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"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth 
in Him should not p�rish, :t,ut have ETERNAL LIFE." 

. 
JOHN iii. 14, 15. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My Word, 
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath ETERNAL LIFE, 
and shall not come into judgment; but is passed from death 
unto life."-JQHN v. 24. 

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and· they 
follow Me : and I give unto them ETERNAL LIFE ; and 
they shall never perish. "-JORN x. 27, 28. 

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
t name of the Son of God; that ye may KNOW that ye have 

·ETERNAL LIFE."-1 JOHN v. 13.



FOREWORD 

MEN are never tired of contemplating the works of 
their fellows, for they enjoy some of the reflected 
glory, and argue for the greatness of humanity, 
forgetting that man is a fallen being and that in 
any case all his faculties are gifts from above. 
Thus the wonders of the ancient world were not 
the works of God, but of man. The Pyramids, 
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Temple of 
Diana, the Colossus of Rhodes, were all on the 
material p�ane, as indeed are the great inventions 
of to-day, but do they make men better or happier? 
What is more, compared with the works of God they 
are but as worm-castings to the Himalayas. We can 
say, "The works of the Lord are great, sought out 
of all them that have pleasure therein" (Ps. cxi. 2). 
In His works we see "God's eternal Power and 
Godhead." But there is a work far greater than 
these. Creation God accomplished with a word, 
" He spake and it was done ; He commanded and 
it stood fast." But to accomplish the work of 
Atonement was an infinitely difficult problem, and 
called for all the boundless resources of the Triune 
God. The problem was how God could be'' a Just 
God and a Saviour " ; how save the sinner, without 
compromising His Holiness. This demanded all 
His wisdom, power, and love, and entailed an 
infinite sacrifice on the Father-He gave the Son; 
on the Son-He gave Himself; on the Spirit-for 
by Him the Son offered Himself without spot to 
God. It was necessary that the Word should become 
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6 ETERNAL LIFE 

flesh in the person of Jesus and die for our sins, 
be buried, and rise again the third day, and now 
God offers Eternal Life to every sinner who 
repents and believes the gospel. The object of 
this book is to present to the reader for immediate 
acceptance, " the gift of God which is eternal Life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

" Oh the wonder of His love I 
See Him coming from above, 
To atone and die for thee ; 
Praise Him, praise Him cheerfully." 

W� HOSTE. 

R. McELHERAN.
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f LIFE AND DEA TH, 

WHAT ARE THEY? 

BY J. W. LAING, BURNT OAK. 

CLAD in white, hands protected by gloves, eyes by 
glasses and mouth by respirator, stands a surgeon 
witJ?.- a scalpel in· his hand, while before him on a 
white · porcelain table lies the corpse of a man. 
The sharp knife lays bare tlie one-tim·e vital organs, 
and the trained eye observes; but all in vain. 
The object of search-the mystery of life and death 
-is beyond human skill.

Twelve hundred years ago. a conference of Saxon
chiefs met to consider if they spould permit 
certain new teachers to address them ; an old 
chief spoke : '' Life to ·me is as though we are 
seated by the cheerful board in the bright firelight, 
with storm and darkness outside, and a bird flies 

I 

in at the window. For a few moments we see it 
in the firelight, then it passes out into the darkness. 
So is our life, we see it for a short time but know 
not whence it comes nor whence it goes ; if these 
preachers can tell us this let us hear them." 

Every man at times has quiet thoughts on life 
and death; life's origin, its motive and conclusion. 
The Briton of to-day has the same solemn thoughts 
as our Saxon·forefathers had twelve hundred years 
ago. 

Human research has no,clear answer to the soul's 
longing. Can there be no answer ? We have each 
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10 ETERNAL LIFE 

to tread the way. Must our path be darkness? 
Has each one in loneliness and ignorance to pass. 
into the unknown? 

Human research having failed let us turn humbly 
and reverently to divine revelation. There we find 
light-God hath spoken. 

In Holy Scripture we find three forms of death, 
physical, spiritual, eternal-body ·death, spirit 
death and the �econd death. To men physical 
death appears all important, but God's judgment 
is that spiritual life 9r death is of supreme 
importance and body death only secondary. 

Physical death occurs when the soul departs 
from the body, which is only the tabernacle and 
is laid aside (2 Pet. i. r4), soon to return unto the 
ground from which it was taken (Gen. iii. 19). It 
is also ref erred to as the dissolving of a house 
(2 Cor. v. 1-8), when the soul, the personality, 
departs (Phil. i. 23). 

The death of the body is an incident in the 
pathway of man, and the prelude to a further stage 
of his existence (Heb. ix. 27). 

Spiritual death is tµe present state of the un
converted. In Gen. ii. 17 Adam was warned: 
"The day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die,'' note, not the day of physical death, but on 
the day of sin. In 1 Tim. v. 6 we read of one who 
is "dead while �he liveth," and in Eph. i_i. 1, pre
vious to conversion, the Ephesian saints " were 
dead in trespasses and sins.'' 

Eternal death is the state in eternity of those 
who have lived and died in their sins. Rev. xx. 6 
and xxi. 8 describes this as the second death. 
Eternal existence is not synonymous with eternal 
Life, nor eternal death with non-existence. 

To appreciate life and death from· the divit_ie 
scriptural standpoint, consider man's place 1n 
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creation� In Gen. i. 26 God said: "Let us make 
man in _our image, -after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion . . . " Gen. ii. 7, " God 
formed man ... and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life and man became a living soul." 
Not like the animal, a slave" of instinct, but a 
creature of free will-God's viceregent-having 
dominion-on God's behalf-over the earth, and 
enjoying communion with God. He, the creature 
of free will, had the choice of God and good, and 
life, or Satan and sin and death. He committed 
an act of treason to God and allegiance to Satan
by sin. -

" Sin entered into the world, and·death by sin," 
(Rom. v. 12) with its results of shame, dread of 
God and communion broken. Rom. vi. 16, "To 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, His 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of_sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." 

What is sin ? Satan would delude us into 
believing that sin is enjoyment, but sin is dis
obedience to God! God who made this world and 
made man, knows what brings misery, and has 
said of certain things, " Thou shalt not 1 " and. to 
disobey is sin. 

Despite the attempts of fiction and drama, 
energised by Satan, to gild sin and make it attrac
tive, sin is esse:µtially selfish, mean, cowardly, 
cruel. Consider the sin ·of lying ; how mean, 
underhand· and cowardly; while at the grosser 
end of the scale, consider murder. The strong 
attacking the weak, the armed striking down the 
unarmed, often a number joining foully to kill one 
innocent man, robbi�g children _or wife of their 
loved one, their protector. All sin is cowardly, 
cruel and mean, yet Satan calls it-to the young 
man-" seeing life." What a vile parody I 
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Gocl1s ways are ways of pleasantness and love. 
To love, support and protect the weak-there is 
scope for every divine virtue in �od's path for 
man. The blessings of God and His joys do not 
destroy the power of enjoyment, but this increases 

-as the years pass. The charm of God's creation in
spring-time is greater as each year passes to the
one who is in harmony with God.

The joy of sympathy and love, the virtues of
God reflected in His people, becomes richer and
deeper as life progresses. Ps. xxxiv. 12-1-4, " What
man is he that desireth life? " let him '� depart
from evil and do good."
· ·The work of Christ was -to overthrow sin
and death, as foretold by the· prophets and
proclaimed by His own lips. John i. 29, " The
Lamb of God which ·taketh · away the sin of
the world." Matt. i. 21, " Thou shalt call His
name Jesus : for He shall save His people from
their sins." .

· 

· We marvel and gratefully worship as we ponder 
on the price of redemption from sin and its penalty. 
2 Cor. v. 21, " He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him," and because He is 
the victor over sin and death, He says, " I am come 
that-they might have LIFE and that they might 
have it more abundantly" (John x. 10). 

What brought death? Allegiance by sin to 
Satan. What brings life? Allegiance to Christ 
who is the life-giver. John x. 26, " I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish." 
vi. 29, "This is the work of God, that ye be1ieve
on Him.whom He hath sent." I John v. 12, "He
that hath the Son hath life.; and that hath not
the Son of God hath not life."

The transforming moment of existences is when 
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the sinner is restored to God by spiritual birth, 
I Pet. i. 23, " Being BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and ab_ideth for ever"; ii. 25, "For 
ye were as sheep going astray; but are now re
turned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls." Our Lord illustrates this by the father's 

. words concerning the prodigal son. " This my son 
was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is 
found, and they began to be merry." 

Life abundant, victorious life, useful life, 
followers of Christ carrying on His blessed work as 
outlined in Luke iv. 18; bearing glad tidings to 
the poor of a home for the homeless ; healing the 
broken-hearted, comforting those that mourn, 
delivering Satan's captives, opening blind eyes to 
behold the joy and beauty God gives, delivering 
from useless, selfish, wasted, sinful existence, and 
filling lives with love, joy and peace. This is life, 
and life more abundant. 

Death is a selfish, wasted, empty (because 
Godless) existence, with the path gradually 
darkening as the powers of sinful enjoyment are 
gradually lost, then passing through the gateway 
of physical death into eternal darkness. 

Life is existence, with sin put away, living in

allegiance to, and love for, God; in communion 
with, and service for, God ; a path where the joy 
grows richer and deeper and the light shineth more 
and more until, beyond the portal of physical 
death, the perfect day. 

There is an intensely solemn warning in God's 
word. Deut. xxx. r5�r9, "See I have set before 
thee this day life and good, and death and evil 
. . . therefore choose life, that both thou and thy 
seed may live." 

Let life begin now; live in the enjoyment of it; 
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. 

for God's word says, "These things are written 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life." 

I would close with our Lord's words in John 
x. 28, "And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish."

.. 



A PRESENT 

POSSESSION 

BY FRED. A. TATFORD, WEMBLEY. 

THE fall of Adam not only wrought his own ruin, 
but invoked divine· judgment upon every _member 
of his race, for sin became the natural precursor of 
death. Through the sin of the first man, all men 
are constituted sinners, and death therefore is 
necessarily the lot of all. Rom. v. 12, "Where_fore, 

· as by-one man sin entered into the world, and q.eath
by sin; and so DEATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN, for
that ALL HAVE SINNED." Not only, however, has
man received the sentence of death upon him, but
"having the· understanding darkened-," he is
" alienated from the life of God " (Eph. iv. 18),
and is " dead in trespasses and sins " (E ph. ii. r).
Devoid of spiritual life, he is in a state of spiritual
death, and is blind to divine realities and incapable
of obeying or pleasing God. John iii. 6, " That
which is born of the flesh is flesh." �om. viii. 8,
''So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God."

In such a condition, access to God is obviously
impossible ; therefore, if man is to stand in His
presence, the ·barrier of sin and death must be re
moved. Man's need, however, has been fully met
by God Himself in the person of His Son. ,,. For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only
b�gotten SON, tqat wh�soever believetµ in Him

15 



16 ETERNAL LIFE 

should not perish, but have EVERLASTING LIFE. 
For God sent not His Son into the world to con
demn the world; but that the world through Him 
might be SAVED" (John iii. 16-17). 

On one occasion a seemingly anxious young man 
came running· and kneeled to the Lord· Jesus 
Christ, and asked Him, "Good Master, what shall
I no that I may inherit eternal life?

,, 
.But when 

he heard the practical requirements of the law, ·he 
was sad at that saying, and went away grieved ; 
for he had great possessions (Mark x. 17-23). Like 
many people in the present day, he hoped to 
obtain eternal life by his own doings-by keeping 
the law. But that is i11:1possible. Rom. iii. rg-20�
" Now we know that what -things soever the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law : that 
every mouth may be stopped, and ALL the world 
may become guilty before God.· Therefore by. the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in His sight : for by the law is the knowledge- of 
sin." " Knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
�hrist., even we have b�lieved in Jesus Christ,.that 
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by' the works of the law : for by the works of 
the law sba1J no flesh be justified" (Gal. ii. 16). 

Although all men have sinned and are guilty 
before God, yet, it is not His will that any should 
perish. "For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth" (r Tim. ii. 3-4). " The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some men count 
slackness ; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should p·erish, but that all should 
come to repentance" (2 Pet. iii. 9). 

The truth is, man_ being de�d in trespasses· and 
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sins needs life-spiritual life-a life by spiritual 
birth. The natural man can neither see nor enter 
tµe kingdom of God, and to be in a fit condition 
to be a participant of the kingdom, he must be 
born from abo-ve. Reformation is valueless; 
what is required is an_ inward and fundamental 
tra�sformation, and this is effected by a definite 
creative act of the Holy Spirit through the in
corruptible seed of the word of God. " Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incoi:ruptible, 
by. the word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever

,, 
(r Pet. i. 23). · .

The gospel presents eterna� life in C�rist as the 
free gift of God to all who will accept it by faith ; 
when it is received, there is an immediate transition __ 
from a state of spiritual death into a state of 
spiritual life, as the following Scriptures show : 
"Verily, verily, l say unto you, He that heareth 

_ My word; and believeth on Him that sent Me HATH 
EVERLASTING LIFE, and shall not come into CO!)-

, demnation-; but is passed from death unto L�FE" 
(John v. 24). "My sheep h�ar My voice, and � 
know them, and they follow Me ; and I give unto 
them ETERNAL LIFE ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
hand " (x. 27-28). Thus the act of believing in 
Christ is followed inevitably by the NEW BIRTH c3:n� 
the possession of ETERNAL LIFE. The true believer 
is therefore inseparable from Christ, and many are 
the figures used in the New Testament to depict 
_ the indestructible and indivisible bond existing 
between him and his Lord. He is a member of 
the mystical body of which Christ is the Head 
(r Cor. xii. 12-13) ; he is part of the same living 
organism and pulsates with the same divine life . 
He is a branch of the living vine of which Christ i$ 
the root and main stem, and the same vital sap 

B 
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flows through both (John xv. r-10). Well might 
the apostle Paul exclaim, " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? " It is impossible for any 
celestial, terrestrial, or infernal thing to sever the 
vital· cord of union which unites the BORN-AGAIN 
soul and the One who is the source and sustainer 
of his life. As has often been pointed out, the 
word aionios, used to describe the eternal life in 
the believer, is identical with the word used to 
describe the .Being, throne, and glory of God 
l!imself, so that his life, salvation and future 
destiny are as secure and established as the throne 
and Person of the Almighty God. 
· But it is true that, whilst eternal life is now the
free gift of God, its bestowal upon man is possible
only by reason of the death of Christ._ Before
eternal life could become the possession of man,
it was necessary for the Lord of life to bow His
head in death. Now, however, through the finished
work of Calvary, life is offered freely to the
spiritually deaq on the sole condition of faith in
the crucified Saviour. All the righteous claims of
God upon man have been fully met, sin's penalty
of death has been paid, and provision has been
made for the deliverance of the guilty sinner from
the bondage of spiritual ·death. A just and sound
basis has been laid whereby God can remain just
and yet bestow life upon those who once were dead.

The simplicity of the gospel renders it clear and 
plain to the most ignorant or illiterate, that man 
might be delivered from death and brought into 
lif�the Life itself became incarnate as Jesus of 
Nazareth,· and through His SACRIFICIAL DEATH at 
CALVARY, ·an who exercise faith in Him as Saviour 
become the recipients of ETERNAL' LIFE, and are 
immediately translated from death into life. 

-The Lord.Jesus Christ is not merely an individual
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· Person but He is also generic, and His Eternal Life
is shared in all His members. Gradually, through ,,.,

faith in Him, member after member is being added
to that body of whic4 He is the Head, and the day
of its completion is rapidly approaching. Soon the
privilege and opportunity for the exercise of faith
will be gone, and the destiny of Glory or Doom will
be entered upon for ever.

If, by any means, these words should come under 
the eye of one who is still in a state of spiritual 
death, enthralled by sin, and dispossessed of 
liberty, we pray that the vision of a crucified Christ 
may draw such an one to Himself, that there may 
be a heartfelt confession of sinnership before God, 
and a personal acceptance of Christ as life, Lord 
and Saviour. In the book of life, the names of the 
saved have been written from the foundation of 
the world (Rev.· xvii. 8), but while the tru·e 
believer 'rejoices in the divine foreknowledge which 
viewed him as in the circle of life long before his 
physical birth, it is the responsibility of the 
unconverted ohe to determine personally whethe� 
he-desires a place in that book. May God awaken 
such to a sense of need and bring to a knowledge of 
Himself. 



ETERNAL LIFE 

Its Need and its Attainment. 

BY EDWIN WILLIE, CARDIFF. 

WHAT are the lambs doing as they gambol in the 
spring� the eagle as it mounts higher and higher 
into God's blue heaven ; the lark as it soars and 
sings its prean of praise to its Maker ; the butterfly 
on the wing �n the warm sunshine; the babe in 
its m9ther's arms crooning its melody to her loving 
heart; the schoolboy in his play,-as he makes the 
winning run for his side ; the cup-tie finalist as he 
scores the winning goal; the aviator as he lands 
safely on the other side of the world from his start
ing-point; the politician as his successful party 
acclaim him their leader to victory ; and the 
financier as his millions multiply as if by magic ? 
What are they all doing ?-They are ENJOYING 
LIFE. 

But the lamb ends its career in the slaughter
house; the eagle drops of old age, or the hunter's 
bullet; the lark's song ends in agony as it makes 
a hawk's breakfast; the butterfly is crushed to 
death in an instant ; the match is over ; the 
popular politician has become the soured and dis
appointed back-bencher; and the millionaire of 
to-day may be the convict of to-morrow. 

Oh, yes I life is joyful while the joy lasts,_ but 
"under the sun,"" possession is joy on the wane," 
and anticipation is more often sweeter than the 

20 
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realisation, especially when at the back of it all 
the awful home-thrusting truth is· digging in 
deeper as the days go by, that" it is appointed unto 
men once to die," and after this-what? 

Yet life was meant to be joyful and bright, and 
colourful and tuneful. The Great Creator, in His 
mighty plan of Creation, had no use for the sad 
and sorrowful, the sigh, the tear, the heartache and 
the groan. His handiwork was indeed good. The 
morning stars sang together and. all the sons of 
God shouted for joy when He laid the foundations 
of the earth (Job xxxviii. 4-6). The heavens 
declared His glory. Bird and blossom, blade and 
leaf, fairy humming-bird and mighty monster of 
forest and deep, joined in the Hallelujah Chorus of 
that glorious age. 

But _SIN entered, and Man, the fairest and best 
of .all God's creation-with God's own breath of 
life breathed into his nostrils ; no mere automaton; 
but made like unto Himself; and endowed with a: 
will of his own, to be yielded in implicit obedience 
to his glorious Lord, rebelled,J and fell from the 
heights of communion with his Creator, to the 
felon's dock, the condemned cell, the distant place 
of the rebel sinner, dead in trespasses and �n sins, 
hell-deserving, hell-bound, and dragging with him 
all his progeny in one awful procession of darkness 
and despair. " And as it· is appointed unto men 
once to die''-" after this the judgment."-Con
sider ! ! On a lovely spring night, Jesus of Nazareth, 
when about thirty years of age, was engaged in 
earnest conversation with: a professor of the 
p9pular religio� of th� day. Th� latter's ten
tative introduction received a startling and epoch
making reply,-" Nicodemus, ye must be born 
again I" "Born again? Become a baby once
more ? . How can these things be ? .

,, 
" Yes, 
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Nicodemus, it seems impossible, but it is so easy 
when you know the way." "That brazen serpent 
which Moses put up on a pole in the Sinai desert
what was it for, but to look at and live ? " " So, 
Nicodemus, I am going to be ' lifted up ' some day 
-soon-so that whosoever looks . to ME in the
same way, may not perish but have· eternal life.
'For God so loved the world, that _He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him, should not perish, but have everlasting
life ' " (John iii. 16). _ · · 

But is there life in a look ? Yes ! If the look 
is not the idle stare of the self-satisfied religionist. 
Many of these gathered around the Cross, and 
laughed to scorn the suffering Saviour, bearing 
away the sin of the world. But some of.us have 
pondered the why and wherefore of it all, as the 
story of the Cross came to us at our mother's knee, 
or through the simple words of the evangelist, or 
in the teaching of the sacred page. And as the 
Holy Spirit gave us to see Him there in His agony, 
bearing our sins in His own body on the tree, there 
came confessed from our stricken hearts, the 
wonder of that Glorious Cross, ·and our r-eal 
worthlessness. And as we looked we trusted, and 
received, and appropriated HIM as our own per
sonal Saviour and Lord. And the Great God of 
Holiness and Love, who had given Him to die in 
our stead, instantly credited the value of that 
finished work-of His, to our account in the ledgers 
of heaven, leaving us no balance to pay in time 
or eternity, but a debt of gratitude and love and 
adoration which it will be our delight to render to 
Him unceasingly throughout the everlasting ages 
of unspeakable bliss. 

Mark well, however, that no mere intellectual 
belief saves any soul, or belief of a text either. 
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But that soul who feels the burden of sin, and the 
dread of the future, will assuredly consider the 
question of his destiny, if he is brought to see that 
that destiny is dependent upon his attitude toward 
the Lord Jesus Christ. "What shall I do then 
with Jesus, which is called Christ ? " (Matt. xxvii. 
22). This question, which Pilate put to the Jews 
who were demanding the crucifixion of their 
Messiah, is the vital question which every human 
being must answer to his own heart and con
science, or eternally pay the price of h_is neglect. 
Christ came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not, but as ·many as received Him, to them 
gave He the right to become the children of God 
(John i. 12). To become something we were not 
before, to possess a Saviour, and to be saved I 
Oh, the glory of it I God the giver, Christ His own 
priceless gift, and we poor sinners, guilty and defiled 
by sin through bounqless grace, given the privilege 
of receiving ·HIM, and in the very act, to become 
the possessors of ETERNAL LIFE l For "He that 
hath the Son hath life ; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life'� (1 John v. 12). Is He 
mine ? Then Life Eternal is .mine,· because I have· 
Him ! Is He yours ? · 



EVERLASTING LIFE 

I ts Value and Satisfaction. 

BY w. C. IRVINE, INDIA . 

. LIFE is man's most valuable possession. No lesser 
an authority than Satan has said : " All that a man 
hath will he give for his life" (Job ii. 4). David 
in Psalm cxxxiii. - speaks of eternal life as the

blessing : " There the LORD commanded the

(definite article) blessing, even life for ever
more.'' 

A wealthy ironmonger of the name of J. Henry, 
we are told, was run down by a train in the States ; 
as he lay bleeding on the platform he cried, " I 
will give $100,000 to anyone who will save my 
life." · Yet one of the commonest tragedies of our 
day is to witness the colossal folly of m�n- trifling 
with this greatest of all questions : " For what 
doth it profit a man, to gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his life ? " (Mark viii. 36-R.V.) 

The subject before us has not merely to do with 
life, but with ETERNAL LIFE. If the Scriptures are 
the Word of God-and there are many infallible 
proofs· that they are-then our eternal happiness 
depends on our acceptation of the truths therein 
concerning the life, death, and resurrection of ·the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a solemn thought that 
one's eternal welfare depends on a right use of 
time. 'Webster is reported to have said that the 
greatest word in the English language is one of 
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three letters-" Now." And this, too, is the 
teaching of the Scriptures, for we read : " Behold, 
NOW is the accepted time ; behold, NOW is the 
day of salvation" (2.Cor. vi. 2). 

The uncertainty of life and the potential sudden
ness of death may well awaken every thoughtful 
man and WO!Jl.8.n to the wisdom of settling the 
question as -to their destiny for eternity. This 
uncertainty of life is the one great incentive which 
insurance agents ·use to procure purchasers for 
their policies. One may insure one's life and 
property against fire, accident or any and every 
ill that crosses our path, and yet all know that that 
does not insure their living one single day longer! 
I wonder how many who wiµ. read this page would 
refuse the gift of a life insurance policy for £10,000 
-and yet, when God offers the gift of Eternal Li/ e,
so few put in their claim, " the wages of sin is

• death ; but the GIFT of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord " (Rom. vi. 23).

What is life ? Our wisest men acknowledge that
to answer that question is beyond them. Many,
it is tru·e, have attempted to answer the question
as to whether life is worth living, and have given
various answers-certainly many lives are far from
being worth living. It is well to examine ourselves
to test the value of the life we are living. "I have
spent my life catching butterflies," was the bitter
confession of a p·oor fellow on his death-bed; and
Saul, Israel's first king, toward the close of his
career cried, " Behold, I have played the fool, and
have erred exceedingly." How different is the
exultant testimony of his New Testament name
sake, Saul, known later as Paul,-" I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness," etc. He had his
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definition of life, for we read in Phil. i. 21, "For 
me to live is Christ" (Darby's translation). 

" ' Is life worth living ? ' Yes, infinitely worth 
while," says the late Dr. Moule, " for the living 
man who has surrendered to ' the Lord that 
bo�ght him.' . Outside that ennobling- captivity, 
that i�vigorating while most genuine_bond-service, 
the life of man is at best complicated and tired with 
a bewildered quest, and gives results at best 
abortive, matched with the ideal purposes of such 
a being. - We ' present ourselves to God,'· for His 
en_ds, as implements, vassals, willing bondmen; 
and lo, our· own end is attained. Our life has 

. . . 

settled, after its-long friction,jnto gear. Our root, 
after hopeless explorations in the dust, has struck 
at last the stratum where the Water of Life makes 
all things live, and grow, and put forth fruit for 
heav�n. The heart, once dissipated between 
itself and the world, is now ' united ' to the will, 
to the love of God; and understands itself, and 
the world as never before ; and is- able to deny 
its.elf arid serve others in a new and surprising 
freedom." 

The Gospel of the Grace of God is proclaimed to 
men and women declared to be''. dead in.trespasses 
and sins," that they may live, and that they may 
enjoy abundant life . now, and everlasting life 
hereafter. This life is hound up in Christ� Here _ 
are a few statements from the Scriptures of Truth 
concerning life, eternal life, which we do well to 
ponder: 

'' In Hirµ (Christ) was life; and the life was the 
light of men " (John i. 4). 

