return 
to Canaan, and Jacob was so tired of Laban's 
service that he was glad to obey. But why does he 
creep away secretly1 (vv: 20-22.) He was not 
accustomed to obey the Lord, and therefore was 
afraid. He began to obey ; but knew so little of 
the Lord that he had not courage to go away 
openly. Poor Jacob ! Then Laban comes after 
him (vv. .25-55) ; but God forbids him to touch 
him. Oh, surely, if Jacob had not been. well-nigh 
paralysed by his own sins, he would have shouted 
for. joy when he found that Laban did not dare to 
touch him ! 

In Gen. xxxii. we read. that the angels of God 
met him. Yes, when we try to obey the Lord, 
He will meet .us and help us. But see the 
unbelief of Jacob's heart. God had told him to 
return to Canaan, had prevented Laban from hurt-
ing him, had shown him a vision of angels 
hovering over him to protect him, and yet, when 
he heard Esau was coming to meet him with four 
hundred. men, " he was greatly afraid, and 
distressed." (vv. 4-8.) 

He was afraid because he knew so little of the 
Lord. He was afraid when the Lord appeared, 
and gave him a wonderful promise (Gen. xxviii. 
17) ; afraid of Laban. (xxxi.) ; and now afraid of 
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Oh that we thus apprehended Jesus! That we 
really saw Him thus occupied for us! What power 
it would give ! What steadfastness of heart and 
purpose! What strength for self-sacrificing obedi
ence and service ! 

BEREAVEMENT. 
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 

name of the Lord."-JoB i, 21. 

THE Lord loves to com£ ort those that mourn, and He 
has four special cups of consolation for those wliose 
friends have departed to bo with Christ. 

First. The joy of the departed. Oh, who can tell 
the intensity of their joy ! (2 Cor. v. 8; Phil. i. 23.) 

Second. The certainty of reunion in His presenco 
for ever. (1 Thess. iv. 13-18.) 

Third. The Lord desires to heal the broken heart, 
by supplying the place of the departed one Him
self; an<l. to fill up the aching voitl which He has 
made, by pouring in the fulness of His intense and 
tender love, and rich and precious sympathy. 

Fourth. The ne,v circun1stances, give the bereaved 
ones the opportunity of learning fresh lessons, and 
bringing forth fresh fruits, which will fit them for 
higher glory, and closer fellowship with Christ for 
ever. 

Dear child of God, do drink these precious cups; 
they will soothe your deepest grief, and make you 
sing for j oy. Oh, do not turn away! for if you 
refuse to be comforted, and nurse your sorrow, the 
Lord will be grieved, an<l your heart will become a 
desolate waste in<lec<L 
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Lord's rod. Had he gone on as commanded to 
Hebron, to his kindred, this would not have 
happened. 

See his terror in chap. xxxiv. 30, 31. Oh, 
Jacob, where is your faithl Why, why distrust 
the Lord I Ah I he had a bad conscience. But he - 
is in terrible trouble, and knoWs not what to do ; 
so the Lord in tender mercy appears to him and 
says, " Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there." 
(Chap. xxxv. 1.) 
• Jacob arose and went, and again the Lord 
appeared to him, and gave him a precious promise; 
but Jacob had not yet learned to obey, and very 
soon he journeyed from Bethel instead of dwelling 
there (v. 16)—half obedience again. 

Then Rachel dies. Why did not Jacob heed 
the rod and return to Bethel Ah ! he knew not 
the joy of obedience and fellowship with the Lord, 
and he wandered still further away from the place 
where the Lord had told him to dwell, " even 
beyond the tower of Edar." (v. 21.).  

Then came Reuben's sin ; then followed the sad 
selling of Joseph, when Jacob refused to be com-
forted, and for twenty years he mourned for 
Jost.3ph ; then came the famine, and with a broken 
heart he had to part with Benjamin, and send him 
into Egypt. 

Truly it was trouble upon trouble, trouble upon 
trouble ; but it need not have been so. Had Jacob 
been obedient, it would have been blessing upon 
blessing, -blessing upon blessing. The Lord was 
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MINISTRY FOR GOD.,· 

or:, TilE J'nJESTIIOOD OF BELIEVERS, 

n, •ltL xii. ; 1 Con. xii. ; I PETER ii. 3-9. 

W
E have already considered Aaron as a type
of the priesthood of Christ, and we will 

now touch on a few points in which the sons of 
Aaron typify the priesthood of believers. 

The starting-point is, that they were born priests 
-God-n1ade priests. So every child of God is a
born priest, a God-made priest, and should be off er
ing spiritual sacrifices. (1 Peter ii. 5, 9.) No

There were, however, some blessed points of 
contrast, which rest upon the one con1plete and 
perfect sacrifice of Christ. The old covenant, has 
passed away, and He "is the l\lediator of a better 
covenant," with "better promises." (Heb. viii. 6.) 
One of the most impor�'lnt of these contrasts is, 
that under the law the sacrifices must 'be perfect 
and without b1emish; but now our blessed God 
accepts, and delights in our poor i1npe1fect sacrifices. 
They ascend up to Hin1, 111ingled with the much 
incense of the perfections of Christ (Rev. viii. 3), 
arn.l are a sacrifice acceptab1e, well-pleasing to Him. 

Again, "vVhatsoever toucheth the altar shall be 

• One of Jeroboam's grent sius was that lte mndo priests
-priests for himself-of the lowest of tho peoplo. No one
lrn.� tho right or power to make a priest but God Tiimself.
(See 1 Kings xii. 31 ; xiii. 33, 84; 2 Kinf?S xvii. 32.)



88 	JACOB ; 0111  THE WANDERER'S PROMISE. 

faithful indeed, and kept His promise, and kept 
him in all places whither he went; but Jacob did 
not have the Lord's smile, nor the sustaining 
strength of His arm. IIe had no joy, but was 
always in terror, and dragged out a sad and weary 
life. 

But he learned his lesson at last. In Gen. xlvi. 
we read that he stopped on his way down to 
Egypt, and sought help and guidance from the 
Lord. Oh, the grace of our God ! He meets him 
at once and says, "Fear not, I will go down with 
thee." 

The Lord could not say " Tear not " while Jacob 
was doing his own will. He did promise to keep 
him wherever he went, and to bring him back 

• again; but He could not say "Fear.not," nor could 
He walk with him as his Companion and Friend. 
But now at last, after fifty-four weary years of self-
will and folly, he learns to say, " Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ?" Oh, Jacob, Jacob, how 
could you be so foolish Fifty-four dull, sad years 
of constant fear, and trial, and misery, instead of 
fifty-four years of joy, peace, gladness, and comfort 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Dear child of God, will you not take warning? 
Which will you choose—a life of weary disappoint-
ment and sorrow, or a life of well-nigh shouting 
for joy? Will you not say, "No half-obedience 
for me. I will try to please the Lord in everything, 
and do exactly what He tells me "? If so you will 
have a bright, joyous path, and a heart burning 
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holy." (Exodus xxix. 37.) This no longer means 
that everything which is put upon the altar must 
be holy. The Old Testament altar had no virtue 
in itself ; it could not perfect the offering ; and 
therefore everything that was put upon it must be 
intrinsically holy in itself. But our Altar-the 
Lord Jesus Christ-is not only perfectly pure and 
holy, but He has power to purify anu perfect 
every thing He touches ; and the ref ore, as soon 
as our offerings are brought to Him, He makes 
them per£ ectly holy, and fit to be presented to 
God. 

.Another point of contrast is, that under the law 
the women were not allowed to fulfil the priestly 
office. But now, in Christ Jesus, there is neither 
male nor female; and ,ve (sisters) have equal power 
and right with our brethren, to minister in the 
priest's office. 

The priest's work consisted in ministering to 
God, and ministering for God. 

As ministers / or God, they taught the people 
the way of the Lord (Lev. x. 10, 11 ; N eh. viii 
2-8; Ezek. xliv. 23, 24:; ~fal ii. 7), blessed in 
His name (Deut. x. 8, xxi. 5), and distributed 
the flesh of the peace-offerings among the people. 
(2 Chron. xxxv. 10-14.) 

How preciously this unfolds our ministry for the 
Lord. True, we are not sufficient to think any
thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of 
Him ; and if we will but take our true place 
of ministering for Him, He will make us "ablo,, 

D 
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before him, because he was not willing to be led by 
Him; nor could He say to 	, "Fear not," 
because ho had reason to fear, as long as he was 
walking in wilful and deceitful ways. Still, in His 
own rich grace, Ho promised to keep him in all 
his wanderings, and to bring him safely back 
again. But oh, how different are His words to 
Joshua ! 

Joshua had learned to obey, and was willing to 
follow the Lord. He was a pleasant, child, and 
therefore received the sweet and encouraging pro-
mise, " The Lord, He it is that cloth go before thee ; 
He will be with thee ; He .will not fail thee, neither 
forsake• thee ; fear not, neither be discouraged." 
petit. xxxi. 8.) 

His pathway was full of dangers ; but what 
need he fear, if the Lord went before him  ? His 
enemies were strong and numerous ; but who could 
harm him, with the Almighty God to uphold and 
defend him 7 His needs were great and manifold; 
but what did that matter, with God by his side to 
supply them all I Well might he " be strong and 
of good courage ; " for with God for his Guide, he 
could make no mistakes ; and with God for his 
Helper, he must succeed and prosper wherever ha 
went. May we learn from him to be willing and 
obedient, that we also may enjoy a steady stream of 
continuous blessing ! 

The Lord led Joshua into the land of Canaan, 
but He will lead us into paths of righteousness. 
He commanded him to fight against strong cities, 
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(capable) "1ninisters of the new covenant." (2 Cor. 
• • • r,: 6 )Ul. O, ·. 

You visit a poor woman, and tell her of Jesus, 
n.nd she is saved. You have been an able 1ninister 
for God. Yon go to a m.others' meeting, and seek 
to set forth Jesus-His sufferings, His ,vorth. 
Yon have been bringing forth the flesh of the 
peace-offering, and inviting then1 to eat. You 
seek to instruct a child of God as to her proper 
place of separation to the Lord ; you :have been
teaching her the difference between the holy and 
profane, and the unclean and the clean. (Ezek. 
xliv. 23.) You go to a sad and weary one, and
refresh her with som.e cheering words and precious
pro1nises ; you have been bless ing in His name. 

The power of God is with you, and rests upon 
you ; and you go forth in His name to 1n.inister for 
Hi111, nnd dispense His good and precious gifts 
to the poor anu needy. 

Oh, sec your high, your noble calling! You are 
separated u11to the Lord, to stand to 111inister in 
Ilis name for ever. (Dent. xviii. 5.) His power 
is with you, Ilis grace sufficient. He does not 
send you forth to a warfare at your own charges 
(1 Cur. ix. 7), but has pledged llimsclf to enrich 
you unto all bountifulness. (2 Cor. ix. 11.) I[e 
has n1ade you a .minister of Christ, a "steward" of 
the n1ystorics of God. "l\foroovcr it is rcquiro<l in 
stewards, that a n1an be found faithful" (1 Cor. i\r. 
1, 2); and in a coming day you will have to give 
an account of your stewardship. Ob, think how 
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glorious time ! But they must have been very 
tired. 

We must attack our sins as Joshua did the cities. 
He believed in God. as able and. willing to help him, 
and so went forth against them; and we shall never 
get the victory unless we fight as well as trust. 
Again, Joshua went on steadily, from city to city. 
Do read Joshua xi., and see what a stirring 
account it is—what faith, what enemies, what 
courage, what obedience, what unwearied effort. 

Oh, may we learn to fight as Joshua did 1 He 
was steadfastly purposed utterly to destroy his 
enemies. This is the spirit we need ; we are prone 
to play fast and loose with our sins, to treat them 
one day as enemies, and the next day to show them 
a little favour. We need to settle it in our hearts 

• • Some Christians think that we ought not to fight ; but 
the New Testament is most explicit upon this subject. Let 
us glance at a ew passages. Romans xiii. 12; Ephcsians 
vi. 11-17, and 1 Thessalonians v. 8, speak of armour. We 
should not need armour unless we had to fight. 1 Corinth-
ians ix. 25-27 speaks of striving and keeping the body 
under. 2 Corinthians x. 3-5 speaks of weapons and pulling 
down of strongholds. Galatians v. 17 tells of the flesh and 
the spirit lusting against each other. Timothy is com-
manded to war a good warfare (1 Tim. L 18), and to " fight 
the good fight or faith." (Chap. vi. 12.) He is also 
exhorted. to be a good soldier. (2 Tim. ii. 3-5.) Paul says 
that he had fought a good fight. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) In 
Hebrews xii. 4 we are exhorted to strive against sin. In 
1 Peter ii. 1.1 we arc entreated to abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which WM' against the soul; and, in chap. iv. 1, to arm 
ourselves. 
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great your shame will be, if in that day you are 
proved to have been an unfaithful steward ! 

Surely, surely the Lord Jesus has a right to 
all our powers, whether of body or soul. All, all, 
should be laid at His feet, and used for Him. 
Then gird yourself with energy and zeal, dear 
child of God, and seek to fulfil your priestly office, 
of continually ministering blessings to those within 
your reach. 

One word of caution. The priests were not 
allowed to minister for the Lord according to their 
own judgments. Their directions were very distinct 
and explicit; and the least divergence from those 
directions was profanity and iniquity in the eyes 
of the Lord ( J er. xxiii. 11 ; Ezek. xxii. 26 ; 
Zeph. iii. 4), and brought down special judgments 
upon them. (Lev. x. 1-7; Jer. xiii. 13, 14; 
Hosea v. 1.) 

Remember too the solemn New Testament 
warning, ".A. man is not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully" (2 Tim. ii. 5); and, "Whosoever shall 
break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven." (Matt. v. 19.) 

The Lord fill our hearts with holy fear and holy 
zeal, so that we may be intensely earnest in His 
service, and at the same time extremely careful 
to serve Him according to His written word , 
and not according to the imaginations of our 
own hearts. 
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that they aro real enemies, that they rob us of our 
joy and strength, injure us eternally, and injure 
others now also, and grieve the Lord. This will 
give us steadfastness of purpose in resisting them, 
and then we shall make steady progress as Joshua 

did. 
In Joshua x. 22-25 we read about five conquered 

kings, and Joshua said to the Israelites : " Come 
near, and put your feet upon the necks of these 
kings." Ah ! this is what we need. But read the 
next verse : " Thus shall the Lord do to all your 

enemies against whom ye fight." 
Is not that enough, dear child of God I Yes, you 

shall be able to trample upon every sin against 
which you fight. ' The Lord has promised it, and 
He will do it, so if you will only fight, He will give 
you the victory. He has provided the armour and 

the weapons for you, and He Himself will fight for 
you, and with you, even as He did for Israel. Oh, 
do not be discouraged because your sins are not 

conquered at once, but persevere, and victory will 
be yours ! Remember Joshua, and his long marches, 

and many battles, and arm yourself with the same. 

mind. He did it to get an earthly portion ; and you 

do it that you may be a:name and a praise and a 

joy to the Lord, and enjoy your heavenly portion 

while passing through this world, and receive an 

exceeding great and eternal recompense hereafter. 

Joshua's pathway, as a whole, was one of con-
tinual victory ; but he was not perfect, and it may 
help and encourage us to notice his failures. There 
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MINISTRY TO GOD: 

on, THE PRIESTHOOD OF BELIEVlms. 

W
E have already considered our priestly
service of ministering for God; but the 

special glory and blessedness of priesthood is to 
minister to God. Many of the Lord's people only 
think of ministry for God; but, He has specially 
chosen us to minister unto llirnself, to offer Him,

spiritual sacrifice, and delight_ Him with the outflow 
of loving, grateful hearts. 

The frequent repetition of the words, "that they 
may minister unto me," beautifully shadows forth 
how much God's heart was set upon this ministry. 
(Sec Exod. xxviii. 41, xxix. 1, 44, xxx. 20, 30, 
xl. 15; Lev. vii. 35; Deut. x. 8, xxi. 5; 1 Chron.
xv. 2, xx iii. 13 ; J er. xxxiii. 2 2 ; Ezek. xl. 46,
xliv. 11-16, &c. &c.)

Every born priest ·was privileged to drrnv near
and, minister unto Hi1n; but 1nany of them 
neglccteJ to do so. There were also special joys 
nnd honours, and special food providoJ for those 
who fulfilled this 111inistry, which were forfeited 
by those who neglected it. IIow true this is now ! 
and how earuest 'We shoulJ be in seeking to fill our 
glorious place of n1inistcring to God IUn1self ! 

In Lev. xxi. G wo read that the priests off crod 
the bread of their Cod; and in N un1. xxviii. 2 
God commands thcrn to offer 1Ii1u llis brond in 
<luo sea.son. Whn.t a solouul truth ! Tho LorJ 
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are only two recorded. One in the matter of Ai 
(chap. vii.), in which he trusted his own strength, 
and had to prove his own weakness ; and the other 
in connection with the Gibeonites (chap. ix.), in 
which he trusted his own wisdom, and asked not 

counsel of the Lord, and had to prove his own folly. 
But quickly indeed he humbled himself. There 

was no going on in folly, no effort to justify himself 
before God or man ; but, humbled and ashamed, he 
threw himself upon the mercy of his God, and 

proved His readiness to restore and bless. Oh, may 

we learn to do the same when overtaken by any sin, 
and we also shall prove His rich forgiveness and 

sweet restoring grace I 
As a rule, Joshua trusted the Lord for strength 

and wisdom, and never, never did He fail him. 

However mighty the enemies, the needed strength 

was given, and victory was complete-; and however 

difficult his pathway, the right hand of the Lord 

just led him safely on, and put a new song of praise 

into his mouth. Truly his enemies were but bread 

for him, for their defence was departed from them. 

Dear child of God, shall this be your pathway 

Will you, like Joshua, follow the Lord. fully, and 

look to Him to help you in everything you do ? If 

so, you also may be strong and of good courage, and 

need. fear no evil; for He will be with you ; Ho will 

strengthen you ; yea, He will help you ; yea, He 

will uphold you with the right hand of His right-

eousness. (ha. xli. 10.) 
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lay it upon our hearts, and make us feel our deep 
responsibility to fulfil our priestly office. 

Let us now consider a few details of this n1inistry 
as portrayed in our Old Testanient n1irror. 

First. It ·was the priest's business to offer the 
appointed sacrifices upon the altar of burnt-offering. 
(1 Chron. xxiii. 31, 32.) 

Second. They went into the holy place by turn 
according to their courses, and offered incense. 
(2 Chron. viii. 14; Luke i. 5-11.) 

Third. They poured out the strong ,vine unto 
the Lord. (N u1n. xv. 5, 7, I 0, xx viii. 7, I 4.) 

Now for the application _to ourselves. 
First. " I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 

the 1nercies of God, that ye present, your bodi�s a

living" ( or burnt) "sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God." (Rom. xii. 1.) This is the new order of 
sacrifice in which our God delights, and which is 
holy, acceptaLle, well-pleasing, and a sweet savour 
to Him. Our very members, which have been the 
servants of sin, 1nay be presented as a sacrifice to 
God. (Hom. Yi. 13, 19.) Our ti1ne, our strength, 
our talents, our influence, our n1oncy, our bane.ls 
and. feet, our cars and eyes, and tongues, should all 
1,c laid upon the alLar to lJe used for God, and God 
alone. 

"Bin<l. the sacrifice with cords, even unto the 
horns of the altar." (Ps. cxviii. 27.) The cords 
are His conunanumcnts, His precepts (Prov. i. 8, 9, 
iii. 1, 3, vii. 1-3); and constrainell by the love of
Christ, we use then1 as chains to bring ou1· n1e1n hers
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• THE TRAINING OF 7OSHUA. 

TT is very interesting to note how the Lord 
-I- prepares His servants for any special work, 
and to see how naturally they reap the fruit of 
their own obedience and faith. 

First. The first mention of Joshua is in Exod. 
xvii. 8-16. We there find him as the leader of 
the children of Israel in their_ first battle. He 
went forth willingly to the conflict, and discom-
fited Amalek with the edge of the sword. We 
shall never excel in the things of God, unless we 
seek to be good soldiers of. Jesus Christ. 

Second. The next time we hear of Joshua it is 
as Moses' servant. (Exod. xxiv. 13.) He was 
humble, obedient, and loving ; and though the 
leader of the hosts of Israel, he willingly took the 
place of a servant. Our Lord Jesus says, " Whoso-
ever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister ; and whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant," or slave. (Matt. xx. 26, 27.) 
Thus the pathway to greatness in the kingdom of • 
heaven, is true humility and self-sacrificing service. 

