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proceeds to exhort them to be holy because He
who has saved them is holy, and they are set to
represent Him in this world.

So too Paul, after affirming the sanctification of
the Thessalonians, yet prays that they may be sanc-
tified wholly, which would be an absurdity if this
were accomplished when first sanctified by the
Spirit. ‘‘The very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithfnl is He that call-
eth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5: 23, 24).
There is no room for doubt as to the final result.
Sanctification is God's work; and ‘‘I know that,
whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever” (Eccl.
3: 14). ‘‘He who hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ " (Phil.
1:6).

When asked for scripture as to the term ‘‘the
second blessing,” the perfectionist will generally
refer you to 2 Cor. 1: 15. There Paul writes to
the Corinthians (who, as declared several times
over in his first epistle, were sanctified), and says,
“‘In this confidence I was minded to come unto you
before, that ye might have a second benefit.” The
margin reads, ‘‘a second blessing.” From this
simple expression, an amazing system has been de-
duced. Itis taught that as a result of Paul’s first
visit to Corinth many had been justified. But as
the carnal mind remained in them, they manifested
it in various ways, for which he rebukes them in
his first letter. Now he longs to get to them again,
this time not so much to preach the gospel as to
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have some ‘‘holiness meetings,"” and get them sanc-
tified!

An ingenious theory surely! but it all falls to the
ground when the student of Scripture observes that
the carnal saints of the 1st epistle were sanctified
in Christ Jesus (chap. 1: 2); had received the Spirit
of God (chap. 2: 12); were indwelt by that Spirit
(chap. 3: 16); and, as we have already noticed at
some length, were ‘‘ washed, sanctified and justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God"” (chap. 6).

What then was the second blessing Paul desired
for them? To begin with, it was not #/e¢ second
blessing at all, but @ second blessing. They had
been blessed by his ministry among them on the
first occasion, as they learned from his lips and saw
manifested in his ways the truth of God. Like any
true-hearted under-shepherd, he longs to wvisit
them again, once more to minister among them,
that they may receive blessing, or benefit, a second
time. What could be simpler, if the mind were not
confused by faulty teaching, leading to one’s read-
ing his thoughts into Scripture, instead of learning
from it?

From the moment of their conversion, believers
are ‘‘blessed with all spiritual blessings in heav-
enly places in Christ,” and the Spirit is given to
lead us into the good that is already ours. ‘‘All
things are yours” was written, not to persons per-
fect in their ways, but to the very Corinthians
whom we have been considering, and that before
they received, through the apostle Paul, a second
benefit



SANCTIFICATION 8Y THE BLOOD OF CHRIST:
ETERNAL

HE great theme of the epistle to the Hebrews
is that aspect of sanctification which has been
designated positional, or absolute; not now a work
wrought in the soul by the Holy Spirit, but the glo-
rious result of that wondrous work accomplished by
the Son of God when He offered up Himself to put
away sin upon the cross of Calvary. By virtue of
that sacrifice the believer is forever set apart to
God, his conscience purged, and he himself trans-
formed from an unclean sinner into a holy wor-
shiper, linked up in an abiding relationship with
the Lord Jesus Christ; for ‘‘both He that sanctifi-
eth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause He is not ashamed to call them breth-
ren” (Heb. 2: 11). According to 1 Cor. 1: 30, they
are ‘‘in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
. sanctification.” They are ‘‘accepted in the
Beloved.” God sees them in Him, and looks at
them as He looks at His Son. ‘‘As He is, so are
we in this world” (1 John 4: 17). This is not our
state. No believer has ever been wholly like the
Lord Jesus in a practical way. The highest and
best experience would not reach up to this. But
as to our standing (our new position), we are reck-
oned by God to be ‘‘as He is.”

The basis of all this is the blood-shedding and
blood-sprinkling of our Saviour. ‘¢ Jesus also, that
He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered without the gate” (Heb. 13: 12). By no
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other means could we be purged from our sins and
set apart to God.

The main argument of the epistle is very fully
developed in chapters 8 to 10, inclusive. There the
two covenants are contrasted. The old covenant
asked of man what it never got—that is perfect
obedience; because it was not in man to give it.
The new covenant guarantees all blessing through
the work of Another; and from the knowledge of
this springs the desire to obey on the part of the
object of such grace.