'' I am- the resurrection and the life'' (John 
�i. 25). 

'� I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly" (John x. 10). 
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"· H� that believeth on Me hath everlasting_ life " 
{Johp vi. 4). 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth 
My word, and believeth on Him that·sent Me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna
tion;· but.is pa�sed from death unto life" (John 
v. 2�.

" He that hath the Son hath life ; and he_ that
hath not the Son of God hath not life" (r John 
v. 12).

'' I give unto them (My sheep) eternal life; and
they shall never perish " (John x. 28). 

" This is life eternal,· that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
Thou hast sent" (John xviL 3). 

'' The �ft. of God is eternal life through . Jesus 
-Christ _our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).

One has well saJd, " One of the chief charac
te�istics. of eternal life is that its possessor is 

- endowed with the capacity to know God. This is
not merely the capacity to know about God ; but to
know ;Him ... to have actual acquaintance with ·
Him, to hold communication with Him, to learn
His ways,_ to have conscious experiences of His
presence, His goodness, His wisdom, His power,
His faithfulness; and His actings in various ways."-

We might give as a definition of eternal life
the Knowledge 9/ God. Thank God, many·can say 

1 with the apostle John, " We know that the Son
of God is come, and hath given us understanding, 
that we may know Him that is true ._ .. this is 
the true God and eternal life" (r John v. 20); 

Life, eternal life, is bound up in the One w4o 
is the Resurrection and the Life.. '' Whoso findeth 
Me findeth life," or the New Testament equivalent, 
"He that hath the Son hath life "-could words 
be clearer ? The. possession ·of Christ through an 
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act of faith in receiving Him, brings with it the 
possession of life for evermore. " As many as 
received Him (Christ) to them gave He (God) 
power (authority) to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on His name'� (John i. 12). 

Sonship into a. family comes by birth, and hence 
our Lord says: "Except a man be born again (or 
"from above") he cannot see the kingdom of 
God " (John iii. 3). This birth is the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and is effected the moment the ·soul 
receives Christ, wh� is our LIFE (Col. iii. 4). This 
reception is an act of faith, for in this first epistle 
the apostle John says, "Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God" (I John v. 1). 
Being born again, or " from above," is the com
m�ncement of the new life, which is everlasting in 
extent, and, as has been· already seen, brings the 
soul into intimate relationship with God, whom to 
know is life eternal, and whom to know in fuller 
and yet fuller measure, will be our greatest joy as 
the ages of eternity roll on. This life is both 
incorruptible and imperishable, for it is begotten of 
" incorruptible seed . . . the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever" (I Pet. i. 23); and the 
promise of the Giver is that those who receive it 
shall" never perish" (John x. 28) having" passed 
from death unto life " (John v. 24). 

Every pure desire of man has been created that 
it might be gratified, and, as has often been 
remarked, the fact that the natural man hungers 
and thirsts is an evidence that that which 
satisfies hunger and slakes thirst has been created 
by the Giver of all good things. That in every 

. being there is a hunger and a thirst for life is in
contestable. 

It is only misery and fear of coming evil that 
drives men and women to take their lives. Natu ... 
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rally we protect and preserve our lives to the last 
gasp-life is only held cheaply by those who have 
wandered far from God. But mere life so fleeting 
and uncertain cannot satisfy us. To be assured 
that one would live to be a hundred years old, or 
even to the age of Methuselah, would be but po9r 
comfort, and would never satisfy the soul of man. 
The promise of a million ye�rs of bliss would not 
satisfy; for even a million years.must come to an 
end, and the fact of the approaching end would 
mar one's joy and peace. Nothing less than ETER

NAL LIFE can absolutely satisfy. Such is God's 
offer to every man, woman and child who will 
repent (i.e. turn from his or her sin to God) and 
believe His record concerning the work of Calvary, 
where God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself by the death of His only begotten anq. 
well beloved Son. · "AJJ.d this is the record, that 
God hath_ given unto µs eternal life, and this li(e 
is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
an.d he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life" (1 John v: 11-12) .. 

Will you, dear reader, believe God's record? 
Oh, that the solemnity of rejecting God's record 
might sink into your heart as you read these words ! 
for, "He that believeth not God bath made Him 
a liar ; because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of His Son" (1 John v. 10). Must Christ's 
words, "Ye will not come unto Me that ye may 
have life" apply to you? Reject not His loving 
invitation, "him_ that cometh unto Me,.I will in 
no wise cast out." 

"Upon a life I did not live 
Upon -0. death I did not die, 
Another's life, Another's death 
I stake my whole eternity." 
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POSSESSION 

BY H. HITCHMAN, EXETER. 

- ETERNAL Life is a momentO"µs subject which
vitally concerns every human - being, and we
purpose considering it in the following order.
(I) THE NECESSITY ·oF ETERNAL LIFE. Life and
Death, two things-of deepest importance to all, are
contrasted many times in the Holy Scriptures, and

' both occur in the earliest divine record. It is 
written, " And· the Lord God formed man -of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man, became a living soul " 
(Gen. ii. 7). · He was created in the image of God 
and thus became ·a partaker of His Life (Gen. i. 
26--27). Had he remained in this condition ( an 
unfallen being), he would have lived for -ever, and 
death would never have been known, either 
spiritual, physical, or eternal, as death was no part 

'of God's original purpose. Man'� obedience was 
tested amidst perfect surroundings, and permission 
was · given him freely to eat of every tree of the 
garden, except one tree, the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, concerning which there was 
Divine prohibition, " for in the day tha_t thou 
eatest thereof thou: shalt surely die " (Gen. ii. 
16-17). How this penalty was enacted is seen in· 
the third chapter of Genesis, which describes the 
fall of man, a fundamental biblical doctrine, 

30 
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although denied by . many schools of modem 
thought, and totally ignored by evolutionists. 
Lest man should. take of the tree of life, and eat 
and live for ever physically in his fallen state, God 
prevented access to it by a flaming sword. How 
Adam's fall affected the whole human race is seen 
throughout God's Word, and the consequences of 
it -will never be removed, for in hell the full reward 
of iniquity will be meted out to the lost. "Where
fore as by one man sin entered into the world and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned." For "by one man's 
disqbedience many were made sinners, and thus 
through the offence of one many be dead, and 
therefore judgment came upon all men to con- -
demnation " (Rom .. v. I2-2r). " It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judg
ment " (Heb. ix. 27). Every person, whether Jew 
or Gentile, is viewed by God as being dead in 
trespasses and sins, and thus must be quickened 
by the H.oly Spirit, and " born again " through 
the Word, in order to get eternal life (Eph. ii. r-5 ; 
John iii. 3-7; - I Pet. i. 23). Even in this en
lightened age when men are boasting in civilis�tion, 
education, morality, and every modem scientific 
discovery, it is as true as ever that men need to be 
"born again." "The natural man r�ceiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God :. for they are 
foolishness unto him : neither can he know them 
because they are spiritually discerned" (r Cor� 
ii. I4). "Condemned already," are words which
justly describe those who are alienated from God,
and destitute of Life Eternal (John iii. I8). 

(2) THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF MERITING ETERNAL
LIFE.-While it is a great mercy to be brought to 
the consciousness of what it means to be guilty 
before· God ( a very necessary thing in the soul's 
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experience) it is only the first step towards Life 
anq Salvation (Rom. iii. 19). The Holy Spirit,. 
whose office it is to convince of sin, creates in the 
soul of an a wakened sinner desires after true rest, 
peace, happiness, satisfaction, and a life which can 
never end (John xvi. 7-8). 

The soul's .cry is, " What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? " (Luke x. 25). This ·often com
mences an internal struggle whic� in many cases 
lasts for years, and even then ends in bitter dis
appointment and discouragement. · Many things 
are adopted with a desire to satisfy the-longing after 
eternal blessings, such as prayers, reformation, 
creeds, forms, and ceremonies, which all centre in 
self, and depend entirely upon self effort. Under 
such conditions, advice is often sought and ob
tained from woddly-wise men, posing as God's 
ministers� who, li�e the one mentioned in John 
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, direct souls to the. 
law, instead of to Cprist. This only increases the 
trouble but never delivers from it. "Therefore.by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in God's sight, for by the.law is the knowledge of 
sin" (Rom. iii. 20). "Now, to him that worketh, 
the reward is not reckoned of grace, but of d�bt" 
(Rom. iv. 4). Salvation is" not of works, lest any 
man should boast " (Eph. ii. 8-g). The cry _of the 
jailor was, " What must I do to be saved ? " but 
he had yet to learn his own inability of rendering 
to God �nything which He could or would accept 
for salvation (Acts -xvi. 30-3r). The law, seems 
so much more attractive to many sinners than the 
gospel, and yet it never brought the blessing of 
eternal life to a single soul (Gal. ii. 16). It is 
written, " Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them. But that no man is justified by 
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the law in the sight of God, it is evident for the 
just shall live by faith" (Gal. iii. ro-rr). " If 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain " (Gal.· ii. 21). The law presents God's 
standard of divine holiness and righteousness, to 
which no man can attain. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart. How is this 
possible by one whose " heart is deceitful above · 
all things and desperately wicked ? '' (J er. xvii. 9). 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
strength. " When we were yet without strength 
... Christ died for the _ungodly" (Rom. v. o). 
Thou shalt . love the Lord thy God with all thy 
mind. How is this possible when the carnal or 
natural mino is enmity against God? (Rom. 
viii. 7). Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Hqw is this possible when selfishness characterises
the human heart, and every man looks upon his
own things? That which is not possible with men
is possible with God. For what the law could not
do in that �t was weak through the flesh, God
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh;
and for sin condemned sin in the flesh (Rom.
viii. 3). Perfect obedience is demanded, if life_is to
be obtained on the ground of work, and as no one
can render this, life must be forfeited. Christ's
testimony to His Father was, I have glorified Thee
on the earth, I have finished the WO!k which Thou
gavest Me to do (John xvii. 4). - As He expired on
the Cross there fell from His lips those never-to-be-
f orgotten words, " IT IS FINISHED " (John xix. 30).
For Christ is the end of the law for-righteousness
to every one that believeth (Rom. x. 4).

(3) THE SCRIPTURAL D�FINITION OF ETERNAL

LIFE.-We have seen that the law (although in 
itself holy and just and good) could never produce 
life, but could only minister death on account of 

C 
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the utter depravity of human nature, and therefore 
it could only act as a schoolmaster, till Christ should 
come, that we might be justified by faith (Gal. 
iii. 24). ·There ·was nothing in this scene of death
(i.e. the world) which could produce life, and thus
its only source was God Himself in assoc-iation with
His Beloved Son , and thus it is written, " In Him
was life" (J94n i. 4). "For the life was mani
fested, and w� have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life, �hich was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us" (I John

i. 2). He is the true �od and eternal life ( I John

v. 20, margin). It was the purpose of God, that
the life which was in His Son should be com-
·municat�d to those who had been. given to Him
before the foundation of the world. " And this is
life eternal, that they might know Thee the .only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent"
(John xvii. 3). God is an unknown God to
multitudes who ignorantly worship Him, and must
remain so while they continue in a state of death
(Acts xvii. 23). A true revelation of God must
come through His Word, brought home to the
mind and heart by the Holy _Spirit. When this
takes place the soul is brought into the k�owledge
of God, apd Christ, which is eternal life. It is one

· thing to be religious, and passing among others as
a Christian and yet be unsaved; and quite an·other
thing, to have eternal life, which is a divine
essential to an intimate relationship with God.
Many are deceived through the · evil doctrine of
baptism9-l regeneration, and thus take their places
as children of God, calling Him, "Our Father,"
when ;Divine life has never been received h1to their
souls. Such are the workings of Satan that it is
quite ·easy for people to ·become members of
religious organisations, who are destitute of
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spiritual life. This should lead to self-examination 
and heart consideration of our Lord's solemn 
words, " Ye must be t>orn again," which means 

. the impartation of Divine life into the soul (John 
iii: 3--7). "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are they which 
testify of Me" (John v. 39). The written word 

· points to Christ. the · Living Word, in whom the
trusting believer can find life everlasting. He
declared, "I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly"
(John x. ro).

(4) THE PROCLAMATION .OF ETERNAL LIFE.-
. Christ is the great storehouse of infinite and eternal 
riches, among which life everlasting shines forth 
with brilliant lustre. " In whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge," and " In 
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily " (Col. ii. 3, 9). The important question 
arises, as to how this life divine, whiGh must come 
froin heaven, can reach sinners of the earth, who 
are dying in their sins, without God, and without 
hope (Eph� ii. r2). "Say not in thy heart, Who 
shall ascend into h�aven ? (that is, to bring Christ 

- down from above:) or, Who shall descend into the
deep ? (that is,. to bring up Christ again from the
dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart : that is, the
word 0f faith, which we preach ; That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. x. 6-9).
There is no need to ascend to heaven to bring Him
down, as the.Father sent the Son to be the Saviour
of the world (r John iv. 14). "The Son of Man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost"
(Luke xix. 10). " This is a faithful saying and
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�orthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners " (1 Tim. i. 15). 
There is no need to descend into the deep to bring 
up Christ again from the dead; because "the 
God of Peace has brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep" 
(Heb. xiii. 20). The Scriptures declare that "He 
was delivered for our offences, and raised again for 
our justification" (Rom. iv. 25). The gospel 
(which means good news) is that "Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures,· and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures " (1 Cor. xv. 1-3). It 
is heart reception of this good news, which saves 
alL who believe. " Be it known unto you there
fore, men and brethren, that through this �an is· 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins : and by. 
Him all that believe are justified from all things, 
by which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses" (Acts xiii. 38-39). This is the gospel which 
the Lord commanded His servants to preach to 
every creature, in order that those who hear it, 
might have the opportunity of receiving life 
through the word (Mark xvi. 15). It is a message 
of life, and produces life wherever accepted; 
while the law is a message of death. "For Gpd so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have. everlasting life " (John iii. 16). 
Life can never be earned nor purchased, but it 
must be received, without money, and without 
price (Isa. Iv. 1). '' The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). 
This is the glorious gospel of the Blessed God made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith 
(r Tim. i. rr ; Rom. xvi. 26). " According to the 
power of God; who hath saved us, and called us 
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with a holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to His own purpose and grace, 
which was given· us in Christ Jesus· before the 
world began, ·but is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immor
tality to light through the gospel" (2 ·Tim. i. 8-Io). 
. (5) THE POSSESSION OF ETERNAL LIFE.-Preach
ing the gospel of God's grace is according to divine 
command, and necessary if sinners who are in 
darkness and in the state of death- are to hear the 
vo_ice of the Son of God, and through hearing 
receive life (John v. 26-27). It was said of some 
that " the word preached did not profit ·them, not 
being mixed with faith in them that heard. it" 
(Heb. iv. 2). Well might the prophet say, "Who 
hath believed our report? " (Isa. liii. 1). It is-the 
reception of the gospel alone which brings blessing 
and not hearing only (Rom. i. 16; John i. 12). 

(a) It is a Purchased Possession. It was not the
life of Christ, beautiful and perfect as it was, but 
His death on -�he Cross which accomplished redemp
tion, and thus made it possible for lost sinners to 
receive life everlasting .(Eph. i. 7 ; I Pet. i. 18). 
It is a false idea, accompanied with fatal conse
quences, to think that by attempting to imitate the 
life of Christ anyone can obtain life. No salva
tion lies there. It should never be forgotten what 
it cost the Lord Jesus Christ to make salvation 
possible. " I am the good shepherd : the good 
shepherd giveth His life for the sheep " (John 
X. II).
· (b) It is· a Present Possession. Eternal glory is at
the end of this life ; for that the Christian must
wait; but eternal life which fits him for his
· eternal abode becomes his portion at the com
mencement of the life of faith. Could anything be
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simpler than the words, " He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life

,,
? (John vi. 47). It is 

written, " He that shall endure unto the end the 
same shall be saved," but that will be salvation 
from the tribulation of those days, and not from 
the present consequences of sin (Matt. xxiv. 13). 
Satan has deceived multitudes by setting before 
them eternal life as an attainment to be reached 
at death, as the result of works, creeds, forms, 
ceremonies, when -instead it is the present portion 
of all who believe in Christ· (John xx. 31 ; 'I John 
v. II-12).

(c) It is an Instantaneous Possession. Conviction
of sin may last for months and years ; but the 
reception of eternal life .is a matter of a moment. 
It is not procured through a process; but by· 
means of the new birth (John iii.). _ The Word of 
God reveals to the sinner his guilt, and the all
sufficient sacrifice of Christ to meet God's claims 
and .put away sin. The Holy Spirit imparts life 
into his soul, as he rests his all upon the finished 
wor;k of Christ (John iii. 14-15). 

"As soon my all I ventured, 
On Christ's atoning blood, 
The Holy Spirit entered, 
And I was born of God." 

"Behold, now is. the accepted time; behold now 
· is the day of salvation " (2 Cor. vi. 2).

(d) It is an Easy Possession. Nothing is simpler
than the plan of salvation. It is not obtained as
the result of a long -journey, deep research, and
painful toil (Rom. x. 6-g). In order to bolster up
priest-craft it is made to appear as difficult c!S
possible with disastrous results to sinners. The
simplest words are used in Holy Scripture to
convey God's desires. "Look unto Me, and be ye
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saved" (Isa. xlv. 22). "Hear, and your soul shall 
live" (Isa. lv. 3). " Come; for all things are now 
�eady " (Luke xiv. 17). " Take the water of life
freely " (Rev. xxii. 17).

(e) It is a Rich Possession. How_ suitable to
poverty-stricken sinners, who could not have been 
poorer than they were by nature ; neither could 
they be richer than they are through grace. '' For 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich" 
( 2 Cor. viii.- g). The. riches of this world are 
u�certain, they fly away, rust, and often tliose who
possess them are not rich toward God (Luke
xii.21). But "they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare ... which drown men
in destruction and perdition.". '' For the love of
money is the root of all evil" (r Tim. vi. 9-10).
" The Lord is rich to �11 that call upon Him-"
(Rom. x. 12). " He raiseth up the poor orit .of the
dust; and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill
to set them among princes, and to make them
inherit the· throne of glory " ( I Sam. ii. 8). Through
the riches of His grace He ·has secured_ for all
who believe the riches of His glory, of which

. eternal Hfe is _the earnest (Eph. i. 7-8 ; ii. 7 ; iii. 
8-16). "I have Christ, what want l more!"

(f) It is -a Lasting Possession. The garden of
Eden,-man's firstinheritance, was forfeited through 
sin, as continued possession of it depended upon 
his obedience to God. Eternal life can never be 
forfeited when once it has been received, because 
it rests upon the unchanging purpose and word of 
God, and the all-.sufficiency of Christ and the 
efficacy of His. sacrifice which are as stable as God's 
throne. "My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me : and I give unto them 
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eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My hand" 
(John x. ·27-28). All earthly things fade and die, 
and thus end in disappointment and 'loss on 
account of their corruptibility; but this heavenly 
gift of eternal life shall never fade, and its enjoy
ment shall increase as the eternal ages roll along. 
" Where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound : That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life through J esu� Christ our Lord " 
(Rom. v. 20-21). "Lay hold on eternal life" 
(r Tim. vi. 12). "Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord ·Jesus Christ, which according to His 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again _unto a 
lively hope by the · resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 3-5). 

(6) THE REJECTION OF ETERNAL LIFE. While
eternal life is the greatest possible blessing, and as 
a free gift is offered by God through the gospel to 
all, -it is forced upon no one. Man is a free agent, 
and has the ability to accept or reject the prof-
fered gift of life. '' I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing, therefore choose life" 
(Deut. xxx. 19). God delights in the salvation of 
sinners and has done everything possible to secure 
it. " As· I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
wicked tum from his way and live : tum ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die ? " 
(Ezek. xxxiii. II). "Not.willing that any should 

, perish, but that all should come to repen!anc�" 
(2 Pet. iii. g). It is the utmost folly to re1ect hfe 
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everlasting, because there is nothing to gain, and 
everything to lose. "For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? "(Mark viii. 36). "To lose your wealth 
is much; to lose your health is more. To lose your 
soul is such a loss, that nothing can restore.'' The 
sinner can take many attitudes regarding God's 
offer of life, and all �re equivalent to rejection. 
(a) Self-will. " Ye will not co�e to Me that ye
might .have life" (John v.· 40). (b) Indifference.
"How shall we escape if we neglect ·so great
salvation ? " (Heb. ii. 3). (c) Unbelief .. " He that
believet:b. not is condemned already '� (John iiL r8).

· (d) Opposition. ." Seeing ye put it _from you· and .
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life"
(Ac_ts xiii. 46). The day of grace is fast coming to
a close, _and the door of mercy which is now wide
open, will soo� shut for ever. How solemn are the
words of the Saviour: "And they that were ready
went in with him to the marriage, and the door
was shut " (Matt. xxv. ro). The rejection of
Christ may seem a matter of little i_mportance;
but the· consequences resulting therefrom, are great
and eternal. " He that believeth not the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him " (John iii. 36). The offer of life will soon be
withdrawn and then will be fulfilled the most
solemn declaration : " Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels" (Matt. xxv. 4r). "And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire" (Rev. xx. r5). Your portion must
be the lake of fire, which is the second death, or
Eternal Life. Whi�h will you choose ?



THE GIFT OF GOD 

What is It?· 

BY E. P. LUCE, OLDHAM. 

·,, .. . . the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord" (Rom. vi. 23) (R.V.). 

-LIFE in all diversity of form is beautiful, wonder
ful, and full of mystery. The life of a flower is a
mystery beyond otir analysis.

There are in the - vegetable world about fifty
diff e!ent methods by which life is propagated. The
most carefully preserved and guarded of all the
products of plant life is the seed, because it is the
seed which is the living principle, not the root,
stem, flower or fruit. The dandelion plant fur
nishes a very remarkable example of the propaga
tion and reproduction of life. When its seed floats
out upon the air it is borne along by means of a
tiny parachute which is attached to it, and pre
sently when it falls to the earth, its own small
anchor or hook holds and fastens it in the soil that
it may root itself there, and bring forth life after
its kind. The mysteries of animal and human life
are confessedly greater still.

Again, the " whence " and " whither " of the
wind is as much a mystery to us as it was to
Nicodemus, the magnate of the Jewish Sanhedrim,
when he stood, a timid suppliant' for entrance at
the door of the humble lodging of Jesus of Nazareth.
It cannot be seen, though it is felt. It is heard,

42 



THE GIFT OF GOD-WHAT IS IT? 43 

gently breathing, or in the hurricane, but we know 
not its laws. We do not decline however, for that, 
to · make use of it when we would sail our boat 
acros_s the water. We ac�ept the FACT of the
blowing of the wind and postpone all attempts to 
solve the mysteries. 

The supreme mystery is that of eternal life. 
Yet it is a fact demonstrable in the lives of'count
less thousands of men and women of all ranks-'of __ 
society, who KNOW _that they have it by their 
experience of it in themselves ; who are conscious 
of its throb and ·ecstasy, and whose evil passions 
have been mastered by the incoming of the power 
of Christ. 

Six prominent words are found in the verse 
quoted from Paul's letter to the Romans (vi. 23), 
and they divide themselves quite naturally into 
three pairs� In the first · we find " wages," which 
are a man's earnings, and set against them-is the 
" free gift," that which no man has a right to. 
Then over against" sin," the work which earns the 
wages, "God" puts Him.self. Finally, the two 
extremes of human destiny are contrasted, 
�' death "the.wages ; "life," the gift. There is no 
gospel in the first triad. of words, "wages," "sin" 
and " death," and though the alternative which is 
presented in them is so terrible, yet we Il}.Ust not 
shun to warn the wrong-doer of it as the inevitable 
consequence of his evtl course. Our interest now 
is· centr�d rather in the announcement of the great 
gift of God, "eternal life," which is on offer to all 
such as will have it'. The adjective; '�free" (R.V.) 
emphasises th'e peculiar value of the gift. As a 
"FREE gift" it cannot be earned as wages, nor 
can it be purcp.ased .. And, again, as a" FREE gift" 
it is indeper1:dent of all terms, and there are no 
conditions whatever imposed upon the person who 
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is to receive it. This gift, then, is bestowed freely, 
not upon the righteous or meritorious, but upon the 
utterly undeserving. This reveals the mercy of 
God towards man. Eternal life is a free gift placed 
at man's disposal, into the possession of which he 
can enter NOW, if he will accept it. It is a gift which 
cannot be taken away from him, and which he can 
never lose. But there is no guarantee that · the 
offer will continu�, and therefore the matter-of our 
reception or rejection of this transcendent gift is 
of the utmost urgency. 

Now let us attempt to understand the real 
meaning· of the te�s, " eternal," and "life," in 
order that we may be helped to appreciate -rightly 
the value of this supe.rlative gift. 
· · The different .forms of life, such as divine life,
human life, spirit, soul, existence, are distinguished
·by the use of different Greek words which are used
to express each form. The particular word em
ployed for the life we are now considering is ZOE ;

it is alway? used in reference to life as the VITAL
PRINCIPLE. Eternal life is not · eternal existence
merely. It certainly includes that; but its deepest
value is · not its never-ending duration, however
true that is, but in· its being eternal existence in
harmony with God.

Eternal life, therefore, reaches to every depart
ment of our being-spirit, soul, and body. The
trouble with us is that we so largely live in the
realm of the flesh· that ·we forget that man is not
material merely ; in essence he is not dust, but
spirit. The supreme realm is the SPIRITUAL.
Elihu was dealing with that essential fact in man
when he said, '' There is a spirit in man, and the
breath of the Almighty giveth them understanding."
(Job xxxii. 8). Solomon crystallised this into
axiom.atic form when he declared, " The spirit of
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man is the lamp of Jehovah, searching all the 
inward . parts" (Prov. xx. 27). Next to the 
spirit is the soul, to which is ascribed affection, 
hatred, appetite, ·desire, etc. · The body is the last 
and lowest in order of man's tripartite nature. It 
is the tenement of the soul, the true self. 

