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THE GOLDEN BELLS AND THE 
GOLDEN CROWN 

THE FINE LINEN DRA.WERS 

"THE WORD BECAME FLESH" 

"And if with eyes defiled and dim 
We see the signs but see not Him, 
0 let Thy love the scales displace 
And bid us see Him face to face." 

C. H. SPURGEON. 

THE order we propose following in our brief 
examination of the dress of Aaron, Israel's High 
Priest, is not that in which the various pieces 
were ordered by God, and made by man
which is that given in Exodus--but that in 
which they were put upon him by his brother 
Moses, as described in Leviticus viii. 

As we take up the garments one by one, and 
examine them, we shall see them to be shadows 
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of which our Lord Jesus Christ is the living 
eternal substance. In this way, we shall be able 
to trace Him from glory to glory : or, in other 
words, through incarnation-the Word becoming 
flesh-through life, death, resurrection, and ascen
sion ; and also .see Him engaged in the Holiest 
of All as the High Priest of our confession. 

And though our spiritual sight at best may 
indeed be dim, yet, thank God, we may through 
these shadowy garments of Israel's chief priest 
see not a little of the beauty and majesty of our 
Holy Lord. 

All such glimpses as are obtainable through 
such shadowy mediums should but beget within 
us a deeper longing of spirit to see Him as He 
is. To gaze upon His matchless beauty and thus 
become increasingly like Him. Thank God the 
day nears when we shall no longer look into a 
mirror and see Him dimly as we do now, but 
shall see " Him face to face " ; 

"Then we shall see His lovely face, 
And ever be in His embrace." 

In Exodus xxviii. 42, 43, we read as follows 
concerning the drawers : " And thou shalt make 
them linen breeches to cover their nakedness, 
from the loins even unto the thighs they shall 
reach : And they shall be upon Aaron and upon 

• 
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his sons when they come in unto the tabernacle 
of the congregation, or when they come near 
unto the altar to minister in the holy place, that 
they bear not iniquity, and die : It shall be 
a statute for ever unto him and his seed after 
him." 

The drawers, which were of"fine twined linen" 
(Exodus xxxix. 28), was the first of three pieces 
forming Aaron's personal dress ; and was made to 
" cover the flesh of his nakedness " as he served 
God in the court of the Tabernacle, the holy place 
or the most holy. It has been suggested that 
he wore this piece on certain stated occasions 
only, such as are mentioned in Leviticus vi. 10 

and Leviticus xvi. 4. But this is, we believe, 
a mistake, for these passages suggest that on 
such occasions he did not wear his o.ffici'al dress. 
He had to wear the drawers on all occasions; 
and if he had entered upon service without them 
he would have been courting instant death. 

Aaron, the called of God, as thus covered; 
stands forth as a picture . of the Son of Man ; 
first by way of contrast, and second by way of 
resemblance. There was no evil principle or 
thing in the Lord which needed concealment. 
Sinless and perfect was He, within and without. 
It is so different with man, even when redeemed 

,, .. Google 
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and regenerated. For in him there still abides 
that sin-depraved principle called in Holy Scrip
sure "the flesh," an organised thing, hence the 
"body of flesh." Its n·ature is described as '' the 
body of sin," and its end as the " body of this 
death.'' 

That such a principle of evil abides in all the 
saved is without question ; as the most devoted 
and godly know to their oft shame and sorrow. 
When it is allowed to act, it mars communion 
with God, and hinders in His holy service. 

In Aaron putting on and wearing the drawers, 
we see in figure the Son of God becoming man, 
Son of Man. The divine Eternal Word becom
ing flesh ; clothing Himself with that which was 
divinely and essentially pure. Perfect and sin
less was that which He as Son of God took, 
when He became Son of Man. 

In this, then, and the two following garments 
we are taught to "Consider the Apostle," the 
Sent One : sent from the glory and from God, 
whilst in the remaining official pieces of the 
high priest's dress we may see Him as the 
4 ' High Priest of our profession," Hebrews iii. I. 

In the former we trace Him as coming from 
God, whilst in the latter we see Him as having 
gone to and remaining with God. 



THE CHEQUER-WORKED COAT 

"JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS" 

"Awake then, heir of glory and of light, 
Cast off the unbecoming weeds of night; 
Put on thy priestly robes of triune hue, 
Perfect in beauty-purple, scarlet, blue. 
The snowy vest of righteousness is made 
To fit thee well: then let it be displayed, 
For thou art called in holiness and truth 
To follow Him who from His earliest youth 
Unto the end was never stained with sin, 
Holy without and pure of heart within." 

A. W. P. STRONG. 

GOD commanded Moses, saying : "And thou 
shalt embroider the coat of fine linen " 
(Exodus xxviii. 39). When Moses had had 
all things made according to the divine pattern 
(Exodus xxxix. 27), and Aaron stood to be 
clothed, we read : " And he [Moses] put upon 
him the coat" (Leviticus viii. 7). This inner
most garment but one is called in the R.V. 
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"The coat of chequer-work" ; it was therefore 
evidently made in a sort of damask pattern. It 
was of one material : fine linen, of one piece 
woven in the loom, and of one colour, white. It 
covered the body of the High Priest, reaching 
from his neck down to his feet. 

