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THE FALL: 
FICTION-OR FACT? 

Canon W. E. Barnes* has attained notoriety not by 
uttering " the everlasting yea " but by the easier way of 
the categorical negative. ' Thoughtful men,' he told the 
British Association at Cardiff, 1921, could no longer 
accept the Biblical account of the Fall of man, or indeed, 
admit that there ever was such a Fall at all. Who are 
these ' thoughtful men ' 1 · are they a modern product 1 
Was Luther a ' thoughtful man,' or Augustine, or Paul, 
or John-or Christ 1 One is left wondering. It was 
before the same Association that Tyndall delivered his 
" Belfast Address" in 1874, and once more hearts have 
been set a-fluttering, tongues a-wagging, and pens 
a-scribbling. The Canon is hailed as a discoverer, a 
pioneer of heroic mould. Has Drummond's " Ascent of 
Man" been forgotten 1 It is not the modern theory of 
evolution that has forced men to repudiate the Fall as 
something new evidence shows to be mistaken in fact. 
The denial of any fall of man has always been made ; 
in our time it is made on new grounds, that is all the 
difference. ' Modern science,' runs the modern catch
word, makes it impossible for thoughtful men to accept 

*Now Anglican Bishop of Birmingham. 
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the story of the Fall.' But really thoughtful men will 
think for themselves and will remember that the denial of 
the Fall is not modem at all. From the outset Pagan 
philosophy came into conflict with Divine revelation at 
this point. Thoughtful men will find themselves asking 
how the present conditions of human life came about. If 
there never was a Fall then it follows that man is as God 
made him, that God gave him the heart out of which, the 
Lord Jesus declared (Mark 7. 21-23), every evil thing 
proceeds. If, let it be said with reverence to His Holy 
Name, God could make nothing better than man as we 
know him, what hope is there for the human race 1 But 
if God made man in His image, and if man used his high 
gifts in despite of his Creator, thus bringing disaster upon 
himself, then at least there is hope that God may find a 
way to rescue him from the ruin himself has wrought. 
Ages ago a certain wise woman summed up the matter in 
words preserved in the Old Lamp (2 Sam., xiv. 14), " We 
must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again ; neither doth God 
take away life, but deviseth means, that he thap is banished 
be not an outcast from Him." That the Lo!'d Jesus 
accepted as history the story recorded in Gen. iii. is clear, 
for He spoke of men as sick (did God create them sick 1 or 
did a sick stock evolve them 1 and if so at what point in 
the process did they become sick, morally, of course 1) 
and needing a physician ; as straying sheep after whom 
the Shepherd must needs come" to seek and to save that 
which was lost " ; as slaves in a bondage so sore that they 
could not be freed save by the surrender of His own life. 
U the Lord was mistaken in His diagnosis of the disease, 
is it likelf that He could be right in His prescription 1 
Yet there is no other can effect a cure, for " While we 



FICTION-OR FACT 1 5 

were yet sinners Christ died for us." Had there been no 
Fall then had there been no need of an atoning death. On 
that hypothesis Christ died in vain. 

SEEING AND THINKING. 
The faculties of the mind are two-fold, perceptive and 

reflective. In individuals now one, now th~ other 
predominates. Where they approximate to equal pro
portions the individual is said to be well-balanced, to 
have sound judgment. Perception takes cognisance of 
facts ; reflection attempts to account for facts and to 
ascertain their significance. Canon Barnes appeals to 
' thoughtful ' men and tells us that no ' thoughtful ' 
person can any longer accept the proposition that man is a 
fallen being. Of course, we all desire to be considered 
'thoughtful'; thoughtfulness is neighbour to wisdom; 
their reputation is good even if they be a trifle irksome to 
live w~. On the other hand Mr. G. K. Chesterton is an 
observant man, as we have long known. In these men 
perception and reflection are at issue. Mr. Chesterton 
declares that " no one can walk down the street without 
seeing that man is a fallen creature." The order of 
quotation is not the order of utterance, M.r. Chesterton is 
not countering the Canon. He is reflecting, indepen
dently of current controversy, on what he has perceived 
as he moves about among men. The Canon is compelled, 
not by scientific fact, but, which is quite a different matter, 
by a transient phase of metaphysical theory, of which 
fear of the contempt of the intellectu'als have made him 
the victim. The facts of every day life in the world of 
men and women are plain to all. What can a thoughtful 
man make of them other than to acknowledge the sound
ness of Mr. Chesterton's conclusion, which is none the less 
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sound that it was also the judgment of those sober and 
experienced. men, the Apostles. 

THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION. 

