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FOREWORD 

This little book is a collection of articles written at 

various times, and published chiefly in the magazine, 

"Help and Food for the Household of Faith." They 

have come from the individual heart-exercises of the 

writer, and are presented in this form to encourage 

other Christians who desire to walk with God. 

The author has experienced one of his chief joys 

in helping to form a Bible-School in Baltimore, and 

in teaching in it for the first five or six years, until his 

voice gave trouble. It is hoped that this book may be 

read by many Bible students, to their building up in 

the faith, to the deepening of their devotional life, and 

the increase of their service to our glorious Lord. 

-A. S. L.





INTRODUCTION 

My own soul was fed and my spirit refreshed as I 

perused the messages of this book. In a manner clear 

and compelling the theme of the School of God is first 

opened up, and then some of the important lessons 

taught in that school are unfolded. It is a precious 

privilege indeed to be enrolled in such an institution; 

one from which no believer ever graduates so long as 

he is in the present body of humiliation. Commence

ment day will come when we are raised or changed 

into the likeness of His body of glory, who has redeemed 

us by His blood and is coming again to receive us unto 

Himself. Till then His people are ever learners, ever 

in the place of discipleship, as course after course is 

opened up and they are led on from glory to glory by 

the Spirit of the Lord. 

Some of us learn very slowly, and as the hymn says, 

"We for get so soon." 

But our Teacher is ever patient and never wearies as 

He seeks to reveal to us the things of Christ. If 

there be an earnest desire to enter more fully into 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge which He 

delights to unfold, I feel-certain the chapters of this 

book will be .used of God to impress them in a man

ner that will challenge attention and exercise the 

hearts and consciences of those who read. 

-H. A. ffiONSIDE.



GOD'S SCHOOL 

�THETHER you realize it or not, you are in God's 
W School. The whole world is God's school

house in the widest sense; and when each soul enters 
this world, he is the object of the gracious teaching 
of his Maker. 

God has various ways of teaching. By His works 
in Nature, by His revealed Word, by His providential 
dealings, and by the lives and witness of His people. 

THE BOOK OF NATURE 

To all whose minds are open to reason, Nature 
demonstrates that there is a ·Creator, and .. that He is 
a God of power and glory. Travelers and missionaries 
agree that there is no tribe or nation so ignorant 
but that it has some sense of the existence of God 
as a "Great Spirit," or Creator. Of this Scripture 
says: 

"The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day ut
tereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowl
edge. There is no speech nor language where their voice 
is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the world" (Ps. 
19: 1-4). 

But what does Nature teach about God? Scripture 
answers as follows: 

9 
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"For the invisible things of Him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse" (Rom. 1: 
20). 

Nature then clearly teaches that God exists, and 

that He is a God of power and glory. I hope that 
you, my reader, know this, as a first principle of ele

mentary knowledge, learned in God's school. 

Atheists say that there is no God, and in so saying 
they brand themselves as fools, for God has said, 

"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God" 

(Ps. 14: 1). 

THE BOOK OF GOD'S REVELATION 

Agnostics say that they do not know whether God 

exists or not. Thereby they confess their guilty ig
norance. But God does not give men only the Book 
of Nature. He desires to teach them much more 

about Himself than Nature can teach. Therefore God 
has from the beginning revealed Himself to man 
and declared His will in the spoken Word. 

God Himself communed with the first man, before 

he sinned, showing His divine love for man His crea
ture, made in His own image and likeness. 

When man fell, God visited him, in love and pity, 

to teach him the way of salvation through sacrifice, 

and to tell him of a coming Deliverer who should 

break the power of sin and Satan. 

These early revelations of the divine will and pur

poses were treasured and handed down as precious 

legacies to succeeding generations. 
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From time to time God spoke to men through His 
prophets. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Moses were instructed by the Angel of the Lord, and 

they in turn instructed those who had ears to hear. 
Moses was used of God to write the first five books 
of the Bible so that all the world might have His 
Word. 

Moses gave the law, and its great mission was to 
bring man in guilty before God (Rom. 3: 19). Man 
must be taught that he is a hopeless sinner, to bring 
him to repentance. 

Have you, my friend, learned this tremendous les
son ?-that you are a SINNER, and God must punish 
you unless you flee for pardon to the Saviour that 
has been provided? 

GOD TEACHES IN PERSON 

Finally, the supreme revelation of God to man was 
reached when God manifested Himself in human 
flesh. Jesus Christ was God incarnate. He became 
Man that God Himself might be seen of men face 
to face. God spoke with men mouth to mouth, and 
touched men with His healing hands. Jesus said, "Re 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." 

But man could not be saved from sin by teaching 
only, there must be atonement also, and this was ac
complished by the Son of God on the cross. "Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures . . . He 
was buried and rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15: 3, 4). This is the gospel 
by which you must be saved, if you are ever saved. 

Will you not receive Christ now as your personal 
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Saviour? You cannot be neutral to Christ. You are 
for Him or against Him. What is your answer? 
What will you do with Jesus who is called Christ? 

GOD'S PROVIDENTIAL DEALINGS 

With all God's teaching in Nature, and by His re
vealed Word, men in general refuse to heed His !n
structions. Men are sinners, and being sinners, they 
do not like to retain God in their thoughts. 

Does God then leave them to perish in their sins? 
No; He loves men, and pursues them in His grace 
to bring them to repentance and salvation. But how 
does He do this? By His providential dealings. 
Listen to an ancient description of how God strives 
to turn men from their sinful way: 

"God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth 
it not . . . That He may withdraw man from his 
purpose and hide pride from man ... 

He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and 
the multitude of his bones with strong pain: 

So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty 
meat ... 

Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his 
life to the destroyers . . 

Then He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him 
from going down into the pit: I have found a ra�
som ... 

He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, 
and perverted that which was right, and it profited 
me not; 

He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, al}d 
his life shall see the light" (Job 33: 14-28). 

What a commentary on man's pride and sin that 
he will not listen to God's gracious teaching until 
brought low on a bed of sickness I 

What a commentary on God's goodness and grace 
that He will not accept man's first refusals to repent, 
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but presses him to obey the gospel by His stem provi
dential dealings! 

Is not this the explanation of much of the sorrow 

and pain in this world? Man's sin is the cause of 

war, and domestic strife and untold suffering. But 

God with these sore trials pleads with men to tum 

to Him for peace, salvation and Heaven. 

WHAT DO YOU ANSWER? 

Reader friend, what is your answer to God's plead

ing? I beseech you in Christ's stead, Be ye reconciled 

to God. Surrender to His will. Give ear to His 

teaching and flee from the wrath to come! 

., ., ., 



GOD'S SCHOOL FOR HIS CHILDREN 

W
E have seen that God has a world-wide school

for all men, to bring them to Himself. God 

is not willing that any should perish, but He desires 

that all men should be saved and come to a knowl

edge of the truth. 

THE STUDENT 

Now we are to see that God has a school for His 
own children. This is a select or private school, that 
none may enter without a divinely given degree of 
B. A., that is, Born Again-by the Spirit of God, in
to the family of God.

In a very real sense, we only begin to live, spirit
ually, when we are born again. Once we were "dead 
in sins," now we are "alive unto God." Once we 
could not understand the things of the Spirit, but 
now that we have divine life, these spiritual things 
become our delight. "0 how I love Thy law, it is 

my meditation all the day." 

Many seem to think that obtaining salvation is the 

end of God's dealings with us. In truth it is only 

when we have salvation that we can begin intelli

gently to know God and understand His ways with us 

and His plans for us. 

14 
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

The students in this school, then, are God's children. 
No child can escape the training: his very relation
ship places him under the Father's instruction and 
discipline. On the other hand, the mere professing 
Christian, without life from God, is a counterfeit 
student, "ever learning and never coming to a knowl
edge of the truth" ( 2 Tim. 3: 7). 

DILIGENT AND DELINQUENT STUDENTS 

Real students are far from being alike in their 
qualities and character. There are diligent students 
and slothful students; they may be apt, or dull; will
ing, or rebellious. The delinquent ones have a sorry 
time in this life, as did Lot, and not much treasure 
laid up for the life hereafter. The good students gain 
· fitness to be used of God, as did Moses in the back
side of the desert, David with his sheep, or Peter
with the Master. These had much joy in serving
God; they learned, too, how to wait for Him, and to
suffer the sorrows of the way; high honor was given
to them, and gre�t is their reward in heaven.

Let us each consider, in God's presence, what kind 
of students we have been, and are. Have we obtained 
"a good report" through faith? And let us seek grace 
to so apply ourselves that we may be much used in 
God's service. 

What earnestness marks the diligent student! What 
solicitude to master the lesson, and what keen satis
faction is experienced as each advance is made! There 
is real pleasure in making conquests in fields of hu
man knowledge, but !t is trifling compared to the joy 
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of making progress in God's school. If the former 

be of temporary value and pecuniary profit to us, the 

latter is eternal gain. Let us, then, consider our priv

ileges as students in God's school, and use them to 

advantage. 

THE TEACHERS 

God is the Superintendent of His own schools: 

"Who teacheth like Him?" The Head Master is 

Christ. Jesus said, "One is your Master, even Christ, 
and all ye are brethren." The Holy Spirit is the 

private Tutor given to indwell each child of God. He 

leads, guides, and teaches the individual soul. He 

convicts of sin, and He comforts the broken heart. 

Oh, that we might realize more the unspeakable priv

ilege of having this divine holy Tutor with us night 

and day, until our school-days are done! If we are 

wise we will not grieve Him, but be alert to His lead
ing and quick to obey His will. 

STUDENT TEACHERS 

As the students learn their lessons, and show pro

ficiency in various lines, they are given tasks in teach

ing others. Some are evangelists, keen to win souls 

for Christ. Others are pastors, able to feed and to 

shepherd the sheep and lambs of God's flock. A few 

are teachers, able to rightly divide the word of truth, 

and bring forth its treasures new and old (Eph. 4: 

11). All are called to be witnesses of what they have 

received and to be able to give a reason for the faith 

that is in them. 
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THE TEXT-BOOKS 

The text-books are the sixty-six books of the Bible, 
each with its purpose and message. 

The ancient books of Moses reveal God's work in 
creation and His early dealings with men. His law 
was given to teach men His holy will, to test their 
obedience, and finally to disclose man's sin and bring 
him to repentance. 

The historical books record God's ways with men, 
His patient grace in forgiving and restoring all who 
yield to Him, His wrath and judgment on those who 
hate Him and despise His reproof. 

The Psalms are songs or poems setting forth the 
hopes and fears, the sufferings and deliverances of the 
godly, in a hostile world. The messianic psalms ex
press prophetically our Lord's soul-sufferings and tri
umphs as no other parts of Scripture do. 

The Prophets were God's messengers to the peoples 
of their day for warnings and encouragement. They 
also predict in noble language and splendid imagery 
the purposes of God for the future. The first and 
second advents of Christ, and the glories of His king
dom, are their chief themes. 

The Gospels are the marvelous records of God's 
manifestation in the flesh; and that great centre of 
all God's counsels, the atonement of Calvary and the 
resurrection and ascension of His beloved Son to the 
right hand of the majesty in the heavens. 

The Epistles are the Holy Spirit's unfolding of 
God's counsels as to Christ and His Church. Paul's 
letters are specially for the times in which we live, 
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proclaiming the gospel of God's grace, the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Lord's return as the hope 
of the Church. 

Revelation closes the canon of Scripture. In it God 
reveals His purposes in the end-times, His dealings 
with sinful men and Satan, the establishment of 
Christ's kingdom in the world, and the glories of His 
eternal kingdom in the new heavens and earth. 

What a marvel that Christians should not be filled 
with holy desire to understand the ways and mind 
of God as revealed in His Word, to explore its won
ders, and claim as their own its exceeding great and 
precious promises! 

THE LESSONS 

There are many lessons-lessons for all ages, for 
babes and for children, for young men and for fathers 
( 1 John 2) ; lessons for all relations in life; for hus

bands and wives, for parents and children, for servants 
and masters, for kings and for their subjects. 

A somewhat different course of instruction is given 
to every pupil, exactly adapted to his strength and 
character. Some must "study to be quiet and do 

their own business;" others, to "stir up the gift that 
is in them;" each according to his need. 

The lessons are also of a progressive character, 
leading on to an active and useful life. "Giving all 

diligence, add to your faith courage; and to courage, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 

temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and 
to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

kindness, love. For if these things be in you, and 
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abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 

nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" ( 2 Pet. 1: 5-8). 

THE MANNER OF TEACHING 

There are two methods which God uses in teaching 
His own. Of the first He says, "I will instruct thee 

and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will 
guide thee with Mine eye." How blessed to be in such 

communion with God, and so understand His mind, 
that a look from His eye will teach us the right way! 

The second method in which God teaches is used only 
when the wayward pupil refuses to be instructed by 
the first. "Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, 

which have no understanding: whose mouth must be 

held in with bit and bridle" (Ps. 32: 9). 