Man needs God. He has never lost his spiritual 
capacity, which. can only be met by God .. 

But now the need has been met. By incarnation 
God entered into manhood in order to meet man's 
need. Indeed, that. is the mighty significance of 
His Name, JEHQVAH, "I am the God·who becomes." 
He became whatever His people needed, and when 
they needed a Saviour," He was manifested to put 
away sin."_ "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. rg). 

Etepial life is in a Person, Christ Himself. John, 
in the prologue to the Gospel which bears his name, 
· declares of the Word made flesh, " In Him was
life" (John i. 4), and in the introduction·-to his·
general epistle he affirm:s that the life was mani
fested ( r John i. 2), and towards the end of the
same letter he states that " God hath given unto
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son " ( I John
v. rr-r2). Thus .Christians have not life in them
selves. John is the one New Testament writer who
expounds the way into eternal life, and the way is
upon the basis· of believing on the Son of God.
The whole object and purpose for which both the

• gospel and the epistle by John were given is stated
by the writer thus: First; as to the gospel:" These
are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing ye may
HAVE LIFE in His Name" (John xx. 3r, R.V.). The
doctrine of life through believing is unfolded

_ gradually and systematically throughout that
gospel. As to tn.e Epistle, he says, " These things 
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have I \vritten that ye may KNOW THAT YE HAVE 
eternal life, even unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of G9d " (I John v. r3, R.V.). 

The gift of eternal life is the result of the 
sacrificial death of Christ who humbled Himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Cross ; He gave His life a ransom for many, 
and is able now in resurrection to communicate 
His risen_ life to us who believe. 

Further, eternal life is not a promise of life in 
the future, but it is a gift in the PRESENT POSSES
SION of the believer. It begins as a personal pos
session in the new birth by t]ie Spirit, and in its. 
operation - it ensures real, definite, everlasting 
salvation, for that surely is the plain meaning of 
the words in John iii. 36; v. 24; vi. 53, 54 (R.V.) 
" He that believeth on the Son HATH ETERNAL 
LIFE." "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth My word, and ,believeth Him that sent 
Me, HATH ETERNAL LIFE, and cometh not into 
judgment, but hath passed out of death into life." 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, ye 
have not life in yourselves. He that eateth My 
flesh, and drinketh My blood HAT� ETERNAL LIFE; 
and I will raise him up at the last day." 

It is a hidden life," with Chr-ist, in God, and will 
be manifested when He appears, and we with Him 
in glory " (Col. iii. 3): Thus the belie:ver is made 
impervious to death. 

Eternal life as a quality includes ultimately the 
salvation of the body from the results of sin. The 
predominant notes of the work of Christ must ever 
be the virtue of His blood and the VICTORY of 
His resurrection, for to them really the whole 
evangel points. It was by, His resurrection that 
He " brought life and immortality to light." By 
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that resurrection from the dead through· almighty 
power; God attested His complete satisfaction with · 
the accomplished mystery of the Cross. We have 
heard t)ia:t "the wages of sin is death." Now, 
death destroys the body. But our bodies are 
members of Christ; and if Christ could not raise 
our bodies from the dead He· would be a defeated 
Saviour. Death was never in the purpose of God 
for humanity. Wherever death is victorious it is 
always because· of sin. Had there been no sin in 
- the world there had been no death. Death is one
of the works of the Devil, but Christ came to undo ·
the works· of the Devil. The destructive force of
death He dest�oys, and He will never allow any
members of His body to be eternally affected by
sin or its consequences

_. 
No part of Himself shall

be allowed to continue in corruption �nd dissolu
tion. Therefore, as Christ wa_s raised from the
d�ad, and His resurrection is the capstone of the
glorious ·evangel, so the resurrection of our bodies,
if we. believe in Him, is absolutely vital to the
gospel. Our salvation is complete, for it is " to
the uttermost."

And now a sol�mn word must be uttered by way
of warning, and an appeal must be made to the
unconverted. In our discussion of God's free gift
of. eternal life we have learned that it is· a present
inalienable possession to the believer. But for the
sinner who is determined to persist in his sin, there
can be 9nly one end� eternal judgment, not merely
because the infinite wrongfulness of sin demands
infinite pupishment, though it does that, but
because the sinner remains a sinner, and the wrath
of God consequently abides on him.

There are also many professors of religion, and
even confessors of Christ, who HOPE they are saved,
but yet lack the knowledge and assurance of
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salvation. This may be the result of defective 
teaching or possibly there has never been any 
sincere "repentance toward God," or real change 
of attitude and mind towards Him, and saving 
"faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" has been absent, 
Deception in this matter is.perilous. It is only too 
possible to mistake our place in_ the visible church 
for membership in the Church of the First-born 
Ones, which are written in heaven. Outward 
" communion " with saints will never i;nake up for 
lack of inward union with Christ. The way i� 
along the line of hearing, learning, and answering 
the call of Christ. " It is written-in the prophets. 
And they shall all be taught of God. Every one 
that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, 
cometh unto Me.'' '' I will forgive their iniquity, 
and their sin _will I remember no more-'' (John 
vi. 45; Isa. liv. 13; Jer. xxxi. 34., R.V.).

God now offers the gift of eternal life in which
are included pardon, purity, power and peace.

" The witness of God is this, that He hath borne
witness ·concerning His Son. He that believeth on

· the Son of God hath the witness in him. He that
believeth not God hath made Him a liar ; because
he hath not believed in the witness that God hath
borne concerning His Son. And the witness is this,
that God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is
in His Son. He that hath the Son hath the life;
he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life"
(r John_ v. g-r2, R.V.).
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SAVED? 

BY JOHN FERGUSON, U.S�A. 

THE question asked in Psalm viii. is one that has 
been in one form or another the inquiry of ages. 
Man has been allowed by God, his Creator, to make 
many discoveries, and has startled the world with 
the results of his investigations. One field, how
ever, he has left undiscoyered-what he is in 
himself; with all the many sophistries of men, 
the truth of what man really is lies by him 
unsolved. The reason for this is because man is 
unwilling to turn to the only source available for a 
true answer to the burning question. 

We have to turn away from the various theories 
of men and lend our ear to what God says in His 
Word if we are to learn the truth· about man. 

FIRST.-" Man has a sinful nature. Ps. xiv. 
r, 2, 3. They are corrupt, they have done abomin
able works, there is none that doeth good. The 
Lora looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did understand 
and seek God. They are ALL g(!ne aside, they are 
ALL TOGETHER BECOME FILTHY: there is none that 
doeth good, no, NOT ONE." "There is no difference. 
For ALL have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God

,, 
(Rom. iii. ·22-23). A nature ever desiring 
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the forbidden thing. Just as our first parents, 
confronted with the limitation God the Creator 
placed upon them, deceived by Satan, partook of 
the forbidden fruit. A nature seeking its own 
gratification, a sordid, selfish, wicked nature. 

SECOND.-Man has no room for real good in his 
nature-" the good that I would I do not " are 
words expr,essing not only the truth in the case 
of the great apostle, but it is really true �f every 
man. 

THIRD.-Man loves sin.-lt is a sweet morsel to 
the sinful unsaved one. It is only by dint of 
environment and surroundings that man is capable 
of doing anything but sin. Lost, hopelessly lost, 
man gropes his way to an undone Eternity in the 
dark as to the knowledge of God and insensible 
to the fact of the real character of the disease of sin 
that grips him. 

It is in view of these sad facts God has had mercy 
on man. In unquenchable love and pity He has 
considered the low and lost estate of the creature 
He has created. 

A wonderful provision has been made. The Son 
of God came down to earth, and was found in 
fashion as a man-has gone to the Cross, there to 
die for sinful man, and having satisfied divine 
justice by His atoning death, has been raised from 
the dead and is now a living, loving Saviour at 

• God's right Hand.
Is the reader one who asks : " What must I do

to be saved?" One look of simple faith to the
Cross, believing that the Holy One who died there,
died for you, will at once, if you in your heart
believe on Him, save you for ever.

The foregoing is a simple statement of the case
for the sinner. Knowf,ng that man is blinded by
Satan, it is incumbent on us to explain why man is
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lost and how the death of Christ-· atones for sin. 
The first matter we must look af is, the origin of 

· man as we know him. We read in Genesis : '' God
made man of the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life and man became
a living-Soul" (Gen. ii. 7). In this b�ef statement
is found the wonder of man's creation. Formed of
the dust of the ground, made, as we read in
Chapter I of Genesis, '' in the Image of God after
His own likeness·" man became a living being,
amenable to the One who had created him. The
word "N'shamah " meaning the breath of lives is
never once. used of the animal creation-so, man
in his. first estate became possessed of an endless
existence, he became a" Living Soul." How then
did man become as undone as we have described
him to be ? Let the Scriptures tell the sad story of
man's ruin. In Rom. v. r2 we read" by one man
sin entered· into the world and death by sin, and
so death passed upon all men for that all have
sinned." This, then, in the plainest way, is the
tale of the Fall of Man.

The chief evidence of the fact is death.· Can
anyone deny that men have to die? ." It is
appointed unto men once. to die "-the failing
health, the slowly' declining powers ending in
Death are but the indisputable proofs of man's
fallen conditions.

We have to accept the inevitable "we must
needs die." Now if-man is in such a ruined _condi
tion how can he do one thing to alter his state
before God ? All and every eff o,rt he makes of a
religious kind leaves him in the s�me _con�ition_he
was in before and the cry resounding in his aching
heart is,. " Oh that I knew where I might find
Him l"

Pleasure, Religion, Fame, Riches, all leave, when 
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they have been most enjoyed, an aching heart and 
a troubled conscience. 

It is here, then, that the glorious Gospel comes 
as the only panacea to man; the fact of God's 
love-love to the sinful-love that-never cools, that 
never changes. In the exercise of this love, God 
gave His. Son. No one among the sons of men 
could redeem his brother-Christ the Holy One
God's Eternal Son-came down to earth-born of 
a Virgin, a real ma�, yet God of very God-sinless, 
holy, harmless, undefiled, He undertook to become 
the Saviour for man. 

He went about doing good-healing the sick-. 
raising the dead and giving every evidence of His 
divine character. All His goodness though could 
not benefit the sons of men as to their lost condi
tion.- He must die--there had to be a sacrifice--a 
sacrifice capable of satisfying Divine justice on 
man's account. A sacrifice able to appease -
insulted justice and establish the throne of God 
in righteousness. This sacrifice Jesus made--" He 
offered himself without spot to God through the_ 
Eternal Spirit.'·' God accepted that Sacrifice--:--
] esus cried in the moment of His death, " It is 
Finished." 

The mighty work was accomplished, Divine 
justice was completely satisfied, and the way made 
plain for God: "To declare His righteousness: 
that He might be just, and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus'' (Rom. iii. 26). 

To accept Christ, to believe by faith that He 
died for you is to be saved. God's word·gives the 
assurance. God's Spirit comes to give the sinner 
life and peace. Why not now, as you read this, 
accept Christ as your own personal Saviour and be 
saved? 



HOW TO BE SAVED 

BY A. BORLAND, M.A., IRVINE. 

· THE quest of the human heart and mind has ever
· been twofold-for authority and for liberty; and
in seeking and finding one the other has often been
destroyed. One of the superlative beauties of the
Bible is that its doctrines provide- ·both without

- mutual destruction. Within the pages of Scrip
ture we rest upon the most reliable and highest
·authority. That authority is God Himself. There,
too, ·we find the noblest kind of liberty-liberty·
from the thraldom of sin. Man, despising the
authority, has lost sight of the liberty, and so
remains in bondage,· either to the fancies of -his
teachers or to the speculations of his own mind.
As is to be expected in.matters of p�ime importance
for the eternal well-being of the creatures of His
hand, God has revealed His will in the simplest and
plainest terms, making statements through His
servants or through His Son, and illustrating these
by an amazing wealth of preparatory ritual and
ceremony into the Old Testament. No book treats
of more momentous matt_ers, and yet no book is
treated with such .scant attention. The casual, as
weil as the careful, reader of the Scripture cannot
but conclude that here is a story which centres
round one Person and is focussed on one out
standing purpose. That Person is Christ, and that
purpose is Redem:ption thro�gh Christ. The· grand
subJ' ect - matter 1s Salvation, based upon the
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acknowledgment of the fact that fallen man needs 
a Saviour outside of himself. 

History, observation, experience, and Scripture 
concur in their testimony that there is no man that 
liveth and sinneth not, that there is none righteous, 
no not one, that all like sheep have gone astray-in 
short, that all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God (Rom. iii.). The records of men in 
their Sacred Books, both very ancient and modern, 
are witnesses to the fact that they have, in many 
ways and by various devices, longed for and sought 
a remedy for and deliverance from the "slings 
and arrows" of an outraged conscience and the 
penalties of a violated law. In vain do we search 
their writings for evidence that the end they 
desired has been achieved, or the doctrine they 
wished has been formulated. 

But there is one grand exception. From 
beginning to end, with undeniable and -arresting 
consistency, the Bible contains revelations as to 
the possibility of knowing both the remedy and 
deliverance which all seek but none find elsewhere. 
If evidence were desired now as to the divine 
origin of the Bible, here is one of its many proofs
it implements its promises concerning salvation to 
"whosoever will," so that there comes a volume of 
testimony as to its reliability from all centuries an4 
all climes. With one voice men an9- women of every 
condition of society and state of learning, both 
heathen and civilised, maintain•. that in the 
means of salvation as set forth in the Scriptures 
they have found peace of conscience and rest of 
heart. 

And what is that means of salvation? Briefly 
stated, it is in and through the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Through the vehicle of the Virgin Birth, 
Christ, the Eternal Son, chose to enter the con-
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ditions of manhood, .partaking of flesh and blood. 
Although in the likeness of sinful flesh, yet He was 
without sin, His sinlessness being attested by foes 

· as well as by friends. His life of thirty-three years
was one long and unbroken, undeviating act of
obedience to divine counsels. He was approved
of God among His contemporaries by miracles,
wonders and signs (Acts ii. 22). Falsely con
demned to a felon's death, He was crucified on a
Roman gibbet, and that, too, according to the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God
(Acts ii. 23). His death was not natural, for His
very tormentors marvelled that He was so soon
dead. He had actually laid down His life;- dis
missing His spirit of His own accord, a_.s He com
mitted Himself to His Father. Such a death was
sacrificial in its nature. Sinless Himself, He had
borne the sins of His people in His own body on the
tree, the Just One suffering for the unjust. His
death was the divinely appointed· means whereby
God could be a Just God and at the same time a
Saviour. No dishonour was done to His throne;
for in the death of His sinless Son its honour was
vindicated. N_o mitigation of the penalty of sins
was involved, for in the person of His_ Representa
tive, the sinner sees justice and righteousness being
both satisfied. Thus the death of Christ meets all
divine demands, and provides for the sinner all
that his conscience and heart desire.

But Christ was not holden of death. As indica
tion of His own finished work of redemption·
wrought on the behalf of the captive sinner and of
His Holy Father's pleasure in and recognition of
the perfection of His life and sacrificial death, He
was raised from the tomb. Having shown Himself
alive by many infallibl� proofs, and having out
lined His programme fo� the future work <;>n earth
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to be carried out by His disciples, He was miracu
lously and physically received up into heaven, 
going in with indelible marks of His passion in His 
glorified body. On the throne at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high is One who has the right to 

· dispense the blessings of salvation on terms
announced by Himself. Such terms are stated in
the messages of the New Testament, and so stated
that there can be no misunderstanding. The issues
are so tremendous that no one can afford to
deceive or be deceived.

Almost instinctively the question rises in the
mind-and it is as old as the first century-" What
must I do to be saved ? " That is the question of
every man or woman, boy or girl, who, conscious of
sin, has discovered that to remain in sin is perilous
in the extreme, and desires a way of escape from its
consequences. The answer is to be found alone in
Scripture. In spite of the fact that there are
unequivocal directions in the Bible, there are still
those who misguide, either through a misconcep
tion of the teaching of the word of God or through
spiritual blindness • which incapacitates them for
the leadership of others.

Reformation of habits, as is often preached by
philosophers rather than by spiritual guides, cer
tainly is not the way. Evil is ingrained in the life.
It is ineradicable. To sin is human, and no amount
of striving after an impossible ideal can acquit from
culpability in matters of eternal importance with
God. Because all have sinned, no regulation of life
according to the strictest injunctions of the Old
Testament Law or the New Testament precepts can
eliminate the tendency to do evil, or give a satisfac
tion for past misdeeds.

Religious beliefs-and traditions are not a suffi
cient plea. If that were so, then creeds of a parti-



HOW TO BE SAVED 57 

cular nature alone would be a guarantee of safety. 
And, moreover, God is no respecter of persons. 
Rites af!d- ceremonies are but delusions and 
deceptions when they usurp the place given by God 
to Another, even Christ. If the performance of 
such is but an end in itself, then they are void of 
meaning, and are little better than the super-
stitious idolatry of the ignorant heathen. 

Riches do. not procure salvation. On the con-
. trary there is every reason to believe the assertion 

of the Bible that it is with great difficulty that any 
of the rich are saved. Their wealth becomes 
their god. But, on the other hand, poverty does 
not prejudice the case on the side of the poor. 

· Both conditions of society are needy in God's
sight.

Man is shut up to God; and all his schemes are
precluded by his own inherent and inveterate
ev:il heart. But in man's extremity God has
devised a plan and has answered the. quest and
question of the human heart. Let us hear what
He says:
. (I) " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved" (AGts xvi. 30-31). Faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the word of God,
either spoken or read. The essential facts- con
cerni_ng the Lord Jestis Christ have been briefly
stated above and may be verified and amplified
by a perusal of the Scriptures. He is presented
to us that we might be saved, and we may be
saved only through Him. There is salvation in
no other. God has a monopoly of salvation, and
it is vested in Christ because of His atoning work.
Salvation, then, is not of works, lest any man
should boast; not according to works of right
eousness, but the gift of G�d according t� His
mercy. It is to him that worketh not but believeth
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on God who justifies the ungodly. Merit and 
boasting are excluded because of the grace of Him 
who gives without money and without price. 
Hearing a�d believing are both necessary. Some 
hear but do not believe, but" he that heareth My 
word and believeth on Him that sent Me hath 
everlasti�g life.'·' Rahab believed the word of the 
spies and perished not, while others who believed 
not perished. 

(2) '' I am the door; by Me if any man enter in
he shall be saved" (John x. 9). These words are 
a challenge, for they are the words of Christ. They 
divide the world into two-" I " and " any man." 
The latter is out in the cold, exposed to the wrath 
of God and the thraldom of Satan and sin. Christ 
calls to safety and liberty within the fold. And 
He not only points the way, He is the very door-. 
way in. That He might be the door, He became 
the good Shepherd, and laid down His life for the 
sheep. 

"When blood from a victim must flow, 
This Shepherd by pity was led 

To stand between us and the foe, 
And willingly died in our stead." 

He took up His life again and was exalted to 
heaven to be a Prince and a Saviour. He was 
proclaimed in the hearing of angelic hosts both 
Lord and Christ. He offers Himself as the sinner's 
plea of entrance - into the presence of God. By 
acknowledgment of His sole right to Saviourhood, 
and acceptance of His worth as mediator in heaven 
between God and man, the sinner is acquitted of 
his guilt, admitted into· the fold of fellowship with 
the Father and the Son, and secured through Christ 
within the walls of the Heavenly City. The 
imagery of the assertion needs no explanation. 
Christ is the door. Inside, through Him, is safety: 
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outside is death. The door is wide enough to admit 
any sinner : the fold large enough to welcome all. 
Each determines for himself whether he is inside 
or outside. So urgent · is the matter that the 
invitation is an appeal-enter now. 

(3) " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13). Here the 
imagery changes. The sin�er is in desperate need. 
There is no help within himself or from his fellows 
around. There is but one quarter whence to expect 
it. His" help cometh from the Lord," whose name, 
Jesus, indicates that He can save His people from 
their sins. Moreover, He is able to save to the 
uttermost because He ever lives; but such as 
know His saving power must come to God by Him. 
No S. O.S. from a despairing soul ev�r reached the 
ear of the risen Saviour in vain. Yea, while the 
sinner is yet in the act of calling the Saviour 
has done the saving. But it is for the sinner to 
call. 

(4) " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and . shalt believe in thine heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved" (Rom. x. g). The imagery again changes. 
Confes.sing means saying the same as another.
That other here is God. His verdict concerning 
His Son is : " This is MY Son in whom I am well . 
pleased.'' The sinner is asked to range himself on 
the side of God, and, regardless of what opinion 
his fellows may have, to believe with all his heart 
that Christ is now alive and in heaven, and tQ 
acknowledge with a frank, sincere, and open 
avowal of faith that He has been admitted as Lord 
into the life. Such a transaction is " salvation." 
Christ becomes a "living, bright reality," a fact 
and a factor in the experience. Assent to the 
historical truths has become consent to the actual 
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Lordship ·of a divine Saviour. That act of belief · 
means a committal to Christ, not only for pardon 
through His sacrificial work, but also for constant 
grace to enjoy liberty from the dominion of sin. 
Belief with the heart will inevitably and imme
diately result in confession with the mouth. Do 
you believe ? Have you confessed ? 

This plan of salvation has everything to recom
mend it. 

It is unique in the fact that it consists, not in a 
mental assent to a particular credal statement, but 
in contact with a living Person. Other schemes, 
ancient and modern, fail because they are simply 
regulations that make no restitution for the past 
and give p.o guarantee that success will follow. 
This has never failed where it has been tried in 
reality. 

It is universal. It appeals equally in all grades 
of ·society, in all states of civilisation, in all 
countries and in any century. It is based upon a 
human need, which is neither local nor temporary, 
but is age-abiding and everywhere. The history of 
missionary enterprise is a commentary on the fact 
that the Gospel of God concerning His Son is 
adaptable. to any circumstance and fits any 
case. 

It is unrivalled, because it not only promises the 
forgiveness of sins, but also through the imparta
tion of new life by the reception of the Holy Spirit, 
grants power to live in triumph over the tempta
tions which - so readily assail. The mended " Bro
ken Earthenware " of society is a proof of its virtue 
and its value. Its message �ever varies, its potency 
never wanes. All it demands is the opportunity to 
work. 

It is urgent. The message makes instant claims 
upon faith. Death ends the opportunity and 
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brings the sinner into an irreversible destiny-an 
end without Christ, without hope, without forgive
ness. Death is so uncertain that the appeal of this 
gospel is, " Do it, and do it now." Believe, enter, 
call, confess, and be saved. 



SALVATION FOR ALL 

BY J. MCALPINE, TROON. 

THE� is no subject which ought to be of such 
absorbing interest to mankind as the salvation 
of the soul, and the many forms of religion which 
ar-e in the world to-day indicate that multitudes of 
people· devote serious thought to their eternal 
welfare. Judging by the divergent views ex
pressed by prominent religious teachers, we might 
conclude that the teaching of the Lord upon this 
vital matter was lacking in clearness, but when the 
New Testament is consulted it is found, what every 
thoughtful person would expect to find, that His 
utterances on the subject are clear and unmis
takable. It would be a reflection upon the charac
ter of God as one who loves the sinful sons of men 
were it otherwise. 

Let me draw your attention to a few words that 
were spoken by the Lord Jesus, and which are 
found in John's, Gospel, chapter x.- and verse 9: 
" I am the·door, by Me if any man enter in he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture." 
Here we have assuredly simplicity of language and 
also profundity of thought. Christ makes a claim 
which never before was made by any of the sons 
of men, and a claim which· tens of thousands 
(including the writer) have proved to be true. If 
you consult the preceding verses of the chapter 
you will note that the Lord spoke a parable in 
which He claimed to be the true Shepherd by virtue 
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of the fact that He entered in by the door �to the 
sheepfold. By the door of Old Testament pro
phecy no claimant to the Messiahship had ever 
before entered. He was the Seed of the woman 
that was to bruise the serpent's head as f9retold in 
Gen. iii. 15. He was the Prophet foretold by Moses 
whom God would raise up, and who spoke the words 
of God (Deut. xviii. 18). He was the Preacher of 
whom Isaiah wrote �ho brought good tidings to t�e 
meek, and who bound up the broken-hearted, and 
proclaimed liberty to the captives of sin (Isa. lxi. 1)� 
If you, then,_ wish to be assured of eternal safety, 
spare a few moments to consider these golden 
words, in which Christ claims to be the only way 
of access into the fold of God, and shows how you 
may pass through the portal into present and 
eternal felicity. 

(1) Christ is the door personally. He says:
"I am the door.'·' Later He asserted: "I am 
the way" (John xiv. 6). Such statements admit 
of but one explanation, and is well expressed by 
Paul in 1 Tim. ii. 5 : " There is one mediator 
between God and men, the nian Christ Jesus." One 
would think that such plain utterances would put 
an end to all controversy on the subject, but it must 
be remembered that there is an adversary at work 
amongst mankind, called the god of this age, who 
makes it his business to blind the minds of men 
lest the light of the Gospel should shine unto them. 
His aim is to divert seeking souls into by-paths 
which lead to the enchanted ground of false 
security. The gospel of" do the best you can and 
it will turn out all right in the end" is as popular 
to-day as ever, notwiths�a�ding that it is quite at 
variance with the teaching of the Word of God. 
If fitness for the presence of God comes that way, 
then Christ died needlessly, and the grim tragedy 
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of Calvary was a gigantic blunder. Christ Himself
is the door, not our works. It is well to confirm

one statement of Scripture with another, and· Paul 
�ays in Rom. iv. 5 : " To him that worketh not, 
b�t b�liev�th on Him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith 1s counted for righteousness." When 
salvation has been accepted as a gift from God, 
then the �all comes to us to work it out with fear 
and trembling, and to make our calling and 
election sure to· ourselves and to others. The 
Christian sings truly: 

"I could not work my soul to save, 
For that my Lord hath done :. 

But I would work l
i

ke any slave 
For love of God's dear Son.'' 