Third. In Exod. xxxii. 17 we find that he must 
have gone up the mount with Moses, and waited 
there all alone for forty days, while Moses was in 
the cloud with God. What a picture of patient 
obedience and self-denying love ! How lonely ho 
must have been How weary ! and, how anxious 
but there he waited until Moses came down again; 
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into full obedience to IIim. This binding implies 
restraint, and we need it, because the law of sin is 
still in our members (Rom. vii. 23); and unless we 
are bound hand and foot it will continually assert 
its power, and drug us off the altar, and thus much 
time and strength will be wasted. We should 
diligently search out these chains, an<l carefully 
bind ourselves with them. 

Our tongues need binding, so that the words of 
our mouths may be acceptable to our God. (Ps. 
xix. 14.) 

Our steps need to be ordered by the Lord, that 
He may be able to delight in our way. (Ps. 
xxxvii 23.) 

Our whole being needs to be girt up with the 
girdle of truth (Eph. vi. 14 ), that we may be 
preserved from the snares of the destroyer. (Ps. 

xvii. 4.) 
This is the way to present our bodies a living 

sacrifice to God, and, oh, how He delights in it ! 
True, there would still be sin ruingleu ,vith it all; 
but our self-sacrifice is the fruit of the life of 
Christ ,vithin us, and lie takes forth tho precious 
fro1n the vile, anu rejoices over cvc1·y little out

come of obedience or love. 
Again, sacrifice in1plies suffering, and so it is. 

It costs something, and there is pain connected 
with it. You have to deny yourself, or givo up 
son1c earthly gain, or risk the anger 01· frown of 
those you love, or endure the scorn or jeer of your 
companions. These things are not pleasant; but 

~ 
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We are not fit for special service unless we can go 
on patiently in self-denying and, may be, lonely, 
weary service. 

Fourth. He chose to remain in the tabernacle 
alone with the Lord (ExocL xxxiii. 11) ; he loved 
His presence, and delighted to be there, rather than 
in the camp with the people. Personal communion 
with the Lord, is the real secret of spiritual strength. 

Fifth. In Num. xiii. and xiv. we read that he 
was faithful and true, and not carried away with 
the stream. He had true faith in God, and knew 
He had power to conquer all the giants of Canaan. 
We must learn to stand alone when our friends 
turn aside to worldliness or sin. 

Sixth. The Lord speaks of Joshua as " a man in 
whom is the Spirit " (Num. xxvii. 18), and also as 
one who had wholly followed the Lord " (chap. 
xxxii. 12) ; and in Deut. xxxiv. 9 we read that he 
was full of the spirit of wisdom. 

He was thus equipped and thoroughly furnished 
to be the leader of the children of Israel; and if 
we cultivate the same precious fruits of the Spirit; 
the Lord will most surely honour us even as He 
honoured Joshua. 

"Well done."—The Lord always says " well 
done" whenever we try to please Him. He accepts 
the effort, and praises it, although the thing itself 
may be done very badly. We do the same with 
children. We often praise some bad writing, be-
cause the child has done its best. 

MINISTRY TO GOD. 47 

yon cottnt the suffering as nothing because of tlie 
joy of being able to give the Lord some return for 
all His wondrous love to you. 

It is also a li·ving sacrifice-nctivo, not passive. 
You chain up the old 1nan with all his activities, 
and use all your powers of spirit, soul, and body, to 
fulfil the will of the Lord. It is active, energetic 
service, an1 your desire is to give the Lord that 
which He delights in. 

Thus our whole lives n1:1.y be presented as a 
burnt-offering to the Lord; not only our actual 
se.rYice for Hilu, but also the every-day common 
things of life. They 1nay all be done as " unto the 
Lord" (Col. iii. 17, 23), with an earnest longing 
that all n1ay go up as a sweet savoux to Him. 

For thirty years our blessed Lord fulfilled the 
ordinary duties of life; and surely those thirty 
years were as delightso1ne and precious to God, as 
His more public after ministry! Oh, let us seek to 
tread in His steps, not only to do the right thing, 
but so to do it, that it may be a sacrifice acceptable, 
well-pleasing to the Lord ! 

For instance, a servant nu1.y sweep a roo111 well, 
because she prides herself upon being a good 
servant; but coukl the Loru accept that as an 
offering at her hand� Or she niay sweep tho snmo 
room under His eye, desiring to please Hin1 ; and 
then her labour will go up to heave11 as a sweet 
savour, ncceptnblc to llin1. It is the same with 
everything, whether g1·eat or srnall. Oh, what n. 
joy to know that all our time and streugth nrny be 
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ISAIAH LII. 

WONDERFUL indeed will be the blessing of 
Israel when they heed these stirring words, 

and awake and shake themselves from the dust, 
and return unto the Lord their God ! Truly they 
will break forth into joy and sing together ; for the 
Lord will go before them, and the God of Israel 
will be their reroward, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of God. 
- But while we look forward and long for that 
blessed time, we should also remember that the 
Holy Ghost quotes this chapter three times over, 
and applies it to the Church. (See Rom. x. 15 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 17; and Eph. v. 14.) 

Let us, therefore, seek to learn what our blessed 
God has to say to us in it. 

"Awake, awake; put on thy strength." (v. 1.) 
Surely the Lord Himself is our Strength, and we 
put Him on, by going near to Trim and leaning upon 
Him. But we must bestir ourselves. We are 
prone to lie down and Wait for the Lord to lift us 
up ; but His word is, "Awake I awake " We are 
poor weak things, and cannot make ourselves 
strong ; but our very weakness should help us to 
cling to Christ. Indeed, the Lord will not make us 
strong, because He loves us with such an intense 
and tender love, that Ho desires to have us always 
with Him ; and it is a pleasure to Him to be our 
Companion and HeipOr in everything He bids us do. 
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rr(lcemctl, and ascend as a burnt-offering to our 
blessed GoJ ! 

Sccon(l. Offering incense. This was a very 
pleasant part of the priestly service. There was 
n1uch that was lauorious, painful, and trying con
nected with the 1ninistry at the altar; but how 
pleasant awl refreshing to offer incense! The

,,, 

atmosphere of the holy place was Jelicious; and 
while the priest presented the incense to GoJ, he 
enjoyed the perfmne of it himself. Truly we need 
to go into the very presence of our God, and enjoy 
the incense with Hi1n. 

Had you been standing near the altar when the 
sacrifices were slain, you would not have found the 
odour very pleasant. So with us. We often 
shrink fro1n the pain of presenting ourselves a 
Ii ving sacrifice to God, and n1any a true-hearted 
Christian, who has fairly laid herself upon the 
altar, gets discouraged because sl1e does not go on 
into the holy place to offer incense. 

But vv hat is the incense� "Let n1y prayer be 
set forth Lefore thee as incense." (Ps. cxli. 2.) Do 
you believe tliis � Are you aceustmned to draw 
near to the Lord, nntl believe that your prayer is 
sweet incense to Ilim � your longings, incense-so 
sweet to llim, such a joy 1 (Cunt. ii. 14.) It is true; 
for God has said it, arnl He cannot lie. But wben 
you belio,,e it, what confidence and joy it produces. 

Cant. iv. 9-14 tells us a little of Christ's delight 
in us. The fruits and spices He 1nentions are 
planted in our hearts by Christ Hi1nseU, and are 

I 
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He is Himself our Strength ; and instead of be-
moaning our weakness, we should draw out of His 
fulness, the strength, or faith, or love, or patience, 
or whatever we need ; even as the branch "drawS 
the sap out of the vine. 

These stirring words are said to a wilful child, to 
one who is again entangled with the chains of 'Sin. 
We should have said, " Go humble yourself, and 
weep and - bemoan your sins ; " but the Lord says, 
"Awake, awake . . . put on thy beautiful gar: 
ments." He reminds us of. our standing in Christ, 
and seeks to rouse us from the lethargy of unbelief. 
He would not have us grovel here below. We aro 
His holy ones, set apart for Himself, and the dust 
is no place for us. He exhorts us to shake our-
selves, and to arise and sit down. True, we may bo 
enchained by sin, or carried captive by the devil ; 
but of old time He broke our yoke asunder, and the 
chains have no padlocks on them, and if we will but 
bestir ourselves, we shall be able to throw them off. 

But we must use the right weapons. The order 
of these two verses is very striking, and we often 
torture ourselves by reversing it. We must first 
"awake," then clothe ourselves with Christ as our 
"righteousness and strength," then remember our 
high and holy calling, and then sit down in His 
presence. Yes, sit down before Him, with the 
chains of pride, or selfishness, or worldliness, still 
round our necks ; and as we show the chains to 
Him, and talk to Him about them, they will fall off 
from us, and we shall bo free indeed, 
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the n1anif estation of His o,vn life in us. They 
shadow forth love, joy, peace, meekness, gentleness, 
&c.; every fruit of the spirit, every holy em?tion 
of our hearts, every right feeling, all our desires 
after Christ. All these are incense, sweet incense 
to God. Do you believe it~ 

Suppose you are occupied in some service at the 
altar of burnt-offering; you have a few leisure 
n1inutes, and you run into the holy place and enjoy 
the incense with God. He is delighting in you, 
and you kno,v it. You look up in His face and 
catch His smile, and hear His fond, approving 
words-how refreshed and gladdened you are ; how 
joyously you return to your heavy outside service; 
ho,v thoroughly all sense of effort or weariness is 
removed; and with what a spring you can pursue 
your, maybe, painful service. 

There is no effort in offering incense ; if you stir 
it, you would lessen its fragrance. It is the natural 
outcome of a heart that is burning with love and 
gratitude to Christ. The priest ,vas commanded to 
fill his censer with burning coals frmn off the altar 
(Lev. xvi. 12); and we must continually get the 
fire of love renewed, by a fresh sense of the Lord's 
self-sacrificing love for us. He then filled his hands 
with incense, and put it upon the fire and presented 
it to the Lord. In Nehemiah xiii. 5, we read of 
a cha1nber of incense ; and surely the heart of our 
precious Lord Jesus is our cha111ber of incense. In 
Him all fulness dwells ; from Him is our frni t 
found; and we n1ay draw continually from Him, 
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- 	" Ye .have sold yourselves . for nought." (v. 3.) 
How sadly true ! How often have we sold our-
selves to be the slave of some sin ! and the harvest 
has been a heap of ashes. The devil persuades us 
that he will give us real treasure ; but he is only a 
cheat, and we sell our pleasant and precious things 
for that which prof tech nothing. We sell the 
Lord's smile to please some friend, His approval for 
some human praise, His precepts for some earthly 
gain; -and the result is an aching and dissatisfied 
heart. 

But mark the cheering words, "Ye shall be re-
deemed without money." Ah 1 yes. We are His, 
His purchased ones ; and when we thus sell our-
selves for nought, He is always at hand to defend 
and help ; He sees that we have been robbed and 
spoiled. The devil has beguiled and taken us in, 
and in pitying love He waits to deliver. But we 
must come with confession ; we must own what 
fools we have been ; we must cast down the gilded 
baubles at His feet, for which we sold our treasures; 
we must realize that they are worthless indeed ; and 
then, at once, He will give us back the blessings 
and joys which we had so foolishly sold. 

Verses 4, 5, and 6 unfold the deep coinpassions 
of the Lord's heart. He seems to lift the veil, and 
leads us into His inner sanctuary, and allows us to 
'listen to the tender yearnings of His heart over us, 
as He tells out theal pain it is to Him, to see us re pL 
Oppressed by our sins. 

" My people)." my own, my chosen ones. 
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and thus be filled ,vith the fruits of righteousness, 
and have censers full of incense to present to God. 

The priests were not allo,ved to off er strange fire 
before the•Lord, and Nadab and .Abihu were struck 
dead for doing so. (Lev.- x. 1-6.) How solemnly 
this teaches us, that we need continually to get 
fresh fire from off the altar; for if we work our
selves up to offer incense, it brings spiritual. dead
ness and coldness upon us. 

Thus real incense ascends up quietly, restfully; it 
is just the natural overflo,ving of our hearts, but, 
oh, ·so sweet to Him! The_ little 1nelody that goes 
on continually, because we are happy in His lovo ; 

· sometimes prayer, sometimes praise, sometimes a ,, 
little flo,v of gratitude ; all in turn, just the spon-
· taneous outpouring of our hearts-all this is incense. 
Believe it. Draw near to God, and enjoy it with 
Him; and daily seek to have your heart so filled by 
Christ, that your incense may abound, and ascend up 
continually to be a delight and joy to God. What 
a holy atmosphere this ,vould form around you, the 
pleasant genial atmosphere of His smile ! and bask
ing in its sunshine, ho,v happy and fruitful you 
,voul<l be! 

ThirLl. Pouring out the strong ,vino to Go<l. 
" Ho,v fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse ! How 
n1uch better is thy love than ,vine!" (Cant. iv. 10.) 
Yes, our love is the ,vine, tho strong ,vine that Ho 
delights in. This ,vas occasional 1ninistry, nnd not 
continuous, and so fro1n thne to time -our hearts are 
stirred ,vith the grace and love of our Lord, nnd 
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" Went down into Egypt to sojourn there; and the 
Assyrian oppressed them." Oh, how often is it so ! 
You did not mean to stay there long; only a little 
while. You had been told the danger of the border-
land, but would not believe it ; you thought a little 
disobedience or worldliness would do you no harm; 
you did not mean to wander far. But the devil 
caught you, and held you fast ; oppressed you, and 
made you howl. You do not belong to him; he 
has no right to you ; but you ventured upon his 
ground, and he caught you. It was all your own 
fault; you ought to have known better, and you 
deserve to be blamed ; but oh, the deep pity of the 
Lord 	Instead of upbraiding, His compassions 
are stirred ; He hears you howling in the wretched-
ness of your soul, and exclaims : 

" What have I here, saith the Lord, that my 
people is taken away for nought? They that rule 
over them make them to howl, saith the Lord, and 
my name continually every day is blasphemed." 
Verily sold for nought ;  for you are howling, and 

His name is blasphemed. What a solemn picture ! 
And such is always the result of sin. Yes, indeed, 

of little sins ; we gain nothing by them, and -the 
Lord is pained, and His name blasphemed. 

"Therefore my people shall know my name." Wo 
shall know it by-and-by, but let us seek to know it 
now—His love, His gentleness, His compassion, His'  
tenderness ; the deep yearnings of His heart over 
us, when He sees us tied with the chains of self-
will or worldliness. How grieved Ho is when Ho 
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boil over, ns it were, with gratitude and praise, and 
pour themselves out to Him. He delights in this 
ministry. Oh, 111ay ,ve know more of it ! 

This ,vas one of the ordinances which could only 
be observed in the land. (Num. xv. 1-12.) There 
·was no wine .in the ,vilderness. So with us. If ,ve
d ,vell in the ,vilderness at a distance from the Lord,
our poor cold hearts will have no gushing love to
pour out; but if we abide in His presence, our love
�ill increase and abound yet more and more, and
we shall habitually kno,v the joy,· of causing our
Lord to drink spiced ,vine, of the juice of our
pomegranates. ( Cant. viii. 2.)

WORDS OF COMFORT. 

!SA, liv. 11, 12

How precious are these verses! They just tell out 
the deep pity and tender compassion of the Lord 
to,vards a sorrowing soul that refuses to be com
forted. It is as if He said, "Oh, thou afflicted Qne, 
do you not know ,vhat I ain doing� Can you not 
trust 111e 1 These sorro,vs shall not hurt you. I 
,vant to 1nake you very lovely, to orna111ent ancl 
beautify you, to inlay you ,vith precious stones, 
and to 1nake you a special delight and glory to 
1nyself to all eternity.'' 

l Is not this enough, clear �uffering one � "\Vill you
not trust His wise and loving, tender hand 1 ,vill
not the eternal gain, of increased and closer fcllo,v
ship ,vith Hilu, repay for all your present pain 1

...... 
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sees us carried captive by the devil, and. how ready 
He is to put forth His power, and deliver us if we 
will but cry out to Him. If we only knew Him 
as He reveals Himself in this chapter, what power 
it would give us, what steadfastness of heart and 
purpose. 

Verse 7 : What a lovely description of our Lord ! 
He comes leaping over the mountains of our un-
belief and sin, and brings good tidings, and pub-
lishes peace. " Good tidings of good," of grand and 
glorious salvation, of pardon purchased, of "peace, 
peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near." 

Well may we lift up our voice and sing together; 
for if we believe His glorious message, our sorrow 
and sighing must flee away, and. songs of praise 
abound. Yea, even the waste places of our hearts 
will sing, because He is ready and waiting to make 
us fruitful. 

Listen, believe, and sing. We often listen, and 
doubt, and groan ; but if we listen and believe, we 
shall sing. He publishes salvation, and presents 
Himself to us as the mighty, gracious Saviour, 
ready to meet our every need, and grant our every 
wish. If we believe this we cannot help singing. 

Verse 9 : " Ye waste places" — our conscious 
barrenness. What do we wish to be I Breathe out 
the desire to Him. "Lord, I want to be loving," 
and He will work it in you. He will only work in 
us the special beauties which we set our hearts upon. 
If we do not set our hearts upon being meek or 
patient, those special fruits Will not be produced in 

THE PRIEST
1
S PORTION.

THE PRIEST'S PORTION. 

NUMB. xviii.; Joshu:i. xiii. 141 33. 

W
E repeatedly read that the priests were to
have no part nor inheritance ,vith Israel. 

(Deut. xviii. 1, 2.) The Lord ,vas their inheritance, 
and the sacrifices of the Lord their food. 

Their priestly office was given them as a service 
of gift. They ,vere brought into fcllo,vship with 
God, and privileged to feed upon the most holy 
things reserved from the altar. This was the proper 
portion of every born priest, and the provision was 
abundant indeed. 

Ho,v true this is no,v ! "'\V11at a glorious, what a 
full provision our blessed Goel has made for us, His 
heavenly priesthood ! (1 Peter ii. 5, g·_) We arc 
called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord (1 Cor. i. 9), and privileged to feast with 
God our Father upon all the goodness of His house. 
(Ps. lxv. 4.) 

Special food (Nun1b. xviii. 8-10), and special 
honours, "'ero apportioned for thoso priests who 
fulfilled their priestly office; and ihis typifies t.ho 
special joys provided no,v for those ,vho seek to 
n1inister to the Lord. But through infirmity or 
carelessness, n1any of them neglected their appointed 
service, and thus forfeited their portion. .Antl, sad 
to say, it is the smne now, and �hat is ,vhy so 1nnny 
of God's chikhen a1·0 ,veak and sickly, nnd bring 
forth so little fruit. •
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us. This truth is very important, and should lead 
us to gaze very earnestly upon our precious Lord, as 
revealed in the Scriptures, so that we may discern 
His beauties, and long to be like Him. The process 
may be painful, but what does that matter if the 
result is, that the life of Jesus is manifested in our 
mortal body i 

Verse 10 : " The Lord Math made bare His holy 
arm." Yes, He is ready to put forth the exceeding 
greatness of His power to make us beautiful and 
glorious. A workman only bares his arm when he 
'is going to put forth special effort. So our blessed 
God will put forth special power, that He may grant 
the special desires of our hearts, and prepare us to 
be the chosen companions and friends of Christ. 

Our eternal beauty and nearness to Christ, will 
depend upon our present likeness to Him. He has 
a wonderful variety of places of honour, and glory, 
and fellowship, to bestow upon those who obey and. 
serve Him. Different natures will fit into the place 
most fitted for each, and will keep it for ever. The 
joy of some will be, to be near Him ; others will 
prefer something more active ; and others will find 
their chief joy in ministering blessing to others. 
There is diversity in all that God does, and though 
every redeemed soul will resemble Christ, yet no 
two will be alike. 

Let us then bestir ourselves, and seek earnestly 
to grow up into the likeness of Christ while hero 
below. The Lord will most surely meet us in the 
effort and make bare His arm to help u; and thus 
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Each priest who ministered to the Lord, had the 
privilege of taking home the heave breast of. the 
pence-offering ,vhich he offered, and sharing it ,vith 
his household ; but the right shoulder ,vas his o,vn 
special portion. (Lev. vii� 29-36.) 

Ho,v significant! When we go into the holy 
place., ,ve learn out more and more of the love of 
Christ, and then we not only feed upon it ourselves, 
but also have the joy of unfolding it to others, and 
sharing it ,vith them. But the shoulder-the 
strength of 'Christ-is our o,vn special portion; we 
cannot pass that on. Each of us must go into the 
inner court ourselves, before we can know the joy 
of using Christ as our strength, and coming out of 
the wilderness leaning upon our Beloved. 