This white robe has a voice which speaks to 
us of "the Lord our Righteousness," who in in
carnation "put on righteousness as a breast
plate." It tells of something we may learn of 
the Lord in His spotless righteousness before 
God and man. On earth He displayed at all 
times and under every varied circumstance a 
perfect righteousness. His enemies themselves 
-some of them openly, all of them secretly
were in effect compelled to say, "Truly this is a 
righteous man." He is the same still: "Jesus 
Christ the Righteous" is the title He wears as 
the Advocate with the Father (1 John ii. 1). In 
righteousness He acts, as well as in grace, in 
restoring the failing, and confessing sons of God. 
We, too, are reminded of His coming again' 
as the Righteous Judge when He will judge 
the world in righteousness. When by judg
ment He has removed every rebel against His 
authority He shall reign a King in righteousness 
(Isaiah xxxii. 1). 
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Thus in the white robe do we see the Lord 
the righteous one : what was, He is, and will 
for ever be. 'Tis blessed to know that all who 
have repented and believed on Him are also in 
Him, and are thus righteous before God. He is 
their righteousness, meeting all the requirements 
and claims of God's nature and throne. In 
Him they are beyond the reach of judgment, 
saved with an "eternal salvation." And those 
who have not believed on Him are still in their 
sins, and exposed to the wrath of God. What 
a contrast I 



THE TRI-COLOURED GIRDLE 

"THY HOLY SERVANT, JESUS" 

THE third of the seven garments worn by the 
high priest was the many-coloured girdle. The 
command given to Moses was : " Thou shalt 
make the girdle of needlework" (Exodus xxviii. 
39), which command he had executed, for he 
had made " a girdle of fine twined Hnen, and 
blue and purple, and scarlet, of needlework " 
(Exodus xxxix. 29). This piece was for the 
girding of his loins while serving in the 
sanctuary. 

He, Aaron, was Jehovah's servant on behalf 
of Israel, and as such was an appointed type of 
God's" Holy Servant Jesus" (Acts iv. 27, 30, 
R.V.). In him, the girdle-wearing priest, we see 
the Holy Servant in His past, present, and 
future services. Here we see Him in the past as 
the faithful unwearied servant of God. He was 
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God's servant to men who illy requited that 
service. "I am among you as one that serveth," 
said He to His disciples ; and on the night 
before He suffered He gave them a striking 
example of His servant character. In girding 
Himself with a towel and washing the feet of 
His followers, He truly took the servant's place~ 
a place He had taken from the beginning, for 
His whole life was the life of a perfect servant. 

On the occasion ref erred to, the sight of the 
towel-girded Master washing the feet of His 
followers left an impression on the mind of one 
of them, Peter, which was never effaced. The 
lesson he then learnt, twenty-seven years after 
or more, he sought to impress upon others, to 
whom he wrote, as we may see from his words, 
'' Likewise ye younger, be subject unto the 
elder ; Yea, all of you gz'rd yourselves witlt 
humiNty to serve one another" ( I Peter v. 5, R.V. ). 

How beautiful it is to see the younger in a 
family, or in the church, submitting in grace to 
the elder, when such have the mind of Christ t 
It is suited to the age, inexperience, and cha
racter of the young, to be in subjection to their 
elders. It is also beautiful in all to be girded 
with humility, humbleness of mind, and Christ
like, out of love "to serve one another." 
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If among those who profess to be followers of 
the meek and lowly One, we find such things as 
pride, self-pleasing, and insubjection, in place of 
things lovely and divine in their origin, we would 
do well to conclude that He, as an Exemplar, 
had not been before the mind. His example 
as the servant of His Father, if kept, in the 
power of faith and the spirit, before the mind 
of the saved, would be death to all pride and 
self-pleasing. The Christian is ever in danger 
from the proud, self-seeking spirit of the age; 
and needs to be specially watchful lest he be 
ensnared thereby. We must not forget that 
Aaron was also, when girded to serve, a type of 
the great High Priest in His service as the 
" Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 
tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not 
man" (Hebrews viii. 2). 

He is doing the will of God in heaven to-day 
as fully and as perfectly as He did on the 
earth. His service there is on behalf of His 
chosen ones, and is for their present and final 
salvation. 

The causes for such service as He is engaged 
in on their behalf lie in themselves and their 
surroundings, in sin, in the world, and Satan. 
Their danger is constant, but His service on 
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their behalf is unceasing ; they are " saved by 
His life." " Because I live ye shall live also," 
are His words to His people of to-day as much 
as to those to whom they were at first spoken
words full of strength and comfort. Later on, 
when examining the breast-plate, we shall have 
more to say upon his present service " within 
the vail." 

In Aaron wearing the tri-coloured girdle we 
have also something suggestive of the Lord's 
service in the future, " when righteousness shall 
be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of His reins" (Isaiah xi. 4, 5). 

In the' coming Kingdom on the earth, under 
His sway, the will of God will be done by Him 
as perfectly as it is now being done in heaven. 
He will even then, in His glorious reign, be 
serving His Father God. 

The colours of the girdle, blue, purple, and 
scarlet, will come up for examination in our 
remarks upon the Ephod ; and therefore we 
make no further reference to them now. 

n 



THE ROBE ALL OF BLUE 

"THE SECOND MAN THE LORD FROM HEAVEN" 

" Put on the robe of blue 
Humility, fair dress of heavenly hue; 
Arrayed in this, thou more and more shalt be 
A transcript of the One who died for thee." 

A. W. P. STRONG. 

AND thou shalt make the robe of the ephod 
all of blue. And it shall have a hole for the 
head in the midst thereof: it shall have a 
binding of woven work round about the hole of 
it, as it were the hole of a coat of mail, that it 
be not rent" (Exodus xxviii. 31, 32, R.V). 
Moses, after putting the drawers, coat, and girdle 
upon his brother Aaron, next put on him" The 
Robe" (Leviticus viii. 7). It was made of one 
material only-fine linen ; and was of one piece, 
woven in the loom, and therefore like the seam
less robe belonging to our Lord for which the 
soldiers cast lot. This robe was strengthened at 
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the neck arid armholes by a binding of woven 
work, so as to render it untearable in those 
places. It was also of one colour-not like the 
girdle beneath it, of colours blue, purple, and 
scarlet, but of blue alone : "all of blue." 

