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PREF.ACE. 

THE following pages contain Notes of Addresses delivered by 

our departed brother, Henry Cummins of Bow, Devon. 

They have been furnished by Christian friends, who hacl the 

privilege of hea�·ing them, and of receivi�g much help and 

blessing through them. 

They are now sent forth with the earnest desire, that the 

Lord may abundantly use the1n in ministering edification to 

His beloved people, as He often did through the lips of His 

serTant, whom He has been pleased to call to his rest. 

The subjects embrace doctrinal, practical, and ecclesiastical 

truths, and the Book will be found suitable to give to fellow

saints everywhere. That it mny prove a means of leading 

all who read it to know more of Christ, and to cleave closer 

to the ,v ord of God, is the desire and prayer of those who 

have been privileged to prepare it ... 

December, 1891. E. H.B. 
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THE 

CALLING AND REDEMPTION 
OF THE 

PEO.PLE OF GOD. 
--:o:--

E
VERY servant of God upon w·hosc heart He has laid 

the solemn i�esponsibility of ministering the vV ord 
of truth, ought surely to be animated by the spirit 

evinced in the apostle's ·words recorded in Eph. i. 15-20, 
,vhere he prays, that " the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the kno,vledge of Him. The 
eyes of your understanding-(heart, R. v. )-being enligh t
ened, that ye may kno,v ,vhat is the hope of His calling,

and ,vhat the riches of the glory of Hts inheritance in 
the saints.'' 

It is saddening indeed to think, p.ow f e,v Christians 
appear exercised to know, and enjoy all these spiritual
blessz"ngs, which the Holy Spirit is so ready to reveal to 

. our souls through the Word of truth. ,vho can estimate 
the loss that ,ve sustain: by neglecting to " Search the 
Scriptures,'' and to appropriate by faith " the unsearch
able riches of Christ,'' remembering that "things present, 
and things to come, all are ours, and we are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's. 

In Deut. xi. 24, God told Israel by His servant Moses, 
",Everyplace whereon the soles of yourfeet shalltreadshall 
be your:;, fron1 the wilderness and Lebanon, from the 
river Euphrates even unto the utterinost sea, shall be 
your coast." That bro�d expanse of land which "flow_ed 
with milk and honey," and is so often called "a good 
land : a land of hills and valleys, which clrinketh ,vater 



of t.ho rnin of hoavon.'' Concerning this, God sai<l to Ilia 
pooplo Isrn.ol (Dont. vi., vii.), thnt I--Ic hn<l lovcd them, and 
chosen th01n to be n special pooi)lo unto f[imsolf. That 
Ho hn<.l not only calkd thon1 in sovo1·oign grace, but also 
redeemed th01n, n.nd brought thorn out from Egypt, that 
Ho might bring them into tho enjoyment of that "good 
land.» J oshnn. also in1prcssod upon this people the will 
of Jehovah concerning them, reminding them that what 
He required of thon1 ,vas, to " fear the Lord their Goel, 
to "ralk in all His ,vays, and to love Him and serve IIim 
·with nll their heart, and ,vith all their soul.'' They were
enjoined to " cleave to the Lord, to swear by His Name,
to hearken diligently unto His comn1andments, to lay up
His ,vords in their hearts and their souls, to bind them
for a sign upon their hands that they might be as frontlets
bet,veen their eyes. That they should teach them
unto their children, speaking of them ,vhen they sat in
their houses, when they walked by the "ray, ,vhen they
lay do,vn, and whe:r:i they rose up. And the result of
their ,valking in separation and obedience thus was, the
fulfilment of the promise, that they should enjoy "days of
heaven upon earth." Dear fellow-saints, my heart's desire
is, that the ministry of God's vV ord may lead our souls
into a fuller apprehension of that wondrous sphere of
privilege and blessing, into ,vbich Divine grace has
brought us by God's call and redentption, so that it may help
us into a fuller enjoyment of those "spiritual blessings
in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus," of which the milk
and honey, the corn and wine, and 111ineral riches of Canaan,
,vere only typical f oreshadowings. Just as l\Ioses and
Joshua reviewed all these things to Israel, in order that
their hearts and consciences n1ight be exercised, and
God's claims upon them strengthened, so ,vould ,vo
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remind you of the bound]ess privileges and inestimable 
blessings, which soverign grace has called ·us into "through
the Rede11zption that is in Christ Jesus,'' and ,vhich He 
besto,vs upon us through the Holy Spirit, as w·e by faith 
appropriate those " exceeding great and precious 
promises," and thus kno,v experimentally the "all things" 
"rhich are ours. 

N o·w let us turn Olµ' thoughts to the practical con
sideration of ,vhat God has been pleased to declare, in 
relation to THE CALLING OUT OF HIS PEOPLE, and His 
purposes concerning them in the ,vorld. A very flt 
illustration of this is found in Gen. xii. 1. There '' God
called Abranz,'' and said unto him-." Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will shew thee." To prove the 
analogy, ,ve have only to turn to Acts xv. 14.-" Simeon 
hath declared, how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
TO TAKE OUT OF THEM A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME.'' Paul also 
testifies how that God had said " deltvering thee fron1 the 
people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now_ I send thee,

to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Sat�n unto God, that they 
might receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance an1ong 
them which are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts 
xxvi. 18.) Surely this is in ,accord ,vith the words of
our blessed Lord, in John xvii. 6-16-" I have manifested
Thy Nan1e unto the men which Thou gavest me out of
the ,vorld. '' " They are not of the ,vorld, even as I am
not of the world.''

Further, by reference to Rom. iv. 11-12-16, and Gal. 
iii. 9, we s�e that "They ·which be of faith, having
received the promise of the Spirit through faith, are
blessed ·with faithful Abraham." In Heb. xi. 8, God
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commends him to us as an example of faith, because he 
obeyed "tke call of God" tQ go out into a place ,vhich 
he should after receive for an inheritance. This 

. principle of separation to God, occupation of the place, and 
engagement in the work, which His call assigns to us, is 
clearly the only recognised path of blessing set before 
God's people in the Scriptures of truth. Therefore, 
,vhenever the worship and testimony with which we are 
associated, is not in accord ,vith God's will, our obligation 
is to " Come out, and be separate '' (2 Cor. vi. 17); to 
" cease to do evil, and learn to do well " (Isa. i. 16) ; 
remembering also the words of our blessed Lord, who 
said-" If any man serve Me, let him follow Me," and 
the call in Heh. xiii. 13-" Let us go forth there£ ore 
unto Hin1, without the camp, bearing His reproach." 

In Ex. vi. 6-8 we get J ehovah's sevenfold de_claration 
concerning the seed of Abraham. " I ,vill bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rid you 
of their bondage, and I will redeem you ,vith a stretched
out arm, and with great judgments. And I will take you to 
n1e for a people, and I ,vill be toyoua God. I will bringyou 
into the land, and I will give it to you for an inheritance;:r 
a111 Jehovah.'' Then in Ex. xxxiii. 15, ,ve get the ,vords of 
I\1oses to Jehovah-" '\¥herein shall it be kno,vn here 
that I and Thy people have found grace in Thy sight 1 
Is it not that Thou goest with us, so shall ,ve be 
separated, I and Thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth." When Balaam declared God's 
thoughts concerning His red·eemed people (Numbers 
xxiii: 9), he said : "The people shall dwell alone, and 
shall not be reckoned among the nations." If ,ve connect 
this with Ex. viii. 23, we ]earn there: "I will put a 
division (margin redemption,) between my people and thy 
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people, to-n1orro"' shall this sign be." So that the blood 
of the paschal lamb, sprinkled on Israel's door-posts, and 
the ,vatcrs of the Red Sea, separated Israel by a typical 
rede1nption from Egypt, which represented the world, 
""'hich lies in the wicked One," and where all by nature 
are bond-slaves of sin, serving divers lusts, according 
to the teaching· of John viii., and Rom vi. It was 
in the midst of this CALLED OUT and SEPARATED PEOPLE,

(marked as such by the covenant of circumcision), that 
God made His dwelling-place, and filled it with His glory. 

That so few Christians have learned the lessons of 
solemn import ,vhich the Holy Spirit teaches us by these 
things, is a matter that involves inestimable loss of power 
for testimony, and robs them of the enjoyment of 
communion ,vith Him, "who is despist:d and rejected of 
men." He speaks to us in that closing book of Revelation. 
as still outside this great Babylon in which we live.· 
Now, in order to get the full bearing of the Holy �pirit's 
teaching respecting "The call of God," and the separation 
unto Hi111self, which it enjoins� we will first refer 'to the 
several aspects of this call, as found in the Epistles to the 
Romans, Corinthians, and Gahttians. Observe, that the 
first refers to the world's political power, the second to its 
philosophy or pride of kno,vledge, and the last, to its 
religion, from all ·of which, (lod's call has separated us. 
Rom. i. 7 says we are "called saints" (i.e., separated ones), 
see v. 1, ,vho have been detached from tlle associations 
and ways of our unconverted state, and called "to w·alk 
"in newness of life " (vi. 4). Further, viii. 38 re111ind us, 
that "God has called us according to His purpose," that ,ve 
are "the called of Christ Jesus," and therefore occupy 
the same :relationship as He did, to the ruling po,vers of 
this earth. According to J ohnxvii. 16, and xv. 19, Christ's 
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separation iA to bo tho measure of ours. Rom. xiii. 
;1ofh1oe mn· relationship to the ruling powers of this earth, 
n.11tl, withont controversy, a Christian's obligations in all
thoso 1nattors nro lhnitod to obedience to the revealed
"'ill of Goel. W o thorof ore learn from this chapter, that
wo hnvo shnply to render to earthly rulers their "due,"
ron10n1boring that ,vo "n.re not of the ,vorld." That the
Cross of Christ typi fi cd in tho Red Sea, separates us from
tho w·orld, and it is therefore most unbecoming on the
pn.rt of any Christian, to interfere in its politics, because
we n.ro strangers here, and our citizenship is in heaven,
"fron1 whence wo look for the Saviour the Lord Jesus
Christ" (Phil. iii. 20). And in connection with "this
blessed hope" we learn from Titus ii. 14 , that "He gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works," Accordingto 2 Thess. ii. 13, the means whereby
God CALLED us was " the Gospel,'' and this was " to
eternal life" (1 Tim. vi. 12), and ," to inherit blessing
an<l eternal glory" (1 Pet. iii. 9 ; v. 10).

Then we get another phase of the world in the epistle 
to the Corinthians, where God deals,vith its>visdom aodits 
philosophy. Chapters i. and ii. tell us, ho,v the cross of 
Christ exposes the vanity of all that man is "in the flesh.''
That, apart from Divine revelation, '' He knows not God,'' 
aud the very inscription "Agnosto Thoe," upon the altar 
at Athens, was the confession of earth's greatest philos
ophers that they had utterly failed to acquire any right 
knowledge of God, or of their future state. Apart fron1 the 
Holy Spirit's teaching no one can. Out from among these 
,voddly ,vise ones, God has called some, who are reminded 
(1 Cor. i. 26-31,) of their calling, and how God has chosen
foolish thin gs, and base things, and weak things, to 
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confound the pride and conceit of man in the flesh, who 
has to learn that, "If any man seemeth to be wise in this 
world, let him become a fool that he may be wise" (iii. 18). 
"For the weapons of our warf arc are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, 
castin� down imaginations and every high thin_g tbatexalt
eth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing jnto 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 
Oh, what sorrow an9 backsliding of heart and ways 
would have been spared, if God's people had learned that 
they are " called unto the fellowahip of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.'' And that we ·" have peen sanctified unto 
obedience," so that "no man liveth unto himself, for 
whither we live or die, we are the Lord's. For to this 
end Christ both died and rose, and revived, that He 
might be LORD, both of the dead and living" (Rom. xiv. 7). 
Further, we learn in 2 Cor. v. 15,-"That He died for all
that t.hey who live, should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them and rose 
again.:' May the Holy Spirit teach us more fully the 
meaning of being "called unto the fellowship of Jesus 
Christ our Lord," so that we may respond to His claims 
upon us, in every sphere of our lives, and act in accord with 
His words who said : " One is your Master, even Christ, 
and all ye are brethren." 

But the call of God has not only separated us fron1 
the politics, and carnal wisdom o,f the world, but Gal. i. 
4-16 says we are called by His grace, and redee1ned, that
He might be " deliver us from this present evil age,
according to the will of God." Now what is referred
to, by the expression "This present evil age," ,vas
evide

'
ntly that J udaizing religion, ,vhich saps the found

ations of Christianity. The n1ixture of la,v and gra·ce
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which neutralizes the power of the Cross of Christ, and 
is characterised in this age as "another gospel." Satan 
uses this, to drug the consciences of millions in our day. 
He has manufactw"ed various forms of religion, to suit 
every constitution of the natural mind, and people who 
have not learned the distinctive character of this dispen
sation of grace in which we live, are easily beguiled by 
"the wiles of the devil, '' when presented in a religious 
garb of ceremonialism and of legal observance. The true 
antidote to this, is found in Gal. vi.-" God forbid tha·t I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by ,vhich the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
,vorld. For in Christ .T esus neither circumcision availeth 
anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation " There
fore Paul wrote "Ichabod" on all thing spertaining tothe 
world's religion (Phil. iii.) and in the apprehension of 
"the HIGH CALLING OF Gon in Christ Jesus," he said: 
'' \Vhat things ,vere gain to me, these I counted lo3s for 
Christ." 

This brings us to the character of our calling, as childr�n 
of God. It·is a HIGH CALLING, because the God of all grace 
has called us into fellowship ,vith His Son, who has been 
exalted above the heavens to fill all. Hannah's song_ 
in 1 8am. i. 8 was a foreshadowing of this. "He raiseth 
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the begg:.\r 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, �nd to 
make them inherit the throne of glory." Dear fellow
saints, do we not need to meditate upon "the exceeding 
riches of God's grace," th�t has called us sinners into 
such an exalted sphere of blessing 1 Ho,v this should 
affect the character of our worship and service, and lead 
us into a more consistent separation from "all that is 
not of the Father, but of the world." Further, we learn 
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from 2 Tim. i. 9, that "He bath saved us, and called us 
with AN HOLY CALLING, not according to our ,vorks, but 
according to His own purposes and grace, w·hich was in 
Christ Jesus be£ ore the world began." Wherever we 
turn, the solemn fact is urged upon our consideration as 
Christians, that, "as He that bath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of living, because it is ,vritten, 
1:>e ye holy, £or I am holy'' (I Pet. i. 15. R.v.) Once we as 
believers realize the fact that we are a heavenly people, 
our walk and conversation on the earth will be influenced 
by this our standing before God, and separation ,vill bo 
,vritten upon all that we arc, and do. And we ,vill feel 
the utter impossibility of having fellowship with any 
political, philanthropic, or religious movement, that is 
not in harmony ,vith God's revealed will. Just as we 
shall also seek grace individually to "walk as He walked," 
unspotted from the world, and not to be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers. 

Another characteristic of our calling .is, that it is 
HEAVENLY. Heb. iii. 1, appeals to us as "Holy brethren, 
partakers of tlie lieavenly calling." Having been " born 
again " (according to 1 Pot. i. 23-25 ; Gal. iii. 26; John i. 
13 ), wo arc " partakers of the di vine nature," and have 
become a "new creation in Christ Jesus" (2 Cor. v.17.R.v.) 
The work of God in our days is nowhere stated to bo for 
the reformation or Christianising of "the world." But 
regarding that world as doomed, and " lying in the 
wicked Ono" (John v. 19), God is now "calling out" 
from the guilty Adam race, "a people for His Namo" 
(Acts xv. 14); and Ho uses "the Gospel of His graco,

, 

(� Thcss. ii. 13), as the power to accomplish n.ll this. 
Tho preaching of I-Iis ,v ord in the energy of the Holy 
Ghost. May we learn to work in fellowship ,vith His 
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declared purposes, and not follow sentiment or tradition, 
to our eternal loss. May we also make it our chief 
desire that we may "shew forth the praises of Him� who 
hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous light" 
(1 Pet. ii. 9.) Yet further, we should note in Col. iii. 
15, that ",ve are called £nto one body." Therefore it 
is becoming, that we should �' put on as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humble
ness of mind, meekness, longsuff ering, for bearing one 
another ... and above all things, put on love, which is the 
bond of per£ ectness, and let the peace of God r�le in our 
hearts." Here we have considerations of the deepest 
import to our souls, in these difficult times, when laxity 
in ·walk and doctrine, and Church associations, is becoming 
more and more characteristic of the people of God, whose 
collective testimony in relat1op to the heavenly calling, 
and sanctification ·of God's Ecclesia, is becoming less and 
less effective in the world. Our conviction is, that true 
prophets of God, such as He raised up of old, are needed 
to appeal to the consciences and hearts of fellow-saints, 
that they may be exercised regarding their loyalty to 
Him, whose witnesses they are, in holding fast every jot 
and tittle of Divine truth. There is something truly 
deplorable in the way in which the Word of God is 
now ignored and denied, by professing Christians, and 
in the unholy devices resorted to, in order to· sustain all 
thoseunecripturaland sectarian associations, which n1ay be 
found in every ·part of Christendom, and which constitute 
such a solemn barrier to the vVord of God "having free 
course," and the Na.me of Christ being.glorified, in accord 
with his prayer-" That they all may be one, as Thou 
Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that they may bo one

in us, that the world may believe Thou hast sent J\ie." 
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Just before this prayer, wehave the High Priest's prophetic 
words recorded in John xi. 52-" That Jesus should die 
... that He might gatlzer z"nto one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad. '' After He had ascended to the 
Father, the early Christians carried out His Divine will, 
for "all that believed "rere together." "They w(}re all 
with one accord in one place" (Acts. ii. 1-44 ), "and they 
continued stedfastly in �be apostles' teaching, in the 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers." 
In Cor. xi. 20, ·we read of the church of God at Corinth 
being "come together into one place," and thus assembled 
"in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. v. 4; 
i. 9), they kept the ordinances of God, as they were
delivered unto them" (1 Cor. xi. 2), and, "according to
the grace and gift bestowed upon each member" (see
Rom. xii. 4-16), there was liberty in such assemblies of
believers to minister God's ,v ord " for the per£ ecting of
the saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ,'' "From
,vhom the whole body (into which ,ve are called), fitly
joined together, and compacted, by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual ,vorking in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of tlte body unto
the edifying of itself in love" (see Eph. iv. 12-16; 1 Cor.
xii. xiii. xiv. ; 1 Pet. iv. 10).

Now ,ve are bold to affirn1, that the Divine purpose in
this dispensation ,vas, that. H;is redeemed people should 
be gathered unto the one adorable Name of their risen 
Redeemer and Lord, and that in the ordinances, ":--orship, 
and ministry of the Church, they should carry out the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit as found in the Sacred 
Writings, which ,vas their sole authority for practice as 
well as for doctrine. The Epistl�s furnish the Divine 
principles concerning the manner in ,vhich God no,v 
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gathers His people. .Ap.d when so gathered ·by the 
Holy Spirit, owning Christ Jesus as Lord in their midst 
as His saints, they constitute the CHURCH OF GOD, in 
any place, and as such, are called upon to act in collective 
responsibility be£ ore Him, in carrying out His will, 
according to the _Scriptures, both in regard to receiving into 
their fellowship those who give satisfactory testimony 
regarding their regeneration, walk, and ways, and their 
acceptance of, and obedience to, the whole will of God. 
Also in putting away from that same " Church of God " 
(until repentance doth justify their restoration), all ,vho 
depart from the faith, and fall into such sins as are 
referred to in 1 Cor. v. · It is of the greatest importance 
that Christians should understand the teaching of the 
Scriptures upon this subject, and that " the Law and the 
Testimony" should guide them in their churc.b associations, 
so that they may be "obedient children," and know 
the blessedness of John xv. 14, xiv. 15, 21, 24. In· this 
aspect we get" our individual and collective responsibility 
to the Lord,and toward one another. But,as regards "THE 
BODY OF CHRIST," this refers to a position of privilege 
into which Divine grace has called us (see 1 Cor. xii. 18), 
and from which no human po,ver can separate us. Eph. 
iv. describes the seven-fold unity of this "ONE BODY,"
and in connection with the maintenance of this "unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace," it is important to
notice, that the same exhortation regarding the conduct
which becomes us, as members of that body, is given here,
as ,ve get in Col. iii., anq. one feels that there is great
need of these truths being impressed upon the hearts of
God's people, in days ·when there is a tendency on the
part of many who profess to minister the vVord, to give
little heed to these seasonable exhortations, and fall into
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the snare of using hard, censorious, ungracious utterances, 
,vhich n1ar, rather than help on the great work of 
restoring fellow-saints into truer loyalty to their Lord in 
these matters. It is quite right that we should be 
uncompromising in our maintenance of God's truth, but 
this does not mean that we should disregard such teach
ing as 2 Tim. ii. �4-26-" The servant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all, apt to teach, forbearing, 
in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves, if 
God peradventure would give them repentance to the 
ackno,vledging of the truth, and that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the devil, having been 
taken captive by the Lord's servant, unto the will of 
God." (R.v.) Jude 20-24 may also be a seasonable 
reminder to us, ever to keep and give the equilibrium of 
grace and truth. Let us never lose sight of these 
exhortations in Eph. iv. and Col. iii. with regard to the 
cdnduct that is becoming to us as "members of the one 
Body," and which is essential to maintain "the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace." This can only be 
practically secured as we individually " walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love." Let God's people ever remember this, and also 
Rom. xiv. 17-19-" The kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but rigliteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. For he that in these things serveth Christ, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of men. Let us there-
£ ore follow after the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another." ,vhat a 
beautiful and effective testimony ,vould thus have been 
borne to this wondrous truth of "the One Body," into which 
God has called His people in this age, but which, alas, 
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has been everywhere so much marred by those divisions 
,vhich grieve the Holy Spirit. 

But there is. yet one more aspect of this CALLING OF 
BELIEVERS with ,vhich ·we may close these practical 
meditations. This is referred to in 1 Thess. ii. 12-
" ,valk ,vorthy of God who bath called you unto Ht's 
kingdom and glory." This is also in accord with l Pet. 
v. 10.-" The God of all grace ,vho bath called us unto
Ht's eternal glory by C_hrist Jesus." This reminds us
that it is divine grace that saves, keeps, teaches, provides,
·and will crown all, by the transformation of these
bodies of humiliation, fashioning them anew, accord
ing to the body of His glory. For, His eternal purpose
is that we shall be "glorified together with Him," as He
has promised, and that the glory which the Father has
given ·to Him, He will give to His redeemed people
(John xvii. 22). The Spirit bearing ,Yitness that ,Ye,
being "Children, are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ, if so be that we suffer ,vith Him that· we may be
also glorified together. For, I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time, are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that shall be revealed in us ...... The creature
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrupt
ion into the liberty of the glory of the children of God ''
(Rom. viii. xvi. 21, R.V.) In view of this, w:ewell may sing:

"V\7ith such a blessed hope in view, 
· We would more holy be ;
More like our blessed, glorious Lord

\Vhose face we soon shall see. 

