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FULL OF GLORY. 

ROMANS 3 : 9-31 ; 4 : 20-25 ; 5 : 1 - 1 1 . 

^i 

^ O W , what I desire to bring before you is, 
first, the existing condition of things on 
this earth ; next, how God is going en
tirely to remove it, and in its place 

to fill the whole earth with His glory ; and then 
(and this is really the great point I have before 
me) to show that that very thing with which God 
is going to fill the wide world with, is that 
which is already administered in the Gospel to-day 
in order that our hearts may be filled with i t : so 
that there should be, now, an answer to God —that 
is, an answer to God's glory in those who believe 
the Gospel. 

I take it, dear friends, that the reason—I may 
venture to say, the only reason—why we are left 
in this world is, that we may be here to set forth 
in some way or other the glory of God. It is 
what I believe to be the great end and aim at 
the present moment of the Gospel, that is, to 
produce on this earth—where sin, death, and the 
power of Satan are,—what is morally according to 
God. 

1 think, dear friends, that we can see it is a 
triumph for God wherever that is produced: 
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namely, that just where all the evil is, there God 
shall have witnesses for Himself, of His righteous
ness and of His power ; and in some kind of way 
an expression of His moral nature. 

Now, with regard to the existing state of things, 
I believe the 3rd chapter of Romans tells us what 
it is. " T h e r e is none righteous, no, not one: 
there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after Ood. They are all gone out 
of the way, they are altogether become unprofit
able ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre ; with their, 
tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of asps 
is under their lips : whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness: their feet are swift to shed blood: 
destruction and misery are in their ways, and the 
way of peace have they not known : there is no 
fear of God before their eyes." I say, dear 
friends, that is what the world is filled with to-day; 
that is the existing condition of things under the 
eye of God ; that is what man is as at a distance 
from God. And when we come to look at what is 
called Christendom—that is, that part of the world 
that has been affected by the light of God in the 
Way of profession—we find that there is perhaps 
more destruction and misery in their ways than 
anywhere else. We see vast armaments;, people 
armed to the teeth ; nations involved in great 
expense in order to maintain great armaments and 
navies, with all kinds of inventions to destroy life 



5 

in the most rapid way possible: and all this 
brought to a condition of perfection just where 
professing Christianity is. Now think what that 
is to the Creator—to God, as He looks down from 
Heaven, and takes account of this earth which 
belongs to Him, and where He has put man to 
represent Him upon it. Think what it is to God, 
to look down and see a world of corruption and 
violence, a world of lawlessness, a world where 
death is. Can God rest in the presence of such 
a'condition of things as that? He cannot rest ; 
He will not rest, until the whole of it is removed, 
and every trace of sin shall be done away, and 
He will fill the whole world with His glory. 

We have a very remarkable and beautiful pas
sage in Numbers xiv., when Moses went in to 
plead with God, after the people had despised the 
promised land. God had said, " Let Me alone 
that I may destroy them in a moment" ; and 
Moses pleaded with God, and argued that the 
Egyptians would hear of it, and that would be to 
His dishonour. In reply to that (for this plea was 
very grateful to God), He said, "As truly as I 
live, the whole earth shall be filled with my glory." 
Now, that is a magnificent utterance. Though 
given ages ago, it has never been fulfilled yet ; 
but it will be, as surely as that sparks fly upwards. 
What do you think God's glory is? Well, I un
derstand it to be that which is morally true of 
Himself. He is going to bring to pass a world of 
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blessing, where every bit of it will testify what 
He Himself is. Let us look for a moment at the 
72nd Psalm—" Give the king Thy judgments, 0 
God, and Thy righteousness unto the king's son," 
etc. I cannot now read it all; but just look at 
what we have at the end, from the 17th verse: 
" His name shall endure for ever : His name shall 
be continued as long as the sun, and men shall be 
blessed in Him : all nations shall call Him blessed. 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be His 
glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth 
be filled with His glory. Amen and amen." We 
get in this beautiful Psalm the detail, if we may 
say so, of the Scripture already quoted—"As truly 
as I live, saith the Lord, the whole earth shall be 
filled with My glory." And we learn, dear friends, 
through whom it is all going to be brought to pass 
—through the King's Son. He is the One to whom 
judgment is committed ; and He will bring to pass 
universally, for the first time on this benighted 
earth, what is morally suitable to God. 

