
"A Living Sacrifice." 

ADDRESSES BY F. S. MARSH 

AT STREATHAM 1926 

KINGSTON BIBLE TRUST 
WEMBLEY GARDENS 

LANCING SUSSEX BN15 9LX 



Reprinted by 
Whitstable Litho Printers Ltd, 

Whitstable, Kent 
1987 



"A Living Sacrifice." 

Contents 

The Believer's Ear 
The Believer's Hands 
The Believer's Walk 
The Believer's Spirit 

Page 1 
Page 25 
Page 46 
Page 71 





"A Living Sacrifice." 

T H E BELIEVER'S EAR. 

Exo. xxi . 5, 6 ; D E U T . XV. 12-18; LEV. VIII. 22-24, 3 ° ; 

xiv. 28 ; ISA. L. 4, 5 ; R E V . HI. 20-22.) 

HAVING been impressed with the importance 
and emphasis which the Spirit of God has 
laid upon the thought of hearing, my 
desire is that we might be encouraged to con
sider together in a very simple way the thought 
of the believer's ear. It appears to lie at the 
very foundation of all spiritual prosperity 
that there should be an ear ready to appreciate 
divine communications. 

In considering the fall of man, it will be 
remembered that when Satan approached Eve 
in the form of a serpent, which was more subtle 
than any beast of the field, he chose to make his 
attack by way of her ear. The serpent spoke 
to Eve and said, " Yea, hath God said ? " 
He recognised the immense importance of se
curing the intelligence of man by means of 
gaining the ear. When God appeared, as He 
did in His grace (for it was in grace, when He 
appeared to His fallen creatures in their misery 
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and departure from Himself), the Spirit of 
God records that they heard " the voice of 
the Lord God." It was the mercy and grace 
of God to cause His voice to be heard, that 
He would make His appeal to the ear of His 
creature, so that He would communicate with 
man by the same organ that the enemy had 
used to bring about the sorrow, the failure, 
and the departure. 

Ever since then there has been in this world 
the effort of the enemy to secure and to hold 
the ear of man for himself and for his world. 
But there have also been the divine activities 
of the blessed God by His servants the 
prophets in Old Testament days—by the fathers, 
by the Lord Jesus in His perfect, wondrous 
pathway here, and by the Holy Spirit of God, in 
this the Spirit's day. There have been those 
activities of the blessed God to secure the ear 
of man in His grace, so that the prophet said, 
" Incline your ear and come to me : hear, 
and your soul shall live." 

If there should be one in this com
pany who has never listened to the voice of 
God in grace and mercy, but has hitherto 
lent his ear to the voice of the enemy, having 
been prepared to listen to anything and every
thing that the enemy would furnish of interest, 
amusement, excitement, or fascination, we 
would most earnestly desire for him at this 
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moment that his ear might be opened to hear 
the sweetest music he has ever heard—the music 
of the name of Jesus. There is a hymn that 
fills our hearts with exceeding joy as we sing i t ; 
it is very simple, but it never loses its charm: 

" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear." 

Let me ask each one to test himself by that 
simple means, and raise this question in his 
own soul, Is the name of Jesus sweet to my 
ear, has it any charm to me ? Does it convey 
any impression that will fill my heart with 
joy ? Does it mean anything to me that there 
is a sweet and precious name carrying with it 
all the preciousness of the Saviour, the Re
veal er of- God to men ? 

We are assured that there is an im
mediate response from most, if not all, our 
hearts to that precious name of Jesus. We 
shall never grow weary of the sweetness 
of that precious name, and we are here as 
those who do know and love the Lord Jesus, 
and whose ears have been opened to hear and 
listen to His voice. We have heard the voice 
of the Son of God, and we have been made 
to live, and it is to such one would speak, with 
the Lord's help, especially as to the impor
tance of that to which we are prepared to 
lend our ears during the time that we are 
left down here on earth. 
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There is no question that, whether we 
are saved or unsaved, the enemy is still at 
work seeking to gain our ears. If he can secure 
the ear of the believer, he will continue to pour 
all that is spiritually injurious into it. There 
has been, very especially of late, a determined 
and systematic effort on the part of the enemy 
to secure the ears of men and to bring Chris
tians—believers in the Lord Jesus, who truly 
love Him—under the power and influence of 
the many voices which are in this world, seeking 
by some means or other to secure the ears of 
those who should be lending their ears to that 
which is none other than the voice of Christ, 
the manifestation of God, the unfolding of the 
divine pleasure and the voice of the Spirit of 
God. If, however, we get our hearts set on 
Christ, if we get our desires after Him grati
fied, if we have any true spiritual joy, every
thing will be adjusted for us, not legally, but 
in the power of life and joy. 

We have read together scriptures which open 
out before us, first of all the thought of a bored 
ear as in the case of the Hebrew servant; then 
the consecrated ear as in the case of the priests ; 
the anointed ear in the case of the leper, the 
opened ear in that remarkable passage in Isaiah 1., 
and finally in Revelation iii. the Lord making 
His appeal to His own for the attentive ear. 

We should find great profit if we were to 
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give ourselves a time of quiet meditation 
weighing over the scriptures that have been 
read, allowing them to search and test us as 
to how far we know the present gain and 
importance of these thoughts. 

I would recognise with the deepest reverence 
that some of the scriptures have their special 
and direct application to the Lord Jesus Him
self as a man here. In that sense He would 
stand alone, unique in His personal glory and 
dignity, in the blessedness of His personal 
perfection, and the beauty of His manhood 
and of His dependence. He must ever stand 
alone in all His solitary dignity and glory, 
the unique One who was here for the pleasure 
of God. But we are left here to foilow in His 
steps, to partake of His spirit, to get impres
sions from Him and to be formed after Him. 
And as He was marked by these wonderful 
features, so there should be the reproduction 
in some measure of those features in those who 
are left here to follow Him. Those of His 
order should bear His character, and display 
the features and traits of that blessed One 
whose followers they are. 

I would not like to take Exodus xxi. out of 
its beautiful setting, but to contemplate that 
Hebrew servant, impressed with the fact that 
he was a Hebrew servant. He was not a for
eigner ; he was one who by his nationality 
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had a right to liberty. He belonged to a people 
whom God intended should be free, for God 
had redeemed His people and they were en
titled to liberty ; he was one who by virtue 
of his birthright could claim liberty. But he 
was a bondman, found in the position of a 
bondman, with a master, and God had given 
him a wife and children. Then there arose a 
moment, a crisis in his life, when it was a ques
tion of whether he would go out free by him
self, claiming the liberty that was his, or whether 
his love for his master, his wife and his chil
dren should outweigh every other considera
tion, and cause him to become a bondman for 
ever, to surrender for ever the liberty that he 
could claim by right, to retain in his affections 
those links which God had given him, and 
which his love, whatever the sacrifice, would 
not give up. 

It is a well-known scripture. We have loved 
it as time after time it has been brought to 
our notice, but every time we consider the 
perfection of the devotedness of the Lord 
Jesus to His God, to His assembly and to His 
chosen people Israel, it causes our hearts 
to bow down in holy adoration as we think of 
the love that led Him to say plainly, " I love 
. . . I will not go out free." 

Such is the character of that love and the 
measure of its devotedness that it must be 



THE BELIEVER'S EAR. 7 

perpetual. " Then his master shall bring him 
unto the judges ; he shall also bring him to 
the door, or unto the door post; and his 
master shall bore his ear through with an 
awl ; and he shall serve him for ever." 
Every time you see him after that you are 
impressed as you notice the mark of his 
servitude. He will never lose that mark— 
his ear has been bored ! You could under
stand those who knew him would look at him 
and say, " He is committed for life to this 
master ; he can never get free from that to 
which he has voluntarily given himself. Look 
at his ear, it is bored ! " He bears that mark 
of reproach, for it was the mark of a perpetual 
bondman, and nothing but love would have 
persuaded him to have accepted it. 

You will agree with me that when we see 
the Lord Jesus face to face, the first sweet and 
great impression that our hearts will get 
above all other impressions is this—that He 
bears in His blessed Person evidences of that 
love that led Him to sacrifice everything that 
He might have us for ever. We shall never 
cease to be moved by the love that led Him 
to say plainly, " I love my master, my wife, 
and my children; I will not go out free." 
And as our hearts love Him we can reverently 
join together in saying we long for the moment 
to come when we shall see that bored ear, 
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the evidence of that untold love that led Him 
to sacrifice everything that He might secure 
us for God for ever. 

While guarding very especially the unique 
character of His blessed Person and service, 
we may consider a practical application of 
this Hebrew servant to ourselves. We need 
to consider that there is a character in which 
we can follow the blessed Lord Jesus in the 
same manner—not in the same measure, for 
His love stands alone in all the annals of his
tory ; there is no love like His ! But in the 
character and under the influence of it, and 
in the same fashion, hearts are being moved 
to-day. There are those who come under the 
power of the love of God, those who are being 
moved by true affection for His assembly, 
those who have a wide outlook upon all the 
interests of God, and love them for His sake. 
These look ahead and discern that from this 
present moment until the Lord comes there 
is a life to live down here, there are days to 
be spent, there are interests that should com
mand them, and in the light of the love of 
Christ and all that God has opened up to them, 
there comes a moment when in true affection 
God would have them so impressed that they 
might be impelled to say, with the Hebrew 
servant of Deuteronomy xv. 16, " I will not go 
away from thee." 
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It has been pointed out that the word trans
lated " b o r e " in Exodus xxi. 6 indicates a 
process which involved suffering, and it would 
thus emphasise the unique character of the 
devotedness of the Lord Jesus; but that a 
different and less forceful word is employed in 
Deuteronomy xv. 16 for " thrust through" 
when the devotedness of the followers of Christ 
is typified. 

We do know the joy of meeting brothers 
and sisters in the Lord who bear evidences 
of having had their ears pierced, who have 
committed themselves whole-heartedly, with 
true devotion to Christ and to the interests 
of God here, bearing the marks of being His 
servants for ever, prepared by grace and in 
the power of affection to pursue that path, never 
to recall that which they have devoted to God. 

In conversation recently with a young sister 
who desired to remember the Lord, we were 
witnesses, with much joy, of the way in which 
the Lord had touched her heart, though she 
said very little. We were speaking together 
simply, seeking to awaken a still deeper sense 
of the seriousness on the one hand, and of the 
preciousness on the other, of being definitely 
committed to the Lord and to His beloved 
saints who seek to be true to Him. We were 
saying that any offering that was devoted to 
God could never be taken back: " No 
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devoted thing . . . shall be sold or redeemed." 
(Lev. xxvii. 28.) Let us suppose that one of 
the Israelites had selected an offering, with 
his heart moved, and had brought it to the 
priest, laying it upon the altar as an offering to 
God, and had then said to the priest, " I would 
like that offering back ; it was a favourite 
lamb, and one I loved, I would rather pay 
the value of it • and have that lamb again." 
The priest must have said, " No ; for no 
devoted thing can be redeemed." " But I 
will pay the price of it." " No, it cannot be 
taken back, it has been devoted to God and 
is most holy unto the Lord." At this point 
our young friend said, " But he would not 
want to redeem i t ! " indicating that she saw 
the principle of the Hebrew servant, that 
wherever there was true devotedness there 
would never be a desire to recall that which 
had been devoted to the Lord. 

I would say for the encouragement of our 
youngest friends who love the Lord, that if 
in the power of His love you are prepared to 
lay upon the altar that which is most precious 
to you-—your body—if, by the compassions of 
God you have been led to " present your body 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your intelligent service," as you are 
maintained in the power of the love of Christ 
you will never want to take it back. 
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Thus we see in the PIERCED EAR the mark of 
one who is committed for ever. Oh, the joy 
of being in living touch with those whose hearts 
have been so divinely moved that they are 
committed in true affection to God for ever ! 
The world will look upon it as a brand of 
reproach ; they will scorn us for it ; they will 
call us fools, and it is good for us to be called 
fools for Christ's sake. They will regard that 
very mark, that is esteemed so highly by God, 
as the evidence of our folly, but God will 
seal it with His own approval. It is a profound 
joy to be in touch with those who have their 
ears pierced in true devotedness to God. 

