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T H E SEA OF GALILEE, AND T H E FEEDING 
OF T H E MULTITUDE 

(John vi. 1-35, 52-57, and 60-71.) 

ONE beautiful thing that marks this Gospel is, that we 
so often find an incident that happened in the life 
of our Lord upon earth, and then we are not left 

to guess its spiritual meaning. He tells us what that 
incident has to say to us—its moral relation to us; how 
those things that pertained to Him in that wonderful 
pathway amongst men have an eternal relation to our 
souls. The Lord Jesus Christ came down to this world 
to be the perfect manifestation of God to men, and to 
win poor, weary souls to trust Him, and to do so, He 
brings those blessed things of God down to our appre
hension. If He were amongst us now, He would not be
wilder us with some great wrords; we could understand 
Him; He would talk to us of the common-place things 
of our lives; He would speak to our souls by the food 
we eat, by the water we drink, by the incidents of the 
way, so that no one, for lack of apprehension, could fail 
to understand what He was teaching. He appeals to the 
need in man's heart, and so His appeal is unto all. 

In the fourth chapter of this Gospel He sits beside 
Jacob's well, and from there He speaks of living water, 
which, if a man drink, it " will be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." And so, again and 
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again, we find all the way through, the Lord Jesus Christ 
is associated in His very circumstances with the need 
that moved His heart; His divine compassion went out to 
the souls of men. 

This chapter begins with telling us that the Lord Jesus 
"went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.,, 

Is there any special interest to us, just to know the geo
graphical position of the Lord Jesus Christ, when He 
spoke these words? Why, do you think, God notes a 
point like that—just where He was when He spoke these 
words? He was at the sea of Galilee, which is the sea 
of Tiberias. What can that have to say to us? What 
relation have we to the sea of Tiberias ? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is about to show Himself as 
the reliever of man's need; He is about to stand out in 
the face of an appalling need that turned back the hearts 
of the disciples; and He is present there in His grace to 
meet all the need. He has compassion, and His heart 
moves His hand. 

"The sea of Galilee" — can we remember anything 
about that? Where did our Lord Jesus Christ start out 
upon His mission of love ? We read in the early part of 
Matthew's Gospel (iv. 12-16) He began to minister in 
Galilee; He started in the north of that land; in the 
place of least repute—a place that had no dignity about 
it; not in the temple, but in "Galilee of the Gentiles." 
He had come in grace as the Shepherd of Israel, accord
ing to His own words, to seek "the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." 

Our Lord Jesus, in the first putting of His hand to 
this marvelous work, had come down to " set at liberty 
them that were bound, to give recovery of sight to the 
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blind, to heal the broken-hearted, and preach the gospel 
to the poor." He had come with His credentials in His 
hands; to reveal God to man, and bring man back to 
God. The curse of a broken law was upon Israel's head. 
The law which God gave them had been broken; the 
prophets who came to lay their sins upon their con
sciences had been stoned; and if they had done all this, 
then where must His Son commence? He must com
mence outside the limits of the land, as they knew it—in 
what they called " Galilee of the Gentiles." The term 
"Galilee" itself is significant. It is the same word in its 
root, I am told, as the word Gilgal, a word which signi
fies something that goes around — a wheel or circuit. 
God had waited in patient grace; He had sent those 
people to school; for 4000 years He had been testing 
and proving man in them. He gave them a law, and be
fore they received it from the hands of the Law-giver, they 
danced around the golden calf; the sons of Aaron offered 
strange fire before the Lord; He sent them prophets, 
and they stoned them; He gave them kings, and those 
kings led them into idolatry; and now, so to speak, God 
drains the treasury of heaven for them. He says, I 
will exhaust all that I have, to see if man's heart can be 
reached by anything; I have yet one Son; I will send 
Him; it may be they will reverence My Son. How 
humanly He speaks! He knew they would not receive 
Him, but that the cross of shame would be given His 
beloved Son. In order that man shall not say that any
thing has not been tried, God gave His best to reach 
man's hard heart; and they said, "This is the heir, 
come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall be ours." 
Thus it is that our Lord starts from Galilee. The circuit 
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of His grace had rolled round. At last,—that God who 
preached the gospel in Eden, who declared He is a 
Saviour-God from the beginning, who preached the 
gospel before to Abraham saying, " In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed"—He steps out before 
this people to say, Here I am present in My grace to 
save you; will you receive it? That is what is meant 
by the Lord Jesus Christ starting in Galilee; the circuit 
of divine love has rolled around, and here is this plen
teous redemption for that erring people, if they were only 
ready to receive it. But were they? They were not! 
Where did they put the King when He came ? On a 
cross ! And, beloved, what does this tell? It tells what 
our Lord Jesus Christ announces as He goes to the cross, 
" now is the judgment of this world." What does that 
mean ? The trial is over. The last that God can do, is 
done. He has given all that love can give, and if anything 
can be got out of man, it must be first put into him. 

To illustrate what grace is:—It is told of one of the 
queens of England, that a person who one day had access 
to her court, was seen making up to her, having a dag
ger concealed on her person, and was arrested; upon 
this, she tore the mask from her face, and said, "You 
see, I am a woman and I came to assassinate the queen." 
The queen took a deep interest in this strange person, 
and as the woman had dropped at her feet, she asked 
her, "What judgment should I pronounce upon you for 
such a deed ?" The culprit looked up; hope came to 
her, and she said; " Do you ask me as the queen or as 
the judge?" " I am the queen," was the reply. "Then, 
pardon me in thy mercy" said the culprit. But the queen 
of England did not understand grace, did not know the 
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depth of its meaning, and so inquired: "If I pardon you, 
if I give you back your forfeited life, then what guaran
tee will I have that you will not again attempt my life." 
The woman replied, " Grace that hath conditions, grace 
that is fettered by precautions is no grace." The result 
was that the queen forgave her on the spot, and turned to 
her courtiers to say, " I have been taught such a lesson 
this day as I trust I shall not forget." 