In conection with this, Eph. iv. 4 reminds us, that ",ve 
are called in one hope of our calling.'' Surely this is 
"that blessed hope.'' It was this, that the early Christians 

I 
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had in viewwhen they "turned to God from idols, to serve 
the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from 
heaven." "For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord" 
(1 Thess. iv. 16-18). This is THE HOPE to which ,ve are 
CALLED, even the fulfilment of that pro:rnise-"If I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also" (Jno. 
xiv. 3). What formed this hope we learn from Rom, xv. 13,
-'' Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost." And it is He who so "rene,vs
the inner man day by day," that our spirits know the
meaning of those words : " Strengthened with might by
His Spirit in the inner man (Eph. iii. 16). Living thus,
we shall sing amid our trials:-

"Affliction is light, compared to the day 

Oflglory, .that then will from heaven be revealed 1: 

The Saviour is coming, His people may say-

The Lord whom we look for, our Sun and our Shield. 

Then "The prize of the HIGH CALLING " ,vill be 
bestowed upon all who have faithfully served the Lord• 
Jesus here as His " CALLED servants," both in spreading 
His Name among the nations of the earth; and in she,v
ing forth His praise in Christ-like lives. No act ,vill bo 
forgotten that was done for His Na1ne and according to 

. His vVord. 
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May the power of these truths relating to our CALL of 
God in Christ Jesus, so influence our hearts, that we may 
sing with sincerity, the verses of that precious hymn: 

" 0 pardon us, Lord, that our love to thy Name 

Is so faint, with so much our affections· to move ! 

Our deadness should fill us with grief and with shame, 

So much to be loved, and so little to love! 

0. kindle within us a holy detlire,

Like that which was found in Thy people of old !

Who felt all Thy love, and whose hearts were on fire, 

\Vhile they waited in patience Thy face to behold ! " 

tt 



THE �EDEff'lPTION 

THAT IS IN 

CHRIST JESUSa 

(Rol\I. iii. 24 ). 

I
F the subject of God's Salvation and calling out of 

a people for His Name, demands the prayerful 
attention of Christians, ·we hope to show, that there 

is yet matters of deepening interest to be unfolded to us 
in those Scriptures of truth, which bear upon our Re
demption, and those present and eternal blessings which 
flow out of that ,vondrous ,vork, accomplished for us 
on Calvary's Cross. 

One can but feel that thfa, and kindred subjects, 
bearing upon the great fundamental truths of "Salvation 
and things that accompany it,'' demand far more 
attention than they receive from us in these days of 
darkening apostacy. We might well shed floods ot tea.rs, 
when ,Ye consider how meagre is the acquaintance that 
God's people manifest in these subjects of eternal interest, 
-" whic.h things the angels desire to look into." Ho,v 
few have bo,ved before Him in grateful praise,as they have 
remembered the words of our Lord to His disciples
" Blessed are your eyes that see these things, and your 
ears. that hear these things, for I tell you that many 
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p11ophets and kings have desired to see those things 
,vhich ye see, and have not, seen them, and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them." 

THE GREAT NEED. 

The conviction lies upon my soul, that until there is a 
revived interest in tliese subjects, and the Holy Ghost • 
applies them "rith living power to our souls, there can 
be no true revival in the Church of God. Therefore it 
will be futile to give prior and undue attention to subjects 
relating to ecclesiastical polity, position, and testimony, 
,vhen that which most affects the spiritual health : that 
which stimulates the dormant affections, and awakens 
the sleepy consciences of God's people, needs to be 
ministered in power· to our souls by the Holy Ghost. 
Get the hearts of God's people aroused to a clearer 
apprehension of "the breadth and length, the depth and 
height" of the love of Christ, and they ,vill become so 
"'filled with the fulness of God " (see Eph. iii.), that 
they will have grace to carry out the precepts in Chap. iv. 
relating to their collective responsibilities as the CHURCH 
OF Gon. But ministry tbat is directed almost exclusively 
to ecclesiastical failure, will bear but scanty fruit, until 
God's people have been led into deeper soul experience3 
r�lating to "the exceeding riches of His grace." My 
dear conviction is, that God's " more excellent ,vay " to 
bring about revival amongst His Laodicean people, is 
indicated to us here, and its effects ,vill be, to restore and 
heal, rather tha.n wound and alienate the spirits of 
believers. Assuredly there is no subject more calculated 
to effect this in our spirits, than a· contemplation of this 
glorious theme of REDEMPTION. It will be generally 
kn9wn to the people of God, that this term moans 
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the "purchase back again,'' of that which had been 
lost. The recovery from guilt, danger, and misery, 
of sinners of Adam's race, ,vho have all been sold 
into captivity in sin, who are bondslaves of Satan, 
and who could only be recovered from this, by the 
Redemption accomplished by Christ's death upon the 
cross (see Rom. iii. 23, viii. 23; Eph. i� 7-14, iv. 30; Col. 
i. 14; Heb. ix. 15). The privilege of redeeming persons
or property belonged to the next of kin, according to Lev.
xxv. 25, 29, 48, 49 ; and a beautiful illustration of the
ancient custom is found in the Book of Ruth, ·where Bo.A.Z,
"the mighty man of wealth," redeemed the lost inheritance
of his kinsman, Elimelech, and with it, purchased Ruth,
the Moabitess, to be his wife.

INCARNATION A NECESSITY. 

From this, and by a comparison with l\iatt. i., we 
learn, 'that in order to carry out God's eternal purpose 
concerning our Redemption, the incarnation of God ·s dear 
Son became a necessity. The following Scriptures teach 
u � that all mankind are " sold under sin " (Rom. vii. 1-! ),
bond-servants of sin and Satan (Rom. vi. 16 22). To
this fact our Lord bore testimony in John viii. 32-35,
when He told the Jews that they were "servants of sin,"
under the power of Satan. Then in l\iatt. xxvi. 28, He
told them that He, " the Son of l\Ian had come ...... to 
give His iije a ransom for many," and 1 Tim. ii. 6 adds, 
cc He gave Himself a ransom for all'' But, to understand 
this better, it may be well to remind our souls of Ps. 
xlix. 7-" None of them can by any means redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him, for the
redeJJption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for
.ever." Ours then was a bondage from which there was
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no powor to deliver, until, "when the fulnoss of the time 
,,�n.s come, God sent forth His Son, made of a ,voman, 
111ndo nndor the In. ,v, to redee11t them that ·were under tbe 

. 
. 

ln.w·, thn.t 1otJ might receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. 
iv. 4-5). Tho record of the accomplishment of this 
·wondrous plan of divine love and n1ercy, is found in Heb.
ix. 1 �-15, whore we read that "Christ, by His own blood
entered in once into the holy place," having obtained
clcr11ntredemptio11-for us." As the outcome of this, God's
ambassadors declare "the Gospel of our Salvation," as
found in Rom. iii .. 21-26, where "God declares His
righteousness, that He n1ight be just, and the justifier of
Hhn that believeth in Jesus," and the ground upon
w·hich He does this is, "Being justified freely by His
grace, through th_e redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
It is thus, that believers can say: "lVe have _redemption
through His blood, the- forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7); and more than
this, Eph. i. 14, and iv. 30 say that: "After that ye
believed, ye ,vere sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,
which is the en.rnest of our inheritance, · until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise
of His glory.'' And, "rhen we enter into the full
possession of that inheritance, ,ve shall sing: '' Thou art
"·orthy ..... .for Thou hast redeemed us io God bv Tl!,y

blood, 0�1t of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation" (Rev. v. 9). 

. TYPES OF REDEnIP'l'ION . 

.K ow to help young believers to understand more 
thoroughly the Scriptlu·al teaching upon this subject, ,vo 
may ref er here briefly to son10 Old Testament Scriptures. 
Exodus iii. describes the sad condition of the people, ns 
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slaves to Pharaoh, and groaning unrlor cruel bondnge, 
from which they had no power to deliver the1nselves; 
portraying in clear typical language, the sad facts 
rel>\ting to '' our contlition bJ1 nature," sold under sin, 
and bond-slaves of Satan. In Ex. vi. 6, God said : "I 
,rill redee,n you ·with a stretched-out arm, and ,vith great 
judgments." In· Ex:.· viii. 23, Jehovah again said: "I 
will put a division (margin, redemption,) bet,veen my 
people and thy people, to-morrow shall this sign be." 
In Ex. xii. the full blaze of light upon this glorious 
subject, is seen, in God's instructions respecting the 
Paschal lamb. 1 Pet. i. 19 tells us, thnt ,ve are redeemed 
by "the precious blood of C�rist, as of a. Lamb witlzo�tl 
b?enzish, and without spot." Never let us forget, that 
there is only one answer to God's ri ghteous claims a.gainst 
sin, and that is "tlze precious blood of Christ." Rx. xii. 
teaches us that divine judgment, in respect of Israel's sin, 
was executed upon the spotless lamb, killed by God's 
appointment. That the claims of God's throne having 
been thus satisfied, He now protects all who yield "the 
obedience of .faith," in taking of "the blood of the lan1b," 
and sprinkling it, with the hyssop, upon the doors of 
their houses. And the words: " TVhen I see t/ie blood, I 
will pass over you,'' are the assurance of our security. 
It is well expressed in the "·ords :-

'' I hear the words of lo,·e, 

Faith rests upon the blood, 
He sees the mighty Sacrifice, 

And I have pence with God; 

'Tis everl�sting pence, 
Sure as Jehonth's Name, 

'Tis stable as His stedfnst throne, 

For evermore the same. 

' 
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]Hy love is oftimes low, 

:My joy still ebbs and flows, 

But peace with Him remains the same, 

No change Jehovah knows. 

That which can shake the cross, 

May shake the peace it gave, 

Which tells me Christ has never died, 

And never left the grave; 

Till then, my peace is sure, 

It will not, cannot yield, 

Jesus, I know, has died, and lives, 

On this firm Rock I build. 

N o,v by further reference to Ex. xv. 13, ,ve find there: 
" Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
Thou hast redee11ted. Thou hast guided them in Thy 
strength unto Thy holy habitation." Jehovah had His 
dwelling-place in the midst of t!iat redee,ned people (see 
Deut. vii. 6-8), teaching them by the offerings and 
ordinances of the Tabernacle and Temple service, that 
He could only accept worslzip from man, on the ground 
of accepted sacrifice, and that our only title of access to 
Him : the only ground of safety and peace, is, in 
acco11pli'shed redevpti'on. '\Vhen the question had to be 
decided, as to who should be numbered amongst the 
people of God-" Moses took the rede11zption 11toizey of 
then1 that were over, and above them that were redee,ned 
by the Levites." By further reference to Ex. xxxviii. 25, 
we learn that out of this silver, atonement-money, they 
made sockets to support the Tabernacle. It stood on, 
Redemption. The Temple at Jerusalem ,vas also built 
upon the rock in the .threshing-floor of Ornan, the 
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J ebusite, whore God stayed tho plaguo, and sheathed the 
sword of judgment (sec I Chron. xxi. xxii), after He had 
accepted tho sacrifice. It ,vas built on " Redemption 
ground." All this teaches us, in precious typo, that 
REDEMPTION is the basis of all God's dealings in grace 
with sinful man. For, it must ever be remembered that 
"Justice and judgmcnt arc the habitation of His throne," 
and nothing but perfect righteousness suits Him, who is 
" Righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works," 
just as nothing but perfec t grace suits us who arc sinners. 

, The testimony of Holy Scripture throughout, is, that these 
are brought into harn1ony (according to Ps. cxxxix. 10,) 
by the Cross of Christ, where redemption was accomplished 
for the transgressor. That atoning work of.our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, first met God's righteous claims, 
and then the necessities of sinful man. 

ATONE:MENT AND LIBERTY. 

If slaves were liberated from their E.ervitude, and if 
prisoners were released from their captivity; if debtors 
were forgiven, and restored to their lost inheritance, it 
was when the silver trumpets, made from the atonement
money, announced the good news of the advent of "the 
year of grace,'' or JUBILEE, of old. And we further 
learn from Lev. xxv. 9, that the bestowal of all these 
blessing5 ,va.s founded upon the atonement. For the 
instructions given are very explicit, that the "trumpet of 
the Jubilee'' was not to sound until "the tenth day of the 
seventh month� in the day of atonement,'' that is after 
Redemption has been accomplished. It w·as then that 
the people "heard the joyful sound," and all ,vho 
believed the testimony, entered into the rest and joy of 
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that year of liberty. And so we have to learn, that all 
the privileges that are no,v referred to in the New 
Testament Scriptures, as pertaining to the children of 
God, in this "acceptable year of the L0rd," are founded 
upon "the Redemption that is in Christ Jesus:" the only 
channel through ,vhich divine mercy flows no,v, to sinful 
man 

To accomplish this, our blessed Lord had to be "num
bered ,vith the transgressors." "He died forthe redemption 
of the transgre�sions" (Heb. ix. 15), and "Redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us " 
(Gal. iii. 13). That glorious work of Redemption having 
been finished on the Cross, the Gospel proclaims it to 
mankind, and all who believe the message are able by 
His grace to �ing :-

"Free from the law! oh happy condition, 

Jesus has bled, and there is remission ; 

Cursed by the law, and bruised by the fall, 

Christ hath redeemed us, once for all."

REDEMPTION FROM ALL INIQUITY. 

,v e are futhcr reminded in Titus ii. 11, that "our 
Saviour, J esw, Christ, gave Himself for us, that He 
might redee,�z us from all lniquity (lawlessness), and purify 
.unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
Our immersion in the waters of baptism ·was the con
fession of the fact, that "we h�ve died with Christ," and 
" died unto sin,." " Th!3.t like as Christ ,va.s raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should ,valk in ne,vness of life." Oh, that this practical 
side of tho subject were bPtter understood,�and exemplified 
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in the lives of God's people, enabling us more consistently 
to sing:-

" ,v e are by Christ redeemed. The cost, His precious blood, 
Be nothing in our s·ouls esteemed, like this great good ; . 
Were the vast world our own, with all its varierl store, 
And Thou, Lord Jesus, were unknown. \Ve still were poor. 
Our eart,hen vessel::; break, the world itself grows old, 
But Christ our precious dust will take, and freshly mould, 
He'll give these bodies vile, a fashion like His ow:n, 
He'll bid the whole creation smile, and hush its groan. 

' Thus far, by grace preserved, each moment speeds us on,
The crown and kingdom are reserved, where Christ has gone, 
\Vhen cloudless morning shines, we shall His glory share, 
In pleasant places are our lines; the home, how fair. 
To Him our weakness clings, through tribulation sore, 
And seeks·the covert of His wings, till all is o'er; 
And wh�n we've run the race, and fought the faithful fight. 
"\Ve then shall see Him face to face, with saints in light. 

REDEEMED FROM TRADITION. 

But there is more than .this up.folded to us in 1 Pet. i. 
18-''Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things as silve� and gold, front your vaz'n 
conversation received by traditi:on from your fathers, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lan1b without 
blemish and without spot." In the days of His earthly 
ministry, our blessed Lord had often to remind the J e,vs 
that they were "making void" God's la,v by their 
"tradt'tions," Peter here further reminds the strangers 
scattered, that they v,ere redeemed fro11t all such tradi
tions and customs, and placed under solemn obligation to 
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carry out the teaching of THE ,vHOLE WORD OF Gon
,.

in keeping which "there is great reward." 

It is strange, how little conscious we are are, of the 
prevailing influences of " the traditions of the fathers " 
upon our judgment and ways, and how few Christians. 
have the simple, honesty of purpose, to turn a deaf ear 
to the conflicting statements that emanate from the sects 
of Christendom, and that mighty Babel of ecclesiastical 
confusion, which is hoary with the "traditions of the 
fathers," whose teaching and usage receives more atten
tion and respect, than the " "\V ord of God." If there was. 
need to remind those scattered saints of the fact that 
Christ's redemption severed them from all the traditions. 
and ·ways of their former l1ve�, there is need that the • 
trumpet of faithful testimony should resound among the 
the saints still, calling them away from human teaching 
and customs, to emulate those "noble Bereans," who 
"Searched the Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so.'' And as an illustration of this part of the 
subject, we might very profitably study the books of 
Ezra and N ehemiab, · and see the -beautiful picture there 
of a remnant of God's people who had obeyed His call,. 
and separated themselves from Babylon, with its sorrows. 
and bondage, and "come out" from it, unto the place 
where God bad set His Name: where worship as ordained 
by Hi1n�elf could be observed. In connection with the: 
revivals in those days, we may briefly remind ourselves 
of the significant fact, that "E.zra prepared his heart to, 
seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel, statutes and judgments" (Ezra vii. 10). And 
again and again we are reminded that they abandoned 
certain usages that were merely "traditions of the: 
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fathers," and returned to obedience to the revealed will 
of God. 

PRO�IPT OBEDIENCE TO Go D's ,v ORD. 

There is something most appropriate to this in Nehemiah 
viii, ,vhere the people ,vere gathered together as one man, 
in Jerusalem, and their ears were attentive to the Book 
of the la,v, which was read distinctly, and the sense of it 
was given unto them, until they all mourned and wept, 
as t�ey heard the voice of God speaking to their souls. 
And ,vhen " they found it written " that " the Lord had 
commanded by Moses that the children of Israel should 
dwell in booths,'' when they kept the Feast of Tabernacles. 
They promptly returned to the observance of this 
"ordinance of the Lord." "And there was very great 
gladness." Now it must be noticed that the Holy Spirit 
has racorded the fact that " since the days of Joshua, 
unto that day, had not the children of Israel done so." 
Here was about one thousand years of disregard for 
God's revealed will, and there were worthy men such as 
David, Solomon, and Josiah involved in this neglect. 
But the fact that those great and good men neglected to 
carry out this " comandment of tbo Lord" did not in
fluence the remnant of Judah to neglect it also. They 
did not make the obedience of their progenitors to 
be the measure of their own. They did according 
as they " found it written in the Book. Then 
"the children of Israel separated themselves from 
all strangers, and stood and con£ essed their sins, and the 
iniquities .of their fathers," and then_ returned to the 
observance of God's worship and service, "According as 
it ,vas written in the Book of the Law of the Lord.'' 



28 THE REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS. 

Dear fello,v-Cbristians, it needs but very brief reflection 
for any of us to understand the practical application of 
all this to the circumstances of our own times. There 
is a Babylon no,v, into which God's people have been led. 
Many are ensnared in a position, where no rega.rd 
is paid to the Scriptural observance 9£ His .ordinances. 
Some of us ,vere born in that Babylon, and remained 
there until we heard His voice say to 01u· very souls
" Come out of her, my people '' (Rev. xviii. 4 ), and we 
obeyed �hat call "·with repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth." "\Vhat ·was it that constrained us to break 
away from the friendships and pleasant associations of 
our former times 1 Surely it ,vas nothing less than the 

· revelation of God's will to our souls, through the Holy Scrip
tures, and the voice of that One who redee1ned us saying
to our hearts-" Ye are 111y friends if you do ,vhatsoever
I command you." Abraham knew the blessedness of
such an experience as this, when he followed fully in
accord with God's revealed will. But·when he gave way
to his family ties, and stayed in Haran, instead of going
for ward to Canaan, he missed the joy of any such
revelations of God, until he obeyed the heavenly call.

ls IT ,v RITTEN IN THE BOOK. 1 

How many of us have proved the verity of this, when we 
have not acted up to the precepts of His word. Probably 
we ,vere told that Baptism was not essential. Also that 
for ages this ordinance had not been observed in the form 
laid down in the Scriptures. vVhat matter to u� is it 
whether it had fallen into disuse for 1000 or even more 
years. . The question is, Is it written in tlze Book 1 If so, 
our course is to follow the example "Of those of old, and 
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return to the observance of all that God enjoins upon us. 
Good men have erred. lVIany, owing to the tradition of 
the fathers, have failed to observe God's ordinance of 

. Baptism. But "What is that to thee 1 " says our Lord 
and Master, "Follo·w thou ME." The manysaints ensnared 
in Christendon1 111ay fail to comply ,vith our Lord's 
expressed desire as· recorded in Luke xxii. 15-20, ,vhen 
He instituted that memorial f �ast of His redeeming love 
to us, and then reiterated it to his disciples in I Cor. xi. 
23-28. But that desire, and these Divine instructions abide .
From Acte xx. 7 we learn that on the first day of the
,veek the disciples came together "to break bread."
According to various "traditions of the fathers," this
is called a "sacrament, and is partaken· of, once, twice,
or thrice a year, or in some places once a month. But
",vhat saith the Scriptures 1" Is not the Lord's Supper
to be partaken of by the Lord's people, on the Lord's Day
as showing forth the Lord's death, and in blessed
anticipation of the Lord's return 1 And to this ancient
pattern n1any have through mercy been brought back.
Now any measure in which loyal hearts are turning from.
"the tradition of the fathers," is due to the apprehension
that "the precious blood of Christ," has redee111ed·us from
all that is not in accord with His revealed will, and that
His will is to be our only rule· as His redeemed people.

REDEMPTION OF THE BODY. 

But this glorious theme of n.EDEMPTION has a still 
further range, and leads our thoughts to the contemplation 
of "the glory that is to be revealed.'' Rom. viii. 23, 
rbfers to those who are waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
"the rede11,pti'on of our body." In Phil. iii. 20, ( n. v. ), we 
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read that " Our citizenship is in heaven, from ,vhence 
also ,v-e look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
,vho shall change the body of our humiliation, that it 
may be fashioned like unto the body of His glory, 
according to the ,vorking ,vhereby He is able even to 
subdue all things unto Himself." Ages ago, the blessed 
testimony was put on record in Job xix. 25-" For I 
know that l\fY REDEEMER liveth, and that He shall stand 
in the latter day upon the earth ; and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God, whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another." Oh! blessed. fruition of our 
hopes. Blessed results of that eternal redemption which 
Christ accomplished for us. ,v e have been " begotten 
again," unto the living hope of a glorious resurrectil)n of 
body, ac; well as spirit, at His coming again. 

THE FIELD PURCHASED . 