We would at the same time ever hold and 
cherish the Lord Jesus in His wondrous love. 
There was never devotedness like His ; there 
was never an offering like His in all the history 
of time. That blessed One presented an offering 
to God, a sweet-smelling savour, that stands 
in all its glory, and beauty, and dignity incom
parable ; but there is the spirit of it, the manner 
of it, the likeness of it, the love of it. God 
grant that we may know something of what 
it is to follow Him as suggested to us by the 
pierced ear ! 

Now in Leviticus viii. we come to a chapter 
that is full of blessing, but time will not permit 
us to touch the detail of it, beautiful as every 
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detail is. If we think of Aaron as a type of 
Christ, there was no need for the application 
of the blood, for " In him is no sin," but when 
it was a question of being consecrated to God, 
then the blood was applied to the right ear 
of Aaron, and to the right ear of Aaron's sons. 
What does that mean ? It is THE CONSECRATED 

EAR, consecrated by the application of the 
blood of the ram of consecration. It is not a 
question of forgiveness, it is a question of 
consecration, a word that we do well to con
template increasingly, for it is a scriptural 
word carrying with it its own special meaning. 

When that blood has been applied to the 
ear, it means that every impression that will 
reach the intelligence of that person by means 
of the ear will have to pass by the blood of 
consecration. Would you allow me in affection to 
raise a question with you," To what are you lend
ing your ear ? " Do you say, " I can listen to what 
I like " ? Do you say, " My ear is my own " ? 
Is it ? If you are a true believer, according to 
the mind of God there has been applied to 
your ear the blood of the ram of consecration ; 
you belong to the priestly family that has been 
consecrated to God by the application of the 
blood of that ram, and your ear (that organ 
which is the avenue to your intelligence) has 
been the subject of the application of the blood. 
Are you prepared to listen to all that the world 
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has to say ? There are many voices in the 
world, and none of them without signification; 
every voice has its meaning, and more than 
that, every voice leaves its own peculiar im
pression and influence over the hearer. It is 
a serious matter to listen, for unconsciously 
by means of listening you are being influenced 
by what you listen to ; hence the Lord in 
His grace said, " Take heed what ye hear." 

Spiritual disaster lies before those who lend 
their ears to anything and everything. Let us 
be careful then as to what voice we lend our 
ears. Ever remember that it will have to 
pass in by the very ear that has been con
secrated by the blood of the ram of consecra
tion. Do you know what that blood was put 
there for ? It was put there to exclude from 
the mind and intelligence of that person anything 
which would be defiling and unsuitable for 
his spiritual prosperity and advancement. It 
had an excluding character—it was the blood of 
the ram of consecration. The man to whose 
ear the blood had been applied might well 
say, " No ; I cannot listen to your infidel 
arguments, I cannot listen to your worldly 
amusements, I cannot listen to your foul 
jokes, I cannot listen to that which is going 
to bring my soul under the influence of evil—• 
my ear has been consecrated to God ! " The 
application of the blood of the ram of conse-
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cration would have an excluding effect; 
and we do well to give heed to the words of 
the Lord Jesus, " Take heed what ye hear." 

But you may justly say, " We cannot help 
hearing many things." That raises another 
question ; let us be practical about it. If by 
virtue of our daily path and walk, and circum
stances over which we have no control, we are 
bound to hear things which in themselves are 
defiling, we may be sure of this, that we have 
the supply of the priestly grace of Christ and 
His present service for us to remove that 
defilement, and to keep us in spirit from the 
influence that otherwise it would have over us. 
But if we deliberately lend our ears to that 

--•which is unsuitable, can we then go to Him 
honestly in order that it may be removed ? 
I would not limit the priestly grace of Christ, 
but I would submit the question to be raised, 
that if we deliberately and without considera
tion of what is due to our blessed Lord lend 
our ear to listen to that which is unsuitable 
to Him, there will inevitably follow a period 
of soul depression, entirely due to the fact 
that we have forgotten that our ears have been 
sprinkled with the blood of consecration. 

Now let us consider THE ANOINTED EAR. 
(Lev. xiv. 28.) This is not so much a question 
of what is excluded, but of what is listened to ; 
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for anointing is in view of holiness. The ear which 
has received the sprinkling of the blood is the 
same ear that has been anointed with the holy 
oil. Now, thank God, there is a definite avenue, 
not only consecrated to exclude all that would 
be unsuitable, but anointed to admit into 
the intelligent part of my being every divine 
communication in all its holiness, and purity, 
and blessedness. 

Do you think it is nothing to God that He 
should have a people here on earth whose ears 
have been consecrated, whose ears have been 
anointed—that there should be a people here 
on earth to-day that are ready to lend their 
ears to the voice of God, ready to listen to 
the voice of Christ, to listen to the voice of 
the Spirit, to come under divinely-given im
pressions, so that the whole intelligence of their 
being should be influenced by what God has 
to say to them ? I am not speaking mystically 
or sentimentally ; I am speaking of the practical 
application of our type, that God is securing 
by His Holy Spirit the ear of a people on earth 
in order that He may at the same time exclude 
what is unsuitable, and open the avenue into 
their intelligence that He may fill them with 
the divine impressions which He loves to give. 

What a people we should be if, like Mary 
of old, we knew what it was to lend that con
secrated and anointed ear to the voice of Jesus ; 
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she sat at His feet and heard His word. You 
may do this even as you are walking along the 
street, or in a train. In the odd spare moments 
that come in the course of our busy lives, 
we may lend our ear to the voice of Jesus, 
who is ever ready to make communications 
to those who have anointed ears. The Spirit 
of God has a voice to the assemblies and He 
is ever ready to make that voice of Christ 
living to those who are ready to hear it. 
But if we are " listening in " to all that which is 
unsuitable, if we are lending our ears to that 
which is not the voice of Christ, if all the 
voices of this world are claiming our attention 
and our intelligence, what room will there be 
for the quiet, still small voice of Christ by 
His Spirit, made known in the secret of our 
souls, and exerting through that " still small 
voice " the mighty influence of a love that 
would control our lives ? I am speaking for 
the moment of the spiritual ear, the soul ready 
to listen to that which the Lord would say as 
He delights to make communications to those 
who love Him. 

I now turn to that wonderful scripture in 
Isaiah 1. ; I beg of you to read it at your leisure, 
quietly and soberly. It is the most beautiful 
description of the daily path of Jesus ; it 
gives us light as to what happened in that 
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path in a way that even the gospels do not 
disclose. We should be spiritually poorer if 
it were not for this scripture. It says, " The 
Lord, Jehovah, hath given me the tongue of 
the instructed, that I should know how to 
succour by a word him that is weary. He 
wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth 
mine ear to hear as the instructed." (New 
Trans.) 

Again I would desire that what is said might 
be guarded ; we must never forget for one 
single moment that while Jesus was here in 
the most perfect manhood, in humiliation 
and grace, He was over all, God blessed 
for ever ! He was Himself the Creator God. 
There was never a moment when He was 
not sustaining and upholding the universe, 
but at the same time the mystery of godliness (or 
piety) is this, that " God has been mani
fested in flesh"; that Jesus was a real man, 
and in His perfect manhood He took the 
place of being " instructed." He took the place 
of one who lived a life here, a perfect setting 
forth of the life that is pleasurable to God ; 
it was the one life that was lived under the 
eye of God which at every moment brought 
delight and pleasure to His heart. 

There was never a life like the life of Jesus ; 
never for one moment did He take Himself 
out of the position of dependence upon His 
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God. Every day of that perfect life was lived 
in such a way that it brought pleasure to the heart 
of God. He said, " The Lord God hath given 
me the tongue of the instructed "—He spoke 
because He had listened. Oh, that we might 
know more of what it is to listen, then should 
we know how to speak. We often find— 
and can you not share the regret with me ?— 
that we come across one who is weary, who 
needs a word of comfort, and we are not always 
able to give it. Why are we not able to do so ? 
Because we have not listened to the voice our
selves. " The Lord, Jehovah, hath given me 
the tongue of the instructed . . . he wakeneth 
morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear 
to hear as the instructed." Think of that! 
The waking moments of the Lord Jesus, as 
morning by morning He wakened, He wakened 
to lend His ear to the voice of Jehovah. What 
a perfect pathway! Well might it be ex
pressed in Psalm xvi., " Preserve me, O God, 
for in thee do I put my trust." He was ever 
in dependence upon God, and His ear was 
a'ways open to hear the voice of God. He 
was instructed as a man here. 

A pierced ear, a consecrated ear, an anointed 
ear, an opened ear ; what perfection of beauty 
there is in that! May I suggest this to each 
heart ? Would it not be well for us if our 
waking moments were given to the voice of 
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the Lord God ? Would not the day have a 
different character if in the first moments of 
our awaking in the morning we lend our ear 
to the voice of God, seeking a definite com
munication—perhaps only one word or one 
thought received by means of the ear, the 
spiritual ear, morning by morning as we 
awaken. What a character and an impression 
it would give us during that day ; what a life 
we should live under the eye of God if day by 
day we lend our ear to the voice of God ! 

And have we not the pattern, the manner 
of it ? Not the measure of it, for the measure 
was in perfection in Jesus, but in the spirit 
and in the manner and in the character of it, 
is it not open to us to be here as instructed ? 
Is it not much more necessary for us, in our 
ignorance, and our weakness, and in our frailty, 
that we in our day should lend our ear to the 
voice of God, and that it should be His divine 
joy to open our ears morning by morning, 
as the ears of the instructed, and that we in 
our day might be able, in the spirit of Christ, 
as a consequence of having heard, to " speak 
a word in season to him that is weary " ? 

We do not need to limit these thoughts to 
those who are engaged publicly in the Lord's 
service (we are in danger of that, I believe). 
The Lord would encourage the youngest and 
the feeblest of us to be marked by this char-
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acter, that we should be known as those who 
have opened ears. God knows the opened 
ears ; in His grace, and compassion, and tender 
mercy He is ever ready by His Spirit to make 
communications to those whose ears are opened 
to the divine voice. Why, even the children 
may well be encouraged, for Samuel was but 
a child when God made communications to 
him, and though he " did not yet know the 
Lord," it pleased God to speak to him, and 
he said, " Speak ; for thy servant heareth." 
If it became the habit of our lives, as we awaken 
morning by morning, to say, " Speak, Lord ; 
for thy servant heareth," what communications 
would He not delight to make to us, in order 
that we might receive impressions that should 
carry us through the heat of the day, and 
enable us to close it with a sense of refresh
ment, with a sense that the communications 
that had been given had sustained our spirits 
through the burden of the day. 

I suggest this practical and simple appli
cation of this remarkable scripture in the 
prophet Isaiah. Prophetically, doubtless, it 
has its immediate bearing on the beautiful 
life, and pathway, and holy intimacy of our 
Lord Jesus as a perfect man here, but it carries 
with it the same spirit and joy open to us, so 
that we might be instructed and that our 
spiritual ears may be opened to the divine 
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communications which it is the divine pleasure 
to make. 

Now I briefly refer to THE ATTENTIVE EAR, 

presented to us in Revelation iii. The Lord 
Jesus had been addressing the seven churches. 
He had been making communications of the 
utmost importance to the seven assemblies 
that were on earth at that moment; He had 
been making unfoldings of the knowledge that 
He had of every detail of what was passing in 
those assemblies. Seven times He had said, 
" I know thy works." Nothing had escaped 
His eye ; everything was discerned and judged 
in its true character, and weighed in the balances 
of the sanctuary. The blessed Son of God, 
the One who walked in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks, had seen everything in 
its true light, and at the close of all He addressed 
the church of Laodicea, which He found in 
a state of indifference towards Himself, pur
suing a course of religiousness with Himself 
outside. Ere He closed, He made one definite 
appeal, not to the assembly collectively, but to 
each individual to whom His voice was ad
dressed : " Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock : if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me." 