Can we not, dear brethren, explain many of the sad 
circumstances in which the people of God are found, 

as the bit and bridle, turning them in the way which 
God's eye had indicated long before? Obedience had 

been refused, and had to be enforced, leading to 

much pain and sorrow. May we earnestly seek the 

spirituality necessary to know God's mind, and the 

faithfulness to carry it out. 

DISCIPLESHIP 

A disciple is one taught and trained by his master. 
Our Lord imposes three startling requirements on him 

who would be His disciple. First, he must renounce 

every person, however near or dear, and even his own 

life if needs be, to follow Christ. Second, he must 

take up his cross to follow Christ. Third, he must 

be willing to lose all he has rather than lose Christ 
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(Luke 14: 26,27,33). These strong words were 
spoken to the crowds that followed Him, to test them, 
and turn back all who were not vitally linked to Him 
by faith. 

We may well test ourselves as to whether we are 
Christ's "disciples indeed." If we are disciples in 
name only, let us go to Christ first for forgiveness 
and life, and He will give His Spirit and strength to 
take up the cross and follow Him. 

GOVERNMENT 

Wise government is essential in every school. It 
is in God's school. God's will is supreme and final. 
Unquestioned obedience is the first law of making 
progress with God. 

Men are prone to be either harsh or lax with others, 
They often lack knowledge or judgment. But God's 
knowledge is absolute, His judgment perfect and His 
power complete. We may well submit ourselves to 
His government, for it is infallibly for our good. 
God's dealings are considerate of our frailty and our 
circumstances. His balances are true and His govern
ment is good. 

Every student in God's school needs correction. 
"What son is he whom the Father chasteneth not?" 
Chastening is needed to correct the faults of our 
natural dispositions, or to prepare us for the dangers 
that lie ahead of us.. It may for the present be 
grievous, but will yield the peaceable fruit of right
eousness if we are exercised thereby. 

Sometimes chastening is to deliver us from the sin 

of pride. Paul's thorn in the flesh was to prevent 
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him from being exalted above measure. God resisteth 

the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. We are 

safe when we are low. 

TESTS OF PROGRESS 

Every school has occasional tests or examinations 
to determine the progress of the students. These are 
sometimes dreaded, but are indispensable. 

In reading of the Old Testament saints, we see how 
they were often tried, to discover their faults or to 
reveal their faith. Abraham was tested, and though 
in some instances he failed, in others his faith tri
umphed, until in the offering of his only son that 

. faith became the shining example through the cen
turies of complete trust in God. 

We sometimes complain under trial because we do 
not see the need or the reward, but God says that, 
"The trial of your faith being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ" ( 1 Pet. 1: 7). 

Let us realize the need of trials, and the value of 
steadfast faith and patience to secure God's purpose 
of blessing. 

ADVANCEMENT 

Advancement is the fruit of diligent or patient 
study, and the result, besides the actual knowledge 
gained, is a change in the student-a ripened judg
ment, an increased power, and an enlarged capacity. 
So it is in God's school: as we become acquainted 
with Him, our capacity is enlarged, and we are in-
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creasingly able to take in and enjoy His blessed ful

ness. 

Advancement in God's school is often unconscious 
to the one who is growing, but evident to others. 
Moses wist not that his face shone, but the people 
knew that he had been with God. Abiding in Christ 
and occupied with Him, we are changed into His 
likeness. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. The 

surest index of attainment is likeness to God, and 
God is love. 

REWARD 

Reward for God's servants is generally spoken of 
as future: "Great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. 
5: 12). It will be received at the Lord's return: "Be

hold, I come quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 
render to each man according as his work is" (Rev. 
2 2 : 12, R. V.) . Nevertheless there is reward here and 

now for those who love and obey the Lord. They 
share His joy (John 15: 11), and His peace (John 
14: 2 7) , and His presence (John 14: 21 ) , and the 
Father's presence (John 14: 23). Surely these are 

priceless boons for those who may be called on to 

suffer for His sake. 

Some have wondered what will be the difference, in 
heaven, between the man whose earthly walk with 

God has been long and faithful, and another whose 

acquaintance with Him had scarce begun when taken 

from this scene. Doubtless the difference will be 

vast; similar, perhaps, to the contrast between a great 

cask filled to the brim, and a tiny vial likewise full. 

We know that every soul in that blessed place will be 
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fully satisfied, but we also know that there will be 
peculiar and individual joys for those who have been 
in special ways faithful to their Lord. "Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life"-"To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, 
and in the stone a name written, which no man know
eth saving he that receiveth it" (Rev. 2: 17). 

The reward of every loyal heart is God Himself. 
"To win Christ" is the supremest joy of the heart 
who has experienced something of His matchless love 

down here. 

Dear brethren, let us be good students in God's 
school! Let us get all the lessons and blessings that 
are intended for us. Let us make the most of the 

wilderness. Rest is sweet after a desert journey. 

Let us get acquainted with our God, and learn 

of Him in His Word and in all His dealings with us. 

Let us use this life, not for itself, but for the one 

ahead of us. 

"There, no stranger-God shall meet thee; 

Stranger thou in courts above; 

He who to His rest shall greet thee, 

Greets thee with a well-known love." 

f 1 1 



GOD'S HEART 

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and 
God Himself shall be with them, and be their God" 
(Rev. 21: 3). 

THIS is the eternal state; the fulfilment of God's 
desires, and the fruit of His labors. Therefore 

in this we see God's heart manifested. He finds His 
satisfaction in the midst of His people, a people who 
have their all in God. 

But if this is the end of God's purposes, it was in 
His heart from the beginning. "While as yet He 
had not made the earth ... My delights were with 
the sons of men," are the words of God the Son. 
Thus in anticipation, God's heart was occupied with 
man, the only creature made in His image, who could 
have communion with Him. 

When the first man is formed, the Creator bas 
such pleasure in him that He brings to Adam every 
beast of the field, and every fowl of the air, "to see 
what he would call them." God seeking him in the 
garden at the time of man's failure, and His promise 
of reconciliation through the woman's Seed, reveal 
His purposes of love and grace. 
GOD DELIGHTS IN HIS PEOPLE 

Though man was now estranged by sin, we may 
trace God's pleasure in men; in such, of course, as 

24 
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were cleansed by virtue of the promised sacrifice. 
"Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God 
took him." Blessed and wonderful companionship, 
in days when God as yet had been so little revealed, 
and when "the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth." "Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." 
Abraham was ''the friend of God," so that God said, 
"Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" 
Jacob was made "a prince with God." "The Lord 
spake unto Moses, face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend." Daniel was a "man greatly be
loved." 

A MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART 

Thus God delights in His people, but only one 
man does He call a "man after His own heart." And 
why was David this, with his glaring sins, more than 
Abraham the man of faith? or Joseph, that spotless 
character and type of Christ? or Moses, the Christ
like mediator? or Elijah, God's hand and _mouth
piece among an apostate people? It was because 
David pre-eminently shared the desire of God's heart, 
that man should be for God, and God for man: as 
we read in the Psalms, "As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 
God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
when shall I come and appear before God?" (Ps. 42: 
1, 2). And again he says, "My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart 
and my flesh crieth out for the living God . . . A day 
in Thy courts is better than a thousand [ in any other 
place] : I wo,uld choose rather to sit at the threshold 
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[margin] in the house of my God than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedness" (Ps. 84: 2, 10). 

David also was the one who brought the ark 
back to Jerusalem with great rejoicing, and he 

longed to build a house for God, who had so long 
dwelt within curtains. This he was not permitted 
to do, but he showed his love and zeal in the great 
stores of cedar and gold, silver and brass, which he 
gathered for its building. David's desires are thus 
so in line with God's, that when God is manifested 
in the flesh, he is "the Son of David," and for the 
same reason, David's writings, more than any others, 
are prophetically the words of Christ Himself. 

But God was not satisfied that a few individuals 
should enter into His mind; He sought in Israel to 
have a people among whom He could dwell. "If 
therefore ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My 
covenant, then shall ye be a peculiar treasure unto 

Me above all people." He even desired them to 
build Him a tabernacle, that He might dwell in the 

midst of them. He labored through Moses and the 

prophets to bind the people to Himself, but man's 
perverseness compelled Him to say, "All day long I 

have stretched forth My hands unto a disobedient 
and gainsaying people." 

GOD AND MAN UNITED IN JESUS 

When we come to the perfect expression of God's 

heart, what do we see? God and man are no 

longer separated. God the Son is the Man Christ 

Jesus. As Man, He says, "My meat is to do the will 

of Him that sent Me." As Saviour-God He came to 
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seek and save that which was lost; and transform 
them into worshippers, who worship in spirit and in 
truth. But the most striking and wonderful proof of 
God's love for men is the Cross of Christ. In order 
to reconcile sinners to Himself He gave His Son, His 
only Son, whom He loved. Oh, what a shame that 
our hearts do not always glow in full return for such 
love! 

GOD IN MEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

But though Christ must return to the Father (to 
prepare a place for His own), the companionship of 
God with man has not been broken. At one of the 
last meetings with His apostles, "He breathed on 
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost." And after He had gone up, a true Man, to 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, the Holy 
Spirit descends to dwell in every true disciple. What 
an evidence of the value and power of Christ's work, 
when God the Spirit can dwell in failing men by 
virtue of that washing which has made us clean every 
whit! In this way God has already accomplished, 
in a spiritual form, the purposes of His heart. "Ye 
are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people" ( 2 Cor. 
6: 16). 

May we fear to grieve this holy Guest, by whom 
we are sealed, and who would lead us on to better 
acquaintance with Christ. 
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THE CONSUMMATION 

But though the Spirit is with us now, we are not 

home as yet; but we look on to the time when, with 
our own eyes, we shall see His face; when, free from 

sin within us, we shall gather round the throne of 
God, and spend the long eternal day praising and 

serving Him. Then shall the purpose of God be ac
complished, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be 
His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and 
be their God." 



GOD'S PORTION AND MAN'S 

GOD'S PORTION 

"THE Lord's portion is His people: Jacob is the
lot of His inheritance" (Deut. 32: 9). What a 

marvel that the Most High should choose His inheri
tance in crooked Jacob! What condescending grace 
that His satisfying portion is ever in His people, weak 
and wayward as they have ever been. 

MAN'S PORTION 

In fullest harmony with this, is the utterance of 
the perfect Man, "The Lord is the portion of Mine 
inheritance and of My cup" (Ps. 16: 5). In this 
choice of a portion, there should be no wonder, for 
He goes on to say most truly, "The lines are fallen 
unto Me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly 
heritage." 
GOD'S THOUGHTS 

How blessed and perfect are God's thoughts and 
ways! He craves not man's substance, or allegiance, 
merely: He desires the man himself; as is well ex
pressed in the following lines from Quarles:-
"Gold is Caesar's treasure; man is God's. 

Thy gold hath Caesar's iniage, and thou hast God's; 
Give, therefore, those things unto Caesar which are 

Caesar's, 
And unto God which are God's." 

MAN'S THOUGHTS 

When we turn to look at man's thoughts and ways, 
however, how poor and mean they are! "Men of the 
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world have their portion in this life," and their "god 

is their belly." The solemn consequence of this 

course is an eternal portion in the lake which bums 

with fire and brimstone. Even God's people fail sadly 

to yield themselves to God, or to find that joy in Him 
which is the divine plan. 

THE PRACTICAL QUESTION 

But it may be asked, "How can we give ourselves 

to God and find our portion all in Him when we have 
to work for a living, bear the burdens of life, and be 

occupied with many things of a secular nature?" God 

knows our circumstances; He does not expect impos
sibilities of us, but has graciously given us principles 

which show us what He does expect. Of these prin
ciples, two are distinctly seen all through Scripture, 

and are of such general application as to affect every 

Christian in a most practical way, each day of his 
life. 

GOD CLAIMS THE FIRST 

One of these principles is that God must have His 

portion first. This is strikingly shown by the words 

of Elisha to the widow of Zarephath: "Go and do as 

thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake 

first, and after make for thee and for thy son" ( 1 

Kings 17: 13). It cost much for those starving souls 
to dispense part of their last meagre meal to God's 

prophet, and that, before their own craving had been 

appeased; but it was the necessary condition of bless

ing, and nothing less would be accepted. But we 

are not left to types to know God's mind in this 

matter. Jehovah had redeemed Israel out of bondage, 
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and His claim upon them is emphatically expressed 

in Exodus 13: 2: "Sanctify unto Me all the first

born, whatsoever openeth the womb among the chil

dren of Israel, both of man and beast: it is Mine." 

Thus God will accept no second place from His peo

ple. He takes the firstborn for His portion, and in 

this way shows His claim upon the whole. The same 

claim is extended to cover all of Israel's possessions. 

God required the firstfruits of their oil and wine and 

wheat, the firstfruits of their ground and trees, and 

of all their increase; nothing escaped the tithe which 

was the acknowledgment that all belonged to God. 

This might be thought to be simply a Jewish law, but 

divine principles never change, and Christ is witness 

to God's claims on us today. "He that loveth father 

or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me." Listen 

to the Master's answer to the one who said, "Suffer 

me first to go and bury my father." It has no un

certain sound as to who is first: Jesus said, "Follow 

Me; and let the dead bury their dead." 

