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Author's Foreword. 

The Epistle to the Romans is, in my view, the Key 
Epistle of the New Testament. Until the great 
truths, which may justly be described as "THE 
BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH" are 
grasped with some degree of intelligence, there can 
neither be a definite and joyous personal experience 
of God's salvation; nor can there be an accurate 
fitting together of the Divine mosaic of New Testa-
ment revelation. 

In the early days of my Christian life, I recall 
how I was assailed by doubts and fears, problems 
and perplexities, which for a time, robbed me of the 
peace, assurance and happiness, which I ought to 
have enjoyed; and how the light, which broke on my 
soul through studying the Epistle to the Romans, 
gradually drove out the darkness. 

In the intervening years, I have had abundant 
reason to believe, that many questing souls would 
welcome a simple, straight-forward exposition of 
these subjects which go to make up "the Gospel of 
God" in its fullest sense; some, because they do not 
know "peace with God," and feel diffident about un-
burdening their hearts to others; some, because 



they find a difficulty in grasping the emancipating 
truths of this Epistle. 

I have observed also, how young Christians in 
Bible Classes and Bible Study circles turn almost 
instinctively to "Romans" for the instruction they 
require to confirm their faith in Christ, and with 
the happiest results. 

This volume contains the Notes of Addresses on 
these vital subjects, given at various times and to 
varying types of audiences. These have been re-
vised and condensed, but their oral character is 
retained, as I think it makes for greater freedom 
and simplicity of expression. 

The spoken message, translated into the printed 
page, is now sent out on its mission to a wider 
audience, with the prayer that God may be pleased 
to use it for the help of preachers, Bible students, 
young believers, and to any who may lack, but may 
long to have, "all joy and peace in believing" (Rom. 
15. 13). 

May this exposition be as great a blessing to the 
reader, as it has been to the writer. 

JOHN RITCHIE. 

Kilmarnock, 
Scotland. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
(Read Romans, chapter 1. 1-7) 

"Paul, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, a called apostle, set 
apart for the purpose of announcing the Gospel of God 
(which He promised beforehand through His prophets in 
Holy Scriptures), concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who became of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
and was marked out as the Son of God with power, accord-
ing to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the dead. 

Through Whom we have received grace and apostleship, 
with a view to the obedience of faith among all nations, on 
behalf of His Name. 

Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ. 

To all who in Rome are God's beloved ones—saints by 
calling: grace to you and peace from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Author's Note:—In the Scripture Lessons quoted throughout 
this book, no particular version has been wholly followed. 
While using the utmost care to consult and compare all 
accredited translations at his disposal, the author has en-
deavoured to give the sense of the passage, as he under-
stands it, in the simplest possible language. 



The Bulwarks of the Christian Faith 
AS EXPOUNDED IN TEE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 

SUBJECT I 

THE INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE 

In approaching the study of any of the Epistles of 
the New Testament, it is useful, and indeed, essen-
tial, if we are to get the right perspective, to learn 
as much as we can of the circumstances under 
which it was written. We want to know, if possible, 
the time at which it was written; the writer of 
the letter; the place from which he wrote; the 
readers of the letter and how they were placed at 
the time; the reason, or reasons which called for it. 

The Epistle to the Romans is the first of FOUR-
TEEN letters, written by the apostle Paul (if the 
epistle to the Hebrews be included), and the first 
of NINE letters addressed to collective companies 
of believers, by him. It is not first in order of the 
time of writing (the first letter to the Thessalonians 
is believed to hold that place) but it is first in order 
of the truth stated, and therefore correctly placed 
first in the Canon of New Testament Scripture. 

IT WAS WILLI. .1..LN ABOUT A.D. 58/60 

that is, 25/27 years after the death of Christ—an 
important fact to remember, since that event would 
be well within the memory of most of those to whom 
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the letter was written, and would require no argu-
ment to substantiate it. Some of its readers may 
have been among the "VISITORS FROM ROME" 
(Acts 2. 10, Weymouth), present at Jerusalem on 
the day of Pentecost, and quite possibly, among the 
"three thousand souls," saved on that unique oc-
casion. 

IT WAS WRITTEN FROM CORINTH, 

evidently from the house of Gaius ("Gaius mine 
host") mentioned in chap. 16.23. We also know that 
although the letter was dictated by Paul, the hand 
which actually wrote it was that of Tertius ("I, 
Tertius, who wrote this epistle") mentioned in chap. 
16. 22 and who acted as amanuensis or secretary to 
the apostle. There seems good reason to believe, 
that the buffetings Paul had received, on his great 
missionary journeys, had left him with a hand too 
shaky for penmanship (See Gal. 6. 11 and 17) or 
with defective eyesight. The letter was in all pro-
bability carried on its long journey from Corinth 
to Rome by PHEBE, a deaconess of the church at 
Cenchrea (the port of Corinth) ; a Christian lady 
whom the apostle warmly commends to the saints 
at Rome (chap. 16. 1-2). In passing, it is worthy 
of notice, that the scriptures of the New Testament 
are largely in the form of epistles or letters. Unlike 
the scriptures of the Old Testament, which take the 
form of narrative, command, meditation, or prophetic 
utterance, these New Testament letters exhale a 
much freer spirit. The writers couch their teaching 
in the most informal and unfettered manner; often 



BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 11 

breaking away from their main subject, into per-

sonal messages, as one would do in writing to an 

intimate friend. This is characteristic of the change 

of dispensation from law to grace. 

THE WRITER OF THE LEI. l'ER 

introduces himself in verse I. The letter-writer of 

to-day signs his, or her name, at the end of the 

letter and very often the reader turns first to the 

end of the letter to see who it is from, as this know-

ledge will largely determine his interest in the letter. 

In these early days, the writer usually, and I think, 

very sensibly, gives his name at the beginning. In 

this case the introduction is a very beautiful one: 

"Paul, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ; a called 

apostle." As a bond-servant he was UNDER 

AUTHORITY to Jesus Christ; as an apostle, he 

RECEIVED AUTHORITY from Jesus Christ. The 

former must of necessity precede the latter. When 

the Roman centurion, of whom we read in Luke, 

chapter 7, said to the Lord, "I also am a man, set 

under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say 

unto one, Go, and he goeth," he indicated that the 

authority he owed to his emperor, gave him the 

right of authority over his men. He recognised that 

the Lord Jesus had the authority of God behind 

Him, and simply requested: "Say in a word, and 

my servant shall be healed." Let us recall this 

man, Paul, who styles himself, "A bond-servant of 

Jesus Christ." Once he was the head-strong, fana-

tical Saul of Tarsus, who, before King Agrippa, 

frankly admitted: "I verily thought within myself, 
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that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
Name of Jesus of Nazareth." Let us reflect on 
the tremendous change conversion had made in his 
life; making him a willing bond-slave of the One 
he had formerly hated with a passionate hatred—
a bond-service so absolute, that he could say to the 
Galatians: "I bear in my body, the marks (the 
slave-brands) of the Lord Jesus" (Gal. 6. 17). What 
a living embodiment was he of the power of the 
Gospel of which he was about to write! Whatever 
else happened on the Damascus road, the surrender 
of Saul to the Lord Jesus was so complete that his 
language might have been that of the hymn:— 

"Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free, 
Help me to render up my sword, that I may conqueror be." 

The fact of Paul being a "bond-servant" however, 
would not of itself give him authority to address 
the saints at Rome, as he is about to do. To some 
of them, he certainly was well-known, as you may 
gather by reading the last chapter of this epistle; 
but to the majority, he was probably not known. 
He therefore presents his credentials as 

"A CALLED APOSTLE." 

The word "apostle," in its simplest derivation, 
means: "one sent forth"; in this case, by the Lord. 
Just as in the days of His flesh, the Lord Jesus 
had called and chosen twelve men, "whom also He 
named apostles" (Luke 6. 13), so Paul, although 
he had not seen the Lord on earth, had seen Him 
and been called by Him, from heaven. "Last of all, 
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He was seen of me also as of one born out of due 

time" (1 Cor. 15. 8). He was, therefore, the last 

of the apostles to be called, and he never was in 

the slightest doubt as to the authority he had re-

ceived from the Risen Lord. To carnal critics, who 

attempted to disparage that authority he could say: 

"Am not I an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus Christ 

our Lord?" (1 Cor. 9. 1), To the Galatians he 

wrote: "When it pleased God (Who set me apart, 

from my mother's womb, and called me by His 

grace) to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach 

Him among the nations, immediately I conferred 

not with flesh and blood; neither went I up to 

Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me" 

(Gal. 1. 15-17). 

"His, the mighty ordination 

Of the pierced hands." 

And he knew no other. Then we come to 

THE OBJECT OF HIS APOSTLESHIP. 

"Set apart, for the purpose of announcing the Gospel 

of God" (verse 1, N.v.). This was to be his life 

work. In a very real sense, it was a sacred trust 

committed to him, by his Lord. It was given to 

Paul to receive THREE "MYSTERIES" (revelations 

not previously unfolded to men). These were:— 

(1) The mystery of the Gospel (Eph. 6. 19) 

unfolded chiefly in Romans. 

(2) The mystery of "Christ and the Church" 

(Eph. 5. 32) unfolded chiefly in Ephesians. 
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(3) 	The mystery of the Rapture (1 Thess. 4. 15; 
1 Cor. 15. 51) unfolded in the passages 
quoted. 

In the Epistle to the Romans he is about to ex-
pound, in its grand and glorious fulness, "the Gospel 
of God"; that Gospel of which he says: "I certify 
you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached 
of me is not after man, for I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1. 11, 12). By the power of 
the Spirit of God taking possession of his finely 
trained mind, he is now about to marshal the facts 
of this Gospel, in the most logical and convincing 
way. Like "a wise master-builder" (1 Cor. 3. 10), 
he will bring stone after stone into its proper place 
in the structure, until, as we shall see, it stands 
strong and impregnable, without flaw or fissure. 
Before entering on the details, he gives in a few 
majestic sentences, some salient points about the 
Gospel. 

IT IS GOD'S GOSPEL (verse 1). 

The term denotes origin. God is its Author as well 
as the Source of the grace it unfolds. It is His 
chosen agent for bringing men to know Him; to 
believe on Him; to love Him. IT IS THE ONLY 
AUTHORISED VERSION; AND THERE NEVER 
WILL BE A REVISED VERSION. With the pass-
ing of the years it remains unaltered in its terms; 
undiminished in its power. Then in a parenthesis 
in verse 2, the apostle shows 
THE GOSPEL'S LINK WITH THE PAST AGE. 
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The writer had, I think, specially in view his 
Jewish brethren, suspicious of any innovation, when 
he pointed out, that the Gospel had been "promised 
beforehand through His prophets in Holy Scriptures" 
(of the Old Testament). It was not a novelty pre-
viously unheard of, and it should not have been 
unexpected. The prophets of a past dispensation 
really join hands with the apostles of the new age. 
By the former it was PRESAGED; by the latter 
it is now to be PROCLAIMED. 1 Peter 1. 10 tells 
us that these holy men of old "prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you. Searching what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify, when testifying beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow." The salvation of which their prophecies 
told was so astonishing, even to the writers them-
selves, "borne along" as they were, by the Inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, that they actually had to 
sit down and try to understand what had been com-
municated to them. A convincing proof, surely, of 
the Divine Inspiration of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. The passage proceeds: "To whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us 
(that is, believers of this age) they did minister 
the things, which are now openly declared unto you 
by those who have preached the Gospel" (verse 12). 
Then the apostle gives a concrete summary of the 
Gospel. It is 

AN EVANGEL WHICH PRESENTS A PERSON, 

wonderful, glorious and unique. "Concerning His 
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Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." The essential Deity of 
the Lord Jesus, is in the very fore-front of the 
message. It tells of One, personally distinct from 
the Father, yet so absolutely one with Him in power 
and glory, that He could say: "he that bath seen 
Me, bath seen the Father" (John 14. 9). This is a 
note, which I miss in much of the popular evangelism 
of to-day; and I am not surprised that it attempts 
to make up with sensationalism what it lacks in 
vitality. A gospel which fails to give Jesus Christ 
His proper place and dignity will never win either 
the heart or the confidence of the sinner. Until an 
awakened soul can truthfully say, as the eunuch 
of Ethopia did :—"I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God," and in the words admit, not only the 
conviction of his mind but the glad acceptance 
by his soul of a Mighty Saviour, Who is Himself 
God, that soul cannot be at rest. But this glorious 
One was also truly Man. "Who became of the seed 
of David according to the flesh." Let us distinguish 
clearly between what He was, and what Ho became, 
He was the Eternal One, yet there came a day in 
"the fulness of the time," when, to use the amazing 
language of Galatians 4. 4 (new version), "God sent 
away His Son, come of a woman, come under the 
law, in order to redeem." He entered this world 
of ours, born as He was promised to be, a Descend-
ant of the house of David—David's Son, yet David's 
Lord. Then comes one outstanding proof of His 
Deity. "Marked out as the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection of the dead" (verse 4). Without at- 
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tempting an exact exegesis of this clause, on which 
more competent scholars than I have differed, it at 
least means this, that here is One, who as Man on 
the earth was THE MASTER OF DEATH. 

"As the Father raiseth up the dead, and quicken-
eth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom He 
will" (John 5. 21). The raising from the dead of 
Jairus' daughter—just dead; the raising of the 
young man of Nain—dead and on the way to burial; 
the raising of Lazarus—dead four days and in his 
grave; the raising of "the bodies of the saints which 
slept" (Matt. 27. 52)—saints who had been dead for 
many years probably; but above all the Lord's Own 
triumphant resurrection showed Him to be death's 
Conqueror and marked Him out as Son of God. 
Thus early, we see in Paul's summary of the Gospel 
how he lays emphasis on these great fundamental 
facts, CHRIST DIVINE; CHRIST INCARNATE; 
CHRIST DIED; CHRIST RISEN. Again Paul re-
turns to his commission as an apostle, and its object, 
in verse 5. "Through Whom we have received grace, 
and apostleship" (1) Grace; indispensable for sal-
vation and for service. To the end of his life, he 
was increasingly conscious of the exceeding grace 
bestowed upon him. Take, for example, the con-
fession of 1 Timothy 1. 13-15, made when nearing 
the end of his strenuous course : "Who was before a 
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and outrageous; but 
I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly, in un-
belief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant, with faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus." (2) Apostleship; the special gift of the 

2 
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Risen Lord. (3) The purpose behind both the grace 
and the apostleship :—"With a view to the obedience 
of faith among all nations, on behalf of His Name." 
He regarded himself as 

THE ENVOY OF HIS LORD; 

the world of men as being in rebellion against Him, 
and he goes forth to urge its submission, through 
faith in Christ. He had a big heart and a big 
"parish," for the scope of his mission was "among 
all nations." True, he went to "the Jew first," 
wherever he got the opportunity; but it was as "the 
apostle of the nations" (Rom. 11. 13) he magnified 
his office. What a change must have come over the 
mind of the once proud Pharisee, before he dis-
covered that Gentiles were to be "fellow-heirs and 
partakers of the promise in Christ by the Gospel," 
just as the Jews. Let us think now of 

THE READERS OF THE LETTER 

of whom we read in verse 7. It is significant that 
the epistle is not addressed to the church at Rome, 
of whose boasted antiquity we hear so much, neither 
is there any mention that Peter was its founder. 
All the evidence available goes to prove that neither 
Peter nor Paul was concerned in the founding of 
this church. The letter is simply addressed "to all 
who in Rome are God's beloved ones, saints by call-
ing" (new reading). At the time Paul wrote, these 
saints were little scattered groups, harried by per-
secution, under the reign of the brutal Nero. 
Probably they were often forced to meet secretly 
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in each other's houses; seldom would they be all 
together. In the last chapter of this epistle, the 
apostle mentions some of these scattered believers 
by name. For example, he sends greeting to Pris-
cilla and Aquila (his former co-workers) and "the 
church that is in their house." He salutes other old 
friends, "and the brethren which are with them." 
Yet, although scattered, they were one body in 
Christ; and the letter is addressed to all of them, 
for they were all "God's beloved ones; saints (holy 
ones) by calling." The term "saints" is never used 
in Scripture to describe a select few, but the whole 
rank and file of believers, for they were not saints 
by attainment, but by endowment. The order is not: 
behave piously and you will become saints, but you 
are saints by faith in Christ alone, therefore let 
your lives be "as becometh saints." There is no 
warrant whatever in the Word of God, for the 
canonisation of any man or woman, however saintly, 
such as is recognised in the Church of Rome or the 
Church of England. Peter or Paul have no more 
claim to the name "saint," than saint "John Smith" 
who believed on Christ last night to the saving of 
his soul. All alike are "saints by calling," Hebrews 
10. 10 says: "We (believers) are sanctified by the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all." 
We shall see later, that there is another and very 
practical aspect of sanctification, but here, the great 
truth is taught, that apart altogether from self-
effort, the moment a sinner puts his soul's reliance 
on Christ as Saviour, he is at once sanctified—that 
is: set apart to God, as holy, in virtue of the work 
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of Christ on the Cross. 

SPECIAL REASONS FOR WRITING THIS 
LETTER 

may now be noticed. I have no doubt that one 
reason was, to cement in Christian love, the two 
elements (Jew and Gentile) of which the church was 
composed. Although one in Christ, you can easily 
understand how the deep-rooted racial prejudices, 
which had for ages existed between the races, to 
some extent remained. It was necessary that both 
should understand there was "NO DIFFERENCE." 
There was none by nature; for "all have sinned." 
The whole world has been brought in guilty before 
God. Therefore, both Jewish and Gentile believers 
owed their place to grace alone; and this being so, 
they were called upon "to be like-minded one toward 
another" (chap. 15. 5). There was however, a much 
more comprehensive reason than this for the Roman 
epistle. 

ROME WAS THE METROPOLIS OF THE 
WORLD 

of that day. All roads led to and from the golden 
milestone within the city boundaries. It was essen-
tial that from this great strategic centre, there 
should go forth to the world, a clear testimony to 
the Gospel in all its fulness to meet human need. 

This is why the Epistle to the Romans is the great 
Gospel epistle of the New Testament. Here, all the 
fundamental truths of the Christian faith are ex-
pounded with masterly skill. Each truth has a place 
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of its own; yet, altogether forming one Gospel. I 
have stood on a lovely summer evening, beside a 
range of our Scottish mountains and seen them 
bathed in the glow of sunset. In their rugged 
grandeur and serried array, stretching away to the 
far-off horizon, they seemed at first sight, to be all 
more or less alike, but watching more closely 
through field-glasses, I could make out that each 
peak had its separate identity and its own contour, 
although all forming part of the Grampian chain. 
Here, in Romans, you have THE GRAMPIANS OF 
THE BIBLE. Peak after peak comes into view. 
Grace, righteousness, justification, redemption, re-
conciliation, identification, sanctification, glorifica-
tion; yet, all forming one Gospel—each is part of 
an indivisible whole. On succeeding evenings, if 
it please God, we hope to get a closer view of these 
"bulwarks of the Christian faith" and try to climb 
at least some, of these lofty peaks. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Read Romans, chapter 1. 8-18 

"First of all, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 
all; for the report of your faith is spreading through the 
whole world. For God is my Witness (Whom I serve with 
my spirit in the Gospel of His Son) that without ceasing 
I make mention of you at all times in my prayers; making 
request, that now at length, if such be His Will, the way 
may by some means, be made clear for me to come to you" 
(verses 8-10). 

"Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that I have 
often purposed to come to you (but I have been hindered 
until now) In order that I might have some fruit among 
you also, as I have among the other Gentile nations" (ver. 
13). 

"I am debtor both to Greeks and Barbarians, both to wise 
and to unintelligent, so, as much as in me lies, I am willing 
and eager to preach the Gospel to you that are in Rome 
also" (verses 14-15). 

"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel;* for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that belleveth; to the 
Jew first, and alike to the Gentile. 
For therein is a righteousness of God unveiled, from faith 
unto faith, as it is written 'the righteous shall live by faith.' " 
(verses 16-17). 

"For a wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and unrighteousneas of men who hold down the 
truth in unrighteousness" (verse 18). 

• Mots—The words "of Christ" in verse 16, should be omitted, as in Revised 
Version and almoet all the accepted authorities, 
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SuluEcr II 

THE GOSPEL 

Its Author. Its Subject. Its revelation. Its dynamic power. 

Its appeal 

At the close of our last talk, it was pointed out 
that the Epistle to the Romans is the great Gospel 
Epistle of the New Testament. It is the fullest, 
broadest, and most convincing exposition of the 
great fundamental truths of the Gospel, to be found 
anywhere. 

Before going further, it would be well to ask: 
"what does the term 'GOSPEL' mean?" In its 
simplest Anglo-Saxon etymology it means "God's 
Spell"—God's Message, and in the Greek language 
in which the New Testament was originally written, 
it means "good tidings." It may be defined there-
fore, as God's good tidings spelled out to men. It 
has this unique characteristic among others, that 
it is a message "for all nations"; a fact which is 
emphasised both at the beginning and end of this 
letter (chaps. 1. 5 and 16. 26). We all know how 
difficult it is to find a message, whether religious, 
social, or political, which will be equally applicable 
to all nations, but the Gospel solves that problem. 
It is most important also to observe that the Gospel 
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is not an argument to be debated by men, but a 
Divine proclamation to be believed by men. It does 
not ask to be approved by reason, but to be accepted 
by faith. 

ITS AUTHOR IS GOD 

hence it is called in verse 1: "the Gospel of God." 
He is as surely and solely its Creator, as He was 
the Creator of worlds or of man. The whole wonder-
ful scheme of which it speaks originated in His 
infinite mind. He not only thought it out, and at 
tremendous cost worked it out, but He has spoken 
it out. It is in no sense whatever, the work of any 
man, or body of men, much less of any particular 
sect, but is a message which has come by direct 
revelation from God. Any other message proffered 
to men as "the Gospel" is a fabrication and a fraud. 

ITS SUBJECT IS PRIMARILY, CHRIST— 
THE SON OF GOD 

and it is therefore described as "the Gospel of 
Christ" (chap. 15. 19) and "the Gospel of His Son" 
(chap. 1. 9). It is the presentation by God to men 
of a Being without compare; God and Man in one 
Person. A Being so majestic and glorious, that in 
eternity past, He not only was "with God," but was 
God in His Own right (John 1. 1). Yet, in the love 
of His great heart, He became Man; was born of 
a virgin; lived the life of a humble peasant; was 
like man in all the experiences of human life, save 
that He was always and ever the Sinless One. After 
thirty-three and a half years (or thereby) on this 
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earth, He offered Himself to God, (more He could 
not give; less would not avail) on the cross of Cal-
vary as a Sacrifice for sin, in order that in resur-
rection, He might become "the Saviour of the world" 
(1 John 4. 14). Historically viewed by men, His 
life on earth appeared a failure; His death, the 
shameful end of what the majority of the people 
of His day thought to be His impious claim to be 
the Son of God. From God's point of view, however, 
it was the carrying out of a plan, as old as eternity. 
In that great sermon of his, delivered in the city of 
Jerusalem, about six weeks after Calvary's apparent 
tragedy, Peter said: "Him being delivered up by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain; Whom God hath raised up" (Acts 2. 23). As 
you read the narrative of the Crucifixion, the 
"wicked hands" of men seem to control the situa-
tion; in reality the hand of God is working out His 
Sovereign purpose. How right are the prophetic 
words of the Psalmist: "surely the wrath of man 
shall praise Thee" (Psa. 76. 10). The virulence and 
violence of human hate, are made the occasion and 
the instrument for the crowning display of the love 
of God, which "spared not His Own Son, but de-
livered Him up for us all" (Rom. 8. 32). That 
atoning death was absolutely essential, if God's pur-
poses of grace for fallen man, were to be carried 
out. 

THE REVELATION OF THE GOSPEL 

was entrusted, in the first place to the Apostle Paul, 
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hence he calls it "my Gospel" (chap. 16. 25). He 
claims (and anyone who reads Galatians 1, will be 
convinced of the honesty of his claim) to have re-
ceived it by direct revelation from Jesus Christ, 
without consultation or co-operation with any man. 
There can be no doubt, that GOD CHOSE THE 
RIGHT MAN FOR THE JOB. 

Apart from the essential spiritual fitness which 
God gave him, this man had by reason of natural 
gifts, character, training, and experience, qualifica-
tions which no other man possessed. Born a Jew, 
of the strictest sect; "an Hebrew of the Hebrews"; 
educated in the schools of the most famous Rabbis 
of his day; he became thoroughly conversant with 
the Old Testament scriptures. His mind was satu-
rated with them. His recorded addresses in the 
Book of Acts, contain quotations from almost every 
book in the Old Testament. In his epistles, it is 
estimated there are 198 quotations from the same 
source. He did not of course, understand until after 
his conversion, the full implication of what he had 
been taught in the days of his youth, but the seed 
was there, lying in his heart and mind, ready to 
germinate, and in due course, bring forth a wonder-
ful harvest. Not only was he a Jew, but he was 
also a first-class Greek scholar. Tarsus (his home 
city) was a Greek city before the Romans conquered 
it, and the language of his early days, was the Greek 
language. When he was arrested at Jerusalem, the 
chief captain of his escort was astonished, saying : 
"Canst thou speak Greek?" He could. He could 
address Jews or Gentiles in their own tongue with 
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equal facility; he was as much at home in "the seats 
of the mighty" at Athens (so far as speech is con-
cerned) as he was among his own countrymen at 
Jerusalem. How wisely too, he discriminated in the 
use of his speech, and in the manner of his approach 
to men! In his defence, before a bitterly antagonis-
tic crowd of his Jewish compatriots, he gained their 
attention right away. "When they heard that he 
spake in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more 
silence" (Acts 22. 2). When he stood on Mars Hill, 
a lone witness for his Master, in the very centre of 
Greek culture, he not only spoke the language of 
his audience fluently, quoting from their own poets 
for his purpose, but tactfully sought to establish 
contact with his hearers by a tribute to their zeal 
in religious matters. 

Born a Jew; a Greek scholar by training; he was 
also a free-born Roman citizen, and that in a day, 
when two out of every three who walked the streets 
of Rome were slaves. What an extraordinary com-
bination of qualities was his. Most important of all, 
Paul had felt the transforming power of that Gospel, 
which he was to preach, in the very depths of his 
being. Once 

THE HUNTER OF THE CHRISTIANS 

the "Hunter" from heaven had pursued Saul of 
Tarsus all unknown; had apprehended him on the 
Damascus road; now, body, soul, and spirit, he was 
the bond-slave of Jesus Christ. Let me say it rever-
ently; God could not have found a better man, to 
whom He could entrust the "mystery of the Gospel" 
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(Eph. 6. 19). How loyally Paul responded to the 
trust committed to him is indicated in the words we 
have read in verse 14: 

"I AM DEBTOR." 

To him, the preaching of the Gospel was a life-long 
obligation. That debt he owed to God and to his 
fellow-men, he knew he could never fully discharge, 
but he could reduce it. Each soul saved as a result 
of the Gospel preached, he regarded as an asset 
against his liability; an investment which yielded 
interest or "fruit" as he called it, and he was pre-
pared to pay any price to attain that end. Listen to 
his words: "Though I preach the Gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel. For 
if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward; but if 
against my will, a stewardship is entrusted to me" 
(1 Cor. 9. 16, 17). Some of us who profess to serve 
the same Master, and preach the same message, may 
well bow our heads in shame, in face of such an 
example. This man had simply no option; he must 
go on. We are not therefore surprised to hear him 
nay : "So, as much as in me Lies, I am willing and 
eager to preach the Gospel to you that are in Rome 
also." What an intriguing combination of modesty 
and heroism, these simple words contain. Fully 
conscious of the power and grandeur and cruelty of 
Rome; of her contempt for the weak, and her admir-
ation for the strong; yet is he "willing and eager" 
to get to the Imperial city, where the brutal Nero 
was in power, and where the followers of the 
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Nazarene were being ferreted out of the places 

where they met. Paul gives his reason for his de-

termination. 

