
THE MERCIES OF GOD. 

RoMANS xii. J. 

John.-Well, Thomas, have you thought much of 
the chapter (John ix.) we last read together? 

Tliomas.-A good deal. Ever since I have seen I 
was a sinner, I have been trying to fl.ee from the wrath 
to coil'le. And, further, we were told last Sunday, that 
we must pray always, with all prayer and supplication, 
till we get the blessing of the pardon of our sins. But 
if I am to believe your vie':", my prayers are sinful, and 
instead of being meritorious, are the sacrifice of folly!. 
Why, in that case, I can do nothing whatever for God. 

John.-Dear Thomas, that is just what the Scrip
tures plainly prove; so that ·it is not right to call it my 
view, but what God states. And although you admit 
that you are in the flesh, not in Christ Jesus, and your 
sins unforgiven, yet you ever have assumed that you 
could please God. It is with this thoughtthat you have 
resorted to prayer. You have trusted that your earnest 
cries for deliverance may be well-pleasing in His eari;. 
But permit me lo ask one question: have you got faith? 

Thomas.-No: it is for this I arh praying; and I 
hope that a few more, who are enquiring, may pray to
gether to this end. 

John.-Have you never read that without faith it is 
impossible to please God? Now, if God says so, what is 
it but sheer unbelief to act as if you could please God' 
without faith ? And this you are now doing. Is it 
pleasing to God, when he says you are without strength, 
to say, in your heart at least," I am not,"and to act ac
cordingly ? Can your prayer in such a state be accep
table to God ? 

Thomas.-_ Indeed, I never saw it in this light- beforey. -
I now see that it was pride, · and the fear of hell, a1,1d-
the like that led me to pray as I haye done. But,_lffia , 
aml todw -- - .r .,, , _ -. 
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Jo/m.-Hear what God has done for sinners : in 
other words, " believe in the Lor,l Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved." 

Jaomas.-N ay : I cannot believe thatl can be saved 
10 easily, 

John.-So easily, Thomas ! Was it easy for God to 
give his only begotten Son? Was it easy for him to 
lay iniquity on Christ ? to see him oppressed and affiic
ted ? to bruise him ? to put him to grief? to forsake 
him ? And read F salms xxii. xl. lxix. and lxxxviii., and 
know that Christ bore that burden and more; and then 
answer, if to save sinners thus were so easy for Christ; 
for the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and 
the counsel of peace was between Them both. 

Thomas.-I was wrong in speaking so ; but you do 
not know what a vile sinner I am. 

John.-N either do you, dear Thomas: but God doee. 
That is my comfort. Would it were yours! The very 
God who alone fully knows all my evil, tells me that the 
blood of Jesus-Christ his Son cleansPth from all sin. 
Believi~g this, I have been and am happy. You do 
not believe, and are unhappy. 

Thomas.-Alas ! it is too true. But you are holy, 
and I am not. 

John.-By the grace qf God I am what I am. But 
did I not go to as great lengths of open wickedness as 
you,-greater indeed ? And when .was it that God 
enabled me to walk as a saint (most feebly I own) and 
to devote myself to his service? Was it not after I 
knew the Lord, ancl saw his Jove and rejoiced in that 
word, that God had made Christ Jesus unto us (i. e. 
who believe) wisdom and righteousness, and sanctifica
tion and redemption. And though I have known much 
more of my need since, yet do I daily learn a.nd adore 
the infinite fulness of his grace. Before that, you knmf' 
how often I made resolves, and that I as of'ten broke 
them. It was my doin,q, and came to nought. 

Thomas.--But doPs not the Apostle beseech us to 
present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, and accep

, table unto God, which · is our l'easonable service ? 
\(Rom. xii. I.) 