GOD CLAIMS THE BEST 

The other principle insisted on throughout Scrip

ture is, that God must have the best; anything else 

is contemptible in His sight. "Ye brought that which 

was tom, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought 

an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith 
the Lord. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in 

his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the 

Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith 

the Lord of hosts, and My name is dreadful among 

the heathen" (Mal. 1: 13, 14). 

To be accepted by God, the offering needed to be 
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without spot or blemish. The choice of the flock or 

herd was what God claimed. 

In Scripture the fat signifies the best and most 

satisfying portion (Ps. 63: 5), and this was all for 
God (Lev. 3: 16). Whoever ate of the fat of an 
offering was to be cut off from his people (Lev. 
7: 25). 

OUR LIVES ARE TESTED 

Dear fellow-Christian, is it not plain from the scrip
tures cited, what God expects of you and me? He 
wants our hearts, ourselves: and if He has this in 
reality, not in profession merely, He will have the 
first and best of our time, our money, our substance, 
our energies, our minds and our affections. 

It will not do, brethren, to get our breakfast and 
see the morning newspaper regularly, and find no 
time to feed and meditate on God's precious Word 
before the duties of the day begin. God's care and 
blessing will not rest upon such a course. "Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 

6: 33). 

It will not do to visit our friends in the evening, 

and then find it so late that a few moments of hur
ried and ineffectual prayer are all that is given to 

God. "Them that honor �1:e I will honor, and they 
that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed" ( 1 Sam. 

2: 30). 
It is not right, nor acceptable to God, to buy our 

goods first, and if any money is left, to spare a little 

for the Lord's cause. "Honor the Lord with thy sub

stance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
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so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine" (Prov. 3: 
9, 10). 

Someone may say, "This is legal, and we are under 
grace: why make much of what we give to God?" 
True, we are 'not under law, and should not measure 
out a meagre tithe to satisfy God's claims. He is 
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold; the earth and 
its fulness belong to Him and He needs not our sub
stance; but if our practice in tangible and material 
things is not an index to the state of our souls, what 
is? "Faith if it hath not works is dead, being alone" 
( J as. 2 : 1 7) . 

Goo's EXAMPLE

What a blessed example we ·have of God's desires 
in His own great gift. He sent His only begotten 
Son,"· His Well-beloved, and gave Him up for us all! 
Let it melt our eyes to tears and fill our souls with 
praise; and let us render the first and best of our 
substance and ourselves as a glad thank-offering to 

. our God. May it be our joy, in this way, to own 
that we are His, redeemed by Christ's precious blood. 

Goo's PORTION

"Praise the Saviour, ye who .know Him, 
Who can tell how 111tUch we owe Him? 
Gladly let us render to Him 

All we have and are." 

MAN'S PORTION 

"Jesus, my Saviour! Thou art mine, 
The Father's gift of love divine; 
All Thou hast done, and all Thou art, 
Are now the portion of my heart." 



GOD'S ROY AL BOUNTY 

THOSE who have to do with God are often aston-
ished and delighted, with the freeness, the large

ness, and the richness of His gifts. At such times 
we are reminded that as the heavens are higher than 
the earth so are God's ways higher than our ways, 
and God's thoughts higher than our thoughts. 

A lovely incident in the Old Testament illustrates 
the thought. The Queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon, and came to him bringing gifts and ask
ing him questions. Solomon answered all her ques
tions, and gave to her "all her desire whatsoever she 
asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his 
ROYAL BOUNTY" ( 1 Kings 10: 1-13) . 

Such was the wisdom of Solomon and such his 
power and generosity that the Queen from the south 
land exclaims, "It was a true report that I heard in 
mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. How
beit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told 
me: thy wisdom and thy prosperity exceedeth the 
fame which I heard." 

All this is a figure. Our Lord said, "The queen of 
the south shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation and shall condemn it: for she came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon: and, behold, a greater than Solomon is 
here" (Matt. 12: 42). 

There will doubtless be another and greater appli
cation in the millennial kingdom when kings shall 
seek Christ's throne in Jerusalem to learn of Him. 

34 
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But there is still another application to which I now 

direct your attention. 

GOD'S BOUNTY IN THE GOSPEL 

To every soul that seeks God in Christ, there comes 
a revelation of His wisdom and His grace that aston
ishes the mind, and satisfies the heart. The forgiven 
sinner uses the language of the oriental queen. "It 
was a true report ... but the half was not told me." 
He finds his questions answered, his needs met; and 
then what he never had expected, God gives of His 
ROYAL BOUNTY, that which is in His heart to give, 
what we never could have asked nor conceived. 

First let us consider the questions that trouble 
the sinner. A young man struggling with unbelief, 
due to modern teaching, came to my home. He could 
not believe that Jesus was God. He could not accept 
the virgin birth. Were not the reported miracles 
legends or exaggerations? Why should God hold men 
guilty for acting according to their nature? Was not 
the idea of hell merely suffering in this life? How 
could a good God punish men eternally? etc., etc. 
For five evenings of several hours each I had him 
read Scripture, sometimes whole chapters, to answer 
his questions, and I besought God to open his heart. 
God and His great enemy were striving for a precious 
soul! Late one night my telephone rang. It was 
my young friend. Said he, "Mr. Loizeaux, something 
has happened, my doubts are gone. I don't under
stand it, but my doubts are all gone." It was a 
blessed moment for me. I knew what had happened, 
and I said, "Praise God, John, you have been born 
of God I The Holy Spirit has come into your heart 
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and answered all your hard questions." Time has 
proved that this was indeed God's work in his soul. 
My friend has been for several years engaged in win
ning other young people to Christ. 

When we come to God, not only are our questions 
answered, our needs met, and our desires satisfied, 
but we find that besides this there is a wealth of 
blessing that we never expected: "As it is written, 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre
pared for them that love Him, but God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God" ( 1 Cor. 2: 
9, 10). These things are God's ROYAL BOUNTY.

Goo's BOUNTY IN NATURE

Let us consider some material things in the line of 
God's Bounty. In Genesis we are told how God pre
pared a habitation for man in this earth. Many neces
sary things are made for his subsistence. The ground, 
the air, the water, the sun to give light by day, and 
the moon by night. Then follows this quaint and 
suggestive sentence, "He made the stars also." Now, 
conceivably, man could live on earth without the 
stars, although they are useful in navigation, in keep
ing time, and so on. I like to think of them as God's 
royal bounty. Only in modem times since the de
velopment of the telescope, spectroscope, and higher 
mathematics, have men discovered the glories of the 
stars: their vast size and grandeur, their unspeakable 
number and inconceivable distance. All this should 
witness to men of the eternal power and Godhead of 
the Creator. The stars, then, are His royal bounty. 
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Consider the flowers. Conceivably, man could do 

without flowers, but God has given them in all their 
varied form and beauty to delight the eye and soul 

of man. Beasts do not admire flowers. Flowers are 

God's bounty to man. Then God made them sweet 

-delicate perfumes of many indescribable delights

to the sensitive nostrils of man. Also their colors.

What loveliness is exhibited in shape and color!

These all come from the mind and heart of God to

suggest to man the manifold love and loveliness of

the Divine Artist who conceived and made them.

And the birds. Some of them are good for food, 

but many seem made for song. There is a mocking

bird at my home in Maryland, that every morning 

pours out his varied notes. He sits singing on his 

accustomed perch, and suddenly flies straight up

ward, singing as in an ecstasy while on the wing, 

until he drops down again to the perch. To me, the 

song of birds is not a necessity nor anything for which 

I have asked, but I rejoice in it as just one small 

item of God's bounty. 

We can think of many temporal mercies that come 

unasked as God's bounties to mankind. He makes 

His sun to rise on the evil and on the good. This is 

strictly necessary for life, but God has added the 

loveliness of the dawn and the glories of the sunset. 

It is, however, when we turn from material to spir

itual things that we see God's royal bounty displayed 

in its greatness and glory. 

UNEXPECTED SPIRITUAL BOUNTY 

Can you remember your wretched condition as a 

sinner-guilty, defiled, lost? Do you remember 
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pleading for forgiveness? Do you recall your amaze
ment as God revealed His redeeming grace in the 
cross of Jesus? 

"Trembling I had hoped for mercy, 
So-me lone place within His door, 

But the crown, the throne, the mansion, 
All were ready long before!" 

Like the returning prodigal we were astonished at 
the royal liberality of our reception. The Father's 
kiss, the best robe, the golden ring, and the feast: 
what are these but ROYAL BOUNTY? The prodigal's 
reception illustrates God's way of giving. His heart 
and home are opened to welcome the repentant sinner. 

The more we learn of God's ways the more we dis
cover His greatness and goodness. "Ve asked for
giveness and He not only forgave, but justified us 
freely. We asked for a menial place and He made us 
sons. We hoped for pardon from the sentence of 
death and God gave us life everlasting. We craved 
peace for our guilty consciences and God gave us 
peace through the blood of Christ's cross, and then 
He added His own peace to comfort our hearts dur
ing our sojourn in a world of sorrow and conflict. 
This, too, is His royal bounty. 

As believers we are sometimes distressed, and we 
find that the Holy Spirit has been given for our Com
forter. We sometimes sin, alas, and we are told of 
Christ our Advocate. We feel our weakness, and are 
introduced to Christ our Great High Priest who is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. We seek 
God's face, and lo, He comes and makes His abode 
in our hearts. All this and more is not of our de
vising, but of God's royal bounty. 
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GOD'S BOUNTY IN TRIBULATION 

Sometimes tribulation comes, and we are tempted 

to think that God is not as good as we had believed. 

Like Paul, we pray for deliverance from some thorn 

in the flesh only to hear the Lord say, "My grace is 

sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness." Paul had received a great revelation. 

His barque had been given a great spread of sail 

raised to heavenly breezes, and now it must have a 

counter-weight of ballast to keep it from disaster. 

Such is the strange bounty sometimes given by our 

Royal Lord. May we be given grace to recognize 

our need of trial, and say with Paul, "Most gladly 

therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me." 

Seeing then that such a God is ours, let us come 

boldly to the throne of grace, and we shall find that 

He will do exceeding abundantly above all we ask 

or think. 

Let us seek to know God more fully. Paul prays 

that we may be strengthened with might by His 

Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in our 

hearts by faith, that we being rooted and grounded 

in love, may be able to apprehend, with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 

height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 

knowledge, that we might be filled with all the ful
ness of God (Eph. 3: 16-19). 

What is this "fulness of God?" Why, it is all His 

royal bounty that He has prepared for us in Christ. 

Let us then gird the loins of our mind and enter into 

God's thoughts for us. 



OPPORTUNITIES 

T
HE word "opportunity" is defined as a "favor-

able or advantageous time or occasion." It is 
derived from two words meaning "before" and 
"harbor," because it is when the ship is before the 

harbor that the mariner's opportunity has come to 
reach his goal. 

A man's opportunities, therefore, are those occa
sions when the objects of his life can be attained, or 
when progress can be made in accomplishing his 
purposes. 

THE OBJECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

What then are the Christian's opportunities? What 
are the objects of his life? Scripture speaks plainly 
on this question. First, toward men, he is an am
bassador of Christ (John 17: 18; 2 Cor. S: 20). 
Second, regarding himself, his goal is the glory ( 2 
Pet. 1 : 10, 11). And third, in relation to God, the 
Christian's aim is to glorify Him and to know Christ 
fully (1 Cor. 6: 20; Phil. 3: 7-14). · 

These great objects, of course, are impossible of 
attainment by the unregenerate man, and are made 
possible only to those who are partakers of the divine 

nature. On the other hand, the degree to which 
these objects are attained depends on the faithfulness 
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with which the Christian "redeems the opportunities" 
( Co 1. 4: 5, J. N. D. ) . 

Think for a moment of the vast difference that 
exists between Christians in this respect. One is 
scarcely to be distinguished from a worldling, while 
another ministers Christ to men on every side and 
is a channel of eternal blessing to precious souls. 
One is a half-hearted Christian, "saved so as by fire;'' 
another is a good soldier of Jesus Christ, marching on 
to an abundant entrance in the glory, where a crown 
of righteousness awaits him. One has little practical 
acquaintance with God; another suffers the loss of 
all things in order to win Christ. 

In the light of these truths we conclude, therefore, 
that a Christian's opportunities consist of every oc
casion which may be used to foster these blessed 
objects. 

EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS OPPORTUNITIES 

What then are we to think of the saying, "I never 
get an opportunity?" It does not sound like the 
language of faith. "If I could begin," "If my cir
cumstances were different," are too much on the lips 
of God's people. Scripture says, "His divine power 
hath given ,unto us· all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness" ( 2 Pet. 1 : 3) ; and if this be true, the 
circumstances of every Christ,ian must be the best 
suited to his needs. 

