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RUTH, THE MOABITESS, 

CHAPTER I. 

RUTH DECIDING. 

I suppose our friends have noticed that there are in 
the Bible, a great many striking pictures of the wa.y

in which God is dealing with Israel and with His 
Chu�ch at the present time. 

I want you to understand definitely, once for all, 
that I do not say these pictures we are going to look 
at are types, or that God intended them for types: 
because I should be sorry to take anything out of 
the Old Testament and say it was a type, or that 
God intended it for a type, if I were not positivt from 
the New Testament that it was so. But there are 
certainly wonderful lessons for us to learn from these 
pictures in the Old Testament; and whether they be 
types or not, we can learn the lessons that God ,vould 
have us learn from ·them. 

You notice that the Book of Ruth contains the his­
tory of a Jew who went into a far country; in fact, I 
might say that the first chapter of this book is the 
fifteenth of Luke over again. vV e get a Jew backslid-

' 
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6 BIBLE READINGS IN RUTH. 

ing, and through the means of that Jew's backsliding,.

you ,vill find that a poor Gentile_ girl is brought out 
of the- Gentile country into the land of blessing. Then 
this girl marries a rich Jew, Boaz; and there v.·e get 
a picture �£- the Lord Jesus Christ marrying the 
Church. Then after the rich Jew and the poor Gen-

. tile <1re united, you see the blessing turns back to the 
Jew. And I think that is just what the New Testa .. 
ment teaches of the way in which God is going to deal 
with the Jew by-and-by. He has backslidden, qnd 
the Gentiles are blessed; the Church of God will be 
united to Christ, and then the Jews will be blessed 
again. 

But what we are going to look at now is the first 
chapter of this Book of Ruth. You notice that eacn 
chapter is -perfectly distinct from the oth�r. - In th1s 
first chapter we get Ruth Deciding; in the second, 
Ruth Gleaning; in the third, Ruth Resting; and in the 
fourth, Ruth Rewarded. So that while each chapter 
is distinct, the whole seems to represent the progress 
that the Christian makes in the Divine life. 

This chapter begins by telling us:-
. 

"Now it came to pass, in the d�ys when the judges ruled, that 
there was a famine in the land." 

You wili' find in the history of the Jews, that w1'en 
God's people had backslidden,. famine was one of the 
punishments sent by Him; therefore the whole nat�on 
had gone astray at the time we read of here: See 2

Kings viii. 1; Jer. xvi. 3-13; Ezek.·v. 11-17.

u <\.nd a certain man of Bethleham-Judah went to sojourn m the
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rountry of Moab, he ana his wife and his two sons. And the name 

of the man was Elimelech." 

Elimelech means "God is King." A king is one 
- . 

who has to be obeyed. But as soon as famine comes 
into the land we find this man is disobedient. · As long· 
as everything is prosperous, and right, and well, he is 
content to serve the king; but as soon as the famine 
comes he starts for Moab. I dare say there was no · · 
famine in Moab, but God had told them to stay in the. 
land of Canaan. They were not to go to Moab at all. 
Yet as soon as the famine came, the whole _family 
started off to Moab. 

I do not know whether it has ever struck you, but 
human nature is the same the wide world over.· You 
may read_ about some of the best a?d brightest charac­
ters in the Book of God, and you will find that there was 
always a tendency to go to Moab-to disobey God. 
But one thing you will never find- you never find a 

. saint of the living God getting into the wrong place 
and the wrong position, but he does a great amount of 
damage. 

We cannot be neutral; if we are not a blessing to 
the world, we shall be a curse. We shall be a bless-· 
ing if we are in Canaan, and a curse if we go to Egypt. 
Take the History of Abraham; as soon as the famine 
came he went straight to Egypt, and you kno,v what 
happened there. Take the history of Isaac, and it is 
the same thing-as if he could not trust God in the 
famine. It does not need much trust \\'hen there is 
plenty; but as soon a·s the famine came, a way they 
started, and you know what mischief they wrought 



8 BIBLE READINGS IN RUTH. 

among the people where they went. And so it 1s all 
through the Book. 

I know a great many people get downcast about 
this tendency to evil ,vithin them. I used to imagine 
that I was not a Christian, because I had these tenden­
cies in my heart. But now, if I did not find it so, I 
could not believe I was a Christian at all, because it 
would be contrary to the Book. There is a natural 
tendency in these hearts of ours to go astray, and if it . 
were not for the goodness of God we should go astray 
all the ti1ne . 

. 

I ,vas in county Kerry, in Ireland, a little while ago, 
and I went out into a field along with a gentleman 
,vho had a great n1any sheep. By-and-by ,ve came to 
a mother sheep, with three of the sweetest little lambs. 
"ls not that a pretty sight?" I said. "Yes, but I am 
not going to let her keep them all; I am going to take 
one of them aw,1y." "What will the lamb do?" "l 
will give it to a goat to bring up." "Did you ever do 
that before?" "Yes; two years ago that same sheep 
had three lambs; I gave one of them to a goat to bring 
up. By-and-by the lamb grew and was able to eat 
grass; then I took it away fro� the goat, and put it 
among the sheep; but that lamb never heard the bleat­
ing of a goat but it tried to get after it." What was 
the reason? It had been brought up on goat's milk, 
and had thus partaken of the nature of the goat. So 
it is \vith the sheep and lambs of Christ. We hc1ve 
been nursed on goat's milk, and when ,ve hear the 
bleating of the goat we want to go after it. But, thank 
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God, ,ve have a Good Shepherd who knows how to 
take care of his sheep and lambs. 

Well, Naomi '\vent into the land of Moab; and theQ 
the worst part of it is, "she continued there." Per­
haps she ,vent at first to see what kind c,f a place it 
was, and I've no doubt she· found it much better than 
Canaan, especially in the time of famine. 

"And Elimeleeh, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left, and 
her two sons." (Verse 3.) 

One evil leads to another. You know there was a 
law, given by God Himself, that no Hebrew should 
marry a Moabite: but now she has got into the wrong 
place-into Moab, and what is the result? Her two 
sons 

"Took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one 
was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth; and they dwelt there 
about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also, both of them ; 
and the· woman was left of her two sons and her husband." (Verses 4� 

� 
There is a passage of Scriptu_re that compares Is-

rael at this present day to a widow bereft of her chil­
dren. So it was with Naomi; she lost her husband 
and then her two sons. 

"Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that she might re­
turn from the country of Moab; for she had heard in the country of 
Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread." 

She had tarried in Moab for more than ten years. 
But now she hears that God has visited His people­
and she was certainly poor in this place, because she 
goes back with nothing. So she says, "Now I will 
go back home." 

One sweet thing we always find in the Bible-the 
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true child of the living God never dies in the far coun­
try; he goes back to his Father's house. God brings 
back His people by one way or another. 

I know sometimes we see people who make a great 
profession, so that you would almost think they were 
an gel� come from the sky. They make mistakes and 
never seem to rise again. But if they are truly led by 
the grace of God they will never die in the far country; 
they always come back again. 

Turn for a minute to Genesis viii. 6-8. Here we 
find that the raven and the dove both went out-both 
together, perhaps. The dove found no rest for the 
sole of her foot, but the raven did. It found rest on 
those putrid carcasses that were floating on the face 
of the deep. On these the raven could find both rest 
and food, and why? Because it ,vas a raven. But 
the dove found neither rest nor food, because it' was a 
dove. They had got two different natures. The one 
came back, but the· other never did. I fear a good 
many ravens have crept into the Church. Some great 
trial comes to the Church. By-and-by the raven and 
the dove both seem to go; but· the one never comes 
back, w bile the other does. The true �hild of God 
can find no rest in the world. He finds noth­
ing but putrid carcasses, and the dove cannot feed on 
that. So it was with Naomi; she went away, but, 
blessed be God, she came back again. 

Now we come to one of the saddest scenes that we 
find in the Bible. Notice these· two young widows. 
The name of the one was Orpah, the name of the otht!r 
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Ruth. 1'he three-Naomi and the two daughters-in­
law-sta-rt to go to Bethlehem. It says positively that 

"They went on the way to return unto the land of Judah." 
(Verse 7.) 

But in the next two verses we read that Naomi said 
unto them, 

. 
, 

"Go, return each to her mother's house; .... then she kissed 
them, and they lifted up their voice and wept." 

I know a great ,many friends imagine that Naomi 
did not mean them to go back again; that she was 
merely testing their faith, to see if they loved her. 
With all my heart and soul I believe that Naomi meant 
just what she said; that when she said, "go back," 
she meant it. When she kissed them, and said "good­
bye," she wanted them to turn back again to the dark, 
sinful land of Moab. Why did she not want to take 
them to Bethlehem and to the God of her fathers? I 
will tell you why. She had disobeyed the voice of her 
God in allowing her sons to marry these Moabites, 
and she wants to drive them back because she does 
not like to take the evidence of her shame and her sin 
to Bethlehem, where she came from. I believe� with 
all my heart and soul, that Orpah's turning back may 
be laid at the feet of Naomi. I tell you, yo� and I can 
either be a curse or a blessing. We can either invite 
others to the Lord Jesus Christ, or we can drive them 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot be neutral; 
we must pe either doing good for the Master or harm . 

. Orpah returned home; but see how she wept when 
they parted. And we read in the roth verse that they 
�h said, 
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"Surely we will return with thee unto thy people." 

·When they started, they wanted to go-they _were
determined to go; and the only one to drive Orpah 
·back was one of God's people who had got into Moab.
If you are a wanderer from God to-day, I ani sure that
in your home, among your friends and among your
children, you are a curse and not a _blessing! The.
child of God can be nothing but a curse when he gets
into the far country. "Go back!" she said. "No!"
they repli�d. And Naomi used every argument and
every inducement that a woman could use to get them
to go back. She prevails on Orp�h. S�e put �er
arms around her neck, kissed her, said good-bye, and_
O�pah started off. And now notice Naomi uses an­
other argument with Ruth. "Why, Ruth, you will be
lonely if yuu come with me. Your sister-in-law has
gone back again, will you not go with her?" . And
Naomi knew, too, where she was wishing to send
�uth; listen to the words that came from her lips:

. "Behold
, 

thy sister in-law is gone 0ack unto her people and unto

her gods: return thou after thy sister-in-law.,, (Verse 15.) 

Driven back to idolatry and sin by an Israelite. 
But let us ask ourselyes, where ar� we to-day? Are 

we in Moab or in Canaan? Are we in the far coun­
try or at home? I tell you, as sure as we are in Moab, 
•Ne shall be the means of driving many an Orpah back
to her gods and to sin. But Ruth had made up her
mind. It was not Naomi who induced her to go. I 
do not believe that beautiful jevvel will ever deck the 
crown of N ao1ni. She did all she could to drive her 
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back; but the grace of God had touched the heart of 
Ruth. She is not going to return; she is going to 
Bethlehem. How Naomi· must have entreated her to 
go back! Because we read that Ruth said to Naomi, 

-

"Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will 
lodge." (Verse 16.) 

What a sweet word! Not "where thou dwellest,n

b:iit "where thou lodgest." The Church of God is 
never anything else but� lodger down here, even in 
the midst of the fields of Boaz. 

"Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. Where 
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried ; the Lord do so to me, 
and more also, if aught but death part thee and me. When she saw 
that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left speak­
ing unto her. So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all 

· the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi?"
(Verses 16-19.)

As if they had said-"Naomi, who is this you have 
brought to our country? Is this the Naomi ,vho went 
away with her husband and two sons, come back with 
a poor Gentile girl?" She said, "Do not call me Naomi 
_ that used to be my name-but call me Marah." 
What for? Marah means "bitterness," '\ivhile Naomi 
means "pleasant." "Because the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me." She blames the Almighty for 
what had happened to her. The only part the Al­
mighty had in it was, in grace, bringing her back 
again. ,She had disobeyed, and had no one to blame 
but herself, yet she blames the Almighty! There is 
many a child of God whose name was Naomi, but they 
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have lost that sweet name. It is Marah now, because 
they have gone into a far country. Thank God, when 
we do get into Moab we lose our name, because we 
lose our joy. Moab is the land of bitterness to the 
child of God, and thank God it is so. If it were not 
so, perhaps, ,ve should like to die and be buried there. 

Notice what she· says. "I went out." That was 
quite true. It was· "I" that went out. "And the Lord 
hath brought me home again." She does not say the 
Lord took her away and she came back again, but "] 
went out and the Lord hath brought me home." It is 
the old story of the poor sheep that went away. The 
sheep went �stray but the shepherd brought it back 

. again. 
Is there not something very sweet about that little 

word ·"Home?" He has brought me honze again! It 
is one of th� sweetest words, I think, in this blessed 
Book, next to J Esus. "Home, sweet Home!" I was 
crossing the Atlantic some time ago with my friend, 
Mr. Moody, and on board the same ship there was a 
band of Italian musicians. They used to play some of 
their Italian tunes and sing Italian airs, but I could not 
make out their words. One night I said to Mr. Moody, 
"lt would be so nice if they would play 'Home, S\veet 
Home."' Mr. Moody spoke about it tu a gentleman 
who could speak Italian, and he went and asked if they 
would play "Home, S\\'eet Home." The man said, 
uW e could not play that." "Why?" "Well, we do 
not know the meaning of it; we have not got such a 

, word as 'home' in our language." Somt:: people talk 
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about the sweet, beautiful Italian -tongue; I would rath­
er have the. good, old Saxon that has got the word 
"home" than any language in the world that has not 
got that sweet word. This is the language of the 
Bible. The world has not got such a \Vord : it is the 

� Christian who has got the word "home." 
"The �ord hath brought me home again empty." (Verse 2r.) 

If we go away, the Lord will bring us back again 
. by one means or another. Shortly after I was con­
verted I used to go and speak for the Lord at a place 
-in Lancashire. �'here I got acquainted with a Wes­
leyan and his wife. He and I became good friends; he 
seemed a dear Christian. Soon after that I w�nt away 
to Ireland. When I was returning again, I wrote to 
him to say I was coming; I expected to see him at the 
station. When I arrived he was not there. I went 
and called upon him-I was sure he would be glad to 
sec me. But when a person gets away from Christ, 
he never likes to see a Christian. Of course he shook 
hands with me, but it was in such a cold way, I knew 
something was wr?ng. I found out what it was; he 
had got rich. Now, do not misunderstand me. It is 
no sin to be rich if God makes you rich, or if you use 
the riches for His glory. The sin is when you have 
your heart set on riches. 

My friend had bought a lot of land and had got rich 
without work. Of course he could not go to worship 
with the poor Methodist fishermen then. He became 
a backslider, and cared .for nothing but making money, 
money, l\IONEY; as if there was nothing good in the 



16 IlIBLE READINGS IN' RUTH. 

\Vorld but money. I found that his wife had gone 
back with hi1n, and the daughter had gone with the 
father and _mother. I \vondered how it was with John, 
his son, who was a particular friend of mine. I went 
and met the father's boat as it came into the harbor. 
"Well, John, how is it with you?" "Thank God," he 
said, "it is all right with me; but there are my poor 
father and mother and sister. I could lay down my 
life to see them brought back again to the feet of 
Christ!" 

On the Sunday night after, this young man stood up 
in the meeting and gave his experience. He made use 
of these remarkable words again,-"! could lay down 

I 
• 

my life to see them brought back again to the feet of 
Christ!" Next morning he kissed his wife and little 
child, and with some other friends started on board his 
fathe1·'s boat to go to sea. He was doing something, 
when the boat gave a lurch, and he was thro\vn into 
the water. He was one of the best and strongest 
swimmers, but he had his heavy sailor's jacket on. 
Before they had time to tack and come around they 
saw his uplifted hands, they heard him cry out some­
thing about the Precious Blood of Christ, and_ he sank 
to rise no more, till the sea shall give up its dead. 

By-and-by the old father said to his little boy Rich­
ard, "Run do,vn and see if there are any tidings of the 
boat." The little fellow came back an hour after\ivards, 
his face pale, and tears running down his cheeks. "Oh, 
father, father!" he sobbed. "What is the matter? 
Have they lost their nets in the fog?" '•Oh, father, it 
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is worse than that. They have lost our John! our 
John is not in the boat! He is fallen overboard and he 
is dro,vned!" The poor old man burst into tears. He 
called for his wife and said, "Get down on thy knees, 
lass; God has ta'en our John from us. It is all our 
fault; we were heaping up that money for him. God 
has ta'en our John, and the money is no use. Let -us 
ask God to pardon us." So they asked God's forgive­
ness, and I saw that man afterwards preachhig the 
glorious gospel of the l,ord Jesus Christ. But oh, at 
what a cost! 

Naomi is brought back; but.think of the cost: 
"The Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath af .. 

flicted me." (Verse 21.) 

The light of her eyes, the darling of her heart­
taken from her! Yea, brother, sister, God will bring 
you back. And if I am speaking to one who has 
gone· into Moab, will you not come back to-day, and 
now? Come and confess your sins to the Lord. Jesus 
Christ and He will pardon you. Come and make a 
clean breast of it; tell Him everything. Come back 
to Canaan at "the beginning of the barley harvest" as 
Naomi did, and God will bless and 'help you. 

May God incline our hearts to come back to his feet 
at once; then we ,vill be able to work more success­
fully than ever before, but we must be at the feet of 
� ,e Lord Jesus Christ, where God would have us be. 
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CHAPTER II. 

RUTH GLEANING. 

This chapter begins by telling us about the kins­
man, of the name of Boaz, who was "a mighty man of 
wealth." I think that this expression; "a mighty man 
of ,vealth," is not found· in the Scriptures any,vhere 
except here; and you know that Boa� was a picture of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who became our kinsman. We 
do not propose to speak so much about the kinsman 
here, because \Ve hope to mention him again. . But it 
is well for us to know that we_ have got a kinsman 
who is "a mighty man of ,vealth.'' There is no neces­
sity why Go�'s people should be poor; I do not m\!an 
poor in purse, becaus� sometimes it is a blessed priv­
ilege for God's people to be poor in that respect. 

But I am sure none need be poor in spiritual things, 
because everything our "mighty man of wealth" pos­
sesses is given to us. You know that wonderful 
Scriptu1�e, "Though he· was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that ye· through His poverty might 
be rich." ( 2 Cor. viii. 9.) And a man who has not got 
a shilling in the \\'orld, if he is a Christian, is far 
richer than the richest millionaire who is not a Chris-
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tian, because he posessess Christ, and all that the 
"mighty man of wealth" owns belongs to him. 

Now, do you not see that Ruth was a· woman 
who had a great deal of faith; she believed the word 
of God. She said to Naomi, 

"Let me now go to the field and glean ears of corn after him in 
whose sight I shall find grace." (Verse 2.) 

How did she know that she had got any right to glean 
in the fields? Because God, under whose wings she 
had come to trust, had told His people before they en­
tered the land, that this was to be the privilege of the 
poor and the stranger. She takes the place of the 
stranger; she goes to glean in the fields of Boaz. 

I do not know whether you have ever noticed that 
in the Scriptures there is a great deal said about glean­
ing, and about the way in which we are to treat the 
gleaners. Turn to Deuteronon1y xxiv. 19 to 2I:

'' When thou cuttest down thine harvest in they 
field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field thou 
shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the father less, and for the widow : that the 
Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine 
hands. When thou beatest thine olive-tree, thou shalt 
not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the 
st.ranger, for the fatherless, and for the wido,v. When 
thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt 
not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for 
the fatherless, and for the widow." 

If we were to put a mark to every passage in this 
book of Deuteronomy where God speaks about the 
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stranger, the fatherless and the widow, and find out 
ho\v God wants us to treat them, I am sure there 
\Vould not be so many Christians pining for work as 
there are-who cannot find anything to do for God. It 
is one of the blessed principles laid down in the Old 
�estament and taught in the New, that we should be 
kind to the stranger, the fatherless and the "ridow. 
And the claim they have upon us is their very help. 
lessness. 