The distinctive name given to this garment 
was derived from the piece worn over it, the 
Ephod, hence it was called '' the robe of the 
Ephod." 

The colour of the garment is the thing we 
intend selecting for our meditation-a colour 
which in Scripture is associated with the heavens. 
For example, the sapphire stone is of a lovely 
azure colour, and is frequently in a symbolical 
way connected with that which is heavenly. 
When Moses went up Mount Sinai to meet 
Jehovah, he saw under the feet of the Holy One 
the likeness of" a paved work of a sapphire stone, 
and as it were the body of heaven in its clear
ness" (Exodus xxiv. 9, 10). In like manner, in 
the visions of God given to Ezekiel, he saw ''the 
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a 
sapphire stone " (Ezekiel i. 26). Then, again, 
he saw" a sapphire stone as the appearance of 
the likeness of a throne " {Ezekiel x. I). This 
stone is but once mentioned in the New Testa
ment, where it is seen as forming the second of 
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the twelve foundations of the Heavenly J eru
salem (Revelations xxi. 19). Blue stone is thus 
connected with the heavens, and is therefore the 
heavenly colour. The robe of the Ephod being 
entirely of the same colour would point us 
heavenward in order to find out its typical 
teaching. 

The sky-coloured robe worn by Israel's High 
Priest enfolds and also unfolds something of our 
Lord as the Man "from Heaven." He is 
heavenly in His origin and descent. He came 
from God, out of heaven to earth, that He 
might teach heavenly things (John iii. 12, 13), 
and manifest heavenly ways. In one sense He 
was ever in heaven whilst on the earth, hence 
He could say, " The Son of Man who is in 
heaven." He was one with His Father in 
heaven-one in nature, being, mind, will, and 
purpose. On earth he lived a perfectly heavenly 
life: a life which glorified God in all things. It 
was that heavenly life of His which condemned 
the earthly sensual lives of those around Him, 
and which at last led to His rejection and death. 

Just as truth condemns falsehood, righteous
ness makes manifest unrighteousness, holiness 
reveals sin in its true character, on the same 
principle the Heavenliness of our Lord's life 
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made manifest the opposite in men, who in rage 
cried out : "It is not fit that He should live." 

While we may see in the robe of blue a 
foreshadowing of Christ on the earth doing His 
Father's will, we may also see something of 
Him as He sits in the heavens to-day. "De
spised and rejected of men" on earth, He was 
received up into heaven, and sits on t11e throne 
of the Majesty on high, with all authority there 
in His hand. He will not ever remain there: 
He will leave his place of exaltation and present 
service and will return for the "called, chosen 
and faithful " ones. On the day of His. coming 
again they will " be like Him" and will thus be 
all blue-robe wearers. To-day the chosen ones 
"bear the image of the earthy Adam. Physi
cally and morally they are like him ; but when 
the Lord returns they will " also bear the image 
of the Heavenly" (I Corinthians xv. 49). They 
will be like Him : like Him, the "Second Man 
the Lord from Heaven" (1 Corinthians xv. 47). 
This promised, hoped for conformation will not 
be confined to the body in resurrection or 
change (Philippians iii. 21), but will, we believe, 
extend itself to the entire being. The saved 
will then, physically, morally, and spiritually, 
be conformed to the image of the Son of Man 
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(1 Thessalonians v. 23). The beauty and glory 
of that image which the redeemed will bear 
is utterly beyond our present comprehension. 
Concerning it they can only say: " It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be 
like Him; for we shall see Him as He is'' 
(1 John iii. 2). 

Then wil_l all those secret longings of spirit, 
. common to the saved of all generations for 
perfect accord to the divine will, and a moral 
and spiritual likeness to the Lord, be fully 
realised. They shall then be satisfied when 
they awake in His likeness. May grace be 
given to all who bear His holy name, to ante
date that day when all shall wear the robe of 
blue! 



.. 

THE GOLDEN BELLS 

"MY BELOVED SON" 

"And · beneath upon the hem [hems] of it thou 
shalt make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and 
of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells 
of gold between them round about : a golden bell 
and a pomegranate ..•. And it shall be upon 
Aaron to minister : and his sound shall be heard 
when he goeth in unto the holy place ~fore the 
Lord, and when he cometh out that he die not."
Exooos xxviii. 33-35. 

THERE was much fine gold upon the dress of 
the high priest ; but the bells were all that the 
robe of blue had upon it of the precious 
metal. Neither the exact shape or the number 
of the bells upon the robe are known. Some 
strange ideas have beep advanced as to the 
reason of those bells being attached to the 
robe, such as that they were worn on the 
Great Day of Atonement by Aaron as he 
entered into the holiest of all to sprinkle the 
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bloodJ of the sin offering upon the mercy-seat, 
that they might jY their sound make known 
to the expectant people without that the priest 
lived ! That such is an assumption will be seen 
at once if the fact be remembered that the high 
priest never entered the holiest of all dressed in 
the u garments for glory and for beauty," but 
only in the special dress provided for that 
purpose (see Leviticus xvi.). 

The object of those bells being upon the robe 
of blue is not left to speculation, but is clearly 
stated in these words : " His sound shall be 
heard when he goeth in unto the holy place 
before the Lord, and when he cometh out that 
!te die not." It is evident that, had Aaron 
attempted even to have entered the holy place 
without the bell-fringed robe, he would have 
courted instant death. Those bells, then, were 
upon the robe in order to teach Aaron how to 
walk before God, whom he served, and therefore 
to give character to his walk and service in the 
sanctuary. 

Would not the sounds the golden bells gave 
forth as he went about ministering at the golden 
altar, the lampstand, and shrewbread table 
declare the character of his footsteps, and thus 
his state of mind in relation to the holiness of. 
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God and the reverence due to Him ? We think 
so, and therefore believe that he would walk • carefully and reverently; that he would not 
rush excitedly into nor out from the presence of 
Jehovah, but would " walk softly," as became 
a true servant of God. 

