








4 THINGS THAT DIFFER

in humiliation as the Son of Man, was about to
return to the glory of the Father’'s house. Later
on still, in chap. xvi. 7, He reveals the surprising
fact that it was truly expedient for them that He
should go away, “for,” He adds, “if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come to you ; but if I depart
I will send Him unto you.” How great must be
the blessing promised, if rather than it be forfeited,
‘twere better to see their beloved Lord depart!
The advent of the Comforter was indeed to prove
to be not only the consequence of His departure,
but the condition of His return—not in the sense
of John xiv. 13, “I will come again and receive
you unto Myself” (a promise certain of literal
fulfilinent), but in the spiritual sense of verse 18,
“I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you.”
The office of the Spirit would be to glorify Christ,
to fill His people everywhere with increasing
revelations of their unseen Lord, and to make His
personal presence a blessed reality.

The special object of these papers is, to seek to
distinguish between some of the various phases
of the Spirit’s operations, namely, between those
that are plenary in bestowal and permanent in
character on the one hand, and those which are
Auctuating in character and subject to renewal or
increase on the other.

The former are connected chiefly with our rela-
tionship to God and our position and possession in
Christ; the latter with the experience and enjoy-
ment of our privileges. The former do not need
to be renewed, because the full effect of the first
bestowal is never lost; the latter being variable
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day. The prayer of David in Psalm li. 11, “ Take
not Thy Holy Spirit from me,” was in harmony
with the dispensation, for such had been the sad
experience of Saul. But now, whenever the Spirit
comes to dwell, it is “for ever” (John xiv. I7).
Before Pentecost, when “the Spirit was not yet
given” (John vii. 39), it was right to expect the
Father to give the Holy Spirit to them that “asked
Him” (Luke xi. 13). Now the Spirit is given “to
them that obey Him’’—i.e., yield obedience of faith
to the Gospel (Acts v. 32; ¢f. Rom. 1. 5, 2 Thess. i. 8).
Though we may and should ask to be strengthened
by the Spirit (Eph. iii. 16), it is as unscriptural to
ask God to “send down His Holy Spirit” now, as
it would be to ask Him to send His beloved Son
to die for our sins. Before Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit accomplished in various ways the purposes
of God, but He did not DWELL in the people of
God. The Lord distinguishes the relation of the
Spirit to the apostles before and after Pentecost
by such words as these: “He dwelleth with you,
and shall be IN you” (John xiv. 17). Before Pente-
cost the Spirit “rested upon the seventy elders”
(Num. xii. 25), and came upon a Samson and a
David. At Pentecost “the Comforter, the Spirit,
the Holy ” (John xiv. 26, lit. Greek) came down to
make believers His temple. We need not dwell
further on this aspect of the truth. Though there
are operations of the Spirit, as has been said,
common to all dispensations, no intelligent believer
will deny that Pentecost has introduced a vital

change in the relations of the Holy Spirit to the
people of God.















SANCTIFICATION :

PERFECT AND PROGRESSIVE.

HE next pair of truths we will consider are
Perfect Sanctification or divine calling, and
Progressive Sanctification or divine conformity.

PERFECT SANCTIFICATION.—Some may feel sur-
prise that this subject should be treated thus early,
and especially as one of the completed operations
of the Spirit. This need not be were it remembered
that the meaning of the word “sanctify” in the
New Testament is “to set apart for a special
object.” The altar sets the gift apart (Matt. xxiii.
19). The Lord Jesus set Himself apart (John xvii.
9). The unconverted husband is set apart (1 Cor.
vii. 14), relatively by the believing wife. In none
of these passages can “sanctify” mean “to be
made holy.”

““Sanctification of the Spirit ” might indeed have
been considered first, for it begins before regener-
ation, and represents the action of the Spirit in
bringing an elect soul to Christ; “eleet according
to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. i. 2).
Here we have four things in their true moral order
—(1) the sovereign choice of the Father, (2) the
setting apart by the Spirit of the elect for God
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witness of God concerning His Son, will be able
to tell you what that witness is. He not only
knows whom he believes, but he knows what he
believes. Suppose you meet a man who is looking
remarkably happy. You ask him the reason. He
tells you he has just heard some good news. Were
you to enquire what the good news was, would he
not be able to tell you? Yes, indeed, in the very
words in which he had heard it. In the terms of
our text, he would have “the witness in himself.”
It is so with the man who believes God. He has
in his heart what he has heard with his ears.
There is one more passage, which I must refer
to, which may seem at first sight to controvert
what has just been said. It does so only in
appearance. Turn to Acts xx. 23: “The Holy
Ghost witnesseth in every city that bonds and
afflictions abide me.” This witness of the Spirit
is illustrated in the following chapter. The prophet
Agabus warned Paul : “ Thus saith the Holy Ghost,
so shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who
owneth this girdle.” “In every city ” the apostle
had received similar warnings. But only men of
prophetic gift could speak thus. Their word was
the spoken Word of God. We do not expect these
direct revelations now, for we have God’s written
Word complete in our hands. This witness of the
Spirit is invariable and permanent, and to it we do
well ever to give heed. Thus the Spirit will bring
it home to our hearts, for our spiritual growth and
advancement in the knowledge of Christ.

THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION.—This the believer
receives because he is the child of God, and it is
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the Spirit. If the word of Christ dwells in us
richly, we shall be in safeguard.

This brings us to another point. What is the
great need of the saints to-day ? Is it more coenfer-
ences ? We have abundance of them, and blessed
seasons they often are. Is it more addresses?
Perhaps of them we have sometimes a super-
abundance. What is needed, some believe, is not
more talking to men, but more speaking and deal-
ing with God in prayer, secretly and unitedly.
It is sometimes said, “If we can do nothing else,
we can pray.” I would rather say, “If we can
truly pray, we can do all else.”” The man of prayer,
who has power with God, alone has true power
with men. But though we have a responsibility
to “give ourselves to prayer,” and to ‘“‘continue
in prayer and watch in the same with thanks-
giving,” we have to admit that ‘“we know not
what we should pray for as we ought.”

What, then, is our resource? Neither printed
prayers nor prepared prayers, but “ praying in the
Holy Ghost.” It is the Spirit again who helps our
infirmities, and maketh intercession for us with -
groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom. viii. 26).
This will preserve from the formalism of liturgies,
with their endless repetitions, and the deadness
of extempore prayers with their wearisome reitera-
tions.

All this is intimately connected with that which
is the highest privilege of the child of God—the
worship of the Father. Worship can never rise
higher than its source. There is nothing, therefore,
which more imperatively demands the unceasing
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ministry of the divine Spirit. There is nothing
in which His ministry is more systematically set
on one side in the professing Church. For preach-
ing, believers feel the need of His operation. For
worship, they too often ignore it. ‘“Through
Christ we have access by one Spirit unto the Father”
(Eph. ii. 18). It is not by lecturing on worship, or
even by clear teaching as to our standing in Christ,
that worship can be produced, but by the revelation
of Christ to the soul by an ungrieved Spirit. The
sweet incense is Christ, the holy fire is the Spirit
of God. If we knew more of self-judgment and
confession in the presence of God before we come
together, we should know less of lifeless worship
and unprofitable service when we come together.
Our cups would be running over. “God is a
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship
Him in Spirit and in truth.” All else is guilty
vanity.

Though the apostle never prays that the Ephe-
sian saints should be sealed with the Spirit, he
does pray that they might be “strengthened by
the Spirit in the inner man, that Christ might
dwell in their heart by faith” (Eph. iii. 16). May
we know more fully this great blessing.
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God. “ He that stablisheth us [present continued
action] with you in Christ is God, who . . . hath
given [past definite act] us the earnest of His
Spirit in our hearts.” Is not such an “earnest”
intended to encourage us to claim the promises?
In 2 Cor. v. 6, it is connected with the clothing
upon of the believer, who will be alive when the
Lord returns. “ Now He that has wrought us for
the self-same thing [i.e., the swallowing up of life
of that which is mortal] is God, who hath also
given unto us the earnest of His Spirit.”

The presence of the Spirit is the earnest of the
transformation of the living believer, just as in
Rom. viii. 11, it is the guarantee of “the quickening
of the mortal body.” This “quickening” is inter-
preted by some who hold unscriptural views as to
sickness, to mean that a Christian, if only he had
faith enough, would never know sickness. His
body would be above such a thing. Only a few
go so far as to say that a Christian ought never
to sleep in death; but though the latter idea is
clearly fanaticism, and as contrary to all Christian
experience as it is to the Word, it is nevertheless
more logical than the more timid interpretation
just referred to, for clearly the verse does predi-
cate something for the believer’s body, analogous
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is true that
the Lord does strengthen His people physically
on special occasions, and render them sometimes
temporarily superior to hunger and even suffering,
but the word for “quicken” in this verse means
““making alive what was dead” (e.g., I Cor. xv. 36).
““That which thou sowest is not quickened except
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