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THE qUILT_ OF MAN 
AND 

THE RlGHTJOUSNESS. OF GOD. 

IT is _clear fr. om th .. e ear. ly chapters in !he 
'.tf' E p1stle to the Romans, tµait all mankmo 
are guilty before God, and are living in a con
dition of UNRIGHTEOUSNESS before Him ; for 
" there is none righteous, no, not orie." 

There are, however, many who are looked 
upon as good ; because, like Job, they are 
morally •~ upright, eschew evil,. and hold fast · 
their integrity and righteousness" (Job ii. 3, 
xxvii. 6). They resemble Saul of Tarsus,.who 
considered himself blameless, as judged by 
" the righteousness of the law" (PhiL iii. 6). 
But when, the Spirit of God opened his blind 

. eyes, he saw himself to be " the chief of 
sinners," and counted his own righteousness as 
"offal which is· thrown to the dogs" (ma,rgin, 
Phil. iii. 8). · 

Job also had to learn th~ sinner's first lesson; 
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and say, «Behold I am vile." This is still the 
great truth which the Spirit qf God would 
teach sinners, that they may cease the folly of 
" going about to establish their own trighteous
ness," instead of submitting . unto " THE 

RIGHTEOUS~ESS OF GOD " (Rom. x. 3). In 
the sight of God " all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags " (Isa. lxiv. 6). 

The first step Qf .thC sinner toward God is 
therefore to plead _:guilty .and take his true 
place as unrighteous before Him, like the 
publican who said, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner,)J (Luke· xviii. 13)-without so much as 
lifting his eyes up to heaven, so conscious was 
he of his sinfuJ state. This was the first step 
toward being" justified from all things" (Acts 
xiii. 39). As on:e has sweetiy describe<:! it in 
his own experience-

" When I took my place as sinner, 
And at mercy's footstool lay, 

Jesus took His place as Saviour, 
And at once took sin away. 
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Ah ! 'tis ruinous to cover 
Filthy sores with rags more foul ; · 

Let us strip them bare befi;,re Him, 
That His, grace may make us whole. 

He delights in showing ~ercy 
To a soul that owns·its sin; 

But the 59ul ,that· thinks of earning, 
Not a. smile shall ever win." 

Having thus pointed out MAN'S UN- ' 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, let us now consider what the 
Scriptures teach concerning the lUGHTEOUS-
NESS OF Go'n. . 

By this we understand the. consistency of 
God with His own revealed character of holi
ness, justice, and truth. 
. A very important truth is found in Exod. 

~xxiv.' 6-7, " The Lord God merciful and 
gracious, lorigsuff ering, and abundaµt in good
ness and trutp. ; keeping mercy, for: thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, trangtession. and sm. AND 
WILL BY NO MEANS CLEAR THE GUILTY." 

From this we learn that God never shows 
mercy at the expense of His righteousness. 
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Sin must be judged and punished,· either in the 
person of the transgressor, · or his substitute. 

· Iniquity i~ not made; light ·of, but atoned for. 
At" the place called CALVARY," where our 

blessed. Lord stood as our representative, and 
endured. the foll penalty of our, ttansgression, 
" MERCY and TRUTH meet together,, (Psalm 
lxxxv. 10). There GRACE and RIGHTEOUS

NESS are ha.i:monised. 
· There "He was made sin for us, who .knew 

no sin, that we might be made the righteous
ness of: God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). There 
" He was numberec;l with the transgressors, 
and bare the sin .of many" (Isaiah· liii. 12), 
There. He w~s " delivered for our offences " 
Rom. iv. 2 5) .m.d " died for ~e ungodly " (Rom. 
v. 6;8). 

I GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS is clearly set forth 
in the Book _of Leviticus, where Iscael were 
taught that every .circumstance of their daily 
lives needed sacrifice, to atone for sin. Every
thing is naked and open unto the eyes of Him 
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"with whom we have to do." God sees; and 
will surely punish sin-and its penalty is death, 

Thus God is just and the Justifier of the 
ungodly. , His claims have been met and. His 
justice satisfied in the death of, Christ. ' · 

THE GOSPEL·. declares to unrighteous s,inners 
the RIG}lTEOUSNESS OF GOD (Rom. i. 16~18, 
iii. 24-26 v .. 21), and points out to sim;1ers THE 
WAY OF SALVATION-not a wearisome exer~ 
c·ise oh the tr~admill 'of so-called . "'GOOD 

WORKS," but a sim.ple· accepta,ttc;e of Jesus 
Christ by faith ... ·· Rom. iv, Q, -plainly states that 
" God imputeth ~IGHTE,OUS':NE~S WITHOUT 
WORKS/'- and the · conV'ert,ed · Phairisee glories 
(Phil iii. 9) ;in " the righteousness which is of 
God BYFAITH,'' uriot of works, lest any man 
should boast" (Eph. ii. 9). .· 

Strange it is that ,millions in . Christendom 
vainly try to attain to the standard of .righteous
ness a;s . set forth in the .. law of Moses-or, 
having. failed and b~okei;i . God's . law, they 
quarrel with the rigp.teousness of God's jt!dg-
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ment, which condemns to death all trans
gressors. 

This RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD is not a 
quantity of legal merit put up.on us. It is not 
a robe covering otir filthy rags. It is something 
far beyond and entirely different to this. Itis 
the justifica:tion of the ungodly by God. It is . 
the Righteous J uclge pronouncing the sinner 
who believes in.· Christ righteous. Christ 
having "died for our sins," and been "raised 
for om justification," · He Himse,lf has become 
our righteousness before God, and we " are 
accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6). "He is 
made of God unto us wisdom and · righteous
ness " ( l · Cf?t'... L 30 ). " There is therefore now 
NO C0NDE~NAT1(;):N; TO THEM THAT ARE IN 
CHRIST JESU:S 11' (J,oin. viii. I} · " It is God 
that justifieth. · Who is he· that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea; rather that is risen 

· again, who is even'at the right hand of God; 
who also maketh intercession for us." 

This is THE BELIEVERS' STANDING, and 
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upon it are based the many exhortations to 
PRACTICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, such as I Peter 
iv., Rom. vi., Col. iii.-iv., Eph. iv.-v., &c. God 
expects that His children should "walk 
worthy of their high calling," and " show forth 
the praises of Him who hath called them out of 
darkness into His marvellous light." And this 
same Righteous God who justifies the sinner 
who believes in Jesus will, just because He is 
righteous, consign all who refuse the Saviour 
to everlasting woe. The day of coming judg
ment will be the " day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God " (Rom. ii. 
5). Thus it will be seen that God is equally 
just in justifying those who, owning their own 
unrighteousness and guilt, flee to the Lord 
Jesus as thei,r only refuge, and plead His 
atoning work as their only plea, and in con
demning all who refuse to give up their own 
righteousness, to own their guilt, and to re
ceive the Lord Jesus as their only Saviour. 