The bells _of gold had, we need hardly say, 
a fulfilment in the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was everywhere and always the 
perfectly reverent One. In speaking to His 
Father what perfect reverence He displayed l 
In giving Him titles He never went beyond 
" Father," " Holy Father," " Righteous Father," 
or " My God." 

In speaking of Him it was just the same : 
" My Father, and your Father ; my God, and 
your God," was the limit He allowed Himself. 
When reading from or opening up the Scrip
tures, "grace was poured into His lips." Even 
in reproving sin, denouncing hypocrisy, or fore
telling judgment, He did all in the utmost 
reverence; for never man spake as He did. 
In those things He set His people an example 
which it is their privilege and profit to follow. 

Ought not God's people of this age-age of 
grace though it be-be ~reful of the manner 
in which they speak of God, to Him, and for 
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Him ? Loud speaking, irreverent attitudes, and 
lightly handling holy things should be far from 
them. 

In addressing God, lightness of manner, fami
liarity of expression, and sentimental terms 
should be avoided at any cost. Those who 
know God-His nature, His character, and His 
claims upon them for utmost reverence-will 
surely give heed to the injunction : "Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be 
hasty to utter anything before God ; for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore let 
thy words be few" (Eccl. v. 2). 

Awe of God and His Holy Word is, we fear, 
sadly lacking among many who are undoubtedly 
Christians; and perhaps as much so among 
those (who, if we judge by their words) claim 
to have reached ecclesiastical perfection. How
ever near to the will of God (outwardly) the 
position may be which any occupy, it can be 
no guarantee against irreverence in speech, in 
service, or worship. God is Holy and cannot 
compound with impiety by giving His blessing 
to that which sets on one side the "honour due 
to His holy name." May all have daily " grace 
whereby they may serve God acceptably, with 



THE GOLDEN CROWN 27 

reverence and godly fear : for our God is a 
consuming fire" (Hebrews xii. 28, 29). 

The bells of gold had also a partial fulfilment 
in our Lord after His ascension to the right 
hand of God, as heard in the present testimony, 
" the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God" [R.V.]. The heavenly, divine 
sound is going forth more loudly and widely 
than ever, calling upon the millions of earth's 
weary, sin-stricken sons and daughters to receive 
rest and salvation. 

The type of the golden bells will be complete 
when the Lord returns to bless Israel and the 
nations. 



THE POMEGRANATES 

"FROM ME IS THY FRUIT FOUND" 

"And they made upon the hem [hems] of the robe 
pomegranates, of blue and purple and scarlet, and 
twined linen."-Exooos xxxix. 24. 

ROUND about the hems of the robe of blue, 
and alternating with the bells of gold, were fine 
linen tassels in colours, blue, purple, and scarlet; 
in shape like the fruit of the pomegranate-tree. 
That the Israelites had knowledge of this fruit 
while they were in Egypt is evident, for it was 
among those which they longed for when in the 
wilderness (Numbers xx. 5). The pomegranate 
is mentioned some thirty-two times in the Scrip
tures, and is classed with the fig, grape, and olive. 
It is a chosen symbol of fruitfulness, of fruitful
ness in the highest degree. The imitation of 
the fruit of .the pomegranate was placed upon 
one of the hems of the robe, not as a mere 

• 
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ornament, but as designed to teach lessons to 
Aaron and to Israel of God's claims upon them 
for fruitfulness, and also to point them forward 
to the Great High Priest " filled with the fruits 
of righteousness.'' 

When Aaron robed himself with the garment 
of blue, the tassels would remind him of God's 
will concerning him ; how He willed that he 

· should bear spiritual fruit in his life, service, 
and worship. How far he succeeded in re
sponding to the will of his God we know not. 

That they were also a witness to the nation 
is, we think, clear. It was God's desire it 
should bear fruit, but alas ! in spite of all He 
did to render it fruitful, it remained barren, as 
is evident from such Scriptures as Psalm lxxx., 
Isaiah v., Luke xx., and Romans xi. 

The high priest, wearing the fruit-adorned 
robe, foreshadowed Him in whom all the will 
and desire of God were perfectly satisfied-the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord while on the earth found no aid 
from His surroundings : for all around Him were 
nothing but barrenness and sterility; yet He 
was ever the fragrant and fruitful One. Abun
dant and sweet was the fruit which came from 
His sinless person and holy life. Never a fruit-
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less day did He pass, no, not one hour, one 
moment. Yet more abundant far, and more 
precious (if possible) to God is that which He 
has borne since He perfected Redemption 
O ohn xii. 24). The saved ones are His "fruit," 
the outcome of His death and resurrection ; and 
undoubtedly that fruit will be much more in the 
end than most have imagined. True Christians 
even are so limited in their knowledge of the 
present work of the Holy Spirit in the world, 
and so apt to become narrowed in heart and 
mind through sectarian and other influences that 
they fail to see very much of the existing fruit 
of the Lord's death and resurrection. 

The saved, then, are the fruit of the Lord's 
death, resurrection, and saving power. They 
are in union to Him by the Holy Spirit, and 
may in turn bear fruit-the fruit of the Spirit.· 
"Love, joy, and peace," which would answer to 
the blue of the pomegranate, it being connected 
with the spirit of the saved. " Long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness," which would correspond 
with the purple colour, being fruit from the soul. 
"Faith" (fidelity), meekness, and temperance" 
(self-control) being analogous to the scarlet, and 
is from the body (Gal. v. 22, 23). 

What possibilities for fruit-bearing lie in 
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union to the Lord Jesus Christ and possession 
of His Spirit! Oh, to be "filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ 
unto the glory and praise of God" (Philip
pians i. I 1). 