In the old dispensation there was a sanctuary of
an earthly order; and connected with it were ordi-
nances of a carnal character, which nevertheless
foreshadowed good things to come—the very bless-
ings we are now privileged to enter into the enjoy-
ment of.

But in the tabernacle God had shut Himself away
from sinful man, and He dwelt in the holiest of all.
Man was shut out. Once only every year a repre-
sentative man, the high priest, went in to God,
‘““but nct without blood.” Every great day of
atonement the same ritual service was performed;
but all the sacrifices offered under the law could
not put away one sin, or ‘‘make him that did the
service perfect as pertaining to the conscience.”

The perfection of Hebrews, let it be noted, is
not perfection of character or of experience, but
perfection as to the conscience. That is, the great
question taken up is, How can a polluted sinner,
with a defiled conscience, procure a conscience that
no longer accuses him, but now permits him unhin-
deredly to approach God? The blood of bulls and
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of goats cannot effect this. Legal works cannot
procure so precious a boon. The proof of it is man-
ifest in Israel’s history, for the continual sacrifices
proved that no sacrifice sufficient to purge the con-
science had yet been offered. ‘‘For then would
they not have ceased to be offered ? because that
the worshipers once purged should have had no
more conscience of sins”’ (chap. ro: 2).

How little do holiness professors enter into words
like these! ‘‘Once purged!” ‘‘No more con-
science of sins!"” What do such expressions mean ?
Something, dear reader, which, if but grasped by
Christians generally, would free them from all their
questionings, doubts, and fears.

The legal sacrifices were not great enough in
value to atone for sin. This having been fully at-
tested, Christ Himself came to do the will of God,
as it was written in the volume of the book. Doing
that will meant for Him going down into death and
pouring out His blood for our salvation: ‘‘ By the
which will we aze sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (10: 10).
Obsevre, then, that our sanctification and His one
offering stand or fall together. We believe the
record, and God declares ‘‘we are sanctified.”
There is no growth, no progress, and certainly no
second work, in this. It is a great fact, true of all
Christians. And this sanctification is eternal in
character, because our great Priest’'s work is done
perfectly, and is never to be repeated, as the fol-
lowing verses insist: ‘‘For by one offering He
hath perfected forever them that are sanctified”
(ver. 14). Could words be plainer or language
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more expressive? He who doubts shows himself
either unwilling or afraid to rest on so startling a
truth!

That one true sacrifice effectually purges the con-
science once for all, so that the intelligent believer
can now rejoice in the assurance that he is forever
cleansed from his guilt and defilement by the blood-
sprinkling of Jesus Christ. Thus, and thus only,
the sanctified are perfected forever, as regards the
conscience.

A simple illustration may help any who still have
difficulty as to this expression, peculiar to Hebrews,
‘““a purged conscience.” A man is in debt to an-
other who has again and again demanded payment.
Being unable to pay, and that because he has un-
wisely wasted his substance, and this known to his
creditor, he becomes unhappy when in the latter’s
presence. A desire to avoid him springs up and
takes control of him. His conscience is uneasy and
defiled. He knows well he is blameworthy, yet he
is incapable of righting matters. But another ap-
pears, who, on the debtor’s behalf, settles the claim
in the fullest manner, and hands to the troubled
one a receipt for all. Is he now afraid to meet the
other? Does he shrink from facing him? Not at
all; and why? Because he has now a perfect, or a
purged, conscience in regard to the matter that
once exercised him.

It is thus that the work of the Lord Jesus has met
all God's righteous claims against the sinner; and
the believer, resting upon the divine testimony as
to the value of that work, is purged by the blood
of Christ and ‘‘ perfected forever” in the sight of
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the Holy One. He is sanctified by that blood, and
that for eternity.

Having been turned from the power of Satan
unto God, he has the forgiveness of sins, and is as-
sured of an inheritance among them that are sanc-
tified by faith that is in Christ Jesus (Acts 26: 18).

But there is an expression used farther on in the
chapter that may still perplex and bewilder those
who have not apprehended that profession is one
thing, and possession another. In order to be clear
as to this, it will be necessary to examine the whole
passage, which I therefore quote in full, italicizing
the expression referred to. ‘‘For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation which shall devour the adversa-
ries. He that despised Moses’ law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses: of how much
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of
God, and ‘Zath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith /e was sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (vers.
26-29).