\ John.-He does not beseech you, Thomas, because 
you do not believe nor relit upou tl1e merci,8 of God. 
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He beseeches his brethren called of Jesus Christ, helo
ved of God, whose faith was spoken of. (Compare 
Rom.i. and throughout.) Such only he beseeches by 
by the sweet plea of mercies never ending, which they 
already knew in their souls. They knew that they 
were children of God, not by what they had done, or 
could do for God, but by what he had done in and 
by Christ for them: in a word, by faith in Christ Jesus; 
whereas by your own admission, you have been ex
pecting to become God's child, as an answer to what 
you pray and feel. And, after all, is not this simply 
a less gross form of salvation by works ? 

But it is not the mercies of God that you, dead in 
trespasses and sins, must present, your body a living 
sacrifice. This plainly cannot be, unless a dead man 
can give life to himself. Neither is it the mercies of 
God, that you, confessedly an unholy man, must pre
sent your body a holy sacrifice, in order to he saved. 
Can the corrupt tree produce good fruit? Doth a foun
tain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 
And to suppose that you, while still an unbeliever, 
could do that which is acceptable (i. e. well pleasing) 
to God, is to destroy the fundamental principle that 
without faith it is impossible. The truth is, that the 
service here spoken of, is the " reasonable service" of 
those who reckoned themselves dead unto sin, but ali\·e 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord : for it i11 
God's way to save us as sinners, before he asks our 
services aa saints. 

But it is the mercy, infinite mercies! of God. that 
lie gives tlte Victim, needed by him, needed by us. 
In the law, the sinner provided the sacrifice for God. 
In the Gospel (and it is the Gospel which God is send
ing now,) God has provided the sacrifice for the sin
ner. In the law, beH~somewhat of the holiness 
which demands. In tH Gospel, behold the love 
which more than fulfils t at demand. Beliold tlte 
Lamb of God I And as it is grace, God's grace to
wards sinners, which brings such a sacrifice. so you are 
saved the moment you believe ; for by grace are ye 
saved through faith ; and that riot of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should 
boast," (Ephes. ii.) 
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Tliomas.-0, I would give-
John.-Pardon me: there again you llhow that you 

have not yet received the message of God. Do you 
not perceive that you desire to be the giver to God, 
rath<'r than God to be the giver to you? 

One remark more as to what you said respecting 
prayer. Not only are you incapable of real prayer, so 
long as you have not faith(" for how shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed?") but you seem 
to me to put it entirely out of its Scriptural place whe11 
you use it in lieu of the Gospel, for your own conver
sion, or for that of others. Faith cometh by he_arin.(f, 
and hearing by the rvord of God. And God is even 
now sending you one to preach His word to you, meet
ing you in the condition of death in which He declares 
you are. It is all well for believers to pray for a 
blessing from above, not only upon themselves, 
but upon the Gospel preached to sinners : indeed 
it were most sinful if they did not. But your case 
is widely different. It is not a directory of ser
'llice that you need, nor a place of rvorship, but of 
MERCY. And (blessed be his mercies unfailing!) God 
bath sent forth ,I esus-Christ to be a propitiation ( mer
cy-seat) through faith in his blood. (Rom. iii. 25, 26.) 
'fhe question is not what I am, but what God has done 
by Jesus Christ : and His answer is, that if I receive 
His word as to the value of Christ's blood in His sight, 
it is my privilege to know that He justifies me, True, 
he ht5 declared (whatever I may have thought of my
self) that I am ungodly : but he has also declared, 
that to Him that worketh not, but believeth on Him 
thatjusti.fieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 

And I believe both, because like Abraham I belien~ 
God. "Now it was no~· tten for ~ sake alone, 
that it was imputed to hi · butfor us,also, to mhom 
it shall be imputed, if 1Ve elieve on ltim, that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead: 1Vho rvas dclirered 
for our offences, and rvas i·aised againfo1' our just/fi· 
cation." '(Hom. iv. ~l-25.) 

lt.. Go.UST, Pri11ter and JJookseller, 00, Q"ce2 S}l.·eet, 
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