In this beautiful passage in Deuteronomy about 
gleaning, it speaks of the harvest, of the olive, and of 
the grape. You say, "Well, I am not a farmer, 1
know nothing of harvest. Olives do not grow in this 
cold country. And it is only a few people in this land 
who can grow grapes. What is the meaning of this?" 
I will tell you what it means, because when God tells 
us to deal in this way with the stranger, and the fath• 
erless

1 
and the widow, He means us to do it. You 

know what the harvest means. It was the ingathering 
of the · corn, and you know what that was for-to be 
made into bread. And you know what bread was for 
-to give strength; then the olive was a symbol of fruit­
fulness, and the grape typified joy. So then the
three things God teaches us here to do, are to give
strength and peace and joy to the stranger, the fath­
erless, and the widow. You will find Ruths evt'ry­
w here, and God wants us to give them the corn, to
give them the olive, and to give them the vine.

How can we do this? Turn to Proverbs xii. 25, 
and let us see how we can do it for the Master. (I am 
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going to take the very lowest thing it is possible for a 
child of God to do. I am not going to speak of those 
who can give their hundreds and thousands of dollars 
and be none the poorer; but let the very poorest of us 
see if we cannot be the means of bringing strength 
and peace and joy to those who need it.) "Heaviness 
in the heart of man make�h it sto_op." We all know 
that _is true. What is_ going to make it glad? A fifty­
dollar note? No! A hundred-dollar note? No! "But 
a good word maketh it glad." 

It is not only the wealth or the riches that God 
speaks a bout. Here it is a kind, loving word, "a 
good ·word," that makes the heart glad. You kno,v 
this world is full of heavy hearts and drooping souls. 
And I am sorry to say that too many of us Christians 
seem to think that good words cost a small fortune 
apiece, from the way we give them to those who need 
them. God wants us to speak kind words, good 
words. 

Did you ever consider, did you ever compare the

wo1#ds of the Lord Jesus Christ, and His works, His 
miracles? Why, the Lord Je�s accomplished more 
by 1Iis words than by His miracles. I do not know 
how many people He healed; I do not know how 
many people He raised from the dead. It may have 
been fifty, or five thousand, or fifty thousand; but 
there have been millions and millions brought to glory, 
and millions on millions cheered down here by the lov­
ing words of the Lord Jesus Christ. And he ,van ts 
us to be imitators of Him. When He was here He 

, 
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had no long purse, but he had a kind word for every­
body except the self-satisfied, the self-righteous, the 
Scribes and Pharisees. He had a loving ,vord of 
sympathy for every class. We, too, can give these and 
be none the poorer for it. 

Turn to Isaiah i, 4: "The Lord God hath given 
me the tongue of th� learned, that I should know how 
to speak a \Vord in season to him that is w!=!ary." Per­
haps you say, "Oh, I would like to have the tongue 
of the learned to show people ho\v clever I am!" 
The Lord Jesus had ''the tongue of the learned" for 
one purpose, and that was to know how to speak a 
\vord in season to him that was weary. Here again 
it is the word; it is not the power or the miracle. 
Read also in Colossians iii, 17. It was only rec�ntly 
that this struck me with such force; I never noticed it 
before. "\Yhatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by Him." Has it ever occurred to 

• 

you that is a very strange way of putting it, "What-
soever ye do ln word or deed?" We may be disposed 
to think it ought to have been, �'Whatsoever ye say t"n 
word or do in deed."· But it is not so: "Whatsoever 
ye do 1,·n word or deed." As if God said: "Every 
word you speak for Me is a good work." And \vhat 
we want is to have "the tongue of the learned," to 
know how to speak a word ·to those that are ,veary. 

If we want to be happy, if we want to be joyful and 
glad, let us try to make others glad. Let us try to 
give them strength, and peace, and joy. The most 
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miserable man to-day is the tnan who lives for self; 
the happiest man is the one who forgets self, and lives 
for others. There is no true happiness when we are 
thinking of self, and living for self; it is only when self 
is denied, the cross carried, and we are· working and 
speaking for others, that we are happy indeed. What 
a S\Veet thing it is to know that God has told us, 
"Whatsoever ye do £n word." Up yonder He is keep­
ing a record of it. 

A person says, "Don't I ,vish sometimes I had got 
the purse of Baron Rothschild, or the purse of Baro­
ness Burdett-Coutts." Beloved friend, if God hacl 
wanted you to have the purse of Baron Rothschild, 
He would have given it to you. You have got a 
tongue, and, if you have got Christ in your heart, use 
that tongue for the Master, to cheer the widow, · to 
comfort the fatherless, and to lightfn the heart of the 
afflicted. That is what God wants us to do. And 
we shall be as happy as the day is long, if we obey 
our loving God. 

I remember at one time I got down-hearted, cloudy, 
and dark. It was a miserable day; at least, I \Vas 
miserable. I think Christians ought not to be miser ... 
able, no matter what kind of days there are. But I 
was down-hearted that day. It was Christmas Eve, 
and there was a thick fog all over Manchester, where 
I .was, and the miserable, sleety rain ,vas coming 
down. I looked at my watch, and it was about eight 
o'clock. Four- miles away there was a little cottage, 
with a bright fire and a nice cup of tea ready for me. 



BIBLE READINGS IN RUTH. 

I thought to myself, "l '-''ill get right home, and make 
myself comfortable." 

But at that moment I thought about a little child 
two miles a way. There were i:io 'busses and no cars; 
I should have to trudge all the way, a�d it was Christ­
mas eve. I began to think, "Well now, little girls will 
expect presents to-morrow; I wonder if any body has 
taken anything to this little child. It will be eleven 
o'clock before I get home if I go, and what will my 
wife say to my coming home so late? And I shall 
have to walk through the rain, and the slush, and the 
mud and the fog." So·mething ,vhispered, "l would 
not do it, if I were you." But then another thought 
came: "Suppose that child were your little Mamie, 
and there was no one to give her anything." 

I went into a toy-shop, bought a doll for a few cop. 
pers, and started off through the cold and wet. 

By-and-by I came to a cellar, where this child lived 
with her mother and little brother. I knocked at the 
door and a voice said, "Come in." I put my thumb on 
the latch, and went inside. There was a miserable 
little bit of fire, and no candle. By the light of the 
fire I saw the little boy sitting on one side, and lying 
on the bed there was the little girl, about nine ye.ars 
old. She was suffering from a terrible disease, and 
amputation of a limb had become necessary. She said 
to me, "I am so glad you have come; nobody has 
been to see us, and mother has gone out to see if she 
could get anything to do, and get some money to buy 
the Christmas dinner with." 1 said, "l have come to 
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give you a doll," and I gave it to her. The little thing 
looked at it; then she put her hand into the bed, and 
took out some old rags. �he said, "l have been try­
ing to make a doll myself; oh, how nice to have a real 
one." 
· She took the doll and kissed it.. In a moment. the
darkness had gone froi:n my spirit; the cold chilly feel­
ing had disappeared, and I was as happy as ever I
could be. I \vould not have missed taking that doll,

. that only cost a few pennies, for a ten dollar note. 
How glad it had made me! And the next day the 
happiness I had in seeing my own little girl ,vas ten 
times more, because I knew another little girl was 
made happy too. Everywhere you go you ,vill find 
gleaners-poor Ruths, ,:vho need something; and God 
tells you to give them strength, and peace, and joy. 
_ Now in verse 4 of this chapter it says:-

,, And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the 

reapers, 'The Lord be with you.' And they answered him, 'The 

Lord bless thee.' ,
, 

You never read of a strike among Boaz' workmen; 
he.treated them too kindly for that. Just fancy the 
master coming along, and the first words he· says are, 
"The Lord be with you;" and they stand up and say, 
"The Lord bless thee." I do not know whether these 
servants quarrelled amongst themselves in the morn­
ing. No doubt they had little quarrels, and some of 
them did not always speak kindly to one another. But 
when the master came, he spoke kindly to them; And 
we can always go to our Master for a kind, loving 

word. 
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Boaz asks, "Whose damsel is this?" And the 
reapers reply, "That is Ruth, the Moabitess. She has • 
come with Naomi from Mo�b. She is very poor. 
Naomi has got nothing for her, so she has come to 
glean." So Boaz turns to her, and says (verse 8) :-

"Hearest thou not, my daughter? go not to glean in another field, 

neither go from hence, but abid� here fast by my maidens." 

What wonderful significance there is in the first 
words he spoke to ·her, "Go not to glean in another 
field." Why?. "Because I am a mighty man of 
wealth. All the fields round about belong to me; I 
have got plenty to satisfy you." Do you remember 
what the Lord Jesus tells his people? "Love not the 
"rorld"-go not to glean in another field. You know 
what gleaning means- getting something to satisfy 
yourself with. S� the Lord said, Do not go and look 
for anything to satisfy you outside of my fields. I 
will tell you why there is so much sorro,v in the 
Church of God, so many sad hearts amongst God's 
people, so much coldness and deadness. It is because 
the people of God have gone to glean in another field 
besides that of the Master. It is because we do not 
think He has got enough to satisfy us. We have not 
obeyed the Master. We have got a craving for some­
thing else than His blessed Word. What is the re­
sult? Sorrow, sadness, and darkness have come over 
our souls. 

I sometimes think this is what we read of in N um­
bers xi. 4. "The mixed multitude that was amongst 
them fell a lusting, and the children of Israel also wept 
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again." The first time they "Yept after they had 
crossed the Red Sea was because they had g0t into 
bad corn pany-people who had not been sheltered by 
the blood of the paschal Lamb. They became mixed, 
and the result was, weeping and sorrow. We some­
times imagine that the Master makes mistakes, and 
that we should not �e happy if we obeyed Him. But 
God wants us to be happy; He wants us to be true 
and faithful, and ,ve cannot be happy unless we are. 

In Nehemiah xiii. 23, we read : "ln those days also 
saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of 
Ammo_n, and of Moab." They, so to speak, had gone 
into other fields to seek for something that they 
thought God would not give them. "And their chil­
dren spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could 
not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the 
language of each people." I think this is a picture of 
the Church at the pr�sent day. Take nine professing 
Christians out of ten, and you will find you cannot tell 
to w horn they belong; for the first five minutes you 
will think they belong to Christ; then in the neA1: five 
they seem to belong to the world. They do not speak 
either language correctly. It is Christianity on Sun-
. days, and the world on week days. 

God requires that we should come right out, and be 
separate. "Be ye separate." "Be ye holy, be­
cause I am holy." Do not let us try to spe�k the lan­
guage of Ashdod one day, and the language of the 
Hebrew the next. Let us be decidt>d for Christ or 

· for the world. Let us get the question settled. If we 
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are Christians, let us be out and out for Christ. If 
we are not, do not let us make a false· profession; 
taking the place of Christians before men, when we 
are not so before God. Let us be what we are.

The Spring is corning on, and by-and-by you will 
go into the fields. There is a lark there-and how 
sweetly it sings! Did you ever h�ar a lark sing in its 
nest? No. Now stand and listen. By-and-by the 
lark begins to rise, and it begins to sing. As the little 
bird gets higher, it sings the louder, higher still and 
louder still; and it sings the loudest when it gets so 
high that you cannot see it at all. The lark sings its 
very sweetest then. And you can ahvays tell when 
it is coming down.· The mon1ent it begins to cqme 
down, it begins to lose its song. The nearer it gets to 
earth the less it sings, until at last it sinks i�to its nestj

and the song ceases altogether. Is not that the way 
with Christi�ns? We go and build a pretty little 
nest, and we do not sing. But as soon as we begin 
to rise we begin to sing. The higher we get the 
sweeter we sing-higher still and sweeter still. And 
when we sing the loudest and the sweetest is when we 
get so high in Christ that the world cannot see us for 
our Master. 

Oh, my brother, my sister, listen to this advice: "Go 
not to glean in another field." There is nought but 
hay and stubble there. But there are wheat, and 
barley, and corn for you in the Master's fields. The 
Master tells you to tarry and glean. He ,vill give you 
plenty . 

. 

28 
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The next advice that Boaz gives to Ruth is this: 
"Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go tho,, 

after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall no•i 
touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 
of that ,.vhich the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her face, 
and bowed herself to the ground and said unto him, Why have I 
found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of 
me, seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered and said unto her, 
It hath fully been showed me, all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother-in-law since the death of thine husband; and how thou hast 
left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore." (Verses 
9-11.) 

We see here that all the 1ove of Ruth to Naomi was 
known to Boa:t. 

Perhaps you are a worker for the Lord; you have 
been trying to do -something for Him who redeemed 
you. At times you get fearfully discouraged. You 
are working away, perhaps, in some little dark street; 
the rain or snow is coming down; perhaps your boots 
are not water-proof, and you have not got a very good 
cloak to put on. But you start off on Sunday after­
noon, and when you get there yo·u find five or six 
people gathered. You tell them the truth, but they 
seem perfectly indifferent, and the word does not ap­
pear to have any effect. You go there Sunday after 
St:nday. Perhaps you go week after week and visit 
the sick and the poor, but no body comes and pats you 
on the back and says you are doing a good work. 
Nobody puts a nice little notice in the paper about 
your work. And you get discouraged bec!luse no­
body takes any notice. Nobody. took any '"lOtice of 
Ruth, but Boaz said, uJ know all about it." And 1
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would rather that the Lord took knowledge of my 
work than any body else. He ,vill not forget those 
drt:ary days when you walked down to teach those 
people .about His beloved Son. Take courage, my 
brother, my sister. You may have to go through the 
rain. and the mud; but there never was an angel in 
heaven yet who had the privilege of catching a cough 
or a cold for Jesus. They never did, and they never 
can. "lt hath fully been showed me all that thou hast 
done for thy mother-in-law since the death of thine 
husband." I-le kne\v everything. 

Then look ,vhat he says: 
"The Lord recompense thy work, and a full rewara oe given tnee 

of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 
Then she said, Let. me find fa,·or in thy sight, my Lord; for that thou 
hast comforted me and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine 
handmaid." (Verses 12, 13.) 

You will notice in the margin it is "spoken to the

heart of thine handmaid." That is what the Lord al­
ways speaks to. I never find the Lord speaking much 
to people's brains, or their intellects. He always 
speaks right to the one place, and that is the heart. 
And that is where every child of God ought to aim at. 
You may put out a man's eye, and it will only blind 
hi1n; but you cannot put a knife into a 1nan's heart 
without killing him. So, if the word of God gets into 
a man's heart, he will be killed to self, and made alive 
to God. 

Then Boaz says: 

"At meal time come thou hither, and cat of the bread and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers.'' (Verse 1+) 
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She always did what he told her, and that was why 
she got so many blessings. She did not say, "I am 
too poor," or "l have not got the right kind of cos­
tume." Whatever Boaz told her to do she did; and 
what was the result? Sh� was blessed. So with us; 
\Ve should not be al ways telling the Lord we are so 
humble we do not like to obey Him. We ought to do 
what he tells us, \vhatever it is. The Lord never gives 
us a command, but He wants us to obey it. He will 
give us strength for obedience. 

"At meal time come thou hither." The Lord does 
not ,vant His p�ople_ to be always working; He \Vants 
them to have some food as well.. We all like meal 
times, especially when we are hungry. It is right for 
us to have proper meal times. I wonder what we 
would think of a house where they kept us six days 
w1thout_any food, and the seYenth day they piled up 
all kinds of dainties and we ate so much we did not 
know what to do! Six days' starving and one day's 
feeding! Yet that is the way many Christians do. 
They go and eat once a week, as if they could take 
enough at one meal to last them for a whole week. 
You cannot do it. Christ taught l-Iis disciples to pray, 
uGive us this day our daily bread." 1 cannot eat to­
day ·;vhat is going to do for to-morrow. I must get my 
food to-day and to-morrow. And there would not be 
so many ,,veak, powerless Christians if they would 
have proper me�l times, and sit daily at the Master's 
feet. More a�d more my daily prayer is, "Lord, give 
me my daily bread, my daily strength, and my daily 
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\"lork." I do not want Him to give me to-morrow's 
strength or to-morrow's ,vork, but to-day's strength 
and to-day's ,vork. And He will give it. 

"She came and sat down beside the reapers, and he 
reached her parched corn." He fed her. And the 
Lord \Vill feed us if we will just obey Him. He wi�l 
take care that ,ve get enough. "And she did eat, and 
,vas sufficed, and left." But you say, was not that a 
waste of time? Why was she not gleaning all this 
while? She just did what Boaz told her. · And now 
he takes the servants aside and he says: "Let fall also 
some of the handfuls of purpose for her, a�d leave 
them, that she may glean them." If it had not been 
for the master, she would never have got anything 
but single ears of barley. But as soon as she obeyed 
him, he told the servants to let fall "handfuls of 
purpose" for her, "and reproach her not." Do not 
tell her she is getting too much; that her pile is accu. 
mulating too fast. Ruth '"'as a ,voman of faith. She 
did not say, "lt is too much," but she took up handful 
after handful, until even came. We sometimes think, 
"All these promises of God for us! They are too 
many." But if God has chosen to give them, surely 
it is as little as vvc can do to pick them up. Ruth got 
more by sitting that half hour at the master's feet, 
than she had got altogether. before. It was grace that 
did it. ...L\.nd when we get up yonder, and look bac·K 
on the past, vve will see how many "handfuls of pur-­
pose" have been dropped for us. 

You remember that day you went out with a sad 
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heart. You had not got very far before you met that 
friend-"by accident" �f course-who spoke so l<?v­
ingly to you, and cheered you on your way. Another 
day you met a friend; "it was so fortunate," you 
thought; it was such a happy accident you turned 
down that street. No, no; your friend came with a 
handful of blessing to drop "of purpose." God sent 
the blessing. There was no such thing as chance or 
accident about it. All the way along we find our 
pathway strewn _with handfuls dropped "of purpose'•' 
for us. 

"So she gleaned in the field until even." She did 
not work for an hour and then run away; she kept at 

� it hour after hour, all the day long, until even came. 
Then ju�t look at what she had gleaned. More than 
she could carry away! Now, there is one t�ing the 
Bible is silent about, and that is, what kind of a wo­
man Ruth was. It does not tell us about the color of 
her eyes, or the color of her hair, or anything of that 
sort. If we '\\'ere writing about her, we would say she 
had such and such a complexion, or that her hair was 
,c,uch and such a color. Tliat is not the way God does . 

. 

But He does tell us, or leaves us to infer, that she was 
a woman who had a great deal of faith, and a great 
deal of common sense. 

You know it is one thing to have grace, and another 
thing to have common sense. But she had both. She 
had got more than she wanted, and "she beat out that 
she had gleaned; and it was about an ephah of barley." 
And she carried away-the straw? No, she did not; 
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but that is ,vhat \Ve do sometimes. We attend a meet­
ing, an_d when we go away we leave the corn b�hind, 
and carry away the straw only. "Dear me ! Never 
heard any thing like that before." "Do you agree 
with all that he said ?'' "He said this or he said that, 
or he said the other : did you know what it all meant?" 
That is carrying away the straw instead of the \vheat. 
The wheat cannot grow without straw, and many ser­
mons have more straw than wheat in them. Beat it 
out. Leave the straw and carry hoine the wheat. I 
never heard anybody in my life who spoke about the 
Master, who did not give me some wheat to carry 
away. Let us glean until even, then beat it out and 
carry home the wheat or the barley. 

"And her mother-in-law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned 
to-day? and where wroughtest thou ? blessed be he that did take 
knowledge of thee. And she showC::d her mother-in-law with whom 
she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought 
to-day is Boaz. And Naomi said unto her daughter-in-law, BleEsed 
be he of the Lord who bath not left off his kindness to the living 
and to the dead. _And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin 
unto us, one of our next kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said, 
He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until 
they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi said unto Ruth her 
daughter-in-law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his 
maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. So she kept 
fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean until the end of the barley har­
vest and of wheat harvest ; �nd dwelt wi�h her mother-in-law." 
(Verses 19-23.) 

We will next consider "Ruth Resting," not "gleaa­
ing." May the Lord he]p us to go and try if we can .. 
not find some poor Ruth for whom we may drop 
some "handfuls of purpose" gathered in the 1\1:aster's 
name, and_ for the Saviour's sake. 
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....._.._...., _______________________ _

CHAP1"ER III. 

RUTH RESTING . 

