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FOREWORD. 

HF you were lost in some dark mine, and utterly unable 
11 to find your way out, would you not be electrified to 
see a light approaching, and find it was a friend with the 
glad news that the cage had come dow!) near by, and that 
it would take you up at once to light and liberty, if you 
would but step into it? 

Or if, in despair, you were going down in a sinking ship, 
and a cry was raised, the lifeboat! the lifeboat! and you 
saw her come alongside, what joy would thrill your soul 
to be invited to take your place, and be rowed to shore I 
Or if, on a bed of hopeless sickness, a skilled physician, a 
specialist of your very disease, entered your room, with a 
remedy in his hand, which he guaranteed would cure you 
without fail, with what alacrity would you take some at 
once? 

Or if, again, you were_ in a condemned cell, awaiting the 
hour of execution, and a king's messenger arrived with-the 
�elcome news that, if you would but confess your guilt, 
the king would pardon you and set you free, would you 
not be foolish to neglect such an offer, and not rather be 
overjoyed to accept it at that very _moment? 

Dear reader, you are probably not in da�ger in any of 
these ways, and yet a worse danger threatens you. 

You are, in danger of being lost etern?lly. 
You are suffering from a· deadly disease called sin; you 

are "guilty ,before God," you are lost and helpless. 
This book is a messenger of deliverance, for it tells of 

One Who has come from heaven� expressly "to seek and 
to save that �hich was lost," "to give His life a ransom for 
many," to "shed His blood for the remission of sins." 

It tells, too, of many who have believed to the saving of 
their soul, and its message to you at this moment is,

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved';! 

w.·HosTE. 



GOD IS LOVE. 

The love of God to sinful men,.

Surpasses human thought, 
The giving of His only Son, 

His greatest wonder wrought. 

Though of - the -world by sin undone, 
I claim· His gift as mine, 

Believing on the Son of God, 
I have the life Divine. 

And now my daily work I find 
In telling of · that love, 

And pointing others to the way 
. That leads to h�aven above. 

. I 



COMPILER'S NOTE. 

DEAR READER FRIEND, 

This little book is sent forth with my heart's desire, that 
it will find its way into many homes, and be perused by 
many readers. 

Its contents are from the pen of many writers, whose 
writings have been a means of blessing to many who had 
been in doubt and darkness regarding their soul's salvation, 
but are NOW rejoicing in the knowledge of their sins for
given and in possession of eternal life. 

That this same blessing may be YOUR happy portion is 
my earnest prayer. 

Sincerely yours, 

CHARLOTTE M'ELHERAN. 



The (juiJe Heavenward. 
NOTHING TO DO BUT TAKE IT. 

T
HE gr�atest astonishment of my life was the discove·ry

vvhile reading God's word, that ETERNAL LIFE 
is a free gift, given by God, and not a reward to be earned 
by me for good works and attendance ·on religious duty. I 
was brought up religiously, and. taught from my earliest 
y�ars that the way to holiness her·e and to heaven hereafter, 
is by works of righteousness and deeds of charity. We 
read ··the Bible daily, and were very seldom absent from 
our pew on Sundays, but I confess to my shame that I 
never had a thought of examining the Word of God for 
myself, or inquiring how I,. as a sinner before· God, could 

_ be justified and made fit for heaven. We took it for 
granted that what was taught by those whom we considered 
competent advisers, in spiritual things was right, and that 
it· was by their means chiefly, if not wholly, that our salva-
tion was · to be· ensured. · · 

Self-satisfied· and easy, my years passed by, and I passed 
on to an Eternity of which I knew nothing. But the 
cns1s came. An illness which was thought might prove 
fatal, brought me to think of ·God, and in my soul-troul)le, 
I turned to the Bible. I had heard others read it, but I 
had never read it · for myself. As I read, the conviction 
grew up.on me· that I had been entirely mislead in thinking 1
I was a Christian, and more still in believing that any 

· works or religion of mine could atone for sin, qr bring
me into favour with God. And the greatest astonishment
of an· was to learn, as I did from the New Testam�nt, that
"the grace of God brings salvation" (Tit. 2 .. 10) t� m�n,,.
not their merits and that ETERNAL LIFE 1s God s gift,
.and not a rew�rd for obedience. "For· by grace are ye
saved through faith; and. that not of yourselv�s; IT IS
THE GIFT OF GOD; not of works, lest any man should
boast" (Eph. 2. 8-9).
· When I learned this, and that there was nothing to do

but tq take it, my darkness p�ssed away. ! saw that God
was the Giver and I the receiver. Ther� 1s no Glory, no

B 
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credit tq me. I simply take what God gives, even 
ETERNAL LIFE. 

"Neither is there SALVATION in any other : for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be SAVED" (Acts 4. 12). 

CHRIST-THE SINNER'S SURETY. 

D
R. THOMAS CHALMERS, after he was converted,

in giving his testimony to the Person and Work of 
Christ as the procuring cause of the sinner's salvation, 
say$-"Let me here record my experience, that of all the 
Bible truths taken together, there is none which tells more 
pleasurably or more power£ ully upon me, than the work of 
Christ in the room of sinners, as their Substitute and 
Surety." And here are the words in which this great, this 
saving truth is set forth-"He was wounded for our trans-

. gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastise
ment of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes 
we are healed" (Isa. 53. 5). Do you personally put in your 
claim there, reader? Do you appropriate these words con
cerning yourself? Do you say, "He was wounded for my 
transgressions : He was bruised for my iniquities : with His 
stripes I am healed?" This is appropriating faith. This 
is putting in your personal claim. That you have ·a right 
to do so is unquestioned. That you are invited to do so 
is sure. It was for sinners that the Surety died. · Here is 
the evidence in the words of God, "While we were yet 
SINNERS, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5. 8). This is yo-itr 
title; none can wrest it from you. The man who owned 
himself the "chief" of sinners (1 Tim. 1. 15), put in his 
claim and was not ref used. And this is how he did it. 
He claimed for himself personally, individually, as if there 
had not been another sinner in the world but himself, the 
Person and work of Christ, and said, "Who loved 1ne and 
gave Himself. for me" (Gal. 2. 20). Have yoii thus ap
propriated the Son of God? Have you claimed Him as 
your own and your only Saviour( If not, why not do so 
now? "Behold NOW is the day of salvation." 



' 

r 

1 1 "Give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure." -2 Peter 1 . 1 0. 

SAVED UNDER GRANDFATHER'S ROOF. 

O
NE night, sitting by the window in my grandfather's

. house, I said : "How can anyone be saved and sure 
of . it here, grandfather?" His face beamed with joy, and 
he answered-"I'll have great delight in telling you that, 
Annie, for it is to me the beist news on earth." Then he 
opened the large Bible, put on his spectacles, and read verse 
after verse telling of God's love and Jesus' death, and how 
sinners are saved by the finished work of Christ. Very 
softly and slowly he read Isaiah 53., repeating the words 
"He· was wounded for our transgressions," adding, "MY 
transgressions; YOUR transgressions, Annie." I had never 
heard it put in that way be£ ore. It made the death of 
Jesus, just for ME, FOR MY SINS. A new light came into 
my thoughts, and I can scarce describe how happy I began 
to be. It was all so simple, all so beautiful. I did not say 
much that night, but when I got to my room I knelt and 
thanked God for the. first time in my life that Jesus died 
for me. It was the hour of my salvation I have no doubt, 
for I had heard and be.lieved the good news. I had my 
doubts af tcr that, and through twenty years of Christian 
life, my failings, but this one grand reality has never been 
lost sight of-...-Christ died for sinners (Rom. 5. 8), th.ere
£ ore for me, and through His death I have Ii£ e eternal 
(John 6. 37). . I received it that nighf under grandfather's 
roof, when a girl of eighteen, I h�ve it now, and I shall 
dwell with Christ in endless life in glory, because HE DIED

·. ;r;'OR ME ..

DR. DIXON'S THREE-FOLD TESTIMONY. 

D
EAR Friend,-I have been saved from sin, am certain

of my salvation, and am joyful of it. May I have 
the privilege of telling you ho·w it was done, and express 
the hope that you may be led to a. similar experience? 

1. The Scripture which led me to accept Christ as my
personal Saviour from all sin was Acts 16. 31. "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." I 
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could not feel as I wished, but regardless ·of feeling, I 
accepted J esu� Christ as "the Lamb of G�d that. taketh
away the sin of the 'Yorld." · · · · 

2.· The Scripture· which gave me assurance of salvation
was 1 John S: 13 : "These things have I written unto you 
that believe on the Name of the Son of God,· that ye may 
k1tow that 'J'e have eternal life." I saw from. this verse 
that my knowledge of the fact that I am: saved does not 

· dept...nd upon f <.elings, �ut ·upon the faithfu)ness of God as
express\:d in the promises ·of Scripture. He says that if I
will ac�ept the Lord Jesus Christ as my Sin-bearer I am
saved.· I do accept.Him ;·and, therefore ·I know that I am

saved, -for God cannot lie.
3. The Scripture which gave me the secret· of a joyful

life is Philippians 4. 4 : "Rejoice in the Lord �lway��,- If
I rejoic� in the Lord, I can rejoice· all the time, for. He 
never changes, and is, therefore, -my unchangeable source

· of joy. Vile wculd like. you to share with us · t.his salvation,
this assurance of salvation, and this joy of salvation. :"Now

is, the accepted tinJe.'' · · · · · 

.THE PRICE OF OUR SALVATION. 
.. . . . 

0MANY years ago," writes a ge·ntleman,. "one quiet
.· summer morning, I was standing in the private

chapel of Keble College, -Oxford, enjoying for the hun
dredth time, H9lman Runt's wonderful picture,· 'The Light 
of the World.' · · · 

"Suddenly the silence was invaded by the inrush of a 
crowd of tourists anxious to race through the colleges and 
willing to spare two minutes to see the famous picture. 
The guide, a man with -a particula�ly stride�t voice, was 
evidently well stored with. information, and gave a com
pressed, hasty explanation of the painting, ending in a tone 
of awed respect with the words, 'And the original. of this 
picture was sold for £5000.' . 

'!This was too much for me, so I stepped forward and 
said quietly, 'Ladies and gentlemen, may I say that the true 
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Original of this picture was sold for thirty pieces of silver?' 
There was a· moment's silence, and then all passed out 
without another word, but it may be th.at_ some echo of 
earth's darkest sin and Heaven's brightest proof of love 
lingered in the mind of some one in the group." 

Yes, it is true that Judas betrayed the Lord Jesus to 
His· enemies for thirty pieces of silver. That was all .the 
High Priests thought He was worth. 

But how much did He think, my reader, you were worth, 
or rather, your salvation? He gave ·His own precious Ii£ e-. 
In the tenth chapter of John He tells tis that no man could 
take His life from Him, but He gave it freely "in order 
th�t He might be able to redeem us. No higher price could 
possibly have been paid. 

Let_ me ask in turn, "How much is the salvation He 
offers worth to you?" Some folks think it worth -so little 
that they pass it by and die without it. What a terrible 
loss it will be to them for all eternity. 

We plead with you again to accept the salvation He 
purchased for you··with His own blood. Oh do not despise 
it, for you will 'never enter Heaven unless your sins have 
been washed away in that precious blood; and we long to 
meet-:-you· there.-H. C. H. 

THE BEST NEWS THIS WORLD HAS HEARD. 

T
HE best news this world has ever heard, or ever will

hear is, that God has provided a Saviour for sinners. 
There is nothing equal to this in the whole realm of in
formation which circulates throughout the nations of man
kind. Other news is only for Time: this is for Eternity. 
All else co·ncerns the passing show called life, but this 
prepares for death, and provides for all that lies beyond 
it Yes, the Gospel is the greatest message men will ever 
hear. It tells of blessings brought and gifts bestowed on 
those who deserve them not. It tells that God has loved 
His enemies (Rom. 5. 8. 9), that for th�m He has given 
His own and only Son as a sacrifice and a Saviour. Its
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message is that "Christ died for our sins" ( 1 Cor. 15. 4), 
that "He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities" (Isa. 53. 6), that by His death sin, as a 
barrier between the sinner and His God, has been "put 
away" (Heb. 9. 26) : that peace has been made "by the 
blood of His Cross" ( Col. 1. 20), that Divine claims have 
all been met, and -that in virtue of the death of Christ 
"for our offences," and. His resurrection "for our justifica
tion" (Rom .. 4. 24, 25), God now proclaims ".forgiveness 
of sins" to all, and "all that believe are justified from all 
things" (Acts 13. 39). This is surely good news. The 
wonder is, that everybody does not at once believe it and 
be saved. Some do, and whatever others say they have
and enjoy the salvation it brings.. There is no ·reas�n why 
the reader should not be one of them. The message is to 
all, and the salvation it brings is to "whosoever believeth"
(John 3. 16). Surely this is good ·news, worthy of being 
believed implicitly-and immediately received from God 
who cannot lie. 

A GOOD TITLE. 

S
EATED by the bedside of a dying woman, I ventured to

ask if she was at peace .with God, and if her prospect 
for eternity was sure and clear. I shall never forget 
her answer. It was this: "Thanks be to God, "I have a 
title without a flaw, and a prospect without a cloud. My 
title is the perfect work of Christ, and my prospect is the 
eternal glory with Christ." I could only add-"Praise the 
Lord; you are a happy woman." It is of the first import
ance reader, that you have a good title to the presence of 
God. You know that through sin you have forfeited Ii£ e, 
and that the wages of sin is death. You have no title to 
dwell with God in His holy heaven on the ground of l;iuman 
righteousness. If you reckon on being adn1itted on that 
plea, you will find out your mistake. The finished work of 
Christ, His atoning death on Calvary, by which He put 
away sin, met.all the claims of a· holy God, and fully n1agni- · 
fied His righteousness, is the only title upon which a sinner 
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can meet with God now, or dwell with Him herea'fter. Can 
you say to-day, like that dying woman, that you have a 
"title without a flaw?" and is your "prospect without a 
cloud?" Do you know your sins forgiven, your judgment 
past, your share with Christ in glory sure? Do not rest so 
long as you have a doubt as to these_. They are matters of 
eternal value, with which you Il_lay not, must not trifle. 

There is a possibility of being sure of these things, sure 
as the Word of the eternal God can make you. Thousands 
of men and wo1nen in this world know they are saved, 
know they are Christ's, and you may be saved and know it 
also. There is no hindrance on God's part. The door is 
open to all : the invitation is to "whosoever. will," and the 
�estimony of the Son of God is-"By Me, if any man 
enter in, he .shall he saved" (John 10. 9). 

ARE YOU SAVED? 

D
URING the first visit of Henry Moorhouse, the well

known English evangelist, to America he was the 
guest of a cultivated and wealthy gentlem·an who was 
greatly blessed by the simple testimony it was his privilege 
to hear. This gentleman had a daughter just advancing 
into womanhood, and looking forward with bright anticipa
tion to a gay and worldly Ii£�. One day she entered the 
library and found the evangelist poring over his Bible. 
Begging pardon for the intrusion, she was about to retire, 
when he looked up, and said in his quiet and tender way, 
"Are you saved?" She could only reply, "No, Mr. Moor
house, I am not." Then came another question, "Would 
you like to be saved " She thought of all 'that is meant by 
salvation, and of all that is meant by the lack of salvation, 
and frankly-answered, "Yes, I wish I were a sincere Christ
ian." Then came the third question, asked very solemnly, 
"Are you willing to be saved NOW?" Under this searching 
thrust her head drooped, and she began to look into her 
heart. On the one hand ·her youth, her brilliant prospects, 
her father's wealth and position in society, made the world 
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peculiarly attractive; and on the other hand stood the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who must then and there be received or re
jected. No wonder the struggle was severe; but as the 
realities of Eternity swept before her vision, she calmly, 
resolutely said, "Yes, I want to be saved NOW.'·' 

The supreme moment in her history was reached, and the 
evangelist was led by the Holy Spirit to guide her wisely. 
He asked her to kneel with him and read aloud the 53rd 
of Isaiah. This she did in tones tremulous ahd broken by 
sobs. "Read it again," said Henry, "and whenever you find 
'we, our, us,' put in '/, my, me.' Read it as' if you were 
pouring out your own h�art be£ ore God." The weeping 

· girl again read, "He is despised and rejected •of men; a.
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief ; and I hid as

it were MY face from Him; He was despised, and I es
teemed Him not. Surely He bath borne MY griefs, and
carried MY sorrows ; yet I did esteem Him stricke!_l, smitten
of God, and afflicted." Here she hrok� down completely ·
as the thought of her personal relation to the Lord Jesus
in His sufferings for the first time flashed like lightning
into her mind. But, wiping away her blinding tears, she
read on: "He wa� wounded for MY transgressions, ;He
was bruised for MY iniquities; the chastisement of MY
peace was upon H,im, and with His stripes I am healed.
I, like a sheep, have gone astray; I have turned to MY
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him all MY iniquities."

SAVED AT SEVENTY-FIVE. 

"I LIVED seventy-five l_ong years in the dark, ·without
knowing myself a lost sinner, or that I had to be born 

again. Wasn't that· extraordinary? I sometimes wonder 
how it was possible for me to have lived so long without 
someone speaking to me plainly about my salvation. But 
there was little said about these things in our part of the 
country. I never heard of anyone being ·converted in our

parish. - Everybody was religious and went to church on 
Sunday, but that was all. The minister told us to 'be good, 
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live· honestly, say our prayers, and hope in God's mercy.' 
When anyone died; he said next Sunday that they had gon_e 
'to a better country,' and prayed that we might all so live, 
that we might be. 'worthy of life everlasting.' And so we 
did our best, and the time sped on. The first time I re
member being led to think was, when a dear grandchild 
was living with me for a few days. She was singing a 
hymn one afternoon out in the garden, as I sat knitting at 
the door, and the words were :-

It is finished, yes .indeed, finished every jot; 

Sinner, this is all you need, tell me is it not? 

These wonderful words I .could not forget, and often 
won�ered what they meant. I was anxious to know more 
about it, but had no one to tell me. But God who loved 
me, and gave His Son to die for me, did not leave me to 
die in darkness. One day a lady knocked at the door and 
asked if she might leave a tract about God's salvation. I 
gladly received the tract _aµd asked if she would come in. 
She did come in, and after a few minutes rest, she asked 
if I knew the Saviour. · Of course I said 'Yes.' 'Then you 
will ·be saved,' she said. To this I made no reply, and I 
suppose she saw I knew nothing about it. She said, 're
ligion. never took anyone to heaven, and never will. It must 
be Christ.' She left me a book, and departed. I never saw 
· her again. But God blessed her words, and especially the
book she gave me. I- read it through again and again each
time more anxious to be saved. It was on a Sunday after
noon while sitting all alone reading, that I saw God's way
of salvation was not by working, nor by trying, __ but by
trusting in Christ alone. I did trust Him, and He saved me,
bless His Name. I was seventy-five, and I will praise Him
for all eternity for it." . R�ader, do you know that religion
will never take you to heaven? You must be born again,
made a new creature in Christ, or you will never see God's
kingdom. Religion does not save. Jesus will.
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A WARNING notice stands beside the railway near a 
country hamlet- in England : 

LOOK UP AND DOWN 
THE LINE 

BEFORE YOU CROSS! 

As I read the words, I thought of the soul's crossing into 
eternity. 

How well it is to look back and to. look forward be£ ore 
passing out of time into the great For Ever. 

Is all right behind? Is the- great sin question settled? 
Are my manifold transgressions and my mighty sins blotted 
out by the blood of Jesus? Can I rejoice in knowing that 
my sins and iniquities are remembered no more ? 

Is all right ahead? Is eternity to be one of blessing, or 
is it to be everlasting judgment? 

"Look before YOU cross." 

BOAST NOT THYSELF OF TO-MORROW. 

SO the wise man tells us in Proverbs 27. 1, and the neces
sity for such counsel is before us from day to day. 

"I'll do it to-morrow," said a busy merchant tq his brother, 
as he left the warehouse stro�g and well, hastening to join 
some friends at golf, and leaving on his desk a contract 
unfinished. To-morrow found him in eternity. "I'll see 
you to-morrow," said a y9ung artisan to his comrade, who 
had been speaking to him on the great question of his per
sonal salvation, but poor fellow, the following morning, 
before he had been an hour in the yard, he was a corpse. 
His "to-morrow" was in Eternity. 

There are strong men and healthy women, fellow-towns
men, and those with whom we come in daily contact, being 
hurried into the eternal world. Without a moment's warn
ing, ushered into the presence of their God, as. they are, 
many of them utterly godless, and unprepared. They meant 
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to be different some day, but that day never came. Reader, 
do not put off the day of your conversion. You may never 
see to-morrow's light. Seize the present opportunity. To
day is yours, to-morrow may not be. Christ and His great 
salvation may be yours to-day. 

A GOLD RUSH! 

F
IFTY years ago� a startling gold-rush was witnessed in

a most unexpected place,-the centre of the City of 
Melbourne. A number ot men were seen running towards 
a corner in one of the principal streets where a crowd was 
gathering. The news spread with amazing rapidity. In a

few minutes the crush was intense; men were f arcing their 
way through the crowd in desperation ! What does it 
mean? It is a rush for Gold on the City Bank! 