THE EPHOD; 
OR, 

"THE SON OF GOD" AND "THE SON OF MAN" 

"And he made the Ephod of gold, blue and purple 
and scarlet and fine twined linen. And they did 
beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the purple, and in the 
scarlet, and in the fine linen, with cunning work."
Exonos xxxix. 2, 3. 

IN the enumeration and description of the High 
Priestly garments the Ephod stands first ; it was 
the first described and the first to be made. It 
was made of two materials-fine gold and fine 
linen. The production of two kingdoms-the 
mineral and the vegetable. In it therefore two 
kingdoms met : the one did not overshadow the 
other, neither did the one absorb the other ; 
though separate in their nature they were united 
together, forming one garment according to the 
wisdom and purpose of God. 
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Dim-sighted indeed we must be if we in this 
cunningly made garment can see nothing of our 
God-Man High Priest. In Him there is that 
which answers to the fine linen and fine gold. 
In His holy person there are two natures, sepa
rate yet united, the one divine corresponding to 
the gold and the other human, answering to the 
linen. 

There are many scenes depicted in the gospels, 
in the life of the Lord, in which we have most 
striking proofs .of His manhood and Godhead. 
Four only of the most prominent will we refer 
to. On that day of Parables (Matthew xiii., 
Mark iv.), when at last, wearied with much 
teaching, as Man, He sought rest in a boat, 
sleeping in subjection to the laws of God upon 
body and mind ; but it was as God He said to 
the wind and sea, " Peace, be still." They 
instantly obeying the voice of their Creator, the 
result was a" great calm." 

It was as Man He experienced weariness, 
hunger, and thirst, that day by Sychar's well ; 
and as such He said to the woman, "Give me 
to drink." But as God He created spiritual 
thirst in her soul, and He then bestowed upon 
her the "Gift of God," the Water of Life 
(John_iv. 10, 14). 

C 
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As Man : As an Israelite, he submitted to pay 
the temple-tax demanded by the rulers of the 
people; while in the power of His Godhead He 
sent His disciple to the lake shore where a 
miracle was wrought to procure the necessary 
money. His knowledge and power both proved 
Him to be the Son of God (Matthew xvii. 24-
27). 

As He stood by the grave of Lazarus, His 
tender sympathetic human heart was so deeply 
touched that He wept: "Jesus wept." Yet as 
Son of God He had power over the spirit-world, 
and called Lazarus back again to the body. In 
response to the command, " Lazarus, come 
forth," he lived. "The Weeper was Man, but 
the Worker was God." 

Looked at thus, the four gospels will be seen 
to b~ a repository full of the clearest proofs of 
the absolute Godhead and perfect sinless Man
hood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



BLUE, PURPLE, AND SCARLET 
OR, 

"SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY" 

TwENTY-PIVE times over in the Book of Exodus 
alone do we read of "blue, purple, and scarlet." 
The order is never changed in the slightest 
degree. Man would never have thought of so 
rigidly maintaining this order. The colours 
were used in the gate, door, veil, and tent of the 
Tabernacle, the girdles of Aaron and his sons; 
and the following garments of the high priest 
-girdle, Ephod, Ephod band, hem of the robe 
of blue, and the breastplate. 

The material dyed these colours being fine 
linen we must seek for the mystical antitype in 
the humanity of Him who was "God manifested 
in the flesh." 

The material and colours of the veil were the 
same as the Ephod (gold being excepted), which. 
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veil was a chosen type of the flesh-humanity of 
Christ, " The veil, which is to say, His flesh " 
(Hebrews x. 19, 20). And as His humanity 
consisted of spirit, soul, and body-unfallen, 
undepraved, sinless-we may reasonably and 
reverently take it for granted that the three 
colours of the veil were shadows of His spirit, 
soul, and body. That being so, much light is 
thrown upon the meaning of the colours of the 
Ephod. We reverently submit it as our belief 
that in the "blue" we may see-be it but dimly 
-the spirit in which He suffered and " sighed 
deeply " in the days of His flesh. In the 
"purple," the secondary colour, His holy soul, 
which was sore troubled in prospect of Calvary, 
at which it was "poured out." And in the 
"scarlet" that body which was nailed to the 

. tree of shame and curse, but is now glorified : 
that body memoralised in the bread of His 
Supper. · 

'' The cunningly woven band of the Ephod " 
(Exodus xxviii. 8, xxix. 5 R.V.), was of the same 
material and colours. It was not a girdle proper 
like the one beneath the robe of blue. Its use 
was to bind the Ephod (back and front) together, 
at the waist of the High Priest, and also to assist 
in securing the breastplate at its lower side. The 
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colours would embody, enfold, and unfold the 
same truths as the Ephod ; while in the use this 
piece was put to we may possibly have a shadow 
of the unchanged and unchanging nature of our 
God-Man High Priest. Though He is beyond 
a time-state and a tear-condition He is as full of 
love, sympathy and compassion as when on 
earth. And though exalted higher than the 
highest heaven, He is-in sympathy and suc
couring grace-with His people who are here 
and full of need. 

" Though upon the throne above, 
Still the self-same heart is His, 
Full of tenderness and love, 
Waiting still to aid and bless, 
Still may every needy one 
Find a friend in God's dear Son." 

We might possibly seek in vain in times of 
need for sympathetic words and kindly deeds 
from fellow-Christians, but never, never in vain 
can we seek them from Him. His resources 
can never ·be exhausted, His love never be 
chilled, neither can His compassions fail 



THE ONYX STONES; 
OR, 

NATIONAL AND SPIRITUAL SONSHIP 

EXODUS xxviii. g--12; XXXV. g--27; xxxix. 6, 7. 