"I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL" 

for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every 

one that believeth." In effect, he says: "Rome may 

be mistress of the world; her emperors worshipped 

as deities; her soldiers proud of their prowess; but 
I do not hesitate to join battle with her, for I too 

serve an all-victorious Lord, and carry a conquering 

message. It is God's good news about His Son. It 

plainly tells that the day of man's probation is over; 

that he stands a condemned and guilty sinner before 

God, and only in the evangel of the Gospel, is set 

forth One who is able to be the sinner's Saviour" 

(Acts 4. 12). One reason why Paul is not ashamed 

of his message, is because of the 

EFFICACY OF THE GOSPEL. 

This lies in the fact that it is "the power of God, 
unto salvation." That word, "power," as many of 

you know, comes from the same root as our English 

word "dynamic" or "dynamite." The Gospel is 

GOD'S DYNAMIC; His chosen vessel for the display 

of His power, during the present age. It supplies 

just what is lacking in all human religious systems. 

These, in greater or lesser degree, depend on human. 

power and therefore fail as a means of salvation. 

Here is a message, behind which, and in which, is 

the power of God. Look at these unattractive wires 

and (as I think) ungainly looking pylons, which are 
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studded over our roads and fields. Who, not know-
ing the facts, would imagine that along these wires 
travels power sufficient to illuminate our towns and 
cities; turn ponderous machinery; draw heavily 
laden vehicles (some of them filled with passen-
gers) ? The secret is, that back of these wires is 
the great power-house where electricity is generated, 
and because these wires are in constant touch with 
the source of power, they distribute light and energy 
wherever they go. So with the Gospel. It seems 
a simple, unattractive sort of a message, but it leads 
out of the great power-station of heaven, and is 
instinct with the power of Almighty God. The 
eloquence of the man who preaches it; the facile 
pen of the man who publishes it; the persuasive 
earnestness of the individual soul-winner are alike 
useless, except in so far as they are the media of 
the power of God. How blessed it is to notice that 

THE OBJECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL 

is "unto salvation." 
This is the very thing which lost, guilty man most 

urgently needs, even though in his blindness, he 
may not be aware of it. During this wonderful age 
of grace, GOD IS CONCENTRATING ON MAN'S 
SALVATION, through the instrumentality of the 
Gospel, and as He is no Respecter of persons, the 
Gospel offer is "to everyone"—that is, the universal-
ity of it, but "to everyone that believeth"—that is 
the limitation of its efficacy. How does the Gospel 
become the power of God unto salvation? The 
answer is definite and adequate: "For therein is a 
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righteousness of God unveiled." I want you to notice 
particularly this phrase: "a righteousness of God," 
for "righteousness" is the keyword to the whole 
epistle, and the word occurs some 36 times in its 
pages. Please notice, the passage does not say: 
therein is the love, or the mercy of God revealed—
although this is perfectly true, but Divine love or 
mercy, cannot act without the permission of Divine 
righteousness. The crowning wonder of the Gospel 
is, that for the first time is unveiled the great fact, 
that a righteousness of God (the very attribute of 
God the sinner feared) HAS NOW COME OUT ON 
THE SINNER'S SIDE. For 4,000 years God had 
waited to give man a chance to win righteousness 
by his own efforts. The result was absolute failure. 
At the end of that period the finding is: "there is 
not one single righteous man, no, not one" (chap. 
3. 10). The good news for mankind is, that God 
Himself has provided a righteousness for the sinner, 
and as we shall see later, has done so without being 
unjust to His Own Holy character. 

That righteousness has been made available 
through the atoning death of the Son of God, so 
that all who believe in Him can say: "He (God) hath 
made Him (Christ) to be sin for us; Him Who knew 
no sin, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him" (2 Cor. 5. 21). Again, let it be em-
phasised that 

THE DYNAMIC POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

emanates from the fact that "a righteousness of 
God" is disclosed, and is put at the disposal of the 



32 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

unrighteous sinner. There is no call for, neither is 
there any room for, human preparation or repara-
tion. 

"All the fitness He requireth 
Is to know your need of Him." 

The Gospel would have made a far more popular 
appeal to the proud heart of man, if he had been 
allowed to contribute his share. A "joint-stock" 
company between a Holy God and unholy sinners, 
promoted for the purpose of working out "a righte-
eousness," is an utterly fantastic idea, but never-
theless, it is just the idea which is at the back of 
a great many minds to-day. It does not seem to 
occur to them, that had this been possible, "the 
Holy One and the Just," need never have died at all, 
or that the product of the joint-effort could not have 
been called "a righteousness of God." 	No, the 
Gospel once and for all, rules out that project. The 
Fig-leaf apron industry is a very ancient one (Gen. 
3. 7), but our first parents evidently found it a very 
unsatisfactory one, for we read: "the Lord God 
made coats of skin and clothed them." Their poor 
attempts were only camouflage; God clothed them, 
at the cost of the death of innocent victims. Mill-
enniums have passed since that day, but the old 
lesson needs to be taught again and again, in our 
modern, self-sufficient world. The Gospel message 
strips the sinner of every vestige of hope and pride 
in himself at the Cross of Christ, and then, how 
gladly does he welcome the announcement, that the 
righteousness he could not win for himself by any 
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conceivable effort, is now being offered to him by 
God Himself. The question now arises: "how is 
this righteousness, which God has provided, actually 
possessed by the sinner?" It is "from faith unto 
faith" (verse 17), or as Weymouth translates it: 
"depending on faith and tending to faith." What-
ever else is meant, this much is clear: 

THE APPEAL OF THE GOSPEL IS TO FAITH 

and not to works, as was that of the law. It causes 
the soul to turn from self to Christ alone. Frankly 
acknowledging his unrighteousness, and abandoning 
all attempts to win God's favour by self-effort, the 
sinner listens to the good news; throws himself un-
reservedly into the arms of a Mighty Saviour, and 
immediately becomes identified with all His merit 
and His worth before God. That is what is meant, 
when quoting from the Old. Testament scriptures, 
the apostle says: "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY 
FAITH." This is the great sentence which is said 
to have reached the soul of Martin Luther when 
toiling up the long stair-ease of St. Peter's at Rome 
on his bare knees, in an effort to win righteousness 
by works of penance. Needless to say it brought 
Luther down these stairs on his feet; burned itself 
into his very soul, and soon all Europe rang with 
the words: "the just shall live by faith." Historic-
ally, that period began the Reformation; experi-
mentally to some, it was the period of their re-
generation, for it is precisely by this simple act of 
definite and personal reliance on Jesus Christ, that 

3 
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Divine life is begotten in the soul. It should be 
clearly understood, that the 

REASON WHY THE GOSPEL IS PREACHED 

is that "faith cometh by the message heard, and the 
message by the Word of God" (chap. 10. 17). 

As believing men and women in touch with God, 
pass on the Gospel to their fellows, either in heart 
to heart talk, or in its public declaration, the Spirit 

of God, unless He is resisted, makes it living and 
powerful, so that faith is created in the hearts of 

the hearers. Let those of us who try to preach 
this glad Evangel, remember that while it requires 
human agency to proclaim it, it is through the 

human element the purpose of the Gospel is often 
frustrated. It is written: "it pleased God by the 

foolishness of the preaching to save them that be-
lieve" (1 Cor. 1. 21). That does not mean that 

God will use foolish preaching. He could do so, for 
He is a Sovereign God, but it is not His way. Writ-

ing to the Corinthians, Paul reminds them of his 
first coming among them with the Gospel. He tells 

of 

(1) The message he brought. He describes it as 
"the testimony of God" (1 Cor. 2. 1). He 
"determined" (as a judge arrives at a verdict 
after carefully considering the evidence) not 
to recognise anything among them, save 
Jesus Christ (the Person) and Him crucified 

(His work on the Cross). 

(2) The methods he employed. "My speech (per- 
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sonal evangelism) and my preaching (public 
proclamation) were not with persuasive 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power" (1 Cor. 2. 4). He 
left room for, and expected, the Holy Spirit 
to show His power. 

(3) The results he aimed at. "That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God." That he was right in 
all three points, seems clear from the fact, 
that years afterwards he could say: "this is 
the way we preach, and the way you came 
to believe" (1 Cor. 15. 11, N.v.). 

There is an added and very solemn reason given 
in Romans 1. 18 why the Gospel should prove to be 
good news to its hearers: 

"A WRATH OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM 
HEAVEN." 

You will observe there is a direct contrast with the 
previous verse here. In the former, "a righteous-
ness of God is revealed "in the Gospel; here "a 
wrath of God is revealed." Nothing is more con-
clusive in scripture than the truth that GOD IS A 
RIGHTEOUS GOD, BOTH IN HIS GRACE AND IN 
HIS JUDGMENT. He can by no means clear the 
guilty. Whatever man did not know in ages past, 
he cannot longer be in ignorance that judgment is 
coming. "The times of this ignorance, God over-
looked, but now commandeth all men everywhere 
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to repent. Because He hath appointed a day in 

which He will judge the world in righteousness, by 

that Man whom He bath ordained" (Acts 17. 30). 

RETRIBUTION FOR WRONG-DOING 

is a principle, the justice of which is ack-

nowledged in every civilised state; without it, 

the fabric of human society could not hold 

together. How much more is this true with 

the Governor of the universe? Just as the 

absolute equity of God has been demonstrated in 

His way of saving the sinner, so will it be revealed 

in His wrath upon all "who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness." The Gospel presents the only 

means of salvation from the wrath to come: "we 

shall be saved from wrath through Him (Jesus)." 

Here then, is a message which tells out the very 

heart of God. It proclaims His righteousness; it 

proves His love. It meets the sinner in his ungodli-

ness and helplessness, and points him to One, who 

by His atoning death, can be, and will be, his 

Saviour. We all need that salvation and we 

know it. Let me ask you, each one, this 

night: 

"HAVE YOU MADE IT YOUR OWN 
BY DEFINITE ACCEPTANCE?" 

This is the vital point. "He that hath the Son 

hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath 

not the life" (1 John 5. 12). If you have not, until 
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now, believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as your 

personal Saviour, I beseech you to do so now. It 

will make all the difference between salvation and 

condemnation now; between heaven and hell, here-

after. 
Here are seven things about God's salvation which 

some one has noted, and which are worth repeat-

ing: 
(1) God thought it. 
(2) Jesus bought it. 
(3) The Gospel taught it. 
(4) Faith sought it. 
(5) The Holy Spirit wrought it. 
(6) The Devil fought it. 
(7) I've got it. Have you? 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Read Romans chapter 1. 18 right on to chapter 3. 20 

"A wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold down the 
truth in unrighteousness. Because that which is known of 
God is plain to their inmost consciousness, for God hath 
made it plain to them. For since the creation of the uni-
verse, His invisible attributes—even His eternal power and 
Deity—are clearly visible, being apprehended by means of 
His works; so that they are without excuse. Because, having 
known God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their reasonings, and their 
senseless mind was darkened. Boasting themselves to be 
wise, they became utter fools, and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of cor-
ruptible man, and of birds, and of four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things. Wherefore God gave them up" (chap. 1. 
18-23). 

"Therefore, thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whoever you are 
who sit in judgment upon others, for when you pass judg-
ment on others, you condemn yourself, for you who sit in 
judgment upon others, are guilty of the same things. But 
we know, that the judgment of God is according to truth, 
against them which commit such things" (chap. 2. 1-2). 
"There is no favouritism with God. For, as many as have 
sinned apart from the law, will also perish apart from the 
law, and all who have sinned in the law, by the law will 
be judged" (chap. 2. 11, 12). 
"But if thou art called a Jew, and resteth upon the law, 
and makest thy boast in God, and knowest His will, and 
can test things that differ 	 you, then, who teach 
your fellow-man, do you refuse to teach yourself" ? (chap. 2. 
17-21). 

"What then is the advantage of the Jew? Or what profit 
is in circumcision? Much every way; chiefly because that 
unto them were entrusted the Oracles of God" (chap. 3. 1, 2). 
"What then? Are we (Jews) superior? No, in no wise, for 
we have already charged both Jews and Gentiles, with being 
under sin. As it is written: "there is not even one righteous 
man, no, not one." (verses 9, 10). 
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SUBJECT tEl 

CONDEMNATION 

God's indictment of the whole human race 

The first note on the Gospel keyboard is the 
fact of man's universal and utter ruin. It is 
not a pleasant note. It jars and irritates human 
pride; nevertheless it is a necessary prelude, if the 
harmony of the Gospel is to be appreciated. 

Before the melodious and ecstatic notes of re-
demption are brought into action, it is essential that 
we should clearly understand the urgent need which 
existed, for God in grace to come to the rescue of 
His creature. If men ever think about sin these 
days, they try to persuade themselves that SIN IS 
A MISFORTUNE, BUT NOT A CRIME. The man 
who knows something of his God; his Bible, and 
his own heart, is well aware that this is simply, not 
true. 

"SIN IS LAWLESSNESS" 

(1 John 3. 4, R.v.) is the pronouncement of the Word 
of God. It is not merely the non-observance of the 
will of God; it is defiance of that will. It is anarchy 
against the Most High. In the passage before us, 
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we have God's indictment of the whole human race; 
an indictment which is just as true and irrevocable 
now, as when the words were first penned. 

For Forty Centuries of human history God waited 
before He finally issued His verdict, based on the 
irrefutable evidence of the guilt of mankind. Almost 
Twenty Centuries have elapsed since that pronounce-
ment was made, and the happenings of these in-
tervening ages have definitely confirmed that "the 
Judge of all the earth" was right. For almost 6,000 
years man has been tested and tried in every con-
ceivable condition. Every part of the habitable 
world; every nation, race and tribe; every degree 
of physical, mental and intellectual capacity; every 
type, from the highest product of modern civilisa-
tion, to the most aboriginal forms of humanity, have 
been under Divine review. Here is 

GOD'S CONSIDERED JUDGMENT 

and the standard of that judgment, is His Own per-
fect righteousness. It may surprise us to find, that 
for judicial purposes, God recognises only two great 
divisions of mankind. First, the Jew, and second, 
the other nations, whom He classes together as 
"Gentiles." At the period at which the apostle Paul 
wrote this epistle, the popular way of distinguishing 
the races of mankind, would probably have been, by 
calling them Romans and the others, for the Roman 
Empire occupied a dominant position compared with 
the rest. But He, to Whom a thousand years are 
but as a watch of the night (Psalm 90. 4), takes 
no account of the ephemeral dominance of any Gen- 
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tile power, and His analysis is that of the human 
family into its ultimate component parts, as He has 
purposed them; "the Jew" and "the nations." First 
of all we are to look at 

GOD'S INDICTMENT OF THE GENTILE 
NATIONS 

as described from chapter 1. 18 to chapter 2. 18. 
Primarily, this description may apply to the 
"heathen" as they were in Paul's day, and as they 
still are, but I believe it also applies to the so-called 
"civilised" and enlightened nations of the earth, 
"without God." The Gentile nations were not so 
privileged as the Jews to begin with, inasmuch as 
they had not a special revelation of God as the Jews 
had. With the spread of the Gospel during this 
age of grace, that condition has changed in a large 
part of the Gentile world, and we shall have to take 
this into account, but even where this is the case, 
the moral downgrade of the nations as depicted in 
this chapter, is becoming increasingly evident. The 
Gentile nations who have not had a knowledge of 
God either under the law or under the Gospel, are 

found to be 

WITHOUT EXCUSE 

and that, for three reasons. 

(1) They have ignored the witness of God in 

Creation. "For since the creation of the 
universe, His invisible attributes—even His 
eternal power and Deity—are clearly visible, 
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being apprehended by means of His works" 
(verses 19, 20). If these nations had not the 
book of revelation, they had the book of 
creation always open to them. "The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
sheweth His handywork" (Psalm 19. 1). 
Everywhere around him are "works," which 
man knows and feels no human power or law 
could frame. If there are such "works," then 
there must have been a creation; and if a 
creation, then there must be a Creator. The 
recognition of a Creator should have led man 
to acknowledge the "eternal power and Deity" 
of that Creator, and in point of fact, in the 
infancy of the nations, such was the result. 

(2) They had the testimony of conscience. 
"That which is known of God is plain to their 
inmost consciousness" (verse 19). 	"Their 
conscience bearing witness therewith, and 
their thoughts, one with another accusing, 
or else excusing" (chap. 2. 15). Whatever he 
lost by the fall (and that loss is inestimable), 
ONE THING MAN GAINED—a conscience—
the faculty of discerning between right and 
wrong; the inward monitor of God in every 
human breast. The word "conscience," 
simply means, to know along with another, 
and that other, is God. In his book on "Scot-
tish Life and Character," Dean Ramsay tells 
the story of a clergyman in the north of 
Scotland, who was greatly respected and 
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loved in his parish. He was a welcome visitor 
and guest in the houses of rich and poor, 
including those of the local gentry. There 
was one "laird" (landowner), who lived a 
questionable life, and whose hospitality the 
good man respectfully but firmly declined. 
On being asked by this man for the reason 
of his aloofness, the clergyman replied in his 
native dialect:—"Ye ken (know), and I ken, 
but laird, God kens." That story illustrates 
the workings of conscience. When wrong is 
done, conscience takes sides with God and 
rebukes the offender. The traitor Judas, too 
late discovered that conscience is not easily 
stifled. "When he saw that Jesus was con-
demned, he repented himself and brought 
again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, saying, 'I have sinned, in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood' " 
(Matthew 27. 4). A recent letter from a 
missionary in Africa says: "this is a hard 
land, and the hearts of the people are sodden 
with sin. They will calmly say, 'I know that 
eternal judgment will follow my sin, but what 
does it matter? I can burn.' " That is a 
lamentable state and not by any means con-
fined to heathen nations. If conscience is per-
sistently suppressed, it becomes "cauterised 
as with a hot iron" (1 Timothy 4. 2) —a refer-
ence to a primitive method of creating in-
sensibility to pain. 

(3) The third reason given is that of human 
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choice. "They did not choose to retain God 
in their knowledge" (verse 28). Every nation 
at one time or another "knew God," but de-
liberately let that knowledge go. After the 
flood, the founder of each race must have 
known God both in grace and in judgment. 
It was open to his descendants to retain that 
knowledge, but they turned their backs on the 
light. 

Let us come now to the results of these various 
forms of Gentile guilt, and the consequent 

DOWNGRADE OF THE NATIONS. 

The first step downwards was rationalism. "They 
became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
mind was darkened. Boasting themselves to be 
wise, they became utter fools" (verse 21). Men 
deified reason and dethroned God, in their minds. It 
is a pathetic fact, that it was in the domain of reason 
(that great gift of the Creator which differentiates 
man from the brute creation) in which evil first 
showed itself in man. Satan, the arch-enemy, told 
only half the truth to our first parents when he said: 
"ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 
3. 5). He omitted to tell them, that in that first 
act of lawlessness against God, they would open the 
way for an invader whose power they could not stay. 
In an age when intellectual progress is generally 
believed to be more highly developed than in any 
previous age, it might well give us pause to recollect 
that so far as spiritual things are concerned, God's 
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opinion of man's mental outlook is reflected in the 

scathing words just quoted: "vain in his reason-

ings"; "senseless in his mind"; "utter fools." Is it 

not remarkable that 

HISTORY HAS KEPT REPEATING ITSELF 

in this respect? "The wisdom of the Egyptians" 

(Acts 7. 22) was in its day, proverbial. Egypt may 

rightly be regarded as the mother of science and 

art. Yet Pharaoh, its king, spoke not only wrath-

fully, but quite truthfully, when he said: "Who is 

the Lord, that I should obey His voice, to let Israel 

go? I know not the Lord neither will I let Israel 

go" (Exod. 5. 2). The philosophy, poetry and arts 

of Greece have been handed down to our age, almost 

with veneration. John Milton has described Athens 

as: 

"The eye of Greece 

Mother of arts and eloquence." 

yet it was in that same Athens that Paul found 

erected an altar, dedicated "TO THE UNKNOWN 

GOD." The word "unknown," is the word from 

which comes our modern word "agnostic." The 

chief difference between the agnostic of Athens and 

the agnostic of to-day is that the former despair-

ingly confessed he did not know God, while the latter 

boasts as a sign of intellectual superiority, that he 

cannot know God. So the succession of rationalism 

continues right down to the latest conference of 

scientists, where men who are probably in the first 

rank of knowledge of their own particular branch 
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of science, have too often shown themselves in 
spiritual things to be "utter fools." 

The second step in the downgrade is idolatry 
(verse 23). It seems at first sight to be a collapse 
rather than a step, but in reality it is the natural 
sequence to the first step. Of course, idolatry is a 
very comprehensive term. In heathen countries it 
is to be seen in its crudest form, in worshipping 
images of stone and wood. Ancient Egypt wor-
shipped its images of "birds and four-footed beasts 
and creeping things." Ancient Greece was so prolific 
in her worship of "the likeness of an image of cor-
ruptible man," that her Roman conquerors satiric-
ally remarked that "it was easier to find a god than 
a man," in the seat of world culture. In our own 
day we see idolatry in its more enlightened form (so 
called) of bowing before images of the Christ; the 
Virgin Mother; Buddha; Confucius. More recently 
we see it in the new "ideology" of modern paganism, 
which is really an idolatry of race or of ideal, or of 
some form of human power. It is evident therefore, 
that the sin of idolatry may differ widely in its 
manifestation, but this much is common to every 
form of it—someone or something 

USURPS THE PLACE OF GOD 

and of all such we read: "who bartered the truth 
of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, Who is Blessed 
for ever" (verse 25). 

The third step in the downgrade is the result of 
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Divine retribution. Three times over in this chapter 
the startling phrase is used: "GOD GAVE THEM 
UP" (verses 24, 26, 28). God will go a certain 
length in His endeavour to restrain men. There 
comes a point however, known only to God Himself, 
when He says of the man, of the nation, of the race: 
"Let him (or them) alone" (Hosea 4. 17). The re-
sult of man being left to himself is the deplorable 
condition portrayed in chapter 1. 29-31, and is a 
complete answer to the gospel of humanism which 
asserts that man is gradually evolving in an upward 
direction. How anyone can be deluded into a belief 
of this kind in face of present world conditions, 
apart from the plain teaching of the Word of God, 
is hard to understand. It may be that the heathen 
nations of Paul's day are primarily in view as he 
pens the appalling catalogue of sin and vileness 
given in these verses, but it is obvious to every 
thoughtful man and woman, that those conditions 
are 

LITERALLY TRUE TO-DAY 

in many of the most advanced nations of the world. 
Many of us were horrified to read the other day of a 
great European power invading a neighbouring 
small country; blowing its towns to pieces with 
heavy artillery; dropping from the air, first threat-
ening pamphlets, and then following these with 
heavy bombs, causing "blood to flow like rivers" in 
the streets of open and defenceless villages. Each 
day, we are informed in the public press, of some 
further preparations for war; some further threat 
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of aggression; some broken pact between the nations, 
until days and nights are shadowed by fear of a 
world conflict, which it is acknowledged, will wreck 
what remains of "civilisation." Can anyone deny 
that the last two verses of our chapter (Weymouth's 
translation) are an accurate summing up of the 
nations to-day? "Destitute of common sense; faith-
less to their promises; without natural affection; 
without human pity. In short, though knowing 
full well the sentence which God pronounces against 
actions such as theirs, as things which deserve 
death, they not only practise them, but even en-
courage and applaud others who do them." But I 
can well imagine some of my hearers saying: "I 
entirely agree with what you have said, and that 
"they which commit such things are worthy of 
death," but no part of this indictment applies to me. 
I am not a rationalist, or an idolater, or immoral. 
I do my best to observe the decencies of life; I re-
gard with loathing those who do not; I am not 
consciously guilty before God." It must come with 
a sense of shock to you to read the first sixteen 
verses of chapter 2 where we have 

GOD'S INDICTMENT OF THE PHARISEE 
OF ANY RACE, 

the man who says, as in the parable of Luke 18. 11: 
"God, I thank Thee that I am not as other men 
are." In these verses you will observe it is not so 
much the mass of the nations as the individual, who 
is addressed. Some people look down with lofty 
contempt on those who are guilty of the baser sins. 
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Secure as they think in their own righteousness, 
they calmly take the place of privileged persons 
as assessors on the Judge's bench, cordially con-
curring with all that is said against the sins of 
others, but overlooking the fact that their place too, 
is at the bar and not on the bench. "Therefore thou 
art inexcusable 0 man, whoever you are who sit in 
judgment on others, for when you pass judgment 
on others, you condemn yourself, for you who sit in 
judgment on others, are guilty of the same things." 
That does not necessarily mean that you are guilty 
of the same vile and disgusting things practised 
by the openly wicked and abandoned. I would fain 
hope not. But you too, have sinned, perhaps against 
even greater light, and you must come to see your-
self as God sees you. The Pharisee, to whom I 
referred a moment ago compared himself with 
"other men." He was occupied with what he was 
not, but ignored what he was. Censoriousness to-
wards others, almost certainly is the fruit of con-
vinced self-righteousness, and that, God abhors. 
Judged by human standards of morality, your life 
may be unimpeachable, but the point of this passage 
is that 

HUMAN JUDGMENT IS OF NO MOMENT 

It is "the judgment of God" which alone is according 
to truth. A French aristocrat once remarked: "the 
Almighty would hesitate before He condemned for 
ever, a man of a Marquis' condition," and a good 
many people have the same idea of superiority and 
immunity from God's judgment, at the back of their 

4 
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minds. But "there is no favouritism with God." 
These verses emphatically state that God claims the 
prerogative of judgment, and that "He (and no 
other) will render to every man according to his 
deeds." Whether Jew or Gentile; religious or pro-
fane, if men come into judgment with God, condem-
nation is bound to follow. Are you prepared to face 
"the day when God will judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ," on your own merits? If so, you 
should clearly understand the principles on which 
that judgment will be made. "To them who by 
patient continuance (that is—without interruption) 
in well-doing, seek for glory and honour and im-
mortality—eternal life" (verse 7). Ask yourself 
honestly, my friend, if you can rise to the require-
ments of that standard, and remember too, that 
"whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend 
in one point; he is guilty of all" (James 2. 10). One 
who knew well what the result of such a meeting 
would be, prayed: "enter not into judgment with 
Thy servant, for in Thy sight shall no man living 
be justified" (Psalm 143. 2). If I were you, I should 
not risk it. No! humiliating to your pride as it must 
be, you can have no claim on Divine favour on the 
ground of obedience; you must own your guilt be-
fore God. The publican of Luke 18., unlike the 
Pharisee, was conscious of his guilt. Standing afar 
off, he would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast saying: 

"GOD BE MERCIFUL TO ME, THE SINNER" 

(literally, "God be propititious, to me, the sinner"). 
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The comment of the Son of God on his action was : 
"I tell you, this man went down to his house justi-
fied, rather than the other." We shall see later, 
that it is the wonder of the Gospel that it is God 
Who "justifieth the ungodly" (chap. 4. 5). Do not, 
I beseech you, be among those who "are contentious 
and do not obey the truth"; that way, lie indignation 
and wrath. How true are the poet's lines: 

"Too many, shocked at what should charm them most 
Despise the plain direction, and are lost." 

