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Foreword 
THERE can be no more profitable exercise for 

the soul than to meditate upon the Person 
of the Lord Jesus as revealed in Scripture, when 
such meditation leads us, in the spirit of worship, 
to conformity to His character and obedience to 
His will. In this respect the Gospels bring Him 
before us in a special way. Therein we behold 
Him not only as our Redeemer through His 
<;leath, but as He was "in the days of His flesh," 
the Servant of Jehovah, the Son delighting to do 
the will of His Father, the One Who left us 
an example that we should follow His steps 
(1 Peter 2. 21). 

The following pages are conducive to this 
devout meditation, with its practical effects. 
In the subject which the writer handles, we see 
our Lord. in one especial aspect of His character, 
and the reader who has known something of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, cannot fail to be 
filled afresh with the desire to follow Him as the 
One Who came not to be served but to serve, to 
walk in Him as "the Way," to know Him as "the 
Truth," and to experience His power as "the 
Life." How often has the mind been occupied 
merely with the truth concerning Him, as in the 
second chapter of Philippians, "Who, being in 
the form of God ... on an equality with God. ... 
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emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant," 
and with what is further set forth in that passage 
concerning the depths of His self-humbling, 
while we have failed to remember that the great 
purpose of the passage is that we should have that 
mind in us which was in Him, that "lowliness of 
mind" which consists, as the writer of this 
booklet says, not in "an emotion, a sentimental 
feeling . . . but in the will to serve, to prefer 
others to oneself, to look on the interests of 
others!" 

There is much in these pages to bring us down 
before God in acknowledgment of our lack of 
conformity to Christ, and to remind us of His 
words, when He said, "If ye know these things, 
blessed are ye if ye do them." 

W. E. VINE. 



THE LORD
THE SERVANT 

W HEN the hour came that He must leave the 
shelter of the home in Nazareth, to begin 

His public ministry, the Lord singled out certain 
men to accompany Him. · His purpose was two
fold : to secure for Himself that fellowship which 
is a condition of the life of God, and therefore 
of the life of man, and to prepare them for the 
great work He had in mind for them when His 
own should be finished. He knew men, and was 
under no illusion concerning these disciples. 
Their limitations, their self-will and wayward
ness, never took Him by surprise, though they 
added to His sorrows, and were among the things 
that He suffered that He might be tried in all 
points like as we are, "sin apart." 

To the end the disciples shared the popular 
expectation of a Messiah who would emancipate 
their nation from the yoke of Rome, and replace 
tliat mighty Empire by one mightier and more 
glorious, with Jerusalem as its metropolis. This 
expectation was not without justification, indeed, 
but the time was not yet, and the way thither 
proved to be altogether different from what they 
conceived. 
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The wise Teacher taught His disciples only as 
they could bear it, so they had been with Him 
many months before He told them how near was 
the conclusion of His ministry and how different 
from what they anticipated ! The crisis came at 
Cresarea Philippi; the occasion was the confession 
of Simon Peter, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God. . . . From that time began Jesus 
to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and the third day be raised up" (Matt. 16. 16, 21). 
The words fell on deaf ears; there was no room 
for such a tragedy in their scheme of things. 
As He told them afterwards, they made the 
common mistake of selecting part of the pro
phetic testimony, rejecting what repelled them, 
although that, too, was the Word of God, and 
as necessary as that which attracted them (Luke 
24. 35). If this was folly in the disciples of that 
day, no less is it folly when the disciples of this 
day, carelessly or of purpose, follow their example. 

Even the surface ip.eaning of the words the 
Lord spoke so disconcerted Peter that he promptly 
contradicted His Master and charged Him with 
folly. The rebuke came swiftly, "Get thee 
behind Me, Satan," for this was just a renewal 
of the suggestion the Tempter had made in the 
W ildemess, to eliminate the Cross, which He knew 
to be the sole foundation upon which the Kingdom 
of God could be raised . 
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The Lord was Never Elated 
by the applause of the multitude, nor was 
He ever discouraged by the slowness of the 
disciples to understand and to sympathize. 
Hence, while they were still in the North 
country, He told them again, and as plainly 
as before, that He was about to die (Mark 10. 
32-45). So far were they from entering into His 
thoughts that by some subtle mental reaction they 
began to dispute about their respective claims to 
the chief places in the Kingdom, the immediate 
appearing of which was not, to them, in doubt. 
Again, when He had set His face steadfastly 
toward Jerusalem, the dread shadow of the 
approaching Cross already falling upon His heart, 
and, in a way they could feel but could not define, 
affecting His disciples and those who followed 
them, He spoke of it once more. Yet notwith
standing the shadow of the impending event, 
James and John took opportunity to press their 
claims to the chief places in the Kingdom. 