It is fatal to substitute anything for Christ as the 
way of access to God. Christian ordinances may 
be used of Satan for this purpose. A young man 
said to me recently at the close of a Gospel service, 
when I asked him if he was a Christian : " Yes ; I 
have been baptised, I am a member of a church, 
and I live a good moral life, and therefore I have 
every right to call myself a Christian." He �ade 
no reference whatever to Christ the Saviour of 
sinners, and in speaking thus he was but voicing 
the opinions of thousands of others who have not 
entered into the fold of God through Christ the 
only door. While Christian ordinances are of 
value, and are valued by all true believers, yet 
nowhere do we read in Scripture that spiritual life 
comes that way. 

(2) Note further, Christ says, " I am the door."
He is the door exclusively. As a Saviour Christ 
stands alone, and shares this honour with none 
other, not with a Moses, Paul, or Peter, or any 
other religious leader. There is a false charity 
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abroad which says : " It matters little what 
you believe so long as you are sincere." Not so did 
the apostles preach. If that had been their 
message they -would not have been persecuted. 
Listen to Peter : " There is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby :we must be 
saved " (Acts iv. 12). Paul in I Cor. iii. II states : 
'' For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ." If you were sick, 
and went to your medicine-chest to get a remedy 
for your complaint, you would not say it matters 
little what medicine I take so long as I am sincere. 
People have been·knownto take poison by mistake, 
and have died in consequence. The fact that it 
was taken sincerely did not lessen the deadly effect 

· of the drug. There is but one way of salvation,
and please note carefully that Christ says: "I
am the door." .

(3) " If ANY man enter in." These words, " any
man," show that Christ i� the door universally.
When God loved, He loved the world, and His
invitation is extended to all, whether prince, peer,
pauper, or peasant. The command of the Lord is
to make disciples of all nations, whether white, red,
black, or yellow. In Rev. iii. 20 there are ·found
these sweet words spoken by the ascended Lord :
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him and sup with him, and he with Me."
Nothing could be clearer Jhan that God is no
respecter of persons. While there are none of us
who deserve salvation, it can be. possessed by all
who desire it. You cannot come without your sins,
so Christ invites the weary and the heavy-laden,
and the moment He is accepted as Saviour
and confessed as Lord the burden is gone, and
the blessedness of the one whose transgressions

E 



66 ETERNAL LIFE 

are forgiven and whose sins are covered is 
. yours. 

(4) The following words show that Christ is the
door certainly, for He says if any man enter in 
" he shall be saved." There are some well-meaning 
religious people who object to Christian·s affirming 
with the fullest assurance that they are saved, and 
regard such confidence as evincing a lack of the 
grace of humility which should mark every follower 
of the Lord Jesus. Surely those who proffer such 
objections have not carefully considered this and 
many other verses of Scripture which positively 
assert that the believer in the Lord Jesus is saved 
now from the doom that threatened him. It is 
true that in .another sense the Christian is being 
saved during the whole of his earthly life from tp.e 
power of sin that is still within, and that he looks 
-forward with joy to being saved ultimately from
the very presence of sin, but he also rejoices in the
knowledge that he has already been delivered ftom
the authority of darkness, and has been translated
into the kingdom of the Son of His love. (Col.
i. 13). When Paul wrote to the Ephesian Chris
tians, he penned words which· apply to all true
believers: "By grace are ye saved through faith, -
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God."
It is not an evidence of humility to doubt God.
That is unbelief, and unbelief is sin. Have you
thought it too good to be true that you can be
really saved and know it, and that your fears can
be for ever set at rest ? Hearken to the words of
the Lord of Life and the Saviour of men : " If any
man enter in he shall be saved." If the word of
God says one thing and your .heart says another,
disbelieve your heart and believe God, and you
will have occasion to rejoice because your name is
-written in heaven. The message .given by Paul
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and Silas to the Philippian jailer is the message 
also for you : '' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved." 

(5) The completeness of this salvation is indi
cated by the words: "Shall go in and out and 
find pasture." ·we cannot become adoring wor
shippers until we have become the recipients of 
eternal life. To enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus is the privilege of all true believers. We 
go in, as holy priests, within the veil, and enjoy 
communion with God, who is now our .Father. 
True service then becomes possible, and we "go 
out,, as witnesses amongst our fellows, telling 
what great things the Lord has done for us. 

Let �e pres_s upon you in conclusion th� impor
tance of entering in. An open door is. set before you: 
" St.rive to enter in at the strait gate." · Until you 
step in faith across the threshold you are on the 
outside of the door, but you can, while you read 
these lines, enter in. Say in your heart now � 

" I do believe, I will believe, 
Th�t Jesus died for me,. 

That on the Cross He shed His blood 
From sin to set me free." 



WAGES OR GIFT, 

WHICH? 

BY R. HAWTHORNE, BELFAST. 

THE following question was put to the Lord Jesus 
Christ by a lawy�r: '' What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life? " (Luke x. 25). Thi? man, like many 
others,. could talk about eternal life, but was 
destitute of it and was ignorant as to h9w it could 
be obtained. Besides, his question was not an 
honest OD:e, otherwise the - Lord would. have 
answered differently. The Lord replied by asking 
two questions: "What is written in the law? 
How readest thou? " (v. 26), and he- answering 
said, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul," etc. (v. 27). The 
reply of the Lord was, " Thou hast answered right, 
this do and thou shalt live" (v. 28). Notice, God's 
Son did not say, "This do and thou shalt have 
eternal life." Why? Because the law is a system 
of works, it cannot give life. "By the de�ds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin '' (Rom. 
iii. 20).

What is eternal life? It is God's gift, for it is
written, "For the wages of sin is death but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord " (Rom. vi. 23).. Two things are before us 
here-" Wages" and "Gift." Each of us have 
earned the wages '' for all have sinned and come 
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short of the glory of Gqd " (Rom. iii. 23). Man by 
nature is a sinner-'' Behold I was shapen in 
.iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me" 
(Ps. li. 5). He is· also a child of wrath (Eph. ii. 3). 
This shuts him out not only from heaven but from 
God's Kingdom now ( r Cor. xv. 50). No child of 
Adam, as such, shall ever tread the golden streets 
above, or follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth 
through the ceaseless ages of eternity. A change 
inward and radical must take place. This change 
is spoken of as a birth from above. " Ye must be 
born again'' (John iii. 7). The sinner is '' dead in 
trespasses and sins'' (Eph. ii. r). _Reader, consider 
seriously your condi,tion before God and in the 
light of ·eternity. Ceaseless ages are -before you. 
Have you life, eternal life? If not, we tell you 
earnestly you cannot go to heaven without it. 
You will never be there. Ponder these words of 
the Lord Jesus Christ: "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a rrian (i.e. any one) be born again 
(from above, margin) he cannot see the kingdom 
of God '' (John iii. 3). No one ever has or ever shall 
be admitted into the kingdom without Everlasting 
Life, and remember the kingdom is entered now, 
not at death, and neither natural pirth, baptism, 
confirmation, nor the_ Lord's supper can put you 
there. Nevertheless multitudes believe so and 
trust in these. Does the reader? If so, may the 
Lord give you to see that by" being' born again' 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible by the 
word of God which liveth and abideth for ever " is 
life eternal imparted (r Pet. i. 23; John iii. 36). 
No ordinances, however scriptural, can give you 
life or fit you for God' s presence. Look at Israel 
in Isa. i. 6. They had both law and ordinances, yet 
God's description of /them is " From the sole of 
the foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
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in it ; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores." Are the Gentiles any better in the eyes of 
the Lord ? Nay verily. Tum to Paul's epistle 
to the Romans. In eh. i. God deals with the 
Gentiles, in 'eh. ii. with the. Jews, brings both 
together in eh. iii. and stamps upon one and all 
NO DIFFERENCE. If man is described in the first 
chapter of Isaiah from the feet upward and in the 
third chapter of Romans from the head downward, 
the result is the same .. He is a sinful being. He 
stands in need of divine life. Be it remembered 
this is God's testimony concerning ev�ry man, let 
him think or say what he will. In eternity past 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, entered into and settled the counsels of 
redemption. The Lord Jesus was· set apart to 
become on earth God's Servant and the sacrifice 
for sin. " When the fulness of time was come God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman" (Gal. iv. 4), 
and as He came forth He said," Lo, I come to do 
Thy Will, 0 God" (Heb. x. g). As Jehovah's 
Servant He has accomplished the will of God. It 
was not done before He came nor since, as He did 
it sinlessly, perfectly, to the satisfaction and glory 
of God (Matt. iii. 17; John xvii. 4). Now listen 
to Him again as He speaks to men-'' I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly" (John x. 10). Again 
He speaks, saying, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that believeth on Me hath everlasting life " 
(vi. 47). This necessitated His going to Calvary 
and dying there. " Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone " (John 
xii. 24). The Son of God has suffered on the cross
for sins and sinners (1 Pet. iii. 18). Death, sin's
wages (Rom. vi. 23) was meted out to Him. What
sufferings were His when He bare our sins in His
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own body on the tree (r Pet. ii. 24), when God's 
awful judgment fell on Him there, all His bones 
were out of joint. His" heart melted in the midst 
of His bowels " and in deep anguish of soul He· 
cried, "Thy wrath Heth hard upon Me, and rhou 
hast afflicted me with all Thy waves" (Ps. lxxxviii. 
7). " But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquiti�s " (Isa. liii. 5). 
He suffered that we might never suffer. He died 
that we might live. . He was taken down from the 
Cross and was buried in Joseph' s new tomb where 
"He lay three days and three nights. Forth from 
the tomb He came the third day bringing life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel" (2 Tim. 
i. ro). He now gives eternal life. He imparts it
freely, and those who possess it'shall never perish
(John x. 28). Anyone can have it. It is offered to
all: '� For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life "
(John iii. r6). Have you eternal life? If not, the
reason isn't far to seek-you have not come as a
lost sinner and put your trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Come now, for it is written : " Behold,
now is the day of salvation " (2 Cor. vi. 2). To
morrow may be too late. Time is short .. Eternity 
is near, real ·and sure. Death must be faced. To 
die without eternal life is to perish eternally. 
Christ said to some, " Ye will not come to Me that 
ye might have life" (John v. 40), and in Paul's day 
some put the word of God from them and judged 
themselves unworthy of everlasting life (Acts xiii. 
46). 

What will you do, reader? God waits for your 
choice (Rom. vi. 23), and would, as to Israel 
of old, advise you to choose life (Deut. xxx. rg). 
Do not hesitate a moment longer. It is folly to 
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delay: eternal issues are at stake. Death stalks 
the land, removing young and old from time into· 
Eternity; some to heaven some to hell. Think, 
we entreat · you, on the figures used by the 
Spirit of the living God to illustrate the brevity 
of life. It is " a tale " (Ps. xc. g) .; " a post " 
(Job ix. 25) ; "an hand breadth" (Ps. xxxix. 5); 
" a sleep " (Ps. xc. S) ; " a shadow" (Ecc. 
vi. 12) ; " a vapour " (J as. iv. 14) ; " a flower"
(Job xiv. 2); "grass" (Isa. xi. 6); "wind"
(Job vii. 7). 

Another thing we would call your attention to 
is the coming of the Lord for His own ( r Thess. 
iv. r3 to the end). Those only are His who are in
the possession of eternal life. He calls them " My ...
sheep" (John x. 27). "And I give unto them
eternal life and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand"
(v. 28). When He comes, the door shall be shut
against all who have refused to be saved by
grace. 

In view of these two solemn events-Death and 
the coming of Christ, either of which may·overtake 
you at any moment, we therefore earnestly entreat 
you seriously to consider the necessity of accepting 
at once God's offer of eternal life promised before 
the world began (Titus i. 2), by receiving Christ as 
your own personal Saviour. There is no other way 
whereby you can obtain it. " He that hath the 
SoN hath life and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life." "These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God 
that ye may KNOW that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God" (r John v. 12-13). 

A personal word in closing : Thirty-three years 
ago the writer became the happy possessor of 
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eternal life through believing on the Lord Jesus. 
"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life but the wrath of God abideth on him ,, (John 
iii. 36) .

..... 



THE NEW BIRTH AND 

ETERNAL LIFE 

BY GEo. McDONALD, DUBLIN. 

" BY one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned " (Rom. v. r2). Such is God's 
pronouncement upon the race, of which you and 
I are members. The common lot of man is to die, 
and after that the judgment. Whatever the 
natural man might profess, the Lord Jesus "needed 
n9t that any should testify of man : for He knew 
what was in man" (John ii. 25). The very men 
who liked to see His miracles cried afterwards, 
"Away with Him; crucify Him." 

When the Lord said He could not trust man, 
one of the very best kind of men the world could 
produce is brought upon the scene. Before he 
came to Jesus, Nicodemus doubtless hoped to be 
in heaven, and he would have felt insulted if told 
he was fit only for hell. His hopes of seeing or 
entering the kingdom of God as he was, a moral, 
religious, conscientious man if you like, were 
shattered on the very threshold by this Teacher 
come from God, who said, "Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.'' The ruler was puzzled : 
he could not see. Nicodemus was a Jew by birth, 
and thus entitled to all the privileges of a son of 
Abraham, so that the necessity of a new birth in 
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order to see the kingdom of God must have 
humbled him. The ground upon which he held all 
his privileges, distinctions and attainments ·was 
cut from under his feet, and he was left with 
nothing whatever of his own to secure a position in 
the kingdom. 

This man of the Pharisees said, "How _can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be 

_ born?" Even if he could, nothing more would 
be gained by a second natural birth than by the 
first; he would be a natural man still. The Lord 
replies, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." Water here does 
not'mean baptism; it is the figure.of the Word of 
God (John iv: 10; Eph. v. 6; I Pet. i. 26), which 
the Spirit uses. The repentant thief went from a 
cross to be with Christ. in paradise .without being 
baptised with water. Peter said to Simon Magus, 
though baptised, " Thy _money perish witli thee " 
(Acts viii ... 20), so that there are positive and 
negative instances recorded in Scripture where 
water baptism had no effect on an entry into 
heaven.- I value baptism greatly, but it is not new· 
birth. 

You and I need a new life and a new nature 
before we can know and enjoy God. The flesh 
partakes of the nature of its source ; upon it God 
has pronounced the sentence of death ; it is ruined 
beyond remedy. Regeneration-is.not a change of 
the old nature. The Spirit who is the agent in the 
new birth does not alter the old nature; but 
creates a new man in righteousness (Eph. iv. 24). 
Scripture sh�ws that it is not God's purpose to 
improve a thing that is irrecoverably ruined, but 
to create something entirely new. He will not put 



76 ETERNAL LIFE 

a new piece upon an old garment, but ,vill give a 
new garment altogether. No operation of the Holy 
Spirit will ever make the flesh spiritual : it will 
remain flesh to the end ; but the Spipt will create 
a new man with a new nature. A child partakes 
of the nature of its parents ; and the believer is 
made a· partaker of _the "divine nature" (2 
Pet. i. 4). 

Many like Nicodemus have since said, "How 
can these things be ? " Now that the truth about 
the natural man has been declared by the Lord 
Jesus, and the Agent (the Spirit) and the instru
ment (the Word), the inquirer is directed to a work 
done outside of himself, and to the means by which 
he can obtain the benefit of that work. " Ye must 
be born again " would make Nicodemus think of 
himself, but" the Son of man must be lifted up" 
would direct his th9ughts to another. Many are 
occupied with the process of regeneration instead 
of the means of the new birth. They are examining 
themselves in place of looking to Christ. An 
Israelite would have gained nothing by looking 
at his wound, bµt he would be cured by looking at 
the· serpent. A man gains nothing by looking at 
himself, but receives everlasting life by looking 
to Jesus. 

Since "flesh and blood cannot inherit the king
dom of God" (I Cor. xv. 50), the new birth 
becomes an indispensable necessity. No nature 
except a divine, unfallen nature could be suitable 
for that kingdom, for unless I am a partaker of the 
divine nature I cannot know God. He will not 
lower His standard to my condition as a member 
of a fallen race, but He has made it blessedly 
possible for me by the new birth to be brought into 
a vital relationship with Himself as a child of God. 
And so the Lord Jesus states the ground upon 
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which this can be done : " As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" 
(John iii. 14-16). If Jesus stopped Nicodemus at 
the very threshold of the kingdom with the most 
certain declaration of a necessity he had never 
apprehended before, He now. points him to Himself 
lifted up to attract the eye of faith, as the only 
means by which the believer possesses eternal life, 
and shows that everything needed for an entry into 
the kingdom of God has been provided by God 
Himself. 

The Saviour of the lost was lifted up between 
heaven and earth, the days-man between God 
and sinners, the true object of faith. " And I, if 
I· be lifted up from the earth, ·will draw all men 
unto Me" (John xii. 32). 

"There is life in a look at the crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee ; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him, and be saved, 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree." 

Faith is the only possible way of being brought 
into possession of eternal life. The moment a man 
receives Christ he becomes a child of God (John i. 
r 2), and possess�s everlasting life. " Now are we 
the sons of God " ( t John iii. 2). We do not attain 
to this relationship "by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost " (Titus iii. S). The 
operation of the Spirit by the Word results in life. 
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
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life ; and he that believeth not the Son· shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John iii. 36). 

By this, dear reader, you see plainly that you 
have either eternal life, or are under God's wrath, 
which may burst upon you at any moment. You 
are either condemned, or ready for the Lord to 
come and take you home to glory. 

'"-

"0 Christ,. I hear Thy cry, " 'Tis :finished," pealing; 
Words to me dear, for there I find my healing. 
Suspended high, on Thee the curse descended ; 
And Thou didst die, and so my soul befriended. 

Thy cross is bare, Thy grave, 0 Christ, is empty; 
And now I share the love of Him who sent Thee. 
'Tis only so that sins can be forgiven, 
And sinners go to dwell with Thee in heaven." (A.M.) 

I commend my Saviour to you. Your accep
tance of Him :would not only bring you the know
ledge of your sins forgiven, the possession of eternal 
life, and the assurance of heav�n, but such bound
less .happiness to your soul here, such· deep, 
unfathomable joy, which you -could not obtain 
elsewhere than in Christ. Now is the time to know 
Him, and if y9u do not know Him in time you will 
never know Him in eternity. If you will not have 
Him now, you will not get Him then. ·1f you enter 
eternity without Christ, you will: spend its endless 
ages in agonies and remorse without Him. It is 
now you must be His if you would be with and like 
Him for ever. As I am persuaded of the realities 
of heaven and its blessedness, of hell and its 
torments, of the salvation of God and its eternal 
joys, I affectionately implore you to hear the 
warning voice of God in His word. Faith �o��th
by hearing, so " Hear, and your soul shall hve. 



ETERNAL LIFE· 
. . 

Accepted or Rejected? 

BY T. BAIRD, U.S.A. 

JOHN BUNYAN describes Graceless fleeing from the 
City of Destruction with his fingers thrust deeply 
in his ears, shouting "LIFE, LIFE, ETERNAL LIFE." 
A most-dramatic _opening to a wonderful journey. 
And no wonder, for the opposite to ETERNAL LIFE 
is ETERNAL DEATH. 

All along the Pilgrim's Journey Graceless had to 
exercise the grace of deafness. When Obstinate 
and Pliable pursued him to persuade him to return 
to the City of Destruction; he was adamant. And 
at other points of the journey we see him as deaf 
as a post to every overture to draw back. In 
Vanity Fair he stood strong and faithful, and he 
resisted the temptation to · enter . the enchanted 
ground. Mr. Worldly Wiseman prevailed over him 
temporarily and induced him to disregard the 
instructions of Evangelist. On his way to the 
Town of Morality to consult Mr� Legality and his 
son Civility, he nearly lost his life at the base of 
Sinai. 

He retraced his steps to the Wicket Gate, where 
Mr. Good Will gave him a warm welcome. Hence 
to the Cross, where he was delivered from his 
burden, and bowing his head there before the 
Crucified, he exclaime,d: 
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" Blest Cross, Blest Sepulchre, yea rather Blessed be, 
The Man that there was put to shame for me." 

It is a memorable day. in the history of any 
person when they discover that they are '' DEAD
IN TRESPASSES AND IN SINS,, (Eph. ii. 1).- There 
are two words which religious people bitterly 
resent. They will not confess that they are LOST,
neither will they admit that they are DEAD. But 
the Bible· affirms that both these conditions are 
true and universal. " The Son of man is come to 
seek and save that which is lost ,, (Luke xix. 10). 
Religious people do; not_ like the word SAVED when 
applied to the soul. They understand it when 
used to describe seamen saved from shipwreck, 
or persons delivered from a burning building ; but 
to be saved in a religious sense is to them absurd 
and unnecessary. But God's Word abides the 
same after men have used their most subtle 
sophistries to evade the issue. 

To show the tremendous importance of our 
theme, the words "ETERNAL LIFE" occur exactly 
THIRTY TIMES in our excellent authorised New 
Testament Scriptures. It is well for us to accept 
the word ETERNAL as meaning ETERNAL, and the 
word LIFE as indicating LIFE in its fullest, deepest, 
highest and broadest sense. Nibbling at and 
quibbling over the Holy Word of God is unworthy 
of every true Christian. 

Then again we must discriminate and differen
tiate between mere existence and real life. A 
boulder exists; but it has no life. Human beings 
have both existence and life. 

The Eternal Persons and things of Scripture are 
very interesting, instructive, and also deeply 
impressive. A list of these might be added and 
prove advantageous to our study. 
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I. THE ETERNAL GoD . . Deut. xxxiii. 27 
II. THE ETERNAL GODHEAD OF

GoD . . . Rom. i. 20 
III. ETERNAL �IFE . John xvii. 3 
IV. ETERNAL PURPOSE . Eph. iii. II

V. THE ETE_RNAL SPIRIT . Heb. ix� I4.

VI. ETERNAL SALVATION. . Heb. v. g 
VII. ETERNAL REDEMPTION . Heb. ix. I2 

. . 

VIII. ETERNAL INHERITANC� Heb. ix. rs
IX. AN ETERNAL HousE . . 2 Cor. v. r 

X. ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY 2 Cor. iv. 17
XI. ETERNAL THINGS . 2 Cor� iv. r8 

XII. ETERNAL GLORY . 2 Tim. ii IO 
XIII. ETERNAL JUDGMENT . . Heb. vi. 2 
XIV. ETERNAL DAMNATION . Mark iii. 29 

XV. ,ETERNAL FIRE Jude 7·

_The prefix in each case indicates the endlessness 
of duration. To question the endlessness of punish

. ment is to impugn the Everlastingness of Goq.. 
The same word is used to describe both. 

The conspicuous thing about this ETERNAL LIFE 
is that it is offered to mankind in the form of a 

, GIFT (see Rom: vi. 23). A gift in contrast to 
WAGES. Wages are something we earn by our own 
effort. A gift is something we receive from the 
hand of another, freely. If men will work for sin, 

.. then they must receive sin's wages, whicp. is DE.A.TH. 
If men will consent to accept God's gift-which is 
ETERNAL LIFE, it will be freely bestowed upon 
them through Jesus Christ our Lord. Men cannot 
borrow LIFE from God because He does not lend it. 
Men neither purchase LIFE from God because He 
does not sell it. But in the fullness of His com
passionate heart He offers it to all mankind 
" without money and without price " (Isa. lv. r). 

A lady lay in the last throes of life. The family 
'f' 
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physician ordered grapes to be broken and the 
juice to be applied to the lips of the sufferer to 
keep them moist. The time of grapes had not yet 
come, and so the family had great difficulty in 
obtaining them. After a fruitless search a member 
of the family circle, passing a rich gentleman's 
conservatory, saw clusters of grapes, both white 
and dark, hanging from the vines. Looking in 
wistfully through the glass frame-work she saw 
a young lady dressed in pure white.garments, and 
she was snipping off the beautiful grapes with 
silver scissors and placing them tastefully on a 
silver salver. The girl outside tapped on the glass 
panes to attract the attention of the youp.g -lady 
inside the conservatory. She opened the door and 
after hearing the story of the dying mother she 
re-entered the conservatory- and cutting off two 
beauti_ful bunches of grapes she gave them to the 
girl outside. On being asked the price of the fruit 
the young lady within made this wonderful answer: 
"MY FATHER gives, HE NEVER sells." And on the 
same terms does God give ETERNAL LIFE to sinners. 
Oh listen, listless reader, if you could as�emble all 
the wealth of earth and lay it at God's feet as the 
purchased price of your soul, He woulq. scorn it 
and spurn it, and looking on you with infinite pity 
would say: "THY MONEY PERISH .:WITH THEE 
BECAUSE THOU HAST THOUGHT THAT THE GIFT OF 
GOD MAY BE PURCHASED WITH MONEY�' (Acts 
viii. 20). The Holy Scriptures again and again
return to and reiterate this statement that
SALVATION IS ENTIRELY OF GRACE (Eph. ii. 8-10).
But men seem slow to learn this elementary fact
of the Gospel.

"BY GRACE ARE SAVED THROUGH FAITH; AND 
THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES: IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD. 
NOT OF WORKS LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST." 
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ThB godly Rutherford was wont to affirm that 
if God permitted him to put one tiny stitch in the 
garment of salvation he would have thought that 
one stitch of his was better than the whole garment. 
But boasting is EXCLUDED, and the person who 
thinks it is not is.DELUDED. 

WHERE IS BOASTING THEN? IT IS EXCLUDED. 
BY WHAT LAW? OF WORKS? NAY: BUT BY THE 
LAW OF FAITH (Rom. iii. 27). 

Away back in the Old-Testament Scriptures God 
seemed to forecast and outline the character of the 
New Testament Salvation. 

IN THE OLD TESTAMENl' THE NEW TESTA�ENT IS 
becalmed. 
. IN THE NEW TESTAMENT THE OLD TESTAMENT IS 
embalmed. The new Testament lay in the Old 
Testament becalmed like a sailing vessel on the 
bosom of the great ocean waiting for the breath of 
the Holy Spirit to supply the power for progress. 
And so w.e find the prophet Micah who was 
inspired of God to set forth the great truth con
cerning the incarnation of Christ and at the same 
time His everlasting Godhead (Mic. v. r-2). This 
same seer also declares the futility of securing 
salvation by merit or effort on the part of mankind. 
Listen to his mighty moving words. 