A notice stated that gold would be given in exchange for 
"Notes" for a short while only! Hence : men with frantic 
determination· were endeavouring to reach the Bank with 
their Notes before the door would CLOSE ! They BE
LIEVED the .statement made by the Bank, and their action 
was the proof of it. They didn't say : "we shall wait till 
to-morrow," or wait until the crowd would disperse; no, 
THE PRESENT MOMEN-T WAS THEIR OPPOR
TUNITY· to ·make sure of the Gold that perisheth. 

Now in regard to Salvation, God says : "Now is the 
accepted time, behold, NOW is the day of Salvation."· 
The door of gr2.ce is open TO-DAY, and the Lord's word 
is, ."BY ME, if any man enter in he SHALL be SAVED." 
(John 10. 9). ·But there is no promise of it being so for 
ever. "The· acceptable year of the Lord," is to be followed 
by "the day of vengeance of our God" (Isa. 61. 2), and the 
open door of mercy will be succeeded by the closed door of
just retribution. · 

Dear Reader, there is not an hour, riot a moment to spare. 
"Do not tarry,_ do not trifle. Do_n't put off your soul's
salvation till the last hour. Leave 1t not until your death
bed;_ you may never have a death-bed. Leave it not until 
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you get more time; you may never get more time. Leave 
it not until ·you get old; you may never get old. Leave it 
not until the Spirit strives more powerfully; He may never 
strive again. Leave it not until to-morrow; you may never

see to-morrow." 

Come sinner, come; the time is :flying, 
Come while you may, for men are dying; 
Death reaps it's sheaves on every hand, 
The old, the young, on sea, on land. 

Eternity is drawing nigh, 
Eternity is drawing nigh. 

THE GOLD MINER'S TESTIMONY. 

A
T �n evangelistic meeting held in a c�nvas tent on our

village green I heard an old man, with sunburnt face 
arid grey hairs, give the fallowing testimony which left a 
deep impression on all who heard it :-"I would like to 
tell you in a .few .simple words, dear people, that 1 have 
found within the last few months, -the secret of true -happi.:. 
ness and peace. In my youth I was a reckless man, without 
God. In middle age I went to the goldfields of South 
Africa, to seek my fortune there. I found the gold had 
not the satisfaction my soul sought after. I was discon
tented, always seeking more, never able to rest. I found 
that gold, nor anything it could buy, could give me· the 
peace I sought. In camp and city I sought for true happi
ness but found it not. At length, wearied of the vain effort, 
I returned to the land of my birth. My only brother had 
been converted to God during my absence, and I was not 
long. in his company until -he told me that he had peace with 
God and was a happy man. He was poor, only· a day 
)abourer, yet I envied his lot. He had what I lacked. I 
could see it in his life, and felt its influence in his home. 
I was too proud to ask him how he came into the secret he 
possessed, in fact, I tried to appear in�ifferent to the whole 
thing, although , I was in misery. One day we were out 
together in the· fi�ld, and George, my brother, told me he 

r 
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was converted . by believing the Gospel. I said that I had
· "alway� believed it," to which my brother replied, '<Oh, yes,
Walter; as ·a doctrine, but you've got to make it your own,

· ju.st as ·a .thirsty man drinks at the well." That was an
entirely. new view of the Gospel to me. I had never made

. it my own in that way .. l' was thirsty enough, and as my 
br.o�her shewed me from God's Word that I had nothing 
to do,. nothing. to give, b).lt only to "take the water of life." 
(Rev. 22. 17) as .God's free gift, my eyes were opened and 
� simply "dy;ank" of the flowing stream. I ·can say by the 
gr�ce of. God I am saved and satisfied in Christ. I have ·found -in Him what _the- gold of Africa failed to giv_e me
-i:-�st and �atisfaction. Reader, are they yours? Can you
�ay that you are in possession of the blessings of Salvation,
peace and rest? You will never fin,d them in the· world.
They are only to be found "in Christ J e�us," and the soul
reposing. in.Him is in joyful possession of them now.
· ,;.:· PER�ONAL APPROPRIATION OF CHRIST.

. . 

. w�EN David Livingstone, the "Piecer" l_ad of Blantyre 
. . on the Clydeside, was · at home preparing.for .his life 

work in Africa, he became convinced of his need of Christ 
as his personal Saviour, and havi1_1g been brought _up ·in a 
home in which the Bible was read and its truths received 
in reverence,. he learned the doctrine pf the Gospel -and,. as 
he_ says, .had no difficulty in understa�ding there was a "fr:ee 
salvation" for all through the atonement made by Chnst 

. on. the Cross. But he goes on to tell that it was in the 
. year 1_833,_. when he was a lad of twenty, that he first c<:me 

to see and feel the necessity and value of a personal applica
tion of that atonement to his own case .. It was evidently 
at this time before he set out on. his life work as a 

. pione�r missionary to Africa, that he �1ade this personal 
appropriation of Christ to "his own ca�e," �nd so_. became a 
joyful possessor of· God's �reat s:1lvation,. 1n which he re
joiced. all the years of his active service amongst _the
millions of the great unexplored fields of Central Afnca. 
It is this "personal appropriation of Christ" that so many 
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lack, who seem to know the theory of the Gospel well.

They assent to the truth that Christ is "the only Saviour." 
They admit that of themselves they can "do nothing." 
They speak and sing of the Lord Jesus as "our Saviour." 
But if you put it to them straight, "Are you saved!" they 
halt and hesitate, and give an evasive answer; some, "I hope 
so," others "None can be sure," and such like. But when 
the sinner appropriates the Saviour, "making a personal ap
plication," as Livingston put it, of the truth of the Gospel, 
and, like Paul, confessing a personal faith in "the Son of 
God who loved ME and gave Himself for ME" (Gal. 2. 20), 
there is no need to doubt or deny" being saved, for the Word 
of God, which cannot lie, declares, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16. 31). It is 
not presumption to believe God. 

THE MOST WONDERFUL THING IN THE WORLD. 

W
HILE looking at some books in a book shop

,. 
I came

across one entitled "Ten Thousand Wonderful 
Things." I turned to the index to see if the salvation of 
the sinner had been includ�d 1n the list, but I found that 
this had been overlooked by the author. 

And yet the salvation of the sinner is the most wonderful 
thing in. the world, and in comparison with it every other 
wonder fades into insignificance. It is a mighty miracle 
of grace, that fills the hearts of the angels of God ·with 
joyful astonishment. 

Yet such wonders are taking place every day, for God 
is finding Hi.s highest delight in saving guilty sinners from 
their sins and the hell that their sins deserve, and bringing 
them to His heart of love and His home of joy. 

Men may think very little about this marvellous grace, 
but the fact remains, and God is offering this great salvation 
to all, and if to all, then to you. 

This statement may startle you somewhat, but I will 
repeat it: There is salvation even for you, and more, you 
may be saved now. 

To a world of sinners God is now proclaiming the for-
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giveness of sins through the Lord Jesus Christ. If you 
would be saved-to Him you must turn. Through faith· in 
Him you may be justified from all things. You may be 
saved from eternal hell, and have a certain hope of heaven 
for ever. 

y OU need not be afraid of turning to Christ. y OU may 
be very sin£ ul, but His blood cleanse th from all sin; and 
why should it not cleanse you? You may have wandered 
far away� but God is finding His highest .joy m throwing 
the arms of eternal love around returning prodigals; and 
why should He not embrace you? 

. . . . . . 

Heaven will be filled with those who nchly deserve to 
be lost for ever, but every one amongst all those shining 
hosts shall own with deepest gratitude that they could not 
have reached that glorious place, apart from God's great 
salvation. 

You may be with that saved company, ·for God offers 
salvation to you. And His salvation is free. For He is
far too· rich to sell, and you are far too poor to buy. 

The Gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.-Rom. 6. 23. 

HIS "PRODIGAL''" DAUGHTER: 
The Story of a Bigoted Father's Conversion. 

"YOU have disgraced your father's good name,· and 
. tuq1ed from the religion of your parents. If you 

continue in the way you have chosen, I must cease to 
recognise you as my daughter, and regard you as a pro
digal!" The words were spoken with strong feeling, and 
not without bitterness, by a father to his only daughter . 

. The cause of this severe accusation was not a lapse of 
moral rectitude, nor any neglect of home duty or parental 
authority, but simply because she, by_ the grace of God, h:i,d
been brought to Jesus Christ to receive and rely upon 1{1m

as her Saviour, and to confess Him as her Lord (Rom. 10. 
9). She. h�d been b�ought up as a Rf tualist and e_ducated 
for the world. Nothing that she desired was denied her, 
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yet with all that she had she was unhappy. By means of 
the bright testimony of a boarding school coinp�nion in the 
days_ of her girlhood she had been aroused to know some
what_ of her need as a sinner be£ ore God, and although 
much had been done to obliterate these early workings of 
_ th� Spirit of God upon �er, yet there always remained the 
longing· for s01nething she knew she needed and did not 

· possess. In some ·way and by some means .which He de
vised unknown to me� the seeking siriner met t�e seeking

· Saviou·r (Luke 19. 10) a�d she was saved by grace (Eph.
· 2. 8). This gave great offence to her father, and it was
because of this and her withdrawal from worldly society,
that the outburst with which this narrative opens occurred.
_The ."'soft answer" was her 01:1-Iy response, and it had the

· = desired _effect. Her father, in a calmer frame of mind the
same· eveni"rig, took the B"ibie and beg�n ·to read it with the
object of convincing her where she had erred from "the 
religion oJ her parents." As he read on, God opened his 

. eyes to see that he was a sinner in need of a Saviour, and 
that ·the ,only Saviour whom God provided is His beloved 
Son (John 3. · 26},· who came into the world to save sinners 
(l Tim. 1. 15). In .. his anxiety and distress he sought the
counsel of his "prodigal" daughter. After a long struggle,
in which natural pride, and dread of worldly sneers, hindered
his decision and deliverance, he yielded to Christ and con
fessed His Name. For many years he gave a bright testi
mony to the grace of God in his own circle, his daughter
being his co-worker in every good work. Do not allow
ancestral religion to keep you from examining God's·Word.

. . 

A TURNING POINT IN MAN'S ·HISTORY. 
. ' 

lfN the life-history �f every truly ·christian man, there is 
Jl a definite turning-point, which the Word of God calls 
"conversiqn" (Acts_ 15. 3). A work of the Spirit within, 
called the New Birth (John 3 .. 3), is followed by a manifest 
turning of the Spirit-born man to God, to live "no longer 
to himself, but unto Him who died.for him and rose again" 

7 



25 "Give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure."-2 Peter I. I 0. 

(2 Cor. 5. 15), to whom he is now united in a relation 
which cannot be severed. And he is indwelt by the Spirit 
of God who will never cease to strengthen (Eph. 3. 16) and 
empower him to live as becometh a saint of God. There 
is, and must be, this definite turning to God, else there is 
no evidence that the new birth has taken place, and the new 
life been begotten within. And it is a turning "to God," 
and not merely to religion. A man may change his creed 
and alter his church, without having "turned to God." But 
when the Gospel is believed and the Christ of God received 
(John 1. 12), there always follows as a result, a "turning to 
God" to serve Him ( 1 Thess. 1. 9) ; in other words, a 
genuine conversion to Him, to walk in His ways, and adorn 
His doctrine by a life that manifests that "old things have 
passed away and all things have become new" (2 Cor. S. 
17). Nothing less than this is true conversion to God . 

. A man may reform his life without being regenerated. He 
may profess to have "got religion," as people say, and still 
have no conviction of sin before God, no life-link with 
Christ, and no salvation "from the power of Satan" to 
serve God. But when a sinner is brought to think on his 
ways, to own himself "guilty before God" (Rom. 3. 19), 
to cast himself trust£ ully on the Lord Jesus Christ, believing 
on Him, as his own and only Saviour, that man is saved. 
And the evidence of this is seen in him "turning to God." 

THE HAPPY FISHER LADS; 

Or, "By Floods and Flames Surrounded." 

D
URING a wonderful work of grace in the town of

Peterhead, a number of young fishermen were 
brought to the Saviour. It was no unusual thing for a 
good part of the fishing fleet to remain in the little harbour, 
unable to put to sea, so many of their number being either 
in deep anxiety of soul, or if already the Lord's, so busily 
and happily engaged "catching men" for Him, that they 

C 
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f argot, or for a time renounced their daily calling on the 
deep. All this created some stir, not only in the town itself, 
but for miles around, and many tame to "see the Revival,'' 
or to raise the scorner's sneer at the work of God's mighty 
grace. 

Among the bright young converts, were two fisher lads, 
whose parents had turned them out of house and home for 
the Gospel's sake, thinking py this strange means to "drive 
the revival out of them." But they had failed to make. 
their calculations aright, for as you may know, or if you 
do not, God grant you may soon, that when the life of God 
is begotten in a sinner's soul by the Holy Ghost, through 
the Gospel received by faith, that life can nei,ther be annihi
lated nor expel�ed. It comes to stay, and neither the threats 
of men nor the malice of demons can extinguish it. How 
grand to be the possessor of such a life ! How poor and 
µnsatisfying everything of earth is compared with it. 

The two young believers after being threatened and 
scolded, were· turned into the street amid a burst of fiery 
invectives from the angry father, who was no friend of 
the "Revival" although a member of the Church and a 
strict Sabbatarian. Not without a feeling of sadness, that 
their parents should, owing to prejudice and religious in
tolerance, treat them as they had done, for no offence, save 
that of being Christ's and confessing His Name, the two 
lads found themselves on the lone streets at a late hour. 
They walked along toward the calm sea, on which the silent 
stars shed their silvery hght, and standing on the beach, 
they joined in earnest prayer to the God whose dwelling 
is above that starry firmament, that He would reach their 
unsaved parents with the Gospel, and bring them to Christ 
the Saviour. Then having unburdened their hearts in 
prayer, they linked arms, and sang as they walked along 
the shdre. 

By floods and flames surrounded, 
I now my way pursue, 

Nor shall I be confounded, 
With glory in my view. 
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I taste a. heavenly pleasure, 
And �eed not fear a frown, 

Christ is my joy -and treasure, 
My glory ·and my crown. 

When the singing ceased, a voice choking with emotion 
said, "Is that you Jamie and Johnnie?" 

"Yes, mother," was the prompt reply. And in a moment, 
a figure wrapped about with a thick shawl, grasped the two 
outcast lads by the hands, and said, "Come awa hame, your 
faither's greetin', 'cause he put you out." 

The devil sometimes drives his .slaves too fast, and he 
hao fairly overdone it with the angry fisherman that night, 
to his eternal loss too, for the man's extreme action in 
persecuting his own sons for Christ's sake, had been used 
as an arrow from the Spirit of God to arouse conviction 
of sin in his soul, and bring him a humbled sinner to the 
place where God in grace could meet him. It was a wonder
ful · sight, on which angels must have looked with silent 
joy, when on the following evening the two young believers 
led their aged father and mother into the meeting, both 
saved by gra·ce, to confess the Lord Jesus. 

"SOMETHING ELSE THAN A SINNER." 

T
HE biographer of John Campbell of Kingsland says,

that he was kept back from being a joyful possessor 
of God's salvation for J;llany a year, because ·he wanted 
to be saved as "a good man." He also remarks th�t at 
that time he f ou'nd no comfort in the Gospel, except when 
he felt himself to be "something else than a sinner." He 
was amazed to. learn, when visited by a true friend, that 
God's salvation is for "the lost." It is said that the Duke 
of Kent, father of the late Queen Victoria, frequently 
said in the last months of his life, "If I am to be saved, 
it must be as a sinner, and not as a prince." 

A religious lady in high life relating her conversion says 
-"It was my self-righteousness that hindered me, Jor many
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years, from being saved. I knew Christ was the Saviour, 
but I had been taught that I had to prepare myself for 
Him, to make myself a worthy receiver for His pardon." 

In these three typical cases, we see represented a very 
large portion of religious mankind. Some there are who 
expect to o·btain salvation by working themselves out a 
righteousne�s in which they can go to God as "something 

_ el$e than a sinner," expecting that He will compliment 
them, because of their attainments, and give them the for� 
giveness of their sins, with a title to heaven, because they 
h�ve succeeded so well. But this is all a delusion. The 
Word of God has plainly declared that it is for sinners, 
not for saints, that He has provided salvation. It was 
to "save sinners" that Christ Jesus came into the world 
(1 Tim._ 1. 15), and He tells us Himself that it was not the 
"righteous" but "sinners" that He came to "call" (Matt. 
9. 13). Yet many are working and praying and _attending
to r�ligious ceremonies, in the hope of making themselves
"Something else than a sinner," and thus, as they think,
enst,tring their title to a share in God'� salvation. But. it
is all in vain. The salvation of God is for sinners, and they
are invited to come and receive it "just as they are."
Reader, _have you come, and can you honestly, truthfully
say that you are saved? If you are seeking to make your-

. self "something else than a sinner" before you come, bef(?re 
you accept God's free gift (Rom. 6. 23) of eternal life you 
will perish in your disbelief and self-righteousness. Come 
now, come as you are, not as a saint but as a sinner, for it 
is as true no.w as it was long ago. "This Man received?, 
S.inners" (Luke 15 .. 2). "While.- we were yet sinner5i 

Christ 
�ied foi:- us" (Rorn. 5. 6). Doe� that suit y.ou? 

NOT QF WOR�S. 

0 cease from all your useless ·toil, 
You need not work or give; 

God tells you Christ has· done it all, ·· · 
Believe on Him and live. 
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A GREAT MISTAKE DISCOVERED. 

F
. 0:8. over twenty years, I was. misled regarding my own 

condition before God, through a statement made by 
a popular and much-praised preacher whom I went to hear 
preach in my youth. He said there would doubtless be 
"many in heaven, safe at last on the eternal shore, who 
had all their lives lived in doubt and fear regarding their 
personal interest in Ch�ist, and had never known or enjoyed 
the assurance of their salvation." As that sentence fully 
�escribed my condition, I was glad to grasp the teaching 
of this great tn3:n, and to console myself that_ I might 
be one of those saved without knowing it, and be, "all right 
�t last." But what were-the facts of the case? Simply this, 
that I had never been born again, rtever even seen my need 
of it, as a lost sinner in the sight of a holy God. Merci
fully, the plain and faithful testimony of a much-slandered 
man of · God was used to arouse me out of my religious 
sleep, to strip me of my self-righteousness, and to lead 
me to "Jesus Only'� as my Saviour. Then I got the as
surance of salvation from God's Word (John 5. 24), and 
.received the witness of. the Spirit (Rom. 8. 17) that I was 
God's child. I fear there are many deceived as 1 was, by 
the utterly unscriptural doctrine that one may be a child 
of God, a sinner saved by grace; and yet not know it. 
That this doctrine should be preached and held out as a 
"hope" by spiritually blind· men, is not to be wondered at. 
But that any who know the Gospel of God should, in any 
sense or in any measure, assist in the misleading of souls· 
by such teaching, is ·ine:xplicable. Yet it is done, and 
sinners are thereby misled, and hypocrites confirmed in their 
.. hypoc·risy. The· teaching of the Book of God is so plain 
and clear on this matter, none need mistake it. It says, 
"Ye must be born again" (John 3. 7). And of all true 
believers the Word of God says, "Whoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God" (1 John 5. 1). It also 
tells us that "The · Spirit Himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God" (Rom. 8. 17 R.v.). 
How is it with the reader to-day? It is a dangerous thing to 
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expect to be in heaven, apart from being "born again." 
And all who have experienced this great change know it, 
and have the witness of God in them of it (Ro�. 8. 16). 

Soon as my soul I trusted, 
To Jesus Christ the Lord, 

The Holy Spirit entered, 
And I was born of God. 

HOW OLD BETTY LOST HER RELIGION. 
I 

lf N the quaint old �hapel� in which her forefathers had 
Ji worshipped for three generations, Old Betty was the 
most regular attender. Wet and dry, Summer and Winter, 
she was in her pew. The old minister died and was suc
ceeded by a fervent young preacher who knew and· pro
claimed Christ's Gospel, seeking in all his discourses to 
strip his hearers of all their self-righteousness, and- all else 
that might hinder them from owning themselves sinners 
before God, and casting themselves as such upon God's Son, 
as their all-sufficient Saviour.- Some of the members were 
not over well pleased with the new preacher� He was "too .. 
dogmatic" for some, too "narrow-minded" for others, but 
notwithstanding the withdrawal of a few in authority and 
the unsparing criticisms of others who were made to feel 
the sharp edge of the Spirit's sword laying them open be
fore God, the preacher went on preaching the truth that 
strips and the Gospel that saves. One of the first to be con
victed of sin and converted to God was Old -Betty. There 
was great consternation among her fellow-members in the · 
chapel when she told them that she had been a "dead 
formalist for thirty years, hugging her righteousness and 
religion, expecting them to take her to heaven." Jt was 
during one of the "stripping" sermons of . this young 
preacher that she "lost her religion," as she put it, and was 
"led as a guilty sinner to the Lord Jesus." There is a vast 
difference between one "having religion" and being "in 
Christ." Reader, have you discovered this for -yourself? 
Many who have reiigion have no Christ. Make sure you 
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are not one of them. As a sinner you need a Saviour, and 
religion will not do instead. Neither prayers, nor sacra
ments, nor amendment of life can atone for your sins be-
.fore God. You need the blood. 

