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DECLINE IN THE 
PRAYER MEETING. 

~f HE prayer meeting has been 
i°.h well called the " pulse " of 
~ the Lord's work. Find out 

what life there is in the prayer 
meeting, and you will have a won
derfully correct idea of what life 
there is among the saints in that 
quarter. If we want to know 
whereabouts we are as a company 
of believers, all that is needed is 
to ask the question, "Is the prayer 
meeting flourishing?" The prayer 
meeting, we know, is not" popular." 
It never has been popular, and 
never will be, simply because there 
is so little about it to attract worldly-
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minded believers. Attempts have 
been made to make the prayer 
meeting attractive by always having 
some gifted speaker there to deliver 
an address. But, even from these 
quarters, there comes the sad con
fession that, if it was not for the 
address, the believers would not 
turn out! Indeed, the prayer 
meeting has fallen upon evil times 
in this "cloudy and dark day" 
(Ezek. xxxiv. 12). You will get 
saints to go almost anywhere, ex
cept to the prayer meeting. The 
great difficulty seems now to be to 
get believers to pray. We know 
it is possible to pray although you 
are not at the prayer meeting. But, 
at the same time, if you are one 
given to secret prayer, you will 
have all the greater desire to meet 
with your brethren for collective 
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prayer. The terrible lack of appe
tite for the prayer meeting is surely 
enough to cause some of us to 
stand still and ask, What is the 
cause of this? Many saints have 
got so accustomed to it, that a 
prayer meeting of ten, out of a 
gathering of seventy, does not seem 
out of the way in their eyes. Others 
again look on the prayer meeting 
as on(y the pra_yer meeting; and 
their faces are never to be seen 
there for months at a time; while 
the worst of it all is, that they do 
not seem at all troubled about it. 
Now, we believe in going right 
down to the root of a matter, and 
finding out the cause of it, and 
then calling it by its right name. 
And, when we sit down to consider 
the meagre attendances at th'.! 
prayer meetings in almost every 
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quarter, we come to the conclusion 
that something is wrong. Spirz'lua/ 
declension z's gozngon. The believer 
who has no heart for the prayer 
meeting is certainly not in a pros
perous condition. Is it not written 
that "they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another"? ( Mai. 
iii. 16 ). Is it not written that 
where two or three are gathered 
in the Name of the Lord, He is in 
the midst? (Matt. xvi ii. 2 o ). Is 
there not a special promise if even 
" two o.f you shall agree on earth 
as touching anything that they shall 
ask"? (Matt. xviii. 19). Are we 
not enjoined not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together? 
(Heb. x, 25). From these and 
kindred scriptures is it not clearly 
a divine arrangement that we should 
come together for prayer? And, 
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when the Lord's people do come 
together for prayer, why are we 
not there ? Let the question be 
answered candidly. The most 
common excuse is, '' I havn't time
I am so busy." Quite possible, 
dear brother, at a time that may 
happen. But there is such a 
thing as f'lanning your time. Do 
you sit down and plan and arrange 
so as to manage the prayer meet
ing? If so, it is clear you are at 
the prayer meeting in spirit; and, 
if yon are not there in body, it is 
not your fault. But if the absentees 
were giving a straightforward 
answer, we fear the most of them 
would say, like a dear brother we 
know, "The truth is, I have got 
into a cold state, and I have not 
the desire for the prayer meeting 
that I should have." This is 
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honest. There is little hope of a 
man who conceals his disease. 
But there is hope of a brother who 
candidly admits why he is not witb 
the two or three calling on the 
name of the Lord. The simple 
truth is, that the lack of heart for 
the prayer meeting betrays a lack 
of heart for Him who is there in 
the midst. What other conclusion 
can be come to ? Do not our 
highest spiritual instincts teach Ui 

to come together to call on the 
name of the Lord ? Is not the 
prayer meeting abundantly estab
lished by scriptural precept and 
example? Then, if we are enjoying
the Lord in the closet, shall we 
not desire to enjoy Him at the 
prayer meeting? We need not 
doubt it for a moment. But that 
is the root of the matter-enj(ij'ing 