Dear fellow-believer, have you heard the 
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voice of Jesus in this day of departure, and 
declension, and indifference to Christ ? Have 
you found your links and your associations 
among those who have opened their ear to 
Christ Himself, who are ready to listen to 
His voice and who have opened their hearts 
to Him, and given Him a welcome that Chris
tendom has refused Him ? Do you know what 
it is to find your happy associations and keep 
in company with those who have opened to 
Him, and with whom He has the joy of supping, 
and they with Him ? Here is an ear that is 
opened and an ear that is attentive to the 
voice of Christ—an ear that has listened to 
all that He has to say to the assemblies, and 
has faced the state of things as they exist, 
putting no false colours on things as they are, 
but facing them in all their seriousness, opening 
the heart, the affections, the interests, the 
intelligence, the whole moral being to Christ, 
and He comes in and sups with him and he 
with Him. If we know anything of it (and 
thank God in some measure we do) we would 
desire that every one of the Lord's beloved 
people might know what it is to respond to 
His appeal, " If any man hear my voice." 

Have you heard the voice of Jesus in this 
wonderful way ? You may say, " I have heard 
the voice of Jesus as Saviour ! " It is very 
good to have heard that. And, you may add, 
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" I have heard the voice of Jesus as Lord, and 
would desire to be obedient to Him." That 
is a very great advancement of soul, but there 
is a peculiar way in which the Lord is ap
pealing to the affections of His own—He wants 
them to sup with Him ; He wants to sup with 
them. He wants that intimacy and full com
munion that is suggested in the scripture, 
" I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me." The ear has been 
opened; it is attentive to His voice; the 
avenue to the inward soul has been opened, 
and the blessed Son of God has come i n ; 
and what has He done ? He has filled the 
heart with a sense of His love, He has filled 
the intelligence with divine light and the 
appreciation of divine communications, and 
He has produced in the soul a response to 
Himself. What could be greater, while we 
wait for the Lord to come, than to have our 
ears opened and attentive to His voice. Amidst 
all the voices that are in the world—none of 
them without signification—what tremendous 
gain if our ears are open to the voice of Jesus, 
the One who appears to us as the Son of God, 
who will open our hearts and fill our souls with 
the consciousness of His own love. 

One solemn word closes the appeal, " He 
that hath an ear, let him hear." May we weigh 
this over and consider that the Spirit of God 
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has a voice to-day. Many religious systems 
have been inaugurated by men in which there 
is no room for the voice of the Spirit. If the 
Spirit of God were to move in the soul of one 
person and cause him to give utterance in 
Spirit power, it would be called confusion; 
it would be condemned as interference. The 
Spirit of God has not room there. But, thank 
God, He has graciously wrought, and there 
are conditions here on earth, and there are 
those who through grace are able to meet 
together to give room for the voice of the 
Spirit, for the Spirit's voice has been heard 
in these last days. We do well, whether young 
or old, to face these things in all their serious
ness—" He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith to the assemblies." 

May these few thoughts awaken with us a 
very deep concern ; not a legal bondage that 
would make us feel we are put in a position 
where life is irksome, but that which would 
secure the attention of our whole intelligent 
being ; that we may see to it that the avenue 
to that intelligence—the ear—should be left 
free for Him to use in His love to make such 
communications to us that only He can make. 
May the Lord grant it, for His name's sake. 



T H E BELIEVER'S HANDS. 

(LEV. VIII. 14, iS, 22, 24 ; ACTS XX. 32-35 ; 1 T IM. II . 

1, 2, 8.) 

I DESIRE, with the Lord's help, that we might 
be engaged for a few moments together in 
continuance of that which we had before 
us last evening—the believer's ear—by con
sidering what scripture presents as to the 
believer's hands. 

The passage we have read in Leviticus viii. 
opens up the thought; the portion in Acts 
xx. indicates the definite working out of it 
in the case of the Apostle Paul ; and finally 
in the word in 1 Timothy ii. we have the wider 
expression, embracing the service of the house 
of God, that men should lift up holy hands. 
It is evident that the hands have a very definite 
place in Christianity. 

It is my desire to speak simply, not for
getting the boys and girls. The Lord has 
His eye on the young for blessing ; He would 
have them at a very early age consecrated to 
Him. He wants them ; He wants their ear 
that He may speak to them the wonderful 
things of God; He wants their hands that 
they may be serviceable to Him through life. 
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We need to remember as we look into the 
faces of the young that their lives are either 
to be lived for God or against H i m ; that 
their ears will either be open to the voice of the 
the Lord or the voice of the world ; that their 
hands are going to be used either in the service 
of God—the priestly service of God—or in 
the service of Satan. We also would remember 
that the bodies of believers, whether young 
or old, are either vessels that God can use for 
the maintenance and furtherance of His in
terests here, or they will be used in selfish 
interests, in the furtherance of those things 
that are contrary to Him. 

Consider the importance which God has 
attached to the bodies of believers ! The 
things of God are essentially spiritual. They 
are only known by the power and under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit of God, but 
they have a practical bearing upon the bodies 
of the believers, and we need to attach increased 
value to them as vessels for the will of God. 
" Know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost ? " God has given us a 
body, and that body is to be the vessel in 
which we shall glorify Him, for it says, " There
fore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's." 

It is important for each of us, young and old, 
to recognise the fact that our bodies are not 
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our own : " Y e are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price." When the Lord Jesus 
laid down His life for me to redeem me from 
my sins and from the power of Satan, He also 
died in order that He might establish His 
claim to me, spirit, soul and body, therefore 
my body is His. It will be a great thing if each 
of us starts his life in the definite recognition 
that his body is not his own. It is the Lord's 
and it has been given to him in order that he 
may in that body serve God ; that he may be 
able by that body to take up priestly service. 
The members of the body—the ear, the eye, the 
vocal organs, the hands, the feet—are all to 
be used for the furtherance of the interests 
of God here, and are capable of being used 
for the glory of God. 

It is well to face the question, How far 
have I bowed to the rightful claims of our 
Lord Jesus Christ over my body ? 

We are here together as those who have 
taken up the profession of His name upon 
our lips ; we have confessed Jesus as Lord. 
If there is one here who has never confessed 
Jesus as Lord I would encourage you to confess 
Him before this day has passed. It is a most 
wonderful privilege to confess Jesus as Lord 
here on earth. But I am speaking to those 
who have owned Him as Lord. He is the Lord 
of the body. He is not only Lord of the 
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spirit and of the soul, He is Lord of the body, 
and so the body of the believer is a matter 
of intense importance, because it is the vessel 
that can be used by God for His own interests. 

Priestly activities require the body in order 
to carry them out ; they are spiritual in their 
character, but the practical working out of 
them is in the body. For instance, supposing 
you, in personal communion with the Lord, 
have received a precious thought of Himself, 
a fresh view of His glory, and in love to your 
brethren you would like to convey that im
pression to them. How are you going to do 
it ? You need your lips, you need your vocal 
organs, you need your mind to express that 
impression. You use the organs that form part 
of your body as the means of conveying that 
thought of Christ to your brethren. Thus your 
body becomes usable in priestly service. 

Now to carry that thought out in relation 
to the hands. I understand there are, pri
marily, two thoughts connected with the hands 
in scripture—identification and activity. 

One word on identification. We have three 
instances of it in Leviticus viii. The first 
was in the case of the sin offering; when the 
bullock of the sin offering was brought, " Aaron 
and his sons laid their hands upon the head of 
the bullock for the sin offering." In the second 
instance it was the ram for the burnt offering, 
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and it says, " Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the ram " ; and in 
the third case it was the ram of consecration, 
and again " Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the ram." This intro
duces the thought of CONSECRATED HANDS. 

In considering these scriptures from Leviticus, 
it is important to remember that the language of 
the types is not only beautiful but as easily 
understood as any other language. By the 
Holy Spirit of God types and shadows have 
been given to us, and especially for those 
who are young the types serve as beautiful 
pictures. 

The Old Testament is like a picture book. 
You read the New Testament and you see the 
truth set forth in a doctrinal way, then you read 
the Old Testament and you see a picture of 
that truth set forth in type. So that when we 
turn to the Old Testament it is like looking 
at the picture part of the book, and when you 
go to the New it is like reading the writing 
underneath the picture; in every instance 
you need to look at the picture and then read 
the writing. Thus you will understand both 
the writing and the picture. 

Let this encourage us to read both the Old 
Testament and the New. If we look at pictures 
and nothing else we shall not understand their 
true spiritual import ; if we read the doctrine 
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apart from the pictures, we shall not under
stand the references in the New Testament 
to the types in the Old. So we need to be kept 
balanced, so that we might be as householders 
who can bring out of their treasures " things 
new and old " ; that we might value and love 
the New Testament as being the divine un
folding of the mind of God, and that we might 
value the types of the Old Testament as being 
a divine provision to enable us to understand 
in a clearer and more definite way the beau
tiful unfoldings of the New. It has been well 
said, the New Testament is enfolded in the 
Old, but the Old Testament is wwfolded in 
the New. 

So in the type we have the sons of Aaron, 
who set forth typically believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ at the present moment. They 
represent those who are of the priestly family, 
which, in the mind of God, comprises all true 
believers in our Lord Jesus. It is the divine 
thought that the saints of God who form the 
church are a priestly family ; they are " all 
of one " with Him, their great High Priest, 
and it is theirs in present privilege to engage 
in priestly service. 

The sons of Aaron are seen first of all putting 
their hands upon the head of the sin offering—• 
the first experience that a soul must have in 
relation to the death of Christ. 
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The sin offering was taken and burned 
outside the camp ; it had to go to the outside 
place and there the fire of judgment consumed 
it. Why did Aaron and his sons have to put 
their hands upon the head of the sin offering ? 
The thought of putting their hands upon the 
head was to identify themselves entirely with 
that offering, so that as the bullock was taken 
without the camp, and was consumed by the 
fire, and the great sin question was thus dealt 
with, there was that which, under the eye of 
God, had been transferred to the bullock. 
The identification was so complete that all 
that had to be dealt with in them was typically 
transferred to the sin offering. 

If the great question of sin has not been faced 
in the light of the death of Christ and settled, 
we can never engage in priestly service, we can 
never have to do with the holy things of God, 
we can never be free to enter into the presence 
of God. The first great point in soul-history 
is to put our hands on the head of the bullock 
of the sin offering, to face in all the serious
ness of it, and yet in all the blessed results of 
it, the death of Christ as the sin offering, and 
to recognise that we have been identified with 
Him in relation to that offering, and that every 
question relating to sin and sins has been met 
and settled in the death of Christ for the glory 
of God, never, never to be raised again. Can 
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each one present look up to God with the 
assurance that there is no outstanding ques
tion ? Have you put your hands by faith on 
the sin offering ? Have you known what it 
is to recognise by faith that you have been so 
perfectly identified with that sin offering, that 
the Lord Jesus, when He went down into 
death for you, settled every question with God 
on your account, so that you may look up to 
God without a cloud and without a fear ? 
Blessed, happy experience ! 

Then there is another experience, and that 
is that the ram of the burnt offering was brought 
forward and again the hands of the sons of 
Aaron were put upon the head of the offering 
in identification. This suggests to us the death 
of Jesus as it is appreciated by God. Under 
the eye of God it set forth all the perfection, 
all the sweetness, all the beauty, and the 
sweet-smelling savour of the wondrous burnt 
offering—the death of Christ—which went up 
completely for God. The burnt offering was 
completely burnt on the altar of burnt offering ; 
it was all for God ; so that aspect of the death 
of Christ would suggest a sweet savour to God, 
for His own delight and pleasure. Think of 
the joy that the sons of Aaron would have as 
they put their hands on the head of that ram 
ere it was offered, in complete identification ! 
This did not mean a transference from them 
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to it, but a transference from it to them ; quite 
the reverse order now, and we are able to go 
forward in all the acceptance of that blessed 
One who was the burnt offering to God. 