I suppose you have noticed that the second chapter 
concludes with the end of the harvest, both of barley 
and of ,vheat. The wheat harvest came after the 
barley harvest. And we read: "She (Ruth) kept fast 
by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of bar­
ley harvest and of wheat harvest, and dwelt ,vith her 
mother-in-law." In this chapter we do not read any­
thing about the harvest; it is all over. The s�rvants 
cannot drop handfuls for her no,v. What is to become 
of Ruth �n.d Naomi? 

It is a blessed thing to find out that the Scriptures 
teach us we are not dependent on means. We are 
dependent on the �aster, and not on means. We 
sometimes hear people mourning because they cannot 
go to the "means of grace." Sometimes when ,ve 
cannot get to the so-called means of grace is the time 
when we are nearest to grace itself, because ,ve are 
forced to go to the Master, who is hfull of grace and 
truth." Grace is far better than the means of grace. 
The Lord Jesus Christ will take care that His people 
:\hall not want anything if they are obedient. 

This chapter begins with a wonderful qµestion: 
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"1\-f y daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well 
with thee r" 

There is a wonderful difference between this lan­
guage and that used by Naomi in the 9th verse of the 
first chapter. There she says to Ruth and Orpah : 
"The Lord grant yo"u that ye may ftnd rest, each of 
you in the house of her husband." When Naomi was 
in Moab, she did not appear to manifest the same 
tender care for them ; but now she is at Bethlehem,  
and has eaten of the grain that . came from the fields of 
Boaz, see how different is her language. ".5hall l seek 
rest £or thee?" When we are in the far country, and 
out of communion with the Lord, we do not care· 
where sinners go to ; but when our hearts are right, 
we will use the language of Naomi. We will not 
mind if we have to travel ten miles to take a message 
from the Master to some poor, lost, guilty sinner. In 
one case we may indee4 express the desire : "The 
Lord grant you t�at you may find rest," but in the 
other it is : "Shall I not seek rest for thee?" 

In the second verse Naomi tells Ruth something 
that perhaps she did not know ; and it is something 
that seems to be forgotten by the Church of God in 
the present day. 

" Is not Boaz of our kindred with whose maidens thou wast? 
Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night in the threshing floor." 

There had been some one to plough the land, and 
some one to sow the seed, and some one to reap the 
harvest; and the history does not tell us the names of 
tnese servants. But when it comes to the winno,ving, 
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it tells us that Boaz.himself is going to do it. Some­
times I come across. ,vorkers who are discouraged be­
cause they do not see results. I am a worker, and I 
want to encourage any one who is \\'orking for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Do not get discouraged because 
you see some one else who is a great de1l more suc­
cessful in winning souls than you are. 

I once lived next door to a farmer, and I used to see 
him when he went out to SO\V his fields. I said t.o 
him one day: "Why do you do that yourself?" "Be­
cause," he said, "l have not got a servant whom I can 
trust to sow. I had one once \\7hom I could trust, but 
he has lett me. I must have one to sow the seed, in 
whom I can put confidence." I have seen that very 
farmer go and hire the. first Irish laborer that come 
along, to put in the sickle t<? reap. Who did the 
most important work? Not the man who reaped, but 
the man who sowed. So you, perhaps, who are toil­
ing and laboring for the Lord Jesus Christ, you never 
see a soul woo to the Saviour. Thank God for the 
great ho90� He is conferring upon you in making you 
a sower, even if He makes somebody else the reaper. 
�'One soweth and another reapeth," but "neither is he 
that planteth anything, neither he that watereth, but 
God that giveth the increase." (John iv. 37; 1 Cor­
inthians iii. 7.) Sow the seed beside all waters, and 
by-and-by, both sower and reaper shall rejoice to­
gether. When the Master winnovveth the barley, we 
will all get the praise that is due to us. Perhaps 
some poor oJd woman who has never been off her bed 
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for ten years, will get more praise than one who 
seemed to win thousands of souls to Christ. The 
Master will give every one the right reward. 

"Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night in the 
threshing floor." I think there is something very in­
structive about this. "He winnoweth barley." Every 
man's work is going to be tried and tested. You 
know what the winnowing was for-to separate the 
barley or the wh�at from the chaff. The wind blew 
all the chaff away, and there was nothing left but 
pure grain. Perhaps, when son1e of us come to have .. 
our work tried, a good deal will be blown a,vay; but, 
thank God, the grain will remain. The chaff will be 
blown away, for we shall not want it then. 

Let us now turn to a few pa_ssages of Scripture 1n

connection with winnowing. I Corinthians iii. IO to 
15. Paul says: "lf any man build upon this fou11da­
tion, gold, silver, precious stones, wood,· hay, stubble,
every man's work shall be made manifest; for the day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort
it is. If any man's work abide, which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he
himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire." Not every­
body in this world is a builder; but all the members
of the true Church of Christ are builders. God him­
self has laid the foundation-stone, which is Jesus
Christ, and we are building upon it. Here we see
that each man's work shall be made manifest and

38 
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tried. If a man's work abide, he shall receive a re­
ward ; for ( verse 8) "every man shall receive his own 
reward according to his own labor," but if any man's 
work shall be burned [does not stand the test], he 
shall suffer loss [lose the reward]. Therefore let each 
one take heed to his work, how he builds. Let us 
take care that our work is done in God's way, and 
for His glory, and not in man's ,vay, or for the glory 
-0£ self. 

Paul says that we can build gold, silver, precious 
stones, or we can build wood, hay, stubble. I do not 
·think it is a difficult thing for us to tell which is the 
gold, silver, precious stones, or which is the wood, 
hay, stubble. Everything that is done for the glory 
of self will be wood, hay, stubble ; I do not care what 
the result may be. If I have preached for the glory 
of self, my_ ,vork is going to be burnt up as wood, hay, 
stubble. What is the gol�, silver and precious stones ? 
Everything that is done for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You may give a cup of cold water to a beggar in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, because he belongs to Christ, 
and you will have your reward. The barley n1ust be 
winnowed. The work must be tried. Who is going 
to try it ? Not the servants ; not the angels. The 
Lord Jesus Christ will try the work Himself, and all 
that is wood, hay, stubble, will be burnt up. 

Now turn to Revelation ii. 10: "Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." Here 
we have a blessed truth brought out. A great many 
people understand this to mean that if we are faith-
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ful to God, after we are converted, until we die, He .­
will give us everlasting life-that eternal life depends 
on our faithfuln_ess. That is not taught here. It is 
not taught by any Scripture that I can find from 
Genesis to Revelation. It is, "Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown." Did God ever 
give eternal life to any one because he was faithful? If 
God did that,· hell would be peopled and heaven would 
be empty. The great fact that we are all sinners 
shows that we have not been faithful; and it is only 
on the ground of grace that we can receive eternal 
life. We receive it as a gift, not as a reward. But 
when I am saved, and have got eternal life, God says, 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I _will reward you." 
Just as it is with scholars at school, when vacation 
time comes. Those who have studied hard, and have 
become perfect in their lessons, or have got so many 
marks, receive a prize,. which they take home, and 
show to their mother and father. God is going to 
give us rewards by-and-by if we are faithful. We ·do · 
not get life, but a crown of life,'for our faithfulness to 
him. The work will be tried and the servant reward­
ed, because of his work. 

There is another passage-' I Corinthians ix. 24 to 
27-over· which a great many people stumble, but it
is in connection with the same subject. Many people
understand this to mean that Paul, after all he had suf­
fered, and after aH his labors for the Lord Jesus Christ,
might be- damned. But what does it mean? If any ..
body will read the context, they will find that it is
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very sir,1ple. What does Paul say? We are all run­
ning a race. Who is running? Not unsaved men, 
but Christians. What are we running for? A prize. 
But eternal life is not a prize; it is a free gift. What 
is the prize? A crown. "So run ye that ye may ob­
tain" a crown of life, an incorruptible crown. · "I 
therefore so run," says Paul, "lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castawav." The Greek word that is translated here 
"castaway" means "disapproved;" lest when the 
Master comes, I shall be disapproved, and lose my 
crown. 

Beloved friends, let us keep our body under; let us 
be temperate in all things. "Let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus," (Heb. xii. 2, 3): not to get eternal 
life, but to get this blessed crown that our Lord has 
so graciously promised to us. There will be some in 
that day who will have so much wheat, that they will 
have a grand crown. Others, perhaps, will have so 
inuch chaff, that t�ey will be disapproved. Each will 
be rewarded according to his faithfulness. We 
might quote other passages if needed; but let us go 
on to the third verse of this chapter, and see the ad­
vice of Naomi. 

"Wash thyself, therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment 
upon thee, and get thee down to the floor; but make not thyself 

.. known unto the man until he shall have done eating and drinking." 

She was going to take her place at the feet of Boaz; 
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and there ,vas as much faith required to do that as to 
go and glean in the fields. It was her right place to 
take, at the feet of her kinsman. 

Notice the three things that are necessary before 
she could take her place at the feet of Boaz. "Wash 
thyself;. anoint thee; put thy raiment upon thee." I 
need hardly tell you what all this means. Washing 
means purity. So, if we should He at the Saviour's feet, 
we have got to be pure. Anointing signified sancti­
fication; and covering, righteousness. Is there not a 
grand and glorious truth told us here? Are not these 
things just what Jesus Himself is to us when we ac­
cept Him? The moment we believe we are, as to our 
standing, pure, as He is pure, He is unto us sanctifi­
cation and righteousness. And the very things He 
gives to us are the very thin gs that make us fit to go 
into I-Iis presence. We have not space to refer to it 
here, but if, at your leisure, you will read the 16th 
chapter of Ezekiel, you will find these three things 
brought out in connection with Israel. But if wt: would 
sit at the feet of Jesus, and have fellowship with Him, 
we must be holy in practice, separated from evil, and 
habitually V\7alking in God's righteous vvays; for "God 
is light," and "if we say that we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth." ( r John i. 5, 6.) 

What a grand thing it is to be in the world, as ,ve 
are, and to have communion with Christ and with God 
-e_very action pur·e and sanctified! I had some plants
10 my garden, and people used to come and admire
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those plants. After· they had gone out of the garden 
they would say, "What a sweet flavor there is about 
me." Do you know where they got it? There was 
one plant sent to me and I hardly thought it worth 
putting in the garden at all. I thought it had been 
spoiled. But I had it put there and it bloomed and 
blossomed. Th� flower ,vas not a very pretty one; 
it had not much show about it. But you could not 
touch the plant without receiving a sweet savor from 
it, and the more you pressed it the sweeter was the 
savor it gave out. There are some Christians just 
like that flower. You go to their ho1ne and _·:you see 
nothing particular there, no show, no grandeur� per­
haps it is the home of some poor Christian wornan. 
You go away, and all the day there is such a sweet­
ness clinging about you, and you wonder where it 
came from. It is from that lovely plant. The world, 
perhaps, did not admire her much. She never stood 
on a platform and preached. She never displayed any 
eloquence or beauty of language. But you have 
touched her, and you have carried away some of the 
sweetness that vvas there. 

There are some other Christians who remind me of 
what happened when I ,vas a boy. I used to visit a 
friend, and she would say to me, "Wouldn't you like 
to take some roses hon:ie to your mother?" ,·,No," I 
said, "l would rather take some nettles." My mother 
used to take nettles and boil the1n, in order to make a 
kind of spring drink. So I said I would take some 
nettles. We went to gather them, and got pretty w�ll 
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stung. As vre were going home in the train, an old 
lady came in, and she said, "Oh, dear me, they are 
nettles!" So it is with some Christians; they might 
carry roses if they would, but it seems as if they had 
got a bag of nettles, and everybody that touches them 
is stung. It is an awful thing to have a bad tongue, 
but some of us seem to be contented with that; we 
sting everybody. My friends, it is as clieap to carry 
roses as nettles. Let us leave the nettles,· and carry 
the roses;. let u� be sweet Christians; and not stinging 
ones. 

''And it shall be, when he Heth down, that thou shalt mark the 
place where he shall lie; and thou shalt go in and uncover his feet, 
and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. And 
she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do." (Verses 

4and 5.) 

I wish we had more Ruths who just do what they 
are told. And what a blessed thing for her to get 
rest. There_ are two rests spoken of in ·Matthew xi. 
28, 29. "Come unto me and I will give you rest." 
That is for the sinner. "Take my y9ke upon you, 
ancl learn of me, for I am meek and lowly_ in heart,
and ye shall find rest unto your souls." That is a 
higher kind of rest than the other; it is only given to 
those that take the yoke of Jesus and learn of Him. 

In the seventh verse we have a very sweet express­
ion. uWhen Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his 
heart was 1nerry." Do you know why? Eating and 
drinking means satisfying. He was satisfied. If the 
chaff had been winnowed away, he \Vas satisfied with 
what was left. "He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
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and shall be satisfied." (Isa. liii. I I . )  Christ will ex­
perience that in most of His Church, by-anc;l-by, at the 
end of the harvest. The harvest was over, the barley 
was winnowed, and the master was happy. And Boaz 
said, 

"Tarry this night, and it shall be in the inormng, that if he will 
perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well ; let him do the kins­
man's part : but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then 
will I do the part of a kinsman to the�, as the Lord li �eth : lie down 
UI],til t�e morning." (Verse 13.) 

What a sweet advice that was : "Lie down until 
the morning." 

In. the second chapter we read that "She gleaned 
in the field until even." What a contrast now that she 
is at the feet of Boaz ! Those two verses put together, 
make the- Christian's work down here : "Glean until 
even ;" "lie down until the morning." That which is 
going to be morning to the Church is going to be 
night to the world. Those who rest at th.e Master's 
feet will · do tpe most work • .  

"Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee and hold 
it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and 
laid it on her; and she went into the city." (Verse 1 5.) 

Notice what she got for resting. Better than ever 
she got for gleaning. Then she got an ephah of bar-
ley and a lot of straw. The servant gave her th�t, 
but Boaz. never gives any straw. It was barley he 
gave her ; there was nothing to beat out. It was win­
nowed barley. If you trust the Master, and work for 
Him, you will get more in five minutes than you would 
in ten years if you work for yourself. 
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She received six measures of barley. Why not . 
seven ? Seven is the complet� or perfect number. I 

will tell you why. He  was going to give her the 
seventh measure in the morning. You know what 
that was-it was himself. There is nothing perfect 
here. Even the Master does not give us perfection 
now ; but \.vhen the morning comes we will have Him! 
Without Him there is nothing perfect, nothing com­
plete. When Boaz gave Ruth the barley, he measur­
ed it ; but after,vard, when she got himself, she got 
all the barley too, without measure. Our blessings are 
measured to-day, but in the . morning we ,vill get 
· them all. 

"When sh� came to her mother-in-law, she told her all that the 
man had done to her. And she said, These six measures of barley 
gave he me, for he said to me, go not empty unto thy mother-in-law.,, 
(Verses 16, 17.) 

It would have been a downright shame £ or her to 
have gone home from the presence of Boaz empty. 
And there is no reason for us to be empty. Yet how 
empty we are sometimes ! We talk, when we might 
as well have been silent. They are idle words; and 
nothing n1ore. We may talk about the S_aviour as 
clearly and logically as Paul . did, and yet be empty. 
Do you know why?' Because we have not been at the 
Master's feet. None that ever. came to the Master 
and trusted Him went empty a way. The rea·son why 
much of our testimony is useless is because ,ve have 
trusted ourselves, our brain, or some book, or some 
kind of knowledge we possess, instead of going to the 
feet of Christ, and learning of Him ; you shall have the 
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grandest day to-morrow you ever had, if you will 
spend to-day at the feet of the Master. What a dif­
ference it makes, going full and going empty. 

r was in New York some time ago, and a friend 
told me he had been at a meeting where he spoke to a 
girl who had been rescued from a life of sin. He 
asked her how she became a Christian. She told him 
how she had once lived in a certain place, one of the 
viie dens of New Vork. She fell sick there, and was 
neglected by everybody. One day, however, a knock 
came to the door, and a young iady entered the room. 
She sa,v how things were, and she said to the sick 
girl, "Would you like me to put the bed straight, and 
sweep the floor, and kindle the fire for you?" She let 
her do it,- and afterwards said, "She was kind to me, 
and spoke some passages of Scripture; and when she 
went a"ray she said, 'Good bye.' But I did not feel 
the slightest impression on my heart from what she 
had said. She came again the next day, and the next. 
She was ':"ery kind; she brought me food, and did all 
s;he could. She never went away without giving me 
a text of Scripture, yet it did not make any impres-
. s1on. 

"One day she came and straightened up my room. 
and made my bed. Just as she ,vas going away, she 
came to the bedsi�e, and looked at me. She put ner 
hand on my brow, and said, 'God bless you, my child, 
God bless you!' and she stooped and kissed me. It 
was that kiss that opened my heart." 

This young lady had gone full of the spirit of her 
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Master; the result was, she took some winnowed bar. 
ley, and that po0r soul was saved. 

My sister, my brother, go from the presence of the 
Iviast�r to your work. Take with you the winnov11ed 
barley He has given you. Thank God, He has gi-.ren 
you six measures; take it to the starving and the dying, 
and He will bless you. We shall be as happy as the Lord 
Jesus Christ wants us to be, if we only do what 1Jt> 
wants us to do. May He bless His simple message to 

your soul! 



MEANS OF GRACE. 

---·---------------------­
. 

CHAPTER IV. 

R U T H  R E W AR D E D  • 

. 

You will have noticed in tlie thir<l chapter, oaz 
said to Ruth, that in the morning he would consult one 
who had the first claim upon her-the first kinsman , 
who was nearer than hin1self. And at last the morn­
ing ha� come. So Boaz went up to t�e gate, and the 
first kinsman came by. Boaz said to him : ''Sit down 
here." Then in the second verse of this chaoter we 
read, that Boaz 

"Took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, sit ye aown 
here ; and they sat down.'' 

You.find there were three questions to be settled. 
The first was this : Was there a kinsman who had the 

right to redeem ? The second: Was there a ki�sman 
who was able to redeem ? And thirdly : Was there a 

. 

. 

kinsman who was wi"lling to redeem? These three 
things were necessary. 

First of all the man must have , the rlght. You 
or I might be as rich as Baron Rothschild , yet ,we 
could not have redeemed the inheritance, because we 
were not kinsmen. And so, was there not a necessity 
i'Jr the Lord Jesus Christ becoming man, in order that 
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l-Ie might be our kinsman? It was only as man that
tie had a right to redeem.

Then the next thing was: Had he the abz1i't1 
to do it? Suppose Boaz had been poor instead of 
r.ch, he might have had the right, and he might
have wanted to redeem the inheritance; but if he had
not been able it would have been an impossibility.
But we are told that he was "a mighty man of wealth,"
so that he had not only the right, but the ability to re­
deeq1.

Then there was the wz7lingness of the redeemer. 
He might have had the right, he might hav� had the 
means; but if he had not the heart, no p0¥.'er on earth 
could have made Boaz redeem the inheritance, and re­
deem poor Ruth. That is why we read so much in 
the Scripture about the love of Christ. It ,vas not the 
pi'ty of Christ; it took something more than pity. It 
was not the synipathy of Christ; it took s01nething · 
more than sympathy. It took nothing less than the 
LOVE ofChrist to become our Saviour and Redeemer. 

Then notice the two kinsmen stand there, and the 
ten elders are the witnesses. Boaz said to the first 
kinsman: "Elimelech had a piece of land, and Naomi 
selleth it. Will you redeem it?" Yes, he said, he 
would. "Well, along with it there is Ruth, the Mo. 
abitess; will you take her along with the land?" No, 
said he�. I cannot ta�e her; I will take the propert�, ,
but I will have nothing to do with her. 

But, though the first kinsman would not redeem 
Ruth, there is no disagreement betwt!en the two; they 
are not contrary the one to the other. 

• 

c. 
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e&Redeem thou my right to thyself ; for I cannot reaeem 1t." 
cv�rse 6.) 

Bet\vt!en law and grace, while there is the greatest 
contrast, thank God there is no antagonism. Goct's 
justice and God's love work in  parallel lines. 