In what we have already gone over we have seen
that he who is sanctified by the one offering of
Christ upon the cross, that is, by His precious
blood, is perfected forever. But in this passage it
is equally plain that one who counts the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un-
holy thing, shall be forever lost. In order not te
miss the true force of this for our souls, it is nec
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essary that we give some attention to what we
have already designated ‘¢ positional sanctification.”
Of old all the people of Israel, and all who were
associated with them, were set apart to God both
on the night of the passover and afterwards in the
wilderness. But this did not necessarily imply a
work of the Spirit in their souls. Many were
doubtless in the blood-sprinkled houses that solemn
night, when the destroying angel passed through to
smite the unsheltered first-born, who had no real
faith in God. Yet they were by the blood of the
Lamb put in a place of blessing, a position where
they shared in many hallowed privileges. So after-
ward with those who were under the cloud and
passed through the sea, being baptized unto Moses
in the cloud and in the sea. All were in the same
position. All shared the same outward blessings.
But the wilderness was the place of testing, and
soon proved who were real and who were not.

At the present time God has no special nation, to
be allied to which is to come into a position of out-
ward nearness to Him. But He has a people who
have been redeemed to Himself out of all kindreds
and tongues and peoples and nations, by the pre-
cious blcod of the Lamb of God. All who ally
themselves by profession with that company are
outwardly among the blood-sheltered: in this sense
they are sanctified by the blood of the covenant.
That blood stands for Christianity, which in its very
essence is the proclamation of salvation through
Christ’s atoning death. To take the Christian place
therefore is like entering the blood-sprinkled house.
All who are real, who have judged themselves be-
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fore God, and truly confided in His grace, will re-
main in that house. If any go out, it proves their
unreality, and such can find no other sacrifice for
sins; for all the typical offerings are done away in
Christ. These are they of whom the apostle John
speaks so solemnly: ‘‘They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would ¥ have continued with us: but they went out
that they might be made manifest that they were
not all of us” (1 John 2: 19). These unreal ones
were positionally sanctified; but as they were ever
bereft of faith in the soul, they ‘went out,” and
thus did despite to the Spirit of grace, and counted
the blood of the covenant, wherewith they were
sanctified, an unholy thing. These sin wilfully,
not in the sense of failing to walk uprightly merely,
but as utterly abjuring, or apostatizing from, Chris-
tianity, after having become conversant with the
glorious message it brings to lost men.

But where it is otherwise, and the soul is really
resting on Christ, positional sanctification becomes
eternal: because the sanctified and the Sanctifier
are, as we have seen, linked up together by an in-
dissoluble bond. Christ Himself is made unto
them wisdom, and this in a threefold way: He is
their righteousness, their sanctification, and their

redemption.
Here is holiness! Here is an unassailable right-
eousness! Here is acceptance with God. ‘‘Ye are

* The italicized addition, ‘‘ no doubt,”’ is superfluous. The
passage is complete without it. It is a positive statement, and
admits of no exception.
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complete in Him,"” though daily needing to humble
oneself because of failure. It is not my practical
sanctification that gives me title to a place among
the saints in light. It is the glorious fact that
Christ has died and redeemed me to God. His
blood has cleansed me from all, or every, sin; and
I now have life in Him, a new life, with which guilt
can never be connected. I am in Him that is true.
He is my sanctification, and represents me before
God, even as of old the high priest bore upon his
mitre the words ‘‘ Holiness unto the Lord,” and
upon his shoulders and his heart the names of all
the tribes of Israel. He represented them all in
the holy place. He was typically their sanctifica-
tion. If he was accepted of God, so were they.
The people were seen in the priest.

And of our ever-living High Priest we may well
sing:

‘ For us He wears the mitre
Where holiness shines bright ;
For us His robes are whiter
Than heaven’s unsullied light.”

That there should be a life of corresponding de-
votedness and separation to God on our part no
Spirit-taught believer will for a moment deny, as
we will now consider.



SANCTIFICATION BY THE WORD OF GOD:
EXTERNAL RESULTS

N His great high-priestly prayer of the 17th of

John, our Lord says of the men given to Him
by the Father, ‘* They are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world. Sanctify them through
Thy truth: Thy word is truth. As Thou hast sent
Me into the world, even so have I also sent them
into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify My-
self, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth” (vers. 16-19). This precious passage may
well introduce for us the subject of practical sanc-
tification—the ordering aright of our external ways,
and bringing all into accord with the revealed will
of God.