THE shoulder-pieces were made of the same 
materials as the Ephod ; and the colours were 
the same, blue, purple, and scarlet. They were 
used to bind the back and front pieces of the 
Ephod together, just as did the cunningly woven 
band at the waist. 

Upon them, firmly set in sockets of gold, 
were two onyx stones, engraven with the names 
of Israel's tribes-six of their names on one 
stone, and six on the other. The order in 
which they appeared on the stones was the 
birth order. Reuben would therefore be the 
first, and Naphtali the last on the one, and Gad 
and Benjamin the first and the last on the other. 

On the shoulders of the High Priest did 
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Israel thus appear in their natural and national 
sonship. The tribes had one common origin, 
Israel was their progenitor ; yet the . nation 
occupied before Jehovah a place of national son
ship ; for it was foreordained and redeemed to 
possess a son's place before Him. 

The divine purpose found expression in 
Jehovah's words to Moses, when He sent him to 
Pharaoh saying, " Thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my 
first-born ; and I say unto thee, Let my son go, 
that he may serve Me; and if thou refuse to let 
him go, behold I will slay thy son, even thy 
first-born" (Exodus iv. 21-23). 

Pharaoh and his people refused to let Israel
God's Son nationally-leave Egypt, and so 
"He smote all the first-born in their land: the 
chief of all their strength " (Psalm cv. 36). 

He then by His arm of power saved them 
from the hand of the hater, redeemed them 
from their strong enemy, and gave them the 
" adoption " (Psalm cvi. IO; Romans ix. 4). 
Aaron was charged with the responsibility of 
bearing before Jehovah Israel His Son. He 
thus stood forth as a type of the High Priest of 
our confession, charged with the responsibility of 
bringing many sons unto glory. Such as are 
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the sons of God have become His in a fourfold 
way. First, by the fore ordination (Ephesians 
i. 3-5). It was a purpose of His as ancient as 
Himself to have sons with Him in eternity. 
Not one will share eternal glory, but was fore• 
ordained to do so before the foundation of the 
world. Second, by redemption. When the ful• 
ness of the time had come and His purposes 
were ripe for redemption, then He sent forth His 
son to redeem by price, the "election according 
to grace " (Galatians iv. 7). Third, by birth: a 
birth from above (John i. I 2, 13 ; iii. 5 ; I John 
v. 1), a birth which gives a son's nature as well 
as a son's place : a nature fitted for the place. 
The Holy Spirit wh" imparts this nature bears 
witness to the divine relationship which he thus 
creates (Romans viii. I 5, 16). 

Fourth, by faith (John i. I 2, 13 ; Galatians iii. 
26; 1 John v. 1). Some would make this last 
first; with such, faith would seem to be every. 
thing. God presents a saving object-Christ. 
The spirit reveals Him in all His attractive 
loveliness to the heart through the Word, and 
faith is the spiritual product ; the natural result 
so to speak. Thus faith is always of the "opera
tion of God." 

The present and eternal security of the sons 
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He has in this fourfold way obtained is "laid 
upon one that is mighty," who will in spite of 
all their foes be able at last to say to His Father, 
"none of them is lost." For no foe can take one 
of them from His Almighty shoulders. .Even 
the cruel ecclesiastical surgeon with his sharp 
knife can never "cut off" one from thence, 
however much he may be permitted to employ 
it here in separating godly souls from the·" sect " 
of which he is an incarnation, simply because 
they cannot respond to some carnal test, or 
utter some " Shibboleth." 

Israel's sons differed in many ways; each had 
his own individuality, but they were alike in 
being representatively upon the heart and 
shoulders of Aaron. So it is with the sons of 
God spiritually. They differ, yet they are alike 
in this-they are represented in the same Lord 
who stands before the face of His Father and 
theirs as their perfect representative. 



THE URIM AND THE THUMMIN 

"THE ONE MEDIATOH." 

'"And thou shalt put in [upon] the breastplate of 
judgment [Estimation] the Urim and the Thummim; 
and they shall be upon Aaron's he~rt, when he 
goeth in before the Lord : and Aaron shall bear the 
judgment of the children of Israel, upon his heart 
before the Lord continually. "-Exoous xxviii. 30. 

" And he put the breastplate upon him : also he 
put in [upon] the breastplate the Urim and Thum
mim. "-LEVITICUS viii. 8. 

BY far the most important piece of the " gar
ments for glory and for beauty" was the breast
plate with its adjuncts. In materials and 
colours it was exactly like the Ephod to which 
it was attached. The breastplate proper was 
therefore a piece of cloth of gold, blue, purple, 
and scarlet. It 'was twenty inches in length and 
ten in width, a "span" being ten inches of our 
measurement. It was doubled, thus forming a 
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square of ten inches, which doubling was simply 
to give it strength to bear its weight of gold and 
wealth of stones. It was fastened to the Ephod 
with rings and chains of pure gold, and upon rt 
were placed in settings of the same metal the 
U rim and Thummim. These two words are 
Hebrew for "Lights" and '' Perfections." The 
twelve precious stones themselves were the 
Urim and Thummim, the lights and perfections 
of the earth. 

These two terms were therefore simply collec
tive and descriptive names for the twelve stones 
put upon the breastplate. 

Any 'simple-minded truth-seeker, free from 
the influence, of any of the theories men have 
vainly spun as to what U rim and Thummin were, 
giving himself to a prayerful examination of the 
Scriptures such as the following would soon find 
out that they were simply the twelve stones 
(Numbers xxxii. 21 ; Deuteronomy xxxiii. 8; 
I Samuel xxviii. 6 ; Ezra ii. 63 ; Nehemiah vii. 
65). Lack of space will not permit of giving 
several conclusive proofs for this statement. 