We had it before us this morning in Ephe-
sians i., God has " taken us into favour in 
the Beloved" and in that " sweet-smelling 
savour " of Ephesians v. 2. How wonderful 
to put our hands in affection as well as in faith 
upon the head of the burnt offering, and to 
learn in the presence of God that we are ac
cepted in the Beloved ! 

Then, the third occasion is most interesting. 
The ram of consecration was brought out, and 
now the hands are seen placed on its head. 
All the preciousness of the devotedness of 
Christ was set forth in the ram of consecra
tion, also that wondrous devotion that marked 
Him, and the love that was set forth in Him 
when He was prepared to sacrifice all that He 
had for the pleasure and will of God—when He 
said, " Not my will, but thine be done." Are 
we, the sons of Aaron, to be identified with 
such an offering as that ? Yes ; their hands 
were put upon the head of that ram ; their hands 
were used to give expression to the fact that 
they were identified with the ram of conse
cration. Now, thank God, we are as those 
who are completely identified with that great 
act of devotedness to God. That is the only 
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basis on which we can really take up con
secration for God—in the light of all the 
preciousness of the death of Christ, in the 
recognition that we are identified with that 
wonderful act. 

Now we can understand a little from that 
standpoint why the blood of that ram is ap
plied not only to the right ear, as covering 
the whole of the intelligence of the believer, 
but it is also put on the thumb of the right 
hand. You are set apart for God's pleasure, 
with all your intelligent being open to com
munications from Him. You are also left 
here in the world that has rejected Christ, 
where that perfect life of His which was full 
of devoted activity to God has closed in His 
death, that those same activities may be con
tinued. 

If we have been identified with Christ in 
relation to His death—as typified in the sin 
offering, in the burnt offering, and in the ram 
of consecration, and we are left here, it is 
in order that we may be serviceable to God 
in those activities that marked the blessed 
Lord Jesus in His pathway here, with hands 
marked by the blood of the ram of consecra
tion—consecrated, set apart for God and for 
His interests. Let us look at our hands for a 
moment and enquire, What are these hands 
being used for, what are we doing with them ? 
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Are they being used entirely and absolutely 
to further my own interests ? Are they being 
used to build up the treasure cities of Pharaoh ? 
Are they being used to add to the glories of 
Babylon ? Or are they being used in priestly 
activity, for the furtherance of the interests 
of God on earth ? This is surely a matter for 
our serious consideration. 

In Psalm xxiv. the Psalmist raises the question, 
" Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ? 
or who shall stand in his holy place ? He that 
hath CLEAN HANDS." There has gone up into 
the presence of God that blessed, glorious 
Man who trod His perfect pathway here, who 
never once brought dishonour upon the name 
of God ; never once were those hands hanging 
down in feebleness, and never once did they 
cease in their wondrous activity, their priestly 
service—that wondrous service of grace. The 
hands of Jesus were always active in the in
terests of God, and in the tenderness and 
compassion of love and care towards His 
own. One delights to think of the hands of 
Jesus. What a wonderful theme for medi
tation—the hands of Jesus ! I would com
mend it to you, if you have never thought of 
it, for meditation and consideration. 

Take the Gospel of Mark, if you will, and 
you will find the ceaseless activity of those 
hands. It is a wonderful theme ; it should 
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touch our hearts to read it. You will find in 
the very first chapter of the gospel there came 
an unclean leper to Jesus, the Son of God, 
God's Servant. No one else would touch him, 
yet those blessed hands were ever ready to 
serve God and to serve men on God's behalf. 
So when that leper came to Him and said, 
" Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean," such was the wondrous character of 
the grace, such was the priestly activity of 
the hands of Jesus, that He put forth His 
hand and touched him. What tender grace 
on the part of Jesus ! What a thrill would go 
through the being of that leper—a thrill never 
to be forgotten from that moment onward ! 
Jesus had not only healed him, but He had 
touched him. It was the hand, the consecrated 
hand, devoted to the will of God, that would 
leave an indelible impression upon that leper's 
spirit, that he was in contact not only with 
a God that was able to heal, but with a God 
that would touch him in tender grace. 

And so through that gospel you will find 
the hands of Jesus ever active. He puts His 
hands upon the heads of the children. How 
we love to think of that too ! Remember, 
my dear young hearers, Jesus is the same One 
who was once here on earth. Those holy 
hands of His, those consecrated hands, 
that were ever doing good, were placed 
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on the heads of those children. He identified 
Himself with them, He put His hands upon 
them and blessed them, as if to say, " All 
My grace and love and tenderness and care 
shall be for you." 

And as He came across one and another who 
needed that skilful touch, His hands were 
ever active. He could take the bread into those 
hands and break it until there was enough 
to feed seven thousand people—those hands 
of divine goodness, expressing the goodness of 
God to men. And then there came the mo
ment when He gathered His own disciples 
around Himself—those who loved Him and 
those whom He loved with the intensity of 
His love—and He took bread. Those holy 
hands of His were used to take bread, a symbol 
of His own precious body ; and He broke it 
before them and handed it to them and said, 
" Take, eat : this is my body." 

When they were sitting at the table with 
Him, in the presence of His love, He used 
His hands to take the bread and break it and 
to hand it to them. I ask you, dear young be
liever, Have you ever used your hands to 
take that bread from Him ? They belong 
to Christ, He has given them to you to be 
used in His service. Have you ever used them 
to take from Him that bread which He broke, 
to take it and to partake of it ? Have you 
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ever put your hand of identification to that 
symbol of His wondrous death, expressive of 
the love that led Him to lay down His life 
for the assembly ? Have you ever put your 
hand to that loaf, and said to Him, " Lord, 
I am glad to put my hand to it, to identify 
myself with Thee in relation to Thy death ? " 
What a privilege it is ! 

But, if we are to put our hands to the loaf, 
if we are going to use them as the Lord 
Jesus did, to go about doing good and to be 
ministering for God here in this world, can 
we afford (I put it on the lowest plane for the 
moment), can we afford to put our hands in 
identification to that which is contrary to 
Him ? Can we join hands with what is un
suitable to Him ? Can we be identified by 
putting our hands to that which is contrary 
to Him ? How it calls for definite and prac
tical separation from evil in regard to our 
actual bodies ! We should see to it that there 
is consistency with the privileges and honour 
which the Lord has conferred upon us. 

It was for that reason that I read Acts xx., 
for there we find SERVICEABLE HANDS. YOU 

have the Apostle Paul there about to leave the 
elders at Ephesus, gathering them together 
and giving his farewell word to them, when 
he holds his hands out to them. Those hands 
had been used in the service of Satan to perse-
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cute the saints of God ; they had been cease
less in activity against God, against Christ 
and against His people, but now Saul has been 
converted. He has not only been converted 
in the sense that his soul has been saved, 
but his body has come under the control of 
the Lord, and those same hands that once 
had been used to persecute the saints are now 
being used to minister to them. And so he 
was able to say, as he showed his hands to 
the elders, " Ye yourselves know that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me." Think of 
the Apostle Paul, perhaps the greatest servant 
the church has ever known, working with his 
hands to meet his own needs and to minister 
to those who were with him ! " And so la
bouring," he adds, " ye ought to support the 
weak." 

Now think of the privilege ! God has given 
us life, and health and strength, He has given 
us hands, and what are we doing with them ? 
Are we content to just attend the meetings ? 
Are we content to merely have the light in 
our souls that God has given us ? Are these 
hands engaged in practical life in so labouring 
that they can support the weak ? Oh, that it 
might be our joy to take the more blessed place, 
for " It is more blessed to give than to receive " ! 
Those hitherto unrecorded words of the Lord 
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Jesus are given to us by the apostle through 
the Holy Spirit. 

When we give, we use our hands. It is of 
little value to give without the touch of affec
tion. But your hands, the very same that 
were once used in your own interests, for 
the service of sin, for the building up of the 
world's treasure cities, for all that goes to make 
up the life of the worldling, those very hands 
now consecrated to God are to be used in 
His service, and for His pleasure ; that we 
may come in in aid of the weak, and minister 
to the wants of the needy. 

There is a remarkable expression in relation 
to the virtuous woman : it says, " She stretcheth 
out her hand to the poor ; yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy." It is a beautiful 
figure in Proverbs xxxi. of the saints of God 
here, as the wife the virtuous woman in the ab
sence of her husband, taking care of the in
terests of Christ while He is away, and it is 
an interesting thought that the Spirit of God 
has been pleased to give of the activity of her 
hands. 

We need to remember that we are surrounded 
by those who are poor and needy ; I am not 
referring only to the temporal necessities of 
people, but to their spiritual needs. God has 
brought us into a wealthy place. He has given 
us to drink deeply of His fulness and to enjoy 
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abundantly the fatness of His house, and we 
do well to consider how far we are using our 
wealth ; how far our hands are stretched out 
to the needy, how far our brethren, that are 
not in the light and joy of the things that have 
been granted to us, are being ministered to ; 
how far the weak ones are being supported, and 
how far these hands are ministering to the neces
sities of those around us. Surely the Lord 
would encourage us to recognise that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive, and we 
have been recipients, in the goodness of God, 
of vast and wondrous wealth spiritually. We 
need to consider that we are left here in order 
that we may be givers, and that we may be 
used in the distribution of that wondrous 
wealth which has been entrusted to us, as 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

Now I would refer, in great simplicity, to 
the highest service that our hands are able 
to engage in, and that is the service of the 
house of God—the inside service—the lifting 
up of HOLY HANDS. You will remember that 
the term occurs in the First Epistle to Timothy, 
which is the epistle written to a young man in 
order that he might be instructed how to behave 
in the house of God. The service of the house 
of God is set out in a beautiful way, and part 
of that service is brought before us in the 
chapter from which we read, where it says, 
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" I exhort therefore, that, first of all, suppli
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men." That is to say, 
there is a continual service of prayer; for 
God's house is a house of prayer. It is one of 
the characteristics of the house of God that 
it is a house of prayer for all nations. " Holy 
hands " is a figurative expression, which signi
fies that in a reverential way we draw near 
to God, and in a priestly way bear up before 
Him that which is of interest to Him and 
should be of concern to us. 

We have been speaking a great deal together 
of the word " consecration " ; I suppose it is 
well known that the word may be translated 
" filling the hands." When a person is con
secrated it is equivalent to saying that his 
hands are filled. What a great privilege it is 
for us to come near to God with our hands 
filled ! What are they filled with ? Busi
ness ? There will not be much offering for 
God in that. But you say, We have to earn 
our living. We do indeed, but that is not the 
primary object for which we are left here. 
The Apostle Paul was earning his living. He 
was making tents in order that he might meet 
his necessities and the necessities of others, 
but that was not the object of his life. And so 
in the house of God holy hands are lifted up, 
consecrated hands, and they come before God, 
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filled with what ? Filled with the fragrance 
of Christ, filled with the acceptability of 
Himself, filled with all that speaks to God of 
Christ. 

One would like to speak for a moment to 
the sisters. There is one peculiar service in 
the house of God that is open to brothers 
and sisters, and that is the service of inter
cession. The audible expression of it is clearly 
connected with the service of brothers, for it 
says " I will, therefore, that men pray." 

But the service of intercession, which 
belongs to the house of God, is open to 
brothers and sisters, and it is indeed a great 
service, and one that even the bed-ridden 
saints are able to carry out in a special way. 
Many occasions of great blessing have been 
traced to the service of intercession going on 
in secret under the eye of God by a bed
ridden sister. It is open to the sisters, in the 
secret of their souls before God, to maintain 
the service of the house of God, the service 
of intercession, and thus to furnish power as 
the result that will be answered to by God in 
distinctive blessing, both to the saints and to 
sinners. 

One would desire that we might, each and 
all, brothers and sisters, be encouraged by the 
thought of this service of intercession and that 
our hands should be filled, consecrated, set 
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apart for the service of God, and not used for 
anything which is unholy and unsuitable. 
They can be filled with that which speaks of 
Christ, and can be presented to God as a sweet 
savour, an offering which is acceptable to 
Him. So the lifting up of holy hands is a matter 
of great encouragement. " Clean hands " can 
be lifted up and God smells the sweet savour 
of Christ. 

