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RATIONALISM.

HE subject that is to occupy out attention to-night is
rationalism. This is a word that signifies the accept-
ance of, or belief in, nothing more than what can be

accounted for by our reason ; nothingthat thenatural faculty
of the mind, by itself, is not able to apprehend. It is the
exact opposite of faith. It says: “I will believe what I can
see. I will believe what I can grasp with my natural under-
standing, but I will go no further.” Looking at this subject
as one of the especial characteristics of the last days, I pro-
pose to base my remarks on a Scripture in the second
epistle of Peter, 3rd chapter, 8th verse: “But, beloved, be
not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” It
will be interesting to notice that, before the word ignorant,
there should be a very emphatic you—* Be not yox ignor-
ant.” Itis just put in contrast to those who were willingly
ignorant, in verse 5. Moreover, we do not quite get the
force of the idea in the word “ignorant.” Literally, it
would be more correct to say, “ This is hidden from them,
they being willing.” And then the 8th verse would read:
“Let not this one thing be hidden from yow, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day.” Unbelief, that is only content to walk by sight,
never can have the patience to wait for God. Faith, that is
occupied with the living God, alone is able to wait for the
accomplishment of what He is doing. Unbelief says,
“ Where is the promise of His coming ? for since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were,” and wilfully
shuts its eyes to all that would prcve the contrary. Faith
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knows, that God—who once fulfilled His intention of visit-
ing a guilty world with judgment, though in long-suffering
He waited a hundred and twenty years ere He carried it
out, and overthrew the world that then was, with the deluge
of water—by the same power by which He formerly created
and upheld the world, is still reserving the world unto judg-
ment ; and in connection with His purposes, He tells us that
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. And this one thing must never be hidden from us, the
beloved ones of God, if we are patiently to walk on in the
path of simple faith ; because it is only the consciousness of
this truth that can enable us to wait for God. But we are
told further, “ The Lord is not slack concerning His pro-
mise, as some men count slackness.” Now this word ren-
dered “slack ” means dull, heavy, sluggish, implying a per-
son whose slowness to do a thing is mot the result of pa-
tience, but arises simply from his sluggishness. They must
not suppose that God is indifferent about His promises, be-
cause He does not hurry in fulfilling them.

But we had better read a few of the earlier verses of this
chapter. Verse 3: “ There shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is
the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the
Word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: but
the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire, against the day of judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly men.” Now the special fea-
ture of the last days, set before us in this Scripture, is that
scoffers—the word means those who jest or make a joke of
a thing—are walking after their own lusts, all the time they
are saying “ Where is the promise of His coming? What
have we to tell us that God is ever going to interfere person-
ally in the affairs of the world?” and while they are jesting
and making it a thought for mirth, that God, who made the
world, should uphold that which He has made, and control
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everything that takes place, and should presently manifest
Himself in judgment? “After their own lusts.” Remember,
that word “ lust ” means the desires of the natural heart. It
may take the form of gross carnal appetite; or, it may as-
sume a more refined appearance, though one quite as wicked
in the sight of God; and it may even take the form of re-
ligiousness. To bear this out we might turn to Ephesians
il.; “ And you hath He quickened, who were dead in tres-
passes and sins.” Paul is addressing Ephesian believers,
who had formerly been idolators, worshippers of the goddess
Diana. Consequently they would be well acquainted with
all the abominations of that worship, and would readily
understand the meaning of the words that follow: “Where-
in in time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the Prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience :
among whom also we all had our conversation in times past
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind ; and were by nature the children of wrath, even
as others.”