When the stones engraven with the names of 
Israel's tribes were fixed upon the breastplate 
they then became the U rim and Thummin, and 
upon them, upon Aaron's heart the nation was 
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up-borne before Jehovah. It was to the High 
Priest, thus adorned, He communicated His 
mind and will, speaking "from off the Mercy 
~eat" (Judges xxi.; Ezra ii. 63). 

Few indeed, we hope, there are who would 
question that the Lord Jesus stands out as the 
perfect fulfilment of the type of Aaron wearing 
upon his heart the Urim and Thummim. In 
the typical man and his service before God 
for the nation of Israel may be seen in New 
Testament light, the germ of our Lord's pre
sent representative work on behalf of His 
own. 

We may see, in the simple fact that Aaron 
stood between the nation and God, a fore• 
shadowing of the 

MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 

There is "one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the Man Jesus Christ" ( I Timothy 
ii. 5), unto whom all the saved have come 
(Hebrews xii. 24), and in whom they are all 
fitly and fully represented. 

His mediation is based upon His death and 
resurrection. It did not end at His death, but 
simply began at that time; for before he could 
become the " Mediator of the new covenant " 
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He must die and rise again. The blessings of 
the "better covenant" can only be realised 
through a living Mediator in the presence of 
God. 

Springing out of this is His service of 

INTERCESSION. 

It is true He is nowhere in Scripture called an 
Intercessor yet; if He does not bear the title 
He does the work of one, for "He ever liveth 
to make intercession" (Hebrews vii. 25). For 
why? To save His own out of the hand of 
their foes, "that they might serve Him without 
fear in holiness and righteousness before Him 
all the days of their life." The saved are not 
without spiritual foes, who are ever alert to 
deceive and distress, but they have a watchful, 
powerful friend in the Lord Jesus, through whose 
intercession they are safely kept. Hence the 
challenge faith can give : '' Who is he that con
demneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketk £ntercesslon for us " 
(Romans viii. 34). 

As He prayed for Simon Peter so He now 
prays for all who, like Simon, are His (Luke xxii. 
31, 32). 
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THE ADVOCACY 

of Christ is another aspect of His unfinished 
work (John ii. I). 

There is sin in saved and unsaved alike. Sin 
which in the former strives for the mastery, and 
alas ! sometimes even gets it. The result is the 
Holy Spirit's ministry to the heart is inter
rupted ; communion with God for the time 
being suspended; peace and rest are disturbed, 
and weakness is the result. These conditions 
remain until solemn, honest confession has been 
made of the sin which wrought such ruin in the 
heart. It is on confession that the work of the 
Advocate comes in. It is through Him com
munion is restored, lost peace and power are 
regained. Thus is the soul kept from back
sli<;ling, through the unfailing advocacy of "Jesus 
Christ the righteous." 

HIGH PRIESTLY WORK. 

Christ is not only Mediator, Intercessor, 
Advocate, but is also the High Priest of a 
priestly people. '' He is a merciful and faithful 
High Priest" (Hebrews ii. 17). 

The " High Priest of our profession " 
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(Hebrews iii. 1 ), the "great High Priest that 
is' passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God" (Hebrews iv. 14). God called Him into 
this position, for He "glorified not Himself to 
be made an High Priest" (Hebrews v. 5). He 
is exercising His holy functions in the true 
tabernacle before the face of God. "We have 
such an High Priest, who is set on the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
Heavens; a minister of the Sanctuary, and of 
the true Tabernacle which the Lord pitched, 
and not man" (Hebrews viii. I, 2). 

It is through Him alone, the "holy" and 
"royal priesthood'' composed of all the saved 
of this age of grace are able to bring their 
spiritual sacrifices unto God with the certainty 
of acceptance. How varied are these sacrifices! 
Here are some of them : A " broken spirit, a 
contrite heart" (Psalm I. 17). "Thanksgiving," 
doing "good," and "communicating," are also 
sacrifices (Hebrews xiii. I 5, 16). The body of 
the saved when yielded to God becomes a 
"living sacrifice" (Romans xii. I). What scope 
therefore- have the "Kingdom of Priests" in 
offering up " spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5) ?, Even · 
temporal things such as food and clothing when 

,, .. Google 
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by the saved bestowed upon others out of love 
become through the High Priest an "odour of a 
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing 
to God" (Philippians iv. 18). 

The fragrance of His person, and the precious
ness of His work, are added to all, thus offered 
unto God through Him. Therefore upon His 
heart lie all His people, and for them He seeks 
the face of God, and hence they are being saved 
"in His life." They are His Urim and Thum
min. His lights and perfections. As the stones 
upon the breastplate of Aaron were out of the 
earth, " Stars of earth," and were sought for, 
cleansed, cut, polished, engraved, and. placed 
upon the High Priest, even so the saved were 
of the " earth earthy," but were sought for, 

, found, cleansed, polished by divine power, and 
placed upon the heart of the great High Priest 
and brought before ·God. 

The stones of the breastplate differed in 
colour, and each bore a different name, and · 
occupied a different place. So the " living 
stones" differ in age, experience, insight, and 
position in the Church, which is His body, but 
they are all equally represented by the Great 
High Priest, and are equally secure in Him. 

,,,Googk 



THE WHITE MITRE 

"THE HEAD OF CHRIST IS GOD" 

EXODUS xxviii. 4, 6, 37, 39; xxix. 31 ; LEVITICUS 
viii. 9; X, 6 j xxi. IO, 

AARON'S Mitre was a long piece of fine linen 
wound around his head in rough outline like 
the shape of a flower. 

It had to be worn by him all the time of his 
service in the tabernacle ; the penalty for re
moving and uncovering his head when on 
service was death. Even when he stood before 
the remains of his smitten sons he was not 
allowed to uncover his brow (Leviticus x. 16). 