The next thing is, Boaz has got the whole people 
together, and he takes hold of this poor Gentile girl. 
He calls the people to witness-that he is going to 
give her-some parched corn ? No. To drop some 
handfuls of purpose ? No. The morning had come 
and he was going to fulfill his promise to her. Ruth 
had done everything he had told her. From first to 
last you find Ruth in the path of obt!dience ; so she i s  
always satisfied. The most dissatisfied people on the 
earth are Christians who are disobedient to the com­
mand of Christ. They go seeking for pleasure, and 
they cannot find it. They go into the world looking 
for joy. Beloved there is a plant that never blos­
somed in this world, and that is the plant of joy, the 
plant of happiness. It only grows where the l\ilaster 
is ; it does not grow in the world at all. That is why 
nobody in the world is satisfied. They are looking 
for\\1ard from the beginning to the end of "the season," 
and from one season to another, but it finds them ex-

• 
I 

actly where they were, unsatisfied. If you had the 
whole world at your feet to-day, and had not got 
Christ, you \Vou.ld not be satisfied. And if you had 
Christ, and were not walking in the path of obedience, 
you would still be most wretched. 

But the morning has come, and Ruth is going to get 
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the fulness of the blessing which Boaz intended for her. 
What ,vas that? One of Boaz' fields? No, not that. 
A beautiful cottage upon his estate ? Not that. How 
many Christians say: "l shall be glad to get .one of the 
many mansions : I shall be glad to get inside the gate." 
But that did not satisfy Ruth. She took whatever 
Boaz gave her. If it was "handfuls of purpose," she 
took that ; if it was six measures of barley, she took 
that. But now he is going to give himseij t<;> her. 
And so faith takes all that J ehov:ah gives ; and the 

greatest gift is Himself. 
The morning came at last. N o!ice what Boaz does. 

He takes that poor Gentile girl, _who had not a shilling 
in the world, and before all the people says : 

"Ye are witnesses • • . Ruth, the Moabitess, have I pur­
chased to be my wife." (Verses 9, 10.) 

The richest man in the land takes a beggar and says, 
"l have purchased her to make her my wife !" 

What is the hope of the Churc�-your hope and 
mine? A mansion? Thank God there is something 
better than a mansion. Golden streets and jasper 
walls? No ! It is the blessed Master Himself! G·race 
would never be satisfied with giving us a mansion, a 

. beautiful home. Christ gives nothing less than Him­

. se!f. "Who loved me, and gave Rinzse!f for me." 

Turn to a few passages of Scripture on the cominrr 
' 

back · of our blessed Lord according to His promise. 
because this subject leads us right to it. The morn• 
ing is sure to come, and it cannot be very long no,v. 
I think the Church is almost at day-break now ; look-
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ing at the state of the world, I think it is very near 
the time when the Son of God ·will come back again. 
You need not be alarmed; I am not going to speak 
about seals being broken, or of trumpets being blown, 
or of vials being emptied. I am not going into these 
t�ings, because I do not understand them myself. 
Thank God, He has given us a very simple reve­
lation in His Word, and that is the return of the Son 
of God from heaven to receive His Church. 

Turn to the 14th chap�er of John's Gospel. That is 
the first place I can find in the four Gospels, _where 
the Saviour speaks about ·His return. Those who 
have not studied. this subject will bear in mind t\VO 
things; it will help you a great deal. In passages 
where you read ,:the day of the Lord," it does not 
mean the c�ming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His 
Church. If you begin at Isaiah iv, and go right 
through the Old Testament you will find "the day of 
the Lord" mentioned by almost every prophet. Trace it 
also in the New Testament, and you will find "the day o( 
the Lord" means the day of the judgment by _the Lord 
Jesus Christ upon the nations that have persecuted the 
Jews. You never find one place where the coming of , 
the Lord is mentioned in connection with anything but 
the hope of the Church. People are always associa­
ting the coming of the Lord with judgment. 1 will 
tell you something that may surprise you. Not a sin­
gle believer in the Lord J es:us Christ in this dispensa­
tion will ever be in the judgment at all. We shall be 
at �he judgment but not t"n the judgment. "Know ye 



54 BIBLE READINGS IN RUTH. 

not that the saints shall judge the world?" There is a 
great difference between judging and being judged. 

Now, notice in the 13th chapter of John, the Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered His disciples together away 
from the world, that he might tell them some secrets. 

And, first, He tells them that they ·must have their feet 
washed. And then another thing was, they were to 
love one another. That was before a single word 
was said about the Master's coming back again. 

, Then in the 14th chapter, He begins by saying, 
"Let not your heart be troubled." He does not say, 
"Let not your hearts be troubled," but your heart. 

Gor:l never makes any mistakes about His language. 
You or I would never have talked about "your 

· heart." There were eleven of them. W}:iy does He 
say heart? Because they had got their feet washed, 
and loved one another, and they are all of one heart. 
"i go to prepare a place for you. And .if I go and pre­
pare a place for you, I will cgme again, and receive 

,you unto Myself." I want you to notice that little 
word "receive." It is not, I am coming to take you, 
but to rccez"ve you. I remember onc.e quoting that 
passage in Ireland-that is a place ,vhere they read 
their Bibles a good deal. A lady came to me and 
asked me to sho\v her where it ,vas said that Christ 
would take His disciples to Himself. I turned to this 
verse and read, "l will come again and receive you 
unto myself." "But you said take,· it is not take at all, 
but recei-ve I" 

There is a wonderful lesson to be learned here. If. 
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I am going to receive anirthing, I must receive it_f�om 
somebody. And so it seen1s to me, that when the 
Lord Jes.us Christ comes back again, the Holy Spirit 
takes up the Church, and presents it to the Master. 

Well, some people say : "l believe in Christ's com­
ing back because I cannot deny that i t  is taught in 
the word." But they try to explain a\vay His per­
sonal coming. "Yes," they say, "the Lord Jesus 
Christ said He would come back again, but it means 
at death." That it does not, I think I can prove to 
you . Death is an enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Death is an enemy of the Church ; it is not a friend, 
and. our Lord will not send an enemy in place of Him­
self. 

Our Lord said : "l will come again l\fyself." Then 
som� people say : "0 h, yes, but He meant Titus com­
ing to Jerusalem ; that was the coming of the Lord." 
The idea of an old heathen idolater being Christ ! 
"Well then," say others, "it meant this. ; the gradual 
spread of the Gospel all over the world. 'fhe Gospel 
is to be preached, and people are going to be saved. 
It meant a spiritual coming." No, it does not mean 
that. You cannot find a passage from the beginning 
of Matthew to the end of the book of Revelation, 
where it says that the world is going to be made better, 
and better, and better, by tht; preaching of the Gospel 
-not a solitary passage. But the Rook tells me that 
the world is going to get \\'Orse, and ,vorse, and \Vorse !  
That the Lord Jesus Christ is gathering out His 
Chur_ch, and after he has gathered out His elect, He is 
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going to return and take that Church away, while the 
world will be left to go on in its sin and iniquity, just" 
as at this present time. 

"Well then," they say, "it means that when I am con­
verted the Lord comes into my soul ; that is \vhat is 
meant by the coming of the Lord." The Apostle Paul 
said, "Christ lives in me," and it was only after his 
conversio� that he could write that. Yet it was after 
that he·began to speak about the Lord's coming again, 
not before. If the Lo�d had come back to · Paul, he 
would have told us ; but he did not, therefore "it can­
not mean that. Suppose you have got a son in a 
foreign land, and he writes to you, "Dear mother, I 
arn coming back by the next ship. All being well, I 
hope to be home by such and such a day." Who 
would you expect to come back? Some shadow? 
Some peculiar kind of feeling round your heart? 
Would you say that was your son come back? No ! 
You would expect a carriage to drive up to the door, 
and that your boy would get out, and nobody else. 
So \\'hen Christ said, "I will come again," He just 
meant Himself. He did not mean a spirit or an influ-

, 

ence. He did not mean somebody else ; He meant 
H£1nse!f. 

Now turn to Acts i ,  9 to r r : "And when He had 
spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken 
up; and a cloud received them out of thei� sight. 
And while they looked steadfastly to\vard heaven as 
He went up, behold two men stood by them in white 
apparel ; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, \vhy stand 
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ye gazing up into heaven? 1."his same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven." Notice 
these words, because · they are very important. "ln 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 

These angels understood what Jesus meant far bet­
ter than the people who write commentaries. They 
came right down from heaven to tell us, and they said, 
"Just as He has gone, H� is to come again." How 
did He go ? In the last chapter of Luke, we read how 
He went. Verse 39:  "A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as you see Me have." It w as not a spirit that 
went away, but the very same Jesus who died on the 
cross and came out of the tomb. 

"And He led them out as far as Bethany. And He 
lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came 
to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven." (Verses 50, 5 r .)  
What a sweet -sight it  must have been ! I used to 
wonder why He went to Bethany. When the Lord 
Jesus Christ was down here, He did not know many 
friends. There were not many of those rich Phari­
sees who asked Him 'to go and sleep in their homes. 

But at Bethany lived two sisters, l\tiartha and Mary, 
with their brother Lazarus, and whenever Jesus went 
there He was weh:ome. They were ahvays glad to 
see Him in their humble home. Now He is going 
away. And you know when you are going a long 
distance, you nearly always go · and see your particular 
friends to bid them good-bye. So I think He went to 
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Bethany-I have no Scripture for it, but it is my 
opinion-just to bid Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary 
good-bye, to tell them he was going back to His 
Father, but He would come back again for them by­
and-by. 

"He led them out as far as to Bethany and blessed 
them." The last words that ever came from the dear 
Saviour's lips were words of blessing to His Church. 
And He is coming back in the same way; not to curse 
His Church, but to bless her. "He lifted up His 
hands." The last thing th�y sa� were those pierced 
hands. As much as if He had said: "Peter, James, 
John, Nathaniel, never forget that I have been crucified 
for you; never forget that the nails have been through 
my hands, and my feet, and the spear in my side. 
Whatever you do, keep out of the world, for it has 
murdered me. Do not go and live for its pleasures, 
its sins and its £9lly; but come out and be separate." 
Oh, friend, if the Son of God came �ack to-day, would 
He find you in the world? Do you care about its ap­
plause? The world is a hollow bubble, and you 
know it, you have experienced it. And the last thing 
the Master says to you is: "l have been crucified for 
you, not only to bring you into heaven, hut to deliver 
you from this present evil world." May God help His 
Church to be separate, and to live for Him! 

Now turn to 2 Corinthians v. I-6, where we have 
another sweet thought in connection with our Lord's 
return. "For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
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God, a house not ma<le with hands, eternal in the heav­
ens . For in this ,ve groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven ; if 
so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened; not for that we would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallo"red up of 

life. Now He that hath wrought us for the self same 
thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest 
of the Spirit . Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that whilst \Ve are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord." 

Paul was just a glorious subject of the Master. He 
had got the right idea in his brain, and that was, that 
there was something better to live for �han all this 
world could give-and heaven besides. ·That was the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He did not talk much 
about the mansions ; he talked about the Lord, the 

· .lord, THE Lo RD ! You find it so all through thes� 
epistles. It \�as not the golden streets, the beautiful 
throne, the white robes or the crown ; but the Lord 
Himself. 

When I was in Rochester, N e\v York, some time 
ago, friends wanted to send a doll to my little daughter, 
a crippled, paralyzed child of five years ; so they got a 
very pretty doll for her. I wrote to her : "Dear 
Minnie, I am going to bring you such a pretty.doll." 
I had a letter back to say that Minnie wanted me to 
come home as soon as I could with the doll ; �very 
other letter was about the doll. 
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It s� happened that I had to go home by another 
ship than the one I expected to go by, so the doll went b_y

a different ship, and did not reach there till three or four 
\Veeks after I had been hotne. When I arrived I sat 
do,vn, and Minnie sat on the hearth-rug. By-and-by 
she said: "Papa, will it be long before you unpack 
your trunk?" I said, "No, I do not think it will be 
very long." My heart began to fail me, because I 
thought it was only the doll she wanted, but I sat still. 
Presently she said: "Papa, I wottld like to help you un­
•pack your boxes." I could not hide it any longer, so 
I said, "Well, Minnie, I am sorry to have to tell you 
that after all I ha� �o leave your doll in America; I 
have come without it. In a moment that swet!t little 
girl looked up at me with her pretty eyes, and she 
said: "Papa, I would rather have you than the doll!" 
I could not tell you how it gladdened me to hear her 
say that; it cheered me to know that after all, she 
wanted me to come back, not for what I was going to 
give, but for myself. And we do not want our Lord 
back again for the gifts he is going to bestow. We 
want Ht"nz back again because we love Him. It is 
our blessed Lord and Master Himself that we long 
for. 

Now turn to Phil. iii, 20; I Thessalonians i, 9, Io:

"For our conversation is in heavt!n; from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." 
"For they themselves show of us what manner of en-

. tering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, and to 
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"rait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from 
the deaq, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come." I want you to notice that these 
people to whom the apostle wrote, had not got any 
more intellect than you and I have. People say we 
cannot understand what is meant here. Why, do you 
think these poor heathens who had just been rescued 
from idolatry understood it? They believed it, wheth-­
er they understood it or not. And so God wants us 
to believe, even if we do not understand. The question 
is, is it true? God has said it; let us believe it, wheth­
er we understand it or not. 

I sometimes wonder what those people in the church 
at Thessalonica would have thought if Paul, after he 
had told them all about the coming of the Saviour, had 
·written again, "My dear brethren, I know you cannot
understand anything that I have written to you. I
would advise you to buy a commentary in order to
have my epistle explained to you!" What \vould they
have said? They just believed that they were to ",vait
for His Son from heaven." And that is what they vvere
doing. They were waiting; not discussing, not argu­
ing, not trying to bring out different opinions. They
had "turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God." Mark you, they did not lie on couc�es
and say, "We are waiting." They served Him. The
people who are working· for Christ are the people who

· are waiting for Him. If you are waiting for him, you
will work for Him too, there is no doubt about that .

t Thessalonians iv, r 3, r4: "But I would not have 
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you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, _that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
G9d bring \Vith Him." These are S\veet words, "them 
also which sleep in Jesus." There is no mother who 
is afraid when her !ittle boy is asleep in the cradle. 
The Lord has just hushed our loved ones quietly to 
rest. ·They are asleep. But H.e is coming to wake 
them up by-and-by. Then the Apostle says, "For this 
·we say unto you, by tile word of the Lord." (Verse 15.) 
Not by the opinion of some great commentator, but 
"by the word of the Lord," "'that we \vhich are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre­
vent them "" hich are asleep·. For the Lord Ht"nzse!f" 
-not angels, not archangels, not the multitud� of 
spirits, but "the Lord Himself/' 

Our Bridegroom is coming Himself, He is not go­
ing to send any one else. "The Lord Himself shall 
descend from heave� with a shout,"- that is, a shout 
of victory� (Verse 16. ) "With the voice of the arch­
angel,"-the only place in which you read of an 
archangel speaking, is w_hen he was contending about 
the body of Moses. (Jude 9.) fie is coming back to 

I 

claim our bodies. How is He going to raise those 
bodies that have gone to dust? Suppose I were 
thrown overboard in the middle of the Atlantic and 
was swallowed up by fishes; how is the Lord to raise 
my body? I do not know, and I do �ot care. That 
is not my business. I have onlv to believe that He i� 
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going to raise it, because He says so. We have noth­
ing to do ,vith the "how." "And the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we· which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall ,ve ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another ,vith 
these ,vords." (VP-�E!r, r7, 18.) 

Now turn to Revelation xxii, 20: "He ,vhich testi­
fieth these things saith, Surely I_ come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus." The last telegram tha! 
ever came from heaven said, "Surely, I come quickly." 
Another telegram is sent back, "Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." How that ought to comfort us! Ho,v, every 
day, instead of getting sadder and more s01-ro,vful, ,ve 
ought to get fuller of joy, of life, and light, and hap­
piness! Do you know the happiest �ay of your life? 
Not the day you were converted. It ought to be to­

day. And why? Because you are so much nearer 
being with the Bridegroom-so much nearer being 
with the blessed Sa vi our. 

A few years ago I was in Philadelphia. I ,va� 
going to a place in Pennsylvania. As I entered the 
railway car, I noticed a foreign-looking "'Oman, ,vith 
a peculiar kind of handkerchief on her he-ad. There 
was a little girl with her .. ,vho also had this peculiar 
sort of handkerchief on her head. They began to talk 
together in some strange language. l thought to my­
self: What a sorrowful looking ,voman she is! l 
wanted to try and comfort her; but we could not un­
derstand each other. She looked so ,vretcherl. By 
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and by the whistle sounded, and the train started 
away. 

After we had got about ten miles, she put her hand 
into her pocket, took out a letter and began to read it. 
Presently she said something to the little girl, and I 
saw for a moment, just a little smile upon her face; 
then it faded away and she was as sad as ever. After 
the train had gone a bout fifty mil�s, I turned and 
looked, and I thought �t that mo1nent I saw her smile. 
A little further on I looked again, and she really did 
smile. I was quite sure I caught a smile on her face. 
Further on I heard her talking away to the little girl: 
she · had got the letter in her hand, and she actually 
laughed! 

By and by we came to a station and she immedi­
ately put up the window and looked out; she said 
something and shook her head. Then at every station 
I noticed that up went the window, and she looked as 
if she would see some one. By and by we came to a 
station, and she was .just putting up the window when 
she saw somebody. He gave a cry: she gave a cry, 
and the next minute the door swung open, and a big 
man ran right to her and kissed her. He looked at 
the little girl and kissed her too. Oh, there was joy 
then! She had met her loved one; the child had met 
the father, and the wife her husband, and there was 
joy . Every mile of the · journey she knew ,vould 
bring her nearer to the one she loved best on earth, 
and when they met at last how happy she seemed! 
The train started away, and by-and-by we came to au-
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other station. As we drew near-I fancy I can see 
him now-he took his wife and little girl by the hand 
to the opposite side of the car, and pointed to a beau­
tiful cottage with green shutters and a nic.e garden in 
front. As they walked back, she put her arms around 
his neck and kissed him again. I suppose he was say­
ing: "That is the house that I have got ready for 
you; is it not pretty? We !;hall never be separated 
again." 

Beloved, we have got a letter from One who is 
coming for us. We know not the day or the hour 
w!:len He may come, but I think we are very near the 
time \V hen He will return for His loved ones. Then 
our dear friends will be raised again, and we shall be 
with them. Then we shall be forever with the Lord. 

. .

Brother, sister, father, mother, is it not ,vorth while 
living a life of self-deqial down here? Is it not worth 
while saying to the world: "Stand aside; I will have 
nothing to do with thee, but to witness against thy 
evil deeds!" Just for one single smile from the lips of 
that blessed Bridegroom, and to hear Him say: "Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord!" Mother, He is coming back: 
are you living for Him? Sister, He is coming back: 
are you living for Him? Father, brother, are you liv­

ing- for Him? 

Just imagine Ruth, in all her poverty, being asham ... 
ed to own her bridegroom; ashamed to own Boaz, the 
mighty man of wealth, who had rescued her from that 
life of poverty, and who was not satisfied to give her 

• 
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anything but himself, and ,vith himself all that he had1 
Oh, never be ashamed of Christ; never be ashamed 

of that blessed Lord who may come back to-day! 
Then, when He appears, you will never have the priv­
ilege of doing what you can do to-day-of living. for 
Christ, and not for self. 

May God bless these simple readings, and may He 
by His Spirit teach us to love this blessed Bible be-. 
cause it tells us, from first to last, about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. . May God add Hts blessing for Christ's 

• sake. 

• 

., 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 

. I am the Good Shepherd.-JoH� x, II

I want to ask our friends to take their Bibles, and 
_turn with me to a few passages of Scripture ip con­
nection with the subject of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the Good Shepherd. 

