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PREFACE 

Peter's epistles have a distinctive voice for the 
young believer, for his ministry is mainly regarding 
the kingdom of God ; suffering being the present 
portion, and the coming glory the reward of those 
who are true to the principles of that kingdom. 
His epistles also show how the blessings of the 
believer are now spiritual and heavenly, in con¬ 
trast to the natural and earthly blessings of God's 
earthly people, Israel. Whether election, re¬ 
demption, the inheritance, the house of God, 
priesthood ; all have a new form in the new dis¬ 
pensation. Another subject of great importance 
is brought before us, namely, the government of 
God. This, as the reader may see, is "tempered by 
the dominant feature of the present time—GRACE. 





SHORT PAPERS ON PETER'S 
EPISTLES 

BLESSINGS IN A NEW FORM 
1 PETER 1 :1-4 

WHAT an immense shock the death of the Lord 
Jesus must have been to those of His disciples 
who had hoped "that it had been he which should 
have redeemed Israel." Luke 24:21 . It was a 
sorrow, indeed, to them all; but a shock to 
these ; for not only had they been drawn to Him 
by the irresistible power of His grace and loved 
Him—and indeed, how they all loved Him—but 
the hopes connected with the Messiah on earth 
had risen high in their hearts, as we may learn 
from the chapter already cited. 

Jesus had died, alas ! and their hopes seemed 
shattered. But they, who had been so drawn 
to Him, were to learn that in a risen Saviour 
and Lord all had been (not lost, but) eternally 
secured ! 

This and other similar questions are explained 
in the epistles of Peter. Not that Peter wrote 
to those who had known the Lord on earth, for 
he says, "Whom having not seen, ye love," 1 Pet. 
1:8. But his epistles show how the hopes and 
blessings of Israel are secured in a risen Christ, 
and are now to be known in a new way or form. 



As is the case with every part of Scripture, 
the epistles of Peter have their own distinctive 
place and character in the unfolding of divine 
truth. Rightly to understand their bearing we 
must remember that Peter was the apostle to 
the circumcision, that is, to those of the Jewish 
nation, see Gal. 2 : 8 ; although in the ways of 
God it was he who had been selected to open 
the door of faith to the Gentiles. The keys of 
the kingdom of heaven* had been given to him, 
and in the exercise of this administrative service 
he had not only preached to the Jews, as recorded 
in Acts 2, but had also preached to Cornelius 
and his Gentile kinsfolk, as we may read in Acts 10. 
Yet his distinctive apostleship was to the Jews. 
Accordingly we find his epistles have this unique 
character. 

Such being the case we shall observe that the 
blessings of Christianity are presented as blessings 
with which God's earthly people had been in a 
sense already familiar, but were henceforth to 
be known in quite a new and different manner. 
They were blessings not new in the sense of never 
having been heard of before, but new in their 
character or form. This is important to bear in 
mind in reading these epistles ; for in a peculiar 
way they show that there is no lapse in the ways 
of God. Man's failure did not defeat God ! 
Priesthood and sacrifices, God's chosen nation 
and His kingdom may have all broken down in 

* Not, be it observed, the keys of heaven ; the " kingdom 
of heaven" is on earth. 



man's weak hand ; but all have now been taken up 
by Christ and placed on a firm and unfailing 
footing. Our chapter reads : 

"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, Elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
santification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace 
unto you, and peace, be multiplied," 1 Peter 
1:1, 2. 

Those to whom the apostle wrote were 
"scattered." They were, therefore, not in the 
possession of their earthly inheritance, the land 
promised to their fathers. The coming of their 
Messiah, Christ, too, had not in any way changed 
their position in this respect. If indeed they had 
heard of His coming to earth—of His birth in 
Bethlehem, of His works of power, of His words 
of grace—His death had crushed any hopes that 
might have arisen in their hearts. But they had 
believed on a Christ they had not seen ! In this 
respect, from the start of their spiritual history, 
they had received the knowledge of their blessing 
in strict accord with the new dispensation which 
had begun : 

THE DISPENSATION OF FAITH.* 

A cloud received Jesus out of the sight of those 
who had seen Him here ; these to whom Peter 
wrote had not seen Him. Hence they stood in 
the same position as we now stand. Let us note 

* See 1 Timothy 1 :4 (N.T.). 
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some of the blessings which were to be known in 
a new way. 

The election still held good ; but it was not now 
connected with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
It had been secured by grace and was according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father. The 
name Father tells us of God revealed in His 
activities in grace. 

They had a sanctification too ; but it was not 
now connected with what they had been in the 
flesh as of Israel's stock. It was a sanctification 
of the Spirit. 

And then the blood of sprinkling and obedience ; 
but this was not now the blood of a covenant 
which spoke of death for every transgressor, and 
the obedience was not now connected with the 
demands of Sinai. God's people had been sanctified 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus. This precious blood spoke of blessing 
secured, and the obedience was a new kind alto¬ 
gether and was in connection with a law of liberty. 
(Contrast Exod. 24 : 7, 8 and Heb. 8 : 9 - 1 3 ; 9 : 
18-22 ; James 1 : 25 ; Rom. 13 : 10.) 

Election, sanctification, and the sprinkling of 
blood were all to be known in a new way. Instead 
of being in flesh, they were secured in the Spirit, 
connected with God the Father, and Jesus' precious 
blood ! 

What dignity this change gave to the character 
of everything ! The very Persons of the Trinity 
(as we speak) were connected with their blessings. 
And all were received by faith. We are all on 



common ground here. The sovereignty which, 
could call Abram, choose Isaac, and select Jacob, 
shows itself still more supreme when God the 
Father elects according to His own foreknowledge ! 
And this very sovereignty is not inconsistent if it 
even chooses poor Gentiles too, as Romans 9 : 
1-14 explains. How rightly we can thank God for 
His sovereignty. We had no hope apart from this ! 

Everything was new in its character. Then, too, 
their hopes. Not now were these connected with 
earth or Canaan. Our chapter continues : 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
To an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you." 

The death and the resurrection of Christ had 
changed all. Many hopes had rightly centred in 
Jesus on earth; but Jesus' death seemed to 
close every door of hope on this line. Were they 
lost, then ? Impossible ! God cannot fail. Jesus 
was risen. His resurrection was the bringing to 
light and security of every hope. These believers 
had been begotten again to living hopes by Jesus' 
resurrection. When all had been lost by the sin of 
man, by those "wicked hands" that had crucified 
Jesus, God's abundant "mercy" had revived all 
again by the power of resurrection. 

How far greater and more wonderful all is now ! 
What was Canaan in comparison with an inheri¬ 
tance in heaven ? Earth, even the land of promise, 
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is but the place of the death of Jesus. There are 
no hopes there. His life was taken from the earth. 
This is what the Ethiopian had to learn in Acts 8. 
Stephen had seen Jesus in heaven ; there are all 
our hopes. The Ethiopian reads how Jesus' life 
had been taken from the earth. Jerusalem does 
not attract him now. Soon after the city and the 
temple were destroyed. But the incorruptible and 
undefined and unfading inheritance is in heaven 
where Jesus is ! Have you ever realised this, 
dear reader ? Where are your hopes ? Do you 
know that Jesus has died here ? He is risen. 
Where Jesus is, is the place of our every hope and 
our every blessing. All has changed since Jesus 
died and is risen again. 

There is a great danger of believers to-day over¬ 
looking the heavenly character of their blessing. 
Israel was an earthly people with a national 
history and earthly religion. Israel had a material 
temple. All was connected with sight and earth. 
The Christian's blessings are different from this ; 
they are connected with faith and heaven. We are 
a heavenly people. The One we love has been 
refused His place as King here, but He is now, as 
we well know, in heaven. Our hopes are there 
where He is. Death as a gloomy cloud hangs over 
everything here ; but a risen Lord has brought to 
light brighter hopes. We have been begotten to 
living hopes by Jesus' resurrection. 

Reader, where is your heart ? Where are your 
interests ? 



THE TRIAL OF FAITH AND SOUL 
SALVATION 

1 PETER 1 : 5-9 

Those to whom the first epistle of Peter was 
addressed apparently had not seen the Lord ; for 
we read, "Whom having not seen ye love." They 
had received their knowledge of Jesus through 
report and had accepted it by faith, and their bless¬ 
ings were reserved for them in heaven. In this 
latter connection two things stand out as linked 
together, namely, the power of God and faith. 
"Who are kept by the power of God through 
faith." No outward proof had been given to these 
believers as to the certainty or reality of their 
blessings. Everything had been secured by Jesus' 
death and resurrection and the report of all had 
been accepted by the hearing of faith. All who 
are believers now, stand on this common footing, 
for the present period is a dispensation in faith, 
1 Tim. 1 :4 (N.T.). 

The prospect of full salvation—that is, salvation 
in every respect—soon to be revealed, may well 
fill our hearts with joy, as it did the hearts of these 
believers : though for the present faith is put to 
the test in our case as in theirs. 

In the passage before us, 1 Pet. 1 : 5-9, God's 
power is spoken of as definitely linked with faith 
and connected with the preservation of our souls 
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during a period of trial, the trial of faith. Generally 
speaking, God does not now exert His power to 
deliver us from our untoward circumstances. He 
may do so exceptionally, as He delivered Peter 
from prison. But James was beheaded. Trophimus, 
too, was left at Miletus sick. We well know that 
our families are not immune from illness, nor are 
we exempt from pressure of circumstances. We 
have no outward, proof that God's favour rests 
upon us. Faith is being tested. We know a 
Saviour who was crucified here, but who is risen 
from the dead. We know that He is soon coming 
again, when every promise shall be fulfilled and 
faith shall have its vindication and shall cease in 
the actual possession of all that we have waited for ; 
and more than all, having not seen Jesus, we love 
Him ! But for the present our proofs are only 
available to faith. 

The power of God is none the less real, however, 
but it is only proved by faith. Indeed only through 
faith is this power available, as we read, "the 
power of God through faith." How then is God's 
power shown ? How is it known now ? It is 
known in our souls ; we receive the end of our 
faith, the salvation of the soul. 

Paul and Silas in the gaol at Philippi are a 
happy illustration and give a very clear proof of 
this soul salvation. With scourged backs, in the 
inner prison, with feet fast in stocks, these two 
men proved God's power ! I do not refer to the 
earthquake ; that was a second evidence of His 
power, when it was put forth in a different way. 



I speak of the power of God which was experienced 
in their souls through faith. No inner prison could 
imprison their souls. There was no doubt as to the 
trial of faith ; but no wall or gate could bound the 
movement of faith. The call over to Macedonia 
seemed a mistake, a failure humanly speaking. 
Paul and Silas were in prison and in the most 
distressing circumstances, and their evangelical 
tour appeared to have reached an unhappy end. 
But it was not so in reality. These two happy men 
were kept by God's power through faith. No 
fetters bound their hearts ! In the joy of soul 
salvation, in believing on Jesus whom they loved, 
they pray and sing praises. Happy men, indeed! 
That later on God was pleased to put forth His 
power and shake the prison to its foundation, was 
quite another matter. It was not that which made 
them sing. They sang while in the prison ! 

It is similar during the whole of this "dispensa¬ 
tion in faith." In the world to come—the millen¬ 
nium, as it is sometimes called—the dispensation 
will be one of sight. God's salvation will have 
been shown in having delivered His people from 
unparalleled pressure. Satan will be bound ; the 
power of death annulled ; the effects of sin re¬ 
moved ; and the earth shall then experience the 
benign influence and happy conditions of the reign 
of Jesus. The reign of grace will then be public ; 
but now it is only known by faith and in our souls. 
Hence there is the trial of faith. 

"Manifold temptations "—that is to say, diffi¬ 
culties—test whether we can trust God in spite 



of every outwardly untoward circumstance. "We 
had the sentence of death in ourselves," says the 
apostle in 2 Corinthians 1:9, "that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 
dead." Resurrection will mean vindication. "If 
it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us . . . and he will deliver us," the three Hebrew 
captives said, Dan. 3 ; but they add, "But if not." 
That is to say, they had no word that God would 
deliver them ; faith knew that He could, and 
willingly left matters there. The brightest trait 
of their faith was, "But if not, be it known unto 
thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods." 
Faith rests in God, not in circumstances. 

It must have been a remarkable change for a 
Jew who became a Christian, to regard his earthly 
circumstances as no indication of God's favour. 
The rich man died and lifted up his eyes in hell ; 
the poor man died and was carried to Abraham's 
bosom, Luke 16. "A rich man shall hardly enter 
into the kingdom of heaven," Matt. 19 ; see also 
James 2 : 1-6. 

Nevertheless, the salvation is ready to be re¬ 
vealed. It is known in our souls by faith now ; 
but each day brings us nearer the moment when 
hope will give place to possession, and faith to 
sight. The coming of Jesus will bring us complete 
salvation. We await Him from heaven as Saviour 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body, Phil. 3 : 21. 
We know from 1 Thessalonians 4 : 16, 17 that the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven and take 
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us up to be with Him for ever. 1 Corinthians 15 
tells us in what condition we shall be. The dead 
shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be 
changed. 

After being taken to be with the Lord in heaven 
in bodies of glory like His glorious body, we shall 
appear with Him. Then the trial of our faith 
shall be found unto praise and glory. We shall 
appear with Him in glory, Col. 3 : 4. Salvation 
is brought to us by our being taken out of every 
circumstance against us and to the Lord where 
He is. Hence we read in Romans 13 : 11 that our 
salvation is nearer than when we believed. This 
salvation will be actual deliverance. 

Soul salvation is something quite different from 
this, and in the day when the epistles of Peter 
were written, was something quite new. We must 
be careful to speak of things as Scripture does. 
Salvation is something more than forgiveness of 
sins. It involves the soul coming under the rule 
of the Lord Jesus and thus experiencing practical 
deliverance from everything that would hold it 
in bondage, whether the world or sin or the flesh, 
or even infirmity or pressure of circumstances. 
How really salvation is needed by us ! Though 
we are forgiven and have peace with God, how 
often some enemy—the world, sin, or the flesh— 
dominates us. How often our souls get bowed down 
under pressure of circumstances. We need salva¬ 
tion of soul. 

Many deliverances had been known by Israel 
of old—their exodus from Egypt, the repeated 
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deliverances in the days of the Judges, the vic¬ 
tories of David, of Jehoshaphat, of Hezekiah, the 
recovery in the days of Nehemiah. But these had 
been deliverances in connection with temporal or 
earthly circumstances. But to be left in circum¬ 
stances of pressure and yet have deliverance of 
soul given by God's power was a triumph indeed ! 
It is this that makes Christianity so wonderful. 
The millennium is not known in our circumstances, 
nor in the world. Indeed, no ! But the blessing 
of it is known in the soul of the believer by his 
being brought under the rule of the Lord. We 
receive the end of our faith and salvation of our 
souls. 

12 



"JOY UNSPEAKABLE" 
i PETER 1 : 8 

To have soul salvation and to be kept by God's 
power through faith is a blessing, great indeed. 
But in addition to this the believer has also positive 
joys. He believes in Jesus, knows Him and loves 
Him ; and He it is who is the source of these joys. 
The verse referred to at the head of this paper 
reads : "Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye 
love ; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory." Faith gives present knowledge of Jesus. 
We love Him and rejoice in Him. 

How the earth will ring with joy when Jesus 
reigns ! How hearts will throb with love to Him— 
and joy unspeakable ! They will know a glory 
revealed and prove a power displayed. Never 
through the long stream of time will men have 
been so happy ! The believer to-day, however, 
waits not for that time of displayed power and 
glory for his joy ; he has it now. In faith and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he anticipates all 
—not in his circumstances, but morally, that is in 
his mind and heart. The joys of that coming day 
are known to those who know Jesus. We belong 
to "The Day." 

The verse to which I have referred shows in 
a very definite way how Christianity consists 
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in the knowledge of a Person, the Lord Jesus, 
and that all the joys we have proceed from and 
centre in Him. "In whom . . . ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable." Hence the exercise of faith 
and nearness to the Lord Himself are essential 
if we are to possess the joys of which our chapter 
speaks. No amount of knowledge of the truths 
of Christianity will supply the lack of this per¬ 
sonal acquaintance with Christ Himself. Be¬ 
ginning with the first touch of faith which brings 
relief to the sin-burdened heart, right on to the 
blessed experience referred to in Ephesians 3 : 
16-19, where Christ dwells in the heart by faith, 
and we know a love which passes knowledge,— 
all real Christian experience is dependent upon our 
knowledge of Christ and the nearness of our souls 
to Him. Let the reader prayerfully consider this 
fact. 

Belief in a creed is one thing ; the knowledge 
of a personal Saviour quite another. Professing 
the name of the Lord does not necessarily mean 
knowing the Lord and being subject to His rule. 
Clearness as to the doctrine of deliverance does 
not always mean that the Deliverer is known. 
No, indeed ! All is really known by the knowledge 
of a Person. It is in Him we rejoice with joy 
unspeakable. Creeds may leave us cold as stones ; 
the mere profession of the Lord's name may 
leave us as proud as Pharisees ; the knowledge 
of the doctrine of deliverance may also leave us 
far from the Deliverer and as much in bondage 
in fact as ever. No ! it is Christ we want, whether 
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as a sinner or a saint. All Christian experience 
depends upon our knowledge of Christ and near¬ 
ness to Him. 

Since Jesus is no longer here it is obvious that 
faith is imperative. Without faith we are in 
darkness and ignorance of One who is not seen. 
"Though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice." Note the words, "yet believing." " In 
whom . . . believing." 

How the hearts of the disciples all centred in 
Jesus when He was here ! And when the cloud 
received Him out of their sight, their faith still 
held their hearts as close as ever to Him. They 
believed. The disciples had believed in God 
(whom they had not seen) ; they were now to 
believe on Jesus—believe in this distinctive way 
as on One they would not see, John 14:1 . 

Sight to a very large degree characterised the 
dispensation which had existed up to the death 
of Jesus. A new dispensation had begun in His 
resurrection and session at the right hand of God. 
Hence every spiritual joy a believer has must 
in its nature be possessed by faith. "In whom 
. . . believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable." 

Whatever the gladness of that coming day of 
glory when Jesus reigns, all will centre in and 
flow from Him. The kingdom glories—the reign 
of grace, peace on earth, deliverance from sin and 
the power of death ; the covenant blessings— 
forgiveness of sins and the knowledge of the love 
of God ; eternal life—blessings commanded by 
God revealed, and enjoyed by the people subject 
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to Christ and who love one another ; all will still 
depend on the knowledge and presence of Christ. 
In Him shall all nations be blessed ! And so it is 
in Him we, now believing, rejoice. Every blessing 
is known in Him. Our joy is unspeakable joy ! 
It is more than can be described. 

Faith enables us to walk in the light of the 
future and to be governed by things not yet seen. 
It brings into present view things that are to be 
publicly displayed in the future. It is the sub¬ 
stantiating of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not yet seen. But faith, centres in Jesus. 
In Him all is known. As faith is in exercise our 
hearts possess the joys of the millennium—"the 
world to come." Would that every believer in 
Jesus was in the gain of faith, and knew this joy 
of which our verse speaks. Let us repeat, it is joy 
unspeakable ! May I ask the reader if he knows 
this joy—a joy that is beyond his power to de¬ 
scribe ? How superior we should be to the proffered 
joys of the world if we more really knew this 
"joy unspeakable." These are joys which death 
does not take from us ; they belong to a scene, a 
world of resurrection where Jesus is. They belong 
to the world to come of which we speak. 

In Jesus' death all has been secured ; in His 
resurrection all has come into being and exists ; 
and from His place at God's right hand all gets 
its character and glory. From His present place 
Jesus has sent down the Holy Spirit; for in 
addition to the light that faith gives the believer 
he has received the Holy Spirit, giving him a 
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conscious enjoyment of things which in themselves 
are future, or unseen. Hence our verse concludes, 
"full of glory," or as it should read, "filled with 
the glory" ; the glory of that coming day is 
already known to the believer. The blessed rays 
of the reign of grace are now experienced in the 
hearts of those who believe in Jesus, and the warmth 
of God's love is realised now ! The believer is 
"filled with the glory," that is, it penetrates his 
inmost being. Amid circumstances of pressure, 
while in bodies of weakness, during the absence of 
Christ, faith brings to the heart of the one who 
believes in Jesus the glory of that coming day. 
" In whom, though now ye see him not, yet be¬ 
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable." 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST AND A 
SUFFERING MESSIAH 

1 PETER 1 : 10-12 

THAT Christ (that is to say, Messiah) should have 
had to suffer before coming into His glory seems 
to have been quite overlooked by many of the 
Jews who had believed on Him. Many Old Testa¬ 
ment scriptures had foretold these sufferings, as 
well as predicted the glory that should follow them. 
Psalms 22, 35, 69, Isaiah 53, and Daniel 9 : 26 are 
well-known instances. But as we read in Luke 
24, notwithstanding this, the fact that Christ 
should suffer had not been recognised by these 
disciples. 

Sin was here. Could a reign of righteousness 
be established on earth apart from the removal 
of sin ? And if the removal of sin were only by 
judgment upon the guilty, who would escape ? 
Yet the King that had been promised was to reign 
in righteousness, and the work of righteousness 
was to be peace, and its effect quietness and 
assurance for ever ! Prophecies abounded as to 
the coming glorious reign of equity. But who 
could abide the coming of the glorious and 
righteous King ? Hence the last sentence of the 
Old Testament: "lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse," Mai. 4 : 6. 
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THE LAMB AND THE KING. 

God would indeed provide a king, of whom 
David and Solomon had been figures ; but much 
earlier it had been said, "God will provide himself 
a lamb." Yes, a lamb ! We may say, The Lamb. 
Redemption was essential. If the King were to 
reign in righteousness, unless all were to perish 
by His sword of justice (for all were sinners) the 
Lamb must first be offered. The King will estab¬ 
lish His reign on the basis of an accomplished 
redemption. In the mercy of God the sacrifice of 
the Lamb preceded the coming and reign of the 
King ! Had it been otherwise, judgment alone 
would have resulted. 