Again, the meat--offerings migh� only be eaten in 
the holy place. (Lev. vi. 14-18.) The ref ore those 
priests who remained outside could not partake of 
them. So with us. We can feed upon Christ as 
the manna (the bread of God, sent down from 
heaven to give life unto the ,vorl�) at all times, and 
in all places; but we can only have fellowship with 
God's thoughts about the life, and words, and wnys 
of Christ, in the holy place. ·"It is most holy,'' 
and can only be handled with holy hands; and fed 
upon by grateful, worshipping hearts. 

The sin-offering also was only permitted to be 
eaten in the holy place. (Lev. vi. 24-29.) vVo 
can feed upon Christ as the Paschal Lamb-our 
Substiture-· in tho outer court, and rejoice that in 
Him we have redemption through His blood; but 
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wo shall be prepared, and fitted, for special fellow-
ship with Him, for ever. 

Verse 11 " Depart ye," &c. If we had 
written this chapter, we should have commenced 
with this verse ;- but the Lord first stimulates and 
strengthens us, and unfolds the yearnings of His 
heart over us, and then calls upon us to come out 
of all that He has severed from us as unclean. 

" Be ye clean." Keep yourselves holy, pure. 
"Touch no unclean thing." Do not demean your-
selves, but keep yourselves as a separated, peculiar 
people unto the Lord. 

" That bear the vessels of the Lord." Surely 
those who go forth to tell the good tidings, to take 
His messages of love to others, should be clean. 
But more still. We are also the vessels of the 
Lord, and called to minister to Him, as well as for 
Him. Oh, let us seek to keep ourselves .so clean, 
that we may be vessels from which He will love to 
drink, and our hearts a table spread for Him ! He 
may possibly use an unclean vessel in His service, but 
would He drink out of it I Let us remember our high 
and heavenly calling, and seek to walk worthy of it. 

Verse 12. " Ye shall not go out with haste," &c. 
There is no hurried flight ; but a calm, steady, 
majestic walk, a ready obedience to everything 
which He commands, and a firm refusal to do any-
thing which He forbids. You take your place as a 
heavenly person, and separate yourself from all 
worldly associations, amusements, or dress, and' 
keep yourself for the Lord, and the Lord alone. 

• 
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we must be in the immediate presence of God, 
before we can enter into God's thoughts about Him 
as the sin-offering, or in any measure apprehend the 

intensity of His sufferings when made sin for us. 
The same law applied to the trespass-offering 

(Lev. vii 1-7); which teaches us that we must go 
into the holy place to learn out the heinousness of 
any act of disobedience. 

The ram of consecration was also eaten in the 
court of the tabernacle (Lev. viii. 31-35); and 
only as we abide in the secret presence of the 
Lord, a!ld there ponder upon and delight in Christ's 
claims upon us, can we get steadfastness of purpose, 
to yield ourselves a living sacrifice to Him. 

Oh for hearts which will habitually go in and 
feast with God, and enter into His joys, His com
forts, His delights ! If we do not go in, ,ve shall 

- st-ill be fed ; but ,ve shall only have the portion 
which the priests took home with them . 

.Again, all the best of the oil, and the wine, and 
the wheat belonged to the priests. (Num. xviii 
12-20.) How preciously true! 

The best of the oil. Is there any unction or power 
to be compared to our oil-the power of the Spirit 7 
(Matt. x. 19, 20; ~Iark xiii. 11; John xvi. 13-15; 
2 Cor. i. 21, 22; Gal. iv. 6; I John ii. 20, 27.) 

The best of the wine-" Fulness of joy;" "plea
sures for evermore " (Psalm xvi. 11) ; "abundantly 
satisfied ; " and " rivers of pleasures." (Psalm xxxvi. 
8.) Does not this surpass all the possible excite• 
mcnt or pleasures of this world 1 
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Christ. "We must all appear before the judgment- 
seat of Christ" (2 Cor. v. 10); and we shall then 
receive rewards, honours, and places of special 
nearness to Christ, in exact proportion to our obedi-
ence while here below. There will be no favour, 
no partiality, in the judgment; but perfect, even 
distribution of praise and reward. 

We read in Romans xiv. 11, 12, that every ono 
of us shall confess, and give account of himself 
to God. The righteousness of God will be mani- 
fested in the different positions in which we shall 
be eternally placed. There will be no complaining 
on our part; for our judgnient then will perfectly 
agree with His. No jealousy; for our sense of 
justice will be so intense that we shall not wish it 
otherwise. 

Again, 1 Cor. 	11-15, shows that all our service 
must be manifested and tested by the fire of God's 
holiness. 

1 Cor. iv. 5 states that all the hidden things of 
darkness, and secret counsels of our hearts wine 
brought to light. 

2 Cor. v. 10 proves that we are to receive the 
things done in the body, whether they be good or 
bad. Thus, every hour we live is of eternal value, 
and should. be  redeemed and spent in pleasing and 
serving Christ. 

This truth is not palatable, and many of God's 
children boldly deny it; but it is true, for God has 
said it ; and so our wisdom is to believe it, and let 
it tell upon our hearts and consciences. 
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All the best of the wlieat-choice, nourishing, 
pleasant food ; nothing coarse or refuse. He feeds 
us with His own bread, and fills us with holy, 
heavenly expectations and desires. 

" Whatsoever is first ripe in tlle land," and "evenJ
tliing devoted." (vv. 13, 14.) Yes; when your 
heart is right with the Lord, how you do rejoice to 
see some of His children pleasing Him l Ho,v you 
do enjoy their devotedness and self-sacrifice! 

The firstlings also. (vv. 15-18.) What pleasure 
you find in any fresh act of· obedience, or increase 
of fruit, which you discern in others ! Ob, the 
gladness and joy He has prepared for us ! We 
need not be humdrum Christians. There are many 
such, but it is only because they neglect to go into 
the holy place. We must fulfil our priestly office 
ii we want to feast with Him, and share His joys, 
His thoughts, His desires. 

Again, if we thus minister to the Lord, ,ve get 
spiritual discernment. It was the priest's business 
to teach the people the difference between the holy 
and profane, and the unclean and the clean. 
(Ley. x. 10, 11; Ezek. x.liv. 23, 24.) So now, the 
s,veot fragrance and intense holiness of the secret 
presence of the Lord, makes us sensitive to all that 
defiles, and quick of scent in the fear of the Lord. 
(Isaiah xi 3, margin.) Some devoted Christians 
are most earnest in outside service for Him; but 
becauso they noglect personal communion with 
Him, they are slow to discern w4at grieves Himl or 
is ·offensive to Him. 
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barren as you are, because "From me is thy fruit 
found." (Hosea xiv. 8.) 

Verse 2 "Enlarge the place of thy lent." You 
have a tent, dear child of God ; a resting-place for 
your soul. Yes, you have found rest for yourself 
in Christ. But what kind of a tent is it 7 Is it 
simply a refine from the storm ; a hiding-place 
from the wrath of God '? Is your tent a small one, 
with poor provision in it, so that you need to go 
outside it for pleasure and change 7 

Oh, enlarge, enlarge it "stretch forth" its 
" curtains"; search out the fulness of Christ, the 
riches of His grace, the love of His heart The 
treasures are all in your tent, they are like curtains 
wrapped up, fold upon fold. Unfold them, spread 
out the curtains, examine your treasures—riches 
of grace, love, power, goodness, mercy, patience, 
long-suffering, glory ; yea, all the fulness of Christ. 
Stretch them out, examine, enjoy them ; and surely 
you will say, "It is enough, enough; I can ask no 
more." 

" Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes." Your desires and intense longings—
" lengthen" them, " strengthen " them, and fix 
them on eternal things. You need not root out, or 
crush a single longing ; you may transplant them 
all from earth to heaven. Our blessed God has 
made full provision for everyone of them in Christ, 
and in the blessings which He has purchased 
for us. 

We need to lengthen our cords—to set our.  affee- 

l 
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The priests were also commanded to teach the 
people the law of the Lord (Mal. ii. 7 ), and in 
difficult cases to sho,v the Lord's sentence of 
judgment. If ,ve carefully read Deut. xvii. 8-11, 
we learn that they had no right to give their 
own judgment about the matters brought before 
them; but had to search out the ip.ind of the Lord, 
and show ,vhat was His sentence. .And if we ,vill 
hum?lY a~d reverently search out the mind of the 
Lord, as revealed in His written. word, we shall be 

· able to show others fron1 the Book, what He would 
have them do. 

Oh, the amazing joys and privileges of our 
priestly office ! · The Lord make us very earnest 
and watchful in fulfilling them. 

"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE." 

WE should seek to comfort others ,vith the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves have been comforted of 
God. Oh, the comfort of His love ! Do you know 
it, dear child of God~ If so, let your heart go out 
in bowels of mercies to those who know it not. 
Show them the same love which you have enjoyed 
yourself. Be like-minded with Christ. Have the 
same mind to others as Christ has towards you. 
Deal patiently ,vith them. ·Bear with their ignor
ance and folly. Let your . compassions fl.ow out to 
them, and seek to help and comfort them, even as 
He has helped and comforted you. 
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tions upon things above and not upon the things of 
earth (Col. iii. 1, 2) ; to strengthen our longings, 
and fix them steadily upon the blessings which 
the Lord holds out, as the rewards for obedience. 
Earthly things are not good enough for us ; they 
can never satisfy. Our God has made us for Him-
self, and we require something infinite and eternal 
to satisfy our longings. 

It is a good plan to search out the deep cravings 
of our hearts, to take them up ono by one, and 
examine them thoroughly, and then turn to the 
Lord Jesus and His promises, and see what there is 
in Him, to meet them. Oh, the full provision He 
llas made I 

For instance, Do you crave love? Then root 
your affections in His (leap, fond, intense, and 
tender love,. and truly you will say, "I have 
enough, enough." Do-you desire praise I Seek so 
to walk that He may praise you; and the praise 
will be eternal, and increase and increase, until all 
in heaven will praise you. So with love of know-
ledge, power, approbation, greatness, riches, useful-
ness, &c. &c. Whatever the longings are, there is 
full scope for thorn in the things of God, and a full 
satisfying portion to repay us, if we will but seek 
our all in Him. 

Verse 3 : Thou shall break forth," &c. &c. You 
increase and prosper on every side. Your heart is 
satisfied, your ambitions gratified, and you have 
the joy of spreading blessings round you.  
- Verse 4: "Fear tot; for thou shalt not be 
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ETERNAL MINISTRY TO THE LORD. 

EZEKIEL xliv. 10-16, 

E
VERY word in this chapter will be literally

fulfilled to Israe� upon the earth, in the 
111illennium. But as the past blessings of Israel 
were shadows of the Church's present . portion, 
so the future blessings of Israel will be shadows 
of the Church's heavenly portion. 

Let us consider these f e,v verses in this aspect. 
We here read of two sets of Levites, or rather 

priests. One set, the descendants of those priests 
who had joined with Israel when they turned away 
from the Lord ( vv. 10-14) ; the other set, the 
descendants of those priests who kept the charge 
of the Lord, and would not join with Israel in 
their sin. (vv. 15, 16.) 

The first mentioned, will not be allowed to 
minister to the Lord in the nilllennium, but ,vill 
have the outer service of the temple committed 
to them. But the others, will be· rewarded by 
being allowed to go near to the Lord, to stand 
before Him, and to minister at His table. 

Surely this teaches us that our future and 
1 eternal power of ministry to the Lord, and personal 

nearness to Him, will depend upon our present

obedience and love. This is confirmed by the 
very n1any passages in the Now Testament about 
f uturo rewards. 
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ashamed . . . . not be put to shame." Oh, this is 
wonderful ! Yes ; in heaven we shall look back on 
our past lives, and even our very sins will unfold 
to us the riches of Christ's love and grace—His 
individual, patient, tender love. You look back to 
the cross and see how He loved the Church ; but 
when you trace His patient gentleness with you, 
yourself, you exclaim, "He loved me ; even me !" 
Oh, we should be losers indeed, if in heaven we 
forgot our sins. It is here, that we test and prove 
His love ; but in heaven we shall revel in it, and 
specially enjoy what we have learned of it here. 

" Thou shalt forget the shame." Not the sins, 
but the shame. "For your shame ye shall have 
double" (Isaiah lxi. 7)—double joy. Yes, each 
sin that we are really ashamed of now, will be 
conquered as well 'as confessed; and thus will 
become a crown of glory to us, and to Christ, in 
the coming day. 

For instance, you do not think much of it, if 
a great army takes a little city, or if a giant con-
quers a dwarf ; but if a weak man meets a foe so 
strong that he is knocked down a hundred times, 
and yet up he grets, and goes at him again and again, 
and at last conquers, what do you think of him 7 

So with us, when a sin is so strong that it over-
comes us again and again ; and yet we struggle on 
against it, and cry to the Lord for help, until at 
last it is completely conquered—oh, surely this 
brings glory and honour to the Lord, and secures a 
rich reward for us ! 
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This is very solemn. Which would you like 1 
To be just inside heaven i saved s·o as by fire 1 
one of the least in the kingdom i Or close, close 
to t~1e Lord 1 abounding in fruit 1 and able to 
n1inister special joy to Hi1n i Every act ·of our 
lives will tell for eternity. Every hour may be 
redeemed by doing His will, or wasted in self
will or folly. All, all ·will be reme1nbered. A11, 
all will tell, and help to fix our eternal -place . .., 

Do you not desire a place of special nearness to 
Christ by-and-by, and ability to stand before Him 
and minister to Him i Oh, then, be true to Him -
now} and do not_go astray with others. Do not go 
after any forbidden thing, or turn aside from any of 
His comn1andments. If you take His precepts, 
and bind them round you as a chain, you lvill soon 
be filled with the fruits of righteousness, and able 
to yield Him "royal dainties." (Genesis xlix. 20.) 

But you may say, How can I, a poor sinner, yiel~ . 
the Lord royal dainties~ By feeding upon the ful
ness of · Christ--the effectual spiritual food which 
God has provided for you. .As the health and 
vigour of our bodies, depend in great measure upon 
the food we eat, so our new-born sptrits are 
dependent upon spiritual food. We might as well 
seek to sustain our bodies Upon ashes, as feed our 
spirits upon earthly things • 

.Alas i how many of God's children seek their 
present portion i~ earthly a:ff ections, expectations, 
an.cl hopes, or even innocent pleasures. They look to 
Christ for salvation, but seek their daily joy in 
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What courage this should give ! What stead-
fastness of purpose ! and then the joy of knowing 
that our blessed Lord is close at hand, rejoicing 
over us when we conquer, and sorry for us when 
we fall, and ready at all times to give the help wo 
need. 

" Widowhood." This seems to represent the time 
when we are out of communion with Christ—cut 
off by unbelief or sin from personal fellowship with 
Him, and therefore unable to bring forth fruit, and 
an easy prey to our sins. 

Verse 5 : CC Thy Maker is thy Husband," not thy 
Creator, but thy Maker. To create is to make out 
of nothing; to make is to form something out of 
materials within your reach. The Lord Jesus takes 
us up as we are—filthy, vile, corrupt; and He says, 
" I will make thee, make thee all that I desire ; I 
will mould and perfect thee, and make thee fit to 
be my companion, my friend, my delight and joy 
for over and ever." Oh, what rest of soul this 
gives 

" The Lord of hosts is His name," the warrior 
God. All might, and strength, and wisdom are 
His. He does whatsoever He pleases, and He is 
forming us for Himself ; He loves us tenderly, so 
we need not fear His hand ; it will be very gentle. 
Ho has all power, and Ho will perfect us—all 
wisdom, and knows exactly what will satisfy his 
heart. 

If you are not pleased with anything that you 
make yourself, it proves that you aro deficient in 
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these lower things. No wonder there is such weari
ness, such disappointment, and depression ; such 
blighted hopes; and consequently no power to 
bring forth fruit unto God. 

But, oh! there is some better food. The Lord, 
the Lord Hiinself is ours; and we may feed upon 
1-Iim,-His thoughts, His feelings about us; His 

,, affections, His desires towards us ; His words, B:is 
ways; all that He has done; all that He is doing; 
all that He will do; yea, all that He is, or has; 
this is our food, our proper food ; the food our 
God has provided for us. This will satisfy ; and 
feasting upon this we shall go singing on our way 
to heaven; we shall be strengthened and gladdened, 
and have power over sin, the world, and the devil; 
the fruits of righteousness will abound and flourish 
within us, and by degrees our hearts will yield tho 
royal dainties in which our God delights. 

Our blessed God, by the word of His power, 
could create ten thousand worlds, or angels without 
number; but the "fruits in which He delights, can 
only grow out of loving, ·grateful hearts. These are 
His luxuries; �nd there is nothing in the uniYerse 
so precious to Him. They cannot be simply created 
by His power; ,�ut are the gradual result of close· 
and happy fellowship with Himself. 

Oh, what .a wonderful portion is ours ! Our God 
is forming us for Himself, and intends to make us 
the n10st wonderful, loving, and loveable beings in 
tho universe. But no two of us will be alike. As 
tho members of our bodies all cliff er one from 
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CONSECRA TION. 
EXOD. 'ILXIX. ; LEV. Viii. 

CONSECRATION I What a blessed and. glorious 
truth I But how shall we reach it ? and how 

shall we maintain it 1 Some Christians say one 
thing, and some another ; so let us turn to our 
heavenly mirror, and see if it will dispel the mists, 
and make the pathway clear and plain. 

The consecration of the sons of Aaron is 
assuredly the shadow ; so let us follow the details, 
and may the Holy Spirit teach us the secret of 
entire consecration and sanctification. 

Aaron's sons were .first brought to the door of 
the tabernacle. (Exod. xxix. 4.) So our first step 
is to come to the Lord Jesus—the door—the only 
way of access to God. 

They were then washed with water (Lev; viii 
6), surely typifying the precious blood of Christ. 
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood." (Rev. i. 5.) 

They were then clothed (Lev. viii. 13) with the 
priestly garments of glory and beauty (Exod. 
xxviii. 40)—the divine righteousness of Christ 
which is imputed to us, so that we stand before 
God in His perfections. 

They then laid their hands upon the head of a 
bullock, which was offered up as a sin-offering to 
God. (Lev. viii. 14-17.) It was a bullock, and 
not ' a lamb—presenting the Lord Jesus as tlio 

l 
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another, so, as members of Christ, ,ve shall all fill 
different places, and yield different fruits. Each 
one will have a place, which no one else could 
fill. 

Dear child of God, would you not like a special 
place 1 Would you not like to yield the Lord some 
special luxury 1 Oh, think of the joy, when in 
heaven, of finding that you can give Him some
thing which He delights in, which no one else can 
yield-to know that Re enjoys it, that it is pleasant 
to Him, that Ro treasures it up, and thnt He and 
your Father rejoice over it together. 

And such may bo your portion.. Only follow 
Him fully; be true, be obedient, be loving, be 
grateful; and some rare and precious fruits will be 
perfected, through the very circu1nstanccs in which 
He has placed you. Each fruit has its own flavour, 
and needs its own special culture to bring it to 
perfection. Thus the Lord, according to His 
own · unerring wisdom, places His children in 
different circumstances, that the special fruit 
which He desires from each one may be brought to 
perfection. 

What courage this should give; what earnestness, 
what self-deninl. Oh, lot us gird our loins, nnd 
labour together with our God; tho.t in a coming 
dn.y, He mo.y be able righteously to give us a special 
place of ministry to Christ, nnd o. special power of 
gratifying Him. 
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perfect Servant made sin for us. Dear child of 
God, have you thus laid your hand on Him I 
Have you examined His perfect holy life His 
obedience unto death Have you pondered over 
God's intense delight in Him, and then seen Him 
consumed by the fire of God's wrath for your sin ? 
If so, you will be filled with gratitude and love, 
and will intensely desire to give Him some return. 

Then followed the ram for the burnt-offering. 
(vv. 18-21.) The ram presents the Lord Jesus as 
the Leader and Commander ; and as your burnt- 
offering, He presents all His perfections to God as a 
reason why you should be blessed. Have you thus 
apprehended Him? Do you look up and see Him 
as your Leader and Commander, thus occupied for 
you ? If so, you will long to be His obedient 
and faithful servant, and yield' yourself entirely to 
do His will. 

The ram of consecration was then slain, and its 
blood put upon their right ears, thumbs, and toes: 
(vv. 2 2-24.) How natural You own the Lord's 
claim upon you. You long to yield yourself 
entirely to Him ; and. gladly present your right ear, 
thumb, and toe, yea, your whole body, to be set 
apart as His purchased possession. Your ono cry 
is, " Lord., I am thine, wholly thine ; and I want 
to live entirely to thee." He accepts the sacrifice, 
and seals you for Himself. 

The blood is then sprinkled upon the altar. 
How precious this is. He knows our weakness ; 
and even while He accepts, and delights in 'our 
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SPIRITUAL JEALOUSY. 