8 Decline in tke Prayer Meeting. 

Jhe Lord in the closet. That is 
where the declension has com
menced. A gospel incident tells 
-0f an unsaved young man who was 
asked to shut himself up in his 
room for a quarter of an hour alone 
with God. But he could not bear 
to be so long "alone with God." 
Yet one cannot doubt that there 
are many believers who would find, 
and do find, it about as irksome 
to be shut up for a quarter of an 
hour alone with their heavenly 
Father. To such believers the 
prayer meeting may prove an 
attraction, if there is sufficient 
attraction about it far lhem
namel y, a chairman's address and 
attractive singing, with everything 
well arranged, and none of those 
trying "silences" while waiting 
in the presence of God. But, 
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beloved, we need none of these 
attractions. The Lord Jesus is 
there-the despised and rejected 
One. He is the attraction. Faith 
sees Him in the midst: faith hears 
His voice: faith perceives His 
goings forth. It matters not who 
is at the meeting, or who is not 
there, while He is there, to meet 
whom we have come. Some brother 
may have a word which he has got 
from the Lord, or there may not 
be any "word." But it matters 
not to us-the Master is there. 
There may be very few there; but 
He is there, and we are satisfied. 
And did we ever seek His face in 
vain? Ah, no I We have proved 
the truth of the little hymn which 
says, 
" And oft escaped the tempter's snare, 

By thy return, sweet hour of prayer." 
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Beloved, let us value the prayer 
meeting. If our desire for it is 
waxing faint, let us take the matter 
into the secret place before God 
and ask Him to put us right with 
Himself. We feel assured that 
many saints are missing untold 
blessing, by neglecting this coming 
together to wait on God; while we 
are no less assured that many 
fainting ones have renewed their 
strength, and mounted up with 
wings as eagles, through meeting 
with their God at the hour of 
prayer. Fain would we have it so 
dear to us that we could say, 

"Fain would I linger here, 
Hour of prayer so sweet ; 

Perfect love, expelling fear
Thus at His feet 

I wait-I wait: 
Fain would I linger here." 



SHORT PRAYERS. 

"~~ Y ND Elisha prayed and said, 
~JA. Lord, I pray Thee, open 

0i.., his eyes that he may see" 
(2 Kings vi. 17). Elisha came to 
the point at once. He asked God 
for what he wanted, and then he 
stopped. This might give us a 
hint in the way of praying -
especially public prayer, for we 
never met with one who require(I 
a hint to shorten his private prayer. 
But, in praying along with our 
brethren, we should just do what 
Elisha did : ask llze Lord for wlzat 
we wan/ and tlzen stop. Long, 
dreary, general prayers for every
thing, have no countenance from 
the Word of God ; and the only 
effect they seem to have is to make 
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believers drowsy. It has been re, 
marked that the prayers recorded 
in Scripture are all short; and 
when long prayers are referred to 
in God's Word, it is certainly not 
in the way of commendation (Matt. 
xxiii. 14). If we are led by the 
Spirit, it will be in accordance 
with the Word; and our prayers 
will bear some sort of resemblance 
to the prayers recorded in Scrip
ture. Look at Asa's prayer for 
instance (z Chron. xiv. 11). A 
single verse takes it all in. Then 
there is Paul's prayer concerning 
the Ephesian believers (Eph.) iii. 
14). Some dear brethren seem to 
think that a prayer is not a prayer 
unless they pray for everything 
they could think of. If you were 
to go up to one of such dear 
brethren, after a long general 
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prayer, and say, "What was that 
you were praying for?" he could 
not tell you! He had been asking 
the Lord for so many things, that 
he really could not remember the 
half of what he had been asking. 
We all know that this is the case. 
although it should not be. In 
such circumstances, how can the 
brother "watch" for the answer
or rather the many answers-to his 
prayer? But the remedy is simple. 
It is just to cry to God for what
ever things you are burdened 
about. It may be only one thing, 
or two things. Very well. Ask 
God for that one thing, or these 
two things. Tell the Lord what 
you want, and then stop, as Elisha 
did. But do not pretend to be 
burdened about a thing, if you 
are not burdened at all about it. 



U Short Pnz;,ers. 

A little honesty in this matter, and 
a little plain dealing with God 
when we come together, would 
drive the formality out of many a 
prayer meeting. Then younger 
brethren would feel constrained to 
put in their requests too ; and, 
from every corner of the prayer 
meeting, you would hear short 
pointed prayers going up to God, 
yea, and moving " the arm that 
moves the univ~rse." And a word 
here to you, younger brethren. 
Don't be afraid to cry out to the 
Lord in the prayer meeting. In 
earthly families, when the little 
,children beg-in to speak, it is a 
source of joy to the whole family. 
And so it is in the Church. Older 
brethren are greatly refreshed when 
this brother and that brother begin 
to open their mouths in the prayer 
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meeting. You have the same 
boldness as they have to enter into 
the holiest. So do not make any 
excuses. "Open thy mouth wide," 
says the Lord, "and I will fill it" 
(Psa. lxxxi. , o ). But let none of 
us forget that we are to lift up holy 
hands (1 Tim. ii. 8). It is only 
then that prayer can be with a good 
conscience, and that we can comply 
with the injunction to pray in /lie 
Holy Ghost (Jude 20). 
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