What an exposition of the Scriptures the Lord 
must have given to the two who were going to 
Emmaus ! Moses and all the prophets were 
touched by His divine and skilful hand ! Many 
had been the types in the books of Moses. The 
offering up of Isaac, the suffering of Joseph, the 
passover lamb, the sacrifices under the law as 
well as the death of Moses himself, all typified a 
far greater offering, Sufferer and death. Yes ! 
Christ had to suffer and to enter His glory. The 
Shepherd should be smitten and the sheep should 
be scattered, before Jehovah the Shepherd of 
Israel would be the centre of gathering for His 
people, Matt. 26 : 31. 

Hence, while the glorious reign of Christ 
should surely take place on earth—for the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord—-yet 
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for the time being all would be in abeyance, 
for sin necessitated redemption. Christ must 
suffer ! Then also, God had purposes of blessing 
in connection with Christ and the church, blessings 
of a heavenly and spiritual character ; Israel's 
blessings had been earthly and natural, though 
accompanied by moral ones, for it had been said, 
What nation had God so nigh to them ? Yet 
Israel had been blessed on earth in their circum¬ 
stances and with an earthly inheritance. In 
distinction to this, the church would be blessed 
with spiritual blessings in heavenly places as 
associated with Christ. And even though some 
Jews, who had become Christians, had known 
Christ after the flesh (that is, as Man here on earth) 
yet they were now to know Him so no longer ; 
for Jesus had died and was risen and glorified in 
heaven. Nothing is of greater importance in its 
place than to see the entire change in the character 
and place of the blessing of God's people. The 
death, resurrection, and glorifying of Jesus has 
altered everything. Consequently those associated 
with Christ in His place of glory are to be His 
followers here in the place of His suffering. This 
will come before us in another paper, if the Lord 
will; it must suffice in this to emphasise the fact 
that Christ must suffer. The glorious display of 
the kingdom is future. The cross has been Jesus' 
place. His suffering was necessary if His glory 
on earth was to be secured in blessing. 

What a mercy it was, indeed, on God's part 
that Christ did suffer ! Have we realised what it 
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would have meant had He come and asserted 
His rights apart from redemption ? It would 
have necessitated the complete judgment of the 
whole scene as in the days of the flood. There 
would have been no possibility of blessing had 
Christ come as a warrior king and claimed in 
power rights that were truly His. There would 
have been nothing but judgment. But He came 
in lowly grace ! He presented Himself as the King, 
meek and lowly. And though His rights were 
refused by man and his world, and in mockery 
Jesus was crowned with a crown of thorns, He 
acquired a more glorious victory through suffering 
for sin, than He would have had by executing 
judgment on sinners. He is victorious through 
redemption. God has asserted His rights in re¬ 
demption. Christ has suffered. He is the Lamb 
that was slain, and His cross and suffering laid 
the basis for all His rights to be taken up in blessing. 

It is not that the guilt of man in rejecting 
Christ was or will be overlooked. No, indeed. 
While mercy opened the door for whosoever re¬ 
pented (as we may read in Acts 2), the unrepentant 
nation experienced God's governmental wrath; 
their city was destroyed and they scattered to be 
wanderers among the Gentiles, and Jerusalem was 
trodden under foot, see Luke 20 : 16 ; 21 : 20-24. 
Similarly, too, is it to-day. There is blessing for 
whosoever will, on the ground that Christ has 
suffered. But it is equally true that judgment 
awaits the rejector of Christ, as we read, "Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish," Acts 13. 
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Christ has suffered in a twofold way. He has 
suffered from man for righteousness' sake ; He 
has suffered from God for sin—not His, surely, 
but ours ! The first—suffering from man—will 
bring judgment on man. The second—suffering 
for sin in redemption—procures blessing. Many 
psalms bring before us these two kinds of suffering. 
Psalms 21 and 69 refer to the former, and judgment 
is the result ; Psalm 22 speaks of the latter, the 
sufferings of atonement, and circle upon circle 
enjoy the blessings secured. 

There is a remarkable expression here employed 
in connection with the subject of the sufferings 
of Christ. We are told that Old Testament pro¬ 
phets searched what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and 
the glory that should follow. I refer to the term 

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 

It is important to understand the meaning of 
this expression, for unless we do, we shall not 
rightly follow much of the Old Testament, and 
especially the Psalms. 

In Old Testament days, the Holy Spirit was not 
on earth as He now is ; He had not come, John 7 : 
39. The present time or dispensation, on the 
contrary, is characterised by the wonderful fact of 
the presence on earth of the Holy Spirit of God. 
In Old Testament times, howrever, while not abid¬ 
ingly here, He came upon prophets and servants 
of God and operated through them for definite 
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or specific purposes. And not only was this so : 
He also gave some of these saints, who were the 
vehicles of His operations, feelings and experiences 
which were in reality the pre-production of Christ's 
feelings ; that is to say, feelings which would fully 
and perfectly be found in Christ as Man here. 
The Holy Spirit thus acting in these Old Testament 
saints, was in that respect the Spirit of Christ ; as 
indeed, that same Holy Spirit acting in believers 
to-day and producing feelings of Christ is called 
the "Spirit of Christ," Rom. 8 : 9. 

This Spirit of Christ, which was in these Old 
Testament prophets, had testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ. Sometimes He had pro¬ 
duced feelings in them through circumstances of 
pressure and had given them to record their 
experiences and sufferings as in some of the 
psalms, to portray the sufferings of Christ. Some¬ 
times He gave them to feel the state of God's 
people and voice expressions of repentance and 
faith, as in Jeremiah, to give suited expressions 
for God's people in their repentance in a yet future 
day. At other times He led them to foretell the 
glorious reign of Christ in contrast to the Gentile 
servitude under which they were, as in Daniel's 
case ; or to depict the economy of blessing then to 
be known, as does the prophet Isaiah. 

In all these cases it was the Spirit of Christ that 
testified beforehand. Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit, 2 Peter 1 : 
21. It was the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ. 
This is a very wonderful and affecting consideration. 
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The feelings of Jeremiah's broken heart were 
Christ's feelings ; David's feelings of sorrow were 
Christ's feelings pre-produced by the work of the 
Holy Spirit in him—the Spirit of Christ, to use 
here the term employed. Then, too, the feelings 
of repentance and godly sorrow experienced by 
prophets, who rightly felt things, were also the 
fruit of the Spirit of Christ. Hence when that 
Spirit was seen in the godly remnant who were 
confessing their sins, when being baptized by John 
in Jordan, the Lord in grace identified Himself 
with them in their act and was baptized with 
them. He recognised His Spirit in them. It was 
His Spirit in them that exhibited itself thus in 
confession, as it had been His Spirit in the Psalmist 
which had foretold similar feelings and confessions 
to be seen in a yet future remnant of the Jews. 

So it is with the Spirit of Christ in us. It is 
not something apart from us, but our own feelings 
having been formed by His Spirit, the Holy Spirit 
given to us. 

Another interesting and remarkable fact in this 
connection is that the prophets themselves did not 
always know the full bearing of that which they 
foretold, as we may learn from this passage, 
1 Peter 1 : 11, 12, and Daniel 12. It was revealed 
to them, however, that what they ministered re¬ 
lated to us ; for although the day of glory is future, 
the report of the glory has come to us through the 
Holy Spirit sent down from heaven, and we may 
anticipate the joys of the coming day to which they 
referred. 
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Notice, dear reader, the three distinct periods : 
first the time of foretelling by the prophets ; 
secondly the report of the things by the Holy 
Spirit; then, thirdly, the time when all will be 
brought into display by the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We are in the time when the report of the glory 
has come. It is the time of suffering now ; the 
glory is coming into display later. This gives a 
peculiar character to the present time. It is a 
period of suffering and of faith. The report of the 
coming glory has reached us and, since Christ has 
suffered, we are to suffer, exhibiting that same 
Spirit of Christ that long ago in the prophets 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and 
the glory that should follow. 
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THE NEW DISPENSATION AND THE 
NEW MANNER OF LIFE 

1 PETER 1 : 12 17 

THE fact that angels desire to look into the things 
that have been reported to us, things relating to 
a coming day of glory, may well provoke our 
inquiry as to their real character and stimulate 
us more fully to enter into them. The present 
period is very remarkable. It is a period, or dis¬ 
pensation, of faith ; and without faith it is im¬ 
possible in any way to experience, or even appre¬ 
ciate, what is to be known. Things belonging to 
a day of glory when Christ shall reign on earth 
have been reported to us, and blessings are ex¬ 
perienced by believers, through faith, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, in anticipation of that time 
of public display, the "world to come." Moreover, 
it is also a time of suffering ; for those who 
believe find themselves in opposition to the world, 
and have to go against the stream of public opinion 
and general manner of life. And while God pro¬ 
videntially overrules all, He does not, generally 
speaking, intervene on behalf of His people at 
the present time, but gives them to experience 
salvation of soul, as we saw in a previous paper. 

THE PRESENT DISPENSATION, 

therefore, has quite a unique character. It is a 

26 



time when faith enables us to move in the light 
of a coming day, the report of which has reached 
us in the gospel. Not that we have to wait for 
everything. No, indeed ! The exercise of faith 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, enable us to 
anticipate that which will be displayed in the 
"world to come." We rejoice with joy unspeakable 
in the knowledge of our absent Saviour whom we 
love, and we now have the moral blessings be¬ 
longing to the kingdom of God. We have righteous¬ 
ness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; and await 
the coming day of glory when the King (our 
Lord Jesus) shall reign in righteousness ! Peace 
shall then be on earth. Now it is in heaven, and 
is known by the believer. Joy, too, soon shall be 
brought to earth, as we may see in many Old 
Testament scriptures. "The whole earth is at 
rest, and is quiet : they break forth into singing," 
Isa. 14 : 7. "They joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil," Isa. 9 : 3. The believer, however, 
has joy now ; not in connection with this poor 
world, but "joy in the Holy Spirit," "joy of faith." 
He can rejoice in the Lord alway ! His joys belong 
to a day quickly coming, when that of which he has 
had the report and anticipates in faith, shall be 
revealed in glory. The present is a "dispensation 
which is in faith," 1 Tim. 1 : 4. 

May I ask the reader if he has appreciated 
the greatness of the present time and the greatness 
of the blessings which may now be known by 
faith ? Let me remind him that even angels 
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desire to look into them ! I am not referring to 
the holding of certain truths or of having a creed, 
however orthodox ; no, this may be done and the 
soul all the while be a stranger to the realities 
of Christianity. I am inquiring as to his experience 
of these things. Blessings, as we have seen, which 
belong to the day of glory may now be ours by 
faith, and consciously enjoyed by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. And yet it must be admitted 
that a great number of believers, as far as their 
experience goes, have had very little enjoyment 
of these wonderful things. Without faith nothing 
can be known. We are living in a dispensation of 
faith. The principles of another world are to 
govern our lives and mould our conduct. Hence 
the whole 

MANNER OF LIFE 

of the believer is to be different from that of 
the world. The world has its hopes connected 
with the improvement of the present condition 
of things—the development and progress of what 
is. The believer's hopes are connected with 
another day, a day when an economy of blessing 
will be brought in by the coming of Christ, and 
everything will be in accord with God's will. 
Therefore we have to be careful as to our minds. 
The present world is unholy and away from God. 

The day to which we look forward will be a 
time when even on the bells of the horses shall 
be written, "Holiness unto the Lord," Zech. 
14 : 20, and when every one that is written among 
the living shall be "called holy," Isa. 4 : 3 . I t 
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need scarcely be said that the present world is 
not such ; it is an unholy scene. And since we 
belong to the coming day, we have to gird up the 
loins of our minds lest the unholy elements of 
the world find an entrance to them. 

We are to be "children of obedience." How 
different from the unholy world in which we 
are ! God is holy ; we are to be so, too. How 
different too, from the lawless world ! Very dif¬ 
ferent indeed ! With minds girt up and marked 
by sobriety, believers are to conduct themselves 
as those who know God, who is holy, and who await 
a coming day of glory. The time of our ignorance 
of God is past. We have been brought to know 
One who is holy and to obey Him, and obedience 
and holiness are to be our features. 

THE LOINS Or OUR MINDS MUST BE GIKDED. 

Unless they are, unholy elements will soon get into 
our thoughts, and lawless principles will quickly 
characterise our ideas. And as a man thinketh,. 
so is he ! Many of the pictorial advertisements by 
which we are confronted are characteristically 
unholy ! Much of the literature that abounds is 
tainted with unholy suggestions, if not openly and 
positively defiling. The things of nature are 
degraded by man's unholy mind. Even ideas of 
highest esteem in the world are based on prin¬ 
ciples far removed from what is of Christ. There 
was nothing in common between Christ and the 
world even in its best form. Possibly the highest 
elements of man's world are the most dangerous ; 
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for we are apt to be deceived by them. They are 
not holy elements. They thrive away from God. 
Unless the loins of our minds are girded these 
unholy elements may easily find an answer in the 
flesh in us, which is ever ready to respond to unholy 
attractions whether mental or of a baser order. 
How the very expression, "obedient children" or 
"children of obedience," stands in contrast to the 
generally prevalent principle of lawlessness. " Obe¬ 
dience to rule" is one of the features that are to 
mark the believer. Subjection is the foundation 
principle of all right relations with God; and 
thus walking, the believer conducts his life on 
entirely different lines from that of the world. 
But all begins with the mind. Our lives are not to 
be conformed to what marks men who do not 
know God. Our former desires were unholy ; our 
practical lives followed in this course. But now, as 
knowing God, all is to be changed. We are to be 
obedient and holy. Obedience is a feature of 
righteousness ; holiness is the outcome of love. 
They are qualities the world does not really possess ; 
but they are to mark us as "children of obedience" 
and as calling on the Father. 

Worldliness in thought and manner is sapping 
the spiritual life out of many a believer ! Worldly 
tastes are allowed and imperceptibly but gradually 
they colour the mind and then control the ways ; 
so that after a time the practical life becomes just 
like a worldly person's life, the life of one who is 
ignorant of God ; then, of course, our testimony 
has gone ! It would almost seem to be the object 
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of some believers, alas ! to assimilate worldly 
manners and style in their dress and in the conduct 
of their houses as much as they dare. But Scrip¬ 
ture says, "be not conformed to this world." In 
the knowledge of God we grow in holy desires and 
our manner of life becomes increasingly unlike 
that of the world. He who has called us is holy, 
and we are to be holy as He is holy ; for it is 
written, "Be ye holy, for I am holy." 
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REDEMPTION AND RESURRECTION 

1 P E T E R 1 : 1 7 - 2 1 

THERE can be nothing more important than to 
recognise the claims of redemption. The God 
who sheltered Israel's firstborn sons from judg¬ 
ment by the blood of the passover lamb, sanctified 
them for Himself. He claimed every firstborn 
son as His. Similarly is it with the believer 
to-day. "Know ye not," says the apostle, "ye are 
not your own ? For ye are bought with a price," 
1 Cor. 6:19, 20. We are firstborn ones, bought 
by the precious blood of Christ; and the God 
who has thus redeemed us claims us for Himself. 

It is remarkable that we are exhorted to pass 
our time of pilgrimage here in fear because we 
know that we have been redeemed ; not because 
we are uncertain about it. The fear here spoken 
of is not as to whether we are the Lord's, but 
with regard to our conduct because we are His. 
Redemption has placed us in direct relationship 
with God. We call on the Father, who judges 
according to every man's work ; and we walk 
in fear. God is not dealing in direct govern¬ 
ment with the world at present; that awaits 
a future day. He is now governing His own 
children here, His household, as we might say. 
We call on God as our Father. Happy relation-



ship ! But nevertheless He judges all our ways. 
The Father, on whom we call, judges according 
to every man's work. It is not here a question 
of the future judgment, that of the great white 
throne—that judgment is committed to Jesus 
as Son of man, see John 5 : 22, 23, 27—but of 
the Father's judgment now in the way of chastening 
or discipline, see Heb. 12. We are His by re¬ 
demption, and anything unlike Him is unsuitable 
for us. 

TRADITIONAL RELIGION. 

The particular bearing of redemption, how¬ 
ever, in 1 Peter 1 : 18 is especially in respect of 
previous religious associations. "Your vain con¬ 
versation [or manner of life] received by tradition 
from your fathers." Remarkable as had been the 
worship connected with the temple and previously 
with the tabernacle (for all had been originally 
instituted by God) the death of Jesus had changed 
the aspect of everything The constantly repeated 
sacrifices, typical of the great Antitype, became 
but "dead works" when once the Antitype had 
been offered. And since Christ had been refused 
here, the Jewish system could only be regarded 
as part of the world—the religious part ; and 
feast days and ordinances were "rudiments of the 
world" and "weak and beggarly elements" asso¬ 
ciated with bondage. It was from this as, indeed, 
from every other previous manner of life, that the 
believer had been redeemed. 

What a wide and practical bearing redemption 
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has! We have been redeemed from all these 
associations and systems of bondage that may 
previously have held us. The cost of our redemp¬ 
tion is beyond measure ; it is the precious blood 
of Christ. There had been redemption money in 
Israel's day—silver—as we may learn from Exodus 
30 : 11-16. On another occasion gold was brought 
by the captains of Israel as an offering of atone¬ 
ment for their souls. But our redemption has 
not been effected by silver or gold, but by the 
precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot. God has asserted His 
rights with regard to us, and by redemption has 
claimed us for Himself and from our previous 
manner of life. 

May I ask the reader if he has recognised this 
claim of God ? We are not our own ; God has 
redeemed us. How very definite should be our 
reply to this act of GOD ! 

In a day of general departure in Israel's history, 
the tribe of Levi came boldly forward in reply 
to the challenge, "Who is on the Lord's side ? " 
Consequently we find that God took that tribe 
instead of the firstborn of every family in Israel. 
We may learn an important lesson from this in¬ 
teresting circumstance, namely, that the more really 
we own the claim of redemption, the more truly 
we shall serve the Lord. We begin by owning 
without reserve that we are not our own ; we have 
been bought with a price ; we are the Lord's. 
As in Levi's case, the question, "Who is on the 
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Lord's side ? " brings out ovir definite reply, as 
another has said : 

" I love to own, Lord Jesus, 
Thy claims o'er me divine; 

Bought with Thy blood most precious, 
Whose can I bo but Thine ? " 

Our lives thereafter are for the Lord. We are His 
by redemption. 

To carry this out practically may mean a very 
definite break .with many a previous association, 
and even, possibly, with religious associations. 
Hence our verse reads, "Ye have been redeemed 
. . .front your vain conversation," etc. All previous 
links have lost their claims ; we have been re¬ 
deemed. Whatever our upbringing, whatever our 
associations by the most happy ties of friendship 
or religious bonds, redemption claims us for God 
on the one hand, and delivers us from these associa¬ 
tions on the other. 

Tradition must have held many a Jewish mind 
very strongly ; a religion with such an antiquity 
as Judaism must have had many advocates. 
But the claim of redemption was stronger than all. 
The precious blood of Christ redeemed from every 
form of "vain conversation" and redeemed to 
God. 

Much in so-called Christendom to-day is but 
a practical return to Judaism—a return to earthly 
religion with a special priestly class and, indeed, 
in some cases, to oft-repeated sacrifices ! If we 
are in any such associations, though received by 
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tradition from our fathers, the precious blood of 
Christ and the rights of redemption which it 
asserts, demand that we should get free from all 
such bondage and be for God here. 

Redemption was no afterthought with God. 
Before the foundation of the world all had been 
planned. Marvellous scheme of divine wisdom 
that permitted sin to come in that, through 
redemption, we might have a richer knowledge 
of God than we ever should have had otherwise ! 

A further fact is brought before us in the next 
verse. We believe in God who raised up Jesus 
from the dead and gave Him glory. We believe 
in a God of 

RESURRECTION. 

It would be difficult to find two words that 
bring more before the heart of a believer than 
the words redemption and resurrection. The 
one means that we are set free from whatever 
held us in bondage and from every claim in 
respect of our sins ; the other tells of a world 
brought to light, where there is neither bondage 
nor sin, a world where all is according to God, 
and where Christ is glorified ! God has raised 
Jesus from the dead and given Him glory that 
our faith and hope might be in Him, that is, in 
God. 

Many a man has his hopes this side of death. 
Poor hopes, indeed, these must be ! At any 
moment all of them may be ended by the powerful 
hand of death being laid upon him. The so-called 



"faith" of many is resting on some theory of man. 
Poor foundation for faith, indeed ! A leader of 
modern thought has his unhappy followers, who 
are dismayed when another leader arises, who 
claims to possess still further light and pities the 
ignorance of his predecessor ! Thus the world 
moves on in its darkness and uncertainty because 
it is ignorant of God ! 

What restfulness and calm it gives as to the 
future and, indeed, as to everything, when our 
faith and hope are in God. 

Grave misgivings force themselves upon the 
minds of many to-day as they view with concern 
the conditions of unrest so prevalent. The wit of 
man is tested to find a solution, and the world 
rocks on its foundations as some novel system 
is ventured upon or a new remedy is tried. 

THK VISION OF THE WORLD 

is bounded by man. What can MAN do ? God is 
not in their thoughts. We may well cease from 
man whose breath is in his nostrils, when we know 
God. What can GOD do ? The Psalmist could 
say, "Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
be removed." But what enabled him to view 
such a condition with peace ? On whom was his 
hope placed ? On whom was he resting ? Let 
him reply: "God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in time of trouble." His faith 
and hope were in God. We Christians have more 
abundant reason for our faith and hope being in 
God ; for He has raised up Jesus from the dead. 
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Our hopes are in God and are connected with a 
world beyond the reach of the greatest power on 
earth, the power of death ! Our hopes are con¬ 
nected with a world of resurrection ; our faith is 
in a God who raises the dead and who has already 
raised Jesus. 