No works of mine, no merit can I bring, 
No holiness within: 

I only trust the precious blood of Christ; 
It cleanses from all sin. 

NOTHING BUT BLOOD CAN SAVE. 
.. 

T
HE_ blood of Christ, nothing but it, can ever save the

soul. If some foolish Israelite (Exod. 12. 21-23) had 
despised the command of God, and had said, "I will sprinkle 
something else on the door-posts," or "I will adorn the 
lintel with jewels of gold and silver," he must have p•erished; 

· nothing could save his household but the sprinkled blood.
And npw let us all remember that "other foundation can 

no man lay than that is laid, Jesus Christ." My works, my 
·prayers, my tears, cannot save me; the blood, the blood

alone has power to redeem. Sacraments cannot save me.
Nothing but the blood of Jesus has the slightest saving
power.

Oh, you that are trusting in baptism, confirmation, or the
Lord's Supper, nothing but the blood of Jesus can save. I
care not how right the ordinance, how true the form, how
scriptu�al the practice; it is all a variity to you, if you rely
on it to save. God fort>id that I should say a word against
ordinances or against holy things ; but keep them in their
places. If you make them the basis_ of your soul's salva
tion, they are lighter than a shadow. There is not, I repeat
it again, the slightest atom of saving power anywhere but
in the blood of J esu·s. The blood stands out the only rock
.of our salvation. Rest there and be safe.

C. H. SPURGEON.
' 
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D
URING the never-to-be-£ orgotten Revival time of 1859-

60, Duncan Matheson, the Scottish evangelist, with 
several fellow-labourers was preaching the Gospel at Chapel 
of Garioch, Aberdeenshire, not far from the Hill of Ben-
achie. 

God was saving sinners, not only among the openly .un
godly and profane, but more especially among the religious, 
not a few of which had found out that notwithstanding 
their religious profession they needed to be born again. 

A farm& from the foot of Benachie, a Deacon of the 
Parish Kirk too, de_termined he would go and controvert 
the doctrine that he had heard was being preached, namely.,
that a sinner could be saved on the spot and know it then 
and there.· 

Armed to the teeth, the champion of orthodoxy started 
for the meeting to be held in a barn that night, and seated 
himself near the front, where he would have a good chance 
of "heckling" the preacher. He listened attentively to the 
Word, but seemed restless under the solemn warnings and 
pointed appeals which came from the preacher's •tips. The 
Word in the Spirit's power was breaking up his indifference 
and shewing him that his -righteousness; in which he trust�d, 
was but as filthy rags in God's sight (Isa. 64. 5)-not a 
flattering or agreeable find to a religi9us sinner. · At the 
close, Mr. Matheson, as was his· custom, got down among 
the people, and asked the deacon if he was saved. "I am 
waiting God's appointed time for that," was the curt answer. 
"And when do you expect that may come?" asked the 
preacher. "When it pleases God to send me 'Effectual 
Ca11ing'-'Wherein,' as the Catechism says, 'man doth per
suade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ.' " . Such was 
the deacon's creed, a fair sample of what hundreds of. re
ligious folk persuade themselves is the true reason why
they remain unconverted. 

Such fatalism is generally hard to reach, and few •better
knew its deceits or how to meet them better than Duncan
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Matheson. Laying· his hand on the deacon's shoulder, he 
quietly said, "You'll never blame God if you wake i� hell." 
Then he left him and th� Word spoken, to do its own work. 
The angry deacon rose· and left, vowing he would expose 
the "fallacy" of such preaching. But the Word of God 
had got hold of his conscience, and all the way home 
"You'll never blame God if you wake up in Hell,"-"N ow 
is the accepted· time," rang in his ears. He slept none. 
Next day he :was worse: and glad when night came, he went 
a·gain to the meeting, not to put the preacher right or to 
defend his creed, but to hear words whereby he might be 
saved. John 3. 16 was the text-a verse that has brought 
salvation to many a weary soul. Read it slowly through,· 
reader, just now. If you would like to be saved it will 
tell you how. The deacon laying hold of it by faith was 
saved. He did not seek to hide it, for next Sunday he 
stood at the "Kirk Gate" and told to all that would listen, 
that "Go_d had saved the biggest sinner in the parish," and 
would save them also, for "Now is the day of salv;;i.tion.'' 

J. R.

THE WORST MAN IN THE TOWN. 

S
OME time ago, a preacher of the Gospel was much im

pressed by the power of the Gospel· of Jesus Christ 
.to SAVE and transform· men and women from bestial 
degradation to Christ-likeness. "Christ," said he to him
self, musingly, "can save the worst man in the town." And 
as he mused the fire burned. Suddenly he felt a desire to 
find the worst man in the town, and to tell him the good 
news of Christ the great Saviour. 

Putting on his hat and coat, he went out with one desire 
dominating him, and that to find the worst man in the town, 
and to tell him that Jesus was mighty to save. He wended 
his way to the slum parts of hi� city, until, at the co�ner 
of a street, he saw a man lounging, who, to all appearance

1

was the very man he was seeking. Sin was written plainly 
on his face, but beneath, the preacher knew there was the 
possibility of his salvation. He went up to the man, and 
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addressing him said, with a pleasant smile, "I am looking 
for the worst man in the town, because I have GOOD NEWS

for him; can you help me to find him?" 
The man looked up, and then replied, "If you think its 

me, governor, you're mistaken." 
"But," said the preacher again, "I want the worst man 

in the town. I must find him, because I've Goon· NEWS for 
him. Can you help me?" 

"Well," replied. the man gruffly, "there's Bill So-and-so, 
down at such a street. You go down there· to No. -, and 
I should say that's your man. Bill's about the limit, if 
I knows anythink," he added, with a grin. 

Nothing daunted, he went on, until by-and-bye he found 
the street, and number. He knocked. A man came to the 
door. Again he thought he had found his man, but, no, 
he was inf armed that the worst man in the town did not 
reside in that house, and that he must go further afield. · 
Again upon enquiries, he was directed on: The preacher 
continued his quest, and by-and-bye found the street, and 
eventually the house. Again he knocked. A woman came 
to the door. "Excuse me," said the preacher, "but I am 
looking for the worst man in the town. I've good news for 
him. . Can you help me to find him?" 

Before the woman could answer, a voice from within
a man's voice-cried out huskily : ncome in, sir, come· i�. 
If you're looking for the worst man in the town, it's me, 
sure, it's me; and if you have got good news for me tell it 
me quickly. I was just contemplating the river," he con
tinued, "as a way out of my misery. If you hadn't come 
I should have been on my ·way by now. I'm the worst"man, 
right enough. A drunkard, a gambler,. and everything that's 
bad. Sir, I'm down and out. I'm fed up with life, fed up 
with everything, and, sir, if you've good news, let's ha.ve 
it quickly." - · . 

It was then the preacher told the GOOD NEWS of a Saviour 
mighty to save-of One who could lift men an_d wom�n 
from the mire on to a sure foundation. He told of Chnst 
who could save to the uttermost, because of His at<:>ning
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death and resurrection. Then, amid the grime and dirt and
squalor, they knelt down, and the preacher comr;nended
·them to God. By-�nd-bye the tears began to flow, the
stony hearts were broken, and the man, and then the
woman, cried out in the words of the ancient prayer :
"Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner." God was merciful,
and

Heaven came down their· souls to greet, 
And glory crowned the mercy seat. 

The man and his wife were gloriously converted. The
home was_ transformed; their lives transfigured, the bad
was made good. The wilderness blossomed like a rose.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ had saved the worst man in
the t�wn ! By-and-bye the man obtained work, and both

, he and his wife became faithful Christian workers in
another part of the same town ; living witnesses of the
gospel of Christ : "for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one tliat believeth."·

Salvation is the precious boon 
Of love divine to man; 

Salvation is the grand result 
· Of God's redemption plan;

It .finds the sinner far from God,
And brings him very nigh; 

It finds him full of sin and shame, 
And makes- him full of joy. 

"WHAT A BLESSED THING IT IS TO HAVE A 
.SA VI OUR." 

A
SUDDE� sharp pain, ?,nd the late Sir Richard Thorne,

K.C.}3., the eminent scientist, knew, as a physician,
that he had but half an hour or so to live? What could he
do_ in so brief a space?. He might have sent for a clergy
m�n or minister, to pray for him, admini�ter the "Sacr�
ment ·" or · in some way or other help him to make his
peac� with God. But, being ready,_ he �}mply. said, _"What
a blessed thing it is to have a Sav�our, . and in a little he
had passed away, to be for ever with Him he had so long
known, loved, and served.
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The dying exclamation of his beloved friend is often in 
the heart and mind of the writer,. and as often does it iead · 
him to ask himself, "Am I thus prepared at any moment 
to meet the Last Enemy?" Do I know by my inward 
heart-experience the blessedness of having for my very own, 
a Saviour indeed, and such a Saviour-one · who has riot 
only saved (rescued) me, but keeps me safe? A Saviour 
to the uttermost. God be praised, it is even so I 

How is it with you, my reader? Laying your hand on 
your heart, can you say,-"The Lord Jesus Christ lives 
here as my blessed hope in life or death; His precious 
blood cleanses me from all sin; He alone is my Righteous
ness. before a holy ·�nd just God; my perfect Preparation 
and Peace in view of a dying hour, and judgment to come, 
1It is well witn :111Y soul'?" 

-Frank H. White.

A HAPPY WELSH WOMAN. 

F
AR up among the Welsh mountains a humble cottager

sat by the wayside knitting, and singing in the beauti
ful Welsh language a favourite hymn. A tourist passing 
along heard the sound of singing, and was so attracted by 
the sweetness of the voice, that he walked along in the 
direction from whence it came. There he found sitting 
a simple peasant, singing in ·the joy of her heart. a song 
of the Saviour's love which she had known and believed 
since her girlhood. "You seem to be happy" said the tourist 
"away up here. . I thought you would have a dull and 
dreary life, ·but I hear you can sing." The pe�sant woman 
smiled and modestly replied-"! am always happy, sit, and 
never know what it is to be dull, or dreary, and if you 
·would like to know the secret of it, it is this-I have Christ

and He keeps me happy all the da:y long." The tourist
was a man of wealth, and had everything at his command
that money could procure. Yet he was unsatisfied and un
happy. The pleasures· of the world, the race, the drama,
offered no such joy as that simple peasant knew. These
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words, "I am always happy"-"! have Christ" rang in his 
-ear all that day, and for many days after. In the midst
• of the busy streets of London, they sometimes rang through
his mind, and he seemed again to see that happy peasant's
face, and to hear her words. In the mercy of God he was
brought in contact with one of his own acquaintance who
knew the same Christ and testified of Him, and through
him he learned the way of salvation and was led to the
Saviour. Now he experiences what the Welsh peasant con
fessed that day, for He has the same Christ.- Reader, are
you restless arid unsatisfied? · You may have all that earth
can give, yet you are not happy. You need Christ. Apart
from Him you will never know true happiness in time nor
in eternity. Christ on the Cross dying for me a sinner,
procures peace for the conscience. (Rom. S. 6). Christ· on
heaven's throne; the believing sinner's Representative and
!\dvocate, ever looking after his interests and saving him
to the uttermost every day (Heh. 7. 25), gives peace (Eph.
1. 14) in the life, and Christ dwelling in the heart (Eph.
3. 17). gives joy and.gladness-in the midst of earth's troubles
and sorrows. The true secret of peace is the finished and
accepted work of Christ. . The more simply, you rest in tha,t
perfect work the more real and abiding your peace will be.
Will you rest in the perfect work of Christ?

THE NOBLEMAN'S DAUGHTER; 
Or,· Christ for Me. 

T
HE daughter of an English nobleman, worldly, proud,

ambitious, and fond of pleasure, was brought to know 
Jesus as he·r Saviour.· Her conversion was manifested in 
her· life and ways. Her father, who was a thorough man 
of the world, was greatly -displeased and sought in every 

. way to lead her into the world, in the hope that she might 
give up her "foolish 1:1otions." Temptati�ns �n worl?ly 
society, extravagance 1� dress, and travelling 11! foreign 
countries were all tried to drag her down again to the 
level of the poor world. But her heart was fixed_; J e�us 
was more to her· than all that earth could give,· and to 
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Him she was resolved to cleave. Baffled and disappointed, 
her father resolved upon one last desperate effort, by which 
his end should be gained or his daughter's earthly prospects 
ruined.. A large company of nobility were invited to the 
house. It was arranged·· that during the festivities the 
daughters of the different noblemen should entertain the 
company by singing, accompanied by music on the piano. 
She was chosen as one of the number. It was a moment 
of trial for the young believer. If she complied, and joined 
in singing the songs o.f the world, her testimony for Christ 
would be wrecked and her communion with God broken. 
If she refused, her father had threatened to expel her from 
hi's house. She would be publicly disgraced, and lose her 
place in society. The gay company were gathered together, 
and one after another per£ ormed her p�ut. At last the name 
of the young lady was announced, and the eyes of all were 
turned toward her. The crisis ·had come, and everyone 
wondered how the scale would turn. She arose, and with 
a calm and digni� ed composure took her seat at the in
strument. Her father thought he had gained his point. 
After a few moments of silent prayer, then, with a voice of 
unearthly sweetness and solemnity, she sang: 

No room for mirth or trifling here, 
For worldly hope or worldly fear 

If life so soon be gone; 
If now the, Judge is at the door, 
And all mankind must stand before 

The inexorable throne .. 
No matter which my thoughts employ, 
A moment's misery or joy; 

But Oh, when both shall end, 
Where shall I find my . destined place? 
Shall I my everlasting days 

With fiends or angels spend?· 

When the singing ceased the solemnity of eternity was 
upon this gay assembly. Then, without speaking, they dis
persed, one after another slipping from the room. Her 
father· wept aloud, and when he was left alone with his 
daughter, he asked her prayer for his soul's salvation; �d 
her prayers were not in vain, for the proud man was 
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humbled before God to confess himself a sinner, to accept 
by faith the Saviour of the lost as his own, and to follow 
and live for Him. His life, his wealth and his talents were 
henceforth the Lord's. 

Unconverted reader, it may be the fear of man that is 
keeping you from Christ. You dread the frown of relatives, 
who, like yourself, are without Christ. You need not. If 
you claim \he Lord Jesus as your own and only Saviour, 
He· will strengthen you, and give you courage to own Him 
as your own and only Lord. 

"How long halt ye between two opinions?" Choose this 
day between Christ and the world. 

NO CHRISTIANS IN HELL. 

I WAS much struck the other day by hearing of a young 
man in Switzerland, the son of a Christian mother, ex

pressing himself "sick and tired of Chri_stians-," or hearing 
them or talking to them. So one day he decided to take 
the train to a lake where he could be out of their way. 

So he bought his ticket, and took his seat in the train. 
No sooner ·had the train started than two gentlemen began 
an earnest conversation about the Bible. "Oh, dear!" 
thought the young man, "I'm not going to stay here." 

So, as soon as the train stopped, he jumped out and got 
in with.some old ladies. To his dismay he found that the 
topic of -their conversation w�s the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. He was greatly annoyed, and on reaching the next 
station, he could see the boat. 
_ "Ah, there is the boat," said he; and on looking again, 
he saw, going on board, a number of happy young men and 
women. 

"At last," said he, "I have found what I want." But as 
soon as the steamer had - started he found that it was a 
Christian school treat. 

Poor boy I he wandered downstairs to the saloon, where

he saw the Captain sitting, writing. 
"Good morning, Captain," said the yo_ung �• "wher,e

can I go to get 'rid of these cursed Christians! 
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The Captain, .who was a worldly man, looked up with a 
laugh and said, "To Hell!"

The answer so struck the young man that he could not 
forget it, and God used it, not only t� �im, but to the 
Captain also, and now they are both Chnst1ans themselves. 

"THERE IS PLENTY . OF TIME YET." 

O
N a fa;m in Hertfordsh1re, there lived a gay girl whose

1 brother was an earnest Christian. She had been 
awakened to a- sense of her guilt and to know her need 
of a Saviour at the time her brother was converted, but 
she was engaged to a worldly young farmer, and feared 
that if she confessed the Lord Jesus and became His fol
lower, a breach might be n1ade between her and her lover. 
How cunningly and ·skilfully the great enemy of souls uses 
such relations to effect his purpose of keeping sinners from 
Christ. On a summer afternoon, brother and sister met 
in a country lane, and seizing the favourable opportunity, 
the earnest man of God brought the peril of neglecting 
salvation and choosing the world. solemnly before his sister, 
urging upon her' to choose the better part, to accept and 
confess Christ as her Saviour (Rom. 10. 9), and leave ·the 
rtsults to God. The truth seemed to grip the young lady's 
conscience, the verities of life and death, Christ and the 
world, the salvation or loss of her soul stood forth in con
trast befor� her, and-for a few moments she sat wrapt in 
silent thought. But remembrance of the path she was about 
to enter and the pleasures of· the world rose up be£ ore· her, 
and evidently to them she yielded, saying to her brother, 
''All you say is true, Harold, but I'm young yet; there is 
pienty of. time for these things." Such was her delusion, 
as it is of n1any. Three months l_ater, she was married, and 
before a year she was in her grave. "Plenty of time" was 
the rock on which her soul made shipwreck. Reader, be
ware lest you lose your soul there also. True it is, that 
."Now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6. 2), but there is 
·no· time to trifle, ·not a day to. count on. Death may cut
you off in a moment. Are you ··ready?
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. ASLEEP IN PRISON . 

A
NY of our readers who have been to London years

_ ago, _will remember that ciose by the great dome of 
·st. Paul's there used to stand .the sombre heavy stone
building called Newgate prison. Some few years ago it
was pulled down to make room for a new and less gloomy
building.

Th�e old building carried with it many a soleriu:i and
fearful memory which is perhaps better forgotten, but
one story may serve as a sad picture of the sinner's state.

The last execution that took place there was of a poor
woman who had been sentenced to death· for an awful
deed.

Her last night was spent in the cell · allotted to those con
demned to die, and early next morning she was to suffer
at seven o 'dock.

When six o'clock came the· warders went into the cell 
· and found her quietly sleeping and- smiling as she lay un
consciously so ne_ar her death. They had not the heart to
wake her, so terrible. would be the· awakening. So they left
her for another half-hour.

Again they came, but still she slept, dreaming, as they
learned afterwards, of the early days of her childhood when
she lived in a village home peacefully · and happily-of
mother and father, qf brothers and sisters, of innocent days
in the fiel�s gathering buttercups or- daisies, or roaming
the quiet lanes in the still evenings of summer days.

The female warders stood with tears upon their cheeks
as they looked upon so sad a sigh.:. What an awakening it
must be!

And indeed it was; for when, compelled by their duty,
they shook the sleeping form lightly, it was to bring her
back to the fearful consciousness of her sin and shame and

. ruin.
Then there was a bitter, piercing cry, never to be forgot

ten by those who heard _'it.
D 
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There will one day be such an awakening ·for everyone 
not saved, when the reality of condemnation, judgment, and 
eternity are seen and realised. 

In the book of Revelation we are told that some in that 
day will call to the rocks and the mountains to fall upon 
them and cover them �rom the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6. 
16-17).

Oh reader, flee to Christ now, while Salvation is offered
and impending wrath is withheld. 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." "He that believeth not 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth in him" 
(John 3. -16, 36). 

THE INDIAN'S PENSION. 

A
N Indian Spy who rendered valuable assistance tb the

United- States Government during the American Civil 
War, was rewarded by a certificate which entitled him to 
an annual pension. In his simplicity the Indian regarded 
it as a kind of charm, put a string through it and wore it 
round ·his neck. There it remained until his death, but he 
never drew a dollar of his pension. It was there for him, 
but he failed to-·use it, and hence never got the benefit he 
was ·fully entitled to. 

The intelligent reader may smile at the Indian's simplicity 
and mentally resolve that he would readily live· at the 
G:overnment's expense if given a similar opportunity. But 
perhaps you are acting just as foolishly in matt�rs of in
finitely greater importance. The Indian Spy failed to use 
the provided pension through ignorance, but ignorance 
could never be the -plea of anyone in these favoured lands 
where God's way of salvation is told out at the street cor
nets· and circulated freely by means o'f t_he _printed page. 
You, dear reader, are constantly being reminded that God 
has provided a full, free, and everlasting salvation for you 
in the person of His only-begotten Son, who gave Himself 
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a ransom to deliver you from hell; and God offers this 
salvation to you as a free gift (Rom. 6. 23). 

But have you appropriated it for yourself? God has 
done His part; He has opened the way into heaven. But 
hav� you done your-part? Have you entered in, by accept
ing the gift of God which is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord? Apart from this all else you may do is 
worthless in the sight of God. 

Church-goer, you cannot add t.o the merit of Calvary's 
Sacrifice by your religious observances, or prayers, or alms. 

Moral upright person, your morality and honesty, com
mendable in its own place, will never merit salvation. 

Scholar, your learning, valuable as it is in the affairs of 
this life, fails entirely before God's standard. 

Sinner, deep down in sin, turning over a new leaf and 
reforming will not meet your desperate need. 

God requires that which is past. All are shut up to His 
one way of salvation. All must be saved through the mercy 
of God, and God in His mercy will forgive the sinner who 
believes in Jesus (Act 10. 43). You can do nothing more 
to get salvation, and God requires nothing more. 