Circumstances may not be pleasant, but God loves 
His own too well to let temporal ease rob them of 
eternal blessing. It is a blessing in disguise when 
"we are chastened of the Lord that we should not 
be condemned with the world." Even such a time 
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of humiliation is an opportunity to be restored in 

soul; to be exercised as to our path, and cultivate the 

peaceful fruits of righteousness. 

Opportunities, then, are ever present with us: they 

may not be the kind we would choose, but they are 
those that God sends in perfect wisdom. In times of 
trouble we learn our weakness; in deliverance, we 
see God's power; in sorrow we experience His com
fort; and in joy His grace. 

Some one may still insist that they have few op
portunities, and quote in support of this, "Ye lacked 
opportunity" (Phil. 4: 10). This relates to a par
ticular object-ministering to the apostle. We see, 
in ver. 16, that the Philippians had in the past been 
notable for their frequent ministry to him, and 
were again sending by the hand of Epaphroditus. 

Doubtless, it was for a very good reason that God 
did not give them another opportunity in the mean
time, possibly that they might minister to others; 
but we should carefully note that this passage does 
not teach that opportunities were lacking to do the 
will of God in the fullest way. When therefore we 
purpose to do something which we believe is accord
ing to God, and no opportunity is presented, let us 
patiently wait God's time and see that we do not 

neglect those things that are at hand. 

SMALL OPPORTUNITIES 

It is a great mistake to slight opportunities because 
they are small. The greatest born of women esteemed 

himself unworthy to do the most menial service for 

Christ. The majesty of the One we serve transforms 

the humblest office into one of highest honor. We 
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get God's estimate of small opportunities used for 

Him in the story of the widow's two mites, and in 
the reward for a cup of cold water given in Christ's 

name. 

When a Christian manifests a restless, dissatisfied 
spirit, it is because he does not realize the manifold 
opportunities which God has set before him. The apostle 

said, "I have learned in whatsoever state I am there
with to be content;" and he states as the mind of 
the Spirit, "Let every man abide in the same calling 
wherein he was called." What peace of mind this 
truth would foster if we gave it full place in our 
thoughts; and what joy and courage would be ours 

if we always realized that God has a plan for each 

of His own. "We are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2: 10). 

LOST OPPORTUNITIES 

As we have to watch against the evil of discontent

merit with our lot, so also we need to avoid careless

ness in our conduct. It is true that we always have 

opportunities which may be used for God, but it is 

also true that opportunities may be lost. "The poor 

ye have always with you, but Me ye have not al

ways." In view of the brevity of life, the thought 

of neglected opportunities is very sad. Many Chris

tian deathbeds are touched with sorrow because of a 

life misspent. So much good to others not done; so 

much treasure laid up on earth and missed in heaven 

-so little done for God's glory! It has been said

that one who serves Christ only near the end of his
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life is making an offering to God of the devil's leav-
1ngs. 

A few practical examples of neglected opportuni
ties will help us. A young Christian has been for years 
where there is sound teaching and gifted ministry 
of the Word, but for lack of exercise lets it pass 
with little profit and spiritual growth. Circumstances 
then place him at a distance from his brethren, where 
he is hard pressed by evil teaching, and keenly real
izes his ignorance of the Scripture and lack of spir
itual power. Another is listless in prayer-meetings 
and perhaps perfunctory in his private reading, and 
he wonders why his ministry is not appreciated, or 
why so few doors are open. The reason is that op
portunities for gaining power and freshness have been 
neglected. Still another feels his lack of usefulness, 
but when a chance to speak for Christ is presented, 
courage fails, and another precious opportunity is 
gone. We will invariably find that those who sigh 
for opportunities are those who refuse to improve them 
when they are at hand. If we enter every door, no 
matter how insignificant, we shall find much blessing 
inside. If we redeem the smallest opportunities, we 
will he given greater: "To him that hath shall more 
be given." Brethren, little do we think of the eternal 
riches which we are letting slip, which might be 
treasured up in heaven. 

GLORIOUS OPPORTUNITIES 

Just one more thought. There are opportunities 
before every one of us so glorious that the archangel 
well might covet them. All have the privilege to 
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bear testimony to Christ and confess Him in the 

scene of His rejection (Matt. 10: 32). We can 

"suffer for His sake" (Phil. 1: 29), "and if we suffer, 
we shall also reign with Him." We can now walk 
by faith (2 Cor. S: 7). We can stand fast in a day 

of declension (Rev. 3: 11) and have sweet communion 

with the Lord (Rev. 3: 20). 

May the Lord open our eyes to these things and 
encourage us to press on until we see His loved face, 

and hear Him say, "Well done ... enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 

., ., ., 



FAITH IN FOUR ASPECTS 

f AITH is a principle of immense importance in the

lives of men. Faith in God and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ transforms such lives, and determines their 
eternal destiny. 

In Paul's Epistles, faith is the principle wrought 
of God in the soul. True faith involves both mind and 
heart. "With the heart man believeth unto right
eousness" (Rom. 10: 10) .* The mind must be con
vinced, and the heart must be exercised. 

Scripture speaks of faith in the individual believer 
in four aspects or connections: 

First: Faith, in salvation. 
Second: Faith, as productive of good works. 
Third: Faith, as making real the unseen. 
Fourth: Faith, in prayer. 
We will take these up in the order given. 

FAITH, IN SALVATION 

Throughout the entire Scriptures faith is the vital 
requirement for salvation. In the Old Testament 
faith appears as a living fact in the lives of men. The 
comment on these men of faith is found in the 11th 
chapter of Hebrews. 

In the New Testament the necessity of faith for 
salvation is stated as a doctrine. The great exposition 
of the doctrine of faith, as necessary for justification, 

•Quotations are from J. N. D.'s "New Translation.''
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is found in Romans. The doctrine set forth in this 
Epistle is briefly as follows: 

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth ( Rom. 1 : 16). Apart from 
faith in the gospel-faith in Christ our Saviour-man 
is hopelessly lost, as demonstrated in chapters 1, 2, 
and 3; the conclusion being that, "ALL have sinned, 

and come short of the glory of God." Paul estab
lishes the indisputable fact that all men are sinners, 
and also that none can be justified by their works in 
the sight of God. "By works of law no flesh shall be 
justified before God." This universal ruin of man 
is further emphasized in chapter 5 by the statements 
that man is without strength, is ungodly, and at en
mity toward God. This condition of man would be 
hopeless, apart from the grace of God, who has pro
vided a way of salvation open to all through faith in 
Jesus Christ. God's grace has operated in sending 
Jesus Christ to be a Saviour for the whole world. 
Christ has given His life, has shed His blood for sin
ners, thereby manifesting to all the world God's love 
for man, and God's holiness in judging sin. God now 
invites sinners to approach Him in faith through 
Jesus Christ, and He is righteous in so doing. For 
now, "apart from law, the righteousness of God is 
borne witness to by the law and the prophets-the 
righteousness of God, by faith of Jesus Christ, toward 
all, and upon all those who believe" (Rom. 3: 21, 22). 

In chapter 5: 1, 2 we have set forth the immense 
results of justification by faith: "Therefore, having 
been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace 
toward God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
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we have also access by faith into this favor in which 

we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.'' 

Well may the Christian rejoice in a salvation based 

on the death of Christ and the righteousness of God, 
made good to him on the principle of faith. Every 

question of guilt and sin is settled, access into God's 
presence is given, and the future is made bright with 

the glory of God. This is the portion of everyone 
who has faith in Jesus. 

THE WORKS OF FAITH 

The second great result of faith is the transforma
tion of the life of the believer. God has not only 
done a perfect work for the sinner, but in everyone 

who believes He does a work in his soul. "For we 
are His workmanship, having been created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared 
that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2: 10). A vast 
amount of doubt and distress has been caused by 
failure to see these two great truths, namely, that 
we are freely justified by God's grace, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, on the principle 
of faith, and that after having been thus justified by 

the work of Jesus, God works in the soul producing 

good works. 
The apostle James distinguishes true faith from an 

empty profession by this statement: "Faith, if it has 

not works, is dead by itself" (J as. 2: 1 7). Professing 

Christians may well test themselves by this solemn 

statement, and we all do well to examine our manner 

of life, our works, as to how much they prove to be 

works of faith-works that accompany salvation. 

Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, said that in 
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his prayers he remembered unceasingly their work of 
faith, and recalls how "they turned to God from idols 
to serve a living and true God." This is the proper 
characteristic of a Christian life. 

FAITH MAKES REAL THE UNSEEN 

A third effect of faith is that it enables us to ap
prehend the unseen and spiritual things of God, and 
makes them living realities to the soul. "Now faith 
is the substantiating of things hoped for, the convic
tion of things unseen" (Heb. 11: 1). Abraham was 
a pilgrim in Canaan, for "he looked for a city which 
has foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God." 
He "desired a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one." Faith made the eternal and unseen things real 
to him. Faith does the same thing for us. Salvation 
is as real to the believer as any earthly possession, 
and more so, in that it abides forever. God's work 
in his soul is more real to him than any mental 
acquisition that he may obtain through education. 
Jesus Christ is as real to the believer as his nearest 
friend, and heaven is as definite a place as his own 
earthly dwelling, and far more to be desired. 

Faith answers a thousand questions that we other
wise could not answer. Faith tells us where we came 
from, why we are here, and where we are going. 
Faith tells us the origin of all material things. "By 
faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that that which is seen should 
not take its origin from things which appear" (Heb. 
11: 3). How precious is this faith which opens heaven 
to us and makes us able to commune with God while 
still in a world at enmity with Him. Let us be jealous 
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that no fleshly lusts, or sin, which so easily besets us, 

spoil our appreciation of unseen things. 

THE PRAYER OF FAITH 

The fourth great result of faith in God is to make 
it possible for us to approach Him in prayer with 
the assurance that He hears us. There is a great 
difference in this respect in individual believers. Some 
are known as men of great faith, others of little faith. 
Some have power with God, as did Jacob when he 
clung to the Angel-Jehovah for His blessing, and his 
name was changed to Israel. What a grand privilege 
vouchsafed to man to have power with the Almighty! 
What a noble figure was Moses pleading with God 
for the sinful people, when he succeeded in turning 
aside the judgment that was hanging over the guilty 
nation. 

The prayer of faith is conditioned in Scripture on 
several things. James tells us, "The fervent suppli
cation of the righteous man has much power. Elias 
was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with 
prayer* that it should not rain, and it did not rain 
upon the earth for three years and six months. And 

again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the 

earth caused its fruit to spring forth" (James 

5: 16-18). 

This principle r,uns throughout Scripture, that God 

will give more heed to a righteous man than to one 

who is not righteous. Another principle is that we 

•He "prayed with prayer" is a Hebraism, to show the earn
estness of the prayer-a supplication. 
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should ask according to God's will. "If we ask any

thing according to His will He heareth us" ( 1 John 

S: 14). Importunity in prayer is a mark of faith, 

and we are urged to perseverance until we receive 

God's answer to our request. God's answer will be 

for our good; and if our requests are not for our 

good He will answer in another way, according to 

His perfect knowledge and His perfect love. We are 

encouraged to make the utmost use of the prayer of 

faith. "Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 

be full" (John 16: 24). May we know more of the 

prayer of faith and the abundant answers that God 

gives to those who ask in faith, nothing doubting. 

FOUR GREAT BLESSINGS 

To summarize: 

1. Faith makes ours the mighty riches of God's
salvation. 

2. Faith bears fruit in our daily life, producing
good works, like riches laid up in heaven. 

3. Faith, in connection with the unseen, brings us
into God's presence. 

4. Finally, faith enables us to lay hold of God for
all our needs, and gives us power with God to inter
cede for others, claiming every good thing which is 
according to His will. 

May God grant us more richly the fulness of faith 

as set before us in His Word. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF PRAYER 

A 
CHRISTIAN friend once told the writer that he
did not consider it necessary to pray for his per-

sonal needs, because God already knew them. My 
reply was that his theory would be abandoned as 

soon as he had a need so deep and imperative that a 
cry unto God would be the natural and instinctive ex

pression of his soul. He was still young in the faith; 

and later learned the lesson of the value of prayer 
for every need. 

God knows the circumstances of every soul, yet He 
instructs us to pray for ourselves and for others. Why 

is this so? What is the necessity of my praying to 

the all-wise God? Will my pleadings move the 

Almighty to do what He otherwise would not do? 

Men are constantly receiving God's blessings, and 

are ignorant or oblivious of them, or from whom they 

come. Their understanding is ,unfruitful. Their 

hearts are unmoved, and God receives no glory. 

God removes His blessings and men are troubled. 

He sends drought, or storm, or war, or pestilence, 

and men cry for deliverance, and God hears them. 

Psalm 107 is a grand exposition of the ways of God 

with men, and gives us the divine philosophy of 

prayer. 
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"For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wii:id, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

They mount up to the heavens, they go down again 
to the depths : 

Their soul melteth away because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 

man, 
And are at their wits' end. 
Then they cry unto Jehovah in their trouble, 
And He bringeth them out of their distresses; 
He maketh the storm a calm, 
So that the waves thereof are still. 
Then they are glad because they are quiet; 
So He bringeth them unto their desired haven. 
Oh that men would praise Jehovah for His loving

kindness, 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 
Let them exalt Him also in the assembly of the 

people, 
And praise Him in the seat of the elders" (vers.25-33). 