You are well aware what a marked contrast is brought be-
fore us in the Word of God, between the Jew and the Genr
tile. The Jew, brought near to God in his national char-
acter, while the Gentile 1s afar off. The Jew, with all his
knowledge of God, and with his zeal for the Scriptures and
the ordinances ; the Gentile havingno knowledge of God, out-
side the household, and going on in the grossest supersti-
tion and idolatry. Now, bearing this in mind, and remem-
bering the description the apostle gives of himself in the
epistle to the Philippians, where he not only traces back his
genealogy, proving himself to be a Hebrew of the Hebrews,
but declares how he was a zealous Pharisee, and a persecu-
tor of all he thought to be in opposition to God ; full of zeal
and earnestness, and, as regards righteousness, so blameless
that no one could point the finger of accusation against
him. Oh, how vividly it brings out the hollowness of it all
when he classes himself among the sinful, God-hating Gen-
tiles, and says, “ Among whom also we all had our conversa-
tion in times past in the lusts of flesh.” All his religion, all
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his zeal, without the true knowledge of God and without a
broken heart, all this he now sees to be as much a fulfilling
of the desires of the flesh and mind, as the openly profane
and unclean ways of the Gentiles at Ephesus. Now identic-
ally in the same way, these scoffers of the last days, with
all their boast of knowledge and understanding, and their
attainments of every kind, are walking after their own lusts.
It does not matter whether it is men plunged in the most
open of outward sins, or men, in the pride and boastfulness
of their heart, seeking to set aside the Word of God, and
rejecting all that God says about His work in creation ; they
are walking after their own lusts just as much in the one
thing as in the other.

Now I am not going to attempt to-night to deal with
infidel arguments, or with sceptical reasonings of any sort
whatever. I rather want to point out a little, from the Word
of God, of the way in which God himself connects the whole
of His grace towards us, as sinners, with the glory of his
creatorship. To show that these two things are inseparable
the one from the other. That the Creator God is the Re-
deemer God ; and that we cannot be partakers of His saving
grace, and not, at the same time, own His as Creator and
upholder of all things. It is in this way alone, I am per-
suaded, that every child of God will be enabled to meet and
to ward off the assaults of infidelity. These sceptics ask
“where is the promise of His coming?” They say that they
can trace back the History of creation written inthe strata
of the earth, and that there they find conclusive evidence of
the incorrectness of what is written in the Scriptures. They
carry back the creation hundreds of thousands of years, and
they say that it has been a continuous order of things with-
out a break. They are continually pushing back the period
at which creation began. And they can look forward as far
as they have looked back, and talk in the glibbest way of
so many millions of years that present developments still
need for their working out. It is this class of people that
the Spirit of God sets before us in Peter’s epistle; men
who simply look at that which they can see, and say “ We
don’t believe in a coming Lord ; we don't believe that One
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who made and controls all things is presently coming to
close the present scene.” Well what is our answer to that?
Oh, dear friends, all of us who have received the knowledge
of God in the face of Jesus Christ, all of us who have tasted
and found that the Lord is gracious, we only need to go
back and see what God Himself says about the whole
matter. As I said before, there is one thing we must take
care we are not ignorant of ; that God is patiently carrying
out his own purpose; and that He can afford to wait,
though the day of its fulfilment be thousands of years dis-
tant. Meanwhile, Satan, as god of this world, appears to
be getting more and more power, and is organising men to
more and more of defiance and open rebellion against God.
Yet all the time. God is assuring us that one day with Him
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,
and that the day of the Lord will surely come. And as God
is seated upon His throne, and as, in answer to all the scoffs
of the world, He says “ Yet have I set my King upon my
holy hill of Zion,” so your faith and mine should be estab-
lished by the simple going back to the record of what God
has done in the past. For He who spake, and it was done,
who commanded, and it stood fast, sits above the water
floods to-day ; and He that shall come, will come, and will
not tarry.