At the outset we shall do well if we get it fixed
in our mind that this is very closely related to that
sanctification of the Spirit to which our attention
has already been directed. The Spirit works
within us. The Word, which is without us, is nev-
ertheless the medium used to do the work within.
But I have purposely dwelt separately upon the
two aspects in order to bring the clearer before our
minds the distinction between the Spirit's sanctifi-
cation in us, which is the very beginning of God's
work in our souls, and the application of the Word
thereafter to our outward ways. New birth is our
introduction into God's family; but although born
again, we may be dark as to many things, and need
the light of the Word to clear our bewildered
minds. But through the sanctification of the Spirit
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we are brought to the blood of sprinkling: we ap-
prehend that Christ’s atoning death alone avails for
our sins. We are sanctified by the blood of Christ,
and able to appreciate our new position before God.
It is now that in its true sense the walk of faith be-
gins, and thereafter we need daily that sanctifica-
tion by the truth, or the word of God, spoken of by
our Lord.

It is evident that in the very nature of things
this cannot be what some have ignorantly called ‘‘a
second definite work of grace.” It is, on the con-
trary, a /ife—a progressive work ever going on, and
which ever must go on, until I have passed out of
the scene in which I need daily instruction as to
my ways, which the word of God alone can give.
If sanctification in its practical sense be by the
Word, I shall never be wholly sanctified, in this
aspect of it, until I know that Word perfectly, and
am violating it in no particular. And that will
never be true here upon earth. Here I ever need
to feed upon that Word, to understand it better, to
learn more fully its meaning; and as I learn from
it the mind of God, I am called daily to judge in
myself all that is contrary to the increased light I
receive, and to yield to-day a fuller obedience than
yesterday. Thus am I sanctified by the truth.

For this very purpose the Lord has sanctified or
set Himself apart. He has gone up to heaven,
there to watch over His own, to be our High Priest
with God in view of our weakness, and our Advo-
cate with the Father in view of our sins. He is
there too as the object of our hearts. We are
called now to run our race with patience, looking
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unto Jesus, with the Holy Spirit within us and the
Word in our hands, to be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path. As we value it, and are con-
trolled by its precious truth made good to us in the
Spirit’'s power, we are sanctified by God the Father
and by our Lord Jesus Himself. For in the 17th
of John He makes request of the Fatler, ‘‘ Sanctify
them through Thy truth.” In Eph. 5: 25, 26 we
read, *‘ Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself
for it; that AHe might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the Word.” Here it is Christ
who is the sanctifier, for He could ever say, ‘I and
the Father are one.” Here, as in John, sanctifica-
tion is plainly progressive; and, indeed, that water-
washing of Ephesians is beautifully illustrated in
an earlier chapter of John—the 13th. There we
have our Lord, in the full consciousness of His
eternal Sonship, taking the place of a girded serv-
ant to wash His disciples’ feet. Washing the feet
is indicative of cleansing the ways; and the whole
passage is a symbolical picture of the work in which
He has been engaged ever since ascending to
heaven. He has been keeping the feet of His
saints by cleansing them from the defilement of
the way—those earth-stains which are so readily
contracted by sandaled pilgrim-feet pressing along
this world’s highways.

He says to each of us, as to Peter, ‘“If 1 wash
thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” DPart z Him
we have on the ground of His atoning work and
as a result of the life He gives. Part w:z2 Him, or
daily communion, is only ours as sanctified by the
water of the Word.
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That the whole scene was allegorical is evident
by His words to Peter, ‘ What I do thou knowest
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.” Literal
feet-washing Peter knew and understood. Spirit-
ual feet-washing he learned when restored by the
Lord after his lamentable fall. Then he entered
into the meaning of the words, ‘‘ He that is dat/ed*
nezdeth not save to was/ his feet, but is clean every
whit.” The meaning is not hard to grasp. Every
believer is bathed once for all in the *‘bath of re-
Zeneration” (Titus 3: 5, literal rendering). That
bathing is never repeated. None born of God can
ever perish, for all such have a life that is eternal,
and consequently non-forfeitable (John 10: 27-29).
If they fail and sin, they do not need to be saved
over again. That would mean, to be bathed once
more. But he that is bathed needsnot to have it all
done again because his feet get defiled. He washes
them and is clean.