Then as to the coming kingdom, Matt.. xiii. 44 tells 
us, that our adorable Redee1ner ·" bought the field," 
that i �, the world, for the sake of securing " the 
treasure " that ,vas in it. And Rev. v. 6 tells us, how He 
is yet t'> come forth as the slain Lamb, ,nd

1

open the title 
deeds of the l{ingdom, w·hich is His by right of Redemp
tion, as )Vell as of Creation. Then shall the grand 
"Hallelujah Chorus'' ascend from the glorified company, 
of tho3e who "have been REDEE:\fED UNTO GOD BY Hrs 
BLOOD, out of every kindred, tongue, people, and nation," 
and who praise Him who "has made them, unto their 
God, kings and priests, and they shall reign upon the 
earth." 

Modern thought may sneer no,v at the reference to 
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"' vicarious atonement," and speak contemptuously of 
"the blood theology," but the closer we search the Holy 
Scriptures, the more deeply shall ,ve be impressed with 
the importance of this subject. It reveals to us the 
Tighteous ground of a sinner's justification before God 
{Rom. v. 8), of His sanctification, and glorification (Rom. 
viii. 30.

Blessed, glorious truth ( The length and breadth of
which, ,ve shall be m0re fully learning as the eternal ages 
roll along, that ",vithout shedding of blood is no 
remission" of sin. This alone is our title to glory, and 
tbe source of our present joy and peace. And when "the 
kingdoms of this world become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord, and His Christ :" when, "in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, He shall gather together into One, all 
things in Christ, both which are in hea 7en and which are 
on the earth." Then shall believers enter into the possess
ion of "that eternal inheritance,'' which was the purchase

of redemption. Then ,vill be fulfilled the word of Eph. 
i. 10-14-" The REDEMPTION OF THE PURCHASED
POSSESSION, unto the praise of His glory." And the

,

"pure river, of the water of life, clear as crystal,"
proceeding out of the "throne of GOD and THE LAl\IB,"
flowing on throughout the Eternal ages, ,vill still remind
us of God's delight in "The Redemption that is in Christ
Jesus.''

Christ on the cross uplifted, 
Why hangs He bleeding there ? 

The Christ of matchless beauty, 
Than the sons of men .more fair. 

The Clnist of love unwearied; . 
Why nail Him to a tree ? 

'Tis God hath smote the Shepherd, 
That the sheep might all go free. 
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Christ on the cro�s uplifte,1, 
O'er whom God's wa"cs cli<l roll, 

Bleeds the rich lm.lm of uleRsing, 
To cure my wouu<letl :;oul. 

I am healed by His bruises, 
Fruit of the shameful tree; 

For God has smote the Shepherd, 
That the sheep might all go free. 

Christ- on the cross UP.lifted, 
n'ly links with the world were broke 

"1hen the burnished sword of J nstice, 
From its scabbard bright awoke. 

The world with its glittering treasures, 
Hath no longer charms for me ; 

Since Thou wert bruic-.ed an<l smitten, 
That the sheep might all go free. 

Christ on the throne uplifted, 
The theme of heaven's songs, 

"r ell-springs of joys eternal, 
To Thee all praise belongs, 

0 gradous loving, Shepherd, 
Our hearts are knit to Thee, 

For Thou wast brnised and smitten, 
That the sheep might all go free. 

' 



THE 

SALVATION WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS, 

WITH ETERNAL GLORY. 

(2 TI:M:. ii. 10). 

� 

m O the diligent student of God's vV ord, there will
@) Jl. � ever be a deepening interest in the precious

things of God. As he prayerfully searches into 
the unfoldings of divine grace, he ,vill be gro,ving also 
in the kno,vledge and love of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

The experience of most of the saints has been �ptly 
described in the hymn :-

" Life passing aimlessly, seeking for joys, 
Building bright hopes, upon frail earthly toys, 
Satan gilt time for us, as it slipped by
Little we thought of God, then, you or I. 
Pleasure, an opiate, making us <leem 
Hell but an idle threat, heaven a dream; 
Caught in his world web, like any fly, 
Satan bad hold of us, then, you and I. 

Varied his baits for us, in that vain life, 
Different paths we tl'od, down in its strife; 
Down to its ending, in hell by and by, 
Heedlei::sly drifting on, then, you and I. 

Not all our carelessness, not all our sin, 
Kept Him from calling us, who died to win ; 
In love unspeakable, Jesus drew nigh, 
And HE HAS SAVED OUR sour .. s, NOW, YOU AND I. 
He woke us up to find, that we ,yere lost, 
He gave us hearts to feel, what pardon cost; 
He gave us eyes to see, why He did die, 
,v e know and trust �n Him, now, you and I. 
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Oh, what a tale it is! Herein is lo,ye, 
"7hat an eternity waits ns above ; 
Not for ten million joys, earth can supply, 
Would we exchange our hope, now, you and I. 

In the consideration of those glorious truths relating 
to "Eternal Redemption," we see the work of Christ in 
its God,vard aspect, meeting every claim of Divine 
justice, in respect of our sins, and by "giving His life a 
ransom for us." By " suffering for our sins, the just for 
the unjust," He discharged all the liabilities of His 
believing people, and revealed the way by which "God 
may be just, and the justifier of Him that believeth in 
Jesus.'' The way in which "the righteousness of God 
without the law, is manifested, being witnessed by the 
law and the prophets, even t:q.e righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all 
them that believe, for there is no difference, for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.'' 

"The Salvation of God," which is the theme of Holy 
writ, has general reference to our deliverance from 
eternal judgment, and our being brought into fellowship 
with Himself, with the Earnest now of eternal glory. The 
glorious truths in relation to this can never be 
apprehended, until we individually learn, by the 
revelation of the Holy Spirit, that by nature we are all 
under condemnation as sinners, and as .such, are unfit for 
heaven. The words of Jesus are : " If ye die in your 
sins, whither I go ye cannot come." ,vhen He comes 
again to this earth, He declares that it will be to " take 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, ,vho shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of His power '' ( 2 Thes. 
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i. 9-10). vVhen the terrible danger to which we are thus
exposed becomes real in our soul's experience, the
questions arise from our troubled hearts : " What must
I do to be saved 1" Ho,v may I escape the wrath to
come 1" "Ho-w may I be delivered from the · just
judgment of a Holy God 1" The unalterable decree of
God, that "the soul that sinneth shall die," That
"indignation and ,vrath, tribulation and anguish;'' is the
portion of every soul of man " that doeth evil," creates ,
alar1n ,vhen ,ve realise the terrible import of our position.
It is well when these solemn facts have their true
bearing upon us, and the realities of sin and judgment
to co�e, lie as a heavy burden upon our consciences.
This is really a red letter day in our history. But the
great business of " the god of this ,vorld " is to " blind
the minds of them that believe not, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, ,vho is the image of God,
should shine into them" (2 Cor. iv. 4, R.V. ).

There are millions, alas, of our fellow-creatures, who 
are so deluded by Satan, as to the guilt and ruin of their 
state before God, that they are either living in unconcern, 
occupied ,vith the vain pleasures of this -life, ,vhich end 
only in vanity and vexation of spirit ; or else, they are 
drugged with the opiates of Cain's religion, and "go 
.about to establish their own righteousness," refusing to 
submit themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

It is well indeed ·when we find people in the spiritual 
-condition suggested by what is said of those who were
gathered unto David in the Cave oi Adullam: so alarmed

because they are in debt, in distress, and discontented, or

"bitter in soul," that they fly to Jesus for refuge, as the
only hope set before tben1 in the Gospel. "\Vbe� such

" h d . 
labouring and "heavy laden ones, sue weary an s1n-



36 THE SALVATION "WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS. 

sick souls, become thus truly exercised as to their state 
before God, their true wisdom is. to "Search the 
Scriptures," for they testify of Jesus, the Sinner's Friend 
and only Saviour, for those who are lost. In every part 
of that precious volume, their attention is directed to 
the Person and work of our adorable Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and His sufferings upon Calvary's Cross to 
make expiation for sin, and bring us to God ( see 1 Pet. 
iii. 18, ii. 24 ). Those Holy Scriptures c3:n alone " make
,vise unto salvation, through faith that is in Christ Jesus."

But it is a deplorable fact, that in this Babel of 
Christendom, many anxious ones get their attention 
directed to places of religious worship, like the Eunuch 
of whom we read in Acts viii, and it is sad to meet so 
many of this class evidently ln earnest to get relief from 
the guilt of SIN upon their con�ciences, but who find no 
rest., peace, or satisfaction, in all their round of prayers, · 
ordinances, and works, because every sinner needs a 
Saviour ( not Sacraments and Ceremonies), and only the 
revelation of. CHRIST to the soul, as the all-sufficient 
Saviour, can bring peace and rest. To Him every 
Scripture, and every true Gospeller points the sinner, as 
"the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
·world,'' and concerning whom Acts iv. 12 tells us:
"There is none other Name under heaven, given among
men, whereby we must be saved."

The bondage of soul, the spiritual darkness and sorrow,
that result from the false teaching disseminateq from the
pulpits and press of Christendom, is a,vful to contemplate.
Its effects are to be seen in every city, yea every village,
in this our favoured land, where millions are floundering
about in " The Slough of Despond/' in bondage to the
delusive sentiments of man, bound in the grave-clothes
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of hun1an tradition, ,vhen thev ought to be singing songs 
of redeeming Jove on the road to glory. That "the God 
of n.11 grace " desires that every believer should live in 
the enjoyment of this blessed assurance is cert9.in, as 
well as that e,·ery sinner should be saved. This we learn 
from 1 Tim. ii. 4-" "\iVho wi11 have all men to be saved,' 
and to come unto the knowledgA of the truth, for there 
is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, ,vho gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time." In harmony ,vith this are the 
words in John xx. 31-" These are written that ye might 
. believe· that Jesus is the Christ, tbe Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have hfe through His name." 
And again in 1 John v. 13-" These things have I 

· written unto you that believe in the Name of the Son of
God, that ye n1�y know that ye have eternal life, and
that ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God."

The fact that so few who profess to be Christians, rise
above the groaning and bondage of the old Sinfa.tic
Covenant, calling themselves '' miserable sinners" to
the end of their days, and praying that " in the ,vorld to
come, they may have eternal life," and be the subjects
of Divine mercy, is enough to make angels weep, and it
ought to stimulate every loyal saint to disseminate those
glorious truths relating to �' the Salvation which is in
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory," to all around, that some
weary hearts may be led into "joy and peace in
believing," and also to "abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13). You "rill
remember that ·when Paul and Silas went to Philippi, the
testimony borne concerning them was, that " These men
are the servants of the Most High God, ,vhich sho"r unto
us the zvay of Salvation.'' Would to God this were true
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of those ,vho occupy the pulpits of our land; but alas, 
bow few are worthy of the appellation. The trumpets of 
the many give forth " an uncertain sound ; " and they 
preach "another gospel," instead of "the· Gospel of our 
Salvation." 

SALVATION IS OF THE LORD. 

N o,v the point that first demands our attention in 
relation to this, is the fact that we are unable to do 
anything to save ourselves, and that "Salvation is of the 
Lord.'' In proof of the first, ,ve find in Ps. xiv. 2-3, 
"The Lord looked down from-heaven upon the children 
of 1nen, to see if there ,vere any that did understand, 
and seek after God. They are all gone aside, they are 
altogether become filthy, there is none that doeth good, 
no not one." Ages before this "God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every -imagination of the thoughts of his heart, ,vas only 
evil continually." Ages after this, man's moral and 
probationary history ·was brought to an end, ,vhen "God 
condemned sin in the flesh." ,Vhen Herod, Pontius 
Pilate, ,vith the Gentiles and the people of Israel ,vere 
gathered together," and demanded the crucifixion of the 
blessed Son of God, and "Pilate delivered Jesus to their

will," proving that the "carnal n1ind is emnity against 
God, it is not subject to the la'Y of God, neither indeed 
can be, so then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God." Therefore, man, having been weighed in the 
balances, was found ,van ting, and the verdict has gone 
forth : "All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God." It was in this due time that " Christ died for the 
ungodly." In Isa. lxiii. 5 Jehovah says : "I looked and 
there was none to help, and I wondered that there "ras 
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none to uphold, therefore, mine own arm brought 
salvation." . The parable of Luke x. illustrates our 
position and condition. The man ref erred to in this 
Scripture by our Lord, is the representative of the moral 
history of the ·whole Adam race, who are pursuing .a 
course of self-will in the downward road to destruction. 
His condition reminds us that we have fallen into the 
power of Satan, who has stripped us of all the primal 
glory that Adam had prior to his fall in Eden. That as 
the result of that one man's disobedience, we are all so 
wounded by sin, that heart, mind, and conscience, and all 
our moral being is corrupt and unrighteous. So that in 
God's sight, "the whole head is sick, the whole heart 
faint, from the sole of the foot even unto the head, there 
is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and 
putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither 
mollified by ointment" (Isa. 'i. 6). More than this, we 
" are without streugth" to save ourselves, and the moral 
and ceremonial law cannot help us to obtain deliveranee. 

RELIGION AND PHILANTHROPHY CANNOT SAVE. 

They abound in Christendom, and may cast upon 
unregenerate man the same look of pity, which the 
Priest and Levite gave to him who lay helpless upon the 
Jericho road, but they CANNOT SA VE. They may 
improve the circun1stances and surroundings, they may 
lop off. some of the branches of evil habits, but they 
cannot touch the root of the disease, nor " heal the 
wounds that sin have made." 

" Nothing but Thy blood, Lord Jesus, 
Can relieve the sinner's smart; 

Nothing else from guilt release us
Nothing else can cleanse the heart." 
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Nothing save that precious blood, by which our adorable 
Lord accomplished Redemption for us, can bring peace, 
to the conscience and joy to the heart. Only that 
blood can-

'' Break the power of cancelled sin, 
And set the prisoner free." 

Raising the sinner from his ruin, into that place of 
acceptance and new creation as se·t forth in Epb. i. ii. 

Every effort made by unregenerate people in the 
direction of trying to improve their condition, ,vhilst 
they are bondslaves of sin and Satan, only ends in 
disappointment. Well has one described all this, in the 
following ,vords :-

" Well I knew 'twas but through Jesus,_ 
That the sinner comes to God ; 

But with what we come to Jesus ! 
Ah ! 't,vas there I missed the road. 

� was bringing him obedience, 

When I should l1ave brought but sin ; 
So my knockin•g-, though half-frantic, 

No admittance thus could win. 

Then I studied to know better, 
,vhat already well I knew ; 

And the good things that I practised, 
Better still I strove to do. 

Yet the deeper grew the darkness, 
And the silence gre_w more dread ; 

· So, I owned my case was hopeless,
And 1ny soul among the dead. 

Then I cast me, self-desparing, 
On the Saviour's boundless grace ; 

Not _a hope had I of blessing, 
If He met not such a case. 
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And I felt that need so urgent, 
Scarce on earth could ever be; 

So I begged for one s.o ruined: 
�1:ercy instant, mercy free. 

Then, at once, the peace of pardon, 
Did my sinking soul restore ; 

And the love sprang up spontaneous, 
That I could not force before. 

,vben I took t,he place of SINNER, 
And at mercy's footstool lay ; 

Jesus took the place of SA VI OUR, 
And at once put sin away. 

Ah ! 'tis ruinous to cover 
Filt,hy sores, with rags more foul; 

Let us strip them bare before Him, 
That His grace may make us whole. 

He delights in shewing mercy 
To the soul that owns its sin ; 

But the sou] that thinks of earning,

Not a smile shall ever win. 

THE AUTHOR OF SALVATION. 

This is the third great point in our subject, viz., that 
Christ is "The Author of Eternal Salvation.". This is 
the great truth which forms the centre of all God's 
revelation, and his dealings in mercy with sinful man. 
God loves the world, and He ",vould have all men to be 
saved," · But then there must be a righteous channel 
through which the stream of grace may flow to sinners. 
This has been found in Christ, and through his atoning 
death, God's claims have all been met, and "God's glory 

. is great," in the sinner's salvation (Psa. xxi. 5). 
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THE ,v AY 01t SALVATION. 

This brings us to the fourth point, viz :-The way of 
Salvation. Af tcr our blessed Lord had taken our placo 
under the judgment of God, as declared in Isa. liii., Psa. 
lxix. 22, Luke xxiii., etc., tho record is given, that "all
things ,vhich ,vere written, in the Law of Moses, the Pro
phets, and the Psalms, were fulfilled." Then He said
unto them, thus is it ,vritten, and thus it behoved Christ
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day, and
that repentance, and REMISSION OF SINS should be·
preached, in His Name, among all nations, beginning at.
Jerusalem. As witnesses of 111any of these things, the
apostles and desciples "went everywhere preaching the
,,

r ord,', and ,:vaiting for no other authority to do it, than
this Divine commission; and "·we believe, and therefore
speak," 2 Cor. iv. 13. Their testimony was, "To you,.
is the word of THIS SALVATION sent ...... we declare unto 
you glad tidings ...... Be it known unto you, therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the j'orgivenness of sins: and by Him, all that be
lieve arejustzfiedfromall things, from which ye�ouldnot be 
justified by the lawof Moses (Acts xiii. 39). Their teaching 
was " that God was in Christ, reconciling the ,vorld unto• 
Himself, n�t imputing their trespasses unto them, and 
hath committed unto us THE l\IINISTRY OF RECONCILA-

TION ...... He hath made Him to be sin for us, who kne,v 
no sin, that ,ve might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him." This was "the Gospel of our Salvation,"' 
as Christ commissioned His own Al\ID.ASSADORS to 
preach it ; and everything that is not in harmony with 
this, ,ve must regard as "another gospel," however
plausably it may be commended to our notice. It was. 
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this "gospol, pron.cbod with tho Holy Ghost, sent down 
fron1 hon.von," thn.t n.ccomplishcd such mighty results in 
on.rly dn,ys. And, it is still God's power unto salvation, 
nnto ovary ono tbnt boliovoth." 

Tn1� l(No,vLI◄:DGE OF SALVATION.

It is important that wo should learn, on the authority 
of God's "\Vord, thn.t all ,vho do thus believe, receive the 
k11owlt1dge of Salvation, BY THE RKl\IISSION OF THEIR SINS

(Lnke i. 77). The fact thnt human theology, and the 
religion of Christendom, deprecates as presumption, all 
testimony of sn. ved . sinners, to the fact that they HA VE

tho present ltnowlodge of their salvation, and "deliverance 
fro1n the wru.th to come ,, (1 Thes. i. 10), and teaches 
peoplo that misbelief, and uncertanty is more becoming 
to them than faith

, 
is the greater reason why we should 

entreat everyone to "Search the Scriptures daily,"whether
these things are so, and pay n1oro heed to the plain 
teaching of God's ,�r ord, than they do to "the tradition 
of the fathers." "\Vhon ,ye "set to our seal that God is 
true,,, and " believe the tcstin1ony concerning His Son, 
,Ye then adopt the language of Luke i. 46-"lV[y soul doth 
magnify the Lord: my spirit hath rejoiced in Goe\ my 
Saviour,,, ,v e say with Isaiah, "Behold, God is my 
Salvation : I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord 
J ehova.h is n1y strength, a.nd 1ny song, He also is beco1ne 
my Salvation. Therefore, with joy shall we dra,v water 
out of the ,vells of salvation.'' The same prophet says 
also in Isaiah lxi. 10, "l will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in n1y God; for he hath clothed 
me ,vith the garments of salvation, He hath covei:ed me 
with tho robe of righteousness." In accord with this 
also, are the ,vords in Rev. i. 5, "Unto him that loved us, 
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and loosed us from our sins by His o-wn blood." In 2 
Tim. i. 9, the apostle Paul, thanked God "who RATH 
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not accord
ing to our works, but according to his own purpose, and 
grace, which ,vas given us. in Christ Jesus, before the· 
,vorld began;'' and, further on, he says, "I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him, against that day." 

Thank God, for such clear declaration as we find in 1 
John v. 13-'· These things have I ,vritten unto you, that 
believe on the Name of the Son of God, that ye may fu�OW 
that ye HAVE ETERNAL LIFE." Thus "'VE KNOW TH.AT 
,YE HAVE PASSED FROl\I DEATH, _UNTO LIFE j" when we 
yield " the obedience of faith," and rest our souls upon 
the testimony in the Scriptures concerning that Eternal 
Redenption, accomplished for us upon the Cro!i:s-upon 
the ground of which Eternal Salvation is besto"red, as a 
gift, upon every believer. 

THE Joy OF SALVATION. 

The sixth point of our considerations i� relation to 
"the Salvation of God," directs our thoughts to that 
worship and testimony, which is the certain accomplish
ment of true "faith in the Son of God." There are many, 
alas! who simply accredit, with 111ere mental assent, the facts 
related in the gospel, and being of out,vard moral chara
cter, they often pass for Christia�s, when they haye never 
received Christ, by faith ; nor heard the voice of God 
speaking to their conscience, "Thy sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more." 

We desire to help such to see God's more excellent way,

and that there is a ,vonderf u1 difference between what 

-, 
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people kno'"Y' as RELIGION, and CHRIST. Occupation with 
the former only.makes people miserable; whereas occupa
tion with CHRIST makes us happy, By reference to the 
following Scriptures, ,ve see that after ,ve have drunk of 
that living stream, which flowed out of THE ROCK which 
God s1note upon Calvery for us, there will be a well

ing up in our souls, of the living ·water, which is the 
worship of our redeemed spirits. This is the "offering up 
of spiritual sacrifice, acceptable to God, by Jesus Christ'' 
(1 Peter ii. 5), the response to Heb. xiii. 5-" By Him,,

the ref ore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God, con
tinually, that is the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to 
His Name." ,vhen the-ten Lepers were cleansed, as re
corded in Luke xvii., "one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glori
fied God,'' and fell down at his feet, giving Him thanks. 
This is also in accord with Ex. xv. , when lvloses and the 
children of Isr�el, sang "The Lord is my strength, and 
my song, and He is become my salvation, He is my God, 
and I will prepare Him an habitation." The Psalmist 
said, " What shall I render unto Jehovah, for all 
His benefits to,vards me � I will take the cup of salvation

,,

and call upon the name of the Lord" (Psa. m�.-viii. 19-20). 
"l\1ake a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation " (Psa. 
xcv. 5). "l\1y soul shall be joyful in the Lord; it shall
rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxxv. 9).