"Grace that hath conditions is no grace." Those were 
memorable words. Grace takes no knowledge of after 
things in us, of nothing but our present need. It does not 
ask, "What will you promise for the future?" it does not 
notice your excuses for the past; it knows but one thing: 
you are lost and need salvation, and as such there is 
grace for you. If you can say, I have earned a title to 
the judgment of God, the Lord Jesus Christ says, I have 
earned a title to the salvation of God, and you can have 
it as a gift of grace on the spot. "Grace that is fettered 
by precautions, is no grace." Well, the queen of Eng
land forgave her; and what did the culprit do ? She 
loved the queen. She received back her forfeited life, 
and blessed the queen for it and remained her fast friend 
forever after. If such be grace, is it not worthy to be 
listened to ? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is at the sea of Galilee. We 
may expect much there, because He always chose these 
places suitable to the occasion. He is in the place which 
expresses grace as preached to a people who "sat in dark
ness, in the region of the shadow of death." If they 
were sitting in darkness, plainly they were not looking far 
on; they were not only in darkness, but hopeless there, 
except for His grace that sought them! 
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If any here have turned over new leaves, have tried to 
do better, and are no better; if any here have made 
promises they have never kept, and are losing hope, the 
grace of God can meet you there, as you are, and where 
you are, and save you. 

The "sea of Tiberias." How came it that in the land 
which God called His, a sea bears the name of a 
Roman emperor ? It betokened His were people in a state 
of slavery. First of all as we have seen they needed grace, 
because they were in hopeless darkness; secondly they 
needed liberty, because they were in bondage. 

And now further on it says, "And the passover, a 
feast of the Jews, was nigh." The passover feast above 
all others proclaimed the grace of God, and yet here it is 
called no longer the feast of Jehovah, but " a feast of the 
Jews." Why? The heart had gone out of it; it was 
now only an empty thing—their feast—God had lost His 
place in it. They used it to keep conscience quiet, as 
many do now with the externals of religion, and thus lull 
their souls to sleep, and keep the question of eternity in 
the distance. Instead of facing the question, How do I 
stand with this God against whom I have been a rebel? 
Are the sins I have committed forgiven? Are they 
covered by the blood of Christ, so that they will never 
come up in eternity ?—they go on hoping at the last to 
come out all right. 

The Lord looks down from where He sat with his 
disciples, up on a mountain,—a place of privilege. A 
mountain in Scripture is always that. In the Gospel of 
Matthew you will find seven mountains before our Lord's 
resurrection, and one after; in every place, He is with 
His people—a picture of the place which in grace they 
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occupy with Him. He is above the world, and they 
with Him too. But to show His grace to sinners, He 
leaves the mountain, and goes down to the plain, down 
where sinners are; there the grace of God meets them in 
their need. He came down to where the crowd was that 
needed Him. He turns to one of His followers, and 
says: Philip, whence shall we buy bread that these may 
eat? Do you think He wants Philip to be the saviour? 
No, He wants Philip to know his Saviour better. Christ 
can save without us; He needs no preaching in order to 
it; but, blessed be His name, He calls His Philips to 
His side yet and says, Look upon these souls who know 
Me not; He wants to move our hearts with the compas
sion that is in His and thus associate us with His inter
ests. 

Philip looked upon the crowd, and his heart failed him 
in view of it, as ours may often do as we see men clutch
ing a lie in their right hands, and going down to the pit. 

But the Lord Jesus has another disciple—Andrew; he 
does not look at the greatness of the crowd, but at the 
smallness of the supply. Andrew is the man that brings 
the lad to Jesus; he says, " Lord, there is a lad here 
which has five barley loaves and two small fishes, but 
what are they amongst so many." They were no good 
in the lad's hands, but of great good in the Master's 
hands. 

We may look at how little we may be able to tell the 
* gospel as it should be told; we may feel our weakness in 

preaching it, and our many failures in connection with it 
and thus lose heart, but the gospel is still the power of 
God unto salvation, and the Lord Himself it is that 
makes use of it, by whomsoever He will. Thank God 
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we know the Master's heart a little. The barley loaves 
were the poor man's food, and we know the gospel is for 
the poor—the poor in spirit. The greatness of the need 
should not appall us then, neither should the smallness 
of the supply. The Master says, " Make the men sit 
down." He gave the command; He knows the greatness 
of the need, and He ignores the smallness of the supply. 
He who made the worlds, cannot He save the creatures 
that His hand has made? Yes, He can, He does, but 
on one condition—that the men sit down. This is work 
that calls for down-right earnestness. Think of five 
thousand people standing up. All sorts of motives 
brought them there; there are all sorts of characters as 
well as sizes. Think of twelve men starting upon a mis
sion like this to get them all seated at their Master's 
command. There is a man that pays his way in the 
world, lives an upright life, does what is square between 
man and man, prides himself upon his integrity; are you 
going to get him to sit down beside that thief, on the same 
basis, to be fed on the same food and by the same hand ? 
Humbling business this is. If the power of God's Son 
is not with you, you will never do it. 

If salvation was given to people by giving or doing, 
all would be ready for this. But by doing nothing, by 
simply sitting down and being fed, how few are willing 
for this ! But God will not sell salvation ; He is too rich 
to sell it, and man is too poor to buy it. 

It is a wonderful thing to watch the workings of God's 
grace in man. Many a man who scorns God's message 
at first and will not have it because he prides himself in 
his character, by-and-by finds out his lost state and that 
this salvation is for the lost. As he is lost, it is for him. 
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" M a k e the men sit down." There is a man who 
stands six feet h igh; there is another who stands but five 
feet; how much difference there is when they are stand
ing u p ; but when they are sitting down, there is but 
little difference. And so it was, they " reclined upon the 
grass ; " the proud Pharisee, the publican, and harlot, all 
side by side, all humbled down to one level. Wondrous 
s ight! they are down where Christ is pledged to bless 
them now. Those twelve men have done their work 
well; the power of God was at the back of it. And now 
the Master takes the loaves; He breaks the bread, and 
passes to the disciples; they pass it down the ranks of 
that prostrate multitude, and every soul is filled. Blessed 
be God for what it all means ; a heart at rest, a con
science at peace, a soul that has found Christ ; for we 
read they did " all eat and were filled." Blessed sufficiency 
of divine grace! 

But how many, alas, reject God's grace; if so, is it all 
lost? will there be no recompense? The Master took the 
bread; H e broke i t ; H e passed it to the disciples; and 
then what ? H e said, " Gather up the fragments that 
remain, that nothing be lost." Do we sow the seed for 
Chris t ; do we seek souls from love to Him? Then, H e 
who said, " G a t h e r up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost," will not let one single act that was ever 
done from love to Him, be lost. H e will never let a 
single thing energized by His Spirit, and offered from a 
heart that loves H i m , b e lost, for H e says, "Ga the r up the 
fragments that remain, that nothing be lost." 