So it is with Christians. We have been regener-
ated once, and never shall be a second time. But
every time we fail we need to judge ourselves by
the Word, that we may be cleansed as to our ways;
and where we daily give that Word its rightful place
in our lives, we shall be kept from defilement and
enabled to enjoy unclouded communion with our
Lord and Saviour. ‘‘ Wherewithal,” asks the psalm-
ist, ‘‘shall a young man cleanse his way?” And

the answer is, ‘‘ By taking heed thereto according
to Thy Word.”

* As many now know, this word means a complete bath, and
differs from the word used later for ‘‘ wash'* in the same verse.
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How necessary it is then to search the Scriptures,
and to obey them unqgestioningly, in order that we
may be sanctified by the truth! Yet what indiffer-
ence is often found among professors of a ‘‘second
blessing” as to this very thing! What ignorance of
the Scriptures, and what fancied superiority to
them, is frequently manifested!—and that coupled
with a profession of holiness in the flesh !

In 1 Thess. 4: 3 there is a passage which, di-
vorced from its context, is often considered decisive
as proving that it is possible for believers to attain
to a state of absolute freedom from inbred sin in
this world: ¢ This is the will of God, even your
sanctification.” Who can deny my title to perfect
holiness if sanctification means that, and it is God’s
will for me ? Surely none. But already we have
seen that sanctification never means that, and in
the present text least of all. Read the entire first
eight verses, forming a complete paragraph, and
see for yourself. The subject is personal purity.
The sanctification spoken of is keeping the body
from unclean practices, and the mind from lascivi-
ousness.

Grossest immorality was connected with, andeven
formed part of idolatrous worship. The Greek
mythology had deified the passions of fallen man;
and these Thessalonian Christians had but just
‘‘turned to God from idols, to serve the living and
true God.” Hence the special need of this exhor-
tation to saints newly converted, and who were
living among those who shamelessly practiced all
these things. But think of calling for this upon men
freed from inbred sin! And the saints. as God’s
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temple are to be characterized by a clean life, not
by a life polluted by fleshly lusts

Another aspect of this practical sanctification
is brought before us in 2 Tim. 2: 19—22. We
might call it ecclesiastical sanctification; for it
has in view the faithful believer's stand in a day
when corruption has come in among professing
Christians, and the church as a whole, viewed in
its character as the house of God, has fallen, and
become as a great house in which good and evil are
all mixed up together. It is a matter of most sol-
emn import that, whereas here and elsewhere in
Scripture he who would walk with God is called to
separate himself from unholy associations and the
fellowship of the mixed multitude, even though it
be found in what calls itself the Church, yet there
are large numbers, who testify to ‘‘living without
sin,” who nevertheless are united in church (and
often other forms of) fellowship with unbelievers
and professing Christians who are unholy in walk
and unsound as to the faith. For the sake of such
it will be well to examine the passage in detail. *

The apostle has been directing Timothy’s atten-
tion to the evidences of increasing apostasy. He
warns against striving about words (verse 14), pro-
fane and vain babblings (verse 16); and points out

* As I penned a paper on this subject some time ago (published
in Help and Food for August, 1910, under the title ‘‘ From what
are we ocalled to purge ourselves in 2 Tim. 2?'), I have largely
availed myself of what was then written, in the following para-
graphs,
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two men, Hymenaus and Philetus, in verse 17, who
have given themselves over to these unholy spec-
ulations, and have thereby, though accepted by
many as Christian teachers, overthrown the faith
of some. And this is but the beginning, as the
next chapter shows, for ‘‘evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived” (3: 13).

Now I apprehend that the first verse of chapter 3
follows verse 18 of chapter 2z in an orderly, con-
nected manner. The apostle sees in Hymenzus
and Philetus the beginning of the awful harvest of
iniquity soon to nearly smother everything that is
of God. Go on with these men, listen to them, fel-
lowship them, endorse them in any way, and you
will soon lose all ability to discern between good
and evil, to ‘‘take forth the precious from the
vile.”

But ere depicting the full character of the rap-
idly encroaching conditions, Timothy is given a
word for his encouragement, and instruction as to
his own path when things reach a state where it is
impossible longer to purge out the evil from the
visible church.