We will turn back, then, to the beginning of God’s Word,
and see what He Himself declares. The very first sentence
of God’s revealed word to man, is the foundation of every-
thing, and for that very reason, infidelity never ceases to
attack it. “Inthe beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth.,” Most of you have heard before that the word
“God” in that verse is in the plural, whilst the verb
“created” is in the singular. Therefore, in that one sentence
you have the Trinity in unity. For you recollect that in the
Hebrew language there are three numbers, the singular, the
dual, and the plural. When the singular is used, only one
person or thing isreferred to ; when the dual, two a e spoken
of ; whereas the plural always refers to more than two.
Now here “God” is in the plural, and yet the word
“created” is put in the singular to agree with it, for after
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all it is only one God who creates. So we learn from this
plural noun with a verb in the singular that it was a three-
one God who was the Creator of the world. Let us now turn
to the first chapter of John's Gospel. It is very familiar
ground that we are travelling over, but I just want to start
from the foundation: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God. All things were: made by
Him; and without Him was not anything made that was
made. In Him waslife; and the life was the light of men.”
A little further down we read in the 14th verse: “The
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father),
full of grace and truth.” Now we may stop for a moment
and compare these two passages, these two records of that
which was in the beginning. “In the beginning ” takes us
back to before any act of creation. How far back it is im-
possible for Man’s mind to grasp. While in Genesis we are
told that in the beginning the three-one God created the
heavens and the earth ; here in John’s Gospel we read that
that Word which was with God in the beginning was made
flesh and dwelt among us. Now in connection with God’s
work of creation, He is said to always act through the second
person of the Trinity. While God the Father is spoken of
as the author, in the sense of the One who plans and pur-
poses and works all things after the counsel of His own will ;
the Son of God is always set before us as the One through
whom all things are created. “ All things,” therefore, we
are assured, “ were made by Him, and without Him was not
anything made that was made.” And in this character, as
the One by whom God creates and makes all things, He is
set before us as the Word of God. Now we can at once see
that when God speaks of His Word, He means something
more than a mere spoken expression. The Word implies the
whole of the creating and life-giving power put forth in
connection with the Lord Jesus. In the Greek language, as
used in the New Testament, we have two distinct words,
both translated “ Word.” The one used here is “ logos,” and
the other one is “7ema.” The word “ rema” is literally “a
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saying,” a single utterance, and does not speak of the whole
mind or purpose as “logos” does. And whereas “ logos”
is used specially in connection with creation, whether the
natural or the new creation, “rema ” is used (as a saying or
utterance of God) in connection with the arrangement or
putting in order of that which has been created.

I will now ask you to turn to the rith chapter of the
epistle to the Hebrews, 3rd verse : “Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of things which do
appear.” While I have no wish to introduce needless
difficulties, by referring frequently to the original, yet we are
never to neglect any help we can get, by a more careful
examination of the exact words as given by the Spirit of
God. the word “worlds” is really “ages”; and if we read
for “the worlds were framed,” “the ages were re-set in
order,” we shall be nearer the mark. And this time the
Word of God is the “rema,” not the “logos.” But to connect
the thought here with the Lord Jesus we must go back to
the first chapter of the epistle, where we learn that it was by
the Son that God ordered the ages. Let us read from verse
1: “ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake
in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these
last days spoken unto us by His Son,whom He hath
appointed Heir of all things, by whom also He hath made
the worlds.” Here again the word should be “ ages.” It is
not a question of the creation of worlds at all, but of the
ordering of the ages. If, in the beginning, God created all
things by Jesus Christ as the Word, the logos, of God, the
One in whom: His creative power was manifested ; by Him
also, as the “rema,” God ordered the ages. God’s actings,
ever since the beginning of His creation work, pointed for-
ward to the Lord Jesus. And, as everything looked forward
to Him, before He came to earth, so now everything looks
back to Him as the centre of all things.

I may take this opportunity to say a brief word as to the
alleged discrepances between the discoveries of science and
the statements of Scripture. The scientific men, who have
searched into the crust of the earth, tell us that they find
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fossilized remains of creatures that once had life, and that
must have existed many thousands of years before the time
at which it is supposed God created all things. But the truth
is that no one knows when God created the world ; for in
Genesis i. 1 it says, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth,” and, as I said before, we are not
told how far back that takes us. There may have been a
very long interval between what is spoken of in the first and
in the second verses. But we are not concerned with that
interval at all. It has nothing to do with our relationship
to God, or with what He is to us. If He has left the record
of it in the earth’s crust, well and good. But we are not
called upon to accept every shifting wind of scientific doc-
trine, with which these would-be expounders of the record
seek to overthrow the written Word.