But what is God doing now? What bearing 
has all this we have been speaking of on the present 
moment? That brings me to dwell more particu
larly on the portion of Scripture which we have 
read. There are two points brought out in these 
two chapters of Romans, both of which are con
nected with the glory of God, with which He is 
going to fill the wide earth, but which are pre-
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sented in the way of testimony to-day, in order 
that our hearts may be filled with God's glory, 
and that we may now come under its influence, 
and be ourselves in result an expression amongst 
men of what is true of God in this regard. The 
3rd chapter speaks of God's righteousness, with 
which He will fill the whole earth. That is the 
first point. You will see in the 72nd Psalm that 
it begins with it—" Give the King Thy judgments, 
0 God, and Thy righteousness unto the king's 
son," etc. The 4th chapter brings us to another 
point, namely, the idea of God's power. Now God 
is going to fill the whole earth with His righteous
ness and His power ; and these things are presented 
to us to-day in the testimony concerning God's Son 
—that is, in the Gospel—in order that we may be 
affected by both of them, and that we should be
come witnesses, as I have said, of God's right
eousness and God's power. 

Now I want to try and bring that out, if I can, 
with the Lord's help : for it is of the utmost im
portance. We will begin with God's righteous
ness, and enquire what is to be understood by 
the expression. I am going to tell you what I 
believe it means: namely, the right of God to 
show mercy—a right which at once lets us into the 
secret of what the heart of God is. If we knew 
nothing else of God than this, we should have to 
say that He must be a blessed God ! I was not 
long since noticing something that a dear brother 
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(who is no longer with us, and whose ministry 
we greatly value), had said—" When man claims; 

his rights, he says, ' Pay me what thou owest' ; but 
when God claims His rights, He says, ' I wish to 
show mercy to you.' " 1 think that is a very fine 
contrast, as showing the difference between God 
and man. 

Speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostle 
says : " But now the righteousness of Qod without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets ; even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 
all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
for all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of Qod ; being justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus : whom God 
hath set forth to 'be a mercy-seat through faith io 
His blood," etc. You will notice that 1 have 
changed the word " propitiation" to " mercy-seat," 
for such is the right rendering of the word. Now, 
let us have a little word about the Mercy-seat. 
When God gave the order and details of the Taber
nacle, the first article of furniture spoken of was 
the Ark, and the lid of the Ark formed the throne 
which was called the Mercy-seat. But the Ark 
was concealed ; it was hidden away behind cur
tains, and I don't suppose anybody then knewi 
what it meant ; it was carried about by the Israel
ites in their journeyings from place to place ; and 
it was called the Ark of Testimony. The testimony 
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that God |was going to .provide for Himself a throne 
in connection with which He would bring to pass a 
"world of blessing, was at that time hidden ; but it 
meant that God would take His place on a throne, 
in a coming age, from which He would administer 
justice and judgment, peace and blessing, and all 
according to Himself, and bring these things to 
pass on this present earth. The testimony is not 
hidden now, but is declared in the Gospel; only 
instead of it being an Ark of wood, covered over 
with gold, with a golden lid, and with the cherubim 
of glory overshadowing it, the Ark and Mercy-
seat is seen to be a Man—God's blessed Son.' 
That is what it says here, speaking of Jesus Christ, 
and the redemption that He has wrought, " whom 
Ood hath set forth a mercy-seat through faith in 
His blood." 

Now a word about Redemption. There is only 
one person who has a right to redeem, and that 
is the person to whom the inheritance belongs. 
Some here to-night may have mortgages on their 
property. Now, the only person who has the right 
to relieve this encumbrance is the person who 
owns the property. Man is the creature of God, 
and we all belong to Him as His creatures ; but 
a terrible encumbrance is lying upon man. And 
what is that? It is the encumbrance of sin and 
death. And when God proposed to take up His 
right of redemption, what He did was to lift the 
encumbrance. He sent Mis dear Son into this 
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world in order to effect this work. He became a 
man—a perfect man—and as such not under any 
encumbrance ; a holy Man, different in that respect 
to any other man that ever was ; a Man who was 
out of Heaven, as Scripture says. And that blessed 
One was able, and willing, to take up the encum* 
brance of death and discharge it. Our liability 
has been met ; and God, the Creator, has thus 
found a way of lifting the encumbrance that was 
lying upon His own inheritance, and to bring in 
the redemption of poor human beings, and take 
us out of the hand of the enemy, so that He might 
have us for Himself. That was set forth in the 
day of the Passover ; the redemption work, on the 
ground of which God could bring to pass the sal
vation of His people, their deliverance out of 
Egypt, and bring them into the land, for the 
carrying out of His purpose to fill the earth with 
His glory through His people Israel. And this He 
will yet effect. But this redemption, dear friends, 
is for us to-day ; and the testimony as to Christ is 
" whom God hath set forth a mercy-seat, through 
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness."• 
He claims His right to do what He pleases with 
poor, miserable, sinful man. And in receiving the 
testimony we acknowledge the rights of God. 
That is, if the testimony concerning God's right
eousness has reached our souls, the moral effect 
which that produces is that we submit ourselves 
to God's righteousness ; We acknowledge His rights. 
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I remember another expression uttered by the 
same faithful servant of God I was alluding to a 
little while ago. He said, " Righteousness on the 
part of God is the expression of God's rights ; 
righteousness on our part is the acknowledgment 
of His rights." So that you have got two very 
simple thoughts—namely, the expression of God's 
rights, on the one hand, and the acknowledgment 
of His rights, on the other. It may be said that 
this is very elementary. That is so ; but my con
viction is that a vast number of God's dear people 
greatly want what is elementary. Where we break 
down very often is not in being unable to tell 
where such-and-such a verse of Scripture is to be 
found, but in not answering to God's rights 
in respect ©f our lives: whether our home life, 
our business life, or any other sphere of life. 