The philosophy here is as follows: 

( 1) God creates a great need.
( 2) Men cry to the Lord in their trouble.
( 3) God brings them out of their distresses.
( 4) Then they are glad.
( S) They praise the Lord for His goodness, and

exalt Him among the people. 

It is sometimes necessary that men should be 
brought to fearful straits, to be in the grip of awful 
circumstances against which they are powerless. Then 
they cry to God, and learn the goodness of the 
Almighty. 

How quaint and how searching is the closing verse 
of this great psalm l "Whoso is wise will give heed to 
these things; and they will consider the loving-kind
nesses of Jehovah." 

So then, one of the great objects of prayer is that 
we might know God and understand His loving
kindness. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER IN ISRAEL'S RESTORATION 

To see clearly just the place that prayer occupies 

in God's blessing of mankind, consider the pitiful con

dition of Israel in the last days of the Judges. The 

last five chapters of the book of Judges describe 

frightful conditions of moral corruption, idolatry, and 

civil war among the twelve tribes. The last verse 

says, "In those days there was no king in Israel: 

every man did that which was right in his own eyes." 

The priesthood too, was corr,upt. Eli's sons were 

wicked, and caused men to abhor the offering of the 

Lord. 

HANNAH'S DISTRESS AND PRAYER, 
USED TO BEGIN REVIVAL IN ISRAEL 

God in His goodness purposed to purify and revive 

His people, but how does He begin? He closes the 

womb of a godly woman, and brings her into deep 

distress because of her barrenness. Hannah's grief 

drove her to God in impassioned entreaty for a son. 

She vows to give him unto the Lord in a consecrated 

life. 

Samuel is the answer to that mighty prayer, and 

Hannah dedicates him to the Lord in a psalm of tri

umphant praise that rivals the inspired utterances of 

David, or of the Virgin Mother. 

SAMUEL'S PRAYERS ARE GOD'S 
MEANS OF BLESSING 

Samuel is established as God's prophet, to announce 

God's judgment on Israel's sin, and to lead them as 

faithful priest and intercessor. Thus revival was be-
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gun. Saul is made king as the people's choice, but 

Samuel continues as God's priest and prophet until 

after David is anointed king. Samuel expresses his 

mission in these lovely words, "God forbid that I 

should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for 

you: hut I will teach you the good and right way" 

( 1 Sam. 12: 23). 

DAVID'S PRAYERS GOD'S CHANNEL OF 

BLESSING TO ISRAEL AND THE WHOLE EARTH 

Thus we have traced the chain of God's blessing, 

from the prayers of Hannah to Samuel and David. 
Who can describe the matchless prayers of David, 

God's battle-champion and deliverer, the sweet singer 

of Israel, God's chosen and anointed king? The 

Psalms were not only Israel's hymnal but are the 

heart-throbs of the godly of all ages, and will lead 

God's praises in the coming kingdom of Christ. 

Let these high examples ennoble our thoughts of 
the immense value of prayer; prayer that lays hord 
on God with the energy of faith. 

OUR LORD'S TEACHING AS TO PRAYER 

In Matthew 24: 20 our Lord tells His disciples to 
pray that their flight from Jerusalem be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath-day. Surely God could 
easily arrange (without such prayer) that the image 

of the Beast should be set up on some day other 

than the sabbath, and thus Jewish believers could 
flee immediately and escape death. Also, God could 

easily arrange for the flight to be in the summer-time, 
so that the poor mothers and children will be spared 
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suffering due to cold, in their terrified flight from the 

persecutors. 

Why then does Christ instruct them to pray that 

their flight be not in the winter nor on the sabbath

day? The answer is not hard to find. It is to make 

them conscious of the danger; to express their need 
to God in prayer; to receive the mercy at His hands, 

and to praise Him for His goodness. 

Prayer moves the Hand that moves the worlds. God 

desires a known relationship with men. He seeks 

the intelligent fellowship and the confiding trust of 

His people. He wants their love and worship. Jesus 

said: "Ask, and it shall be given unto you: seek, and 

ye shall find: knock, and it shall be opened unto 

you" (Luke 11: 9). This is a crescendo of insistent 

supplication for the intervention of God on our be
half. 

The Lord encourages importunity in prayer to a 

point we would think presumptuous, in the parable 

of the widow and the unjust judge (Luke 18: 1-8). 

James says that we have not because we ask not 

(Jas. 4: 2). 

PRAYER IN THE PRESENT DISPENSATION 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

In the present dispensation the Holy Spirit indwells 

each believer, and He teaches us to pray: "For we 

know not what we should pray for as we ought: but 

the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with 

groanings which cannot be ,uttered" ( Rom. 8: 2 6). 

This is a marvelous provision for prayer according 

to the will of God! God, who knows our need, moves 
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us by His Spirit to pray, and the Holy Spirit adds His 

own intercession for us. 

As we have to do with God, we find in our own 

experience the same law of prayer that we have traced 

in the Scriptures, namely, God allows some deep need 

to drive us to Himself, to cast ourselves utterly on 

His grace. We learn to wait patiently on God for 

His answer, and He finally delivers us from our dis

tresses. Then are we glad, and praise the Lord for His 

goodness, and we exalt His name among the people. 

Thus God is the first cause of true prayer, as well 

as the One to whom it is made and by whom it is 

answered. Prayer is a vital and essential part of 

God's dealings with men. 

CONCLUSION 

Seeing then that God has been pleased to make 

prayer a vital act in His plans for blessing, let us 

avail ourselves of His gracious invitation to come to 

Him with every need for ourselves, and also to inter

cede for others. Let us come to our Heavenly Father 

with confidence in His power and grace. Let us ask 

largely, not sparing ourselves the heart-exercise that 

this involves. Then we shall receive the mercies we 

have craved from Him. We shall be rich with the 

riches that He delights to give, and, best of all, we 

shall have the wonderful fellowship and exalted priv

ilege of being workers together with God ( 2 Cor. 
6: 1). 
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THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY 

QN first thought it may seem paradoxical to speak 
of a "Law of Liberty," for laws often restrict 

our liberties. On second thought, however, we may 
clearly discern the meaning. A man and his wife 
who dearly love each other, esteem it their greatest 
liberty and privilege to obey the slightest wish of 
the other. The expressed desire of one, is a law of 
liberty for the other. 

For the true Christian, the Word of God may be
come a perfect law of liberty. This does not occur at 
once in a Christian's experience. but is a develop
ment in four wonderful stages, described in James 
1: 18-25. These stages are as follows: 

NEW BIRTH 

First: "Of His own will begat He us with the 
word of truth" (ver. 18). New birth is the grand 
beginning of God's work in the soul, which is to 
finally result in our loving to do His will. It is im
possible for the natural man to love God or to please 
Him ( 1 Cor. 2: 14). When a repenting sinner turns 
to God, he is met, like the prodigal, with the kiss of 
forgiveness, but this is only half the story. God of 
His own sovereign will imparts to the believing sin
ner the divine nature, making him a child of God 
and receiving him into His own family (John 1: 12, 
13). This glorious creative work is wrought by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through the gospel. "Being 
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born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrupt

ible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth 

for ever" ( 1 Peter 1: 23). 
Having this new life from God, one might ask, 

"What more is needed?" In one sense, nothing; for 

this life is eternal; but a new-born babe should grow 
and develop to full manhood. This growth the 
apostle James describes in the three remaining steps. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Second: "Receive with meekness the engrafted 
Word" (ver. 21). The Word by which we were be
gotten is now engrafted or planted in our souls, 

where it is to be allowed to grow and bear fruit. It 

requires meekness, or submission, to learn from God's 
Word things foreign to our natural hearts. We must 

become little children in God's school. We must dis
ciple ourselves to the Master who said, "Take My 
yoke upon you, and learn of Me." This takes time. 

It is not an event like the new birth, but a process 
of growth and of education. It is faster in some than 

in others, and lasts through our earthly life. Not all 

reach the same standards: some are in the primary 
grades, others in the high school, and few perhaps 

in advanced classes. As in our secular schools the 

ranks grow thinner in the higher grades. 

CORRECTION AND TRANSFORMATION 

Third: The Word of God becomes a mirror to re
veal to us our true condition (vers. 22-24). The Word 

is a discerner, or critic, of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. It is well for us if we submit ourselves 

to its criticism, and heed its rebuke; then we shall be 
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"doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
our own selves." This heavenly mirror not only 

shows us ourselves as God sees us, but also reveals 
Christ to our souls, so that while looking on Him we 
are transformed to His image (2 Cor. 4: 18). 

THE GREAT RESULT 

Fourth: The Word of God becomes for the doer 
thereof, "the perfect law of liberty" (ver. 25). What 
a precious consummation of God's work in the souls 
of His children! We love the gospel by which we 
were begotten of God. We crave the Word which is 
the bread of life to our souls and on which we feed. 
We reverence that living Word which corrects us, 
and we find our Lord's commands no more a galling 
yoke, but a law of liberty. 

The perfect example of this liberty is found in 
Jesus who said, "My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent Me and to finish His work," and again, 
"Not My will, but Thine be done." 

But by the grace and faithfulness of God this 
lovely transformation of character from the selfish 
life to the life for Christ is found also in His failing 
saints in their measure. David said, "0 how I love 
Thy law; it is my meditation all the day." Paul 
said, "For me to live is Christ." John said, "Whoso 
keepeth His Word, in him verily the love of God is 
perfected.'' 

FOUR PRACTICAL STEPS 

In conclusion: How then may we practically ex
perience this transformation into conformity with the 

will of God? 



The Per/ ect Law of Liberty 61 

First: Let us be certain that we are not merely 

trying to build character on fallen human nature as 

so many are doing today. Unitarians and modernist 

teachers of religion are building on a foundation of 

sand. Be sure you are on the firm foundation of 

Christ crucified for sinners, redeemed with the pre

cious blood of Christ, born into God's family, par

takers of the divine nature. 

Second: Receive daily the engrafted Word. Prayer

ful reading and study of the Scriptures with wise 

use of the abundant ministry that God has given to 

His Church, will feed your soul with milk, bread, 

and strong meat, according to your need and ability 

to digest it. "Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 

of God" (Matt. 4: 4). 

Third: Court the correction of your life by the 

searching sword of God's Word. Challenge every 

thought and action in its holy light. See your own 

soul in its clear mirror. Judge yourself, that God 

may find it unnecessary to use the rod, and you will 

surely reap the precious harvest. 

Fourth: The very Word of God to which you have 

submitted will be to you a Law of Liberty. God's 

holy will may become, through grace, your will, lead

ing you on from strength to strength in His happy 

service. May it be so for each of us, for His name's 

sake. 
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FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER 

QNE of the most solemn warnings that the Lord 
Jesus gave to His disciples was that concerning 

an unforgiving spirit toward those who off end us. 
He says that we should pray, "Forgive us our debts, 

as we have forgiven our debtors," and He explains as 
follows: "For if you forgive others when they offend 
you, your heavenly Father will forgive you too. But 
if you do not forgive others when they off end you, 
your heavenly Father will not forgive you for your 
offences" (l\tlatt. 6: 12, 14, 15).* 

ONE EXPLANATION OF UNHAPPY LIVES 

Does not this warning explain many sorrows among 
Christians? Some have hard lives, and harsh treat
ment from their fellows, corresponding closely to their 
unkind and critical ways toward others. Have you 
not seen Christians limping through life, unhappy 
and disappointed, with few (if any) friends, instead 
of bubbling over with joy, and living in the sweet 
comfort of Christian love and fellowship? What is 
the reason? It is not far to seek. They have been 
unforgiving toward others. They are, under God's 
government, reaping the results of their own sowing. 

•The quotations are from Coodspeed's Translation.
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Our Lord says again: "Men will pay you back with 

the same measure you have used with them" (Matt. 

7: 2). 

Perhaps you recall a grudge you hold against some

one. You say, "He was wrong!" Yes, but the Lord 

says, "Forgive him." "But he was so mean." Yes; 

but forgive him. "But he told a lie." That is the 

reason he needs forgiveness. The offences we are to 

forgive are real ones: imaginary wrongs need no for-
g1veness. 

WHY WE SHOULD, AND MUST, FORGIVE OTHERS 

What is the basis of and necessity for this forgiv

ing spirit required by the Master? It is the fact that 
the Christian has been freely forgiven an enormous 
debt that he could never pay. In Matt. 18 we have 
the full explanation in the case of the wicked servant. 
The king says, "You wicked slave! I cancelled all 
that debt of yours when you entreated me. Ought 
you not to have taken pity on your fellow-slave, as 

I did on you? So his master in his anger handed 
him over to the jailers, until he should pay all that 
he owed him. That is what My heavenly Father will 
do to you, if you do not each forgive your brother 
from your hearts." 

Who can estimate our debt of sins against God? 