Now if you turn to the first epistle of Peter, the first
chapter, you will find the same truth about the Word of God
brought out in connection with the new creation. Verse 23 :
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, by the Word (Zoges) of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.” It is creation work here ; and it matters
not whether it be the creation of a world or the new crea-
tion of the sinner, the Lord Jesus in His Jogos character as
the creating One, the One in whom is life, is the One by
whom it is carried out. Now let us connect this with a word
in the fourth chapter of Matthew, fourth verse: “ He
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.” “Every word’ is “every rema,” every utterance.
There again we have the sustaining and ordering of that
which had first been created. Now is it not very beautiful
to see God, in the natural creation, at the commencement
bringing things into existence by His creative Word, and
then by His ordering Word, maintaining, and, if need be,
restoring what He had created; and then to see this as a
figure of what He does in the new creation? Man, first of
all, born again, by the creative Word of God, a new crea-
tion, as we have 1t in Galatians, “ If any man be in Christ
he is a new creation”; and then, as the child of God, sus-
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tained by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.

We will look, now, at the first of Romans, and there see
how God appeals to His works in creation, as giving a plain
revelation of Himself, and so leaving without excuse those
who do not want to retain God in their knowledge. Verse
18 : “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness. The word “hold” is translated
“hold down” in the revised version. It is not holding the
truth, it is resisting it, holding it down, keeping it back.
Verses 19-22: “ Because that which may be known of God
is ‘manifest in them, for God hath shewed it unto them. For
the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world
are already seen, being understood by the things that are
‘made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse. Because that, when they knew God,
they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be-
came fools.” “Professing themselves to be wise,” means
professing that they had knowledge and understanding of
their own; and it is by this that we can trace the whole
matter.

In every direction men that put away the truth of God,
and have not the knowledge of God, become fools. For all
imagined wisdom, apart from the wisdom that God has given,
only darkens our vain minds and renders us blinded and
foolish. Verse 23: “ And changed the glory of the uncor-
ruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and four-footed beasts and creeping things.
...... Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever, Amen.” In the Revised Version,
that last verse reads as follows: “ For that they exchanged
the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature rather than the Creator.” And this brings out more
clearly the character of the idolatry of the would-be wise
ones of these latter days. The heathen make images of some
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of the creatures God has made, and bow down to them and
worship them. How blind! how ignorant! we say. But
what are many of the mightiest intellects of civilized lands
doing at the present time? They have given up the truth
of God, and exchanged it for “ tZe lie,” for so it should be
rendered. The old lie of the serpent in the garden, who
persuaded the woman that the wisdom to be snatched at,
apart from God, was better than all that God had given. So
these men of science have set God’s Word on one side, and
will only learn from the book of nature—and the result is
that practically they become worshippers of nature—of the
creature, or created thing—rather than of the Creator.
Verse 28: “And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,
to do those things that are not convenient.”

Now in conection with this part of our subject we will
turn to the book of Job, the closing chapter, and notice how
instructive the character of God’s dealings with Job is to us.
Job had been questioning the ways of God. Job had been
as good as saying that God did not deal fairly with him. He
had presumed to put himself in the position of a judge.
He had taken his place on the judgment-seat, and had been
arraigning God at his bar. In answer to Job, God first sent
Elihu to reason with Job and show him his folly, and then
God speaks Himself. And what does He say? He simply
gives a description of His own works in creation, and uses
them to break down Job’s stubborn and self-righteous heart,
and to bring him to know himself as a sinner. In the
thirty-eighth chapter, verse 1, we read: “ Then the Lord
answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this
that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge ? Gird
up now thy loins like a man: for I will demand of thee, and
answer thou Me. Where wast thou when I laid the founda-
tions of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? Or
who hath stretched the line upon it?”