There is a danger of limiting the thoughts con¬ 
nected with resurrection to material ideas. There 
is no doubt that in a future day, at the voice of 
the Son of God, all that are in their graves shall 
come forth. He who once died and now lives 
again, has complete command of the situation ; 
He who holds the keys of death and of hades, 
that is, of all beyond ! We know, too, from 1 Thes-
salonians 4 :16 that soon the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God : 
and the dead in Christ shall rise. But it is not so 
readily seen that a world of resurrection has already 
come to light through the fact of Jesus' resur¬ 
rection. 

THE WORLD OF RESURRECTION. 

Everything that will abide is connected with 
the world of resurrection ; and nothing that is 
morally of God shall be absent when that world 
is brought into display. Every work of faith, 
every labour of love, every act of true service 
to the Lord, morally belongs to the resurrection 
world ; all such actions are incorruptible in 
character, and though sometimes little outward 
results may be seen from such acts now, "The Day " 
will declare the true value of everything done for 
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Christ ; our service is not in vain in the Lord ! 
I t was on the third day of Genesis 1, typically a 
resurrection day, that the dry land appeared and 
the earth became fruitful. The waters of death, 
so to speak, receded at the voice of the God of 
resurrection, and that which set forth a resurrection 
scene appeared. Similarly is it in our case. It will 
be in resurrection that all fruitfulness eventually 
will appear. What a day it will be ! 

I t is important to remember that in many 
ways Scripture regards a man as identified with 
his body. Hence it is said, "Some men's sins are 
open beforehand, going before to judgment; and 
some . . . they follow after. Likewise also the good 
works of some are manifest beforehand ; and they 
that are otherwise cannot be hid," 1 Tim. 5 : 24. 
In resurrection the believer will unfailingly be 
identified with all that he has done for the Lord 
—all that is incorruptible. He will be raised in 
incorruptibility and all that he has done which is 
of that incorruptible order will come into display 
in resurrection and for ever remain. God is not 
unrighteous to forget anything, Heb. 6. 

It is important to remember this fact in our 
service. The apostle Paul was careful in his manner, 
in his delivery, as we should say, so that the faith 
of the Corinthians should not rest in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God. The wisdom of 
men will find no place in resurrection. And all 
service coloured by such features will not go beyond 
the grave. We do not want to leave those whom 
we serve, to rest on anything that will cease in 
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death. It is only worth while going in for what 
abides. Our faith and hope are in God. 

No power on earth, no power in the universe 
could have prevented God from raising Jesus and 
giving Him glory. Crowned with thorns Jesus died 
'midst insult, scorn, and mockery ! His tomb 
sealed ; a watch placed ; man did his all. Nay 
more ! He who had the power of death put forth 
his might. We may be sure that all the reserves 
of the powers of darkness were called into action 
on that day of days, or rather on that night of 
nights ! But—hallelujah ! God raised Jesus from 
the dead ! The darkness of death is dispelled by 
the radiant light of resurrection ! The crown of 
thorns is answered by a crown of glory ; and the 
robe of purple shall yet truly be worn by the rightful 
King and Lord of all. Jesus is raised and glorified ! 
Praise be for ever unto God. We believe in GOD. 
Redemption and resurrection are facts that fill 
our hearts with peace, joy, and hope ! 
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THE NEW CIRCLE OF AFFECTION, 
AND NEW BIRTH 

1 PETEK 1 : 22-25 

THE work of redemption and the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus are matters accomplished entirely 
outside of ourselves. Their effect and bearing 
upon us are immense ; but that is another question. 
In themselves they stand as objectively presented 
to us and are thus connected with faith. Our 
souls being purified through our obeying the truth 
and new birth, however, refer to what is accom¬ 
plished in us. It is important to bear in mind these 
two distinct yet equally necessary lines of truth. 
Many things are stated in Scripture objectively, 
things accomplished by or in Christ, though for 
us. Other matters are subjective in their character, 
that is, they refer to what is accomplished in us. 
A third line of teaching is also in Scripture, namely, 
what relates to practice. Hortative remarks, 
which have a practical bearing, come under this 
class. So we have : (I) what is objective ; (2) 
what is subjective ; and (3) what is practical. 
Some believers have been in danger of overlook¬ 
ing the second of these. To do so is very serious ; 
for it would virtually imply that man of Adam's 
race could please God and carry out in practice 
what is alone possible through the work of the 
Holy Spirit in us. 
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THE SUBJECTIVE POWEK OF THE GOSPEL. 

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth ; that is to say, there 
is a definite moral effect in the person who believes 
it. Not only is the believer justified on the prin¬ 
ciple of faith, so really so that God will not impute 
sin to such an one, but the gospel is such that it 
has a delivering effect upon the soul of everyone 
who believes it. In the gospel is revealed the 
righteousness of God, the grace of God, and the 
love of God. We learn in the gospel how sin has 
been judged at the cross, that God is holy. Indeed, 
as was long ago said by another, the object of 
the gospel is that God may be known in the heart 
of man. As the gospel is believed it lifts man above 
himself, for it brings before him an Object in¬ 
finitely good and holy, namely, God, who is love, 
thus purifying his heart by faith, giving him to 
hate the sin which he has been forgiven, and 
love what is good and of God. What an immense 
triumph this is—a triumph of grace ! 

The verse in 1 Peter 1 before us reads : "Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently." 

The exhortations contained in the New Testa¬ 
ment could not be carried out unless there were 
this work of God in the soul of the believer. They 
are not commands given to man in the flesh, 
which would have only exposed and condemned 
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a contrary nature ; they are instructions to those 
who have power to carry out what is enjoined, 
and who delight to do so. They are necessary ; 
for since sin is in us, we have to be watchful and 
not allow its activity, but on the contrary act 
according to what we really are through the work 
of grace. The soul of the believer has been purified 
by obedience to the truth. Obedience was the 
point of departure ; obedience must be and is the 
point of moral recovery. Hence the gospel is 
preached for the obedience of faith. The mind and 
the heart must bow to God, and the will be sur¬ 
rendered. God must be God ! There is a morally 
purifying effect in obeying the truth. 

THE NEW CIRCLE OF AFFECTION. 

To souls thus purified, the exhortation comes to 
love one another with a pure heart fervently. We 
have been born again and find ourselves in a circle 
where love can be enjoyed and expressed. In the 
world we have to gird up the loins of our minds. 
But here is a circle, the brethren, where the heart 
with purified affections may be ungirded. We need 
not be restrained here. There is great need to be 
so in the world. The mind must be watched and 
we must be sober. But no need of this kind exists 
in the circle where the pure heart may love the 
brethren fervently. 

One side of the believer's path is that he walks 
in this world as one of the children of obedience, 
with the loins of his mind girded, not fashioning 
himself according to his previous life when he 
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knew not God. The other side is that he has the 
joys of a circle where with a pure heart he may 
love his brethren fervently. In the one set of ex¬ 
periences, he may be—as the apostle John was— 
a companion with others in tribulation ; in the 
other, he has the happy experience of being a 
"brother." Notice the expressions, dear reader, 
"unfeigned love" and "love fervently." Reality 
and intensity are to mark us. The world is full of 
unreality ; we must be real. What insipid luke-
warmness exists in the Christian world to-day ! 
We must be intense. "Love . . . fervently!" 
How obvious it is that a work of God is necessary 
in our souls if we are to have such experiences. 
Hence, as already remarked, we are born again 
and our souls have been purified by obeying the 
truth. 

NEW BERTH. 

It is interesting to notice that the subject of 
"new birth" is presented in a slightly different 
manner, in the passage we are considering, from 
the way it is spoken of in John 3. In keeping with 
the general manner in which things are presented 
by the apostle John, new birth in John 3 is viewed 
as the sovereign work of God, independent of and 
apart from all question of agency. But in the 
epistle of Peter new birth is viewed as linked with 
"the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." We are born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the living and abiding 
word of God. 

All the goodliness of man is as the flower of 

44 



grass. It is well for us all to remember this ! The 
circle of the brethren knows nothing of that glory ; 
it is corrupt. If any one has glory of that kind 
(whether by natural birth, learning, or riches), he 
may rejoice that he is brought low, James 1 : 9-12. 
The sun has already risen for faith. What place will 
the loftiness of man have when the "Sun of 
righteousness" arises in fact ? All of it will be 
brought low. So is it now for faith. Our origin, 
as born again, is quite different from anything of 
this kind. The gospel told us of God's glory, not 
of the faded glory of fallen man. The incorruptible 
seed has no element in it to foster anything of 
glory as the "flower of grass." And morally we 
have been begotten by this incorruptible seed. 

DOCTRINE AND PBACTICE. 

After having recognised this as a doctrine, how 
apt we are to allow in practice the recognition of 
some feature of glory belonging to the "flower of 
grass." Indeed, alas ! sometimes even to strive 
to get such glory, to seek to rise in the social 
scale, to make a name, etc. ! Hence guile and 
envyings come in. Let us remember, the grass 
has withered and its flower has fallen. It all fell 
at the cross ! Man's glory—whether Hebrew, 
Greek, or Latin—fell there. If we give any place 
to the glory of fallen man, we overlook this, and 
we shall soon find that love is not as fervent as 
it might be, and the heart will not be pure. We 
shall have brought in elements that are foreign 
to the circle of love, the circle of the brethren. 
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Our origin as born again has nothing in common 
with the glory of man. All flesh is as grass ! 

"The glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together." Such is the clear note 
of the prophet Isaiah. What a glorious display it 
will be ! But a voice says, "Cry ! " What further 
message can there be ? What more could be 
needed? The voice says, " C r y ! " "What shall 
I cry ? " he saith. "All flesh is grass." And the 
prophet repeats the statement. If God speaks 
twice, what He says is emphatic, and it behoves 
us to pay great attention. Yet what point is less 
heeded practically ? How oft we overlook it ! 

May we increasingly prove the sweetness of the 
circle of love, where features of man's glory have 
no place. "Love . . . fervently ! " 
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GROWING UP UNTO SALVATION 
1 P E T E R 2 : 1 , 2 

FEW exhortations are more important for the 
young believer, and indeed for us all, than the one 
contained in the first two verses of 1 Peter 2. 

After having spoken of being born again and 
of having our souls purified by obedience to the 
truth, it might have seemed almost unnecessary 
to tell us to lay aside malice, guile, and hypocrisies ; 
but the heart-knowing God is infinitely wiser than 
we are, and if He has told us to do this, there is 
evidently real need for us to be concerned as to it. 

The reader will remember that the stones built 
into the temple were all prepared before they 
were brought thither ; so that in the erection of 
the building there was no sound of axe or of 
hammer. It is similar with the work of God in 
believers to-day in view of their place as living 
stones in God's spiritual house. The apostle 
Peter is about to speak of our being built up as a 
spiritual house, and before this can take place 
it is necessary that every unsuitable element be 
removed from us. We could not think that any 
unholy quality, such as malice, for instance, 
could have any part in God's house. God could 
not dwell where such feelings exist. Hence this 
needful word. The stone, so to speak, has to be 
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made suitable for its place in the spiritual house. 
We have to grow up to salvation. 

To grow up to salvation implies two very de¬ 
finite spiritual exercises. First, there is to be a 
laying aside of things or qualities which are un¬ 
suitable ; then there is the necessity of being 
formed in what is good by right food. Salvation 
does not refer to the question of our place before 
God, or of justification ; we do not need salvation 
from God—He is our Saviour. Salvation means 
deliverance from what is against us, or from that 
which holds us in bondage, or, indeed, from any¬ 
thing that would prevent our being here for the 

pleasure of God. 
* * * * 

"Laying aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings." 
What a sobering list ! Let us remember that our 
hearts are capable of all. These are not things that 
will drop off like autumn leaves ; they have to 
be laid aside. Scripture evidently supposes that 
we possess them. They are qualities that prevent 
our coming to Christ as the Living Stone and so 
being built up a spiritual house. We do not want 
to be unnecessarily occupied with evil; but it is 
very important that we should discern our hearts 
and name the things we may find there ; otherwise 
we shall not get deliverance from them. 

It may help us practically if we consider in 
detail these baneful qualities which are mentioned. 
Malice more particularly relates to the feelings of 
the heart, how we think or feel one towards 
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another. How deadly is the effect of evil feeling ! 
We might not get so far as to say what we feel; 
but having the feeling is malice. If we love anyone, 
we would not have any evil feeling towards him. 
We would desire his good. Love and malice are 
contrary one to another, and cannot exist together. 
This fact may well cause our hearts concern. We 
cannot, in a practical way, be built up a spiritual 
house if there be malice in our heart; it would 
keep us at a distance from others who form part of 
that house. We must lay aside malice and judge 
every element of it in our hearts, or we shall not 
know anything of our place in God's spiritual house. 

Guile implies what is covered, with intent to 
deceive, such as a bait. What is hidden up can have 
no place in God's spiritual house. Ananias and 
Sapphira were exposed when they sought to bring 
in such an element. We must be perfectly open 
and transparent if we are rightly to occupy our 
place in God's spiritual house. If malice exists in 
the heart, an enlightened conscience would make 
us feel it to be unsuitable to the presence of God, 
a God who is love ; but the deceitful heart might 
seek to cover it up instead of judging it. That 
would be guile. A sin very rarely exists by itself. 
Sins go in flocks. One evil gathers another. If we 
know God and know how He has acted at the cross, 
we shall see that there is no need to hide anything. 
Let it be brought to light and judged by us ; for 
God has already judged all in our Substitute, 
Jesus ! If wo conceal anything, we have not j udged 
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it. God knows all. Guile is an element of evil 
which cannot exist if we are with God. It refers to 
our spirits. Hence we read, "in whose spirit there 
is no guile." 

Hypocrisies. Hypocrisy would easily follow 
guile unless we judge it. A reference to other 
passages of Scripture where the word occurs will 
plainly show us what it means. A hypocrite is a 
moral counterfeit ; he is not real. How very 
easy it is to allow some element of this in a hidden 
corner of our hearts ! The heart is deceitful above 
all things. Hypocrisy is an element, a feature of 
sin, that every heart that is with God hates. Yet, 
alas, our words may often give us this feature 
unless we are careful. We must lay it aside. It 
is natural to us as of Adam's sinful race, but can 
form no part of God's spiritual house. God is 
greater than our hearts and knows all things. 

Envies imply a particular dislike to be eclipsed 
or superseded. Another possesses what I do not, 
and self is aggrieved. His position, ability, qualities 
or possessions are greater than mine, and envy 
rises in the heart because self is proved less than 
the other. How deadly such an element must be ! 
We are to lay it aside also. We read that it was 
envy that moved the chief priests to deliver the 
Lord to be crucified. Joseph's brothers were 
envious of him. Our state as sinners is described 
as "living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 
one another." Such features must be very 
displeasing to God. 
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Evil speakings. Let us note that the expression 
is "all evil speakings" ; there is to be nothing of 
it. This is really speaking against another ; that 
is to say, what is said may in fact be true, but it is 
said in a manner that is against another or to 
another's harm. In James 4:11 the New Trans¬ 
lation reads, "Speak not against one another." 
This is the force of evil speaking. If what is un¬ 
happy has to be spoken of, it should be said in 
sorrow and only for our brother's good, our object 
being to do something towards removing the evil 
and not merely to point it out. We had better be 
silent otherwise. 

It is not difficult to see that these features must 
be laid aside if we are to be built up a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood. 

* * * * 

In addition to laying aside what is evil, we have 
to engage ourselves with what is good ; we are to 
desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word. 
This is to be the food of our minds. As we have 
derived our origin morally from the testimony 
rendered in the gospel, so as new-born babes we 
are to feed upon the revelation of God brought to 
us therein. 

WHAT DOES THE EXPRESSION, WORD OF 

GOD, MEAN 1 

It is important to see the meaning of the ex¬ 
pression word or word of God. We must not always 
interpret the expression as meaning Scripture. 
Very rarely indeed has it this meaning. It is not, 
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however, inaccurate to speak of Scripture as the 
word of God, for the Lord Himself so speaks of it 
when He referred to what Moses had written in 
the law, see Mark 7 : 13. All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God. It is thus the word of God. 
Yet we must not conclude that the term word of 
God means Scripture. Obviously it does not do so 
in very many instances. Sometimes the expression 
refers to the Lord Himself, for it is one of His 
titles, as we read, "his name is called The Word of 
God." In others it alludes to the testimony given 
by the apostles, see Acts 18 : 11. The meaning of 
the phrase must be determined by the context in 
which it is found. Here there is clearly a reference 
to the verse in the previous chapter where the 
word of the Lord is spoken of. 

What has been the moral origin of our spiritual 
existence, namely, God made known in the gospel, 
is now to be the food of our minds. This 
may come to us very largely through Scripture, 
but it is not Scripture itself. We are to desire 
earnestly this pure mental milk of the word. We 
shall thus grow up unto salvation. Our souls 
become formed after God morally. What could 
be more elevating 1 What more delivering from 
everything of fallen man and his thoughts ! What 
is positive and of God is power for deliverance. 
What is of men can never lift us above man ; 
what is of God does do so. We are brought to 
know God—immense privilege ! We are to desire 
earnestly this food for our minds. It must be a 
matter of intense concern with us. We are to live 
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by every word of God. Our spiritual prosperity 
depends upon it. Only thus shall we be delivered 
from what is of man ; only thus shall we grow 
up unto salvation. As milk is the normal food of 
the new-born babe, so the mental milk of the word 
is the normal food of the spiritually new-born. 

How interesting it is to note growth in young 
life ! It is what we expect to see ; it is normal. 
How important it is spiritually ! Are we growing 
up to salvation ? Are our thoughts, our habits, 
our mode of life, and our course here becoming 
more according to God's will and increasingly 
marked by deliverance from all that characterises 
sinful man and his world ? Being delivered from 
what is unsuitable by laying aside what is contrary 
to God, and being formed after God morally by 
feeding upon the pure mental milk of the word, 
we shall become fitted to be built into the spiritual 
house of which our chapter speaks. 



THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE 
1 PETER 2:4, 5 

To a mind cast in a Jewish mould, with its natural 
and earthly hopes, the change as to the character 
of the blessings of God's people that had come to 
pass through the death and resurrection of Christ, 
must have been a real test of faith. Earthly and 
natural hopes had all been terminated in the 
death of Jesus, the Messiah, who had been the 
centre of those hopes. For the believer, the 
resurrection of Jesus was the birth of heavenly 
and spiritual hopes. 

In addition to this, the house of God and its 
service had changed in character. Instead of the 
house of God being a material building made of 
costly stones and well-carved wood embellished 
with gold, it was a spiritual house composed of 
living stones, and the service of God was to consist 
of spiritual sacrifices. 

Two questions of practical moment for us, as for 
Jewish believers in the day when the apostle 
Peter wrote his epistle, are (1) How do we become 
part of this spiritual house ? (2) What are the 
spiritual sacrifices and how are they offered ? In 
this paper I shall endeavour to answer the first 
question. To do so, however, another question 
has necessarily to be answered, namely : 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COME TO 

CHRIST AS THE LIVING STONE ? 
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It has often been noticed that this chapter of 
Peter's first epistle is founded upon, and developed 
in connection with, the Lord's remark to the 
apostle as recorded in Matthew 16. The burden 
of his second epistle is based upon his experiences 
when on the holy mount, the mount of trans¬ 
figuration, as it is sometimes called. 

The revelation of the Father to Peter as to the 
Lord being the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
gave a distinctive character to the apostle's 
ministry as well as being an experience of immense 
moment to his soul. The revelation was not merely 
that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed 
of Jehovah, which would have connected Peter's 
mind with earth and Israel's hopes. He was, 
indeed, the Christ, but the Christ the Son of the 
living God ! That is to say, He was the Anointed 
—as the One, who, being the Son of the living 
God, would bring in everything for God in 
resurrection power and life. 

The title, Son of the living God, brings the Lord 
before us as One who comes in quite apart from the 
course of nature, see Luke 1 : 35, and whose glorious 
Person and inherent living power stand unassailable 
by death, and secure all for God in resurrection, see 
John 5 : 20, 21, and 11 : 25. He is thus the One 
whose power of life brings into existence the divine 
system, if I may so speak of it, and who is the 
anointed Head and Centre of that system. Having 
life in Himself, indeed, being the resurrection and 
the life, He brings into existence a resurrection 
world for God. There was nothing in common 
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between Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, and the Jewish system of earthly religion. 
He was apart from it ; He was the inaugurator of 
a new system of blessing in resurrection power. 

Blessed revelation to Peter ! Blessed, too, that 
the Lord added, "thou art Peter," giving him a 
place as a "stone" in connection with this system 
of divine workmanship, which was based upon the 
glorious foundation or "Rock," which was Himself, 
but as so revealed ! 

THE ROCK AND LIVING STONE. 

There could scarcely be a more fitting symbol 
of what was abidingly secure than a rock ! Nor 
could there be a more suited symbol of divine 
work than a stone, and, I may add, of divine work 
in resurrection power, out of the depths of death ! 
Deep in the depths of the earth are the divine 
workshops which fashion stones! No Babel 
methods are there. No human hands have part in 
such work. I t is all divine. The magnitude and 
solidity of the foundation, the Rock, impress the 
heart, as does the purely divine character of work 
necessary in making a stone ! 

In Matthew 14 we read of Peter leaving a boat 
and walking on the water to go to Jesus. The 
Lord had been rejected by His earthly people, 
as we may read in Matthew 11 and 12 ; and in 
this chapter (14) He stands as the living One 
upon the waters of death apart from the boat, 
which recognising and accommodating man's 
weakness, is strikingly figurative of a carnal and 
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earthly religion. Peter's unique experience aptly 
illustrates the movement of soul spoken of in our 
chapter, as his place as a "stone" shows us the 
result of such a movement. I quote the verses : 
"To whom coming, as unto a living stone, dis¬ 
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house," 1 Pet. 2 : 4, 5. 

Coming to Christ as the Living Stone, here 
referred to, must not be confused with coming to 
Him as Saviour. The verses quoted suppose our 
having come to Him thus. We have had the gospel 
preached to us, chap. 1 : 25 ; our hearts have been 
purified in obeying the truth, chap. 1 : 22 ; we 
have tasted that the Lord is good or gracious, 
chap. 2 : 3 ; we have also laid aside what would 
hinder us growing up unto salvation. This is the 
position assumed. But coming to the Living 
Stone is a further movement of soul. It answers, 
as we have seen, to Peter's leaving the boat and 
walking on the water to join Jesus there as the 
One who was cast away as worthless by men. 