But have you believed? God is able and willing to save 
you, but are you willing to let Him? He wiil do His part 
if you will do yours. Oh, believe in Christ now. Trust in 
His finished work without delay; and with forgiveness of 
sins a sweet peace which you have never known before will 
take possession of your heart. 

But oh, don't hesitate, don't put it off. Remember that 
"procrastination is the .recruiting officer of hell."-S. E. B. 

"I'VE FORGOTTEN!" 

A 
GENTLEMAN was calling on a merchant in Glasgow,

and during the conversation he suddenly dropped 
down into a chair that was near. The merchant saw from 
his face that something serious had happened, so he told 
his office boy to run for a doctor. When the doctor arrived 
he recovered a little, and was heard to say over and over 
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again "I've forgotten, I've forgotten!" They asked him 
what' he had forgotten: Was it some ma��er of business, 
or did he want to see his lawyer? but all he could utter was, 
"I've forgotten!" The lawyer was sent for,· and he en
treated the poor man to tell him what it was, -and at last 
with a whisp�r he uttered those sad words: '�I've forgotten 
about my soul." · 

How terrible ! on the very brink of death to find out he 
had remembered everything but the needs of th� soul. So, _ 
fellow-reader, we beseech you-· DO NOT FORGET THAT YOU

HA VE TO LIVE FOR EVER. y OU will never go out of exist
ence; you will live as long as God lives. Your body will 
die, but your soul will go on for ev�r in a state of conscious 
bliss or unutterable woe. Delay no_ longer, but make your 
soul's eternal salvation sure by accepting Jesus Christ as 

. your Saviour NOW. Then death, for you, will have lost its 
sting. 

OPPdRTUNITY.-THE GREEK . STATUE. 

lf N one of the Greek cities there stood, long ago, a statue. 
A Every trace of it has vanished now, but there is still in 
existence an epigram which gives us an excellent description. 
of it, and if we read the words we can surely discover the 
lesson which those wise old Greeks meant that the statue 
should teach to every passer-by. The epigram is in the form 
of a conversation between a traveller and the statue. 

"What is thy name, 0 statue?" 
"I am called 'Opportunity.' " 
"Why art thou standing on thy toes?" 
"To show that I stand but for a moment." 
"Why hast thou wings on thy feet?" 
"To show how quickly I pass by." 
"But why is thy hair so long on thy forehead?" 
"That men may seize me when they meet me." 
"Why, then, is thy head so bald behind?" 
"To show that when I have· once. passed, I cannot be 

caught." 
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The reader may learn a lesson from the old statue 
"Opportunity." The sculptor speaks and tells him urgent
ly that the present is his opportunity . 

. The p�st c_an no man alter, the present is the day of 
opportunity, the future lies untrodden before us. Oppor
tunities that have passed are useless, opportunities of the 
future are not yet within our grasp, but we can and should 
make good use of all present opportunities. These facts 
are admitted by all in every department of life, the man 
who fails to seize a good opportunity when he has it is 
called a fool and rightly so. 

Generally speaking most peopJe are sensible enough to 
follow the goo.d old ·maxim and "Make hay while the sun 
shin_es," and the modern motto "Do it now" is often heard. 

The man of business has a chance to do a good stroke 
of business, and he' takes it. The busy housewife seizes a 
few spare moments to do that little piec� of work that she 
has longed for a chance to do. The General in the battle 
sees the sudden weakness in the enemy's lines, he strikes 
at once and gains the victory. The Doctor ,stands at the 
,side of the operating table waiting, while under the influence 
of the' chloroform the patient goes off to sleep, he then 
realises that- the time has come for him to perform the 
operation, and he does it. 

These few instances show at any rate that most people 
value opportu�ities and make good use of them, but let us 
suppose something different. Suppose the �usiness man, 
having the chance to strike a bargain, cleans his. ink-pot 
out instead; the housewife instead of doing that piece of 
work, reads .a novel instead ; the General seeing the weak
ness of the enemy starts polishing up his buttons ; the 
Doctor seeing his patient has gone off under the chloroform 
starts an interesting conversation with the nurse. What 
would your opinion of these people be? 

They were all ·doing something, but they were doing the 
wrong thing, they were neglecting their opportunities. No 
doubt they all fully intended to do these import.ant things 
about which we have been speaking at some later time, but, 
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you say "Why did they neglect their chance, they might not 
have it again." · 

You are quite right: reader, but in condemning them are 
you not condemning yourself'? You hav�. lost many
chances, you have neglected many opportun1ttes, for the 
most important thing of all you have never done yet. 

You know I am ref erring to the great question of your 
soul's salvation. Why have you neglected this? Why is 
it that you are so ready to take every chance in your busi
ness or your home life, but have never taken the many 
chances God has given you? Do you not know that He 
says,' "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye 
upon Him while. He is near"? Is your never-dying soul 
of no importance to you at all? . 

You know you are a sinner, you know you need salvation, 
you know that "Christ died for the ungQdly,". you know 
He has said, "N_OW is the a��epted .time, NOW is the day 
of salvation." Yes, reader, you know all this, and possibly 
much more, but you have neglected the greatest. opportuni-
ties _you have ever had, and you are n�glecting · present 
opportunities. 

THE LAST · DAY OF GRACE. 

T
HE last month.of the year, the last day of earthly life,· the last hour of grace will come. God has been so

long-suffering (2 Pet. 3. 9). with men, ·His grace has waited 
on them so long ; the Gospel has so long been sounded in 
their ears, judgment has so long delayed its coming, that 
men now think these conditions will continue for ever. 
But they will not.· The last day of sovereign grace toward 
men will run its course; the last hour of God's grace 
toward men will spend itself; then comes the judgment. 
God has appointed the day and ordained the Judge (Acts 
17. 31), and then mercy will yield to righteousness. When
God begins to deal with men in judgment, there 'Yill be no
mercy shewn; its day will then be past. When "the Books
are opened11 (Rev. 20. 12), and men stand before the throne
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to be judged according to their works, grace will cease to 
intervene. Justice and judgment will then take their course. 

Reader, can you look forward with ease to that awful 
hour, when you must meet the Judge of all the earth, to 
have His verdict on· your life of sin and His sentence on 
your rejection of Christ the Saviour? Do not trifle away 
the last hour of grace. Flee to the Saviour, while yet He 
sits upon the throne of grace, ready to save all who . trust 
in. Him. It is still true, that "Behold NOW is the accepted 
time: Behold NOW is the day of salvation." 

THE WHEELWRIGHT'S RELIGION. 

"MY religion is, do the best you can, and meet death
bravely at the end. If a man is sincere and acts up 

to his belief, he has the same chance as those who make 
a great . profession." · The words were spoken in a defiant 
voice, and the visage of the old wheelwright was anything 
but pleasant as he uttered them. I called to ask for his 
wife who had been ill, and absent from the meeting she 
usually attended on the Sunday afternoon, held in the 
village schoolhouse near their dwelling. She had been con
verted under the Gospel preached there, and was a living 
witness for Christ, ,as everybody in· the village knew and 
owned. But her husband was no lover of the Gospel or 
its preachers, and it was said he had opposed and secretly 
hindered his wife from going to the meetings. That was 
no great wonder, nor is it always a hopeless sign. Men are 
often most violent in their opposition to God, when their 
consciences. are ill at ease about sin, and when the time of 
their deliverance 'is just at hand their "kicking against the 
pricks," like that of Saul of Tarsus, is often the hardest. 
I saw it would do no good to argue, so I merely said, "I 
could not meet death bravely, if I had no better ground to 
stand on, than that I have done my best. Thank God, I 
am able to look forward to it without fear, but it is because 
Jesus Christ did 'His best' for me, and in Him alone I 
stand." I said no more, and he turned away and resumed 
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his work in silence. On the following Sunday night, to my 
astonishment, he was at the meeting, seated by his ,vife's 
side, and many nights after. On the last Sunday of the 
year he came forward as he was passing out, and in a voice 
trembling with emotion said, "I have lost my religion, and 
trusted in Christ, who did His best for me." Time has 
proved him to be truly saved, and his testimony to his self
righteous neighbours is, "Do not trust in your religion, or 
in your sincerity, but throw everything to the winds, and 
trust in Jesus Christ" who saves sinners. 

MISDIRECTED. 

D
URING a heavy snowstorm in Canada a lady was

making a journey by train. With her was her baby, 
held in her arms. She wanted to alight _at a certain place, 
but th� thick snow prevented her seeing the names of the 
stations. .Her mind was set at rest, ho·wever, when a fello,v
passenger kindly promised to see that she got out at the 
right place. By and by, as the train stopped, the gentleman 
said, "This is your station," and helped her to alight. 

The train went on and soon stoppeq. again. "What 
station is this ?" asked the gentleman. On being told, he. 
exclaimed : "Why, I thought the last time we stopped it 
was at this station. Alas, I have set that poor woman and 
her child down by the railroad track far from any station. 
Whatever will become of them?" Next day the lady and 
her little baby_ were found in the snow, both quite dead. 
They had perished through - being misdirected. 

There are thousands of people perishing through being 
misdirected. I do not ref er only· tq_ the heathen, who follow 
the directions of their priests and base their hopes of a 
happy hereafter on the vain sacrifices that they bring to 
their idols. There are only too many in so-called Christian 
lands who are misdirecting their fellow-sinners. It is not 
that in every case �hey intend to deceive. The · gentleman 
of our story certainly had no such intention. He was 
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sincere in his desire to help. It· is the same with many of 
those whom we have in mind. 

Here is one who sets his followers on a round of penance 
and prayer, of course attended by payments of money. 
Another tells those who listen to him that if only they 
reform, and sincerely try to live good lives, it will surely 
be all right with them. Another boldly declares that since 
God is a God of mercy, men need not think of the future 
at all; God will see that they come out right by and by. 

Now we are responsible for what we hear and what we 
believe. If we believe a lie we are ourselves to blame. 
Our sincerity will no more save us from the consequences 
of a mistake than.did the sincerity of the woman who was 
found dead in the snow. Our Lord Jesus Christ spoke of 
blind leaders of -the blind, and declared that both ( not 
the leaders only) fall into the ditch. Each onei ·of -us is 
responsible to �ee that he believes the truth, and nothing 
but the truth� 

But how can we make sure that what we believe is the 
truth? Only in one way. God has enshrined His truth 
in a wonder£ ul' message to men. The Book that we call 
the Bible tells/ us what this message is. It tells us that 
nothing that we can do will merit, or even help to m�rit, 
salvation. It declares : "To Him (Christ) give all the 
prophets witnes�, that throuh His Name whosoever be
lieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins." Again: 
"Through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins; and by. Him all that believe are justified from all 
things" (Acts 10. 43; 13. 38, 39). H. P. B. 

A RELIGION OF FOUR LETTERS. 

"THERE is a wide difference between you:r religion· and 
mine," said a Christian lady to one in whose spiritual 

condition she had long been interested. "Indeed," �aid he, 
"how is that?" "Your religion," she replied, "has only 
two letters in it, and mine has four."

It see.ms that this gentleman was one of that numerous 
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class who are seeking to get to heaven by their doings; by 
attention to ordinances and ceremonies, by,.what the Apostle, 
in the ninth of Hebrews, terms, "dead works." But he did 
not understand about the "two letters" and the "four." His 
friend had often spoken to him, and ·on the occasion to 
which our anecdote refers, she had called to take her leave

of him· for some time, as she was about to go from home. 
"What do you mean," said he, "by two letters and four?" 

"Why your ·religion," said the lady, "is D-o, DO; whereas, 
mine is D-O-N-E, DONE .. " This was all that passed. The 
lady -took her leave, but her words remained; and did their 
work in the soul of her friend-a revolutionary-work verily. 
The entire current of his thoughts was changed. Do is one 
thing; done is quite anothe�.. The former is legalism; the 
latter is Christianity. It was a novel and very original mode 
of putting the Gospel; but it was just the mode for a 
legalist, and_ the Spirit of God used it in the conversion of 
this gentleman. When next he met his friend, he said to 
her, "Well, I can now say, with you, that my religion is 
D-O-N-E, DONE." He had learned to fling aside h1_s deadly
doings, ·and rest in the finished work of Christ. He was
led to see that it was no longer a question of what �e could
do for· God, but of what God had done for_ him ..

This settled everything. The four golden letters shone 
under the gaze of his emancipated soul, "o�o-N-E." Precious 
letters ! Precious word ! Who can. tell the relief to a bur
dened heart when it discovers that all is done? What joy 
to know that what I have been toiling for, it may be many 
a long year, was all done, over eighteen hundred years ago, 
on the Cross! Christ has done all. He has put away sin
magnified the law and made it honourable-satisfied the 
claims of divine justice-vanquished Satan-taken the sting 
from. death and the victory from the grave-glorified God 
in_ the very scene in which He had been dishonoured
brought in everlasting righteousness. All this is wrapped 
up in these four golden letters, "D-O-N-E." Oh! who would 
not give up the two for the four? Who would not exchange 
"o-o," for "o-o-N-E"? C. H. M. 
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THAT IS WHAT I WANT. 

A 
REUGIOUS man, long anxious about his salvation,

but - seeking it in his own efforts, was handed the 
tract, A Religion of F o.ur Letters, which he read with great 
astonishment, for it showed him his mistake in seeking to 
be saved by his own doing instead of by, Christ's finished 
work. As the simplicity of God's way ·of salvation, by 
trusting in Christ alone, shone into his heart, he exclaimed 
-"That is what I want; that is the right way at last." 
H� believed and was saved, and has since spent his time 
and strength proclaiming the Gospel of a free, present 
salvation through Christ alone to others. Reader, in what 
does your religion consist? 

USELESS KINDS OF RELIGION. 

T
HERE are two ways by which a man may lose his own

soul. What are they? 
He may lose his soul by living and dying without any 

religion at all. He may live and die like a beast, prayerless, 
godless, graceless,· faithless. This is a sure way to a lost 
eternity. Mind that you do not walk in it. 

He - may lo_se his soul by taking up some useless kind of 
religion. He may live and die contenting himself with a 
false Christianity, and resting on a baseles� hope.· This 
is the most common way to perdition that there is. 

Listen, and I will tell yoti what I mean by useless kinds 
of religion. 

A religion is entirely useless in which the Lord I esus 
Christ is not the principal object, and does not fill the prin
cipal place. There are too many calling themselves Christ
ians who practically know nothing about Christ. _ Their 
religion consists in a few vague notions and empty expres- _ 
sions. CIThey trust they are no worse than others. They 
keep to their Church. They try to do their duty. They 
do nobody any harm. They hope God will be merciful to 
them. They trust the Almighty will pardon their sins, and 
take them to Heaven when they <;lie," This is about the 
whole of their religion. 
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But what do these people know practically about Christ? 
Nothing at all ! What experimental acquaintance have they 
with His work, His blood, His righteousness, His mediation, 
His priesthood, His intercession? None, none at all ! Ask 

· them about a saving faith-ask them about being "born
again" of the Spirit-ask them about being sanctified in
Christ Jesus. What answer will you get? You are a bar
barian to them. They know no more about these experi•
mentally than a Buddhist or a Turk .. And yet this is .the
religion of hundreds and thousands of people who are
called Christians all over the world.

If you are one of this kind, I warn you plainly that such
Christianity will never take you to Heaven. It t.nay do-very
well in the eye of man. It may pass muster very decently
at the church-meeting, in the place of business, or in the·
streets. But it will -neyer comfort you. It will nev�r satisfy
your cons,cience. 1 t -will never save your soul. It will be .
utterly useless in_· Eternity.

THE WORD THAT GAVE ME LIGH'I\ 

F
OR thirty years I had been regarded as a religious

woman. From my youth I was familiar with the 
Bibl�. When a girl of eighteen I became a member of the 
church. At twenty-one I was a Sunday School teacher and 

- a district visitor. I had never been asked if I was born .
again, nor had I ever heard anyone say· they were saved.
My cousin lived in a dist�µt town, and it was commonly
reported that his wife was "off her head" with religion.
They were to pay us a week-end visit, which I very much
dreaded. I did not want to have the neighbours talking
about this woman's doings, which were reported to be very
odd. However, · when they arrived I was agreeably sur
prised to find my cousin's wife a very pleasant little woman,,
to whom I drew at once, and could find nothing in her
ways or conversation to account for the strange reports I
had heard. On the Sunday we ta,ked about Bible subjects,
and I found she was "well up" in the Scriptures. Convers
ing on our· early lives, she quietly said, "I was converted
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when a girl of. sixteen, and have been at peace with God 
ever since. The verse that gave me light was Is·a. 12. 2, 
'Behold God is my salvation; r will trust and not be afraid.' 
I used to keep looking at myself and my feelings, but I 
got_ no peace from that. When I saw that God Himself was 

:the One who gave His Son to be my Saviour, and that not 
by my works but by His grace .sinners are -saved, I simply 
· 'trusted' as that verse says, and was saved." She said no
more. I .answered little, but thought a deal. In fact, I
never had rest after that week-end until I came as a lost
sinner to Christ, who saves the lost just as they are. Now
I can say by His grace, "In God is MY salvation." It is truly
wonderful how prejudiced people· are against the confession
of_a present known and enjoyed salvation. It is considered
·by ma!}y presumption to say you are saved. Yet this is
what �hrist Jesus came into the ·world to do, "to save sin
ners" (-1- Tim. 1. 15). Most people believe that in a general
way, but i:ti order to know and enjoy it personally, you need
to single yoursel_f _out from the crowd and say, "Who loved
ME and gave �imself for ME."

"NOT THE CRUCIFIX, BUT THE CROSS." 

T
HE familiar words of Toplady's hymn, "Rock of Ages,"

were being sung by a large gathering of Gospel 
hearers on a Sunday night some years ago. Many of the 
singers evidently knew by experience the meaning of the 

- significant words-
Nothing in my hand I' bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling, 

for they sang them with heart and soul and manifest en
joyment, as sinners saved by grace alone can do. In the 
company, sitting near the front, was a well-dressed lady, 
who during the singing of the early verses manifested no 
interest in the words, but as the above quoted lin�s were 
sung she grasped a large cross which hung· by a chain at 
her side and her lips seemed to move in prayer as she did 
so. I found, from a little conversation I had with her at 
the close, that she was a Ritualist, and understood the words 
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of the hymn to refer to the Crucifix, whereas the poet re
f erred them to the work of Christ finished on the Cross 
of Calvary. The Scriptural phrase, "The Cross of Christ," 
as used by the apostle in 1 Cor. 1. 17, has reference to the 
death of Christ and to the power of that death toward all 
who believe or rely on it for their salvation-not to a 
cross as placed on a building for a religious sign, or to a 
crucifix worn or revered as a charm-although, alas ! many 
have been so taught, and so believe. I was in the same 
place some weeks later, and at the close of the evangelistic 
service held in the evening, a lady came up to me and said 
-"You may not remember me, but I will ever remember 
the words you spoke to me in this place on a Sunday night 
some time ago. You said, 'It is not the cruifix, but the 
Cross of· Christ that is the power of God. in salvation.' 
I thought these were strange words at the time, for I 
had been taught to kneel before the crucifix and to believe 
in its virtue. But I have learned thl:"ough God's mercy 
that it is the Saviour who died and ,lives that I have to 
rely on for my salvation." Yes, blessed be God! Reader, 
do you rest your sinful soul there? There is no other 
Saviour, no other resting-place for the sinner

_.

HIS SUFFERINGS BOUGHT MY PEACE. 

Thy pains, not mine, 0 Christ, 
Upon the shameful tree 

Have paid redemption's price, 
And purchased peace for me: 

Thy precious blood is- my release, 
. And Thy deep sufferings my peace. 

WHAT GAVE ME �SSURANCE. 

lfN our part of the country nobody known to me ever 
.ll. said he was saved. We went to "church" twice on 
Sunday and the minister read his sermon, which, so far as 
I can ;emember, was a very learned and highly polished 
composition, far above the most of his hearers' under
standing. A colporteur was appointed to the district, and 
he at once began meetings in an old schoolhouse about half 
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a mile from our house. Some of the people did not like this 
man's style of preaching at all. He was not an educated 
man, but that was not the chief complaint-it was, that he 
had said he was "saved and as sure of it as God could make 
him." For this he was named-"The Hypocrite." I saw 
nothing they had to find fault with in the man saying he 
was saved; for I had read of others who had the same 
assurance. In fact, it seemed to me there was no use 
for preaching at all, or for ministers and churches, unless 
there was some possibility of knowing that. If it was all 
chance, and all uncertainty, we might as well be without 
them as the heathen. I sat one night alone in the house ; 
it was a Sunday night, and I had no inclination to go out, 
so I took down the old Family Bible and began to read. 
It opened at the Acts of the Apostles, and I read the first 
ten chapters. When I got near the close of the tenth 
chapter I came to the verse-"To Him give all the prophets 

� witness, that through His Name whosoever believe_th in 
Him shall receive remission of sins" (v. 43). The word 
"whosoever" attracted my attention; I knew that it meant 
anybody, and included me. That gave me a new view of 
it altogether. Here was "remission of sins" for whosoever

-for me. All alone in the house with that open Bible on
my knee, I cast myself upon Him. alone, believing that He
shed His precious blood to purge my sins away, and I had
the assurance of sins forgiven (Eph.· l. 7).