From chapter 2. 17 to chapter 3. 9 the apostle 
turns to 

GOD'S INDICTMENT OF THE JEW 

to show that he, too, must come under sentence of 
condemnation. Whatever may be said against "the 
chosen people," there can be no argument about the 
fact that God has conferred on them unique privi-
leges, as compared with other nations. In Romans 
9. 4, no less than eight distinctive blessings peculiar 
to the Jew, are given. "Who are Israelites; whose 
are the adoption; and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the temple service, 
and the promises; whose are the fathers, and out of 
whom is the Christ according to the flesh, He Who 
is God over all, Blessed for ever." These constitute 
indeed a great heritage. In this final count of God's 
indictment of the human race, the Jew is used as 
A TEST CASE. If, with all his unrivalled oppor-
tunities of knowing God, he fails to pass the test, 
there is indeed no hope for mankind anywhere, apart 
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from the grace of God. Paul—himself "an Hebrew 

of the Hebrews"—knew from personal experience 

only too well, the pride of race and of religion, which 

filled the hearts of his countrymen, and therefore 

knew the vital point at which to strike. "But, if 

thou art called a Jew and restest upon the law, and 

makest thy boast in God, and knowest His will . . . 

you, who teach your fellow man, do you refuse to 

teach yourself ?" The first damning charge against 

the Jew is, that 

HE KNEW THE LAW BUT DID NOT KEEP IT 

and the greater responsibility involved him in 

greater guilt than the Gentile. From the armoury 

of the ten commandments, the apostle selects sharp 

weapons with which to pierce the self-complacency 

of the man who rested so much on the law, but so 

utterly failed to observe it in practice, that "the 

Name of God was blasphemed among the Gentiles," 

by his inconsistencies. Further, the Jew boasted in 

circumcision—the Divinely ordered sign of the 

chosen nation—but the apostle presses home the 

truth that the external ordinance was of no value 

whatever unless it had a corresponding inward real-

ity. That is a principle of which we all need to 

be reminded. The fact of professing to be a 

Christian; of being a partaker of the outward ordin-

ances of the Church, if divorced from a righteous 

life, will only add to the guilt of the soul. 

The second charge against the Jew therefore, was 

that 
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CIRCUMCISION WAS OF NO PROFIT 

as a ground of righteousness before God. Thorough-
ly roused by this time, the Jew turns to defend 
himself. You can imagine the flashing-eyed, hawk-
nosed, gesticulating Rabbi angrily saying: "If the 
Jew stood before God in the same guilt as the Gen-
tile dog what advantage then, hath the Jew?" Why 
had God chosen his nation out of the ruck to be a 
separate people? At once, the apostle admits the 
advantage of the Jews. To begin with, at least, it 
was "much every way"; chiefly because that unto 
them were entrusted "the Oracles of God"—the 
utterances of God through His prophets and ser-
vants, in the Old Testament Scriptures. They had 
been made trustees of the Divine revelation, but 
the sad thing was, that though they guarded with 
a jealous care, the letter of these Scriptures, they 
had failed to obey the spirit of them. So it is, that 

THE JEW'S THIRD LINE OF DEFENCE 
COLLAPSES. 

The law; circumcision; the sacred Oracles, instead 
of establishing his righteousness, rose up against 
him as witnesses for the prosecution. Classing him-
self for the moment with his compatriots, the 
apostle demolishes the theory of Jewish superiority. 
"What then, are we (Jews) superior?" The 
answer is crushing and decisive: "No, in no wise, 
for we have before charged both Jews and Gentiles 
with being under sin" (chap. 3. 9). If further proof 
were needed, their own scriptures will testify. Quot- 
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ing from the Psalms and the Prophets, where God 
is seen looking down from heaven upon "the children 

of men"—that is men as a whole, irrespective of 
race or privilege—this is the finding :— 

(1) "There is not even one righteous man, no, 
not one." Man's will is distorted. 

(2) "There is not a man who understands." 
Man's intellect is darkened. 

(3) "There is not a man that seeketh after God." 
Man's emotions are deadened. 

If then, the inner life be polluted at the spring, 

it follows that the streams of its activities must be 
foul also. If the key positions of human personality 

have been brought under the dominance of sin, 

evidences of complete rout may be expected. The 
terrible description in verses 12-18 of man in action 

as God sees him, might well vanquish the last vestige 

of resistance in every one of us. These verses do 
not mean, that all these characteristics are apparent 
in every man. For example the charge that "their 

feet are swift to shed blood," would not be actually 

true of all. Nevertheless, all these proclivities are 

INHERENT IN EVERY MEMBER OF 
ADAM'S RACE, 

and only the restraining mercy of God, prevents 

their full expression. 
Thus the conclusion is reached that whether the 

openly ungodly as in chapter 1, or the professed 

moralist as in chapter 2, or the privileged religionist 
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(of whom the Jew was the best example) as in 
chapter 3--all are "weighed in the balances and 
found wanting." Faced with the stern challenge of 
the judgment of God, they all "fall short." Even 
though, like Job some may have proudly said: "my 
righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go; my 
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live" (Job 
27. 6), yet when the soul is brought into the search-
ing light of Him, Who is of "purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity," self- 
vindication gives place to a guilty silence. 	The 
summing-up of God's indictment against man is this: 
"therefore, on the ground of obedience to law, there 
shall no flesh be justified in His sight, for by the 
law is the sure knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3. 20). 

GOD ALONE CAN FIND A WAY OUT 

for guilty man and Blessed be His Name, He has. 
Listen, I pray you. "But now (in the good news of 
the Gospel) a righteousness of God, apart from law, 
is manifested, being attested by the law and the 
prophets. Even a righteousness of God which is by 
faith in Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them 
that believe" (verse 22). The Divinely provided 
remedy is coterminous with man's need. "ALL have 
sinned," but a righteousness of God is available for 
ALL. It is a bona fide offer to every soul, conscious 
of his guilt, yet is it possessed only by "them that 
believe." It has been won for you by EXPIATION; 
it can only be yours by APPROPRIATION. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

(Read Romans 3. 23-28; 4. 4-5; 4. 24-25; 5. 1) 

"For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 

"Being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God put forward as a Pro-
pitiatory Sacrifice, efficacious through faith, by His blood, to 
declare His righteousness in regard to the passing over of 
sins done before (that is, in a past dispensation) through 
the forbearance of God; to declare also at this present time, 
His righteousness, that He may be just, and the Justifier 
of him who believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It 
is excluded. By means of what law? Of works? Nay, 
but the law of faith. Therefore, we reckon that a man is 
justified by faith, apart from works of law." 

"Now to him that worketh is his reward not reckoned as 
of grace, but as of debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him Who justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
reckoned for righteousness." 

"Jesus our Lord . . . . Who was delivered up on account of 
our offences, and was raised up on account of our justi-
fication." 

"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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SUBJECT IV 

JUSTIFICATION 

Its necessity; its basis; its terms; and its results 

We are to consider the great and important subject 
of JUSTIFICATION; one of the Bulwarks of the 
Christian Faith; the first of the mighty peaks which 
go to make up the full range of Gospel truth. It is 
absolutely essential to an intelligent and joyous 
Christian experience to get a thorough grasp of this 
great subject, for it concerns the judicial relation of 
God to man, and of man to God, and nothing could 
be of higher importance. For this reason among 
others, it is placed right in the fore-front of the 
Epistle to the Romans. The section, chapter 3. 19-
24, is one of God's HALT SIGNS, bidding men to 
"pull up" and carefully consider their position be-
fore going further, for if we are not right about this, 
both doctrinally and experimentally, we may go 
fatally wrong. There is another and very interest-
ing reason why justification comes first in Paul's 
exposition of the Gospel to the Romans. The 
Romans were proud of their judicial standards, and 
with good cause, for Roman law is still the recog-
nised basis of British law to-day. Wherever the 
Roman eagles were carried to victory, thither fol-
lowed, almost at once, the whole machinery of their 
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system of law and justice, to consolidate what had 
been won. The Forum (where law was dispensed) 
was an integral part of the life of the empire, and 
we cannot but admire the Divine wisdom which led 
the Apostle to couch his letter to Rome, in forensic 
language (such as was used in law pleading) and 
the argumentative force of which his readers would 
appreciate. Especially does the writer want this 
people to understand, that "the Gospel of God"—
this new conqueror which had come on the field—
was not as other conquerors often are, ruthless, im-
placable and unjust, but was 

A RIGHTEOUS AND EQUITABLE MESSAGE. 

Let us begin then, by trying to define the meaning 
of the term, "justification." In its common everyday 
use, "to justify," simply means to vindicate, or to 
declare righteous, before a competent tribunal. For 
example, to "justify" an opinion; a statement; or a 
course of conduct, means, that tested by an acknow-
ledged authority—it may be the bar of public 
opinion, or of common conscience, or of the law of 
the land—that opinion; statement; or course of con-
duct is found to be right and equitable. You will 
find a good illustration of what is meant in Deuter-
onomy 25. 1: "If there be a controversy between 
men and they come unto judgment that the judges 
may judge them; then they shall justify the right-
eous, and condemn the wicked." In other words, the 
judges shall vindicate the position of the party 
whom they judge, after hearing the evidence, to be 
in the right in the eyes of the law. They will give 
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a verdict in his favour. You will see therefore, that, 
strictly speaking 

JUSTIFICATION IS NOT PARDON 

but an avouchment that the person examined is 
agreeable to, and accepted by, law. In human law-
courts, an offender under certain circumstances, 
might be pardoned, but he could not be regarded as 
righteous. Neither is justification the equivalent 
of forgiveness, for forgiveness may have to be re-
peated again and again, but justification is per-
manent in its results. When we pass however, from 
the general sense of the word to the teaching of 
the New Testament on the subject, we are con-
fronted with a different problem altogether. It is 
true, the word does not change its meaning, but the 
term is applied, not to the vindication of the right-
eous, but to the vindication of those who were un-
righteous. This is the marvel of the Gospel message. 
Now we come to the first point we have to consider, 
viz: 

THE NECESSITY FOR JUSTIFICATION. 

That great old philosopher, Job, who lived when 
the world was very young, and who evidently had 
the time and the inclination to think out some of 
the problems of human life; even in his far-off day 
recognised this necessity when he asked the ques-
tion: "flow then can a man (a sinful and guilty 
man) be justified with God?" (Job 25. 4). That 
question remained unanswered in its fulness, until 
it is raised and fully answered in the Epistle to the 
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Romans. In chapter 3 of this epistle a most solemn 
scene is depicted. The court of heaven is set. The 
Holy Judge of all the earth is on His tribunal. The 
whole world passes before His bar. Each generation 
of mankind, past, present, and to be, is represented. 
Privileged Jew and heathen Gentile; religious and 
profane; those who have had the spoken or written 
revelation of God to guide them; those who are 
"without law" but not without the light of con-
science. The finding of that court is final; there is 
no appeal against it, for it is the judgment of God, 
and it is according to truth. The result is, that 
every mouth is stopped and the whole world is 
brought in guilty before God (chap. 3. 19). Degrees 
of guilt there may be, and the Judge will discrim-
inate accordingly, but 

THE FACT OF HUMAN GUILT IS 
UNIVERSAL. 

In another passage we read: "the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin" (Gal. 3. 22). Man is a 
sinner as to his acts, by disobedience; as to his state 
in that he is found to be unrighteous; as to his mind 
in that he is at enmity with God. The result of 
that verdict is, that man stands, "condemned al-
ready"; he is no longer on probation, nor does he 
have to await the finding of the great judgment day; 
he is already tried and found wanting. One of the 
most tragic features of our modern world is that 
men fail to realise the appalling danger in which, 
by reason of their sin, they stand. If they give the 
subject serious thought at all, they seem to imagine 
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that in some vague, indefinite way, God will in the 

end, draw the mantle of His mercy over their ack-

nowledged guilt, and after a more or less severe 

reprimand, will pass them into His holy heaven, as 

citizens of the New Jerusalem. Those who think so 

are 

LIVING IN A REFUGE OF ETES 

and will surely have a rude awakening. The God of 

the Bible is certainly revealed as a God Whose 

Name and Whose Nature is LOVE; but He is also 

a God of inflexible holiness, Who can by "no means 

clear the guilty." He must punish sin, or cease to 

be God. He cannot be bribed or cajoled into the 

slightest deviation from righteousness, by any 

prayer or promise, or penance on the part of the 

offender. Not even an average amount of goodness, 

according to human standards, will qualify for His 

favour. He cannot lower His demands to suit the 

limitations of men. It must be "guilty" or "not 

guilty," righteous or unrighteous. Here then, lies 

the urgent and clamant need for justification; other-

wise sinful man, both in time and in eternity, must 

remain under the wrath of a just and infinitely holy 

God. The next point we have to consider is 

THE BASIS OF JUSTIFICATION. 

If the sinner is to be made righteous, so that he 

becomes agreeable to the holy law of God, how is 

this to be effected? It cannot be by his own efforts 

or attainments, for we read: "by the deeds of the 

law (on the ground of obedience to the law) shall 
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no flesh be justified in His sight, for by the law is 
the sure knowledge of sin" (chap. 3. 20). "The law 
was our schoolmaster (tutor) to bring us unto 
Christ," says Gal. 3. 24. It teaches us the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin, but it cannot show us how to 
escape the consequences of that sin. So utterly 
helpless is man's condition, that if by any miracle 
he is to be justified, God Himself must do it, and do 
it without abrogating one jot or tittle of His righte-
ous character. Let it be said with all reverence; 
this was 

THE GREATEST PROBLEM WHICH EVER 
CONFRONTED THE TRIUNE GOD. 

How can God be Just, and yet the Justifier of the 
sinner? In His Sovereign prerogative He might say 
to the sinner: "You may go; you are pardoned," 
but that would not be just to the claims of His Own 
throne. On the other hand, He might punish His 
rebel creature and banish him from His presence for 
ever; but that would not be agreeable to His love. 
Perhaps an Old Testament story may help us here. 
You remember that King David had a son called 
Absalom whom he loved with a deep affection, and 
whose handsome presence and winning ways made 
him immensely popular with the people. Absalom 
however, became guilty of a particularly brutal 
murder and had to flee the country. As a KING, 
David was legally bound to deal with his son just as 
he would deal with any of his subjects, guilty of a 
similar offence, but as a FATHER, his heart yearned 
over him. As the result of a clever piece of strategy 
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on the part of David's leading general, Joab, assisted 

by the wiles of "a wise woman" of Tekoah (2 Sam. 

14. 2) David was induced to compromise. Absalom 

was allowed to return to the country, with the 

proviso, that he was not to be allowed to see the 

king's face—not a very happy situation for either 

party. At the end of two years David relented, 

kissed his son, and restored him to his place. The 

sequel to this unrighteous settlement was disastrous. 

Some years later the ungrateful Absalom treacher-

ously raised a rebellion and usurped the throne. His 

aged father had to fly for his life. The final act in 

the drama was, that Absalom was killed in battle, 

while his heart-broken father could only mourn: "0 

Absalom, my son, my son; would God I had died 

for thee." That story faintly illustrates the position 

of God toward the sinner, with this important dif-

ference, that however much He yearned to save His 

rebel creature 

GOD MUST DEVISE RIGHTEOUS MEANS 

"that His banished be not expelled from Him" (2 

Samuel 14. 14). The triumph of the Gospel message 

is that these righteous means have been found. The 

barrier which hemmed in God's love and also hin-

dered man's approach to God, is broken down. Into 

that court of which we have spoken, comes a Being, 

strange and mysterious. The marks of cruel suffer-

ing are evident on His pale and dignified form. Five 

bleeding wounds bear witness that He is the Man 

of Calvary. In the solemn silence of the impasse 

which had arisen, He speaks. Using the words of 
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Isaiah 63. 1 in a vastly different sense from that in 
which they were first spoken, He introduces Himself 
as: "I, that speak in righteousness, MIGHTY TO 
SAVE." He pleads the merit of His atoning work 
on the Cross, as sufficient to satisfy every require-
ment of the throne of God against the mute and 
helpless sinner. Such was the peerless worth of the 
Sacrifice of the Son of God; such its infinite value 
in God's sight; that it is not only accepted in that 
court as vindicating the claims of God, but its full 
merit, as estimated by the Holy Judge, is graciously 
placed by Him at the disposal of the sinner. So we 
read "Whom God put forward (calling the 
sinner's attention to -the fact) as a Propitiatory 
Sacrifice 	 by His blood." 

PROPITIATION IS THAT WHICH APPEASES, 

hence we read in 1 John 2. 2: "He (Christ) 
is the Propitiation for our sins; (the word 
`our' refers to believers) and not for ours 
only, but for the whole world." Such is the 
value of the death of Christ in God's esteem that 
it is SUFFICIENT to meet the need of all mankind, 
although it is only EFFICIENT "through faith" on 
the part of the individual sinner. In Romans 3. 25 
the word "propitiation" is the Greek word "hilas-
terion" which primarily means "the place of pro-
pitiation," or as it is translated in Hebrews 9. 5, 
"mercy-seat." Once each year on the day of Atone-
ment, God and His people Israel "squared accounts." 
Within the "holiest of all" was the Ark of God with 
the Shechinah glory resting upon it; it stood for the 
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throne of God; it represented His claims. When the 
High Priest of Israel entered within the vail, into 
the immediate presence of God, he carried with him 
the blood of atonement, which he carefully sprinkled 
on and before the lid of the Ark, which thus came 
to be called, "the mercy-seat," changing what would 
certainly have been a throne of judgment, into a 
throne of grace, where God could commune with the 
representative of the people, on the ground of the 
shed blood. "'There I will meet with thee and I will 
commune with thee, from above the Mercy-seat" 
(Exod. 25. 22). The basis of justification therefore, 
is the propitiatory Sacrifice of the Blood of Christ. 
In the Gospel, God declares that He is now at liberty 
to act, not only in mercy, but in righteousness to-
ward the sinner, and that 

"Justice now withstands no more 

And mercy yields her boundless store." 

We must never forget, however, that whatever bless-
ings accrue to man through the work of Christ on 
the Cross (and who shall estimate these?), far more 
important were its results to God. "Glory to God 
in the highest" must come before "goodwill toward 
men." The death of the Cross, was not only essen-
tial to put man right in the sight of God, but it 
was also needed to put God right in the sight of men. 
It has enabled God "to declare His righteousness" 
on two counts. (1) In passing over the sins of 
believers under the old covenant, who had been 
FORGIVEN ON CREDIT, so to speak, in view of 
the Cross. (2) It enables God "during this present 

5 
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age" to be Just and yet the Justifier of him who 

believeth in Jesus (chap. 3. 26). Now we come to 

THE TERMS OF JUSTIFICATION. 

Do these involve that the sinner must first co-

operate with God and "do his bit" ? Do they meet 

him half-way and leave him to come the other half? 

Most certainly not; for then the sinner might 

reasonably claim a share in his justification on the 

ground of services rendered. It would in that case, 

be in part at least, a reward and not a gift. That is 

the point of the words in our lesson from chap. 4. 

4-5. "Now to him that worketh is his reward not 

reckoned as of grace, but as of debt. But to him 

that worketh not, but believeth on Him Who justi-

fieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteous-

ness." I have said many times, that there is a 

certain pompous gentleman who is never allowed 

within the precincts of heaven's court. 

HIS NAME IS MR. BOASTING. 

So the Apostle says: "where is boasting then? It 

is excluded" (ver. 27). Biblical history and personal 

experience have taught me, that a sinner conscious 

of his guilt, will very readily turn to God for deliver-

ance, but there is a persistent inbred tendency to 

assist God. I am reminded of Jacob, as he ap-

proached the territory of Esau. With the memory 

of his wrong-doing before his mind, and the fear of 

Esau's vengeance distressing him, he turned to God 

in the attitude of a suppliant: "I am not worthy of 

the least of all Thy mercies . . . . deliver me, I pray 
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Thee" (Genesis 32. 10). That was all right, and 
without doubt God would have undertaken his cause, 
but immediately he spoils the whole thing, by send-
ing on ahead of him present after present to Esau, 
his idea being: "I will appease him with the present 
that goeth before me and afterward I will see his 
face" (verse 20). I have met• a good many people 
who would like to get to heaven on the same terms. 
They know that they cannot dispense with the 
merits of Christ's atoning work, but just to make 
sure, they are attempting to send on that "present" 
before them. My friend, if that is your position, 
I hope your present will get "lost in transit," for 
be sure of this, you can offer no greater affront to 
the finished work of the Lord Jesus, and no greater 
insult to Almighty God, than to blend anything of 
self-effort with "the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus." As Dr. Handley Moule so well puts it: 
"justification is the acceptance of the sinful person, 
believing, irrespective of any consideration what-
ever, but the sacrifice of Jesus Christ accepted by 
faith." 

JUSTIFICATION IS SPOKEN OF IN THREE 
WAYS 

in this epistle, each of them quite consistent with 
the other: 

(1) "Justified freely by His (God's) grace" 
(chap. 3. 24). The grace of God originated 
the plan, and proclaims His purpose in "the 
Gospel of the grace of God." It gives un- 
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godly sinners all the benefit but claims all 
the credit, and well deserves the praise. 

(2) "Justified by His (Jesus) blood" (chap. 5.9). 
The worth of the precious blood He shed is 
the righteous ground on which the grace of 
God can act. The value which God has set 
on the Sacrifice of His Beloved Son, is the 
means and the measure of our justification. 

(3) "Justified by faith" (chap. 5. 1). So far as 
the believing sinner is concerned, FAITH IS 
THE NEXUS—the vital point of contact 
between him and the justification. Faith, 
although having no meritorious value in 
itself, is yet the definite act of reliance by 
which the believing one is incorporated into 

Christ, and is then reckoned by God to be 
involved in all the merit of His glorious 
Person and work. 

Quite recently, the Queen of England launched 

from its birth-place on the River Clyde, a stately 

vessel which will bear her own name. That tower-

ing mass of metal and wood, weighing many 

thousands of tons, was released from its cradle, 

simply by the pressure of Her Majesty's finger on 

an electric button. The act was about the simplest 

thing conceivable; a child could have done it. Yes, 

but it was 

NOT ONLY AN ACT BUT A CONTACT 

which set mighty forces in motion. Faith in Christ 

is just such a contact. It is the affirmation of the 
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soul's utter reliance upon Christ as Saviour. The 
moment a sinner acknowledges his guilt and puts 
in his personal claim to share in what Christ has 
done for him, God can do nothing else than justify 
him. It may be a silent transaction between your 
own soul and God, as you sit in this room. It may 
be quietly bowing your head as you at this moment 
say: "I will." Better still, it may be the open and 
public confession of Jesus as your Saviour and Lord. 
I do not much care what form it takes, but be clear 
about this, there must be a definite, personal accept-
ance of Christ as Saviour. When that takes place, 
you are once and for ever justified before God. 
Please notice it is 

NOT A QUESTION OF FEELINGS BUT 
OF FACTS 

and here are the essential facts. "Jesus our Lord 
(this is the language of the believer), Who was 
delivered up on account of our offences, and was 
raised up on account of our justification" (chap. 4. 
24-26). Turn these words over in your mind, for 
they give us the rock-foundation on which faith can 
rest; the death and the resurrection of Jesus our 
Lord. 

As you ponder them, ask yourself two questions. 
(1) Who delivered Him up on account of our 
offences? The answer is 	GOD. "He that spared 
not His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all" 
(chap. 8. 32). (2) Who raised Him up on account 
of our justification? The answer is again—GOD. 
"Whom God bath raised up," is a phrase which 
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occurs some 20 times in the New Testament. God 
gave Him up, because there was no other righteous 

way of getting rid of "our offences"; God raised Him 
up, because there was no more convincing way of 

showing how complete was His satisfaction with 

what His Son had done. "Therefore having been 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ." 

THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION 

are too vast to enumerate fully. Until the sinner 

is justified, God can have nothing to do with him, 

except in judgment. Once justified, there is no good 

thing God will withhold from him. This much is 

clear, that the tense of the verb—"having been justi-

fied"— indicates something done once for all; it 

cannot under any circumstances be forfeited; hence-

forth the righteousness of God has ranged itself on 

the side of the believer, enabling him to ring out the 

challenge: "Who shall lay anything to the charge 

of God's elect ?" But perhaps someone may say: 

"Have you not overlooked what the Apostle James 

says in his epistle: "by works a man is justified, and 

not by faith only" (chap. 2. 24) or again: "faith, if 

it hath not works, is dead" ? (chap. 2. 17). No, I 

have not overlooked that fact. The simple explana-

tion is, that Paul in Romans is speaking of justifica-

tion before God, while James is speaking of justifi-

cation before men. There is nothing inconsistent 

here. When a man is justified before God and knows 

it, his fellow-men are entitled to say to him: "show 

us your faith by your works." If he is accounted 
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righteous before God, it is expected that the believer 
will lead a righteous life before men. I have heard 
my father tell of a railway carter in the city of 
Glasgow who had been a rough, swearing man, but 
who had been converted at a series of evangelistic 
meetings. Rather shy and undemonstrative, after 
his great experience, he was asked by the preacher 
sometime afterwards: "Well, James, do any of your 
old friends know you have been converted?" "Man," 
was his reply, "ma verra horse kens that" (my very 
horse knows that). There is good reason to believe 
that his statement was no more than the sober truth. 
It was a case of "works" proving manward, the 
reality of the change which had taken place God-
ward. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON. 

(Read Romans 5. 1-2; 5. 6-11; Colossians 1. 20-22; 
2 Cor. 5. 18-21). 

"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Whom 
also, we have had access by faith into this state of favour 
wherein we stand, and exult in hope of the glory of God" 
(Romans 5. 1-2). 

"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. For it is scarcely conceivable that 
any one would die for a simply just man, although for a 
good man, perhaps, someone would dare to die. But God 
gave proof of HIS love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him. For, if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be kept safe in His life. And not only 
so, but we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through Whom we have now received this reconciliation" 
(Romans 5. 6-11). 

"And having made peace through the blood of His Cross, 
by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself (God), whether 
the things on earth or the things in the heavens. And you, 
who were made to be aliens, and enemies in your mind in 
your evil works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of 
His (Jesus) flesh, through death" (Col. 1. 20-22). 

"And all things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Him-
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did entreat by us; we beseech in Christ's 
stead, be reconciled to God. For He hath made Him 
(Christ) to be sin for us; Him Who knew no sin; that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 
5. 18-21). 

it  

14 
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SUBJECT V 

RECONCILIATION 

A change from enmity to friendship. 

You will observe from our Scripture reading that 
we start from the passage at which we finished, when 
considering the subject of Justification. We have 
seen that since Christ has died and risen, and God 
can therefore become the Justifier, the believing 
sinner is not only pardoned, but actually found to 
be agreeable to the Holy Judge, and is sent out of 
heaven's court without a charge against him. 
"There is therefore now no condemnation (no 
adverse sentence) to them who are in Christ Jesus" 
(chapter 8. 1). But that is not the whole story. 
It is quite conceivable for a man to appear in an 
earthly court of law; be examined by the judge; 
be vindicated from every charge against him, and 
yet have no love in his heart for that judge; no 
feeling of friendship toward him. That condition 
of things would not satisfy the heart of God in 
His dealings with His creature. Judicial relations 
between God and man are settled by justification; 
personal relations are settled by reconciliation. To-
night we are to look at the subject of Reconcilia-
tion, which unfolds how God achieved the wonder 
of not only justifying the sinner, but of subduing 
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the enmity which was in that sinner's heart, toward 
Him. Reconciliation denotes 

A CHANGE FROM ENMITY TO FRIENDSHIP. 

The word in the Greek language means to "change 

completely round."* It pre-supposes that discord 
has crept in where harmony should have reigned; 

that some disaster has occurred to disturb the re-
lations which should subsist between God and man, 

and therefore there is an urgent need for reconcili-
ation if God is to be satisfied and the sinner blessed. 