In closing I shall refer to one more scripture 
to shew the practical necessity for the working 
out in daily life of these principles : " When 
they [the Pharisees] come from the market, 
except they wash, they eat not." (Mark vii. 4.) 
I remember a remark that a beloved brother, 
who is now with the Lord, made when he was 
speaking of the criticism the Pharisees made 
of the disciples eating bread with unwashed 
hands. He said, " We can go into the markets, 
we can come out and go on with the service of 
God with unwashen hands, if we have kept 
our hands clean in the market." There is 
practical righteousness to be maintained before 
men. We can attend to the daily duties, and 
carry out the tasks that lie before us, in the 
light of the holiness of the house of God. 
It should be a matter of deep concern with us 
that we should maintain clean hands before 
God and before men. Instead of having to be 
engaged with the ceremonial of the ancients 
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we should be free to resort to the presence of 
God as those who have clean hands. 

May we be concerned that, while we are 
left here a few moments, waiting for the Lord 
to come, the light and joy of the truth that 
has been vouchsafed to us may be cherished 
in our hearts and may find outward expression. 
May the Lord grant that we may be deeply 
and prayerfully concerned that our hands, 
consecrated to God, may be engaged in that 
priestly service, offering to God that which 
is so acceptable to Him, the perfection of 
Christ, and labouring in ministry towards the 
saints and towards men, that God may be 
known in all His goodness through the activity 
of our consecrated hands in His service. 



T H E BELIEVER'S WALK. 

(LEV. VIII. 24 ; xiv. 14-17 ; 2 KINGS II. 2, 4, 6, 9 ; 

ISA, LII. 7.) 

W E have been considering together on two 
previous occasions the effect of the application 
of the blood of the ram of consecration first 
upon the ear of believers and then upon the 
thumb of the right hand. I suggest that we 
might now consider the effect of the appli
cation of that blood to the great toe of the right 
foot of believers ; so that we might be before 
God to face in all its seriousness, and yet in 
all its preciousness, the question of walking 
with God. 

There is a time when, through the grace of 
God, our feet are set upon the heavenly path. 
There will be a moment when our earthly 
path will close, and we shall enter into the 
Father's house to walk before Him in all the 
light of His love and glory for ever. But we 
are, and we need to be, deeply concerned as 
to the character of our walk while we are left 
down here waiting for the Lord to come ; and 
we do well to face the heart-searching character 
of the thought that is presented to us in these 
scriptures. 
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The thought of walking is a very compre
hensive one, and suggests the character of 
the whole course of the believer, from the 
moment he is converted until he finishes his 
course. In scripture believers are viewed in 
various characters. They may be viewed as 
priests, as in Leviticus viii. ; as lepers cleansed 
by the application of the blood, as in Lev-iticus 
xiv. ; as servants, as in the case of Elisha ; 
or as messengers of God, as suggested to us in 
Isaiah lii. But in whatever aspect the saints 
may be regarded, there is a walk connected 
with that character, and we need to see to it 
that our walk will stand the test of the light 
of God. 

The introduction of the thought of practical 
walk in scripture is a very beautiful one. The 
first mention, so far as a saint of God is con
cerned, is the case of Enoch. You will re
member his history, told in few words and 
yet with such power and meaning. It says 
that when Enoch was sixty-five years of age 
he begat Methuselah, and that after the 
birth of Methuselah he walked with God for 
three hundred years. It was just one long 
life of communion with God. It was not a 
life where he separated himself from his 
fellow-men. There is evidence that he lived 
the ordinary family life of a man on earth, 
for it says, " he begat sons and daughters," 
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but the character of that life was such that 
God could record it as having been walked 
with Him. Could there be a more beautiful 
way of spending our lives here ? Could there 
be a more telling record, to perpetuate the 
memory of a life, than to say " he walked 
with God " ? So pleasurable was that walk to 
God that at the end of three hundred years it is 
recorded that " he was not, for God took 
him." This was the expression of divine 
approval upon that walk. 

We do not know how Enoch lived the first 
sixty-five years, for scripture is silent as to 
that, but it is evident that a crisis arose in his 
life, and that God came into it. A transfor
mation took place, for doubtless God used His 
own goodness in giving him a son, to move that 
man's heart to Himself, and from henceforth 
his life was characteristically a walk with God. 
In that far-off day the tests were probably 
even greater than they are to-day. There 
is not much recorded about the antediluvian 
world, but what is recorded shews that the 
conditions of life must have been appalling, 
for evil, corruption, and violence reached their 
height. Yet, in the midst of a scene of apostasy 
and departure from God, there was one man 
of whom it could be said, " He walked with 
God." 

I would speak for the encouragement of our 
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young friends who are just launching out on 
the sea of life, taking up their own responsi
bilities, choosing their own path, deciding for 
themselves what they shall do and where they 
shall go. What could be better than that 
God in His goodness should so touch your 
heart that from to-night onwards your life 
might be a walk with God ? Could any life 
yield more blessed results, more profound joy, 
or is there anything to be compared with a life 
walked with God ? A life where God is known 
and loved, over which the gracious and 
wondrous influence of God sheds its own 
power, is most blessed, and as day by day it 
is lived under the eye of God there is that 
going up to God which He can approve ; or 
to put it in New Testament language, it is to 
" walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work and in
creasing in the knowledge of God." 

May we suggest it to one another by way of 
encouragement, that there is open to each 
of us, young and old alike, for the rest of our 
time here, a pathway through this world 
which can be described as " walking with 
God." The approval of God upon Enoch's 
walk has been recorded that we may be en
couraged thereby, so that in view of the day 
when we shall be translated, we may be living 
a life that is pleasurable to God. When the 
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moment comes in the divine ordering, that the 
mighty shout is heard and the saints of God 
are caught up to be for ever with the Lord, 
it will simply be a transference from a life 
walked with God down here on earth, into 
that scene where we shall walk in all the sun
shine of His love for ever. 

The thought of walking with God, as indi
cated by the first reference to it, gives the 
character of the walk of the saints. 

Now to come to Leviticus viii. We were 
speaking together last week of the application 
of the blood of the ram of consecration, which 
is of the utmost interest and of immense im
portance. Every one who has received the Holy 
Spirit of God, who is really a child of God, 
is looked upon by God as one of that com
pany which is typified by the sons of Aaron. 
It is not a question of deciding to choose a 
consecrated pa th ; it is not a question of 
saying " I will go in for it," or " I will not," 
but that God is looking on His beloved people 
here on earth from that standpoint, and He 
sees them as a family of sons. He regards them 
as those who are linked in life with His beloved 
Son ; He looks upon them as those to whom 
the blood of the ram of consecration has been 
applied, and who have been anointed with 
the holy oil. 
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Dear young believer, God thus regards you, 
you are holy, set apart for Him and for His 
pleasure. The application of that holy blood, 
setting forth the devotion of Christ as a blessed 
Man here under the eye of God, has in the 
divine mind been applied to the whole company, 
of which you form a part. In one sense it is 
not optional to you whether you should take that 
path of consecration ; it is not exactly that you 
reach a moment when you suddenly decide to 
be consecrated to the Lord ; but the Holy 
Spirit of God would call your attention to the 
solemn though blessed fact, that in the mind of 
God the saints of God (believers, Christians, 
those who have been sealed and anointed by the 
Holy Spirit of God) are already set apart for 
God. They are holy ; they do belong to God ; 
they are a holy priesthood ; they do already 
form that company who are the antitype of the 
sons of Aaron. They have the holy privilege 
of drawing near to God ; and in view of that, 
how serious it is if we are ignoring the fact 
that we have been set apart, and consecrated, 
and anointed. It is not a matter that we should 
treat lightly, and say, " I am not prepared to 
take that path, and I am not prepared to regard 
myself as consecrated." God would awaken 
every true believer to the fact that, having 
reached out to them in mercy and grace, 
having sealed them by His Holy Spirit and 
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anointed them with the holy oil, He would 
awaken in their souls those holy desires which 
would answer to that which God has already 
wrought. 

It is a serious matter indeed for one who 
has been anointed by the Holy Spirit of God 
to be treading an unholy path ; for an ear 
that has received that holy blood of consecra
tion to be listening to that which is defiling 
and corrupting ; for a hand which has been 
sprinkled with the blood of the ram of conse
cration, to be used for that which is incon
sistent with that holy One with whom they 
have been linked, and whose followers they are. 
It is a serious matter too that our feet, having 
been sprinkled by that holy blood, should 
take a course which is inconsistent with that 
anointing which has marked us out as being 
set apart for God and for His pleasure. 

We desire to face these things in the light 
of God and in the fear of God, and also to 
see their preciousness. What is pleasurable 
to God is this, that those He has set apart 
for Himself should be awakened in their souls' 
desires to answer to their holy calling. What 
does He say ? " Wherefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling." We are 
that now ; but how far are we answering to 
it ? May none go away from this meeting with 
the idea that if they choose, they can pursue 
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a path in this world of iniquity and sin which 
is contrary to God ; that if they choose, they 
need not be concerned as to what they hear ; 
that they need not be so careful as to their 
associations and what they put their hand to. 
May we be awakened by the sense of the holy 
love of God, and the fact that God has given 
us His Holy Spirit that we may answer hence
forth to the fact that in the mind and thought 
of God we are holy unto Himself. 

I refer to that scripture in Leviticus xiv. 
for the sake of those who perhaps have been 
recently converted, and have just started on 
the christian path. The thought is very similar 
in the way in which the blood was applied. 
You will notice the similarity of Leviticus 
xiv. 14 and chapter viii. 24, though each has 
a distinct setting. In each case the blood 
was applied to the ear, the thumb, and the 
great toe of the right foot; but in chapter 
xiv. it was a question of cleansing a leper. 
The leper was covered (in the mind and eye 
of God) by the application of the blood, not 
of the ram of consecration, but the blood of 
the trespass offering. That aspect of the death 
of Christ had met the leper's sinfulness and 
sinful condition, and as God looked down 
upon that man He saw him covered by the 
precious blood, and could continue to look 
upon him. But upon the blood was put the 
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holy oil. How encouraging that is ! That 
leper is typical of a believer, just brought 
into the light, who has received the forgive
ness of sins and is entering into the enjoy
ment of it. The blood of the trespass offering 
being put upon the ear, and upon the thumb, 
and upon the great toe of the right foot, has 
been the basis upon which the holy anointing 
oil could be put upon him. 

I can understand a man who has not the 
light of it saying, " Do you mean to say you 
are going to put holy oil upon that man who 
has been an unclean leper ? How can it be ? 
Do you know that man's past life ? He is a 
sinner ; a known, open sinner. He has lived 
an unclean life." The answer to that is that 
underneath the oil is the blood of the tres
pass offering ; in the mind and under the eye 
of God that man has gone out of sight in the 
death of Christ. The blood has been applied ; 
the man has gone in death ; and now to that 
very same person the holy oil can be applied. 

One might say to him, " But yesterday you 
were an unclean, unholy man." " Yes," he 
could reply, " but I have received the for
giveness of my sins ; all that I am as after the 
flesh has been condemned in the death of 
Jesus ; and God no longer looks upon me 
as a guilty child of Adam. I am covered by 
that precious blood. God has given me His 
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Holy Spirit, and now I step forward in life 
covered by that precious blood. All my sinful 
condition has been met in the death of Christ, 
and having received the Holy Spirit of God, 
I can step out into a new life, to walk with 
God." 

What a wonderful thing Christianity i s ! 
Our past life is completely blotted ou t ; the 
man that committed all the sins is gone from 
the eye of God in the death of Jesus ; and 
yet that same person stepping forward in life, 
and anointed by the Holy Spirit of God, can 
walk in newness of life. 

I refer to that to shew how completely 
the death of Christ for us, and the work of 
God in us by His Holy Spirit, have met 
every possible condition of need that can arise 
in our moral history here. We are thus enabled 
to step forward on this walk with God, con
scious that, on His side, every question has 
been settled and we have been anointed with 
the holy oil—the Holy Spirit of God has 
sealed us. 