"THERE NEED BE 'NO .,HOPING,' IT'S SURE!' 

"IT is surely great presumption for any weak mortal like
you to say that you are already saved, and that you 

know it. The furthest I can go is, to entertain a good 
hope that I may at last be found among those who stand
on the right hand of the Judge and hear Him say-'Come 
ye blessed of My Father.'" The speaker was an intelligent 
and religious lady who took an active interest in all good 
works connected with her denomination, and had the repu
tation of being an "excellent Christian." But with all these 
acquirements and virtues, she was in the dark regarding 
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the Gospel, and the simple and only way of salvation as 
it is set forth in the Scriptures. No doubt she spoke as 
she believed, and believed as she had been taught, without 
examining the Book of God for herself. Alas! that it 
should be so with many. In things secular, relating to 
business, they take no man's word apart. front proof, but 
in things eternal, many seem quite satisfied to accept the 
dictum of their_ chosen· spiritual guide, who may know as 
little of the Bible c1:s t?ey do th�mselves. It is not easy 
to break down preJud1ce and dislodge false thoughts in 
some minds. So you need to-proceed wisely and cautiously. 
I simply said, "If God had giveq. us no more than a 'hope' 
of salvation in His Word, it certainly would be 'great pre
sumption' for aily to· say they have more. But if He has 
given to all who believe o.n His Son the assurance that they 
now 'HAVE everlasting life'. (John 3. 16), it is surely pre
sumption to say something different, and yet to hope to 
have it on some future day." . It was a good while before 
I met my friend again. But imagine my pleasant surprise 
to hear her say, "I have everlasting life now, and there 
need be no hoping about it. Thank God I found that in 
His Word." lt is n9t a mere matter of different words, 
but those_ who "hope" to get salvation at some future time, 
invariably expect it. more oi- less on the ground of their 
own attainments or doings. But the salvation of God is 
ALL of. grace, and it is a present possession and enjoyment, 
i_n all who receive it by faith. 

APPEALING TO THE DICTIONARY. 

A
T a Gospel service recently we heard the preacher tell

a little illustr,ation that was certainly too good to· be 
forgotten, so we pass it on, trusting it· may prove helpful 
to some of our readers. 

"Visiting round your town the other day I came upon 
a house where the folks interested me greatly. Getting 
into conversation about God's way of salvation, I found 
they were of the opinion that each one had to carve out 
their own destiny by doing what they could, trusting they 



57 "Give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure."-2 Peter 1. J 0. 

would merit salvation at the finish. 
I told them God's way was different to that, and opening 

my Bible, read to them Ephesians 2. 8-9, 'For by grace are 
ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast.'" 

Noticing a fine Webster's Dictionary on a shelf, I then 
said, "Let us get this dictionary down and appeal to it." 

So we got it ·down and turned up_:'grace," the meaning 
of which was given as "sqmething entirely unmerited." 
Well, that did not look much like doing· our best and then 
hoping to merit salvation a:t the end. 

So we turned· up "faith," the dictionary,meaning of which 
is "to believe" ; and here again the idea· of obtaining sal
vation as ·a reward_. was swept away. If we were to get 
salvation it must be by believing, not by working. 

Next w·e · turned to "gift," which was explained as "a 
thing given." We all know that we do not pay for a gift; 
even if we give ever so small an amount for a most expen
sive .article it ceases to be a "gift." So ·if God's salvation 
is a gift, we certainly cannot do anything or pay anything 
for it. 

-Lastly we turned to "work," the meaning of which the
dictionary·· gives as "making efforts to attain. anything." 
But as the Scripture said, "not of works," i.e., "not by 
making efforts to attain it," we saw clearly and conclusively 
that the dictionary meanings of simple words swept away 
every hope of attaining to salvation by doing good works. 

My friends, by this time, were somewhat nonplussed, 
but although they could not �rgue against the simple Scrip
ture -as explained by their own dictionary, still I am sorry 
to say they seemed in no mood to be convinced, and quite 
determined to go their own way and still ·seek to merit 
by their good· work$, that which God �as waiting to bestow 
on them as a free gift. 
· And thus I had to leave them, after a long talk, clinging
to their own ideas and unwilling to believe the plain Word
of God, which clearly shows us that "by grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God, not of works lest any man should bo�st."

E 
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A MOCK DISCUSSION ON THE BIBLE. 

A
T the Annual Meeting of the Trinitarian Bible Society

in London some years ago, Mr. J. B. Barraclough 
narrated the following incident : 

"Some time ago twelve young men-all avowed unbe
lievers-left England to see life and rough it in one of 
our distant colonies. As time went on and the nights 
became long, they grew tired of cards and other worldly
amusements, so they hit upon a novel idea. They decided 
to have a mock discussion with respect to the Bible. 

Of course somebody must defend it, so they drew lots 
and it happened that the one chosen kn_ew absolutely noth
ing about the Word of God, as is the case with many 
disbelievers in the Bible. In order to win his case the 
young man began to study the Scriptures. At first he 
read solely to prepare for his mock defence, but he soon 
began to be , deeply interested ti11 he almost became en
tranced by the _beauty and majesty and wisdom of the 
Book, and by · the time the discussion was to ta;ke place 
that Living Word had brought joy and peace to his soul,. 
and he was no· longer a mocking, carping unbeliever, but 
a. humble, reverent follower of the meek a�d lowly Jesus.
So great was the effect -of his arguments and testimony
t�at others were brough� to a knowledge of the truth as
it is in Jesus. The last news I heard from these men was,"
Mr. Barraclough added, "that all of them except one had
been converted to God."

This story is surely a striking exemplification of the 
Scripture: "The entrance of Thy words giveth light" (Psa. 
119. 130). The young man, through studying God's pre
cious . "Inquire-within-on-Everything," saw that he was a
guilty sinner, lost and condemned. If, however, he had
learned no more than that, it would have done him little
good. Thank God, he discovered that though God ha�ed
sin, He loved the sinner with an untold wealth of wondrou5
love,. And when he saw by faith Christ bleeding and dyi�g
ior him on the Cross of Calvary, he rejoiced in ·Him as his
Saviour.
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The reader may look upon the Bible as a dull and un
interesting Book. Read it, read it regularly, carefully, 
looking to the Holy Spirit to guide and lead you, and 
you will be surprised to find that it is what David said 
of Goliath's sword-"There is none like it." It is the 
Book of books. 

A HUNDRED YEARS HENCE. 

T
HE other day, as I was walking down the street, I

heard a number ·of people laughing and talking aloud, 
and one of them said: 

"Well, there will be no difference : it will be all the 
same· a hundred years hence." 

And the thought flashed across my mind, "Will there -be 
no difference? Where will you ·be a hundred years hence?" 

Reader,· ask yourself the question : "Where shall I be?" 
Not in heaven. if in your sins. Why, if God permitted 
sin to enter heaven, it would not be four-and-twenty hours 
be£ ore the sinners wo"uld hoist the standard of revolt hard 
by · the throne itself. No, it must · be kept out of heaven. 

I ask �ou onre again� "Where will you spend eternity?
Where will you be a hundred years hence?" , 

.-

"SEEK YE FIRST THE K;INGDOM OF GOD AND HIS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS." 
. 

. 

S
OME years ago in a little town, a young man was

observed entering a place of meeting._ The preacher 
read Matthew 6.· 33, "Seek ye first_ the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness� and all these things shall be added 
unto you," and earnestly and lovingly pressed upon his 
au di enc� the importance of immediate preparation for 
eternity. 

The message went to the heart of John Lorne. He 
was a young farmer, who thought more about the price 
of grain than of the freeness and fulness of God's sal
vation, and ·had "made· up his mind" to "get on" in the 
world. Of course, he had no intention of being lost; he 
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did_ q9t purpose neglec�ing his soul altogether. 0, no! he_ 
wa� to<;> "'vi�e for that! But there �as plenty of ·time for 
him. When the verse was read, however, the words sank 

· de�p into his heart, and . he could not get rid of them.
The address appeared to be specially for him. But he -
would not yield.

As the preacher portrayed the terrible danger to· which
�en expose tl-1emselves . by SEEKI�9 FIRST wealth, ease,
honour, pleasure, or fame, he trembled. He said to himself
'fThere is ,no use in hiJ.TI: preaching. - I am not going to b�
a Christian just now.· I am not going to 'seek the kingdom
of God' at present. When I get married and c9mf ortably
settled in, life, THEN I shall cast in my lot with the people
of God."

On_ the succeeding _Sunday he went t9 a meeting in
another town, glad to. be at as great a distance as possible
from the scene of his awakening. Great was his terror and
surprise to find that the speaker took for his text, '-'Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these. things shall be added unto you." The Spirit of God
carried home the words with redoubled power. The un
certainty of life, the. hollowness and deceitfulness of riches,
the nearness to eternity and JUDGMENT, were fearlessly and
faithfully proclaimed. He trembled : "Seek ye FIRST" rang
in his ears, and found an echo .in his heart. There was· a
terrible conflict going on-c1: conflict between light and dark
ness-between the god of this world and the Lord Jesus
Christ. He was "almost persuaded," but not entirely .
. '!No," satd he, "I won't at present. I'll wait till I have

my farm well stocked, and dear of debt; until I am
married and my family grown up-THEN I will become a
Christian."

Years intervened. John Lorne acquired what he _had 
aimed for. He was considered one of the wealthiest far
mers in his neighbourhood. But with his money he was 
not happy, and the resolution formed in his younger. days 
was never carried out. He lost his reason, and was of ten 
se�n wandering up and down the country, pointing to every 
young man he met, and saying, "Young man, seek ye first 
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the kingdom of God and His righteousness!" 
l\1;y dear read.er, has the story of John Lorne .a voice for 

you( 
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked ; for whatsoever 

a m�h. soweth, that shall he also reap." Gal.-6. 7. 
- "Because I have called and ye refused . ... I also _wil�

lau·gh at your calai:nity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh."" Prov. 1. 24, 26. 

STOP! THINK! MAKE SURE. 

D. · b yo� ever think h�w short your tim� ?n earth may be? 
Do ·you pause amid the round of daily duty, of ardent 

�usiriess, of social and family intercourse to_ ask yourself 
the questiori-"How long have I to live?" Others all around 
you �re dying; Busi_ness men of your acquaintance, com
panions of earlier years, sharers of your pleasures, are pass-

- ing into the world beyond, and your turn will surely come.
Are yo1;1 ready to die? If in the midst of your daily avoca
tions, your family com£ arts, . your earthly plec!sures; the -
:voice of God ·should c01ne· direct to you as you stand
"This .night thy soul shall be required of thee." (Luke 12�
20), how wo1:1ld it be with you then? Is your·soul purged
from its sih? Is your heart right with God? Have you
had personal· dealings with your. God about your past life?
Are you at peace with Him? These are momentous ques
tions. They cannot be passed aside, as if you had nothing
to do with them. They are vital to your present and eternal
happiness. You cannot afford to trea_t them as mere "opin
ions," on which men may differ. They concern your re
lati9_n to God; yo4r personal salvation, and your eternal
destiny. What will all your plans and proposals be worth,
if death invade then1 suddenly and hurry you into the
eternal .world? W4at is life wqith if you are not saved,
not possessed of that life which is "the free gift of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord'' (Rom: 6. 23). See that you do
not miss the chief end of your existence, that· which is life
in�eed, to "know God" and His Son, Jesus Christ (John
17. 3).
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O
N a fine Summer day, an elderly lady was seen carry
. ing a heavy parcel while hurrying along a country 

road to catch a passenger Bus, however, her effort was re
warded by arriving at the place before it passed by� After a 
brief rest, with evident relief and satisfaction, she said to 
fellow-passengers : "I WAS JUST IN TIME." 

To thoughtless onlookers, it might seem a trifling matter 
to arrive too late to catch a bus, train, or boat, etc. ; but 
for those concerned, the disappointment is not only great, 
but in some cases, it is almost unbearable. But what mind 
ea� comprehend, or, what words can express the anguish 
and terror of those who die unsaved? and find themselves 
at last �hut out of heaven; not because they were sinners 
above · others, but because they had been deceived, and

thereby neglect�d the important matter oJ their soul's sal
vation until it was TOO LATE. "Behold, no:w is the 
accepted time; behold, NOW is the day of Salvation." (2 
Car. 6 . .Z). 

Dear reader, if you are not yet saved, put your whole 
trust ·and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is able 
and willing to save you NOW. Then you will be able to 
sing jqyfully the- words of Dr. Bonnar's hymn:-

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place 
!And He has made me glad. 

THE BLACKSMITH'S WAY; 

OR, "I MUST LOVE AND SERVE MY GOD TO GET 
THERE." 

A 
COUNTRY blacksmith, who was regarded by the

peasantry surrounding his smithy as a "wit," �as
called upon one day by a lady collecting for a local hospital, 
who. solicited a contribution, from him. He handed her a 
sma�l sum, and with a sarcastic grin remarked, "I �upp?se 
you expect to get into heaven for doing a good thing like 
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this." The lady quietly remarked, "0 no, not at all. I 
expect to get into heaven because Jesus Christ opened the 
way by His death on the Cross, and ·not by any works or 
merits of mine." The blacksmith, evidently surprised at 
the answer, threw his hammer on the anvil, saying-"Well, 
that's about the easiest way to get to heaven I ever heard 
of. I was taught in iny youth that I must love and serve 
my God in order to get there."_ The lady, who was a 
Christian; and ever on the alert to speak a word for her 
Master, simply remarked, "To love and serve God is a 
duty we all owe Him, but not one has done it. There is 
no road to heaven therefore in that way; it has been 
blocked and closed by sin. But God has opened another 
-a new and perfect road, which has been opened to sinners,
not because they love and serve Him, but because He has
loved them-loved them as sinners just as they are, and
has given His Son to serve them and die on their account."
A lengthy conversation followed in which the astonished
blacksmith asked many questions, and the lady answered
them by repeating texts from the Word of God, especially
John 3. 16, Rom. 5. 8, telling of God's love to the sinful,
and 1 Tim. 1. 15 ; Luke 19. 10, telling of Christ's finished
work for their salvation. The result of that morning's talk
was, that the blacksmith pecame deeply concerned about his
soul, and his anxiety issued in his conversion, which for
many years was proved to be real in a godly life and bright
testimony to the truth that first arrested him-the love of
God to sinners. Yes, God loved me, not because I was
worthy, but just because He is LovE .. I saw God as my
salvation, Christ as my Sacrifice and Substitute, and eternal
life my present portion. Of course I love Him in return,
£or "We love Him BECAUSE He first loved us" ( 1 John 4.
24). · But it is not our love to Him, but His love for us,
that is the resting place· of the heart, and the cause of the
sinner's salvation. "In this was manifested the love of God
towards us, because that God sent His only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through Him" ( 1 John
4. 9). Reader, do you believe that God loves you, just
as you are and now?
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A
N old Scotswoman who had resisted all the entreaties

of her friends to have her photograph taken, was at 
last prevailed upon to face the camera. 

On receiving the proofs, she failed to recognise the figure I 
thereon as being herself, so with card. in hand she went off 
to the photographer to see if there was not a mistake. 

�'Is that me?" _she queried.
"Yes, Madam;'' replied the photographer.
"And is it like me?"
"Yes, Madam."
"Ah, weel," she said r�signedly, "it's a humbling sicht !"
And so it is with poor sinners when they see. their por-

t_raits. in the Bible. Read Romans_ 3. 9-18, _.also Isaiah 1. 4-6, 
and may God lead you to see yourself as He sees you, thus 
enabling. you to take · the place where salvation. can be 
yours, for, "Christ Jesus ·came into the world to· save 
sinners" (l Tim. 1. 15). 

"-I ;AM ONE OF NOAH'S CARPENTERS." 

1f HAD been preaching the Gospel in a suburb of tp.e city 
Jl of Glasgow for a succession of. Sunday evenings. A 
number of non-churchgoers had been attending the meet
ings, and God had used His Word to awaken some of 
them to see that good wages and well furnished houses 
are not all that man is to live for and think of. Eternal 
things, especially the destiny of the soul and its sin -before 
God had come into view and the Gospel of Christ had be
come the_ power of God unto the salvation. of quite a 
number, who were rejoicing· in a new found peace, and 
testified of Christ in the big shipyards where they were 
en;iployed. But there are · other classes of men still harder 
to reach, and strange as it may· seem to those who have 
not coine into close grips with· them, the zealously religious 
are first and chief of these. They think themselves mu<:h 
better than their non-religious neighbours. Among this 
class was a middle-aged man, a foreman in one of the 
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yards, and a deacon in his church. He came along on a 
Sunday night. The deacon was manifestly uneasy during 
the preaching which was, that night, on the Deluge, the 
Ark, and the living eight within it, saved from judgment, 
and borne in it to a new world. The speaker said "Noah's 
carpenters, who helped to build the· ark, but did not go 

_ inside it, are like unconverted office-bearers who are busy 
am, ,ng the· outward things of the kingdom, but not them
selves in Jesus Christ, or born again. They will certainly 
Ikrish as did Noah's carpenters in the flood." That went 
hon1e to the deacon. When one of his men asked him what 
he thought of the preaching he said, "I am one of Noah's 
carpenters." Good it was ·for h.im that he found it out, 
for a week later .he came to the Saviour, and was able to 
say, "I'm a trophy of grace more than the rest, for I was 
nearly- lost in. my self-righteousness." 

Reader, be warned.. The Son of God does nol: n1ock 
you· when _He says, "As it was in the days of Noah, so 
shall it be in the day _of the Son of man"-that is, when 
_He cornes in judgn1ent. There will be no escape, no refuge. 
Great men �nd · g-iighty men, we are· told, will cry out in 
terror (Rev. 6. 16), "The great day of His wrath is come.", 
It has riot come yet. · Thank God the day of His grace and· 
salvation is ·still with us. While it lasts, flee to Christ, the 
only Ark of salvation, the one Deliverer from "the wrath 
to come" ( 1 Thess. 1. 10). In Him there is salvation. Out 
of Him, all.is judgment and destruction. 

BUT 'MUST I NOT FEEL A CHANGE? 

C
ERTAINLY. you shall; _But what kind of a change do

you expect, and when do you expect to feel it? When 
tfie doctor puts the medicine at your side, do you expect to 
feel before you take it or after? When your friend brought 
you home that gift for a present, did you feel it was yours 
before or after yoU""--r.eceived it? Surely not before, but 
after. And just so with salvation: you cannqt expect to 
feel saved when you a_re not. You cannot expect to know 
that Jesus has saved you until you have received .Him. 
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Many people are "waiting for a change." They want 
to feel a burden roll off; then they think they would feel 
"nice" and "happy." And the fact is, many have felt sud{ 
t:Jiings who were never saved at all; they felt a Christless 
change take place, and 1thought they were saved, but soon 
found out it was a sham. They had no Christ. God's 
way is: Receive Christ first, and the change will come 
all right afterwards; but on no account wait till you "feel 
a change" before you accept God's remedy, or you will 
die in your guilt and perish eternally. 

A DEAD RELIGION. 

"if BAD a dead religion for twenty-three years. Now I 
11 have a living Christ." Such were the opening words 

of a testimony to which I listened on a memorable Sunday 
evening, many years ago, within the walls of the chapel 
in which I had been accustomed to worship since my child
hood.- The speaker was a nobleman well known in our 
country for his benevolence and good works. He had 
come on this occasion to bear his testimony to the Gospel 
of Chri�t, being preached in our town by an evangelist on 
a visit to this nobleman's home. This statement was fol
lowed by a short and simple story of how he had discovered 
his need of a Saviour, and then how he was brought under 
the sound of the Gospel, making Christ known as the One 
sent from God- who came "into the world to save sinners" 
(1 Tim. 1. 15). I had never heard these things spoken of 
in so matter of fact way before. The thought of most of 
us who were accustomed to go to that chapel on Sunday 
was, to hear "good singing," an "eloquent" sermon, and 
come away satisfied that we had done our "duty" for the 
week. The nobleman characteri�ed all this as "a dead 
religion," and said it would never take any of us to heaven. 
That was plain enough, and, if true, a serious business for 
me. I was first angry at the thought, but as he went �n 
to speak of "a living Christ in heaven," the Object of his 
trust, the Friend of his Ii£ e, whose "precious blood, shed on 
the Cross" for man's rede1:llption, was his only plea, the 
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Cause of our salvation, and the Cleansing virtue by which 
sin is severed from the soul, I began to see things in a new 
light� And so did others, for that Sunday night was a 
turning point in other lives,,as it was in mine. All through 
that week the longi�g of my soul was to know that "living 
Christ as Redeemer, my Saviou_r, the Satisfier of my heart." 
And by His grace I did corn€! to know and to trust Him, 
as the One who loved me and gaye Himself for me ( Gal. 
2. 20). I have known the difference for all these years
of .having a "living Christ" in place of a "dead religion"-·
Christ to save, to keep, and to guide all the way, and all ·
the days. He is the· Saviour YOU need. And God has
provided Him for your acceptance and trust.

THE ·SINNER'S ONLY· CLAIM. 

I have no righteousness to bring, 
No merit as my plea; 

My only claim to saving grace, 
Is, "Jesus died for me." 

SPURGEON AND THE DUTCHMAN. 