Now, I believe we are left in this world that 
we may be an expression, in the midst of all the 
evil, of the rights of God. The world does not 
acknowledge that man is as described in the 3rd 
chapter of Romans ; and men do not acknowledge 
the rights of God. The only people who can ac
knowledge His rights are those to whom the tes
timony of those rights has come; and it has 
come through the blessed Lord Jesus, the Man 
whom God hath set ftorth as the Mercy-seat, through 
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness. 
And such rights as they are ! Rights of Mercy ! 
It is no question of legal obligation, or anything 
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of that sor t ; but a question of people whose 
hearts have been won, and who delight to recog
nize the claim of God over them in every possible 
detail. That is the first point in Christianity; 
the first practical effect of the Gospel having 
reached the soul is that one recognizes what has 
been set forth in the Lord Jesus Christ ; one re
cognizes the claim of God in respect at any rate 
of oneself. 

Now the next point is that of the power of 
God. This is set forth in His victory over death, 
There is no power that man is more familiar with, 
or more terrified of, than death ; and. no man can 
deal with it. The man of physical strength, the 
man of great mental power, the scientific man, 
all have to succumb. It is the greatest power 
known to men ; but we Christians know a greater 
power than that—namely, the power of God in 
resurrection. I know there is power enough with 
God to raise the dead, and that He has done it. 
I can see that man can deal death and destruction, 
and that he can destroy his fellow-man ; but he 
cannot raise him up again. But when we turn to 
God, we believe in One who has raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead. I know one Man out of 
death, and I know that God has raised Him from 
it. Morally, I understand that to mean that there 
is power enough in God to lift me, a poor human 
being, still in the body, and still subject to death 
in that regard ; to lift me morally above death: 
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so that instead of being in bondage to death, 1 
am delivered from the whole power of it, and con
nected with another order of things in the resur
rection world—an entirely new order of things— 
and that I may live in relation to that order of 
things now. 

And now, what is God effecting for Himself 
during this interval? I have no doubt that where 
there is a poor saint of God, who has in some 
feeble way a sense of God's righteousness and 
power in this sin-stricken scene, that person is to 
the glory of God in this world ; that what is 
morally true of the blessed God is set forth in 
that individual. It is not that we are boasting in 
ourselves ; far from it. It is not our righteous
ness, or our power. It is God's righteousness. 
And what is the effect for us ? Peace with God, 
dear friends, through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
a great thing to find ourselves brought into a 
sphere where peace prevails ; instead of being in 
the sphere where man's will prevails, with all its 
frightful confusion. It is a very blessed bit of the 
world to come. It is what the 72nd Psalm speaks 
of—abundance of peace, so long as the moon en
dures. That is what our hearts are filled with 
now; at least they ought to be. Being justified 
with God, we have peace ; and we are privileged 
to live in this atmosphere from day to day. Then 
"we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand" (that is another great item), " and 
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rejoice in hope of the glory of God." This is the 
very thing that Qod is going to fill the world 
with by-and-bye. These are the blessed moral 
elements of the World to come—peace with God, 
access into a place of favour, rejoicing in hope of 
God's glory,—and all brought to pass now. And 
by what power? Why, in the power of God the 
Holy Ghost. There are tribulations to be found 
in relation to the path now, in the actual present 
circumstances in which we are. It must be so, 
because we are in a contrary world ; but God's 
dear people actually boast in them: not because 
they are pleasing, but because they yieki the good, 
peaceable, and blessed fruits of righteousness. That 
is to say, God is using these things in order to 
bring out beautiful moral features. Tribulation 
worketh patience ; and patience, experience; and 
experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed: 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts. What a wonderful people we would be if 
only we answered to all these great moral features 
of the Gospel. The reason of the poor answer is 
that the Gospel is so poorly known. 

Then, the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us. 
That is not in the Old Testament, because the love 
was not then revealed ; but now it is made known 
by a Divine Person competent to do it—the Holy 
Ghost—just as another Divine Person, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, came to reveal that love. 
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Here, then, is a moral picture of what Christ
ianity is, in its simple elements. We greatly need 
to be established in these foundation principles, 
in order that we may come out in this world of 
lawlessness and of death (where we have been so 
unprofitable to God), in practical righteousness: 
as we are affected by the good news of God's 
righteousness, " through faith in His blood," and 
as morally superior to the whole domain of death. 


