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TI-IE ASSEMfiLY A(TINt~ IN 
DISCIPLINE. 

(1 Con. v.J 

Tm: first thing we may note is the apo
stolic power of delivering to Satan. He 
had judged that, because he could bind 
on earth : it was apostolic power. Its 
object, he states, was for the destruction 
of the flesh, that the spirit might be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Properly there is no such thing now. If 
a person is now put out from fellowship, 
he is not delivered to Satan, though in 
result he might possibly come under 
Satan. I know nothing that is a denial 
of this, though there be no gift of such 
power. If a person is excluded, it is 
not delivery to Satan. That made me 
say he might come under Satan ; he is 
liable to it. To be thrown out into 
Satan's world is not delivering him or 
committing him to it. I know of no
body but the apostle who had the power. 
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If thero is anybody now to do it, nll 
well; but I do not know how. The 
church is not comnmuded to do it here. 
He says, I have judged already-to 
deliver such an one to Satan. This was 
his own act; he did not tell them to do 
so. Ho does tell them to put such a 
one out. 

They had not been instrncted as to 
exclusion and discipline ; but still in 
mind and heart they ought to have 
been broken down : at the least they 
should have been humble and mourn
ing, as we see in verse 2. If the state 
of the assembly is so infirm, or so 
divided, that they cannot act, it is 
bad indeed. The difficulty is, the ten
dency to produce division. ~f the power 
of the Spirit of God is r:::it acting on 
our consciences, one takes up one 
thonght, and another another. That is 
what he means by "having a readiness 
to revenge all disobedience when your 
di.~obedie11ce is fulfilled." (2 Cor. x. 6.) 
ll11t here there was power to bring the 
matter on ; he himself could come in 



r; 

power, but he was afraid, lest Satau 
should make a split between him and 
them, and that is what he means when 
he says he is not ignorant of Satan's 
devices. Then he tells them to purge 
out tbo old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. You 
are not a new lump if you do not purge 
out the old leaven. God had made an 
unleavened thing, and they would lose 
their charncter by not acting· upon it. 
You are not a new lump at all, if you 
do not put it away. "As ye are unlea
vened " is their standing, and yon give 
your character up if you clo not act. 

If they were not united in the as
sembly, they should humble themselves. 
I have often said in preaching to sin
ners even, that a man who has been 
brought up in a dirty house docs not 
feel that it is dirty ; ancl so if hulf the 
assembly be as bad as the bad one, the 
assembly must be cast on the Lord and 
mourn, and therefore in verse 2 ho duet. 
not say how it is to be done, but till 
" he be taken away from among you." 
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They ought to have been before Goel 
about it, for they had not got directions 
what to do. But when they did get 
them, they acted. If there is a case of 
flagrant sin, and the assembly does not 
act, what then ? Practicaily it is no 
assembly at all, if its will goes with the 
offence. If any sided with the evil-doer 

. after the testimony of the Spirit of God 
had reached the conscrnnce of the body, 
then he treated them as the evil-doer. 
The duty is all plain ; if there is a 
wicked person, the assembly must put 
him out ; and a person so put out is 
not looked at as a brother, and they 
cannot admonish him as a brother, and 
I could not have fellowship with him as 
a brother. Before action I should con
sult with the brnthren only, but should 
call the assembly together to act. If 
one had a case like this, say, or that 
could not be mentioned to women, it 
should of course be done in a way nut 
to be offensive. But if it is an assembly, 
the Lord is there, and you must prove 
yourselves clear in the matter. If the 
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assembly will not pnt the evil out wheJ.J 
it is a caso of gross sin, I should have 
no more to say to it : they would not 

. prove themselves clear. 
Loaven is the thing that defiles and 

corrupts ; and others were involved in 
it because they would not judge it. 
Suppose you commit a sin, and I treat 
it as all very well, and keep your com
pany just the same: why of course I 
should be known by the company I keep. 
The proverb is common enough. The 
leaven was there; and the apostle 
speaks to their consciences about it. If 
such a person left, you cannot put a 
man out if he is out, or has gone out 
deliberately ; but I should announce 
that he is out. That is hardly putting 
out, it is his going out. I should say 
he has left under the charge of such it 

sin, and gone out of the way, and is 
outsille until ho clear himself. If a 
man has gone out of this room, I cannot 
put him out, but he is out. 

As to inquiry, a few brothers may 
engage in that, but you cannot have a 
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judgment on an individual unlesR the 
assembly does it. It is very right that 
one, or two, or three should inquire 
into the facts ; but any wise godly bre
thren may do that, and the conscience 
of the assembly must thereupon be 
brought into action. If only some act 
and put him out, the rest may say they 
did not do it, and their conscience is 
not clear. 

You must take each case in detail by 
itself; if one go away so, he has left 
the assembly ; and if he leave it under 
a charge against him, he must clear the 
charge before ho come back. He can
not come back without the case being 
judged by the assembly. It may be 
investigated by brethren, bnt not judged, 
Further, it should be named, if it be a 
case of sin and guilt. If a charge of 
fornication, say so ; it is uncleanness ; 
and if it was a case of public scandal, I 
should not be in any hurry to receive 
back. It is not a nice principle to ialk 
about, the honour of the assembly being 
involved; but the Lord's honour should 
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come in. Yet, for llw good of the 
individual, it should be done if the sonl 
is really restored; though it bo a strong 
case of public scandal, let him in again; 
never mind what people say. Hore is 
one: A man overwhelmed with sorrow, 
and the apostle telb them to receive 
him, though it was such a scandal that 
its like w:w not even named among the 
Gentiles. A man may confess his fault, 
but this does not say bis soul is re
stored. If it is a matter that nobody 
knows, and the man consults you and 
confesses all the fault, and is restored, 
you must judge whether it is a case for 
the assembly to deal with or not. If it 
is a matter between two brethren, the 
two might settle it. 