It should be noted, that the need for reconciliation 
is on the sinner's part. Man has become an enemy 

of God, but God has never been the enemy of man. 
I greatly dislike criticising some of our fine old 

hymns, but there is one, at least, I can never sing 

as it stands: 

"My God is reconciled, 

His pardoning voice I hear." 

because it conveys (no doubt, unintentionally) an 

altogether unscriptural view of the case. God did 
not require to be reconciled, although the claims of 

His throne did require to be propitiated; that is quite 

another matter. In the passage we read in Colos-

sians 1 we have the sad story of how the entrance 
of sin, not only made man guilty, but severed his 

relations with God. Men have become alienated in 

their spirits; enemies in their minds; as a result, 

*The words "make reconciliation for the sins of the people'• (lleb. 2. 17), 

In our Authorised Version, are very misleading, The word should be "pro. 

pitlation" not "reconciliation." 
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they express "evil works" in their physical acts. 
These facts are true of every man and woman who 
has not yet been saved. It is not, I think generally 
understood, that the alienation here (verse 21) is 
primarily, the act of God. The clause might be 
rendered 

"YOU, WHO WERE MADE TO BE ALIENS," 

a phrase, commonly used in the days of the Apostle, 
of those who had lost their citizenship. When man 
by his own deliberate act, revolted against the 
Sovereignty of his Creator, God had no other option 
than to terminate the fellowship which had existed 
in Eden. We read: "He drove out the man, and He 
placed at the east of the garden of Eden, cherubims, 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to 
keep the way of the tree of life" (Gen. 3. 24). 
What was true of Adam, has in essence become true 
of all his posterity. Isaiah 59. 2 says : "your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have made Him hide His face from 
you." How many there are who do not realise that 
this is true of them. They may take God's Name 
upon their lips in professed worship; they may be 
undoubtedly respectable and even religious, but if 
still in their sins, they are alienated from God—not 
on terms of friendship. Thus saith the Lord: "this 
people draw near Me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour Me, but have removed their 
heart far from me, and their fear toward Me is 
taught by the precept of men" (Isa. 29. 13). Will 
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any thoughtful man deny that here is an uncomfort-
ably accurate description of many people to-day? 
The next clause of the verse in Colossians 1 goes 
on to say: 

"AND ENEMIES IN YOUR MIND." 

That is the natural sequence to the first clause. 
Alienation leads to estrangement on man's part and 
eventually to enmity. "The carnal mind (the mind 
of the natural man) is enmity against God; it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it 
be" (Romans 8. 7). That enmity may take vastly 
different forms. It may be seen in the "no God" 
attitude of the Bolshevik or the atheist; it may be 
in the cynical contempt of the rationalist or the 
ideologist; it may be in the brutal and licentious 
vices of the libertine or the criminal, or it may be 
concealed from man, but not from God, by a pro-
fession of religion which sorely irks the professor, 
but which, for appearance sake, he has to maintain. 
In each case, it manifests itself in "evil works." The 
whole inner being of man in his unregenerate state 
is out of harmony with God and no matter what his 
behaviour be in the eyes of man, in God's sight, 
the sum total of his activities is summed up in these 
two words—"evil works." That was, and is the 
situation between God and man in his sins, nor can 
man by his own effort get out of the terrible 
strangle-hold in which sin has placed him. Four 
terms are used in Romans 5 to bring home to the 
sinner, his lost and undone condition. 
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(1) He is said to be 

"WITHOUT STRENGTH." 

The word used in the original here is a very com-
prehensive one. It is elsewhere translated, "weak," 
"sick" and "impotent"—this last being used in Acts 
4 to describe the man who was lame from birth. 
The whole bearing of the words "without strength," 
is to visualise man's helplessness. I remember my 
mother telling me, that what first made her con-
scious of her deep need as a sinner, was hearing the 
late Ira D. Sankey singing with great feeling his 
immortal hymn: "There were ninety and nine"; 
based, as you know, on the parable of the lost sheep 
of Luke 15. One of the lines of that hymn, runs: 

"Sick, and helpless and ready to die" 

and interprets accurately, what is meant by the 
words—"without strength." 

(2) The second term used, also in verse 6, is the 
word "UNGODLY." That is man's depravity. 

(3) The third term used is the word "SINNERS." 
That is man's guilt. 

(4) The last word used is "ENEMIES," indicating 
man's hostility to God. 

I wonder if we have all recognised ourselves in 
this description? Have all of us here, humbled our-
selves, and taken the names God has given us? 
Adolphe Monod, the French saint and teacher, once 
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felt that he could not charge himself with being 
in such a condition. Later, he saw deeper, and said: 
"when the veil of my flesh shall fall, I shall recognise 
this as the truest portrait of my natural heart ever 
painted." If, in the pride of your heart you say: 
"that is a libel; that is not, and never has been, my 
character," then 

I HAVE NO MESSAGE FOR YOU. 

You put yourself beyond the pale of the Gospel's 
power, and all I can say to you is what the Lord 
said to Zacchmus: "make haste and come down." 
The question now is, "how can there be reconcilia-
tion, between God, and man in this condition?" This 
is where the marvellous love of God is manifested. 
On a previous occasion, I emphasised the righteous-
ness of God in justifying the sinner. Here for the 
first time in this epistle, we see 

THE LOVE OF GOD AT WORK. 

The marked contrast between human and Divine 
love is shown in verses 7 and 8. Human love finds 
something in its object to compel it to take action, 
God gave proof of His Own love (as distinct from 
any other kind of love) in that while we were "with-
out strength"; "ungodly"; "sinners"; "enemies"; He 
so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten 
Son. In short, God Himself took the initiative in the 
work of reconciliation. He hated with utter loath-
ing, man's sin, but He loved with a great and 
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yearning heart, the sinner. No wonder old Faber 
wrote: 

"Souls of men! why will ye scatter 

Like a crowd of frightened sheep; 

Foolish hearts! why will ye wander 

From a love so true and deep? 

There's a wideness in God's mercy 

Like the wideness of the sea, 

There's a kindness In His justice 
Which is more than liberty. 

For the love of God is broader 

Than the measure of man's mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind." 

I do not usually give away the private emotions 
of my heart, but I do not mind telling you that as 
I read these verses in Romans 5 and pondered them 
in the quiet of my own room, a big lump rose in my 
throat, and the tears started unbidden to my eyes. 
I wish I could put into words what I feel about the 
love of God to men. 

HOW DID THAT LOVE MOVE TOWARD ITS 
OBJECT? 

Listen to the words of 2 Car. 5. 19: "God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them." Here is the 
love of God in its activity, and note the first move 
came from His side, not from ours. "Not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son" 
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(1 John 4. 10). In the Person of Emmanuel, "God 
was in Christ." The One Who was the Image of the 
Invisible God, became visible in human flesh. The 
Creator of worlds; the Adored One of angels, became 
the Infant of Bethlehem; the Man of Nazareth. For 
over three and thirty years He moved in and out 
among men radiating God's love, compassion and 
mercy in a thousand ways; yet, such was the enmity 
of the heart of man, that at the end of that 
beneficent life, with every conceivable form of insult 
and indignity, men nailed Him to a felon's cross. 
At the Cross, the hatred of man to God's Son showed 
itself to the point of frenzy. Jew and Gentile; priest 
and people; judge and convict; learned and ignorant, 
combined to slay Him Who had come as the Incar-
nate God, to reconcile. Would it have been extra-
ordinary, do you think, if Almighty God, at that 
awful crisis, had altered His purpose; closed the 
heavens, and destroyed the rebellious race? You 
must agree, it would have been perfectly just, had 
He done so. But instead of that, the amazing truth 
is, that God used the very death of His Beloved Son 
—the most fiendish exhibition of human hatred ever 
seen, to lay 

THE RIGHTEOUS BASIS OF MAN'S 
RECONCILIATION. 

At this point, I want to warn you against two 
prevalent and deadly errors, based on a wrong in-
terpretation of the words, that "God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself." The first error 
assumes that since God was in Christ reconciling 
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the world, the world is, in fact, reconciled. That is 
a delusion fostered by "the father of lies" to smooth 
the path of the careless, to a lost eternity. It is 
not true to say, that Christ either by His life,or by 
His death, or by both, reconciled the world. On 
the contrary, just before He went to the Cross He 
said: "now is the judgment of this world" (John 12. 
31) not its reconciliation. Not only is this error 
absolutely contrary to the teaching of Scripture, 
but it is controverted by the actual facts of world 
conditions to-day. The second error arises from the 
mistaken assumption that the passage teaches that 
God IS in Christ, reconciling the world. The process 
is said to be going on now, and in confirmation of 
the fallacy, words addressed to believers in Christ, 
are wrested from their context, and made to apply 
to all men. From many a pulpit and platform, the 
words addressed "unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth with all the saints" (2 Cor. 1.1), viz: "all 
things are of God Who hath reconciled us to Him-
self by Jesus Christ," are applied to mixed con-
gregations of saved and unsaved. Very comforting, 
no doubt, for those who are on their way to hell, 
to be told that they are reconciled to God; but a 
tragic delusion. The whole theory is based on bad 
grammar and worse theology. When God in Christ 
came into a rebel world, seeking by a display of 
His love and grace to disarm the suspicion and 
enmity of men, they "received Him not," and it was 
made clear beyond all doubt, that if reconciliation 
was to be brought about, it would not be by Christ 
living, but by Christ dying. This brings us back to 

6 
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our passage in Colossians 1: "You, that were made 

to be aliens, and enemies in your mind in your evil 

works, yet now hath He reconciled, in the body of 

Ifis (Jesus) flesh through death." 

THE ONLY ONE ON WHOM DEATH HAD 
NO CLAD—DIED. 

Died, not because He was the Victim of man's hate; 

not because the agonies of the Cross wore down His 

physical powers; not because His side was opened 

by the soldier's spear, but because in love to man, 

and in obedience to His Father's will, He laid down 

that peerless life as an atonement for human sin. 

"When we were enemies we were reconciled to God 

by the death of His Son" (says the apostle, writing 

to believers). My friend, I ask you, could God do 

more than this? What the experience of the Cross 

meant to the Lord Jesus, I cannot attempt to ex-

plain. When I read as in 2 Cor. 5. 21: "God hath 

made Him to be sin for us (Him Who knew no sin) 

that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him," I confess I am faced with a mystery alto-

gether beyond my power to understand. This much 

I do know. That alienation from God, which was 

mine as a sinner, became His when He hung alone 

in these three awful hours of darkness. Into that 

strange and desolate place of death and distance, 

He went for me. The utmost penalty of God's holy 

law against sin—my sin—sin the hateful and damn-

ing thing itself was exacted from the Son of God. 

The fury of God's wrath against sin, as that which 

had deranged His creation, burst like a tempest on 
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the devoted head of the Holy Sufferer. As I look 
on the Cross of Christ, I often recall the moving 
lines of Henry Suso—that saintly man of the dark 
ages, in which he represents the Lord Jesus speak-
ing: 

"Would'st know My glory, beloved 
Know Me—the Great I AM? 
First, must thine eyes behold Me 
The slain and the stricken Lamb. 

My visage, so marred, more than any 
My form, than the sons of men, 
Yet to the heart I have found Me 
I am the Fairest, then. 

Thou knowest the sun by his glory 
Thou knowest the rose by her breath, 
Thou knowest the fire by its glowing, 
Thou knowest My love by My death. 

Would'st know in My vast creation 
Where the rays of My glory meet 
Where to Mine awful righteousness 
The kiss of My peace was sweet? 

Where shine forth the wisdom and wonder 
Of God's everlasting plan? 
Behold on the Cross of dishonour 
A cursed and a dying Man. 

But when He cried with His latest breath in the 
loud, strong voice, not of a dying Man, but of a 
Conqueror—"FINISHED," so far as God was con-
cerned, sin as a barrier between God and man was 
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for ever removed. That marvellous Sacrifice has 

allowed God righteously to 

CANCEL THE SENTENCE OF ALIENATION 

and now, Christ risen from the dead is the Head of 
a new creation, into which all who believe on Him 

are introduced and welcomed, because they have 
"become the righteousness of God in Him." And 

so the Gospel is called "the ministry of reconcilia-
tion." It represents God as no longer driving out 
man, but bidding him draw near. It bids the Gospel 

ambassadors go out to all men everywhere, as 
though God did entreat through them, and the 

message they are charged to deliver is: "We beseech, 
in Christ's stead, be reconciled to God." It is a 
tremendous undertaking for me to stand here to-

night "in Christ's stead." I wish I could more 

worthily be His envoy, and make you feel the deep 
yearning of His heart for you, as with out-stretched 

hands I make appeal to any who are still uncon-
sciously or deliberately, In a state of enmity : 

"BE RECONCILED TO GOD." 

If you do accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, 
you will find a tremendous change has taken place 

in your relationship with God. The opening verses 
of Romans 5 give us some of these results. 

(1) "WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD." That is 
a fact, not a feeling. Once true, it is always 
true. "Peace with God" is quite distinct from 
"the peace of God" (Phil. 4. 7). The latter 
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is that tranquillity of mind which the believer 
ought to have in his experience under every 
circumstance of life, as a result of casting 
all his anxiety upon God; this peace may 
therefore depend to a large extent on his 
spiritual state. But "peace with God" is a 
fixed condition resulting from a cessation of 
hostilities—an end of estrangement with God. 
More than once, the Lord Jesus when on 
earth, said to a needy, seeking soul: "thy 
faith hath saved thee; go in peace." Liter-
ally the last three words are "GO INTO 
PEACE." When God sends the believing 
sinner "into peace," He never sends him out 
again. He may falter and alter, 

"But peace with God remains the same, 
No change Jehovah knows." 

(2) "BY WHOM (Christ) WE HAVE HAD 
ACCESS by faith into this state of 
favour in which we stand." This 
is something which brings the soul 
nearer still to God. So far as I know 
I am at peace with his gracious Majesty who 
is the King of this realm, but I have no access 
into the royal presence. God will be satisfied 
with nothing less for His people. Instead of 
being in disgrace, we have now received the 
right of way into a permanent state of grace; 
instead of falling, afraid and ashamed in the 
Divine Presence, "we stand" conscious of our 
acceptance. We are now on speaking terms 
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with God; able at anytime to approach Him 
in worship, praise or prayer. 

(3) "WE EXULT IN HOPE OF THE GLORY OF 
GOD." We look forward exultingly to the 
glory, which as we shall see in future talks 
we are to share with Christ. In fact it is 
already assured to us, as a necessary part of 
the eternal purpose. "Whom He justified; 
them He also glorified" (chap. 8. 30). There 
then, in three short clauses, you have the 
believer's biography in brief. 

As to his past, since conversion—at peace with God; 
as to his present—having access into the Presence 
of God; as to the future—exulting in hope of the 
glory of God. Then, as we get to know Him, and 
learn from His Word how fully and adequately He 
has met our every need, we enter into an experience 
which at one time seemed impossible: 

"WE JOY IN GOD." 

"through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we have 
received this reconciliation." This is the Cope-stone 
of reconciliation. It is a joy that does not depend 
on our circumstances, be they dark or cheerful. It 
is not even the result of the conscious sense of sal-
vation from sin; from judgment; from hell. It is 
a joy which comes from being engaged with the 
Blesser, rather than the blessings. It is the quiet, 
unspeakable happiness surging in the soul, which 
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snuggles down into the arms of Infinite Love, say-
ing: 

"But of God none can bereave me 
Thou remalnest—God my Joy." 

Such is the change which reconciliation makes in the 
heart of a former enemy of God. William Hone, 
once an infidel lecturer, after his conversion, wrote 
on the fly-leaf of his Bible these lines : 

"The proudest heart that ever beat 
Hath been subdued in me; 

The wildest will that ever rose 
To scorn Thy cause, or aid Thy foes 
Is quelled, my God, by Thee." 

One thing more. So far-reaching is the effect of 
the death of Christ, that we read in Colossians 1. 20 
that having made peace by the blood of His 
(Christ's) Cross, God will 

RECONCILE ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF 

"whether the things on the earth or the things in 
the heavens." We are reminded that not only man, 
but the whole creation has been fatally deranged 
by sin. That is the cause of all the suffering, sor-
row, pain, war, catastrophes, and death which every-
where spread their dark shadow over us. Not only 
earth—the human sphere, but "the heavens"—the 
sphere of the angelic host, have been stained by 
sin, for the first great rebellion under Satan, origin-
ated there, and therefore "the heavens are not 
clean" in God's sight (Job 15. 15). Even yet the 
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lower or aerial heavens are the seat of an enemy 
government, where "wicked spirits" exercise their 
malign influence on the affairs of earth, and from 
which they will only be ejected after a pitched battle 
with the archangel Michael and his angels, on a day 
to come (Rev. 12. 7). God does not intend that any 
contending influence, contrary to His will, shall be 
allowed to remain, or that the scars of past conflicts 
will disfigure any part of His universe. Since the 
Lord Jesus 

"TASi ED DEATH FOR EVERY THING" 

(Hebrews 2. 9) God will see to it, that nothing un-
worthy of that death, will be allowed to mar that 
united empire of heavenly and earthly glory, which 
will one day be His. In his great vision as described 
in Revelation 21, John says: "I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away, and there was sea no more. 
And I heard a great voice from heaven saying: Be-
hold the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe out all tears from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the former things 
are passed away." When that happy day shall 
dawn; the unbroken serenity and fadeless beauty 
of it, will be due to the reconciling work of Christ 
on the Cross. You would not like to be left out of 
that, would you? Remember that while reconcilia-
tion will extend to all things on the earth, and all 
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things in the heavens, there is one sphere which will 
be conquered by 

SUBJUGATION AND NOT RECONCILIATION. 

Alas! there will be some who will stand out from 
this hard-won reconciliation. Some will live and die 
in a state of alienation from God and remain in that 
state in a lost eternity. They will be compelled to 
obey the fiat of Almighty God, "that at the Name 
of Jesus every knee shall bow" (Phil. 2. 10) but 
their submission has come too late, for in that awful 
place to which the Christ rejecter goes, he carries 
his enmity with him, and so remains an eternal 
rebel against the love of God. 

"And when the rebel chooses wrath 

God mourns his hapless lot; 

Deep breathing from His heart of love 

I WOULD—BUT YE WOULD NOT." 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Read carefully Romans 5. 12-21; 6. 1-13 and 20-23). 

"Wherefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, 
and through sin, death, and so death spread through upon 
all men, for that all have sinned" (chap. 5. 12). 
"So then, as by one offence, the bearing upon all men was 
toward condemnation, so also through one accomplished 
righteousness, the bearing upon all men is toward justifica-
tion of life. For as by one man's disobedience, many were 
constituted sinners, even so, by the obedience of One, shall 
many be constituted righteous" (chap. 5. 18-19). 
"But where sin abounded, grace did over-abound, in order 
that as sin reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, 
through righteousness, unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord" (chap. 5. 20-21). 
"To what conclusion then shall we come? Shall we continue 
in sin that grace may abound? Cod forbid. We, who died 
unto sin, how shall we live any longer therein? Know ye 
not, that all of us who were baptised into Jesus Christ, were 
baptised into His death? Therefore, we are buried with 
Him by baptism, into death; that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the Father's glorious power, even so we 
also, should walk in a new kind of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall also 
be one with Him in resurrection. Knowing this, that our old 
man was crucified with Him, that sin's body might be 
rendered powerless, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
For he that is dead, is legally freed from sin" (chap. 6. 1-7). 
"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey its desires. Neither be yielding your members 
as weapons of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as weapons of righteousness unto God" (chap. 6. 
12-13). 
"For when ye were the bondservants of sin ye were under no 
subjection to righteousness. What fruit had ye then? Things 
whereof ye are now ashamed, for the end of those things is 
death. But now, being freed from sin, and become bond-
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (chap. 
6. 20-23). 
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SUBJECT VI 

IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST 
How God deals with sin in the believer's nature 

Romans 5. 12 commences a distinctly new section 
of the Epistle. Up to this point it has been dealing 
with the question of SINS, that is, actual breaches 
of the law of God. It has striven to bring home 
to the sinner that he has been found guilty before 
God, and yet shows that by the work of His Son on 
the Cross, God has been able to find a righteous 
means of justifying every one who believes in Jesus. 
Judicially, the matter is settled, and the case will 
never be re-opened against the justified one. Now 
we are to see how God deals with the question of 

SIN IN THE BELTEVER'S NATURE. 

Sins are the fruit; sin is the root. A man does 
not become a sinner because he sins, but he sins 
because he is a sinner. Many Christians, and 
especially young Christians, who are clear enough 
as to how God has dealt with their sins, are sorely 
perplexed because after their conversion, they be-
come painfully conscious that sin still dwells in 
them, and in fact seems more active even than in 
their unconverted days. I can fully sympathise with 
those who are in this condition, for it was my own 
experience in my early Christian life. Until we get 
out of this state, we are either in perpetual conflict 
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and bondage, or we callously settle down to regard 
it as a plague from which we cannot be rid, this 
side of heaven. This condition of things is not what 
God wants for His people, nor is it the way to be 
"a really happy Christian." Just as God's way of 
deliverance from the guilt of sins is found through 
justification, so God's way of deliverance from the 
consequence of sin in the nature is found in the 
truth of Identification with Christ. In the end of 
Romans 5. we have brought before us 

THE TWO GREAT FEDERAL HEADS OF 
THE HUMAN RACE 

namely, Adam and Christ, or as they are called in 
1 Cor. 15. 45 "the first man, Adam" and "the last 
Adam." By nature, all of us are identified with 
the first head; by grace, all who are believers in 
Christ are reckoned by God to have passed out of 
their standing in Adam, and to be identified with 
"the Second Man—the Lord from heaven." Let us 
see how this works out. We are told in chapter 5. 
14 that Adam was "the figure (type) of Him that 
was to come." Adam and Christ are alike in this, 
that both are Heads of distinct races, yet are they 
immeasurably in contrast, the one to the Other. 
Verse 12 tells us that "by one man (Adam) sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin." The 
first Adam became "a living soul" by the creative 
power of God. It was given to him to become the 
fountain-head of natural life to his posterity. But 
by his fall he admitted sin into the world, and since 
after his fall his family was born, they and all their 
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descendants inherited an infected and corrupt nature 

from him. Sin in the nature therefore, has become 

the common characteristic of all Adam's race. Then 

death followed sin, and so "death spread through 

unto all men, because all have sinned" (ver. 12). 

On the other hand, "the last Adam," by virtue of 

His atoning death and resurrection, "became a Life-

giving Spirit." In resurrection, on the other side of 
death and judgment, He has become 

THE HEAD OF A NEW CREATION 

and all who by faith are united to Him share His 

life, His standing, His acceptance before God. 
I should like to have taken a blackboard and put 

down side by side, these two Heads, with the con-

trast and comparison between them. Let me try to 

do it in imagination thus: 

ADAM 	 CHRIST 

"The first Man." 
"Of the earth, earthy." 
"Became a living soul" 

(Gen. 2. 7). 
The fountain-head of natural 

life. (Gen. 1. 28). 
Adam's one offence brought 

death. 

"By one man's disobedience 
many were constituted 
sinners." 

In Adam, "sin abounded." 

Man's sin put death on the 
throne. 

"The last Adam." 
"The Lord from heaven." 
"Became a Life-giving 

Spirit" (1 Cor. 15. 45). 
The Fountain-Head of eter-

nal life. (1 John 4. 9). 
Christ's one accomplished 

righteousness brought 
life. (Romans 5. 18). 

"By One Man's obedience, 
many were constituted 
righteous." (Rom. 5. 19). 

In Christ, "grace over-
abounded." (Rom. 5. 20). 

Divine grace put life on the 
throne, and "we reign in 
life, through Christ." 

(Rom. 5. 17). 
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The marvellous work of Christ has not only re-
stored, or will restore, what Adam lost, but both God 
and the believer have become actually gainers there-
by. It was the law of the Trespass Offering, under 
the Mosaic economy, that not only had the tres-
passer to make good the actual loss done by his 
wrong, but he must add a fifth by way of restitution, 
so that the injured party became a gainer. So with 
God and the believing sinner. God has gained by 
the Sacrifice of His Son on the Cross. Had man 
continued in a state of innocence God would really 
have gained nothing. "Is it gain to Him, that thou 
makest thy ways perfect?" said Eliphaz to Job (Job 
22. 3). The believer has gained. Man might have 
remained in a state of innocence in an earthly para-
dise; his physical life might have been prolonged 
indefinitely, but his posterity would still have re-
mained sons of Adam. In the new creation, eternal 
life is ours; we are "the sons of God"; a heavenly 
inheritance is reserved for us, while God and the 
believing sinner are brought into an infinitely closer 
relationship than would have been possible had 
Adam not sinned at all. How true it is, that "where 
sin abounded, grace did over-abound" (chap. 5. 20). 
Here then is God's way of deliverance for the be-
liever who is conscious of the presence of sin still 
in his nature. It is to realise that he is part of a 
new creation, established in resurrection, of which 
Christ is the Head, and that HE HAS DIED OUT 
OF HIS STANDING IN THE OLD CREATION, 
by the death of Christ. 
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Let there be no mistake. The old nature still 
remains in the believer, and will remain, so long as 
he is "in the body." If he does not look out it may 
give him plenty of trouble, yet it is powerless to 
dissever him from his union with Christ. 

In Chapter 6 we have 

THE PRACTICAL ISSUES OF IDENTIFICATION 

with Christ. "To what conclusion then, shall we 
come?" is the question asked in verse 1. If grace 
has abounded so wondrously over sin," shall we con-
tinue in sin that grace may abound"? Please notice, 
it does not say, "shall we continue to sin," but "shall 
we continue in sin"? This is quite a different mat-
ter. Sin here, and throughout the chapter is per-
sonified as if it were a tyrannical master, to whom 
we were under servitude as slaves. The question is, 
are we still under contract to this master? The 
reply is, "God forbid" (far be the thought). "We 
who died unto sin, how shall we live any longer 
therein?" It is a great and blessed fact that "Christ 
died for our sins," but here we are taught the 
further truth, that "He died unto sin, once for all" 
(verse 10). He will never have anything more to 
do with it again save as Judge of the unrepentant 
sinner, and believers, in God's reckoning, have also 
died with Christ to sin. In verse 3 is stated 

A FACT OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE 

and one, I think, which has not been sufficiently 
understood. "Know ye not, that all of us who were 
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baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptised into His 
death"? I take it, this verse does not mean baptism 
in water. It is not here the ordinance, but the fact 
on which the ordinance is based, and is true of all 
believers, whether they have been baptised in water 
or not. Here, God is the Baptiser and death is the 
element in which all believers have been baptised. 
You remember how the Lord Jesus, in anticipation 
of the Cross said, "I have a baptism to be baptised 
with, and how am I straitened until it be accom-
plished" (Luke 12. 50). That baptism took place 
when He was immersed under the waves and billows 
of God's wrath against sin, leading Him to cry out 
in the prophetic language of Psalm 69. "the waters 
are come in unto My soul; I sink in the mire of the 
depth, where there is no standing; I am come into 
deep waters where the floods overflow Me." In that 
death, we who are believers also died; in that awful 
judgment which fell on our Substitute, we were 
judged. In the sight of God, our standing in Adam 
came to an end there. Then, in the following verse, 
and in its proper place, comes the ordinance and 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WATER BAPTISM. 

"Therefore (since it is a fact that we died with 
Christ) we are buried with Him in baptism (water 
baptism) unto death" (verse 4). To leave a dead 
body unburied was, to the Jew especially, the great-
est possible indignity. So it is that, accepting God's 
verdict, the believer obeys the ordinance of baptism, 
as the outward and public confession of the inward 
conviction that he has "died unto sin," and it was 
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the universal practice of the early believers, that 
baptism in water followed almost immediately after 
confession of faith in Christ. To Saul of Tarsus, 
after his conversion, Ananias said, "Arise and be 
baptised, and wash off thy sins, calling on the Name 
of the Lord" (Acts 22. 16). That does not mean 
that baptism in water cleanses from sin. Only the 
Blood of Christ can do that before God, but BE-
FORE MEN it was the public avowal that he had 
done with sin. I do not know why believers who 
know these things, should hesitate to publicly own 
their identification with Christ, in this simple, but 
extremely solemn ordinance. It is not an ordinance 
which is reserved for the advanced and experienced 
believer only. It meets him in the infancy of his 
knowledge; in fact, it meets him where the Cross of 
Christ finds him. 1 Peter 3. 21 cans baptism, "the 
demand of a good conscience towards God." An evil 
conscience knows what I have done; a good con-
science knows what Christ has done, and so the 
intelligent believer asks for baptism, that he may 
publicly declare that he accepts the place God has 
given him, as dead with Christ. But baptism is also 
the expression of our resurrection with Christ. It 
consists of two simple acts, namely— 

IMMERSION AND EMERGENCE. 