Is this, dear friend, your experience 1 If not, there 
can be no ·worship from your heart. For the dead praise 
not the Lord,' only those who are redeemed (see Psalms 
cviii), and it is to such God speaks in Psa. v. 23, "Gather 
my saints together unto Me: those that have made a 
covenant with Me, by sacrifice." In 1 Chron. :>..�i. 35, 
we also read the prayer of David, ,vhen the ark of God 
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was brought, and set in the place assigned to it .by God, 
IN THE MIDST OF HIS,REDEEMED PE,OPLE, it was then that 
David said, "Give us, 0. God, of our salvation, and 
GATHER us TOGETHER, and deliver us from the heathen, 
that we may give thanks to Thy Holy Name." And, it 
was upon the same occasion, that Israel ·were exhorted 
to "shew forth, from day to day, His salvation." 

, 

A PRESENT SALVATION. 

This brings us to the practical side of our subject, in 
·which there is much need to "exhort one another,'' that
we be more diligent in this great bus�ness, of "showing
forth the praises of Him, who has called.us out of darkness
into His marvellous light." That we, as God's witnesses,
give"expression in our daily lives, to the power of His
grace to control our actions, and make us that we may
"work out our own salvation, ,vith fear and trembling''
(Phil. ii. 12), In Isa. lxii. 1, we read that Jehovah can
not rest, "until the righteousness of His people goes forth
as brightness; and the salvation thereof, as a lamp that
burneth." According to Isa. xliii. 7-10, He had called
them by His Name, and created them for His glory,· and
He reminds them that they were . his ,vrTNESSES, a
people whqm He formed for Himself, that they should
shew forth His praises. ,v ould to God that we felt, as
Christians, the truth of these words, so influencing our
souls that we might more faithfully represent Hin1 and
be among men as I Pet. ii. 9, (R.v.), describes, "Ye are
an elect race, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
people for God's own possession, that ye may shew forth
the excellency of Him who called you out of darkne$s
into His marvellous light.'' This really explains the
orce of these words, that our salvation should be like
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"' a lamp that burnetb." That our lives and w·ords should 
be a perpetual testin1ony that shall be "known and read" 
-0£ all men, commending unto them that Saviour, and
His great salvation.

And now ,ve turn to another aspect of HIS ,voRK O'.!J

SALVATION FOR us, viz : deli:verence from present cares, 
.and all the dangers, trials, and temptations of our wilder
ness experience. Concerning this, we read in Rom. v. 
10, "Much more being reconciled (by His death) ,VE 
SHALL BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE." It is in this connection 
that we read in Heb. vii. 25, "Wherefore, He is able also 
to SA VE them for evermore, who come unto God by Him, 
.seeing HE EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR us." 
Assured of our eternal security, by faith in His atoning 
.death, ,ve are frequently reminded in the "'\Vord, that "He 
now appears in the presence of Gop. for us, inviting us to 
-come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help, in time of need."
"The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; He is
their strength in the time of trouble, and the Lord will
help them, and deliver them ...... and save them because 
they trust in Him." 

A, FUTURE SALVATION. 

But there is a salvation yet future, ,vhen we shall be 
saved from the presence of sin, and glorified together ,vith 
Christ. This is " the Hope of salvation " referred to in 
1 Thess. v. 8. The salvation that is "nearer than ,vhen 
we believed" (Rom. xiii. 12). "The Hope" in which we 
.are saved (Rom. xiii. 24 (R, v). The "salvation ready to 
be revealed ,, (1 Pet. i. 3-5). This will be the fulfiln1ent 
-0f our Lord's Prayer in J obn ·xvii. , "Father, I ,vill, that 
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they also whom Thou have given Me, be with Me where 
I am, that they may behold My glory, which thou hast 
given me; for thou lovedst Me before the foundation of 
the world." 

·v,.r ell, there£ ore, may we sing-

" But Lm·d 'tis for Thee, for thy comina ,ve wait, 

The sky-not the grave-is our goal ; 

Oh, trump of the angel ! Oh, voice of the Lord! 

Blessed hope ! blessed rest of iny soul ! " 

This is "THE SALVATION WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS, 
. 

. 

,vITH ETERNAL GLORY" (2 Tim. ii. 10). May God give 
us to kno,v in our hearts its blessedness and to rejoice in 
it, and she,v it forth day by day. 



THE APOSTLES9 DOCTJRINE, 

FELLOWSHIP, BREAKING OF BREAD, 

AND PRAYERS. 

--00--

TI7HE age in ,vhich we live, is characterised by every 
@} 1 � form of dissipation, and superficial religious 

profession. The result of this is, that many 
true Christians are carried away by the spirit of the age, 
and very little heed is given to such exhortations as 
that found in 1 Tim. vi. 11. " Follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness," and "give atten
dance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrlne : medltate

I • 

upon these things : give thy�elf ·wholly, to them : that 
thy profiting may appear to all."-(1 Tim. iv. 13-16). 

If our Lord had occasion to upbraid His disciples for 
" their folly and slowness of heart, to believe all that 
the prophets had spoken," ,vhat must be His present 
estimate of the millions in Christendom, ,vho possess 
the precious vV ord of God : yet pay so little regard · to 
its precepts and examples. 

Now let us turn our attention to what the Scriptures 
s�y about�" THE APOSTLES' TEACHING.'' From the book 
of THE ACTS, we may learn that the GOSPEL OF GOD; bore 
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testimony concerning HIS SON JESUS CHRIST ; and this 
was the primary subject of the apostles' doctrine, or 
teaching. 

It declared that He ,vas "the end of the law for 
righteousness to· every one that believeth," because" God 
hath concluded all in unbelief," and stopped every sinner's 
mouth : so that all the world may become guilty before 
Him. 

It urged the necessity of the New birth ; Remission of 
sins, and Reconcilation to God; ,vith peace· as its blessed 
result. Regeneration was to be evidenced by " ,valking in 
newness of life." "Joined to the Lord": and brought 
into the position of sons and daughters', God's people 
·were to be separate from this present evil age : according
to Gal. i. 4, and 2 Cor. vi. 14.

The force of the latter Scripture " Be not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers,'' would suggest the 
following division. ",vhat fellowship hath righteous
ness ,vith unrighteousness i "-The commercial relation
ship, in which God's people should not be in partnership 
with the unregenerate. Next, "What communion hath 
light with darkness f' -Referring to moral thing�, embrac
ing the pleasures of the world. Then the third question, 
" What concord hath Christ with Belial �''-refers to 

. the world's Politics, with which those whose " citizenship 
is in heaven," according to Phil. iii. 20 : have nothing 
to do. The fourth part raised is, " What part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel 1 "-"\Vhich may take in the 
Social aspect of our Ii ves, and keep believers from 
dishonouring their Lord, by forming unequal marriage 
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ties with unconverted persons. And, lastly, "\Vhat 
· agreement hath the temple of God ,vith idols 1" Surely
this must have references to our Ecclesiastical associations,
,vhich must also be "according to the truth,'\vherefore He
says in Rev. xviii. 4: "come out of her my people: that
ye be not partakers of her sins ; and that ye receive not
of her plagues." The salient ... fcatures of THE APOSTLES'
TEACHING : had therefore ref ere nee to Eternal Redemp
tion accomplished by Christ upon the Cross: and
Eternal Salvation for every believer, as set forth in the
following outline of THE GOSPEL.

I.-Its Character is set forth in Luke ii. 10: Glad

Tidings or Good vVords, which term expresses Yarious 
characteristics, see Mark i. 18: Acts xv. 7: Rom. x. 16: 
Col. i. 5 : 1 Cor. iv. 15 : Cor. xv. 1 : Gal. ii. 5. 

II.-The Gospel is the declaration of God's mind on 
seven distinct points, which are : -

1.-The Righteousness of God-Rom. i. 17-18: Rom. 
iii. 21-21.

2.-The Guilt of J\'.fan-Rom. i. 21 : Rom. iii. 19.
,

3.-God's Judgment on Man's Guiltness-Rom. i. 32:
Rom. ii. 8-9-16 : Gal. ii. 7, &c. 

4.-God's provision in divine substitution to meet this 
need-see Isa. liii. 6 : John xi. 49-52 : Rom. v. 6-2 : 
Cor. v. 21 : 1 P�t. iii. 24. 

5.-God's Justifying Justice-Rom. iii. 26 : Rom. viii. 
28-32: Acts xiii. 38-39.

6.-Provision to give this full ana. eternal effect in
Priestly work of a resurrected Christ-Heh. vii. 28: 
l James ii. 1-3.
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7.-Hope of Glory in the once-hopeless Sinner-Eph. .
. 12 C 1 

. 
9.7 T

. . 9 11. : 0 . 1 . .:.i : It. 1 • .;.,. 

III.-The perfections of this Gospel are set forth in the 
follo,ving characteristics. It is "The Gospel of God," Rom. 
ii. Its source being His eternal counselling grace-Eph.
i. 11. Also in counselling redemption before the fall
John vi. 27 : Rom. viii. 39 : Eph i. 4 : 1 Peter i-ii. 20:
Psalms cxxxix. 15-16: also in maintaining JusticP-, and
vindicating Holiness. Promise-Gen. iii. 15. Fulfilment
-John iii. 14-16. Further it is the GOSPEL OF HIS SON
�Rom. i. 9: This is the characteristic of Mark's Gospel
It sets forth the· Gospel as invested with the authority
of God's Son-see Heh. i. 2 : Heb. ii. 3 : Matt. xxi. 37.

The objects of this Gospel are, to rescue and deliver 
sinners from the penalty and the power of sin-1 Thess. 

, i. 10: to bring disciples to Christ-Matt. xxviii. 19: 
and sons to Glory-He b. ii. I 0. 

It presents to us His implicit obedience as· the first 
Messenger of the glad tidings-see Psalm xi. 6-8: ·John 
viii. 39 : Heh. x. 5-7. It also originates sonship as the
pre-requisite for all service-Is�. xiii 1 : Matt. iii. 17 : .
Heb. vii. 28: and Mark's Gospel i. 7. Further it is THE
GOSPEL oF OHRIST-Roin. i. 16 : Rom. 'xv 19 : Acts ii.
3-6 : Rom. ix. 22 : x. 38 : xviii. 5 : xvii. 3 : · 1 Cor. i.
23: Luke ix. 18-19 . He was the anoi:r;ited of God: and
we in .Him receive the anointing: according to Luke
iv. 18: John i. 41 : Acts ii. 36: I John ii. 27 : Acts
xi. 26. This GOSPEL, according to the Apostles' Teaching,
was to be "preached unto all nations, for the obedience
of faith," and it alone was "God's power unto salvation,
to every one that believeth."-see Rom. chap. i.16: ili: v:
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Then further, as to THE BELIEVER'S STANDING ; the 
APOSTLES DOCTRINE is set forth as follows:-

1.-0UR PAST STANDING. In the first- Adam as proba
tioners of death.-1 Cor. xv. 22-45-49 : Rom. v. 12-14 : 
As children of wrath-Eph. ii. 3 : John iii. 18-36 : As 
children of disobedience-Eph. ii. 2 : 1 John iii. 23 : 
Acts :xvii. 30. Of which the recompense is found in 
2 Thess. i. 8. Vl e were also " without Christ ''-Eph. 
ii. 12: and hence under the curse.-Gal. iii. 10. Also
'' without God;" and therefore in darkness-see Acts
xxvi. 18: Eph. iv. 18 :-also '' without hope;" and there
fore without any me�ns of escape from destruction, see 1
Thess. v. 3. Further, in our former unregenerate state,
sin was imputed-see Rom. v. 12: and judgment was the
result-Rev. xx. 12 But in contrast to this: II-THE
PRESENT STANDING OF THE BELIEVER, is seen in
in Eph. i. 12-13 :-ii. 13: Gal. iii. 27; to b·e ''in Christ;"
also 2 Cor. v. 17 : "a new creation;" also Eph. i. ·3.
-" Blessed with all spiritual blessings."

III-The several features of this STANDING is seen in
the Gospel, 1 Cor. xv. 1 ; and also set forth in the 
following :-

I .-Salvation, to God : from eternal j udgment-see 
1 Cor. xv. 2 : 1 Thess. i. 10: 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

2.-Eternal Lije.-J ohn iii. 16 :-v. 14 :-vi. 4 7 :-x. 
28 :-xx. 31. 

3.-Liberty.-J ohn viii. 32-36 :-xi. 44: Gal. v. 1. 
4.-Assurrance.-Acts xvii. 31: 1 John v. 13-10: 

Isa. xxxii. 17. · This is referred to in 1 Thess. i. 5 : as 
"much assurance." In Heb. x. 22.-"The assurance of 
faith." In Col. ii. 2.-" The assurance of understanding." 
In Heb. xi. 11.-" The assurance of hope." 
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5.-The. next feature of blessing in this relation is 
Power-see 1 Cor. i. 18 :-ii. 4 :-Rom. i. 16 :-xvi. 
25 : Col. i. 11 : Eph. i. 19-23: Eph. iii. 20: Phil. iv. 13. 

6.-" LOVE, and A SOUND l\IIND."-2 Tim. i. 7: 
Col. 3 : 1 Thess. i .. 3 : John xiii: 1 Cor. xiii: 2 Tim. 
i. 13: 1 Tim. i. 3-10 :-iv. 6-13 :-vi. 3.

7 .-Also HOPN.-Col. i. 5 : Titus i. 2 : Rom. v. 5.
Further, ,ve do well to note also, that our STANDING IS 
IN GRACE-Rom. v. 2 :. and quite apart from vVorks :
see Titus iii. 6 :  1 Pet. v. 10-12: Rom. iv: and its effect 
should be to produce grace in the character :-see Titus 
ii. 12 : Heh. xii. 28 : 2 Pet. iii. 18. And note well, that
as our STANDING IS BY FAITH.-Rom. xi. 20 : 2 Cor. i. 24:
so this faith produces and manifests good works in the
lives of all true believers :-see Gal. v. 6: Phil ii. 12-13 :
James 1i. 17-26. Further, believers �re told how to STAi,D
IN THE CONFLICT with adverse powers, which oppose their
enjoyment of the blessings ·which ditj.ne grace provides.
The requisite for this is ."the ,vhole armour of God :''
see Eph. vi. 13-14: and "God is able to make them stand:''
-Rom. xiv. 4. They are also to STAND FAST IN THE
FAITH-1 Cor. xvi. 13. Fearlessly contending for all
God's truth-that " faith once for all delivered unto the
saints.''

Wehavethereforc seen that ''THE APOSTLES' TEACHING," 
bearing upon the relationship of mankind towards God : 
represents them all as ruined, guilty sinners, "chz"ldren 
o.f wrath,'' BY NATURE; and " children of disobedience," 
BY PRACTICE. And, that salvation from this state; the 
remission of sins, and reconciliation to God, has been 
accomplished by the ,vork of Christ; "who obtained 
eternal redemption for us;" and is no,v seated at the 
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right bn.nu of the Majesty in the heavens, the glcrified 
Sin-purger; of ,vhon1 the Holy Ghost is the witness; and 
reveals Him to our souls. He boing according to J obn 
xiv. 16 : 1 John ii. 20 : " another Paraclate : '' dwelling
in each boliover, and also pres�nt in the church, to con
duct its worship, and regulate its ministry. These ar.e
some of the funda,uental trutlts, in relation to "the Gospel
of our Salvation ; " which leads us forward to · the
acknow ledgment of His claim upon us AS LORD. And
1 Cor. xii 3, reminds us that no man can �ay that Jesus
is tlte Lord, but by the Holy Spirit. (See also Acts ii.
36 : Phil. iii. 8). True conversion leads into "THE

• TESTIMONY OF J.b:SUS CHRIST OUR LORD," referred to in
2 Tim. i. 8, in which ,ve are called upqn to act in loyalty
to Him, and His truth. Now, if we have believed on
Christ as Redeemer; know Him as ,our Saviour; and
o,vn Him as our Lord, ,ve shall· be seeking H;s grace to
carry out all His revealed ,vill-and begin, as the early
Christians did, with the ordinance of

BAPTISl\I. 

This was observed immediately a.fter "they received His 
word "-see Acts ii. 41. That this ordinance is still 
to be observed by those that believe, is plain from the 

. scriptures of Truth, and nei�her tradition, nor the fear of 
man, should hinder the children of God from obeying it. 
Alas! that many of the children of God should be depriv
ed of the blessing given by God to those who in obedience 
to His word, observe His ordinances ; and likewise fail 
to apprehend in their souls, the great truths symbolised 
therein. The baptism of a believer in ,vater is the sign 
of death, burial, and resurrection with Christ; and when 
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rightly apprehended by the soul, it is as God intended it 
to be, a reminder t.o tho believer, that he is severed from 
the world_; dead indeed to sin; and that he has passed 
from Satan's dominion, to know Christ as his Lord 
and Leader, even as the nation of Israel, J ehovah's 
redeemed people were baptised unto Moses, to own him 
as their ne,v Leader, and reckoned themselves dead to 
Pharoah and his service in Egypt. That baptism is for 
believers, and believers only, and that the _mode is by 
immersion, fa borne out by the Scriptures clearly and 
fully, as also. by the practice of the early disciples, and 
the history of the Church. 

The sprinkling of infants, the regarding of baptism as 
a Sacrament, and the equivalent of - regeneration are 
inventions of men, who ever seek to obscure God's 
truth by their own tradition. Le 'i us hold fast the 
truth. 

Then ,ve�shaU.emulate those who" continued steadfastly 
in the Apostles teaching,'' as ,ve have seen. And thus 
we shall contend earnestly for the faith,-once for all 
delivered to the saints," and holding fast every jot and 
tittle of our Lord's revealed will ; assured that '· every 
,v ord of God is pure ;" and that all of it was " breathed 
by the Holy Spirit;" we· shall be led by Him into that 
blessed FELLO\VSHIP, to ,vhich reference is marle in 
Acts ii. 48. There believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
are brought into a new sphere of privilege; unknown to 
the saints of former dii;pensations. 

THE FELLo,vsHIP . 

The first aspect of this ,vondrous theme is ref erred to 
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in 1 John i. 3., in the ,vords, " Truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

This begins with the new birth, ,vhen "the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God," is reveal
ed to us by the Holy Spirit-and being thus liberated 
from our sins, and able to call Him "Abba Father.'' All 
,vho have a common interest in the work of Redemption, 
are baptised into the same Body, according to 1 Cor. xii: 
Eph. ii :-iii :-iv. This is a divine fellowship of life, 
from which nothing can sever us; since we are "joined 
to the Lord."-(see 1 Cor. vii. 17, and Acts v. 14). 
According to Eph. ii. 13-22 : Heh. x. 22: the basis of all 

fellowship' is Redemption and Reconcilation, by the 
blood of the cross, and the Holy Spirit is the wondrous 
power that draws believers' hearts into that unity, 
ref erred to in Eph. iv : Phil. ii : and expressed by the 
,vords "all that believed were together "-(Acts ii. 44). 

This bring us to the other aspect of this subject, viz: · . 
.

FELLOWSHIP ONE \YITH·ANOTHER. 

This aspect of fellowship is little understood, especially 
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP, in which it must be clear to all that 
there are solemn responsibilities to our Lord, and duties to 
fulfil "one toward another;" for which the first essential is 
'' walking in the light "-1 John i. 7 : and " obeying 
the truth." Then there is the truth to guide us in 
RECEIVING, EXPULSION, and RESTORATION, into that 
circle of fellowship, connected with our testimony; as 
churches of ·God, gathered to the Name of His Son. ,v e 
all should be very conscious of the fact that our place in 
the House of God, is due to the infinite grace of God ; 
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who has saved, and justified, and sanctified us. Thisshould 
make us humble. And the love shed abroad in our hearts 
to Him who begat us, must surely flow out to all who are 
begotten of Him, and are fellow-heirs of the same salva
tion and glory. Thus it is, we have already pointed out. 
"\Ve are therefore called upon to recognise as fellow
members of the body of Ghrist, and act in fellowship with 
such as are ,valking in the light, and truth; "to the 
glory of God," as set forth in 1 Cor. v :-xi : 1 John 1 : 
Rom. xv. Now, clearly, there is a point when such are 
thus RECEIVED into the circle of assembly fellowship ; 
and recognised as co-partners, in all privileges and respon
sibilities. For nothing less than this is contemplated in 
the divine appointment in relation to the· church. Now, 
by referance to· Acts ix. 26-28, we find the account of 
Paul's first appearance . at Jerusalem, and how " He 
assayed to join himself to the disciples; but they ,vere 
all afraid of him; and believed not that he was a disciple." 
But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the Apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the 
way, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus, in the Name of the Lord." 
So little is said in the Scriptures with reference to this 
point of reception, that we need to carefully note what 
the Spirit of God bath said here. First-The assembly is 
clearly. entitled to have a sat�sfactory testimony regard
ing the conversion of any one desiring to enter the circle 
of its fellowship. And further, to know the manner 
of life, and doctrine, of all its mem hers ; seeing that 
responsibility and 1Jrivilege are joined together. It was 
therefore after Barnabas had satisfied the Apostles, 
respecting Paul's faith, and practice, and doctn·ne; that he 
was accredited as a disciple, who was eligible for the 
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fellowship. And so "ho wm; with thorn, coming i11, n11d 
going ont n,t Jorn�mlo1u." 

It is tho r�spo11sibility of ovory n.ss01nbly of sainLs, to· 
judge ovcry fonn of apostncy nuulifoRte<l in thoso who 

. arc \VlTHrN the circle of their followship; nH<l to 1•t1T'

A"rAY fr01n the privileges of Go<l's Ttonso, thoso who 
hn.ve become defiled by evil uoctrine or practice, awl who• 
repent not of their sins, \Yo dn.re not ignoro those 
Scriptnreswhich ton.eh ns t]ui.t wo aro en.Hod nnto the circlo 

' 

of "THR li'J•�LL0"7SHTP 01!' Jji�SUS CHRIST OUlt LOttn;" n.1ul 
that we mn.y, by n.postn.cy frorn His wn.ys, forfoit tho· 
privileges pertn.ining to thn.t circle, 1 Cor. v : 1 Tiin. ii. 
16-21. Rev. ii. n.nd iii., mn.rks tho Lord's dissn.provn.l of
evil ; calling npon His saints to "purge themselves,,.
from all association with those who by their
evil doctrine or practice n.ro un1nistn.kn.bly 1nn.rked as
" vessels to dishonour;'' and to lhnit thoir fellowship to,
those "who call upon the Lord out of a pure hoart."