You remem her that in John x, the Savior calls Him­
self the "Good Shepherd;" and you know He told 
us that .His mission down here was to teach us about­
God His Father. It \Vas. not very often He spoke 
about Him�elf; but when He did, it was something 
to cheer and encourage His people. Now, the Lord 
Jesus tells us twice over in this wonderful chapter tha-c 
He is the Good Shepherd; and we know that ,vhatever 
the Savior said He meant-_ therefore, when He tells 
us He is the Good Shepherd, we know that He is so, 
simply because He said it. But we shall find it very 
profitable to take God's Word, and see for ourse�ves 
what the Good Shepherd has done for us, is doing for 
us, and will do for us. 
. All these little details we find brought out so s,veet­
ly in God's blessed Word. 

The first shepherd was Abel, though he ,vas not 
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called a shepherd, that tenn being afterward used. 
God call�d him a "keeper of sheep;" shepherd means 
simply a �eeper of sheep. My friends, some Christians 
imagine that perhaps, after all, they may perish; but 
no, they cannot; a shepherd is not a loser, but a keeper 
of sheep. 1"he Lord is the Good Shepherd, and will 
not lose us, but 1neans to keep us. 

The word shepherd is first used in Gen., xlvi, 32, 
in connection with Jacob and his family coming down 
to Joseph; and we read (ver. 34) that they vvent to 
dwell in the land of Goshen, "for every shepherd is 
an abomination to the Egyptians." But more: In 
Exod., viii, 26, we find that the sheep also \Vere at1 
abo1nination to the Egyptians; so that the �h�_i.)herd 
and the sheep were both detested by them. Yes, and 
they have not changed yet. We are the sheep, and 
Christ is the Shepherd, both being abominable to the 
world. If you want to go into the world as one of 
Christ's fold, the world will not have· you; world­
lings do not want the Master, and they do not ,vant 
His sheep. Go to them as a worldly man, and you 
are all right; go as a child of God, and you arc all 
wrong. There is an_other noticeable thing in connection 
with the shepherd. The �heep were entrusted to him, 
and were required back from him. You remember 
what Jacob said to Laban concerning any that were 
missing from the flock: "I bare the loss; of my hand 
didst thou require it." But not a single sheep of the 
Lord Jesus can be lost, because He is the Good Shep­
herd, and has giv�n his life for the ·sheep. Now, let us 
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read Ezek., xxxiv, r r  to r6, and see what the Shepherd 
has done for the sheep : 

For thus saith the Lord God ; Behold I, even I, will both search 

my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock 
in the day that he is among his sheep that are sca�tered, so will I 
seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where 
they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will 
bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countri�s, 
and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the moun­
tains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. I ,,·ill feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high 
mountain of Israel shall their fold be;  there shall they lie in a good 
fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 
I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the 
Lord God. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away ; and will bind up that which was broken, 
.ind will strengthen that which was sick ; but I will destroy the fat 
and the strong ; I will feed them with judgment. 

I want you- to observe s/x things in this passage that 
the Shepherd promises to do for the sheep : and mark, 
He says, "l" will do them. He will do them himself, 
and not through another. 
( r )  I will seek them ; 

(2 ) I will deliver them ; 
(3) I will separate tliem ; 

( 4) I \\'ill brt"ng- theni tc, 

their own land; 

(5) I will satt"sfy them ; 
( 6) I will make them 

rest. 
Eighteen hundred years ago, the Lord Jesus came 

to seek and t!) save that which was lost ; and He is do­
-in·g it now. He found us in the house of bondage , in 
captivity, and He delivered us ; He died not only to 
save us, but to separate us by His own precious blood, 
fr,0m a guilty world ; then He will bring us to our own 

• 
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land, and -there will He feed us . It is striking that He 
never promises to feed the sheep until they get to their 
own land. God did not send the manna till the people 
had left Egypt ; the prodigal son did not see his father 
till he left th� far country. He will feed us ; and you 
know feeding means satisfying. You cannot get a 
sheep to lie down until you have fed it-until it is sat­
isfied ; and the Shepherd says, "l will feed and satisfy 
you, and cause you to lie down to rest." 

Now turn to another passage, to which I am sure 
our minds go at once-Psalm xxiii. I suppose nearly 
every one can repeat this Psalm from memory ; but 
every one cannot repeat it from the heart. I will tell 
you why. There is not a sheep in the fold of Christ 
that can say it from the heart unless that sheep is satis­
fied ; then he can lie dovvn. Some are always seeking 
some one to satisfy them, but will not let the Master 
do it ; yet none can · satisfy, except the Good Shepherd 
himself, and He will. Until we come to Him, we can 
find nothing to_ satisfy. 

I \Vant to call your attention to the three Psalms 
brought together here very sweetly-Psalms xxii, "-"Xiii 
and xxiv. They should never be read separately. 
You know in John, Jesus is called the Good Shepherd, 
because He laid down his life for the sheen : in 
Hebrews, He is called the Great Shepherd, because 
·He is risen from the dead : in P�ter, He is called the 
Chief Shepherd, because He is coming back again. 
There i'3 .Death, Resurrection and the Second Co11z£110-

,., 

of Christ, in connection with His sheep. And if you 
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�ill read this beautiful 2 2d Psalm, you will find the 
Good Shepherd giving his life for them; in the 2 3d, 
you have the Great Shepherd in the resurrection blessing 
them; and in the 24th you find the Chief Shepherd 
leading them through the pearly gates into the better 
land. r.rhere is the Good, the Great and the Chief 
Shepherd. 

"Th� Lord is my Shepherd.'' He must not be only 
our Shepherd, but niy _Shepherd. And dismal and 
dark .as are many places around us, there is not one 
poor, wretched creature but can-if he but believes on 
the Lord Jesus-say as much as David, "The Lord 
is 1ny Shepherd." Yes, thank God, if we are in his 
fellowship, we can say individually, "My Shepherd; 
I shall not want." Then He says, "He maketh me 
to lie down in green pastures," etc. You know we 
sometimes see sheep driven along the dusty road, and 
you see them wearied and tired; afterward, they get 
a little grass, and the poor things are allowed to 
rest. That is, not the way our Shepherd deals with 
us. He does not drive us till ,ve a�e tired, and then 
feed us. It is not leading and then resting; but rest 
first and leading next. 

But more, "He restoreth my soul." I wondered 
why the restoring came in there; but it is because the 
nearer we are to Him, the more Satan will tempt us. 
He will try to draw our hearts a way; but the Shepherd 
puts out His right hand and restores us. Sheep must 
be near the Shepherd· to be restored. and they must 
be near him to be tempted. 

.
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Now, I want to notice particularly this 4th verse, be­
cause it is one of the sweetest in Scripture : 

Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil : for Thou art with 1ne ;  Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me. 

I believe the "valley of the shadow of death" means 
not only the shadow that is on everything around us 
here, but ,vhen passing through death itself, if the Lord 
tarries. And notice a \Vonderful change here. In the 
2d and 3d verses, it is "He ;" but now, in the 4th, it is no 
longer "He." As soon as \Ve get into the valley, there 
is something S\veeter. You may talk ef Him, but there 
is something better than that ; in the valley we talk 
to I-Iim. "For Thou art with me." Is there not some­
thing very sweet and precious in that beautiful ,vord, 
Thou .fi Have ,ve not noticed, again and again, as 
we sat by the death-bed of some one that loved the 
Master, that after the eye is closed and they do not 
recognize us, when the ear is shut and they . cannot 
hear our voice, have you not seen a beautiful glow 
steal across that face, and the lips moving as if con­
versing with some one?  It was not to us, it was not 
to an angel. To whom ,v�re they speaking? Was 
it not the Good Shepherd ? Yes, my brother ; yes, 
my sister ; if you have to enter that valley of the 
shadow of death, He will stand by you till you reacn­
the other side ; He will stand by you in the dark night, 
and will never leave you, never forsake you. It is 
sweet to haye Him to speak to ; and though insens­
ible of everything else around us, not insensible of 
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His presence ; He ·will make us to know Himself. 
I used to wonder also why the rod and staff are there : 

"Thy rod and thy staff, they .comfort me." I once 
heard it said that they were kept to beat the sheep 
with. Well, the crook at the end of the staff is to 
draw the sheep out of the ditches when in the wilder­
ness ; but, here in the valley of the shadow of death, 
they are ,vith the Master, and talking to Him. The 
reason why they get into the �itches when in the . 
wilderness is, that they are trying to get a,vay from 
the Shepherd ; but the Lord Jesus does not need to 
beat them, nor pull his own out of ditches ,v hen near 
to Himself. His purpose is to protect and to defend us . 
. The next verse tells us that there are enemies there 
( verse 5), but ,ve have not a defenseless Shepherd ; 
we have one with a rod and a staff in His hand, not 
to beat His sheep, but to put a way His and their ene- · 
mies-to make all clear for you and me, passing 
through the valley. 

Notice, further, it is a valley. You kno\v it is hard 
work climbing a hill-side sometimes ; but how very easy 
it is to go down a valley ! And, thank God� it is do,vn 
the valley we have to go. He has made it easy for us. 

We must also notice that little word, through. We 
walk through the valley of the shado,v of death­
right through it. We do not stay there. I do not 
need to care ,vhen sometimes, in a train, I enter a 
tunnel, because I know we shall soon be out in the 
daylight; it may be dark and gloomy for a little ,vhile, 
but soon there is light and sunshine. And in the 
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- valley it cannot be d�rk when �he Master is there, the 
Good Shepherd, for He is "the light of the world." 

Another word is very sweet to �e, and it is that 
word walk. It means He is-in no hurry ; we are going 
to walk through. And there is another cheerin� 

_ thought. You may carry a dead sheep, but it must 
be a living sheep that can walk through the valley. 
Well, here we read, "Yea, though I walk through the 
valley . of the shadow of death." Then the next verse 
tells us He is going to feed us. We are not to be hun­
gry there. I will tell you �hat workers neetj. all 
through this weary world-we need feeding. We 
nt!ed feeding to give us strength ; and the Lord Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, knew that. He says, "l will feed 
you." He brings us to the valley, and what is He going 
to do ? He spreads a table before us in the presence 
of our foes, and even Satan himself shall see us satis­
fied. Thank God for such a Shepherd, and such 
a Savior ! 

Then this verse concludes by saying He is going 
to anoint us. You know Moses anointed the priests 
just before they_ went into the holy presence ; the 
last thing ·was to put sweet savor on them. And 
so it will be with us. There is to be sweet savor 
put on us before we go into God's presence, and the 
Shepherd himself is going to anoint us. He is the 
Good Shepherd, and _giveth His life for the sheep. 

I need not call your attention to that last verse- . 
the Shepherd leads, and goodness and mercy bring 
up the rear ; so that if a poor sheep does go astray, 
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or get tired and lag behind, goodness and mercy come 
along and help the worn out one ; the Shepherd goes 
first, and goodness and mercy follow after. 

N o,v let us turn to John, x. Look at the 27th 
verse : 

�iy she�p hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

Is there not something very sweet there? My friend, 
if you want to know· the mark of true sheep, they 
follow the Shepherd ; that is the mark of Christ's sheep 
-they know the Shepherd's voice, and go ·where He · 
leads. Do \Ve not get the Shepherd's voice in this 
bl<:>ssed Book? Sometime� we get like Peter, and 
follo,v at a distance ; but you know that is a bad place 
to be  in, at a distance. Sheep are known by following 
close to the Good Shepherd. 

Some time-ago, when dear Mr. Sankey and my­
self were in Chicago, a missionary arriverl from Syria, 
and a friend said to him, "Do the shepherds all bring 
their sheep to the water at once?" "Yes, they bring 
them down for refreshment." And that is how I 
think the sheep gather together to feed on the Word; 
they come together for refreshment, and you know 
not what they are, except that they are Christ's sheep. 
But when the sheep have finished, they all follow their 
own shepherd. 

Well, n1y friend asked if they ever _refused to follo\V 
the shepherd. "Yes, sometimes a sheep gets sick, and 
then he will not follow." No,v, I want to be charitable 
to every one. I used to see Christians doing what I 
thought was not right, and I said, "Why, they are 
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sutely not Christians." But now I think every man 
should be taken at his word ; and if he makes a pro� 
fession of faith in Christ Jesus, I believe him. When 
you see such an one doing what is not becoming of a 
Christian, going apparently over to the \vorld, do not 
say he is not a sheep-that n1ay be ,vrong, but say he 
is a sick sheep, that he is not healthy, and sick sheep 
go their own ways, and-after their own hearts, too. 
Healthy sheep are known by follo\ving the shepherd : 
''My sheep hear my voice, and I kno,v them, and they 
follow Me." Now, did you ever see a sick one? It 
is a sad thing to see a sick sheep in the flock. You 
know that very often there is a very bad disease 
among _sheep-the foot-and-mouth disease ; and these 
two parts are al ways diseased together. The di·s­
order breaks out in the foot, and then soon after it 
appears in the mouth. Well, when a Christian visits 
you, and by-and-by begins to talk of Brother So-and­
so, and commences to tell you somethin g about him, 
you just get as far away as you can from that one. 
He has not been walking in fellowship ·with the Lord ; 
he has the foot-and-mouth disease, and it is very catch­
ing ; get a way from him. The Lord does not ,vant 
His sheep to be sick, but to be well an_d healthy. 

Now look at that little ,v·ord "l kno,v." It has been 
one of the greatest comforts to me of any ,vord in 
this blessed Book. ''l know them." My friends, you 
might pass through the busy streets of New York, 
and they could not tell you were a Christian ; you 
would not perhaps see any one you kno,v, or get a 
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kind word. The first time I ,vent to New York 1 
was walking in Broadway; and 'there were thousands 
of people passing along that thoroughfare, but ,...Jt one 
knew me, and I felt utterly lonely there. How sweet 
a thing it is for us to understand, that, though the 
world may not know us, yet Christ says, "l kno\v" 
you-the Shepherd knows his sheep. 

In Manchester, -..�here I came from, we have what 
we call our "annual festivities" in Whitsun week; 
every Whitsun week the schools march in procession 
to some place appointed, but Whit Monday is the 
great day; the scholars of the Episcopal schools go 
out on that occasion. Two years ago there was a 
poor woman standing in the street; on one side 'she 
had one little girl by the h_and, and on the other she had 
another little girl. By-and-by the procession came 
along, an_d they could not see at all, because of tlie 
crowd between them and the scholars. The woman 
pushed for\\'ard, and asked son1e m.en to let the girls 
stand in front and they could see over them; the men 
good-naturedly said, "Yes, and you can stand in front 
as well, if you like." Well, on the scholars came, and 
the first school passed, and another, and yet another. 
The mother did not seem to look at one of them ; she 
had her eyes fixed right in the distance, and did not 
seem to see these schools. By-and-by they heard the 
sound of the fifes and drums of the Industrial School: 
as soon as ever she heard that, she turned and said, 
"Willie's coming." The band came up, and the elder 
boys passed, but the mother did not seem to mind 

•
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them; but when the little fellows came, in corduroy 
clothes, she looked eagerly among them, and soon 
cried, "Willie! Willie!" In a moment the boy sprang 
out of the ranks, and she clasped him in her arms and 
kissed him; she gave him a penny and an orange, and 
he went on again to his place in the procession. She 
knew him in that vast crowd, and loved him; ,vhen he 
passed, there was one eye saw him, and one heart 
loved him; she knew her boy, and she cared for her 
boy. Well, the Good Shepherd cares for us. He 
knows us and loves us, and He says, "My sheep hear 
my voice, I know them, and they follo,v me." I tell 
you, friends, the more you and I know the Good Shep­
herd, the more closely do we follo\V Him; and the 
more do we love Him, because ,ve understand better 
His mighty love to us. 

I will ask you to turn to I Sam., }.."Vii. There ,ve 
find a ·little illustration of \vhat the Lord Jesus says­
''My sheep shall never perish." Look at verses 33 to 
37: now we get two different beasts here coming 
against the sheep, a lion and a bear; and ,ve find 
David killed them both on purpose to deliver· the 
innocent lamb from their grasp; the shepherd ,vent 
out to rescue the innocent lamb. No\v, ,vhat does 
this teach us? There is. no animal as strong as the 
lion, ·and Satan is a roaring lion; yet one thing the lion 
can not do, it cannot use craft. But those \Vho kno,v 
tell us the craftiest thing on earth is a bear-the bear 
can go anywhere. The lion cannot climb a tree; the 
bear can. This, then, teaches the po,ver of Sata:1; 
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the lion and the bear-strength and cunning. Some 
people are always talking about their wonderful ex­
perience, they have got so high ; but, however high 
you have got, the bear can follow ; he can climb after 
you. The strength of the lion and the craft of the 
bear took ofl" the lamb, but David ,vas a match for 
them both, and our Shepherd is a match both for the 
power of the devil and the craft of the devil ; and 
neither the strength nor the wiles of Satan can get 
the lamb out of the Shepherd's flock. 

N o,v turn to Luke xv, 3 to 7. It is the parable we 
love to sing about-"'The Ninety and Nine :" 

. 

And Jesus spake this parable unto them, saying: ,vhat man of you, 
having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until 
he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
re101cmg. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbors, saying _unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy 

shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 

ninety and nine just persons which need no repent�nce. 

I think we may get tired of this parable as soon as 
of that song, because it is just the parable put into 
verse. The shepherd ,vent after this one sheep out 
of the ninety and nine. Is that not just the Good 
Shepherd coming after you and me, when ,ve have 
gone astray ? We have wandered, and He puts us on · 
His shoulders. · Have you ever observed that word 
"shoulders"--not shoulder, but shoulders ? That poor 
sheep ,yants carrying;  both shoulders are used for the 
sheep ; and yet we fin<l in Isaiah that one shoulder is 



BIBLE READINGS. 

enough to support the universe. Why did not he take 
this sheep to the ninety and nine instead of home? 
They ,vould say, ''Look at your wool, it's all torn and 
dirty;" and that sheep would have wandered away 
again as fast as possible; but when we understand the 
Shepherd's love and care, we cannot go astray. 

I must ask you to turn once again with me to 
Isaiah LX, r 1 :

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : He shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead 
those that are with ymmg. 

This is a very sweet passage. You notice here that 
God promises to carry the lambs "in I-lis bosom;" 
when he brought back the wandering sheep, it \Vas 
"on His shoulders.'' I am thankful it was not a lamb 
that went astray. A great many people are afraid · 
of young converts; well, Scripture says the old con­
verts go astray as well as the young. You remem­
ber when the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth, 
mothers brought the little ones to Him, and He took 
them in his arms and blessed them. . The only ones 
He promises to take in His bosom here are the young 
ones-the lambs. It is for a purpose. He says He 
shall gently lead the mother with the young; He 
carries the lambs--why? For the purpose of help­
ing the mother sheep. Do you not think it is very 
true that sometimes the sheep go astray? The world 
is attractive, and vanity, like a beautiful bubble, is at­
tractive; but the J..,ord, I doubt not, will bring the 
sheep back; I believe if we do not come back, He will 

18 
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carry us back by main force-He will corn pel us to 
return.  

· Some time ago I went do\vn to see son1e friends in 
the country ; th�re were all the sheep and la1nbs in the 
fields. I thought, would it not be nice to imitate the 
Eastern shepherds, and have a sheep come after me ?  
So I began to try to coax one as I would a dog. She 
would not mind me a bit, and my friend said, "You 
do not know about sheep, else you would never try to 
get that sheep to run after you." However, I still 
kept on ; I ran after the sheep, and caught one of its 
lambs, and carried i t ;  but the sheep did not come after 
me ; it had a lamb still. I gave the lamb I had caught 
to my friend, and went after the second one, and, 
having caught it, I put a lamb under each arm. Well, 
you should have seen the sheep then. Why, she fixed 
her eyes o_n m.e, and kept as close to me as possible. 
When I walked, she walked ; and when I ran, she ran. 
But I did not want her lambs, and so I just gave 
them back to her. 