"ENVIEST thou for my sake~" said Moses, when 
Joshua's jealousy was roused for his master's pre
eminence. " Would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put His 
Spirit upon the1n." (Num. xi. 29.) 

Is this your spirit, dear child of God~ or would 
you like to be one of the greatest in heaven~ the 
nearest to Christ~ the most praised by Him~ 

Think again ; oh, think again ; you have not 
weighed it rightly. This wish will die a natural 
death if you only see what it involves. I am sure 
you will not pretend to say, that you are so satisfied 
with your own obedience and love to Christ, that 
you would be glad to find, that no one had loved 
or served Him· bf3tter than you have done. You 
know something of your own folly; how much 
trouble you have given Him, how often you have 
grieved Him ; and is your love to Him so small, 
that it will be a pleasu1·e to find, that everyone has 
given Him m01·e trouble, and caused Him more pain 
than you have done ~ 

No, no, indeed; rather what joy it will be, when 
all secrets are unfolded, to see that others loved 
Him, served Him, obeyed Him, pleased Him, bettor 
than you did; and when you remember how you 
grieved Hin1, what a comfort to kno,v that others 
were a joy and pleasure to Him 1 Ah! yes, when 
we reach our home we shall love Him better than 
we love ourselves, and think more of His joy than 
of our own personal gain. 
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or fill our hands, so that we shall always have 
something fresh to offer ; and find His service and 
worship a delight. 

If we neglect to feed, we shall grow weak 
and faint, and our hearts will be empty. Conscience 
may upbraid, and remind us of our vows ; but 
what can poor empty hearts present 7 We must 
have our hearts continually filled by the Lord 
Himself, or we shall soon find we have nothing to 
offer. But if we feed, and feed continuously in 
His holy presence, our strength will be renewed, 
and our hearts overflowing; and thus we shall 
know the joy of abiding consecration and separation 
unto Himself. 

• 

THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 
ZECHARIAH iv. 

AT first sight this is a very puzzling type ; but 
if we examine it carefully, it becomes very 

simple. 
The candlestick throughout scripture is a symbol 

of light. 
We first read of it in Exodus xxv. That candle-

stick is a type of Christ and the Church. It 
was made of a talent of pure gold, which was 
beaten out into a seven-branched candlestick, each 
branch holding a lamp, which required to be 
trimmed and supplied with fresh oil every day. 

Thus we spring out of Christ. We are the fruit 
of His sufferinf,,7s, and are partakers of the divine 
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THE GLORY OF THE LORD. 
EZEKIEL i. 

R OvV wonderful are the beauties which our 
heavenly mirror reflects ! In this chapter 

we have a reflection of the glory of the Lord 
( v. 28), and the frequent repetition of the two 
words "appearance" and "likeness" prove, that 
all the particulars mentioned, are emb]ems of tho 
beauties and glories, which characterised our pre
cious Lord when He-" the brightness of glory"
trod the earth; and also point out how we-His 
members-can beco1ue His glory by reflecting ~m. 

The mention of a- man upon the throne i?, 

heaven (v. 26), also proves that the vision applies 
to the present dispensation, because our Lord Jesus 
,vas not enthroned in heaven as the lrlan, until after 
His resurrection frmn the dead. 

But, oh, how wonderful that we poor sinn~rs 
may become the glory of t~e Lord (Isa. xlvi. 13 ; 
J er. xiii. 11 ; 1 · Cor. xi. 7 ; 2 Cor. viii. 23), and 
be a constant source of delight and joy to Hirn ! 
(Isa. lxii. 3, 4 ; Zcph. iii. 17 ; Phil. i. 11.) 

But how can this bo brought about 1 Our blessed 
God has told ~s, " ·We all, vrith open face behold
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the san1e iinage from glory to glory." (2 Cor. 
iii. 18.) It is a gradual develop1nent. vVe do not 
grow up into Christ at once, but little by little, 
from glory to glory, one fruit added to another. 
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nature, and should be the light of the world. As 
the fulness of Christ, and the power of the divine 
life is poured into us, the very light of God shines 
out of us. We shine out in His likeness, showing 
forth His praises ; and all His varied beauties and 
glories should be seen in us. 

In Rev. i. we read of seven candlesticks, and 
the Lord Jesus walking in the midst of them. 
Each several candlestick, or lamp, is both a symbol 
of a church and of an individual believer. Each 
church, and each believer, are under the special care 
of the Lord Jesus, and are individually cared for 
and trimmed by Him. 

Zechariah iv. has at least a threefold symbolic 
teaching. The first and most evident is its literal 
teaching to Israel at that time. They had been 
brought back from captivity, and had begun to 
build the temple ; but their obedience and courage 
failed, and they gave up the work. So the Lord 
raised up Zechariah and Haggai, and used them 
as His anointed ones, to encourage and strengthen 
them ; and thus the temple was finished. This is 
the literal and surface meaning of this chapter ; 
but if we dig deeper, we shall find richer treasures. 

The second teaching is prophetical, and mentioned 
in Rev. xi. 3, when the Lord will raise up two 
anointed ones, to be His appointed channels of 
blessing to the earth, during the reign of Antichrist. 

The third teaching is for ourselves. 
But notice, Zechariah has to be awakened before 

he can see this vision. (v. 1.) How true of us 1 

l 
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The present collective stato of the Church-its 
worldliness and unlikeness to Christ-makes us feel 
that it in no way reflects these glories; but surely 
we may do so individually, and thus day by day 
become an increasing delight and praise to our 
God. 

Let us no,y consider the chapter in detail. 
Verse 4. The north •is the emblem of judgment. 

Out of it comes a great cloud, and a fire infolding 
itself. This is like the fire of the burning bush, 
feeding on itself ; a wonderf u:l figure of all the force 
of God's anger being spent upon Himself; for ,ve 
111ust never forget that Christ, when on the cross, 
was still the mighty God. Out of this comes 
brightness; even as out of tho fire of judgment 
that raged round the cross, we get all our bright
ness and joy. .Amber, the flame colour, shows tho 
intensity of the fire. 

Verse 5 : " Out of the midst thereof came the
likeness of four limn(} c'reatures ;,, that is, we get 
our very life out of Christ's. death. We are tho 
outcome of Christ's sufferings, and our new nature 
bears the imago of Christ; so that, though it may 
be very tiny and feeble, still it is like Him. Tho 
likeness of Christ has been formed within us, even 
as a baby has tho likeness of a man, and not of an , 
animal By nature we had the likeness of tho 1
devil, and should have grown up into his ima<rc I

0 1, 

had we remained unsaved. 
\ Verso 7: "Their feet were sfraioht feet "-straight 

nnd long, like a hare's foot, to give swiftness and 
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find the priests (Exod. xxix. 21), the cleansed leper 
(Lev. xiv. 15-18), and the infant of Ezek. xvi. were 
anointed with oil ; and the good Samaritan used oil 
for the poor wounded man. (Luke x. 34.) 

Yes, there is oil to heal our wounds (the wounded 
man), a full provision to flow into our souls and 
supply all our. need—oil to nourish us, and make 
our bones fat ; oil to give us power over sin (the 
leper), and power to minister to and serve the Lord 
(the priest) ; oil to make us glad, and make our 
light "burn brightly, and cause our faces to shine 
with the brightness of His glory. May we learn 
to draw down an abundant supply. 

The trees, or rather branches (vv. 3, 11, 12), 
evidently typify the Lord Jesus—the Branch 
(chap. iii. 8, vi. 12; Isa. iv. 2, xi. 1; Jet xxiii. 
5, xxxiii. 15), the fruitful bough by a well, whose 
branches ran over the wall (Gen. xlix. 22.) He 
dwelt in the bosom of the Father, the deep, sweet 
well of love, and the love so filled and overflowed 
His heart that it brought Him down to this world 
of sin, that He might feast, and satisfy us, with His 
rich and precious fruits. 

The Lord. Jesus is anointed as Priest and King ; 
therefore the two branches, or two anointed ones 
(v. 14), probably represent Him in His twofold 
ministry of Priest and King. " Yet have I set 
my king upon my holy hill of Zion." (Ps. ii. 6.) 
" Thou art a priest' for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek." (Ps. cx. 4.) 

The golden pipes seem to shadow forth the Holy 

1 
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elegance in motion. "I made haste, and delayed 
not to keep thy commandments." "I will run the , 
,vay of thy commandments." (Ps. cxix. 60, 32.) I 
Feet cushioned underneath, to give comfort and 
ease while running. 

"And the sole .. . like the sole of a calf's foot"

a divi�ed hoof, able to hold on in difficult places. 
What a full provision for quick and easy motion ! 
The feet are most important. We shall make but 
little progress unless they are well formed. "Alas l" 
you exclaim, "mine are not well formed." Listen, 
dear· child of· God-" He malceth 1ny feet like hinds'

feet." (Ps. xviii. 33.) Yes, He, your blessed Lord, 
,vill form them for you. Just spread your need 
before Him, tell Him your weakness, and as you 
strive to walk in His ways your feet will grow, 
and little by little you ,vill learn to walk in the 
high and difficult places of fellowship with Him ; 
and, oh, ren1cmber if there be but progress He 
takes pleasure in you, as He ,vatches the gradual 
development of your feet l 

" They sparkled like burnished brass."· Brass, or 
bright copper, is not easily tarnished, and docs not 
absorb defilen1ent. Oh, how in1portant for us! 
Defilement is all around. We cannot avoid con
tact ,vith it; but in fcllo,vship ,vith Christ wo got 
power to resist it, and can thro,v it off instead of 
absorbing it. 

Verse 8: '' Tlie ltands of a .1nan undm· thei1·
wings." What a precious syn1 bol-the hands of 
Christ to sustain and help each feeble effort of 
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Verse 6 : "Not by might nor by power." Not by 
power of will, nor strength of character, nor anything 
we have in ourselves ; it must be by His Spirit. 
We are slow to learn this, and are prone to try and 
get some resources of our own, instead of con-
tinually drawing from the fulness of Christ. 

Verse 7 " Who art thou, 0 great mountain?" 
Whatever the mountains may be, we need not fear. 
Our great Zerubbabel is all-sufficient ; He can turn 
them all into plains. Mountains of self-will, or 
unbelief, or pride, it matters. not ; only let us bring 
them to Him ; He will subdue them, and the end 
will be, not groanings, but shoutings of "Grace, grace 
unto it." 

Verse 9. This verse will be true of every thing 
and person the Lord takes in hand, whether indi-
vidual souls, or the Church as a whole, or Israel in 
the millennium, or the nations of the earth. His 
hands will perfect everything He touches, and all 
His works shall praise Him. 

Verse 10. Blessed be His name 1 He does not 
despise the day of small things. No, indeed ; He 
looks onwards to the end, and makes much of the 
beginnings. May we learn to do the same. 

The seven .eyes of the Lord, which run to and 
fro through the earth, rejoice as they see the plum-
met in the hands of our Zerubbabel. Yes, our God 
looks on with delight and joy as He sees Him work-
ing; He trusts His perfect wisdom, love, and power; 
and knows the result will be the perfection of glory 
and beauty. 
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mounting upward ! The wings half fledged, may 
be, but each flap sustained and helped by Him. 
How true 1 "When I am weak, then a1n I strong." 
Conscious of weakness we lean on Him, and He 
upholds and lifts us up. Yes, and to all eternity 
He will still sustain; for the hands are again seen 
under the wings in chap. x. 21, when we ·behold 
the cherubim in all their glory. 

If we do not use our wings we shall loso the use 
of them, and we must also take care not to over
strain them. Overstraining would be trying to 
,vork ourselves up into a frame of mind which is 
not spiritually natural to us; like copying some one 
who prays four hours a day. Take care you go into 
the Lord's presence, but do not fly too long, or strain 
yourself beyond your power. 

"Four 1wi,ngs ''-two to be used reverently in tho 
presence of tho Lord, and two "joined one to

another," joined to fellow-Christians seeking to help 
them upwards. We should gladly join with others; 
not proudly saying, "I can stand alone," nor with
holding our help from another; but seeking to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and to help others to 
1nount upwards. Wo keep others down when we 
are down ourselves. 

This fellowship with othor Christians is a great 
hcl p in our spiritual life. In prayer, wo are not so 
troubled with wandering thoughts if wo are praying 
with another; and the \V 6rd often unfolds itself 
n1oro fully when we road it with another, and thus 
wo grasp the truth 1noro easily. Still, we need to 

' 



126 	 FRAGMENTS. 

"Who is blind as my Servant ?" (Isa. xlii. 19, 
20.)—This was indeed true of the Lord Jesus. 
He took the place of subjection, and steadily acted 
as though He neither saw, nor heard, those things 
which His Father had not commanded Him. to deal 
with. We need to learn this lesson, and, like Him, 
to be deaf and blind. Deaf, as the Lord's servants, 
and blind, as His messengers. Especially should 
we seek to be blind to any unkindness or slight 
that may be shown us any effort to put us down, 
or push us aside. We should not notice such things, 
but go on unhindered in our work for the Lord. 
Again, when fully occupied in the service which 
the Lord has given us to do, we should avoid being 
drawn off into other service, which, though right 
in itself, would cumber us with too much serving. 
The devil often lays- this snare for us, and makes 
us think we ought to try to put every thing to 
rights, or enter into every kind of service. 

" Take away the dross from the silver." (Prov. 
xxv. 4.)—Trial is like fire, and brings the dross or 
evil in us to the surface. We ought to skim it off 
quickly, judge it, and put it away. Sometimes we 
excuse it, or think there is no harm in it ; and 
that is like stirring it in again, and then the Lord 
is obliged to send more fire. 

Faith simply believes God, and echoes what He 
says ; and the fight of faith is trying to see things 
as God. sees them, and to judge of them as He does. 
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bo careful, and ·not link with those ,vho _will drag 
us down. vVe should join our ,vings with some one 
,vho ,vill help us to fly up. Link upwards a:nd riot 
downwards. 

Verse 9 : '' They turned not when they 'went."
Thorough subjection; no saying, "I want this or 
that," but out and out surrender to -the Lord, of 
one mind with the Lord, and every thought brought 
into captivity to Him. 

Verses 10, 11 : " Their faces." These four faces 
are very wonderful, and are· gradually formed or 
chiselled out as we go "straight forward" in the 
path of obedience. 

The face of the man, r�presents intelligence, affec
tion, and sympathy. Our God would not have us 
hard, but filled with love, not only to Him, but to 
His people, and to the world. 

The lion, represents strength and courage, a fear
lessness which will not shrink from danger. 

The ox, patient enduring labour, which will plod 
on, content to do little things bit by bit, not want
ing great things, but patiently and steirdily working 
on. 

The eagle, keen vision, and rapid upward flight, 
seeing afar off, and soaring on high into tho sun-
light of God's presenc�, and ,veil-nigh forgetting 
the troubles of tho ,vay. The ox goes patientiy 
through tho trouble, but tho eagle son.rs abovo it. 

Our circumstances aro all ordered by tho Lord to 
help to forn1 theso faces, and frcquontly rcvenl to 
us the very face which is most lacking. This is 
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why we so often find ourselves unequal to our cir
cumstances. But if ,ve are wise, instead of being 
disheartened, we shall just cast ourselves in our 
helplessness upon Him, and seek to dra,v out of 
His fulness the needed grace, and thus the lacking 
face will be gradually formed in us, through the very 
things ,vhich seem to be against us. We ·should 
not turn aside because of difficulties ; for it is only 
as ,ve go "straight f m·ward," that the lacking faces 
will be f o.rmed in us. 

Thus if my circumstances require courage, and I 
go through them with the Lord, the lion face will 
be increased; and if patient endurance is called 
for, the ox face will increase. We are at school, 
an~ our surroundings are appointed by Him, to 
produce exercise of soul, so that His likeness may 
be perfected in us.- True, ,ve cannot be His glo1·y 
until these faces are 'formed in us; but, blessed be 
His name, He rejoices over us as He sees them 
growing. Thus, even when we arc mourning over 
our failures, 1ve may still look up, and know that 
Ile is pleased with, and accepts our efforts to do 
Ilis will. 

" Wings stretched upward.:' ( v. 11.) This im• 
plies effort; and in service for the Lord we always 
need to have our wings stretched upward, with one 
constant cry-" Help, Lord." .As the branch draws 
its sap fro1u the vine, so ,ve need continually to 
draw fresh supplies of grace fro11: Him. But we 
also ren.d-

" T,co covered their bodies," which hnplics porfcct 
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repose and quietness · of soul, combined with con• 
tinued and unwearied effort. 

"They turned not when they went." (vv. 9, 12.) 
These words are repeated again and again. Increased 
intelligence does not lead to less dependence. ThBre 
is no self-will, no self-importan�e, but entire subjec
tion. 

" Whither the Spirit was to go, the?J went." The 
Spirit so wonderfully dovetails Himself into our 
thoughts and feelings, that we may be guided by 
Him in everything, and thus walk in qbedience to 
the word of God. Oh, what exceeding patience 
and love He has 1 May we be kept from grieving 
Him. 

" Burning coals of fi1·e " ( v. 13 )-the holiness of 
God. We can welcome it with joy; for the precious 
blood of Christ has met its claims. The coal from 
the altar, which would have utterly consumed an 
unsaved sinner, did Isa_iah no harm (Isa. vi. 6-8) ; 
and we can '' give thanks" at the remembrance of 
His holiness." (Psalm xcvii 12.) 

"Like ..• lamps went up and down among the
living creatures "-the Spirit of God ruling within, 
and giving light and heat. 

"And the fire· was bright." No dull flame, but a 
burning fire of love, leading us on and on, in 
devotedness and obedience to Christ, so that His 
very life may be seen in us." (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11.) 

"And out of the fire went forth lightnings "-the 
Ii aht and heat shining out of us, to enlighten and 
·,v:rm those around; the love of Christ so filling us,
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that it could not be hid, and just flowing out of us 
in everything we do. 
. "Ran, and returned as . . . a flash of lightning " 

(v. 14)-swift and ready obedience. Ready to run 
out and do whatever the Lord desires; but back 
again, quick as a flash of lightning. The Lord, our 
habitation, whereunto we continually resort. (Psalm 
lxxi. 3.) Oh, this is the secret of strength-so to 
dwell in His presence that it becomes our home, to 
which we naturally return; ready to go out and do 
anything for Him, but glad and quick to come 
back, to commune with Him. 

The next appea1·ance is "one wheel." (v. 15.) 
Nothing moves so easily upon the earth as ,a wheel, 
and surely this suggests adaptability for service 
here below. .A.s we go "straight forward" in the 
path of obedience, an aptitude is formed for the 
performance of that which at first we did very 
awkwardly, and what was done with great effort at 
first, becomes gradually easy. 

" The colou1·, beryl" ( v. 16), points to the human 
body. And ,vhen our bodies are yielded to Hin1, 
how thoroughly ,ve find them adapted for His 
service on earth ! 

"A wheel in the middle of a wlieel"-wound up 
like a clock, and propelled from th.e inside. The 
love of Christ constraining us; our great motive to 
please and gladden Hilu. When love gro,vs cold 
our obedience flags, and we need again to be wound 
up ,vith the love of Christ. 

Agai1: we read, " They tunwd not when flte!J 
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went." (v. 17.) Their ability was increased, but 
willing subjection in no way lessened. 

" Their rings were so high that tlzey were dread
ful." (v. 18.) The wheels resting upon t�e earth, 
but so high that they reached up to heaven. This 
""ould be terrible indeed to Satan ; our hands ancl 
feet in service here below, but our hearts and eyes 
up in heaven ; and all we do to.ken up there, and 
examined in the light of His presence. 

"Full of eyes round about." Spiritual discern
ment, enabling us to "walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as ,vise." Seeing everything all round, 
and learning how to behave ourselves in the church, 
in the world, and in our homes. Everything done 
in a right way as "unto the Lord," and thus "none 
occasion of stumbling" in us. Thus learning of 
Hin1 our eyes increase ; for, in chap. x. 12, we read 
that not only the wheels, but their "whole body, 
back, h�ands, and wings, were full of eyes ; " and, in 
Rev. iv. 6-8, that they are full of eyes "behind," 
"before," and "within." A fresh eye is forn1ed 
whenever wo accept and echo the Lord's though ts 
about anything. Oh f9r the humble, subject spirit, 
to listen to Him at all times, that wo may thus 

· 
become "full of eyes." 