Paul, in his closing days, wrote to his junior contem
porary, Timothy, regarding the revelation that God had 
committed to men, and which he call;; " the Beautiful 
Deposit," that he is to guard it against all comers and at 
whatever cost. Now the Canon is among those who 
claim, with some emphasis, not to say arroganc~, to be in 
what they call "the Apostolic Succession." Yet how 
profound the difference between the Canon and his pre
decessors. For not only did the Apostles believe the 
Biblical account of the Fall to be historical, the fallen 
condition of men is one of the major pre-suppositions o! 
their recorded speeches and of their writings. In most of 
his letters the Apostle Paul refers to the narrative of 
Genesis 1-3, and that not merely by way of literary 
allusion to adorn his style, fiis concern is with the sub
stance of the record. The Fall is axiomatic with him. 
Refuse him his axiom and his argument has no long.er any 
relation to life. In his exposition of the philosophy of the 
Gospel, incorporated in his letter to the Roman Christians, 
he accounts for the presence of sin in the world by the 
primal disobedience of Adam. Here are some of his 
words, they will be found in the latter part of Chapter 
;Five, "Adam's transgression"; "by the trespass of one 
~dam) the many (his descendants) died"; "by the 
1'spass of the one (Adam) death reigned." Then he 
~s that "as through one trespass the judgment came 
~~n&ll men to condemnation; even so through one act 
0 t;i@.teousness the free gift came unto all men to justifi-
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cation of life." (Verse 18). This "one act of righteous
ness," whereby alone men are saved, is the atoning Death 
of the Lord Jesus on the Cross. If then there were, in 
fact, no such act of disobedience, no such trespass, what 
need, or room, is there for the one redemptive act of 
Christ 1 

This successor of the Apostles has put his vigorous axe 
to the root of the tree of Evangelical Christianity, a tree 
which they planted and watered at the cost of their lives. 
It may, or it may not, be right and wise for a man to seek 
ordination to its ministry of "the Church of England as 
by law established," but when once the vows involved 
have been made there can be no doubt in the m!nd of 
any honest man as to the obligation to keep them. At 
a solemn moment, presumably after due consideration of 
the issues involved, the Canon undertook "with all 
faithful diligence, to banish and drive away all erroneous 
and strange doctrines contrary to God's word." It is 
clear, b.Qwever, that in repudiating the doctrine of the 
special creation of man, and of his Fall from innocence, 
Canon Barnes fails alike to maintain truth and to resist 
error, according to the standard of truth and error to 
which he himself, being of mature years, deliberately 
subscribed. Had he been in the succession of the Apostles 
when his conscience forbad him to discharge the obliga
tions of his ordination vows, he would surely have done as 
they did who suffered the loss of all things, even life itself, 
rather than be disloyal to the light they had received. 
Alas, it seems that, after all, he is in the succession, not 
of the Apostles but of Adam. In the enjoyment of the 
emoluments of office the duties of which are no longer 
possible to him, he is a living witness to the fact that man 
is a fallen creature. 
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This same Apostle Paul, whose teaching is so lightly 
set aside by his "successors," had some prescience of the 
inevitable course of events. After charging Timothy to 
guard and to defend "the Beautiful Deposit," "the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints," as another of the New 
Testament writers terms it (Jude), he urges him to_ turn 
"away from the profane babblings and oppositions of the 
knowledge which is falsely so called." It was his habit 
you perceive, albeit a courteous and tactful man, to 'call 
a spade a spade ' ; the issue is altogether too grave for 
smooth words. In every age man must choose between 
the ideas current in his own day and the immutable 
revelation of the mind of God concerning Himself and 
His creatures. And by his choice he must abide. Now it 
is quite readily granted, or rather this writer must insist, 
that belief in the Fall of man is not a means of, neither 
is it a qualification for, salvation. The sole condition 
upon which salvation is offered to men is that they 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, Who died to make their 
salvation possible. But if a man refuses the testimony of 
history and experience that he is one of a fallen race, why 
should he seek to be saved? Why turn to a Saviour of 
Whom he has no need ? The Lord Jesus came to seek 
and to save that which is lost, that which is fallen. But 
if man, in fact, be not fallen at all, neither lost, what a 
vain errand to come to find or to save him ! The point is 
as vital to-day as it has always been. Christianity is a 
religion of hope for fallen creatures. If man be not fallen 
~en Christianity is built upon a delusion, and to " flee 
&am the wrath to come " is to be fearful of a danger that 
does not exist. 

The presumed conflict between 
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SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE 
is perennial, it has gone on ever since science (the capital 
may be dropped) was born. "Presumed conflict," for 
in fact never yet has battle been joined between the Bible 
and knowledge, which is Anglo-Saxon for science. Their 
interpreters have fought, and, it may be admitted freely, 
so long as religion had a ' secular arm ' it dealt not over 
scrupulously with the eager clamour of the few for truth. 
Then the scientific person usually assumed that finality had 
been reached and nothing less would meet t,he case than 
that the Bible should be discarded as a convicted imposter, 
a pious fraud. Modesty of manner, the outward ex
pression of humility of mind, has not ordinarily charac
terised the protagonists on either side. And yet only to 
the humble in mind are the real secrets revealed. God 
is no more the God of the Bible than He is of nature. 
Both Books own His authorship. 