Now, there is a man going to business ; he takes 
down the Bible, and, thinking al_l the time of his 
business, reads a portion. At night he has no time, 
because of business ; he has got some big orders, or is 
expecting them. But he has one little girl, who is 
the light and life of the whole house, and her heart 
is full of joy ; every time her father comes home, sht' 
runs to meet him. One day he does not meet her, 
and learns that his little darling is sick ; she has caught 
that terrible disease, diphtheria. The doctor comes. 
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''Can you do anything for my child?" "l \\·ill do my 
best," he says. But by-and-by the doctor says she i_s 
dying. The father comes to gaze on that sweet face, 
and puts his arms around his child. What would he 
not give to make her better ?-his means, his business, 
his all. What are "foreign orders" now? What is his 
bank book now? He wo�ld give all he has in the 
world to make that child well. She looks at him as 
much as to say, "Father, won't you meet me in 
heaven?" And that child dies, and is carried to the 
cemetery and buried; and the father goes and ·puts 
flowers over her grave. But is she there? No, 
father; no, mother; your little child is not there. 
Why are you sad? She has gone home to the Father. 
It is HOME up there; and He wants ·you to kn·ow it is 
all "vanity and vexation of spirit" here. The Good 
Shepherd wants you to follow Him; He has laid down 
His life for the sheep. 

Oh, my friends, do not follow the world, or the 
teachings of your own heart! Follow the Good Shep­
herd, keep close by His side, and then He will lead 
you by green pastures and sti_ll waters, and make you
to love to serve Him as never before. May God by 
His Holy Spirit endear that Shepherd to us more and 
more, for His own name's sake! Amen. 
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AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST. 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.-2 CoR. v, 20. 

What is it· to be an ambassador? I was crossing 
the Atlantic in a steamship a little time ago; and there 
was on board a gentleman who had been an an1-
bassador from the United States to Russia. He told 
me a great many things ab0ut ambassadors that I never 
knew before. 

First of all, an ambassador is never �ent to his own 
country, but to a foreign land. The United States 
had sent their ambassador to Europe, and, said he, "l 
felt I was a·stranger there all the time." It is so with the 
Christian; we are not at home down here, whatever 
people may think about it. If we are ambassadors 
for Christ, we are "strangers and pilgrims" in this 
world. Another thing this gentleman told me. He 
said: uW e are never sent as ambassadors to a country 
that we are at war with. If there \\'ere to be a war 
between the United States and Russia, a telegraphic 
message would come and call me home again. There 
would be no war as long as our ambassador remained 
there." And so there is no war between God and 
the world as long as He has got ambassadors here. 
The very fact that God has got ambassadors here is a 
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proof that God is at peace with the world and not at 
war. When He calls all the ambassadors home, then 
judgment will come, but not· till then. We preach 
peace through tI:e Lord Jesus Christ. And it is a 
sweet thought that the Savior is coming again by-and­
by, that He is going to receive us to be with Himself 
forever. 

Something e1se I learned. Supposing my country 
were g�ing to send an ambassador to this land, we 
should select some one in w horn we had confidence. 
But snppose the one who was chosen said, "l do not 
like crossing the Atlantic; I will go over to Valentia 
in Ireland, which is the nearest point to America, 
and there I will ·build a beautiful castle. If these 
Americans want to have anything to say to me, they 
must come over to where I am." Why, if he were 
to say that, we should not send him. But there are a 
great many people who act in that way. They say, 
"Oh, yes; we ,vill give something to help to build a 
mission or a church, and if people like to come to it, 
why, they can. It is here, and if they do not like to 
come, then it is their business." J.\1y friend, there is not 
a single passage of scripture that tells an unconverted 
man to go to church at all. The ambassador to A1ner­
ica has got to leave his country and come to Wash­
ington. And if we are arnbassadors for Chri��, it is not 
for us to tell the world to come to us, but it is our pri v­
ilege and our duty to go to the world and tell them 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

S01nt-thing else about ambassadors. The world 
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judges of the Lord Jesus Christ by ,vhat they see in us. 
If you �vere to go to a foreign country as the represen­
tative of your land, they would look at you, and from 
you they would form a judgment of what your people 
are. Not very long since a friend of mine told me that 
one of the smartest lawyers in the Stat� of Illinois-or 
Indiana, I forget which-was sent as ambassador to 
Austria. After he had been there some little time, he 
took to drinking, and died of <lelirium tremens. My 
friend said that in Austria, to this day, they believe 
the Americans are the most drunken nation on the face 
of the earth, because their ambassador died of delirium 
tremens. The world cannot see the Master, and so 
they judge of Christianity by what they see in those 
who call themselves Christians. 

The ambassador has got a message, and it is a very 
sim pie one. People say they cannot tell the Gospel of 
Christ. I am sure they could if they tried. Christ's 
message to John was simply to go and say, "Come;" 
anybody can say, "Come." "Oh, yes,'; some people 
say, "but vve have not got the gift." There is no hu­
man soul who has not got a greater gift than any 
angel in heaven. rrhere is not an angel in heaven 
c�n do what you can do-tell a poor sinner about the 
precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of 
looking to Christ, and his po\-ver and willingness to 
help, a great many people are continually looking 
to themselves. 

I remember taking tea with a friend, Mr. Smithies, 
in Dublin, some years ago, and he told me a little in-
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cident which made a great impression on my mind, and 
which I have never forgotten. There had been a 
flower show some,v here, and many flowers had been 
sent to compete for prizes. There was one beautiful 
geranium �,hie!} took the prize ; and when the judges 
came to give out the prizes, this one was claimed by 
a poor little girl who lived away in the east of ·London. 
The jud�es could scarcely believe that the plant be­
longed to her. She told her story and it was some­
thing like this : The fl�wer had been given to her \vhen 
it was "\lery small, and they told her it conld not live 
unless it had plenty of water and sunshine. She said 
the sun did not shine much in the court where she lived, 
but she got up early in the morning, and put her flower 
in the sun ; and as the sun went round, she moved her 
plant, so as to keep it in the sunshine. And she 
won the prize. Our gift may be very small, but 
if we keep it in the sunshine it is sure to grow. We 
·want to get near and to keep near the Sun of Right ... 
eousness. If we do, our little gift will develop, and we 
may gain a prize by-and-by, which others with a 
greater talent than ours may miss, because they did 
not keep their gift in the sunshine. 

Our message is one of reconciliation. We are to be­
seech sinners-to pray them-to be reconciled to 
God. I want to put it to you solemnly. Have you . 
been faithful, honest, and true to your ambassador­
ship ? Let us imagine that there is a man in prison 
who is condemned to be executed for murder. The 
Governor sends for me, and I go to his office. He 
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asks me if I would _ like to take a message of pardon 
to_ the condeained man. "Yes," I say, " I  should 
very much like to do so." "Here it is," says he ; 
"but that man is very obstinate, and I \Vant you to go 
and beseech him to take the pardon from me." So I 
get the pardon. It is beautifully signed and sealed, 
and I put it in my pocket. I come back to the city 
and I jump into a carriage. On the way, I stop at 
a shop where there are some beautiful flowers, and 
there I purchase a handsome bouquet. A little fur- . 
ther on I stop the driver again, at a shop \V here they 
sell music. "Hav:e you got any nice new songs­
something nice and soothing?" "Yes, some very nice 
ones.'' "Give me half a dozen." So, with the music 
in one hand and the flowers in the other, I drive to 
the prison. I show my credentials, and I get into the 
condemned cell. I have not long to stop-some 
twenty or thirty minutes, perhaps, is all I am al-
1ovved. "My friend," I say to the man, "l have got 
something for you ; I have been to the Governor's 
office." "Have you?" "Yes ; it is a beautiful place." 
And I begin to tell him about it, about the nice pic­
tures, the fine carpets, and about the Governor, and 
how kind he was, and how nicely he spoke, and so on. 
But he does not seem to care much about it. ''l have 
got a nice bouquet of flowers for you, and some nice 
ne,v songs. Would you like to hear me sing ?" So I 
sing t\vo or three of these nice songs. By-and-by, as 
I am finishing the singing, the key is put into the lock ; 
the lock turns, the door opens ; the turnkey says, "You 
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cannot stay any longer," and I have to leave the pri-­
son. All the time I have got the pardon in my pocket, 
and I never said a ,vord to him about it. I enter­
tained him nicely, but never told him of the message 
--never begged him, prayed him, pleaded with him 
to receive the pardon. What would you think about 
me ? Would you not say that his blood was upon 
these hands ? 

Brethren, ,vhat have you done with the pardon ? Is 
it in your pocket? You have got a beautiful �ag­
ster's Bible, ·nicely bound and marked, and you say, 
"Ho\V nice it is !" But what about the pardon ? 
What about the message ? What about praying, be- · 
seeching, entreating sinners to be reconciled to God ? 
In the Master's name I ask vou, as ambassadors for 

., 

Christ, have you been honest and faithful, and true 
to _your Master and your God ? To ho\v many souls 
have you spoken to-day about the Savior's love ? My 
friend, it is not beautiful entertainments that sinners 
want ; it is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Just 
think ,vhat a power there is in the message ! You 
say, "l have spoken sometin1es, and it did not seem 
to produce any impression." How did you speak ? 
God has told us in this beautiful verse-pray, beseech, 
entreat. We may speak in such a way · as to drive 
sinners away from Christ, but we may nlso speak so 
as to draw them to the Savior. Try a tear. There 
is power in a tear -or in a kind ,vord. Go in the 
lYiaster's name, and speak as he ,vould speak, ,vords 
of love ; heart� are sure to break then.. A little time 
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ago I \Vas in New York, and a friend was telling me 
about a meeting she had attended. Some t\-venty or 
thirty ladies met for prayer in connection with the 
work of trying to rescue some of the poor fall�n ones. 
There was a young girl sitting there, with her face 
almost as bright as an an gel; she had only been con­
verted a little while, and she said she would like to 
tell about it. She Jived in one of the very bad streets 
in New York. She was taken il1. No one came 

1 • near her; she had been left alone for two or three 
days, when one day a knock came to the door, and a 
young lady came in. "l have heard about you," she 
said to her sick sister, "and I have come to see if I can 
help you." She got up and swept the room, lighted the 
stove, smoothed the invalid's pillow, and said she 
�ould come again. When she went away, she re­
peated a text of Scripture, but it did not make anyim­
pression on the sick one. She �ame again, did up the 
little room, and went away, repeating a text; still i\. 
made no impression. She ca,ne for several days, and 
one day she came, swept up the floor, cooked some 
dinner, and made everything look nice. "Then," con­
tinued the narrator; "she came and looked at me, and. 

,. put her hand on my brovv, and stooping do\vn, she 
kissed me. As she kissed me I saw a tear trickling 
down her face. It \Vas that kiss that did it." 

I tell you friends, that is what we ,vant-to speak 
as if we meant and believed ,vhat this blessed Book 
teaches. We are "ambassadors for Christ." l\1ay 
God help us to do the Master's work in the Master's 
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,vay-to speak as we think He would speak, to work 
as ,ve think He would work! He has given us the 
glorious privilege of being his representatives down 
here ; may ,ve use that privilege to His glory ! 



THE LAMB OF GOD. 

I 

THE LAM B OF Goo, 

Behold the Lamb of God !-JOHN 1, 29. 

We will turn to a few passages of Seri pture, which, 
l trust, will fill our hearts with joy, bearing, as they 
do, on a subject of which the Scripture speaks more 
than any other-that is, the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Lanzb of God. 

The first passage is in Exod. xii, and that is the first 
place in the Bible where we read about the death 
of the Lamb._ In the 4th chapter of the Book of 
Genesis, we read that Abel ''brought the firstlings of 
the flock," but the word lanzb is not mentioned. And 
in Gen. xxii, we read that Isaac said to his father, as 
they were ascending Mount Moriah, "Where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?" But we know that at the 
top of the mount it was not a lamb, but a ram, that 
was offered. Therefore the first place we read of the · 
death of the lamb, as a sacrifice, is in our passage, 
Exod. xii ; and here there cannot be the slightest doubt 
that it represents the Lord Jesus Christ, for Paul tells 
us that "CJ-l_r��t our passover is sacrificed for us." 
Now, this is a chapter that has been frequently ex­
pounded, and I do not mean to enter upon it, but 
merely to point out one or two beautiful facts ; for 
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there is always something fresh to be gathered from 
God's Word. 

In the first place there must have been at least two 
hundred and fifty thousand lambs slain that night, and 
yet we never find the word lanzbs; the word is al ,vays 
in the singular, and never in the plural. And ,vhen 
God appoints the killing of these lambs, He does not 
say kill the·,n, but "kill z"t in the evening." It is 
as though God would see in theip all but one lamb, 

ONE GRAND REPRESENTATION 

of his spotless Lamb. All through, it is the lamb 
which is spoken of, and it is the Lamb of God that 
is pointed to. 

Again, (verses . 2 1  to 23) : 

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
· Draw out, and take you a Iamb according to your families, and kill the 

passover. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side•posts with 
the blood that is in the basin ; and none of you shall go out at the 
door of his house until the morning. For the LORD wiil pass through 
to smite the Egyptians ; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel 
and on the two side.posts, the LORD will pass o,·er the door, and will 
not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 

If you read that chapter very carefully, you ,viL find 
that it was not an angel who was s�nt to destroy 
the Egyptians ; but that the Lord Himself-] EHOVAH 

-went round to smite the Egyptians, and all the 
families where the blood ,vas not found. At other 
times, when it was merely a question of destroying 
the enemy, ( as in the camp of the Assyrians ) ,  we read 

-
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that God sent an angel; but here, when it was a 
question of the safety of His own people, it appears as 
if the Lord could not trust an angel, but must come 
Himself . Again and again in the chapter we read 
that it was the Lord, and not an angel at all. 

Then, with what was the blood to be sprinkled upon 
the door-posts and lintels? It was with hyssop. I be­
lieve that this has a meaning, though some may not 
agree with me here. The Bible tells us that Solomon 
"spake of trees, from the cedar tre� that is in Lebanon, 
even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall." Every one knows that the cedar signifies 
pride, magnificence; and so, on the same principle, 
the hyssop signified humility and lowliness. Pride 
and the blood never go together. Wherever we see 
pride of heart, we may be sure that the blood is not 
there. 

PICTURE OF SUBSTITUTION. 

Exod. XIII, 1 3: 

And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if 
thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the 
first-born of man among thy children 

_
shalt thou redeem. 

We at once notice what a powerful picture we have 
here of substitution. Here is an unclean beast, an 
ass. As soon as it is born, it is sentenced to die; 
nothing can save it but substitution. Many tell us ,ve 
do not need substitution; all we want is to have the 
mind developed. Well, you might develop the mind 
of that ass as much as you please, but no matter; 
unless redeemed, its neck must be broken. Man is 

•
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in the same catalogue. You · may educate him as 
much as you like; but unlesss he find a substitute, 
unless he is born. again, he ·cannot see the kingdom of 
God. 

THE· GOSPEL PLAN. 

Lev. 1x, 3, 4: 

And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye 
a kid of the goats for a sin·offering;and a calf and a lamb, both of the 
first year, without blemish, for a burnt-offering; also a bullock and a 

... 

- ram for peace-offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord: and a meat-offer-

ing mingled with oil; for to-day the Lord will appear unto you.

Here we have the whole plan of Christianity brought 
out with great clearness. First, the Israelites were 
to bring a sin offering; then a burnt offering; thirdly, 
a peace offering; and las�ly, a meat offering. 

Here we have the Gospel plan. The first thing we 
have to do is to deal with Christ as the Sin-bearer. 
The Lord Jesus Christ has ·died for us, and there is 
our Sin offering. But when we have come to this, "'e 
are not done with Christ, or with Christianity; it is but 
the beginning of it, not the end. What is next? The 
burnt offering. What is that? Something placed on 
the altar, given to God, and never to be taken back .. 
Something which God had said should be given to Him>

. and something burnt on the altar inside the tabernacle 
-not as was the case with the sin offering, outside �he
gate. What does it mean? Consecration.

What does God ask of me? Having put my sin 
a,vay, He expects a consecrated life. Not saved be­
cause consecrated, but consecrated because saved� 
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"l beesech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of G·od, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your n:ason­
able service." (Rom. xn, I.) · It is not only our souls, 
but our bodies also. It is not, "l have such a 
glow of feeling here." That is not consecration. 
It is that every saved man and every saved woman 
should be wholly yielded to God, and ready t� 
bear troubles and trials as the Master bore . _  them. It 
is that our hands and our feet should be consecrated 

-

and used for the Master. It is that our tongu�s should 
be used for Him. It is not enough to say that "we are 
consecrated in spirit." God says, "l want your bodies." 

But then that is not all . .  After t�e burnt offering 
comes the peace offering. The man and the worpan 
,vho has got the peace of God is the man and the 
woman who-:is consecr�ted. Is is only such who h�ve 
God's peace, the peace of God. 

Then comes the meat offering;  and what �oes that 
imply ? It is feasting on the Lamb of God. Why is 
it that a great many Christians prefer the newspaper 
to the Bible ? Because they have not offered the burnt 
offering, they are not consecrated ;  because they have 
not the peace offering, and know not the peace of God : 
therefore, they do not enjoy the Scriptures._ Sin put 
away, the body consecrated, the peace of God realize�, 
then they may feed on the Lamb of God, as revealed 
in His precious Word. The reason why many do nqt 
enjoy feeding on the Bread of Life is that they have a 
bad conscience. They are nursing some secret sin, 
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they are not consecrated to God, and therefore �"ley 
do not enjoy His Word of Truth. 

THE GREAT ENEMY. 

I Sam. vn, 7 to ro: 
And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were 

gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines went up 
against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard it, they were 
afraid of the Philistines. And the children of Israel said to Samuel, 
Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that He will save us 
out of the hand of the Philistines. And Samuel took a �mcking­
lar11b, and offered it £or a burnt-offering wholly unto tl. ·; Lord; and 
Samuel cried unto the Lord f<;>r Israel; anJ the Lord neard him. And 
as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offerkg, the Philistines drew 
near to battle against Israel, but the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the P!1ihstines, and discomfited them; and 
iliey were smitten before Israel. 

The Israelites had learned one useful lesson, and 
that ·was to be afraid of the Philistines. One of the 
first lessons for an individual, or for a church, is for 
that individual or church to learn to fear the enemy, 
Satan. There is terrible danger in the tendencv of 

., 

m�ny to ignore Satan. A lady said to me the other 
day, "You are not so foolish as to believe in 
a personal devil?" "Oh, yes," I replied, · ,,1 am." 
"Why so?" "For the same reason that I believe 
in a personal Christ-because the Book tells me 
:>f both, and the Book cannot lie." What is written is 
enough for me. We have in these days s0ngs about 
Satan, as if he was a myth; and we hear men shoutine-

·-·

on the very streets about him. Nothing Satan likes
so much as that; he just wants people to clo4b•. his e� ...
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istence. The men who sing. so lightly about him do 
not know much of his terrible power. 

Satan hates the church just as he hated Christ; and 
he would fain do to the church as he did to the Master. 
We must learn to dread him and avoid him. "Oh," 
said a man the other night, "l have had a fight with 
the devil!'' "Did he conquer you?" "No; I was a 
match for him!" I tell you, the whole church of God 
is not a match for the old adversary. We want the 
power of Christ! We must trust a personal Christ to 
fight for us.. I once learned a lesson from a little boy. 
He was quarreling with a big boy; and the b ig one hit 
him. The little boy said, "lt's no use my trying to 
fight thee; thou art too big for me. Just wait here till 
I fetch father, and he'll thrash thee." The big boy did 
not wait. But let us learn the lesson. It is no use our 
trying to fig-ht Satan; let us go down on our knees, and 
pray for help from God, and Satan will not wait for 
that. 

THE LAMB OFFERED. 

Now, these Israelites "'ere afraid, and they sought 
help from God. They went to Samuel, and what did 
he do? He "took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a 
burnt offering wholly unto the Lord." The whole 
lamb was there. The lesson for us is to take the whole 
Lamb of God-Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, !.he 
Son of man-as ours, with �11 His resources. The 
Philistines .said, "We are not afraid of your sucking 
lamb. We will have you in captivity: \Ve ,vill destroy 
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you." But God thundered on the Philistines, and dis­
comfited them. There ,vas more power in that lamb, 
when offered to God, than in all the mighty hosts of 
the Philistines put together. 