A 
YOUNG man once came all the way from Holland to

ask Mt. Spurgeon the oft-repeated question, "WhaJ 
must I do to be saved?" The great preacher -was sitting 
in his vestry, seeing inquirers, when the_ young Dutchman 
came in and spoke in broken English. 

"Where did you come .from?" asked Mr. Spurgeon. . 
"I came from Holland, sir, by boat." 
"And you wanted to know what you must do to be 

saved? Well, it is a long way to come to .ask that question. 
You know what the answer is : 'Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be s�ved.'" 

"But I cannot believe in Jesus Christ." 
"Well, now," said Mr. Spurgeon, "look here; I have 

believed in Him for a good many years, and- I do trust 
Him ; -but if you know something or other against Him, I 
should like to know it, for I do not like to be deceived." 

. "No, sir, I do not know anything against Him." 
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"\\'hy don't you trust Hi1n, then? Could you. trus_t ine ?" 
"Yes· I would trust you with anything." · ' 

h b " "But · you don't know muc a out me. 
''No, not much; only I _know you are a preacher ·of the 

Word, and I believe you are honest, and I could trust you." 
�'Do you mean to say," said Mr. Spurgeon, "that you 

would trust me, and then tell me that you cannot _trust the 
Lord Jesus Christ? You must have found out something 
bad about Him. Let me know it." 

The visitor stood still and thought for a moment, and 
then said, "I. can see it now. Why, of course I can trust 
Him ; cannot help trusting Him. He is such a blessed One 
that I must trust Rini. Good-bye·, sir," he added, "I will 
·go back to Holland; it is all right now."

. The young Dutchman wc1:s·· a- theological student, Isaac
Kuyper, of Leyden,. who became later one of the most
earnest preachers of God's Word Holland ever had .
. Are you like Isaac Kuyper? ·Have you trusted friend
after friend and- neglected your best f riehd? Have you ·
yet- committea the keeping of your soul to the �ord Jesus?
Cease your past do1:1btings, give to the winds your fears,
and trust now in Him who died to save you. (J o,hn 3. 14-1 S).

, CAN. I GET SALVATION ALL AT ONCE? 

A
T the close of an Evangelistic Service a few- Sunday .

· nights _ago� there was found among the. iµquirers 
who remained for personal. conversation, a middle-aged 
lady well known in the town for her activity in philan
trophic and charitable work. It wa� somewhat of aq as
tonishment to me to find her there, and I hesitated to ask 
-as one is justified in asking those who rema�ri on such
occasions-what her spiritual condition was, and whether
she had any difficulty · regarding her personal salvation,
which could be helped by a reference to the· Word of God.
�he did not keep me · long in doubt what she had remained
for. She said, "I have listened with much interes.t to your
simple presentation of the Gospel, and think it is· just what
I need, 'but the one matter upon which I am in doubt is,

.... 
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whether- I have quite understood you to teach .that this 
gi;-eat matter is something to be instantly taken possession 
of� In other words, can I get salvation all at once?'' 
T.h�re was no mistaking the sincerity of that inquiry: it 
was no caviller's question, but the expression of a soul 
wh.oµi God was evidently leading on toward the light and 
l�l;>erty of · His own salvation. It is best to let the Word
of God do its own work under such conditions, so I opened
my Bible and read the story of the Philippian jailer, who
c;1.�ke� the question, "What must I do to be saved?" and_
was answered with the words, "Believe on the Lord· Jesus
½hrist and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16. 31). Next, l
turned to Eph. 2. &-"By grace ARE ye saved through faith,"
and to 1 Cor .. 15. 1-2, "The Gospel ... by which ye ARE

saved." I said these words, with suc4 confessions as that
of Psa: 27. 1, "The Lord is my light and my salvation:"
a�d "God who HA'fH saved us" (2 Tim. 1. 8, 9), leave no
room for doubt that an· instant and assured salvation is
bestowed by God on . the believing sinner, the moment he
rest� simply and wholly on the person and work of Christ.·.
And--thus it is that he is SAVED now from sin's penalty, as
surely as if he were already in heaven. But _all through
the remaining years of earthly · 1if e he will need • salvation
from sin's power, ·anq Christ will "save to the uttermost"
(Heh. 7. 24) all who are on the way to God. And then
finally, He will appear as "the Saviour" (Phil. 3. 20) to
save all _whq are His, from sin's presence. So that while
the believer HAS salvation now, and gets it all at once on
believing, he is likewise getting it daily from the dangers
of the present, and looking for it in full measure · when
Christ comes. "THAT IS what I have wished to get light
on for many years/' said the lady; "but never before was
it made so clear to me. I have always hesitated to say I
am saved, but I have no doubt about it now, for I see from
God's Word ·what I HAVE and what I HOPE for." Yes,
blessed be God, there is � present salvation to be had and
enjoyed now, and this is what the Gospel proclaims (Eph.
1. 13), and what God desires the reader. and all who believe
on His �on to posses� and enjoy.
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A VERY PERSONAL QUESTION. 

"lTS God able to save me?" was the question of one who 
.Il. was manifestly in the power of the gre·at eriemy. 

"Yes," I answered, "God is able to save you. That is a 
settled matter. But the question is, Are y:ou willing to be
saved ?" This set things in a new light, and my inquirer 
had to look into himself for an answer to the question, why 
was he not saved? Now, God is willing you should be 
saved, so willing that He has given His Son, that whosoever 
believeth in .Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life (John 3. 16). He is so willing you should be saved 
that He has imposed no hard conditions ; He has fixed 
no price to be paid; He has appointed no time during 
which you must wait. Y 0\1 are invited to make the gift 
of eternal life yours, and the only condition is that you 
receive it. You are not asked to come although you are 
a sinner, but because you are a _sinner, for it was to save 
the "lost" that Jesus came. You ask when may this gift 
be yours. God answers now. "Come now," He says (Isa. 
1. 18). "Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace"
(Job. 22. 21). "Behold, now is the accepted time" (2 Cor.
6. 2). Decide NOW. W.S. 

AM I BOUND TO �NSWER THAT QUESTION? 

"BE YE ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 

you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3. 15), is an injunc
tion of the Lord that is binding on all professing Christians. 

"Are you a Christian?'" was the question I put to a bli�d 
man that I met some years ago in a country district in the 
North of England. "Yes," was his quick reply. Wishing 
to know the "reason" of his "hope," I ·enquired how he 
knew. ·"Am I bound to answer that question?" he asked. 
"Yes," said I, "if you believe the Bible." 

Many persons, when asked in a courteous kindly way, if 
they are "Christians," "saved," or "converted," declare that 
that is· a matter between them and God, and should not be 
spoken about to others. If, however, they accept the author-
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ity of · Scripture, they ought always to be ready to give 
an answer to every man that asks them "a reason" of their 
hope. 
. With the reader's permission I would venture to ask 
if he is a Christian. "I hope so," you reply. Is your 
�'hope" grounded on a right foundation? In such an all
important matter "hoping" is not sufficient ; we ought to 
be certain; a mistake on this point may prove fatal. 

Why do you "hope" that you are a Christian? "I attend 
church, read the Bible, pray, do as 1n:uch good as I can, 
and as little harm as possible." That is not how I became 
a Christian. You think you are a Christian, because of 
what you have done, or· are doing. God's Word emphat
ically declares that sinners are not saved on account of 
their doings. "By grace are ye saved through faith .. not 
of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2. 8, 9). Sal
vation is all of grace, and grace is unmerited favour. If 
sacraments,· church attendance, prayers, almsgiving, and 
good deeds of any kind could procure the pardoning mercy 
of God, salvation would not be all of grace. Yet it is by 
grace we ·are saved .. "And if by grace, then it is no tnore 
of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 
be of works, then is it no more grace ; otherwise work is 
no more work" (Rom. 11. 6). Grace and works are con
trasted, but if salvation were obtained by our works, then 
it would not be of grace. 

"How then can I obtain salvation?" says one. Hearken 
to the words spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ to Nicodemus, 
the learned Jewish rabbi :-" As Moses lifted up the $erpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up : that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life" (John 3. 14, 15). The bitten Israelite 
was cured-not by prayer, working, giving, or renouncing. 
There was one, and only one way of being healed, and 
that was by looking at the uplifted serpent. There is 
only one way of being healed of the poison of the "old 
serpent"-by· looking to Christ dying on Calvary for you. 

God is satisfied with what Christ did for you. Don't 
/ try to. ·earn forgiveness. Cease praying for it. Stretch 
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out the empty hand of faith and accept of it: He is now 
beseeching: you to receive it (2 Cor. 5. 20; Rev. 22. 17). 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."· 

A.M.

THE MAORI'S OPINION. 

D
URING the journeys of ·one of the New Zealand

Gospel Carriage� some years ago, the tw9 Christians 
in charge had one day camped alongside a river for dinner, 
where were a number of Maoris engaged in metalling the 
road. They were still · at dinner when they heard a voice 
call out in broken English: "No good the wages! Ka· pai 
the gift! No good the wages; Ka pai the gift!" 

On going outside to see what was the matter, they found 
a Maori reading the scripture text painted in large gold 
letters on the side of the carriage: "For the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life" (Rom. 6. 23). 
Upon being asked if he had taken the gift of God, he 
repli_�d, '�Yes, ten years ago" ; and on beiqg questioned a 
little, gave. good evidence that he had truly accepted Christ. 
He purchased a Bible in his own language, and seemed· 
delighted at· the opportunity afforded of possessing one. 

"No good the wages! Ka pai the gift!" $uch were 
this Maori's sentiments� He meant to say the wages were 
not worth earning, but the gift was good. He had seen 
himself spending his life in the service of sin, with that 
inevitable end in view-death, anq after that the judgment. 
He had seen, too, the love of God in giving His Son to be 
the Saviour of the world, that "whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life." He believed the 
record that God had given of His Son; and this is the 
record, "That God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He· that hath the Son, hath life; and 
he th�t hath not the Son of God, hath not life" ( 1 John
5. 11-12). · . . 

And will not the reader pause and consider that text 
the Maori stood reading? The. wages, or the gift-which 
is it to be? The awful pay-day must come, when all who 
neglect salvation will receive the due payment of serving 
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Satan. To die in your sins and descend to hell is awful 
to· contemplate. Come NOW to the Saviour, and accept 
the "gift" instead. Eternal life was purchased by Him 
for the sinner at the great cost of His own blood, and it 
is offered to "whosoever," which means- you, me, or anybody 
else. 

All you do in order to get a gift, is to take it when 
offered. Cannot you believe, just. now, that Jesus, the 
Son of God, loved you and gave Himself for you, when 
He died on Calvary's cross? 

Oh, why was He there as the bearer of sin, 
If 6n Jesus thy guilt was not laid? 

Oh, ·why from His side flowed the sin-cleansing blood, 
If H.is dying thy debt has not paid?. 

Thanks l;>e to God that His only-begotten Son has paid 
�11, and suffered all ; and every repentant sinner is at once 
-£orgiven upon belie:ving it, · and there and then receives 
'�the gift of God, which is eternal life." 

For ours.elves, we have been saved many years, and can 
heartily endorse the Maori's opinion-"No good the wages! 
Ka pai_ ·the gift!" F.F. 

WHAT BECAME OF THE. ELDER'S SINS? 

"HA VE you accepted Christ as your Saviour?" was the 
question put to a man · by an evangelist in a town 

in the North of Ireland. William Sell�rs was · a highly 
esteemed and respected farmer. Though a church member, 
a strong upholder of the authority and inspiration of the 
Scriptures,· he was unsaved. Instead of answering Mr. 
M'Lean's question he remarked, "I lay all my s}ns on Jesus," 

This was surely a mistake, for no one can lay his sins on
Jesus. It is true that the first line of a deservedly popular 
hymn commences with the words, "I lay my sins on Jesus," 
but poetry is not Scripture. It is impossible for any one to 
lay his sins on Jesus, because the Lord Jesus Christ is not 
now on the cross, but on the throne, and no sin can enter 
heaven .. When Christ was hanging on the cross of Calvary 
our sins were then laid upon Him. If they were not on 

F 
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Him then, they cannot be on Him now.
The evangelist asked Mr. Sellars if he knew what Christ 

did wlth his sins. Opening his Bible at Isaiah 53. 6 he . 
read the familiar but little understood words, "All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his· 
own way, and the Lord hath laid onJlini the iniquity of us
all." He sought to show him that God laid his sins on the 
head of the spotless Sin Bearer, and that He endured the 
penalty and died that he might not perish. 

Sin's bondage was bitter and heavy· its chain, 
But Christ took the fetter and snapt it in twain; 
The strong one was bound, and the captive set free, 
When He fell back in triumph and died on the tree. 

Mr. Sellars had sought to lay his sins on Christ, but he 
made the ·wonderful discovery that God had done it long 
years ago. As the truth was revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that everything necessary for his redemption was 
accomplished by the Saviour, he ,rose from his seat and 
said, "I have seen something to-day that I never saw be
fore." '!..What is that?" inquired the gospeller. "I never 
knew till now that God laid my sins on Jesus. I have been 
an elder in the church for thirty-three years; I am seventy
seven years of. age, and not till now was I aware �hat my 
sins had been laid on Him. Surely God sent me. here to
day." 

As Mr. Sellars-wended his way homewards that evening 
he said. to himself : "They say that the work is finished for 
them, and surely I have as good a right to say it is finished 
for me." Sound reasoning, indeed! The love of God was 
shed abroad in the eider's heart, and, rejoicing in Christ as 
his Saviour, he witnessed a good confession. 

Many, like the Irish farmer, are ignorant of this soul- · 
saving truth. Thousands of moral and religious people are 
endeavouring to do something meritorious to secure the par
doning grace of God, utterly ignorant of the fact that the 
work that saves was finished by Christ on Calvary's �ross. 
Perhaps you imagine that you MUST DO SOMETHING to _deserve
God's great salvation. If so you are all wrong 1n your

conceptions of what Christ's death has· accomplished. The 
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dying words of the Redeemer, "It is finished," if under
stood, would remove the thought that anything that you 
can do )-Vill make God more willing to bless you than He. is. 
"The Lord HATH laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 

All thy sins, were laid upon Him, 
. Jesus bore them on the tree; 
God who knew them laid them on Him, 

And believing, thou art free. 

God has done ·it. Don't attempt to lay your sin on Jesus. 
Don't try to _earn eternal life by your own works. Et_ernal 
life is a "free gift,"· and can. be secured by you through 
believing on Him, who died that you might be ransomed 
from sin and death and hell. Accept His gift now. 

- . A. M.
CAN · YOU NAME ME? 

1f NEVER was guilty of wrong action .. · But on my account 
lL lives have been. l_ost, .trains have been wrecked, ships 
have gone down at sea, cities have burned, battles have been 
lost, and governments have failed. 

I ·never struck . a blow nor spoke an unkind word; but 
because of me homes have_ been broken up, friends have 
grown- cold, the laughter of children has ceased, wives have 
shed bitter tears, brothers and sisters have forgotten, and 
fathers and mothers have gone broken-hearted to their 
graves. · 

I have intended no evil, but because of me, talent and 
genius have come to naught, courtesy and kindness have 
failed, and the promise of success and happiness has yielded·, 
sorrow and disaster. 

I have no colour except black, no sound but just my 
silence, no cause for being myself, no progeny except dis
aster. You may not on the instant call me by name, but 
surely you are personally acquainted with me. My name 
is NEGLECT. . 

In addition to all the above things, I confess that I a111

causing you to ref rain from activity in the most important 
thing in your life, the salvation of your priceless soul I 

The Lord Jesus Christ finished the work necessary for 
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your salvation on Calvary's Cross. Judgment was poured 
out upon Him. His precious blood wa·s shed for many 
£or the remission of sins. He has �een raised f ram a�ong 
the dead and is now seated on the nght hand of. the throne . 
of the Majesty in the Heavens. 

You have heard the gospel message over and over again. 
Even now the Saviour's invitation : "Come unto Me" is 
ringing in your �ars. You expect .to be .saved some day,
and you entertain thoughts of being with and like the 
Saviour for all eternity. 

But I ai:n holding you back. I am preventing y9u from 
.definitely deciding to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour. If I continue to do so until the Messen
ger of" Death calls you, it will be forever too· late for you 
to be· saved-you will perish. 

It remains to be seen whether or not you are going to 
break the hold which I have upon you. After hearing my 
honest confession, and listening to my faithful warning, 
are you going to remain negligent? There is one way by 
which I may be overcome; that is by immediate, definite 
action. The power and opportunity are yours. Act now ! 

"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; 
· which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
·confirmed unto us by them that heard Him" (Heb. 2. 3).

"Boast not thyself of to-morrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth" (Prov. 27. 1). "Behold now

.. is the accepted time; behold now is the day of saJvation"
(2 Car. 6. 2). 

"Choose you this day." -Selected.

THE JOURNEY AND ITS END. 

W
E are all journeying. The rich man rolling along in

. his carriage ; the beggar hobbling along on his sti�k; 
the old man "peeping for his grave"; the child bounding 
to his play-ALL are travelling, but whither? . What will the end be? is the question asked in_ all thing:s. 
Ten thousandfold more serious does the question beco1n:e 
·when it relates. to eternity and its solemn issues. A.pd . it
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becomes still more serious - when we consider that none of 
us know when the end of that journey-the journey to 
eternity-will take place. · · 

The passengers on the ill-fated train took their seats 
without concern. Little did they think, as they sped on 
faster and faster, that a few more revolutions of the wheels 
were all that lay between them and-DEATH. 

T�e passengers on the ocean-going steamer took pos
session · of their cabins without concern. Little did they 
dream, as they pursued their way through mid-ocean, thaf 
a few niore turns of the screw were all that lay between 
them and-DEATH. ·. 

But let us tum to a· specially interesting case-a case 
you take the deepest interest in. 

"Whose case is that?" you enquire. 
We answer, YOUR OWN. A-re you prepared for the 

end of life's journey? Nay; do not shirk the question .. As 
you scan these lines you are neatj_ng heaven or hell. At 
least God ancl the Bible say so, and your concern· or un
belief will not alter facts. 

We are all sinners; death is the wag�s of sin, and after 
death fallows the judgment. But between the believer 
in Jesus and the unbeliever there is a great· gulf. Thank 
God it is not yet "a great gulf FIXED." You may believe 
the Gospel. and you may receive Christ, and your whole 
life and being and eternity be altered. 

"Believe . on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved" (Acts 16. 31). 

"A wrong beginning must have a bad end, · and ·a 
religion without the new birth must end at the door of hell/'
said the J>reacher. · These words cau�ed me to s�ake, for 
I had never known in personal expenence what 1t was to 
be born of God. I heard others speak of it, but it was a 
thing unknown to me. I had been religious from my youth� 
I became a church member at eighteen. I had taught in 
the Sunday - School and sung �n the church �oir, btit I 
had no spiritual life in me. Thi� I had now rec1:hsed. And 
it was anything but a pleasant discovery. _But it was true,
and I owned it before God. My one desire then, was - to 
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be saved in God's way. I was not long in darkness as to 
what His way is. When I turned to God's Book, there 

-it was made k�own. I knew it was not for my religion or
my works that I would be forgiven for the past ·and
brought into the family of God. The _words of Rom. 5. 1,
�'Being justified by faith we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ," stood out ·before me in a . way I
had never understood them before. They showed me
clearly that salvation is by grace on God's part, and through
faith on mine, in virtue of the Christ who died. I cast
myself wholly on His merit,· I trusted my soul to Himself,
and I HAD peace there and then. I have it now, and rejoice
before God with the "joy of the justified, joy of the free." 

A TRAGEDY IN A TRAM-CAR. 

"\V TRITING to us from Australia a lady subscriber told 
W us of the sudden death of her husband. "While 

in the tram-car going to a mee.ting ..... apparently in 
perfect health, just as his ticket was punched, he fell for
ward dead, without a word, only a quarter of an hour 
from leaving home." 

"What a tragedy," you say. Yes, for his wife and son 
left behind. But for him, No ! He was a true Christian, 
saved by the grace of God and the blood of Christ. The 
meeting he was bound for was a meeting of Christians, 
in his pocket at the time of his sudden death were his 
Bible and Hymn Book. For him it was "Absent from the 
body, present with the Lord." Sudden death meant sudden 
glory. 

But would a sudden call like this be a tragedy to you, 
my reader? It would undoubtedly, if it found you unpi;e
pared ·for the great change, not ready to meet a Holy 
God, not ready for the gaze of these all-searching eres 
be£ ore which your whole life is naked and open, from which 
nothing can be hidden. How unspeakably awful for 
people who live daily within sound of the Gospel of God's 
grace, to be suddenly summoned to meet God and give an 
account of the neglected opportunities, the stifled strivings 
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of His Holy Spirit, the rejected pleadings and warnings of 
Christian friends! 

How blessed, on the other hand, to be one of the number 
who, as self-acknowledged sinners, have put their trust in 
the precious blood of Christ and thus become possessors 
of peace with God and eternal life. And this blessedness 
is not for any special class, creed or party. God is no 
respecter of persons, and we can assure you, dear reader, 
this salvation can be and will be yours if you come as a 
sinner and cast yourself unreservedly on the Saviour's love 
and grace, putting your trust in Him. 

Do this now, and then whether your death be sudden 
or lingering, you will be ready for the great change, ready 
to meet your Lord and Master, ready to enter into the joy 
of His presence. -J. G. H. 