It is so great, and so freely forgiven, that we may 
well afford to remit all sins against ourselves. And 
this forgiveness must be from the heart. An outward 
forgiveness, while nourishing an inward grudge, will 

not do, for "God looketh at the heart." 
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REPENTANCE IS FOR GOD TO JUDGE 

Some reader may object at this point, and say: 

"Scripture requires repentance in the offender." Yes, 

but that is his responsibility, and should not be con

fused with your duty of keeping your heart free from 
bitterness or ill-will. Our Lord says: "If your brother 

wrong you, take it up with him, and if he repents, 
forgive him. And if he wrongs you seven times a 
day, and seven times turns to you and says, I am 
sorry, you must forgive him" (Luke 17: 3). In 
other words, you cannot judge your brother's heart, 
or measure his repentance; if he says, "I am sorry," 
you must forgive him. 

What a world of sorrow simple obedience to this 
command would have saved I Forgiveness is withheld 

for years, and lives are embittered thereby. Scripture 
requires us to forgive on the very first expression of 
regret, or acknowledgment of wrong. It is the Lord's 
business to search the heart, to measure the depth 
of repentance, and to deal with the soul. What 

misery has been wrought by men setting themselves 
up as judges of the consciences of their brethren 1 

PERHAPS I AM AT FAULT 

Of course all the foregoing refers to a real offence 
of some one against me, while I am faultless. In 
most cases there is fault on both sides, and in this 
case I am powerless to help my brother until my own 
fault is found and confessed. The Master says, "Why 
do you keep looking at the speck in your brother's 

eye, and pay no attention to the beam that is in your 

own?" (Matt. 7: 3). 
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WORSHIP IS NOT ACCEPTED FROM 

AN UNFORGIVING SPIRIT 

65 

There is another solemn warning given by our 

Lord as to the acceptability of our worship in con

nection with this matter. He insists that worship is 

worthless when proffered by a man at odds with his 

brother. "When you are presenting your gift at the 

altar, if you remember that your brother has any 

grievance against you, leave your gift right there be

fore the altar, and go and make up with your brother; 

then come back and present your gift" (Matt. 5: 

23, 24). 

How much so-called worship this excludes I What 

astonishment may be found in the day of examination 

at the futility of supposed worship by many who were 

not reconciled to their brethren! 

JUDGING ONE ANOTHER 

Severe judgments have been made on godly souls. 

Harsh sentences are passed, because of a difference 

of judgment on ecclesiastical matters of discipline. 

Saints are separated, life-long friendships broken, and 

even families divided on a mistaken plea of right

eousness, or even love to Christ I We may excuse a 

harsh action by calling it "love for righteousness," 

but Scripture reveals that this is false, like the right

eo.usness of the Pharisees. 

It has been claimed that our Lord's commands in 

the sermon on the mount are Jewish, and therefore 

not binding on Christians I But how shall such a 

claim escape the searching words of the Spirit through 
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Paul? "You must be kind to one another, you must 

be tender-hearted, and forgive one another, just as 

God through Christ has forgiven you. So follow God's 

example, like His dear children, and lead loving lives, 

just as Christ loved you and gave Himself for you, 

as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God" (Eph. 4: 

32-5: 2).

May God in His mercy open our eyes to the folly 

of a harsh spirit, and enable us to practise love and 

kindness and gentleness to one another and to all 
men! 
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THE SPIRIT OF FRUITFUL 

MINISTRY 

T
O those who have a sincere desire to be used of

God for the blessing of others, it is important 

that their own souls should be in a right condition. 

They should be in such a spirit that God can use 

them in fruitful ministry. 

Many Christians assume that they have no respon

sibility to minister to others in spiritual things, but 

Scripture teaches that there is one body, and every 

member ministers to the body, even though it be in 

a hidden way. "Those members of the body which 

seem to be more feeble are necessary" (1 Cor. 12: 

2 2). Every true child of God, then, should minister 

to the body of Christ, and everyone should be deeply 

concerned that his or her ministry be not hindered. 

This ministry is not only in public speaking (for 

which comparatively few are adapted), but also in 

pastoral work, in exhortation, in comforting those in 

sorrow, in prayer for others, in showing hospitality, 

and in other ways by which the needs of Christians 

are met, while the need of a sinful world is met by 

the gospel. 

THE MINISTRY OF MOSES AND ELIJAH 

Let us inquire what manner of spirit it is which 

God owns with blessing and fruitfulness. We can 

get much light on this question by attentive observa

tion of two of God's most honored servants in times 
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of crisis-Moses and Elijah. These two men are 
similar in a number of striking aspects. They both 
viewed the glory of God in Horeb. They both fasted 
forty days in the consciousness of Jehovah's glory. 
They were both in a place of special relationship with 
God in connection with Israel. They were both pres
ent in the scene 'of Christ's glory on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and talked of His decease. 

There are also striking contrasts in the ministry 
of Moses and Elijah, which are full of instruction 
for those who would serve God. Let us look at the 
ministry of these devoted men. 

The crisis of Moses' life was perhaps when he stood 
on Mt. Sinai before the Lord, pleading for Israel when 
they had sinned against God in the making of a 
golden calf. Let us notice four graces of brilliant 
lustre in Moses' conduct at this time. The account 
is found in Exod. 32. 

1. Love for the people of God. Notwithstanding
the terrible rebellion and idolatry of the people, · 
Moses does not waver in his love for them. He places 
himself between God and the guilty nation, and offers 
himself as a victim to cover their sin. "And Moses 
returned unto the Lord, and said, Oh, this people 
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods 
of gold! Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin
and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book 
which Thou hast written" (Exod. 32: 31, 32). The 
depth of love that could say this has few parallels 
in human history, and is possible only to one who 
had caught the spirit of his Master, of whom it is 
written, "God commendeth His love toward us, in 
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that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

There is no doubt that this love for the people of 
God was the underlying principle governing Moses' 
words and action. God could well trust His people 
in the hands of a shepherd like this. 

2. Care for God's glory. Not only did Moses love
the people of Israel, but he was jealous for God's 
glory. When Moses saw the idolatry of the people, 
he called to him all who were on the Lord's side, and 
executed judgment on the sinning people; then he 
returned to plead with God to avert their utter de
struction. Moses' view of God's glory, and his re
markable estimation of its value, is shown by two 
things. First: His chief argument for God's mercy 
to the people is that the destruction of the people 
would give God's enemies an opportunity to question 
the sincerity of His purpose in leading them out of 
Egypt ( vers. 11, 12) . Second: God had sworn to their 
fathers that He would bless and multiply their seed, 
and Moses pleads the dignity of God's own name to 
keep His promise ( ver. 13) . 

These two principles laid hold of God's very nature. 
They appealed for the maintenance of God's glory in 
the eyes of the world, and in the eyes of God's people, 
and the pleading is successful, for it is immediately 
said, "And the Lord repented of the evil which He 

thought to do unto His people" (ver. 14). 

3. Faith in God. Moses assumes, all through, God's
power to forgive and bless the erring people. This 
is due simply to his unwavering and childlike faith 
that it was in God's power to find a way to save and 
to bless. No matter how terrible the departure, 
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Moses believes that there are still some who will come 

out on the Lord's side, and whom God can use to 

mitigate the judgment on the sinning nation. Moses' 

confidence is in God. Not one condition or promise 

does he make in behalf of the people, but God's grace 

is laid hold of, with a splendid persistency of faith. 

4. Humility. A very beautiful trait in Moses at

this time is his real humility. What a temptation to 

self-exaltation was the dignity with which he was in
vested 1 He was as God to Aaron and to the people. 

He humbled Pharaoh, the greatest king of the earth, 

and he was called up on the mount of God to talk 

with Jehovah face to face, as a man talks with his 

friend, while the people in the valley below trembled 

to draw near. All this does not seem to tempt Moses 
to pride; in fact, pride cannot live in God's presence. 

Moses' humility is seen in his unwillingness to lead 
the people into the Land except Jehovah's presence 

went with them. He pleads for this condition and 
God grants his request. 

THE SPillIT OF FRUITFUL MINISTRY 

I think we may say that the four principles men
tioned in Moses' behavior indicate the spirit of fruit

ful ministry-Love for God's people; care for God's 

glory; faith in God's purpose and power to bless; 

and humility as to himself. This was the spirit in 

which Moses stood before God as a successful medi

ator. God's answer to this beautiful condition of soul 
in His servant is to entrust him afresh to lead the 

nation to the land of promise (ver. 34). God gives 
him a new and wonderful proof of His approval and 
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fellowship: "The Lord spake unto Moses face to 
face, as a man speaketh unto his friend" ( chap. 33: 
11). 

A spirit such as we see in Moses cannot fail to be 
an instrument of blessing. God cannot deny Himself, 
and when we plead God's love, His glory, and His 
power in behalf of His people, or in behalf of a sinful 
world, we may surely expect His abundant answer. 

ELIJAH'S GREAT TRIUMPH AT CARMEL 

Elijah had been a very faithful servant of Jehovah. 
Living in a time when Israel's unfaithfulness had be
come chonic, he had a sad lot in the necessity of 
prophesying of judgment, as well as blessing. Israel 
had turned from Jehovah to the worship of Baal, and 
to Elijah's eyes the worship of Jehovah had died out 
of the land. 

In 1 Kings, chapter 18, we have the account of the 
apostasy, when on Mt. Carmel Elijah, single-handed, 
challenges all the prophets of Baal, four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the Ashera, four hundred, 
to a contest as to who was really God. The prophets 
of Baal cry to their god without the slightest answer; 

while Jehovah answers Elijah's prayer with fire from 
heaven that cons.umes the sacrifice. The prophets of 
Baal are taken and slain at the brook Kishon. The 
judgment against idolatry having been carried out, 
Elijah tells Ahab of an abundance of rain coming 
upon the drought-stricken land. 

ELIJAH'S FLIGHT FROM JEZEBEL 

In chapter 19, Elijah having triumphed over the 
prophets of Baal flees for his life from the murderous 

•
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anger of Jezebel, and sits down under a juniper tree, 

requesting that he might die. The prophet, who had 

braved the opposition of 850 idolatrous prophets, flees 

from this wicked woman and asks the Lord to take 

away his life. Elijah's spirit sinks into complete 

despondency. He may have expected a great moral 

revival in the nation as a result of the destruction 

of the prophets of Baal, but he has not the patience 

to wait on God for results. 

God, in His goodness, does not take away the 

prophet's life as he had requested, but sends him food 
at the hands of an angel, which so marvelously 

strengthens him that he goes in the strength of that 

food forty days and forty nights unto Horeb, the 

mount of God. It was in God's heart not to take 

away his life, but to translate him without seeing 
death into heaven itself. But Elijah did not know at 

this time the gracious purpose of his God. 

THE LORD TESTS HIS SERVANT AT HOREB 

To clearly understand the prophet's position at 
Horeb, we must have in mind verses 9-18 of the 19th 
chapter: 

"And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He 
said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken 
Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain 
Thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the 
Lord was not in the wind : and after the wind an 
earthquake; but the Lo�d w�s not i� the eart?quake: 



The Spirit of Fruitful Ministry 73 

and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not 
in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And 
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his mantle, and went out and stood in the 
entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a 
voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts: because the children of Israel have for
saken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and 
slain Thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way 
to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, 
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the 
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel; 
and Elijah the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt 
thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall 
come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of 
Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from 
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left 
Me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kissed him." 

THE SAD RESULT OF THE TEST 

When the Lord asks His servant, "What doest thou 
here, Elijah?" He tests His servant's spirit and finds a 
very disappointing result. Elijah vindicates himself 
and accuses his brethren in Israel. His faith seems 
to have suffered almost total eclipse. 

The Lord then reveals His glory and power in the 
wind, the earthquake, the fire, but the Lord Himself 
was in none of these. Then comes the still small 
voice, and Elijah instinctively knows it is the Lord. 
Now, the second time, the Lord asks His servant the 
same question, ''What doest thou here, Elijah?" But 
there is no change in the prophet's answer. He fails 
to rise to a sense of God's gracious character, and 
consequently his ministry is ended. 
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We cannot but be astonished at the contrast in 

the spirit of Elijah at this time with his behavior on 

Mount Carmel. On Mount Carmel he labored for 

the recovery of the people. He says, "Why halt ye 

between two opinions?" and by pleading for God's 

visible manifestation, he gets the people's confession, 

"Jehovah, He is the God; Jehovah, He is the God!" 

He pleaded the glory of God, and fire came from 

heaven to consume the sacrifice; the people were con

vinced, and the idolatrous prophets destroyed. 

Elijah then prophesies abundance of rain, carrying 

with it blessing for the nation. He goes to the top of 

the mountain and prays earnestly until the rain-clouds 

appear. His attitude at this time is taken by James 

as a great example of faith; his very posture, his 

head between his knees, tells of his fervent pleading 
and humility. We see in Elijah's attitude at Carmel 

the same lovely character that Moses displayed on 
Horeb, and the same result in God's blessing on the 

people. 