One used to be concerned for the Bible in those far 
away days when the battle waged hotly against the 
avowedly,..infidel protagonists of the doctrine now main
tained by the Canon. Then, of course, one was on the 
side of the angels, but looking back upon the conflict 
there is cause for thankfulness that it never has been 
possible to establish the accordance of the Bible with 

· science. For scientific theory is speedily antiquated by 
the march of discovery and the wider co-ordination of 
facts. If the Bible had been in demonstrable consistence 
with scientific theory at any period, then it would have 
became antiquated with that theory. The scientific 
theories of to-day will probably follow those of thirty years 
ago, of twenty, of ten years ago, to the scrap heap. The 
Bible remains, and will remain, but now, as always, speak
ing with its own voice in its own way, delivering its own 
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eternal message to men, whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear. The truth is the Bible is the one 
perennially fresh Book in the world. It was given for 
this purpose, Paul told Timothy, that 'the man of God 
might be up-to-date.' The man who allows his mind 
to be informed and moulded thereby need never fear to 
fall behind the times. Rather he will be ahead of them. 
The Bible is not merely a volume of writings produced 
centuries, millenniums ago. It is a living message for 
every age. Always there is new light breaking out of the 
Scriptures .. It was to them the Lord Jesus referred when 
He said that " man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 
And the Bible is read to purpose only when the reader 
listens for the voice of God therein. 

LOOK AND SEE. 

How ignorant of the Bible men are, even those who 
flout it most peremptorily. rt is dismissed on hearsay. 
And even its professed exponents -are often careless in 
their statements of its contents. For example, it is not 
uncommon to hear the Bible story of the creation of the 
world in six days, discussed. Few take the trouble to 
ascertain what the Bible actually says on any subject, and 
so never discover that it does not anywhere state that the 
world was created in six, or any other number of days. 
What it does say perhaps the interested reader will see for 
himself. 

OUT OF NOTHING, NOTHING COMES. 

A well-known journalist, after recording the complaint 
of Sir Harry Johnston that there are certain " journalists 
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who still believe that the world was created in six days ,. 
makes the opposite remark that" he (Sir Harry Johnston) 
has overlooked the fact that the important feature of the 
old six-days theory was not the belief that the world was 
made in six days, but that it was God Who made it in 
six days." He is right; emphasis counts everywhere 
save in mathematics. Still accuracy is a desideratum, 
not only in mathematics but also in reading the Bible. 
Because the Bible is old, and because it makes its appeal 
not merely to the expert few but to hoi polloi, the multi
tude, therefore the intellectuals, real and pretended, 
assume that it may be read anyhow. It is not written 
anyhow, but with meticulous care, and only as it is read 
with corresponding attention does it yield its meaning to 
teachable minds. 

To go back to the assertion that the Bible never in any 
place states that the world was created in six days. 
Creation is an act, not a process. The opening words of 
the Book o,L Genesis run : " In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth," that is to say, in the beginning 
of the heaven and the earth it was God Who created them. 
Now to create is not to 'make out of nothing,' for out of 
nothing, nothing can be made ; but it is to call into 
existence that which previous to the utterance of the fiat 
did not exist. So the Psalmist elaborates the historian : 

"By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made; 
And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth. 

" For He spake, and it was done ; 
He commanded, and it stood fast." 

(Ps. xxxiii., 6, 9.) 

This, then, is the Biblical account of the origin of the 
Universe. God does not produce inchoate matter and 
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proceed to give that matter form. God's power is 
adequate to the immediate accomplishment of His 
purposes. Then something happened in the Universe 
thus created ; what we are not told, for to satisfy 
curiosity, however legitimate, is no part of the purpose of 
the Bible. There are hints however. Soon after the 
creation of man a malignant being is seen at work. 
Whence came he 1 Paul speaks of the " condemnation " 
and of the " snare " of the Devil. Did " Lucifer, son of 
the morning," fall by pride, and did his rebellion against 
His Creator involve the pre-Adamite earth in ruin 1 
Here dogmatism would be foolish. But clearly the earth 
of Genesis 1. 2 is a chaos, "waste and void," in contrast 
with that of verse 1, which, being the direct product of 
the Divine energy directed by the Divine wisdon, must, 
from its beginning, have been perfectly adapted to its en!f. 
For, as the dust on the wing of the butterfly, and the 
symmetry of the diatom testify, perfection is the mark of 
all the works of God. What ages and what tragic 
history lie hidden between· the declaration of the origin of 
the earth and the description of its chaotic condition in 
the succeeding verse there is no means of discovering. 
God's silences are not to be penetrated. Bun in the 
second verse God begins to re-make the ruins into a 
cosmos, a habitable earth for the dwelling-place of a new 
race. What follows then, is not " an old theory of a 
six-days creation" but the story of a re-making presented 
in six scenes. And whether the days were periods of 
years, or whether they are to be understood literally, need 
not concern us greatly, though to be sure the first im
pression is that alternating periods of light and darkness 
are intended. And hence it is that the Biblical language 
is, " in six days the J,,ord made heaven and earth, the sea 
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and all that in them is." Which, of course, is quite a 
different thing from creating them in that, or any other, 
period of time. 