How slow we are to recognise that 

JESUS HAS NO PLACE IN THIS WORLD SYSTEM ! 

He cannot be fitted into it. He is loved, surely, 
by many in the world ; but that is another matter. 
There was no room for Jesus in the inn when He 
came ; He had nowhere to lay His head when 
here ; He died on the cross rejected of men. The 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin worlds alike were repre¬ 
sented at the cross. The world system, of which 
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Satan is the god ; and the divine system, of which 
Jesus is the centre, have nothing in common. 
Christ is disallowed, indeed, of men, or, as the 
New Translation reads, He is "cast away as 
worthless." This is one side of the truth ; a 
sad side, indeed. There is another side : He is 
'' chosen of God and precious '' ! 

Drawn to Christ, as His preciousness is appre¬ 
ciated by faith, the believer is prepared to leave 
the system which has no place for Him, and to 
come to Him as the One risen from the dead, the 
Son of God, who is declared such by resurrection 
power. He leaves the boat, so to speak, and walks 
on the water to go to Jesus ! And as Simon re¬ 
ceived the name of Peter from the Lord, so the 
believer receives his name : he is a living stone, 
part of the divine system of which Christ is the 
foundation. To understand what we are as living 
stones, we must not think of ourselves as sinners, 
as children of fallen Adam. As living stones we are 
the product of divine workmanship. The evidence 
of this work is seen in our coming to Christ the 
Living Stone. Hence we are suitable material, 
and can be built up a spiritual house. 

How wonderful such a building must be ! 
Every stone prepared, so to speak, before it is 
brought to the site of building—the work of the 
axe or hammer has been done. Unsuitable qualities, 
mentioned in the first verses of the chapter, have 
been laid aside, removed. 

These are all very practical questions ; for only 

58 



what is according to the foundation can be built 
thereupon. May I ask the reader if he has come to 
Christ in the way that we have been considering ? 
Has he recognised that Christ and the world have 
nothing in common ? Has he found an attractive 
power in the preciousness of Christ to lead him 
to make this important move in his soul's ex¬ 
perience ? To you who believe, says the apostle, 
He is precious ! 

May we all find such preciousness in Christ, the 
Living Stone, that we, as Peter, may not only 
•say, "Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee," 
but at His word leave whatever boat of human 
device—any of the many sects in Christendom— 
we may be in and, coming to Christ Himself, be 
available as material for the "spiritual house." 
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THE LIVING STONE 

To Thee, 0 Lord, a song we raise 
To Thy great Name be honour, praise ! 

Though men Thy glorious Name disown, 
We see in Thee God's Living Stone ! 

Though "disallowed indeed of men," 
We hail Thee, Lord, as ris'n again ; 

Thy worthiness we gladly own, 
Thou art the Christ, the Living Stone ! 

We love to sing Thy peerless worth ! 
Though Thou art still refused on earth ; 

Thy preciousness by faith is known, 
Thou Son of God, the Living Stone ! 

How beautiful that house must be 
Whose every stone is, Lord, like Thee ! 

Where every heart arid voice both own 
Thy preciousness, Thou Living Stone ! 

There holy priests with gladness raise 
Their songs of worship and of praise ; 

All glory to Thy Name alone ! 
Thrice worthy Thou, the Living Stone ! 

60 



SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES 
1 PETER 2 : 5 

THOUGH there is no more offering for sin, the one 
perfect offering of the Lord Jesus making repetition 
not only unnecessary but impossible, we must 
not suppose that the sacrifices offered under the 
Mosaic law have no present anti-typical fulfilment. 
The first epistle of Peter, chapter 2 : 5, and the 
epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 13 : 15, both exhort 
us to offer sacrifices. What, then, are the sacrifices 
to be offered to-day and how do we offer them ? 
Let us repeat : "there is no more offering for sin." 
Hebrews 10 : 18 makes this quite clear. The 
believer on the Lord Jesus, having been once 
purged, has "no more conscience of sins." In the 
sacrifices for sin in Old Testament days there was 
the "remembrance of sins" and there was constant 
repetition, for the sacrifices could "never take away 
sins." In contrast with all such sacrifices, and yet 
as the great Antitype of them, Christ has offered 
one sacrifice for sins, perfecting for ever them that 
are sanctified, Heb. 10 : 12, 13, purging their con¬ 
science from dead works to serve the living God, 
Heb. 9:14. Happy portion, indeed ! Our con¬ 
sciences being purged, we are free to serve the 
living God in a priestly manner. Notice, dear 
reader, the effect of Christ's one perfect offering 
for sin : (1) The believer is perfected for ever ; 
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(2) there is no more remembrance of sins ; (3) there 
is no more conscience of sins ; (4) and there is no 
more offering for sin, Heb. 10. 

* * * * 
The sacrifices of old set forth in type Christ's 

perfect sacrifice, whether as a sin offering or the 
various "sweet savour" offerings, see Lev. 1-3. 
But in addition to the sacrifice itself, there was the 
question of presenting the sacrifice—the worshipper 
presenting it at the door of the tabernacle. The 
typical teaching of the book of Leviticus is to 
show to us how a redeemed people may approach 
God—a God with whom they are already in rela¬ 
tionship by redemption (of which the passover was 
a type, see Exod. 12), and by His saving power 
(of which the deliverance of Israel through the 
Red Sea was a figure, see Exod. 14 : 30). The 
question of sin had not been finally settled with 
Israel, and hence the oft-repeated sacrifices for 
sin, and the annual day of atonement, see Lev. 16. 
With believers to-day, however, the sin question 
has been settled, and settled for ever, by redemption, 
and our privilege is to present to God our sacrifices, 
having no more conscience of sins. 

WHAT SACRIFICES DO WE OFFER ? 

In Jewish days the sacrifices were material ones, 
an ox or sheep ; but we are to offer spiritual ones. 
An offerer presenting his sacrifice would typify 
our bringing to God our appreciation of Christ, 
whether as the Antitype of the burnt offering or 
peace offering. 
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It must first be remarked that, inasmuch as we 
are to offer spiritual sacrifices, our only power for 
so doing is to be found in the Holy Spirit. The 
Lord Jesus spoke of this to the woman of Samaria, 
John 4. "God is a Spirit," the Lord said, "and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth." Neither a material place of worship 
nor material sacrifices were to mark the coming 
dispensation. The Holy Spirit has now come, and 
His being here gives character to the present 
period. It is the Spirit's day, if we may so speak. 
He is our power for life and testimony, and our 
power for all worship. The apostle Paul therefore 
says, "we are the circumcision which worship 
God in the spirit," or, as the passage is more 
correctly translated, "who worship by the Spirit of 
God," Phil. 3 : 3. How necessary, therefore, to 
recognise His presence here and not in any way 
to grieve Him ! We are a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices. 

The tabernacle—as the temple later—was a 
material dwelling, and the sacrifices were material 
also. Believers are now a spiritual house, and 
are to offer in the power of the Holy Spirit sacrifices 
of a spiritual kind. This, as I have remarked, was 
typified in the Old Testament by an offerer bringing 
his material sacrifice and the priest offering it upon 
the altar. 

The action of both offerer and priest combine in 
the believer's offering spiritual sacrifices to-day. 

It would take us beyond the limits of these 
"Short Papers" to go into the details of all 
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the sacrifices offered under Mosaic law. It must 
suffice briefly to note the main feature of each. 

THE BURNT OFFERING 

was a "sweet savour" offering and was wholly 
burnt except the skin, see Lev. 1 : 9, 13, etc., and 
prefigured Christ as the One who offered Himself 
to God for a sweet-smelling savour, Eph. 5 : 2. 

The Lord Jesus ever did those things that pleased 
the Father, John 8 : 29, and in Him God always 
found His delight, Matt. 3 : 1 7 ; 1 7 : 5 ; but in 
laying down His life in devotedness to the will 
of God—that will which involved the putting 
away of sin—Jesus gave God an additional reason 
for loving Him, as the Lord says in John 10 : 17, 
"Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life." 

In the burnt offering the question of atonement 
is taken up, not exactly in the view of bearing sins 
and putting them away, that is seen in the sin 
offering, but with a view to glorifying God in 
respect of sin. The burnt offering especially pre¬ 
sents the perfectness of the One who glorified God 
in making atonement. As a well-known hymn 
says : 

" For in the very place of sin 
We see His glory most." 

The Son of man was glorified on the cross, for 
all His deep perfections shone out there ; and God 
was glorified in Him, for all that God is was ex¬ 
pressed and vindicated there in One who took up 
the question of sin, made atonement, and glorified 
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God in doing so. The burnt offering is not so much 
the actual work of putting away sin, though sin 
was atoned for, but the devotedness and perfected-
ness of Him who did the work—perfections which 
were exhibited in doing it. What devotedness 
marked Jesus, indeed, when, knowing all that was 
to come upon Him, He "went forth" to the cross, 
John 18:4. What devotedness and perfection 
when on the cross ! Though when contemplating 
this work which He was about to do, His soul 
was troubled and said, "Father, save me from this 
hour," He adds, "but for this cause came I unto 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name." This would 
be His only request, as it was His desire, and His 
perfectness was seen in it, John 12 : 27, 28. 

Hence we may note that the idea of acceptance 
is also found in connection with the burnt offering ; 
for we are accepted in the infinite perfections and 
savour of Him who atoned for sin and glorified 
God in doing so. But this is not our subject here. 

To bring a spiritual sacrifice answering to the 
burnt offering is to present to God our heart's 
appreciation of Christ in this respect. What a 
holy privilege to present such an offering to God ! 
May I ask the reader if he has availed himself of 
this holy privilege ? We are holy priests to offer 
spiritual sacrifices to God. 

THE MEAT OFFERING 

speaks of the perfect life of Jesus. There was no 
blood-shedding in this offering ; it was to be of 
fine flour mingled with oil, or wafers anointed with 
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oil, see Lev. 2. The memorial, or part of it, was 
offered to God, the priests eating the remainder 
in the holy place. 

What a life of perfection Jesus' life was ! Obe¬ 
dience, devotedness, and dependence, as well as 
all other moral perfections, were His. Conceived 
in the power of the Holy Spirit (as the meat offering 
was mingled with oil), and anointed by the Holy 
Spirit (as the offering was anointed with oil), 
Jesus as Man here filled out in moral perfectness 
the type of the meat offering. Oh, that our hearts 
dwelt more upon the life of Jesus ! Oh, that we 
engaged ourselves with Him and contemplated 
Him! It is possible that we should then be 
more able to present to God a spiritual sacrifice 
which would be the anti-type of a worshipper's 
presenting his meat offering to God. With the 
exception of the offering of a fowl, whenever 
there was a burnt offering offered, there had to 
be the accompanying meat offering, Num. 15 : 
1-16 ; for the perfection of Jesus' life is insepar¬ 
able from His death of devotedness to God. 

How very pleasing to God must such offering of 
our hearts be ! Our verse says, they are "acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ." Our presenting to God 
what we really enjoy of Christ must be acceptable 
indeed, for it is really Christ that is presented. 

THE PEACE OFFERING 

in a very remarkable way typifies the upgoing of 
thanksgiving and praise to God founded upon 
that which Christ is to Him, and at the same time, 
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the communion we have one with another in this 
happy engagement of our hearts. The peace 
offering was offered to God upon the burnt offering. 
Only the fat and certain organs of the body were 
burnt, see Lev. 3 : 3-5, etc. The rest of the victim 
was eaten. The offering priest had the right 
shoulder ; the priestly house the breast ; the 
remainder being the portion of the offerer and 
his household, see Lev. 7:11-34; Deut. 12:7. 
In a very striking way does this fact show how 
Jesus' precious death is the basis of our common 
joy. How wonderful, indeed, that what we offer 
to God, what is so infinitely acceptable to Him, 
becomes food for our hearts ! As a familiar hymn 
says :— 

" In Thy grace Thou now hast called us 
Sharers of Thy joy to be; 

And to know the blessed secret 
Of His preciousness to Thee." 

It is the peace offering that is referred to in 
1 Corinthians 10: 18. "Behold Israel after the 
flesh : are not they which eat of the sacrifices 
partakers of the altar ?" An Israelite who offered 
his peace offering was thereby in communion with 
the altar of the one true God, Jehovah. Similarly 
to-day, we who enjoy the benefits of the death of 
Christ, and are privileged to offer to God our 
heart's appreciation of Him, are committed to the 
communion of Christ's death. The Lord's supper 
is the expression of this communion, or fellowship, 
as 1 Corinthians 10 so simply explains, see verses 
16, 17 ; and it is morally impossible to be in this 
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fellowship, that is, to be true to it, and continue 
in that which denies it. 

There were many other offerings an Israelite 
might present to God, such as the firstfruits, 
Deut. 26, and each would have its typical meaning, 
prefiguring in one way or another our offering to 
God something of Christ which has been appre¬ 
ciated by us. The three offerings referred to may 
suffice to illustrate what it is to offer a spiritual 
sacrifice. 

The Lord give us all to value the holy privilege of 
offering to God the spiritual sacrifices of our hearts' 
appreciation of Christ, and thus to experience 
the joys which are intended to be the common 
portion of all believers ; at the same time to be 
true to the fellowship of Christ's death. We are 
identified with our "altar," Heb. 13 : 10-16. 



OUR OFFERING 

Our sacrifice of praise we gladly bring 
To Thee, 0 God, and of Thy Christ would sing ; 
Sweet is our theme of praise, Thy Christ alone, 
In whom all beauties have combined and shone. 

How precious He, who in each step He trod 
Was wholly pleasing to Thy heart, 0 God ! 
Whose every thought and act in every day 
Went up as incense unto Thee alway ! 

We would present His life, His death to Thee, 
For in Himself all perfectness we see, 
Meekness and truth and righteousness combine 
In His blest pathway here with love divine. 

The off'rings of our hearts we thus would bring 
To thee, 0 God, as of Thy Christ we sing ; 
Sweet to our hearts it is to worship Thee, 
Since in Thy Christ we every beauty see. 
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A CHIEF CORNER-STONE—ELECT, 
PRECIOUS 

1 PETER 2 : 6-8 

BEFORE speaking of believers as a royal priest¬ 
hood, 1 Peter 2 draws our attention to the very 
definite manner in which Christ has become a 
test to men, and that the state of everybody is 
made manifest by the way in which Christ is 
viewed. To us who believe, He is precious ; but 
He has been disallowed by men, and those who are 
disobedient would do well to remember that the 
stone which the builders disallowed is made ' 'the 
head of the corner." God has appointed that 
those who are disobedient should find Christ a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. The 
state of disobedience is manifested in their so 
doing. Christ is the test. 

The apostle quotes part of a passage in Isaiah 
28 : 16, where, in contrast to the unholy alliance 
which God's earthly people will make, the prophet 
draws attention to Christ under the figure of a 
"foundation stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone." The "refuge of lies," under which Tsrael 
would seek to hide itself, would be swept away ; 
but nothing could possibly shake God's sure 
foundation. He that believed in Him should not 
be confounded. But God's erring people "would 
not hear," v. 12, they were disobedient. It is so 
to-day : disobedience stumbles at Christ. But to 
us who believe, He is precious. 
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FAITH APPRECIATES CHRIST 

God has laid this foundation and He esteems 
this Chief Corner Stone as elect and precious. 
We who by grace believe on the Lord Jesus find 
our hearts in agreement with God's own thought. 
To us He is also precious, for faith always appre¬ 
ciates Christ. How very simply this test discovers 
where we all are. What think ye of Christ ? This 
is the question to be faced. It was the point that 
caused division in the day when the Lord was 
here on earth. "There was a division among the 
people because of him." Again, "And there was a 
division among them." Further, "There was a 
division therefore again among the Jews for these 
sayings," John 7 : 43 ; 9 : 1 6 ; 10 : 19. Christ has 
the same effect to-day. How does the reader stand 
with regard to Christ ? Is the name of Jesus merely 
a name to him ? Or is it the name of One whom 
he knows—knows personally through faith as his 
Saviour, knows as the One whose precious blood 
has redeemed him, as the One who is God's precious 
Corner Stone ? "Unto you therefore which believe 
he is precious." As a believer reads such words in 
his Bible, how his heart with deepest feeling says, 
Amen ! Who, indeed, is so precious as Christ ? 
Faith always values Christ. 

DISOBEDIENCE STUMBLES AT CHRIST. 

But why is Christ not so appreciated by all men ? 
Their state is evidenced—they are disobedient. 
The "obedience of faith" does not mark them ; 

71 



hence they "being disobedient" stumble at the 
word. God has appointed that they should do 
so, I repeat. The passage does not mean that God 
has appointed them to be disobedient ; indeed 
no ! But being disobedient, God has appointed 
that their state should manifest itself by the way 
they esteem Christ. Similarly we read in Romans 
9 : 32 : "For they stumbled at that stumbling-
stone ; as it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
stumblingstone and rock of offence : and who¬ 
soever believeth on him shall not be ashamed." 
Why did they stumble ? Because they were seeking 
righteousness "not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law." God is acting in sovereign 
mercy to-day, of which Zion speaks ; and nothing 
tests the proud heart of man so much as does the 
fact that if he is to be blessed, it can only be by 
mercy. Mercy suits anyone who feels himself to 
be a sinner. He is only too thankful to come into 
blessing upon that ground. "God be merciful to 
me a sinner" is language he thankfully adopts. 
His only hope is mercy, and he knows it. God and 
me, the sinner, and mercy the link. "God—be 
merciful—to me." Such an attitude expresses an 
obedience of faith and to such Christ is precious. 

If the heart has not bowed to God, if the obe¬ 
dience of faith is not there, Christ, instead of being 
precious, is a rock of offence. He was refused on 
earth. The builders of the great world system had 
no room for Christ. He was "disallowed indeed 
of men." His teaching and the principles of the 
world had nothing in common. Christ was cast 
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away as worthless by men. The cross on which 
our Saviour died only too plainly proclaims the 
solemn fact. Christ and His cross are indeed the 
test. They make the great division between the 
believer and the world. 

THE CROSS DIVIDES HUMANITY. 

On the one side of the cross are those who are 
disobedient, who stumble at the word, to whom 
Christ is a rock of offence, who love the present 
world, who prefer their sins to Christ. Let such 
remember, again I say, Christ is made the head 
of the corner ! 

On the other side of the cross are those who have 
obeyed the truth, believers, to whom Christ is 
precious, who have found a circle where Christ is 
valued, who hate their sins and themselves for 
committing them, but who love Christ who died 
to put them all away and who redeemed them by 
His precious blood. They shall not be confounded. 
Can we wonder that Christ is precious to such ? 
Strange indeed it would be if it were otherwise. 
It could not be so. 

How solemnly the Lord Himself spoke of the 
first class to which I have alluded. "What is this 
then that is written, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the 
corner '. Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall 
be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder," Luke 20 : 17, 18. 
Nothing but judgment awaits the Christ rejecter, 
that is, those who stumble at the word. 
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May I ask the reader on which side of the cross 
he is ? Is he still linked with the world ? Unhappy 
man, if he is ! Is he a believer ? If so, has he 
confessed Christ, and definitely broken with the 
world ? The cross divides humanity. Christianity 
is not meant to educate the world, but to deliver 
us from it. The gospel is the power of God to 
salvation, telling us of Christ, who is indeed precious 
to us, and delivering us from sin and from the 
course and customs of the world. Christ is the 
test of every man. 

Not only is Christ the test to men generally, He 
is particularly so to those who are His. The way 
we esteem and treat the Lord shows where we 
are spiritually. How a believer speaks of Christ 
will often denote his state and spiritual where¬ 
abouts. Let us remember this. What place has 
Christ in my heart ? Then, too, we prove how we 
esteem and value Christ by the way we treat His 
own. Is not this plainly shown in Matthew 25 : 40 
and Acts 9 : 4 ? This fact makes the question a 
very practical one. How do I esteem Christ ? 
Is He precious to me ? How do I esteem those that 
are His 1 Are they precious, too ? 

CHRIST THE FOUNDATION AND HEAD OF 

GOD'S WORLD. 

Yes, Christ is precious to the believer. The 
" preciousness" here spoken of, however, is par¬ 
ticularly in connection with what Christ is to God. 
He is elect, precious to God. He is the foundation 
and Head of all that is for God. How enlarged our 
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view of Christ becomes and how increasingly 
precious He is in our hearts, when we see that 
everything for God's world of bliss is founded on 
Christ and that He is head of all. He is precious 
to us individually ; but 1 Peter 2 speaks of an 
appreciation that is common to all who believe, 
and is connected with what Christ is for God. He 
is the Living Stone. The world had no room for 
Him ; they disallowed Him and cast Him out as 
worthless. But just as the world had no room for 
Christ, so in the vast spiritual system that is to 
vibrate with praise to God there is no room for 
anything of the world. There is nothing in common 
between the two systems. The cross stands as the 
abiding witness to this. Christ in resurrection 
is the foundation, the Rock, on which God is 
building a world to His pleasure. He is the "sure 
foundation," and those who believe on Him thus 
have an appreciation of His preciousness in a 
much deeper and fuller way than those who only 
know Him as Saviour and Lord, though He is 
precious to such, too, for He is so to all who believe. 

May God graciously give us a deeper sense of 
Christ's preciousness! "Unto you . . . which believe 
he is precious." How truly we can say, "Amen ! " 
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THE ROYAL PRIESTHOOD 
1 PETER 2 : 9 

As the holy priesthood, believers are privileged to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ ; as the royal priesthood they are to 
show forth the praises (or excellences) of Him who 
has called them out of darkness into His mar¬ 
vellous light. The " ve" of ! Peter 2 : 9 is emphatic 
and stands in contrast to those who are mentioned 
in the previous verses as being disobedient and 
who therefore stumble at the word. " Yc," says 
the apostle, "are a chosen generation." 