On a previous occasion the Lord had made a 
child their pattern, but they were childish now, 
not child-like, in asking for a blind promise; so 
soon had they forgotten how He had read their 
thoughts in this very matter (Mark 9. 33-37). His 
repiy is a delicate rebuke; the chief places were not 
His to give ! His place was that of dependence 
upon His Father; His sole delight to please Him. 
Then He laid down the inviolable law of His 
Kingdom, that he who would rule must serve. 
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He gave the reason why it must be so with them 
-because it was so with Him. "For," said 
He, "the Son of man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many." His Kingdom is not after the order of 
this world's kingdoms; in them the king is above 
the law; in this the law is the expression of the 
character of the King. 

The ten were indignant. With whom? Cer
tainly with James and John, not, indeed, because 
of their lack of sympathy with the Lord, but 
because of the attempt they made to snatch a 
decision in their own favour. Perhaps also with 
themselves that they had not thought of such 
a promising plan ! The situation was a delicate 
one; how would the Lord deal with it? To re
buke the two would gratify the ten; to rebuke the 
ten would gratify the two and profit none of them. 

The twin evils that mar the harmony of saints 
and rob their service of its efficiency-ambition 
and jealousy-were at work. There is no essen
tial difference between them , for 

Jealousy is just Inverted Ambition. 

The two are never far apart .. and notwithstanding 
the disloyalty to the Lord involved where either 
has place in the heart, they continue their havoc 
in the churches of God unto this day. 

Theory is not enough; no lesson is learned 
until it has been put into practice. When the 
Lord teaches He soon challenges obedience by 
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putting us into circumstances where the test can
not be escaped. So it was brought about that 
shortly afterwards the disciples sat at the table 
with the Lord "in the midst" (John 13. 1-20). 
They had bathed indeed, but by the way the san
dalled feet had become defiled . It was a busy 
season in Jerusalem. Such service as they required 
was hard to come by. Yet their embarrassment 
was their opportunity. They had been told in 
words lacking nothing in plainness, that 
through service lies the path to rule. Which of 
them would qualify for what all desired, and for 
which all were unlawfully striving? Now the op
portunity was provided equally to all to qualify 
for the chief place in the Kingdom. But oppor
tunity must be taken by the forelock-once past, it 
returns not again. High as the honour was, 
trivial as the price, yet it seemed too much to 

. pay! Did John regret this "might have been" 
as he wrote? Was his second thought that, had 
he or another rendered that little service to the 
rest, they would not have seen the amazing sequel 
to their failure? It is true that thereupon an 
unexpected glory was displayed-how much better 
we know the Lord because of what happened in 
the Upper Room! But John would not excuse 
his own delinquency on the ground that it had 
afforded grace the opportunity of abounding. 
Nor may we excuse ourselves when the Lord 
over-rules our failures to apprehend His mind 
and to obey His will. 

A2 
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The secret of the difference between the atti
tude of the Lord and that of the disciples to
ward service, lay in the spheres in which the 
thoughts of each were occupied. They were 
grovelling among their ambitions and their 
jealousies, "minding earthly things." John is 
able to tell us where the Lord's thoughts were, 
how His mind was occupied as they sat together 
around the waiting meal. He was thinking that 
He had come forth from God, that He was about 
to return to God, and that the Father had given 
all things into His hands. But all things are 
His to succour and to serve as well as to rule, 
and the all things included the feet of the disciples! 
The cynic suggests that heavenly-minded folk are 
usually of no earthly use; but in fact the truly 
heavenly-minded are the most practical of men, 
most observant of need, most prompt to meet it. 

"Having loved His own which were in the 
wor Id, He loved them unto the end." The last 
phrase can hardly be understood of time, as 
though to the end of His life here were intended. 
The order of the words puts the emphasis beyond 
doubt, 

"Unto the Uttermost He Loved Them." 