" WILL THE LORD BE PLEASED WITH THOUSANDS 
OF RAMS OR WITH TEN THOUSANDS OF RIVERS OF 
OIL? " (Mic. vi. 7). No, no, He would not be. 

" SHALL I GIVE MY FIRSTBORN FOR MY TRANS
GRESSION, THE fruit of my body FOR THE sin of my 
soul? ,, (Mic. vi. 7). Nay, nay, the fruit of a man's 
body can· never be accepted to cover the sin of his 
soul. All efforts at self salvation a"l:e doomed to 
failure. 

Let it be also necessary for us to dwell on 
the fact that ETERNAi LIFE IS THE Gift of God, 
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What dignity and majesty this exalted thought 
conveys. 

During the Boer War the late Queen Victoria 
sent out ten thousand boxes of chocolate as a 
Christmas gift to the soldiers. The men of Lord 
Methuen's column were paraded at Orange River 
to receive this love-gift from the Queen. The joy 
of the troops knew no bounds on this occasion. 
The box was worth about a shilling, but some men 
sold their boxes to other soldiers who did not get 
one for a large sum. So great was the desire of some 
soldiers to possess the Queen's chocolate box. But 
one soldier for some unexplained reason cast his 
box in the fire, and standing over it, he raked the 
burning embers over it until it was completely 
consumed. Some · soldier told the commanding 
officer what the soldier had done, and the officer 
inquired if he had cursed the Queen when he was 
burning her gift. The other soldier replied, "No, 
sir." Then it can be nothing to him, said the 
officer, but he was a very foolish man to burn the 
chocolate instead of eating it. 

What about those who despise and spurn THE 
GIFT OF Gon WHICH IS ETERNAL LIFE ? That is an 
offence and an insult to the GREAT GOD OF HEAVEN. 

The love of God to all mankind is the most 
amazing thing in all earth's chequered history. 
Let us present it in this way. God took the thing 
that He hated most and laid it upon the person He 
loved most. The thing God hated most was sin. 
The person He loved most was Christ, and yet He 
took the thing He hated most and laid it upon 
Him whom He .loved most (Jer. xliv. 4; John 
iii. 16).

The humiliation of the Lord Jesus Christ is one
of the most inexplicable things in all the literature 
of the world. But let it be well understood that 
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HE HUMBLED Himself. He was not humbled by 
God,nor man. It was His own voluntary act. HE 
MADE HIMSELF OF no REPUTATION. It was He 
Himself who did it (Phil. ii. 5-8). In these three 
solemn verses Christ is the Chief Actor. But could 
He so humble Himself that He ceased to be Him
self? This truth clearly apprehended would 
destroy all the empty twaddle men have talked 
over the " Kenosis " theory. Then God becomes 
the Chief Actor from verses g-11. Christ did the 
humbling and God did the exalting. Then we have 

. that marvellous verse in Acts viii. 33, "In His 
humiliation His Judgment was taken away" 
When He reached "the death of the Cross" He 
could go no lower. The living God interposed, and 
would -suffer men to proceed no further. He 
commenced His life with the beasts in the stall, and 
concluded it amongst thieves. He commenced his 
earthly career amidst animals, and terminated it 
amidst criminals. 

And now in conclusion, dear reader, let me urge 
upon you the necessity of receiving this ETERNAL 
LIFE so freely offered to you through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Years ago there was a very popular tract 
entitled: "Let go the twig, and I will save you." 
A young lady who was anxiously seeking salvation, 
dreamt one night that she had fallen over the edge 
of a steep cliff> and in her descent had clutched a 
twig growing on the side of the cliff. There she 
thought she liung, far from the bottom of the rock. 
Suddenly she heard a voice from beneath calling 
to her: "Let go the twig, and I will save you." 
For a long time she hesitated for that twig seemed 
her only safety, but at last she let go, and in her 
dream found herself safe in the arms of her deliverer. 
When she woke, she understood that she must let 
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go the twig of unbelief and fall into the arms of 
her Saviour, and she did so. You too, dear reader, 
are perhaps holding on to something instead of 
letting yourself go into the arms of the Lord. Let 
go the twig then, and trust Him NOW for the 
obtaining of that ETERNAL LIFE, which He DIED 
to bring you as THE GIFT OF GoD. 

" Come to Him quickly, 
Say to Him gladly, 
Lord, I am coming, 

Coming to-day." 



ETERNAL LIFE 

Its Possession and Results. 

BY A. McD. REDWOOD, INDIA. 

MAN first liv�d because God breathed into 
him the breath of life (Gen. ii. 7). From. that 
primitive fact arises all subsequent revelation, 
doctrine, and experience of the "Life that is life 
indeed." 

·The antithesis of Gen. ii. 7 is Rom. v. 12,
"Through one man (Adam) sin entered into the 
world and death by sin, and so death passed into 
all men, for that all sinned." It was the exact 
reversal of.God's work. He gave life, sin brought 
death. And death worked out in severing the 
relationship that existed between God and man
henceforth man has lived in spiri�ual distance 

· from God.
But God comes in once more. In fulfilment of

the eternal counsels of the Godhead the Son of
God is manifested in the world to bring in eternal
life. He Himself declares, "1 came that they m�y
have life, and that they may have it abundantly "
(John x. 10). As by one man sin entered and
death by sin, so by One and His death there comes
life-that is eternal. Life in Christ is God's gift to a
world spiritually dead. "God gave unto us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He th�t hath the
Son hath the life ; he that hath not the Son of God.
hath not the life" (r John v. ir-12). "The gift of
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God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord," 
in complete contrast to " the wages of sin is death " 
(Rom. vi. 23). So that the havoc sin wrought is 
in turn reversed, and "Christ Jesus abolished 
death, and brought life and incorruptibility to 
light through the Gospel" (2 Tim. i. ro). And the 
revealed motive behind all is the love of God, the 
source of every go9d and perfect gift: "Herein 
was the love of God manifested in us (not merely 
'in our case,' as R.V.M., but' in us,' as the medium 
or sphere in which it was revealed) that God sent 
His only begotten Son into the world that we might 
live through Him " (r John iv. g). 

The apostle Paul, gathering up the varied 
thought of this glorious theme into one brief word, 
writes : " We were by nature children (see on this 
term below) of wrath, even as the rest-.But God 
being rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith 
He loved us, even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, quickened us together with Christ'' 
(Eph. ii. 3-4-5-see also verse 6). That statement 
carries us much f�rther on than John x. ro, etc., 
but it includes all and more. As we shall proceed 
to consider, it reveals the fact that eternal life is 
fellowship with God. I_f death is separation, from 
God into increasing darkness, life is fellowship into 
increasing light, for "the path of the just (or 
' righteous,' cf. Rom. v. 17-18) is as the shining 
light that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day " (Prov. iv. 18). 

The fundamental idea underlying the New 
Testament revelation of eternal life is vital rela
tionship with God through Jesus Christ in the 
energy of the Holy Spirit. In dealing with 
Nicodemus the Lord begins by asserting the 
necessity of the new birth: "Except a man be 
born anew {or .fro.in above), he cannot see the 
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kingdom of God " (John iii. 3). He proceeds to 
show that it is by the Holy Spirit and the Word 
(" water " here is not baptism, but symbolic of 
the cleansing effected by the Word, as could be 
proved) that man is born anew (verse 5). " It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth 
nothing " (John vi. 63-a verse over which there 
has been much controversy, but which seems to 
us to refer indubitably to the Holy Spirit in con
trast to the flesh). '' Of His own Will He brought 
us forth by the Word of truth 

,, (J as. i. r8). 
"Having been begotten again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, through the Word of 
God" (r Pet. i. 23). Thus it is by the new birth 
(and by no other means) that we are introduced 
into this vital relationship .. 

In the writings of John this relationship is 
expressed by the phrase " children of God "
with· which is connected " begotten of God," and 
two or three other similar, though distinct, phrases. 
The first thought to be taken from the phrase is 
that of the communication of the divine life by a 
divine act of the· Spirit of: God, in response to 
believing faith in Christ. " To as many as 
received Him, to them gave He the right (power, 
authority) to become children of God, even to them 
that believe on His name. Which were begotten 
not of blood, -nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God

,, (John i. r3). (See the
following references and their context : I John 
ii. g; iii. g; iv. 7; v. I, 4, r8-all of which are in
the perfect tense, which regards the initial fact in
its abidingness),· "He ih�! is of God heareth the
words of God (John v111. 47; cf. 3 John II;

I John iii. IO; iv. 6). 
Westcott points out that the idea of teknon

(child) as it is pres�nted to us by John includes 
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the two notions of the presence of the divine 
principle and the action of human growth. " The 
child is made to share in his Father's nature 
(cf. 2 Pet._( 4), and he uses in progressive advance 
the powers which he has received." He goes on 
to state that, "it is therefore easily intelligible 
why John never uses the title son (huios), the name 

. of definite dignity and privilege, to describe the 
relation of Christians to God." The title "sons 
of God " is used more· characteristically by Paul 
(see Rom. viii. 14, 15), in describing the attainment 
of spiritual understanding and maturity of charac
ter on the part of the child of God. We become 
children of God by the communication of .a new 
life, and that establishes the vital relationship 
which issues in the full realisation of sonship. The 
one· term stresses the necessity of the new birth, 
the other the position of privilege into which 
adoption brings us. 

The above considerations enable us to distin
guish immediately between the natural life pos
sessed by all men and eternal life as the gift of God. 
" That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (Johri iii. 6). 
All men have natural life, not all have eternal life. 
Therefore the term Fatherhood of God is not 
admissible in referring to mankind in general. 
God is the Father of those who are children of God 
by communication of a new life-and of none 
other. This needs to be emphasisep. mote than 
ever to-day, for men are willingly blind to the 
difference. It is only to "as many as received

Him, to them gave He the right to become 
children of'God, ·even to them that believe on His 
name.'' 

This brings us to the manner by which we enter 
upon this vital relationship-whilst in one aspect 



ITS POSSESSION AND RESULTS 91 

it is the work of God by the Holy Spirit, in an 
essential, complementary aspect there is seen the 
active exercise of faith on the part of man. '' Verily 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word, 
and believeth Him that sent Me, hath eternal 
life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath 
passed out of death into life '' (John v. 24 ; see also 
verse 25, and iii. 15). But in case we should ever 
be tempted to limit or lower the quality and 
en�rgy o.f that faith which is to be exercised, John 
gives us the measure of its meaning in the memor
able discourse of our L'ord in John vi. 47-48. The 
faith that would appropriate is not to be mere 
intellectual assent to a doctrine or a theory, but 
the opening up of the whole being to the incoming 
of the very life of Christ as made communicable to 
us through His life and His death as perfect man. 
To "eat" and to "drink" is to " take to oneself 
by a voluntary act that which is without, and then 
to assimilate it and make part of oneself. It is, as 
it were, faith regarded in its converse action. 
Faith throws the believer upon and into its object ; 
this spiritual eating and drinking brings the object 
of faith into the believer." 

Of course we must be careful not to make the 
subjective idea- of faith, that is, faith as. an active 
exercise of the mind, affections and will, appear so 
large as to exclude the object upon which it is to 
be fixed. A sinner, realising his lost condition and 
longing for salvation, will not stop to consider how 
much or how little faith he may have, or whether it 
is of the right kind, he will (we might almost say, 
instinctively) reach out the hand of faith and 
receive the proffered gift, resting in the assurance 
that God is true to His Word. That is saving faith, 
appropriating .faith, and without it men can have 
"no life in themselves." But this gift of Christ, of 
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" His flesh and His blood," becomes a well-spring 
within "unto eternal life." 

Eternal life is a present possession. This point 
is specially emphasised in John's writings. He 
writes the Gospel that " we might believe," and 
believing have life in His Name " (John xx. 31) ; 
and he writes his epistle "that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life" (r John v. 13). Whilst there 
are passages ·in the New Testament such as 
Matt. xix. 29 ; Luke xviii. 30 ; Titus iii. 5 ; etc. , 
which point to a future realisation in richer and 
fuller measure, Christ's own words are clear and 
decisive, " hath everlasting life " (see John v. 24 ; 
vi. 47; etc.). It is to be enjoyed in the present
amid all the inevitable limitations of earthly
·environment and the presence of sin. And what is
more, once possessed it can never be lost. It is
eternal not merely as to duration, but in its efficacy
and possession. The one who has it '' cometh not
into judgment," but "hath passed out of death."
" They shall never perish " (John x. 28). Christ
Himself is the guarantee-" Because I live ye shall
live also" (John xiv. 19).

The nearest approach to a definition of eternal
life is found in John xvii. 3 ,  " And this is life
eternal, that they might know Thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent." It
is not a definition in the usual sense of the word,
but it -is Christ's own description of eternal life,
and reveals His conception of it. It is to know
God and His Christ. "This knowledge is vastly
more than mere intellectual perception or under
standing. It is moral knowledge, it is personal
acquaintance, it is fellowship, a contact, if we may
so speak, of personality with personality, an inner
affinity �nd sympathy, an experience of similar
thoughts, emotions, purposes, motives, desires, an
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interchange of the heart's deepest feelings and 
experiences. It is a bringing of the whole per
sonality of man into right relationship with the 
personality of God. This relation is ethical, per
sonal, binding the two together with ties which 
nothing can separate. It is into this experience 
that Jesus Christ came to bring men " (Dr. J. J. 
Reeve). 

Such a knowledge is not arrived at all at once. 
As Westcott points out the " that " (hina) ex
presses an aim, an end, and not only a fa:ct .. So too 
the tense of the verb (ginosoksi) marks "continu
ance, progress, and not a perfect and past appre
hension gained once for all." It is always 
advancing from glory to glory (see 2 Cor. iii. 18; 
and cf. iv. 6). 
· But we must conclude this very inadequate

treatment of a vast subject by a brief reference to 
whaf may be terined the more experimental aspect 
of it. This· new life in Christ is not to be treated as 
a theory but is to be lived out in daily experience. 
We are to let it work out in all the varied circum
stances that go to make up our life. John ex
presses it "That we might live through Him" 
(r John iv. g). Paul states the same truth dif
ferently, " That they which live should no longer 
live unto themselves, but unto Him, who for their 
sakes died and rose again" (2 Cor. v. 15). The one 
informs us of the unfailing dynamic, the other of 
the alone objective-" unto Him." The Christ 
life is a practical life. 

There are three little words around which the 
greater part (though not all) of the teaching 
gathers. We shall summarise briefly: 

(r) .Turn first to Rom. vi. · II, " Even so (see
· verse ro) reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto
sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus!'" Paul views
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the believer as having qied with Christ to sin: 
"Our old man was crucified with Him " (verse 6). 
That is the first, but not the whole trot]).. He goes 
on to state we are" alive unto God" (cf. verse 13). 
That .is the other side. So that eternal life implies 
(or involves) two fundamental ideas not neces
sarily separated from each other in regard to time, 
but distinct in teaching and apprehension-first, 
crucifixion with Christ (see carefully Rom. vi. 6; 
Gal. ii. 2(); v. 24; vi. 14), which in other words 
means having died to sin, to the law, and to the 
world. The second thought is expressed in 
Rom. vi .. 4, "so we also might walk in newness of 
life " ; or, as verse II puts it, " alive unto God." 
It is to be noted that these are facts, the work of 
the Spirit ; but the believer's part (without which 
the facts are inoperative in practical life) is to 

" reckon ourselves to be dead (nekros) unto sin," 
to commit the whole being to their truth, and in 
faith to step out upon them for daily victory. 

(2) The next passage is Rom. xii. r, with which
we must couple Rom. vi. 13, 16, ·19, where the 
same word "present," or "yield," is found. 
" Present your bodies a living sacrifice . . . unto 
God .... " The body includes the whole man,· 
every faculty-body, soul, and spirit; will, affec
tions, and mind. As alive from the dead we are 
to present _our members as instruments of.righteous
ness. unto Go,d. In view of the loose thinking 
prevailing among Christians to-day we are im
pressed with the need of emphasising the teaching 
of this verse. We believe this presentation unto 
God is as truly an act, a conscious and deliberate 
act, of the soul as that of yielding. to ,Christ for 
salvation, or in any similar crisis. And in present
ing ourselves to God thus, we are to keep nothing 
back, or. it fails in its intention. What is more, just 
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as truly as the priests were consecrated to the 
service of the sanctuary and thenceforth were for 
their lifetime committed to that service, so the 
believer having presented himself a living sacrifice 
unto God is thenceforth to live only unto God, and 
not unto himself. How great the Church would 
be to-day if every believer carried out God's 
word! 

(3) The final passage is Col. iii. r-3, "If then ye
were raised with Christ (notice here again the close 
connection with the new birth and newness of life) 
SEEK • .  ," Every soul is born with the propen
sity to seek out, in all kinds of ways and spheres, 
that which will gratify, please and give rest. The 
world, the flesh and the Devil conspire to provide 
for that propensity in such manner as to blind the 
mind to God and shut Him out. The new-born 
man, with faculties redeemed and fitted for the 
new life, is to turn that God-giyen propensity to 
the pursuit of " the things above where Christ is 
seated on the right hand of God." For, the resur
rection promise is true for every new-born soul as 
for the Son of God Himself : " Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life; in Thy presence is fulness of joy; 
and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for ever
more." That promise is being fulfilled to-day and 
is not only for th� futur� glory to be revealed. And 
just as no man is ever successful in life who seeks 
half-heartedly, inconsequentially or ignorantly, so 
the Christian in things of the spirit. No one ever 
yet drifted irito victory over sin, enjoyn1ent of God, 
effectual prayer, ·or a Christlike life. Hence Paul 
exhorts Timothy, "Follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness" ; and 
in doing so it is suggestive to note that he use� 
exactly the same word by which he describes 
his previous mad zeal against God ( see his word 
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"persecuted" in Gal. i. r3 and Phil. iii. 6: also 
the same Greek word in Heh. xii. r4 ; I Thess. 
v. 15 ; Phil. iii. r4, etc.).

The believer's motto for the new life should ever
be '' For me to live is CHRIST.''



A GLORIOUS 

POSSIBILITY 
'-

BY JOSEPH STEY\7ART, BALLYMENA. 

"Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul : but rather fear Him which is able to destroy 
soul and body in hell " (Matt. x. 28). 

MAN shall live for EVER and EVER.· God's word 
teaches this in plain and simple language.· When 
man was formed (Gen. ii. 7), "The Lord God 
. . . breathed into his nostrils the breath of life : 
and ma,n became a living soul." Physical death 
may assail the body and reduce it to dust, but it 
cannot touch the soul ; it will remain for ever 
" A LIVING SOUL." The Lord Jesus Christ during 
His earthly minis�ry established this fact beyond 
question : many portions of Scripture might be 
cited in proof of this, but the following verses will 
suffice. In Matt. xii. 32, when speaking in connec
tion with the sin of blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, he says, " It shall _not be forgiven him, 
neither in this· world, neither in the world to come." 
Such words as these are meaningless apart' from 
the fact concerniµg man' S ETERNAL EXISTENCE. 
Agaip, in Luke's Gospel, eh. xvi, he ·speaks of two 
men who LIVED. and DIED, and who entered into 
ETERNITY. One passed into a state of conscious 
bliss, the other into a state of conscious tor
ment-one ALIVE in the comforts, of Paradise, 
the other ALIVE in the endless miseries of Hell. 

G 97 
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Thus God's word not only teaches eternal 
existence, but ETERNAL CONSCIOUS EXISTENCE

in Heaven or Hell-in glory or in gloom-the 
brightness of ete!nal day, or, the darkness of 
eternal night I 

Where will you be in Eternity ? Almost every 
one says, " Oh,. I should like to go to heaven 
when I die"; but it is surprising how few 
are willing to take God's way of getting there ! 
"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death" 
(Prov. xiv. r2). 

But perhaps the question may be asked : What 
is God's way? The Lord Jesus supplies the 
answer-John iii. 3-spoken to Nicodemus, but is 
applicable to us all. " Except a man be born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." Just as fish 
cannot live out of water, not having a nature to 
enjoy dry land, and as hens cannot live in water, 
because they would be out of their natural element, 
so man, apart from the NEW BIRTH, could be no 
more at home in heaven than a fish out of water ; 
heaven is a holy place. Man must be born again 
to enter there. " There shall in no wise enter into 
it anything that defi1eth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they 
which are written in the Lamb's book of life" 
(Rev. xxi. 27). Thus, regeneration is essential, 
because, man as born into the world has inherited 
from Adam a fallen, sinful nature, which is true of 
each member of the race. " Behold, I was shapen 
in iniquity, and in SIN did my mother conceive 
me" (Ps. li. 5). "We are all an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousnesses are as FILTHY RAGS: and 
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away " Isa. xliv. 6. 
" Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
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world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
ALL MEN, for that ALL HAVE SINNED" (Rom. V. 12). 
Therefore, all are by nature children of a fallen 
r'ace, estranged from God, possessed of a nature 
not only sinful but diametrically opposed to God. 
Alien enemies : such is the force of the word in 
Col. i. 21. Is a nature like this suited to God's 
Holy Heaven ? Far from it. Hence, reader, 
make no mistake here. Your eternal destiny 
is at stake. To die without the new birth means 
eternal exclusion from Heaven! A new nature 
is needed-a new life. "If any man be in Christ, 
he is a NEW CREATURE : old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new" (2_ Cor. 
v. xvii).

A ·glorious possibility. While the necessity of the
new birth (John iii. 7) is absolute, the verses that 
follow show that REGENERATION and ETERNAL LIFE
are A GLORIOUS POSSIBILITY. The uplifted ·serpent 
of Num. xxi. is introduced to our view, reminding 
us· of NEW LIFE imparted to dying people, arid 
obtained by a look of FAITH. In like manner: 
" As Moses lifted_ up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up that 
WHOSOEVER believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have ETERNAL LIFE,, (John iii. 14-15). What 
glorious news! Reader, look by faith to the 
uplifted Son of G�d, suffering and dying upon the 
Cross of Calvary. Dying, the Just for the unjust: 

. the Holy for the unholy ;_ the Guiltless for the 
guilty; the Creator for the creature. 

"Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 

When the Incarnate Maker died 
For man His creature's sin." 

By His -death the Lord Jesus Christ has met 
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and satisfied every claim of a righteous, holy, and 
sin-hating God. "For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ DIED for the �ngodly" 
(Rom. v. 6). "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the Gospel which I preached unto you ... how 
that Christ DIED. FOR OUR SINS according to the 
Scriptures: and that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to the Scrip
tures" (r Cor. xv. r-r4). To prove this is so, God 
directs our thoughts upwai:d and heavenward, 
what to see? Calvary's Lamb exalted to the 
highest place in heaven. '' Who being the 
brightness of the Father's glory and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things 
by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself PURGED: OUR SINS, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high'.' (Heb. i. 3). 
"_Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that coi:ne unto God by Him, seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them " 
(Heb. vii. 25). 

Salvation provided. Although all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God yet none need 
perish, "For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
EVERLASTiNG LIFE. .For God sent not His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him· might be SAVED" (John iii. 
r6-r7). " For.this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour : who will have all men 
to be SAVED, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth " (2 Tim. ii. 3-4). Thus we perceive, God is 
the Author of ETERNAL LIFE. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, crucified, but now. risen and exalted 
Saviour, is the Person through whom it comes, and 
the Holy Spirit, The Third Person of the blessed 
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Trinity, is He who quickens into spiritual life
ETERNAL LIFE. 
· But what is eternal life ? Sometimes we under
stand what a thing is by looking at what it is
not. What, then, is temporal life ? It is life that
will cease to· be. Now eternal life is the opposite
of this. It is life that cannot cease. It will exist
for EVER and EVE�. It will never end. It is
EVERLASTING. But it is more than mere existence,
it is existenc·e in harmony with God.

God's purpose then is that WHOSOEVER be
lieveth (trusteth) in the Lord Jesus Christ should 
not perish, but have ETERNAL LIFE. "This is the 
record that God hath given to us ETERNAL LIFE, 
and this life is in His Son. He: that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life" (r John v. 11-12). "He that 
believeth on the Son hath ETERNAL LIFE; and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him" (John iii. 36, 
R.V. )-�· "For the wages of sin is death, but the
GIFT of God is ETERNAL LIFE through Jesus C�rist
our Lord " (Rom. vi. 2-3).

Dear reader, appropriate this gift, make it-your 
own by personal faith. Look away from your 
feelings. Look to Christ who said on the Cross, 
" IT IS .FINISHED." God is satisfied with that 
finished work, and waits for your acceptance of 
HIM as your personal and only Saviour. 

In your own eternal interests, we would affec
tionately remind you that the hour of death is not 
the proper time to consider this momentous 
matter, and the day of JUDGMENT is for ever TOO 
LATE. Attend to it Now-just TO-DAY, otherwise 
your opportunity may be lost. The Lord may 
come at any moment for His redeemed people, and 
leave you behind for JUDGMENT; or death may 
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seize upon you suddenly, besides; the Holy Spirit 
may strive with you no longer, therefore be in 
earnest. There is no time for delay. "Behold 
NOW is the accepted time, behold NOW is the day 
of SALVATION." Now-now-NOW. 



SPIRITUAL 

BLESSEDNESS 

BY THE LATE JOHN RITCHIE, KILMARNOCK. 

M_AN's natural state is one of spiritual death. He 
exists, but he is without spiritual life. "Dead 
in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. r). "Alienated 

_ from the life of God" (Eph. iv. r8). "Dead while 
she liveth" (r Tim. _v. 6). "Ye have no life in 
you " (John vi. 53). Such are the words used to 
describe the condition of the unconverted on earth. 

In eternity the unsaved will still exist, but he 
"shall not see life" (John iii 36). "He that hath 
not the S9n of God hath not life" (r John v. r2). 