The proposal God made to Tsrael through Moses, 
of which we read in Kxodus 19 : 5, 6, was never 
fully idealised in that people. The conditions were 
not fulfilled bv them ; Israel did not comply with 
the terms of the covenant which they undertook 
to carry out. The "law . . . was weak through the 
flesh." But what was marked by failure on account 
of the flesh in connection with Israel, is to be carried 
out in the power of the hfoly Spirit in believers 
to-day. By bringing in the reign of grace on the 
basis of an accomplished redemption, and through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and His work in believers, 
God is securing to-day what never could have been 
produced by man of Adam's race under the law. 
The qualities proper to being a "peculiar treasure" 
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and a "kingdom of priests" were never found in 
Israel ; but they are secured in Christianity. 

"Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people [or a people 

for a possession]." 

Notice, dear reader, the apostle does not say we 
must do certain things, and if we do them we 
shall be a royal priesthood, etc. That was Israel's 
position and ended in failure. Grace, in contrast 
to law, confers favour, gives the place and with it 
the power to carry out what is proper to it. How 
could children of sinful Adam, those born in sin, 
possessing only fallen sinful natures, show forth 
the excellences of God ? It would be utterly im¬ 
possible. Such are the disobedient ones of verse 8. 
But the believer has been born again ; there has 
been a work of God in him, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he is enabled to answer to the 
wonderful position conferred, and its corresponding 
responsibilities. 

The expression "a chosen generation" conveys 
the thought that we have been definitely selected. 
This had been said of Israel. God had chosen them 
to be a special people unto Himself, Deut. 7 : 6. 
God had done so that they might be unto Him 
for a people and for a name and for a praise, 
as Jeremiah says, chap. 13: 11. But he has to 
add, "they would not hear." The failure of the 
people spoilt everything. But God is not to be 
thwarted in His purpose. He has secured such a 
people through redemption and the sanctification 
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of the Spirit. It could not be brought about in 
flesh ; but it has been secured by the work of the 
Holy Spirit and on the ground of redemption. 

A "royal priesthood" speaks of those who can 
represent a God whom they know. They have 
learned as "a holy priesthood" what is suitable 
to Him. They have drawn nigh to Him with 
spiritual sacrifices of praise. As royal priests they 
now come forth from Him to express His character. 
What a title of dignity this is ! Royal priests are 
to act in a kingly manner, showing in their ways 
the royal law of love and the excellences of God. 

A "holy nation" implies a nation separated 
from others and sanctified to God. Such Israel 
should have been ; for what nation had God so 
near to them as they had ? Christians are such 
to-day. Separated from the world by the death 
of Christ, they are to be holy, for God is holy. 

A "peculiar people," or, as the expression may 
be rendered, "a people for a possession," tells of 
those who are for God. God is to have on the basis 
of redemption and by the work of the Holy Spirit 
that which He did not find in Israel. The divine 
revenues are to be secured. No thought of God 
can fail. The Lord's portion is His people. 

* * * * 

We are to show forth the praises (or excellences) 
of Him who has called us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. How different indeed the ways 
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of a believer should be from those of an unbeliever ! 
The unbeliever is in darkness ; he does not know 
God. The believer has been called out of darkness, 
called by the gospel into God's marvellous light. 
He knows God, has proved His mercy and His grace, 
and knows His love. He knows His excellences 
and can show them forth. But for the abiding 
witness of creation that ever speaks of God's 
eternal power and divinity, God is only set forth 
at the present time by His own. What an obliga¬ 
tion rests upon us ! His ancient people, Israel, 
have lamentably failed. The name of God has 
been blasphemed among the nations by the Jews. 
God had set Jerusalem in the midst of the nations, 
but alas ! what a story Ezekiel 5 : 5, 6 tells ! He 
had to write "Lo-ammi"—not my people—upon 
them, Hos. 1 : 9. 

But mercy can secure what nothing else can. 
Through faith in Christ, through believing the 
gospel, those of Israel (as we poor Gentiles) who 
were the subjects of the election of grace, anticipate 
the day when "Lo-ammi" shall be called "Ammi," 
that is, "my people." They were once "not a 
people," but are now the people of God, once not 
obtaining mercy, but now obtaining it. 

The mercy of God shall yet recover His earthly 
people, and they shall yet be to Him for a name 
and a praise ; but before that day comes, God has 
given a remnant of that same people, as found 
in the assembly, to anticipate that privilege. In 
the assembly God is maintaining the continuity 
of His ways. He is allowing no thought of His 
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to lapse, whether the house of God, priesthood, 
sacrifices, or His chosen nation, all is secured in 
the assembly—the true Israel of God. 

Since this is so, how careful we should be that 
the excellences of God are truly shown forth by 
us ! Anything unlike God is unbecoming for those 
who are His royal priests and His chosen nation. 
Let us think of what God is and what marks His 
ways, and then let us ask ourselves, Are these ex¬ 
cellences marking us ? God is love ; His ways are 
holy ways ; He is righteous in His acts ; He is 
kind, long-suffering, patient. Goodness marks Him 
and mercy and compassion. He is the great Giver. 
How rich and full are His excellences. Are we 
setting forth God, dear reader ? Are we like Him ? 
We are to show forth the praises, the excellences 
of Him who has called us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. 
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STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS 
1 PETER 2:11-25 

THE believer is called to follow Christ, who has left 
him an example. The Lord Jesus was ever the 
"homeless stranger" here. As a Babe there was 
no room for Him in the inn ; in His path of service 
He had nowhere to lay His head ; He was the 
"despised and rejected of men" and His life was 
taken from the earth. Hence we need not be 
surprised that the apostle Peter addresses those 
to whom he wrote as "strangers and pilgrims." 
As he says in the first chapter of the epistle, they 
were "strangers scattered" through various places. 
This very circumstance would probably have 
given them to realise the appropriateness of his 
remark, although in itself it was not the full 
meaning of his words. They were redeemed, they 
had an inheritance reserved for them in heaven 
and were called to follow Christ here, and therefore 
were 

STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS. 

What a very challenging expression this is— 
"strangers and pilgrims" ! How it tests us as to 
whether we really have heaven before us as our 
inheritance, whether we are followers of Christ. 

The first exhortation in this connection is to 
"abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul." Naturally our lives were characterised as 
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having been governed by the gratification of self. 
But the time past of our lives may well suffice for 
that ; the will of God is now to govern us. We are 
to be a people "diverse from all people," as God's 
people were in the days of Esther, chap. 3 : 8. 
The "will of the Gentiles" is not to be our mode 
of life, but the "will of God." The incident in the 
book of Esther is parallel in more than one respect. 
The people of God in that day were a "people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people." 
It is similar with God's people to-day. They are 
not of one earthly nation, but have been called 
from all nations and are thus found "scattered 
abroad" and "among" other people ; yet they 
are a "holy nation" and are to be marked off 
from all other people as not being governed by 
what usually marks men but by the will of God. 
The words "strangers and pilgrims" have some¬ 
what of this meaning in them. We are to be 
"strangers" in the sense of being "foreigners" 
belonging to another country, here only for a time ; 
we are "pilgrims" as being a people among others, 
"scattered" as it were away from our home. As 
our epistle reads, we are 

"AMONG THE GENTILES." 

Once we were o/them, we were Gentiles, as those 
to whom this epistle was written were of the Jews ; 
but now we are to be "among the Gentiles" doing 
the will of God, our manner of life honest, doing 
"good works" which they may see, so that when 
God does speak to them they may glorify Him. 
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The Christian may be spoken against at times as 
an evil-doer, but this is not to divert him from his 
path of following Christ, who ever went about 
doing good. 

What an obligation rests upon us all as set in 
our various positions "among the Gentiles." Not 
of the world, as Christ was not of the world, yet 
scattered among all people to show forth God's 
praises. 

Since this is the case, the believer is to take no 
place in the government of the world ; he is a 
citizen of another country, that is, a heavenly 
one ; he waits for the day when Christ shall have 
His kingdom and rights here. Meanwhile he is to 
be subject to every ordinance of man for 

THE LORD'S SAKE. 

How sweet this motive makes the path of the 
Christian ! To be subject is not irksome when we 
are so for "the Lord's sake." We are "servants of 
God," our path is to do "the will of God," we are 
to do all for "the Lord's sake." Who could wish 
for a happier path ? God will be feared, the king 
will be honoured, the brethren will be loved, indeed 
all men will be honoured if this is the path we tread. 

The word "servants" here is particularly in¬ 
teresting, for it is not the usual word that means 
a slave, but one that could equally mean one that 
was not so—a household servant, for instance. 
I have heard that some Christians object to the 
idea of being "servants" and of having "masters" ; 
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but rather prefer to speak of "employers" and 
"employed." But Scripture is simple in its manner 
of speaking, and the believer who does all for "the 
Lord's sake" has no difficulty in regarding himself 
as in the position of a servant. The world is marked 
by democracy to-day, and its dark shadow is apt 
to be cast on some believers who get under the 
world's influence. The Bible speaks of masters 
and servants, and the simple believer sees nothing 
unbecoming in accepting its pure language. The 
Lord Jesus is ever the One we are to follow. He 
has left us 

AN EXAMPLE 

that we should follow His steps. The unhappy 
manners of a master are not to be reflected in the 
believing servant. We are to do well, and if we 
suffer we are to take it patiently. How many a 
difficult position would be solved if we more simply 
acted on the instructions given to us in this scrip¬ 
ture. Christ suffered for us, and He has left us an 
example. What a path of perfection His was ! 
When He was reviled He reviled not again ; no 
threatenings came out of His lips. Lord Jesus ! 
ever perfect was Thy path ! May we follow Thee 
more truly ! 

But Jesus did more than suffer for well-doing, 
He suffered for us. He "bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree." His death was necessary to 
put them away. And since this was so, it is that 
we should be dead to sins and live unto righteous¬ 
ness. The life of sins that once marked us is to do 
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so no longer, we are to be dead to it. How clean a 
break this means ; a dead man has no activity in 
his past circumstances. Death cuts all links. We 
are to be dead to sins. The will of God is to be 
our life ; we are servants of God. 

Christ was our Substitute on the cross ; there 
it was that He bare our sins. He is now 

THE SHEPHERD AND BISHOP OF OUR SOULS. 

How safe we may well feel in such keeping ! His 
stripes have been our healing ; He was wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities ; 
and now He is our Shepherd and the Bishop, or 
Overseer, of our souls. 

Do we think sufficiently of the present service 
of Christ ? He is ever serving us. His eye is ever 
upon us. How many a danger He saves us from ! 
How often He is praying for us as we pass through 
temptation ! He is ever our Advocate maintaining 
our place before God. He is ever our Shepherd 
caring for us and watching over our souls. His 
death was indeed a proof of His amazing love. 
But His love is still serving us ; He is our Shepherd. 
Our life in the past was one of straying away. 
But we are in His keeping now. May we ever keep 
near Him ! We shall then follow His steps and be 
marked by the features that marked Him, carrying 
out everything for "the Lord's sake" and as 
"servants of God" doing the "will of God." 
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HOLY WOMEN 
1 PETER 3 :1-7 

THE place women have in Christianity is beautiful ; 
no one who is spiritually minded could read the 
New Testament without being struck by this fact. 
The place women are assuming in this world is quite 
the reverse ; they are destroying themselves. In 
attempting to fill man's place they forsake their 
own ; and they certainly can never rightly fill his. 
No place more fittingly sets forth the position of 
the assembly than does the place of woman ; I 
refer to the position of the assembly in relation to 
Christ. 

The thought of being subject, of submitting our¬ 
selves, has already been presented in this epistle. 
Even to every ordinance of man, whether to the 
king or to governors, we are to submit ourselves 
for the Lord's sake. But in the passage before us 
the apostle particularly dwells upon the subject 
place and adornment of women, of wives. We all 
do well to take heed to the instruction, especially 
those addressed. 

SUBJECTION 

is a feature proper to the assembly and should mark 
everyone composing it. It is one of the first lessons 
of the kingdom of God. The younger are to submit 
themselves to the elder, yea, all of us are to be 
subject one to another. The element in us that 
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dislikes to be subject is pride. Pride is sin. There 
is one who is spoken of as the king over all the 
children of pride, see Job 41 : 34. We do not want 
to be his subjects, surely ! Antichrist will exalt 
himself. Humility is the opposite of pride and is 
one of the moral excellences of Jesus. Jesus 
humbled Himself. It is well for us definitely to 
name the feeling in our hearts that objects to our 
being subject one to another. It is pride or some 
other form of self-will, some feature that will 
characterise the "man of sin." How much pride 
there is in our hearts ! Let us soberly face this 
question, dear reader, and judge ourselves in the 
presence of God and in the light of the cross. We 
sometimes sing : 

'' When I behold the wond'rous cross 
On which the Lord of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride." 

But we may wisely ask ourselves if we have really 
meant what we have sung. Pride is very objec¬ 
tionable to God. 

While the exhortation is necessary for us all, the 
scripture we are considering is particularly ad¬ 
dressed to wives in respect of their own husbands. 
A wife here is told of a spiritual weapon far more 
powerful than the most forceful arguments she 
might employ, and one in the use of which she will 
have divine support. The natural heart will think 
little of such a course, but we may be quite sure 
God's way is right and best. A man who will 
"obey not the word," may "without the word" 
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be won by his wife's chaste manner of life. How 
gracious of God to appeal to the heart of a sinner 
through such a channel of affection, to speak to 
him in such a tender way. Be encouraged, dear 
sister, if such is your position. Your husband may 
not read a tract ; the Bible may be a book he will 
not open ; but he can and will read you, and God 
may open his heart through your quiet and sub¬ 
missive spirit and your chaste and gentle ways. 
Do not forsake this divinely ordered path for one 
suggested by human reason. Depend upon it, God 
knows best. 

ADORNMENT. 

A further instruction is given as to dress, adorn¬ 
ment. No scripture seems more overlooked to-day. 
As far as the practical effect upon some believers is 
concerned, it might as well not be in the Bible at 
all. Have you read 1 Peter 3 : 3 and 4, dear sister ? 
Do you recognise the passage as inspired of God 1 
Has it the authority of God over your soul ? Have 
you heeded and are you acting in accordance with 
what it says ? "Holy women" are needed to-day. 
The professing church has abandoned her place 
of subjection to Christ, and women characteristi¬ 
cally are giving up theirs. Instead of the adornment 
of a meek and quiet spirit, a spirit quite the reverse 
appears general. Outward adornment to attract 
attention, apparel put on not to cover but for 
display, seems the order of the day ; and, alas ! 
habits that mark the world frequently get in among 
those who are the Lord's. Poor world ! After all, 
what has it other than outward adornment ? It is 



without Christ and without God. But is a believer 
such, too ? Has not a woman, redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ, and whose heart has been 
purified by faith, nothing else ? Have we nothing 
else who have found Christ precious ? Indeed we 
have ! A Christian woman has the capability of 
moral adornment; she has a beauty that no world¬ 
ling possesses. What need has she to stoop to the 
world's level and gratify vanity and feed pride ? 

HOLY WOMEN. 

"Holy women" of old have set the example ; 
"holy women" to-day will follow it. They will 
possess an adornment "which is in the sight of 
God of great price." Do not be afraid of the word 
"obeyed." Sarah "obeyed" Abraham, calling him 
lord. You do not lose your place in so doing, you 
keep it. Your behaviour is a lesson to everyone 
in the kingdom of God ; in so acting you are a 
daughter of Sarah. 

Husbands are to dwell with then- wives according 
to knowledge, recognising them as the weaker vessel, 
and to give them honour. How these instructions 
strike the mind as very different from the world's 
behaviour ! There is to be consideration given 
by the husband to the wife that is due to her, 
an intelligent recognition of what is comely. He 
is to honour her. What a contrast this to the de¬ 
graded condition of women in heathendom, where 
she was very little other than a slave. What a 
contrast also to much that goes on to-day in pro¬ 
fessed Christian countries ! The husband and wife 



are to be "heirs together" of the grace of life. 
Their lives are to be ordered accordingly that 
prayer be not hindered. Their relationship one 
with another is to be maintained in keeping with 
the holy presence of God which they seek in prayer. 

The reader will notice that the exhortations in 
this epistle are not on the high ground of the 
epistle to the Ephesians. Peter largely deals with 
principles and behaviour connected with the king¬ 
dom of God. 

May the Lord give us all concern of heart that 
these simple yet practical and important matters 
may have their right place in our lives for His 
name's sake. 



GOD'S GOVERNMENT IN DAYS OF GRACE 
1 PETER 3:8-16 

IT is important to remember that the government 
of God as to this earth has not discontinued, 
although the present time—"now," 2 Cor. 6 : 2— 
is a day of salvation and an acceptable time, a 
time when grace is the dominant feature. Yet 
obviously God's government is tempered by the 
character of the dispensation and it is not now 
direct as in the days when God dwelt on earth 
among His people Israel. In those days Jerusalem, 
and especially the temple, had a wonderful place 
in the ways of God. God dwelt among His people, 
giving a visible sign of His presence in a cloud. 
The throne upon which Solomon sat is called in 
1 Chronicles 29:23, "the throne of Jehovah." 
Through the wickedness of His people God had at 
length to withdraw His presence from them and 
deliver them to captivity. The prophecy of Ezekiel 
touchingly describes God's reluctant but necessary 
retreat from His people and His temple. He had 
dwelt between the cherubim, but from this point 
His throne was to be no longer there. Hence in 
Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah God is spoken of as 
the "God of the heavens." When, however, the 
temple was again being built, those who laboured 
in the work speak of themselves as the "servants 
of the God of heaven and earth," Ezra 5 :11 , and 
though there does not appear to have ever again 
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been any visible token of God's presence in the 
temple as the "cloud" had been (for His people 
held their place under Gentile rule), yet they 
recognised that the eye of their God was upon 
them, Ezra 5 : 5 . In Ezra's time it was rather 
a faith that confided in God and God acting pro¬ 
videntially than God's direct government. 

Yet all along, whether directly for a relatively 
short period in Israel, or indirectly, God was the 
"Judge of all the earth," though His methods of 
government were tempered according to His dis¬ 
pensational ways. Hence on the one hand Abraham 
pleads with God in Genesis 18 on this ground, 
"shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? " 
On the other hand the Lord warned those to whom 
He spake not to conclude that those upon whom 
the tower of Siloam fell were sinners above others, 
Luke 13 : 1-5. Psalm 73 dwells upon the contra¬ 
diction of what was merely apparent : we cannot 
judge on that ground : the secret and explanation 
are found in the sanctuary, v. 17. 

When the Lord Jesus comes again and reigns 
on earth, He will rule the world in righteousness. 
He will remove evil, and the righteous shall flourish: 
God's government will then be direct and public. 
His judgments will be in the earth and the in¬ 
habitants will learn righteousness. Until then 
though God's government exists, it takes the 
form of overruling rather than of direct govern¬ 
ment ; though He may act directly on occasions, 
as for example in Acts 12 : 22. 
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I have dwelt at some length upon this interesting 
subject, for the passage before us in 1 Peter neces¬ 
sitates that we should understand something of 
its bearing. The quotation in our epistle is from 
Psalm 34, and there could scarcely be a happier 
illustration of the truth. The "eyes of the Lord," 
those very same eyes that were upon Ezra and 
his company, those "eyes" that ran to and fro on 
the earth, as it is said in 2 Chronicles 16:9, the 
"eyes of the Lord"—are over the righteous. The 
Psalmist would teach us the "fear of the Lord." 
We are not to be governed by the fear of man. 
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
His ear is open to their prayer. 

The practical life of a believer is to be governed 
by the light of what will obtain in the "world to 
come"—the time when God's government will be 
direct, when the King shall reign in righteousness. 
He should do nothing now that would be morally 
out of keeping then. He is to own the rule of Christ 
now. He is already in the kingdom of God. Hence 
he is to move with his brethren, those of like faith, 
and to be of one mind with them, having com¬ 
passion—loving them as brethren, being pitiful, 
courteous. What a joy to the heart of the Lord 
Jesus it must be to have those on earth now who 
do His will and are characterised by such features : 
not rendering evil for evil as the world, but blessing, 
since called to inherit a blessing. 

An additional reason, however, is given for such 
behaviour and an encouragement to it. God's 
government is towards such. " The eyes of the Lord 

93 



are over the righteous and his ears are open to 
their prayers, but the face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil." 

How careful the apostle is not to complete the 
verse of the Psalm where we read, "The face of 
the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth," Psa. 34 : 16. 
This latter clause would not suit the present time. 
Grace reigns to-day. God's face governmentally is 
against a man that does evil, but it does not neces¬ 
sarily mean that he will be cut off from the earth ; 
indeed, this might not be the case. It is possible 
the sinner may be converted and blessed, though 
still having to suffer governmentally for his sins 
committed during his previous course of evil. 

The recognition of the government of God would 
have a salutary effect upon us. We should not 
only delight to do what pleases the Lord because 
it does please Him, but we should fear to do wrong, 
rightly fear. The Lord's face is against the man 
who does evil, whoever he may be. He may be a 
Christian, justified, and whose sins God will 
remember no more ; but nevertheless if he does 
evil the "face of the Lord is against" him govern-
mentally. The dealings of God in government 
may be used as discipline for his spiritual good, 
for all things work together for good to those who 
love God, Rom. 8 : 28 ; yet such an one forfeits 
for the time he does evil the sense that the eyes of 
the Lord are over the righteous and His ears open 
to their prayers. He may lose his health, his money, 
even his liberty, through doing evil (governmentally 
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God is against one that does evil), but in his suffer¬ 
ing there may be the intricate working of a "wheel 
in the middle of a wheel," Ezek. 1 : 16, and under 
the hand of God in discipline his soul may be 
developing the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
and he himself become a partaker of God's holi¬ 
ness ; yet the rings, or, more correctly, the "rims" 
of the great wheels of God's government are "so 
high that they were dreadful" and God is not 
mocked. Scripture says, "whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap," Gal. 6 : 7. 

God's government and His grace combine in 
the working of His ways to-day. Government 
exists yet tempered by grace, the feature of the 
dispensation. 