Now the uttermost lies in two directions; there 
is the uttermost great and there iir the uttermost 
little. He was about to die for them; than this 
no greater pledge of love is conceivable; what 
were the washing of feet compared with that ? 
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Yet in His eyes the less is not included in the 
greater, but stands distinct with its own claim 
which love will not ignore. One who was present 
on the occasion suggests that we are in danger 
of theorising about our willingness to die for the 
brethren while failing to notice their daily needs ! 
(1 John 3. 16, 17). For the former the oppor
tunity is rare, for the latter it is never lacking. 
The love inculcated in the New Testament, the 
love of the Father which the Son came to reveal 
to men hitherto ignorant of it, is not an emotion, 
a sentimental feeling, or the attraction of affinity. 
It is the will to serve , to prefer others to oneself, 
to look on the interests of others. 

We excuse ourselves from little and distasteful 
services, pleading pre-occupation with matters of 
greater import. Our Lord, albeit He is occupied 
with matters that concern the Universe, yet sees 
the need of the disciples and has the will to meet 
it. In this also He has left us an example that 
we should follow His steps. 

Again a crisis in the life of the Lord had come 
and passed: His public ministry had been 
brought to an end. Satan had found a willing 
instrument. Judas had crossed his Rubicon and 
gone out into the night. Under the shadow of 
the Cross, looming ever larger as the appointed 
hour drew on, an ordinary mind might well have 
been clouded with the gloom of impending 
disaster. Not so the Lord. Elation and depres-
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sion are experiences unknown to Him. When 
the cities rejected His ministry, "He rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit, and said, I thank (acknowledge) 
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth . . . 
for so it was well-pleasing in Thy sight" (Luke 
10. 21.) So now; the challenge is accepted, the 
issue faced. He will not call for the twelve 
legions of angels nor for any other aid. That 
toward which He had hitherto set His face He 
will still pursue. It is Satan's hour and the 
power of darkness ; it is no less the hour for 
confidence in 'His Father and for love to "His 
own." Out of the fulness of His heart He cried, 
"Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 
glorified in Him" (John 13. 31). The eternal pur
pose of God is about· to be consummated in time. 
The stage is set, the final act of the drama is about 
to take place. Then turning to the disciples He 
addressed them in language He had not used to 
them before. He called them "little children." 
There is a suggestion of intimacy and of tender 
desire in the words. It is Satan's pour, indeed, 
but it is His hour also. He knows that the darkness 
deepens to the dawn, and before He leaves them 
He has some words for their ears alone. He 
had told the Jews that they should seek but 
should not find Him, and that where He went 
they could not come : so now He said to His 
disciples, but to them He did not add what He 
said to the Jews, "Ye shall die in your sin" (John 
S, 21) and if lfe did say to :Peter, "Whither 
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I go thou canst not follow Me, " He added "now," 
and, "thou shalt follow afterwards." Meantime 
there was a "new commandment" for them, 
that they should "love one another." So far 
the new is but a repetition of the old, "thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself" (Lev. 19. 18). 
The newness lay in the standard. Which of us 
has loved his neighbour as he has loved himself? 
Reluctant in self-judgment, we take for granted 
that the Lord must be as pleased with us as we 
are with ourselves. Yet high as the old standard 
is, the new is nothing lower than the love where
with He loves us, and His love is measured by His 
Cross. Love such as His is not an emotion, 
a kindly feeling that ebbs and flows; it is a steady 
purpose to forget-to deny-oneself in the in
terests of others. This is the Apostle's prayer, that 
we may learn to love, not as man loves but as God 
loves (2 Thess. 3. 5). Such love is the evidence 
not only of the truth but also of the power of 
the Gospel. 

Apparently the Lord intended to speak further 
of the supreme and all-embracing obligation thus 
laid upon them, and no less upon us. But Peter, 
the impetuous brother, with whom we have so 
much in common, and whose words out-stripped 
his thoughts, as ours so often do, interrupted 
Him. How often, when the Lord would speak to us 
of love, or of humility, or of holiness, we prefer, 
as the disciples did, to discuss questions specula
tive, strife-gendering and profitless! Love is 
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The Revealed Secret of the Life of God, 
the life He communicates to us by His Spirit, the 
life that builds and binds us together, and that is 
so often obscured by our wayward selfishness. 
Yet that we love one another, preferring each the 
other to himself, is the sole irrefutable evidence 
we can give to the world that we are Christ's 
indeed. It is as the fruit of the Spirit, which 
is love, is produced in us that He bears "witness 
with our spirit, that we are children of God" 
(Rom. 8. 16; Gal. 5. 22). 