‘“ Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are His. And, Let every one that nameth the
name of the Lord * depart from iniquity " (or, law-
lessness) (verse 19). Here is faith’s encourage-
ment, and here too is the responsibility of faithful-

#* See the Revised. It is the acknowledgment of the Lordship
of Christ.
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ness. Faith says, ‘‘Let the evil rise as high as it
may—Ilet lawlessness abound, and the love of many
wax cold—let all that seemed to be of God in the
earth be swallowed up in the apostasy—neverthe-
less God’s firm foundation stands, for Christ has
declared, ‘Upon this rock I will build My Assem-
bly, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it’ "}

But this brings in responsibility. I am not to go
on with the evil—protesting, perhaps, but fellow-
shiping it still—though it be in a reserved, halif-
hearted way. I am called to separate from it. In
so doing I may seem to be separating from dear
children of God and beloved servants of Christ.
But this is necessary if they do not judge the apos-
tate condition.

To make clear my responsibility an illustration
is given in verse 20: ‘' But in a great house there
are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also
of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some
to dishonor.” The ‘‘great house " is Christendom
in its present condition, where good and evil, saved
and lost, holy and unholy, are all mixed up to-
gether. In 1 Tim. 3: 15 we read of ‘‘ the house of
God, which is the Church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.” This is what the
Church should ever have been. But, alas, it soon
drifted away from so blessed an ideal, and became
like a great man’s house in which are found all
kinds of vessels, composed of very different mate-
rials, and for very different uses. There are golden
and silver vessels for use in the dining-room; and
there are vessels of wood and earth, used in the
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kitchen and other parts of the house, often allowed
to become exceedingly filthy, and at best to be
kept at a distance from the valuable, and easily
scratched or polluted, plate up-stairs.

“If a man therefore purge himself from these,
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and
meet tor the Master’s use, and prepared unto every
good work” (verse 21). The parable is here ap-
plied. The vessels are seen to be persons. And
just as valuable plate might stand uncleansed and
dirty with a lot of kitchen utensils waiting to be
washed, and then carefully separated from the ves-
sels for baser uses, so Timothy (and every other
truly exercised soul) is called upon to take a place
apart, to ** purge out himself ” from the mixed con-
ditions, that he may be in very deed ‘*a vessel unto
honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master’s use,
prepared unto every good work.”

Unquestionably this sanctification is very differ-
ent from the Spirit’s work in the soul at the begin-
ning, or the effect of the work of Christ on the
cross, by which we are set apart to God eternally.
It is a practical thing, relating to the question of
our associations as Christians. Let me follow out
the illustration a step further, and I think all will
be plain.

The master of the great house brings home a
friend. He wishes to serve him with a refreshing
drink. He goes to the sideboard looking for a sil-
ver goblet, but there is none to be seen. A serv-
ant is called, and inquiry made. Ah, the goblets
are down in the kitchen waiting to be washed and
separated from the rest of the household vessels.
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He is indignantly despatched to procure one, and
soon returns with a vessel purged out from the un-
clean collection below; and thus separated and
cleansed it is meet for the use of the master.

And so it is with the man of God who has thus
purged himself out from what is opposed to the
truth and the holiness of God. He is sanctified, or
separated, and in this way becomes ‘‘ meet for the
the Master’s use.”

Of course it is not enough to stop with separa-
tion. To do so would make one a Pharisee of the
most disgusting type; as has, alas, often been the
case. But he who has separated from the evilis
now commanded to ‘‘flee also youthful lusts: but
follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” To do
this, what need there is of the daily application of
the word of God, in the Spirit’s power, to all our
ways !

And this, as we have seen, is true feet-washing.
Through the Word we are made clean at new birth.
““ Now are ye clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you” (John 15:3). That Word is
likened to water because of its purifying and re-
freshing effect upon the one who submits to it. In
it I find instruction as to every detail of the walk
of faith. It shows me how I am called to behave
in the family, in the church, and in the world. If
I obey it the defilement is washed out of my life;
even as the application of water cleanses my body
from material pollution.

Never shall I attain so exalted a state or experi-
ence upon earth that I can honestly say: Now I am
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wholly sanctified; I no longer need the Word to
cleanse me. As long as I am in this scene I am
called to ¢‘ Follow peace with all men, and holiness
(or, sanctification), without which no man shall see
the Lord” (Heb. 12: 14). This one passage, rightly
understood, cuts up by the roots the entire perfec-
tionist theory; yet no verse is more f{requently
quoted, or rather misquoted, in holiness meetings!