NOTHING TO PAY. 

Nothing to . pay ?-no not a whit; 
Nothing to do ?-no, not a bit; 

All th�t was needed to do or to pay 
Jesus has done in His own blessed way. 

Nothing to settle ?-all has been paid ; 
Nothing of anger ?-peace has been made ; 

Jesus alone is the· sinner's · resource, 
Peace He has made by the blood of His cross. 

Nothing to pay ?-no, thanks be to God, 
The matter is settled, the price was the blood, 

The blood of the Victim, a ransom divine,
Believe. it, poor sinner, and peace shall be thine. 

CULTURE OR REGENERATION. 

, V THEN I was a boy I was walking with my father 
W through the streets of Manchester. " Our attention

was suddenly called to a man standing before the door of 
a building, and crying aloud, "Walk in, ladies and gentle
men, and see the great American pig." Having our 
curiosity aroused, we entered the building. There sure 
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enough was a wonderful pig, performing feats, and giving 
evidence of an intelligence, probably never pig exhibited 
before� 

At the con1mand of his master he would -pick out from 
the alphabet,. lying upon the floor, the letters. "G-o-q-d 
P-i-g." He would also walk about upon his hind legs
and shake· hands with those who paid him a visit. More�
over he had been washed and scrubbed until he was ·per
fectly clean, and he was dressed in a beautiful garment.
Of course he excited the highest admiration, and no one
could deny that he was well educated, and well behaved
in every respect. But notwithstanding his remarkable cul
ture, and his attractive appearance, he was still a pig;
better off perhaps than most other pigs, and yet after all,
only a pig, and a pig he w9uld remain however advanced
his learning.

Tliere is no error amid the perils of these last days more 
dangerous, as there· is none more shallow and silly, than 
the notion· taught and received by many, that culture is the 
way of salvation. Multitudes imagine that courtesy, gen
tility, acquaintance with the fine arts, or regard· for the 
rules of good breeding, will put them on a different footing 
before God from the position ·of the uneducated arid the 
vulgar. . 

But a moment's observation might convince them that 
the deep-:-seated enmity against Him of the mind of the 
flesh, and the desp�rate wickedness of the heart, are often 
most fully manifested by those who are most highly cultiv
ated. The history of the race since the death and-resurrec
tion of His Son proves that a far more bitter opposition, 
or a far more contemptuous indifference, to the Gospel of 
His grace has generally been shown by the wealthy and 
educated, than by the poor and ignorant; because the former 
are· more prone to· be puffed up with a pride, that ref uses

to humble itself beneath the mighty hand of God. 
A moment's observation should also convince them that 

any degree of culture, mental or moral, must utterly fail 
to change the nature. 

It. was to a cultivated, refined, moral, and even a religious 
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inquirer, Jesus said, "Except a man be born of water (the 
Word) and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 

. w�ich is .born of the Spirit is Spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again" (John 3. 5-7). 

1Vlay _God deliver you from the fplly of thinking that 
human culture and external ·appliances can take the place 
of -His glorious Gospel in the work of redemption. 

H.M.

"I WOULD PAINT HIM WHITE." 

T
HE happy visit to the summer home of my friend was

drawing to a close. Opportunities had been given to 
speak of Hin1 who is mighty to save. I well remember the 
remark of the• 1ittle boy as I referred to our tex�, "Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin?" that no amount of scrub-
bing would make a black man white. 

A bright idea struck the boy, and he exclaimed, "I .would 
paint him white." This idea has often been tried by grown
up people; that is to say, covering up a bad inside by a fair 
outside. The Lord referred to this when He spoke o_f the 
Pharisees as being whited sepulchres, clean outside, whilst 
the inside was as bad as ever. 

Do not make the same mistake as a man who, when 
his clock went wrong, spent his time in cleaning the face 
and hands and adjusting the weights, until his little daughter 
who was looking on, said : "Father, doesn't it want a new 
inside?" 

A little girl· had a brother who came home one day and 
said to her, "Mary, I've got a new heart" (meaning he had 
been converted). She said, "Show it me." This great 
change must be shown by our outward behaviour, for just 
as the mainspring µioves the hands of the watch, so a new 

· heart or a new creation n1oves all our life and every action.
So, my reader, do not try to pai�t ,rourself outside, but

remember you "must be born again, and then you will
"walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing."

-BRITISH Ev ANGELIST.
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M
ORE than once perhaps, you may have sat in the

studio of the photographer. Your best garb, your 
choicest looks, were summoned for the 9ccasion : you must 
"look well" before your friends. But have you ever 
realiz.ed yourself in ·God's studio? 

Have you ever been conscious of the camera of His Spirit 
brought to bear upon you? 

Whether you are a�are of it or not, you have been photo
graphed by Him ; clear and distinct your features appear 
in the album of His inspired Book. 

No assumed manners or graceful attitudes pass current 
here. The very depths of your moral being are laid bare 
before your eyes. Your very heart is revealed. What a 
picture! Free from the. varnish of ari outwardly moral 
life : · from the thin veneer of a "form of godliness," on the 
dark background of a corrupt nature, your thoughts, and 
words, and acts of sin are depicted as seen by God. · 

Well might the inherent pride of man wither up at· the 
sight. - Such a person is only fit to be banished from� the 
presence_ of God for ever. There shall e�er there __ "nothing 
that defileth." 

' 

What is the foulest thing on earth? 
Bethink thee now, and tell,· 

It is a soul from sin uncleansed, 
'Tis only fit for hell; 

It is the awful, loathsome den, 
Where evil spirits dwell. 

Before you can ever hope to be in heaven, a radical change 
must be affected: "Ye must be born again." Thank God, 
this life from above, Djvine and eternal, is easily obtained: 
it is "the gift of God" (Rom. 6. 23). It may be yours 
to-day. It is free for all. He who has the ·dark past
blotted out by the precious blood of Christ,· and has li�e
eternal as a present possession, is assured of heaven as h1s 
future home. 

I 

' 
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SPURGEON'S TESTIMONY. 

A
S for me, I am certain that there is a God, and I, _mean

to preach it as a man does who is absolutely sure. 
He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the Master of Pro
vidence, and the Lord of grace : let His Name be blessed 
for ever and ever ! We will have no questions and debates 
as to Him. 

We are equally certain that the book which is called the
Bible is His Word, and is inspired: not inspired in the 
sense in whic4 Shakespeare, and Milton, and Dryden may 
be inspired, but in an infinitely higher sense. We believe 
that everything stated in the Book that comes to us from 
God, is to be accepted by us as His sure testimony, and 
nothing less than that. God forbid that ·we should be en
snared by. those various interpretations of the modus. of 
inspir�tion, which amount to little more than ·frittering it 
away. The Book is a Divine production; it is perfect, ·and 
it is the last court of appeal. I would as soon dream of 
blaspheming my Maker as of questioning the infallibility 
of His Word. 

And there will be no ·uncertain sound from us as to the
Aton.ement of our Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot leave 
the Blood out of our ministry, or the life of it will be gone; 
for we may say of the Gospel, "The Blood is the Ii£ e there.:

of." The proper substituti9n of Christ, the vicarious sac
rifice of Christ, on the behalf of His people, that they might 
live through Him-this we must publish till we die. 
\ The absolute necessity of the New Birth is also a cer
ta1nty. We come down with demonstration when we touch 
that point. We shall never poison our people with the 
notion that a moral reformation will suffice, but we will 
over and over again say to them, "Ye must be born again" 
(John 3. 7). No, we dare not flatter our hearers, but we 
must continue to tell them that they are born sinners, and 
must be born saints, o:r they will never see the face of God 
with acceptance. 
_ HOW I FOU:ND PEACE. · 

lf WAS brought up religiously, and at the age of seventeen 
11. I became a member of the church. No one asked me
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if I had been born again; indeed, such subjects were 
scarcely heard of in our part of the country. A young 
man came to our farm as a servant, and I noticed that he 
of ten read his Bible in the evenings. I thought he must 
be very religious, for none of our folks read the Bible except 
on Sundays. I asked him one day why he read the Bible so 
of ten, and said I "wondered he did not tire of it." The 
young ploughman smiled and said-"W ell, I remember 
when it was a dry enough Book to me, but ever sirice I catne· 
to know Christ as my personal Saviour, His Word has been 
a new Book to me." That word about being "s.aved" stuck 
to me. I had never heard anybody say that before, so 
I made up my mind I would watch him. My idea of people 
that held themselves up to be better than their neighbours 
was very poor; in general· I have found them to be hypo
crites. . Weeks passed, and George still read his Book, 
while I watched his ways. I found him to be a faithful 
servant, equally so when his master was absent, as when 
his eye was upon him. I said to myself-"!£ there be such 
a thing as 'being saved,' George has got it." I asked him 
one day when we were in the. field how he came to know 
and be certain of his salvation. George told me the full 
story of his conversion, finishing with these words-"It is 
not that I am· BETTER than· others. I am not saved because 
I READ AND PRAY, but simply and wholly by what . Christ 
did for ·me when He died on the Cross. His finished work 
alone is 'my resting-place. His precious blood has made 
my peace." The teaching I had got was that we were to 
"do the best we could, and hope in God's mercy." But I 
now see that not my works but Christ's finished work is 
the ground of peace with God, and I know that "by grace 
alone" I am saved (Eph. 2. 8). 

HIS WORK, NOT MINE; 

"Not of works, lest ans man should boast,, (Eph. 2. 9). 

'I do not work my soul to save, 
For that my Lord has done; 

But I would work like any slave, 
From love to God's dear Son. 
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He gave Himself upon the Cross 
A sacrifice· to be; 

And God accepts what He has done, 
To save and pardon me. 

HIS LAST CONVERT. 

FOUR years after the "Titanic" went down, through col
lision with ·an icebe�g in the Atlantic, a young Scots

man rose in a meeting in Hamilton, Canada, and said, "I 
am a survivor of the 'Titanic.' When I was drifting alone 
on a spar on that awful night, the tide brought Mr. John 
Harpe.r, of Glasgow, also on a piece of wreck, near me." 

''Man,"·he said, "are you saved?" "No," I said, "I am 
not." He replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved." · · 

The waves bore him away; but, strange to say, brought 
him back a little later, and he said, "Are you saved now?" 
"No," I said, "I cannot honestly say' that I am." He said· 
again, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved," and shortly after, he went down. 

And. there, alone in the night, and with two miles of water 
under me, I believed. I am John Harper's last convert." 

If someone were to ask you, my dear reader, this all 
important question, -what would your answer. be? Can you 
say with assurance, "I am saved and know it"? If not, 
then accept the Saviour now, believe and thou .shalt be 
saved. 

THE ROTTE� PLANK. 

A PICNIC party was visiting Hardcastle Crags. There 
is a high trestle bridge in the neighbourhooc;l, and 

one of the party, Mrs. H., started with her nephew George 
to cross this bridge. About half-way across they halted, 
and stood for a few moments in one of the recesses of the 
bridge to admire the surrounding scenery. 

"Do you think it is quite. safe, Auntie?" asked the lad, 
as he looked down from the dizzy height. "Oh, yes," 
replied the lady. The words were hardly out of her mouth, 
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however, when the plank on which she was standing gave 
way, and she fell through_ and was killed. 

At the inquest, a workmen stated that the bridge had 
decayed by the action of the weather, and that casual ob
servation would not suffice to discover how rotten the 
woodwork was. It is to be feared that, in a religious sense 
multitudes are· - standing oil planks which in reality ·ar� 
rotten, though they appear. to be all right. 

The only way of Salvation is through Christ. Every 
other hope of safety is a rotten plank, and will surely col
lapse sooner or later, and destroy those who stand thereon. 
Allow me plainly and pointedly to ask you : Upon what 
a're you resting for Salvation? Is it anything that you 
have done, or hope to do? Is it anything that you feel? 
Is it anything that you are? All these are rotten planks. 

Take warning by the untimely fate of the unfortunate 
lady. on the bridge, and make sure that you are standing 
on ground that will never give way. H.P.B. 

. BEWITCHED BY TRIFLES. 

THERE are those who care not to think of eternity, they
·. love the things of this world· so well. Eternal

matters are an· intrusion ; they do not desire to be disturbed. 
Mirabeau, the atheist, said when dying : "Give me · laud
anum, that I may not think of eternity." And many are 
in this state of mind. Give us pleasure, they say. Give 
us self-gratification, money, fame; anything, in fact, that 
will crowd out the thought of the future; any opiate that 
will dea�en the conscience and help us to forget eternity. 
And thus bewitched by the trifles of time, they pass onward 
and downward to eternity-without God-without Christ-
lost t LOST! ETERNALLY LOST! J.T.M. 

BISHOP RYLE ON HELL. 

LET others hold their peace. abo�t he�l if t�ey will-I
· dare not do so. I see 1t plainly 1n Scnpture, and

I must speak of it. I fear that thousands are on that 
broad road that leads to it, and I would fain arouse them 
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to a. sense of the peril before them. What would you say 
of the man who saw his neighbour's house in danger of 
being burned down, and never raised the cry of "Fire"? 

Call it }?ad taste if you like, to speak of hell. Call it 
charity to make things pleasant and speak smoothly, and 
soothe men with a constant lullaby of peace. From such 
notions of taste and charity may I ever be delivered! My 
notion of charity is to warn men plainly of their danger. 
My notion of taste is to declare all the counsel of God. If 
I never spoke of ·hell, I should think I had kept back some
thing that was profitable, and should look on myself as an 
accomplice of the devil. 

. Beware of new and strange doctrines about hell and the 
eternity of punishment. Beware of manufacturing a God 
of your own-a God who is all love, but not holy-a God 
who has a heaven for everybody, but a hell for none-a 
God who can allow good and bad to be side by side in 
time, but will make no distinction between good and bad in 
eternity. Such a God is an idol of your own, as really as 
Jupiter or the monstrous image of Juggernaut-as �rue .an 
idol as was ever moulded out of brass or clay. The hands 
of yout own fancy and sentin1entality hav� made hi1n. He 
is not the God of the Bible, and besides the God of the 
Bible there is no God at all. Your heaven would be no 
heaven at all. A heaven containing all sorts of characters 
mixed together indiscriminately, would be miserable discord 
indeed. Alas for the eternity of such a heaven! There 
would be little difference between it and hell. Ah, reader, 
there is a hell ! Take heed lest you find it out too late. 

Beware of being wise above that which is written. Be
ware of forming fanciful theories of your own, and then 

· trying to make the Bible square with them. Beware of
making selections from your Bible to suit your taste
refusing, like a spoilt child, whatever you think is bitter
seizing like a spoilt child whatever you think sweet. What
is all this but taking Jehudi's penknife (Jer. 36. 23) and
cutting God's Word to pieces? What does it amount to
but telling God that you, a poor short-sighted worm know
what is good for you better than He? - ' 
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It will not do; it will not do! You must take the Bible 
as it is. You must r�ad it all and believe it all. You must 
come to the reading of it in the spirit of a little child. 
Dare not to say, "I believe this verse for I like it; I receive 
this for I can understand it; I refuse that for I cannot 
reconcile it with my views." "Nay, but, 0 man, who 
art thou that repliest against God?" By what right do you 
talk in this way? Surely it were better to say over every 
chapter in the Word, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear
eth." Ah, reader:, if men were to do this they would never 
try to throw overboar� the doctrine of the eternal punish
ment of the wicked. "And these shall go away into ever
lasting punishment : qut the righteous into life eternal" 
(Matt. 25. 46). "Who among us shall dwell with the 
devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings?" (Isa. 33. 14). 

· ETERNITY! WHERE? 

''ETERNITY! Where?" It floats in the air. 
The question is solemn: Eternity-Where? 
Amid clamour or. silence, it ever is there. 

Eternity !-Where? Is aught worth a care? 
Oh ! shall ,we? Oh ! can we . but venture tq dare 
Do aught, till we settle-Eternity-· Where·? 

Eternity-. Where? -Oh, will you decide, 
And now in the Saviour of sinners confide? 
0 h ! sleep not nor take in the world any share 
Till you answer the question-"Etemity ! Where?" 

A TESTIMONY BY D. L. MOODY. 

lT DO not believe there is a word in the . Bible Satan £ears
11 more· than the word "blood." Judging from past ex
perience, I shall propably receive many letters to-morrow 
attacking me for what I have said to-day. These letters 
will say it.is "heathenish" to stand up and preach what
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Would only do for an unenlightened age. If you will read 
your Bible in the light of Calvary, you will find there is 
no other way of coming to heaven but by the Blood. The 
devil does not fear ten thousand preachers who preach 
a bloodless religion. A man who covers up the Cross, 
though he may be an intellectual man, and draw large 
crowds, cannot touch the heart and conscience. Those who 
preach the doctrine of the Cross, holding up Christ as 
the sinner's only hope of heaven, and as the sinner's only· 
substitute, -God honours, and souls are always saved where 
that truth is preached. I would rather give up my life 
thart give up this doctrine. Take that away, and what is _ 
my hope for heaven? Am I to depend upon my works? 
Away with them, when it comes to be the question of 
salv�tioh.. I must get salvation distinct and separate from 
them, for. it is "to him that worketh not, but believeth." 
None will walk the celestial pavement of heaven, but those 
washed in the blood. Sinner, how are you going to get· 
your robes clean if you don't get them made white in the 
blood of the Lamb? If you die without Christ, without 
hope and without God, wh�re will- you be? Be wise then; 

... do not make light of the Blood. 

CAN YOU �ANSWER THIS? 

M
ORTIMER J. was rather clever at doing sums, and

he liked people to give him hard ones fo solve, so 
that he might have ah opportunity of showing his skill. 

I once went to the house of his father and mother. 
Mortimer had just come home from school, and after tea 
he brought me his slate and asked me to give him a sum 
-"A good hard one," he said. 

So I gave him this one: "If a brick weighs 4 lbs. and 
half a brick, how much does a brick and a half weigh?" 

He immediately set to work, and I saw him biting away 
at the end of his slate pencil, as if that would help him! 

After a few minutes he said, "I've done it; the answer 
is 12 lbs." · 

"Right!" I replied. "But that was too easy; now let 
me give you a harder one." 

G 
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He passed me his slate, and I wrote : · "What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the the whole world and lose 
l1is own soul?" 

Mortimer �ook the slate, read the question, and looked 
at me. 

·"That's -out of the Bible," he said.
"Yes," I replied; "but can you answer it?"
"Nobody can," he said, "because there wouldn't be any

profit." 
Mortimer _was right again. H� . knew that if any one 

could have all the gold and all the diamonds that the 
world contains, he would be poor indeed if he lost his- soul. 
Our souls are worth more than all the wealth of the world. 
And they will surely be lost for ever unless we flee to the 
Saviour for refuge. None but He can save. Trying to be 
good won't keep us from being. lost. For we have all of 
us done wrong things-that is, we have· sinned; and only 
the blood of Christ can wash our sins away. This is what 
is meant by being saved. -H. P. BARKER. ·

BEWARE! I 

T
HE above word is well known and often seen,· all fools

ignore it, but all wise people re�pect it when they �see 
it and take note of the danger of which it speaks. 

This word occurs in the Bible as a solemn warning· to 
all men and women, it is one of God's sign-posts set up 
by Him upon the sands of time to warn men of danger to 
come. The exact quotation is this-"Because there is wrath, 
beware, lest He take thee away with His stroke, then a 
great ransom cannot deliver thee." 

Man says there is no wrath to come, but .God says there 
is, and you may believe either man, who does not kn9w, 
or God who does. 

Man said there was no wrath, no judgment to come, at 
the Flood, but he was wrong, for the day that N_oah enter�d 
into the Ark the Flood came, all believed in the judgment 
then, but it was too late. The men of Sodom would have 
told you that all things continued as they were, but they 
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were wrong, for as soon as Lot had made his escape, fire 
came down from heaven and burnt up these cities, they 
all believed .in the coming judgment when they saw the 
fire, but it was too late. Pharaoh thought his son perfectly 
safe on the Passover night, but he was wrong, for when 
the angel of death came upon that land it was only those 
who were sheltered -�nder the blood that escaped. All were 
wrong, they could not read the future, and would not 
believe· in the God who could. 

It_ is because the all-seeing eye of God sees the coming 
wrath that H;e says ""Beware." He may take you away 
with His stroke, then a great ransom could not deliver 
you. If words m�an anything at all then these words mean 
that if death comes upon you and finds you unprepared, 
there will not be the slightest chance_ after death, no de
liverance from sin, no hope of salvation, no heaven. 

Reader will you give heed to God's warning or· will you 
run the risk of losing your ·own soul? The eyes that read 
these lines may suddenly close in death, you cannot deny 
the possibility or risk the probability, ·therefore "Beware." 

Your streng_th niay suddenly fail and as you lay on youi
bed of �ickness· you may stretch out your hand to reach 
your Bible-and fail, therefore "Beware." 

You may leave your _soul's salvation until it is too late, 
until you _lose co�sciousness; yo� may seek in your extreme 
weakness to ask the way of salvation, and your voice fade 
into the silence of death, so -to remain until you are called 
to_ answer the summons to j udgment, _then_ a great ransom 
canp.9t d�liver thee, therefore "Beware." 