In acting on these Scriptures, wo need to sook grace to· 
be preserved fron1 raising up sectarian barriers to 
this blesscdfel/01vshp; n.s well as tJrn,t wo mn.y be pre
served from the sin of sanctioning n.ny of those which 
others have raised up to God's dishonour. Titus wo slrn,11 
be able, "to rightly divide the word of truth ; " "prove 
those things that are oxcollont ; " n.nd provo thA blo�sed
ness of Psahn cxxxiii. 1-4. A.1nidst 01n· nrn,nifold 
shortcomings, let us never loso faith in 'i God, and tho 
,v ord of His grace ; " n.nd, remo1nbor, that Ho has not, 
only mado proVIsion for I-Iis pooplo to bo "ca//4:d togt:thr:r ;,,. 
but also that the power of the Holy Spirit is sntliciont,. 
to keep tltem together; and onn.ble thon1 to walk in tho 
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fear of the Lord; carrying out the divine principle that 
we have been considering. But apart fronz His effectual 
working in us, all systematising and organisation will 
but work dissent, and furnish evidence of our lack of 
-" the . communion of the Holy Spirit." Before closing 
these remarks upon "THE FELLo,vsHIP," we may remind 
you that the term means CO-PARTNERSHIP, in the joys, 
:Sorrows, and responsibilities of God's called out, and 
gathered together people. vVhere this is really under
stood, saints ,vill emulate the Thessalonian and Philippian 
-churches, and show practical FELLO\VSHIP IN THE GOSPEL :
by their powers, presence, and. efforts to assist those
who are called to .preach it; and by using every means
-to spread the knowledge of salvation that is in Christ
.Jesus. Further, there will also be that FELLO\VSHIP IN
_MINISTERING TO NECESSITIES OF SAI�TS, ,vhich is ref erred
to in 2 Cor. viii. 14 : ix. 13: Rom. xii. 13: 1 Tim. vi. 18.
Now, as the APOSTLES' DOCTRINE formed the tello,vship
-of saints, so THE BREAKING OF BREA]? expressed it; for
1 Cor. x. 17 says, "For we, being many, are one bread,
and ONE BODY ; for we are all partakers of that one
bread." "The breaking of bread '' upon the first day
of the week, was intended to be a h:i.llowed communion of
His body, broken for us ; and His blood shed "for us.

THE BREAK!NG OF BREAD 

By reference to 1 Cor. xi : Acts xx. 7: ,ve may learn, 
-that the observance of this ordinance was limited to,
I. The Lord's people: 2., That it was kept on the Lord's
.day : 3. That the Lord's Table, is the place, where the
.claims of His revealed will, are to be carried out, as is
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here seen. 4. And it was here that they showed forth 
the Lord's deatlt, being thus reminded of their debtorship 
to Hiin, for the unspeakable gift of eternal life. 5. And 
all this ,vas to be observed, in anticipation of the Lord's
coming again. May the Hc,ly Spirit create in us all 
worshipping hearts. That we inay "praise the Name of 
the Lord, with a song ; and magnify Him with thanks
giving : " learning at the Cross, the wondrous i�port of 
this memorial £east. So that as we break the ]oaf, it may 
humble us to· think how "we was numbered with the 
"transgrassors," and endured the judgment of a righteous 
God, that He might redeem us unto Himself, and give 
us the place of privilege that we occupy at His Table. 

THE PRAYERS 

"Prayers" come next. '\Ve may here be reminded of the 
saying, that as in "Breaking of Bread;" we "remember 
Him;" "so, in prayers, we remember one another." And 
it is a wondrous privilege that as believers we should, "in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv ... 
ing, let our requests be made known unto God."-Phil. 
iv. 6. Of course, true prayer "in tlze Holy Spirit," referred
to in Jude 20, will begin in our closets; and we there
learn the blessing of "pouring out our hearts before
Him," and '· asking the Father, in the name of the Son;"
for whatsoever the Holy Spirit teaches us to be our
need. In this relation, we may profitably n1editate upon
the examples recorded of Abraham in Gen. xviii; His ser
vant in Gen.xxiv.12-14,and 2 Chron.xiv.10-11: Hezekiah
xxx. 18: Nehemiah i. 4-11 : iv. 9-15 : Dan. ix. 3-19 :
and the many cases recorded of the exercise of ·that faitll,
which honours God; and which God delights to honou,·.
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l3ut, beyond our prayers for the supply of personal need, 
we have also to act under the guidance of the Holy 
-Spirit, in expressing before the Lord, the needs of His 
_gathered people; for ,vhich ,ve have the promise of 
Matt. >."Viii. 19-20 : and the instances recorded in Acts 
• 

·iv. 24-29: viii. 15: xii. 5-17: xvi. 25-26: John xiv. 13-14:
xvi. 22. Like those early Christians, ,ve are called upon
·to prove the sufficiency of His wisdom and po,ver, to
meet the necessities of His little .flock ; and the conviction
lies deep upon our souls, that if leading brethren in the
-churches of God, but "gave thenzselves continually to prayer,
.and the 111inistry of the Word," as suggested in Acts
vi. 14 : 1 Cor. vii. 5.-if there "ras that lowly spirit of
,v AITING UPON GOD; exemplified in Dan. ix: and enjoin
ed in 2 Cor. i: ii: ix. 14: Phil. i. 4-19 : Col. iv. 2-14 :
Matt. xviii. 21: we should be ever having "times of
·refreshing from the presence of the Lord." This would
·include a REVIVAL of loyalty and consistency in church
testimony ; and a going on as saints together in one
heart .of one mind. But these things will never be
.attained by plat£ orm agitation, or ecclesiastical con
federacy.

Let us remember that" OUR SUFFICIENCY IS OF GOD." 

1n the living God is our strength, and in Him there is 
all that individually and collectively ,ve need, to make 
us, and to keep us tru.e witnesses to His Name, His 
Glory, and His Truth here, on earth, until that hour 
when He shall come and call to His own immediate 
presence, to be for ever with Himself. 

0 TEACH us more of Thy blest ways, 
Thou holy Lamb of God ! 

And fix and root us in Thy grace, 
As those redeemed by blood. 



( 
l 
' 

THE APOSTLES' DOCTRINE. 

0 tell us often of Thy love, 
Of o.ll Thy grief and pain ; 

And let our hearts with joy confess 
That thence comes all our gain. 

For this, 0 may we freely count 
Whate'er we have but loss; 

The�dearest object of our love, 
Compared with 'rhee, but dross. 

Engrave this deeply on our hearts 
ConforID our ways to Thine, 

That so we may, in some degree, 
Reflect the light divine. 
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GOVERNMENT & MINISTRY 

IN THE 

0::S:U-RO:H: OF GOD_ 

---�•---

N considering a subject of such importance as this, 
it is needful that ,ve should understand the 
character of God's ,vays with man in the past; 

and thus learn, that IJe has ever acted upon such 
principles, as maintain order and discipline in the govern
ment of His l(ingdom. 

All history goes to prove, that it is only by this 
means that His great Name is glorified upon th'e earth; 
and the happiness and prosperity of His subjects 
ensured. 

Psalm xvii. 28, reminds us, that Jehovah is "The 
Governor among the nations," which truth is further 
illustrated in Dan. ii. 21., iv. 17. 25: and in the Epistle 
,ve are taught, that " God is not the author of con
fusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints." 

Y..T e learn from Gen. t that at the outset, GOD GAVE 
ADAM DOMINION over all creation; calling upon him 
to acknowledge the sovereign rights of His Creator 
by rendering absolute obedience to His will. 

That he failed in this responsibility, and banishment 
from Eden was the result,, is a fact known to us all. 

In Gen. ix. ,ve get a further i:evelation of God's 
thoughts concerning government. When God blessed 
NOAH, and ·gave him DO)IINION IN TIIE EARTH, He 
then committed to Noah the sword of government, with 
which he was instructed to punish evil doers. (see ix. 
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5-6) and rule for God in the earth.I
F .AI�URE was likewise stamped upon this. We next

find in Gen. xii. that God called Abraham out from the 
ruin that ensued, and consituted him the head of an elect 
family; and in this connection the important principle 
of Gen. xviii. 19 is found, "For I know Him that he 
will command his children, and his household after him ; 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to 'do justice 
and judgment." 

When the heads of such families failed to hold the 
reins of government, and allowed �license and iniquity 
in their children, we see them involved in sorrow and 
punishment. 

God held His people responsible for the conduct of 
their households. 

The sad records of failure and divine judgment upon 
the families of Eli, Samuel, David, and Solomon, are 
too well known to need comment. 

In the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, we get the 
statutes and judgments ,of God, telling us what He 
required from His redeemed people ; and the penalties 
also incurred by disobedience. 

All the historical and prophetical books show us 
clearly, that God is a God of government. 

When the childr�n of Israel ref used to hear His voice; 
despising His law, and doing despite to His grace; He 
finally withdrew His throne and glory from their midst; 
gave them into the hands of their enemy the King 
of Babylon, and ·transferred the ruling power to 
Nebuchadnezzar. (see Dan. ii. 37.) 
. Since then, EARTHLY GOVERNMENT HAS REMAINED 

IN THE HANDS OF THE GENTILES. 
God in sovereign grace is working in the present 
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dispensation, calling out from the world around ,� A 
people for His Name." That ·call constitutes all believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, "a heavenly people,'' and the 
Epistles ref er to them as all having been baptised in 
one Spirit into One Body: of which Christ Himself is 
THE HEAD : and- in this aspect, we see the wondrous 
place of divine privilege unto which we have· been 
brought, and from .which no human power can dissever 
us. This is set forth in Ephesians, and kindred epistles. 
But by reference to the Corinthian epistles we see, that 
there is a sphere of governD?-ent viz.-in '' THE CHURCH 
OF Gon :" the fellowship of ''J esµs Christ, our Lord," and 
in this circle, we are responsible to give effect to God's 
instructions relating to government. The Church, is 
HIS HOUSE, and our present concern is, to learn on what 
principle its government proceeds . 

.Are we brought into a Democracy where everyman can 
do what seems ''right in his own eyes 1" Most assuredly 
not! Old Testament history has its solemn warnings 
in all these matters, and we may learn from the Book of 
Judges, how disastrous were the effects upon Israel, ,vhen 
they forgot the allegiance that was due_ to God as their 
-KING, and acted in the license of pleasing themselves,
every man doing "that which was right in his own eyes."

And to this we may add the testimony of every
nation's history, which clearly shows that social dis
order, commercial disaster, and all the horrors of
internal dissolution takes place wherever the ruling
power in any state is relaxed, and the hand of the la,v
is slow to maintain order, according to God's principles
laid down for RULERS in Romans xiii. 1-5.

Now, let us turn to the CHURCH OF GOD. Does its
_iPresent state jmpress us with the grand ideal set before
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us in the Scriptures 1 Alas, No! vV e see the spirit of 
faction and self-pleasing rife upon every hand, and very 
little heed paid to Divine principles. 

Expediency has given place to the- spirit of lowly 
obedience to OUR LORD J ESUR CHRIST, and even amongst 
those who are professedly gathered llnto His Name, 
there is a deplorable lack of conscience, exercised in the 
matter of pleasing. Him, in our family and church life
�nd a readiness to act upon human maxims, instead of 
clinging, with a reverent spirit, "tq the law and to the 
testimony." 

The spirit of lawlessness is creeping in upon every 
hand, under the false impression, that because we 
rightly reject the assumption of certain classes of

humanly-ordained priests, bishops, ministers, pastors,· 
and clergy, most of whom assume the right to offeciate, 
by virtue of _appointments received at the hands of 
their fellow-m�n, we must therefore recognise no order 
in divine things at all. 

We know these to be contrary to the arrangements 
made by our Lord and Master for HIS HOUSE, and 
therefore dissociate ourselves from them. Nevertheless, 
we recognise God's ministry, and a government that is of 
God, and according to His will in the church, and pray 
that He may raise up, fit, and commission men of His 
choice, to act as overseers, pastors, rulers, and teachers 
amongst His gathered people. 

Now, our object is to show that there still, are su�h 
men amongst us. That we do well to pray continuously 
for them; and to "esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake." That it is incumbent upon us to 
obey and honour them in every possible way, so long 
as we see_ them doing God's work, in His way. Their
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title to our esteem and honour being, the grace and 
the gift that we see manifested in them, and not any 
earthly status. 

I Cor. xiv. 23, reminds us, that " God is not the 
author of confusion." But He everywhere enjoins 
ORDER upon the assemblies of His people: and nowhere 
gives any countenance to the lawless spirit of the age, 
which says that "Jack is as good as his master." 

A pure THEOCRACY w.as God's mode of Government 
with Israel, until in their apostacy, they desired to be 
like the nations ; and nothing less than a recognition of 
the wondrous truth tha� "JESUS IS IN THE MIDST," AS 
LORD over our souls, and spirits will put and keep us 
right in these matters." 

The teaching is plain in I Cor xii, xiv; that all 
things must be done "decently, and in order," and 
"unto edifying." Co.I. ii. 5, expresses the apostle's joy in 
beholding their order and the stedfastness of their 
faith." Titus was sent to Crete, " to set in order the 
things that are wanting." 

GoD's CHURCH IS TO BE A CIRCLE OF DIVINE RULE. 

MosEs was faithful in. all His house as a servant ; 
but Christ as a Son, over his own house; whose house,

"Hb ... 6 are we. e . 111. •

· In connection with this thought, remember the Cen
turion's words in Matt. viii. 8-9. " I also am a man 
under authority, having soldiers under me ; and I say 
to one man, go, and he goeth, and to another man 
-0ome, and he cometh ; and to my servant, do this, and 
he doeth it." 

What, a picture this presents to us, of the obedience 
and order that should be manifest in God's House, or
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Church I The recognition of Christ's authority there. 
The Centurion owned the authority of Crosar as 

absolute, over himself. So should we qwn and obey the 
rule of Christ Jesus AS LORD, over our entire being. 

Th� effect of this would be such circumspection in 
what we say, and do, that our very thoughts would be 
"led'' into captivity to the obedience of Christ ; and 
a readiness to avenge all disobedience. (2 Cor. x. 5-17. 
Rom. xiv. 8-9). 

Then should ·we know, how to act unitedly as assem
we are gathered together," and we then realize " the 
blies, when, "In the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
power of our LORD JESUS CHRIST," to put away any 
evil person, and maintain godly order in the assembly. 

This ·would also lead us to wait upon God more 
patiently_; and be more clearly assured of the promp
tings of the Holy Spirit, before we venture to give out 
a h�n ; read a por.tion of Scripture ; lead the assembly · 
in prayer; or teach, ·and exhort fellow-saints. ' 

We need to realize that we are "servants under 
authority." 

There is doubtless a divine order in the Scriptures 
of truth, which suggest to us the need of a more 
wholesome exercise of our souls in. God's holy presence 
before we act in Divine things ; and this will prevent 
any " talk of the lips; which tendeth only to penury." 

Observe how that remarkable chapter (Rom. xii.) 
dealing with GJFI's commences I 

The believer is there exhorted to "present his body, 
a living sacrifice" before he is instructed, concerning 
the various GIFTS bestowed by Christ upon His Church. 
And we shall do well to learn practically, what it is to 
be transformed by the renewing of our mirids, that we 
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may "prove what· is that good, and· acceptable, and 
perfect will of God." Then we shall THROUGH GRACE 
GIVEN UNTO us, not think more highly of ourselves 
than we ought, but "sobe_rly, as God hath given to 
every man the measure of faith." 

From 1 Cor. xii. 4.-11, we learn, that the Holy Spirit 
is the Sovereign dispenser of GIFTS ; and Eph. iv. 11. 
R. v., tells us these are given, for " the perfecting of
the saints unto the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ."

Many a young brother, instead of waiting upon his 
gift; and seeking the Spirit's teaching and guidance in 
the use of it, is more anxious to exercise it in the 
assembly, with the desire to obtain a place in the 
saint's esteem : forgetting that . " a man's gift maketh 
room for him." The Spirit of God dispenses to every 
man severally, as He will. Prayer, singing, speaking, 
and giving of thanks, are all the operations of the Holy 
Spirit ·in the individual souls of the gathered saints. 

Remembering this, let us now proceed to consider 
the subject of GOVERNMENT AND MINISTRY IN THE 
CHURCH OF GOD. 

There are seven leading GIFTS, mentioned in the 
Word. 

First of all, we should point out, that the gift of 
the EVANGELIST belongs to another category. Its 
sphere of operation is not in the Church, but in carrying 
the gospel message to a world of sinners "lost and 
ruined by 'the fall." 

Such as have this gift, are free to exercise it, 
wherever their LORD opens a door for the testimony, 
and this will certainly involve the liberty to minister 
the whole Word of God, and keep back nothing that is 
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profitable. But it is amongst the lovely things, that 
we should all seek to work in/ ellowsliip with those with 
whom we are associated in testimony, as gathered unto 
the Name of the Lord : and keeping His ordinances, 
as delivered to the Church. 

We mention this, as it is needful to show the differ
ence existing bet-ween the assembly gifts referred to in 
I Cor. xii. and xiv; and the testimony that God has 
given to the ,vorld. 

To apply the pr:inciples relating to ,vorship and 
ministry in believers' meetings, to Gospel Services ( even 
when they are held for convenience sake in the �uilding 
commonly used for ,vorshi p etc.), ,vill lead to confusion 
and disappointment. 

The duty of the assembly in regard to the Gospel 
testimony (usually given in connection with it) seems 
rather to be, to see that those,who are qualified to preach 
the Gospel, have facilities and opportunity to do so, at 
the stated time-thus acting in good faith with those 
who are invited to attend such meetings. 

The responsibility of arranging such meetings, should 
devolve upon those to ·whom God has given this special 
gift, and the assembly should show all possible 
fellowship with them, in helping to gather in the 
unsaved, and to hold up the preacher's hands ,vith 
prayer. 

For GOVERNMENT AND MINISTRY IN THE CHUROH, 
God has bestowed the following GIFTS. 

1. RULERS, ref erred to in Rom. xii. 8., &c.
2. OVERSEERS, ( commonly translated BISHOPS) 

Phil. i. 1, &c. 
' 

3. DEACONS, 2 Thess. iii. 8. &c.
4. ELDERS, Acts, xv. 2, I Pctor, v. 1, &c.
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5. TEACilERS, 1 Cor. xii. 28, &c.

6. PASTORS, Eph. iv. 2.

7. EXIIORTERS, Rom. xii. 4.

Now in dealing with theso several aspects of this
great subject, we shall aim principally at throwing out 
practical suggestions which aro intended to exercise the 
hearts and consciences of God's poople, so that we may 
all betake ourselves with greater diligence to the holy 
business into which we have been called; and that 
some who have assumed positions as overseers and 
teachers, without the Divine call and qualifications, and are 
thus too often the cause of weakness and stumblin::t, 
may reconsider their course, and seek the mind of their 
Lord as to what HE would have them to do. 

Then let us first turn to Rom. xii. 8. And be it 
remembered, that ·according to I Cor. xii. 28, there are 
amongst God's people everywhere, those whom " HE 
has set in· the church," to exercise rule, or govern, 
in accordancr, with the principles of His vVord. 

The G_reek. word used in this connection is proistemi, 
which signifies-H to stand foru:ard: to be over .··to 1·1tle: 
to maintain." Therefore, we read in 1 Tim. v. 17: that 
"the ELDERS, who RULE well, ''are to be accounted 
worthy of double honour," especially they who labour 
in the Word and doctrine." Again in 1 Thess. v. 12,
,, We beseech you, brethren, to kno,v them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord." The 
force of this word is " those who weary themselves in 
labour and admonish you : and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake." Phil. ii. 30, gives 
us a touching illustration of this in the case c,f. 
Epaphroditus, who longed after his absent brethren in 
Philippi, from· whom he had borne lo�ing gifts antl

I 
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greetings to Paul in Rome. Therefore, he exhorts 
them to "hold such in reputation." He was evidently 
a labourer " who had wearied himself" in serving 
them. All who share this great work of taking ove?'sight 
in "the church of God," will know something of the 
·solicitude and perseverance which is becoming such
,vork.

The testimony� concerning Moses, given by Jethro,
in Ex. xviii, is interesting : for, assuredly all who
become heartily engaged in the gre'at business, of
leading and guiding fellow-saints, will find it a toilsome
work, as suggested in these lines- ·

" Desirest thou a shepherd's work ? Ask wisdom from above ;
It is a work of toil and care, of patience and of love.

Ask for aii understanding heart, to tfmd with godly fear,
The feeble flock, of which the Lord, bath made thee overseer.

Alas! thou s�rely must expect, some evils to endure,
E'en children's faults are hard to bear, and harder still to cure;

They will be wilful, proud, per.verse: in temper unsubdued,
In mind obtruse and ignorant : in manners coarse a.nd rude.

Thou mayst contend with sluggish minds till weary and depressed,
And trace the windings of deceit, in many a wilful breast.

Yet, scorn them not; remember Him, who loves His Jambs to feed;
Who never quenched the smoking flax, nor broke the bruised reed.

. 
. 

\Yho, for the.thankless and the vile, pouredoutHisprecious blood;
Who makes His sun to rise upon the evil and the good.

The love of God extends to all the works his Hand bath framed;
He would not that the most perverse, should perish unreclaimed.

Pray that His Holy Spirit may, thy selfish heart incline,
To bear with all their waywardness, as Hehath borne with thine.

And, oh! what blessings may be thine, when thou hast daily
striven,

To guide them in the narrow path, that leadeth up to heaven!
,vhat joy to see the humble walk, of those that once were wild •
. To ma:k the crooked mind grow straight, the rugged terr.per:

mtld; 
To note the sinful habit checked, the stubborn will subdued ; 

The cold and selfi�h spirit warmed by love and gratitude. 
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To read in every SJ?arkling eye, a depth of love unknown, 
And hear the vmce of joy and health, in every silvery tone! 

If such the joys that now repay, the shepherd's work of love; 
If such the recompense on earth, what must it be above!

Oh ! blessed are the faithful dead, who die unto the Lord; 
Sweet is the rest they find in heaven, and great is their 

reward; 
Their works, performed in huml)le faith, are all recorded there, 

They see the travail of their souls, the answer to their prayer; 
There sh�U the shepherds and the sheep, one glorious anthem 

raise, 
And they who sow, and they who reap, unite in endless 

praise ! " 

Thus, may our hearts be encouraged to occupy every 
position of service in the church of God, "with reverence 
and godly fear; " and when called '' to stand forward,'' 
:1nd to act as leaders amongst the people of God, see to it 
that we do so in the spirit of Acts xx. 18-27. Then 
others will take knowledge of us that we "have been 
with Jesus;" and have partaken of liis spirit, which is 
a far higher qualification for this service, than having 
only our heads filled with "Church truths :"' although 
knowledge of the will of God, is most essential, and 
useful, when it is held and ministered in its due 
measure, and proper spirit, but apart from this it will 
only produce schism and sorrow. 