Observe carefully what is here commanded: We
are to follow two things: peace with all men, and
holiness. He who does not follow these will never
see the Lord. But we do not follow that to which
we have attained. Who has attained to peace with
all men? How many have to cry with the psalm-
ist, ““I am for peace: but when I speak, they are
for war”! (Ps. 120: 7). And who have attained to
holiness in the full sense? Not you, dear reader,
nor I; for ‘“in many things we all offend ” (James
3:2). But every real believer, every truly con-
verted soul, every one who has received the Spirit
of adoption, does follow holiness, and longs for the
time when, at the coming again of our Lord Jesus
Christ, ‘‘ He shall change these bodies of our hu-
miliation,” and make them like ‘‘the body of His
glory.” Then we shall have reached our goal:
then we shall have becom¢ absolutely and forever
holy.

And so when the apostle writes to the Thessalo-
nians, in view of that glorious event, he says: ‘‘ Ab-
stain from all appearance (every form) of evil. And
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto (or, in) the coming of our
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Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you,
who also will do it ” (1 Thess. 5: 22-24). This willbe
the glad consummation for all who here on earth, as
strangers and pilgrims, follow peace and holiness,
and thus manifest the divine nature and the fruits
of the Spirit.

But so long as they remain in the wilderness of
this world they will need daily recourse to the laver
of water—the cleansing word of God—which of old
stood midway between the altar and the holy place.
When all are gathered home in heaven the water
will no longer be needed to free from defilement.
In that scene of holiness therefore there is no laver;
but before the throne John saw a sea of glass, clear
as crystal, upon which the redeemed were stand-
ing, their trials and their warfare over.

So throughout eternity we shall rest upon the
word of God as a crystal sea, no longer needed
for our sanctification, for we shall be presented
faultless in the presence of His glory with exceed-

ing joy.
“ Then we shall be where we would be;
Then we shall be what we should be;

Things that are not now, nor could be,
Then shall be our own.”



RELATIVE SANCTIFICATION

OTHING more clearly establishes the propo-

sition we have been insisting on throughout
—that sanctification is not the eradication of our
sinful nature—than the way the word is used rela-
tively, where it is positively certain there is no
work of any sort contemplated as having taken
place in the soul of the sanctified. Having care-
fully considered the absolute and practical aspects
of sanctification, without which all profession is un-
real, it may now be profitable to weigh what God
has to say of this merely outward, or relative, ho-
liness.

Already, in the chapter on sanctification by blood,
we have seen that a person may in a certain sense
be sanctified by association and yet all the time be
unreal, only to become an apostate at last.

It is also true that in another sense people are
said to be sanctified by association who are the sub-
jects of earnest, prayerful yearning, and may yet—
and in all probability will—be truly saved. But
they are sanctified before this, and in view of it.

The seventh chapter of 1 Corinthians is the pas-
sage which must now occupy us. It contains the
fullest instruction as to the marriage relation that
we have in the Bible. Beginning with verse 10,
we read, ‘““ And unto the married I command, yet
not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from
her husband: but and if she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and
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let not the husband put away his wife.” As to this,
the Lord had already given explicit instruction, as
recorded in Matt. 19: 1-12.

But owing to the spread of the gospel among the
heathen of the Gentiles a condition had arisen in
many places which the words of the Lord did
not seem fully to meet, having been spoken, as
they were, to the people of the Jews, separated as
a whole to Jehovah. The question that soon be-
gan to agitate the Church was this: Suppose a case
(and there were many such) where a heathen wife
is converted to God but her husband remains an
unclean idolater, or vice versa; can the Christian
partner remain in the marriage relationship with
the unconverted spouse and not be defiled? To
a Jew the very thought of such a condition was an
offense. Inthe days of Ezra and Nehemiah certain
of the returned remnant had taken wives of the
surrounding mixed nations, and the result was con-
fusion. ¢‘Their children spake half in the speech of
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ language,
but according to the language of each people”
(Neh. 13: 24). This state of things was abhorrent
to the godly leaders, who did not rest until all the
strange wives had been put away, and with them
the children, who were considered likewise unclean,
and a menace to the purity of Israel.

With only the Old Testament in their hands,
who could have wondered at it if some zealous,
well-meaning legalists from Jerusalem had gone
like firebrands through the Gentile assemblies
preaching a crusade against all contamination of
this kind, and breaking up households on every
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hand, counseling converted husbands to cast out
their heathen wives and disown their children as
the product of an unclean relationship, and urging
Christian wives to flee from the embraces of idola-
trous husbands, and, at whatever cost to the affec-
tions, to forsake their offspring, as a supreme sac-
rifice to the God of holiness?