Life as used in these Scriptures-is more than 
mere existence. The paper of this book exists, but 
it has no life. The lost will exist in endless ·woe, 
yet they '' shall not see life.'' Endless existence 
belongs to saved and unsaved alike ; ETERNAL 
LIFE is the portion of those who ,are in Christ alone. 
Wherever we read " hath eternal life," it has 
reference to a condition of spiritual blessedness; 
wherever the lack of it is recorded, it involves 
separation from God and conscious misery. There 
is a natural life and there is a spiritual life, so 
likewise there is a natural death and there is a 
spiritual death. All the time that the prodigal 
was away from his father's house, he was regarded 
by his father as " dead," yet terribly alive in sin. 
His return and restoration is described as being 

103 
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made :' alive again " (Luke xv .. 32). Spiritual 
death 1s the state of all the unregenerate: they 
are " alienated from the life of God " (Eph. iv. 18). 
They "abide in death" (r John iii. 14), at 
enmity with God. At conversion the believer 
passes "from death unto life" (John v. 24), 
"from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts 
xxvi. 18).

THE SOURCE OF LIFE 

"The living God" (1 Tim. iv. 10). "With Thee 
is the fountain of life " (Ps. xxxvi. 9). " The 
Father hath life in Himself" (John v. 26). The 
fountain was there, but no stream had yet come 
forth: '� No man hath seen God at any time ; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, He hath declared Him" (John i. 18). 
It remained for the Son to come forth and'' show 
unto us that eternal life which was with the 

' 

Father" (1 John i. 2).-

ETERNAL LIFE MANIFESTED 

"The life was manifested, and we have seen 
it " (1 John i. 2). "In Him was life; and the life 
was the light of men'' (John i. 4). '' God was 
manifest in the flesh" (r Tim. ii�. 16). From the 
manger of Bethlehem to the Cross of Calvary, 
" the life " was manifested : in all spheres among 
friends and foes, the life Divine shone forth, and 
at the close of the wondrous pathway the living. 
One laid down His life for the sheep (John x. 15). 
" This is the true God and eternal life " ( I John 
v. 20).

Jesus was the " Prince of life " He took flesh
and blood. He " became in the likeness of men," 
yet He was differe:tit from all. " In Him there 
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was no sin." He was not in that state of death, 
or separation from God, in which sin had placed 
all Adam's posteri�y. " As the Father hath life 
in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have 
life in Himself " (John v. 26). Yet He could not 
share that life with others apart from death. His 
own words are, "Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit" (John xii. 24). (Let those who 
make great pretensions to be admirers of. the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth, but who reject His atoning 
death, or regard it as unnecessary, remember this: 
Like as the rock in the desert of old had to be 
smitten ere the stream could flow to quench the 

. thirst of the needy host of Israel, so Christ must be 
" stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted." He 
must die the sinner's death before He could make 
Him a sharer of eternal life now, and eternal glory 
hereafter. 

ETERNAL LIFE IMPARTED 

"I am come that they might have l{fe" (John 
x. ro). ·" The Son quickeneth whom He will_"
(John v. 2r); " Believing, ye might have life
through His name" (John xx. 31). "The gift of
God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord "
(Rom. vi. 23, R.V.). When the-sinner believes on
Christ, he receives EVERLASTING LIFE (John iii.

r5-r6). When the G9sp�l is " put away" by the
unbeliever, he judges himself unworthy of ever
lasting life (Acts xiii. 46), and abides in death.
Although the full manifestation of that life awaits
a future day, its present possession is the portion
of all believers. The "babe" and the "father"
in Christ alike share it. There may be varied
stages of growth, but the life is essentially the same
in all. It is eternal life : it cannot be lost : it will
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not perish. It is received by faith. " He that 
believe th on the Son hath everlasting life " (John 
iii. 36). It is not communicated through parentage.
We are not children of God by natural birth. We
are not so when we come into the world; and
neither baptism, confirmation nor the Lord's
Supper have anything whatever to do with the
communication of life. They are for the living,
not for the dead. The way of !if e is plain and clear.
The Lord Jesus says, "He that HEARETH My
Word and BELIEVETH on Him that sent Me, HATH

everlasting life'' (John v. 24). '' They that HEAR

shall live " (John v. 25). He, and He only, is the
life-giyer; To Him, therefore you must go; there
-is "life " in no other. " Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved" (Acts iv. r2). His word to the uncon
verted is, " Ye will not come to ME, that ye might
have life" (John iv. 20). Many go to '' church" and
" the sacrament " who have never been to Christ.

ETERNAL LIFE POSSESSED 

He" that hath the Son hath life" (r John v. r2). 
" I give unto them ETERNAL LIFE ; and they shall 
never perish " (John x. 28). "These things have 
I written unto you, that ye may KNOW that ye 
HAVE eternal life who believe on the name of the 
Son of God" (r John v. ·15, R.V.). These Scrip
tures, and many others, give definite testimony 
that the believer is already in possession of eternal 
life, and at no future period will he be without it, 
otherwise it would not be " eternal." 

' ' 
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. . 

Or Condemned Already. 

BY R. McELHERA�., NoRTH IRELAND. 

"Except a man be BORN AGAIN, he. cannot see the Kingdom 
of God."

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that WHOSOEVER believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have EVERLASTING LIFE." 

" He that believeth on Him is not condemned : but he that 
believeth not,iscoNDEMNED ALREADY" (John iii. 3, 16, 18). 

AMONGST the many God-given truths taught by 
the Lord Jesus Christ, none are of more · vital 
importance to every man than the great truths of 
REGENERATION and ETERNAL. LIFE. These, al
though distinct, are inseparably connected, inas:

much as it is only those who have experienced the 
former who possess the latter, or, in other words, 
Eternal Life is possessed only by those who have 
been " born again." " Tha f which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing" (John vi. 63). 

Thus we perceive, that this �s an operc1:tion· far 
apart from NATU� BIRTH, BAPTISMAL, SACRA
MENTAL, OR .A:NY MERELY REFORMATIVE PROCESS. 

The highest reach of education, culture, refine
ment, and even religion, leaves its pupil or subject 
outside the Kingdom of God, He must be " born 
again" to enter there. 

It is a work of the Holy Spirit to creat_e anew by 
107 
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the Word of God. The Apostle Paul in writing to 
the Christians at Rome, .says : " I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ : for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth" 
(John i. 16). And again, in writing to the Church 
at Corinth, he says : " In Christ Jesus I 4ave 
begotten you through the Gospel" (I Cor. iv. 15). 
" Of His own will ·begat He us with the word of 
truth" (Jas. i. 18). "Being born again not of 
�orruptible seed, but of incorruptibie, by the 
word of God which liveth and abideth for ever" 
(I fet. i. 2J). 

This the spiritual life has no end. It is eternal. 
It is unalienable. The man who has 'it abideth for 
ever. He is born again. But he has not to be born 
again and again. That which is eternal needs no 
repetition. " They shall never perish, neither sh� 
any man pluck them out of My hand" (Joh_n x. 28). 
The reason for this eternity of life, this security of 
life, is evident, it is because the life is divine, Christ 
is our life. To deprive us of life requires first that 
the risen Christ be deprived of His life. For we 
live in Him. And He has said, " Because I live, ye 
shall live also." It has been well said, "Born 
once, die twice; born twice, die but once," and it 
must be so; for," He that hath the Son hath life," 
". hath eternal life." Life is a present possession, 

. and the life that I have is eternal. If I could lose 
it the word " eternal " would be untrue. For that 
which may be lost is perishable, conditional, 
transitory, not eternal. 

Not hoping but having. "C. H. Spurgeon tells 
that in his early years, soon after his conversion, 
he taught a class of boys in the Sunday School. He 
was speaking to them one day from the words, ' He 
that believeth on the Son hath eternal life' (John 
iii. 36, R.V.), when one of the lads said, ' Teacher,
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do you believe on Him ? ' ' Yes,' said Spurgeon. 
'And have you eternal life, teacher?' eagerly 
asked the boy. 'I hope so,' said Spurgeon, rather
timidly, for he had not been accustomed to have 
the question put to him so straight as that. When 
the boy heard his hesitating answer, he lo9ked him 
straight in the face and said, ' But don't you know 
it, teacher ? .. The text says HATH, and if it ain't 
true, it ain't true, and if it is true, it is true, and 
nobody . need hope anything about it.' Th�t 
straight word from the Sunday scholar never lost 
its effect on C. H. Spurgeon, who, through his long 
and faithful preaching of the Gospel gave full and 
clear testimony to the certainty of salvation.�-' 

It is greatly to be feared, that in the present day 
or Gospel light, there are many upright, religious, 
well-meaning people who think all will be well with 
them in the future, because they have been 
baptised, confirmed, and have joined the Church. 
Others again are ensnared by that DECEPTIVE

TEACHING which leads men and women to believe 
that they are children of God from their birth by 
reaso_n of their parentage ; ·yet, with amazing 
inconsistency, many of them consider it presump
tuous on the part of any one to say that they were 
saved, and they think it is humility o:µ their part 
to express a doubt by saying : " I don't know, 
I don't think any one can be sure." " I'm doing 
my best and I hope to go to heaven when I 
di 

11 

e. 

First things first. In worldly affairs we often 
hear the phrase, " first things first." In spiritual 
things the same principle is good, for there is a 
matter of ETERNAL CONSEQUENCE which you must 
experience before you can possess " eternal life," 
namely : " Have you been born again ? Are you 
saved? " If not, it is impossible for you to have 
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the assurance of it; indeed, it would be a delusion 
if you.had. 

All true Christians are double-born. "Where 
w�re you born ? " said an English bishop to 
Summerfield. "In Dublin and Liverpool," he 
answered. '' Were you born in two places ? '' said 
the Bishop .. " Art thou· a master in Israel, and 
knowest not these things ? " replied Summerfield. 

Let me here give the testimony of one who 
experienced the truth here proclaimed : '' For 
many a day I considered it the height-of presump
tion for any one to say they were saved, or for any 
preacher to speak· of the doctrine of assurance as 
being within the reach of all. · I had the notion 
that a few of the excellent of the earth, the learned 
and the pious, might have some measure of cer
tainty of their salvation when they came to die, and 
I even hoped that when the final hour drew nigh 
I might attain to that high· standard of religious 
feeling myself, yet I had no idea that it is a general 
experience among men of ordinary · Christian 
standing, or even possible to such. I see now that 
my ideas were all derived_ from men, and con
sequently all wrong ; that my thoughts of assur
ance proceeded on wrong lines entirely, for I 
connected a man's salvation with his works, and 
his assurance of it with some high degree o_f 
sanctity, or,· as I now see it, legality : and not 
with Christ and His perfect work at all. I had a 
booklet given me in which the word HATH was 
underlined in a number of Scripture texts. " He 
that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting life" 
(John iii. 36). "He that HATH the Son HATH life" 
(r John v. 12). "He HATH made us accepted in 
the Beloved " (�ph. i. 6): As I read these words 
of God, I was surprised, _for I never observed theni 
in the Bible. Yet there they were, and as the 
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writer asked: what ·can HATH mean but present 
possession ? I was dumf oundered. I could not 
by any possible reasonin·g get rid of it. I saw 
it was possible to have eternal life and be 
accepted by God in Christ here on earth. It took 
some time to break down my religious pride and 
to convince me that I could do nothing for, nor 
even help in, my salvation ; at length when I saw 
that salvation was by Christ and acceptance in 
Christ alone, the hath was clear enough, and I knew 
on the authority of God's word that Everlasting 
Life was mine. What keep�- people from having 
the assurance is they have not the thing itself. 
They lack salvation, and the chief reason is be
cause they are taught anc;l believe that it is partly 
and chiefly to be secured by their own works and 
their own merit; whereas, God's way is by FAITH 
in CHRIST ALONE. We would emphasise this fact, 
that "Salvation is not in any creed, however 
true ; in any ritual, however beautiful ; in any 
religious organisation, however perfect; not in 
any service, howev�r devotional ; nor in works, 
howeyer sincere ; nor in sacrifices, however great.'' 
Nevertheless, we believe it is possible to know a 
great deal about the way of salvation, and yet to 
remain unsaved and perish. "A hungry man 
needs to partake of the food set before him to 
benefit by it; and a thirsty man needs to drink
in order to quepch his thirst. And in order to be 
saved, you must appropriate Christ, you must 
receive Him by FAITH as your personal and only 
Saviour." "As many as received, HIM, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God,· even 
to them that believe on His name which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God " (John i. 12, 13). 

The right kind of faith. But the question may 



112 ETERNAL LIFE 

be asked : " How can I know that I have the right 
kind of faith? 

,, 
This question often bewilders 

the mind of seeking souls regarding their personal 
salvation. An illustration of what may be termed 
WRONG faith may enable the reader to understand 
what is RIGHT faith. A few years ago during a 
storm, a vessel was driven on a reef off the_ 
northern coast of Ireland ; however, during a 
high fl9od-tide the vessel, although damaged, 
refioated, and drifted out into the channel. An 
experienced officer was sent to bring her into the 
harbour. Local men were engaged to adjust the 
cargo, who, after having wrought for some time, 
considered their effort was futile, as the vessel 
seemed to be sinking. They reasoned with the 
captain, who made light of their fear, and said he 
would bring her into the harbour all right ; how
ever, the men ceased working and returned to 
their own boat, and in a few minutes, what a sight 
met their eyes l The vessel sank, carrying the 
captain down with her! The captain lost his life 
because his faith was WRONG, inasmuch as it 
rested in himself and in an µnsafe structure. 
WRONG FAITH ALWAYS TRUSTS IN A WRONG OBJECT; 

whereas RIGHT faith, in a .spiritu9-l sense, is that 
which trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in His 
cleansing blood, which was shed on the CROSS OF 
CALVARY. " Neither is there salvation in any 
other : for there is -none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be SAVED " 
(Acts iv. 12). 

A tragic moment. Some years ago, at the great 
parliament of religions at Chicago, the advocate 
of Eastern Philosophies had spoken, and Western 
"Modernism" had been expounded. Then the 
famous Boston preacher, Dr. Joseph Cook, rose 
and said: "Gentlemen, I beg to introduce a 
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woman to you who has a great sorrow. She has 
bloodstains on her hands, and do what she will she 
cannot wash them out. She has been driven to 
desperation· in her distress. The blood is that of a 
murderess; and nothing can take away the stain. 
Is there anything in your religion that will tell this 
woman how to get rid of her sin?'' It was a tense 
moment. ·From one to the other of the prominent 
representatives- of human theories and negations 
he seemed to tum with the question, as though he 
really expected an ·answer. Then he said : " You 
have said nothing that tells us how the stain of sin 
can be washed from a humaJ:!Jife." Then, lifting 
his eyes, as if addressing an Apostle in heaven, he 
said: "I will ask another: John, can you tell 
this woman how to get rid of the awful sin?" 
It was a• tragic moment, as Joseph Cook seemed 
to tarry for an answer from the unseen, and then 
he said : '' LISTEN, John · is speaking : ' THE 
BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, Hrs SON, CLEANSETH -US 
FROM ALL SIN'" (r John i. 7). And that is the only 
answer to one of the greatest questions ever 
propounded. Nothing can cleanse sin from the 
conscience, and atone for it before God, except the 
PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST. My reader, has that 
blood cleansed you ? 

An Earl's testimony. The late Earl of Kintore 
was a decided Christi.an, and often brought to 
Keith Hall House, his Aberdeenshire seat, evange
lists and servants of Christ, who preached the· 
Gospel there and in the neighbouring to�s. _At
times the Earl preached the Gospel publicly hun
self, and was most diligent .in speaking personally 
to those with whom he came in contact of Christ 
as a personal Saviour. On Keith Hall Estate there 
was a workman who was a member of the Kirk in 
which the Earl was an elder. Conversing with 

H 
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this man one day while at work on the estate, the. 
Earl remarked he had seen him at the half-yearly 
Sacrament in the Free -Kirk the previous Sunday 
whereupon the communicant began to tell how h� 
considered it was his duty as a member of the 
Church to be there, and ho,v he had. spent much 
time in preparation. Possibly the Earl discovered 
that the workman was only a religious professor, 
or that his faith was in his own righteousness and 
goodness rather than in Christ. At any rate 
he stopped him short by abruptly saying, "Neither 
your righteousness nor your religiousness will ever 
take you to heaven, or remove a single stain of 
sin from your soul. Nothing can cleanse but the 
BLOOD OF JEsus." The Earl said no more, but that 
word troubled the unconverted church member, 
for unconverted he assuredly was. He had joined 
the Church, as many have .done, without being 
asked if he was born again. His motive in doing so 
was to be like other folk, and, as-he said, to get any 
benefit that was agoing from the ordinances, to 
make him fit for heaven when he died. But that 
word of the Earl, that decided testimony to the 
cleansing blood of Jesus, . swept his false hopes 
away, and made him thoroughly miserable.· As he 
went through his empty form of religious duty the 
following Sunday, the words of the Earl rang 
through his memory-".NOTHING CAN CLEANSE 

- BUT THE BLOOD." Later he was brought under
deep. conviction of sin through hearing Wilµam
Haslam preach in the open air. Thank God he was
soon after brought as a sinner to Christ, to trust the
blood that cleanseth from all sin as his only fitness,
his only title to God's presence here and hereafter.
Saved by grace, cleansed by blood, and·" sealed
by that Holy Spirit of promise," he was then fitted

. to" serve the living-and true God, and to wait for
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His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 9, 10). 

A terrible awakening. For unconverted church 
members to find out that they are not children of 
God by natural birth, nor by. baptism and con
firmation, is anything but a pleasant discovery, 
but it is a· most important one, for there will be a 
TERRIBLE AWAKENING by and by for every one 
not saved: "When once the master of the house 
is risen up, and h.atli shut to the door, and ye begin 
to stand without, and to knock at the door, 
saying, Lord, L�rd,.open unto us; and He shall 
answer and say unto you, I know not whence ye 
are ... depart from Me, all ye workers of 
iniquity, there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth" (Luke xiii. 25-28). · And in the book of t�e 
Revelation we read: "Behold He cometh with 
clouds ; and every eye shall see Him, and they 
also which pierced Him; and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of Him" (Rev. i. 7). 
" And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich. men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains ; and said to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb. For the great day of His wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand?" (Rev. 
vi. 15-17).

What are you waiting for ? With all the love
and earnestness of our being we entreat you to 
consider the important matter of your soul's 
salvation. It may well be asked, is the man who 
refuses to do so in the exercise of his reason, or is, 
he a ma.niac? Thank God, "There is yet time to 
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be saved, but not a moment to lose!" Are you a 
sinner ? You know you are. Can you do anything 
now or hereafter to save yourself ? You know you 
cat?-not. Is .Christ now a Saviour fable and willing 
to save you NOW? You know HE is. Will He be 
more q.ble or willing to save you a month or a year 

, hence, than He is at_ this moment ? Certainly not. 
-Does He say,." Come unto Me, not now, but at
some future time ; believe Me, but not yet ; trust
Me after a while ? " You know He does not. What
then are you hesitating about ? It is as true this
moment as�ever it will be or can be; and if you wait
for anything else but the Word of Christ, you will
spend all your days in waiting, and die deceived at
last.

'' What will you do without Him, 
�en death is d�awing near ? 

Without His love-the only love 
That casts out every fear ; 

When t'1e shadow valley opens, 
Unlighted and unknown, 

And the terrors of its darkness 
Must all be passed alone? 

· "What will you do without Him,
When He hath shut the door, 

And you are left outside, because 
You would not come before ? 

When it is no use knocking: 
No use to stand and wait, 

For the word of doom tolls through 
your heart. 

That terrible 'TOO LATE.'"



SPIRITUAL MADNESS 

BY THE LATE C. CLAYTON, M.A. 

· " The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in
their heart while they live, _and after that they go to the 
dead " (Eccles. ix. 3). 

IF at -midnight a man is moving about in a dark 
room, he can see none of the various objects by 
which. he is surrounded. He can distinguish 
neither la�ge things from small, nor black things 
from· white. Thus is it in spiritual matters also. 
The world in which we live is- a dark world. The 
minds of most men are so obscured by sin and 
ignorance that they cannot discern betwixt good 
and evil ; and hence, on all sides we hear the most 
erroneous statements propounded respecting sin 
and salvation, respecting time and eternity. 

What a mercy therefore it is, to have an infallible 
standard, whereby we may clearly ascert�in how 
we should really regard the life vie now live, and 
the life which is ·to come! In this view, how 
appropriate is the title given to the word of God 
by His_ angel; when, talking to Daniel in Babylon, 
he said that he was come to tell what was noted 
in "the Scripture of truth." The Bible is. God's 
truth .. "Thy word is truth," was the saying of 
Him that came down from. heaven. Whatever, 
therefore, vain men may urge, the question for us 
is What say the "oracles" of the living God? 
The wisest man that ever lived has stated, under 
the tea·ching of the Holy Ghost, these important 

• 
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truths. His words are, "The heart of the sons of 
men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart
while they live, and after that they go to the dead.,

,

This threefold assertion, respecting their WICKED
NESS, their MADNESS, and their DESTRUCTION is 

. 
' 

true of all mankind by nature. By grace some 
have been delivered from so wretched a state here, 
and from so awful a prospect hereafter. There 
are those in whom has taken place that great 
change, called the NEW BIRTH, or conversion, and 
who are now living different lives from what they 
lived before. Of all the rest of mankind our text is 
at the present moment strictly and solemnly true. 
These three statements I now propose to bring 
before you, looking up for the promised teaching 

· and blessing of the Holy Ghost.
Consider: 
(1) Men's Wickedness.·

How strong is that expression, " The heart of 
the sons of men is full of evil ! 

,, 
The origin of this 

is the fall of our first parents. "God made man 
upright," says the word of God ; " but they have 
sought out many inventions." The Holy Ghost 
therefore saith by the lips of Solomon, " There is 
no man that liveth and sinneth not:" Job, too, 
asks, " Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ? " It was also the inquiry of Bildad the 
Shuhite, " How can man be justified with God ? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a· woman ? -'� 
· This corruption, you observe, is referred by our
text to " the heart." He that knew the heart has
told us : " Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, blasphemies� adulteries." The .seeds of
every kind of iniquity are deposited there, and they
only require particular circumstances to call them
forth. The Lord also saith. by Jeremiah, "The,
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
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wicked : who can lmow it ? I the Lord search the 
heart; I try the reins." 

Now this is the state, our text tells us, of the 
heart of'' the sons of men,'' that is, of all who are 
"naturally engendered of the offspring of Adam." 
B:ut, alas l some of you, I fear, are not yet aware 
of the evil of which I am writing. Like the man 
moving about in a dark room; you cannot perceive 
the dust, and the cobwebs, and filth that mark the 
spot. 

Little as some of you are aware of it (because you 
have not yet souglJ_t and received the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost), your hearts are at this moment 
" full of evil." Yea, " every imagination of the. 
thoughts of your heart is evil," and "only evil," 
and that '' continually.'' There is not one of the 
ten commandments which you have not broken, 
if not in the letter, yet times without number in 
the spirit. This is true, not of .one and another 
only, but of all " the sons of men." For " there is 
none righteous," whether Jew or Gentile, " no,

not one ; for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.'' 

You will say, '' This is a dark picture you are 
drawing of the family of men." It is ·a dark 
picture ; but there are darker shades yet to be 
added. For observe the second thing which the 
Holy Spirit h�re affirms. He not only states men's 
wickedness, but also : 

(2) Their Madness.
. . 

"The heart of the sons of men 1s full of evil," 
and as though that did not exactly describe the 
malady, there is added, "And madness is in their 
heart." To some of you ·this will, I doubt not, 
appear a heavy charge to be brought against the 
human race ; but it is a true one. A few i�deed 
are partially restored, and haye "their senses 
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exercised '' in some measure '' to discern good and 
evil." These are the converted and redeemed 
people of Christ. Of the rest of mankind, we must 
assert .that" the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not." For none surely 
but madmen would act in temporal matters as 
some of you are at this very moment acting in 
spiritual matters. You reprobate the conduct of 
Esau, because he parted with all the blessings of 
primogeniture for a mess of ·pottage. But what 
is it which you are receiving as the price of your 
soul's salvation? The Lord Jesus, who will one 
day be your· Judge, has asked, "What is a man. 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his OWN soul ? " and yet for what trifling pleasures, 
and for what a miserable pittance are some of you 
selling all your prospects in the eternal world ! 

There may be a "method in your madness." 
But still, when we think of ETERNITY, what can 
we· say. of your conduct ? Oh, what a disordered 
brain must that be, which can make you hope for 
profit in the road to ruin, which teaches you to look 
for safety in the midst of danger, and which leads 
you to ·dream of mercy when there is waiting for 
you nothing but wrath ! Oh, what sheer i�iocy 
it is to cry, �' Peace, peace," when there is no 
peace, and to rush headlong to a ruin which is as 
dreadful as it is certain! What would you say of 
a traveller who ascended the e<;l.ge of a volcano, 
and who, when admonished that the burning lava 
was beginning to ·issue, should yet lie down and 
compose himself to sleep on its heaving and 
·cracking surface? Would you not pity the man,
and say that such foolhardine�s proved that his
senses were gone, and that his intellects were
deranged? And yet, is not this the conduct day
by day, and night by night, of many of you. You

...... 
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are totally unprepared for death and judgment, 
and everlasting misery must be your portion, if 
you are cut off in your present unconverted state ; 
and yet, deceiving and being deceived, you can 
sleep on and take your rest, as if there were no 
dariger, and as if you were certain that, although 
others in a moment are snatched away, you will be 
spared, till you choose your own time to repent 
and seek your' Saviour. WHAT LAMENTABLE SELF
DECEPTION l Whatever view we take; we must 
pronounce that, morally and spiritually, your 
intellects are deranged, and that your lunacy is 
evident and clear. 

Go into that melancholy asylum, and view the 
doings and listen to the talk of those wretched 
creatures that are there confined; and in those 
doings and in that talk, 0 unconverted sinner, 
thou mayest read the interpretation of thy own 
state, as it is viewed by the real Christian, and as 
it is seen by the all-wise God. 