* * * * 
Who can harm us if we follow that which is 

good ? The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous. 
Yet if we do suffer for righteousness (for man is 
evil and the world opposed to God), we are happy. 
Let us sanctify the Lord in our hearts and not fear 
man. Nor is our suffering to prevent our being 
ready to tell others of our joy. We are to be ready 
to give an answer to every man that asketh us a 
reason of the hope we have. 

How important it is that we should be acquainted 
with Scripture, with the truth, if we are rightly to 
reply to inquiry. How can we intelligently answer 
if we know not our Bibles ? We must be able to 
answer words of truth to them that send to us. 
We must be ready always to give an answer to 
every man. We may be suffering at his hands, 
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suffering for righteousness sake ; but nothing but 
grace is to mark us : we are to be ready to answer 
every man, ready to give a reason of our hope. 

Another very important feature is mentioned. 
We are to have a good conscience. The false 
accusations of those who would harm us are to 
find us with God. A failure, sin, must be followed 
quickly by confession to God, and we must be 
concerned that righteousness mark us in every 
sphere of responsibility. Our sheep must be left 
with a keeper of the sheep and our carriage, so to 
speak, must be properly looked after, as was the 
case with David, see 1 Sam. 17 : 22-28, otherwise 
our armour of righteousness will be defective, and 
an accusation may find us with an uneasy con¬ 
science. But if our path is according to God and 
we have acted in keeping with the light He has 
given us, our consciences will be good and the 
shame will not be ours, but will come upon those 
who have falsely accused our good conversation 
in Christ. 

If we love life and would see good days, this 
must be our path. The government of God relates 
to earth. 

May we all be kept in paths of righteousness, 
so that the "eyes of the Lord" may be over us 
and His ear open to our prayer ! May we also be 
concerned so that we may intelligently give an 
answer to every man and a reason of the hope 
that we have, always maintaining a good 
conscience. 
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BROUGHT TO GOD 
1 PETER 3:18 

FEW verses in Scripture more simply and yet 
more fully bring before us the result of Christ 
having suffered. "Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God." 

Note, dear reader, "to bring us to God." It is 
not merely that we should be exempted from 
judgment, the punishment due to us on account 
of our sins—this, indeed, we are. Christ has borne 
the judgment and not a drop of it shall ever 
reach us. Nor is it that we should be delivered 
from the bondage in which we were held under the 
power of sin and the world. Neither of these, 
though both are necessary, go so far as bringing 
us to God ; and Christ died to "bring us to God." 

A type of security from the judgment of God is 
found in the position of the children of Israel 
under the shelter of the sprinkled blood of the 
passover lamb. God selected the means whereby 
they were protected from judgment. A lamb was 
to be taken, was to be slain and the blood 
sprinkled on the side posts and the lintels of the 
houses in which they were. The blood was to be 
a token to them, and when God saw the blood 
He would pass over their houses, thus protecting 
them from the destroying angel. They were thus 
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SHELTERED FROM JUDGMENT. 

Death, the judgment of God upon sin, had been 
borne by the lamb, a type of Christ, and hence the 
Israelites were safe. Similarly is it with the believer 
to-day. God has provided His way whereby His 
own judgment has been met. Christ, our passover, 
has been sacrificed for us. Being brought to God, 
however, means something more than safety from 
judgment. 

Again, a type of deliverance from bondage, the 
bondage of sin through the power of the world, 
of which Satan is the god, is very clearly typified 
in the deliverance of the children of Israel from the 
slavery of Egypt. God's chosen deliverer, Moses, 
led them through the Red Sea, by whose waters 
Pharaoh and his hosts were destroyed. Passing 
through that sea once and for ever delivered 
Israel from their unhappy position of slavery. 
"Thus the Lord saved Israel," we read. They 
had seen God's groat salvation ; they had by 
faith crossed the Red Sea and were delivered. 
Typically they were 

SAVED FROM THE WORLD. 

Similarly is it also with us, believers. The power 
of Satan over our souls is broken when we appre¬ 
hend the force of the death of Christ and accept 
that death as our way of salvation from this world 
marked by sin and which Satan rules. Our baptism 
is a figure of this way of deliverance. Christ has 
actually died and overcome this world. Christ's 
death has made a way of escape for us. If we accept 



this way we shall find deliverance from this world 
of sin. We are entitled to accept His death as 
our own and to regard ourselves as having died. 
We have been baptized to Christ's death, and 
accepting this—and only so—we find salvation. 

But again we must note that salvation from the 
world and the bondage of sin, is not in itself being 
brought to God. Our verse says, "Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins . . . that he might bring us 
to God." 

If the reader will turn to Exodus 19:4, he 
will see how God speaks of having borne His 
people on eagles' wings and having brought them 
to Himself. Let us notice these three different 
positions : (1) Israel was sheltered from judgment 
—safe ; (2) Israel was delivered from bondage— 
saved. Now they are spoken of as being 

BROUGHT TO GOD. 

So is it also with the believer. He is sheltered 
from judgment. Never will a drop of judgment 
come upon any redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ. He may also know what it is to be delivered 
from the bondage of sin. Sin is no longer to have 
dominion over him ; he is under the reign of 
grace. Then he is also brought to God. Wonderful 
result, indeed, of the blessed work of Jesus on the 
cross, of His death and triumphant resurrection. 
We have been "delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies" that we might serve God "in holiness and 
righteousness before him all the days of our life." 

There is to be no distance between our souls 
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and God. We are brought to Him. Everything 
that could have caused distance or bondage has 
been removed in the death of Christ. And nothing 
less, dear reader, than the sufferings of Christ 
could have effected this. His sufferings went right 
on to death itself. He was "put to death in the 
flesh," as our verse says. 

It is important to distinguish between the suffer¬ 
ings of the Lord which He endured on the cross, and 
His death, both of which were necessary in the work 
of atonement. The moral work of sin-bearing was 
accomplished on the cross, when He endured in 
His soul what God was against sin in the three 
hours of darkness, when God forsook Him. Hence 
the Lord's cry on the cross, "My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? " Psa. 22. 

But the death of Christ was also necessary. 
In His death He laid down that life in which He had 
been made sin, thus ending before God and for faith 
the sinful state in which we were. We were in a 
condition of sinful flesh; and Jesus not only suffered 
for our sins, but also by laying down His life ended 
our sinful state by bearing the judgment of death. 

In resurrection Jesus did not take the condition 
of life in which He had been here, a life of "flesh 
and blood." He laid that down in atonement. 
The life of the flesh is in the blood and it is the 
blood that makes atonement, Lev. 17. As the 
scripture before us says, He was quickened "by 
the Spirit." We are brought to God in a risen Christ 
on the ground of His having suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust. 
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A parallel passage in the epistle to the Romans 
may help us still further to realise the wonderful 
place of nearness to which we have been brought. 
Not only is the believer justified on the principle 
of faith and thus stands clear of every charge 
which might otherwise have been brought against 
him in the sight of God, he is also said to have 
access into a position of favour, chap. 5 : 2. He 
stands before God in all the acceptance of a risen 
Christ. Then again we read that we are reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son. Well may the 
apostle add, "We joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ by whom we have now received the 
atonement," or, as it should read, "the reconcilia¬ 
tion." Safety from judgment ; salvation from the 
power of sin and the world ; brought to God in 
favour, reconciled. These blessings should be the 
enjoyed portion of every believer. May both the 
reader and writer enjo3' them increasingly ! 
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"SPIRITS IN PRISON" 
1 PETEB 3:19-22 

RIGHTLY to understand the scripture from which 
the above expression has been taken, it is necessary 
to note the manner in which the apostle uses 
another expression, viz., "the Spirit of Christ." 
We are told in chapter 1:11 that the "Spirit of 
Christ" which was in the prophets of old testified 
beforehand of Christ's sufferings and coming 
glory. Though it was an Abraham or a David, an 
Isaiah or a Jeremiah or a Daniel, it was the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them that spake or pro¬ 
phesied. Moreover, in his second epistle the 
apostle tells us that "holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." It also 
helps to note that in Genesis 6 : 3 we are told that 
God's Spirit would not always strive with man. 

With such scriptures in our minds, it is not diffi¬ 
cult to see that the apostle here refers to Christ 
preaching by His Spirit through Noah in the days 
immediately preceding the flood. The Lord Jesus 
in rising from the dead was, as to His body, 
quickened by the Spirit. By that same 'Spirit He 
had preached in Noah when the longsuffering of 
God waited over a guilty world. God's Spirit was 
then striving with man through the testimony 
rendered by Noah, the preacher of righteousness. 
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THE UNSEEN WORLD—THE SPIRITS IN PRISON. 

The verse we are considering shows the serious¬ 
ness of disobeying a divine testimony whenever 
rendered. Those who disobeyed in Noah's day 
were not only destroyed by the flood, their spirits 
are now in prison awaiting the solemn day when the 
dead shall stand before God. 

It is to be regretted that in the division of verses 
19 and 20 the act of preaching is separated from 
the time when the preaching took place. Christ 
preached by His Spirit through Noah, and the 
disobedience was shown while God's long-suffering 
waited for one hundred and twenty years when 
His Spirit strove with man. 

It has been wrongly supposed that Christ after 
His death went by His Spirit to the prison where 
these spirits are and preached to them there. If 
that were the case, which it is not, it would indeed 
be strange that only those who were disobedient 
in Noah's day had the gospel preached to them 
once again. Why not to all who were there ? 
Let the reader be aware of the delusions of the 
enemy ! No gospel is preached to men after death. 
Men would fain persuade themselves that in spite 
of neglecting the gospel to-day there may yet be 
another chance after death. Awful delusion of the 
enemy! The Lord's teaching in Luke 16 is most 
clear on this point. Speaking to the "rich man'' 
that had died, Abraham says, "Beside all this, 
between us and you is a great gulf fixed : so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; 
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neither can they pass to us that would come from 
thence." Let the reader note the whole of this 
solemn passage. There is no heavenly messenger 
sent to hades. 

WHAT IS AFTER DEATH ? 

For the believer death means but "to depart 
and to be with Christ, which is far better." He is 
"absent from the body, and present with the Lord." 
He falls "asleep in Jesus," awaiting the moment 
when "the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God : and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first ; then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord," 1 Thess. 4 : 16. How 
different the case with the unbeliever. There is no 
second chance after death, as the enemy would 
lead men to assume. An unbeliever dies in his sins ; 
where Christ is he cannot come. The figure the 
Lord uses describes his portion as one of present 
torment ; he awaits the solemn day when all that 
are in their graves shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God and shall come forth, and the dead, small 
and great, shall stand before God, and men shall 
be judged according to their works. 

Let us be perfect^ clear on this important ques¬ 
tion, dear reader. Death means either one of two 
things : "with Christ, which is far better," or to 
die in sins, and to be "in torment" awaiting the 
great judgment day. The future is either "ever with 
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the Lord" in bodies of glory like unto His glorious 
body ; or it must be the "lake of fire," "the second 
death." There is no reason on God's part why 
the latter portion should be ours. No indeed ! 
Christ has given Himself a ransom for all, and God 
desires that all should be saved. But the apostle 
Paul, at the conclusion of one of his gospel addresses 
added, "Behold! ye despisers, and wonder and 
perish." The spirits of those who were disobedient 
in Noah's day are now in prison. How serious for 
those who are disobedient in this day of the gospel ! 

It might reasonably be asked, Why is reference 
only made to the preaching in Noah's day ? Were 
not others disobedient to a gospel preached to 
them, as we read in Hebrews 4 ? The reason, 
I judge, why allusion is made only to Noah's day 
is that the apostle is desirous of emphasising the 
saving effect of the death of Christ, of which our 
baptism is a figure. "Few . . . souls were saved 
by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now save us." That baptism should be 
linked with the remarkable incident of the flood 
and Noah preparing the ark, is full of instruction. 
A few souls were 

SAVED BY WATER. 

Water, a type of death, a figure continued in 
baptism, was the instrument of judgment ; it was 
also the means of salvation. 

What a complete break the flood made. The 
world that then was came under judgment and was 
destroyed, and a few souls were for ever delivered 
from a world marked by violence and corruption, 
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and were brought into a new one fragrant with a 
savour of rest. The death of Christ has made 
possible a like deliverance for the believer morally. 
Just as water removed by judgment the world 
that existed in that day and was equally the means 
of salvation to Noah and his family, so in Christ's 
death the ''end of all flesh" came before God, and 
the world as a system was judged, and by that 
same death the believer is delivered, saved. The 
resurrection of Christ has begun a new day ; it 
has opened up a new world, and the effect of this 
should be "newness of life" for the believer. 
Moreover, Jesus suffered for our sins and was put 
to death in the flesh, but rose again, having for 
ever settled the sin question. In baptism we accept 
this way of salvation, not only from the world 
but from our sins, with which we had previously 
been identified. Our baptism was not a mere 
ceremonial cleansing, the '"putting away of the 
filth of the Mesh." It gives us a good conscience 
through Jesus' resurrection. He bore our sins and 
is now in resurrection, a witness that all was settled 
by His sufferings and death. He sits at the right 
hand of God, His work finished. What peace this 
knowledge gives to the conscience. Christ's resur¬ 
rection is the blessed proof that all our sins are 
gone. In baptism we take our place as identified with 
Christ's death and are to walk here in "newness of 
life" in the light of Christ's present place as risen. 
We have been brought to God with good consciences, 
free from our sins and delivered from the world. 
May all of us increasingly enjoy our happy portion! 
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"THE REST OP HIS TIME" 
1 PETER 4:1-5 

WHATEVER may have been our past, whatever 
our present, "the rest" of our time remains, how¬ 
ever brief it may be, and may be spent to the will 
of God. The apostle by this brief sentence appeals 
to us all. 

As we look back over the "time past" of our life, 
some of us may have many regrets, others may be 
filled with shame, yet others are filled with a sense 
of mercy—would that all might be ! But— 

'' Time past is gone, 
Thou canst not it recall." 

A solemn word, indeed ! What an immense mercy 
that God yet holds out to us "the rest" of our time. 

Our lives are thus simply divided into two parts ; 
the "time past" and "the rest" of our time. We 
stand at this moment at the dividing line. What¬ 
ever our past, there is no reason why from this 
moment onwards we may not be for God and with 
God and God with us. This is a great mercy, indeed. 
There is no position in which any of us may be 
found but we can call upon God, and if we take 
our right place in sincerity, God will hear us. He 
delights to deliver men out of their distresses, as 
Psalm 107 so sweetly shows. 

The time past of our life, whatever it was, is 
gone and is irrecoverable ; we cannot recall it. 
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But whatever the failure therein, repentance and a 
confession of our failure and sin—a confession of 
the doing of our own wills—enables God to show 
us afresh the meaning of the cross, the death of 
Christ, as the answer to it all. And when once 
faced with God, though ever humbled by the 
remembrance of our failure, we may regard our 
"past" as morally behind the cross—the cross has 
removed it. We see not our failure but the love 
that put it away ; we are no longer engaged with our 
sin but with Him whose cross for ever removed it. 

We have yet the "rest" of our time. Happy 
privilege ! Solemn responsibility ! Sacred trust! 

What are we going to do with it ? 
* * * * 

It is the believer's privilege to present his body 
to God as a living sacrifice—an intelligent service 
—and, in God's esteem, holy and acceptable. 
What a joy to turn to God in response to all He 
has done for us and give something to Him which 
He is pleased to receive and to regard as holy. Of 
course we know that this can only be because Christ 
has died and not only put our sins away, but 
removed from before God's eye all that we were 
by nature as of Adam's sinful race. We are entitled 
to regard ourselves as having died in Christ's death 
and as alive to God in Him risen. We are thus able 
to yield ourselves to God as alive from the dead, 
and our members as instruments of righteousness. 
If we do so we have a definite promise that sin 
shall not have dominion over us, for the rich sup¬ 
plies of grace will support us in such a path. The 
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apostle Paul explains this subject to us in his 
epistle to the Romans, see chap. 6, 7, 8, and 12. 

The exhortation of the apostle Peter is here on 
very similar lines. Christ has once suffered for 
sins, suffered in the flesh, suffered the Just for us 
the unjust ones to bring us to God. What suffering 
was indeed His upon the cross that we might be 
delivered from our sins and brought to God ! 

If He suffered for us to this end, we are to arm 
ourselves with the same mind, and suffer. The 
flesh in us finds gratification in sin ; it is sinful 
flesh. Our lives will either be in sin for the gratifica¬ 
tion of the flesh, or we must be prepared to suffer, 
that is as far as the flesh is concerned, for it is still 
in us, and cease from sin, and our lives thus be for 
the will of God. 

What a very practical question this is ! It 
presents itself to us every moment of our lives. 
Are we going to take forethought, to make pro¬ 
vision for the flesh, to consider how we may best 
please ourselves ? Or are we going to suffer and 
be here for the will of God ? Depend upon it, we 
cannot do both. 

"Across the will of nature 
Leads on the path of God ; 

Not where the flesh delighteth, 
The feet of Jesus trod." 

The fact of suffering in the flesh, however, does 
not mean that there are no joys in such a path. 
Indeed, no path is such a happy one. This may seem 
a contradiction ; but it is a fact. Look at the 
apostle Paul a prisoner before king Agrippa. He 
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is the happiest man in that remarkable assembly, 
and would desire that all there were like himself. 
Listen again to his words from the prison as he 
writes to the Philippians : "Rejoice in the Lord 
alway : and again 1 say, Rejoice." Yes, the 
apostle Peter would reply, "Joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." And, if we may so say, the exiled 
John would add, "These things I write unto you 
that your joy may be full." 

The pathway of the will of God is the only really 
happy path. Of course, there are pleasures of sin. 
But the gratification of the flesh, of self, is never so 
sweet as the path of devotedness to Christ, if it 
does mean suffering in the flesh. 

"The rest of his time." We may not have long 
to go. Are we going to miss the precious privilege 
of living to the will of God ? Are we going to 
gratify self or to suffer in the flesh ? The more 
definite our path is for Christ the happier we shall 
be. Could we foresee that the fulfilment of our 
own wills could bring us the equal in happiness as 
doing the will of God ? Impossible. The enemy 
would say so ; the flesh will plead its own cause ; 
but nothing can be so good, so perfect, so acceptable 
as the will of God. And then when time has gone, 
and the world has passed away, "He that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever." 
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SUFFERING AND GLORY 

1 PETER 4 : 12-19 

AFTER speaking of some very practical matters 
in chapter 4 :7-11 , the apostle again refers to his 
distinctive, theme, the sufferings of Christ and 
coming glory. 

How important, however, are those practical 
questions : sobriety, prayer, love, hospitality, 
stewardship, speaking, serving. The object in all 
must be that God be glorified. 

The careless frivolity of the world is not to mark 
the believer. Final and eternal issues are before 
his mind ; sobriety is becoming. Who could be 
frivolous if he realised the solemnity of eternal 
realities ? The very man of the world in whose 
company we are may be in eternity to-morrow ; 
we ourselves also. We must be sober ; the end of 
all things is at hand. 

Then there is prayer. We are to watch unto 
prayer. We may well do so. WThat need there is 
for prayer, both privately and together with our 
fellow believers, our brethren. Never was prayer 
more needed. 

And love, fervent love. Above everything else, 
this is necessary. Love that will seek to screen 
another, rather than expose him ; a love that will 
be concerned to remove a sin and thus cover i t ; a 
love that will sorrow if the sin has to be exposed. 
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Hospitality is next mentioned, and with it 
stewardship. We are to act like God. How boun¬ 
tiful is His hand. As we have received, let us 
minister. The reader will notice that the way we 
show hospitality is the point. There is to be large-
heartedness in our acts, no murmuring as to others. 
"Speaking" here, I judge, is in regard of divine 
things, ministry. In our measure we are to speak 
with authority, taking pattern from Christ, who 
spoke with authority and not as the scribes. 
Faith gives certainty. " I believed, and therefore 
have I spoken ; we also believe, and therefore 
speak, knowing, etc." The indefiniteness of human 
speculation is not to mark us. If we cannot speak 
with definiteness, let us be silent. This does not 
rule out the happy spirit of inquiry. There is 
much we all need to learn. We do not speak as 
"oracles of God" when asking questions; we 
inquire. We may surely speak thus about many 
things, as others in an earlier day "spake often 
one to another" ; but this is a different matter. 

Ministry in like manner is to be according to the 
ability which God gives. 

How simple yet searching are these exhortations ! 
How entirely self is shut out ! 

SUFFERING AND GLORY. 

The apostle Peter's distinctive themes are the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that shall follow. 

God was allowing trial to come upon His people 
in the days when Peter wrote. It must have been 
no small test for a Jew to have become a follower 
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of Jesus, to have left the Jewish system of earthly 
religion and national hopes and to have embraced 
that which was spiritual and heavenly in its charac¬ 
ter. And trial or persecution was doubtless one 
of the ways that God would use to help them. 

What a colour is imparted to these trials and 
sufferings as we learn that they are Christ's suffer¬ 
ings. We are to rejoice if we so suffer, for suffering 
is to be followed by glory. 

Especially those of us who are young need this 
word of encouragement. How many a secret 
disciple would become a bold confessor of Christ 
if he only realised the honour of being reproached 
for the name of Christ. It is not always that we 
have to suffer violent persecution to-day. To some 
the Lord gives this honour. But to many the path 
is but one of reproach. The curl of the lip, the 
laugh of scorn, ridicule being thrown on us, and 
other forms of reproach, sometimes keep a timid 
young believer from making a stand for Christ. 
Yet what an honour is ours if we do -stand for Him. 
"The spirit of glory and of God" rests upon us, 
as thus we identify ourselves with the name of 
Christ, and are reproached for so doing. We may 
well rejoice if we thus suffer. His glory is soon 
to be revealed. What a day that will be ! The 
brazen altar of suffering will be publicly clothed 
with the purple robe of glory then. To-day the 
purple is hidden, standing for Christ means suffering. 
But we treasure in our hearts the fact that Christ 
is soon to reign. Our conduct must show that we 
are going to refuse anything contrary to Christ, 
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and to suffer in order to maintain what He suffered 
to establish. Just as the strong badger skin covered 
and protected the purple cloth, which was spread 
over the altar, as it was carried through the 
wilderness, so a definite course of adherence to 
what is of and for Christ should mark our conduct, 
giving us a place of reproach here, a place that was 
Christ's as the heavenly stranger, and rejected, 
suffering King. But if so we shall be sharers in 
Christ's coming glory. The altar and the purple 
go together : no cross, no crown. 