THE LINE OF APPROACH. 
We really must attempt to discover the right line of 

approach to this account of the origin of things. Many 
cosmogonies have been handed down from ancient times 
in many lands. There is one feature that differentiates 
the First chapter of Genesis from all the rest. Not one 
of them can be read without a smile, a tribute to the 
absurdity, the naivete, the puerility of the story. The 
machinery creaks all the time. Now, however, men may 
treat the Bible, and what between neglect and attack it is 
treated badly as a rule, no one ever thought of smiling at 
the Bible account of the Creation and restoration of the 
earth. Dispute its truth if you will, at least, you cannot 
but acknowledge that it is altogether worthy of its 
subject. There is no exaggeration here, no violence done 
to common-sense; no straining after effect, but just a 
simple story, quite harmonious with itself and with the 
world in which we live, and accordant with scientific facts, 
though not necessarily with scientific theory. How came 
it to be written, and for whom was it intended ? With
out answers to these questions we must be thwarted in our 
attempts to find the right line of approach. The claim 
is that it was writte_n by one Moses, a man who was 
esteemed competent in the Egyptian schools of learning 
in his own day. But he was not an Egyptian, albeit he 
had, in a most romantic way, become a member of the 
Royal Household of Egypt. By birth he was a Hebrew, 
one of a nation of slaves that for some hundreds of years 
had lived, or existed, under the heel of the Egyptians. 
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They were, however, the people chosen of God for this 
service to humanity, that from them the universal 
Deliverer should come into the world. In furtherance 
of His design for them, God had brought them into Egypt, 
and had raised up Moses to lead them out of it into another 
land. It was for this newly-delivered nation, that for 
centuries had lived in terror of their taskmasters and of 
the gods they worshipped, that Moses wrote. And so, of 
course, the audience in view was not at all the pundits of 
these days, but a people to whom God had shown Himself 
to be real and powerful, for He had wrought for them a 
great deliverance. The purpose of the writer was to lead 
this beforetime multitude of abjects, spiritless and hope
less, to a better knowledge of the One True God Whose 
witnesses to the world they were thereafter to be. Observe, 
then, the device to aid the· memory of the illitera:t,e 
Hebrews. On the first day light is called for and appears. 
On the fourth day the sun, the moon and the stars shine 
in the firmament. On the second day the clouds are 
separated from the waters of the ocean. On the fifth day 
the air is peopled by birds, the sea by fish. On ~he third 
day the dry land is separated from the waters. On the 
sixth day appear the animals and man. Thus, the sh: 
days are really three pairs of days, and so the more easily 
to be remembered. Not scientific in the modern sense, 
perhaps, but then this was not written for modern 
scientists, but for men who had very different needs. 
And whereas each successive age has denounced Moses 
for his failure to coxrespond to the current theories of the 
biologist or the geologist, these have in turn been promptly 
repudiated each by the age that succeeded it. Alone the 
Bible has not changed its front, nor has needed to. 
Science has done so, :°-ot once nor twice ; it is changing 
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before our eyes. Dalton's atomic theory has gone. The 
discovery of the electron, and Einstein's theory of rela
tivity have thrown Newtonian gravitation into doubt. 
Our claim for the Bible is that the science of to-day has 
vindicated it to this extent, that it has antiquated the 
science of yesterday. We may be sure then that the 
science of to-morrow will vindicate it against the science 
of to-day. 

THE NEW CREATION, AND THE WAY INTO IT .. 

Enough, however, on this fascinating subject for the 
present. The message came at first to a people for whom 
God had wrought a great deliverance. And it is so still. 
The Bible addresses itself to men who can say," It is God 
that said, Light shall shine out of darkness. Who 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." (2 Cor. iv., 
6). For, "if any man is in Christ," that is, if any man 
commits himself to Christ, " there is a new creation : the 
old things are passed away; behold, new things have 
come to be." And the new creation is not less real, not 
less marvellous than the old. Happy they who, in the 
simple confidence of children, pass into it by the way of 
the new birth. From all other eyes it is hidden, on tlie 
testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself, "I thank Thee, 0 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide 
these things from the wise and understanding, and didst 
reveal them unto babes." 
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