And how true is this of some of you, as regards 
things of EVERLASTING IMPORTANCE! How "in
coherent " is your talk, when one who has been 
saved by the grace of God speaks to you about 
your souls ! How " visionary " are your ideas 
about your ETERNAL DESTINY·! What " enmity " 
do you feel towards those who love you most
towards God the Father, who gave Christ for 
your redemption; towards God the Son, who shed 
His life-blood to save you from perdition; and 
towards God the I{oly Ghost, who is .ever striving 
to. draw you, with the bonds of love, ·from the pit 
of destruction! And what wort�ess trifles are 
those. which steal your hearts and which occupy 
your thoughts, instead of the noble desire that 
.actuates the believer, glorifying, in spirit, soul, and 
body, that mighty Redeemer," in whose hand his 
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breath is, and whose are all his ways," and to 
whom by creation and redemption he is aware he 
exclusively belongs ! 

Alas ! too, your case is the more deplorable from 
the fact that now and then you have had your 
"lucid .intervals." There have been occasions 
when you saw, in all its fearful reality, your present 
unhappy and degraded position. The last time 
death entered your houses-how solemnised were 
then your feelings! That last sudden removal of 
a friend-how empty and transient then appeared 
to you the world and all its.bustle! The last time 
you were· laid upon that bed of sickness-oh, what 
light then. burst upon you I How awfully impor
tant . did preparation for ETERNITY then appear ! 
But, alas 1 that " lucid interval " was soon over. 
And here you are to-day as deeply involved in the 
same dreadful malady; and so you will in all 
probability go on, having occasional seasons of 
returning consciousness, and then become in
sensible and incoherent as before; till at length the 
last 'hour will arrive, and then your madness will 
in a moment disappear, and your true condition 
will flash itself upon you-but that will be in the 
place of the lost. There are no dreamers beyond 
the ·grave. There are none·" beside themselves" 

· in the world of spirits. The eyes that sin• closes, 
death opens. When eternity begins, reflection
begins. " Son, remember," remember thy past
lifetime. And what a remembrance I so bitter,
so harrowing,. so overwhelming, that your immor
tality will become a curse, and your consciousness
a. burden, crushing and intolerable. There is
no madness in hell. All are in their proper senses
there. Madness is in the hearts of the sons of men
" while they live," and it is only ",while they live."·
" After that they go to the dead."
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This is the third stage in this hell-ward journey. 
First, ·there is " wickedness." Next, there is 
" madness." And then comes : 

(3) Their destruction.

"After that, they go to the dead." The second 
death must here be referred to; for the righteous, 
as well as the unconverted, in one sense " go to the 
dead." All go to one place. As is the righteous 
so is the sinner, as regards the first death ; but all 
who die in their sins are to be consigned to " the 
second death," and that in nev�r-ending misery, 
"in the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone." 
This, my dear reader, is the sure end of all them 
who obey not the gospel. 

Recollect those startling words: "after" that 
wickedness, "after " that senseless and mad folly, 
you " will go to the dead." You will go to those 
miserable beings who are now in hell ; those lost 
spirits that now see how by NEGLECTING THEIR 
souL's SALVATION they have. brought themselves 
to "that place of torment. " It is of no avail to 
flatter yourselves with the delusion that God is 
" too merciful " to doom UNREGENERATE sinners 
to · everlasting punishment. Whatever you may 
argue, or wish, or think, that will not affect one 
iota the reality. And that dread reality Christ has 
plainly announced to you in His own infallible 
and inspired word. Oh that you would arise, 
sleeper, and call upon your God I or you will ere 
long be awakened, for the first time, by seeing 
the impassable gulf fixed, and by hearing the 
agonies and cries of the lost. The frightful reality 
will then· have burst upon you. You· may not 
believe these warnings "NOW," but you will be 
compelled to feel them then. You may not " come 
to yourselves" HERE; but you must "come to your
selves " there. Hell has been accurately described 
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as . " truth seen to·o late.
,, 

God grant that, by 
the teaching" of the Holy Spirit, you may per� 
ceive the truth now, and thus seek pardon, and 
salvation in Christ,· before it is for ever TOO

LATE. 



CONDITIONAL 

.IMMORTALITY 

A Delusive Argument. 

BY w. HOSTE, B.A., LONDON. 

THE many false systems of religious belief, which 
h�ve sprung up in the last hundred years, have at 
least one feature in common-they �ll deny the 
endless puni.shment of the wicked, which they 
affirm to be a mere human tradition, inconsistent 
with the love of God and foreign to the Scriptures. 
It is strange, if this be true, that the vast majority 
of Christians, down the ages, should have read the 
Scriptures so differently, and believed the solemn 
doctrin� so unhesitatingly. 

But while the opponents of this doctrine are 
agreed as to what the Scriptures do not teach, they 
cannot agree as- to what they do teach. There are 
many shades of qeli�f ranging from extreme 
Universalism1

, which t�aches that all will eventu
ally be saved� to extreme Annihilationisni, which 
teaches that all the wicked will become non-exis
tent. Between them lies the truth of the never
endipg conscious banishmei:it from God's presence 
of all who reject the light, and die in their sins. 
Nor is �p.is an arbitrary decree, it is inevitable. At 
infinite cost, God has made a sufficient provision 

1 For a consideration of this view; see The Accepted Time,
Paper VI, by present writer (John Ritchie Ltd.). 
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for all sinners, in the gift of His only begotten Son, 
who died for our sins, was buried and rose again, 
" that whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." Thus alone can 
God be justified in saving guilty sinners; any other 
ground would nullify the Cross and stultify His 
own character. Unbelief alone can shut out the 
blessing: "He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see. life " (which seems clearly to refute Univer
salism), "but the wrath of God abideth on him". 
(which seems equally to disprove Annihilationism, 
for how can God's wrath abide- 01:i- some one who 
no longer exists?) Certainly annihilation would 
not be an excessive punishment for· a life-time -of 
rebellion against God. Here it is often the good 
who suffer, and the wicked who prosper. · What 
would become of the justice of God, were annihila
tion all these had to fear? Was it to save .from 
nothing worse·than this that our Lord endured the 
pains of Calvary ? His own words cannot be made 
to fit in with any such theory ? " Depart, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels " (Matt. xxv. 4I). Surely s�ch 
words imply, if language means anything, that 
those who enter that fire will last as long as it lasts. 
We are accustomed to the words " aeonian " and 
" age-lasting_" on the lips of these teachers, as a 
translation of the word " aionios "-et�rnal, but 
they do not impress us, being meaningless. The 
usage of a word alone determines its meaning, and 
the -usage of this word certainly stamps it wi� the 
sense of" endlessness," as we shall see later. 
· In verse 46 of this. passage the Lord uses the
-same word (aionios) to. describe the duration both
-of the life of the saved, and the punishment of the
lost. To me�t this, some of these_ agile teach�rs
assert that �' eternal life

,, 
is not endless, but .�nly
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lasts the thousand years of the millennial reign ; so 
that to deny the endlessness of punishment they 
are prepared to sacrifice the endlessness of life. To 
such extremes are men reduced, who are deter
mined to deny that the Scriptures mean what they 
say. But as though they knew this would not 
satisfy, they have another objection, which nullifies 
the first; the word is not· "punishing" but 
"punishment'�; it is an endless result, not an 
endless process. Thus we are treated not only lo 
hot11e-made Greek, but to home-made English. 
There is no such phrase in English as " eternal 
punishing:" It would be a barbarism. Certainly 
most people connect punishment with something 
endured. If eternal non-existence could mean 
"eternal punishment," then the viper that Paul 
shook off his hand into the fire at Melita is suffering 
eternal punishment, for certainly the effect of Paul's 
action is eternc\,l. The t word 1 here translated 
"punishment," in the only other place where it 
occurs in the New Testament means something 
consciously endured ; " fear hath torment" (I John 
iv. 18). As Charles Spurgeo� truly said: "Annihi
lation would be ended punishment, not endless
punishment."

The expressions " eternal judgment " and " eter• 
nal redemption '� are quoted by Conditionalists to 
show that " eternal punishment " need not be .an 

1 Kolasis is the word, and some insist on its classical sense 
here of disciplinary suffering ; but Trench remarks that " it 
would be a very serious error to transfer this (i.e. the classical} 
sense to the Greek of the New Testament, where it is the 
equivalent of ti,noria-judicial vengeance." (See New Testa
ment Synonyms, vii.). It may be noted that if this sense of 
chastening or pruning be adopted in Matt. xxv. 46, the argu
ment that punishment implies only an effect, not a process,would 
have to go, for discipline is a process, but these controversialists 
do not seem to mind if their alternative arguments are mutually 
destructive. 
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eternal process. But though it is true that the 
sentence of judgment is not always being pro
nounced, nor the price of redemption always ·being 
paid, the wicked will always be consciously 
en�ur_ing the former, and the red�e�ed consciously
en3oying the latter. It is absurd to talk of" eter
nal punishme:r:it , ,  unless some one is enduring it,
That convicts should rebel at life-sentences is 
perfectly natural, but will not open the prison 
doors. · And He " who ·is of p�rer eyes than to 
behold evil, who cannot look on iniquity," _and 
who " spared not His own Son " to provide an 
atonement, will certainly not spare those who 
reject it. This, it is affirmed, would be inconsistent 
with His love. But if the love of God alone 
could_ save, Calvary was superfluous· and a cruel 
mistake. How grave the responsibility of those 
who tamper with God's truth on the plea of 
defending His character, and thus claim to be 
more jealous for God than the Lord Jesus Himself. 

To return to the meaning of the word aionios,
translated eternal or everlasting, expressions philo
logically identical_ : deep in it lies aei, meaning 
always, as Aristotle points out. Aionios in the 
LXX Greek version always represents olam1 in the 
Hebrew O.T. Sctj.ptures, the root idea of which 
is "mystery .connected with unsearchable dura
t�on."2 Seventy-six times in the O.T. is .olam
applied · to God-the Everlasting God. In_ the 
N.T., out of about r30 occurrences of aionios
and its cognates, where· the future is obviously
in view, fifteen refer to the impenitent, sixty-t:wo
to the blessedness of the righteous, and nearly
forty to God Himself. Are we then to believe that
heaven will o�ll.y last "for an age" ? or that God

· 1 From a verb, to conceal.
2 The late Dr. Handley Moule. 
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will only exist "till a new order of things shall 
come ? " This is the sense of the word we are. 
asked by these teachers to �dopt for the future of 
the wicked. One of them lately,1 with reference to 
the fullest phrase of all-" to the ages of the ages," 
which is a perfectly proper Greek equivalent for 
our" eternity," has written, "This expression in 
the Bible signifies, ninety times out of an hundred, 
an indefinite period of time, limited by the nature . 
of the object in view." As the expression occurs 
at most twenty-two times in the N. T., the above 
is a misleading way of speaking. Of these occur
rences, seventeen are in ascriptions of glory to 
God, or in descriptions of His Being, two of the 
reign of Christ and His people, and three of the 
fate of the lost. We must leave the author to 
reconcil� his statement with these facts. It might 
help us to form a true jud�ent of the meaning 
the Spirit of God would have us attach to this 
typ� of word to quote a few more specimens of 
its use. Thus we have " Eternal Spirit " (Heb. 
ix. r4) ; " eternal life " · (Rom. vi. 23) ; " eternal
salvation " (Heb. v. 9) ; " eternal damnation."
(Mark iii. 29) � "eternal glory" (r Peter v. ro) ;

"eternal God" (Rom. xvi. 26) ; "eternal fire" 
(Jude 7) ; " eternal redemption" (Heb. ix. r2)'-; 

" eternal inheritance" (Heb. ix. 15), etc. Surely 
if ever the mec1:ning of a word could be determined 
with certainty by its use, it is that of aionios. But 
these teachers sometimes complain that, if endless
ness · were intended, some word other than the 
one we are discussing ought to have been used, 
which would, they say, have avoided all ambiguity. 
Certainly-a very special word would have had to 
be used to escape the criticisms of Conditionalists. 

1 Dopo la morte (" After Death "), by Dr. A. F. Vaucher of the 
!' Seventh-Day Adventists." 

1 
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Actually the word is the clearest and most definite 
in meaning that could possibly have been used:
its equivalent in Luke i. 33 ·being " without end 

,,

and in Heb. vii. 17 "endless" (akalatutos
indissoluble, perpetual). What stronger w_ord then 
could be imagined? It is impossible to escape the 
conclusion that the word by its _usage describes 
that which is endless. I think the inevitable con
viction of any unsophisticated mind must pe, that 
as long as God is God, and all glory is His due, so 
long will His redeemed enjoy their inheritance with 
their Redeemer, and His enemies abide consciously 
under His righteous· judgment. No doubt the 
thought of endless punishment makes the mind 
reel and the heart quake, but it would be foolish 
for that reason to deny its possibility ? We are 
not the best judges of the nature of sin, or of the 
holy .requirements of God's righteousness? Nor 
can we know what precautions are necessary to 
prevent the spread of sin afresh in the universe, as 
He, the .Omniscient and All Wise, must? All must 
be judged in the light of Calvary. There the love of 
God toward the sinner and His hatred of sin are 
fully revealed. Reject the atonement, and God 
Himself has no other way to save from an endless 
hell. 

IN WHAT WAY DID MAN DIFFER BY CREATION 
FROM THE BEASTS? That there is a connection is 
evident; for one thing the bpdy in either case is 
built up of the same chemical constituents; also, 
like the beasts in Gen. i. 20, man in Gen. ii. 7, 
is called " a living squl," but as " all flesh is not 
the same flesh " so we may be sure " all souls are 
not the same souls." Peter recognises tp.is by the 
Spirit when he records in his first epistle, that at 
the Flood, "eight souls were saved by water," 
ignoring the scores of animal souls also saved in 
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the ark, as being of an altogeth�r inferior and, in 
comparison with human beings, negligible order. 
Just as a relation exists between God and man as 
regards moral and spiritual potentialities, the latter 
being made in His image, though on an infinitely 
lower level, so between man. and the beasts, there 
exists a relation as living organisms, though here 
he is far above them. But man was not evolved 
from the beasts; his creation being definitely 
separated from theirs. It was a new start. They 
had appeared in their swarms from sea and land 
by the fiat of the Creator ; for the creation of man 
the Triune God calls upon Himself to operate, 

" Let us make man in our image, after our like
ness.'' It woul9- be blasphemous to ascribe this 
moral likeness to a swine or a chimpanzee ? In
deed outside controversy , Conditionalists would 
object as much as other men, to be likened to the 
beasts. " Thou madest him a little lower than 
the angels " was not said of any member of the 
brute creation. 

Another contrast is that the animals came forth 
in their completeness; whereas the body of man 
was first formed, and then something happened 
which we never read of the lower creation, "God 
breathed into his nostrils tlie breath of life and man 
became a living soul '' ( Gen .. ii.). The word used 
here for" breath "is never used of the beasts, but 
only of God, e.g. " The inspiration of the Al
mighty" " the breath of the Lord " (Job xxxiii. 
8 ; Isa. xxx. 33), and of man, e.g. " the spirit of 
man"; "the souls that I have made"; "whose
spirit came from Thee? ,

, 
(Prov. xx. 2I; Isa. lix. 

I6 ; Job xxvi. 4). Indeed there are passages where 
the possession of n' shamah specifically distinguishes 
man from the beasts. Thus in Joshua x. 31-39 : 

". he sm9te all the souls that were therein," de-
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scrib�d in verse 40 as "all that �reathed (lit., had 
n' shamah) as the Lord commanded " (see Deut. 
xx. ·16-17, where the expression refers to the·
nations of Canaan). But verse 14 shows that this
refers exclusively to human beings, for it adds
"that they did take for a spoil the cattle," which
shows that these have no n'shamah, nor count as
souls, when men are in question. Moreover Adam
appears as fitted to hold communion with his
Maker, and as a morally responsible creature. How
could one who '' lives and moves and has his being
in God " be intended by his constitution for the
ephemeral existence of the brutes? Is then end
less existence dependent on the possession - of
Immortality ? . Are they . synonymous terms ?
The Conditionalist affirms so, and it is fundamental
to bis position; but his belief is mistaken, I submit,
being based on the meaning which he attaches to
"life" and "death," which I shall seek to show
later is quite foreign to the Scriptures.

Certainly man, as we have sought to prove, 
was created for endless existence, and this is 
described · loosely by some as " the immortality 
of the soul,'' but·the phrase is never found in the 
Scriptures, and the fact that man was capable 
of de·ath -shows that immunity from death· was 
not his possession by original constitution. The 
second death is eternal existence in separation 
from God. 

Had man been immortal by original creation, 
God's warning, " In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou ,shalt surely die" would have had 
no meaning. Adam was not subject to death 
before he fell, but he was capable of death as 
the event showed. " God only_hath immortality" 
(athanasia) by essential constitution of being. This 
surely is enough to prove, what is sometimes 
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denied, that immortality attaches to the spiritual 
part of man, as well as to the body, for "God is 
Spirit." In order to escape from this dilemma an 
attempt is made to limit the words of I Tim. vi. 16 
to Christ, but it could not be said that "no man 
hath seen or can see" Him, whom angels al'l:d men 
have seen? It is God as such who is in ·view. 1

Man died spiritually, that is, became alienated from 
the life of God, as the direct result of disobedience, 
physically as the indirect result. " By one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin " 
(Rom. v. 12). To be immune from spiritual.death,
the gift of eternal life must be received: This 
happens at conversion; "God, who. is rich in 
mercy . . . even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together, with Christ. This same 
word is used of the quickening of the mortal body " 
(Rom. viii. II ; see also John v. 24), which·again is 
the equivalent of the· putting on of immortality 
at the coming of Christ (r Cor. xv. 53). The 
immortality in this passage •will mark the effect 
of the Lord's coming on the living saints, incor
ruptibility on the sleeping saints. The result is 
the same in either case. The latter word is wrongly 
translated immortality, etc., in I Tim. i. 17 ; 2 Tim. 
i. IO, and Rom. ii. 7. In connection with the body ·
"incorruptible" seems a good enough translation,
but when applied to God it must have the wider
meaning of not liable to deterioration (see Rom.
i. 23 and I Tim. i. 17).

But he possesses the gloriously positive blessing
of Eternal Life, to issue in the endless bliss of know
ing and enjoying God to �he full. 

1 The passage runs literally, which (not our Lord, but His 
appearing) in His times (lit., His own times, i.e. which the 
Father hath put in His own power), He who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, etc., will show. 
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Let us now consider in the light of the Scriptures 
the question : 

WHAT IS DEATH ? 

This is the crux of the whole matter. Wrong 
here, wrong everywhere, and it is precisely here 
that Conditionalism is found most conspicuously 
wanting. It confounds death and non-existence on 
the one hand, and existence and life on the other. 

The late Dr. Bullinger, a well-known advocate 
of the views combateq. here, replies, "The dead 
are the dead; they are those who have ceased to 
live " ; 1 but as a definition must never contain the 
word defuied, we ·are not much the wiser. In his 
Critical Lexicon, however, we read under the word 
"live "-(zao) to live, not " to exist," for a thing 
can exist without living. And so vice versa, by the 
same showing, a thing can cease to live, and yet 
continue to exist. When we �ay that a man is 
dead, we do not mean that he has ceased to exist, 
but that he exists under new conditions. Even 
the body has not necessarily ceased to exist. 
Lazarus' body still existed in the tomb, but. when 
the Lord called him forth, it was not only the body 
that obeyed, but tlie spirit reunited to it, which had 
not ceased to exist either. There is no such,thought 
in Scripture as the sleep of the soul. It is the body 
which, °in a figurative sense, sleeps. To under
takers, grave-diggers and suchlike the body may 
be all, but the friends of the departed believer 
know he is with the Lord, and e_yen the world, 
for the most part, have the thought of some kind 
of survival of the departed, which like the belief 
in the existence of God, ·seems an innate intuition 
in the heart of man of every age and· race. This 
agrees exactly with the Bible usage, where death 

1 The Rich Man and Lazarus, p. 5. 



CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY 135 

never means cessation of existence, but separation 
of existence in the case of physical death, between 
body and spirit, and in the case of "the second 
death," between the sinner �nd God. The first 
occurrence of the word in the Bible is 9ften the key 
to its subsequent meaning. The word " death " 
is found first in the Lord's warning already referred 
to: "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt �urely die " 1 (Gen. ii. 17). To this Satan gave 
the lie direct, '' Ye shall not surely die '' (Gen. iii. 
4). If Adam did not die that very day in the sense 
in which God used the words, then the Devil was 
right. But what happened? They did not lose 
immortality, for they had never had it; certainly 
they did not cease to exist, nor even die physically. 
Indeed no outward change seems to have taken 
place in them : corporeally they were the same as 
before, but A MARKED AND MYSTERIOUS MORAL

CHANGE AT ONCE TOOK PLACE IN THEM. Their 
relatiqns with their Maker were _profoundly modi
fied. Hitherto they had enjoyed unbroken com
munion with Him, now when th�y heard His 
voice, they were afraid, a:nd liid themselves 
amongst the trees of the garden (Gen. iii. 8). 

A great gulf had yawned between them and 
their Maker. This is spiritual death. 

Physical death, though u�doubtedly part of the 
penalty of their disobedience-," Dust thou art and 
unto dust shalt thou return "-had to be insured 
in another way. 

They were excluded from the tree of life, of 
which previously they were allowed freely to eat 
(Gen. ii. 9-16). 

1 Hebrew, lit., "To die, thou· shalt die"; the idiom for 
emphasis, namely the Kal infinitive placed before the finite 
verb. The meaning conveyed by this idiomatic phrase is not 
at all that they would only begin to die the day they disobeyed, 
but that they would surely die that very. day. 
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"Now lest he put forth his hand and take also 
the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever" (Gen. 
iii. 22), that is, prolong indefinitely his physical
existence in a sin-haunted body, "therefore the
Lord God sent forth the man from the garden," etc.

The way the "Conditionalist" teachers juggle 
with this passage is truly mystifying. They do 
not like to say point blank that eating the tree of 
life would have atoned for Adam's sin, but they 
convey an impression that it was partly so. To 
quote one of them : 1 "This sentence might have 
been to some extent minimised and mitigated, had 
the wilful disobedience been followed immediately 
by partaking of the other tree," and lower down 
the same writer calls this "the dreadful goal of 
an age-lasting life in "the state of disobedience 
to his Creator." How then could it be a "mitiga-· 
tion '' ? · Certainly there was no virtue in the tree 
to affect their spiritual condition, but it was 
apparently just what their bodies needed to 
counter-balance the natural wear and tear of 
human -·existence-containing the true elixir of 
life, so long sought for since. 

The fallen ones were henceforth rigidly excluded 
from this source of bodily renovation, and physical 
death eventually supervened. 
_ Spiritual death has characterised the whole 
human race from Adam to our day. To the 
Ephesian believers the apostle writes, "And you 
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins " (Eph. ii. 1). 

This describes their condition before conversion. 
They were alive man-ward, for "they walked 
according to the course of this world," but they 
were spiritually dead to God. And this was their 

1 Truths, Earthly and Heavenly, May 1930, by A. van 
Someron, 
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state, when God in mercy quickened them. How 
clear then that "death" does not stand for non
existence, but" wrong-existence "I 

The Lord taught the same truth in John v. 24,

the believer " is passed from death into life." Of 
course he was existing before, but out of harmony 
with God, it was a state of moral death. One 
more example may suffice. "She that liveth in 
pleasure is dead while she liveth" (r Tim. v. 6). 
She is alive but it is a butterfly existence, not 
worthy of the name of life. It is what God calls 
death. How then is it possible to admit as the 
Conditionalists hold that death and cessation of 
existence are synonymous terms ? 

WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF THE DEAD IN THE 

INTERMEDIATE1 STATE? To learn this we need not 
only the testimony of the Old, but of the New 
Testament. . It is true that both are equally 
inspired, but in the New we have a fuller revelation 
of life and death from Jesus Christ, " Who hath 
abolished death and brought life and immortality 
(Greek ' incorruptibility ') to light through the 
Gospel" (2 Tim. i. ro). The qook of the Eccle
siast is a favourite book with the Conditionalists, 
for having been written in the demi-obscurity of a 
partial revelation, they think they can prove from 
it their doctrine of soul-sleep or soul-extinction as 
some prefer. They quote from ch. ix. to show 
that "the dead know not anything, neither have 
they any more a portion for ever in anything that 
is done under the sun,, (v. 5-6). Certainly, as far 
as the earth goes, that is, "under the sun," the dead 
know nothing, and have neither further reward 
nor portion in it, but how does this prove that the 
dead have no existence ? Their bodies sleep in 
the grave, but their spirits consciously exist in the 

1 The period between death and resurrection. 
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Unseen World-Sheol or Hades.1 The Old Testa
ment distinguishes between these two conditions, 

"Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hell (Sheol-the 
place for departed spirits) neither wilt Thou suffer 
Thy ·Holy One to see corruption." (i.e. the tomb) 
(Ps. xvi. IO). Only a few chapters on, in Eccle
siastes, we read, "Then shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was:- and the spirit shall return to 
God who gave it" {Eccles. xii. '7). In the New 
Testament the same thing is taught in clearer 
terms. The body of the penitent thief was buried 
in the common grave of the executed, but his 
spirit was in Paradise with Christ, according to the 
promise. By His death and resurrection, the Lord 

" hath abolished death " (i.e. for His people) and 
"brought life and incorruptibility to light through 
the Gospel" (2 Tim. i. Io). These are the hies.sings 
experienc�d in the bodies of the living and sleeping 
saints at Christ's coming. Again, the Apostle 
Paul speaks of death as of" departing to be with 
Christ, which is far better " (Phil. i. 23), or of 
being'' absent from the body, and ... present with 
the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8). This can only describe 
the intermediate or unclothed state, for in resurrec
tion the believer will in no sense be absent from 
the qody, but in it, in a glorified condition. The 
Conditionalists deny the possibility of conscious 
existence apart from the body, but the Apostle 
Paul evide{!tly did not share their views, witness 
his description in 2 Cor. xi. 2 of his wonderful 
experience when caught up to Paradise ; he was 
perfectly conscious of where he was, of what was 
passing around him, of the words he heard, and 
their sacred character, etc. Evidently, a Condi
tionalist would assert, he must have been in his 

1 Hades, from two Greek words : a-not, idein-to see, the 
Unseen World. 

I 
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body, for otherwise, he would have known nothing 
of what passed. The Apostle on the contrary is at 
pains to assure us twice that '' he could not tell 
whether he was in the body or out of the body." 
We prefer to be with Paul in his uncertainties, 
than with Conditionalists in their assertions. All 
this is illustrated by our· Lord when He lifts the 
veil of the Unseen World in the narrative of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus 1 ·(Luke xvi.) and shows us 
two souls·in the intermediate state, the one lost, 
the other safe. It is clear from this and the other 
passages quoted, that in th.e period betwee11- death 
and resurrection_, the condition of the dead is: 

(I) A -disembodied_ state.
Lazarus and the " rich man " had died, and had

in either case no doubt received some kind of 
burial, but their spiritual personality survived. 