Peter's expostulation suggests an adaptation of 
the Lord's words to Philip shortly afterwards. 
It is as though Peter had said, "Lord, have I 
been with you so long and yet you do not know 
me ? I love you so much that I would die for 
you." Peter had much to learn alike of himself 
and of the Lord. Not yet did he know of the 
closed door to the Father's House and how alone 
it could be opened to him. An unsuspected 
weakness would betray him in the testing that 
lay unforeseen before him. Many bitter experi
ences lie along the way to self-knowledge, with 
this compensation, that in them we come to 
know the Lord, His longsufiering with us, His 
resources for us. It was love that prompted what 
followed, "Wilt thou lay down thy life for Me? 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, the cock shall 
not crow, till thou hast denied Me thrice. Let 
not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me." The chapters are unhappily 
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divided here. There is no mark of pause or 
interruption in the words of the Lord. The 
denial would be Peter's, indeed, but the trouble 
would be common to them all, so to them all He 
addressed His next words, "Let not your heart 
be troubled." Peter had been discovered to 
himself, but what Peter was, so are we all, and 
in His unrelenting love the Lord shows to us 
the weaknesses that underlie our loud protesta
tions of loyalty, and our barrenness when the 
opportunity arrives to make them good. 

The story bears the stamp of truth ; assuredly 
here is no invention, no pious fraud, but the 
unmistakable relation of an eyewitness. To deny 
his Lord repeatedly and yet not to allow his 
heart· to be troubled! For, deplorable as the 
prospect was, and beyond their power to repair, 
it was not beyond His. Pride goes before a fall 
and self-confidence would bring Peter to 
disaster. Then let confidence in his Lord take 
its place, and the lesson, though dearly bought, 
would be worth the price. Let them learn , 
too, that confidence in their Lord was confidence 
in God; 'Believe in the God and in Me ye are be
lieving,' for, as He told them later, "the Father 
abiding in Me doeth His works." This is His 
way with us; He brings us to the end of our
selves that in our discovered weakness His power 
may be perfectly displayed (2 Cor. 12. 9). 

There was cause enough for trouble. One of 
their band, one with whom they had borne 
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company, all unsuspecting, for three full years, 
was about to betray the Lord, and, turning his 
back upon the Light, he had gone out into the 
night. Another, their leader and spokesman, 
would shortly deny Him. He Himself was about 
to leave them, their hopes shattered. Small 
wonder their hearts should be troubled ! The 
world's comfort is that the threatened disasters 
may never happen; the comfort of the Christian 
is that even though they should happen, 
though the earth be moved and the sea rage, 
his Lord sits as King over the water-floods. 
Neither the waywardness of His people nor the 
opposition of the adversary can stay His hand in 
His care of those who belong to Him. 

A little later the Lord repeated His reassuring 
words, "Let not your heart be troubled," but 
with an addition, "neither let it be fearful" 
(verse 27). The difference between being 
troubled and being fearful is 

The Difference between To-day ·and 
To-morrow, 

between the burden of the present and appre
hension of the- future. His perfect freedom 
embraces both. "Be not . . . anxious for the 
morrow . . . sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof," and sufficient for each newly arriving 
day is the grace that arrives with it. 

Had they thought, He seems to ask them, that 
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He would leave them for always? Or that 
whither He went the accommodation was limited, 
so that there. would not be room for any save 
Himself? But in the palace of a monarch there 
is room for the heir and for the other children 
also. So would it be in the Father's House; 
there would be room for all. 

He was not deserting them to fight the battle 
alone-had that suspicion crossed their minds? 
A great gulf lay between the children and their 
home, and that gulf He alone could bridge. That 
bridge He built-that way of access He dedicated 
at Calvary (Heb. 10. 20). He passed through 
resurrection and ascension to the right hand of 
the Majesty in the heavens, there to fulfil the 
work He began on earth. 