"The wheels. went by them." (v. 19.) The ,vheels
the body-a help, and not a hindrance, both ·in wor
ship and in service. Surely this is true, if our hands, 
f cet, cars, eyes, tongues, mind, affections, strength, and 
n1embcrs are all truly yielded unto the Lord; our 
energies, all sanctified as servants of righteousness. 
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" Whitliersoever the spirit was to go they went." 
(vv. 20, 21.) The Spirit of life in1pclling; the 
wheels subject to, impelled, and empowered by the 
Spirit. What a blessed, glorious life! The process 
is gradual. First there is subjection to, then acqui- . 
escence in, and then oneness with the mind and ,vill 
~ Go~ ~ 

"The fi'rma1nent over ·their head,s . .. terrible 
crystal." (v. 22.) Terrible majesty, perfect trans
parency, the piercing eye of the holy God ! 

But in verse 26 we read of "a th1·one as a 
sapphi-re s~e, and . · . . a man above upon it." A 
blue throne, speaking of mercy, love, and grace, 
and the Lord Jesus seated on it; and therefore we 
need not fear that eye. The terrible crystal shows 
out every spot of defilement, but the precious blood 
meets all the guilt; and streams of mercy, love, and 
grace, fl.ow forth from our Great High Priest. Yes, · 
we may live under the terrible crystal ·without 
:flinching; and do everything in His holy presence 
in perfect ease, and enjoy His mighty, sustaining 
power. 

Verse 23 : " Their wings straight," as if they 
moved ,vith greater ease. If :we live under the 
terrible crystal, the power of Christ ,vill rest upon 
us, and obedience or service ,vill require but littlo 
effort . . 

Verse 24 : "As the voice of the Alniighty." Oh, 
· this is wonderfully glorious! Our speech to be as 

the voice of the Almighty, our n1oven1ents to bo 
as the voice of God, and everything we do or say 
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and then ,ve shall not go on doing His work in a 
wrong way. He ,vill sho,v us our mistakes, and 
lovingly, tenderly put us .in the right way. Oh, 
ho,v blessed to be thus led and empowered by Him! 
not doing our own will, or thinking our own thoughts, 
or speaking our own ,vords, but just His messengers 
delivering His message, and conscious of His 
approval 

Verses 26, 27: "Above the firmament," &c. There 
sits our precious Lord rejoicing over us, watching, 
directing, sustaining all our service ; and seeking to 
lead us on and on, into increased fellowship with 
Himself, until our thoughts and feelings and desires, 
are all brought into unison ,vith His. 

The living creatures were "unde1· the God of 
Israel" (chap. x. 20), and only as . we dwell under 
the shadow and rule of Christ can we beqo1ne a 
glory or a joy to Him. Oh for such true, thorough 
subjection to Hi1n, that all His glory and grace may 
be reflected by us ! 

Ps. civ. 24 : " 0 Lord, how manifold are thy 
works ! " There are no two leaves and no two 
blades of grass alike. In His ,visdom has He 
made them all But oh, what a joy to know that 
there are no two people alike, and• there will be no 
duplicates in heaven! There is a place in heaven, 
and also a place in Christ's heart, that you, and you 
alone, can fill. If this w·ere not true your dupli
cate could fill your place, and you would not be 
missed. 

F 
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. 
!HE BLESSING OF BENJAMIN. 

DEur. xxxiii. 12 . . 

I F ,ve t-q.rn back to Gen. xlix. 27, we read, 
. "Benjamin shall ravin as a ,volf: in the morn
ing h~ shaJl devm;1.r tJ?_e prey, and at night he shall 
divide the spoil." We cannot call this a blessing; 
put J ac.ob, 'l~y the Spirit of God, toJd _his sons what 
~as _going ~o happen to them. (v. 1.) 
, ?;hus Eenj~~in · is the type of a person whose 
~atural cb,aracter is like- a discontented, rave:r;iing 
wolf; not _satisfied·: wjth getting as much prey ·as 
he w~nted, ht~t ravening, de~troying for the very 
·pleasure of jt; delighting in cruelty, . restless, 
greedy, unhappy. . . . .. 
_. . What becomes of such a man ~ Oh, · ~ow 
wonderful to see the mighty transforming power o~ 
the Lord! Let us r~ad Deut .. xxxiii. 12, ·" The 

. . 

beloved of the Lord shall dwell in saf e__ty by Him." 
Thus this discontented, ravening wolf, finds a 

place of rest and quietness, as the beloved of the 
Lord. Every desire of his heart, every qraving 
is satisfied, and he is dwelling in safety by Him ; 
enjoying His. love, and resting under His feathers, 
sati$fied by Him. Is it not a beautiful picture of 
~h~ . blessed, glo_riou~ rest, . C~rist has provided for 
discontented,. mis~rable, ambitious, longing; and 
restl~ss souls t . . . 
.. . " .The beloye9- o! _th_e Lord."-he _believes in, and 
enjoys the sweet, precious, fond love of Christ; 
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and there£ ore rests, satisfied· indeed. Th~ restless 
cravings of. the ,volf are stilled, and he cleaves to 
the Lord Jesus, looking up into His face, resting in 
His love, contented indeed, yea, delighting in Him. 

· "The L01·d shall covm· him au · the day long." 
Not an occasional blessing; hut continually covered, 
sheltered, satisfied with Christ; every longing n1e_t 
by Him. . . 

Oh, what a joy, what a ·rest, to know that, instead 
of crushing our desires, He is able and willing 
to gratify them to the full ! " He ,vill fulfil the 
desire of the1n that". fear Him." Yes, God has 
weig~ed and p~ndered every possible desire _of our 
hearts, ~n~l made f11P, provision for them all in and 
through Christ. He has given Him to us,.and all 
that He has or is, that we may enjoy Him, and be 
so filled with His fulness, that it may overflow . from 
us, and pour forth in blessings to those around us. 

"And He shall dwell between His shoulde:rs," 
supported by the Lord, leaning upon Him, listening 
to Hin1, full of joy and gladness, and able to go 
on triumphantly, because dwelling between His 
shoulders. 

What a blessed picture ! And such is the result 
of fellowship with Christ. His mighty, transform
ing power is so great, that He can change tho 
-basest and 1nost despicable nature into that which ; 
is noble, lovely, and loveable. There is nothing 
too hard for Him; and Ho delights to take up 
those who are wretched and despised, and to make 
them honoµrablc and intensely happy, . 
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Do y9u believe this, dear child of God 1 Do 
you belicYe in His power and willingness to 
transform you 1 to overcome all that you abhor in 
yourself, and make you very beautiful~ The power 
that worketh in you· is indeed sufficient. Oh, be
lieve it, enjoy it, 1·est in it, and calculate upon it! 

Like Benjamin, keep close to Him; and nestling 
in His love, your heart ·will be filled and blessed ; 
and as you walk with Him, you will grow up into 
His likeness, and be satisfied indeed 

"THE STONES OF THE TEMPLE." 
l KINGS V, 17, 18; EPH. ii. 19-22; 1 PETER ii. 5. 

THE Church is the living temple of the Lord, 
His eternal habitation that He is preparing for 

Himself. In an earthly building the stones greatly 
vary, both in size, shape, and beauty. .And so will 
it be in the heavenly temple. Each believer is a 
living stone, and when the last stone is perfected, 
the whole building will shine forth beautiful and 
glorious, and every stone will be in its proper place. 

The stone~ of So~om~n's te:mple were all made 
ready in the stonemason's yard, "so tli~t there was 
3:either hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard 
in the house, while it was building." (1 Kings vi. 7.) 
So will it be with the living temple, which our pre
cious Lord is building for Himself. This world is 
His workshop, and our eternal pcauty and glory will 
depend entirely, upon our preparation here below. 

We read. of great stones, costly stones, and hewed · 
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stones (1 Kings v. 17, 18); of stones sawed within 
and without (1 Kings vii. 9); of precious stones 
for beauty (2 Chron. iii. 6); and of stones inlaid 
with sapphires and fair colours. (Isa. liv. 11.) 
Who would not wish to be a beautifully-carved 
stone, inlaid with fair colours, rather than a small 
plain stone 1 

I believe. that it depends very much upon our 
selves what kind of stone we shall each be. If we 
desire to be beautiful . stones, we must yield to the 
Lord's hand, and walk in His ways, instead of being 
restless and wilful. 

T~e word of God is the saw-the sharp, two
edged sword of the Spirit-provided by µod to he,v 

. off the excrescences of our flesh. But we must 
work together with Hiin. In the old-fashioned 
saw-pits, there ._used to be an upper and a lower 
sawyer, and the one could not ,vork ·without the 
other. Surely it is thus with us. The Holy Ghost 
is the upper sawyer, and we are the lower ones. 
Oh, seize the handle of the saw and work with 
Him, and your sins ,vill be subdued! Do not spare 
the evil of your hen.rt or ways, but bring every 
thought and feeling under the power of the keen 
edge of the word of God, and yo_u will bec01ne a 
hewn stone. 

If we do not us·e the saw, the Lord seeks to 
bring down our flesh by the circun1stances around 
us j He uses the1n as His chisel ; and thus a Chris
tian's life is often chip, chip, ,vorry, worry, all dny 
long, and the ugliness of the flesh is seen in such, 
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instead of the beauty of· the Lord.. True, _,ve shall 
still have trials and worries, even if we do use the 
saw against our flesh; but then those trials will 
becon1e the pumice-stone to smooth and ·polish and· 
beautify . 

.A.gain, there are . carved s~ones : -those who spe-· 
cially reflect the beauty of Christ, and grow up . 
into His likeness. But this involves suffering. If 
stones could feel, a carved stone would suffer more 
than one that was only cut square ; and -we ·are 
living stones, and we do feel. 

But oh, the gain, the glorious gain! Dear, suf
fering child of God, take courage. Look up in His 
face, and learn the secret of His dealings with you. 
You have set your heart upon some special spiritual 
beauty, you have asked the Lord to work it in you; 
and can you not trac·e His chisel in your present 
woe, and see that He is indeed fulfilling your desire~-

Perhaps you cry out and say, " Oh,· anything but 
this ! " But courage, courage ! Only a little while. · 
The chisel ,vill soon have done its work, arid then 
to all eternity yon will look back and thank the 
Lord that He did not stay His hand because of 
your crying. Maybe, you have asked to _be inlaid 
,vith fair colour~, and if so, a piece of the stone 
n1ust be very carefully and skilfully cut out, to 
n1ake ·rooni for the precious inlaying. 

lf or instance, suppose you arc very loving, ane,r 
you ask to be filled with the affections of Christ. 
So1ne of your natural affections 1nust be cut out, 
wounded, and crushed, to n1ake roon1 for Ilis divine 
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affectio.ns·; and thus you learn to love as He
= does,

and becon1e a partaker of His bowels of mercies: 
The process is very painful; but, ·oh, the gain, the 
glorious eternal gain 1 Yes, whenever any special· 
trial comes· upon you, or upon th9se you -love, you· 
may always be quite certain that some special beauty, 
glory, and ·blessing ,vill be the result. 

Again, we need to remember that- we do not find 
perfect stones in · the stonemason's yard. It is the 
workshop where th� stones are being perfected, and 
the worst side of the stone is mostly exposed. ·We 
forget this, and get dishear.tened, both with ourselves 
and others. We should like to. hide · all the evil· 
away, _and have something grand and beautiful to 
glory in. But the Lord is ,vorking for eternity, and 
therefore He allows the evil to be �e·en, that \ve may. 
be ashamed of it, and it may be hewn off. 

Men very often only he,v one side of a stone, and 
leave the other sides rough, because they will be built. 
into the wall, and not seen. But the stones of the 
Lord's temple must be cut smooth on all sides. 
"The king's daughter is ail glorious within." (Ps. xlv. 
13.) ".And in His temple every whit of it uttei,eth· 
His glory." (Ps. xxix. 9, margin.) 

The plununet is in the hand of our great Ze
ru b babel. His hands have la.id the foundation of 
this glorious ten1ple, and His hands shall' finish it. 
(Zech. iv. 9, 10), and none can stay His hand. He_. 
is the great Master Builder, and we are the connuon 
labourers. He is· the great Architect, the Designer,; 
the Commander. The .responsibility of· the wliole · 



80 " TIIE STONES OF THE TEMPLE." 

,vork just rests upon Him; and our part is to be obe
dient willing servants, and work together with Him. 
· The plummet is not · in the devil's hands, nor in 

yours, nor in anyone's hand but the Lord's, and the 
end " rill be glory, honour, and praise for ever and 
ever. Oh, ,vhat rest and quietness of soul this 
gives! ,vhat confidence and rest in the midst of 
things we cannot understand I . 

But, you ask, will all the stones be n1ade glorious~ 
In one sense yes, and in auoth~r sense no. Very 
many Christians will be saved so as by fire, and 
they ,vill be the small plain stones of the building, 
cut square, and fitted for their place, but not orna
mented. 

You may say, Ho,v can they be to the Lord's 
glory 1 They ·will show forth the riches of His 
grace, and to all eternity ,vill manifest the precious
ness of the blood of Christ, which could.save them 
in spite of all their wilfulness and folly, and His 
,vonderf ul patience in bearing ,vith all their crooked 
ways. 

The beautifully carved stones, inlaid with 
precious jewels, ,vill show forth the exceeding 
greatness of His pc;nver, in enabling them to over
come their sins, and bring . forth the fruits of 
righteousness. Others will show forth His manifold 
,visdom, in leading them through fire and through 
,vater, and thus enriching and beautifying them. 

Thus the exceeding riches of His grace, the 
exceeding greatness of His power, and His n1anif old 
wisdom, ,vill all be manifested; and shine forth to 

• 
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all eternity; and ,vhile He ,vill have the glory, we

shall share the joy ancl gladness ,vith Him. And 
oh, how loud ,vill be our praise, ho,v deep our 
gratitude, as we retrace His dealings "rith us here 
below! 

"HE SHALL NOT FAIL NOR BE DISCOURAGED." 

THIS is true of the Lord Jesus in every ,vork which 
He undertakes, whether reden1ption, the salvation 
of Israel, or the training of the church. He will 
not fail, but will perfect that which He commences 
to do. He ,vill not be discouraged, but will steadily 
labour on, until He gains the object upon which B;e 
has set His heart. 

He is training us for Himself, and if we will not 
learn our lessons in one way, He seeks to teach us 
in another. He will not give in, but goes on ancl 
on until He brings every thought into eaptivity to 
Himself, and teaches us to echo His judgments in 
everything. It rests ,vith us as to ,vhether we will 
learn our lessons in the dark cellar of distance fron1 
Him, or in the sunshine of His presence. It is very 
difficult for a child to learn his lessons ,vhen he is 
grumbling or crying about thein; and ,ve n�ake very 
slo,v pi:ogress in the ,vays of the Lord, ,vhen we 
foolishly fret or rebel against Him. Let us seek to 
learn the111 cheerily in His presence, enjoying I-Iis 
sn1ile, and then our progress ,vill be rapid indeed, 
and He will not only help us, but joy over us with 
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JACOB_; OR, THE WANDERER'S PROMISE. 

· GENE.SIB xx.viii. 15.
. 

W
E may call this the wanderer's promise,

because it ,vas given to a wilful, weary 
wanderer, -,vho w�s reaping the ·fruit of his own 
Sln. 

Jacob had deceived his father, and cheated his 
brother-; and the ref ore had to fly from his home 
with all its conrlorts-to leave his father and 
mother, and all his friends, and start away, 
forlo1n and desolate indeed. Suddenly darkness· 
coines on, and he dare go no further; so, with an 
aching heart, he makes a pillow of stones, and _ lies 
down to rest as best he can. 

But, oh, the rich grace, the tender pity of our 
God! He drean1ed, and behold a ·1adder, whose 
top reached to heaven; and the Lord stood above 
it, and gave hin1 this wonderful promise: "Behold, 
I an1 ,vith thee, and ,vill keep thee in all places 
,vhithcr thou goest, nnd will bring thee again into 
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of." 

"And Jacob a waked.'' And ,vhat did he do 1 
Did he shout for joy 1 did he burst out in songs of 
praise 1 ·No ; "he ,vas afraid, and said, · Ho,v 
dreadful is this place I" And ,vhy 1 He had a bad 
conscience. He had not judged his sin, and there• 
fore shrank fron1 the Lord's presence. 
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Jacob's special sin ,vas that he tried to 11ianage 
for hiinself by contrivance and cunning. .He liked 
to go his o,vn way, and · to do his oivn ,vill, and 
,vas not ,villing to be led by the Lord. No wonder 
his life was a sad one, and that he ,vas always· 
getting himself into trouble. 

; It might have been so different ,vith him. If 
Jacob had been willing and obedient, · the Lord 
would have gone before him, upheld and guided · 
all his ·steps, and loaded him ·with loving-kindness 
and tender mercies. Oh, ,vhat countless blessings 
he lost through his foolish and crooked ways ! 
Still the Lord was faithful; He kept His promise. 
He never left him; but went after him in all his 
wanderings, and never rested until He had taught 
him to obey and serve HiJl?.. 

What a beautiful shadow of His ·ways with us. 
We . are His o,vn, His ranson1ed ones ; and He 
,vill never, no, never leave us. He has pledged 
Himself to keep us · ,vherever ,ve go, and ,vill not 
rest until He has 111acle us perfectly holy. Still, 
like Jacob, ,ve shall .be terrible losers if ,ve arc 
foolish and disobedient children. True, tho Lord 
will keep us to the end; hut, oh, what folly to 
,vaste our lives in ,vandering about in a ,vastc and 
ho,v ling ,vilderncss, instead of living in His 
presence, and enjoying His smile, and feasting 
upon the goodness of His house. · 

There is no joy like the light of His countenance 
(Ps. iv. 6); and no plea.sures like those at His 
right hand. (Ps. xvi. 11.) .But Jacob did not feel 

• 
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this; he knew nothing of the joy of fellowship 
,vith God. He ,vas afraid of Him ; for ho was self
,villed, and his ,vays ,vere ·crooked. 

Aro you like him, dear child of God 1 are you 
in<liff erent to, or afraid of, the presence of Go<l 1 
Or can you say ,vith David, " One thing I have 
desired," t~at I may be near Him, that I may hear 
His voice, that I may d,vell in His house 1 (Ps. 
xx vii. 4-6,) If so, you ,vill sing, yea, sing praises 
unto the Lord, and offer Hin1 sacrifices of joy. 

Poor Jacob ,vas afraid to trust the Lord, and 
therefore, instead of telling his desires to Him, he 
ahvays tried to manage for hinlSclf; and what a life 
of sorrow he had. Oh, 1nay wo learn to tell out 
all our desires to Him ! He will never say no to us 
if we are truly obedient, unless wo ask for sonic
thing which He knows would do us harm. Ho 
always indulges obedient children, and delights to . 
grant their requests. 

But let us follo,v Jacob a little further. 
He goes on to Laban, and is cheatcu by hin1, 

even as ho had cheated his brother. This is one of 
God's unchanging statutes-wlrn,tevor ,vo so,v ,vo 
shall reap (Gal. vi. , 7); it ,\·ill co1110 ba~k to us 
again. Let us iuke care ,vhat ,ve so,v. 

This ,vas his first trouble. Then he had no 
con1fort in his home-ho had t,vo ,vivcs who 
quarrelled. Ho then devised 1neans to get posses
sion of Laban's cattle; and when ho thought ho 
had succeccle<l, Laban changed his "rages ten tin1cs 
(Gen. xxxi. 41); and thus kept hin1 in a stato of 

, 

' 
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continual anxiety. True, ho did get a large 
n~ber of cattle ; but that was because God took 
ca.re that he should hn.ve fair wages. His prosperity 
,vas not the fruit of his own cunning. 

In Gen. xxxi. the Lord commanded him to return 
to Canaan, and Jacob ,vas so tired of Laban's 
service that he was glad to obey. But ,vhy does he 
creep away secretly 1 (vv." 20-22.) He · ,vas not 
accustomed to obey the Lord, and the ref ore ,vas 
afraid. He began to obey; but lmew so little of · 
the Lord that he had not courage to go away 
openly. Poor Jacob! Then Laban comes after 
him (vv. -25-55); but God forbids him to touch 
him. Oh; surely, if Jacob had not been well-nigh 
paralysed by his own sins, he ,vould have shouted 
for. joy when he found that Laban did not dare to 
touch him! 

In Gen. xxxii. we read that the angels of Goel 
met him. Yes, when ,ve try to obey the Lord, 
Jle ,vill meet . us and help us. But see the 
unbelief of Jacob's heart. God had told him to 
return to Canaan, had prevented Laban from hurt
ing him, had shown him a vision of angels 
hovering over him to protect him, and yet, when 
he heard Esau ,vas coming to meet him ,vith four 
hundred men, "he vvas greatly afraid, and 
distressed." ( vv. 4-8.) 

He was afraid because he kn<nv so little of the 
Lord. He was afraid when the Lord appearetl, 
and .gave him a wonderful promise (Gen. xxviii. 
17) ; afraid of Laban ( xxxi.) ; and now afraid of 
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Esau. (xxxii. 7-11.) Yes, and he was afraid• too, 
when the Lord carne do,vn to bless hini at Peniel. 