As illustrating this matter of sitting down I will give 
an incident. Some years since, I was walking upon a 
country road, when a man took me up in his convey-
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ance, and drove me along with him. He said he had 
been thirty-two years troubled about his sins; that when 
he first became so he was in partnership in business with 
a man who was a preacher, so he thought it was a lucky 
thing for him. When his partner came clown in the 
morning, he asked, What is wrong, anybody sick? He 
answered, I have been sick, soul sick, I cannot rest; all 
last night I was tossing on my bed thinking about my 
sins, how can I get rid of them? And what do you 
think he was told ? This poor troubled soul was told by 
this preacher of old school theology, It is no good to go 
on like this; if God is working with you, you will come 
out all right. And he quoted, " It is good that a man 
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord." So he waited, and waited, and waited; and he 
might have been waiting still as far as obtaining salva
tion in this way is concerned. There is not a verse in 
the Book for it, and it is but the enemy's delusion thus 
to pervert a passage from its use; for nowhere does it 
say, " Wait to be saved," but "now is the day of salva
tion." Then, later, he met another man, after years of 
waiting to come out all right. He said to him, on hear
ing of the past, You are clear off the track; you cannot 
get anything unless you work for it; and he set him to 
work; and the man went at it in good earnest saying 
to himself: If that is the way, I had better begin at 
once. But there is not a verse in the Book either that 
says, " Work to be saved." On the contrary, the Book 
reads thus: "To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5); And now, thirty-two years 
had passed and all that he had tried had but deepened 
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his anguish. At last one night, he went to a church, 
and feeling distressed in his soul, he thought he would 
get where no one would notice him, and so went up to 
the front of the church. Later on, in came some one 
a little early, and noticing a stranger up in the front 
alone, went to speak to him. When he had told him 
about his trouble, this man said, " I will tell you the 
best thing to do; get up and tell your experience, and 
you will feel a great deal better." Think of this,—to a 
man, anxious about his soul! What a delusion of the 
enemy! 

Let us look these things fairly in the face. These 
doctrines are everywhere; souls are told to wait; are 
told to work; they are told to tell their experiences, 
alas! instead of being told to rest their souls upon the 
grace of God. But at last my friend met a man who told 
him that the work that saves was done, and done for sin
ners, and thus he was brought at last by the grace of God 
to "sit down," so he took salvation and rejoiced in the 
blessedness of it. 

When our Lord Jesus fed that multitude, the people 
were astonished; they said, "This is of a truth that 
Prophet that should come into the world." He had 
brought God close to them ; had brought them face to 
face with God. They wanted at once to make Him king. 
They would pass Him from prophet to king; but He re
fused those honors; He went up to the mountain top 
alone, having sent His disciples away in the little boat to 
Capernaum, while He sent the multitudes away. This 
pictures His present place on high for His people, living 
for them at God's right hand. Blessed be His name, 
He knows all our pathway here; He knows all the test-
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ings and provings, and just what He means finally to ac
complish by all that we are going through, and soon—how 
soon we know not—He will come again. We are not 
out of His sight either, if betimes He is out of ours, 
and, most blessed thought, He may be here before the 
day break, to say, " I t is I, be not afraid." When first I 
learned this blessed truth of Christ's coming, one day in 
reading my Bible I came upon it and said, Is not that 
beautiful; this poor woman across the way has lost her 
husband, and I must go and share that verse with her as 
a child of God. I read her this: "The Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words" (i Thess. iv. 16-18). 

"There, Mrs. Ford," I said; "your husband will then 
be raised first; you and I will be changed, and we will 
all be caught up in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye." She put up her hands, saying, " Dear, me, I 
always thought that meant the day of judgment! " The 
Lord was coming, He who bought her with His precious 
blood was coming to take her to Himself, and Satan had 
perverted that precious truth into being to her the day of 
judgment! 

Here, after the disciples had been tested fully in their 
path of obedience to Him, it significantly says, " I t 
was now dark and Jesus was not come to them;" then at 
last they see Him coming upon the sea. They cried out 
for fear as He came from the mountain top to meet them; 
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they thought it was a spirit; but He said, " It is I, be 
not afraid;" and, welcoming Him to their company, they 
were at once at the land whither they went. 

If He should come to-night, could we look up into His 
face and say, " Lord Jesus, Thou who hast died to save 
me, welcome back, my precious Saviour ? " 

No one upon earth can fix the date; they that attempt 
to do it do so in the face of Scripture which says, " But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man" (Matt. xxiv. 36) ; 
but our Lord said, "What I say unto you, I say unto all, 
watch "; and this is His test for our hearts while He is 
away. 

He died upon the cross to save us; He lives up there in 
heaven to keep us; and He is coming, blessed be God, 
and may come at any moment. Are we ready now to go 
up to meet Him ? 

Such, then, is "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" to 
all who need Him; grace that first brought Him from 
the mountain top of glory down to meet us in our need 
as sinners; grace, then, that took Him up on high to 
ever live for us, to intercede on our behalf; and grace 
further that will once more bring Him back again to 
"receive us to Himself, that where He is, there we may 
be also." Blessed grace, so simply illustrated at "the 
sea of Tiberias "—may we learn it more deeply, and an
swer to it more fully in the little while that is left us " till 
He comes." 



ALONE WITH JESUS 

JOHN IX. 

A POOR man, blind from his birth, gets his eyes anointed 
by the Lord and is sent to wash at Siloam. He goes— 
he washes—he sees. 

The moment he sees, the neighbours are aroused. 
They speak of him as the one who " sat and begged," for 
he now sits and begs no longer. " Some said, He is like 
him." Such was the change wrought by getting his eyes 
opened, that they could scarcely recognise the same per
son. He, though more conscious than all else of this 
change, says, " I am he." 

But now they must know how all this has come about. 
It has created a stir among them, and for some cause or 
other, it has made them all feel uncomfortable. He is 
questioned, and, in a simple, artless manner, bears witness 
to what he knows: " A man that is called Jesus made 
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to 
the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went, and washed, 
and I received sight." 

Troubles now multiply. The case is referred to the 
Pharisees. Questioned by them, he has but one answer: 
" He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do 
see." These were the facts; it was the truth ; what else 
could he say ? 

Strange that simple truth, and truth, too, which ought 
to have made them all rejoice, should cause so much 
trouble. But so it did, and so it does, and so it will do 
to the end. The Pharisees divide, the Jews believe not, 
and so they all go to the parents of the man. Unbelief 
and self-righteousness will leave no stone unturned to 
prove the truth is not the truth. 

As to their son, the parents can testify, and they do so 
unhesitatingly: " This is our son, and he was born blind." 
Further than this, however, they refuse to commit them
selves, " He is of age, ask him." They deny knowing how, 
and by whom, their son had passed from darkness to 
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light. "They feared the Jews: for the Jevrffi nad agreed 
already that if any man did confess that he was Christ, 
he should be put out of the synagogue." 