Then He tells them that He does not expect 
them to find the way to the Father's House 
themselves; He returns to take them there. 
Later the promise was renewed in different forms, 
as through the Apostle Paul, "the Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven . . . then we . . . 
shall ... be caught up (' raptured ') ... to meet 
the Lord in the air, " and through the writer 
of Hebrews, "Christ shall appear . . . to them 
that wait for Him," and through John, "I come 
quickly" (1 Thess. 4. 16, 17; Heb. 9. 28; Rev. 
22. 20). 

There is a characteristic difference between the 
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language used by the Lord concerning His return 
as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels and that 
recorded in the Fourth Gospel. In the former 
He speaks of the glories that are to mark the 
event and of its effect upon the world in judgment, 
as in Matthew 16. 27, for example. In the 
latter these are absent, as in our present passage 
(John 14) . Again , in the former He uses the third 
person only, "the Son of Man ... they ... them," 
but in the upper room, where He speaks to His 
disciples alone, the first and second person only 
appear, "I go ... I come again, and will receive 
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also." 

In reply to a question from Thomas) He tells 
them that, after all they had heard from Him, 
they ought to have known both His destination 
and the way thither. But the expectation that 
the Kingdom He had come to establish would 
be of the order of this world's kingdoms died 
hard. If He were not about to establish such a 
kingdom, what was the programme ? That there 
would be an interruption marked by a Cross, and 
an interval ere the new Kingdom could be intro
duced, did not dawn upon the disciples, just ·as 
they had no conception of that different and 
excelling glory., "which in its own times He shall 
shew, Who is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 6. 15). 
The answer of the Lord preserves 
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The Differentiating Truth of Christianity. 
Teachers there have been who have influenced 
men for good by their words, but never 
one save Christ Jesus our Lord Who made 
Himself the centre and sum of His teaching. 
"I am the way, and the truth, and the life: 
no one cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me." Now for the Father's house He sub
stitutes the Father, for, as has been well said, 
"We do not find God in heaven; we find heaven 
in God." Earlier in His ministry He had said, 
"I am the Door;" the relation between a door 
and a way is obvious. In John 10. 9 His thought 
is of the beginning of the new and spiritual 
experienc'e; here His thought is of the end and 
the way thereto. He is quite explicit-th~ man 
who refuses to enter in by this Door, to walk in 
this Way, excludes himself from the Father's 
House and condemns himself to eternal alienation 
from the presence of God. The Word of God 
cannot be the subject of compromise; Christ 
must be all. 

In the end of the Prologue to this Gospel we 
read that "No man bath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, He bath declared Him." The evan
gelist's authority for this statement lies in 
the words of the Lord: "If ye had known Me, ye 
would have known My Father also. . . . He that 
bath seen Me hath seen the Father. . . . I am 
in the Father, and the Father in Me." Here 
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caution is called for; we must beware of supposing 
that the Father is the Son-the Son the Father. 
"I and the Father are one" does not mean that 
they are one Person. Father and Son are one 
in purpose, one in will to accomplish that purpose, 
and one in power to effect it ; but this unity of 
purpose, will, and power arise out of unity of 
essence or nature. This fellowship of the Father 
and the Son is the pattern for the fellowship of 
all the regenerate, toward the realisation of which 
the prayer of the Lord was directed, "That they 
may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us.,,. 
But the oneness of Father and Son is absolute, 
eternal, immutable; our oneness with each other 
and with the Father and the Son is a proper 
matter for prayer. Potential in the New Birth; 
it becomes actual as we allow the mind that was 
in Christ to control us. 

There is no standing stjll in life ; 

Move we Must; but Whither? 

The world is a trackless wilderness; "it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his steps" therein. 
The early believers spoke of "the Way" much 
as we speak of the Gospel (Acts 19. 9, 23). 
"The Way" is not a doctrine or creed; it 
does not lie through the sacraments or through 
religious activities. The Way is a Person, 
Christ Himself. A man might show us the 
way, but only the Son of God can be the Way. 



THE LORD-THE SERVANT 21 

Not one of many; the "certain maid" of Acts 16. 
16 could say no more than, "These men ... 
proclaim unto you a (so literally) way of sal
vation , " but that is not enough. Our Lord 
claimed to be the Way, the true and living Way, 
the only Way whereby a man may draw near to 
God. Christianity admits no alternative. The 
Gospel is God's Gospel, complete, final and 
adequate; it must have the sole place or it will 
have none. The explicit claim of the Lord is 
that "no man cometh unto the Father but by· 
Me. " Here compromise or concession is impos
sible. 