He wanted to go over the brook Jabbok, but the 
Lord prevented him; he tried to get away, but the 
Lord held him fast. .A.t last He touched his thigh, 
and it shrank; and ,vhen he found out Who it was 
that held him fast, a little bit of faith sprang up, 
and he clung to Him and got the blessing. 

Would you not have thought he would have 
gone over the brook . ,~ith thanksgiving and a 
shout of praise 1 But _· no; poor Jacob_ only says, 
'~ I have seen God face to, face,· and my life is . . . 

preserved." · Poor, melancholy man! ~ o matter 
how good and gracious the Lord is to hi~, ·it 
see1ns as if nothing could give him joy. .A.nd 
,vhy ~ Because he was still going on in his sin. . 

Soon after he meets Esau, who falls on his neck 
and kisses hi1n ; but he is Jacob still, and behaves 
in his usual cringing and deceitful way. There 
,vas no nobility about him, and nothing could 
make him joyous or happy. (Gen. xxxiii.) . 

Obedience was a strange thing to Jacob, and he 
soon wearied of it; and though the Lord gave him 
a speedy recompense each time he began to obey, 
he soon turned aside again to do his own will. 
Thus instead ~f fully obeying the Lord (Gen. 
xxxi. 3), and going to his father, he stopped at 
Succoth, and bought a piece of land, and built 
a house. ( chap. xxxiii. 17.) 
. This .was only half-obedience, and the. dreadful 
trouble of chap. xxxiv. is the result. Surely the .. .. 
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Lord's rod. Had he gone on as commanded ·to 
Hebron, to his kindred, this would not have 
happened. 

See his terror in chap. xxxiv. 30, 31. Oh, 
Jacob, where is your faith·~ Why, why distrust 
the Lord~ Ah ! he had a bad conscience. But he · 
is in terrible trouble, and kno,vs not what to do; 
so the Lord in tender mercy appears to him and 
says, "A1·ise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there." 
(Chap. xxxv. 1.) 
• ·Jacob arose . and went, and again the Lord 
appeared to him, and gave him a precious promise; 
but J ac.ob had not yet learned to· obey, and very 
soon he journeyed from Bethel instead of dwelling 
there (v. i6)-half obedience again. 

Then Rachel dies. Why did not J acoh heed 
the rod and return to Bethel~ Ah ! he kne'\'v not t 

the joy of obedience and fellowship with the Lord, 
and he wandered ·still further a way from the place 
where the Lord had told him to dwell, "even 
beyond the tower of Edar." ( v. 21. )' 

Then came Reuben's sin; then followed the sad 
selling of J os~ph, when J Q.cob refused to be com
forted, and for twenty years he n1ourned for 
Joseph; ·then· caine the famine, and with a br~ken 
heart. he ·had to part with Benjamin, and send him 
into Egypt. · · 

Truly' it was trouble upon trouble, trouble upon 
trouble; but it need not have been so. Had Jacob 
been obedient, ·.it would have been bles~ing upon 
blessing, .. blessing upon bJcssing. The Lord was 
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faith£ nl indeed, and kept His promise, and kept 
hin1 in all places whither he went; but Jacob did 
not have the Lord's sn1ile, nor the sustaining 

. strength of His ar1n. He had no joy, but "ras 
always in terror, and dragged out a sad and ,veary 
life. 

But he learned his lesson at last. In Gen. xlvi . 
. ,ve read that he stopped on his way down to 
Egypt, and sought help and guidance from tho 
Lord. Oh, the grace · of our God ! He meets him 
at once and says, ·" Fea1~ not, I will go down witli 
thee." 

The Lord could not say "Fear not" while Jacob 
was doing his o,vn ·will. He did promise to keep 
him ,vherever he ,vent, and to bring him back 

· again ; but He could not say "Fear. not," nor could 
He walk with him as his Companion and Friend. 
But no,v at last, after fifty-four weary years of self
"rill and folly, he learns to say, "Lord, ,vhat wilt 
thou ha Ye me to do f' Oh, Jacob, Jacob, how 
coul<l. you be so foolish 1 Fifty-four dull, sad years 
of constant fear, and trial, and misery, instead of 
fifty-four years of joy, peace, gladness, and comfort 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Dear child of God, will you not take war~g 1 
Which will you choose-a life of weary disappoint
n1ent and sorrow, or a life of well-nigh shouting 
for joy 1 Will you not say, "No half-obedience 
for 1ne. I will try to please the Lord in everything, 

. and do exactly what He tells me "1 If so you will 
have a bright, joyous path, and a heart burning 
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,vithin you. You· will have the Lord, ·not· only·as 
your ·Saviour to keep you, and bring you back ,vhen 
you wander_; but also as your Companion, your 
Friend, your Upholder, your Strength; anq. will be 
able to exclaim ,vith _joy, "His ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all His· paths are peace." 

'J'OSH[!A .,· OR, THE WARRIQR'� PROMISE. 

DEUT. xxxi. 6, 8; JOSH. i. ·o-9. 

T
HESE prom�ses. are exceedingly precious, bu�

. they only belong to the obedient child. 
Some of God's promises are unconditional,, and 

secured to us because of the obedience of Christ, 
and they are fulfilled in spite of all our failure, 
or even wilfulness. But others are conditional,

and ·are only fulfilled in proportion_ to our own 
obedience. 

Many of God's children get their faith terribly 
�haken because they forget t�s. They �re disap
pointed because �ome conditional promise· is _n<;>t · 

· fulfilled to them, and then the deyil tells _the� 
the Lord does .not keep His promises, and thus 
leads them to distrust Him. If they r�ad their 
l3ibles more carGfully, they would perceive that 
they hnd no right to expect thp,t special promise to 

· �>o fulfilled to them, because tl1oy had not kept tho
t,pecified conditions.

Thus the Lord could . not pron1iso J a�ob to go
J ., 

0 
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before him, because ho was not willing to be.led by 
Him; nor could He say to him; "Fear not," 
because he had reason to f car, as long as he was 
walking .in ,vilful and deceitful ways. Still, in 1-Iis 
own rich graco, He promised to keep him in all 
his wanderings, and to bring him safely back 
again. But oh, how different are His words to 
Joshua! 

Joshua had learned to obey, and was willing to 
follow the Lord. He ,vas a pleasant. child, and 
therefore received the sweet and encouraging pro
mise, " The Lorcl, He it is that doth go before thee; 
He will _be with tltee; He ·will not fail thee, neither 

' f orsalce · t[iee ; fear not, n~itlter be discouraged." 
(Deut. xxxi. 8.) 

His pathway was full o_f dangers; but what 
need he fear, if the Lord ,vent before him 1 His 
ene111ies were strong and numerous; but who could 
harm him, "rith the Almighty God to uphold and 
def end him 1 His needs were great and manifold ; 
but what did that n1atter, ,vith God by his side to 
supply them all 1 Well n1ight he " be strong and 
of good courage;" for with God for his Guide, he 
could make no n1istakes ; and ,vith God for his 
Helper, he 1nust succeed and prosper wherever he 
,vent. May we learn from him to be willing and 
obedient, that 1\70 also rnay enjoy a steady stream of 
continuous blessing! . 

The Lord led Joshua into the land of Canaan, 
but He will lead us into paths of righteousness. 
He commanded /tini to fight against strong cities, 
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with walls and gates; and He commands u.c: to fight 
against the strongholds of sin and Satan, ,vhich are 
.within -us. (2 Cor. x. 4, 5.) He told him to show 
no mercy to the old inhabitants of the land, but to 
destroy them utterly j and He tells us to cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness- of_ flesh and spirit 
(2 Cor. vii. I), and to purify ourselves, even as �o 
is pure. (I John iii. 3.) 

Joshua's object was to get possession of the land 
of Canaan and enjoy its rich provision. Our object 
is to get possession of our portion in Christ and to 
enjoy His fulness, so . that we may be able to bring 
forth much fruit to gratify and glorify Him. 

Joshua's enemies were men, bu� ours are sins;

and· as truly as the Lord said to Joshua, "There 
shall not any man be able to stand before thee," so 
He promises that we shall get the victory over 
every sin against which we fight. (Josh. x. 25.) 

But re_member there is no victory for us unless 
,ve fight, even as there would have been no victory 
for Israel had they remained in their tents. .A.gain, 
. 

. 

it is fighting all the ,vay. J osh!Ja did �ot get 
possession of the land in one day, or by one· tre
n1endous battle. ' It ,vas seven years of continual 
fighting, �ity by city, and village by village. Some 
cities were taken quickly; others had to be be
sieged, like Jericho, for some days. ..At Gibeon 
they_ had to :fight for thirty-sLx hours without stop
ping. It was terrible effort, but oh, what a victory! 
And the _Lord stayed the setting of tho stm for n 
whole day to give them the needed light. . "\Vhat n 

I 
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glorious tin1e ! But they n1ust have been very 
tired. 

We must attack our sins as Joshua did the cities. 
Re believed in God as able and willing to help him, 
and so went forth against them ; and we shall never 
get the victory unless we fight as well as trust. 
Again, Joshua went on steadily, from city to city. 
Do read Joshua xi., and see ,vhat a stirring 
account it is-· ,vhat faith, what enemies, what 
co~rage, what obedience, what unwearied effort.~~ 

Oh, niay we learn to fight as Joshua did ! He 
was steadfastly purposed utterly to destroy his 
enemies. This is the spirit ,ve need ; we are prone 
-to play fast and loose with our sins, to treat them 
one day as ene1nics, and the next day to show them 
a little favour. We neeu to settle it in our hearts 

- * Some Christians think that we ought not to fight ; but 
the New Testament is most explicit upon this subject. Let 
us glance at a ew passages. Romans xiii. 12; Ephesians 
vi. 11-17, nml 1 Thessalonians v. 8, speak of armour. We 
should not nccu armour unless we had to fight. 1 Corinth
ians ix. 25-27 speaks of ·striving and keeping the body 
under. 2 Corinthians x. 3-5 speaks of weapons and pulling 
down of strongholds. Galatians v. 17 tells of the flesh nud 
the spirit lusting against each other. Timothy is com
manded to war a good warfare (1 Tim. i. 18), o.ud to "fight 
the good fight or faith." (Chap. vi. 12.) He is also 
exhorted to be a good soldier. (2 Tim. ii. 3-5.) Paul says 
that he had fought a good fight. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) In 
Hebrews xii. 4 we arc exhorted to strive against sin. In 
1 Peter ii. 11 we arc cntreafeu to abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war ngninst the soul'; and, in chap. iv. 1, to arm 
ourselves. 
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that they are real enemies, that they rob us of our 
joy and strength, injure us eternally, an<l injure 
others now also, and grieve the Lord. This will 
give us steadfastness of purpose in resisting them, 
and then we shall 111ake steady progress as Joshua 
did. 

In Joshua x. 22-25 we read about fl ve conquered 
kings, and Joshua said to the Israelites : " Come 
near, and put your feet upon the necks of these 
kings." Ah! this is what we need. But read the 
next verse : " Thus shall the Lord do to all your 
enemies against whom ye fight." 

Is not that enough, dear child of God 1 Yes, you 
shall be able to trample upon every sin against 
,vhich you fight. · The Lord has promised it, and 
He will do it, so if you will only fight, He w·in give 
you the victory. He has provided the armour and 
the weapons for you, and He Himself ,vill fight for 
you, ·and with you, even as He did for Israel. Oh, 
do not be discouraged because your sins are not 
conquered at once, but persevere, and victory will 
be yours! Remember Joshua, and his long marches, 
and many battles, and arm yourself with the same· 
mind. He did it to get an earthly portion ; and you 
do it that you may be a · name and a praise and a· 
joy to the Lord, and enjoy your heavenly portion 
while passing through this ,vorld, and receive nn 
exceeding great and eternal recompense hereafter. 

Joshua's pathway, as a whole, was one of con
tinual victory; but he was not perfect, and it may 
help and encourage us to notice his failures. Thero 
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are only two recorded. One in the matter of .Ai 
( chap. vii.), in which he trusted his own strength, 
and had to prove his own weakness; and the other 
in connection with the Gibeonites ( chap. ix.), in 
which he trusted his own wisdom, and asked not 
counsel of the Lord, and had to prove his own folly. 

But quickly indeed he humbled himself. There · 
,vas no going on in folly, no effort to justify hin1sel£ 
before God or man; but, hum.bled and ashamed, he 
thre,v himself upon the mercy of his God, and 
proved His readiness. to restore and bless. Oh, may 

- we learn to do the same when overtaken by any sin, 
and ·we also shall prove His rich forgiveness and 
sweet restoring grace 1 

As a rule, Joshua trusted the Lord for strength · 
and ·wisdom, and never, never did He fail him. 
Ho,vever mighty the enemies, the needed_ strength 
was given, and victory ,vas complet~; and however 
difficult his pathway, the right hand of the Lord 
just led him safely on, and put a new song of praise 
into his mouth. Truly his enemies were but bread 
for him, for their def once was departed from them. 

Dear child of God, shall this be your path,vay 1 
. Will you, like Joshua, f ollo,v the Lord fully, and 
look to Him to help you in everything you do 1 If 
so, you also may be strong anc.l of goocl courage, and 
need fear no evil ; for He ·wili be with you; He will 
strengthen you; yea, He ,vill help you; yea, He 
will uphold you ,vith the right hand of His right
eousness. (Isa. xli. I 0.) 
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THE TRAINING OF ·JOSHUA. 

I T is very interesting to note how the Lord 
prepares His servants for any special work, 

and to see ho,v naturally they reap the fruit of 
their o,vn obedience and faith. 

First. The first mention of Joshua is in Exod. 
xvii. 8-16. We there find him as the leader of . . ' .. 

the children of Israel in their - first battle. He 
went . forth willingly to the conflict, and discom
fited Amalek w·ith the edge of the sword. We 
shall never excel in the things of God, unless we 
seek to be good soldiers of. Jesus Christ. 

Second. The next time we hear of Joshua it is 
as Moses' servant. (Exod. xxiv. 13.) He ,vas 
humble, obedient, and loving; and though the 
leader of the hosts of Israel, he willingly too~ the 
place of a servant. Our Lord Jesus says, " Whoso
ever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister; and ,vhosoever will be chief among you, 
iet him be your servant," or slave. (Matt. xx. 26, 27.) 
Thus the path,vay to greatness in 'the kingdom of · 
heaven, is true humility and self-sacrificing service. 

Third. In Exod. xxxii. 17 we find that he must 
have gone up the mount ,vith . i.foscs; and waited 
there all alone for forty days, while Moses was in 
the cloud with God. What a picture of patient 
obedience and self-denying love ! Ho,v lonely he 

1 

must have been I How ,veary I and ho,v anxious I 
but there he ,vaited until Moses came down again. 
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We are not fit for special service unless we can go 
on patiently in self-denying and, may be, lonely, 
,veary service. . 
· Fourth. He chose to remain in the tabernacle 
alone with the Lord (Exod. xx.xiii. 11) ; he loved 
His presence, and deligl?-ted to be t~ere, rather tpan 
i~ the cn:mp with ~he· people. Personal communion 
~vith the Lord, is th~ real secret of spiritual strength. 

Fifth. In Num. xiii. and xiv. we read that he . . 

was faithful and true, and not carried away wit~ 
the stream. He had true faith in God, and knew 
He had po,~er to conquer all the giants of Canaan. 
We must learn to stand alone when our friends 
turn aside to worldliness or sin. 

Sixth. The Lord speaks of Joshua as " a man in 
whom is the Spirit" (Num._ xxvii. 18), and also as 
one who had wholly followed the Lord " ( chap. 
xxxii. 12); and in Deut. xxxiv. 9 we read that he 
was full of the spirit of wisdom. 

He ,vas thus equipped and thoroughly furni~hed 
to be the leader of the children of Israel; and if . 

. ~ve cultivate the s~me precious fruits of tho Spirit; 
the_ Lord ,yill_ most surely honour us eve~ as He 
honoured Joshua. 

"·Well done."-Th·e Lord always - says "well 
done" whenever we try to please Him. He accepts 
the effort, and praises it, although the thing itself 
n1ay be done very badly. · We do the san1e with 
children. We of ten praise so rue bad ,vriting, be
cause the child has done its best. 
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ISAIAH LII. 

WONDERFUL indeed will be the blessinrr of 
Israel when they heed these stirring wo:<ls, 

and awake ·and shake themselves from the dust, 
and return unto the· Lord their God ! Truly they 
will break forth into joy and sing together ; for the 
Lord ,vill go before thein, and the God of Israel 
,vill be their rere·ward, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of God . 
. But while· we look forward and long for that 
bless~d time, ,ve should also remember that the 
Holy Ghost quotes this chapter three times over,_ 
and applies it to the Churcb. (See Rom. x. 15; 
2 Cor. vi. 17; and Eph. Y. 14.) . 

Let us, therefore, seek to learn ,vhat our blessed 
God has to say to us in it. 

"Awake, awake; put on thy strength." ( v. I.) 
Surely the Lord Hhnself is our Strength, and ·we 
put Him on, by going near.to Him and leaning upon 
Him. But ,ve must bestir ourselves. We are 
prone to lie down and ,vait for the Lord to lift us 
up ; but His ·word is, "A wake ! a,vake ! " We are 
poor ,veak things, and cannot make ourselves 
strong; but our very wealmess· should help us to 
cling to Chr1st. Indeed, the Lord will not 1nake us 
strong, because He loves us with such an intense 
and tender love~ that He desires to have us always 
with Him ; and it is a pleasure to Him to be our 
Companion and Heiper in everything He bids us do. 
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He is Himself our Strength ; and instead of be .. 
moaning our ,veakness, we should draw out of His 
fulness, the strength, or faith, or love, or patience, 
or ,vhatever ,ve need; even as the branch · draws 
the sap out of the vine. 

These stirring words are said to a wilful child, to 
one who is agai~ entangled with the chains of sin. 
We sho_uld have said, "Go humble yourself, and 
weep and · bemoan your sins ; " but the Lord says, 
"Aw~_ake, awake . . . put on thy beautiful gar.:-

-· men ts." He remind•s us of. our standing in Christ, 
and seeks to rou~e us from the lethargy of unbelief. 
He would not have us grovel here belo,v. We aro 
His holy ones, set apart for Himself, and the dust 
is no place for us. He exhorts us to shake our
selves, and to arise and sit do,vn. True, we may be 
enchained by sin, or carried captive by the devil; 
but of old time He broke 9ur yoke asunder, and tho 
chaiJ?-S have no padlocks on them, and if we will but 
bestir ourselves, we shall be able to throw them off. 

But we m1,1st use the right ,veapons. The order 
of these two verses is very striking, and we often 
torture ourselves by reversing it. We must first 
"awake," then clothe ourselves ,vith Christ as our 
"righteousness and strength," then remember our 
high and holy calling, and then sit clo,vn in His 
presence. Y cs, sit do,vn before Hin1, ,vith the 
chains of pride, or selfishness, or ,vorld.lincss, still 
round our necks ; and as ,ve sho,v the chains to 
Him, and talk to Hin1 about them, they ,vill fall off 
from us, and ,vc shall be free indeed. 
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"Ye -liave· sold yourselves . for nought." (v. 3.) 
Ho,v sadly true ! How often have we sold our
selves to be the slave of some sin! and the harvest 
has been a heap of ashes. The devil persuades us 
that he will give us real treasure; but he is only a 
cheat, and we sell our pleasant and precious things 
for that which profiteth nothing. We sell the 
Lord's smile to please some friend, His approval for 
some human praise, His precepts for some earthly 
gain ; .and the result is an aching and dissatisfied 
heart. 
· But mark the cheering words, " Ye shall be re• 
deemed without money." Ah! yes. We ·are His, 
His purchased ones; and ,vhen we thus seIJ. our
selves for nought, He is ahvays at hand to def end 
and help; He sees that we hav~ been robbed and 
spoiled. The devil has begu~led and taken us in, 
and in pitying love He waits to deliver. But we 
must come ·with confession; ·we must own ,vhat 
fools ·we have been; we must cast do·wn the gilded 
baubles at His feet, for ,vhich we sold our treasures; 
we must realize that they are ,vorthless indeed ; o.ncl 
then, at once, He ,vill give us_ back the blessings 
and joys ,vhich ,ve had so foolishly sold. 

\r erses 4, 5, and 6 unfold the deep co1npnssio11s 
of the Lord's heart. He seems to lift the veil, an<l. 
leads us into His inner sanctuary, and allo,vs us to 
·listen to the tender yearnings of His heart over us, 
as He tells out the real pain it is to Him, to sco us 
oppressed by our sins. 