No doubt they had at the first been more or less par
takers of their son's joy, lor joy such as his must have 
been, must have carried others along with it in a measure 
at least, but the root of the matter was not in them, and 
now that the offence connected with the name of their 
son's Benefactor comes out on all sides—now that it is a 
question of losing their place in the synagogue—they 
cannot stand, they flinch, they are "offended in him." 

Not so with their son. A seat in the synagogue had 
not given him eyes, the Pharisees had never sent him to 
Siloam, and though one of the Jews, he only " sat and 
begged." Now he was free, and it was Jesus who had 
set him free. Was he going to give up to them, though 
they come with such a pious saying as, " Give God the 
praise," to cover a blasphemy ? Nay, verily. He is in the 
light; Jesus has put him there, and he will be true to 
what he has, though it put him in the same place as He 
whom they have agreed to reject. Come what may, he 
must testify to what he knows to be true, " Whether he 
be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I see;" and again, " since the 
world began was it not heard that any man opened the 
eyes of one that was born blind." The beggar has actually 
turned into a preacher. 

Oh, the blessedness, and the moral grandeur, of being 
true to what we know ! 

And now for the cost: They revile him; he is a 
heretic because he has gone from Moses to Moses* Lord ; 
they close their ears to his unanswerable words, and 
finally "they cast him out." They have done all that 
they can do. 

Reader, do you know what all this means ? Have you 
been brought to the light? I do not mean the light 
simply as to the question of your salvation, but of any 
and every matter of truth—the church, the Holy Ghost, 
the coming again of the Lord, any part of God's revealed 
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will ? And have you been true to it ? Have you been 
true to every ray of light ivhich has reached your soul f 
Then I venture to say, you know what I am speaking 
about. You know what it is to have left behind father, 
mother, friends, religious connections, and religious 
position. You know what it is to be alone in this world. 
Once in your life you have been solitary indeed. You 
had not chosen it nor sought it, but there you found 
yourself. You had found blessing which your soul 
appreciated, but blessing is no company in itself. It 
meets the need, but it does not satisfy the heart. Mere 
need must have something; the heart must have some
body. 

Jesus finds the blessed man whom faithfulness had 
brought into this solitude, and He is going to take him 
out of it. " Believest thou on the Son of God ?" is the 
question He puts to him. The man is ready to step on, 
as is always any one who is true to the light he has, and 
accordingly he replies, " Who is he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him ?" " Thou hast both seen him and it is h« 
that talketh with thee." 

This is enough. The Sun that gave him light has now 
become the centre of the universe newly spread before 
his vision* What are father, mother, synagogue, and all 
the rest now ? He has found a gain which sinks all his 
losses into insignificance. He has found Him who, for 
all eternity, as well as for all time, is enough to satisfy 
his heart. He falls at His feet; He worships Him. 
Henceforth to serve Him and care for His interests will 
be the thing next only to Himself. To get the smile of 
His approval day by day in his conscience, and by-and-by 
from His own lips, is sweeter than life. He has found 
Him from whom every good thing radiates—the Lord 
Himself. He has not passed from one synagogue into 
another, perhaps more godly one, or with more correct 
doctrine; he has not " changed his views," nor found " a 
better religion;" no, he has lost all he had, and he has 
found all he wants, and ever will want—the Son of God, 
Christ Himself, Himself HIMSELF 
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Suppose there was none other with Christ when he 

thus met Him ? What of it ? Is not Christ all by Him-
helf enough ? Is there need of a great company with 
Him ? No ! my soul delights to repeat it, He, and He 
only, is seen by the man in such circumstances. 

Suppose he had found ten thousand already gathered to 
bhe Son of God when he met Him, He would have been 
at once with them, but gathered to Christ Himself, not to 
these ten thousand. 

Suppose ten thousand more were gathered after him. 
It would make him happy indeed for their sakes, and for 
bhe honour of Him whom he loves, but tens of thousands 
cannot add to the delight of his soul in Christ's company. 

Suppose trouble arise in the company. Suppose many 
be offended and leave. What of it ? To whom can he 
go ? There is no other. 

Depend upon it, dear reader, you cannot stand in the 
hour of the storm unless you have been "alone with 
Jesus," unless it is HIMSELF who fills your eye and your 
heart. If it is to the company which is about Him that 
vou have come, instead of Himself, you have something 
more to learn, something more to lose. You have yet 
found no centre for your heart, and you are yet but a 
wandering star. And be sure of this, that Satan will 
leave none untested who connect themselves with the 
name of Christ. 

But if such be the portion of him who has found in 
Christ his " all" already here, what will it be, oh ! what 
will it be up there ? where, nothing more to mar the glory 
of His face, we shall see how worthy He is for whom we 
have lost all through faithfulness to Him. 



IN THE PHAEISEE'S HOUSE 
A GOSPEL ADDRESS 

( L U K E vii, 36-50.) 

WHEN we first wake up to realize that we have not 
got any real solid peace as to the future,— I do not 
say hope, for I suppose everybody has something 

which he likes to call hope, if it is not very solid,—but 
when we wake up to find no solid ground for the future, 
we are still, if awake, yet in the darkness. We wake up 
ignorant how to secure what we are so anxious to secure; 
and therefore it is that we commonly miss, for a time at 
any rate, what we are seeking after, because we seek it 
in a wrong direction. We are very apt to impute it to God, 
and think God is dealing hardly with us, and that God is 
not willing to give it to us. We have got to wait upon 
God we think, until He is ready; whereas God is all the 
time waiting upon us. We have not to wait at all for God; 
but we are moving in one direction, and the thing we 
want to find is in another. Therefore the Gospel has to 
set this right; putting aside the thoughts and feelings of 
our own hearts to give us God's thoughts instead. What 
is meant by repentance? Every one naturally—not merely 
moralists, but the most ungodly, when he is aroused, thinks 
it means putting himself right, and thus takes a wrong 
direction—seeks exactly in an opposite way for the thing, 
he wants to find. Scripture has to come in and correct 
our thoughts, to turn us right round upon our path; and 
then the end we thought we had to go so far to reach is 
nigh at hand. 