It certainly is not an easy or enviable position tn. 
"stand forward," as a leader amongst God's people; and 
those who do so, ought to be very sure they are called b.,,
God to it, and they should have the confidence and 
constant prayers of their brethren. 

Another applicatiqn of this term RULER, is found in 
Heh. xiii. 17. "Remember them that have the rule
over you: who have spoken unto you the word of God, 
whose faith follow.'' This probably refers to some who 
had exercised the gift in the past, and whose service3-
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,vere to be held in grateful remembrance, and their 
example followed. But v. 17, tells them " Obey the·m 
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves, 
for they watch for your souls, as they which must 

· give account."

We may well pause here, and meditate upon these 
solemn words. Did we set about the great business of 
",v A.TCHING FOR SOULS," before we took ·our place 
amongst those whom God has called to RULE in the 
church ? Is the heart exercised about that now, so 
that fellow-saints may recognise the divine qualification 
in us� The consciousness that '·,ve must give account," 
should certainly increase our diligence and care. We 
turn now to the word OVERSEER, generally translated 
Bishop. This is from the Greek word Episkopos. This 
word is from Epi-over; and Skopos-'' to look after, visit, 
work, or care for.'' This term is used in Phil. i. 1; 
I Tim. iii. 7 ; Titus, i. 7 ; Acts xx. 28 ; and the quali
fications are found in I Tim. ii; We also find reference 
to Christ, as the Shepherd (poimen) and Bishop 
(Episkoposj of our souls in I Peter ii. 25. The word 
Episkope ( i.e. visitation) also occurs in Luke xix. 44 ; 
and I Peter ii. 12; and the some. terni is found in Matt. 
xxv. 36; where Christ said "I was sick, and ye visited
me." This therefore is suggestive of some of the work
of one who is an overseer in the Church of God. To
visit fellow-saints, as under-shepherds, that ,ve may
comfort the feebleminded: support the weak: lift up
the hands· that hang down : and the feeble knees : to
make straight paths for the feet, lest that .which is
lame be turned out of the way: but let it rather be
healed. (Heb. xii. 12-13.)

Let such as are ambitious to be "i_n the oversight," get
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alone before the Lord, and examine every motive that 
actuates them, and ask themselves ,vhether they are 
doing the work that the place they seek demands. 
Let them emulate the Chief Shepherd, who was 
"meek and lowly in heart," and let them ponder the 
deep significance of those words in 2 Cor. x. 1.-5 : " I 
beseech you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ." 
If we but "waited upon God" more diligently, about 
matters relating to our moral and spiritual fitness for 
His ,vork: and yielded ourselves to the teaching and 
enabling influences of the Holy Spirit, we should not 
have such sorrowful spectacles of self-assertion, and 
schism� in the Churches of God. 

Brethren would not enter into this sphere of service, 
with the teeth of self-will sharp enough to "bite and 
devour one another." But the process of waiting upon 
God, and seeking unto the mind of Christ for His 
work, ,vould so humble o�r souls; and prove to be to 
us a kind of spiritual dentistry, to file down the pride, 
arrogance, and perverseness of our own wills, which 

. are so often the cause of strife, and weakness, and 
which roars rather than helps the work of true 
shepherds in the Church of God. 

If men have to pass standards, and take degrees in the 
schools of men, to qualify them for the spheres they 
-0ccupy; surely there is an essential training necessary 
in "The School of God," to fit those who are called to 
any posjtion in the Church. This is seen in the history 
of Moses, being kept for 40 years: in the backside of 
the desert, before he was �orally fit to be the leader 
of God's people. Paul also refers to a period of three 
years of isolation in Arabia, before he appeared pro
minently in public ministry. And so we may see 
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amongst God's servants of this day, men of God, who 
have gained experience of heart and mind by God's 
training and discipline in many ways, that has fitted 
them especially to be under sheplierds, ministering 
amongst "the little flock." They have no desire to rush 
into prominence at public meetings; but do much 
more effective service in the Church. 

'' Content to fill a little space ; 
If God be glorified." 

. 

The true spirit in ·which all this seryice should be 
done, is enjoined upon us in 1 Pet. v. 2-4." '' �eed 
the flock of God, which is among you, taking the over
sight thereof, not _by constraint, but willingly, not for 
filthy lucre : but of a ready mind : neither as being 
lord's over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away." 

Now we must proceed to consider the gift and work 
of a DEACON, which is translated from the Greek 
work "diakonos" which signifies '' a servant, or a
minister," and is derived from a root word, that signifies 
" to toil, or labour on accounto f;" and this toilsome worlc
will surely fall to those who are "ready to every good 
work,'' and willing to work during the short hours of 
their earthly day, in the Lord's vineyard. 

Our Lord said to His disciples, " Whosoever is 
great among you, let him be your minister ( diakonos.)
(Mat. xx. 26). 

The same word is found in Rom. xv. 8; Eph. iii. 7: 
vi. 21; Col. i. 23 25 : 1 Thes. iii. 2; Tit. iv. 6. , Christ
Himself being the pattern of this lowly service. (l\1att.
xx. 28 : John xiii.)

The qualifications for this DEACON ,vork, 1 Tim. �ii. 8, 
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and it is requisite that such "should first be proved."
In 2 Cor. viii. 4, Paul prays, with much entreaty 

that those saints who were so elated with tlieir gifts of 
teaching, would also receive this grace, and become 
more diligent in this form of ministry to the saints • .._ 
Some features of this deacon work are referred to in 
2 Cor. ix; Rom. xiii. 7; Acts :xx. 19-29; and it would 
be a blessing for God's Church, if there was more of 
this, and less of that" talk of the lips, that tendeth only 
to penury." 

Something may also be gleaned from I Thess, I. 3. 
'' Your work of faith, and labour of love," and in Chap. 
ii. 9 ; he reminds 'them of " His toil, and travail ; " for
them "labouring night and day," because he would not
be chargeable unto them.

Further, we read in 1 Cor. xvi. 15, that '' The

lwusehold of of Stephanes," appointed themselves to this 
deacon work; and were commended, on this account, to 
the esteem of their brethren. 

May the Holy Spirit, exercise the hearts of all who• 
profess to serve the Lord in these matters, that all we 
do, shall be animated ·by right motives, and regulated 
by right principles: so that constrained by His love, we 
shall be " ready unto every good work." And then it 
shall be said of us, "God is not unrighteous to for get 
your work, and labour of love ; in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. (Heb. vii. 10 ). 
Toilsome, and sorrowful, as this business may be; it 
involves the laying up of treasures in heaven, and His 
words, by and by; " Well done, good and faith.ful 
servant," shall fully recompenco it all. 

4. Next, we have to consider the work of those
called ELDERS. These are referred to in Acts xx. 28. 
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'' Take heed therefore unto yourselves (presbuteros, 
i.e. seniors, or elders of the church at Ephesus,) and to all
the flock, in the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, (episkopos) to feed the church of God.'' In
v. 11-35, Paul tells these elders, "how that so labouring,
ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, it is more
blessed to give, than to receive." Again in Tim. 1 v. 17.
" Let the elde1·s that rule well, be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who labour in the Word
and doctrine."
. Evidently the word "preshuteros" implies experience 

and moral fitness; not merely advanced age. Because in 
Rom. ix. 12, '' the elder shall serve the younger," is 
quite another word, ( mizon.) We learn from Heb. v. 
12-14; that many Christians of ripe years, had not
acquired the experience in divine knowledge, that is
essential to acting.as Elders in the church of .God. On
the other hand, " he must not be a novice." (1 Tim.
iii. 7.

As Acts xx. 28, refers to these Elilers as overseers, we
refer to what has already been said in respect of these 
·who are called upon to· act in defence of God's "little
flock," when they are assailed by false teachers, coming
in as " grievous wolves."

5. Now we come to the consideration of. those who
are referred to in Acts xiii. 1. etc., as TEACHERS, (Greek 
didaskalos) and spoken of in 1 Cor. xii. 28-29; Eph. iv. 
11; Titus i. 11; Heh. v. 12. 

To such, a seasonable exhortation is given in 1 Pet. iv. 
10-11, "As every one hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him 
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speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let 
him do it as of the ability which God giveth." 

Christ Himself was addressed as "a Teacher sent 
from God; '' and His testimony was, that God gave Him 
commandment what He should spealc; and ·wha� He 
should do, and He could tell them, that " The Word 
which ye hear is not mine, but the · Father's which 
sent me." "\Vhat an example He is, for all of us to 
emulate ! vV ell may ·we ,ponder His words; "Learn 
of Me." '' One thing is needful "-to sit at Jesus feet, 
and hear His words." Then shall we have "The· 
tongue of the learned," and "know ho,v to speak a. 
'word in season, to 1?,im that is weary." (Isa. I. 4-5.) 

Surely, this gift ·of TEACHER, is nothing less than, 
power from God to communicate His truth to others,.

imparting to them c: things new and old," as the Holy 
Spirit brings all to remembrance out of the Scripture,. 
so that it shall " distill as the dew " upon the souls of 
the hearers, and be "profitable for doctrine, f�r re
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;. 
that the man �f God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works." And where the gift is exercised 
'' according to the grace given;" the spirits of the 
prophets, are subject to the prophets; "that God in all 
things may be glorified, through Jesus Christ." 

6. This brings us to the consideration of the gift.
and work of PASTORS, whose employment is to feed the 
flock of God; and exercise rule amo:11.gst them. The
Greek word used is poimen, and is found in John x .. 
11-12-14-16; Heh.xiii. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 25.

When reference is made to the rulers of ,the kingdoms
of this world ( see Rom. xiii. 3; Acts xxiii. 5,) these are 
called arkon, not poirneen; and the d_istinction suggests.
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the difference that should chara�tise the spirit of action 
amongst shepherds or rulers in the church, and the 
world. In the former, all ought to be aminated by 
the Spirit of Christ, the true ,� Shepherd and Bishop " 
•Of our souls ; and deal in divine tenderness and grace,
with every reµeemed soul in His "little flock."

It is very sad to read J ehovah's reference to "the

.shepherds of Israel" in Ezek. x.xxiv. and note that His
-controversy with them was " they feed themselves :
they eat the fat; and clothe. themselves with the wool;
but they feed not .the flock." Jehovah says,_ "the
-diseased ye have not strengthened, neither have ye
healed that which was sick : neither have ye bound up
that which was broken : neither have ye sought that
which was lost; but with force and cruelty have ye
ruled them," words which ought to be solemnly weighed
by all who would overdrive the flock. Then, there is a
·further lament of the prophet because God's flock
"'were scattered, · and none did search after them.''
He then feretells how He will deal in restoring grace
with His backsliding people, Israel, in the future : and
" seek after that which is lost : and bring such back to
the fold, and feed them in good pastures, and lead
them by the rivers of refreshment. This true shepherd
.spirit is to be our pattern, in the exercise of pastoral
work among the flock of Go�.

There is a touching reference also in Ezek. xxxiv. 31, 
· " Ye my flock, the flock of my pastures are MEN, and

I am your God, saith the Lord." In John vi. 10, we
read the Good Shepherd's words, "Make the MEN,

sit down. Now there was much grass in the place."
.And further, John xxi. 15 gives us the Lord's parting
-words to one of His under-shepherds.-'� Feed my
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lambs." "Tend my sheep." 
When we see Christain men diligent in this holy 

business of '' caring for the church of God '' (1 Tim. 
iii. 5.) " warning the unruly; comforting the feeble
minded; supporting the weak: and being patient
toward all men," according to the �njun_ction in 1 Thes.
v. 14 ; we shall not fail to recognise them, and· the
church· will not fail to esteem such, as true pastors,
men "after God's own heart,'' who will commend
" the doctrine of God and our Saviour, in all things."
And when " the chief Shepherd shall appear ; " such,
shall receive "The crown of glory, that fadeth not
away."

7. Further, we are reminded in Rom. xii. 8 of the
gift of EXHORTATION (Greek paraklesis, which signifies
entreaty, cnmfort, consolation,) and we cannot but feel, 
the need of this work in God's churches of our day. 

Many can teach, and bring wondrous truths before 
the minds of fellow-saints; but how refreshing it is, 
when the Holy Spirit leads some fit brother to com
mend to us some familiar Scripture; and speak to our 
consciences, as to the claims of God upon us, in respect 
of fuller consecreation and obedience, and lead us to 
cry for increased power "to be doers of the truth." 

And now, in closing this address upon the work of 
Ministry and Rule in God's Churches; let us each be led 
to pray more earnestly, "Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do." Remember the Lord's words in Mark xiii. 
34; "]for the Son of Man is as a man taking a journey, 
who left His house, and gave authority to His ser
ants, and TO EVERY MAN HIS WORK; and commanded 
the porter to watch." 

Let us each aim, that in all we do, we may "Study to 
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shew ourselves, APPROVED UNTO Gon, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed; rightly dividing the 
Word of truth/' 

The true servant's spirit, is well expressed in those 
words; 

'' Content to fill a little space ; 
If Thou be glorified." • 

And, we may rest assured, that the happiness, and 
prosperity of God's Er:celesia, will depend upon the spirit 
of self-abnegation, the absence of strife and vain-glory, 
the prevalence of "lowliness of mind, each esteeming 
other better than themselves," and those for the 
principles set forth in Phil. i. and ii, which have their 
root in "�the love of Christ constraining us." Where 
there is this "submitting ourselves one to another in 
the fear of God," there will surely be " the comfort 
of the Holy Ghost;" and the church ,vill have· rest, 
and be multiplied. 

None of us would deny, but that weakness and 
failure, has characterised our testimony, in carrying 
out these Divine principles·; but there is all the 
difference between this, a1id a deliberate setting aside
of God's revealed mind; and altering the plan of the 
Divine Architect, as set forth in the Epistles, to 
substitute forms of man's devising, and his system of 
ministry and rule instead. In the one case, there is an 
honest attempt mixed with failure, to carry out the will 
of God, while in the other, there is a deliberate ignoring 
of .God's commandment, and of Christ's authority con
cerning the. ministry, order, and rule of God's churcn 
on earth. 
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N order to get a right understanding of the minrl 
of God in respect of this subject, we may pro
fitably turn to the use made of the word, in the 

Holy Scripturei::, and commence by refering to Job 
xxxvi. IO : " He openeth also their ears to DISCIPLIXE,

and commandeth that they return from iniquity."
By thi� we see that God's object in dealing in disci

pline with His people, has in view their correction, antl 
obedience to His revealed will. 

The �ame word is not found in .the New Testament. 
but we find others-with similar meaning, which plainl_,
indicate, that God is still dealing with His people upon 
the same principles. His object in all such dealings 
being our salvation and restoration; rather than our 
destruction. 

In Matt. xxviii. 19-the great commission given by 
our Lord to His chosen witnesses, He says that they are 
to '·teach, (mn,ke disciples of) all nations, baptising the111 
into the Name. . . . teaching (Cff indoctrinating) then1 
to observe all things, whatsoever I have commandt tl 
you." 

This principle of learning the will of Gou, and yielc�
ding obedience to it; �s one that is much lo$t sight of. 

Naturally we give more heed to the wltosoevers, than 
we do to the whatsoever.;, in the Scriptures of truth. 

It may be ,vell therefore to ren1ind our souls, tlun 
" All Scripture is God-breathed, and is p1�0.fitable for i1,
doclrinating, for reproof, for correct-ion, for instr·udfon i,,
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righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works." 

The chief means therefore which God uses for the 
spiritual education of His children is the Holy Scrip
tures: ,vhich first makes them "wise unto salvation; 
�hrough faith in Christ Jesus ''-and then teaches tliem to 
observe the various "things that accompany salvation," 

DISCIPLINE is one of the means used of God, in His 
varied dealings with those who are in relationship ,�ith 
Himself. 

Amos iii. 2. says concerning Israel-" You'. only have 
I known of all the families of the earth: ther�fore I will 
punish you for your iniquities." Isa. xlvi. affirms the 
same principle regarding God's governmental dealings 
with those who were redeemed in the earth, 

Further, we read also in Heb. xii. 7-" If we endure 
chastening, God dealeth with us as with sons: for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not." So that He 
here indicates a specific line of pate"t"nal dealing "rith 
His children for their higher education, and that they 
may be" brought into conformity to His Son.'' And, ,ve 
must ever remember that· the "all things," working 
together for our '' good ,, referred to in Rom. viii. 28, 
have this end in view. Therefore those circumstances 
of our lives are most favourable, that best promote the 
subjection of our own wills, to the ·will of God: and 
help us to "trust Him with all our hearts ; and lean not 
to our own understanding." 

God would have His children so walking in the com
munion of His love, that Psalm xxxii, may be the ex
perience of their souls. " Thou art my hiding-place : 
Thou shalt preserve me from trouble : Thou shalt ·com
pass me about with songs of deliverance." 
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But alas, how often our wills are as stubborn as the 
mule: or as 1·estive as the horse: (see v. 9) instead of 
having that intelligent acquaintance with'' the mind of 
the Spirit," that is indicated in the ,vords-"I will 
guide thee with mine eye." And it is to correct the 
pride and obduracy of our hearts, that God often has 
had to fulfil, Hosea ii. 6. "I ,vill hedge up thy ,vay 
with thorns : and make a wall that she shall not find 
her paths.'' 

It is bless_ed to know all about our standing be/ ore God,
in the perfection of Christ's work, accomplished for us: 
and " our acceptance in the Beloved." 

But there is equal need for God's people to "Consider 
their w�ys," and to so constantly judge themselves in 
the light of His holy presence; in view of the solemn 
fact, that we have in us, "An evil heart of unbelief," 
ever ready to depart from the living God : of which 
the Old Testament histories furnish us ,vith warnings 
against backsliding: and the means which He graciously 
uses to restore us to the communion of His love. 

In earthly schools there are particular "Mast�rs" who 
attend to different branches of education. So in "The

School of God," various means are used to teach His 
children His thoughts and purposes concerning them:· 
and bring them into conformity to " the image of His 
Son." 

1.-Among these, is that ,vhicli we have already 
alluded to in 2 Tim. iii. 16-THE SCRIPTURES O.F TRUTH.

These, the Holy Spirit applies to our consciences 
makinO' us to realise that they act as "a discerner of 
the th;ughts and intents of the heart, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit." (Heb. iv. 12.) 

2.-"\Ve learn from Psalm lxxxix: xc: that in the 
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dnily livos of God's people, thero are circumstances by 
which they mn.y be instructed; and the cry elicited from 

· oxorcisc<l henrts; "So tench us to number our days, that
w·e may n.pply our hearts rinto wisdom.'' Again in Job
xxxvii. 1-13: ,vo read of rain and snow, and wind and
water, being directed, by the counsels of God, "for
correction, and for mercy." (see also Ps. lxvi. 5-7.)

3.-In Psa. xvii. 13; ,ve road, that God useth the 
wicked as His sword, and in Acts iv. 28, we have those 
remarkable words in the apostles' prayer : ,: For to do 
,vlrn,tsoeve_r Thy hand and Thy counsel determined be
fore to be done." 

4.-In John xv. G: we also read that God, the Father 
uses the men of the world, to correct those ,vho do 
not bear fruit to tho praise of the glory of His grace. 

5.-Anothor feature of this wondrous ,vorking of 
God amongst His own is to, stir thorn up to increased 
diligence, in carrying out His will. This may be found 
in Hn.bk. i: where a change of Government is to this en(l 

G.-Then in J or. ii. 19: we, read the solemn words, 
" Thine own wickedness shall correct thee : and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee,'' and thus it is often 
seen, when '' the backslider in heart," is "filled, with 
the fruit of his o,vn ways," and proves that '' It is an 
evil and bitter thing" to forsake the Lord. Thus 
proving tho truth of the ,vord, "whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap." 

7.-Thcn, we also learn from such Scriptures as r

Cor. v: that when God's appeals to the consciences of 
J-fis peoplo, through the Scriptures, an<l by other 1neans, 
have failed to produce " godly sorrow, that worketh 
repentance," there comes a time, when such an one has 
to bo delivered unto Satan, for the destruction of the 
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flesh that the spirit may be saved, in the day of the Lord." 
A similar reference is also given to us in I Tim. i. 20; 

,vhere this means is used to stop the blasphemy of 
Hymenaeus and Alexander. 

But if God uses these various .MEANS to bring His 
children into clo ser conformity to His will, th·ere are 
also certain OBJECTS, He has in view by this discipline, 
to which we may briefly refer. 

1.-In Heb. xii. 6-10 we read that the Lord's chas
tisemep.t is " FOR OUR PROFIT," that we might be par
takers of His holiness." (see also Rev. iii. 19; Prov. 
• • • } 9. lll. •.

2.-Futhermore, we learn from Heb. xii. 11; that it 
id for an increase in fruitfulness. This is also in 
accord with John xv. 2. .By reference to the book of · 
Job, we sey how much trial was necessary to bring this 
servant of q-od down so low that He might say, "I 
abhor myself," and how blessed it is for us, when God's 
dealings with us lead to self-abasement, brokenness of 
spirit, and fuller obedience. 

3.-Then, we read in 2 Sam. vii. 14, God's w·ord to 
Solomon; H If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men; and with the stripes of the chil
<lren of men." And he himself it was who wrote the 
,vords, " Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 
child; but the rod of correction shall drive it from 
him.'' So that, in allowing His people to get into the 
hands of their enemies, God often has in view the 
correction of their naughty ways, by the rod of dis
:eipline. The words of David, quoted in I Chron. xxi.

13, shows how he shrank from this; and preferred to 
fall into the hands of the Lord. 

4.-Another object of His correction, is to further our 
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real spiritual happiness. For, James says, "Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life." And Job v. 19 
speaks of the happiness of the m�n, whom God 
correcteth . . . . "for He maketh sore, and bind
eth up: He ·woundeth, an� His hands make whole," and 
this leads the backslider to say, " Come, and let us re
turn unto the Lord : for He bath torn, and He will heal 
us: He hath smitten, and He will bind us up." 

5.-Another objer.t of His correction, is referred to in 
Heb. xii. 10: "that we might be partakers of' His 
1ioliness." And to 'bring about this, we read in frov. 
xxv. 4 : "Take a,vay the dross from the silver : and
there shall come forth .. a vessel for the �finer."

� . � 

6.-It is also intended to produce in us "conformity 
to the image of God's'·Son," (see Rom. vii. 27-28.) Our 
characters are so unlike the lovely example set before us 
in the Gospel. vV e are in spirit so little yoked to Him, 
who said, "Learn of Me, for I am meek, and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." Thu� 
God has often to use the various forms of discipline, to. 
bring us into greater conformity to Himself. 