" i.lJ !I people/ " n1y o,vn, my choson ones. 
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" Went down into Egypt to sojou1·n there ; and the 
Assy1·ian oppressed them." Oh, ho·w often is it so! 
You did not mean to stay there long ; only a little 
,vhile. You had been told the danger of the border
land, but would not believe it; you thought a little 
disobedience or worldliness ,vould do you no harm; 
you did not mean· to ,vander far. But the devil 
caught you, and held you fast ; oppressed you, and 
made you ho,vl. y OU do not belong to him; he 
has no right to you; but you ventured upon his 
ground, and he caught you. It was all your o,vn 
fault; you ought to have known better, and you 
deserve to be blamed; but oh, the deep pity of the 
Lord! Instead of upbraiding, His compassions 
are stirred; He hears you howling in the wretched• 
ness of your soul, and exclaims: 

'' What have I_ here, saith the Lord, that my 
people is taken away /01· nought? They that rule 
over . them make them to howl, saith the Lord, and 
my name continually every day is blasphemed." 
Verily sold for nought; · for you are ho,vling, and 
His name is blasphemed. What a solemn picture ! 
And such is always the result of sin. Yes, indeed, 
of little sins ; we gain nothing by them, and ·tho 
Lord is pained, and His name blasphemed. 

' "There/ ore my people shall know my name." W o 
shall kno,v it by-and-by, but let us seok to know it 
now-His love, His gentleness, His compassion, His· 
tenderness ; the deep yearnings of His heart over 
us when He sees us tied with the chains of self-

' ,vill or ,vorldlincss. Ho,v grieved Ho is when Ilo 
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sees us carried captive by the devil, and how rea<ly 
He is to put forth His po,ver, and deliver us if we 
,vill but cry out to I-Iim. If ,ve only knew Him 
n.s 1-Ie reveals Hin1self in this chapter, ·what power 
it would give us, what steadfastness of heart and 

I 

purpose. r 

Verse 7: What a lovely description of our Lord! 
He comes leaping over the mountains of our un
belief and sin, and brings good tidings, and pub
lishes peace. " Good tidings of good," of grand and 
glorious salvation, of pardon purchased, of "peace, 
peace to him that is far off, and to hi1n that is near." 

Well 111ay we lift up our voice and sing together; 
for if we believe His glorious message, our sorro,v 
and sighing must flee a way, and songs of praise 
abound. Yea, even the ,vaste plac~s of our hearts 
,vill sing, because He is-ready and ,vaiting to make 
us f rui tf ul. 

Listen, believe, . and sing. We of ten listen, and 
doubt, and groan; but if ,ve listen and believe, we 
shall sing. He publishes salvation, and presents 
Hin1self to us as the mighty, gracious Saviour, 
ready to 1neet our every need, and grant our every 
,vish. If ,ve believe this ,ve cannot help singing. 

Verse 9 : " Ye waste places" - our conscious 
barrenness. What do ,ve wish to be 1 Breathe out 
the desire to Him. "Lord, I ,vant to be loving," 
and He will ,vork it in you. He will only work in 
us the special beauties ,vhich ,vc set our hearts upon. 
If ,ve do not set our hearts upon being 1neck or 
patient, those special fruits ,vill not be produced in 
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us. This truth is very important, and should lead 
us to gaze vory earnestly upon our precious Lord, as 
revealed in the Scriptures, so that we may discern 
His beauties, and long to be like Him. The process 
n1ay be painful, but what does that n1atter if tho 
result is, that the life of Jesus is manifested in our 
mortal body 1 

Verse 10 : " The Lord hath mad,e bare His holy 
arm." Yes, He is ready to put forth the exceeding 
greatness of His power to make us beautiful and 
glorious. .A workman only bares his arm ,vhen he 
· is going to put forth special effort. So our blessed 
God will put forth special power, that He may grant 
the special desires of our hearts, and prepare us to 
be the chosen coin panions and friends of Christ. 

Our eternal beauty nnd nearness to Christ, will 
depend upon our present likeness to Him. He has 
p, wonderful variety of places of honour, and glory, 
and fellO"wship, to bestow upon those who obey and 
serve Him. Different natures ,vill fit into the place 
inost fitted for each, and will keep it for ever. The 
joy of sornc ,vill be, to be nea1· Hin1; others will 
prefer son1e~hing more active; and others will find 
their chief joy in ministering blessing to others. 
Thero is· di vcrsity in all that God does, and though 
every redeemed soul ,vill rcse1nblc Christ, yet no 
two will be alike. 

Let us then bestir ourselves, and seek earnestly 
to gro,v up into tho likeness of Christ while hero 
below. The Lord ,vill most surely 1ncct us in the 
effort an<l. make hare ·His arm to help us, an<l thus 
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wo shall be prepared, and fitted, for special fellow
ship ,vith Him for ever. 

V orso 11 : " Depa1·t ye," &c. If we had 
written this chapter, ,ve shoulJ have commenced 
with this verse;· but the Lord first stimulates and 
strengthens us, and unfolds the yearnings of His 
heart over us, and then calls upon us to come out 
of all that He has severed from us as unclean. 

"Be, ye clean." Keep yourselves holy, pure. 
" Touch no unclean thing." Do not demean your
selves, but keep yourselves as a separated, peculiar 
people unto the Lord. · 

"That bear the vessels of the Lord." Surely 
those ,vho go forth to tell the good tidings, to take 
His messages of love · to others, should be clean. 
But more still. We are also the vessels of the 
Lord, and called to minister to Him, as well as for 
Him. Oh, let us seek to keep ourselves .so clean, 
that ,ve n1ay be vessels from ,vhich He will love to 
drink, anq. our hearts a table spread for Hin1 ! He 
may possibly use an unclean vessel in His servi~e, but 
,vould He drink out of it 1 Let us rememb~r our lugh 
and hearenly calling, and .seek to ,valk ,vorthy of it. 

Verse 12. " Ye shall not {JO out with haste," &c. 
There . is no hurried. flight; but a c~ln1, steady, 
n1ajestic walk, a ready obedience to everything 
which He comn1ands, and a fir111 refusal to do any
thing which He forbids. You take your place as a 

heavenly person, antl separate . yourself fro111 all 
,vorldly associations, amusen1ents, or dress, and· 
keep yourself for the Lord, anu tho LorJ. alone. 
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"Tlie Lord will go be/are you." He rejoices in your 
o bedienco, and goes before you as your Guide and
Protector. He n1ay let you suffer persecution, but
He will take care that no real harm comes to you.
You go forth leaning upon Him, and He Himself
is your rereward. He acts as a Father to you (2 Cor.
vi. 14-18), and watches over you to protect and
bless j and promises to reward you for every act of
o bee.Hence.

Verses 13-15. The transition in these verses is
very sudden, an� very precious. We are suddenly led 
to consider the sufferings of Christ. .And why 1 Surely, 
to stimulate us to be ready to su.ffei for His sake. (1 
Peter iv. 1-3.) He is also presented to us as God's 
Servant, that we may gaze upon Him as the perfect 
Servant, and follow in His steps, and yield ourselves to 
be His devoted and obedient servants. 

"I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SIN NO AIORE." 

THIS is tr:ue of every believer in Christ, as well ns of 
Israel in a coming day. (See Heb. x. 17.) 

Our sins are all atoned for, met, put away, and 
cancelled by the one great sacrifice of Christ. The 
atonement is complete; the justice of God is most 
thoroughly met ; and, therefore, as Judge, tho 
righteous Judge, He remembers our sins no n1ore. 

But thcro is o.nother truth which is often forgotten. 
God, our Father, will deal with us ns His chil<lren, and 
also as servants of tho Lord J csu� 
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Christ. "We must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ" (2 Cor. v. 10); and we shall then 
receive rewards, honours, and places of special 
nearness to Christ, in exact proportion to our obedi
ence ,vhile here belo,v. There will be no favour, 
no partiality, in the judgment ; but perfect, even 
distribution of praise and reward. 

We read in Romans xiv. 11, 12, that every one 
of us shall confess, and give account of himself 
to God. The righteousness of God ,vill be nuinl
fested in the different positions· in ,vhich ,ve shall 
be eternally placed. There ,vill be no complaining 
on our part; for our judgment then will perfectly 
agree ,vith His. No jealousy ; for our sense of 
justice will be so intense that we shall not ,vish it 
otherwise . 

.Again, 1 Cor. iii. 11-15, sho,vs that all our service 
must be manifested and tested by the fire of God's 
holiness. 

1 Cor. iv. 5 states that all the hidden things of 
darkness, and secret counsels of our hearts ,vill 'bo 
brought to light. 

2 Cor. v. 10 proves that ,vc are to receive tho 
things clone in the body, ,vhethcr they be good or 
batl. Thus, every hour ,ve live is of eternal value, 
and should be redeemed anq spent in pleasing and 
serving Christ. 

This truth is not palatable, and many of God's 
children boldly deny it ; but it is t-rue, for God has 
said it; and so our ,visdon1 is io believe it, and let 
it tell upon our hearts and consciences. 

II 
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THE LORD'S SONG. 

lsA.IA.ll liv. 1--6. 

I
S.AJAR liii. speaks of the sufferings of Christ;
and Isaiah .lv. is His invitation to all ,vho are 

weary and heavy laden to come to Him and receive 
the fruit of His sufferings. But Isaiah liv. is His

song of joy, which He sings to His redeemed and 
precious people. 

In a coming day He will sing this· song to Israel, 
and its promises will be literally fulfilled to them 
upon the earth. But now, while they are rejected, 
He sings it to His Church, and loves to see us 
listen to His voice, and drink in His cheering 
words. The precious promises also/ are beautiful 
earthly shado,vs of our glorious heavenly portion 
. 

H"
ln lm. 

Verse 1: "Sing, 0 barren." Yes, He calls upon 
us to enter into His joy and sing with Him. We 
are barren indeed, and quite incapable of bearing 
fruit of ourselves; but He bids us sing, because 
He has made provision for us, so that ,ve may be 
able to bring forth fruit unto God. He has borne 

our punishment and become our life; and thus wo

may dra ,v out of His fulness, and prove tho all

sufficiency, of His grace and po,vor.

Well may He say, "Brealc forth into singing;"

for as ,ve perceive our full and glorious resources

ho,v can ,ve help singing i He docs not say, "Bear

fruit first and then sing," but sing at once-sing,

, 
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barren as you arc, because " From me is thy fruit 
found." (Hosea xiv. 8.) 

Verse 2 : " Enlarge the place of thy tent." You 
have a tent, dear child of God; a resting-place for · 
your soul. Yes, you have found rest for yourself 
in Christ. But ,vhat kind of a te-nt is it~ Is it 
simply a refuge . from the storm; a hiding-place 
fro1n the wrath of God~ Is your tent a small one, 
with poor provision in it, so that you need to go 
outside it for pleasure and change~ 

Oh, enlarge, enlarge it 1 "stretch fm·th" its 
"curtains"; search out the fulness of Christ, the 
riches of His grace, the love of His heart ! The 
treasures are all in your tent, they are like curtains 
,vrappcd up, fold upon fold. Unfold the1n, spread 
out the curtains, exam~ne your treasures-riches 
of grace, love, power, goodness, mercy, patience, 
long-suffering, glory ; yea, all the fulness of Christ. 
Stretch them out, examine, enjoy then1; and surely 
you will say, "It is enough, enough; I can ask no 
more." 

"Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes." Your desires and intense longings
" lengthen " then1, " strengthen " them, and fix 
then1 on eternal things. You need not root out, or 
crush a single longing; you may transplant thmn 
all fro1n earth to heaven. Our blessed God has 
n1ade full provision for everyone of then1 in Christ, 
anJ. in the blessings ,v hich He has purchased 
for us. 

We need to lengthen our cords-to set oui; aff cc-
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tions upon things above and not upon tho things of 
earth (Col. iii. I, 2); to strengthen our longings, 
and fix them steadily upon the blessings which 
the Lord holds out, as the rewards for obedience. 
Earthly things are not good enough for us ; they 
can never satisfy. Our God has made us for Hini
seif, and ,ve require something infinjte and eternal 
to satisfy our longings. _ 

rt· is a good plan to search out the deep cravings 
of our hearts, to take them up one by one, and 
examine them thoroughly, and then turn to t11e 
Lord Jesus and His promises, and see what there is 
in Hin1, to meet them. Oh, the full provision He 
has made! 

For instance, Do you crave love 1 Then root 
your affections in His qeop, fond, intense, and 
tender love,· and truly you ,vill say, "I have 
enough, enough." Do. you desire praise 1 Seek so 
to walk that He may praise you ; and tho praise 
,vill be eternal, and increase and increase, until all 
in heaven ,vil1 praise you. So with love of know·
lcdge, po,ver, approbation, greatness, riches, useful
ness, &c. &c. ,Vhatever the longings are, thoro is 
full scope for them in tho things of God, and a full 
satisfying portion to repay us, if wo will but scok 
our all in Him. 

Verse 3 : Thou shall break fortlz," &c.. &c.. You 
increase and prosper on ovory sido. Your heart is 
satisfied, your mnbitions gratified, and you hnvo 
the joy of sprea<l.ing blessings round you. 

Verse 4 : "Fea1· not i for lltou, sl2alt not be 
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ashanied . • • • not be put to sha1ne." Oh, this is 
wonderful ! Yes j in heaven ,ve shall look back on 
our past lives, and even our very sins ,vill unfold 
to us the riches of Christ's love and grace-His 
individual, patient, tender love. You look back to 
the cross and see ho,v He loved the Church; but 
,vhen you trace His patient gentleness with you, 
you14selj~ you exclaiin, " He loved me ; even n1e ! " 
Oh, we should be losers indeed, if in heaven ,ve 
forgot our sins. It is here, that we test and prove 
His love ; but in heaven we shall revel in it, and 
specially enjoy what we have learned of it here. 

" Thou shalt for get the shame." Not the sins, 
but the shame. "For your shame ye shall have 
double". (Isaiah lxi. 7)-double joy. Y ~s, each 
sin that we are really ashamed of now, will be 
conquered as well as confessed ; and thus ·will 
becon1e a cro,vn of glory to us, and to Christ, in 
tho coming day. 

For instance, you do not think much of it, if 
a great arn1y takes a little city, or if a giant con
quers a d,varf; but if a weak man n1eets a foe so 
strong that he is knockecl down a hundred times, 
and yet up he gets, and goes at hin1 again and again, 
and at last conquers, what do you think of him~ 

So ,vith us, ,vhen a sin is so strong that it over
comes us again and again ; 3:nd yet ,ve struggle on 
against it, and cry to the Lord for help, until nt 
last it is con1plotely conquered-oh, surely this 
brings glory and honour to the Lord, and secures a 
rich reward for us ! 
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"What courage this should give! "What stead
fastness of purpose! and then the joy of kno,ving 
that our blessed Lord is close at hand, rejoicing 
over us ,vhcn we conquer, and sorry for us ,vhen 
we fall, and ready at all times to give the help wo 
need. 

" Widowhood." This seems to represent the time 
when we are out of communion with Christ-cut 
off by unbelief or sin from personal fellowship with 
Him, and therefore unable to bring forth fruit, and 
an easy prey to our sins. 

Verse 5: "Thy .biaker is thy Husband," not thy 
Creator, but thy Maker. To create is to make out 
of nothing; to make is to form something out of 
materials within your reach. The Lord Jesus takes 
us up as we are-filthy, vile, corrupt; and He says, 
"I will make thee, make thee all that I desire; I 
will mould and perfect thee, and make thee fit to 
be my companion, my friend, my delight and joy 
for ever and ever." Oh, what rest of soul this 
gives! 

" The Lord of hosts is His name," the warrior 
God. .All might, and strength, and wisdom are 
His. He does whatsoever He plcas·es, and He is 
forming us for Himself ; He loves us tenderly, so 
,vc need not fear His hand; it will be very gentle. 
He bas all po,ver, and He will perfect us-all 
,visdom, and knows exactly ·what will satisfy His 

heart. 
If you aro not pleased with anything that you 

make yourself, it proves that you aro deficient in 
r -

I 

-
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power, or skill, or wisdom. You were not able to 
make it as you wished, or did not know your own 
mind. .Ah ! the Lord Jesus will make us exactly 
what He wants us to be, and He will be perfectly 
satisfied with us, and will delight and glory in us 
for ever and ever. 

" Th1J Redeemer the Holy One of Israel." As 
our Redeemer He understands, and perfectly satis
fies the holiness of God. Ho,v lovely I Tho 
blessed Lord, ,vho is all-sufficient, all-powerful, 
all-loving, undertakes to mould, and form, and 
perfect us for Himself. 

Verses 6-8 : "A wife of youth, when thou wast 

refused." .A young ,vife often thinks that she is 
going to have everything her own way, and when 
she finds it otherwise, and is refused anything, sho 
is prone to think her husband unkind. She fin us 
things she did not· expect, and discovers she must 
either quarrel or submit. 

The Lord.Jesus is very loving, very faithful, and 
very firm ; and of ten refuses to give us something 
which we have set our herll'ts upon, because Ho 
kno,vs it would do us harm. At such times wo aro 
prone to bo grieved, and think ourselves forsaken. 
W o misread His dealings, and think He hns hidden 
His face from us, and forgot the sweet and ,vondrous 
promises of verses 9-17. 

But 1nark the tenderness of His heart, tho rich 
consolations He gives, the tender ,vords He speaks. 
Far from upbrai_ding us, as ,ve ,voll descrvo, or 
complaining of ou1· little fnith, Ho condescends to 
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s,vear that He will nover be wroth ,vith us, assures 
us, that all our afflictions shall work together to 
beautify and onrich us, and promises that nothing 
shall·by any means harm us. 

Oh for hearts to believe His love, and profit by 
all His training ! 

A RESTING-PLACE FOR CHRIST. 

OANT. iii. 7-10. 

THESE verses describe one ,vho sought to keep her 
heart as a resting-place, or triumphant palanquin, 
for Christ. 

She is most earnest that tho Lord should be able 
to rest in His love, and joy over her "rith singing; 
and therefore ,vatches lest any thought or feeling 
should come in which ,voukl disturb His rest. 
There is intense "'atchfulness, · not for her own 
profit, or to preserve her own ease and comiort ; 
but that His rest may bo unbroken, His joy over 
her. unhindered, and that she may be nn a biding 
delight to Hi1n. This does not depond upon intel
lectuality or ability of any kind, but upon lowly 
subjection of heart. Thero must be tho1·ough 
obedience and surrender to Him in everything : 
tho ,vord of God carried out in our whole life; tho 
heart braced up ; and nil our energies, affections, 
nnd po,vers united to seek to make our hearts a 
resting-place for Him. .And oh, how rich the gain, 
to look up in His fnce nnd kno"r thnt }Io is 
delighting in us I 
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CONSECRATION. 
Exon. xxix. ; LEv. viii. 

CONSECRATION! What a blessed and gloriouE 
truth! But ho-w shall we reach it~ and how 

shall we maintain it~ Some Christians say one 
thing, and some another ; so let us turn to our 
heavenly mirror, and see if it will dispel the mists, 
and make the pathway clear and plain. 

The consecration of the sons of .Aaron is 
assuredly the shadow ; so let us follow the details, 
and may the Holy Spirit teach us the secret of 

I 

entire consecration and sanctification . 
.Aaron's sons ,vere .first brought to the door of 

the tabernacle. (Exod. xxix. 4.) So our first step 
is to come to the Lord Jesus-the door-the only 
way of access to God. 

They ,vere then washed ,vith water (Lev. viii. 
6), surely typifying the precious blood of Christ. 
" Unto Him that loved us, and ,vashed us from our 
sins in His own blood." (Rev. i. 5.) 

They ,vere then clothed (Lev. viii. 13) ·with tho 
priestly garn1ents of glory and beauty (Excel. 
xxviii. 40)-the divine righteousness of Christ 
which is in1puted to us, so that we stand boforo 
God in His perfections. 

They then laid their hands upon tho head of n. 
bullock, ,vhich was offered up as a sin-offering to 
God. (Lev. viii. 14-17.) It was n bullock, and 
not · a lmub-presenting the Lord Jesus as tho 
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perfect Servant made sin for us. Dear child of 
God, have you thus laid your hand on Him 1 
Have you examined His perfect holy life~ .His 
obedience unto death~ Have you pondered over 
God's intense delight in Him, and then seen Him 
consumed by the fire of God's ,vrath for your sin 1 
If so, you will be filled with gratitude a~d love, 
and will intensely desire to give Him some return. 