The baptised person is laid down under the water 
for an instant, thereby professing to have taken his 
place in death—admitting that was his due; that is 
immersion. Then he is immediately raised up out 
of the water, emerging from the symbolic grave, as 

7 
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Christ was raised from the dead, henceforth to walk 
in a NEW KIND OF LIFE. There is an apt illus-
tration of the believer's death and resurrection with 
Christ, in Joshua, chapter 4. When Israel crossed 
the River Jordan into the land of their inheritance, 
two sets of twelve stones (one stone for each of the 
twelve tribes) figured in the proceedings. One set 
of stones was set up on the dry bed of the river 
where the feet of the priests had stood firm, until 
all the people had passed safely over. When, with 
a rush and roar, the swelling Jordan returned to its 
place, these twelve stones were overflowed and blot-
ted out of sight. These represent the believer's 
death with Christ; his complete disappearance with 
all the sin belonging to him, from the reckoning of 
God. The other set of twelve stones was lifted up 
from the bed of the river theplace of death and 
darkness—and set up on the Canaan side, as a per-
petual memorial. When their children, in years to 
come would ask : "What mean ye by these stones?" 
the marvellous story of how the host of Israel 
crossed the Jordan dry-shod would be told. These 
stones represent the believer's resurrection with 
Christ, and his entrance with Him into the inherit-
ance which He has won for him (Eph. 1. 1-14). The 
thought of our identification with Christ is very 
beautifully phrased in the words of Romans 6. 5. 
"If we have been 

PLANTED TOGETHER 

in the likeness of His death, we shall be also one with 
Him in His resurrection." I am aware that some 
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well-known expositors do not like the translation, 
"planted together," but apart from the fact that it 
is the literal translation of the Greek word (which 
only occurs once in the New Testament), it seems 
to me after careful study, that the truth of identi-
fication could hardly be expressed more happily. As 
the gardener plants his seeds in the earth, and by 
and by they spring up in life and beauty out of their 
common grave, so we have been "planted together" 
in the grave of Christ, and there must be the same 
result in our case as in His, namely, resurrection. 
No one can share His resurrection life who has not 
died with Him, and conversely, no one who has died 
with Christ can fail to share in His resurrection life. 
Every believer has got that life now, although his 
vital oneness with Christ will only be publicly mani-
fested at His appearing. "Ye are dead and your life 
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our 
Life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also be mani-
fested with Him in glory" (Col. 3. 3-4). Now we 
come to the very practical application of this truth. 
HOW DOES THE FACT OF OUR DEATH AND 
RESURRECTION WITH CHRIST BEAR ON OUR 
EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE? Verse 6 answers 
the question. Since "our old man" (the man as he 
was before conversion) has been "crucified with 
Christ"; since God has passed sentence of death on 
him at the Cross, the effect should be that "THE 
BODY OF SIN" (the body which was the instrument 
of carrying out sin's orders) "IS DONE AWAY 
WITH." Sin, the old master has no longer any legal 
hold upon us, for the very good reason that "he 



100 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

that is dead Is freed from sin." 

WE ARE NOT RUNAWAY SLAVES. 

We have been freed from sin's claims in a perfectly 
righteous way, and are now free to yield ourselves 
to our new Master—the Lord Christ. At the end 
of the war for the abolition of slavery in the United 
States of America, the decree was promulgated, that 
every man and woman who had been a slave was 
free. Some of the slave owners tried to hide the 
truth from their people, but once the great news 
penetrated into every corner of the Southern States, 
some of the emancipated slaves laughed in the faces 
of their old masters and took free service with other 
masters. That should be the attitude of the en-
lightened believer to sin. "Let not sin therefore 
REIGN in your mortal bodies." It is still there, but 
it must not be allowed to reign. When we are 
tempted to listen to the voice of the old master, 
we are not to "obey it, in the lusts thereof," neither 
are we to yield our members as weapons of unright-
eousness, as once we did. On the contrary, a sum-
mons, comes from One Who has the highest claim 
on us, to 

"YIELD YOURSELVES UNTO GOD." 

It is worth noting that two different tenses of the 
verb "to yield" are found in the original of verse 13. 
Literally it reads, "neither be yielding (continuous 
present) your members as weapons of unrighteous-
ness unto sin." That is what we used to do. Sin 
called, and we obeyed as a habit, even though we 



BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 101 

may have been unconscious of it, at times. It would 
be the base act of a traitor, to yield our weapons 
to a known enemy; it would be still worse treachery 
for a believer to yield the members of his body to 
sin. The alternative, and the only reasonable course 
is to obey the next part of the verse "Yield your-
selves unto God." In this case, the tense is the 
Greek aorist, which signifies a definite act, in which 
the believer hands in his notice to his old master 
(sin) and puts his members at the disposal of God, 
to fight for Him. The question for all of us is a 
searching one: 

HAVE WE DEFINITELY YIELDED 
OURSELVES TO GOD? 

You say, "how can I yield, and what form shall 
the surrender take?" This is not, in my opinion, a 
matter where the Word of God lays down any hard 
or fast rule as to time or place. Experience has 
taught me that there are many volatile Christians, 
easily carried away by a momentary enthusiasm, 
who in the fervour of "revival meetings," or under 
the appeal of a "consecration meeting" will promise 
God anything. I do not doubt their sincerity, but 
I doubt their stability, and I have never seen any 
good come out of this form of professing to "yield." 
Verse 17 seems to indicate the principle on which 
the yielding should be done. "Ye have obeyed from 
the heart, that form of teaching to which ye were 
delivered." The simile is that of metal being heated 
and melted into a ductile state and then run into a 
mould, to take such shape as its owner requires. 
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Melted by the power of the love of God; conscious 
of the greatness of the deliverance He has wrought; 
we submit to His authority as revealed in His Word, 
and thus yielded, our lives and conduct are shaped 
as He would have them be. This means, that in 
addition to the original yielding, as we come to know 
the will of God for us through His Word (and this 
I hope, we are constantly doing) and are faced with 
some new discovery of His purpose for us, we con-
sider ourselves bound by the original contract, to do 
that thing, or any other thing, which He may reveal 
to us. 

The chapter closes with a sharp note of contrast, 
between the old service and the new (ver. 20). In 
our unconverted days we were bond-servants of sin, 
and therefore "free from righteousness." 

We could not serve two masters; sin had things 
all his own way. "What fruit had ye then" ? The 
answer is: "things whereof ye are now ashamed." 
And what were our prospects? "The end of those 
things is death." Now, as freemen in Christ, we 
gladly yield ourselves as bond-servants to God. The 
result in this life is, "ye have your fruit unto holi-
ness," and in the end, everlasting life in its fullest 
possible enjoyment. We are well out of the old ser-
vice. We had to work hard. Making "bricks without 
straw," under Pharaoh, was as nothing to it. 
Looking back on it all, we wonder at our insanity, 
for now we know, "the wages of sin is death." In 
God's service, as soon as we "sign on," we receive 
"the gift of God, which is eternal life in (not only 
through) Christ Jesus our Lord," and a full recom- 
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pence of reward when our little day of service is 
over. 

"Living for Jesus no more shall be named 
Things of which now, I am truly ashamed; 
'Fruit unto holiness,' now would I bear 
Life everlasting, the end I shall share." 



104 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 

(Read Romans 8. 145). 

"There is therefore, now, no condemnation (no adverse 
sentence) to those who are in Christ Jesus.* For the law 
(the governing principle) of the Spirit, which is life in 
Christ Jesus, freed me from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law (the law of Sinai) could not do, in that it 
was weak through the inability of the flesh, God sending 
His Own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as a 
Sacrifice for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. In order that 
the righteous requirement of the law might find its accom-
plishment in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit" (verses 1-4). 

"The carnal (fleshly) mind is enmity against God; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be. So 
then, they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye 
(believers) are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. And if Christ 
be in you the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit 
is life on account of righteousness" (verses 7-10). 

"Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh to live 
after the flesh. For if ye live continually after the flesh, ye 
are on the way to die; but if through the Spirit, ye put to 
death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, these manifest themselves 
the sons of God. For ye have not received a spirit of 
bondage, to take you back again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of sonship, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father" (verses 12-15). 

• Note.—It Is generally agreed by all competent authorities, that the last 
clause of verse I in our Authorised Version is a clerical error. The correct 
place for it is in verse 4. 
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SUBJECT VII 

SANCTIFICATION. 

Victory over sin by the power of the indwelling Spirit 

The opening verse of Romans 8 almost invariably 

reminds me of the opening verse of another eighth 

chapter—that of the Epistle to the Hebrews. This 

latter verse reads : "Now, of the things which we 

have spoken, this is the summing up (the climax)." 

In Romans 8 we have the summing up or climax 

of the sustained and irresistible argument which 

the apostle has built up, point by point from chapter 

1. 16 onwards. Dr. David Brown (formerly of Aber-

deen), a well-known Bible expositor and commenta-

tor, has said of this chapter: "In this surpassing 

chapter the several streams of the preceding argu-

ment, meet and flow in one river of the water of life, 

clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 

and of the Lamb, until it seems to lose itself in the 

ocean of a blissful eternity." That description is as 

true as it is beautiful. 
Verses 1 and 2 sum up the great truths of chap-

ters 5, 6, 7 and 8. 
"There is therefore now, no condemnation (no 

adverse sentence)." That is JUSTIFICATION. 
"To those who are in Christ Jesus." That is 

IDENTIFICATION. 
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"The law of the Spirit freed me from the law of 
sin and death." That is SANCTIFICATION. 

The theme of chapter 8 therefore, is Sanctifica-
tion. What does it mean? The word "sanctify," 
means "to set apart," and in its New Testament 
usage, "to set apart for a holy purpose" as in John 
17. 19. 

TWO ASPECTS OF SANCTIFICATION 

are taught in the New Testament. These, we may 
call (1) Positional and (2) Practical. 

Positional Sanctification comes first in the Divine 
order. It is taught in such passages as Hebrews 10. 
10 where we read "by which will (the will of God) 
we are sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ, once for all." Or again, as in 1 Cor. 
1. 2 which reads: "to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, saints by calling." Or again, as in 1 
Cor. 6. 11: "ye are washed; ye are sanctified, ye are 
justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus." This 
aspect of sanctification is accomplished outside of 
ourselves altogether. It is absolutely and entirely 
the result of the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. 
It means that the moment we become by faith iden-
tified with Christ, in all the value of His atoning 
work, we are at once "set apart" as holy ones to 
God, or as 1 Cor. 1 puts it, we become "saints by 
calling." The believer, at the moment of his con-
version, is, in this sense, as acceptable to God and 
as meet for heaven as he ever can be, even though 
he afterwards lived a saintly life as long as that of 
Methusaleh. 
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Practical Sanctification, however is the aspect 
chiefly before us this evening. Positional sanctifica-
tion is the result of the work of Christ for us. 
Practical sanctification is the result of the work of 
the Holy Spirit in us. In the former, we have no 
part, except as recipients; in the latter, we are called 
to take an important part. I think I pointed out in 
a previous address that God first makes us saints, 
and then bids us act 

"AS BECOMETH SAINTS" 

giving us the necessary power to do so. Practical 
sanctification is the gradual moulding of the believer 
into conformity to Christ; a process, sometimes 
slow, and at the best, partial, so long as we remain 
in the body, but to be fully realised before God is 
done with us. Phil. 1. 6 says: "Being confident of 
this very thing, that He Who hath begun a good 
work in you, will perfect it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.' Practical sanctification means holiness in 
everyday life; it means victory over indwelling sin; 
it means that we co-operate with God, and allow 
Him to have His way with us. Hence the force of 
the often misunderstood verse in Phil. 2. 12: "Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling (not 
slavish fear, but the kind of fear which a good work-
man has, when entrusted with a delicate operation, 
requiring constant watchfulness) for it is God Who 
worketh in you, both to will, and to do of His good 
pleasure." Chapters 7 and 8 of Romans, present a 
most remarkable contrast. I should like you, at 
your earliest opportunity, to sit down and read them 
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through together, quietly and thoughtfully. Chap. 
7 represents 

THE EXPERIENCE OF SOME CHRISTIANS. 

Chapter 8 represents Christian experience as it 
ought to be. Chapter 7 is the experience of a be-
liever looking in on himself. He finds there two 
natures in conflict; the old nature which he received 
from Adam, and the new nature which he received 
from God, when he was "born again." Looking in 
on himself the words of 7. 21-23 are true: "I find 
then a law (a governing principle) that when I 
would do good, evil is lying in ambush for me. For 
I delight in the law of God after the inward man, 
but I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind." The result of this 
occupation with self is constant conflict with in-
dwelling sin; constant unrest, and more or less, 
constant defeat. In chapter 8 we have the ex-
perience of a believer 

"LOOKING OFF UNTO JESUS" 

recognising in Him, his source of life, joy, and peace. 
The result is, he is "more than conqueror" over sin. 
In chapter 7, so much self-occupied is he, that the 
personal pronoun "I" occurs 27 times, and the Holy 
Spirit is not mentioned once. In chapter 8 the Holy 
Spirit is mentioned 19 times and except for one 
mention which has nothing to do with the subject, 
the "I" drops out altogether. There you have in a 
nutshell, the difference between the depressed and 
defeated believer, struggling against inbred sin, and 
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the happy and victorious believer, who yields himself 
to the guidance and governance of the Holy Spirit. 
The opening of Chapter 8 strikes a most triumphant 
note. It emphasises what we have learned in our 
talk on Identification, namely, that the believer's 
new sphere is "in Christ Jesus" and the point to 
notice is, not merely that he is not condemned, but 
that 

NO CONDEMNATION IS POSSIBLE IN THAT 
SPHERE. 

In verses 2 and 3 the old and the new methods 
of holiness are contrasted. "The law" (in this case, 
the Mosaic law) was the first method God allowed 
man to try. It consisted of a series of commands 
and restrictions. There was nothing wrong with the 
law. "The law is holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good" (chap. 7. 12). But it completely 
failed to produce holiness, because "it was weak 
through the flesh" (verse 3). It could arouse sin, 
but it could not overcome it. The man in Romans 
7 mournfully says: "I had not known sin, but by the 
law." Let me illustrate. Here is a hard-working 
mother with a large and young family. She finds 
it necessary to go out to do some urgent shopping, 
leaving her children in the house. Before going out, 
she gathers them round her. She realises that the 
best thing to do is to give them plenty of occupation. 
She therefore suggests certain games, and tells them 
that they can have liberty to go into any part of 
the house, except for a specific drawer, which, she 
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says, must not on any account be touched. The 
mother goes out. "The ways and means committee" 
get to work to organise some game, but by and by 
they tire of that, and then somebody says: "I won-
der what mother has in that drawer; let's look." 
That is a simple illustration of the effect of law. It 
is always 

THE FORBIDDEN THING WHICH MAN 
WANTS TO DO 

as the man in chapter 7 so naively explains: "I had 
not known lust, except the law had said: "thou shalt 
not covet." "The law" failed as a means of holiness, 
not because of its inequality but because of its in-
ability. It was "weak through the flesh," that is, 
"through the inability of the flesh." After a pro-
longed trial of many hundreds of years, God has 
summarily brought that method of holiness to an 
end at the Cross. "God, sending His Own Son (the 
greatness of the Person, indicates the magnitude of 
the task), in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as a 
Sacrifice for sin, pronounced sentence upon sin in 
the flesh" (verse 3). As Jehovah's perfect Servant, 
He fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 42. 21; He magni-
fied the law and made it honourable in His holy 
life, but far more important for us, He became in 
death, the great Sin-offering. 	In that sacrificial 
death, God's unsparing judgment was passed on "sin 
in the flesh," so that "Christ is the end of the law 
that all may have righteousness, who believe in 
Him." These two prior claimants against us—sin 
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and the law, have no further claim against us; we 
have escaped from both by the death of Christ. 

THE NEW METHOD OF HOLINESS 

comes into view in verse 2; "the law (the governing 
principle) of the Spirit, which is life in Christ Jesus, 
freed me from the law of sin and death." I want 
you to take special notice of the frequent mention 
of the Holy Spirit, in this chapter. You will find 
He is the Dominant Factor in it; indeed there is 
more frequent mention of His activities here, than 
in any other chapter in the Bible. True, His Name 
is mentioned once in chapter 1, and once in chapter 
5, but these mentions are as a tiny stream, while 
here, they are as a mighty river, strong and deep, 
carrying the entire man on its broad bosom, in its 
life-giving, liberating power. The reason is, that 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE GREAT AGENT 
IN SANCTIFICATION. 

He has come down to indwell the believer; to 
make good IN him, what the Father and the Son 
have done FOR him. Although the believer is a 
freeman in Christ, he gladly yields himself to "the 
law of the Spirit." Now, the very first principle 
of that law is—"life in Christ Jesus." Christ in 
resurrection is the Source and. Sustainer of our new 
life; He "is our life" (Col. 3. 3). Having now re-
ceived a new Life, it is only right and proper that 
we should have a new Object, so Col. 3. 1 says: 
"since ye then are risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ aitteth." As 
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water rises to its own level, so it is the nature of 
the new life in the believer, to rise to the Source 
from which it came, and in order to help us in 
this, we have received the new Power, the Power 
of the indwelling Spirit, to keep us in touch with 
this Object. The effect of this is, that in actual 
experience we are "freed from the law of sin and 
death," which we once obeyed, and which still works 
in our members. Here is another simple illustration 
of what I mean. Suppose I have in my hand here a 
small bar of steel. I open my hand; at once the 
steel falls on to the reading desk. I take up the 
piece of steel again, which in obedience to the law 
of gravitation, had fallen, but this time, I produce 
from my other hand a fairly strong magnet. I 
hold it against the steel; I open my hand. This 
time, it does not fall, for the law of gravitation is 
overcome by a stronger law—that of magnetism. 
So the Spirit of God has come to claim authority 
over us on behalf of Christ; to dominate and control 
our lives; to direct our minds to the Throne; to 
keep us in touch with the Strong One, whose posses-
sion we are. In this way, "the law of sin and death" 
ceases to have control, and we shall find that without 
struggling or striving "the righteous requirement 
of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit." 

THE GREAT HINDRANCE TO SANCTIFICATION 
IS THE FLESH 

that evil principle inherent in the natural man, 
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which as verse 7 shows, is at enmity with God. 
"It is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can it be." The unregenerate man is said to be 
"in the flesh" (verse 8) because he is dominated 
by his carnal nature, and therefore cannot please 
God, however much he may try. But, says verse 
9: "Ye (believers) are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit." In verse 1 of our chapter we saw OUR 
NEW SPHERE—"in Christ Jesus"; here is OUR 
NEW STATE 	"in the Spirit," that is, a state 
marked by the Spirit's indwelling and control. This 
means much more than being "born of the Spirit," 
as every true believer is, for as the next verse shows, 
when the Spirit is in control He brings Christ with 
Him, and you cannot have an illustrious Guest like 
Him, living within your being, without the fact being 
felt and seen in your life. I should like to press 
this point on your attention. The fact that you are 
"in Christ," thrice-blessed as it is, will not of itself 
lead to practical holiness. You must remember that 

CHRIST IS IN YOU 

(verse 10). A Christian who is occupied exclusively 
with his standing in Christ, may become careless 
and indifferent about practical righteousness, but 
if he realise that Christ is in him, he will take 
care that self is not allowed to dominate his body. 
"Not I, but Christ," will be the main-spring of his 
life. There can be no practical righteousness pro-
duced in the believer, except as the Spirit of God 
is allowed to establish the claims of Christ over 

8 
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his body. "Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit Who is in you, which ye 
have of Godo  and ye are not your own ?" (1 Cor. 6. 
19). After all, 

THE BODY IS THE EXPRESSION OF THE LIFE 

and if Christ controls the body, the life must be 
governed by Him. So much importance does God 
attach to the body of the believer, that He will 
not let go His claim upon it, even when in the 
ordinary course of mortality, death makes tempor-
ary claim on it "on account of sin." Verse 11 is a 
remarkable one. "If the Spirit of Him Who raised 
up Jesus from among the dead, dwell in you, He that 
raised up Christ from among the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies on account of His Spirit, 
Who dwelleth in you." The final deliverance of the 
body is still to come, as we shall see later in this 
chapter, but the point to bear in mind is, that 
whether it be the bodies of the saints who have 
"fallen asleep," and which are to be "raised incor-
ruptible," or whether it be the bodies of those "who 
are alive and remain," and which will be "changed" 
at the Lord's coming, the quickening will be "on 
account of His Spirit Who dwelleth in you." I do 
not profess to know all that is involved in this state-
ment, but this much seems clear; the quickening 
Power by which this mighty change will be wrought, 
is the same Power which is working in us even 
now. Now, we must hold the balance of truth even-
ly and remember that while it is true that the 
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believer is "not in the flesh," he must never forget 
that 

THE FLESH IS STILL IN HIM 

and still as incorrigibly hostile to God, as it was in 
his unconverted days. It will require constant 
watchfulness, as the detective keeps his eye on "the 
old crook," whom he finds "loitering with intent." 
Of the three great foes of the believer: the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil, the flesh is the most danger-
ous. The world is his foe—external; the devil is his 
foe—infernal, but the flesh is his foe—internal; a 
traitor within the walls; constantly with him, and 
sometimes breaking out in the most unexpected 
ways. So verse 12 reminds us, that We have 

A NEW OBLIGATION. 

"Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh." You will observe that this sentence is left 
almost ungrammatical in form; only the negative 
side is given. Evidently it is left to our sense of 
fair-play, to know to Whom we are debtors, and 
not to consort with this traitor. Our debt to the 
flesh has been annulled at the Cross; it may, and 
often does make claims upon us, but it has no right 
to enforce these claims and we should so treat it. 
To live continuously after the flesh is to be on the 
way to die. Surely no intelligent believer will put 
his energies into a dying concern! On the contrary, 
we are to "mortify" (put to death) the deeds of 



116 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

the body, and you need not be squeamish about it, 

for the plain fact is, 

IF YOU DO NOT KILL SIN, IT WILL 
KILL YOU 

so far as your enjoyment of spiritual life is con-

cerned. It is therefore for us to take sides very 

definitely and actively with the Spirit of God, in his 

work of sanctification; we must not remain passive 

merely. I recollect reading a story of the late Dr. 

Norman Macleod, a well known Scottish divine. 

With a brother clergyman, he had arranged to pay 

a number of pastoral visits to members of his flock 

who lived long distances away, on outlying parts of 

the rugged north-west coast of Scotland. This par-

ticular journey involved hiring a boat and boatman, 

to cross one of the many arms of the sea which 

indent the mainland; if I remember aright it was 

the famous Loch Etive. It can be very beautiful on 

that Loch, for I have seen it, but there are times 

when sudden fierce gusts sweep down from the 

mountains, whipping its normally placid waters into 

a raging sea, which may well be dangerous for small 

craft. When the Doctor and his friend embarked 

on their journey, conditions did not look too bad 

although a strong tide was running and the wind 

was from a dangerous direction. They started off 

however; their Highland boatman, with the char-

acteristic dourness of his race, speaking no word 

but bending to the oars. When they were about 

half-way across, one of these sudden squalls struck 

them. Macleod was a tall, powerful man and ac- 
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customed to these waters; his friend was small of 
stature and evidently small of courage also, for as 
he saw the waves breaking aboard, and the boatman 
silently and stubbornly keeping his oars in play but 
making no headway, in a faint and tremulous voice 
he suggested to the Doctor that they should have 
a word of prayer. This, at least had the effect of 
breaking the boatman's silence. In a wrathful voice, 
and in that Highland accent, which as I know from 
experience, can be either dulcet or diapason, as the 
occasion requires, he shouted commandingly: "No! 
No! The little man can pray if he likes, but the 
big man maun (must) take an oar." The moral of 
the story is just this. We must all "take an oar," 
in this business of practical sanctification. You say: 
"what can I do?" Well, in this very epistle, we are 
told of one way in which we can help. "Put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

MAKE NOT PROVISION FOR THE FLESH 

to fulfil the lusts thereof" (chap. 13. 14). There are 
certain practices definitely stated in the Word of 
God, to be "the works of the flesh." Galatians 5. 
19-21, gives one list of these. Some of these pro-
ducts of the flesh are so gross and revolting, that I 
would fain hope no Christian would be guilty of 
them. "Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 	 
murders, drunkenness." Do not let us forget how-
ever, that the flesh in the believer, is capable of 
doing even these shameful things; in point of fact 
some of them have been committed by professed 
children of God. Generally speaking however, any 
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Christian in a normal spiritual condition would 
never dream of these evils. But, have you noticed 
that in this passage, God brackets along with these 
baser sins, such things as "enmity, strife, jealousy, 
wrath, dissensions, envyings"? 

To man's way of thinking, these things are quite 
"respectable"; you would not be convicted in court 
for any of them, but God classes them along with 
the grosser sins, as "works of the flesh." If we 
are to "make not provision for the flesh," it means 
that every one of these things is interdicted by 
God, and indulgence in them will certainly frus-
trate the work of the Holy Spirit, in setting us apart 
as holy. Some Christians have lists of their own of 
what they consider "the works of the flesh," al-
though they have no authority in the Word of God 
for so doing. 	So far as I am concerned, I find 
I have quite enough to do to "put to death the 
deeds of the body," which I am definitely told 
are fleshly, and even so, some of them are an un-
conscionable time of dying, after they are supposed 
to be killed. If you are in any doubt as to whether 
any thing or any course of conduct is right or wrong, 
ask yourself honestly in the presence of God: 

"WILL THIS GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT"? 

"Will it interrupt my enjoyment of spiritual things?" 
If you find it does, then you can safely conclude, it 
is of the flesh. The safe and happy way, is to 
follow the leading of the Spirit in every detail of 
your Life, for "as many as are led by the Spirit of 
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God, these manifest the characteristics of the sons 
of God" (verse 14). This brings us to 

THE NEW MANIFESTATION. 

We are not only to live in the Spirit, but to be 
led by the Spirit. Our life is to be a personally con-
ducted tour under His leadership. He will then act 
as our Guide, our Interpreter, our Teacher. We 
shall come to understand with a sense of respon-
sibility and dignity, what traits of character are 
becoming in a son of God, and under the dominance 
of the Holy Spirit, we shall quite simply and trans-
parently manifest these things in our lives. There 
is no coercion about this; no hard and fast legal 
rules. That would be bondage, and God does not 
want that. "Ye have not received a spirit of bond-
age, to take you back again to fear, but ye have 
received the Spirit of sonship, whereby we cry, 
"Abba, Father" (verse 15). We obey as sons of a 
father; not as slaves of a despot. The very fact 
that we enjoy such wonderfully close relation to. 
God, should make us exceedingly careful, lest in 
thought, or word, or deed we give pain to our 
gracious Father, and be unlike the sons of God. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

(Read Romans chapter 8. 14-39). 

"And if children, then heirs too; heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ; since we suffer with Him, that we may 
be also glorified with Him. For I calculate that the suffer-
ings of this present season are of no account in view of 
the glory which shall be unveiled upon us. For the longing 
outlook of the whole creation is ardently waiting for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For creation fell into 
subjection to failure (not of its own choice, but by reason 
of him who subjected it), in hope. Because creation itself 
shall be delivered out of the bondage of corruption, into the 
liberty of the glory of the children of God" (verses 17-21). 

"In like mariner the Spirit also joineth help to our weakness: 
for we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us, with 
groanings unutterable: and He Who searcheth the hearts, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh 
intercession for saints, according to God" (verses 26, 27). 

"For we know that all things are working together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did 

• predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the Firstborn among many brethren. More-
over, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and 
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified. What shall we then say 
to these things? If God is for us (on our side), who dare 
be against us?" (verses 28-31). 

"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? 
Shall God Who justifieth? Who is there to condemn? Shall 
Christ Who died, yea rather Who is risen again, Who is 
even at the right hand of God making intercession for us?" 
(verses 33-34). 
"For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor present things, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to sunder us from the love of God, which rests 
upon us in Christ Jesus our Lord" (verses 38-39). 