The Lord calls Himself the Truth. Not 
philosophical, not metaphysical truth merely, 
appealing to the intellect, though all truth has 
Him for its source. He is truth absolute, dis
played relatively to human life. Tried in all 
points like ourselves, no flaw is revealed; He 
is "without sin." "In Him is no darkness at 
all. " The disciples had been mistaken about 
the Kingdom ; of what then could they be sure? 
You can 1:?e sure of Me, He seems to say, "Ye 
believe .in God, believe also in Me. " When we 
open our hearts to receive Christ, our prejudices, 
our preconceptions (which are always miscon
ceptions) pass away, as the darkness passes before 
the light. From Him we learn to love and to 
obey the truth. 

He had told them again and again that death 
;i,waited Jlim, but they had not believed, Now 
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He calls Himself the Life. The happy fellowship 
of the past three years was not to end in disaster. 
He would pluck life out of the jaws of death, not 
for Himself only, but also for them. His is not 
the life that escapes death ; it is the life that 
encounters death and triumphs over it. He would 
"bow to the grave, destroy it so, and death by 
dying" slay. He had come that they might have 
abundant life, the life that fears not death, 
knowing it to be a defeated foe. 

The Father is not known until He is seen in 
Christ, nor is Christ known until the Father is 
seen in Him. Christ is the Way, and by walking· 
with Him we are in fellowship with the Father, 
and not only so, for He tells us that the Father 
and the Son will come unto, and make their abode 
with, such as love Him and keep His Word. 

He is the Way and we enter upon it by faith; 
He is the Truth, and we continue in the love of 
it; He is the Life and we wait for His manifesta
tion. Where once we wandered. in the wilder
ness, now our feet have found the Way; where 
once we lived in the lie and loved it, now we are 
learning to love the Truth; where once we were 
dead through our trespasses and sins, now. we 
have been born into eternal life and look for the 
day when "what is mortal may be swallowed up 
of life." 

He is the true and living Way, for His is the 
way of sacrifice. Through the veil, that is to say, 
His flesh, He opened up a new way, dedicated 
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a freshly slain (so literally) and living way, into 
the presence of God. As He entered into the 
Holy place, the immediate presence of God, on 
the ground of His sacrifice of Himself, so we also 
enter "by the blood of Jesus" (Heh. 10. 19, 20). 

There are 

Two Secrets of Successful Rule 

the first is obedience, the second service; but 
the princes of this world, and the elders of the 
churches, have erred where they sought obedience 
and service instead of rendering them. Yet the 
secret is an open· one ; the Romans had a 
saying, that he that knows not how to obey will 
never know how to rule. The centurion of 
Matthew 8. 5-13 declared that the reason he 
was obeyed in the discharge of the duties pertain
ing to his office, was that he obeyed those who 
were over him in the discharge of theirs. From 
this he drew the deduction that the Lord was 
obeyed by the unseen enemies of men--disease, 
demons, and the like-because He obeyed the 
One who had sent Him. The insight of this 
Gentile, the result of his faith, was a comfort to 
the Lord and drew forth His emphatic approval. 
King Edward the Eighth, reflecting on his new 
responsibilities, recalled his motto as Prince of 
Wales and declared his purpose to make service 
to the people the guiding principle of his reign. 
The Anointed King, who is to wield the sceptre 
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of universal dominion, to rule as well as to reign, 
declared, in the days of His flesh, that He had 
come not to be served but to serve, not to get but 
to give (Matt. 20. 25-28). His will to serve was 
abundantly manifested as "He went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
Devil," and, in the Upper Room, in the washing 
of His disciples' feet (Acts 10. 38; Heb. 5. 7; 
John 13). 