The mitre was not merely a head covering for 
Aaron, but a sign to him ·that God required 
from him complete subjection of mind and will. 
Subjection and God-fearing service are_ insepar
able. Aaron might fail in subjection to the will 
of God, but his Antitype failed not. 

He came into this world in obedience to the 
D 
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will of His Father, and He lived here in perfect 
subjection to it It was His constant delight: 
His meat and drink to do that will. Even now, 
though the angels and authorities and powers 
are subject unto Him, yet He is subject to His 
Father, for "the head of Christ is God." So 
also will He be in the future, as His coming 
reign over the earth will be an expression of the 
will of His Father. Even when His reign over 
the earth has come to an end, He will be 
"subject unto Him that put all things unto Him, 
so that God may be all in all" ( I Corinthians 
xv. 24-28). 

He therefore did, doth, and will ever wear the 
mitre of a subject mind, and He is the pattern 
for the Christian. 

It is not sufficient merely to know the will ot 
God, but it must be done if He is to have satis
faction and joy in His people. There must be 
no gap between "knowing" and "doing." Only 
by being subject in heart and mind can we live 
obediently to His commands. The subject mind 
will lead to an obedient life. It would be well 
if at times we examined the motives prompting 
us to the doing of His holy will. There are 
four principal motives which should actuate us 
in obedience. The first is that He has expressed 
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His will in His word, and has in His mercy put 
it before us. " It is wrt'tten " ought, therefore, 
to be a powerful motive in obeying the will of 
God. 

The second is that He gives blessz'ng to those 
who obey Him. The Lord Himself for the 
"joy that was set before Him endured the cross 
and despised the shame," it can ther.efore be no 
unworthy motive in us if we seek for blessing : 
.spiritual blessing by way of obeying God. Nay, 
it should beckon us onward in the path of lowly 
obedience. 

The third motive should be love. Love to 
Him should be a potent factor: a powerful 
motive working in us unto happy obedience. 
Loveless obedience can 'never be pleasing to God. 
There is the obedience of the slave and the 
obedience of the son. We should seek after the 
latter, not the former. 

The fourth motive is the highest of all, and 
the most powerful-namely, Hi's love to us. To 
live in the constant enjoyment of His love, 
which is changeless and deathless, is to ensure a 
life which pleases Him. Any love we may 
have to Him is borrowed, and is but a reflex of 
His own. 
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" I love my God : but with no love of mine, 
For I have none to give, 

I love Thee, Lord : but all the love is Thine, 
For by Thy love I live, 

I am as nothing, and rejoice to be 
Emptied and lost, and swallowed up in Thee." 

It would not, could not do the Christian any 
harm, to examine · the motives which are 
prompting to the doing of certain things good 
in themselves, for such self-searching might 
possibly lead to the detection of low, selfish, 
and even sordid motives, and thus to a more 
perfect obedience to the holy will of God. 



THE HOLY CROWN 

"HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS' 

"Unworthy is thanksgiving, 
All service stained with sin, 
Except as Thou art living, 
Our Priest to bear it in. 
In very act of worship, 
In every loving deep, 
Our thoughts around Thee centre 
As meeting all our need." 

EXODUS xxviii. 36-38 ; xxxix. 30, 31 ; LEVITICUS viii. g. 

THE material was gold, "fine gold," of which 
there was much on the dress of the high priest. 
From head to foot of the man unalloyed gold 
shone. The dress was not only beautiful but 
also very costly. The " holy crown " was a 
plate, not passing around the head of the man 
in a circle like a diadem, but covering his fore
head only. It was ornamental in form, and was 
attached to the head-dress with a ribbon of blue 
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linen, which was tied behind. Upon it were 
engraven the words, "Holy to the Lord" (R.V.). 

We often read of the "holy garments" for 
Aaron (Exodus· xxviii. 2-4; xxxix. 29 ; xxxv. 
31 ; xi. 13). The crown completed the dress of 
the high priest. 

The term " holy " means separated. The gar
ments and the crown therefore separated Aaron 
unto the Lord on behalf of Israel, the word 
upon the latter proclaimed "the fact." 

Aaron was holy to the Lord, therefore, when 
an Israelite carried his gift, offering, or tithe unto 
the tabernacle, though there might be iniquity or 
perverseness in the man, and consequently in the 
holy thing, yet as soon as Aaron "took the gift" 
the " iniquity " was taken away and the gift 
ar.cepted of Jehovah. 

Aaron was therefore like the altar of burnt 
offering, " most holy " by a seven days' sanctifi
cation, and just as everything which touched the 
former was thereby holy (" the altar sanctifieth 
the gift"), so everything which he handled of 
Israel's gifts became holy to the Lord. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the anti type of the 
crown-wearing priest. He receives from His 
people service, gifts, and worship, and though 
there be defilement upon them because of sin in 
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the givers, yet he purifies them all. He per
fumes and perfects them so that they become 
" spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ " ( I Peter ii. 5). 

Though the sins of the Christian committed 
before salvation are all for ever gone on believ
ing on the Lord Jesus, and sins committed since 
have on confession been forgiven (1 John i. 9), 
there is still the defilement of service and worship 
through indwelling sin. 

While it is a fact that sin as a principle has 
been condemned in the Lord Jesus on the 
cross, and therefore can never condemn the 
saved, it still defiles their offerings. Hence the 
need of one who can stand in the presence of 
God and bear the iniquity of their holy things 
-of service, gifts, and worship. 

He, the Great High Priest, does that, and 
perfectly, all praise to His holy name. Sins all 
gone, sins condemned, polluted holy things 
purified, presented, and accepted, who can con
demn ? Let the ransomed of the Lord rejoice: 
let them sing: let them shout aloud for joy! 
For great is their salvation, but greater still 
their Saviour and Lord. 
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