God never gives a man a warning without showing him 
a way·· of· .escape. God . never shows a man he is on the 
road-to Hell without showing him the way to Heaven. In 
the days of Noah there was a way of escape in the Ark, 
but only one way .. · In the days of Sodom there was a 
way .of escape made for Lot, but only one way. On the 
Passover night there was a way of escape by taking shelter 
under, the blood, but it was only one way. In this the 
,day of Go_d's Grace there is a way of escape but only 
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one way. The Lord Jesus Chdst said "I am the way, 
the truth and the life, NO MAN cometh unto the Father 
but by Me." 

God's voice sounds irt youi- ear saying "Flee from the 
wrath to come," and if you listen you will heat the voice 
of the Lord Jesus Christ saying, "Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden-and I will give you rest�" 

Reader you are your own master, you can come to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, confess your sins ahd receive salvation; 
or you can neglect God's great salvation and be eternally 
lost. - . 

Which will you do? J. STANLEY CoLLINS.

COUNTERFEITS. 

C
OINS, yes, no doubt ah.out it; and of various siieSi 

But whatever can they mean by exhibiting them in 
a railway booking office? . ' · 
. A friend and I were standing jn the booking hall _of a 

Railway .Station, asking for our tickets to go by the Express 
for the north, due in a few minutes, when we observed 
what appeared to be a row of- silver co1ns, nailed to 
the windo·w ot the boo�ing �:>ffice. The clerk smiled as_ he 
heard our remarks, and said, . "Th�y are counterfeit coins, 
sir, every one of them, that peop�e have tried to pass as 
genuine silver." "I suppose you �ave put theni up there 
as a warning to oth�rs µot to tty the �ame game,'; I said. 
"That's· it,. sir," rejoined the clerk. They certainly looked 
very like the teal thing .. They Were the same_ in &ize and 
out:war� appearance; in fact some of them looked brighter 
than the genuine coins I was giving him in payment of my 
ticket. But they had not the genuin� ring, and wh�n tested 
they were found to be false. I had just time to see a small 
instrument fixed to the counter; evidently for the purpose 
_of testing the dotibtf ul ones, when the Express steamed 
into the station, and in a few minutes we were all off. But 
I often think of the counterfeit coins and the testing in
strument, and of the likeness they beat to greater things. 

There are real Christians in this world ; men and women 
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who have been born of God, and are on the way to Heaven. 
There are many hypocrites also, who try to pass themselves 
off as r�al Christians. They have all tlie outward show 
that is nece�sary� but in the sight of God they are base 
metal. They have not the genuine ring about them. When 
the testing day comes, it will be made manifest that they 
are counter£ eits, People point at them and quote their 
inconsistencies, as if every child of God were a hypocrit�, 
because they are. But this -is unfair. Reasoning in this 
way, I might as well conclude that every silver coin is a 
counterfeit, because the coins on the window were found 
to be so. But it i� just the opposite. The very fact that 
there are false coins proves the existence of what is real. 
Counterfeit sovereigns would never have been coined but 
for the existence of real ones. · But the genuine sovereignis nothing the worse because of the counter£ eit; nor is the 
true child of God any the less so because there are hypo
crites. Hypocrites there ever have been, hypocrites there 
ever will be here. It suits the devil to have it so. But_ the 
real currency is' of the Lord. 

Reader, are you a hypocrite? Do you keep up the out
ward profession qf being a Christian, when in _the sight 
of God you know it is a sham? Your day is coming. The 
mask will drop, and the voice of the Son of God will 
declare-"! NEVER KNEW You." 

PREACHING. BACKWARDS. 

,; THEY preach th� gosp�l backwards who say, "Get better·· before you come;" or, ·"You must feel before you 
can believe"; or, "Yoµ must do, befor� it can be done"; 
who. make works the way of salvatior:i. 

Some say men are saved by the deeds of the law, but 
Scripture says, "'By the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified." There is. only one w_ay, and that "the 
new and living way/' the Lord Jesus Christ, who says of 
Uimself, "I am the W�y." Then, after taking. Christ, and 
entering the way, comes obedience and good deeds. But 
every pappines�, arising from so-called good deeds before 
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coming to Christ for salvation, is but a salve of Satan for 
the conscience, and a barrier to keep. the soul from Christ. 

Reader, come to Jesus. Come now, while you have time 
and opportunity, for to-morrow niay be too_ late: •'Behold, 
now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. 6. 2). 

''BUT ARE YOU - SURE?" 

C
AN you tell me the way to--?" "Well, I think you

must take the first turning to the left." "But. are you 
sure?" "No; I'm not sure." ."Oh, then, that won't do for 
me, I must ask someone else!" "I see, friend, you're too 
wise to waste five minutes for want of being sure of being 
on the right_ road. Are you equally· wise about your_ soul? 
Let me ask you, What is your hope for eternity?" Well, you 
say, 'I think if a man d9es his . best, and-.' . Stop a bit, 
if 'I THINK' is not enough to depend upon for. time, surely 
it . will never do for eternity?" "Get your Bible, please; 
get it now, before yoti read another word, and look for 
John's First Epistle; it's nearly at the end of the book. 
Now find the fifth chapter and the thirteenth verse. What 
does it say? 'These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 

_ know that ye have eternal life.' Man's religion, man's try
ing, man's best, all. end in 'I THINK'; but when once man 
drops his thoughts to believe God's Word, then the blessed 
'I know' of faith casts out for ever the 'I THINK' of un
belief.'' 

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? (Matt. 22. 42). 

I LOVE GOD, and so I rest. 
Oh ! ·Better, 

GOD Loves ME, and so rest I.

FOUR LETTERS DID IT. 

W
ORK was over for the day, and Jim sat down to rest

. beside the open fireplace in the oak-beamed kitchen·; 
his wife, busy with her sewing, sat opposite. Jim drew a 
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bit nearer to the lamp on the table to read-not the news
paper, but the big old- Bible to which he had begun to tum 
in his hour of need. Slowly he read on-till suddenly he 
stopped, looking intently. at the words that were staring 
him in the face with new and wonderful meaning. Just 
four letters had caught his eye, and in a moment the Light 
of God flashed the great truth of that one word right down 
into the depths of his. anxious soul. 

"He that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting life!�' 
"'Believeth-Hath !' If I believe, I have. Lord, I be:

lieve, help Thou mine unbelief." 
There was just a moment's wonderfµl silence, then Jim 

cried: 
"Why, wife-I'm sav.ed-and I know it!" 
Mrs. Fairhall dropped her sewing and looked up with 

startled eyes. 
"How do you know?"· 

· Jim brought his hand down upon the -open page be£ ore 
him. 

"IT SAYS SO HERE ! Listen ! 'He that believeth on 
the Son HATH Everlasting Life!' I believe-I have
God says so,!" 

From that moment, Jim was a witness in his own ljttle 
village-anywhere, everywhere-to the power of the l�ving 
God. 

"That little word of four letters did it!" he loved to say. 
"God showed me His way of Salvation here, in my own· 
home-over His own Word. Those four letters did it
H-A-T-H !P-Qur Own Magazine.

NOT PRAYER BUT FAITH NEEDED. 

A
N a�ious inquirer to whom I had plainly put the great

gospel command "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ" 
constantly baffled my attempts to lead her out of self to 
Christ. At last she cried out, "Pray for me, pray for me!" 

She seemed greatly shocked when I replied, "I will do 
nothing of the kind. I have prayed for you before; but 
if you refuse to believe the word of the Lord I do not 
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see what I can pray for. God bids you believe in His Son, 
and if you will not do so, but persist in making God a 
liar, you will perish, and you richly deserve it." 

This brought her to her bearings. She begged me to 
tell her the way of salvation again.· She quietly received 
it as a little child, her frame quivered, her face brightened, 
�nd she cried, "Sir, I can believe, I do believe, and I am 
saved. Thank you for refusing to comfort my unbelief.'! 
Then she said very softly, "Will you pray for me now?" 
Assuredly I did, and we rejoiced together that we could 
offer the prayer of faith. S. 

� 

HOW TO GET FAITH. 

S
OME say faith is the gift of God. So is the air; but

· you have to breathe it. So is bread; but you have
to eat it. So. is water; but you have to drink it. Sorpe ar� 
wanting a•·.miraculous kind of feeling. That is. not faith. 
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God" (Rom. 10. 17). That is whence faith comes. It is 
not for me to sit down and wait for faith to come stealing 
over me with a strange sensation; but it is for me to take 
God at His Word. And you cannot believe unless you have 
something to believe. So take the Word as it •is written, 
and appropriate it, and lay hold of it. In John 6. 47, 48 
we read : "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth 
on me He ·bath everlasting Iif e. I am that bread of life." 
There is the bread right at hand. Partake of it. I might 
have· 1housands of loaves within my home, and as many 
hungry men waiting. They might assent to the fact that 
the bread was there; but unless they commenced eating, 
their hunger would not be satisfied. So Christ is the bread 
of Heaven; and as the body feeds on natural food, so 
the �oul must feed on Christ. Believe and live. 

D.L.M.

LIVING A GOOD LIFE. 

M
y shoemake"r is a religious, industrious man, but on

his own confession, he is not saved. I was in his 
shop lately, arranging to have some boots repaired, and 
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took the opportunity of asking him if his_ soul· was saved. 
"No, sir; but I am trying to live a good life." I was 
f arced to tell him that he could no · more get to heaven 
that way thari through trying to fly there by flapping . his 
�rms like wings. He seemed quite astonished at the state
m�nt. It would be a thousand times easier for a strong 
per�on to rais� himself in a tub by his own strength, than 
it would be for a sinner to raise himself one inch nearer to 
God by "good works." 

Perhaps, like my shoemaker friend, you are astonished, 
and ask, "Why cannot · a person be saved by a good Ii£ e 
and good deeds?" The answer is extremely simple and 
final: Because it is not God's Way. It is not a sinner's good 
life that will ever save us, but it is Christ's good death that 
saves us. The fairest h�man Ii£ e is but a faulty thing, 
when seen by the searching· eyes of a holy God, and if 
you have nothing better to offer to God than · your good · 
Ii£ e, it will go ill with you in the day of judgment. Rest 
your soul on Christ's death for salvation first, and then 
live as good a Christian life, and perform as many good 
works as possible. Do it now! T.B. 

THE DOCTOR'S ADVICE. 

A 
WOMAN called one day upon Dr. Chalmers iri Edin

burgh in great <l:istress of mind. ''Oh, Doctor," she 
exclaimed, ·"tell me what I must do to get peace· with God?" 

"Nothing/' said the Doctor. "There's nothing to do." 
f'N othing ?" exclaimed the visitor. "Is that all the co·m-

fort you have to give me?" · 
-"Yes, that's all," said the Doctor. 'f I cannot tell you to 

do what has already been done. Christ has done it all. 
He has finished the work : He has made peace with God. 
You have nothing therefore to do, but you have something 
to receive, as a free gift." 

"I see it-see it," said the woman. "That's where I've 
been wrong all the time ; wanting to do something, instea,d 
of believing all has been done. She left the Doctor's 
house rejoicing in the knowledge of salvation, and at 
peace with God.'r 
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All that was needed to do or to pay, 
Jesus has done in His own blessed way. 
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Reader, are you working for salvation, or waiting for 
something to be done by God for you. Know this, that 
Christ has finished the work, by which a sinner is brought 
to God, and you are called by God to believe His testimony 
concerning His Son. 

BEHOLD THE LAMB . 

. I do not look within, 
· There is no healing there;

· Nothing but inbred sin, · · 

A heart all full of care. 

'Tis Christ the Crucified, 
Alone brings joy to me; 

The Lamb of God who died, 
For sinners on the tree. 

On Him alone I rest, 
His precious blood my plea·; 

I trust it, and am blest, 
Now, and eternally. 

HUNDREDS OF YEARS TOO LATE. 

O
NE night a young man came into a Gospel meeting

earnestly inquiring, "What must I do to be saved?" 
"You are too late," said a frienci to the anxious inquirer. 
"Oh, do not say that," exclaimed the young man, "for I 
earnestly desire salvation; I would do anything or go any
where to obtain it." "I cannot help it," said the other; 
"you are too late, for your salvation was completed many 
hundred years ago in the person of Jesus Christ, and it 
is a finished work. All you have to do is simply to accept 
•it; for you have done nothing, and can do nothing to
merit salvation. It is a free gift to all who will accept it."
The anxious inquirer understood it all in a minute, and
accepted the offered gift, seeing he was not worthy himself,

, I 
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but trusting in Jesus, who can "save to the uttermost, all 
that come unto God by Him." · 

A gentleman is dying. Turning to his wife he says, 
"TeU all' the people not to leave the question of their .soul's 
salvation to their death-beds. Had I done so, I should 
have been lost, for I'm too weak now to think about it." 
These were almost his last words. Dear unsaved reader, 
have they no voice for you? Remember God says, ''Boast 
not thyself of to-morrow, fo'r thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth" (Prov. 27. 1). 

S� VED ON A LINER. 

O
N a Summer Sunday evening, many years ago, a you�g

man walked the streets of London; downcast and 
weary: He had been living a fast Ii£ e, with the usual 
result of a tarnished character and an. empty purse. He 
was· to sail for New York on the following morning, and
a' Christian friend who had vainly sought to arrest him on 
his downward course, pleaded with him to spend his last 
night in England hearing Rowland Hill preach. 

Surrey Chapel w·as filled that evening with an eager 
crowd; brought together to hear the faithful but often 
grotesque preaching of that earnest man. It may have 
been curiosity· that led the young man there, but at anyrate 
he found himself seated in the congregation. Mr. Hill's 
text was : ·"We are not ignorant of his dev_ices." After 
reading it, he abruptly proceeded: "I was walking along 
the street the other day and saw a drove of pigs following 
a inan. This excited my curiosity, for, as you all know, 
pigs are uncommonly queer animals to drive, and if you 
want them to go one way, they invariably take another. 
But this man seemed to have no difficulty; the pigs followed 
jostling and grunting after him as eager as possible. I 
followed ·on, and to my surprise I found they were going 
to the slaughter-house. They went in, and the door closed 
behind them. I waited -till the man came o_ut, and asked 
him how he had managed to lead them there . so easily. 
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The man laughed and said, 'Maybe you did not see the bag 
of beans under my ann. I knew I would have a pretty 
morning's work taking them here if I didn't humour them 
a bit, so I got some beans which they are particularly fond 
of, and dropped them along the road. And you saw how 
they scampered along picking up the beans, never thinking 
they were going to the slaughter,' and this is the way," 
continued the preacher, raising his voice and turning his 
penetrating glance on the pew where the young prodigal 
sat, "that the devil is leading some of you captives at his 
will down to hell. He knows full well how to please and 
lead you on. He drops his beans right along the road, 
and very soon, for some, the last bean will be picked up� 
then the gates of hell will close behind you." The young 
man was arrested on the spot. The story of the bean�, 
with its striking application to the wiles and devices of 
the devH iq ruining souJs, by scattering the world's folli�s 
jn their path, carried the arrow of convicti9n to his soul. 

Next day he sailed for N t;w York, and anxiously his 
friend waited for news of his arrival, and at last it c�me. 
With joyful surprise he read: "I ain glad to tell you I 
am a converted man. The words of that earnest man, 
especially the opeqing words about the devil's be�ns, ar
rested and awakened me. l saw where I was going, how 
Sat�n was luring me on, and what my doom �nd destiny 
must be. By the grace of God I am saved, to fo}Jow a 
better Leader, and walk in a new path, I shall ever thank 
God for -that good man's words, which arrested me, and for 
words of further help. from one on board the ship, by which 
I was led to the Saviour, just before I lost .my �oul for 
ever." Reader, are you being led on to death and hell by 
the devil's beans? 

The "pleasures of sin," often very palatable, you will 
taste for the -last time one day. Then the agonies of hell, 
the closing of hell's door behind you, the doom of the 
qamned-your portion for ever. To-day a God of love 
yearns over your soul, and wants to save you. Christ is 
able, ready, and willing. "Turn ye, turn ye, for why will 
ye die?" 
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NEITHER SAVED NOR LOST. 

W
HEN you hear of a shipwreck, you are generally

told how many were saved, and how many were lost; 
but you never heard of any who were half saved-that is 
neither lost nor saved. You would smile at such a state
ment, and say, "Each person·belonging to the ship is either 
lost or saved-either alive or dead-· there are no halves 
about it." Yet, strange to say, there are people pretending 
to be l(religious," who profess to be neither saved nor 
lost. When you go straight up to them and ask, "ARE 
YOU' SAVED?" they fence you off by saying, "We do not 
go that length." "Well, are YOU LOST?" "Oh no, not so 
bad as that, by any means." "Well, what are you?" 

But here they come to a standstill. They try to make 
themselves· out to belong to the middling class of people
neither lost nor saved. No such class of persons is found 
in the Bible. 

Reader, do you belong to the middling sort of people, 
who are heithet saved· nor lost, and going neither to heaven 
nor ·hell? 'Then God's message to you is, "YE MUST be 
born again" (John 3. 7). Now, don't be offended at that; 
for conversion to God is a reality. It is passing from death 
unto life; being saved or lost; on your way to heaven or . 
hell. Come now as a lost sinner to Jesus. "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16. 31). 

But is there -not such a person as a Christian who has 
been a Christian all his days? Not such a person. Some 
people believe that; the devil gets them to believe it. They 
have been brought up in a Christian land, they say, taught 
the- Bible and prayers from their infancy and believe every
thing .. But this is all a delusion. They don't believe every
thing. They don't believe what God says about them
selves. If they did, they would see at once that they must 
be "born again." They would see that Bible and prayers 
cannot supply the place of Christ. They would flee to 
Him and be saved. But they have never got moved out of 
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their own self-righteousness, ·so they are still unsaved. The 
question may be asked, What will become of such persons·? 
Well, unless they are converted to God be£ ore they die, 
they will be in hell for ever. That's what the Bible says. 
"Except a, man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God" (John 3. 3). It also says, "Whosoever was not 
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake 
of fire" (Rev. 20. 15). Surely these verses make it plain 
enough, that unless YOU are born again, you will never 
be in heaven, and if· not in heaven, you must be· in hell.

THE OPEN DOOR. 

T
HERE is a well known proverb which says "While

there is life there is hope." Most folk accept this- as 
, gospel t�uth. 

Believe. it in most cases if you wish, generally speaking 
I suppose it is ,true, but- do not trust it when considering the 
question of ·your soul's salvation, or you will be deceived. 

�t ·is not your life which limits your chance of. �alvation
it is the_ duration. of the day of God's Grace. This day is 
very rapidly_ drawing to a close, it may terminate before you 
have finished ,reading these lines. The Lord Jesus Christ 
may come at any moment and take.all who believe in Him 
away. In that day there will_ be great gladness for all who 
are taken and great sadness for all who are left; the Scrip
ture will have been fulfilled which says, "The Master· of 
the House . .has risen up and shut to the door." Many will 
have life •in that day but none who are left will hav:e hope 
of salvation. 
- Many in that day will be shut out, we know for certain

they will, because the Scripture tells us what they will say, 
they will knock against the closed door and say; "�rd ! 
Lord! open_ unto us."_ Remember the door once shut will 
never be opened again, knocking will be of no use, crying 
will be .of no use, all in that day who are outside will be 
outside of heaven for all eternity. 
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What a terrible day that will be, the world will go on 
much the. same as it does to-day, there will- be men and 
women living on the earth surrounded with the latest find
ings of. science, with every. luxury, the churches in many 
cases will still be presided over by so-called ministers of 
r_eligion, but all without exception will have been shut out, 
all will be in the fullest sense of the word "without God and 
without hope in the world." 

Reader, this may happen to-day. If it did how terrible 
would be your position, to delay accepting Christ so long 
that at length the door is closed on you for ever. Loved 
ones shut in, perhaps your own family shut in, your own 
children, and you yourself shut out. 

Tremble as you read at such an awful possibility, and let 
the words linger long in your memory "you yourself shut 
out." 

It may be that in that day you will have a good position, 
extensive property, a big bank, balance, but what will it all 
be worth as you realise th�t you yourself are shut out?. 

Plenty of Bibles, plenty of churches, plenty of minis�ers, 
but no longer plenty_ of opportunities! In _that great and 
terrible day God says that men will call upon Him but 
He will not answer, they will seek Him, but they shall not 
find Him, they will knock, they will cry for mercy, but the 
door will never be opened. 

Why delay a moment? 
Thanks be unto GC?d that while you still · read these lines 

you are living in the day of God's grace and not in the 
awful day of His J udgment. That door of salvation is 
still open, there is nothing to prevent your entering, you 
can do so now, there is nothing to pay to get inside, Christ 
has paid it all. ·why risk eternity in Hell? Why still turn 
your back on that open door? Why make shipwreck of 
your future by listening to the lie of the Devil? 

The Lord Jesus Christ says "I am the Door," and He 
is the only door. He says "I am the Way," and He is 
the only way. You enter by Jesus the Door and you pro-
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ceed by Jesus the Way. 

104 

Oh ! Reader· see clearly that the way to Heaven is 
· through a Person and not through a system however good.
Jesus said "NO MAN cometh unto the Father but by Me."

The door of Mercy has been open now for nearly two 
thousand years, and the time draws near when it will close. 
Hasten, hasten sinner, even now it may be turning on its·

- hinges! · 
J. ·STANLEY COLLINS.
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