Again the apostle warns us lest our conduct be 
such that it brings suffering upon us as evil doers. 
This is a very practical question. God does not 
wish us to suffer for evil. But if we do evil we have 
to suffer for it. Suppose, for instance, I am negli¬ 
gent in my daily work, do it in a slovenly way, 
or am disrespectful to my superiors, I may lose my 
situation, and have to suffer for evil doing. More 
serious still if I act dishonestly. Evil brings 
suffering. But such suffering ought not to be ours. 
But if we suffer as Christians we need not be 
ashamed. We may well be ashamed if we have 
done evil and have to suffer. Only mercy can help 
us then. But we can always turn to God. David 
could when fleeing from Absalom, see Psa. 4. There 
is no position in which we may be found but we 
can turn to God. God delights in mercy. But if 
we suffer as Christians we need not be ashamed. 
God was using these trials as a disciplinary judg-
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ment on His people ; judgment was beginning at 
the house of God. 

This statement brings before us a very important 
principle of God's ways. Judgment begins at the 
house of God. It began at the ancient men in the 
days of Ezekiel, chap. 9. It begins at the house of 
God to-day. It will do so in the future. Christen¬ 
dom—the professing church—will bo judged first, 
the world will be judged afterwards. So long as 
Israel maintained a measure of testimony to God 
He waited, though the world as a whole was 
idolatrous. But when Israel failed, God had to 
judge them. The judgment began at the house of 
God. But if God began to judge, though Israel 
came under His judgment first, the nations around 
had also to be judged. 

The greater our privileges, the greater our re¬ 
sponsibilities. Christendom will have a far more 
severe judgment than heathens. 

Judgment begins at the house of God—and if 
first there, the ungodly and sinners most certainly 
will be judged too. 

Suffering according to the will of God is to be 
our privilege. We may trust God if such is our lot. 
He is & faithful Creator. 
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"THE FLOCK OF GOD" 
1 PETER 5 : 1-7 

THERE are four ways in which the flock is spoken 
of in the New Testament. Matthew refers to the 
"scattered flock." God's earthly people, Israel, had 
refused Christ, their Messiah ; therefore God set 
them aside and their Messiah should be smitten. 
But if the Messiah be smitten, the flock itself 
must be scattered in God's governmental ways. 
The Lord, however, gathered a remnant together 
in Galilee, as we may see in Matthew 26 : 31 and 
28 : 7, 10. 

Luke speaks of the "little flock." In keeping 
with the general teaching of that evangelist, who 
closely follows Paul in his doctrine, and whose 
companion he so often was, Luke draws our atten¬ 
tion to the fact that what has the approval of 
heaven is usually of little account here, and is 
marked, indeed, by outward smallness. Jesus had 
a manger for His lowly cot; He had nowhere to 
lay His head ; He was rejected. His followers are 
the "little flock." 

John tells us of "one flock" and one Shepherd. 
Not only of Jews was this flock to be composed ; 
Gentiles, who were not of the Jewish fold, should 
also be gathered and there should be one flock 
(not "fold," as in the A.V.) and one Shepherd. 

Peter, in the epistle we are considering, uses 
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the expression "flock of God." Israel had been 
Jehovah's flock in Old Testament days, as Ezekiel 
34 says, "ye my flock." Jehovah had been the 
"Shepherd of Israel." The third book of Psalms, 
73-89, thus speaks of Him, yet shows that Israel's 
unfaithfulness had lost them everything, and only 
God's sovereign mercy could and did save the 
situation, Psa. 78. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that Peter should 
refer to believers under this title, for, as we have 
seen, the apostle constantly uses Old Testament 
terms whereby to allude to New Testament people 
and privileges. Indeed, Peter shows how in the 
church there is the continuity of God's ways, 
and that no thought has been allowed to lapse 
through Israel's failure. Whether the inheritance, 
a people, the nation, the house of God or priest¬ 
hood and the sacrificial service, all is maintained 
in the church. Hence the "flock of God" is now 
not Israel, but the church. 

The apostle Paul also speaks of the church as 
the flock, and exhorts the elders or bishops to feed 
the church, over which the Holy Spirit had made 
them overseers, Acts 20. 

Somewhat on the line of Paul's exhortation, the 
apostle Peter in the epistle before us exhorts the 
elders. Peter was himself such—a "fellow elder" 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ. He could 
have alluded to himself as an apostle ; but there 
is often more power if we appeal to others on lines 
of sympathy and love rather than in terms of 
authority, as the apostle Paul so strikingly shows 
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us in his epistle to Philemon, verses 8 and 9. Hence 
Peter exhorts the elders to feed the flock of God, 
being himself an elder and a witness of the suffer¬ 
ings of Christ. 

SHEPHERDS. 

There is, I suppose, no greater need in the church 
to-day than for elders or shepherds—those who 
will feed or shepherd the flock. An elder is not 
exactly a gift, but one who by reason of moral or 
spiritual weight and character has influence. I t 
is not that he claims the place, but has the qualities 
and is an elder. Such are to shepherd the flock. 
We may well covet to possess such qualities and 
to render such service. 

Tt would almost seem that the Spirit of God, 
foreseeing what would so sadly and quickly mark 
the church, warns the elders of coming danger. 
They were not to serve for filthy lucre or base 
gain, nor were they to regard those for whom they 
cared as their possessions ; they were not to lord 
over others, but act as did the Lord Jesus Himself 
and the apostles Paul and Peter, who so closely 
followed their Master, showing by example, " I 
shewed you." May the Lord raise up many 
such shepherds, who, in the spirit of the Good 
Shepherd, will be prepared to lay down their lives 
for the flock. 

Shepherds and elders are not made in a day. If 
we would serve thus we must learn how to do so, 
and begin early. The prophet Ezekiel sorrowfully 
laments over the indifference of those who took 
the place of shepherds. Would not a like lament 
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have to be uttered over the professing shepherds 
to-day ? How searching are the words of Ezekiel 
34 : 5 ! The result in that day was the sheep were 
scattered. Is it not similar in this day ? What need 
there is on all hands for shepherds ! Tt is heart work; 
it means toil ; it involves sacrifice. The Lord gave 
His life for the sheep. What have we done ? 

SUFFERING AND GLOEY. 

It is interesting to see here how once again Peter 
refers to his dominant theme—suffering and glory. 
He was a witness of the sufferings ; he would be a 
partaker of the glory. What an encouragement 
to other shepherds who were taking a similar path. 
An unfading crown would be theirs in a coming 
day. The Chief Shepherd will recognise every act 
done for Him. He knows the difficulties of the 
path ; He understands what sufferings are. Who 
has suffered as He ? His watchful eye has all the 
flock in view and notes the action of every under-
shepherd and knows the need of each sheep and of 
every shepherd in every locality. 

SUBJECTION. 

The apostle also again refers to the spirit of sub¬ 
jection. The younger are counselled to submit to 
the elder, yea, all of us to be subject one to 
another, for God resists the proud and gives grace 
to the humble. 

It is amazing how our hearts dislike the idea of 
subjection. The flesh hates it, for sin is the opposite 
of subjection ; it is lawlessness. Whenever we step 
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out of the path of subj ection we are lawless ; it is sin. 
Such a path, however pleasing to the flesh, is hate¬ 
ful to God, and can yield nothing but sorrow to us. 

There is no being in the universe but, if in right 
relation to God, must be subject. God is supreme ; 
the universe and all in it must be subject. In the 
world to come all will be placed under Christ, in 
subjection to Him. In eternity even the Son will 
be placed (amazing statement !) in subjection to 
Him who placed all in subjection to Him, that GOD 
may be all in all. The assembly is to anticipate 
the moral conditions of the "world to come." 
Those who are not subject to Christ are like 
wandering stars, stars to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever. 

God gives grace to the humble ; this is the 
present. And if God gives grace the path becomes 
easy ; supplies are equal to the demands. In a 
fast-nearing day the path of humility will receive 
its rightful answer ; God will exalt in due time. 
Jesus who humbled Himself and became obedient 
to death, even the death of the cross, has been 
highly exalted. God has thus shown the principle 
of His actions. Suffering is answered by glory, 
humility by exaltation ! 
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"STEDFAST IN THE FAITH" 
1 PETER 5 : 8-14 

THE methods we are to employ in resisting the 
devil, who, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking 
whom he may devour, are not to be those of a 
carnal nature. He uses these methods ; he has 
done so in the past and still does so. Many are 
the martyrs' deaths that bear witness thereto. 
Bonds and imprisonments, the stake and the arena, 
alike have proved the attempts of the roaring lion 
to destroy the faith of the saints of God, and to 
overcome them. But just as the Lord Himself 
overcame the world by refusing its every principle, 
though He was crucified, so many of the saints in 
past days have overcome the enemy and the world 
by the same method, as they will again in the future, 
and doubtless are doing so now in this day. In 
Revelation 12 we read : "And they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony ; and they loved not their lives 
unto the death." Notice, dear reader, "they over¬ 
came him." It might have appeared as though 
the enemy had overcome them ; but the stedfast-
ness of their faith gained the victory. They died 
rather than surrender. What models to us all ! 

THE MANNER OF OUR RESISTANCE 

is not by rebellion against "powers that be," 
however opposed they might be to our faith ; it is 
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not by the sword, for they that take the sword 
shall perish by the sword. We are to be stedfast 
in the faith. This, through grace, will make us 
unconquerable; for, as the apostle John says, "this 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith." 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, are fine 
examples of this stedfastness of faith. They would 
not bow to the golden image. They were prepared 
to suffer, to die, to be cast into the fiery furnace 
rather than yield. They were conquerors. I do not 
mean because God delivered them from the furnace 
of fire ; but because they were prepared to be east 
into it. They loved not their lives unto death. 

"The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour." What more 
naturally terrifying than the roar of the lion ? 
What more calculated to produce fear 1 But faith 
looks to God and knows no fear. If we are stedfast 
in the faith, the enemy in this form is defeated. We 
may have to suffer here ; it may mean loss ; it may 
even mean death. But as the martyrs died, the 
Spirit of God records : "they overcame him . . . 
they loved not their lives unto the death." 

This manner of attack rather resembles that 
of Amalek against Israel.* It is more often the 
enemy's method with the young in the faith. He 
succeeds with the feeble, as did Amalek. Israel 
was faint and weary, and the opposer cut off those 

* This remark is not intended to mean that this is the 
teaching of the type as such. 
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who were rather behind the rest. Such were lacking 
the vigour of faith, Deut. 25 : 17-19. 

Satan, however, sometimes acts as 

AN ANGEL OF LIGHT. 

This is a more deceptive manner of attack. His 
ministers appear as ministers of righteousness. 
There is all the difference possible between a 
"roaring lion" and an "angel of light." In the one 
case it is open and definite opposition—violence ; 
in the other it is by imitation and corruption that 
the enemy seeks to gain his ends. 

If the "roaring lion" is like Amalek's attack, 
the "angel of light" resembles Balaam's in his 
seductive methods. Balaam could not curse 
Israel; that was the "roaring lion." He therefore 
led the people astray by friendly methods and got 
them into false religious associations—idolatry ; 
that was after the manner of the "angel of light." 

In the days described in the message to the 
church at Smyrna in Revelation 2 (which depicts 
the period of pagan persecution), the church was 
attacked by the "roaring lion." But the Lord's 
encouraging words were : "be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life." Many 
of the saints were "stedfast in the faith " and thus 
resisted the devil. They overcame him ; they 
were the victors. 

In the days described in the address to Pergamos 
(which depicts the time when Christianity became 
popular and the Emperor of Rome professed the 
faith), the church was seduced by the proffers of 
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the world's friendship. The enemy soon after¬ 
wards assumed the character of an "angel of light." 
The doctrine of Balaam was held to begin with. 
Danger was ahead. They were dwelling where 
Satan's throne was. Then the doctrine of Balaam 
bore its awful fruit and Jezebel's deadly tactics 
succeeded in the days of Thyatira. Satan as an 
angel of light succeeded when Satan as a roaring 
lion had failed. 

In the western world, generally speaking, the 
angel of light danger is more prevalent and 
greater than that of the roaring lion. But in 
some countries Satan as the roaring lion is still 
walking about seeking whom he may devour ; 
and everywhere, to some extent, this manner 
of opposition exists. 

Very often young believers are attacked by the 
devil as the roaring lion. Ridicule, scoffing, intimi¬ 
dation, and persecution in various sinister forms, if 
not publicly, are used by the enemy who would 
thus endeavour to turn the young believer from his 
faith. We are to resist the devil. If we are stedfast 
in the faith he is powerless. We are not to yield. 

YOUR BEETHREN IN THE WORLD—FELLOWSHIP 

The Jewish believers whom Peter particularly 
addresses, were to be encouraged by the fact that 
their brethren in the world, that is, among the 
Gentiles, were similarly suffering. 

How sweet is companionship when we are 
suffering ! The exiled John should comfort every 
sufferer by his brotherly remark, " I John, who 
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also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ," 
Rev. 1 : 9. 

How comforting to the persecuted blind man, of 
whom we read in John 9, to be found by Jesus 
and to hear from Him about the "one flock" and 
the "one shepherd." There were to be other sheep, 
sheep from among Gentiles. The blind man was 
one whom the Shepherd was leading out from the 
Jewish fold. Persecution might cast the blind 
man out of the synagogue ; his parents may refuse 
to say anything on his behalf ; but Jesus is really 
leading him out of the fold. He with other sheep 
would be "one flock" and none would perish. 
None could take him out of the hands of the good 
Shepherd, nor out of the Father's hands. 

Fellowship or companionship is a great comfort 
to us if we are isolated or suffering. We find hearts 
in sympathy and agreement with our own. The 
Lord intends it should be so with us. 

What an advantage to a young believer, when 
possibly leaving home and beginning a business 
life, to have those with whom he feels he is one. 
They are suffering as he is ; his Lord is theirs ; 
they each have heard the Shepherd's voice, and 
together they follow Him. 

It is in the circle of those who thus follow Christ 
that we may now practically know the joys of 
eternal life. In the world we shall have tribulation ; 
but we are to be of good cheer, for the Lord has 
overcome the world, and if we are stedfast in the 
faith we shall also do so. In the circle of fellow-
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ship we may find a circle of life ; the world is a 
region of death. 

The God of all grace has called us to His eternal 
glory. For the present, suffering is the portion 
of the believer. God may even use this means to 
stablish us. The stablishing, strengthening, and 
settling us—making us perfect—all go on now. 
Vessels are being prepared for glory in circum¬ 
stances of suffering. The bright brass vessels for 
Solomon's temple were made in the clay ground 
in the plain of Jordan, 1 Kings 7 : 45, 46. 

* * * * 

CONCLUSION OF FIRST EPISTLE. 

The apostle concludes his epistle by saying that 
he had written of the true grace of God in which 
we stand. What grace, indeed, it is ! From this 
brief epistle we learn that we are elect according 
to God's foreknowledge ; that we are sanctified 
by the Spirit ; that we have an inheritance in 
heaven reserved for us who are kept by God's 
power ; that we are redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ ; that we arc being built up a 
spiritual house and are a holy priesthood ; that 
we are God's holy nation and a peculiar people, 
and are therefore called to be strangers and pil¬ 
grims here, to exhibit the meekness and patience 
of Christ in scenes of suffering, awaiting God's 
eternal glory to which He has called us. 

Peter's first epistle shows us how the natural and 
earthly blessings of Israel had been superseded and 
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thus set aside by the spiritual and heavenly bless¬ 
ings of Christianity ; Christ's rejection and exalta¬ 
tion having altered everything for faith—faith 
which is tested by present suffering and trial, and 
which will find its answer in a coming kingdom 
and glory. 

"A ROARING LION" AND " A N ANGEL 

OF LIGHT" 

A roaring lion, fierce and bold, 
In anger left his den— 

The ancient serpent, known of old 
The enemy of men !— 

He went about his prey to seek, 
And thus the faith destroy ; 

To take and persecute the meek, 
He would all means employ. 

But look ! with stedfast faith they stand, 
His methods are in vain ; 

For God supports them by His hand, 
And they the vict'ry gain ! 

"They overcame him,"—blessed word ! 
They love not life, they die ! 

Their Saviour died', but rose, is Lord, 
"The victory's theirs," we cry. 

Still roars the lion fierce and bold, 
Seeking to catch his prey ; 

His methods violent as of old, 
Heartless and cruel his way. 
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We need not fear, whate'er his power, 
Death shall his vict'ry end ; 

God shall stand by us in that hour, 
And shall deliv'rance send. 

We can resist, be conq'rors, die ! 
Let us not yield to sin ; 

"Vict'ry is ours through Christ," we cry, 
Stedfast in faith we win. 

Another danger now exists, 
For prophets now teach lies. 

''Corrupt whoever may resist," 
The ancient serpent cries. 

An angel as it were of light, 
"Deceiver," as of yore : 

His ministers as if of right, 
We well may dread the more ! 

Simplicity in Christ will stand, 
Nought else will bear the strain ; 

With faith in Him, the stedfast band 
Will still the vict'ry gain ! 
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"GIVE DILIGENCE" 
2 PETER 1:1-11 

IN an epistle that so solemnly describes the un¬ 
faithfulness of man, as Peter's second epistle most 
certainly does, it is exceedingly fortifying to have 
brought before us at its beginning a statement 
regarding the faithfulness of God ; for this is the 
force of the term "righteousness of God" in 
2 Peter 1:1. God is true ; there is no unrighteous¬ 
ness with Him—no failure to keep His promises 
or fulfil His word. We owe our precious faith to 
His righteousness. 

In a particular way this fact had reference to 
Jewish believers. God had not cast away His 
people, Rom. 9. Their unfaithfulness, their un¬ 
righteousness, had well deserved that He should 
have done so, and nationally for the time they 
were cut off from the place of blessing and testi¬ 
mony, Rom. 11. Some of the branches of the olive 
tree had been broken off and branches of the wild 
olive grafted in ; yet God would keep His word in 
spite of all. He was righteous and would fulfil His 
faithful promises. Many who were of Jewish stock 
by nature had received like precious faith with 
the apostle Peter, who wrote to them. The apostle 
Paul and many others were bright examples, 
Rom. 11:1 . 

The mighty operations of divine power had 
blessed these scattered believing Jews. They had 
obtained like precious faith. 
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It is instructive to note that the very greeting 
of the apostle, "Grace and peace be multiplied," 
is definitely linked with a subject of the greatest 
importance—the "knowledge of God.' There are 
two things inseparably connected but distinct, 
which are associated with our blessing. One is the 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 

God has made Himself known. The other is 
His work in us—His divine power. The reader 
will find, if he will but read verse 3, how inseparably 
these two are linked together. There is no blessing 
apart from the knowledge of God. It is the know¬ 
ledge of God that distinguishes the gospel of God 
from all other professed gospels. Man's gospels, 
the popular gospels of the present day, in some 
way or other make much of fallen man, speak of 
him. God's gospel tells us of God. Man's gospel 
may tell us how to better ourselves, to reform our 
fallen condition and improve ourselves—if, indeed, 
the fall is admitted at all. All such gospels, if gospels 
they can be called, are after man and can never raise 
or elevate man above himself. Poor news, indeed, 
to tell a man " without strength"' to do better! But 
God in His gospel, presents Himself. By presenting 
Himself to us, God gives to us an Object infinitely 
above us, morally elevating us and delivering us 
from ourselves and from sin, which held us in 
bondage. Tt is thus that the gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believes. 

Yet apart from God's work in us, there would 
be no response to (he light presented. The Lord 
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was the true light ; yet the light shone in the 
darkness and the darkness comprehended it not. 
But equally is it true that there would be no 
blessing unless God made Himself known. The 
apostle says, "through the knowledge of God." 
Again, "through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us." And again, "in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." These statements present one 
necessity for our blessing. The other is God's work 
in us. Hence the apostle says, "According as his 

DIVINE POWER 

hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness." That is to say, divine power pro¬ 
vides us with all that is necessary for what is truly 
life, life in the knowledge of God, and the ability 
to bring Him to every detail of our daily life here— 
which is godliness. God's work in us is essential, 
otherwise there would be no answer in us to God 
making Himself known. But this divine power 
operates by means of the knowledge of God—of 
Him who has called us by glory and virtue. 

God has told us what He is ; He has also given 
an energy of faith to answer to the light. 

The gospel that calls us tells us of God who, on 
the one hand, has fully expressed Himself in Christ 
and, on the other, has secured all His thoughts in 
Christ as a glorified Man in heaven, and will in a 
coming day bring all into public display. This is 
one side—glory. Virtue is the other side, a courage 
in us, an energy that lays hold of what is so pre¬ 
sented and frees us from what is inconsistent with it. 
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By these means great and precious promises 
had been made the portion of these believing Jews, 
and have been made ours, too, through mercy. 
They had been made partakers of divine nature,* 
and through the knowledge of God had escaped 
the corruption of the world. Such was the portion 
of those who had obtained like precious faith with 
the apostle. Such the portion of the reader, who, 
I trust, has a like precious faith. 

PRECIOUS PROMISES 

are what God gives. Precious faith marks those to 
whom they are given. 