It was to prevent just such a state of affairs that
the verses that follow those we have already consid-
ered were penned by inspiration of the God of all
grace. Concerning this anomalous state the Lord
had not spoken, as the time had not come to do so.
Therefore Paul writes: ‘‘But to the rest speak I,
not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that be-
lieveth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him,
let him not put her away. And the woman which
hath a husband that believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.
For the unbelicving husband is sanctified by the wife,
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband:
else were your children unclean; but now are they
holy [or, sanctified]. But if the unbelieving depart,
let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under
bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to
peace. For what knowest thou, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband ? or how knowest thou,
O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?" (vers.
12-16).

What an example have we here of the transcend-
ent power of grace! Under law the unclean part-
ner defiled the sanctified one. Under grace the
one whom God has saved sanctifies the unclean.

The family is a divine institution, older than the
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nations, older than Israel, older than the Church.
What is here, and elsewhere in Scripture, clearly
indicates that it is the will of God to save His
people as households. He would not do violence
to the ties of nature which He Himself has created.
If he saves a man who is head of a household, He
thereby indicates that for the entire family He has
blessing in store. This does not touch individual
responsibility. Salvation, it is ever true, is ‘‘not
of blood”; but it is, generally speaking, God's
thought to deliver His people’s households with
themselves. So he declares that the salvation of
one parent sanctifies the other, and the children too
are sanctified.

Is it that any change has taken place wzt/in these
persons? Not at all. They may still be utterly
unregenerate, loving only their evil ways, despi-
sing the grace and fearing not the judgment of
God. But they are nevertheless sanctified!

How does this agree with the perfectionists’ view
of sanctification ? as it is evident the word here can-
not mean an inward cleansing, s system falls to
the ground. The fact is, he has attached an arbitrary
meaning to it, which is etymologically incorrect,
Scripturally untrue, and experimentally false.

In the case now occupying us the sanctification is
clearly and wholly relative. The position of the
rest of the family is changed by the conversion of
one parent. That is no longer a heathen home in
God's sight, but a Christian one. That household
no longer dwells in the darkness, but in the light.
Do not misunderstand me here. Iam not speaking
of light and darkness as implying spiritual capacity
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or incapacity. I am referring to outward responsi-
bility.

In a heathen home all is darkness; there is no
light shining whatever. But let one parent of that
family be converted to God; what then? At once
a candlestick is set up in that house which, whether
they will or no,enlightens every other member. They
are put in a place of privilege and responsibility to
which they have been strangers hitherto. And all
this with no work of God, as yet, in their souls, but
simply in view of such a work. For the conversion
of that one parent was God's way of announcing
His gracious desires for the whole family; even as
in the jailer’s case He caused His servants to de-
clare, ‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.” The last few
words do not guarantee salvation to the household,
but they at once fix upon the jailer’s heart the fact
that the same way is open for the salvation of his
house as for himself, and that God would have him
count upon Him for this. They were sanctified
the moment he believed, and soon rejoicing filled
the whole house, when all responded to the grace
proclaimed.*

This, then, is, in brief, the teaching of Holy
Scripture as to relative sanctification—a theme
often overlooked or ignored, but of deep solem-
nity and importance to Christian members of
families of whom some are still unsaved. ‘‘What

* I desire heartily to commend here an excellent work on this
subject by the late beloved C. H. M., ‘“Thou and Thy House.’’
Same publishers.
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knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy
husband ? or how knowest thou, O man, whether
thou shalt save thy wife?"” Labor on; pray on;
live Christ before the rest from dayto day, know-
ing that through you God has sanctified them, and
1s waiting to save them when they see their need
and trust His grace.

I cannot pursue this theme more at length here,
as to do so would divert attention from the main
theme that is before us; but I trust that the most
simple and uninstructed of my readers can now
perceive that sanctification and sinlessness must in
the very nature of the case be opposing terms.

And with this paper I bring to an end my exami-
nation of the use of the actual term sanctification
in Scripture. But this by no means exhausts the
subject. There are other terms still to be exam-
ined, the meaning of which the perfectionists con-
sider to be synonymous with it, and to teach their
favorite theory of the entire destruction of the car-
nal mind in the sanctified. These will be taken up,
the Lord willing, in a few more papers in contin-
uance.
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