We find our Lord here with a Pharisee. These Phar
isees were not all hypocrites, though we know there were 
many hypocrites among them, and the " leaven of the „ 



IN THE PHARISEE'S HOUSE. 9 

Pharisees" was indeed hypocrisy. It is inseparable,more 
or less, from such a position as they were taking, however 
many who meant to be honest might be taking it. Law-
keepers for righteousness cannot afford to be quite honest. 
It would spoil their stock in trade if they looked too nar
rowly at what their hands are manufacturing for God. It 
is inseparable from their business that they cannot afford 
to keep a scrupulous conscience; and here they bring in 
the thought of God's mercy, and hope that God will take 
their shoddy for good cloth. 

The Pharisees, in fact, included almost all the religious 
people of the day; and they are types of a large mass of 
the religious people of any day. We can find plenty of 
them all about us in Christendom now. A class of people 
who cannot speak of having attained salvation or got 
peace with God; but whose religious life is a busy in
dustry to provide themselves the wedding garment they 
must have to appear in before God. 

They are not irreligious, and not at rest. They are 
sinners in general, but not sinners in particular; not per
haps good enough for heaven, and not quite bad enough 
for hell; and so, if they do not believe in purgatory, 
puzzled where to place themselves; but certainly not with 
publicans and such like. Thus One who sits down with 
publicans they do not understand. The gospel He comes 
to announce passes right over their heads and never 
touches them; or if it touches, it only gives offense. 

John the Baptist had come in a totally different way, 
and in a way more striking, naturally. He had come as 
a man separating himself from all alike, and altogether. 
Preaching in the wilderness of Judea, never seen in their 
cities, never taking part in their religious ceremonies, 
although of a priestly family, with his strange unfashion-
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able garment of camel's hair, and his food of locusts and 
wild honey, he stood off from men, calling a whole nation 
to repentance and to flee from coming wrath. 

He did not suit the Pharisees either. The "way of 
righteousness " was not more to their taste than the way 
of grace. Opposite as he was in so many respects to the 
Lord, there was one point in which their testimony per
fectly coincided. Neither made any difference in favor 
of religious people. If the Lord received all, welcomed 
all, the Baptist stood off from all, condemned all. Neither 
took account of their meritorious striving for goodness. 
If they went after John they must go with the common 
crowd of sinners: if one invited the Lord into his house, a 
sinner would follow Him in even there, as if His presence 
were sufficient title. 

So they believed in neither. When called to mourning 
they would not weep, and when piped to they would not 
dance. God's righteousness was too severe; God's grace 
was too free and bountiful. Bent upon justifying them
selves before God, His righteousness condemned them as 
sinners, and as sinners His grace too alone would justify 
them. In either way Pharisaism could not exist. Both 
proclaimed them in a wrong path,— a path in which each 
step of apparent progress carried them but farther away 
from the end they sought. All their effort was to estab
lish a difference between themselves and others, while 
neither righteousness nor grace would make a difference 
at all. 

The strange thing is that we who try in vain to justify 
ourselves are called instead to justify God. For ourselves 
"it is God that justifieth," and God alone. But we justify 
Him when we take our places according to His estimate 
of what we are, who has pronounced upon us with a 
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plainness which we cannot (except wilfully) mistake, and 
an absoluteness which allows of no contention. "The 
Publicans justified God, being baptized with the baptism 
of John." They were all baptized in Jordan, the river of 
death, "confessing their sins,"—the sins of which death 
was the just due; and thus they proclaimed God's right
eousness against themselves. That was repentance; and 
there it was that God could proclaim their righteousness 
whose testimony was that they had none. 

The Pharisee here helps to illustrate these points. He 
asks the Lord into his house; and the Lord goes. You 
never find anybody seeking for Him whom He refuses 
or turns away. If He will not refuse to sit down with 
Publicans and sinners, he will not refuse a Pharisee's 
invitation either. And so let me say to anybody here: 
if there be a heart to welcome Him, fear not that He will 
not come because your measure of sin is not the due 
measure of it. The offer of the gospel is world-wide, and 
God knows perfectly how many and various are the states 
of soul addressed by it; but they are sinful states, all, 
with all their variety; and a Saviour of sinners is a Saviour 
for all. Quite true, that if He comes into Simon's house 
Simon's heart will not escape the testing of His presence, 
and it will be soon seen if the reception is real. If it is, 
His word will be submitted to, in proportion as He Him
self is known, and has authority with the soul. 

Thus all turns really upon what Christ is to us. Faith 
in Christ Himself:—and that means a welcome given to 
Him — is the beginning of everything to us. Christ is 
light. To welcome Him is to get the light into our souls. 
We cannot be in His company without finding out what 
we are, and learning the only terms upon which we can 
be with Him; but those terms are surely submitted to, 
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when we so learn them. All really turns upon this, what 
Christ Himself is to us. 

And this is what we find here. Only that the one who 
welcomed Him in the Pharisee's house was not the Phar
isee. Alas, no; the only one found to appreciate the 
Son of God from heaven was one marked out compar
atively as a sinner. " A woman in the city, that was a 
sinner, when she heard that Jesus sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
and stood at His feet behind him weeping, and began to 
wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment." 

What a wonderful attraction there was in Him for 
sinners! We may be sure that a Pharisee's house would 
be just the place of all places she would naturally have 
kept away from. But if He is there, the place changes 
its character directly. 

His presence even in a Pharisee's house could give 
boldness to the sinner to be there too. 

What a wonderful thing is grace, beloved friends' 
How it changes all our thoughts, all our relationships 
with regard to God, as we realize it! Where is the man 
who, after a long life of service to God, could say, as the 
fruit of that, " I go to God without any fear" ? It is just 
that very class who call it presumption for them to say 
that. And it is quite true, it is presumption for anybody 
on that ground. Who but must tremble to draw near to 
God ? But here is a poor sinner who does not tremble. 
Here is a sinner who gets boldness, by the very fact of 
His being there, to come in after Him, uninvited, even 
into a Pharisee's house! And, moreover, He has not 
said even a word to her yet, that we know of. She has 
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just discerned what is in Him for such as she is, and lays 
hold upon Him in her faith without a question. 

No syllable, as far as we know, had He ever yet 
addressed to her. Either she had seen Him, and heard 
for herself the gracious words that were so constant on 
His lips,— seen, perhaps, the deeds of love by which the 
words were evermore confirmed,— or perhaps she had 
only heard of Him through others. Words repeated, it 
may be, by unbelieving lips, or the story of what had 
been to the teller but a gaping wonder, may have sunk 
into her soul to be the seed there of eternal blessing. 
Any way, faith in her knew and apprehended Him; and 
in Him found its need met, found what made Him hers, 
and made her His eternally. 