In the old creation God ruled from a throne 
based on righteousness and judgment (Psa. 97. 
2). In the new creation the Throne of God 
has become the Throne of God and of the Lamb. 
The Son reigns in it, as He must ultimately 
reign universally, because of the Cross. Sacri
fice is the law of the new creation; the Lamb, 
its symbol. He came to do the will of God, 
and to this end took upon Himself the form of 
a servant, and this not merely the outward pose 
and aspect of service, the spirit of service was in 
His heart. A body was prepl\red for Him that 
in it He might become obedient even wlien obedi
ence demanded the death from which He recoiled; 
it was enough that His Father had given Him 
commandment. That "cup of trembling" which 
was properly ours, was the cup the Father had 
given Him; should He not drink it? In this also 
He was serving His people, for their burden of 
sin was beyond their strength, and, but that He 
"His own self bare our sins in His body upon 
the tree," that burden had carried us away from 
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the presence of God for ever. (Heh. 10. 5-9 ; 
Phil. 2. 8; John 10. 17, 18; 18. 11; 1 Pet. 
2. 24.) 

During the forty days that intervened between 
His resurrection and His ascension, the interests 
of the disciples, and, beyond them, the interests 
of all that should afterwards believe through 
their testimony, were plainly near to the heart 
of the Lord. He dried the mourning Mary's 
tears. He ministered restoring grace to Peter. 
He relieved the perplexity of His devoted follower 
Thomas. He confirmed the faith of "above five 
hundred brethren at once." (John 20. 13-16, 24, 
25; 1 Cor. 15. 5, 6.) To one of His appearances 
(the third, John tells us) considerable space is de
voted. Peter announced his intention to go a 
fishing, and the others theirs to go with him. Are 
they to be condemned for this? At least the Lord 

. did not pronounce judgment upon them; 

Should we not respect His Silence ? 

"Who art thou that judgest the servant of 
another? To his own lord he standeth or 
falleth. Yea, he shall be made to stand; 
for the Lord hath power to make him stand." 
Too readily we forget that God has corn-

. mitted all judgment to the Son, and where He 
has not spoken we have neither the competence 
nor the authority to supply what He has with
held (Rom. 14. 4 ; John 5. 22) . Moreover, 
an unsuspected danger may lurk here. The 
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sacerdotal systems hold as fundamental that 
"once a priest always a priest," and those 
Christians who cannot find authority in the New 
Testament for any priesthood, save that into 
which all believers have been brought through 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, may be 
tempted to assume that to return to a secular 
calling after a period devoted exclusively to the 
preaching of the Gospel, is necessarily a mark of 
spiritual declension. But there is no reason to 
suppose that the Apostle's spiritual life was on. 
a lower level when he made tents with Aquila 
and Priscilla at Corinth, reasoning· with and 
attempting to persuade the Jews on the Sabbath 
days, than it was when he moved from place to 
place with the Good Tidings. 

The morning broke on seven weary, hungry, 
and disappointed men. As they drew near to 
the shore they were hailed by One Who fnight 
well have been a fellow-craftsman with know
ledge of the whereabouts of a shoal of fish. At 
His suggestion they cast the net once more. The 
result amazed them ; th't! net was full of great 
fish. This was enough for John ; in the Stranger 
he recognised the Lord. Peter, with an impetu
osity as characteristic of him as was intuition of 
John, reacted to the suggestion, and, impatient 
of the slower method of the dinghy, swims and 
scrambles to the shore and to the feet of the 
Lord. Once more He has met the necessities of 
the disciples by crowning a night of fruitless toil 
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with an abundant harvest, so changing their dis
appointment into joy. 

Nor was this the only service rendered to them 
by the Risen Lord. They were cold, too, and 
hungry, and behold, a fire awaited them, and a 
breakfast in preparation at which He waited while 
they were eating. We must not suppose a miracle 
here; the Almighty is economical in the use of 
His resources. There is no record that He 
ever put forth His power to accomplish what lay 
within the ability of men. The resources of God 
are not available to the indolent. Only when we 
are at the end of ourselves does He intervene . 
Our extremity is His opportunity. At the grave 
of Lazarus one word of the Lord would have done 
all that needed to be done, but that word was not 
spoken. To roll away the stone that covered the 
mouth of the tomb, and to unloose the shroudings 
of the dead, lay within the power of those who 
stood by, and what they could do they must. The 
Lord alone could speak the life-giving word.* 

Should it cross our minds that there is some
thing derogatory to the Lord in the suggestion 
that He "rose up early" to anticipate the needs 
of the disciples, we may reflect on how far we 
have left the Divine ideal in our thoughts of 
service. On the night of His betrayal, with 
evident reference to the washing of their feet, 