A word comes before me from the very 
epistle that brings to light the greatest and 
most wonderful privileges connected with pur
pose and counsel : " Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." (Eph. iv. 30.) What 
does that mean ? It means that we have been 
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anointed with the holy oil, whether we have 
awakened to it or not, whether we have an
swered to it or not. As true believers in the 
Lord Jesus, may it be greatly impressed upon 
our hearts that as God looks down upon us 
He sees us no longer as guilty sons of Adam, 
but as those who have received His Holy Spirit, 
and who are set apart for His pleasure, holy 
unto the Lord. We need that our affections 
should be stirred, for many of us have to 
acknowledge that since we were first brought 
into the light, we have often failed to answer 
to our anointing. 

The Lord would encourage us, for no failure 
in the past on our part has changed Him one 
whi t ; nor has our failure altered the divine 
mind. Our God would teach us that there 
is a way of holiness, a path of fidelity, a way 
through this world where we can walk with 
Him. It is open to all who love the Lord 
Jesus, to live a life for God, holy unto the 
Lord. 

Now let us consider a thought in relation 
to the priests ; I do not desire to approach 
this from a doctrinal standpoint, but from the 
practical side. How encouraging it is that the 
sons of Aaron typify the whole church. It 
is not that some are priests, or that some are 
clergy and others laity ; we are all priests— 
a holy priesthood. The young believer who 
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has only just received the Holy Spirit of God 
is privileged to draw near to God as a priest. 
He or she can take his or her place with those 
who are of the priestly family, and in the 
joy of access can draw near to God in holy 
worship or intercession. It is not that some 
of us have to stand at a distance while others 
draw near on our behalf, but " through him 
we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father." 

How blessed is our priesthood, how wonderful 
the privilege that enables us to draw near to 
God ! Has it ever been a matter of desire 
and concern with you that you should draw 
near to God ? Do not be content with the 
fact that your sins are forgiven, or that you 
are going to heaven when the Lord comes ; 
but here and now take your place in holy 
fellowship with those who have like privi
leges with yourself, who know what it is to 
draw near to God as holy priests. It is our 
privilege, with feet consecrated by the appli
cation of that blood, and anointed with the 
holy anointing oil, to walk in the holy place 
before God. " Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest . . . let us 
draw near." If your feet have been anointed 
with the blood and with the holy oil, why 
should you remain at a distance ? The blessed 
God has desired that all distance should be 
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removed. He has put His people on to this 
wonderful platform as associated with Christ 
in glory, of being priests before Him and of 
having the privilege of drawing near to Him. 

Thus, while Enoch sets forth the walk of 
the saints in communion with God, the holy 
feet of Leviticus viii. suggest to us the walk 
of the priests, privileged to draw near to God 
in holy worship. 

Now in the case of Elisha we have a further 
development of the thought of walk. I can 
quite understand some saying, " But we have 
a practical life to live, for there is the thought 
of service while we are here, and there are 
privileges connected with service during our 
sojourn here on earth that we shall never have 
again through all eternity." I wonder whether 
each one has awakened to this fact, that the 
few moments that are left to us before the 
Lord comes, furnish a special opportunity for 
us to be engaged in that peculiar character of 
service that will never be repeated. Elisha 
awakened to that. He was a young man, and 
while he was ploughing with twelve yoke of 
oxen before him and he with the twelfth, 
Elijah the prophet of God drew near to him 
and threw his mantle over him. I believe 
the Lord Jesus would do that to some young 
man or woman here. He would bring such 
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under the power of His own influence, that 
their hearts might be stirred to say in the 
secret of their souls, " Lord, I would follow 
Thee." They would begin a walk to-night 
that would continue—a walk of faithful, devoted 
service to the One who has called them. 

It is always encouraging to notice that Elisha 
began his career as a servant by pouring water 
upon the hands of Elijah. It was a most menial 
service, usually done by a slave. If we would 
desire to serve the Lord, to walk the path of 
service here on earth, it is open to each one of 
us, but we should be prepared in true hu
mility of mind, in true affection for Christ, 
to do the most menial act of service. It is 
always encouraging to see a young believer 
ready to do the most trivial things, to shew 
affection for the saints of God. 

Those little, obscure services that are ren
dered one to another are exceedingly precious 
in the eye of God ; so much that the Lord 
Jesus said, " Whosoever shall give you a cup 
of water to drink in my name, because ye 
belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he 
shall not lose his reward." The Lord would 
mark with His own approval and encouragement 
the simplest and. most ordinary act of service 
that could be rendered from one saint to an
other. He notes, dear young believer, those 
little movements of yours towards your bre-
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thren. He sees that if you cannot do some 
great thing, you are ready to do some small 
thing, and He would encourage you, by that 
means, to continue your walk of service. 

In 2 Kings ii. Elisha was so attached to his 
master, he loved him so, and was so devoted 
to him, that service was not a series of irksome 
tasks. When he was tested three times he 
answered each time to the test. When Elijah 
said, " Tarry here, I pray thee," all the affec
tion of Elisha was in activity, and he said, 
" As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not leave thee." The Lord is looking 
out for young men and women to-day who 
are marked by that spirit. 

The enemy would seek to crush and to stamp 
out every spark of affection and desire after 
Christ, but there it is, implanted by the Holy 
Spirit of God, the product of His own love. 
In the secret heart of every true believer there 
is a longing to serve the Lord. It is one of the 
instincts of a true saint of God. The enemy 
would endeavour to crush and hinder it, 
saying, " You are no good, you are not gifted ; 
there are plenty of people to do it, go on and 
forget all these things and make the best of 
your life " ; but all the time the Lord Jesus 
Christ is stirring up the affections. You may 
be tested, but if there is true affection, you 
rise to the test as Elisha did, and say, " As 
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the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not leave thee." 

" And they two went on." They went from 
Gilgal, the place where the flesh was cut off, 
where there was nothing allowed to remain 
that was contrary to God, and everything was 
condemned in the light of the death of Christ, 
where man had no place at all, and human 
pride could not lift up its head, where man 
could not boast of his greatness or of his ser
vice—they went from Gilgal to Bethel, and 
the servant in true fidelity followed his master. 
Again the test came, and the master said, 
" Tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jericho," the place of a curse. 
Elisha's affections are stirred, and in true 
fidelity he again says, " As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." 
So they came to Jericho. Are you prepared 
to follow the Lord Jesus in this place of the 
curse, where the world hates Him, and where 
they will hate you because they hate Him ? 
Are you prepared to follow Him in rejection 
and shame here, and say in true affection, 
" As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not leave thee " ? 

And then Elijah said, " Tarry, I pray thee, 
here ; for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan "— 
the place of death ! How that would test us ; 
I feel I cannot say much of this, but I would 
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suggest it for the searching of our hearts. 
Our Master says, I have been to death, I have 
gone through death right into the glory, and 
My servants may follow Me that way. Are we 
prepared in true affection for Him to say, in 
view of the Jordan, " As the Lord liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee " ? 
And can it be said of us, " And they two 
went on " ? Are we prepared to follow Him 
in spirit through death out of this scene, to 
the resurrection side ? Are we prepared to 
look on Him as He has gone up into glory 
our eyes beholding the One whom we love 
and desire to serve ? Can we make the same 
request that Elisha made to Elijah when he 
said, " Let a double portion of thy spirit be 
upon me " ? He asked that because he wanted 
to go back into the world, where his master 
had been, to walk in fidelity in the very place 
which his master had left. He desired the 
character and spirit of his master to be set 
forth in the world out of which he had gone, 
and as Elisha saw him go up his request was 
granted, and they said of him, " The spirit 
of Elijah doth rest upon Elisha." 

Does it not thrill our hearts, beloved brethren, 
that to us is granted the privilege and joy 
(though it may involve suffering and reproach) 
of following the footsteps of our beloved 
Master ? He has gone from this world, bu 
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has left in it footsteps in which we can tread, 
so that it may be said in some measure, The 
Spirit of Christ doth rest upon them ? What 
a testimony for God, what results for God, 
what a service of ministry ! What a walk was 
the walk of Elisha in the spirit of his master ! 
In devoted affection that servant lived his 
life under the eye of God—a servant of grace—• 
and this walk of the servant is open to us. 

In Isaiah Hi. we hear the prophet bursting 
out in a note of joy as he was able to review 
prophetically the walk of Jesus. What did he 
say ? " How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace." Let me make a prac
tical suggestion to you ; if you have never 
considered it, dear young believer, I would 
encourage you to follow those beautiful steps. 
If there is one section of the scriptures that 
would bow our hearts in holy adoration and 
admiration for our Lord Jesus, it is the gospels. 
Read the four gospels carefully and prayer
fully, follow in detail the perfect pathway 
of that blessed Man as He trod this world 
here for God and for His pleasure. He brought 
" glad tidings of good " to men, and " went 
about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was with 
him " ; His every footstep was a delight to 
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heaven, so delightful that heaven itself opened 
upon Him, and the Father's voice was heard 
saying, " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased." Have you ever admired 
the footsteps of Jesus ? Have you ever taken 
the gospels and let your soul enjoy the pre-
ciousness, the fulness and tenderness of the 
grace that marked Him in His every foot
step ? 

The greatest study that our minds could 
be engaged with is that of the beauty of Christ ; 
there is nothing like it in the whole universe. 
There are all kinds of subjects open to us to 
study, but if you want a theme to study which 
is going to thrill your heart, fashion your life, 
and be an incentive for you to follow in His 
steps, study prayerfully and carefully, as before 
God, the footsteps of Jesus as a lowly Man 
here. There is no record on earth to be com
pared to it. If we are ignorant of it, we have 
missed the purest and the best engagement 
for our minds. With your sanctified, consecrated 
and anointed ear, let the voice of the Holy 
Spirit of God speak to you through the pages 
of the gospels of the beauty, grace, precious-
ness, and lowliness of Jesus, the One who 
came here bringing good tidings of good. 
And as you listen your soul will be moved, 
and you will say, " Is it not possible for me 
in my measure, to be a bearer of good tidings ? " 
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There is a scriptural answer to that ques
tion. Are we to look upon Jesus and His path
way here in relation to His perfect service, to 
His character as the bearer of glad tidings, 
as that which cannot be followed ? The answer 
is this, " How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things ! " (Rom. x. 15.) Notice 
the alteration in one word, for it says, " How 
beautiful are the feet of them." What perfec
tion there is in the scripture, for the Spirit of 
God quoting the Old Testament scripture, 
which has direct and special reference to Jesus, 
alters it into the plural. We are profoundly 
thankful for that alteration. There is a divine 
touch of skill in that, for it brings home to 
our hearts that, although not in the same 
measure, yet in the same character and after 
the same order, those who are left here to 
follow our blessed Lord Jesus have the won
drous privilege of being preachers of the gospel 
of peace. As bearers of glad tidings of good 
things, we may be pursuing the same line of 
blessed service that He fulfilled so perfectly. 

The Lord would encourage us to be preachers 
of the gospel of peace. But perhaps the young 
sisters might ask, How can we be preachers? 
It is well to ask that question, for the world 
around, those in your office, those in your 
home and those whom you come in contact 
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with, are watching you daily to see whether 
your profession of Christianity is real. They 
will form their conclusions as the result of 
your lives. You are preaching by your life, 
by your lips, by the spirit that marks you in 
many unconscious ways. You are preaching 
thus to those around you. Are you telling them 
that the gospel is a splendid reality, great enough 
to make you happy without all the amusements 
of the world that they cannot do without; 
great enough to bring your feet into a holy, 
happy path where you find that which makes 
your life worth living ? or are you preaching 
to them that Christianity is only a profession, 
that there is not anything real enough in it 
to make you satisfied without having to tap 
the same polluted springs that they are tapping, 
and drink of the same polluted waters of 
which they are drinking ? 