I 
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SUBJECT VIII 

GLORIFICATION 

The final triumph of God's eternal purpose 

The passage from which we have read might truth-
fully be called 

THE GRAND FINALE OF THE SYMPHONY 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

Beginning in chapter 1 of the epistle on a sad and 
sombre note, with man's utter and universal ruin, 
it gradually gathers pace and volume as it swells 
out into the ecstatic notes of redemption. One after 
another the chords of justification, reconciliation, 
identification, sanctification, and relation, come into 
the harmony, until in the end of chapter 8 it reaches 
the crescendo of GLORIFICATION. The words of 
Psalm 84. 11: "the Lord will give Grace and Glory," 
are seen to be literally fulfilled. In the earlier chap-
ters of the epistle we have surely seen "the grace"; 
now we are to see, and I hope enjoy in anticipation, 
"the glory." God does not bestow grace, and then 
allow us to fight our way to the glory. The "grace" 
and the "glory" are indissolubly linked together. 
From God's point of view, the former without the 
latter would be an unfinished job, and this, He will 
not have. The assurance that we are to share in 
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the glory of God, is based on the fact that we have 
been brought into the family of God. We are both 

"SONS OF GOD" and "CHILDREN OF GOD" 

(compare verses 14, 15 with 16, 17). "Sons" and 
"children" in Scripture are not quite the same thing. 
As we use the words, it is of course true, that a 
child is a son, and a son is a child. Yet there are 
times when even we would not use the words inter-
changeably. For example, the little fellow lying in 
his cot is a child, and potentially, a son of his father; 
but he has not yet had time to know the responsibi-
lities of sonship, nor can he, while yet a child, 
manifest the characteristics of his father. But here 
is a big, strapping fellow who is the eldest son of 
the house and a grown man. In his developed 
features, you can easily read the likeness to his 
father, and probably at his time of life, he is fully 
conscious of the responsibility and dignity which 
are his, as a son. He may perhaps, be his father's 
"right-hand man," in business. You would run some 
physical risk if you called that big fellow, to his 
face—"a child." The difference in Scripture is that 
the term "child," speaks of relationship. The Greek 
word used (teknon) means literally—"one born," 
and is the word used in such passages as John 1. 14 
and 1 John 3. 1. In both places, the word should 
be "children" and not "sons" as in our Authorised 
Version, which is badly at fault. On the other hand, 
the term "son" (Greek—"whyos"), while including 
relationship, is primarily connected with character 
and responsibility. We are told in Galatians 3. 7: 
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"they which are of faith, the same are the sons of 
Abraham." As Gentiles, the Galatians could not by 
any means be "children" of Abraham, but they pos-
sessed the same vital characteristic as Abraham; 
they were "of faith." 

In verses 14 and 15 of our chapter, sonship is 
connected with our manifesting the character of our 
Father. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these manifest themselves the sons of God." 

SONSHIP ALSO IMPLIES CONSCIOUS 
RELATIONSHIP 

hence we are told, He is "the Spirit of sonship" 
Who awakens within us, the filial cry, "Abba, 
Father." As you probably know, "ABBA" is the 
Hebrew word for father, while "FATHER" is the 
translation of the Greek word for father, so that 
believers, whether Jew or Gentile, are enabled to 
express together, their conscious sense of nearness 
to God. Through Christ, both have access in one 
Spirit unto the Father (Eph. 2. 18). It should be 
clearly understood that the Holy Spirit does not 
confer, but attests, our sonship. But when it comes 
to a question of birth relationship and consequent 
heirship, the word used is "children" and not "sons." 
So we read in verse 16: "The Spirit Himself beareth 
witness with our own spirit, that we are the children 
of God." I have good reason to remember this 
verse. It recalls an evening over 45 years ago, when 
I was a candidate for believers' baptism. In due 
course I had to appear before "the grave and 
reverend seigneurs" whose duty it was to examine 
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such candidates, as to their conversion. I was asked, 
how I knew I was saved. I replied: "Because the 
Spirit witnesseth with my own spirit, that I am a 
child of God." Evidently this was not the orthodox 
answer, and I thought I was to be "turned down." 
I suppose if I had answered: "I know I am saved 
because I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," or "I 
know I am saved because God's Word says so," I 
should have been 

PASSED WITH FULL MARKS, 

but my answer was the true expression of what I 
had come to experience, and if I may say so, was 
really in advance of the orthodox replies. The wit-
ness of the Spirit will never, of course, be in con-
tradiction to the written Word, but it is something 
more. The believer's faith in Christ is objective, 
that is, it is fixed on an Object outside himself, as 
the anchor of a ship is cast overboard, gripping 
firmly the bed of the sea. But the witness of the 
Spirit is subjective; it is within the believer, and is 
a matter of blessed experience. As the Spirit wit-
nesseth with his own spirit, the believer becomes 
conscious of new desires after God; of a hitherto 
unknown delight in God's Word; of the pulsations 
of a new life which express themselves in a child-
like trust and confidence in his heavenly Father's 
love and care, and which move him to prayer, praise 
and worship. Then as verse 17 indicates, the great 
truth of heirship is connected with being "children," 
not "sons." The legal right of one to his father's 
estate (if he has one) when he passes away, is based 
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on his being a legitimate child. Hence we read: 

"IF CHILDREN, THEN HEIRS TOO." 

What a prospect this opens up to the youngest; 

the least intelligent; the most unworthy of the child-

ren of God. 

"HEIRS OF GOD." 

I cannot possibly visualise all that is conveyed by 

that phrase. Two facts at least, grip my soul. (1) 

The immensity of the inheritance. All that God 

possesses (apart from what belongs to His essential 

Deity), is going to be mine. (2) Since God, the 

ever-existing One can never pass away, He will have 

the satisfaction, denied to most human testators, 

of seeing Ills heirs enjoy their inheritance. 

"AND JOINT HEIRS WITH CHRIST." 

Ah! I begin to see now, how and when, the children 

of God come into this vast estate. The Son of God 

is the appointed Heir of all things from eternity 

past (Hebrews 1. 2). "The Father loveth the Son 

and hath given all things into His hand" (John 3. 

35). By His grand redemption, however, He has 

acquired the right to take His people into the in-

heritance with Him (Eph. 1. 11). We come in as 

His co-heirs. "Since indeed we suffer with Him, 

that we may be also glorified with Him." 

This does not mean that the suffering in any way 

procures the glory, but it is a necessary preparation 

for the glory. Notice too, it is not said: "if we 

suffer for Him." That will bring its reward at the 
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judgment seat of Christ, but then, a great many 
of us are such poor soldiers that we shrink from 
suffering for Christ. But 

ALL BELIEVERS SUFFER WITH HIM 
in some degree, sharing at least part of the ex-
perience which our Lord had, as He passed through 
a hostile world. We are keenly aware of the power 
of evil around us; the apparent triumph of wrong 
over right; the suffering and pain both within and 
without; the mystery of broken purposes; the 
shadow of death itself. When here on earth, the 
Lord Jesus, in the perfection of His sympathy, and 
the sensitiveness of His spirit, felt all these things 
as we can never feel them. Twice over in Mark's 
gospel, we are told "He sighed" in the presence of 
human suffering and human unbelief (Mark 7. 34; 
8. 12). Twice over in John 11 we are told "He 
groaned," and in the same chapter that "Jesus 
wept," as He saw the ravages of death, and the tears 
of the mourners. We may also be called upon to 
suffer as He did "for righteousness sake." "If when 
ye do well and suffer, ye take it patiently, this is ac-
ceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called; 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow His steps" (1 Peter 
2. 20-21). The Christian therefore, should take into 
account that he must suffer with Christ, but 

NEVER THINK OF HIMSELF AS SUil 
ALONE. 

He Who is leading "many sons unto glory," trod 
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the same path as we are treading, and as certainly 

as we suffer with Him, so certainly shall we be 
glorified with Him. Then, the writer of the epistle, 

who knew probably more about this suffering with 

Christ than any man, seems to halt for a moment; 

do a bit of rapid mental arithmetic, and then calmly 

says: "I calculate that the sufferings of this present 

season (not "time") are of no account in view of 

the glory which shall be unveiled upon us" (verse 

18). Nor does he think of a suffering church alone. 

With that wonderful breadth of vision, and 

sympathy which suffering with Christ gives, the 

Apostle's eyes sweep over the whole creation, groan-

ing and travailing in pain, for it too, has been 

mortally smitten by the entrance of sin, on to the 

day of its release. "The longing outlook of the 

whole creation is ardently waiting for the manifes-

tation of the sons of God." This touching verse 

conveys the thought of a dumb creature with out-

stretched neck, and a world of appeal in its eyes. 

I have a little Cairn Terrier dog at home. My wife 

tells me that as the accustomed hour for my return 

from business draws near, he takes up his position 

in the hall—waiting. When I open the door, he 

greets me with a boisterous "woof" of welcome, 

then sits down with ears erect; eyes full on me; 

expectancy in every nerve. He knows that there 

is a strong possibility that I shall take him for a 

walk. As I have watched his almost painful con-

centration on me, I have often thought of these 

lines: "the longing outlook of the whole creation 

is ardently waiting for 
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`THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS 
OF GOD." 

We know when that will be. "When Christ Who 
is our Life, shall be manifested then shall ye also 
be manifested with Him in glory" (Col. 3. 4). All 
creation—animate and inanimate—was involved in 
the fall of the First man—its head. All the de-
rangement and disorder so apparent to-day, in the 
human sphere; the animal sphere; and in things 
inanimate, are the results of the fall of man. Its 
groans and travail pains we cannot but hear sympa-
thetically, for in measure we are in the same case. 
"Even we, who have the First-fruits of the Spirit," 
still longingly await the day when the full results of 
redemption shall be known in our bodies, as even 
now they are known in our spirits. When "the 
Second Man—the Lord from heaven" receives His 
well-won glory and takes up the sceptre of dominion 
which was wrested from the hands of "the first 
man," and all the things on earth, and all the things 
in the heavens are headed up in Him, them every 
part of His vast domain, will fall into its proper 
place. "The sons of God," presently unrecognised, 
will be publicly manifested as joint-heirs with Christ 
of the inheritance, in the full dignity of their 
position ; it will mark 

THEIR COMING OF AGE. 

"The liberty of the glory of the children of God" 
(a wonderful phrase, this) will be fully realised. 
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No longer will they be held in thrall by bodies which 
are no fit complement for their ransomed spirits; 
nor will their activities be longer curbed by weari-
ness, pain, disease and death. In this uplift the 
whole creation will share. As an ancient estate 
which has fallen on evil days, owing to the poverty 
of its owner, shows everywhere evidences of decay, 
until a new heir with ample fortune comes into 
possession and restores it to more than its early 
glory, so when "the Firstborn over ail creation" 
(Col. 1. 15) takes His rightful place, every trace 
of sin will be removed, and God will be able to 
say: "Behold! it is very good." 

"He who bought the treasure' also bought 'the 
field,' in which it was, and will claim both" (Matt. 
13. 44). 

"IN THAT HOPE WERE WE SAVED" 

(verse 24) ; it is part of the scheme of salvation. 
Hope here, as so often in the New Testament does. 
not convey any idea of uncertainty, but rather of 
absolute confidence (see Rom. 5. 5; Heb. 6. 19). 
Through the darkening shadows which are gather-
ing about this world, it is to faith, increasingly 
clear, that here alone is the solution of its per-
plexities, and "with endurance" we ardently long 
for the day when creation shall be liberated from 
its bondage into "the liberty of the glory of the 
children of God." The words of Dr. Horatius 
Sonar's poem occur to me: 

9 
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"Earth is all new! 
A beauty now is given 
Greater than what it lost; 
Its fetters all are riven; 
Creation is set free, 
And the dark spoiler driven 
From his usurp6d seat; 
The foul, corrupting leaven 
Of evil, is purged out, 
And earth is one with heaven." 

No doubt, there will be times when we are deeply 

conscious of a sense of frustration and even of 

futility. Sure as we are of the ultimate goal, we 

are often bewildered by the difficulties we encounter 

on the heavenward way, and although our hearts 

instinctively turn to God, some of us have had the 

experience of the Psalmist: "I was dumb; I opened 

not my mouth; because Thou didst it" (Psa. 39. 9). 

How good it is to be reminded at such times, that 

the gracious indwelling Spirit, "joineth help to our 

weakness," proving Himself to be the Comforter—

the Paraclete (One called to our side, to help). 

WE HAVE TWO INTERCESSORS. 

We have the living Christ at God's right hand—our 

Advocate (Paraclete) with the Father, and we have 

the Holy Spirit—the Paraclete, within us. How well 

off we are! 
So it is, that when our desires cannot find expres-

sion in words: "when we know not what to pray 

I 
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for, as we ought"; the Blessed Spirit, Who knows 
God, and knows us, comes to our aid; associates 
Himself with our groanings, and "Himself maketh 
intercession for us." What a mercy that God does 
not turn us down when we do not, and cannot ex-
press the yearnings of our deepest being, but listens 
to the intercession of the Spirit, Who as a per-
manent Resident in our hearts, is fully aware of 
what is best for us. He will present our case far 
better than we ourselves could do, for the mind of 
the Spirit is always "according to God." 
Meanwhile 

THE PURPOSE OF GOD IS GOING STEADILY 
FORWARD 

to its climax. Looking out on events to-day, we 
feel sometimes inclined to say with that old pessi-
mist, Jacob: "all these things are against me," but 
there comes to our hearts with great assurance, 
the words of verse 28: "We know that all things 
are working together for good to them that love 
God; to them who are the called according to His 
purpose." Many things we do not know. For in-
stance, "we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought" (verse 26). We have such limited vision 
that we often ask unintelligently. But here is one 
thing we know with absolute certainty: "ALL 
THINGS": joy and sorrow; gain and loss; peace 
and war; life and death; are "working together for 
good." "WORKING TOGETHER," as two work-
mates at the same job, work into each others hands. 
No disaster; no catastrophe; no craft of men or 
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devil, can disturb the purpose of the Eternal God, 

and as those who have been "called," we are within 

the ambit of that purpose. 
That purpose as revealed in verses 29-30 is 

THE ENGINEERING OF ETERNITY. 

Five mighty girders support the structure, which 

bridges the distance from sin to God—from earth 

to heaven—from eternity past to eternity future. 

Each span bears the hall-mark of the Great Builder. 

He guarantees its security in every part. "Whom 

He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of His Son. Moreover, 

whom He did predestinate, them He also called; 

and whom He called them He also justified; and 

whom He justified, them He also glorified" (verses 

29-30), The first two of these great facts took 

place in eternity past; the next two facts take place 

in time; the last is still to be, but all five, are part 

of 
ONE IMMUTABLE PURPOSE 

in which God is acting as a Sovereign, and human 

responsibility is, for the time being, left out of 

account. 	All five facts are in the aorist tense: 

that is, they are looked upon as already accom-

plished. 

GOD FOREKNEW His people. We must be 

guarded when speaking of a truth which is beyond 

the power of the human mind to understand fully, 

but I judge Divine foreknowledge is more than 

knowing beforehand what some would do, or not 

1 
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do. The point is, that God's foreknowledge is of 
persons, and that He marked out these persons for 
Himself. To use the words of 1 Peter 1. 2, believers 
are "elect according to the foreknowledge of God." 

GOD PREDESTINATED the objects of His fore-
knowledge, "to be conformed to the image of His 
Son in order that He might be the Firstborn among 
many brethren." The chief thing God had in view 
was the PRE-EMINENCE OF HIS SON, and for 
this, the "many brethren" are brought into the 
scheme. It should be understood, that the "con-
formity" mentioned here, is not that produced by 
the indwelling Spirit through the Word in the be-
liever, as in sanctification, but the likeness to Christ 
in glory, which will be ours, "when we shall see 
Him as He is" (1 John 3. 2). 

GOD CALLED those who were the objects of His 
eternal purpose, IN TIME, by the power of the 
Gospel and the gracious work of the Holy Spirit. 
That is what the old divines termed (and, I think, 
quite rightly), "EFFECTUAL CALLING." We 
know now, that when we came to Christ as sinners, 
it was because we were drawn by the Father. "All 
that the Father giveth Me, shall come to Me, and 
him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out" 
(John 6. 37). We can never forget that it is God 
alone Who has made us to differ from those still 
out of Christ. If we are among "them which 
are called" (1 Cor. 1. 24) we owe it to the 
same compelling grace which made Levi, the tax-
gatherer, leave his money, his books and his booth 
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at the summons "Follow Me" (Luke 5. 27). 

GOD JUSTIFIED those whom He called. We 
have already endeavoured to expound the doctrine 
of justification, but here it is the Source of justifi-
cation, which is in view. It is the act of a righteous 
Sovereign; necessary, certainly for the "called," but 
still more necessary for the Caller, that it should 
be so. 

GOD GLORIFIED those whom He justified. I am 
struck by the fact, that while the first four of these 
acts of God are all in the sequence we should expect, 
there seems to be a theological gap between the 
last two. Most of us might expect there should at 
least come between the justification and the glorifi-
cation, the truth of sanctification. 

IS THIS AN OMISSION? 

Yes, but with Divine intention. If sanctification 
had been introduced here, it would at once have 
led us to think of what God does IN US, whereas 
the whole point of the passage, as the next verse 
shows, is—GOD FOR US. All these five things are 
accomplished by His power, outside of ourselves, 
and you will notice that even the glorification is 
regarded as an accomplished fact as surely as the 
justification. That is a great rest to the soul. So 
impregnable is the position; of the believer within 
the purpose of God, that the writer breaks the 
bounds of silence, and yet finds it difficult to get 
the words he wants. "What shall we then say to 
these things?" It is interesting to note that the 



BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 135 

previous question he asked in this epistle, is that of 
chapter 7. 24: "0 wretched man that I am; who 
shall deliver me?" He has found his answer. He 
has been subdued in wonder, love, and worship, as he 
has been led by the inspiring Spirit to pen the 
reasoned reply to that question. Now, so sure is 
he, that he will be brought to the destined glory, 
that he throws out 

A SERIES OF CHALLENGES 

to the whole world, and to other worlds besides his 
own. I do not think, I ever came across such 
exuberant ebullience; such daring defiance of every 
possible adversary. Listen to him, and let us follow 
his example. Some Christians are disposed to treat 
their Bible as a Museum, and its great doctrines as 
specimens to be classified, labelled, and solemnly 
inspected. I am not finding fault with those who 
take this line; up to a point, it is quite right. But 
I should like to see these good folks let themselves 
"go," once in a while, as the writer of these verses 
so joyously does. "If God be for us (if God be on 
our side) who dare be against us?" (verse 31). 
Since nobody attempts 

TO ANSWER THE UNANSWERABLE 

he proceeds to show how God has proved Himself 
to be on our side. "HE (the word here is very 
emphatic, and might be rendered surely He') Who 
spared not HIS OWN SON, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him, freely give 
us all things?" Most Blessed God! "Thou hast not 
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withheld Thy Son, Thine only Son"; how then can 
I doubt that Thou art FOR ME? "Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect? Shall God 
Who justifieth?" Surely not. (I think the inter-
rogative form of the reply is most in keeping with 
the context). And even if a charge were laid 

against us. "Who is there to condemn? Shall 
Christ Who died, yea rather Who is risen again; 

Who is even now at the right hand of God making 
intercession for us?" (verses 33-34). That were an 
utter impossibility in view of the facts. "Who shall 
sunder us from the love of Christ? Shall tribula-

tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword?" No, not even the most 
violent foes of liberty and life, can do that; we are 

too closely bound up with Him, for any sundering. 

Then with a note of 

TRIUMPHANT FINALITY 

he sums up: "For I am persuaded (compelled to this 
confidence) that neither death, nor life (the former 
with its dread, or the latter with its dangers), nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers (the invisible 
world of spirits, some of which are intensely hostile) 

nor present things, nor things to come (the former 
are bad enough, but the latter will be much worse 
for this poor world) nor height, nor depth (Bengel 

says: "we do not know the number, magnitude, and 
variety of things, comprehended in these words, and 

yet we do not fear them"), nor any other created 
thing, shall be able to sunder us from the love of 

God, which rests upon us in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
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(verses 38-39). And so, secure within the purpose 
of God Who "calleth those things which be not, as 
though they were" (Rom. 4. 17) ; giving us the most 
definite assurance that the glory is already ours, we 
take possession by faith now, bringing it into the 
balance-sheet of our present lives as an asset, 
against whatever losses may be ours, in our day-to-
day experience. 

"I pass within the glory, even now, 
Where shapes and words are not; 
For joy that passeth words, 0 Lord, art Thou 
A bliss that passeth thought. 

I enter there, for Thou hast borne away 
The burden of my sin— 
With conscience clear as heaven's unclouded day 
Thy courts I enter in. 

Heaven now for me—for ever Christ and heaven 
The endless NOW, begun— 

No promise—but a gift eternal given, 
Because the work is done." 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

(Read Romans 12. 1-5; 1 Chron. 29. 5) 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye yield your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your intelligent service. And grow not 
conformed to this age, but grow transfigured by the renew-
ing of your mind, in order that ye may discern what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." 

"For I say, through the grace that has been given me, to 
every man who is among you, not to be high-minded above 
the mind he ought to have, but to be sober-minded, as God 
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." 

"For as we have many members in one body, and all mem-
bers have not the same function; so we, the many, are one 
body in Christ, and each one members one of the other." 

"Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto 
the Lord?" (1 Chron. 29. 5). 

I 
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SUBJECT IX 

CONSECRATION 

Its Import. Its Impulse, Its Instrument. Its Ideal. 
Its Issue 

It has often been pointed out that the Epistle to 
the Romans divides simply and naturally into three 
sections. Chapters 1-8 are Doctrinal; chapters 9-11 
are Dispensational; chapters 12-16 are Practical. 
The first eight chapters, as we have already seen, 
give us a reasoned and orderly exposition of the 
doctrines of the Gospel in all its fulness. In all 
these things, so completely and perfectly has the 
grace of God provided for our every need, that we 
are left with little else to do, than to admire and 
adore. The doxology at the close of chapter 11. 
may fitly sum up and express the worship of our 
hearts. "0 the depth of the riches, both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 
. . . . For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, 
are all things; to Whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
When we come to chapter 12 however, we arrive at 
the point where those of us who have been the 
recipients of such wonderful grace, have a definite 
responsibility. If in chapters 1-8 we are asked to 
"stand still and see the salvation of God," then in 
chapter 12 God waits to see what the response of 
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His people will be. Let us note in the first place 

THE IMPORT OF CONSECRATION 

I have called the subject of our chapter "consecra-
tion," for although the word itself is not used in 
the chapter; that is the truth taught. Strange as 
it may seem to you, the word "consecration" is not 
really a New Testament word at all. It is true, the 
word is used twice only in the New Testament; both 
times in the epistle to the Hebrews (7. 28 and 10. 
20), and in both cases, used of the Lord Jesus 
Himself, but neither of these give the root idea of 
consecration. In the Old Testament,, the word is 
of frequent occurrence, and there, the word most 
commonly used, means "to fill the hands." In the 
stirring appeal made by the aged warrior King 
David, for help in men and materials to build the 
temple, he said: "Who then is willing to consecrate 
his service this day unto the Lord?" (1 Chron. 29. 
5). The passage might be paraphrased: "Who then 
is willing to have his hands filled with service for 
the Lord?" In the book of Exodus, chapter 29, 
where we have an account of the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons to the priesthood; a strange 
and solemn ceremony was performed. The "ram 
of consecration" was killed. Part of its blood was 
put on the right ear; the thumb of the right hand, 
and the great toe of the right foot, of the men to 
be consecrated. That ancient ritual typified 

GOD'S CLAIM ON THE BELIEVER. 

"Ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a 
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price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor. 6. 19-20). 
Then followed the sprinkling of Aaron and his sons 
with the blood from off the altar and with the 
anointing oil. In the Levitical economy, the order 
was, the blood first; the oil next. These prefigure 
the sanctification of the believer, first positionally, 
by the blood of Christ, and second, practically by 
the Holy Spirit, as we have seen in considering 
Romans 8. Finally, and in its proper order, there 
came the filling of the hands of the priests. These 
hands which had been sprinkled with the blood and 
the oil, were filled with things acceptable to God; 
filled so full, that there was no room for anything 
else in them. That was the emblem and evidence 
of their consecration. Before passing on to consider 
our passage more closely, let me ask you to observe 
in verse 1 the recurrence of a word we have met 
several times before in this epistle—the word 
"therefore." It suggests the last link in a chain 
of argument, and in this case, bids us cast our 
minds back to the great things God has done for 
us, as described in chapters 1-8. There are 

FOUR PIVOTAL "THEREFORES" 

in Romans. 

(1) The "therefore" of man's condemnation. 
"Therefore, thou art inexcusable, 0 man" 
(chap. 2. 1). 
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(2) The "therefore" of accomplished justification. 
"Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God" (chap. 5. 1). 

(3) The "therefore" which leads to sanctification. 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus" (chap. 8. 1). 

(4) The "therefore" which urges to consecration. 
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God" (chap. 12. 1). 

Notice now, the tone of the opening exhortation. 
"I beseech you." This is a characteristic note in 
New Testament exhortation. Moses commands; the 
apostles beseech. It is an appeal to the deepest 
emotions of the believer's heart, for in consecration 
there are no conscripts; all must be volunteers. 
Note too, 

THE IMPULSE TO CONSECRATION. 

"By the mercies of God." Not the mercy of God, 
as a Divine attribute, but "the mercies"—the cora-
passions, which we have seen in operation in the 
chapters we have been considering, and I hope, the 
power of which we have felt in our souls. The word 
in its origin, is the antithesis to the "wrath" 
mentioned in chap. 1. 18, from "which we have been 
saved." "The mercies of God"! This is the moving 
motive—the fulcrum, which should surely stir the 
slowest and coldest heart. A survey of these 
mercies leaves us dumb in worship. I think of 
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Addison's lines: 

"When all Thy mercies, 0 my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 

Transported with the view I'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise." 

But not only should these mercies lead to a con-
templative and adoring worship ; they should also 
be the inspiring cause of the greatest possible 
activity. Not one of us surely, but has felt the 
urge of them. Even the youngest Christian instinc-
tively feels, that now 

GOD HAS A CLAIM ON HIM. 

The pious and patriotic Jew, exiled from the land 
of his fathers and the temple of his God in far away 
Babylon, said passionately in the language of Psalm 
137: "If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth." 
With far greater reason, "when I survey the wond-
rous Cross," I should be able to say: "If I forget 
Thee, 0 Lord Jesus, let my right hand forget her 
cunning." 

"When to the Cross I turn mine eyes 

And rest on Calvary; 

0 Lamb of God, my Sacrifice 

I must remember Thee." 

Consecration of life, finds its perennial spring at the 
Cross, and the more we come to appreciate the 
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concentrated "mercies of God" manifested there, the 
deeper and more absolute, will that consecration be. 