Then fallowed the ram for the burnt-offering. , 
(vv. 18-21.) The ram presents the Lord Jesus as 
the Leader and Commander; and as your .burnt
o:ffering, He presents all His perf ectiori.s to God as a 
reason why you should be blessed. Have you thus 
apprehended Him 1 Do you look up and see Him 
as your Leader and Commanq.er, thus occupied _for 
you 1 If so, you will long to be His obedient 
and faithful servant, and yield. yourself entirely to 
do His will. 

The ram of consecration was then slain, and its 
blood put upon their right ears, thumbs, and toes; 
(vv. 22-24.) HO'w natural! You o,vn the Lord's 
claim upon you. You long to yield yourself 
entirely to Him ; and gladly present your right ear, 
thumb, and toe, yea, your whole body, to be set 
apart as His purchased possession. Your one cry 
is, "Lord, I am thine, ,vholly thine; and I ,vant 
to live entirely to thee." He accepts the sacrifice, 
and seals you for Hin1self. 

The blood · is then sprinkled upon the nl tar. 
Ho,v precious this is. He kno,vs our ,venkness ; 
and even ,vhile He accepts, and delights in ·our 
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,vholo-henrtcd snrrondor to Himself, Ho makes 
provision for our failure bJ sprinkling tho blood 
upon the altar. 

We then read that the fat, and the inwards, nnc.l 
the ru1np, and tl10 right shoulder of tho rain, were 
put upon their hands, and they waved them before 
tho Lord. Thus their hands were filled with 
sacrifices of a sweet savour to� ·God. (w. 25-28.) 
To consecrate, means to fill tho hands. (See margin.) 
Yes, this is the way to get our hearts full of 
sacrific�s for God. As ,ve apprehend the fulness of 
Jesus, our hearts well over with love, and praise, 

I 

and dey-oted service ; so that it becomes our very 
life to 1 i ve for Him. 

Then Moses, who is a type of Christ, feasts 
upon the breast. (v. 29.) Our precious Lord is 
refreshed by our devotedness, and His affections 
are gratified. 

They are then sprinkled with the anointing oil 
. and the blood (v. 30)-the fresh po,ver of tho 

Spirit, to strengthen and deepen the emotions ,vhic� 
have been produced in us. 

They were then commanded to eat the flesh 
of the ram, in the court of the tabernacle, to 
sanctify and to consecrate them. (Lev. viii. 31-35, 
Exodus L""{ix. 31-33.) Oh, there is such a secret 
here ! We must feed upon Christ, as the Ono 
who has pu1·chnsed us for Himself; we must enter 
into, and enjoy His fulness, and ponder over our 
indebtedness to Him. This ,vill sanctify, yea, 
separate us unto Himself; nnd this ,vill consecrato 
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or fill our hands, so that "re shall al ways have 
something fresh to offer ; and find His service and 
·worship a delight. · · 

If ,vc neglect to feed, ,ve shall grow weak 
and faint, and our hearts ,vill be einpty. Conscience 
may upbraid, and remind us of our vo,vs; but 
what can poor empty hearts present 1 We must 
have our hearts continually filled by the Lord 
Himself, or we shall soon find we have nothing to 
offer. But if we feed, and feed continuously in 
His holy presence, our strength ,vill be renewed, 
and our hearts overflowing; and thus we shall 
know the joy of abiding consecration and separation 
unto Himself. 

THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 
ZECHARIAH iv. 

A T first sight ~his ~is a very pu~zling type ; but 
. ..ti if we exannne 1t carefully, 1t .becomes very . 
siJnple. 

The candlestick throughout scripture is a symbol 
of light. 

We first read of it in Exodus xxv. That candle
stick is a typo of Christ and tho Church. It 
,vas nrn,do of a talent of pure gold, ,vhich ,vas 
beaten out into a seven-branched candlestick, each 
branch holding a lan1p, ,vhich required t~ be · 
trim1ned and supplied ,vith fresh oil every clay. 

Thus we spring out of Christ. We are the fruit 
of His sufferings, and are partakers of the divino 
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naturo, and should be the light of the world. 1\...s 
the fulness of Christ, and the power of the divine 
life is poured into us, the very light of God shines 
out of us. We shine out in His likeness, showing 
forth His praises; and all His varied beauties and 
glories should be se.en in us. . 

In Rev. i. ,ve read of seven candlesticks, and 
the Lord Jesus walking in t)le midst of them. 
Each several candlestick, or lamp, is both a symbol 
of a church and of an individual believer. Each 
church, and each believer, are under the special care 
of the Lord Jesus, and are individually cared for 
and trimmed by Hiin. 

Zechariah iv. has at least a threefold symbolic 
teaching. The first and most evident is its literal 
teaching to Israel at that time. They had been 
brought back. from captivity, and had begun to 
build the temple_; but their obedience and courage 
failed, and they gave up the work. So the Lord 
raised up Zechariah and Haggai, and used them 
as His anointed ones, to encourage and strengthen 
them; and thus the temple was finished. This is 
the literal and surface 1neaning of this chapter; 
but if we dig deeper, ,ve shall find richer treasures. 

The second teaching is prophetical, and mentioned 
in Rev. xi. 3, when the Lord will raise up two 
anointed ones, to be His appointed channels of 
blessing to tho earth, during the reign of Anticlu:ist. 

The third· teaching is for ourselves. 
But notice, Zechariah has to be awakened beforo 

he. can sec this vision. (v. 1.) How. true of us 1 
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We are so dull, that ,ve need to have our eyes 
opened, and our spiritual s~nscs quickoned, before 
,ve can discern the deep things of God. 

A.gain, the vision is not explained to hin1 until 
he describes it accurately. He describes it im
perfectly in verses 3 and l}, and there.fore gets no 
ans,ver to his question-" What are these, my 
lord ~" He calls the branches trees, and neglects 
to mention the two pipes ,vhich convoy the golden 
oil out of the b~anches into the bowl; he corrects 
himself ~ in verse 12, and the meaning is then ex
plained to him. This is very ilnportant . . We can 
only learn God's teaching in His symbols, by ex
amining then1 very carefully and very minutely. 

Verse 2 · speaks of a golden candlestick ,vith a 

bowl upon the top of it, and seven lan1ps thereon, 
and seven pipes to the seven la1nps. Thus each 
lamp could draw· its o,vn supply of oil direct from· 
the bowl. In the tabernacle, the la111ps ,vere 
supplied with oil once or t,vice a day; but this 
candlestick had a bo,v 1 full of oil, so that each 
lamp could draw down as much oil _as it could 
burn. Ho,v preciously true of us ! We may 
dra vr continually fresh oil f ron1 Christ. 

It ,vas "golden oil" (v. 12)-the perfections and 
di vine riches of Christ, the richest things Ho has 
to give; His love, His po,ver, His fulness to flo,v 

in to our souls. 
W c read of the oil of joy for 1nourning (Isa. 

Ixi. 3), oil to n1ake our faces ~~inc (Ps. civ. 15), of 
oil for the lan1ps. (Exod. xxvu. 20, 21.) W c also 
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find the priests (Exod. xxix. 21), the cleansed leper 
(Lev. xiv. 15-18), and the infant of Ezek. xvi. were 
anointed with oil; and the good Samaritan used oil 
for the poor wounded man. (Luke x. 34.) 

Yes, there is oil to heal our wounds ( the wounded 
man), a full provision to flow into our souls and 
supply all our. need-oil to nourish us, and make 
our bones fat; oil to give us po,ver over sin (tho 
leper), and power to minister to and serve the Lord 
( the priest) ; oil to make us_ glad, and make our 
light burn brightly, and cause our faces to shine 
,vith the brightness of His glory. May we learn 
to dra,v down an abundant supply. 

The trees, or rather branches (vv. 3, 11, 12), 
evidently typify the Lord Jesus-the Branch 
(chap. iii. 8, vi. 12; Isa. iv. 2, xi. 1; Jer. xxiii. 
5, xx.xiii. 15), the fruitful bough by a well, whose 
branches ran over the wall. (Gen. xlix. 22.) Ho 
dwelt in the bosom of the Father, the deep, sweet 
,veil of love, and the love so filled and overflowed 
His heart that it brought Hin1 down to this ,vorld 
of !3in, that He might feast, and satisfy us, with His 
rich and precious fruits. 

The Lord Jesus is anointed as Priest and King; 
therefore the two branches, or t,vo anointed ones 
(v. 14), probably represent Hin1 in His bvofold 
_ministry of Priest and King. "Yet have I set 

· · my king upon my holy hill of Zion." (Ps. ii. 6.) 
" Thou art a priest· for ever after the ordor of 
Melchizedek." (Ps. ex. 4.) 

The golden pipes seem to shadow forth the Holy 
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Ghost, because He is the channel of communication 
between Christ and our souls. 

Well may we think of the love of the Spirit, His 
patience in dwelling in our hearts�such hearts
and never leaving us in spite of all our worldliness, 
rebellion, and sin.· What grace! What humility! 
Suroly it is amazing ! His faithfulness also, His 
gentleness and love. 

Oh, how much we o,ve the Spirit of God ! Ho,v 
we have grieved and resisted Him! How often, 
as· the grieved dove, has He been obliged to fold 
His ,vings, and wait until ,ve ,vere weary of our 
folly, before He could induce us to return to Christ! 
How often have ,ve caused Him to groan·within us, 
instead of looking to Him for continual supplies .of 
oil! Who, ·who can tell what it costs Him to 
abide witliin us 1 How ,vondrously He bears with, 
and even dovetails Himself in�o our special charac

teristics, that He may help us to serve the Lord! 
How He meets and satisfies every feeble yearning 
after Christ! How patiently He bears ,vith our 
stupidity, and gives us line upon line, Jine upon 
line, precept-upon· precept, precept upon precept! 
·And yet He never speaks of Himself, but pours in
of the fulness of Christ, and seeks to draw out our
affections and dovotedness to Him.

The bowl ( v. 2) represents the ,vord . of God. 
People tallc of being taught and led by the Spirit, 
independently of the W orcl; but tho Holy Ghost 
ahvays ministers to us through the ·vv ord, or 1n 
accordance ,vith it. 



THE GOLDEN CANDLEsrrcK. 121 

. But we need the fresh po,ver of the. Spirit;_ ,ve 
need Him as the pipe to convey the fresh flowing 
oil into our �ouls, to take of the word of Go� and 
make it a living word to us; to enable us so to hear 
the voice of Jesus in it, that it may be as if He 
breathed the very words fresh from His own heart 
of love into our ears. His precep� . also, His 
desires, His precious. pron1ises, all flowing do,vn; 
to revive and·quicken us in His ,vays. 

The oil is not forced out. The olive branches 
empty the golden oil out of themselves into the 
bowl; just the fresh outflo,v of love, and grace, and 
counsel, and· po,ver, frqm our precious Lord. The 
b,.owl-. the Word-is always full of everything·we 
need, and we may always have a full· supply. We 
may draw as 1nuch as ,ve can use. We_ may go on 
receiving and receiving, for we can never exhaust 
the riches which He has provided for us. 

Often, alas! .we get but a scant supply; but the 
fault is in ourselves. The pipe, dear child of Go�; 
,vhich-leads direct to your soul or mine, is easily . 
clogged. A very little thing ,vill clo it, and· then 
our lamps must burn dimly. A little carelessness, or 
independence, or prid·e, or ,vorldliness ,vill eff ec
tually clog the golden pipe. The bowl is full full - ' 

of sweet, loving, po,verful words from Christ; but 
, unless the pipe be kept clear, the oil cannot flo,v 

down. We are not dependent upon each other for 
this fresh supply of oil; for each of us have our o,v� 
separate pipe-t�e personal ind ,veiling of the Holy ·
Ghost-to fill us with the very fulness of God.

I 
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Verse 6: "Not by might nor by power." Not by 
power of will, nor strength of character, nor anything 
we have in ourselves; it must be by Hisj3pirit. ,v e are slow to learn this, and are prone to try and 
get some resources of our own, instead of con- -
tinually drawing from the fulness of Christ. 

Verse 7 : " W7w art thou, 0 great mountain ? " 
Whatever the mountains may be, we need not fear. 
Our great Zerub~abel is all-sufficient; He can turn 
them all into plains. Mountains of self-will, or 
unbelief, or pride, it matters· not; only let us bring -
them to Him ; He will subdue them, and the end 
,vill b~, not groanings, but shoutings of "Grace, grace 
unto it." 

Verse .9. This verse will be true of every ~bing 
and person the Lord takes in hand, whether indi
vidual souls, or the Church as a whole, or Israel in 
the millennium, or the nations of the earth. His 
hands will perfect everything He touches, and all 
His works shall praise Him. 
· Verse i 0. Blessed be His name 1 He does not 
despise the day of small things. No, indeed ; He 
look~ onvvards to the end, and makes much of the 
begjnuings. May we learn to do the same. 

The seven -eyes of the Lord, which run to and 
fro through the earth, rejoice as they see the plum
met in the hands of our Zerubbabel. Yes, our God 
looks on with delight and joy as He sees Him work
ing; He trusts His perfect ,visdom, love, and po,vor; 
and kno,vs the result ,vill be the perfection of glory 
un.d beauty. 
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"MY SERVANT." 

ISAIAII lii. 13. 

THE Lord Jesus humbled Himself. He came down 
to the lowest depths. He was truly God, and equal 
with God; but, instead of grasping the glory, honour, 
and dignity that belonged to Him as God, He laid 
it all aside, and took the place of a servant. (Phil. 
ii. 5-8.) And why ~ 

There was something sweeter, better, richer, tha~ 
He wanted-something so precious and satisfying 

- to Him, that for three and thirty years He gave 
up all His rightful glory as God that He might 
obtain it. What was it~ His Fath!3r's fond, in
tense approval ; and our adoring, grateful, clinging 
love. 

How different to us ! He gave up untold honour 
and glory ; and we often most eagerly grasp any 
honour which we think is our due; any position in 
life, or earthly glory which ~s rightly ours. But 
oh, there is somethi~g s,veeter, better, richer, than 
all the · glory or honour within our reach. Let us 
tread in the steps of Jesus. Let us lay aside our 
present fancied rights for the bettm~ thing-even 
His fond approval, His loving smile. Let us lay 
ourselves out for the blessing of others, and the 
eternal consciousness of having helped their souls, 
,vill repay us a thousand-fold, for anything it may 
have cost us here. . 
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" Behold my Servant.'' (Isa. xiii. 1. )-Behold 
Him, and worship Him j behold Him, and delight 
in His perfect work ; behold Him, and copy Him. 

There never was a servant so obedient, depen
dent, self-renou�cing, and true; never one ,vho 
endured such self-denial and restraint. When He 
trod this earth He was stUl the perfection of 
wisdom, yet never spoke His own words ; the per
fection of strength, and yet never took one step 
alone. Ho,v foolish then for us, who ar� the per-
f ectioil of weakness · and folly, to speak our own 
words, or try to ,valk alone ! Let us seek to r;,o_py 
Him, . Gon's PERFECT SERVANT. 

" Why art thou cast down ? ., (Ps. · xlii 5. )
Depression is of the: devil, and is the fruit of un
belief. It springs from distrusting the love, or power, 
or wisclom, of our blessed God. It never leads to 
action, but weakens our hands, and seems to take 
all the strength out of us. Instead of yielding to 
it, ,ve should .. ))estir ourselves, and t1·eat it as sin, 
and seek to get the· victory over it. '\V.hatever our
�rouble may be, Ho has a cup of rich consolation nil
r�o.dy for us, one which will exactly meet tho vory
thing thnt troubles us; and it grieves His hcnrt
,v hen we refuse _to drink it. 
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1 Free-will off erings ........... Our blessed God greatly 
�elights in our free-will offerings. He loves to see
us bring Him our little· gifts; and He treasures
then1 up, and n1akes 1nuch of then1. His righteous 
claims have all been 1net by Christ j and He has 
nm.de us so wonderfully free, that He accepts every
thing we do to please Rini as a free-will offering.
Thus we may continually bring Him new gift
offerings; not just no,v and then, but constantly, 
all day long. Little acts of self-denial, kindness, 
endurance, meekness, &c. &c., all may go up to 
Him as gifts ; and thus we may· keep on giving, 
. . g1v1ng, g1v111g. 

What a joyous, pleasant life! No servile work 
ind•eed., ·but glad and· willing service, because we 
know that He takes pleasure in it. Oh, yes! Our 
cry is then, " What may I· do 1 " instead of, "llfu,st 
I do it1" • 

The Sabbath. (Isa. lvi. 2-6.)-Wo break the 
Sa.bbath,_ ,vhenever we add anything of our own to 
Christ's finished ,vork j and wo pollute tho Sabbath, 
whenever we do our own_ ways, or find our own 
pleasure, or spea}{ our own words; in fact, when� 
ever ,ve give the least liberty to our old mo.n. 

Distance from Christ.-!£ we keep at n distnnco 
from Christ, we shall lose all tho s,veetnoss of His 
love, ru:id rich· sustonru:i.ce of His grace ; and though 
,vo may got food enough to sustain life, wo sho.11 bo 
devoid of spiritual energy nncl vigour. 
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" Who is blind as my Servant ? " (Isa. xlii. 19, 
20.)-This was indeed true ~f the· Lord Jesus. 
He took the place of subjection, and steadily acted 
as though He neither saw, nor heard, those things 
which His Father had not commanded Him to deal 
,vith. We need ~o learp this lesson, and, like Him, 
to be deaf and blind. Deaf, as the Lord's servants, 
and blind, as His messengers. Especially should 
we seek to be blind to any unkindness or slight 
that may be sho·wn us ; any effort to put us do"1n, 
or push us aside. We should not notice such things, 
but go on unhindered in our ,vork for the Lord. 
Again, when fully occupied in the service which 
the Lord has given us to do, we should· avoid being 
drawn off into other service, ,vhich, though right 
in itself, ,vould cumber us ,vith too much serving. 
The devil often lays· this snare for us, and makes 

· us think ,ve ought to try to put every thing to 
rights, or enter into every kind of service. 

"Take away the dross from the silver." (Prov. 
xxv. 4.)-Trial is like fire, and brings the dross or 
evil in us to the surface. We ought to skim it off 
quickly, judge it, and put it a,vay. S0111etimes ,ve 
excuse it, or think there is no hann in it; and 
that is like stirring it in again, and then the Lord 
is obliged to send more fire. 

Faith simply believes God, and echoes ,vhat He 
says ; and the fight of faith is trying to see things 
as Goel secs them, and to judge of then1 us He does. 
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"He instructed him." (Deut. xxxii. 10.)-The 
Lord ahvays makes our circumstances a little too 
difficult for us. His object is twofold. First, 
that we may feel our weakness, and be constrained 
to seek help from Him. Second, that our self
conceit and self-sufficiency may be kept down; and 
though othe_rs may say, "Well done," we· may be
conscious of failure, and thus be sheltered from 
pride. 

Sins of ignorance. - Many people think that 
sins of �gnorance are not sin; but the word of God 
distinctly says, "If a soul sin, and commit any of 
these things which are forbidden to be done by the 
commandments of the Lord; though he wist it not, 
yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity." .Again, 
If he touch any unclean thing, although it be 
hidden from him ; " he also shall be unclean, and 
guilty." (Lev. v. 2, 17.) Well may ,ve exclain1, 
"If thou, Lord, shouldest n1ark iniquities, 0 Lord, 
who shall stand 1" But, blessed be His name, there 
is forgiveness with Him; and the precious blood 
of Christ cleanseth us from all sin. But little, 
little do we know how much we owe to that 
precious blood ! 

Ps. ix. 10.-" They that know Thy name will 
put their trust in thee." We trust Him as much 
as· we know Him ; we lovo Him as much ns wo 
know Him; ,ve oboy Him as much as we know 
Him. 
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Ps. cxlv. 10.-Our blessed Lord guides the stars 
in their courses, and sustains every atom of the 
universe by His 'power ; and yet His mind is so 
infinite, and His ,visdom and skill so amazing, that 
it pleases Hin1 to make a new and separate design 
for every fresh blade of grass, and for every leaf 
that grows. 

But think of His love, of His infinite love. If, 
in the infinitude of His ,visdom and skill, He can 
give so much thought to the flower of the field, 
which to-day is, and to-morro,v is -cast into the 
oven ; how much more shall He �re for, ,vatch 
over, and bless His loved and precious saints 1 Ah, 
yes, He loves each one ,vith a fond, an individual_ 
love. He is caring for, and occupied with each 
on�, as if He had no other to care for. Iµs eye, 
His ear, His heart, dear child of God, are continu
ally attent to you, to minister to you, to bless and 
succour you. He is always at leisure ; never pre
occupied ; and His love never wearies, or changes, 
01· cools. Believe in this love, enjoy it in its 

· i.p.tensity and fondness, and your heart will bo
satisfied indeed, and truly you ,vill bless His
na1ne.
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