If you were to read right on, you would find that God,
after first speaking of the work of creation, goes on to single
out a number of specimens of His works ; the treasures of
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the earth, of the air and of the sea, the living creatures of
the water and of the dry land. He sets these things before
Job, and asks him what he has to say about these things, as
to their origin, and the power that brought them forth. And
this is the whole of God’s appeal. There is nothing else.
God makes Job to feel his utter feebleness and insufficiency,
in the face of the wonderful works of creation. And that
carries all besides along with it. Job had said himself (for
he knew something of God in the character of the Re-
deemer) “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” He had de-
clared his assurance that, though his body should go down
to the grave, yet, in the latter days, he should see God with
his own eyes. But all the time he was crying out against
God’s dealings with him, and questioning both His
righteousness and His love. Then God just reveals Him-
self, by His works in creation; and when Job finds himself
face to face with God, he sees that he is nothing but a poor
worm of the earth. Then, because he was indeed a child of
God, he is humbled in God’s presence, and led to make the
confession of chapter 42, verse 1: “Then Job answered the
Lord, and said, I know that Thou canst do everything, and
that no thought can be withholden from Thee. Who is he
that hideth counsel without knowledge? Therefore have I
uttered that I understood not ; things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not. Hear, I beseech Thee, and I will speak :
I will demand of Thee, and declare Thou unto me. I have
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine
eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in
dust and ashes.”

Now I think that this is most instructive for us, in con-
nection with our subject. In the first of Romans we have
men, in the pride of their hearts, refusing to see God in His
works, because they did not like to retain Him in their
knowledge. The result of this is that they exalt the crea-
ture above the Creator; and God, in solemn retribution,
gives them up, first to worship created things, and then to
corrupt and defile their own bodies and to commit every
abomination. On the other hand, in the case of Job, we
have God revealing Himself, in all the majesty of His omni-
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potence in creation, to one of His children, who had been
betrayed into the sin of challenging God’s ways and rebell-
ing against them. And what is the result in the latter case?
Job is humbled by God’s revelation of Himself as the mighty
Creator. He takes his true place and says, in effect, “ Oh,
I have been meddling with things that belonged to God, and
not to me; now I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes.”

In further illustration of our subject let us turn to the
nineteenth Psalm. This psalm is dedicated to the Chief
Musician. And who is the Chief Musician but the One whc
says in the second of Hebrews “I will declare Thy name
unto my brethren. In the midst of the Church will I sing
praise unto Thee.” There we have the Lord Jesus in the
character of the Caief Musician. He is the One who leads
the song of eternal praise, all because, as the fortieth Psalm
tells us, He Himself had been down to the depths of the
horrible pit, and had proved the power to save of the God
he had trusted. We often use the language of the fortieth
Psalm in regard to ourselves ; but none of us has ever tasted
the terrors of that horrible pit as He did. And just because
He went deeper down than any of us, He now occupies the
place of Chief Musician, the leader of the choirs of all who
have learned the new song of redemption. This Psalm,
then, is prepared, so to speak, for His own use, and it is
divided into two parts—the word of God in creation, and
the word of God in His dealings with His people. Read
the opening of the Psalm, “ The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament showeth His handiwork. Day
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth
knowledge.” And now turn to verse 7: “ The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” And it concludes
with the prayer that should ever go up from our hearts
when we seek to bring our songs of praise to God: “ Let
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
Redeemer.”
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You see the character of the whole thing. You see how
this song, fitted for the lips of the Chief Musician, acknow-
ledges God both as Creator and Redeemer; the One who
makes and upholds all things by His power, and who also,
by His word, converts and makes wise the simple one,
draws him to Himself, and gives him all he needs.