THE METHOD OF CONSECRATION 

is also seen in verse 1 of our chapter. "YIELD 
(give over) your bodies." The word in the original 
(paristeemi) is a very interesting one. It suggests 
two thoughts. First, that of a definite, clean-cut 
act of surrender. It is the word used in Matt. 26. 
53 where the Lord Jesus says: "My Father . . . 
shall instantly give Me more than twelve legions of 
angels" (Weymouth's translation). Second, that of 
standing by in constant readiness, as in Luke 1. 19 
and 2 Tim. 4. 17. If you put both thoughts together, 
I think you will grasp the method of consecration. 
As the worshipper of old, constrained by the good-
ness of God, presented his voluntary offering to 
Jehovah, so I believe, the child of God is called on, 
to "give over" himself as a sacrificial offering to 
God. As he comes to know God's will, there will 
probably be subsequent acts of "yielding," but 

THE INITIAL ACT OF SURRENDER 

must come at some point in the Christian's life, if 
there is to be true consecration. Then, having done 
that, he is to "stand by," alert and attentive, for 
further orders. I wonder how many of us have 
really done this? I do not suggest there should be 
anything dramatic, or impulsive about such action. 
On the contrary, it should be a transaction between 
the soul and God alone, carefully and prayerfully 
considered with all its solemn implications. The first 
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sin in the early Church, so far as we know, was the 
sin of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). It consisted 
of promising to give all to God, yet keeping back a 
part, with disastrous results for the two concerned. 
I should not like to see that tragedy repeated in 
your case, and I think it is time we considered more 
seriously the glib promises we make to God in 
hymns, in prayers, and in "revival meetings." It is 
a mercy He does not always take us at our word 
or the "casualties" among God's people would be 
alarmingly numerous. Here then, is the right thing 
to do—to "yield"; the apostle beseeches us to do it; 
the decision must rest with each individual believer. 
Now we come to 

THE INSTRUMENT OF CONSECRATION, 
"your bodies." The grace of God first deals with 
the inner being, giving a new main-spring to the 
life, but the vehicle of action is to be—our bodies. 
It is through the body the entire life reveals itself. 
It is a fact that men and women of the world are 
largely ruled by their bodies. They spend a large 
part of their time in thinking of what they will put 
into them, or put on them, or put over them. They 
are prepared to spend time and money, in providing 
them with new and pleasurable sensations. The 
believer is to regard his body, simply as a means to 
an end; it is to be an instrument for the indwelling 
Spirit of God to use as He wills. That body in 
which he once served sin, offering his members as 
instruments of unrighteousness, is to be definitely 
withdrawn from the service of the old master, and 

10 
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offered in surrender to his new Master. Even when 
that is done, it is only our "reasonable (intelligent) 
service." We are simply yielding back to the Lord, 
that which He has acquired by purchase, and is the 
logical outcome of our position as believers in Christ. 
The body of the believer is to be regarded as 

A LIVING SACRIFICE. 

In contrast with the sacrifices of the old dispen-
sation, which were always devoted to God in death, 
the believer is to offer his body as a sacrifice in life. 
The death of the Lamb of God has swept away all 
dead victims from the altar of God, to make room 
for living sacrifices. His offering was by expiation, 
that ours might be by dedication. It is therefore 
our bounden duty, to use every lawful means to see 
that the body as well as the spirit, is kept "meet for 
the Master's use." Some of us, in our younger 
days, believed that if we used our bodily energies 
in God's service, a special dispensation of Providence 
would ensure that these powers remained unim-
paired, even if we transgressed the laws of nature. 
I do not think so now, and I would recommend 
younger brethren, zealous in the Lord's service, to 
bear this point in mind. "Every man that contend-
eth for the prize, is temperate in all things" (1 Cor. 
9. 25), and even "spiritual dissipation," with the 
best possible intention, may shorten a useful life. 

Richard Baxter (born 1615) says of the body: 
"the body must be kept in that condition (so far as 
we can) which is fittest for the service of the soul; 
as you keep your horse, neither so pampered as to 
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be unruly, nor yet so low as to disable him for 
travel. A heavy body is but a dull servant to the 
mind; yea, a great impediment to the soul in duty, 
and a great temptation to many sins. It is as great 
a duty to help the body to its due alacrity, as to 
tame it, and bring it under, when it is proud and 
lustful." 

At the same time it must be admitted, the graver 
and more common danger to-day, is in the opposite 
direction. I should be very slow to pass judgment 
on any fellow-christian, because all the circum-
stances are not known to me, or perhaps to anyone 
else on earth, but would it not be true to say that 
the greater part of our lives is spent in selfish ease? 
It is so very easy to sing: 

"A SACRIFICE TO GOD IN LIFE OR DEATH 
ARE WE" 

but let us be honest about it, and ask ourselves, 
what we are really sacrificing. There is work for 
God to do, but many of us are idle. "There are 
lonely hearts to cherish," but what sympathy and 
help are we offering them? We turn out to a few 
meetings when it suits us, since we have been taught 
not to forsake "the assembling of ourselves to-
gether," but that is not consecration. Business, 
work, family duties, are all legitimate interests, but 
unless we are prepared to give to God, the first 
call on our time, our strength, our mind, our talents, 
and our money, there can be no consecration, and 
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we are robbing Him of that which is His Own, by 
every right. Remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus: "he that loveth his life shall lose it, and he 
that hateth his life in this world, shall keep it unto 
life eternal. If a man, serve Me, let him follow Me, 
and where I am, there shall also My servant be" 
(John 12. 25-26). Verse 2 of our chapter gives 

THE IDEAL OF CONSECRATION. 

The effect of a surrendered life will manifest itself 
in at least two ways. (1) Negatively (2) positively. 
Here is the negative side: "grow not conformed to 
this age." If the yielding of our bodies to God, is 
a definite and crucial act; here is the process which 
follows the act: "grow not." A believer who pro-
fessedly belongs to Christ, and yet continuously 
grows conformed to this age (the existing order of 
things in which God has no place) is a monstrosity. 
It is a question of condition, rather than position; 
not so much of sphere, as of atmosphere. If it were 
otherwise, "then must ye needs go out of the world," 
and that is clearly not God's purpose for us. The 
spirit of this age is selfishness and self-gratification, 
rather than doing the will of God; we are to be 
NON-CONFORMISTS to that spirit. The word 
"conformed" in our verse is elsewhere translated, 
"fashioned." We are not to be in the fashion of the 
age; to the outward eye presenting no difference 
from the prevailing mode. That does not mean of 
course, that we are to make ourselves look foolish 
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in habits, or in dress, or in deportment. There is 

A SPURIOUS KIND OF NON-CONFORMITY, 

a fantastic brand of separation, current among some 
Christians; it is concerned chiefly with external 
things. They live a life apart from their fellows, 
and are never in touch with the actualities of life. 
It is a physical, ceremonial separation, often with 
little reality behind it, and which does not commend 
itself either to God or man. The real non-conformity 
is that of the spirit. No one mingled more freely 
with men than the Blessed Lord. He was the most 
accessable of men. I cannot recollect that He ever 
refused an invitation to any social function. He 
accepted the invitation to the marriage at Cana 
(John 2), and to the funeral at Bethany (John 11), 
although in the latter case, it was at the risk of 
His life. When the converted tax-gatherer, Matthew, 
made a feast in His honour, "many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with Him" (Matt. 9. 10) ; 
it must have been a mixed and probably a boisterous 
company, but it did not embarrass the Lord. More 
than once, He was asked to dine with Pharisees 
(Luke 7. 36; 11. 37). He went, not because He had 
any special love for Pharisees, but because the 
occasion brought Him into touch with those who 
seldom gave Him a fair hearing, and those whom 
He knew required to hear the truth. The Lord was 
shamefully misjudged for His actions. With bitter 
cynicism, the critics of His day said: "behold, a 
gluttonous Man and a winebibber; a friend of 
publicans and sinners" (Matt. 11. 19). "But," adds 
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the record significantly : "Wisdom is vindicated by 
her actions" (Matt. 11, 19, Weymouth). Yes, we 
want to 

REVISE OUR IDEAS ABOUT SEPARATION. 

So far as the Word of God and your faith will 
allow you, mingle freely with your fellow-men; seek 
to win their confidence; understand what another 
great soul-winner meant when he said: "I am be-
come all things to. all men, that by all means I 
might save some" (1 Cor. 9. 22). Do not bring 
your Christian profession into disrepute by a "stand-
offish" pharasaism, or parade your "separation" by 
a false idea of "faithfulness," and so "cut off the 
ears" of those who might otherwise be glad to listen. 
"Grow not conformed to this age," does mean, that 
in interests, desires and ambitions, we are not to be 
like the worldling. That is the negative side; what 
the Christian is not to be. Here, however is a 
positive and even more effective evidence of con-
secration of life: 

"GROW TRANSFIGURED" 

(verse 2). Almost instinctively that word "trans-
figured" brings us to the holy mount, where the 
Blessed Lord was "transfigured" in the presence of 
His disciples. Here, the Deity that was always His, 
for a moment burst through the veil of His flesh, 
and the very "fashion of His countenance was 
altered" (Luke 9. 28). It was a change compelled 
from within. So should it be with the believer. 
How is this change brought about? "By the re- 
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hewing of your mind." Renewal here is not in the 
sense of repairing wear and tear, but of making 
anew altogether. The mind is the place where the 
change must first take place, for "as a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs 23. 7) . The Spirit 
of God; the Word of God; prayer; fellowship with 
the people of God; all these are important factors 
in renewing the mind. Anything which would arouse 
"the mind of the flesh," should be avoided. 

We must guard 

EYEGATE AND EARGATE. 

Turn away from the sordid reading; from the 
scandal of the mischief-maker; from the picture or 
the spectacle which you feel is going to harm the 
sensitive membrane of the new life, and spoil the 
sweetness of intercourse with God. As the mind 
is made anew, the life will become transfigured with-
out effort, and even without your being conscious 
of it, as the face of Moses shone, though "he wist it 
not." As a result, you will be able to discern—
prove and approve—by experience, that the will of 
God is good, and acceptable and perfect. Instead of 
God's will being an irksome, and even a fearsome 
thing, as it is to the unregenerate, and to the carnal 
believer, you will find your joy and delight in it, 
and be able, by grace, to say: 

"Thy wonderful, grand will, my God, 
With triumph now I make it mine; 
And faith shall cry a joyous "yes," 
To every dear command of Thine." 
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THE ISSUE OF CONSECRATION. 

The body thus surrendered; the mind renewed; 
you will seek for avenues of activity; you will want 
God to fill your hands with service. In so doing, 
the first thing to determine is; what you can do; 
what is your capacity? We must stand in the 
presence of God and allow Him to measure us, for 
He it is Who "hath dealt to every man the measure 
of faith," for the work to which He has called him. 
We are not to be high-minded above the mind we 
ought to have, nor are we to use a cowardly self-
depreciation, which would evade responsibility, but 
we are to "THINK SOBERLY"—with balanced 
mind, and so understand what our proper sphere of 
service is. Some Christians do not want any place; 
others want the whole place. Both are wrong. The 
importance of a right decision on this matter be-
comes more evident when we realise that as believers 
we are members of a corporate unity—the body of 
Christ—and that each member has a particular 
function to discharge for the good of the whole. 

An idle, indifferent Christian who has not found 
his function in the Body of Christ is a tragedy. Just 
as in the human body, there is sometimes found a 
diseased or paralysed member, unable to play its 
part, and thus becoming a sad and serious loss to 
that body, so in the Body of Christ, many members 
are failing to fulfil the function for which they have 
been fitted. The result is a double loss. There is a 
loss to the members themselves, for members which 
fail to function, tend to atrophy, and virtually die, 
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and there is a loss to the other members, who suffer 
from the lack of the particular service, the inactive 
member should supply. 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR ALL, AND ALL 
SHOULD BE IN THEIR PLACE. 

Some are manifestly fitted to lead; give to such, a 
loyal and hearty support. Others are not fitted for 
public spheres of service, but can be immensely use-
ful in their own sphere; let them be faithful, even 
in that which is least. As in the parable of the 
"talents" (Matt. 25), the Lord gives to some, five 
talents; to others, two talents; to others, one talent, 
but it is important to note that the Lord never asks 
the man with the two talents, to do the work of 
the man with five talents. One of the sad things 
of my Christian experience, has been seeing good 
and earnest, but utterly mistaken men, trying to 
fill a place for which they are obviously unfitted, 
with most unfortunate results for themselves and 
those who have to suffer on account of their mis-
taken judgment. If you desire to consecrate your 
service unto the Lord, I suggest you should look 
carefully and prayerfully through this chapter of 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

and I feel sure you will find something to suit you, 
for there is a great variety of jobs. If you have 
not yet been fully assured of what your sphere is, 
let your unceasing prayer be this: "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have ME to do?" Your work may not lie in 
the more public ministries of verses 6-7: prophesy- 
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ing, ministering, teaching, or exhortation. These 
require a special gift from the risen Lord, and the 
man who has them, is easily discernible. If you do 
have the gift for public ministry, you will require 
to be very diligent in your study of the Scriptures; 
in prayer; in communion with God, if you are to 
exercise that gift to profit. The words of Paul to 
his son in the faith—Timothy, will then apply to 
you: "give attendance to reading; to exhortation; 
to teaching. Neglect not the gift that is in thee. . . 
Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to all" (1 Tim. 
4. 13-15). It may be, on the other hand, that your 
line of service lies among the more practical and 
invaluable ministries of verse 8: giving with liberal-
ity; ruling with diligence; showing mercy with 
cheerfulness. All of these three forms of service 
can be done by those who have no aptitude for 
public work, and some of them at least, can be done 
by women, as well as, if not better than, men. The 
last especially; showing mercy (that is to the 
afflicted) with cheerfulness, opens up a wide field 
of usefulness, for those who have the happy knack 
of 

CARRYING HEAVEN'S SUNSHINE 

to the sick; the aged; the disconsolate. The word 
"cheerfulness" in verse 8 is the translation of a 
Greek word from which our word "hilarity" comes. 
It means that those who give themselves to this 
kind of work, thoroughly enjoy it, and the infection 
of that joy is passed on to those on whom they call. 
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If I were ill, there is a certain type of visitor I should 
not want to see. He or she, may be good at heart, 
but they just do not understand what is wanted. 
There are others who know just what to say and 
how long to stay (two important virtues) and with 
a cheery smile and hand-shake they pass on, leaving 
a radiance behind them, not of this world. In any 
case, having found your job, be content with it, for 
diligent service will win Divine promotion and 
Divine approbation. I think of Anna Waring's 
beautiful lines: 

"In a service which Thy will appoints, 

There are no bonds for me; 

For my inmost heart is taught the truth,' 

That makes Thy children 'free,' 

And a life of self-renouncing love 

Is a life of `liberty.' 

"I ask Thee for the daily grace, 

To none that ask denied; 

A mind to blend with outward things, 

While keeping at Thy side; 

Content to All a little space 

If God be glorified." 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 

(Read Romans 10. 1-17; 5. 10; 13. 11-12) 

"But what saith it? The Word is near thee, in thy mouth 
and in thy heart (that is, the Word of faith, which we 
preach), that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised Him 
from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart one believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture saith, 
whosoever believeth in Him shall not be put to shame" 
(chap. 10. 8-11). 

"For if, being enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be kept safe in His (risen) life" (chap. 5. 10). 

"You know the critical period at which we are living, and 
that it is now high time to rouse yourselves from sleep, 
for salvation is now nearer to us than when we first became 
believers. The night is far advanced, and the day is about 
to dawn" (chap. 13. 11-12 Weymouth's version). 
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SUBJECT X 

SALVATION 

In Possession. In Process. In Prospect 

I do not know whether you like poetry, but I begin 

this evening, by quoting one of my favourite stanzas 

from the poet Cowper: 

"Oh, how unlike the complex works of man, 

Heaven's easy, artless, unencumbered plan, 

No meritricious graces to beguile, 

No clustering ornaments to clog the pile, 

It stands, like the cerulean arch we see, 

Majestic in its own simplicity." 

It is "heaven's easy, artless, unencumbered plan" of 

salvation, which is my subject. I should like to 

make it plain at the outset, that the passages we 

have read, speak of 

SALVATION IN THREE ASPECTS 

which must not be confused, one with the other. 

(1) There is a salvation which may be possessed 

now, from the penalty of sin. (2) There is a sal-

vation now in process, in the case of the believer, 

from the power of sin. (3) There is a salvation 

still in prospect, from the very presence of sin. The 

first and most important aspect, for my purpose to- 
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night is, salvation as a present possession. The New 
Testament abounds with unequivocal evidence of 
this great and blessed truth, but I have chosen 
Romans 10, because it offers the most convincing 
statement of the subject I know. It is true that 
chapters 9-11 of this epistle form a parenthesis, in 
which dispensational subjects are dealt with. It is 
also true that in chapter 10, the apostle has chiefly 
in mind his fellow-countrymen of the nation of 
Israel, but it is quite clear that the principle here 
enunciated, as to how salvation can be presently 
possessed, applies to all, without distinction. Hence, 
we read in verse 12: "there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek," and again in verse 13: 
"WHOSOEVER (a term which knows no national 
bounds) shall call upon the Name of the Lord, shall 
be saved." The opening verse of the chapter 
breathes out the heart-longing of Paul for his 
countrymen; a longing which in some measure, must 
be shared by every Christian, for his fellow-men. 
"My heart's desire and prayer to God for my 
countrymen is, that they might be saved." This 
verse assumes that 

MAN NEEDS TO BE SAVED. 

We have already seen that the fundamental im-
plication of the Gospel is—that man is lost. "If our 
Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost" (2 Cor. 
4. 3). Some have the idea, that a man is lost when 
he dies impenitent, and passes into eternity un-
saved. It is true, that he is then irrevocably lost, 
but the Word of God is most definite) in insisting 
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that man is lost now. He is lost, as the straying 
sheep was lost to the shepherd; as the prodigal son 
was lost to his father. The tragedy of it is, that 
men do not realise that this is their condition. 
Whether by ignorance, or by shutting their eyes to 
facts, or by the hypnotism of the devil, they are 
blinded to their awful need, and to the still more 
awful doom which awaits them. Then verse 2 shows 

THE WRONG WAY OF TRYING TO 
GET SALVATION. 

Speaking of his fellow-countrymen, the apostle 
says: "I bear them witness (that is, he knew from 
personal experience), they have a zeal for God, but 
not according to spiritual knowledge." The Jewish 
nation was the only nation in the world at that time, 
which worshipped the One True God. Its zeal for 
God was sincere and indeed fanatical, but it was 
based on a wholly wrong assumption. "For they, 
being ignorant of the righteousness which God has 

provided, and building their hopes on a righteous-
ness of their own, have refused submission to God's 
righteousness" (v. 3 Weymouth). That is sadly de-
scriptive of many in our own day. There are multi-
tudes of sincere and earnest souls, who are strongly 
opposed to the materialism, and pleasure-loving 
madness so prevalent in the world. The Atheist and 

the Agnostic, they regard with disdain. They are 
regular in their attendance at places of worship; 

exemplary in their lives; but if they are pressed as 
to the real ground of their hope for eternity, it is 
found to be just this; they are building their hopes 
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upon a righteousness of their own, and have not 
submitted to God's righteousness. The righteous-
ness of God has put them in the place of guilty 
sinners—under condemnation and wrath, and they 
have not submitted to that verdict. They persist in 
trying to attain salvation, by personal merit. My 
dear friend, if you are among that number, let me 
tell you with all respect, but with all earnestness, 
your method is almost 

TWO THOUSAND YEARS OUT OF DATE 

and here is the reason: "Christ is the end of the 
law, that all may have righteousness who believe 
in Him" (verse 4). All hope of man being saved 
as a result of his own obedience, came to an end 
at the Cross of Christ. If we could have succeeded 
in the impossible task, then salvation could have 
been claimed by us on the ground of merit, and the 
atoning death of Christ was unnecessary, and a 
ghastly mistake. The requirements of the law have 
been summed up in one sentence, by one who was 
himself a master of the law (Luke 10. 27). "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and 
thy neighbour as thyself." Suppose we take the 
easier part first: "thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself." Which of us could honestly say that we 
are able to rise to that standard? The late Dr. 
Wolston of Edinburgh, in the course of a Gospel 
address once said: "Not long since, my next door 
neighbour's house was on fire. It was late at night, 
and I was out attending a patient, in a hotel near 
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my residence. While seeing this gentleman, there 
was a knock at the door, and when I left the room, 
a waiter said to me, 'Doctor, your house is on fire.' 
Of course I ran downstairs, and out of the hall, as 
quickly as I could, for my dear wife was very ill, 
and I thought of her. When I got out, I could see 
what I thought was the roof of my house all ablaze, 
and I can tell you, my heart was in my mouth. As 
I ran up the hill some one met me and said: 'It is 
not your house, doctor, but your neighbour's.' 
'Thank God,' I exclaimed. That expression came 
out honestly enough. I could never get to heaven 
if it depended on loving my neighbour as myself." 
I am afraid, that is characteristic of us all. Failing 
to rise to the requirements of law, we come under 
its condemnation and its curse, involving ultimately, 
eternal banishment from the Presence of God. This 
is where 

GOD STEPS IN WITH HIS GREAT 
SALVATION 

:o rescue the sinner. What man could not hope 
:o win by merit, God has provided in grace, for 
Iis will is, that "all men should be saved, and come 
into the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2. 4). So 
n verses 5 and 6 we have the strongest possible 
;ontrast between law and grace. On the one hand, 
he stern voice of "the righteousness of the law," 
tates its inexorable demand: "the man who doeth 
hose things shall live by them." We might well 
urn away, for the standard is much too high for us; 
he price is more than we can pay. But wait a 

11 
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moment. Another voice is speaking. "The right-
eousness which is based on faith, speaks in a dif-
ferent tone" (verse 6, Weymouth), from that of 
law. "Say not in thine heart, 'who shall ascend into 
heaven,' that is, to bring Christ down; or 'who shall 
descend into the abyss'; that is, to bring Christ up 
from among the dead." YOU could not do these 
impossible things. On the face of it, the idea is 
preposterous. Yes, but 

GOD HAS DONE JUST THESE TWO 
THINGS, 

"Love brought Him down from the glory, 
Love made Him die on the tree, 
Love in His heart for the sinner, 
Led Him to suffer for me." 

Divine Love brought Christ down. Divine right-
eousness raised Christ up from among the dead, 
having completely finished the work of atonement 
for sin. And now, "what saith it"? What is the 

position now? Here it is. "The Word is near thee, 
in thy mouth and in thy heart; that is, the Word 
of Faith which we preach" (verse 8). The great 
salvation, which God has provided at such infinite 
cost, does not mock the sinner, by terms which are 

beyond him. On the contrary: "By grace are ye 
saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2. 8). Here is 

SALVATION IN POSSESSION 

and all you have to do to make it your own, is to 
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exercise personal and definite faith in Christ as 
Saviour. "FAITH," says Dr. Munro Gibson, "is one 
of the strongest nouns in our language, and it is 
a pity, we have no verb to correspond with it." 
Faith is not a mere conviction that a certain thing 
is right, but is the answer of the soul and the will 
to the thing of which the mind is convinced. It is 

NOT MERELY ASSENT BUT CONSENT. 

It is not only a deep and profound conviction, but 
it is acting on that conviction. This brings us to 
the CRUX OF THE WHOLE MATTER, as to how 
salvation is possessed. In verse 9 of this chapter, 
we have one of the clearest and most convincing 
statements in the Word of God. Thousands have 
rested their souls on it for eternity. I want you to 
listen to it, as one would listen to a message of 
life or death, for it is of the most vital interest to 
you. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus 
as Lord (your Lord), and believe in thine heart that 
God raised Him from among the dead, THOU 
SHALT BE SAVED." There is an unsurpassed 
definiteness here, which you cannot escape, if you 
really want to be assured of present salvation, but 
it is conditioned by two things. 

(1) Are you willing to confess with your mouth, 
Jesus as your Lord? Will you, in so doing, 
acknowledge that your sinful state is such, 
that only the atoning death of Christ on the 
Cross can avail for your salvation? 
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(2) 	Do you believe in your inmost soul, that the 

same Jesus Who died on the Cross for your 

sins, has been raised from among the dead 

by the power of God—the God-given proof 

that His sacrifice was sufficient to meet all 

God's claims against you? If you truthfully, 

and before God, will do these things, here is 

the affidavit of the God Who cannot lie: 

"THOU SHALT BE SAVED." 

You remember the Old Testament story of Rahab 

and the fall of Jericho (Joshua, chap. 2.) ? Poor 

sinful woman, though she was, it was to her house 

Joshua's men were directed, when they came to re-

connoitre the enemy's position. At the risk of her 

life she gave them shelter and sanctuary. She had 

heard of the advance of the hosts of Israel; of the 

miraculous crossing of the overflowing Jordan. She 

knew that Jericho was doomed and all who were in 

it. She confessed to these men, that she knew her 

danger, and asked for herself, her father and 

mother, brothers and sisters, that they might be 

saved from the impending judgment, and with 

the deepest earnestness and entreaty said to the 

messengers as they left: "give me a true token," or 

in other words: "give me a definite assurance of 

salvation." They gave her a double assurance. 

First, they said: "our life for yours . . . . when the 

Lord hath given us the land, we will deal kindly and 

truly with thee." It was the most solemn oath that 

mortal men could give. Evidently it was enough 
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for Rehab, for she then let them down by means of 
a scarlet line, through the window of her house on 
the city wall. They reached safety, but before they 
went away they gave her another token. They bade 
her bind the scarlet line by which they had been 
saved, in her window; bring all her friends and 
relations into her house; all who were under the 
protection of the scarlet line would be safe. "She 
bound the scarlet line in the window." Many 
hundreds of years later, we read: "By faith, the 
harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed 
not" (Heb. 11. 31). The scarlet line, and the spoken 
word—these were the true tokens on which Rehab's 

faith relied. YOU have 

A MUCH STRONGER GROUND 

on which to rest your faith. (1) The work of Christ 

—His precious shed blood—the antitype of the 
scarlet line. (2) The Word of Almighty God which 
says: "thou shalt be saved." Just as Rahab was 
asked to trust to the same scarlet line, which had 
led the messengers themselves to safety, so you are 

asked to rely on the efficacy of the same precious 
blood, by which Christ Himself has entered heaven. 
Listen to this : "by His Own blood He entered in 
once for all into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us" (Heb. 9. 12). If that 

sacrifice had been insufficient—if that blood shed 
on the Cross had failed to atone for sin—let me say 

it reverently, Jesus Christ would not be in heaven 
now. God is asking you to rest your soul for eter-
nity, on the very same ground as that which gave 
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His Beloved Son the right of entrance there. Surely 
that is sufficient security for you. Then as if to 
reinforce the assurance already given, there comes 
the guarantee of God Himself : "whosoever believeth 
in Him shall not be put to shame." The work of 
Christ on the Cross, makes the believing sinner 
SAFE; the Word of God makes him SURE. By 
these 

TWO IMMUTABLE THINGS 

God pledges salvation here and now. But I can 
imagine someone saying: "That seems clear enough, 
and I am willing to rest on the finished work of 
Christ, and the assurance of the Word of God, for 
salvation from the penalty of my sins, but what if 
I stumble and make a mess of things after I confess 
Christ as my Saviour?" You are afraid, and rightly 
afraid that the power of sin may be too much for 
you. If you were left to your own resources, you 
would certainly have good cause to be afraid. So 
long as we remain in this world we are exposed to 
constant temptation and danger from without, as 
well as to the treachery of our own evil hearts 
within, but God in His great love and wisdom, has 
made ample provision to meet that need. "For if, 
being enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been re-
conciled, we shall be 

KEPT SAFE IN HIS LIFE, 

that is, His risen life)" (Rom. 5. 10). Here is an 
aspect of salvation which is in process from day to 
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day, in the believer's experience. If, by the death 
of Christ we have been saved from the guilt and the 
penalty of sin, so that we can say triumphantly: 
"God, Who hath saved us" (2 Tim. 1. 9), then, it is 
equally true that we are being kept safe in His risen 
life, from the power of sin. We might be inclined 
to reason, that if we sin after we are saved, such a 
base requital of God's love to us might well result 
in our being left alone to struggle along as best as 
we can. That is not God's way. The whole argu-
ment of Romans 5. 9-10 is the exact opposite of 
that. The late John Nelson Darby puts it very 
beautifully thus: "If a dead Christ is made a 
Saviour; a living Christ will be a Friend to you. If 
He died for you, when your sins were on you, how 
much more will He care for you, now that your sins 
are gone. A living Christ cannot be to destroy you, 
if a dying Christ has saved you. Mark, not only the 
power of the argument, but its grace also, in taking 
away all fear from the heart." Salvation from the 
power of sin is as certainly being accomplished for 
us by the One Who ever lives, as our salvation from 
sin's penalty was accomplished, when He died once 
for all. Our present salvation and His, present life, 
are inextricably linked together. "He is able also, 
to save to the very end, all that come unto God by 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them" (Heb. 7. 25). The believer is said to be 

"PRESERVED IN JESUS CHRIST" 

(Jude 1). Some one has said: "Believers are pre-
served IN Jesus Christ. As a jewel locked in a 
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casket, they are kept in the heart and in the hand 
of Christ. They are preserved BY Jesus Christ. All 
this almightiness is about them, and who shall break 
through their defence? They are preserved FOR 
Jesus Christ. He maintains them for His witnesses 
and workmen, until the purposes of God His Father 
are fulfilled and the last of those forming His 
church, His body, His bride, are gathered in." So 
shall it be, that the prophetic words spoken by the 
Lord Jesus, on that dark night in Gethsemane, when 
He was arrested by the ruffian band, will come true 
to the letter: "Of them whom Thou gayest Me, 
have I lost none" (John 18. 9). It is only right to 
point out that in the course of "being saved" from 
the power of sin, while the responsibility is primarily 
and finally undertaken by the risen Lord for His 
people, they can to a large extent, help themselves. 
The same epistle which gives us that grand Gospel 
declaration: "Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners" (1 Tim. 1. 15), is that which instructs 
a man who was a saved sinner, and a preacher of 
the Gospel, in such serious phrase as this: "Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the teaching; continue 
in them; for in doing this, thou shalt both save thy-
self, and them that hear thee" (1 Tim. 4. 16). 