7 .-Yet again, in Micah vi. 8 : God makes Himself 
known to His people, to teach them to "do justly, to . 
love mercy, and to walk humbly" with Himself, and, 
then he adds, "Hear the rod, and who hath appointed 
't " 
l . 

To which we may add the encouraging words in Ps. 
ix. 10: "They that know Thy Name will put their trust
in Thee : for 1'hou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that
seek Thee."

Let us therefore watch and pray ; so that we may 
have grace to wa.lk in the communion of His love: and 
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profit by all the experiencs through which we pass. 
In the home training of children, ref ere nee is made to 

their being "brought up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.'' "\Vo find, the same Greek ,vord used in 
Heb. xii. 5-6-7-8-9-11-viz, paideia, which signifies chast-

ening, nurture, or instruction; and a similar ,vord paideuo 
is used in Rev. iii. _19; "As many as I love, I rebuke, 
and chasten." 

So we get in I Cor. xi. 32 : in connection with the 
Lord's dealings in discipline with those who came to 
His table, without selj-j1tdgment; ",vhen ye are judged, 
ye are chastened (paideuo) of the Lord; that ye should 
not be condemned with the world." 

Then, we have in 2 Cor. vi. 9 ; the Apostle Paul's 
testimony concerning the varied sufferings through which. 
he had passed ; amongst which we find this significant 
·word; as chastened (paideuo) and not killed." And so
from these Scriptures, we may gather some idea of the
high-class trn.ining that the children of God, are going
through, during 't_hese short lives of our wilderness ex
perience ; which will have such a solemn bearing upon
our eternal destiny, in relation to rewards or suffering
loss; when all our service, and conduct, since conver
sion, shall pass under review, at '' the judgment-seat of
Christ."

How blessed to remember, that we are the objects of
eternal love, and redemption: and have been "predest
inated to be conformed to the image of God's Son," who
now lives for us in His Shepherd character, to " restore,
our souls," and to lead us in "the paths of righteous
ness." Having thus traced through the Scriptures,
some of God's dealing with our individual souls, let us
turn to the subject of
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DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH. 
And consider its various methods as set forth in the 

Scriptures. These we shall see to be divided into three 
main classes. 

First, Preventative ; Second, Corrective ; and Third, E� 
pulsive. And, may the Holy Spirit indeed give us ex
ercised hearts, that we may understand more clearly 
the solemn bearing of these truths: being specially 
careful to note that God's way is to resort to "Expul
sion," as the last solemn act of discipline, when the err
ing one has failed to give any evidence and conviction 
of the judgment of himself: or of that full confession of 
his sins, and reparation, so far as lies in his power, to all 
whom he has wronged as will give evidence. to satisfy 
his fellow-saints of the genuiness of his repentance, (see 
this set forth in 2 Cor. vii. I 0.) '\Vhen this last act of 
expulsion is carried�out according to God's will, even then 
it must be remembered that the object of the discipline 
is restoration. 

· It is to be deplored when believera are ready to "put
away," from an assembly of God, disorderly saints, with
out having first expended upon them all the loving care 
enjoined upon them, with a view to their recovery. 

The well known axiom that " PREVENTION IS BETTER 
THAN CURE," might surely be taken to heart by those 
professedly '' taking oversight in God's little flock.'' 
Especially having regard to the words in Heb. xiii. 17. 
"They watch for your souls, as they th;it must give 
an account." 

Oh, that there were more godly power and spiritual 
discernment amongst the Pastors and Shepherds in 
God's assemblies I More of that diligent attention to the 
great business that God has set them apart to do, and 
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less occupation ,vith the failures of those around. Rest 
assured, dear brethren, we shall have to " give an 
accou-nt," of the time we spend in "Oversight Meetings." 
How much of it have ,ve occupied in true intercession 
for the flock of God: and true spiritual counsel, · respect
ing means to help them 1 This is more a mark of our 
true care for the saints, that to be for ever discussing 
ecclesiastical questions. What we need is, more of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, and the wisdom from abo, .. e which 
id pure and peaceable : and less of fle3hly zeal, and 
counsel. 

Beloved brethren, ,: The time is short." "Our adver
sary the Devil, goeth about as a roaring lion," and he 
is also working among the young in our assemblies. 

Are we watching over them, careful to observe the 
first symptoms of spiritual decline, so that we may pray 
for them, and counsel them wisely ; lest they fall into 
the snare of the enemy. 

There are "in the world, thousands of young people, 
'Yho have had to be put into Reformatories, owing to 
the lack of proper tuition and discipline in their ho mes. 

And so, we may well ask ourselves "Are there not 
thousands of young believers, wh ') are sufferin g irre
parable loss, for the lack of godly care being bes to wed 
upon them by parents, and those in the church ,vho 
assume to be overseers and pastors. 

One means to prevent this backsliding from the Lord, 
is, a faithful exercise of "the gift of Exhortation.'' 

In 2. Thess. iii. 12 : Paul says to saints ,vho were 
walking disorderly : " I command and ... exhort you by 
our Lord Jesus Christ." In 1 Tim. v. i: certa in are 
to be entreated. Titus ii. 6 : '' Exhort young men to be 
sober-minded." And then follows in v. 9 : a seasonable 
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exhortation to servants, "to sbo,v all good fidelity·: that 
they may adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in 
all things." Jude 22 adds "and of some have compassion 
making a difference: others save with fear, pulling then1 
out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh.'' And so, if watchful pastors and overseer� 
in God's flock, attend to . the business which He has 
called them to do, what a REVIVAL we should have 
amongst saints who are gathered to His Name. 
"'Times of refre5-hing, from the presence of the Lord, '7 

such as w:e shall never get by debating questions that 
alienate believers one from the other : and bring sorrow 
and ,veakness into God's as�emblies. Brethren, it is high 
time to a wake to a fuller sen�e of our responsiblities to 
the Lord ani His people; and set about this holy and 
needful busines�, of truly "caring for the house of God."
Seeking to nip in the bud, all the symtoms of spiritual 
decline in the Church : and then we shall have less 
trouble and sorrow in �elation to the later stages. 

But:, if we see that any of God's people are backslid-
. ing, and manif est]y drifting into spiritual danger 
we must recognise the need of becoming more urgent : 
and therefore WARNING must solemnly be resorted to, 
as de�cribed in 1 'Ihess. v. 19 ; 1 Cor. iv. 14 : Acts xx. 
31. 

This will pertain to those who are upon the inclined 
plane of apof)tasy from God ; bent upon pursuing the 
way that seems right in their o,vn eyes; ,vithoutlegard 
to their Lord's will . 

They may not, as yet, have fal1en into open sin ; 
which would call for judgment being passed upon 
their case by the assembly. . �· 

But a spiritual mind and watchful eye, ·will discern the 
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impending danger, and true shepherds ,vill increase 
their godly care of the erring one, and seek by every 
means to compass him about by their prayers and efforts 
with a view to repentance, and recovery from the snare 
of the devi1, to the will of God," (2 Tim. 26, R.v.) 

W c must also attend to TEACHING, 01· indoctrinating. 
We have reference to this in I -Tim. 5. 6-" These 
things command and teach . . . . and be thou an 
example of the believers, in behaviour, in charity, spirit1

faith, purity." In the closing verses ·of I Tim. v. we 
read, that overseers that "rule well, are to be accounted 
worthy of double honour, especially those who labour 
in the V{ ord and teaching." 

1.-The first means referred to here is important to 
note, '' In meekness, instructing those that oppose them
selves. Again, in 2 Tim. iv. 2 ; the faithful servant of 
Christ is called to reprove, rebuke, a�a exhort, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine." 
· 2.-Should they manifest an obdurate spirit; it may
then become a necessity to "rebuke them " according to
I Tim. v. 20 ; also Titus i. 13 says, "rebuke then1
sharply."

2 Thes. iii. 6 goes further still. There we are told to 
"withdraw nurselves,'' from those who walk disorderly; 
and not after the teaching receh·ed from the apostles. 
And verse 14 ·�ays concerning such, "Note that man, 
and have no company with him ; that he may be 
ashamed. Yet count hi� not as an enemy ; but ad
monish him as a brother." This suggests a course of 
self-will with which we cannot have fel1owship: and 
the person is to be made conscious of this, by th� act that 
is here enjoined upon us, of withdrawing from such an 
individual, who is not yet outside of the province 



DISCIPLINE. 

of rule of the assembly (as in r Cor v.): but as being 
inside, he is under admonition to walk as becometh a saint. 
See also Titus iii. 10, and note well that we are to have 
no company with such, according to 2 John ii ; and I

Tim. v. 12. This truth is further enjoined upon is in 
I Tim. vi. 3-5 and Rom. xvi. 17, where we are told to 
mark and avoid them that "cause divisions and offences 
,contrary to the doctrine" received. 

But we now come to··• the consideration of the third 
... 

principle of de'.l.ling in discipline in the Church ; which 
,ve know as 

EXCOJ.\IMUNICATION. 
This is the EXPULSION or PUTTING AWAY, from God's 

assembly, of those whose evil doctrine or ways, has 
brought dishonour upon the Lord's Name, and who 
have failed to judge themselves, and so to manifest 
godly sorrow before His people. In such cases, this ex
treme act of Church discipline must be carried out by 
the whole assembly " gathered in the Name of the 
Lord, .according to the instructions given in I Cor. v. 4. 
13. See also 2 Cor. ii. 6 "The punishment inflicted of
the many."

But never let this be done lightly, or hastily, or 
looked upon as an easy way to get rid of a troublesome 
person. Let all true shepherd care be first bestowed 
upon him, in the spirit of John xiii: Heb. xii . .l�-13. 

For, once a person is put au;ay from the Church of 
God; he is '' delivered over to Satan for the ·destruction 
of the flesh," as A WICKED PERSON, (I Cor. v. 5-13) and 
is to be regarded as in the place of A HEATHEN l\IAN,

AND A PUBLICAN, (Matt. xvii. 17) and this should only 
be done, after the assembly has mourned before God 
.about it ; and after all other mea·ns have been used, and 
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failed, to produce the state of soul described in 2 Cor .. 
vii. 9 and Ps. Ii.

Care must of course be exercised to ascertain facts,
which must always be established in the mouth of ''t-wo 
or three witnesses," according to 2 Cor. xii. 1 ; I Tim .. 
v. 19 ; Deut. xvii. 4-6.

In dealing with all such cases, much wisdom and
grace is required by those taking oversight; and a con
stant•" supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ," so that 
they may "try things that differ," and hold the scales of 
justice with a righteous hand, being careful to avoid 
laxity, or undue haste, or severity, but acting under n .. 
deep sense of responsibility to the Lord, and under 
the consciousness of the fact that we ourselves are sub
jects of divine grace, and having acceptance only 
through Christ Jesus, in ·whom we stand before God. 

Still, when occasion does arise, and moral evil, such 
as that described in I Cor. v, is discovered in any 
believer in the fello,vshi p of saints ; they are called 
upon to exercise their responsibility as a Church of 
God, "when gathered together' in the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and. with the powei, of our Lorcl 
Jesus Christ ; to put a way from among themselves "that 

· wicked person."
DOCTRINAL EVIL. 

Then, as. regards doctrinal evil, ,ve have instructions. 
in I Tim. i. 20; with reference to Hymanaetis and 
Alexander, who had made shipwreck of the faith ; and 
whose ,vords did eat as doth a gangrene, (2 Tim. ii. 17.)
Such are also to be '' delivered unto �atan ; that they 
may learn not to blaspheme," and saints, are told to, 
shun such false teachers, as they would leprous persons. 

The vain babblings of such heretical teachers are to-



98 DISCIPLINE. 

avoided "for they will increase unto more ungodliness." 
Titus iii. 10 also adds, " A man that is an heretic, 

reject, after the first and second adominition", and 2 
John 1 O further says, " IT there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed, for he that biddeth him 
God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds." 

Then we should remember the teaching of Gal. v. and 
Rev. ii. 6-15; that God holds a church responsible 
for even allowing the presence of those who are unsound 
in the faith. There the Lord walking in the midst of it 
says, "I have a few things against thee, because thou 
hast there, them that hold the doctrine of Balaam," 
. . . also " So hast thou also them that hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.'' So 
that there must be no toleration of the presence of such, 
when they are known to hold, (even thongh they may 
not publicly teach) false doctrines. 

A PERVERSE PERSON. 

Then, the third class referred to, we find in Matt. 
xviii. 16; where one has commmitted a trespass against
a brother, and who having sought to gain the erring one,
has refused to hear two or three witnesses, and then to
listen to the voice of the assembly. Therefore, he is to be
regarded as '' a heathen man and a publican" so long
as he remains in this perver�e state of soul. For, we
do well to note, that here it is · not alone the sin itself
that calls for excommunication, but the sin and lawless
ness of spirit combined.

If he had confessed the sin, it could have been settled 
between the parties themselves; but the obduracy of 
spirit manifested, reveals such a condition of soul, and 
lawlessness of spirit, that these render him unfit for the 
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communion of saints. 
May the Lord teach us so to judge ourselves, and ·so to 

,valk humbly and circumspectly, in His grace, "all the 
day long," that we shall constantly be in the· attitude 
of soul, suggested by that becoming prayer ; " Hold 
thou me up and I shall be safe; and I will have respect 
unto Thy statutes continually.'' (Ps. cxix. 117.) 

It is the lack of all this, and the indifference to the 
welfare of others with so much ungraciousness in our 
conduct toward erring ones, that accounts for the pro
longed backsliding we often deplore in fellow-saints. 

May He give us more of that tender, gracious spirit 
evidenced ·by pur Lord, who can be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, who can have compassion on 
the ignorant and on them that are out of the way. And 
who in addressing poor failing Peter, could say, "I 
have prayed for thee." 

This, beloved, is OUR EXAMPLE, and, if we kne,v 
more intercession for fellow-saints, we should have 
keener spiritual discernment to detect the first symptoms 
of spiritual decline, and have "power with God, and
with men," and thus by a ministry of '' liealthy teaching,"
(Titus i. 9) prevent much of the apostacy from God that 
takes place.: 

Those "taking oversight," in the Church of God, may 
well lay these things more to heart: and by giving in
creased diligence to this high and holy business, they 
will surely have less time. and inclination to occupy "the
little while," · ,vith questions that gender strifes, and un-
. profitable discussions on ecclesiastical polity, which, 
however right in themselves are, alas, so often used to 
decoy us from this more urgent service of feeding and 
leading the flock ; and of ten unfit our souls for engaging 
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in that holy and honourable work, that our Lord bath 
called us to do. 

On ! TEACH us more of Thy blest ways, 
Thou holy Lamb of God! 

And fix and root us in Thy grace, 
As those redeemed by blood. 

0 tell us often of Thy love. 
Of all thy grief and pain : 

And let our hearts with joy confess 
That thence comes all our gain. 

For this, 0 may we freely count 
Wh!l.te'er we have but loss ; 

The dearest object of our love, 
Compared with Thee, but dross. 

Engrave this deeply on our hearts, 
Conform our ways to Thine, 

That so we may, in some degree, 
Reflect the light Divine. 
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S we turn to the several Scriptures, in which the 
IIoly Spirit calls our attention to the place 
assigned by God to His beloved Son, we 

trust that every believer's soul will be stirred up, to 
fresh interest in the several aspects of divine truth 
hr rein set forth ; and, above all, that our hearts may 
b� stimulated to fuller worship, and nobler consecration 
of life, to Him "who is worthy." 

The first reference to this subject is in Luke ii. 46; 
where Jesus was found, "sitting in the midst of the
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions." 
Here we see our Lord taking the place of a ]earner; 
receiving instruction from the Word of God. This re
minds us of the prophetic words concerning Him, in 
Isa. 1. 4: " The Lord God hath given me the tongue of 
the learned, that I should know how to speak a ·word · 
in season, to him that is ,veary; He wakeneth morning 
by morning, He wakeneth mine ea�, to hear as the 
learned," or, '' as they that are taught." (R. v.) 

If we trace· His blessed life upon earth, ,vhat AN 
EXAMPLE it a:ff ords us, of reveren<!e for the Holy Scrip
tures, and a perfect desire to glorify God upon the 
earth, and finish the works His God had given Him to do. 

It should be a great cause for humiliation and prayer 
amongst us, that we so little emulate Him, who said, 
"Take' my yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart,. and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls." 
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For lack of this spirit of true discipleship '' s1tt1ng 
at His feet," ,ve are deficient in "power, with God and 
,vith men." \Ve form crude though"ts upon spiritual 
things, often because we do not "give attention to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.". And it is chiefly 
because we don't "meditate upon these things," and 
'give ourselves wholly to them;" that our profiting may 

appear unto all ; that so few. of us are ,vorkmen ap
proved of God, that needeth not to be ashamed, 
'' rightly dividing the "\Vord of truth." 

The usefulness of Timothy as a servant of Christ in 
the Church of God, must have been greatly enhanced by 
his acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures, of which he 
appears to have been (like his Master) a diligent student 
from his youth, and as his lot evidently fell upon evil 
days, when men were turning aside from the truth to 
fables-it was "God, and the ,v ord of His grace," that 
ballasted his soul, and gave him power to witness a good 
confession in times of apostacy. 

As evil men and seducers are waxing worse and worse; 
we all need to betake ourselves more diligently to our 
neglected Bibles, and �rom them get our souls "fur-
nished unto all good ,vorks.'' 

The same Epistle of Jame�, which exhorts us to be 
"s,vift to hear, and slo,v to speak," also reminds us that 
,, the wisdom that is from above, is fir:;t pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en tr�ated, full of mercy 
and good fruits.'' 

So that as Christians, we should do well to emulate 
our Master, in these respects ; and "cleanse our ways,'' 
by taking heed to God's Word, also "hide God's ,v ord 
in our heart, that we may not sin against Hi!ll." That 
'' through His precepts we may get understanding, and 
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hate every false ·way." Tha�, being "upheld, according 
unto His Word ; we may not be ashamed of our hope : 
but, have respect unto His statutes continually." 

In the days of our Lord's earthly miqistry, the Words 
of Psa. cxix, ,vere especially appropriate, and He could 
·well say "It is' time for Thee, Lord to work, for men
have made void Thy law. Therefore, I love thy com
mandments above gold, yea, above fine gold. Therefore
I esteem all Thy precepts concerning all things to be
right; and hate every false way."

Privileged, so highly as we are, to have the Holy
Spirit, dwelling in us, ready to act as a living telephone,
to communicate God's thoughts to our souls, well might
,ve desire to become better acquainted with the mind
of the Lord, by hearing His ,v ord ; and asking- ques
tions: and thus shall ,ve "become able ministers of the
new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit, for the.
letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.''

2. The next time in which we find the record of the
,vords "Jesus in the midst," is at that great sight in John
xix. 18. "Where they crucified Him� and two others
,vith Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the mulst.11 

Here He is in the midst of divine judgment," num
bered with the transgressors." It ,vas then His right
eous soul said-" Thy wrath lieth hard on Me." "Thou 
hast brought me into the dust of death." 

Of all events described in Holy writ, there is none of 
such solemn moment as this. Because it forms the 
centre of all God's dealings with sinful man : and because 
the whole range of human history converges to, and 
from this point. 

Here we have the pivot upon ,vhich eYerything turn�, 
the scene which demonstrates the utter ruin of our race, 
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and the end of man's probationary history, before God. 
Proving that man's heart is so deceitful and desperately 
,vicked, that no human po,ver can cure or improve it. 

Here is the closing scene of man's trial; proving the 
depth of his degradation; and that in the flesh, there 
dwells no good thing. 

Here is evidence of the fact, that man has been 
"weighed in the balances, and found wanting.'' Because 
"' all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

In the history of God's past dealings with the Adam 
race, we see how innocence had been lost; conscience 
disobeyed: promises despised: grace abused: law 
broken : covenants disregarded : prophets persecuted : 
and last of all, God's only begotten Son despised, re
jected, and, placed in this ignominious position, between 
two robber3, proving that '' the carnal mind is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God: 
�either indeed can be," (Rom. viii. 8.) How solemnly 
is all this exemplified in tl1e fact that the high priests, 
scribes, and Pharisees led the multitude. in their un
holy clamour, to demand the release of Barabbas the 
robber : and to crucify Jesus. 

But "where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound," and Acts iv. 2 7-29, reminds us, that in all 
this wickedness, man was but fulfilling the Scriptures ; 
to do "Whatsoever God's hand, and His counsel deter
mined before to be done." 

Here ·was the carrying out of God's purposes concern
ing our redemption, for "He bath made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin: tl�at we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." (2 Cor. v. 21.) "Christ 
bath redeemed us from the curse of the ·la,v, being 
made a curse for us; for it is written, "Cursed is every 
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one that hangcth on a tree. That the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that ,ve might receive the promise of the Spirit, 
through faith" (Gal. iii. 13-14.) 

3. Next we read in Matt. xv iii. 28 : the words of
our Lord. '' 'rhat if two of you shall agree on earth, as 
touching anything they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father ,vho is in heaven. For, where two 
or three are gathered together in (or unto) My Name, 
there am I in the midst of them." Primarily, this had 
application to the reclaimation of an obdurate brother; 
and the privilege of united prayer. But 1 Cor. i. 9: 
reminds us, that "God is faithful, by whom ye wer� 
called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord" and "having been baptised" into that Name," 
(v. 15.) they are brought into together thus. 

\Vhen saints are "In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
gathered together;" they have power, to act in church 
<liscipline through the authority of tha� Name. Chap. 
i. 2, makes all the principles that are set forth in this
Epistle, as characterising every " Church of God,"
binding for all time, upon "all that in every place call
upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs
and ours."

Believers who were thus assembled, ,vere called by 
that beautifui name CHRISTIANS," (see Acts xi. 25; · 
James ii.7; r Pet. iv. 15) and the first buddings of 
sectarian distinctions were condemned (see I Cor. i. 10.) 

Let us be care£ ul that we act consistently with our 
confession of having the Person of our adorable Lord, 
present, "in the midst " of His gathered people : and so 
act and speak, that we shall be conscious of His approval, 
in all that we do, and say. 
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There arc many, alas; to whom the words of our 
Lord may be especially commended, " Why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say." " Ye 
-call me l\1aster and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am.
If I then, your-Lord and l\1aster have washed your feet:
ye also ought to wash one another's feet."

Passing meanwhile from this Scripture, we would
commend the following division of the words, as
suggesting the great truths embodied in the text.