'l'he "old leaven " is the leaven of 
the old nature; the "leaven of malice 
and wickedness" may be a more active 
expression. I am not to keep the feast 
with the old nature at work. 

When a man is put out from the as
sembly, he nevertheless belongs to the 
house. It is like a naughty child turned 
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out of the drawing-room; ho belongs 
to the family still. Though the church 
cannot commit to Satan, to pnt away 
abides a positive duty. We have to 
obey. It is a commandment of the 
Lord. If yoa speak of delivery to 
Satan, it. is a question of power. So 
far as tho child's present position is 
concerned, he is outside the sitting
room ; ttnd until he behave aright, ho 
cannot be lot in again. 

Christ is sacrificed for us, and we r.ro 
keeping tho feaRt. That leads to the 
fact that unleavened bread was con
necteil with the sacrifice by which re
demption was wrought. No leaven was 
allowed in the house at all. Redemp
tion is not an unholy thing. I must 
have sinlessness along with redemption. 
In the type you have bitter herbs, un
leavened bread, and the passover meat. 
Hore we are keeping tho passover, and 
we must not have lo,wen, for sin and 
Christ cannot go togothor. Intercourse 
in the main would cease between yon 
and a person so put out.. I might invite 
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him to my house for conversation, to 
sec if he were re8tored ; but even that 
is a dolioato thing to do. In my inter
course with him, it would be with the 
fullest sense that he had put himself at 
a distance. It would be really ungra
cious to him to let him feel at ease with 
me in the place he occupies. You must 
uot weaken the action of the assembly. 

Two might be pnt away together for 
the same thing, and one might be re
stored without the other, and recoivccl 
before the othe1·, or dealt with differently. 
In "withdrawing from" another, I 
should treat him coolly. If he com
plained, I should say, It is quite right; 
there is my authority in scripture, and 
I must do so. Here it says, "no, not 
to oat." I would not dine with such 
a one; I would give him to eat if he 
were hungry, but not oat with him. 
Tako a wife whose husband is put out. 
It may seem awkward, but her action is 
not keeping company with him us a 
case of will; it is oue of subjection to 
authority. 
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Matthew xviii. 1s another thing ; it iR 
only an individuai 1liroctiou. If the 
church acted, it wonld be on another 
scripture. Refusal to make good a 
wrong after all these pains might be a 
ground for the church to put him out. 
Do you ask if Ruch a brother might not 
keep the whole thing in his own bosom. 
That depen<lR on the caRo. " Thon 
shalt not suffer sin upon thy brother." 
If it were merely the idea of a wrong, 
or he thought the brother was all right 
after some personal matter, he might 
~ay, I forgive you ; but otherwise he 
would be doing him harm hy not inking 
it up. Cl1arity is a keen discernc1· in 
all such tl1ings. If it is merely per
sonal, I lnwe a little to forgive. 

V ors<' 11 is not a list of thorn that 
nro to he put out. Th!'rc is no Rnch 
list. This would !Gave a thief or a 
mnnkror iu communion. How to know 
a covetons man may ho hard; there arc 
cases which are plo.in enough, but pru
dence in a family is so close on covet
ousness, that you can make no line, nor 



13 

can you act on your own conscience 
with respect to a man that may be 
covetons. If a case rise, and the as
sembly is spirit1rnl, the Lord will make 
it clear. You will find that where a 
congreg1ition of saints is spiritual, what 
is false and hypocritical cannot last 
there any length of time at all. But 
you cannot put out any man until he 
has done something to act upon. He 
wiil deaden the llloeting of course, but 
so <loes all that is wrong. After he is 
out, the assembly cannot deal with him, 
though perhaps an individual might in 
mercy. When he is humbled, we should 
seek to restore. I do not think there is 
the power to restore them there ought 
to be amongst us. If there were 
more spiritual power, there would 
be more actual power over the con
science. 

It is sometimes a question, How long 
is the assembly to go on treating as a 
brother one whom they have ad
mouished ? Samuel mourned for Sr.ul 
to the day of his death. Some have 
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hcen under rebuke, or outside for years. 
Such cases have arisen sometimes when 
young persons have been thrust forward 
into preaching, and had the flattery of 
women, &c. There ought to be an 
anxious desire for restoration of those 
put away. There must be holiness, but 
still a yearning of heart over sucn, a 
spirit that would induce brokenness on 
the offender's part. I am not conscionR 
of any unfaithfulness as to dealing with 
evil, nor gencrnlly am I aware of hard
ness towards eYil-doers. 

Verse 5 shews that the ultimate end 
of discipline should be restoration. You 
deal with him as a member of Christ, 
and discipline him as such while he is 
within, and you put him outside that he 
might be broken down and brought in 
again. " Spiritual " has a double cha
racter. If I say that man is very 
spiritual, it may mean he has spiritual 
apprehension of divine things, or it may 
be spoken of the assembly. 'rhere is 
a dealing with things and with the con
science of the assembly. The assembly 
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is the first thing, to prove themselves 
clear in the matter. 

"Them that sin rebuke before all" 
might be done sometimes when people 
are put out, instead of doing so. "Re
buke " is convict as well as reprove ; 
com·ict iR before all. 

J. N. D. 
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