May we be awakened to the seriousness of 
this, that while on the one hand there is open 
to us the grand privilege of being preachers of 
the gospel of peace, bearers of glad tidings of 
good things, there is also the serious possi
bility of giving a false character to Christianity. 
We may give a wrong impression of God which 
is not consistent with the blessed revelation 
of Himself in Christ. We are indeed preachers, 
but are we bearers of good tidings of good 
things, or are we giving a wrong impression 
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of those holy things of which we have made 
profession ? 

Now, in pursuing the thought of walk, 
I would add one word of encouragement to 
those who feel the peculiar difficulties con
nected with the walk of fidelity here for 
Christ. 

As John the Baptist was standing one day, 
he saw a blessed Person drawing near to him, 
and, as he looked, his whole soul was filled with 
the impression that his eyes were resting upon 
the One who was the Lamb of God. Out of 
a heart divinely moved, and under the influence 
of the Son of God, his whole soul going out 
in holy adoration of that blessed Person, 
looking on Jesus as He walked, he breathed 
just five words, " Behold the Lamb of God ! " 
and two disciples heard him speak and they 
followed Jesus. 

They were not told to follow Him, it was 
not a matter of obligation, it was not that they 
came to the conclusion that it was the right 
and proper thing to do ; they were instinctively 
drawn by the influence and wonder of that 
blessed Person ; their hearts went out to Him 
and their feet followed their hearts. That is 
the way it works in practical life. If Christ 
is a living reality to us, if our hearts are im
pressed by His own wondrous love, it will 
be a very simple matter to find our feet in the 
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path that is pleasurable to God. We shall 
secure the greatest thing we could desire, the 
approval of God Himself, both in the path 
of communion with Him, and in the path of 
service to Christ down here on earth, which 
He has marked out for us. 

You will remember the word of encourage
ment that the Lord gave to the overcomer in 
Sardis. He says, " Thou hast a few names 
even in Sardis which have not defiled their 
garments ; and they shall walk with me in 
white ; for they are worthy." Would you not 
like to be found with those few ? Do you 
sometimes get discouraged, dear young believer, 
as you look abroad on the vast world, and on 
Christendom with all its confusion ; do you 
say, " But there seem to be so few who really 
follow the Lord " ? Take courage, do not de
spise the day of small things. Remember the 
Lord has said that there are a few in Sardis who 
have not defiled their garments. His eye noted 
those. Would you not like to be one of them, 
to secure the Lord's approval, to find the path 
of purity, in which you can walk without de
filing your garments ? Would you not like to 
be true to the Lord at all costs ? Do you say, 
" I should not be so useful if I were true " ? 
Still, you had better be true, for what the Lord 
valued was undefiled garments ; He will take 
care of the question of usefulness, you have to 
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take care of your garments. He said, " They 
shall walk with me in white ; for they are 
worthy." I do not know any promise that would 
inspire us with so much encouragement as 
that. 

You say, " I am called to walk a path in this 
world that will.test me to the utmost. I am 
called to walk a path where there may be few, 
where I shall be despised, and where 1 shall 
miss perhaps some of the advantages and posi
tions that a man of the world could gain ! " 
But what will be yours ? You will gain the 
smile of Christ ; you will gain His approval, 
the sense of what it is to have walked with 
Him. The moment will come, too, when 
He will give that shout, and you will be caught 
up to be with Him, and you will be able to 
look up into His face with joy. " They shall 
walk with me in white ; for they are worthy." 

Think of the joy of it ! In all the sweetness 
of the Lord's own words to our hearts, it is a 
word of distinct encouragement. There is a 
path of holiness through this world, there are 
those who have not defiled their garments, to 
whom the blood and the holy anointing oil 
have been applied. God has His people here, 
and there are those who, walking with undefiled 
garments in the path that the Lord Jesus has 
marked out for them, secure His approval, 
and I trust I can speak for every heart here 



7 0 " A LIVING SACRIFICE." 

when I say our earnest desire is to be found 
among that company. 

May the Lord grant it, for His name's sake. 

" There in effulgence bright, 
Saviour and Guide, with Thee 

I'll walk, and in Thy heavenly light 
Whiter my robe shall be. 

There in th ' unsullied way 
Which His own hand hath dressed 

My feet press on where brightest day 
Shines forth on all the rest. 



T H E BELIEVER'S SPIRIT. 

( L U K E IX. 55; XXII. 24-27; GAL. IV. 4-6.) 

W E have considered together a few simple 
thoughts connected with the ear, the hands, 
and the feet of the believer, and I desire grace 
to follow with a few remarks connected with 
the spirit of the believer. The thought which 
is presented to us in these scriptures, is sug
gested by the expression, " Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of." It is not exactly 
the spirit of the believer as in the scripture 
Vfb.er«. reference is Tsva.de. to ttve. " spvrit, soul 
and b o d y " being preserved, but rather the 
manner of spirit that marks us. Our influence 
over each other for good, and ability to be here 
for God, is measured by how much we are 
able to exercise the true spirit of Christ. To 
make it simple we might consider the thoughts 
of the shepherd spirit, the servant spirit and 
the spirit of sonship; whether these three 
features mark us in our spirits actually is a 
matter for deep concern. 

We have sung together, doubtless as the 
expression of real spiritual desires, 

" We wonder a t Thy lowly mind 
And fain would like Thee be ," 

Tsva.de
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for we have felt how marvellously His Spirit 
contrasts with the spirit of the world around. 

We have all moved enough in the world to 
know the spirit of i t ; it is a proud, selfish 
spirit, a spirit of jealousy, envy and hatred. 
We find ourselves in the world, surrounded 
by ungodly men, often in an atmosphere 
that weighs upon us heavily. We know what 
this spirit of the world is, where every man 
is for himself, seeking to take advantage of 
his neighbour. How entirely and absolutely 
it is in contrast to the spirit of Christ. No 
wonder that we find the world a cold, hard 
place ; no wonder the true believer can never 
find his home in this " present evil world." 
The spirit of it is all wrong ! 

Now the Lord would greatly exercise us, 
perhaps even rebuke us, as He did His dis
ciples in Luke ix. 55, but at the same time 
He would encourage us, that there should be 
manifested in us who are followers of Him 
the exact converse of the spirit of this world. 

Is the world selfish ? Then the followers 
of Christ would desire to be marked by an 
unselfish spirit, for " even Christ pleased not 
himself." Is the world seeking to add always 
to its own wealth ? Then believers would 
desire to be seeking to promote each other's 
good and gain ; seeking not our own but that 
which shall be for the welfare of others. Is the 



THE BELIEVER'S SPIRIT. 7 3 

spirit of the world marked by pride ? Then 
the believer would seek to be marked by low
liness, grace and humility. Is the spirit of the 
world envious and full of jealousy ? Then 
the believer would desire to be ever seeking 
to promote that which shall not be for his own 
glory but for the glory of God. Thus we are 
left here to be followers of Jesus. I would 
ask, are we " followers " in the full sense of 
the word ? I do not say we are not, but it is 
well that we should be seriously concerned to 
be really followers of Jesus, 

A disciple is one who has imbibed the spirit 
of his master. If you study a disciple you will 
find that unconsciously he reveals the char
acteristics, the ways, the spirit of his master. 
Now to be justly described as disciples of Jesus, 
there must be something of the spirit of that 
blessed One about us, and that is where we 
find our measure is so small. We would be 
simple and real about i t ; we would be prepared 
under the influence of the grace of Christ, 
to weigh up in His presence how much we 
know of what manner of spirit we are. 

James and John were very indignant, right
eously indignant, with those Samaritans in 
that village ; I think we should have been the 
same. They had been sent with their hearts 
aglow with love to Christ; they had been sent 
forward as forerunners, to prepare the way 
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for the One they loved. They honoured Him, 
followed Him, and loved Him. They felt 
nothing was too good for their beloved Master, 
and they went to this village of the Samaritans 
" to make ready for him," and in their zeal 
and their love for Christ they went expecting 
that they would find the same kind of spirit 
in that village that marked themselves. To 
their disappointment they found that the 
villagers were not ready to receive Him because 
His face was as though He would go to Jeru
salem ; He was pursuing the path of the will 
of God, and the natural man understands not 
the things that are of God. He hates Christ. 
The natural heart is enmity against God. 

So when the two disciples entered the village 
and found the villagers would not receive 
Him, they were indignant—as we should say, 
righteously indignant, and they cited a scrip
ture to support their attitude. They went 
back to the Lord full of indignation, and 
would have condemned those villagers. They 
said, " Lord, wilt thou that we command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume them, 
even as Elias did ? " giving chapter and verse 
for their request. But there was one thing 
missing; they were perfectly right to be 
indignant that their beloved Lord should be 
so despised, but they had overlooked the spirit 
of their Master. He had come, not to destroy 
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men's lives, but to save them ; and He rebuked 
them. " As many as I love I rebuke and dis
cipline." It was love that caused Him to 
rebuke them. He knew they loved Him— 
He cherished that, and valued it. He rebuked 
them, not because of their indignation at the 
refusal of the Samaritans to receive Him, but 
because they had not the spirit of their Master. 

How it searches us ; shall we face the search
ing in seriousness together ? We may be very 
scriptural, and I trust we are, one would never 
make light of being scriptural ; we may come 
together on perfectly sound lines, assured that 
we have chapter and verse for everything we 
do and say ; but the searching question with 
each one who professes to follow Jesus is, 
Have I the spirit of my Master ? Do I set 
forth the traits of Christ—the forbearance, 
the forgiveness that marked Him ? There is 
nothing that searches us more than a test 
which calls for the spirit of forgiveness. When 
some brother or sister commits an overt act 
which specially touches our own feelings, 
then we are tested as to whether we are pre
pared to move toward them in the spirit of 
the One whom we profess to follow—in the 
spirit of forgiveness. 

And so the Lord rebuked them, very tenderly 
and very graciously, as He said, " Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of," and they went 
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to another village. He perfectly justified the 
indignation of those disciples, for it was far 
worse for those Samaritans that the blessed 
Christ of God should pass by them, than 
even that fire should have come down out of 
heaven and destroyed them. If there is one 
here despising the Lord Jesus, not prepared 
to receive Him, but going on in his own way, 
in his own circle of interests, there is nothing 
worse could happen than that Jesus should 
pass you by. He would send His messengers 
to-day before His face to prepare His way 
that in your heart there might be room for 
Him ; that in your circle of interest, in your 
little life, there might be a place for the Christ 
of God. If you refuse Him, we would desire 
the grace of His spirit, not to call fire from 
heaven to destroy you, but to warn you that 
there is a serious possibility of Him passing 
by to another village, and leaving you without 
Him—Christless and void—empty, hungry, 
and thirsting. For you will miss Him when 
it is too late to receive Him. Is there one 
here prepared to go on without Christ ? May 
I urge you not to miss this great opportunity. 
He sends His messengers before His face to 
prepare His way to come to you, and if you 
will but open your heart and your life to Him, 
He will come and take possession of you for 
your present and eternal blessing. 
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There is no happier life on earth than to have 
Jesus as the centre and object; there is no 
greater incentive to live than to live to God ; 
there is no wider ambition open to you than to 
desire that Christ may be magnified in your 
body—whether it be by life or by death. And 
He would present Himself to you to take posses
sion of you, to come into your heart, your home, 
your life, your business; to come into the 
circle of your interests, and command your 
mind, your hands, your feet and govern your 
spirit, that you may be His and His alone. 
What could be better ? But, beware ! He was 
on His last journey in Luke ix. ; He never 
passed that way again, He was going up to 
Jerusalem to die, and He never returned. 
" They did not receive him," so He passed 
by and went to another village, and they were 
left without Him for ever ! 