'' ,vHERE." Tells of a Divine pla�e. 
" T\VO oR THREE." A Divine testimony. 
" ARE GATHERED." Divine separation. 
"TOGETHER." A Divine fellowship. 
"IN MY NAME." Divine authority, 
c: THERE ill I." The Divine presence. 
"IN T-HE MIDST." The. Divine Centre. 
4. The next point of interest to note in connection

with these words: is found in John xx, 19-29 : where 
our risen Lord appeared "in the midst" .of His gathered 
disciples, on that first day of the week, and said "Peace 
be unto you.'' 

On the first occasion, when He uttered these words 
" He showed them His hands and His side," thus re
minding them that peace, for the conscience, had been 
made, by "the blood of His Cross;'� which is the only 
righteous ground upon which God can forgive sin: and 
justify from all things those that believe. 

Yet again, He said unto them, "Peace be unto you," 
and then, "He breathed on them, and said, Receive ye 
the Holy Spirit." 

Note well, that this fell on all the disciples gathered, 
and not alone upon the apostles, and then they became 
-empowered to preach the Gospel of His grace, as set
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forth in Luke xxiv. 46-50. 
Yet again, in the same Scripture, ,ve read that "Jesus 

came, and stood in the midst, and said peace be unto you." 
This being in accord with John xiv. 26, "My peace I give 
unto you : not as the ,vorld giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let It be afraid." 
This is that ,vondrous "peace of GoJ, which passeth all 
understanding and which keeps our hearts aqdminds," in 
all the circumstances of our present lives of trial. It 
was on this last occasion, that His words had especial 
reference to the unbelief of His doubting disciple Thomas, 
and to make him a witness of the resurrection. 

5. We now turn to Rev. i. 13; ,vhere John saw
"IN THE MIDST of the seven lamp-stands, One like unto 
the Son of 1\1:an; clothed with a garment down to the 
foot; and girt about the paps, with a golden girdle. His 
head and His hair were white like wool; as white as. 
snow ; and His eyes were as a flame of fire: and His 
feet like untq fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; 
and· His voice as the sound of many waters; and He 
had in His right hand �even stars;· and out of His 
mouth ,vent a sharp two-edged sword; and His count
enance was the sun shineth in his strength," 

The deep significance of all this, we may well ask 
the Holy Spirit to unfold; so that we may all hear what 
our Lord shall say to our individual souls, as He walks 
in the midst of His churches; scrutinising all the words 
and works of His gathered people, with eyes as "a flame 
of fire." 

It is very blessed to know the wondrous place of 
privilege, into w·hich divine grace has put us, as members 
of the body of Christ; and family of God. But let us 
never lose sight of the fact, that as gathered companies 
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of saints, we constitute "Churphes of God," where each 
assembly is accountable for the conduct and doctrine of 
its members. And these messages in Rev. ii. iii. clearly 
indicate the solemn responsibility t�at rests upon us, 
in respect of full loyalty to all the truth of God; so that we 
may be, according to I Tim. iii. 15; "the pillar and 
ground of the truth." And mark, where assemblies fail, 
in this their collective testimony, there is no reference 
made to divine mercy for such, but failing repentance, 
the final issue is, "I will remove thy candlestick, out of 
his place." 

We therefore propose to briefly notice the character 
in which Christ is revealed in these Scriptures, as 
walking "in the midst" of, and dealing ,vith the 
churches in their collective responsibility. 

First, His "Golden Girdle," suggests perfect righteous
ness and Truth, as enjoined upon saints in Eph. vi. 
14; I Pet. i. 13; I Thess. iii. 13. In John xiii. He was 
girded with a towel, and manifested the bowels of com
passion over His disciples in His dealings with each 
one. But here, he acts and speaks in righteous judg
ment ; calling His people back to repentance; and 
demanding that they should do the "firdt works" and 
return to their "first love.'' By reference to Acts 
xix. ,ve find the con version of these Ephesian believers,
their baptism, and acknowledgement of the Lordship of
Christ. Following this, they burnt their books and
curious arts, and showed by their deeds, that they were
'' new creatures in Christ Jesus."

Would to God that we saw more of this consecration 
now·; giving up everything for Him, and walking in His 
truth all our days. 

Further, we notice that " His hair was white like 
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,vool," reminding us of His appearance in judgment. 
(See Dan. vii. 9: in contra-,t ·with Song v. ii. wherd 
the beloved bridegroom, is described thus '' His locks ard 
bushy and black as a raven,'' Further, we read that 
·' His eyes are as the eyes of doves, .... His lips like 
lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.'' What a contrast 
does this description present, to that in Rev. 1. "His

eyes were as a flame of fire ..•. and out of His mouth 
went a sharp two edged sword; a�d His voice is the sound 
of many waters." The difference sugges� to us, the 
solemn character of His present dealings in judgment 
amongst His gathered people : detecting all the work
ings of pride, self will, emulation and strife, and eyery 
unworthy motive. Searching out all that does not -
glorify Him, nor edify His people, and reminding us 
that all our conduct in His service, should be as in His 
presence, "and according to the holiness of His truth" 
If we ever acted under this sense of responsibility to. 
our risen Lord, the conscious glory of His presenca 
''in the mulst," ,vould wither up our carnal desires, and 
bring us low at His feet; that He might put His right 
hand upon us, and assure us again that He is Lord, 
'· both of the dead and the living." 

6. The next scene in which "Jesus in tho midst.,"
is presented, is in Heh. ii. I 2, where we are reminded of 
our wondrous union with Christ, who is no,v " crowned 
with glory and honour.,, "For both Ho thnt sn.nctifioth, 
and they that are 1mnctified are all of one, for w·hich 
cause He is not ashamed to call thorn brethren, saying, 
I ,vill declare Thy name unto my brothron, IN Tllb:

:MIDST OF THE CHURCH ,vill I sing praises unto Thee." 
Psalm xxii, from which this is quoted, closc1�ibo3 tho 

sufferings of our Lord, under the j nclgmont of God, 
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,vhon " He was wounded for our transgressions, and · 
bruised !or our iniquities,'' upon Calvary's Cross. 

Then, as the triumphant Victor over death : I:Ie as 
the Chief Leader of salvation DRINGS MANY SONS UNTO

GLORY: and Jlimsolf leads the glorious anthem of their 
praise in the great congregation.'' (Psa. xxii. 22. 25). 
The varied glories into which Christ has entered, by 
virtue of I-Iis accomplished redemption, are set forth in 
this Epistle, and it should be a stimulus to our faith and 
obedience, to remember that in relation to tliese glories 
( �hose pertaining to Him, as the eternal Son excepted), 
the words of John xvit 22, were written for our comfort 
and joy.'' The glory which Thou hast given me: I 
have given tl,,em ... that the world may know that Thou 
hast sent me : and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved 
Me.'' 

Brethren, let us meditate upon these:things, until 
· our affections are moved toward Him, ",vho gave Him

self for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."

As we understand the place of privilege that we occupy 
before God ; gathered around our risen Lord, ,vho leads 

. our songs of praise· be£ ore the throne ; then shall ,ve 
"with unvei!ed face, beholding ( or reflecting) as in a 
mirror, the glory of the Lord, be changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord "-(2. Cor. iii. 18.) 

7.-But there is yet another scene, referred to in 
Rev. v. 6 ; where, "IN THE ]IIDST of the- throne, and of 
the four living creatures, and IN THE MIDST OF THE

ELDERS, stood a Lamb, as it had been slain." 
· Then, He opens that book, "s�aled with seven seals,
having reference to His title to the kingdom of this
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earth by right of Redemption, as well as Creation-:
whereupon all fall in adoring �orship before Him, and 
say-" ,v orthy is the Lamb that was slain, .to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature 
that is in heaven, and on the earth, and µnder the 
earth, and such as are in the' sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory 
and power, be unto Him, that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

This, the ref ore, leads our thoughts on ward to that 
glorious ti_me, ,vhen "all things shall be put in sub
jection under His feet," ,vhen as SON OF MA.i"l, He 
shall assert His right to open the seals of the world's 
destiny, and carry out the eternal purposes of God 
'' that IN ALL THINGS HE MIGHT HA VE THE PRE
EMINENCE." 

We are now sadly conscious of the fact, that ''all . 
creation is groaning, and travelling together in pain;" 
,vaiting for the liberty of the glory of God's· peoplf), and 
these further issues of that glorious work of Redemption, 
that was accomplished on Calvary's Cross. 

Oh, that our souls .may "Follow after," if that w� 
may apprehend, that for which also we are apprehended 
by Christ Jesus. Then, shall we write "lCHABOD" on the 
things of this earth, from ,vhich divine grace has called

us and say, with the Apostle, "This one thing I do, 
forgetting "those things ,vhich are behind; and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before; I press to
,vard the mark, for the prize of the high calling of Gotl 
in Christ Jesus." 



THE SECOND COMING 

. OF 
OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST • 

• � EFORE any ot us can enter into the Scriptural teaching ·in relation to Christ's Second Coming: we must all know in our soul's experience, what was accomplished by His first advent; when, a,; �tated in Heb. ix. 26: "He appeared to put away sin, by t.he sacrifice of Himself," thereby securing, for all His called ones " the promise of eternal inheritance." (Heb. ix. 15). The following chapter, (Heb. xi.) describes the "trial of faith," and sore persecutions, to which those early Christians were subjected, and then encourages them to be stedfast and unmoveable, because they had " in heaven, a better, and an enduring substance,'' and "great recompence of reward." "That after ye have <lone the ,vill of God, ye might receive THE PROMISE. For yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry." (Heb. x. a6-37). Throughout the Epistles, there is constant reference to the subject of our Lord's Second Coming: not as the creeds framed by later Church Councils represent it: as the Judge of the ,vorld, in connection with a general resurrection, which we shall show is contrary to the teaching of Scripture. But His coming again, in referance to the fulfilment of His gracious promise : to receive us unto Himself: that where He is, there ,ve may be also. 
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This is the meaning of Rom. 8. 24: ,v e are saved in 
tlie hope: also Titus ii. 13. "Looking for that blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.'' There can be no doubt, from 
such Scriptures as I Cor. i. 7: I Thess. i. 10-that the 
early Chri�tians ,vere taught to wait for the coming of 
their Lord: as an event which might take place at an 
early moment: and apart from any fulfilment of prophet-
ical Scriptures. 

Now, ,vith a desire to help young believers into a clear 
understanding of this important subject, ,ve propose 
to consider the following points, in relation to the Lord's 

. . coming aga1n :-
1.-,Vho is coming 1
2.-"\Vhy is He absent i 
3.-For what is He coming i 
4.-When is He coming 1 
5.-How will He coILe 1 

The answers to all these questions must be found in 
the Scriptures of truth: for, apart from these, we know 
nothing : and man's greatest folly has been manifested 
in speculat·in;g upon subjects of such solemn moment. 

If we turn to John xiv. 3. we see that our Lord gave 
the promise to His sorrowing disciples h I will come 
again, and receive you uh.to ?\fyself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also." He had been their Defence and 
Provider, during those years that He had companied 
with them, but as it was expedient that He should go 
away, for "a little while" He said, "Ye now therefore 
have sorrow, but I will see you again;, and your heart 
shall rejoice; and your joy no man taketh from you." 
So that it is clear from these words, that the early 
Christians were taught to look for A PERSONAL COMING 
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of their Lord, and this is made unmistakably clear from 
Acts i. 11. "This same J es_us, which is taken up from you 
into heaven: shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven." Again, ,ve read in I Thess. iv. 
16, '' For the Lord Hirnself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God; and the dead in Chr.ist shall rise 
first. Then we which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up tog�ther ,vith them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. vVheref ore comfort one another with these 
words." 

Now, surely, the ·statements in these Scriptures are 
sufficiently clear,. to satisfy every mind, that ,ve ought 
to be looking for the personal return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and not for death. For 1 Cor. xv. 51 : says 
,� "\Ve sliall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." "Christ the first
fruits, afterward, they that are Christ's at His coming." 

The second point to be considered is, WHY IS HE 
ABSENT i Three main causes are assigned for this in 
the Gospels. ],irst, because He had been rejected by 
Israel and the world. (John i. iii : Acts iv. 26.) The 
next reason is, that according to John xiv.· 3 : He has 
gone to "prepare a place" for His people. The third 
reason for His absence is, that He has gone to "receive a 
J(ingd�rn," (Luke xix. 12). 

Mark well, that the world disallowed His claiin as 
SON OF J\!AN, but God will vindicate it: for John v. 2; 
says," He shall execute jndgment, because He is the 
Son of Man.'' And Acts xvii. 31, reminds us, that God 
will judge tlie world in righteousness, by .that llfan whon1 
He hath ordained. Matt. xxiv. 37-44, speaks of His 

..., 
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coming again, as SON OF l\f AN., an<l John v. 25, says, 
"the hour is coming, ,vhon the dead shall hear the voico 
of the Son of Goel." 

Israel despised and rejected Him as Son of llfan, and 
Son of God, but when Ho comes again, Goel will 
vindicate every title of His Son. In Ma.tt. ii. 2. we read 
of His coming to Israel as their I(ing: and before Pi1ate':s 
judgment bar he affirmed this truth. But they said, 
'' ,v e have no king but Cresar.'' But, at His coming 
again, God says, in Psa. ii. 6. "Yet will I sit MY KING 
on my holy hill of Zion," and, ·when ho comes forth 
"rith His glorified �aints as in H,ev. xix. 2. I-Ie will have 
on His head, " many Crowns" : and be acclaimed as 
"I{ing of kings, and Lord of lords.'' Rev. v. describes 
His taking the title ·deeds of this earth's kingdoms and_ 
then shall be fulfilled the word."-"Those mine enemies 
,vhich would not that I should reign over them, bring 
hither and slay them before me," (Luke xix. 29.) We 
also see in Heh. x. 12-13: that he has now "Sat down 
at the right hand of Goel, expecting, until His enemies 
be made His footstool:". (See also Psa.. ex. 1: Matt. x.�i. 
41. 'Mark xii. 36. Luke xx. 43. Acts ii. 34:. Heb. i. 13.
Dan. ii. 44 ).

The next question in connection with this subject is, 
,vHAT 1s HE col\1ING FOR i The Scripture quoted from 
John xiv. 3. gives a very definite answer, as to the 
primary object of IIis advent. Surely, it is, "to receive 
us" unto Himself. 

From 1 Cor. x,r. 52, we learn, that "we shall meet 
the Lord in the air." And 1 Thes. iv. 14-16, gives some 
detail ot' the events associated with this FIRST RESURR
ECTION from among the dead, when many who sleep in 
the dust of death shall a wake-and these will be '' tlte 
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l,'cs,w:<l, <twl holy '' 0110s rofot·rotl to in Iiov. xx. G: '' over 
, who,n t,ho soconcl dt·nLh almll hnvo no power, but thoy 

shnll bo priobLs of' Uotl, nml of Christ, nud shall reign 
with llitn u. thonsawl years." 

N oLo woll, Lhnt Lhii; is uot n. gene1'al resurrection, of 
tho last <lny, snch n.s 1'1arthn talked about, ,vhcn her 
hrothor Lmmrns ln.y dead. But, it is "nn out-rosurr
-0ctio11 from among tho <load," after tho pn.ttorn of' Christ 
tho first-fruits, a11<l ''tho rest of tho dead," or the un
rcgonorato, "livc<l not agn.ill until the thousand ycnrs 
woro finishP<l." 'fhoy rc1nnincd in their graves until 
Jdtcr iho millennium, whercn.s "those who are Christ's 
nt IIis comillg" both liviug a1u.l sleeping saints, are 
rnisccl when 110 comes, and ,vill all meot llim in the air. 
(1 Thess. iv. 1 G-18). 

Now, iu co1mcction with this, ,vo may briefly say, that 
the following ovonts aro related to tho coming of our 
Lorcl J osus Christ: vi.z :-

1.-The rn.pturo of the church, 1 Cor. xv: 1 Thess, iv. 2. 
2.-Tho J tulgmc11t sent of Christ, 1 Cor. iii. iv: Rom. 

xiv. 10.
3.-Tho presentation in �lory, 2 Cor. iv. 14. 
4.-Tho enthronement. ltov. iii. 21. 
5.-Tho Ho\v Song, l{ov. v. D.
0.-The casting <.lown of Sn.tan, tho Accuser, Rov. xii.
7.-Tho 1nn.1Tingo of tho Lamb, Rev. xix.
8.-Thc ma11ifostati011 orappcn.riug in glory, Col. iii. 4.

"With ten thousand of His saints,'' Judo 15. This 
fo to oxccuto judg1ncnt on IIis enomio3 : ns stated in 
Luko xix. 27 : an<l ltcv. xi. 17. 'I'hon Psn.ln1 lxvi. 3, 
tells how, lio ,vill tn.ko His g1·oat power and reign, and 
,lcAtroy thom that "<lcstroy tho earth," and it ,vill be 
"Through tho greatness of Ilis power: thn.t n.11 His 
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enemies will "submit themselves unto Him." This brief 
period will be "the day of vengeance of our God," re
ferred to in Isa. lxi. lxiii: Zee, xii. and will comprise 
the judgment of the living nations, ref erred to in Matt. 
xxv. which will usher in the day of Israel's restoration
to national power, according to the many predictions of
the Prophets.

5.-The next point of interest for us to consider is 
the question, \VHEN \VILL CHRIST C01\IE1 Here we warn 
God's people to beware of all men's folly in speculating. 
as to approximate dates in this matter. 

If we remember that the church is God's heavenly 
people; and that it is nowhere associated with prophetic: 
Scriptures relating to Israel, who ,vere under the old 
covenant with its many defint-d periods of national 
adversity and prosperity. If we see that the present in
ternal is a sort of timelf'-SS gap, between the 69th and 
70th weeks of Daniel's prophecy, we shall note carefully 
such Scriptures as 1 Thess. v. "But of the times and 
seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto• 
you." 

Mark xiii. 26-35 �ays "Ye kno,v not when the Master
of the house cometh: therefore watch." See also Lu. 
xii. 37: I Thess. v. 6. In I Cor. x,;i. 52: we reai "In
a moment, in the t,vinkling of an eye," so that we.
should ever be in an attitude of expectancy-waiting for
the Lord from heaven; even Jesus.

But to Israel, He will come, at a later stage ; not to• 
the air, as described in I Thess. iv: but "To the Mount 
of Olives," (See Zee. xiv. 4,) to deliver them from their· 
great tribulation (see Matt. xxiv. 29 ;) and tllen it will be 
that they shall say "Blessed is He that cometh in the. 
N n.me of the Lord," (Lu. xxi. 20 : xiii. 33.) 
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5.-W e now turn to the consideration of the last 
question, as to no,v CHRIST ,vILL 001\IE 1 The answers 
·will depend upon their application to the Church, Israel,
;and the nations, or Gentiles.

To His Church, He ,vill c·ome in Person, and in lilce

rnanner as He ascended from their midst, ,vhen ,vith up
lifted hands he blessed the disciples, (see Luke xxiv : 
Acts i. 11.) 

The thought that many entertain, that Christ comes 
for them at death, is not that set before the early 
Christians. 

Assuredly those that " fell asleep in Jesus," have 
-departed to ·be with Christ, wliicli is far better. But
.the hope set before them was the Lord's coming in Pe1·son

at the time indicated in 1 Cor. xv : 1 Thess. iv. " to
receive us unto. Himself." According to Phil. iii. 20-21.
,(R. v.) "vVe look for the Saviour, who shall change this
body of humilation, and fashion it like unto the body
,of His glory: ascending to the ,vorkirig, whereby He is
able to subdue all things unto Himself." :'To them that
look for Him, shall He appear a second time without a
sin offering unto salvation.'' (Heb. ix. 28).

Then as His coming in relation to ISRAEL, we have 
only to refer to some Scriptures already quoted, as 
Matt. xxv: Zee. xii: Isa. lxiii. Rom. xI 26-27: Rev. xi. 17-
19, to see that it has reference to their deliverance from 
their enemies: and their entering into the blessings of 
the New Covenant. 

In -its bearing upon the Nations of the earth Christ 
' 

will appear as the Executer of divine judoment to 
• 0 ' 

which reference is maue in Rev. 19 : Dan. ii. 45. viii. 
·D-14-27; Isa. i. 27-28-ii. 10-11 : Jude. 14-15 : Zee.
iii. 8 : Ps. lxvi. 3-Mal. iv.
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Then shall take place that judgment of tlie li?Jing, 
amongst the nations described in Matt. xxv. when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, 'with His 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the Gospel of" our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished ,vith ever
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His po,ver: when He shall come to be 
glorified in His saints, ancl to be admired in all them 
that, (because our testimony among you was believed in 
that day). 2 Thess. i. 7-10. 

Now, as we revie,v all these solemn matters ; the 
question may ,veil be forced home upon our souls, 
�- What manner of persons ought 1\·e to be, in all holy 
conversationand godliness; looking for, and has ting unto, 
the coming of the day of God.'' And the�ame Scripture 
exhorts us, "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for . 
such things; be diligent that ye may be found of Him in 
peace, ·without spot and blameless." As the great 
requisite, to this end, we are to be watchful, sober, and 
vigilant ; and above all to "Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." If 
this is true in our experience, then shall we "increase 
and abound in love one toward another; and toward n.11 
men to the end He may establish our hearts unblame
able in holiness boforo God, even our Father, at the 
corning of ou1· Lord Jest1,s C/1,rist, witli all His sa·ints." 

That Christians should study prophctica.l truth, 
merely to acquire knowledge as to the or<lor of o\'·ents; 
or to tc.1,ko sides in the several scliools of interpretation, 
is a most unsntisfo.ctory business; and ministers little 
joy or profit to their souls. 

The subject un<lcr consideration is one that was in• 
' 
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tended to have a specially salutary influence upon our 
lives; and lead to fuller consecreation to God. 

When the early Christains were backsliding, and 
getting into an apathetic state ; they were reminded 
then that it was Hhigh time to awake,.out of sleep, for 
now is our salvation nearer, than when we believed,'� 
(Rom. xiii. 12.) Also, that ''the night is far spent; the 
day is at hand; therefore, let us cast off the works of 
darkness ; and put on the armour of light." "Let us 
who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for an helmet the hope of 
salvation.'' ''Him who died for us, that whetherwe wake 
or sleep, we should live togetherwithHim." And in view 
of this solemn truth, the Apostle prayed . "�he very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your 
,vhole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blamele�s 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

May this, indeed be the effect upon our souls of the 
consideration of a subject of such engaging interest. 
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