
What is a Laodicean ? 
REVELATION 3 : 14-22 

IT is very important for us to understand what is the state of 
things in the church ; and when I say "church" I mean the 
whole house of God, not the real thing, the body of Christ, 
but that which will be spued out of the Lord's mouth when 
He comes. It is very important for us who are on the verge of 
this, if not quite in it, to understand what will produce it. We 
may say : Thank God, we know we are of the true thing ; but 
still it is a great thing for us to see what produces and conduces 
to this state of things that Christ will thus spue out of His 
mouth, so that we may not in any way be helping it on our-
selves. 

In the beginning of Revelation 2 I find the church has lost 
her first love, and in the end of chapter 3, He will do without 
her as a witness. In Laodicea the vessel of testimony is spued 
out of His mouth. And the terrible thing is that as soon as 
He thus rejects it, there is another power ready t' pick it 
up—a power that rises and says, This just suits me ! The 
church unfit for Christ is fit for the beast. As soon as Christ 
has done with the church, the beast will arise and say, I will 
carry it, as we get it in chapter 17. 

Now this is a terrible thing—a very serious thing, if we 
lay it to heart, to see how it is produced ; and I think none of 
us can escape censure on the point, though we may escape 
judgment. For it is evident that Laodicea springs out of 
Philadelphia ; it is evident that the state of the last of the 
churches is consequent upon the preceding one. 

What then is a Laodicean ? 
There are four phases of the church of God which run down 

to the end ; these are Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Lao-
dicea. Thyatira being Romanism ; Sardis, the reformed re-
ligion ; Philadelphia, the last revival—a most brilliant unfold-
ing of the truth that had been lost ; and after this Laodicea, 
Latitudinarianism. I will explain first what a Laodicean is, 
and seek to apply it to our consciences afterwards. 



A Laodicean, then, is one who has got Philadelphian light 
and has not got Philadelphian power. You see, a Laodicean 
is not in system ; he is neither in Romanism nor in Pro-
testantism, and you must be in either of these two to be in 
system. I trust this will come home very closely to every one 
of us. It is a very important thing to get light, and light 
does lead out of system ; but light is not everything. A 
Laodicean is one who has got light, but who has not that 
which the light should produce. Hence the Lord appears to 
Laodicea, saying, "These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God." 

People often say, What is the harm in this or in that ? 
But that is not the way to put it. The question, whether it 
be a bit of furniture or a bit of dress, is whether it suits Christ 
or whether it suits men ? Is it meeting man in his natural 
tastes, or is it meeting Christ in the counsels of God ? 

If you receive the light that comes out of Philadelphia, and 
do not at the same time refuse the human element, you are 
actually preparing for Laodicea. It is a fearful thing in the 
sight of God to have light and not to walk according to it. In 
all the great theological works you will not find the new 
creation taught ; and yet the authors were true godly men. 
Why then was not the church spued out of Christ's mouth 
long ago ? Because they had no light. Now, when we have 
light, if it prove ineffectual to produce Christ, we are nauseous 
to Him. All through Scripture we find instances to prove 
what I am saying. Who was it helped the children of Israel 
into idolatry ? No one less than Aaron, the brother of Moses. 
Was there a want of light there ? No • he had plenty of light, 
but he wanted to please the people. He was the one who was 
to carry out the words that Moses gave him from God, and 
this very man, whilst Moses was gone up the mountain to 
God, says : Give me your gold, and I will make a calf for you. 

People talk of light, and are boastful of it, but with the 
knowledge of that light, I say, take care that you keep out 
the human element. If you are ministering to man in any way, 
no matter how—be it in your house, your furniture, your 
dress, anything—you are just paving the way for Laodicea, 
you are helping it on, for you have got light and are not walking 
in the practical power of it. It is a point that must be settled 



practically. Can you say people are more for Christ now than 
they used to be ? I know that years ago saints used to be far 
more for Christ with less light than they are now. 

I turn to another case, in the fifteenth of Samuel. In this 
chapter king Saul is sent to destroy Amalek. There is no 
mistake about what he is to do ; he is not in the least ignorant ; 
yet he keeps what suits himself, while he destroys the vile and 
refuse. He' could not say he was not able to walk up to the 
light ; but he spared the best, that which ministered most to 
man, what most pleased himself. 

Again, in 2 Kings 5, Gehazi is sent to communicate the 
truth to Naaman. Gehazi has the truth ; but when the pro-
phet will not take anything from Naaman, he will. This is the 
principle. " Went not my heart with thee," says the prophet, 

when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? 
Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and 
olive-yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men-
servants, and maid-servants ? " All to suit himself. Then he 
adds : "The leprosy, therefore, of Naaman shall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow." That is a Laodicean. He 
had light, but he considered for himself ; he had not self-
control enough, not self-mortification enough, to keep himself 
from coveting things that belonged to Naaman. 

I turn now to the New Testament, to Matthew 16, and the 
Lord says to Peter : "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven." The greatest light is shown to Peter ; 
nothing could have been more wonderful than the Father 
giving such a revelation to him : it was light of the highest 
order. He had given this light about the church. And, would 
you believe it, that this very man, in this very same chapter, 
foreshadows what a Laodicean is ! He has light about the 
church, but he will not have the cross. The same Person who 
is going to build this wonderful structure—the church—is the 
One who will set aside man in His cross. Oh, says Peter, I do 
not like that ! Then, says the Lord, you are Satan. 

This is exactly the principle of the thing, and this is where 
we have to judge ourselves. The light is here, and the 
question is whether I am bringing out that upon earth which 



will shine out in the New Jerusalem. When you leave Christ 
out of Christianity, it is Laodicean and sinks into Babylon ; 
when you leave Christ out of Christianity, Christ does not 
want the church. 

I would warn you to see to it, that the more light you have, 
the more you exclude the human element. People have gone 
on for eighteen hundred years with but little light ; and 
till the light came the Lord, as it were, says, I tolerate it all. 
But now all is changed. We can no more speak of ignorance : 
the light has been given us. If the light increase, be careful to 
see that that light produces Christ in you practically. 

And now, having shown you what a Laodicean is, I will 
show you the remedy for it—how the Lord can keep you from 
being one, and how He can deliver you if you now are one. 
He says, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me." It is not any particular 
truth He brings in ; He brings in Himself. He says : I will 
make you know Me in the intimacies of daily life ; I will come 
and sup with you, and then you shall learn what it is to sup 
with Me. I will throw Myself into all your circumstances, 
and then you will come into Mine. 

We get the practical illustration of it in the eleventh and 
twelfth chapters of John. First, the Lord walks beside Mary 
to the grave of Lazarus, and weeps with her there. And then 
she says, anointing Him for His burial : This world, with all 
its beauty, is nothing to me I He is gone out of it, and I have 
buried it all with Him in His grave. 

The day we live in is a critical one. I am sure it ought to be 
a solemn thought that we are a corrupting instead of a sancti-
fying people, when we propound light without promoting 
and manifesting Christ, the new creation. The apostle tells 
us in Timothy that unless we have conscience about what we 
believe, we shall make shipwreck. May we take the subject 
to heart for His name's sake ! 
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