THE SPIRIT THAT CLOSED ELIJAH'S MINISTRY 

Elijah's spirit at Horeb was not characteristic of 
his life, but should serve as an example and a warn
ing lest we fall into something of the same departure 
from the spirit of fruitful ministry. Let us note the 
absence of the four characters that we have seen in 

Moses, and in Elijah on Carmel. 

1. In the first place, instead of love for the people

Elijah seems to be both discouraged and embittered 

toward them. He could only condemn them; yet God 

could say, "I have left Me seven thousand in Israel, 
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all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and 

every mouth which hath not kissed him." 

2. God unfolded before Elijah the glory of His

power in the wind, the earthquake, and the fire; and 

Elijah had had ample proof of the grace of God in 

the cruse of oil and the barrel of meal which did not 
fail, and in the raising from the dead the widow's 

son; yet his faith fails to lay hold of God, or to catch 

the spirit of this vision; his answer to Jehovah's 

question is word for word the same as before. 

3. Elijah's faith in God seems to have suffered

eclipse in so far as restoration and blessing are con

cerned, yet he had just been the means of bringing 

abundant rain to the thirsty land. Baal's prophets 

had been destroyed, but Elijah does not see any hope 

for blessing, and therefore cannot be used further. 

4. The humility of Moses is sadly wanting in

Elijah at this time, "I have been very jealous for the 

Lord God of hosts ... and I, even I only, am left." 

How passing sad to see how far a faithful and godly 

man may fall away from the spirit of his Master; 

and after a devoted life pass out of service in such a 

disappointing fashion. 

LOYAL SERVICE SHALL NOT FAIL OF ITS REWARD 

Let us not for one moment think that Elijah's faith

fulness was forgotten, or that one courageous deed 

done for the Lord would fall to the ground. It is 

very touching and very encouraging to see how 

graciously God deals with His discouraged servant. 

His usefulness being over, He charges him to anoint 

Hazael to be king over Syria, Jehu to be king over 

Israel, and Elisha to be prophet in his stead. This 
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accomplished, He leads the prophet beyond the Jor
dan, sweeps him away to glory in a chariot of fire, 
there to dwell in the preesnce of that glory which he 
had so lately viewed. Elijah transported-body, soul 
and spirit-into the presence of God, is seen again on 
the Mount of Transfiguration talking, we doubt not 
in a very different spirit, with his Lord about His 
death, which He was to accomplish at Jerusalem 
(Luke 9: 31). 

THE NEED OF AN INTERCESSOR 

But what is the result of Elijah's failure to plead for 
Israel and lay hold of God for blessing? God's judg
ment falls upon the nation. Jehu would sweep over 
Israel, and destroy every descendant of Ahab's 
dynasty, like the strong wind which rent the moun
tains. Hazael, king of Syria, would descend later 
upon the nation and break it up like an earthquake. 
Still God had a remnant, and Elisha, the prophet, 
would be used of God to seek out and minister to His 
people in a time of failure and of need. 

Surely the contrast between the conditions of these 
servants and the results of their ministry should be a 
warning to us as well as great encouragement. 

qoD RESERVES TO HIMSELF THE RIGHT TO JUDGE 

It will be remembered that Moses also failed in a 
moment of anger, when he struck the rock twice and 
said, ''Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water 
out of this rock?" and for this momentary lapse from 
his gracious spirit, he was refused entrance into the 
land; he must allow another to lead the people in. 
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How jealous is God of the welfare of His people r He 
will not allow another to curse nor to execute judg
ment, and how greatly He appreciates the love, the 
faith, and humility that pleads for blessing. 

BEW ARE OF DISCOURAGEMENT 

Someone has said, "An unhappy man cannot be 
a useful man." This is true in all hu1nan circum
stances. A parent who is angry or unhappy cannot 
control or guide the children, and it is perhaps doubly 
true in ministering to God's people. Whatever the 
service may be, · there is danger in discouragement; 
there is safety in the encouragement of faith. God 
is a God of encouragement. There is da_gger in self-

o---
- �-

occupation; there i� safety in laying hold of God, 
a;d pliading His name°a;d His �y. Tn·our�--

---- v- - -

day we sometimes see faithful men who have been 
much used of God lose their faith and hope in refer
ence to the people of God; then they lose their use
fulness. 

THE OPTIMISM OF GRACE AND FAITH 

When a servant of the Lord loses a gracious spirit, 
stops pleading for God's people, and begins to accuse 
them, his testimony is halted. God will allow no· one 

......... --- � ___.. -

t� C0!!9emn � p�le. May the Lord grant us a 
heavenly optimism, based on the love and faithful
ness of God Himself. Let us look for recovery, for. 
revival, for blessing. Let us pray earnestly for these 
things, and labor for them, and we may be assured 
that God will be with us in it. 
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A FAITHFUL REMNANT 

In these days of manifest failure in the Church of 
God, when evil has so largely triumphed, and when 
some would see nothing but discouragement, let us, 
while recognizing the fact of general departure, real

ize that God has His faithful remnant-many more 
perhaps than we know, and more widely scattered. 
Let us have faith in God's love for His people, and 

......... ......  ----. .... a..w, 

wholesome �ity as to ourselves, and God will 
give us open doors for service:-=filling our own hearts 
with gladness and making us channels of blessing to 
others. 



THE BELIEVER'S BODY 

JN the inspired passage of 2 Cor. 4: 3 - 5: 8 the
apostle makes three noteworthy statements as to 

the believer's body, as follows: 
1. The believer's body is an earthen vessel, which

contains a treasure. 
2. The believer's body is the outward man, which

will perish. The inward man is renewed day by day. 
3. The believer's body is a tent, or temporary

abode, which will give place to a permanent house, 
eternal in the heavens. 

These three statements are calculated to humble 
man in the flesh, giving the divine dictum concerning 
the sentence of death on his mortal body. At the 
same time these statements fortify the believer's faith 
and prepare him to meet with courage and steadfast 
hope the dissolution of his body, in view of present 
grace and future glory. Let us consider these three 
statements. 

THE TREASURE IN AN EARTHEN VESSEL 

First: The believer's body is an earthen vessel 
which contains a treasure. The body is frail. It is 
made of earth. It crumbles to dust. It will return 
to the ground from which it was taken (Gen. 3: 19). 
This is a sad and humbling fact. It is the penalty 
of sin. 

The bright truth, however, is that in this earthen 
vessel the believer has a treasure: the knowledge of 
God. Jeremiah describes this treasure when he says, 

79 
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"Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in 

his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in bis 

might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let 

him that glorieth glory in this, THAT HE UNDERSTAND

ETH AND KN0WETH ME, that I am the LORD which 

exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness 

in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 

LORD" (Jer. 9: 23, 24). 

Since Jesus came, we not only have the knowledge 

of the Lord of which Jeremiah speaks, but we have 

"the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4: 6). 

I wonder if we prize this treasure as we should! 

When we meet other men whose minds have been 

blinded by the god of this world, do we present to 

them the precious gospel which is able to save their 
souls? Do we preach to them Christ Jesus the Lord 

who is able to fill and satisfy their hearts? Do we 

realize that we may give them to drink of that living 

water that has satisfied our own thirst? (John 7: 38.) 

Do we let the light shine out that illuminates our 

own hearts? May the Lord in His grace enable us 

to be the means of enriching others with this same 

unspeakable treasure which we possess in our earthen 

vessels. 

THE OUTWARD MAN MUST PERISH 

Second: The believer's body is his outward man 

which is destined to perish. Long before death comes, 

dying begins. Teeth decay and must be removed. 

Nerves die, sometimes with excruciating pain. Hair 

dies and falls out. This reminds us that o.ur outward 
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man must perish. The human body is God's handi

work. It is beautiful and perfect as God fashioned 

it for this earthly life, yet it cannot continue by rea

son of sin. The body of a healthy child may be 

very lovely. The bodies of young adults may be 

admirable and beautiful, yet they have the sentence 

of death on them. Sudden death may come, or old 

age creep on. 

What should be the believer's attitude to this? 

Simply to accept it as God's way, and to rejoice in 
the fact that our inward man is renewed day by day. 

DOES SCRIPTURE TEACH "DIVINE HEALING"? 

Some Christians claim divine healing for the body 

on the basis of the atonement of Christ upon the 
cross. They base this on Psalm 103: 3: "Who healeth 

all thy diseases." This Jesus did during His earthly 
ministry (Matt. 4: 23,24), and will do again during 
His earthly kingdom. We are clearly taught, how
ever, that the redemption of our bodies awaits the 
resurrection, when the dead shall be raised and the 
living changed (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17). We are dis
tinctly told the believer ''groans, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body" (Rom. 

8: 23). 

Strange that so patent a fact should be denied by 
some. Christians have no better health than unbe

lievers. Life insurance companies make no distinc
tion between Christians and non-Christians. Chris

tians may have an advantage in not indulging in sin

ful dissipation, but on the other hand, the Lord may 

chasten them by sickness, or remove them by death. 
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No one questions the power of God to heal if, as, 
and when He pleases; but it is no part of His promise 

in this age. Paul glorified God in his weakness, his 
infirmities, and finally in his death. It should be 
self-evident that if the "quickening of our mortal 
bodies" takes place now, death would not ensue for 

the Christian. This quickening applies only to resur

rection, or changing at Christ's coming. 

THE INWARD MAN IS RENEWED 

"The inward man is renewed day by day." Our 

spirits have come to know God, and hold sweet com
munion with Him. The Holy Spirit dwells within 
our bodies, shedding God's love abroad in our hearts. 
He is the power of our new life. There is no weak
ness or dying in the inner man; we are renewed day 

by day. Our souls are fed and satisfied with the 
Bread that came down from heaven. We never thirst 
again, for we have drunk of living water which springs 
up to everlasting life. 

My own dear mother, with body failing, said tha't 

her spirit was like a bird imprisoned in an o]d decay
ing shed. The sunlight filtered through the chinks 

between the boards, and the bird struggled to find an 

exit into the bright world outside. Some day a board 

would fall and the bird would be free. Thus her 

bright spirit, her inner man, longed to be released. 

THE RESURRECTION BODY WILL BE 

A PERMANENT HOUSE 

Third: Finally, the believer's body is a temporary 

home, a mere tent, necessary indeed in our earthly 
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life, but it must be replaced by our permanent house, 

eternal in the heavens. "Flesh and blood cannot in

herit God's kingdom: nor does corruption inherit in

corruptibility" (1 Cor. 15: 50, J. N. D.). 

I rejoice exceedingly that I shall have a renewed 

body, with no trace of infirmity, a body suited for 

the spirit and the heavenly home, a body of glory 

suited for the presence of God, and for worship, a 

body of power for service, even as the holy angels 

serve Him, a body incapable of corruption, abiding 

eternally, a body bearing the image of the heavenly 

-like Christ Himself, praise His name!

To summarize: Our bodies are frail earthen vessels
destined to break some day, yet even now we possess 
the priceless treasure of knowing God in Christ. 

Our outer man is perishing, yet we now have the 
Holy Spirit comforting and strengthening our spirits 

until we see our Saviour face to face. "Christ liveth 

in me." 

If our Lord tarries, our bodies, like tents, may 

grow worn and tattered, and some day be taken down. 

Our redeemed spirits, in that case, will be at home 

with the Lord. 

,¥hen our Lord returns, these unclothed spirits 

shall receive their resurrected, glorified bodies, and 

saints still on the earth shall be changed. All His 

own shall be clothed with their houses not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. 
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Oft have I sat in secret sighs 
To feel my flesh decay; 

Then groaned aloud, with frightened eyes 
To view the tottering clay. 

But I forbid my sorrows now, 
Nor dares my flesh complain; 

Diseases bring their profit too
The joy o'ercomes the pain. 

My cheerful soul now all the day 
Sits waiting here and sings, 

Looks through the ruin of her clay, 
And practises her wings. 

Faith almost changes into sight 
While from afar she spies 

Her fair inheritance in light 
Above created skies. 

Had these her prison walls been strong 
And firm without a flaw, 

In darkness she had dwelt too long, 
And less of glory saw. 

But now the everlasting hills 
Through every chink appear, 

And something of the joy she feels, 
While she's a prisoner here. 

The shines of heav'n rush sweetly in, 
At all the gaping flaws; 

Visions of endless bliss are seen, 
And native air she draws. 

Oh, may these walls stand tott'ring still, 
The breaches never close, 

If I must here in darkness dwell 
And all this glory lose; 

Yea, rather, let this flesh decay, 
The ruins wider grow, 

Till, glad to see the enlarged ways, 
I stretch my pinions through. 

-ISAAC WATI'S.

Dr. Watts was always frail. Failing health compelled him to 
leave the charge of his congregation to which he was much 
attached, and he greatly appreciated by them. Yet he lived to 
the fairly advanced age of 74. 