But if the Creator God is the God of redeeming grace,
He is also the God who will judge the ungodly. We find
this set before us in Psalm xxxiii. We will read from verse
6: “ By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; and
all the host of them by the breath of His mouth. He
gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: He
layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear
the Lord : let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe
of Him. For He spake, and it was done ; He commanded,
and it stood fast. The Lord bringeth the counsel of the
heathen to nought: He maketh the devices of the people
of none effect.”

We might also refer to Psalm cxxxvi. After every verse
there is, you remember, that sweet refrain, “For His mercy
endureth for ever.” The Psalm begins with creation. It
goes on to speak of judgment upon the heathen. It refers
to the deliverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt and
through the wildemess. All these varied utterances lead up
to one and the same conclusion. At every stage we are
assured, “ His mercy endureth for ever "—that the God who
created all things, and who will judge the ungodly, is the
God of everlasting mercy to His people.

We might also refer to the 8th of Proverbs, where the
Lord Jesus is personified as wisdom. Verses 22 to 30:
“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His way, be-
fore His works of old . . . When He appointed the
foundations of the earth, then I was by Him, as One
brought up with Him ”"—or, as the Revised Version gives it,
as “ a master workman; that is, as one who has been ap-
prenticed and made perfect master of his art. He is there in
the character of the logos—for “ without Him was not any-
thing made that was made "—as the master workman, the
One who minutely carried out all that God had designed.
And verses 35 and 36 tells us that whoso findeth Him
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findeth life, while those who hate Him love death. We will
look next at Isaiah xl.. In the earlier part of this chapter
God has been promising wonderful things to His people,
who were in a sorely distressed and broken condition ; then
He has been dealing with idolatry, with the folly of men
who make images after the fancy of their own minds, and
bow down to them and expect help from them; then He
proceeds in the 27th verse: “ Why sayest thou, O Jacob,
and speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from the Lord, and
‘my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not
known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary ? there is no searching of His understanding.
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall. But
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary ; and they shall walk, and not faint.” It
may be long to wait for the accomplishment of a’l that God
promises in this chapter, but the same truth applies here,
“ Be not you ignorant that one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” God
comforts and sustains the fainting hearts of His people, in
the midst of all their sorrow, by reminding them that He, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, and that
those who wait on Him shall not faint either.

Now, if you will turn to the 29th of Deuteronomy, and
the last verse, we may connect these words with all that has
been before us. “The secret things belong unto the Lord
our God, but those things which are revealed belong unto us
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of
this law.” Now is not that sweet? God kas His secret
things. Job tried to find them out, but failed. He tried to
probe into the mystery of God’s unrevealed things, and the
conclusion he came to was that he was running against’ a
stone wall, and would only succeed in breaking his own
head. What God keeps secret, nobody will be able to
fathom. But, oh! dear friends, while the secret things be-
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long unto the Lord our God, those things which it has
pleased Him to reveal belong to #s and to our children for
ever. And what for? That we may be pleasing to God.
Only let there be in us a heart that wants to please God,
that takes delight in doing His will ; and all the revealed
things shall be to us such an inheritance, such a treasure,
that no words will be able to express the blessedness of our
portion.

There is one other Scripture that I wish to refer to before
I close. It is the well-known appeal of God in the 36th
verse of the: fourteenth chapter of first Corinthians: “What!
came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you
only?” Now most of you recollect the occasion of that
question. This fourteenth of first Corinthians gives a num-
ber of very minute instructions connected with the assembly
of God, as to the worship and ways of those who are
gathered by the power of the Holy Spirit to the name of the
Lord Jesus. It is a most remarkable thing, and one to be
taken account of, that this chapter has, with one consent,
been set aside by almost the whole of Christendom. Ask
any one of the existing denominations “ How is it that you
do not put the fourteenth of first Corinthians into prac-
tice ?” and they will tell you that it is not suited for the pre-
sent time. It would not do for these days. But notice the
question that God asks here: “ Came the word of God ou?
from you, or came it unto you only?” When did the word
of God begin with each of you? When it came as the
mighty creating power, to create you anew for God. It came
unto you. It did not come from you. The Lord Jesus,
speaking of the Old Testament Scriptures, declared that it
was easier for heaven and earth to fail, than for one jot or
one tittle of God’s law to be annulled. And the precious
Scriptures of the New Testament have not one whit less of
authority. “If any man think himself to be a prophet or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write
unto you are the commandments of the Lord,” added the
apostle. But these are the very things that those who pro-
fess to be teachers to-day refuse to own any obligation to
obey.