And there she is now in the Pharisee's house, heedless 
of everything else in His presence. She feels no other 
eyes upon her. The presence of others neither daunts 
nor restrains her. There she is with her tears,— not all of 
sorrow,— to wash His feet; her hair (her woman's glory) 
abased — was it abased? — to wipe them; her box of 
precious ointment to anoint them with. All was (how 
much!) too little for Him. All her wealth could rise no 
higher than His feet; but He who had come so far to win 
man's heart to God, valued and acknowledged the gift of 
love, owned and justified the giver. " She loved much," 
from His own lips here, is the first word of this kind that 
meets us in the gospels. 

But the Pharisee does not understand it. " He spake 
within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, 
would have known who and what manner of woman this 
is that toucheth him; for she is a sinner." The Lord 
shows him that He is a prophet by reading his unspoken 
thought. "And Jesus, answering, said unto him, Simon, 
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I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, 
say on. There was a certain creditor which had two debt
ors; the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty." 

There was a difference in the amount of the debts: 
there was no difference in this respect, that they were 
both debtors. So says the apostle: "There is no differ
ence, for all have sinned,"—not all equally, he does not 
say that, but all have sinned. Who has not? Who is 
not God's debtor? Then mark what a personal interest 
this gives us in our Lord's next words. Simon, or one of 
us, might owe his fifty pence only; another his five hun
dred. But if the first made that difference his plea, what 
would it show but hardness ? 

"And when they had nothing to pay,"—there is another 
point in which there is no difference, and yet the greatest 
possible difference, if you look at it in another way. As 
to ability to pay, there is no difference at all. Not alone 
His holiness could not allow us to compound, but we on 
our part could not. All we can do is to draw drafts upon 
the future,— a bank where we have no credit, and where 
not one of our drafts is honored. We can promise: that 
indeed is easy; but which of our performances ever did 
anything else but increase the debt? And if it did not, 
for which of them, even as a single item, could we presume 
we had made God our creditor? 

If we will take God's word for it, simple enough it is, 
not only that "there is none righteous," but "there is 
none that doeth good." In this sense, therefore, clearly, 
we have got nothing to pay: still,that is not quite yet the 
sense of the Lord's words. If it were, since all of us have 
nothing to pay, all would be forgiven, whereas forgiveness 
is the portion of some, not all, and there is a point at 
which people have to arrive before they are forgiven. 
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This is, in fact, the point of which our Lord speaks. It 
is when the having nothing wherewith to pay becomes a 
truth in our consciousness,— when we reach the fact of 
our utter bankruptcy,— when we give up the effort to 
compound with God, and are obliged to take our places 
before Him as mere beggars,— sinners quite undone,— 
that mercy becomes actually ours. " If we confess our 
sins"—that and nothing more—"He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un
righteousness." 

This, then, is a word meant for any soul in the con
sciousness of its ruin to take as applying to itself. If the 
first part consciously applies to you, beloved friends, the 
second part does. If it be true of you that you have 
nothing to pay God with, it is assuredly true that He 
frankly forgives you. Take the sweet assurance to your 
heart. Keep it, as you have perfect title. Fear not be
cause it is so much beyond your thought. God's thoughts 
are not as our thoughts; nor is that unbelieving proverb 
that a thing is "too good to be true" applicable at all 
where He is in question. The really best thing of Him 
is ever the truest. 

" The Son of man is come to seek and save that which 
is lost." Hear it, ye lost ones. Let it fill up your hearts 
with joy and adoration. "When they had nothing to 
pay, he frankly forgave them both." The amount of the 
debt made no difference in this respect. The Pharisee 
and the sinner of the city might alike here be met. There 
was no difference as to the way or the certainty of for
giveness. The difference that this would make would 
naturally be of another kind. "Tell me, therefore," says 
the Lord to Simon, "which of them will love him most?" 
" I suppose," says Simon, forced into honesty by the 
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appeal, " I suppose,he to whom he forgave most." " T h o u 
hast rightly judged," replies the Lord. 

The natural conscience thus judges, and judges rightly, 
that the greater the debt forgiven, the more the heart of 
the debtor would be turned in grateful love toward Him 
who had forgiven him. 

Love, then, here — and the Lord teaches us in the 
application that He is illustrating how love to God is 
produced in the soul—love is based upon the knowledge 
of forgiveness. Grace is thus the spring of holiness in us. 
The gospel not only sets the soul free from fear of wrath 
and condemnation, but in setting it free, binds it to God 
forever. u O Lord," says the psalmist, "truly I am Thy 
servant: I am Thy servant, and the son of Thine hand
maid: Thou hast loosed my bonds" This is the principle. 
And the apostle says, "And not only so,"—not only is 
salvation sure,—"but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
reconciliation." 

Thus the gospel provides for holiness by the freeness 
of its forgiveness, and (mark it well) by the certainty also 
of the forgiveness which it proclaims. If the love is 
founded, as it is clearly taught here, upon the sense of 
what one has received, then it is absolutely necessary to 
this that forgiveness should be a certainty, far removed 
from doubt and question. And this is ever what Scrip
ture supposes as to the Christian. It supposes that he 
has definite certainty as to that which alone gives him 
his place,and forms his character as a Christian; and the 
first thing, of course, is forgiveness. 

You may turn round on me, perhaps, and say, " I have 
not had the Lord's voice speaking to me, as the woman 
in this story had." But that is your mistake, not mine, 
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beloved friends. In the first place, as to the woman here, 
when the Lord pronounced her a forgiven one upon this 
evidence that she loved much, He had not yet spoken to her. 
It is a thing which seems to give such remarkable beauty 
and simplicity to her faith that it had no direct word to 
herself to go upon. She had seen His acts and ways of 
love with others, and she had laid hold upon the grace in 
it for her own need. His lips only confirm it to her,— 
vindicate that simplicity of faith in her, and show it was 
no mistake. But the love the Lord speaks of, the love 
that was manifesting itself in her actions there, was a love 
based upon the sense of a forgiveness which she already 
enjoyed, and which was working its blessed work upon her. 

And then again, if the Lord spoke to her, He speaks 
here, beloved friends, no less to us. "When they had 
nothing to pay, He frankly forgave them both,,, is a word 
as definite as can be for any soul who is consciously in 
that condition. To all beggared and bankrupt souls, 
consciously that, the good news is here proclaimed of a 
forgiveness for them as clear, as free, as definite, as heart 
can desire. If your soul only says to Him, "Lord, I have 
nothing to pay," then you shall know the grace of a giv
ing God. Without presumption, without pretension to be 
anything, without having to look into yourself to find 
anything, except sin and misery, you may, nay, you are 
called upon to appropriate to yourself a forgiveness which 
God has pronounced yours. The Gospel does not expect 
to find ready-made saints: it makes them. It is preached 
not to saints, but to sinners, and the first thing is to re
ceive it as such,— God's good news, declaring the char
acter of God, bringing His love into your souls to produce 
love again to Him. All commandment-keeping comes as 
the result of this: "If ye love me, keep my command
ments." " Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
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beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering." All such things are fruits of 
the Gospel; and therefore the Gospel is first of all to be 
received, in order to them. 