�any think that we want some ,vo�derful gift be­
fore we can serve God; but what we do want is faith 
to trust Hin1, and then to go out and preach the sim­
ple Gospel, the story of the love of Christ. The man 
\Vho preaches Christ will draw -1nen to listen to him. 
The Christ of the Bible is still the mighty power. Men 
tell us we do not want the Bible now-a-days. If ever 
there was a time when we did want it, it is now. Honor 
the Bible in your preaching, and God will honor you. 
I have been about a good deal, but I have never known a 
man converted to God-I have known men converted 
to this or that religion, but never to God-apart from 
that blessed Book. 

So the Israelites sacrificed a lamb, trusted in God 
and they were saved; and that is still the only secret 
of our safety from the enemy. 

There is a great deal more about the Lamb in the 
Old Testament; and we might refer to many very in-

· teresting passages; but we must now pass on to the
New Testament; and I will not touch upon the pass­
ages in the Gospel of John, the Acts of the Apostles,
or the Epistle of Peter, but proceed to the closing book
of the Bible.

Rev. v, I to 8: 

And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book 
written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. And I 

, 
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saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, '\Vho is worthy to 
open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in 
heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the 
book, neither to look thereon. And I wept much, because no man 
was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look there­
on. And one of the elders saith untome, \Veep not; behold, the Lion 
of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. And I beheld, and, Io, in 
the midst of the throne, and of the four beasts, and in the 
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 
seve? horns and seven eyes; which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth. And he came and took the book out of the 
right hand of Him that sat upon the throne. And when he had taken 
the book., the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before 
the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of 
odors, which are the prayers of saints. 

There is something very woncie?ful about this scene 
in heaven, because it is the first time we read of the 
Lamb of God in the book of the :r�evelation. The last 
tin1e we read of Him was on the c·ross, in his sufferings 
and humiliation; that was where man put Him, but no,v 
look where Gon has put Him! Man nailed Him to the 
cross of shame;' God set Him on the throne of glory. 
Man had despised and rejerrted Him; but now every­
body praises Him, because they know His value . 

. Now notice that when John got up there, he began 
to weep. It is a strange thing, because it is the only 
time ,ve read of tears of sorrow be:ing shed in heaven. 
I believe that they were really tears of sorrow, al-. 
though caused by mistake which he made. The 
question is asked: "Who is worthy to· take the book, 
and open the seals thereof?" There is at first no re­
sponse. John looked around, and saw no one come 
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for\vard. People have right thoughts of themselves 
up yonder. There is not one in that' shining throng, 
not one in the hosts of the redeemed, who thinks him­
self vvorthy. He looked round heaven-not one there ; 
he looked on earth-not one there ; he looked under 
the earth, and certainly he saw none there who could 
open the book. John ,vept ; but one of the elders said, 
"Weep not. This is not a place for sorrow ; it is a 
place of rejoicing." There are no tears of sorrow in 
heaven. "God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes." (Rev. vu, 17.) 

Doubtless there are tears of joy. Those who have 
crossed the Atlantic have seen many such. Here are 
a young gentleman and his wife. They have been 
some years abroad ; they are now coming home. As 
the steamer approaches · the harbor, they are talking 
much · about the dear ones-wondering if mother wi11 
be altered much, and if father will be at the pier to 
meet them, and how their sisters are. By-and-by we 
enter the river ; the tender c_omes puffing up alongside. 
They are getting nearer now, and you .notice that they 
have no eyes for the fine scenery, or the bustling pas­
sengers. They are absorbed in watching for the pier. 
The young wife gets hold of the glass, and looks 
through it earnestly. "No ; I can't see any one yet," 
she says. They get nearer and nearer. Up with the 
glass again-"! think I see some one like mother." 
The tender reaches the landing stage ; there is a great 
crowd, but soon she sees "mother," and as she flings 
herself in her arms, there is a burst of tears. "Mother ! 



THE LAMB OF GOD. 39 

Mother!" Are those tears of sorrow? Nay; but of 
,vondrous joy. I� it not a little picture of \vhat it 
may be when we get "home_ at Jast ?" Do you not 
think that ,vhen ,ve get to the pearly gates, and see 
the blessed Master ,vaitin g to receive us-see the 
wondrous Lamb of Go�, \vho took away our sins, 
ready to welcome us-there will be some such tears 
-weeping, for fullness of joy? Such are the only
tears that shall be shed "in that bright \VOrld a hove."

But John was weeping for sorro,v, and so the elder 
says, "Why, you have not looked in the right place, 
John!" "l have looked on the cherubim, I have 
looked among the twenty-four elders, I have looked 
amongst the multitudes of angels and of saints, I have 
looked on the earth; but among them all there is no 
one worthy· to take and to open the book!'' "True� 
John; but you ·have not looked orr the throne." He 
looks, and there are no more tears. The Lamb of 
God is ,vorthy ! On earth He was reckoned worthy 
of death, while there He is worthy of the throne, and 
the only one worthy to open the book. So our first 
glimpse of the Lamb in this book of the Revelation 
reveals Him on the throne of glory. 

FOLLOWING AND PRAISING. 

Now let us turn. to Rev. vu, 13 to 17, where we 
get another glimpse of the Lan1b of God. 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes, and whence came they? And I said 
unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
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and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His tem­
ple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

The Lamb of God in the midst of His redeetned 
host! and notice that He "shall feed them, and lead 
them unto living fountains." He only does in heaven 
what He does for His own on earth. 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He maketb me to lie 
down in green pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters.­
(Psalm xx111

1 
1, 2.) 

He satisfies us down here, and leads us; and He will 
satisfy us and lead us in heaven as well as on earth. 

Rev. XII, I 1: 

They overcame him (the Devil] by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death. 

The blood of the Lamb is the secret of their con .. 
quering strength. 

Rev. XIV, I to s:

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount Sioa, and with 
Him a hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father's name 
written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven. as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder; and I 
heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps. And they sung 
as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, 
and the elders; and no man could learn that song but the hundred 
and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 
These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are 
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithi:rsoever 

40 
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He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the first• 
fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found 
no guile; for they are without fault before the throne of Gc,d. 

"His Father's name written in their foreheads!" 
There is something very suggestive about this ex­
pression. We read in the r3th chapter that the mark 
of the beast might be placed on the brow or on the 
right hand. It seems that some peo!Jle might not like 
to have the mark blazoned on their foreheads, and so 
the beast permits them to put his mark on the palm 
of the right hand, where it might be hidden. But the 
Father's name must be blazoned on• the forehead. It is 
not enough, then, to see that the mark of the beast is 
not on the brow, for it may be covered up in the hand; 
what we want is to see that the Father's name is 
stamped on the brow. He will not have any one 
ashamed of Him or of His mark. If we have it at 
all, it must be displayed on the brow, where it can be 
seen by all. There is one thing more about a mark 
on the brow, and that is that the man who bears it 
is the only one who does not see it. So, when a man 
is wholly consecrated to God, he is the last one to talk 
about it. His fellow-disciples will see it, the ,vorld 
around ,�.rill see it; but when a man himself finds it out, 
and talks about it, very few other people can see it. 

FIGHTING AND CONQUERING. 

Rev� xv, 3, 4, and xvn, 14: 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song 
of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true a�e Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who 
shall not fear Thee, 0 Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou onlv 
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art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before Thee, for Thy 
judgments are made manifest. 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over­

come them: for He is Lord of lords and K_ing of kings: and they that 
are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

I have quoted these passages because it is just the 
course of those who follow the Lamb. First of all, 
they are not ashamed of Him; and then . they fol­
lowed Him; and as they follow Him they sing "the 
song of the Lamb." Nobody ever sings from the heart 
but they who follow the Lamb of God, and who have 
been redeemed by His blood. Then, as they sing, they 
fight; and as they fight they conquer. But how do 
they fight? The Lamb goes first and slays the ene­
mies, and gives them the credit. Even as God thun­
dered on the Philistines, and smote them, and then 
gave Israel the credit for discomfiting them, so it is 
confessing, following, praising, fighting, conquering, 
and all with the Lamb of God, and by the Lan1 b of 
God. 

Jn Rev.· xrx, 9, we find they finish up--as every 
one likes to finish his day's wurk-7\vith a supper: 

Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. 

Now, this supper is the last meal of the day. After 
breakfast, we go out to work, after dinnP.r we have 
work again, but after supper we do not expect work 
-it is rest. So, after the marriage supper of the
Lanib, there lies before us God's grand, eternal rest.
The weary pilgrimage is past, the hard fight is over,
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the victory is won, and the rest has come. Truly 
they are blessed \Vho shall sit down to that supper; and 
how thankful we should be that the Bible tells us of 
this sup per! 

There all His people eternally dwell 
With Him who hath led them so safely and well; 
The toilsome way over, the wilderness past, 
And Canaan the blessed is theirs at the last. 

Rev. xxr, 22 to 27, and xxu, 3, 4: 
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which 
are saved shall walk in the light of it; and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honor into it. And the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all -by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall 
bring the glory and honor of the nations into it And there shall 
in no wise enter in:o it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are written in 
the Lamb's Book of Life. • • • And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
seryants shall serve Him; and they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. 

That is the last place 1n the Bible that we read of 
the Lamb. He is on the throne, and His servants 
serve Hi1n, while their greatest delight is to see His 
face. We have seen where man put the Lamb of 
God, and we have seen where God the Father has put 
Him---man put Him on the cross, God put Him on 
the throne. First there was suffering, then glory. And 
that is tpe rule for us, His people--first the cross, 
then the crown.· But, above all, there was for Him 
but one way to that grand mediatorial throne, and 
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that ,vay lay by the cross. Thus we see the Lamb of 
God suffering on ·the cross, and then cro\vned in glo�y. 
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and 
given Him a name which is above every name; that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." ( Phii. 
II, 9 to II.")

-

Lamb of God, our sods adore Thee, 
While upon Thy face we gaze; 

There the Father's love and glory 
Shine in all their brightest rays! 

Oh, what wondrous love and mercy! 
Thou didst lay Thy glory by, 

And for us didst cotrie from heaven, 
As the Lamb of God, to die! 

Lord, we learn, with hearts adoring, 
Wondrous love in Thy shed blood! 

Glory, glory everlasting 
Be to Thee, Thou Lamb of God i 
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LAW AND GRACE. 

The law was gi.ven by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.-JoHN 1, 17. 

In considering this subject, I want to look at the 
contrast which we find between the life of Moses 
and that of our blessed Savior. 

I am quite aw are that in many thin gs Moses can 
be taken as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ; yet we 
find he ·can also be taken as a 'contrast to Him. I think, 
in fact, that much in the Bible can be taken as a con­
trast to .Christ, as well as a type. 

For instance, we read of Abel being a shepherd; 
and we read of Christ- being our Shepherd, and there­
fore Abel is a type of Christ; yet, there is a marked 
contrast. In the one case the sheep died for the shep­
herd, as ,v hen Abel offered of the firstlings of his 
flock unto the Lord; and in the other case it was the 
Shepherd who died for the sheep. Abel, then, is a 
type of, and also a contrast to, Christ. 

We find also in the life of Joseph, that while he is a 
type of Christ, he can also in certain instances be taken 
as a contrast to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And so all through this blessed book we find that 
Moses and Christ can be taken in contrast one to the 
other. In contrast, yet not antagonistic; just as law 
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.and grace are in contrast to one ·another, and yet not 
by any means antagonistic; because the One who 
manifested Hts grace gave the law, and the One 
,vho gave His Son Jesus Christ to be the Savior gave 
Moses to the people. 

So, bearing this in mind, let us turn to the Bible­
which can ahvays vindicate itself-and find ,vhat it 
teaches. I might say a great deal ,vith which you 
might not agree; but what the Scriptures say, you 
must believe, if you believe the Word to be of God. 

DEATH BY THE LAW-LIFE BY CHRIST. 

Turn then to Exod. u, I 1, 12, where \Ve find that 
the first public act of Moses ,vhich is recorded, is in 
connection with death: ,,a:e slew the Egyptian, and 
hid }:iim in the sand." That was his fii:st public act 
recorded in this book. As soon as he had gone out and 
observed an Egyptian smiting one of his brethren, 
he sle\v the Egyptian. 

Look now at the life of Christ. We find that one 
of the first things in connection with the public life of 
Christ was giving life. The first public act of Mo�es 
was in connection with death, while one of the first­
I will not say the first-public acts of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was to give life. 

SERVANTS - SONS. 

Read Exod. ur, 2 to S: 

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out 

of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush burned 

with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will 
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now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 
And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he 
said, Here am I. And He said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. 

Here we find that Moses could not come near to 
God· without taking his shoes off his feet. \Vhy? 
Because no servant ever dared to come into the pres­
·ence of his master with shoes on his feet; and there­
fore Mose�, as the servant, is commanded to put his
shoes - from off his feet ere he drew near to God.
Turn now to Luke, xv. Here we see that the father
runs to meet the poor returning prodigal, and his first
words are:

Bring forth the best robe, and pul it on him ; and put a ring on his 
hand, and skoes on kis feet. (Verse 22.) 

Law says, "Put off thy shoes;" grace says, "Put 
them on·." By the law we cannot come nigh to 
God; but by grace we can come nigh, or rather 
are nzade nigh. God, in grace, will have none without 
shoes on their feet as the token of their sonship. 

THE SERPENT MANIFESTED. 

Again, read Exod. tv, I to 3: 

And Moses . • • said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor 
hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The Lord hnth not appeared 
unto thee. And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hnnd? 
And he said, A rod. And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he 
cast il on the ground, and ft became a serpent; and l\Ioses fled from 
before it. 

This is the second time we read about the serpent 
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in the Bible. The first time was in the garden of 
Eden; and now we read that in the presence of the 
Lord, the rod becan1e a serpent. It is a type of the 
power of the law. God gave the law to manifest the 
serpent's power. The law can not kill the serpent, 
only grace can; but the law manifests the presence 
of the serpent. ·That is what the law given by Moses 
is for. 

Again, read at the 6th verse: 

Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into 

his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 

.snow. 

This is the first place in the Bible where we read 
of leprosy. Moses wanted a sign, and God seems to 
have given him, as a sign, a picture · of sin in his 
hand. 

Thus, the law could only manifest the leprosy of 
sin ; it is the blood of Christ which cleanseth. "The 
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." And t�e first leper in the Bible \Vas 
Moses himself, through whom the law was given. 

SORROW BY THE LAW-JOY BY GRA;CE. 

Read, again, Exod. VII, r9, where we find that, at 
the command of the Lord, Moses spake to Aaron, and 
he stretched forth his rod, and all the ,vaters became 
blood. In connection, turn to John, II. It may be that 
these passages ai e as familiar t9 you as A B C, but 
all is fresh to the Christian's heart. 

We find that at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, 
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they wanted wine; and the mother of Jesus saith 
to the servants: "Whatsoever He. saith unto you, do 
it." 

We are sometimes asked, Whaf do you preach? Oh, 
if we preached like Mary, what good results might 
follow! It is a very short sermon, but none ever 
preached a better or safer one than that. "Whatso­
ever He saith unto you, do it." If there is any diffi­
cult matter, have a Bible reading about it; and when 
you find what He saith, "do it." There would not be 
a single division in the Church of God to-day if we all 
listened to this sermon, and did it. Often we niake 
mistakes, just because we are always arguing about 
these things instead of simply doing the1n.

Mark how the servants did the Savior's command, 
without questioning, and the result was "good wine." 

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani• 
fested forth His glory; and His disciples believed on Him.-(Verse 11.) 

Some have been greatly puzzled \vhy the Lord Je­
sus Christ should have turned water into wine; but I 
believe that what He did was right-He could make 

no mistakes. 
Mark, all the miracles that Christ ever did afterward 

were embraced in this first one. Water is ever the 
type of death and sorrow, while wine is the type of 
joy; and so the Lord Jesus Chri�t came to turn sor­
row into joy. He gives, as is set forth in this miracre, 
plenty and joy, inst�ad of poverty and sorro,v. He 
makes our hearts to run right over. He has filled 
many a sad heart and made it glad. So it is ever 
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with our Lord; for death, He gives life; for tears, 
joy; and for sorrow, glad�ess of heart. The first 
miracle that Moses did ,vas to turn water into blood, 
the sign of death and sorrow; while the first miracle 
wrought by Jesus Christ was turning water into wine, 
the sign of joy. 

DARKNESS-LIGHT. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was 
a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.-(Exod. x. 22.) 

Here, again, we see the law brings darkness. Now 
turn to John, IX. Jesus, passing by, sees a man which 
was blind from his birth, and when his disciples in­
quired concerning it, Jesus told them ,vhy it was­
that the works of God should be made manifest. "l 
am the light of .,the world." And spitting on the 
ground, He made clay and healed the man. Read 
also the closing verse of the preceding chapter: 

, Then took they up stones to cast at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, 
and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so 

passed by. And as Jesus passed by, etc. 

Those \\'ho divided the Bible into chapters have very 
often made these divisions in the wrong place. Here, 

· as in many other places, the very poi�t is lost by the
division. They would have stoned Him, but He hid
Himself from them, but goes right to the poor beg­
gar. He was hid from the Jews, but at the very first
case of need He revealed Himself. He hid Himself
from people with sight, but revealed Himself to peo-

, ple without sight. He hid Himself from the proud 
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pharisees, but revealed Himself to the blind beggar. 
So it is still ; when we think we are all right and that 
we see, He is hid from us; but when we know that 
we are biind, then He gives a sight of Himself. 

So we read that Moses brought darkness ; but the 
Lord Jesus brought light. Even more, He· was the 

Light, and darkness could not stand before Him. 
Again read Exod. xu, 29, 30 : 

And it came to pass that at midnight the Lord smote all the first� 

born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on 

his throne, unto the first-born of the captive that was in the d1mgeon ; 
and all the first-born of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 

he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one 

dead. 

The last scene in the land of Egypt was death. The 
first public act of Moses was in connection with death. 
Look now at the Lord Jesus Christ. His last public 
act was when He took the sinner's place in death­
when He died tI-!at we might have life. 

Thus, in• connection with Moses we find blood, dark­
ness and death ; in connection with Jesus Christ we 
find \vine, light and life. We find nothing in connec­
tion with the law but darkness, sorrow and death, the 
result of sin made manifest ; but the mo1nen t we get 
from the law to grace, then it is light, joy and life, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus from all these 
Scriptures we see the strong contrast between the 
Lord Jesus Christ and Moses. 

But again , in Exod. x1x, 16, we find that the giv­
ing of the law on the mount was with thunderings. 
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and lightnings, the noise of the trumpet, and the moun4 

tains smoking. 
Turn to Matt. xvu, 4, S:

Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us 
to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles-one foi· 
Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. \Vhile he yet spake.,

behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This. is 1\1:y oeloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye Him I 

What a contrast! When the law was given by God 
Bimself, it was with thunderings, lightnings and dark­
ness; but when Christ was manifested, it wa_s with a 
bright cloud, and his face shining as the sun. When 
the law ·came, it was with darkness; but grace was 
with light. 

NO STEPPING-STONES TO CHRIST. 

Again; in Exod. xx, 24 to 26, we have a descrip­
tion given of the altar which ,vas to be built: 

r 

An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sh ep, and 
thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto 
thee, and I will bless thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar of 
stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy 

tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. Neither shalt thou go up by steps 
unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon. 

What makes these verses so striking is the fact that 
they are spoken just as soon as the law was given, and 
immediately after the ten comn1andments. 

God had said, Do this apd live; but 1-Ie knew that 
he could not keep the law and get life, and so no\v He 
tells them how they may get life and get near Him, 
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Having given the law, He speaks of building the 
altar upon which to make sin-offerings. But observe, 
the altar is to be built of earth; or, if of stone, it must 
not be hewn stone. It must be of the natural stone. 
"Neith�r shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar." 
As if God would not have us think that we may by 
ourselves rise, as it were, to meet Him. We think we 
must go up one and another step to meet God. Not 
so; . He ,ivill not ask us to come a single step. -not one.

Grace just comes all the way from heaven, right to 
the feet of the lost, guilty sinner, and prays him to be 
saved, to accept eternal life. No sign, no worship, no 
fire is required of _us, in order to be saved; nothing
but acc�ept ance.