Note how definitely things are presented from 
God's side. We have obtained like precious 
faith through God's faithfulness ; everything is 
given to us regarding life and godliness ; God has 
called us by glory and virtue ; exceeding great 
and precious promises are given to us ; we have 
been made partakers of divine nature and have 
escaped the corruption that is in the world ; and 
(if we add verse 9) we have been purged from our 
old sins. What precious promises, indeed ! What 
divine liberality ! We may well thank God and 

take courage. 
* * * * 

But although such is the case, neither those to 
whom Peter wrote nor we are to be marked by an 
indifferent contentedness. Our path here is one 

* The reader will not confuse this with Deity. The 
believer partakes of what is morally divine through God's 
work in him. As another Scripture speaks of things, he 
is born of God. We never partake in Deity. 
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of difficulty, and, being what we are, diligence is 
needed if we are successfully to reach our goal. All 
is perfectly secure on God's side. We are to see 
that there is evidence of reality on our side. 

Hence the apostle adds, "beside this," or, as 
the passage more correctly reads, "for this very 
reason," there is to be a confirmation on our part. 
We are to give 

DILIGENCE. 

What word more necessary for us all ? 
Our faith must have in it, or added to it, virtue, 

that is courage, a vigour that pursues what it sees 
and embraces it, and sets us free from what is 
inconsistent therewith. This again is to have the 
quality of knowledge therein. The faith and courage 
are to be governed by a true knowledge of God ; 
they are not to be blind and unintelligent, but 
to have an understanding of what is pursued. 
Temperance would imply a self-control. We are 
not to be led away by our former habits, but to 
govern ourselves and regulate all by the faith and 
knowledge we possess. They are to receive an 
answer in a controlled life. Patience, or endurance, 
is also essential. The course must be steadily con¬ 
tinued ; godliness, giving that sanctifying effect 
that the presence of God imparts, the conscience 
being with Him, and the heart desiring Him in 
every detail of life. Next our brotherly relations 
are to be recognised. How sweet is brotherly love ! 
We are to be warm-hearted in affection and manner. 
Love, divine love—that which is distinctively of 
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God is to pervade all, preserving brotherly love 
and all else in holiness, and free from any element 
of deterioration or corruption. Love is of God. 
In brotherly love we are to have love, otherwise 
it might lend itself to partiality, being what we 
are. Love preserves all and would concern itself 
equally with all without partiality. 

These qualities must not be viewed as separate 
elements, but as blended in one. One quality is 
added to, or put into, the other, as we might 
sweeten water by sugar, or preserve things by 
salt. They are not to be apart. Possessing them, 
our knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ will be 
accompanied by activity and fruitfuiness according 
to God. If we lack them, whatever our professed 
faith, we shall be practically blind, lacking spiritual 
perception ; forgetting, too, that we have been 
purged from habits that once marked us, our 
"old sins." How important therefore is diligence. 
Only as this is in exercise shall we have the con¬ 
sciousness of our election. Only thus shall our 
feelings and habits answer to the immensity of 
that grace that has chosen and called us. This 
does not mean that we are to "look inside," so 
to speak, to see if we are the Lord's. No, indeed. 
It means to be so in the enjoyment of what is 
ours that our experiences corroborate that of 
which we already have divinely given assurance. 
As someone when challenged if he were sure he 
was going to heaven replied. I am so happy in 
the love of God that the question never troubles 
me (or words to that effect). Going to heaven, 
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however, is not the question in this passage, but 
an abundant entrance into 

THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. This entrance, while 
literally future, should morally be known now. 
But in Peter's mariner of presenting things faith 
is the part we have now. We await the day of 
glory. An abundant entrance shall be ours in 
that day if the principles of that kingdom are 
morally ours in this day. We have an answer thus 
in our souls to our calling and election. Our calling 
and election become assured to us by our ex¬ 
periences and conduct answering thereto. We are 
conscious of them. 

An "'everlasting kingdom" is one that never 
shall be set aside so that another may be intro¬ 
duced or take its place. 

The various forms of man's use of the power 
once entrusted to him, as seen in the great image 
of Daniel 2—the kingdoms of this world—are all 
to be set aside. The kingdom, symbolised by the 
little stone that fell upon the image and entirely 
destroyed it, and after its destruction filled the 
whole earth, is never to be set aside. It is an ever¬ 
lasting kingdom. 

The glorious day when that kingdom shall be 
displayed is future. But the believer is to anticipate 
his entrance thereinto morally even now ; if he 
does so, he shall have an abundant entrance 
then. The Lord give us diligence so that we may 
have this joy and honour. 
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THE "DAY STAR" AND THE "COMING OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST" 

2 PETER 1 : 16-21 

THE general bearing of the teaching of the apostle 
Peter relates more to the kingdom in its moral 
features now, and in its future display in glory, and 
to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in that 
connection, than to the peculiar hope of the church, 
namely, being caught up to be with Christ before 
coming with Him in glor}', as explained in 1 Thes-
salonians 4 :13 . Hence the reference in this 
chapter to the "Day Star," or "Morning Star," is 
of peculiar interest, being exceptional. 

A deep impression had been made on the apostle's 
soul by his experiences on the mount of Trans¬ 
figuration. Being an eye-witness of the Lord's 
own majesty, hearing the voice from the excellent 
glory, being personally present at that which be¬ 
tokened the power and coming of the Lord Jesus, 
were experiences of no ordinary kind. It has 
often been remarked that the circumstances and 
teaching of Matthew 16 give a character to Peter's 
first epistle ; those of Matthew 17 mark his second 
epistle. 

The apostle is concerned that those to whom he 
wrote should always have before them the matters 
so pressing on his heart ; not only while ho lived 
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but after his decease. This desire led him to write 
of that which burdened his spirit. Matters were 
not to be left to oral instruction, to tradition, but 
to be preserved in an unchangeable and certain 
form by writing. We may well thank God for the 
Scriptures. They are an unerring standard by 
which we may constantly guard against the irre¬ 
gularities of human thought, and check the teaching 
of even the most devout. "To the law and to the 
testimony : if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them." 

The happenings on the mount of Transfiguration 
were significant of the power and coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Himself told 
His disciples this when He was about to take 
the selected three to view His transfiguration. 
"Verily," the Lord said, " I say unto you, There 
be some standing here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom." Matt. 16 : 28. 

The features the apostle particularly emphasises 
are :— 

They were eye-witnesses of His majesty. But 
this majesty is set before us in two parts. (1) The 
Lord received honour and glory ; and (2) a voice 
came from the excellent glory. 

There was a majesty, a glory, belonging to the 
One who was known as Jesus, which they witnessed. 
The gospel of Matthew tells us that the Lord's 
face shone as the sun. The glorious Person who 
was thus transfigured is to be the Centre of God's 
world of bliss. As Man He is to be supreme there. 
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What power, what glory and light, what influence 
like that of the sun ? Such is the symbol God used 
to set forth Christ's place in His kingdom. The 
gospel of Mark draws attention to the Lord's 
raiment. No fuller on earth could white them. 
The Lord's character—if we may so speak where 
every moral excellence was in perfection—His every 
detail in outward life, the expression of what He 
was, could not be "whitened." No spot, or soil, 
or mark of evil was there. His raiment was such 
that no fuller on earth could white them. Luke, 
in keeping with the general bearing of his gospel, 
remarks on the countenance of Jesus. What a 
bearing, what an expression of grace there was in 
Jesus! On the '' Mount "all this was seen outwardly. 
Christ received honour and glory. What may now 
be discerned by faith, and was so discerned by 
those who believed on Him when He was here in 
lowliness, will soon publicly be displayed in honour 
and glory. The world to come will display the 
majesty of Him who in that day as Man will be 
supreme. He will be the "Sun of Righteousness," 
the Centre and Light of that glorious "Day." The 
world to come will also show forth publicly the 
traits of God's perfect Servant, and express in 
power that grace that ever belongs to Jesus. 

But while receiving honour and glory, another 
glory belonging to the Lord as Man is disclosed ; 
a voice is heard from the "excellent glory." The 
Lord's relationship to the Father and the Father's 
pleasure in Him are now proclaimed, "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye 
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him." All "honour and glory" received a colour 
from this further and blessed declaration. 

What an influence there will be when He rules 
all as the Son ! What service when the Son serves ! 
What grace when expressed in such a Person ! 
But it is the Father's pleasure to which attention 
is drawn here: "in whom I am well pleased." 
Whatever honour and glory, that which was uttered 
by the excellent glory tells of something still more 
blessed—the Lord's relationship as Man here with 
the Father, and the Father's pleasure in Him. 

The apostle then adds a peculiarly sweet fact : 
"when we were with him." In such a scene there 
are those who are "with him." 

In Luke's gospel, Moses and Elias are spoken 
of as "two men" who were with Him and who 
spoke of His decease. Wonderful pattern of our 
place and enjoyment when "with Christ" in glory ! 
His sufferings shall be an eternal theme of wonder 
and worship. 

But another joy shall also be ours. While "with 
him" we shall hear the Father's voice, so to speak. 
We shall have a sense of who the Lord is and of 
the Father's pleasure in Him. 

The "holy mount" tells of the power and coming 
of the Lord Jesus, emphasising the glory of that 
blessed day. The prophetic word is thus made sure. 

Many a prophet had foretold the glories of the 
coming kingdom, and we do well to take heed to 
the light they afford us in this dark world. But 
something more has now come to pass. Peter 
tells us what confirms their testimony. The "Morn-
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ing Star" has arisen in our hearts. That is to say, 
believers should now know the Lord thus. We 
know Christ as the One who shall presently come 
and take us to Himself, ere we return with Him in 
glory. He has thus arisen in our hearts. We see 
the day dawn when we know Christ in this manner. 
We know the "Day" is coming since the "Day 
Star" has arisen. The "Day" will have come when 
the "Sun of Righteousness" arises with healing in 
His wings. But we are already in the secret of its 
near approach, since the harbinger of the Day is 
known to us. 

The Lord is coming first to take us to Himself ; 
He is already known thus to our hearts. Afterwards 
He will return with us in power and glory and claim 
His kingdom as the "Sun of Righteousness." Far 
from making us neglect what God has told us in 
prophecy, we do well to take heed to what the 
"holy men of God" spake, knowing that they 
did so as moved by the Holy Spirit. Scripture is 
one ; no passage is isolated ; none of private in¬ 
terpretation ; since God is its Source and the Holy 
Spirit the divine Person who controlled the other¬ 
wise erring hand of the writers, Christ being the 
subject of all. 
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DAYS OF DEPARTURE. FALSE 
TEACHERS 

2 PETER 2 

IN a very definite manner Peter's second epistle 
brings before us days of apostasy—departure from 
the faith ; the second chapter referring to those 
who are false teachers, the third speaking of scoffers. 
The first class of persons is found within the circle 
of professed Christianity. The second, scoffers, 
openly oppose. There had been false prophets of 
old. Unhappily they would find their counterpart 
in the Christian dispensation, for false teachers 
would arise. 

In such circumstances it is a comfort to know 
what is told us in verse 9, namely, that the Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta¬ 
tion ; as it is equally solemnising to learn that He 
reserves the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be punished. 

Two instances are cited in proof of this principle 
that marks the ways of God : (1) God judged the 
angels that sinned, and He destroyed the world of 
the ungodly by the flood ; but He delivered Noah. 
(2) He overthrew Sodom and Gomorrha ; but He 
delivered just Lot. Scripture cannot be broken. 

One of the gains of the knowledge of Scripture 
is that we learn the principles that mark God's 
ways with men. The comfort of the Scriptures 
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invigorates hope. Victor by divine deliverance 
is assured to the righteous ; judgment must come 
upon evil. What a comfort to know that Lot was 
delivered. A ehristless and apostate Christendom 
hastens on to its end of judgment, when it will bo 
cast into great tribulation ; but the Lord will 
keep His own from the hour of trial that will come 
upon the earth, Rev. 3 : 10. " I cannot do any¬ 
thing till thou be come thither," the angel said to 
Lot. God was faithful, however inconsistent Lot's 
position had become. 

One of the most serious features accompanying 
these false teachers is that, in spite of denying the 
Lord that bought them, many follow their ways. 
The move is popular, and the evil is such in charac¬ 
ter that discredit is cast upon the way of truth. 
Such is the public position of shame in the profes¬ 
sion of Christianity. May we be humbled by it ! 

Though the chapter before us gives a dark 
picture and one sad to a degree, it is a suj>port to 
faith to realise that God knew, and has told us, 
what would come to pass. We need not be sur¬ 
prised by the awful inroads of evil, or by the deadly 
doctrines now taught in nominal Christian circles. 
The Lord has told us that such things would take 
place. Feigned words deceive the hearts of the 
simple. May all be on their guard. It is more 
necessary now than ever to be established in the 
foundations of our faith. The epistle of Jude tells 
us earnestly to contend for the faith. To do so 
we must know what the faith is. Scripture is the 
unerring standard whereby we must judge of 
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everything. It matters not how old or how now an 
idea is that may be before us ; the test of it is 
Scripture. " I t is written" must determine the 
issue and finally decide the question. May we all 
constantly turn to our Bibles. May we fully follow 
up the doctrine, and act in accordance therewith. 
This may mean that those with whom we can 
walk in the bonds of practical fellowship will be 
few ; for popularity marks false teachers. Many 
follow their pernicious ways. But the testimony 
is bound up among disciples, and a disciple is one 
who is taught, who learns and follows. 

The allusion to Balaam may well challenge the 
heart of every one who takes the place of a servant. 
Balaam, a professed servant of Jehovah, was 
hired by the enemy to curse the people of God ! 
He "loved the wages of unrighteousness." We 
must not be deceived by his own statements 
faithfully recorded by the Spirit of God in Num¬ 
bers 23. Ho may state that he could only say 
what God would bid him. God would see to that ! 
This verse in 2 Peter 2 unveils Balaam's heart. 
He "loved the wages of unrighteousness." His 
wickedness became more evident when liis own 
teaching was made known, see Rev. 2:14. 

In Jude we read that these false teachers run 
greedily after the error of Balaam for reward. 
Let every servant ask himself if he is in any 
way allowing this principle to govern him. 
"Money" may not be the only reward offered by 
the enemy. Money will catch some ; popularity, 
reputation, or fame will allure others. The 
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apostle Paul says, "if I yet pleased men, I should 
not bo the servant of Christ." Let each ask 
himself : Whose approval am I seeking ? What 
objective is governing me in my service ? 

The last clause of verse 20 reminds us of the 
solemn words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 
12 : 43-45. The Lord referred to Israel there. 
Cleansed from idolatry, yet not turning in heart to 
God, their house, so to speak, was empty and 
swept of the outward corruption of idolatry but 
garnished with what was but religious formality. 
Their end would be worse than their original 
condition. A sevenfold corruption would mark 
them. Incredible as it may seem, idolatry in its 
worst forms will yet mark that unhappy people, 
the Jews, when one who will "come in his own 
name" will deceive them and claim from them the 
homage due to God alone—sitting in the temple 
of God showing himself to be God. 

A similar history is to be that of professing 
Christianity. Delivered from the corruptions of 
the world, as a sow washed from filth, the false 
teachers will lead their unhappy followers back to 
the world and its corruption, and their latter end 
will be worse than their beginning. 

It is sobering to learn that those who through a 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus have been delivered 
from the world can be led back again into its 
principles, practices and pollutions. The washed 
sow returns to its mire ; the dog to its own vomit. 

Note, dear reader, that it is a sow that returns 
to its mire, a dog to his vomit. It is the nature of 
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the creature so to do. A sow and a sheep are vastly 
different from each other, both in fact and in 
what they typify. A sow is an unclean animal; 
and the figure here employed simply means that 
whatever temporary and outward change may 
have taken place, the return was only natural. It 
is as natural for the mere professor of Christianity, 
who has never had any real conversion, or work 
of God in his soul, to go back to the world and its 
pollutions, as it is for a sow to go back to her mire. 
Whatever washing she may have had, her nature 
and propensities remained the same. 

When the Lord speaks of His own, He uses the 
figure of sheep, sec John 10. It would not be 
natural for a sheep to wallow in the mire. A sheep 
would bleat pitifully were it to get into the mire. 
So with a real believer in the Lord Jesus. If he 
gets away in his soul, and for a time is in the mire 
of this world's evil, he is really unhappy, though 
there are pleasures of sin, for to be in such con¬ 
ditions is contrary to his renewed nature. 

Our chapter refers to false prophets who even 
deny the Lord that bought them, who are, alas, 
found in Christian circles. But however outwardly 
changed they may appear, as a sow looks different 
when she has been washed, their real inclinations 
and tastes find answer in a world which they have 
professedly left, but to which they are glad to 
return. Do not lot us follow them ! 
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"THE LAST DAYS, AND THE DAY 
OF GOD." 

2 I'KTEK i 

A GREATER contrast could scarcely be presented 
to us than what is found in this chapter of 2 Peter. 
The dark days of apostasy and bold ridicule of 
unbelief are set before us on the one hand, and a 
new heaven, and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, are foretold on the other. There will 
be no infidelity and no scoffers in that sinless day. 

The false teachers of chapter 2 and scoffers of 
chapter 3 must not bo classed together as if they 
were the same kind of persons. A false teacher 
professes to give the truth of Clod ; he does not 
tell us that he is a false teacher, any more than 
false prophets of old proclaimed that they were 
such. This fact makes the character of their 
opposition to the truth the more subtle. Scoffers, 
however, openly ridicule or oppose the truth. 
They take their stand as such. Both false teachers 
and scolTers abound to-day. Superstition and 
modernism give scope to the false teacher ; in¬ 
fidels in their more blatant forms and indifferent 
pleasure seekers have many scoffers in their ranks. 
They walk after their own desires, Scripture says, 
and are willingly ignorant of the truth—a very 
solemn thing ! 

"Do ye not therefore err," the Lord said to the 
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infidels in His day, the Saddueees, "because ye 
know not the scriptures, neither the power of 
God ? " Mark 12 : 24. The same question might 
well be asked to-day. Nothing is so ignorant as 
infidelity. Cleverness may go along with positive 
ignorance both of the Scriptures and of the power 
of God. 

To protect ourselves against the incipient stages 
of the foul spiritual disease we, dear reader, must 
not be ignorant of Scripture. Hence the apostle 
here says, "That ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour: Knowing this first," etc., v. 2, 3. 
Again, "But, beloved, be not ignorant," v. 8. We 
must pay attention to Scripture. We must read 
it and believe it. To do so is the best preventive 
and the best cure for infidelity. "God said, Let 
there be light: and there was light." The poor 
Gentiles were alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that was in them, Kph. 4. 

What then is the answer to the taunt of the 
scoffer, "Where is the promise of his coming ? " 
We should be able to answer words of truth to 
them that send to us. The Lord gives the explana¬ 
tion here. He is not willing that any should 
perish ; He is waiting in long-suffering, desiring 
that all should come to repentance. 

It is exceedingly affecting to find such an answer 
to the scoffer's ridicule. God desires his blessing ; 
He waits to be gracious. God is not slack, but is 
showing to the fullest extent His long-suffering ; 
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giving every opportunity for the repentance of 
even the scoffer. 

But the day of the Lord will come. Though "Our 
God in patience lingers still," the day of salvation, 
the accepted time, is to end ; and a day of judg¬ 
ment is to follow. 

The expression "day of the Lord," is very wide 
in its bearing. I t will be that which will bring to 
an abrupt end the day of man's impious and 
vaunted progress. "When they shall say, Peace 
and safety ; then sudden destruction oometh," 
1 Thess. 5. But whereas that moment shall end 
the present world system, and the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, see Rev. 11 : 15, yet this act 
will not complete the results of the day of the 
Lord. Every trace of evil is to be removed ; the 
very scene of it must go, whether heaven or earth. 

The "old world," that is, the world before the 
flood, was destroyed by water ; this world is to be 
destroyed by fire. Through "the word of God," the 
destruction of the world that then was took place. 
By that same word the present heavens and earth 
arc reserved for lire. 

By the comparison of this scripture, v. 7, with 
Revelation 20 : 1-12, we may learn that, after 
the Lord has reigned a thousand years on this 
earth, where He was once rejected, He will allow 
the enemy again to tempt man, who will become 
his ready tool. The enemy will lead him to rebel; 
but God closes all in judgment, and time ends. 
Thereafter a "great white throne" will be set, 
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and heaven and earth, will flee away, " be dissolved'" 
as here stated, consumed by fire, the elements 
melting with fervent heat. The day of judgment 
of ungodly men will be at this same time, see 
2 Pet. 3 :7 and Rev. 20: 11, 12. 

The Son of Man will thus finally deal with evil. 
It is seen to go to its own place, Rev. 20, before 
the new heavens and new earth are referred to in 
chapter 21. Fire is employed to remove all trace 
of evil. The Lord as the One who remains—"the 
Same"—will carry over into the new conditions 
what is according to God, having folded up like a 
vesture the present heaven and earth, Psa. 102 : 
25 to end. 

The "day" in view of which all this is accom¬ 
plished, is called the "day of God." Not only is 
man as a morally responsible creature dealt with, 
but creation itself, as far as we know it in its 
present form, is removed. The day of God is 
beyond all dispensations ; it is when God shall 
be all in all. We are to account that the long-
suffering of our God is salvation. 

Knowing these things should have a definite 
effect upon us. We may turn to and trust that 
mighty God who disposes of the whole creation as 
He pleases ! Our lives should be godly lives. We 
should bring God into our affairs. Though so in¬ 
finitely great, a sparrow does not fall without Him, 
and He numbers the very hairs of our head. 

It is very interesting to note Peter'a reference 
to "'our beloved brother Paul." The unlearned 
wrested what he had written, as they did the 



"other scriptures" ; thus Peter places Paul's 
writings on the hoi}' level of inspiration. 

May we ever grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour. It is the positive knowledge of 
truth that preserves us. Our growth in grace will 
largely depend upon our knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. What an Object He is 
for the heart ! What an endless theme—an eternal 
theme of wonder and joy to the mind ! 

Peter's second epistle tells us of days of de¬ 
parture and apostasy, as do Jude and 2 Timothy ; 
but in contrast with such evil and confusion, the 
glory and kingdom of our Lord Jesus are brought 
before us, and a new heaven and a new earth 
promised wherein righteousness shall dwell. 

All taint of sin shall be removed, 
All evil done away, 

And we shall dwell with God's Beloved 
Through God's eternal day. 
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