The last epistle of the New Testament—the epistle 
of Jude—which concludes with a glorious doxology: 
"unto Him Who is able to keep you from falling" 
(verse 24) also says "keep yourselves in the love of 
God" (verse 21). The two lines of truth are con-
current. While there is not the slightest doubt that 
every believer will be "KEPT SAFE"; he will use 
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every means God has given him, to "save himself" 
from the domination of sin in his life. 

ONE MORE ASPECT OF SALVATION 
REMAINS 

and I confess, my heart leaps to the thought of it, 
for it will mean farewell to the very presence of sin, 
with all its attendant conflicts, anxieties, sorrows, 
and conscious limitations. God has been wonder-
fully good to us. He has blessed us, all undeserving 
as we are, both spiritually and temporally, but 
always, we are conscious that we do not belong to 
this scene. Nor is the reason far to seek. "Our 
home country is in heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 
3.20, N.V.). It is true that we are "citizens" of the 
country in which we now live, and as Romans 13 
so strongly urges, it is our plain duty as citizens 
to obey existing authorities, since "the powers that 
be, have been set in their place by God" (verse 1, 
Conybeare & Howson's translation), so long as their 
authority does not conflict with the higher orders 
of the Word of God. We are called upon to be just 
to our fellow-men; scrupulously careful to pay our 
dues and our debts, and to honour our obligations. 
We are to exhibit a spirit of love, in our relations 
with our neighbours; not only "working no ill" 
(verse 10) towards them, but by well-doing, "put 
to silence the ignorant talk of foolish men" (1 Peter 
2. 15). In fact there should be no more exemplary 
citizen of his country, than the Christian. 	Yet, 
when all this is said, does not every child of God 



170 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

know that his first allegiance and his deepest affec-
tions are elsewhere? Would it not be true to say, 
that the greater part of 

OUR REAL INTERESTS ARE ALREADY 
"OVER THERE"? 

Our Saviour is there 1 Thess. 1. 10) ; our life is there 
(Col. 3. 3) ; our hope is there (Col. 1. 5) ; many of 
our loved ones are there (Phil. 1. 23) ; the saints of 
ages past, endeared to us by many memories, are 
there. The older we grow, the greater the number 
of severed ties of friendship on earth, and the 
greater the number of new ties with heaven. So 
long as we are "at home in the body," we are absent 
from the Lord" (2 Cor. 5. 6), and we know by 
spiritual intuition as well as by Divine revelation, 
that this state of things cannot continue. We await 

THE DAY OF FINAL SALVATION 

when at the coming again of the Lord Jesus, He 
will complete the work which He has begun. That 
salvation "is now nearer to us, than when we first 
became believers" (verse 11). The late Henry Var-
ley once said that he believed that we are living in 
the very Saturday night of this dispensation. If 
Paul wrote, as in the words of our last passage: 
"You know the critical times at which we are living, 
and it is now high time to rouse yourselves from 
sleep," how much more true is that description, to-
day! He must be very blind indeed, who does not 
see that current events indicate the approach of a 
crisis in the world. It is already almost engulfed 
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in the maelstrom, from which it cannot escape. 
Never in its hoary history, have the signs of its 
approaching total wreckage been so evident, as they 
are at this moment, and yet multitudes are "willing-
ly ignorant" of their danger, and deaf to the urgent 
entreaty of the Lord God Who has said: "I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn 
ye, from your evil ways for WHY WILL YE DIE?" 
(Ezek. 33. 11). Before the day of retribution falls 

on the world 

ONE THING MUST HAPPEN. 

He Who died to win salvation from sin's penalty, 

and lives to give salvation from sin's power, will 
come to take every believer away from sin's 
presence. In view of the imminence of this great 
event, "it is now high time to rouse yourself from 
sleep." John Bunyan saw far ahead of his day, 
when he drew that graphic picture of "the enchanted 
ground," the air of which made the pilgrim drowsy, 
so that he slept too long in the arbour on the hill, 
and lost his way. That is the danger against which 
every Christian must be on guard. You have per-
haps known, as I have, what it is to have a sleepless 
night, until completely exhausted, you manage at 
last, to "drop over." There is a strong tendency to 
sleep on and to "sleep in," but through the curtains 
of your bedroom, the early rays of morning light 
play upon your heavy eyelids, and the first clear 

notes of the thrush or blackbird, sweet, but perhaps 



172 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

unwelcome, strike upon your ears, and you know 

THE DAY IS ABOUT TO DAWN. 

Willing or unwilling, duty calls; you must 
face the day with its summons to work and 
watchfulness. That is the position spiritually, 
now. "The night is far advanced, and the 
day is about to dawn" (verse. 12). No more of 
the sluggard's cry: "yet a little sleep; a little slum-
ber; a little folding of the hands to sleep" (Proverbs 
6. 10). ROUSE YOU FOR A FINAL EFFORT; the 
Lord is near. "We are bound to give thanks alway 
to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, be-
cause God hath from the beginning, chosen you to 
salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the Truth, unto which He called you 
through our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren 

STAND YOUR GROUND, AND HOLD 
FAST 

to the teachings which ye have been taught, 
whether by word of mouth, or by epistle. 
And may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
and God our Father Who hath loved us, 
and give us in His grace, eternal consolation 
and A BRIGHT HOPE, comfort your hearts, and 
make you stedfast, in every good word and work" 
(2 Thess. 2. 13-17, New Version). AMEN. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE 

SUBJECTS OF THE FOREGOING ADDRESSES 

Question. In your first address, you refer to "the 

mystery of the Gospel" (Eph. 6. 19), which is un-

folded chiefly in Romans, and the mystery of "Christ 

and the Church," unfolded chiefly in Ephesians. 

How do you distinguish between them? 

Answer. Both "mysteries" (that is, revelations not 

previously given) were committed to Paul, and while 

closely associated, are in my view, quite distinct. 

The former "mystery" was received by Paul shortly 

after his conversion: probably while he was in the 

deserts of Arabia. Of it, he says : "I neither received 

it of man, nor was I taught it, but by the revelation 

of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1. 12). He speaks of it vari-

ously as "the Gospel of the glory of the Blessed God, 

which was committed to my trust" (1 Tim. 1. 11, 

N. V.) : as "the ministry which I have received 

of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace 

of God" (Acts 20. 24) ; as "the Gospel of the un-

circumcision . . . . committed unto me" (Gal. 2. 7). 

Unlike "the Gospel of the circumcision" Paul's 

Gospel was for "all nations." In its substance, it 

went very much further than the preaching of Peter 

and others, as recorded in the early chapters of the 

Acts. As we have seen in the course of our ad-

dresses, it was a full-orbed Gospel, including in its 

vast sweep, all the great truths from "Condemna-

tion" right on to "Glorification." These had not 

been fully revealed until Paul received them, nor 
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are they anywhere so convincingly expounded as in 
the Epistle to the Romans. "The mystery of the 
Gospel" is primarily FOR THE SINNER and for 
THE ESTABLISHING OF THE BETJEVER. The 
mystery of "Christ and the Church," is a further 
revelation, and is FOR THE SAINTS. It was not 
revealed to Paul, until after the former, and if I 
understand aright, it was given to him during these 
two years of which we know so little, which Paul 
spent in prison at Caesarea (Acts 24 and 25), before 
his appeal to the emperor, led to his being brought 
to Rome. It was during his first imprisonment at 
Rome, when the apostle had a very considerable 
measure of liberty, that "THE PRISON EPISTLES" 
(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians) were written, 
and it is in these, we come to the "revelation of the 
mystery," which "throughout the ages, had been 
hid in God" (Eph. 3. 9). 

Question. Would it be correct to say that Romans 
1. 18-32 is a complete answer to the theory of the 
EVOLUTION of man? 

Answer. Yes, if any proof were needed of the folly 
of such a theory, you certainly have it in this 
passage. Here we see, not the ASCENT OF MAN 
from a bestial ancestry, but the DESCENT OF MAN 
from a condition in which he knew God as the 
Creator, into a condition worse than bestial in its 
final analysis. Ignoring God's claims in creation and 
providence, men "glorified Him not as God, neither 
were thankful" (verse 21) ; they took every tem- 
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poral blessing, as if it were their own by right, or 

won by their own endeavour. This foolish sense of 

self-sufficiency, sooner or later must lead to the de-

thronement of God in the human mind, which is 

exactly what Romans 1 indicates, with its conse-

quent mental deterioration in regard to spiritual 

things, and ultimately to "the law of the jungle" and 

worse. 

Question. How would you describe the difference 

between the terms, "in the flesh" (Rom. 8. 8) and 

"in the body" (2 Cor. 5. 6) ? 

Answer. The unregenerate man is "in the flesh," 

and so long as he lives, he is also "in the body." 

The believer in Christ is "in the body" while he lives, 

but is NOT "in the flesh" (Rom. 8. 9). Saints who 

are now "at home with the Lord," are neither "in 

the flesh" nor yet "in the body." We have already 

seen in dealing with the subject of Sanctification, 

that the believer's new standing is "IN CHRIST," 

and his new state is "IN THE SPIRIT." The un-

regenerate man still has his standing "IN ADAM," 

and his state is described as being "IN THE 

FLESH." There is a sense, of course, in which the 

words "in the flesh" are equivalent to being "in the 

body." For example, in Phil. 1. 22, Paul speaks of 

living in the flesh, but the whole context shows, he 

is thinking of the body. If he were allowed to 

"abide in the flesh" (verse 24), then he was content, 

although he had a desire to "depart and be with 

Christ" which he knew, would be "very far better." 



176 BULWARKS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

In either event his resolve is that "Christ should be 
magnified in my body, whether by life, or by death." 

Question. Can you give us a scriptural definition 
of "propitiation" and "substitution" respectively? 

Answer. "PROPITIATION" is concerned in the 
first place, with the Godward aspect of the sacrificial 
work of Christ. By His death on the Cross the 
Lord Jesus has completely satisfied the demands of 
God's righteousness, in regard to the outrage and 
dishonour against God's holy throne, caused by sin. 
One result is, that God can now be Just to Himself 
and yet become the Justifier of the believing sinner. 
In wonderful grace, God has put the value of that 
atoning death at the disposal of the guilty sons of 
men, so that it can be said in the words of 1 John 2. 
2: "He (Christ) is the Propitiation for OUR SINS 
(the apostle is referring to believers here) and not 
for ours only, but for THE WHOLE WORLD." 
Again we read in 1 Timothy 2. 6: "Who gave Him-
self A RANSOM FOR ALL." God's claims having 
been adequately met, grace opens its arms wide to 
all; none are excluded; forgiveness may be freely 
preached to all (Acts 13. 38). "SUBSTITUTION," 
on the other hand, is the aspect of Christ's death 
which meets the need of the individual believer, who 
can therefore with thankful heart, say: "Who loved 
ME and GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME" (Gal. 2. 20). 
While it is blessedly true that Christ has DIED FOR 
ALL, it would be altogether unscriptural to say that 
CHRIST BORE THE SINS OF ALL. The logical 
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outcome of this last statement would be, that the 
careless, ungodly sinner might say (and I have been 
told this more than once) : "Oh, well, if Christ bore 
my sins I have nothing more to worry about." If 
you, who preach the Gospel, ever take your text 
from that grand evangelical chapter of the Old 
Testament—Isaiah 53—be careful to point out that 
it is the substitutionary aspect of the death of 
Christ, which is in view, and only believing sinners 
can truthfully say: "He was wounded for our trans-
gressions; He was bruised for our iniquities." 

Question. What is the meaning of Romans 4. 3: 
"Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness"? 

Answer. This is perhaps best explained by what we 
have in verse 5. "But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him Who justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness." God has pro-
vided the means of justifying those who have no 
righteousness of their own, and that which justifies 
the sinner instrumentally, is faith in God, even 
though there be but a dim knowledge of the means 
by which justification is bestowed. That faith in 
God, Abraham had, and it was imputed unto him 
for righteousness. In the same way, the righteous- 
ness of God—that is, the righteousness of His par- 
doning grace—as effected by the death of Christ, 
is vouchsafed to the believing sinner. The term, 
"THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD," indicates the 
source whence this justifying righteousness comes; 

12 
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the expression, "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH 
IS OF FAITH" (chap. 10. 6), indicates the mode of 
its reception by the believing sinner. 

Question. I see that commentators differ widely in 
their translation and exposition of the words of 
Romans 4. 24, 25 which you translate: "Jesus our 
Lord . . . . Who was delivered up on account of 
our offences, and was raised up on account of our 
justification." Can you give any help in this? 

Answer. I am aware that there is a great diverg-
ence of opinion among scholarly men, as to the 
translation of this passage, but this, to my mind, is 
of less moment than the doctrinal implications 
which arise from some of these translations. As I 
understand them, there are at least THREE VIEWS 
of the passage:— 

First, that Christ was raised, because we have 
been justified. Dr. Young has evidently this in 
mind, when he translates: "raised up, because of our 
being declared just." With all respect I must de-
cline to believe that the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, was "because we have been justified." On 
the contrary, I believe He would have been raised 
from among the dead, apart from our justification 
altogether. "It was not possible that He should be 
holden of it (death)" (Acts 2. 24). 

Second, that the resurrection of Christ is the basis 
of our justification. I cannot accept the theory, that 
the last part of the statement viz: "raised up on 
account of our justification," should be detached 
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from the first part, as the ground of justification. 
It seems to me, that (quite unwittingly) this leads 
to a disparagement of His propitiatory sacrifice on 
the Cross. Those who take this view, quote in sup-
port, 1 Cor. 15. 17: "If Christ be not raised . . . ye 
are yet in your sins," but this glorious chapter is 
not discussing the subject of justification, but resur-
rection, and we must not wrest texts from their 
context. 

Third, that both the delivering up and the raising 
up were necessary for justification. This is my con-
viction. I repeat the words used when dealing with 
the subject. "God GAVE HIM UP because there 
was no other righteous way of getting rid of "our 
offences"; God RAISED HIM UP because there was 
no more convincing way of showing how complete 
was His satisfaction, with what His Son had done." 
Faith in these two great facts, brings the soul into 
justification, and peace with God. 

Question. In your address on "Identification," you 
distinguish between verses 3 and 4 of Romans 6., 
stating that the former is not water-baptism, while 
the latter is, and that verse 3 is a fact true of all 
believers, while verse 4 is the ordinance based on the 
fact. I had always been led to believe that both 
verses dealt with baptism in water. I should be glad 
of any further light on the passage. 

Answer. I once thought as you do, but I came to 
see two things which altered my view. The first 
was, that if both verses referred to water baptism, 
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the word "therefore" of verse 4 appeared to be re-
dundant, whereas it is clearly a deduction from a 
fact already stated. The second reason was, that it 
seemed to me, in the light of the context, that it 
would be altogether wrong to say, that we were 
"baptised into Jesus Christ" by water-baptism, but 
that by the ordinance "we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death" in symbol, thus publicly con-
fessing that "we died with Christ" (verse 8). I have 
since found that I am not alone in my conviction. 
The late F. A. Banks, known to many of an earlier 
generation as one who, despite his comparative 
youth, spoke with authority, says of Rom. 6. 3: "it 
speaks of the baptism of Christ on the Cross," and 
again "the believer discovers that God dealt with 
Christ in this solemn manner on his account." While 
later, he says: "Verse 4 teaches that believers' bap-
tism is the like figure of that, viz., the death and 
resurrection of Christ for the believer." The late 
Col. Molesworth (an able and accredited teacher) 
said of Rom. 6. 3: "the baptism into Christ here 
spoken of, "conveys the essential thought of our in-
corporation, spiritually into Christ. "Of this funda-
mental truth, baptism in water is a sign, not a means 

thereof." I should like to add that I cannot accept 
the view that the words "baptised into Christ," in 
verse 3 refer to baptism in one Spirit into the body 
of Christ as taught in 1 Cor. 12. 13; this would be 
quite out of keeping with the line of truth unfolded 
in our chapter. I am therefore forced to the con-
clusion, that verse 3 is neither "water baptism" nor 
"Spirit baptism," but death baptism, that is, our 
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identification as believers with Christ in His death 
to sin. If I may use the words of Abraham, it is 
as if God said to us: "bury my dead out of sight" 
(Gen. 23. 4) that we obey the command to be 
"buried" in the emblematic, watery grave of the 
ordinance. 

Question. What do you understand to be the mean-
ing of Romans 7. 20: "Now if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
me." Does this mean that God does not hold the 
believer responsible for the sin he commits after 
conversion, but the sinful nature he possesses? 

Answer. No. I do not think this is the meaning 
of the passage. It is true that so long as he is "in 
the body pent," sin dwells in the believer, and for 
that, he is not responsible. But while sin DWELLS 
in him, there is no reason why sin should REIGN in 
him. "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the desires thereof" 
(Rom. 6. 12), and again: "sin shall not have 
dominion over you" (chap. 6. 14). When a believer 
does sin, it is because for the time being, sin has 
been allowed to dominate, and for that, God DOES 
hold him responsible. A well-known servant of 
Christ, now entered into his rest, used to tell this 
story. A professing Christian was once brought 
before the magistrate on a rather serious charge. 
When asked if he had anything to say in his defence, 
he replied, that it was not he who was responsible, 
but "the old man" who dwelt in him. The magis- 
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trate was no theologian, but his verdict in the case 
was quite sound. He said that as they could not 
arrest "the old man," nor punish him, he would 
punish the man who was in the dock instead. The 
believer is legally freed from sin's control, because 
he has died to sin with Christ. He ought to be 
morally and actually freed from sin's dominion, by 
yielding to the government of the indwelling Spirit. 

Question. I have heard it said that the process of 
practical sanctification, may be carried out to such 
an extent, by the power of the Holy Spirit, that the 
believer may be rid of every fleshly desire, and all 
kinds of sin, including temper and irritability. Well, 
I'm not there. Far from it, in fact. What about it? 

Answer. I should not care to say that the experi-
ence you describe is not possible, although not over-
looking the truth of 1 John 1. 8. I think I have 
met perhaps half a dozen Christians in the course 
of my life, of whom, so far as I could see, this might 
be true, although they themselves would have been 
the last to claim anything of the kind. So far as 
I am concerned, I belong to the same "regiment" 
as you: "I have not yet attained." I confess, how-
ever, I am deeply suspicious of those who claim they 
have reached these celestial heights. I know of one 
man, who attended a series of meetings, in the 
course of which the preacher dealt with the subject 
of "the two natures" in the believer. This gentle-
man was very indignant about it, and waited behind 
to interview the preacher, and to assure him that he 
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was altogether wrong, for he himself "had now only 
one nature." He was a believer in the doctrine of 
what is usually called "sinless perfection." After a 
very lengthy interview, in the course of which the 
"sinless perfection" man, lost his temper, the 
preacher (rather unkindly perhaps) told him, that 
he was convinced that what his visitor had claimed 
was true viz., that he had only one nature, but said 
the preacher: "I believe it is THE WRONG ONE!" 

Question. What is meant by the quickening of the 
mortal body in Romans 8. 11? Is this a PRESENT 
QUICKENING or a FUTURE QUICKENING? 
Does the word "Spirit" in verse 10 refer to the 
Spirit of God or the human spirit? 

Answer. Perhaps we had better read verses 10 and 
11. "If Christ be in you, the body indeed is dead 
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him Who raised 
up JESUS from among the dead, dwell in you, He 
Who raised up CHRIST from among the dead, shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies on account of His 
Spirit Who dwelleth in you." This, is admittedly, a 
difficult passage, and one on which I should not care 
to express myself so dogmatically as some writers, 
but for what it is worth, I shall try to give you what 
I have gleaned on the subject. Take verse 10 first. 
There are some who hold that "the spirit is not the 
Holy Spirit; but the spiritual part of man, for the 
antithesis is between the believer's body and spirit." 
On that premise is based the theory that "the body 
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is dead" in the sense that the body of the believer, 
like that of any unregenerate man, is subject to the 
effects of sin, disease and death, but that the life 
of Christ is imparted to the spirit of the believer, 
on the ground of righteousness. There is certainly 
a great deal that is true in this view, but I must 
confess it does not satisfy me, and with all due 
modesty, I shall tell you why. In the first place, 
we must remember that the subject of the first part 
of Romans 8 (as we have already seen) is PRAC-
TICAL SANCTIFICATION, and in this, it will be 
agreed, I think, the Holy Spirit is the Dominant 
Factor. I cannot see any good reason for intro-
ducing the spirit of the believer here at all. It is 
mentioned once in its proper place in verse 16, but 
that is in a very different connection. Secondly. 
The whole argument of verse 10 seems to me to 
hinge on the opening words of the verse: "if Christ 
be in you." I take it, this means, that by the in-
working of the Holy Spirit, Christ is manifest in 
the believer's life; is, in fact, in control of his life. 
Thirdly. If this condition obtains, "the body indeed 
is dead because of sin" (is adjudged dead), but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness" (evidencing 
practical righteousness). Fourthly. In verse 11 we 
come to an experience, which in its fullest sense, at 
least, is NOT PRESENT, BUT FUTURE. What-
ever present quickening the believer may know in 
his experience, as a result of the Spirit's indwelling, 
applies only to his spiritual condition. The day is 
coming however, when "aux mortal bodies" shall be 
quickened on account of His Spirit Who dwelleth in 
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us. The raising of Christ from among the dead, is 
God's pledge and assurance that both "the dead in 
Christ" and "those who are alive and remain," when 
the Lord comes, will be quickened. The Holy Spirit 
Who now dwells in the body of the believer will 
never let go his claim to that body until the Lord 
Jesus comes to claim it. 

Question. How does the witness of the Spirit (Rom. 
8. 16) differ from the witness of the Word? 

Answer. I would not say they differed, but they are 
quite distinct. The things they bear witness to, are 
the same things, but the character of their witness 
is not the same. The witness of the Word is Objec-
tive; the witness of the Spirit is Subjective. The 
witness of the Word is written; you can see it with 
your eyes. The witness of the Spirit is a matter 
of experience; you can feel it. To use a simile, 
which has been used before, the witness of the Word 
tells a blind man, what is to be seen; the witness 
of the Spirit opens the man's eyes to see it. The 
Word of God assures me I am a child of God; the 
witness of the Spirit within me, makes me to enjoy 
that relationship. "Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; 
that we might KNOW (perceive) the things that are 
freely given to us of God" (1 Car. 2. 12). Dr. H. A. 
Ironside tells of a man who went to hear the famous 
singer—Jenny Lind, "the Swedish Nightingale." 
Beside him, sat a sea-captain who had paid five 
dollars for his ticket, but who drowsed and slept all 
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through the concert. He went out of curiosity to 
SEE the noted singer, but he had no ear to enjoy 
her marvellous voice. He got NO THRILL out of 
it, because he was not attuned to the power of song. 
If the Spirit of God is allowed His way in us, He 
will give us "thrills" of spiritual delight, which as a 
Scotsman once said, are " better felt than telt ' 
(told)." 

Question. In what sense is "Christ, the end of the 
law" (Rom. 10. 4) ? 

Answer. This verse has given rise to various 
opinions. One which commonly prevails is, that 
Christ is the Accomplishment of the law, but I 
venture to think, there is more in it than that. The 
Greek word "telos," translated in our A. V. "end," 
is certainly capable of a wide interpretation, and 
some of the equivalent meanings, may help us. For 
instance, it is translated in 1 Thess. 2. 16 by the 
word "uttermost," and in 1 Peter 3. 8 by the word 
"finally," while in Matt. 17. 25 and in Romans 13. 7 
it is also translated by the word "custom" in the 
sense of "toll" or "dues." A combination of these 
thoughts, suggest that Christ is THE TERMINA-
TION OF THE LAW to the believer, inasmuch as 
THE DUES OF THE LAW have all been met by 
Him. The whole setting of this passage, seems to 
imply that the demand of "the righteousness of 
the law," with which we could not comply, has been 
terminated at the Cross of Christ, so that "the 
righteousness of faith" is made available to the 
believer. 
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Question. In dealing with "Consecration" (Rom. 
12) you spoke of the yielding or "giving over" to 
God of our bodies. Does this demand effort on our 
part and the exercise of our wills. I have heard it 
said, "all human effort is in vain"? 

Answer. I do not think the last phrase: "human 
effort is in vain" in connection with the subject of 
"consecration" is appropriate, to say the least of it. 
On the contrary, once the believer has yielded to 
God's claims upon him, there will be endless room 
for "human effort," but the definite act of surrender 
to the will of God, and the life-long obligations 
which follow that act, are a pleasure and not an 
effort, to the soul which has known "the mercies of 
God." It does not require a great effort to yield 
to one who loves us dearly! When "the love of 
Christ constraineth us," the words "demand"; 
"effort"; "exercise of will," vanish from the vocabu-
lary. 

Question. What is involved in the command of 
Romans 13. 8: "owe no man anything"? 

Answer. This question, like the commandment of 
which Psalm 119. 96 speaks, is "exceeding broad" 
and, I am afraid, cannot be answered in a few words. 

Nevertheless I am glad it has been raised, for it is 

a subject on which I feel something needs to be 
said. To "owe," of course does not necessarily in-
volve unrighteous dealing. You may "owe" your 
baker for bread you had last week, or you may 
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"owe" your tailor for the suit, now on your back 
for a month, but neither party is worrying, because 
the account has not been rendered, and the supplier 
knows that when it is rendered it will be duly paid. 
Business could not be carried on in many cases if 
there was not a recognised time allowed for pay-
ment. But I am thinking, as perhaps the questioner 
is, of a far more serious state of things, where goods 
have been ordered with the full knowledge that 
there is no money available for making payment. 
I have found in the course of considerable experi-
ence, that some Christians are so lost to a sense 
of practical righteousness, that they CONTRACT 
DEBT WITHOUT HAVING ANY REASONABLE 
HOPE OF BEING ABLE TO MEET IT. This is a 
clear violation of both law and grace and has 
brought endless shame and dishonour on the Name 
of the Lord. Habitually getting into debt, with no 
means, and sometimes with no intention, of dis-
charging it, is a CRYING SCANDAL, and no matter 
what hardship is involved, should be stopped at 
once, because it is immoral. Where a Christian finds 
himself or herself, by reason of unforeseen circum-
stances in financial difficulties, the straightforward 
way is to tell the creditor frankly what the position 
is, and if the reputation of the debtor has been 
good in the past, there will be very little difficulty 
in arranging accommodation. If, by reason of un-
employment, or loss of health, or some other un-
looked for cause, a Christian gets into a financial 
"tangle," he ought to "take it to the Lord in prayer," 
very earnestly and continuously, until "a way of 
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escape" (1 Car. 10. 13) is opened. If the matter 
can be kept between his Lord and himself, so much 
the better for him, but if the matter should be an 
urgent one, he should take into his confidence one 
or two friends on whose discretion and sympathy 
he can rely, and ask for their guidance and practical 
help. ON NO ACCOUNT SHOULD HE UNDER-
TAKE FRESH LIABILITIES, until the old debts 
are paid. 
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