16 RATIONALISM.

Now, a very solemn consideration arises from all this.
How is it that scepticism is no longer confined to the ranks
of the irreligious, but that the professing churches are, in
many cases, saturated with it? How is it that Mr Spurgeon
finds himself compelled to withdraw from the Baptist Union,
because many of its ministers are subverting the very found-
ations of the truth? Alas! it is not in vain that the Deceiver
has persuaded God’s children to trifle with God’s Word. It
may have seemed a small thing to give up apostolic prac
tices, because changed circumstances made them incon-
venient. Expediency may have appeared a sufficient excuse
for obeying the human tradition, and so making the com-
mandment of God of none effect. These were the non-
essentials, about which the world’s religion proclaims
liberty. But let the authority of God’s word once be chal-
lenged on the smallest matter, and who can tell what the
end may be? It isthe opening of the flood-gates, and none
can afterwards stay the flood. Christians, do you want to
be preserved from the assaults of modemn unbelief? Do you
wish to see your children kept from the Devil’s most subtle
and seducing snare? Oh, then, cleave to the whole Word
of God. Let your heart be subject to its every command-
ment, and count each precept as more precious than your
necessary food. The revealed things belong unto us and
to our children for ever. Do not let go one jot of the
precious heritage ; for if you venture to trifle with one line,
one word, of what God has spoken, how can you take your
stand against the man who would rob you of the whole?



Hocket Aids to Bible Study.

Cloth Antiqgue. Round Corners. Pocket Size. Ninepence Each.

Thousands sold and much appreciated by Bible Students. *‘Found
exceedingly helpful and profitable.”

Coming Glories, in Heaven and Earth., With the Great
Events of the Future Unfolded and Explained. By Walter Scott.

Our Great High Priest. By William Lincoln. Aaron in his
Garments of Glory and Beauty. A Type of Christ as our Great
High Priest.

Foundation Truths. Twelve Bible Readings on the Great
Foundation Truths of the Gospel. By John Ritchie.

The Course of Time. An Outline of Bible History Events and
Dispensations, with Notes on the Parables. By Walter Scott.

Jerusalem and Babylon. Their Rise, Fall, and Future. By
Henry Dyer. An instructive and suggestive outline of the two
great typical cities traced in the Word, and practically applied.

Future Events. With Numerous Prophetic Questions Answered,
and Difficulties Solved. By Walter Scott.

Resurrection of the Dead. Ite Facts and Teachings, in all
their Bearings on the Saved and the Lost. By Henry Dyer.

The Two Destinies. With the Roads that Lead to them, and
the Travellers on Each. With a Coloured Chart. By C. J. Baker.
A Concise and Definite Manual of this Great Subject.

The Two Trees; Or, God’s Sovereignty, and Man’s Responsi-
bility traced through Scripture from Eden to the Great White
Throne. By Walter Scott. .

Perfections and Excellencies of Holy Scripture. By’
Thomas Newberry. Shewing the Purity, Perfections, and Divine
Inspiration of the Word of God, with valent Errors regarding
it Exposed and Refuted.

Life, Death, Hades, and Paradise. A Full and Clear
Exposition of a Subjeet of Great Interest to all. With a Coloured
Chart. By C. J. Baker.

The Tabernaclein the Wilderness. New Illustrated Edition.
By John Ritchie.

Ninepence Each. 8 for £s. The Set of 12 for 7s 6d, Post Free.

¢ These Pocket Manuals make good companions for a quiet hour, or
in a rastlway journey.”

John Ritehie, Publisher, Xilmarnoek.