The Lord Himself, not judging here in a direct divine 
way, but by the evidences, pronounces as to this woman's 
forgiveness from the tokens of her love, contrasting it with 
the coldness of the Pharisee's reception: "And he turned 
to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman ? 
I entered into thy house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet; but she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; 
but this woman, since the time that I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint; but this woman hath anointed my feet with oint
ment. Wherefore, I say unto thee, her sins, wrhich are 
many, are forgiven, for she loved much: but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little." 

Mark how gently the Lord deals there with Simon's 
conscience. He will not say Simon does not love at all. 
Himself there his guest, he will give him all possible credit 
for the invitation. He will leave it to his own soul if 
he loved so much even as " a little." But the woman, 
with her sins "many," as He says they are, she shall 
have from His own mouth the assurance of how little 
ashamed of her He is, or of the grace in which she has 
had such just confidence. " And He said unto her, Thy 
sins are forgiven." Let them cavil as they may, He will 
confirm it. "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace." 

And may some who listen to me now, with an equal 
simplicity, lay hold upon a love whose unexhausted treas
ury is as full to-day as ever for all demands upon it. May 
you, too, beloved friends, believing, go on your way re
joicing in a peace made for you by the blood of the Cross, 

* and proclaimed to you by its Maker. 



A COAL FKOM THE ALTAK 

(ISAIAH, Chap, vi.) 

TH E lesson of this chapter, as we in our day may read 
it, is very full in its evangelic teaching. Its two broad 
features are these, that, let man but take his true 

place before God, he shall surely find God's mercy for 
him; and then, also, that this mercy is, and must be, also 
righteousness. As the apostle puts it concerning the 
gospel: " It is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." And then, why? u For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed." In God's good news 
to fallen man is His righteousness revealed. 

The prophet, though he be that—God's man toward the 
people,— in the presence of God must fall as low as any 
other. A Manasseh or a thief on the cross could do no 
more than utter that cry, "Woe is me, for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips." And that is all the 
man of God can say. Like the Psalmist, " Enter not into 
judgment with Thy servant, O Lord! for in thy sight 
shall 7io man living be justified." 

It is the first essential thing for blessing to be brought 
just to this point, to the utter giving up of all pretension 
to anything before God,— to the acceptance of His sen
tence of utter condemnation upon all the world,— all the 
world guilty before God. When we have reached that 
point we do not look round with self-complacency upon 
our neighbors, to reflect upon how much guiltier they are 
than we. That word " LOST," if we know what it means, 
swallows up all other distinctions. It refuses to know 
any distinction. " Undone! " " Lost! " The sinner of 
the city and Isaiah the prophet absolutely upon the same 
level as to that! 

Have you come down to that dead level, reader ? Death 
is, you know, the abolisher of all distinctions. Men are 
dead,—#//dead,—dead in trespasses and sins alike. Qj^ 
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beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering.'' All such things are fruits of 
the Gospel; and therefore the Gospel is first of all to be 
received, in order to them. 

The Lord Himself, not judging here in a direct divine 
way, but by the evidences, pronounces as to this woman's 
forgiveness from the tokens of her love, contrasting it with 
the coldness of the Pharisee's reception: "And he turned 
to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? 
I entered into thy house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet; but she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; 
but this woman, since the time that I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint; but this woman hath anointed my feet with oint
ment. Wherefore, I say unto thee, her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven, for she loved much: but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little." 

Mark how gently the Lord deals there with Simon's 
conscience. He will not say Simon does not love at all. 
Himself there his guest, he will give him all possible credit 
for the invitation. He will leave it to his own soul if 
he loved so much even as " a little." But the woman, 
with her sins " many," as He says they are, she shall 
have from His own mouth the assurance of how little 
ashamed of her He is, or of the grace in which she has 
had such just confidence. " And He said unto her, Thy 
sins are forgiven." Let them cavil as they may, He will 
confirm it. "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace." 

And may some who listen to me now, with an equal 
simplicity, lay hold upon a love whose unexhausted treas
ury is as full to-day as ever for all demands upon it. May 
you, too, beloved friends, believing, go on your way re
joicing in a peace made for you by the blood of the Cross, 

Nand proclaimed to you by its Maker. 
\ 
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shall no man living be justified." 
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to anything before God,— to the acceptance of His sen
tence of utter condemnation upon all the world,— all the 
world guilty before God. When we have reached that 
point we do not look round with self-complacency upon 
our neighbors, to reflect upon how much guiltier they are 
than we. That word "LOST," if we know what it means, 
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beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering." All such things are fruits of 
the Gospel; and therefore the Gospel is first of all to be 
received, in order to them. 

The Lord Himself, not judging here in a direct divine 
way, but by the evidences, pronounces as to this woman's 
forgiveness from the tokens of her love, contrasting it with 
the coldness of the Pharisee's reception: "And he turned 
to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? 
I entered into thy house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet; but she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; 
but this woman, since the time that I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint; but this woman hath anointed my feet with oint
ment. Wherefore, I say unto thee, her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven, for she loved much: but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little." 

Mark how gently the Lord deals there with Simon's 
conscience. He will not say Simon does not love at all. 
Himself there his guest, he will give him all possible credit 
for the invitation. He will leave it to his own soul if 
he loved so much even as " a little." But the woman, 
with her sins "many," as He says they are, she shall 
have from His own mouth the assurance of how little 
ashamed of her He is, or of the grace in which she has 
had such just confidence. "And He said unto her, Thy 
sins are forgiven." Let them cavil as they may, He will 
confirm it. "Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace." 

And may some who listen to me now, with an equal 
simplicity, lay hold upon a love whose unexhausted treas
ury is as full to-day as ever for all demands upon it. May 
you, too, beloved friends, believing, go on your way re
joicing in a peace made for you by the blood of the Cross, 

N and proclaimed to you by its Maker. 
\ 



A COAL FEOM THE ALTAE 

(ISAIAH, Chap, vi.) 