We cannot get to heaven by works or merit, or any­
thing we can do; but the very moment ,ve take the 
lost, guilty sinner's place, God comes right to us and 
saves us, and brings us nigh unto Himself. He does 
it all. 

"ABOUT THREE THOUSAND." 
. 

But now turn to Exod. xxxu, 26. After the sin of 
the people, Moses said: 

. 

\-Vho is on the Lord's side? let him come unto me. And all the 
sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 

And, having received His command, they went forth 
into the camp, slaying the people-

Anci there fell of the people that day about three thousand men.

-(Verse 28.) 

Notice the very expression-"about three thousand.') 

-------------------------------------------,,-----



54 BIBLE READINGS. 

------------------------

Turn now to Acts 11, 41. 
the Gospel, 

After Peter had declared 

They that gladly received His Word were baptized; and the same 
day there were added · .. mto them about three t!tOUsand souls.

You observe the very same expression-"about three 
thousand" souls. 

The very first time the law was preached, "about 
three thousand" were killed, and the very first time 
grace was preached, "about · three thousand" \Vere 
saved. 

So all through the life of Moses and the life of Jesus 
Christ, we get wonderful contrasts. But now let us 
go further. 

ENTERING THE PROMISED LAND. 

Turn to Joshua 1n, 5, 7. 

And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves, for to-morrow 
the Lord will do wonders among you. . . . . .And the Lord said 
unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all 

Israel. 

�bserve that Joshua said first; "The Lord will do 
wonders;" and when the Lord spake, He said, "l will 
magnify thee." Joshua is to do the wonders., When 
men magnify God, God will magnify the·m. 

But mark here, Moses, who represented the law, 
could not take the people into the promised land, al­
though he brought them close to it--Joshua, who ,vas a 
type of Christ, had to lead them into it. So, what can 
the law do? It can only show us the promised land, 
Grace it must be that leads us into it. 
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Read further; in the r 4th to I 7th verses, we find that 
the Israelites passed over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when the people removed from their 
tents t� pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the 
iovenant before the people; and as they that bare the ark were come 
,mto Jordan, and the feet of the priests tha(bare the ark were dipped 
m the brim of the water (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the 
time of harvest), that the waters which came down from above stood 
and rose up upon a heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside 

, Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even 
the Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over 
right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the coven­
ant of th.e Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and 
all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were 
passed clean over Jordan. 

I used, when a boy, in reading that beautiful book, 
the "Pilgrim's Progress," to imagine that I had to pass 
through the waters of death into Canaan. And when 
the minister preached, it sometimes took my breath 
a way and chilled my very blood to hear him talk of 
the cold, icy Jordan, and of the Christian coming along 
and looking across to the golden city; and then enter­
ing the cold river. After a little he begins to cry out, 
the \vater is so cold, and when he gets deeper,. he can 
scarce keep his feet, and at last when he gets to the 
middle of the river, the waves go over him, and he 
cries out, "Thy billows have gone over me," and he 
disappears. N O\V, there is no such thing in the Bible. 
When the Israelites \\·ent over the Jordan, remembe�, 
the priests bearing the ark .-vent before the people, and 
as their feet urere dipped in the brim of the \vater, int.. 
river stood back in a heap and the people passed ove1 
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dry shod, while the priests with the ark stood in the 
midst till all had passed over. So, I expect to cross the 
river dry shod. The waters of Jordan will not touch 
us. The billows and waves have gone over the Mas­
ter's head and will not go over ours. 

In the 23d Psalm we have a beautiful picture of it 
all: 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for Thou art with me.-{V erse 4.) 

So \vill it be with us. It is but the shadow of death. 

Remember, that it was night when the Israelites 
crossed the Red S�a; but when they crossed the river 
of Jordan, it was probably daylight. Just imagine the 
sun shining upon the waters standing up in a heap, and 
there you will have the picture, which, I believe, Da­
vid had in his mind when he wrote this sentence. 
The shadow of the waters would be falling upon their 
path-and only the shadow I 

Two more thoughts here. How did the Israelites 
get through �he river? They went right across it. And 
so it was not walking i"n the valley, it is \valking 
through it. Just as when a railroad train enters a dark 
tunnel; you �o not expect to stop in the tunnel, but to 
get out into light on the other side. 

But again: "Though I walk through the valley." 
We might carry a dead man through, but it takes a 
live man to walk. So we fear no death; with Christ 
at our side we \Valk through, and He will lead us to 
the bright land beyond. 

56 
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WHAT THE LAW CANNOT DO. 

But now let us consider some things which the law 
cannot do for the sinner; but which grace can do. 

In Acts XIII, 38, 39, we read : 
.. 

" Be it known unto you therefore, men an·d brethren, that through . 
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of s_ins : and by Him 
all that believe are justified from all things from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses. 

The law, therefore, cannot justify us, and, if we are 
to be justified, it must be by grace ; and, if \Ve are not 
justified, we are not saved. 

Again, in Rom. VIII, (I was going to call it the Gos­
pel of Romans, and surely that is the Gospel---"No 
condemnation"---good news, surely !) : 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it 

was weak through the· flesh, God sending His own Son in the like­
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. 

Here is something further that the law could not do. · 
What is that? It could not make me free from the 
law of sin and death. Freedom-there is no slave 
here ; wheth�r on earth or in heaven, we are in Christ, 
and the law of Christ gives liberty. As the Lord 
Himself .said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the trutl.t 

shall make you free." (John v1n, 32.) Every one ,vho 
believes in that blessed Savior, the Son . of God, is a 
free man. He .is free even now---as free as he \vill be 
in the land above. 



58 BIBLE READINGS. 

THE BROKEN LAW. 

I find a difficulty in the minds of ma·ny in taking 
their place as guilty sinners. As a lady once said 
to me, "l cannot see that one who has broken 
one of the commandments can be as bad as another 

. ,vho has broken five, or another who has broken the 
· ,vhole ten." But I said, "Rernember, God never gave
five or ten laws; He only gave one, which consisted

· of ten commandments. Just look at that ,va tch; if you
\Vere to count the wheels, you would find, perhaps,
ten or more, yet it is just one watch. And further, if
you break every wheel, it is, of course, a broken
watch and will not go. Yet, if you break only one
wheel, it is still a broken watch, and will not go. So
we have brok�n the law if we have b'roken a si"ngle
command in the Book." Still the lady could not see
it, and so I said, "Suppose you were hanging by a
chain right over a precipice: that chain consists of ten
links; and, if a man were to take a hammer and smash
every link, where would you go?" "To the bottom, of
course."

"But, suppose only one link is broken, where would 
you go?" "That would be just as bad; I ,vould fall." 

"So, then, if you break one command, it is just as 
bad as breaking the whole law. 'He that offendeth 
in one point, is guilty of all.' No matter how good 
you are, still you hav·e broken one, and do,vn to the 
bottom you must go." 

It just takes as much grace to save the best men 
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in the world as to save the vilest. Nothing but grace 
can bring us forth---the law cannot give liberty, but 
grace gives it. 

NO RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THE LAW. 

Read again, Gal. 11, 2 I :

I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain. • 

These are very solemn words, for, if it be possible 
for righteousness to come to one man by the la\v, then 
it is possible for righteousness to come to every man, 
and "Christ," then, says the word, "is dead in vain." 

Again look at the 21st verse of the 3d chapter: 

ls the law then against the promises of God? God forbid; for if 
there had been a law given which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law. 

If it had been possible for the mighty God to have 
given a law which should have given life---if it had 
been possible, then He would never have given a law 
of "cleath. Therefore, ,ve find that another thing which 
the law cannot do is, that it cannot give life. 

THE LAW CANNOT MAKE PERFECT. 

Now turn io Heb. vu, 19: 
, 

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better 
hope did.; by t1_1e which we draw nigh unto God." 

The law can never bring us nigh urito God. We 
have thus seen four things which the law cannot do­
it cannot justify, it cannot make me free, it cannot make 
�e righteous and it cannot make me perfect. 
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Many do not believe in perfection ; but, if you are 
not perfect, you cannot go to heaven. Dut here we 
have perfection : the One who gives me justification, 
freedo1n and righteousness, also gives me perfection. 
He 1nakcs me perfect by m.1king me n partaker of I-Iis 
own holiness ; and thus we :trt! as perf cct as the Master 
Himself. Becaust: 1-Ie is everything for us and to ·us, 
if we ,vill .hnve Him. 

THE END OF THE LAW. 

But if the law cannot save us, what did God give 
the la \V for ? It is very plain, if you will turn to Rom. 
III, 19 : 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and 

all the world may become guilty before God. 

You say you never committed a murder ; that you 
have been charitable, reli gious and good ; that you 
have said your prayers, and so on ; but remember, 
God did not give the law to make you talk about your­
self--He ga v� the law to stop your mouth, not to open 
it. God did not give us the la \V and ten command­
ments to make us so good that He could save us, but 
to prove to us that we were so bad that our only 
course was to accept His salvation. If many could get 
rid of their own goodness, it would not be difficult 
to get rid of their badness. "He is able," 

But I must first take my proper place as a sinner e 

and then I will see myself in Him.. I just accept His 
salvation, that is all. 
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A NEW CREATION WANTED. 

When I was going fo� a walk one day, I met a little 
girl with a jug in her hand, running on an errand for 
her mother. On the way, her foot tripped on a lit­
tle stone, and down she went, and the jug was broken 
into more than fifty pieces. She began to cry, say­
ing that her mother would punish her. Suppose, when 
I had got up to her, sqe said, "Pick up the pieces, 
and get some of that cement which they sell, and put 
them together." Why, it would have been a broken 
jug still-all cracked and di�figured. People do not 
like cracked jugs. Well, I did not propose any such 
thing. I just said, "Don't you cry; come with me, 
and we'll get a ne"r one." I took her to a shop 
and, after looking at five or six jugs, she selected one, 
and I paid th<.: price, only a few coppers. ''No,v," 
I said, "are you afraid that your mother will be angry?" 
uQh, n�; it's a deal better than the one I broke." 

No"'
,, 

that. is just like the righteousness of the law. 
A stumbling-block, it may be a very small one, is put 
in our path, and down we go, and all our righteous­
ness is smashed to pieces. And Christ did not come 
all the way from heaven in order to pick up the 
pieces and put them together. No. He does 
not give us a cracked, patched righteousness; 
but his O\Vn perfect righteousnesss. The perfect 
righteousness of a perfect Savior--a ne,v creation 
a-'ld not the old one. 

It is the law, therefore, that stops the mouth. We 
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are convicted, and now Christ is our satisfaction. God 
says, My Son's blood has been shed; believe on Him, 
and in Him you are justified, accepted and made perfect. 
He is '· Made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification and redemption." Everything is in Hhn

for us. 

THE GRACE OF GOD THAT BRINGETH SALVATION. 

And no,v, one more passage---Titus 11, II, 12:

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 

men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 

should live soberly, righteously and godly, in this present world. 

I remember the first time I went to London, a Chris­
tian gentleman came to me, and said, "Henry Moore­
house, I want you to remember this, 'The grace of 
God that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men;' 
but," he said, "you must not stop there; read on­
teaching us to live as we choose, as being free from 
the commandments? No. It is just like this: God 
had set up a law, and men failed to come up to it; and 
now, instead of lowering His standard to our level, He 
has raised it higher and set it in heaven, and says, 
,come up to this.' The law says, 'Do this!' but grace 
teaches me how to do it." 

If men could not keep the law of Moses, how can 
�hristians keep a law which is much higher? Let us 
remember that grace gives us strength, and teaches us, 
"that denying ungodly and worldly lusts, ,ve should 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this present 
world." 
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Grace teaches us that we are not under the law, 
thank God! but 'Ne are under grace. Grace gives us 
eternal life. Grace gives us a Master to serve; foot­
prints to walk in; a Shepherd to lead us; and strength 
and power to follow the Shepherd, to serve the Master 
and walk in His blessed footsteps. 

May God· lead us to know that we are not under 
�oses, but under Christ--not under law, but un­
der grace. And to His name be all glory f 
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The Bible Institute Colportage Association 
826 NORTH LA SALLE STREE'f, CHICAGO, ILL. 

Had its beginning in D. L. Moody's conviction and undet­
standing of the vital need for low-priced books carrying 
the gospel message to all classes. It was .if ter he bad tried 
in vain to secure b';oks for inquirers, at a local book store 
in a Wisconsin town, that he set about to establish a Col­
portage Department in connection with his Chicago school 
for training Christian workers. Founded in 1894, in connec­
tion with the Bible Institute .for Home and Foreign Missions, 
as the school was then called, this Association has continued 
to deliver, through means of the printed page, messages that 
convict of sin, quicken the devotional life, arouse to evan­
gelistic effort and missionary activity. It has carried the 
gospel where church privileges were wanting, or not em­
braced, and is doing so yet. Young and old have felt its 
influence to counteract the opposition of Satan. 

Terms are cheerfully quoted to those who would seriously 
consider "book missionary," or colportage work in co-opera­
tion with this Association. Previous experience not �en­
tial. Full printed instructions and suggestions promptly 
provided. Your spare time can be employed very profitably. 
The more time given, the better the results. 

SOME REASONS FOR ENGAGING IN COLPORTAGE woRr 

It is God's work, preeminently so, 1n. alm, metho(} and blessing; 
attendant. Not merely book selling, but a definite form of Chris­
tian work. 

A means is furnished for carrying the gospel, and messages of 
comfort, into thousands of homes where pastors or Christian work­
ers cannot, or perhaps seldom, if ever, visit. 

Opportunities for doing personal work, enlisting men's llves and 
sympathies In the cause of Christ are ever open to the colporter. 

The work can be undertaken In various ways,-from home to 
hoID.l', ln churches, in connection with a permanent book table or 
stand, in various societies, conferences and through the mall. 

The plan ls workable and thoroughly tried as -one of tho great 
avenues through which the non-church goer can be reached. It ls 
applicable 1n YOUR community, whether village, town or city. 

Employment is presented you at the smallest outlay of money 
and the least possible risk of fatlure or loss. The remuneration ls 
1n accordance with interest, time and energy expended. 

The eye of faith sees the rapid oxtenslon of this work, wtth some 
opposition, no doubt, but there ts need for many more helpers to 
co-operate tn bringing things to pass. Dlllgent and consecrated men 
and women are needed and you are urged to write for further in­
formation. 

WHAT MAY NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED! 
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8torlet1. Mrs. 0. F. Wnlton 
44 Tho O\·crcornlog Lite . D. t •. Moody 
4.11 A !loyal �,rile. T. D. Tnhnnge 
48 Tho Prodigal. \farloutt nuthurs 
40 The S1>lrlt.-Flllcd I.Uc. John MnoNcll 
50 JC.'i.'llcn'a Flr11t. J>myor-A t-ltory. 

Ite-.bn t-ltrottou 
lH A Cu-it.away, 1r. n. Moyor 
62 llNw�u on Burth. A. C. nlxon 
64 Ab:mlut.o Hurrcn<lor. Andrew Murrny 
611 Whnt. ls Fnlth'l �purgeon. �Ioodf, CLO. 
t,7 Chrl:itlo'e Old Orgnn-A �tory. W nlton 
SS N1uu11nn t

.
ho S�·rlnn. A. D. Mncltny 

60 Weighed nncl Wnntln�-On tho Ten 
Cornmundmoota. D. L. Moody 

01 Tho Crew of Lho Dolphin-A SLory. 
IJO!•bn Atrotton 

63 Moot. ror tho M!U!tor'A Ullo. F. D. 
Moyer 

04 Our Ulblo. O. Lench nn<1 It. A. Torrey 
65 Alone In London. Heslm �trctt.on 
06 Moody's AneodoLos 
67 Orumtnond's Acldrcss().'I 
08 Tho Mlrngo or Ltro. W. n. Miller 
(10 Children or tho Hlblo 
70 Tho J >owor of l'ontcco�t. Thom1ui 

Wnuich 
71 Mon of the ntblo. D. L. Mooch• 
72 A J>coj> Behind tho Sconc.-1. l\1 r8. O. Ji'.

Wn ton 
73 •rho Rohonl or Obcdlcnco. A. Murrny 
7-t Homo DuU(l!t, ll. 'f . t;rOSi 
70 Moorty'H Ht.orlo:t
'17 The 'l'ruo 1-)lt.lmnto or Urt-. G. Cnmt>-

hcll Mor�nn 
78 Tt101tobhor sCn,·o-AAtnry.A.1 •. O.J•!. 
!U Thou�ht.Jt r,1r Clulot llour. Moocly 
>l3 ThuHl1Qr1or l.lfoor n.1 •. MMdy. Vol.

r. 1• t>. !\100,ty nm1 A. P. Fin

85 Revival of n Dead Church. L. 0. 
BrOllftht.on 

RO Moody K L11tost Sermons 
87 A Ml8tllonary Penny-:A Story.L.C.W. 
88 Calvary'sCross.RpurJ.reon, Whittle.ct o. 
80 How to Pray. R. A. Torrey 
00 Llttlo King Davlo-A Story. Neille 

Hcllls 
01 Short Talks. n. J.. Moody 
03 Pilgrim's Pro�rc..,..;. John nunyan 
05 Our Lord'fl Jtoturn, or Whnt Le; ".Mar­

nnnthn."? Gllllnr.s 
0(} t-.e,1t for the Mnlltcr·s U11u. mn·ergal 
118 Dael< to Bethel. F. B. Meyer 

100 t:p from Sin. L. G. Broughton 
101 Tf'n Commandment.,. 0. O. Morgan 
102 Populnr Amusements and the Chrllf-

tln n J.lte. P. W. Sinks 
J04 AnswP.rs to Prayer, from George 

Mullrr·a Narratives 
to.� Tho Wny Home. D. J.. Moody 
108 Lile or Adonlram Judson. Julia H. 

Johnston 
l00 Life or David Livingston. Mrs. J. H. 

Worcci;ter, Jr. 
114 l<�lrst Words to Young Christians. 

Robt. Boyd 
115 Rosa's Quest-A Story. Anna P. 

Wright 
116 Dlmcult.le., In the Dible. R. A. Torrey 
110 Prnctl<.'al and Perplexing Questions 

AnFwercd. n. A. Torrey 
120 Satan and tho 8nlnt. James M. Gray 
121 Pre.-1cot Day I.Ire and Religion. A. C. 

nlxon 
122 Orent Epochs or Sacred lll'ltory. 

Jnmos 1\1. Orn:>· 
123 Bnlvatlon Crow Start to Finish. James 

M. Orny
125 Llfo In n Look. 1\1. S. llnldwln 
126 Uurton Street Folks. Anna P. Wright 
127 Bible Problems Explained. James M. 

Gray 
128 Pnners on Our Lord's Coming. 

,,-C. II. M." 
120 Tho Cbrlstlnn: Ills Creed and Con­

duct.. ,vunnm Evnns 
130 Intercessory Prayer. J. G. K. l\fcCJuro 
131 }Torn Death Unto Life. Jnmcs H. 

Drookcs 
132 Ruth, tho Moabltcss. Henry Moore-

house 
134. Forty-Eli::ht Dernnrd Street. • Mrs.

B. R. Ornham Clark 
135 Doltvcranco Crom the Pcnnlty and 

Power o{ Sin. 0. R. Pnlmcr 
136 Mrs. Mary's Oo-Toll. Mrs. S. R. 

Grnham Clnrk 
137 Dlrd's-Eyo ntblo Rtudy, A. Pntterson 
13S "I Crlod, Ho Answered" 
141 Later Evangelistic Sermons. Wm. E. 

Dlodorwolt 
1-12 Phil Tyler's O1>portunlty. F. E. Durn-

hnm 
143 Sunday Night Talks. J. C. Mns.<:co 
141 Tho Christ, Wo Know. A.O. Gnellelcln 
145 I•'lvo "Musts" or tho Christion Lite. 

F. D. Meyer
146 Tho Now IJro tn Christ Jesus. o. I. 

Scottold 
lf7 Problems of tl10 l'rn>cr Lite. J. 0. 

Uuswoll. Jr. 
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