Now, to revert to those who have received 
Him, who have welcomed and love Him, 
and have taken His precious name upon their 
lips, making room for Him in their hearts, 
I would say, let us pray earnestly and with 
deep desire to be marked in ever-increasing 
measure by His spirit. It will tell in the world 
around, because it is so different from the spirit 
of the world. The man who is antagonistic 
to Christ will say, " There is something in 
Christianity if it makes such a difference to 
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a man as that." They cannot understand the 
spirit of mutual love, the desire for others' 
wealth and blessing, the readiness to stand 
back and make room for others, the desire ever 
to seek to shew, not the spirit of the world 
but the spirit of Christ. They cannot under
stand it, but deep down in their hearts they 
feel the power of it, and if there is anything 
that will touch a heart for Christ it is the 
manifestation of the spirit of Christ. It will 
bring out, on the one hand all the animosity 
and hatred that was brought out against Him, 
but it will bring out on the other hand the 
most definite results for Christ; men and 
women will be won for God by a manifesta
tion of the spirit of Jesus. 

I turn now to the thought of the shepherd 
spirit. In the Book of Ezekiel the Lord says 
to the shepherds of Israel : " The diseased 
have ye not strengthened, neither have ye 
healed that which was sick, neither have ye 
bound up that which was broken, neither 
have ye brought again that which was driven 
away, neither have ye sought that which 
was lost ; but with force and with cruelty 
ye have ruled them." (Ezek. xxxiv. 4.) I read 
that verse by way of contrast, for there God 
is judging the false shepherds of Israel, and 
in His judgments He indicates the true spirit 
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of a shepherd. I t is one of the ways of God 
with His people to teach us by contrast; for 
instance, we learn to value light the more 
when we understand the terror of darkness ; 
we appreciate love more when we have felt 
the spirit of hatred. 

Thus the study of the characteristics of the 
false shepherds of Israel brings to light God's 
ideal Shepherd—of course referring to the 
Lord Jesus. If we read that verse conversely, 
we find that a true shepherd would strengthen, 
he would heal that which is sick, he would 
bind up that which is broken, he would bring 
again that which is driven away, he would 
seek that which was lost, and with gentleness 
and with tenderness would he rule them. 
The Lord Jesus was the good Shepherd, He 
gave His life for the sheep ; the character 
of His spirit was such that He said, I am 
prepared to make the greatest sacrifice it is 
possible to make—to lay down My life for the 
sheep. That was the shepherd spirit, which 
was prepared to sacrifice all that He had for 
the sake of the sheep. 

" His love to the utmost was tried, 
But firmly endured as a rock." 

As we move about, whether among those who 
love Him or among those who do not, it is 
open to each of us who are His to manifest 
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the shepherd spirit. If we come across a sin-
sick soul, then we would desire that that one 
might be healed. If we find one that needs 
binding up—a broken heart—one who is 
bowed down with grief and sorrow, the shep
herd spirit would seek to bind up the broken
hearted. If we find one who has been driven 
away, perhaps a child of christian parents, who 
by some means or other has been stumbled, or 
perhaps in self-will has chosen the path away 
from God, we would seek to bring again that 
which was driven away. If we see one who 
is lost, who has surrendered to the forces of 
evil and like a stranded wreck is just waiting 
for death, we seek that one for Him. There 
are many cases like tha t ; men and women 
who have lived in sin and are reaping in their 
bodies what they have sown. We would seek 
that Christ might save such and bless them, 
and bring them home to God, for " He came 
to seek and to save that which was lost." And 
are we prepared, not with " force and cruelty," 
but with tenderness and grace, to seek to exer
cise an oversight over those who need control ? 
The shepherd spirit would shew the tenderness 
and grace of Christ to the little ones, and the 
feeble ones. How these things search us, 
yet how profitable that we should be searched 
as to how far we are able to exercise the shep
herd spirit towards one another ! 
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Think, for instance, of the children we 
come in contact with. Do they find the spirit 
of the good Shepherd in those of us who 
profess His name ? What an opportunity for 
them to get a right impression of the good 
Shepherd, as His spirit is reflected in those 
who follow Him. All these things are open to 
us in a very great measure. If we only knew 
Him better, loved Him more, and kept nearer 
to Him, we should imbibe His spirit. 

In considering the servant spirit, we delight 
in the incident recorded in Luke xxii., for 
there is something exceedingly touching about 
it. They had just broken bread together on 
the occasion of the institution of the Lord's 
supper. We should have thought that the 
effect of being present on that memorable 
occasion would have subdued their spirits in 
the presence of His wonderful love. Instead 
of that we find immediately afterwards, a dis
pute arises among them. When He was just 
about to go to the cross to die for them, when 
His own spirit was moved to the utmost depths 
in His tender love to lay down His life for 
them, at that moment they were engaged in 
a dispute as to which of them should be greatest. 
Are we marvelling at it, or do we know our 
own hearts well enough to say, That is exactly 
what I have found in my own heart ? After 
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the most touching expression of the Lord's 
love to us, we have found that some snare 
has caught us, discovering to us that the most 
remarkable occasion of spiritual joy has not 
safeguarded us against the spirit of the flesh. 
What does He do ? He very tenderly rebukes 
them. 

It would be an interesting study to go over 
the rebukes that the Lord in His love adminis
tered to His disciples. It would give us an 
insight into the tender grace of Christ, for 
though He rebukes them we have to say, in 
the words of the proverb, " Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend." He never discouraged 
them ; they clung to Him the more after a 
rebuke than they had ever done before ; they 
loved Him more after He had rebuked them 
than before they had received the rebuke. 

Thus, on this occasion, while they were 
disputing which of them should be the greatest, 
He presents Himself to them in all the wonder 
of His servant character. It is the more in
teresting that it should come in the Gospel 
of Luke. One could have understood it perhaps 
if it had arisen in the Gospel of Mark, for 
there He is seen as the perfect Servant ; but 
in the Gospel of Luke it seems more striking 
that it should be brought into evidence. This 
peculiar character of His spirit is shewn in 
order to rebuke that spirit of pride, jealousy, 
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envy and self-seeking. He presents Himself 
in all the beauty of His own servant spirit 
to them, and says to them, in never-to-be-
forgotten words, " / am among you as he that 
serveth." 

These words are worthy of pondering; 
they are worthy of our meditation and our 
careful, prayerful consideration. Are we among 
our brethren in that spirit ? Are we ever ready 
to render service one to another in the spirit 
of that perfect Servant whom we follow ? 
Do we know what it is to recognise that it is 
greater to sit at the table and be served, and 
are we therefore prepared to take the place 
of the servant ? The true spirit of a servant 
would be one of going down. And so we would 
ponder the Lord Jesus, the greatest One in 
the universe, the Son of God, the One who 
had the right to command, of whom it could 
be said, " He spake and it was done, he com
manded and it stood fast." Yet here He is 
in lowly grace moving among His disciples, 
who were quarrelling among themselves who 
should be the greatest; He moved in and out 
among them as He that served. What a lesson 
for us ! 

We have before us a path of service, but 
before we can be effective in that path we 
need to have the " servant " spirit. Are you 
waiting for some day when you can do some-
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thing great and be honoured among the breth
ren ? Are you waiting until you can do it so 
well that every one will say how well you did 
it ? You will never serve the Lord Jesus like 
that.- Will you not wait on Him, to receive the 
" servant " spirit, and then you will be pre
pared to serve, though it were only five words 
with the understanding ; though it may create 
no impression other than this, " Well, however 
feebly he did it, he was marked by the lowly 
spirit of Christ in doing it." This will be 
effectual service for Christ. There would be 
no desire among us to be the greatest; each 
would be seeking to take the lowest place in 
order that by so doing we might get a little 
nearer the Master whom we serve. He who 
would be the greatest is seeking a place the 
farthest from the Master, for the Master went 
to the very lowest place to serve us. 

I would add a few words as to the spirit of 
a son. This is greatly encouraging. In the 
scripture that we read, in Galatians iv., the 
Holy Spirit of God, a divine Person, has been 
sent forth to take possession of our hearts ; 
there it is the Spirit of God's Son, for in the 
power of the Spirit of God alone can we enjoy 
sonship. But as the result of receiving the 
Spirit of God, those who are the sons of God 
move in the spirit of a son. 
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Let me illustrate it very simply. We will 
suppose we go into the house of a very happy, 
well-ordered family, where there are a con
siderable number of children. At that house 
there are not only the children, but guests ; 
and we stand aside to watch the movements 
of the various people. We do not know them, 
but as we watch them with great interest 
we instinctively find ourselves deciding in 
our minds which are the children and which 
are the guests. We can tell that the children 
have each the " spirit of a son " by the way 
they take their places at the table and address 
their father ; by the way they move one to
ward another, the liberty, the joy, the freedom, 
the consciousness of being at home. They 
unconsciously convey to us the impression that 
they are sons in their home and not guests. 

Brethren, it is a great joy to go in and out 
among a company of saints and to be able to 
discover without asking questions the spirit 
of a son ; to see the saints of God moving in 
and out among each other, taking their happy 
places surrounding the Lord Jesus, moving in 
happy relations one to the other, manifesting 
unconsciously to each other and to others the 
spirit of a son enjoying the liberty of sonship, 
the joys of sonship, the calm consciousness of 
relationship. All these things indicate uncon
sciously the spirit of a son. Sometimes even 
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our children will betray it in a very marked 
way. It is a delight to hear the children, perhaps 
after a meeting, make some comment on a 
particular feature that impressed them. They 
enjoyed this or that hymn, or something that 
was said left its mark upon them, and they 
are happy enough to express it. It all gives 
evidence of the spirit of sonship. " God has 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father," that we might enjoy 
together the spirit of sonship. 

We do not want to come together as a con
gregation. God forbid ! There is too much of 
that in Christendom. God has given us the 
light of His family ; the light of His house. 
He has given us His Spirit that there might 
not be a congregational spirit marking us, 
but that there might be a family spirit; that 
the spirit of sonship might be in evidence, 
and that as we speak one to another we might 
speak in the conscious joy of relationships ; 
not in the usual manner and method of society, 
but as those who have learned the manners 
of the family of God. What wonderful manners 
are those of sons ! what behaviour and de
portment flows from the spirit of a son ! 

Oftentimes we have to judge ourselves, not 
so much because of what we do, but because 
of the spirit in which we do it. We might 
have been righteously indignant at something 
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that happened ; we might say, " I know he 
was wrong" ; and we might have handled 
one in such a way that while we were correcting 
that which was wrong we did it in a spirit 
that in itself was wrong. The result was that 
it did not help and only roused the flesh, while 
the offender was not restored as a result of 
it. We, too, were chafed in spirit because we 
handled it, not in the wrong way, but in 
the wrong spirit. 

I would put it suggestively for your con
sideration, that Solomon wrote three books. 
The first book was the Book of Proverbs, in 
which, by divine wisdom, he told us how to 
do things in the right way ; he then wrote the 
Book of Ecclesiastes, in which the Spirit of 
God emphasises through the writing of Solo
mon the time to do things—to do things at the 
right time ; but his writings would not have 
been complete if he had not written a third 
book ; all three are divinely inspired. The 
Song of Songs, which is Solomon's, is a book 
breathing the spirit of love, which tells us 
the spirit in which to do things. You will 
agree that the last book is of tremendous 
importance. Many a right thing has been done 
at the wrong time ; many a right thing has 
been done at the right time, but in the wrong 
spirit; but if we follow the perfect pathway 
of the blessed Lord, we find Him doing the 
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right thing at the right time and in the right 
spirit; and it was done perfectly. 

We do well to desire His spirit, and to walk 
humbly before God that we might learn by 
divinely given wisdom how to do the right 
thing at the right time, but more important 
than all, in the right spirit. 

We can serve each other well if we can pro
mote with each other an increase of the spirit 
of Christ, that we might be like Caleb, a man 
of another spirit, that we may never be mis
taken for a man or woman of the world, but 
that they may always have to say, " There is 
something about that man that is different 
from the general spirit of the world around." 
They may not be able to define or to explain it, 
but the result will be that when they are in 
trouble they will turn instinctively to the men 
and women of another spirit for sympathy and 
for the touch of Christ that their hearts are 
longing for. 

# # # # 

Thus, in presenting our bodies A LIVING 

SACRIFICE, holy, acceptable to God, our ears, 
our hands, our feet will be secured for Him, 
while with our spirits governed by the grace 
of Christ we shall render our " intelligent 
service." May it be so with each one of us, 
for His name's sake. 