*Eight miracles are recorded by John; seven of these 
were wrought before the Resurrection, one (the draught 
of fishes) after. The number is suggestive; to add a 
ninth would destroy the symmetry of the Gospel. 
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He said, "I am in the midst of you as the ser
vant" (ho diakonos, Luke 22. 26). It cannot 
but be an honour to any disciples to earn and 
to bear a title the Lord has made His own. As 
labourers in the Gospel, Paul and Timothy 
were "bondservants of Christ Jesus," indeed; 
but no less so are those whose calling in life is 
"the trivial round, the common task," and 
who find "room to deny themselves" in the 
discharge of 

The Common Duties of Everyday Life 

(E ph . 6. 5 , 6; Phil. I. I ) . It falls to the lot of not a 
few Christian people to rise ear Jier than the rest of 
the household, to light the fire and to cook the 
breakfast for others. It is easy to succumb to the 
temptation to think of such service as drudgery 
only, and to begin the day with a resentful mind, 
willing to be served but reluctant to' serve, for
getting the words of the Lord, "the _Son of man 
came not to be served, but to serve" (Mark 
10. 45). The day that begins under the shadow 
of resentment promises to deepen in darkness 
throughout its length. The day that begins with 
remembrance of how the Lord, solely under 
the constraint of His love, Himself lighted a fire 
and cooked a breakfast, will be lightened with 
the joy of the Lord until the evening falls. This 
contact with Him, this avenue opened up to 
fellowship with Him, is the peculiar privilege of 
the many who, serving in the comparative 
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obscurity of the home, meet the daily and prosaic 
needs of others as He did by the Galilean Sea. 

Moreover, once and again God had spoken of 
Himself as daily "rising up early" to send His 
messengers to Israel, and Messiah recounts that 
"morning by morning" He Who sent Him 
wakened His "ear to hear as they that are 
taught," in order to give Him "a word in season 

. to sustain him that is weary" (2 Chron . 
36. 15; Isa. 50. 4). So the Lord also "rose 
up early" to meet the needs, temporal and 
spiritual, of a few of "His own." Thus the 
Father and the Son together and in grace draw 
near to us that we may get to know, through 
the homely metaphor of 'rising early' the com
plete willingness of God to serve His people by 
meeting their necessities in all their variety, 
excluding nothing that "pertains unto life and 
godliness" (2 Pet. 1 . 3) . 

When at last they realised that the Lord was 
indeed about to leave them, consternation struck 
the hearts of the disciples. Where would He go 
and why? The Father's House was His imme
diate destination, and His purpose, however, 
manifold, however many ends it might serve, 
had this among them, He would go to prepare 
a place for them there. It was, says the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, "as a forerunner" 
that "Jesus entered for us within the veil." This, 
again, is the servant's work, the courier in 
advance making ready for the family following 
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after him. He "entered into Heaven itself, now 
to appear before the face of God for us," where 
"He ever liveth to inake intercession for us" 
(Heh. 6. 20; 7. 25 ; 9. 24) . 

Provision has been made in the Spirit and the 
Word of God, that the Christian "may not sin," 
yet we are still in the flesh and there is always 
the possibility that through lack of vigilance, or 
through self-will, one may be "overtaken in a 
trespass," and for this contingency also, provision 
has been made. "If any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous" (Gal. 6. 1; 1 John 2. 1). Thus, on 
the Throne of the Majesty on High, He continues 
still to meet the necessities of His people. "Let 
us therefore draw near with boldness unto the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, 
and may find grace to help us in time of need" 
(Heh. 4. 16). 

The mystery of Divine grace does not end here. 
In one of several parables spoken concerning 
the future, the Lord likened His people to-a house
hold, the head of which was absent at a marriage 
feast. "Be ye yourselves, " He exhorts, "like 
unto men looking for their lord, when he shall 
return .... Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when He cometh shall find watching: 
verily I say unto you, that He shall gird Himself, 
and make them sit down to meat, and shall come 
and serve them" (Luke 12. 36, 37). Here the 
climax is reached and comment would be vain. 
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To us glory and humility, rule and service, seem 
irreconcilable, but that is because we are still 
blinded by sin. To Him who dwells in un
approachable light there are no incongruous per
fections; in Him there is only harmony unflawed. 
These also are among the all things reconciled 
in Christ, headed up in Him, "that in all things 
He might have the pre-eminence" (Eph. 1 . 10; 
Col. 1. 18). 
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