TH E lesson of this chapter, as we in our day may read 
it, is very full in its evangelic teaching. Its two broad 
features are these, that, let man but take his true 

place before God, he shall surely find God's mercy for 
him; and then, also, that this mercy is, and must be, also 
righteousness. As the apostle puts it concerning the 
gospel: " It is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." And then, why? u For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed." In God's good news 
to fallen man is His righteousness revealed. 

The prophet, though he be that—God's man toward the 
people,— in the presence of God must fall as low as any 
other. A Manasseh or a thief on the cross could do no 
more than utter that cry, " Woe is me, for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips." And that is all the 
man of God can say. Like the Psalmist, " Enter not into 
judgment with Thy servant, O Lord! for in thy sight 
shall no 7nan living be justified." 

It is the first essential thing for blessing to be brought 
just to this point, to the utter giving up of all pretension 
to anything before God,— to the acceptance of His sen
tence of utter condemnation upon all the world,— all the 
world guilty before God. When we have reached that 
point we do not look round with self-complacency upon 
our neighbors, to reflect upon how much guiltier they are 
than we. That word "LOST," if we know what it means, 
swallows up all other distinctions. It refuses to know 
any distinction. " Undone! " " Lost! " The sinner of 
the city and Isaiah the prophet absolutely upon the same 
level as to that! 

Have you come down to that dead level, reader ? Death 
is, you know, the abolisher of all distinctions. Men are , 
dead,—#//dead,—dead in trespasses and sins alike. Qk 
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the hopelessness of that condition! Can you educate or 
improve death ? Can human power do aught with death ? 
No; God alone can quicken. You must have "life." 
You must be born again. No works can come of you 
but "dead works," nothing that has not the odor of cor
ruption in it, until you are born again, born of God, born 
of His wordy which liveth and abideth forever: "and THIS 
is the word, which by the gospel is preached unto you." 
(i Pet.i. 25.) 

Where and as you are then,— utterly powerless and 
helpless,— doing nothing, being nothing, promising noth
ing, you must receive the sweet and gladdening message 
of God's good news. You can be nothing, do nothing, 
till you have received it; for you are born again by it, 
and only so. You do not even begin to live to God until 
it does its work upon you. 

And now, mark. No sooner is there the acknowledg
ment, " Woe is me, for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips," than the mercy of God supplies the 
remedy. " Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having 
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
from off the altar; and he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy sin is purged." 

How blessed, how worthy of God! No long laborious 
process of cure is here! No conditions are imposed, no 
work of self-help is enjoined. The provision of grace is 
simple, immediate, and immediately effectual, then and 
there. On the sinner's part is solely the confession of 
ruin which sin has wrought. The declaration of iniquity 
taken away and of sin purged meets it at once on God's 
part. It is preached to the "undone" one. God's word 
gives him the assurance of what is done for him. He is 
not left to examine himself and to search out by his own 
feelings what is the mind of God toward him. He has to 
believe only, and be at peace. 

And so it ever is. Everywhere the gospel proclaims 
for all, because all are sinners, the good news of a salva
tion provided just for sinners. The call is to "repent, 
and believe the gospel,"—that is, to take the place of 
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sinners, and just drink in the mercy provided for sinners. 
To "repent" is to give up the pretence and effort at self-
justification. To "believe the gospel" is just to believe 
in the justification which God has provided. 

" Being justified freely by His grace." " Freely,"— what 
does that mean? "Whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely." What is taking it freely? Surely, 
just believing that it is mine, unconditionally mine, be
cause I want it. That I am to assure myself that it is 
mine if / "w i l l , " without any further question. This is 
is the only "appropriation" Scripture knows of. The 
prophet confesses himself "undone." He is a needy, 
anxious, convicted one. He is thereupon assured that 
his iniquity is taken away, his sin is purged. That is 
what he is called on to appropriate. Not something that 
is not his own, but something that is freely his, just upon 
the ground of his being a poor, lost one, needing it. 

Many, if I could ask, Do you need a salvation such as 
this? would have no difficulty at all in giving answer that 
they did. And further, if I asked them, ivould they have 
just such a salvation, if they could, would think it folly 
to ask such a question. With them the question is of 
God's will, not of theirs. In Scripture the question is 
of man's will, not of God's. " How often would / have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, AND YE would not." 
" Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean." " I will; 
be thou clean." "Who would have all men to be saved, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth." Thus, if we 
will, there is no difficulty. For lost ones God has provided 
salvation, through the work of Jesus. If we are that, and 
would have that salvation, it is ours. " I t is not for us to 
question, but to believe our blessedness. 

But what a strange mode of purging unclean lips! 
"A live coal" from the altar. A coal red-hot with the 
fire which has just been consuming the victim. Yes, 
"our God is a consuming fire" What a picture of that 
indignation and wrath against sin, which is a necessity in 
the nature of a holy God! And though he pity, yea, love 
the sinner, that cannot change His holiness. Set me inj 
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presence, then, of this righteous and holy God, how can 
He show me favor? How can the righteousness of God 
clear or justify me? It seems as impossible as that a 
"live coal" should purge instead of blasting human lips. 

But look again. It is a coal from off the altar: a live 
coal still, for God's wrath against sin never can die out, 
God's righteousness never can be aught but what it ever 
has been. But this live coal from the altar of sacrifice is 
nevertheless changed in its character so far: it does not 
blast, but purges. And, looking not at the type but at the 
antitype, the righteousness of God in the cross of Jesus 
Christ does not condemn but justifies the sinner. That 
cross surely is the altar of sacrifice where the live coal 
has done its work. It is where the righteousness of God 
has been declared as nowhere else; but where it is de
clared, perfect as ever, living and active in its antagonism 
to sin; and yet not against the sinner, but on his side. 
So that if I, confessing the sins which prove me one of 
those for whom He died, take my place thus before Him
self, I find Him faithful and just to forgive me my sins, 
and to cleanse me from all unrighteousness. 

God has title to tell out His love,— title to show it me, 
— has earned this title at such cost to Himself that I 
cannot but believe He must love much, and love much to 
tell it out, and make souls happy in it. The gospel sent 
out everywhere is His witness that it is so. I cannot 
honor Him more than by giving credit to it. 

Will you, beloved reader, if yet you have not? Will 
you let in this tale of joy which is seeking admittance to 
your heart at this moment? Is it too good to be believed? 
'Too good for a tale from God Himself? Does it give 
Him more glory than He deserves? Only take your 
place with the prophet in this chapter. God's testimony 
to the work of Christ is this: That it avails for you; for 
you, poor undone one, so glad to have this salvation if 
you only might, for you it avails. " Your iniquity is taken 
away, and your sin purged." Believe it and rejoice. 
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