(2) A state of conscious existence.
These two are no more extinct or unconscious 

than Abraham, but real an,d unchanged. One was 
comforted and the other tormented. 

. . 

(3) A statf, of active interchange of thought.
How, we know not, but evidently distance and 

being apart from the body, are J?.O impediment to 
this. Hades is not a -place��f silence, as Isa. xiv. g 
shows. "A1:l they shall speak," etc., and Eze�. 
xxxii. 2I, " The st�ong among the mighty shall

1 An attempt has been made to discredit this whole passage 
by saying that the Lord was adopting a tradition of the 
Pharisee. This is a mere ex parte statement, without the 
slightest'proof or probability. Our Lord never adopted what 
was not true but rebuked it as a lie, and it is an insult to Him 
to suggest the contrary. 1 To use a tradition which He knew 
was false, to crush opponents, who believed it true, would be 
an expedient not worthy of any straightforward worldly 
controversialist, inuch less of Him who is" the Truth." 
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speak to him out of the midst of Sheol.'' No one 
denies that the grave is a place of silence, the body 
is not conscious, but it is equally evident that this 
does not prevent certain spiritual activities. 

(4) A state of recognition and reme�brance.
" Father Abraham, send Lazarus." " I have

five brethren." " Son, remember ! " 

(5) An immediate state.
That is, it ensues at once on death. "The rich

man died, and was buried, and being in Hell, he 
- lifted up his eyes, being in torrrient." "To-day

shalt thou be with Me in Paradise."

(6) A state of blessing for the believer: of
. torment for: the impenitent. 

(7) An irrevocable state.
"Between· us and you there is a great gulf

fixed." 

WHAT WILL BE THE ETERNAL STATE OF THE 

IMPENITENT ? 

These teachers insist on resurrection, but what 
they call_ resurrection is really, as they deny the 
survival of the soul after death, the re-creation of 
an extinct being, with no guarantee of continuity 
of person?,lity or responsibility. The Lord met the 
Sadducees in their denial of resurrection by show
ing that Jehovah's words, "I am the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob," implied the 
survival of these patriarchs for "God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living." To prevent 
all misunderstanding the Lord adds "FOR ALL

LIVE UNTO HIM " (Luke xx. 38). The Condition
alists change this to " will live " in order to make 
the words refer to resurrection, but the tense is 
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present, and the argument, depends on the 
patriarchs existing somewhere, when Jehovah. 
spoke to Moses. 

Again in Rev. xix. 20 we learn that "the beast 
and the false prophet," the 'two human leaders of 
the rebel hosts in the great closing scene, will be 
cast alive into a lake burning with fire and brim
stone. According to the older Annihilationists they 
must at once be consumed, as any material object 
would, if cast into a furnace; but I believe their 
latest theory says something else: it will take 
time ; every one will suffer a certain amount and 
endure proportionately. It is really a go-as-you
please system of doctrine, to which any teacher 
may add to or subtract from as may seeyµ con
venient. But could rtot the God who preserved 
Shadrach and his friends in the furnace at Babylon 
intervene and prevent these two wicked men from 
being consumed? The words, "Every one shall 
be salted with fire," seem to contain an ominous 
intimation of this. That this will be the case is 
proved in the next chapter of Rev. xx. IO, -when the 
Devil will be cast into the same place as the two 
lost men 1 who will be found still existing there, 
and as we read of the three, " they shall be tor
mented day· and night for ever and ever, a con:
scious, endless state, where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched," and I think it is 
only too clear that these awful personages are 
representative of those who have followed them, 
and who will share their fate. In Rev. xx. 15, it is 
written, " whosoever was not found in the book of 
life was cast into the lake •Of fire," not to be anni--

1 Some Conditionalists assert that the beast and the false 
prophet are not men but systems. It would be strange that 
two systems should be cast alive into a lake of fire and be 
tormented there. The idea of the Devil, a real personality, 
being tor�ented with two systems seems incongruous. 
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hilated, but to "have their part " there (Rev. 
xxi. 8), and that according to their character and
works, whether ! ' �earful or unbelieving, or abomin
able or murderers, or whoremongers or sorcerers
or idolators ·or liars." This fearful condition i�
�escribed as " the second death "-eternal separa-
tion from God, the source of all life and good. 

When we t�rn to the Gospels and Epistles the 
above testimony is borne out in many solemn 
passages. What is called, in order to discredit it, 
the "figurativ�," "hyperbolical ,, language of the
Apocalyptic visio�s, finds its exact co�nterpart in 
the language of our Lord and His most prominent 
servants .. Listen to John the Baptist: "He will 
gather His wheat into the gamer, but He will bum 
up the chaff with fire unquenchable ,, (Matt. iii. 12),
clearly figures in both cases; but why " unquench
able fire," if the wicked are to be consumed like 
literal chaff? Paul speaks of those who shall be 
"punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord." " Destruction ,, is from a
root (Ollumi) signifying utter ruin, but never 
annihilation. ' The same root is used of " the 
marred bottles "· of �ark xi. 22. Not annihilated, 
but spoilt .for their original p-qrpose, "the lost

-sheep of the house of Israel" (Mark xi. 22), the lost

money of Luke xv., the lost men whom the Son of
Man came to save (Luke xix.) They are not
"annihilated," but if they refuse. the seeking·
Saviour, their destroyed, ruinyd condition can only
be perpetuated in the future state. Those who
refused His " Come I " will hear His " Depart ! "
and be banished for ever from His presence.. Now
."· banishment " conveys the thought of exclusion
from blessing, rath,er than of extinction of being.
Peter and Jude both write of certain ones "to
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for



CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY 143 

ever." Such words imply a conscious experience 
to eyes that fain would see the light. To qugte 
once more from John the Divine, he affirms of the 
one who takes the mark of the beast that he will 
be " tormented for ever and ever " (Rev. xiv. II). 
Does our Lord's teaching, then, harmonise or cla_sh 
with such words ? 

Surely the Conditionalists must at_ any rate find 
support for their views in His words ! Nothing 
can be further from the truth. '� Fear Him, which 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell " 
(Matt. x. 28), the same word as above. The lost 
might have become in the hand of a "God who 
is rich in mercy," " vessels of mercy." Alas ! they 
have fitted themselves to be "vessels of wrath." 
Later, the Lord, the embodiment of love to those 
who repent, says He will carry out the dread 
sentence in person. " The Son of man shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire, there shall be (not 
extinction of being, but) weeping and gnashing of 
teeth" (Matt. xiii. 42). In another place He warns 
men that' it is better to enter life, having one eye, 
hand or foot, than, having a full complement of 
members, ·be cast " where their worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched " into Hell (Gehenna) 
(Mark ix. 43-49). A persistent attempt is made 
to confuse this with Ge-Hinnom, the literal v�ey 
on the outskirts of Jerusalem, into which the 
" bins " of the city were emptied. But no educated 
Jew would ever confound the two. '' There are 
two palm trees," says the Talmudist, "in the 
valley of Hinnom, between which a smoke ariseth, 
it is the door of Gehenna." Of course this is legend, 
but is useful as showing the commonly received 
distinction between the literal and the invisible. 
If our Lord were in fact referring to a literal 

. burning in· the valley of Hinnom, His argument 
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would lose all force or indeed be reversed. It does 
not need a great logician to see that it would be 
preferable to be cremated in the valley of Hinnom 
with limbs intact, than to suffer a _painful amputa
tion during lifetime. 

But if our Lord was speaking of Gehenna, " the 
lake of fire," His argument was most convincing. 
It would certainly be better for a man to suffer any 
loss now, than keep his sin and be damned for ever 
in hell. The symbols are terrible, the reality 
infinitely more so, for it will be for always. Such 
are but samples of our Lord's most terrible 

· warnings. Those who under one plausible pretext
or another seek to evade these plain teachings of
Scriptures, seem to claim a monopoly of love and
charge their opponents with scaring sinners away
from God by setting up a fearful caricature; they
claim in fact to be more jealous for God than our
Lord Jesus Christ, for He was at no pains to avoid
language which -lends itself to what has always
seemed to Christians and others to be the in
evitable meaning of Scripture. But surely there is
more true love· shown in warning sinners, who
refuse· to repent, of the terrible alternative of an

. en�less hell than in assuring them that they have
nothing particular to fear beyond suffering extinc
tion of being ..

Such teachers are truly destroyers of men's
souls, and are running the terrible risk of bringing
on themselves the Divine judgments pronounced
on those who take away from the· Scriptures:
"God shall take away his part out of the tree of
life and out of the holy city and from the things
which are written in this book " (Rev. xxii. 19).

We may leave this solemn subject with the
enunciation of four principles: first, "Let God be
true, but every man a liar,,; second, "God is
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love" and "wills that all men shall be saved," so 
that wherever He can righteously apply to a soul 
the a toning blood of Christ, which cleanseth from 
all sin, He will ; third, " Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ? " fourth, " Flee from the 
wrath to come I '' (Rom. iii. 4; I John iv. 8; 
I Tim. ii. 4;. Gen. xviii. 25 ; Matt. ii. 7). 

/ 
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A BELIEVED LIE AND 

A HIDDEN GOSPEL 

BY THE LATE HORATIUS BONAR, D.D. 

" For this cause God shall send them strong delusion. that they 
should believe a lie " (2 Thess. ii. II).

"If our Gospel be hid; it is hid to them that are lost" (2 Cor. 
iv. 3).

THE warnings to the Thessalonians concerning the 
perils of the last days in this second chapter are 

/very awful. These are appalling words-" the 
mystery of iniquity," " the working of Satan," 
'' lying wpnders,'' '' deceivableness of unrighteous
ness," " strong delusion," " believing a lie," " all 
damned who believed not the truth." They are 
written specially for our days; and we see, or 
rather feel, these terrible delusions gathering round 
us more and more subtly every day, deceiving, if 
it were possible, the very elect. 

Every lie is evil-� but the lie of the last days is 
the most evil of all. All unbelief is more or less the 
belief of a lie, but the unbelief of the last days will 
be the belief of Satan's darkest and subtlest lie, 
the lie of Antichrist. It is against this that the 
apostle warns the Thessalonians. 

But apart from the believed lie, there is a hidden 
gospel, and it is of this that the apostle speaks so 
solemnly to the Corinthians in connection with his 
own ministry. A hidden gospel ; lost souls ; the 
god of this �orld ; the l?linded eye ; all these are 
unspeakably terrible. 
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There is such a thing as a hidden gospel, and a 
Jost soul. 

A hidden gospel. What does that mean? Not 
an imperfect gospel ; not an obscure or mystified 
gospel ; not a false gospel ; not " another gospel," 
as he speaks elsewhere. No, but '' our '' gospel
" my gospel" and Timothy's-the gospel of all 
my fellow-workers. It is Paul's gospel, Christ's 
gospel. The true gospel is said to be hidden. 
There is something fearful in these simple words-· 
a hidden gospel! An eclipsed sun, a dried-up well 
-these are but poor emblems of a hidden gospel.
For if it be hidden, then (r) the way to heaven is
lost; (2) peace is gone; (3) life is gone; (4) hope
is gone ; (5) the anchor of the soul is destroyed.
Take away or hide the gospel, and what is there
for a man to take refuge in ? Hide the gospel, and
you shut the gates of heaven; you fill earth with
gloom; you make life not worth the having, death
terrible, and. eternity a region of unmitigated
despair. Hide the gospel, and you may close the
·Bible, stop preaching and say, "Let us eat and
drink, .for to-morrow we 'die."

But who hides the gospel ? (r) Not God. He
has sent it, lighted it up. He does not hide the sun
from the earth .. (2) Not Christ. He has come a
light into the world; and His object is to show
Himself, not to hide Himself. (3) Not the Holy
Spirit. His office is to glorify Christ, and to unfold
the gospel. He certainly draws no veil over the
face of Christ, but unveils Him, reveals Him.
(4) Not the good angels. They desire· to look into
these things themselves, and to see others also
searching them. They would not, even if they
could, hide the gospel of Christ.

Who, then, hide it ? (r) The man himself. He 
shuts his eye; he closes his lattice against the 
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light; he sets the world between him and the 
gospel. He refuses to receive it; he buries it out 
of sight ; he treats it as the Jews treated Christ. ' 
He hates it ; turns away from it ; prefers other 
light, and another gospel. 

(2) The god of this world. Satan is the great
obscurer of the gospel ; he tries to keep the S�n of 
Righteousness in perpetual eclipse, by keeping his 
world between Him and the sinner. He blinds 
the minds of them that believe not; he keeps out the 
light of the knowledge· of the glory of ·God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Thus, then, the sinner and 
Satan combine to hide the gospel: not the sinner 
without Satan, nor Satan without the sinner, but 
both co-operating, and both because they hate 
the gospel and its light, and Him especially who 
is its Sun. 

This kind of hiding can only occur when the 
pure gospel is preached. There are other kinds of 
hiding, with false, with defective gospels. But the 
special awfulness of Jhe present case is, that it 
occurs·in connection with Paul's gospel. It is this 
that is hidden: and the hiding of it is eternal 
darkness and ruin. How perilous the position of 
the hearers of the pure gospel I Sometimes these 
congratulate themselves on their privileges, and 
seem to think themselves all right because their 
minister preaches a pure gospel! Ah, that may 
be their ruin I It is in such a congregation that 
Satan works so terribly and so peculiarly, entering 
into confederacy with the sinner to shut out the 
light! So he did in the days of the prophets, so 
that they said, "Who hath believed our report? " 
He did so in the days of Christ Himself, so that He 
said, "Thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and prudent. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in Thy sight" When the light is at its 
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brightest, the deepest darkness is found. Oh 
sorrowful issue of a preached Christ I Deeper 
-darkness, stronger delusion, more obdurate blind
ness, more resolute unbelief, and a more awful
eternity l

Slight not the good news, 0 man. They may· 
seem to you just now to be nothing ; they will 
soon be ALL. Take the divine testimony to the 
great propitiation on the Cross._ There is Salvation 
in the reception of that testimony. Don't get into 
metaphysical labyrinths of theological puzzles 
about the meaning and nature of faith. The thing 
to be believed is that with which you have to do. 
Is it true, or is it not ? Your reception of it as a 
true thing, as the very truth of God, is what He 
demands of you. Could He ask less ? Do you 
need more ? If it is true, then receive it, and/ in 
receiving it, you will receive ETERNAL LIFE.



A.TIMELY WARNING

BY THE LATE PHILIP DOD DRI DGE, D.D. 

"Ye will not come to ME, that ye might have life" (John v. 40). 

" Go THY WAY FOR THIS TIME ; WHEN- I HA VE A 
CONVENI ENT SE ASON I WILL CALL FOR THE E". 
(Acts xxiv. 25), was the language and ruin of 
unhappy Felix, when he trembled under the 
reasonings and expostulations of the Apostle. The 
tempter presumed not to urge that he should give 
up all thoughts of " REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD,
AND FA ITH TOWARD OUR LORD J ESUS CHRIST

,,

(Acts xx. 21), but only that he should defer it to 
another day. The delusion succeeded, and Felix 
was undone. 

Will you, reader, dismiss me thus ? For your 
own sake, and out of tender compassion to your 
precious soul, I would not willingly accept such a 
dismission and excuse. No, not though you should 
fix a time ; though you should determine on the 
next year, or month, or week, or da.y. I would 
turn upon you, with all the eagerness and tender
ness of friendly importunity, and entreat you to 
bring the important matter of your SO UL'S SALVA
TI ON to an issue even NOW. For who, and what 
are you, that you should lay your account for years 
or for months to come? "What is your life? Is 
it not even 'a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away ' ? " (Jas. iv. 14). 
And what is your security, or what is your peculiar 
warrant, that you should thus depend upon the 
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certainty of its continuance ? and that so abso
lutely as to venture, as it were, to pawn your soul 
upon it? Why, you- will perhaps say, "I am 
young, and in all my bloom and vigour: I see 
hundreds about me, who are more than double my 
age ; and not a few of them who seem to think it 
too soon to think of death yet." You view the 
living, and you talk thus. But l'BESEECH you, 
think of the DEAD. Return in your thoughts, to 
those graves in which you left some of your com
panions and your friends. You saw them a while 
ago gay and active ; warm with lif�, and hopes, 
and schemes. And some of them would have 
thought a friend strangely importunate that should 
have interrupted them in their business ·and their 
pleasure, with a solemn conversation on DEATH and 
ETERNITY. Yet they were then on the very borders 
of both. You have since seen their corpses, or at 
least their coffins; and probably carried about 
with you the badges of mourning. Those once 
vigorous and perhaps beautiful bodies of theirs 
now lie mouldering in the dust, as senseless and 
helpless as the most decrepit pieces of human 
nature which fourscore years ever brought down to 
it. And, what is infinitely more to be regarded, 
their SOULS, whether prepared for this great change 
or thoughtless of it, have made their appearance 
before God, and are, at this moment, fixed either 
in HEAVEN or HELL. 

Now, let me seriously ask you, would it be 
miraculous, or would it be strange, if such an 
event should befall you? How are you sure 
that some fatal disease will not this day begin 
to work in your veins·? How are you sure that 
you shall ever be capable of reading or thinking 
any more, if you do not attend to what you now 
read., and pursue the thought which is now 
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offering itself to your mind? This sudden altera
tion may at least probably happen ; and if it does, 
it will be to you a TERRIBLE ONE INDEED. To be 
thus surprised into the presence of a forgotten 
God; to be torn away, at once, from your friends 
and a world to which your whole heart and soul 
has been riveted ; a world which has engrossed all 
your thoughts and cares, all your desires and 
pursuits; and to be fixed in a state, which you 

,,. never could be so far persuaded to think of as to
spend so much as one hour in serious preparation 
for it: how you must even shudder at the appre
hension of it, and with what horror must it fill you ! 
It seems matter of wonder that, in such circum
stances, you are almost distracted with the thought 
of the uncertainty of life, and are not even ready 
to die for fear of deatl). and judgment. To trifle 
with God any longer after so solemn an admonition 
as this, would be a circumstance of additional 
provocation, which, after all the rest, might be 
fatal z nor is ·there anything you can expect in 
such a case, but that He should cut you off 
immediately, and teach others by your ruin, what 
a hazardous experiment they make when they act 
as you are acting. 

And will you, after all, run this desperate risk? 
For what imaginable purpose can you do it ? Do 
you think THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOUL will 
become less necessary by your delay ? You know 
that it will not. You know that whatever the 
blessed God demands now, He will also demand 
twenty or thirty years hence, if you should live 
to see the time. God has fixed the method, in 
which He will pardon and accept sinners in His 
Gospel. And will He ever alter that method ? 
Or, if He will not, can men alter it ? You like not 
to think of repenting, and humbling yourself 
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before God, to receive ETERNAL LIFE from HIM, as 
a free gift; and you, above all, dislike the thought 
of returning to God in the ways of holy obedience. 
But will He ever dispense with any of these, and 
publish a new Gospel, with the promise of life and 
salvation to men, if they will but call themselves 
Christians, and submit to a few external rites? 
How long, do you think, you might wait for such 
a change in the constitution of things ? You 
know DEATH will come upon you : and you cannot 
but know, in your own conscience, that a general 
dissolution will come upon the world long before 
God can deny Himself, and contradict all His 
perfections and all His declarations. 

Or, if His demands continue the same, as they 
assuredly will, do you. think anything which is now 
disagreeable to you in them will be less .dis
agreeable hereafter than it is at present? Shall 
you love the world and the things of it less when 
they have become more habitual to you, and when 
conscience is yet more enfeebled and seared? If 
you are running with the footmen and fainting, 
shall you be able to contend with the horsemen? 
(Jer. xii. 5). Surely you cannot imagine it. You 
would not say, in any sickness which threatened 
your life," I will wait till I grow a little worse, and 
then I will apply to a physician; I will let my 
disease get a little more rooting in my vitals, and 
then I will try what can be done to remove it." 
No, it is only where the life of the soul is con
cerned, that men think thus wildly ; the life and 
health of the body appear too precious to be thus 
trifled away. 

If after such desperate experiments you are ever 
recovered, it must be by an operation of the Holy 
Spirit. " It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing " (John vi. 63). And can 
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you expect that the Holy Spirit should, be more 
ready to create a1:ew, in_cons�quence of�our having
so shamefully trifled with Him, and resisted Him? 
If He !s now, in some measure, moving on your 
heart, 1f you feel any secret relentings in· it upon 
what you read, it is a sign that you are not yet 
utterly forsaken. But who can tell whether these 
are · not the last touches He will ever give to a 
heart so long hardened against Him? Who can 
tell but God may this day swear in His wrath that 
you .shall not enter into His rest? (Heb. iii. 18). 
I have been telling-you that you may immediately 
die. You own it is possible you may. And can 
you think of anything more terrible ? Yes, reader, 
I will tell you of one thing MORE DREADFUL THAN

IMMEDIATE DEATH AND IMMEDIATE DAMNATION. 

The blessed God may say," As for that man who 
has so long trifled with Me, and provoked Me, let 
him still live: let him live in the midst of pros
perity and plenty ; let him live under the purest 
and most powerful ordinances of the Gospel too, 
that he may abuse them, to aggravate his con
·demnation,· and die under sevenfold guilt and a
sevenfold curse. I will not give him the grace to
think of his ways for one serious moment more ;
but he shall go on from bad to worse, filling up the
measure of his iniquities, till death and destruction
seize him in an unexpected hour, and wrath come
upon him to the uttermost (r Thess. ii. 16).

You think this is an uncommon case, but I fear
it is much otherwise. I fear there are few districts
where the Gospel has been preached, and where it
has long been despised., especially by those ·whom
it had once awakened, in which the eye of God does
not see a number of such wretched souls.

I pretend not to say how He will deal with you,
O reader; whether He will immediately cut you
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off, or seal you up under final hardness and impeni
tence of heart ; or whether His grace may at 
length awaken you to consider your ways and tum 
to Him, even when your heart is grown yet more 
obdurate than it is at present, for to His almighty 
grace nothing is hard, not even to transform a rock 
of marble into a man and a saint. But this I will 
confidently say, that if you DELAY ANY LONGER,

the time will come when you will bitt�rly repent 
of that delay, and either lament it before God in 
the anguish of your heart here, or curse your own 
folly and madness in hell ; yea, when you will wish 
that, dreadful as hell is, you had rather fallen into 
it sooner than have lived in the midst of so many 
abused mercies, to render the degree of your 
punishment more insupportable, and your sense of 
it.more extremely tormenting. 

I do therefore earnestly exhort you, in the name 
0f our Lord Jesus Christ, and by. the worth of 
your precious soul that you delay not a day, nor 
an hour longer, for there is not a promise in the 
Bible that God will save you to-morrow. The only 
time in which God holds out free and full salvation 
is TO-DAY. Many are putting off their conversion 
till a TO-MORROW that will never come. The stroke 
of death will lay them low; they pass into the 

\. eternal world, halting, procrastinating. 
Reader, be warned. Leave not the great, the 

momentous _question of your personal salvation, 
your eternal destiny to an uncertain to-morrow. 
Have it settled TO-DAY.

"Now is the day of Salvation." 
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boards, 1/-.

BLACKBOARD LESSONS. Emblematic Gospel 
Subjects, Illustrated Object Lessons, and Chalk 
Talks for the Young. Cloth boards, 1/6, by post, 
1/9. 

THE ''WATCHMAN'' RECITER. A collection of 
Reliable and Instructive Dialogues and Recitations. 
Cloth boards, 1/6, Paper boards, I/-, postage, 3d. 

NURSERY RHYMES. The �ospel in Nursery Rhyme 
for Tiny Jots. Size 7 by 8! ins. Illustrated. Strong 
l?icture Cover, 1/-, by_post, 1/8. 

JOHN RITCHIE Ltd., Publishers, KILMARNOCK 



Companion Books 

TO 

"1ETEJRNAL JLIFJE'' 
Uniform in Size and Binding. 

EDITORS: 

WM. HOSTE, B.A., and R. McELHERAN. 

SALVATION 

AND · HOW TO POSSESS IT 

Fifteen Chapters by well-known writers, simply and 
clearly stating how a person can be sa.ved, and know it. 

Cloth, 2/- net. 

. THE GREAT SACRIFICE 

Or, WHAT THE DEATH OF CHRIST HAS WROUGHT. 

Fifteen of the foremost Gospel writers of to-day tell 
of the Triumphs of Calvary ·and the blessings it has 

brought. 

Cloth, 2/- net. 

THE ACCEPTED TIME 

Twenty-Five Addresses by JOHN RITCHIE, C. H. 
SPURGEON, ALEX. MARSHALL, Dr. MATTHEWS, 
H. P. BARKER, J. C. M. DAWSON, B.A., etc. Packed 
full with suggestive, thoughtful matter. Just the 

thing for the Gospel worker. 

Cloth, 2/- net. 

JOHN RITCHIE LTD., PUBLISHERS

KILMARNOCK, SCOTLAND 
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