THE GLORIES OF JESUS 

THE glories of the Lord Jesus shine from the
pages of Holy Writ like stars in the expanse of 

heaven. The Old Testament, like the temple (Isa. 
6: 1-4), is filled with the glory of Jehovah. In many 
instances the glory of the Lord was physical and vis
ible, as when "the cloud of Jehovah was upon the 
tabernacle by day and fire was in it by night, before 
the eyes of all the house of Israel, throughout all 
their journeys" (Exod. 40: 38). 

In the opening of the New Testament an angel of 
the Lord prepares us for a new manifestation of 
Jehovah's glory when he said, "Thou shalt call His 
name JEsus (JEHOVAH-SAVIOUR), for He shall save 
His people from their sins" (Matt. 1: 21). This is a 
moral glory, a higher order of glory than the shining 
of the pillar of fire over the tabernacle. 

When He stooped to manhood, the glory of Jehovah 
was necessarily veiled, otherwise men could not abide 
His presence. The glory was veiled by His man
hood, as in the tabernacle the shekinah-glory was 
hidden by the veil closing the sanctuary, so that the 
apostle says, "The veil, that is to say, His flesh" 
(Heb. 10: 20). 

85 
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THE ROYAL GLORIES OF JESUS 

T�e early chapters of Matthew present Jesus as 
the King, the Son of David, the Christ, the Gover
nor that should rule His people Israel. The Magi, or 
wise men, saw His glory, coming from afar to wor
ship Him. The rulers, however, rejected Him. This 
rejection comes to a crisis in Matt. 11 and 12, when 
the Lord upbraids the cities where His mighty works 
were done, because they repented not. "Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, Bethsaida!" etc. 

At this juncture when Israel rejects her King, 
Jesus reveals to those who have eyes to see and ears 
to hear, His manifold glories, each outshining the 
crowns that deck the brows of earthly sovereigns. 

THE DIVINE GLORIES OF JESUS 

He speaks to His Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, and says these marvelous words, "All things 
are delivered unto Me of My Father!" In the very 
hour of rejection, when to the eye of man all is lost, 
Jesus reveals His divine Sonship, His Godhead glory, 
and the fact that He, the lowly Jesus, is the revealer 
of the Father and the executor of the Father's coun
sels (Matt. 11: 25-27). 

ONE WHO GIVES REST 

Then Jesus gives that lovely invitation that has 
attracted unnumbered thousands to His arms: "Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." Is not this a surprising glory? 
Here is One who can carry and cancel the burdens 
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of a world of sinners! Yea, who can minister peace 

and rest to the guilty conscience of mankind. 

"I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn and sad, 

I jound in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad." 

THE GLORIOUS MASTER 

Jesus then reveals His glory as Master of all His 
redeemed servants. "Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn of Me." Think of the hosts of devoted men 
and women who have answered this call, yielding 
body, soul and spirit to Christ's control. Such 
hearts withhold nothing from His gentle yet imperial 
sway, but say in sincerest surrender: "Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?" 

Matthew 12 opens with the Lord leading His little 
band of hungry disciples through a grain-field on 
the Sabbath day. When they plucked the ears of 
grain to eat, the Pharisees condemned Him for break
ing the Sabbath. In His reply, Jesus reveals Himself 
as the King, David's greater Son. Due to His rejec
tion by these very Pharisees, normal rules of the 
kingdom were void. The meticulous observances of 

the Pharisees, while rejecting the King, became a 
hollow pretence. 

THE LORD OF THE TEMPLE AND THE SABBATH 

Again He reminds them that "the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath and are blameless." That 

is, God's law required the priests to do the heavy 
manuaf labor of killing, skinning, and presenting the 
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sacrificial animals, making a striking exception to the 

rest from labor enjoined on the Sabbath. Then Jesus 

reveals His own glory in the words: "But I say unto 

you, That in this place is One greater than the tem

ple." What an astonishing statement 1 How can the 

Modernist excuse this solemn claim to the worship of 

God's people, unless He be in truth the One of whom 
King Solomon said, "Behold, the heaven and heaven 

of heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this 

house that I have builded" (1 Kings 8: 27). 

Finally, our Lord convicts the Pharisees of their 

ignorance of the meaning of God's Word, and con

cludes their interview with the words, "For the Son 
of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath day." There 

are two glories here, the glory of a holy humanity 

unsoiled by sin, and the glory of the Creator and 

Law-Giver. 

THE GLORY OF THE SON OF MAN 

Our Lord often spoke of Himself as the Son of 
Man. This gracious title links Him with every mem
ber of our race. He uses it in connection with His 
coming here and His mission: "The Son of Man is 
come to save that which was lost" (Matt. 18: 11). 
It also is connected with His humiliation, His man

ner of life, His suffering, death and resurrection, 
His coming in glory, His kingdom reign, and the 

judgment committed to His hands. What glory He 
gives to that title which we had brought into dis

repute I 

"The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath 
day." Who is this that speaks thus? Have we heard 
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Him aright? In the opening pages of our Bibles we 

read, ''And God blessed the seventh day, and hal

lowed it; because that in it He rested from all His 

work which God created and made" (Gen. 2: 3,). Yes, 
it is He. The Creator Himself has visited His crea
tures and taken their frame and glorified it. The 
Son of Man! The Second Man! The Lord from 
Heaven l ( 1 Cor. 15: 47). 

WHAT DOES YOUR HEART SAY? 

Many other glories of Jesus are marshalled be

fore the understanding heart !Jy the Holy Spirit. 

Those mentioned cluster around a few verses (Matt. 
11: 2 5 to 12: 8). They are by no means solitary. 
Let us praise God that our blind eyes have been 
opened, and we can say, "We beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth" (John 1: 14). 

Shall we not say to Him from our inmost souls, 
"My Lord and my God?" Shall we not yield our
selves to Him as a living sacrifice? Shall we not ask 

Him now, and from day to day, "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do?" 

1 1 1 



MASTER AND LORD 

WHAT a comfort it is to report to a master who 
knows you thoroughly and understands you per

fectly! There is no chance of injustice, or of lack 
of appreciation when appreciation is due. 

After that wonder£ ul symbolic service of washing 
the disciples' feet, Jesus said, "Ye call Me Master 
(Didaskalos) and Lord (Kurios), and ye say well, 
for so I am" (John 13: 13). 

The Lord Jesus then is our "Didaskalos," our 
Teacher, the One at whose feet we sit, and from 
whose Word we learn our lessons. He is also our 
"Kurios," our Master who commands us, and whom 
we serve. Jesus is the "K urios" of angels, demons 
and men. Being the tender-hearted, gracious, and 
understanding One that He is, even washing my feet, 
I delight to let Him have the command, the mastery

over my life. 

THE SEARCHER OF HEARTS 

To the professing church in Thyatira the Son of 
God says, "I am He which searcheth reins and hearts: 
and I will give unto every one of you according to 
your works" (Rev. 2: 23). The Lord Jesus searches 
our minds to know every hidden thought, and He 
weighs the motives of our hearts. What a terror to 
the hypocrite and sinner! What a comfort to the 
true disciple! "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou

knowest that I love Thee" (John 21: 17). 
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Have we each learned to say without reserve, 

"Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and 

know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting?" 

( Ps. 139: 2 4) . Here is rest, sweet rest and peace, to 

the soul that has learned to know God and has sur

rendered to His perfect will. 

MY BRETHREN ARE NOT MY JUDGES 

It has been well said that, "He who fears God is 

freed from the fear of man." Paul says to his critics 

in Corinth: "But for me it is the very smallest matter 

that I be examined of you or of man's day. Nor 

do I even examine myself. For I am conscious of 

nothing (wrong) in myself; but I am not justified by 

this: but he that examines me is the Lord" (1 Cor. 

4: 3, 4, J. N. D.). 

What a noble independence of men and their criti

cism is here expressed! What a solemn responsibility 

to the Master in heaven I Suppose that we are spoken 

against, and falsely accused, and misunderstood. It 

matters little; the Lord knows all, and will reward 

accordingly. Let us wait on Him and He will honor 

those who honor Him, and set all right in His good 

time; in this life if it seems good to Him, and if not, 

in the life to come. Meanwhile, 

LET US NOT JUDGE OUR BRETHREN 

Do not form any premature judgments, therefore, 

but wait until the Lord comes, "For He will light up 

the darkness that now hides things, and show what 

the motives in people's minds are, and then everyone 

will get from God the praise he deserves" (1 Cor. 4: 

5, Goodspeed). 
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I am not my brother's judge, neither is he my 

judge. The Lord will judge us both. "Who art thou 
that judgest another man's servant? To his own 

master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 

up: for God is able to make him stand" (Rom. 14: 
4). How comforting to know that every true servant 
of God, though chastened for his faults, shall be made 
to stand. How confidently may we serve such a divine 
and gracious Lord. 

ACCUSING THE BRETHREN 

Accusing the brethren is a still worse occupation 
than judging them. The latter is the work of an 
officious and generally misinformed man, often a 
jealous man. The former is the work of the devil 
(Rev. 12: 10). Sad it is to hear accusations of evil 
motives in others by those who must themselves stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. Generally such 
charges of evil motives reflect the motives in the heart 
of the one who accuses; he naturally thinks that the 
springs of action in another's heart are the same as 
in his own. 

What then is the proper attitude toward our breth
ren? Let Scripture answer: "Follow after the things 
that make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another" ( Rom. 14: 19) . 

TRUSTING THE LORD IN TRIALS 

Perhaps the time when we feel the need of the Lord 
most keenly is in the time of sore trial. At such 
times Satan tempts us to doubt God's goodness or His 
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care for us. We may not be able to understand God's 

providences but we can rest in His promises. We 

may not be able to see the Lord's hand in our cir

cumstances but we can believe His word, "I will never 

leave thee nor forsake thee." Even when we are 

under the rod of His correction we remember the 

words, "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and 

scourgeth every son whom He receiveth" (Heb. 12: 

6) . Thus knowing the One who has given His life

for us, we trust Him in every trial, and find at last

the peaceable fruit of righteousness by the exercise

we have passed through. Then we can say with

David, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted,

that I might learn Thy statutes" (Ps. 119: 71).

THE SIMPLE AND FRUITFUL LIFE 

How greatly life is simplified by seeing the Lord 

in all things. When the eye is single we ask in every 
difficulty or perplexity, "Lord, what wilt Thou have 

me to do?" Jacob wrestled with the Stranger in his 

night of trouble, and when made helpless he learned 
to cling and pray, and then he received the blessing. 

After the struggle was over he said, "I have seen God 

face to face and my life is preserved" (Gen. 32: 30). 

So we learn to yield to our gracious but faithful Lord, 

and so surrendering our own will we have power with 

God. 

Beloved, let us gladly accept these relationships 

with the Lord Jesus in all their reality. He is our 

Teacher; let us learn of Him. He is our Lord; let 

us obey Him. He is our Judge; let us open every 

chamber of our hearts to His fullest examination. He 
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is our Master; let us serve Him with gladness. He 

is our Keeper; let us trust fully to His care. He is 

our Friend; let us cultivate His companionship. Then 

indeed will life take on its fullest meaning and bear 

its fullest fruitage for eternity. 

"Have T !tine own way, Lord; have Thine own way; 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay; 

Mould me and make me after Thy will, 

While I am waiting, yielded and still." 



THE INAUGURATION OF CHRIST 

AS HEAD OF HIS CHURCH 

J
T is altogether fitting that when a President or

head of a great nation first takes his place of au

thority, there should be an inaugural ceremony to 

induct him into office. Its object is to announce the 

fact of the new regime, and to inform the people con

cerned of the purposes, hopes, and meaning of the 

new relationship. We shall see that it was thus when 

Christ took His place as Head of His Church. 

We know that the time is coming when Christ will 

present this Church to Himself, a glorious Church, 

not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing (Eph. 

5: 2 7). This is future, when the Church shall be com

plete. 

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

We know, also, that there will be a marriage of 

the Lamb, when His wife has made herself ready. 

She will be dressed in resplendent white, as pure as 

herself. Then, too, there will be a marriage supper, 

to which all the friends of the Bridegroom will be 

invited. So wonderful and precious are the privileges 

of that glorious company that it is written, "Blessed 

are they which are called unto the marriage supper 

of the Lamb" (Rev. 19: 9). 
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The manifestation of the glory of Christ and His 
Church is described in these sublime words: "And 
he (the angel) talked with me, saying, Come hither, 
I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he 
carried me away in the spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, hav
ing the glory of God: and her light was like unto a 
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal" (Rev. 21: 10, 11). 

THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH 

The actual formation of the Church was begun at 
Pentecost, when the risen and ascended Christ sent 
down the Holy Spirit to baptize into one Body the 
waiting and expectant saints. "Suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 
fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter
ance" (Acts 2: 2-4). 

THE INAUGURATION OF CHRIST 

There is another occasion, which I believe can 
rightly be called the inauguration of Christ, in Per

son, as Head of His Church. It is more moving, in 

its quiet grandeur, than the spectacular demonstration 

of Pentecost, because of the sacred presence of the 

risen Christ, who had just broken the bands of death 

and Hades. The hallowed occasion is described in 

John 20: 19-23. 
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The day was the third since Jesus was crucified. 

The hope of the disciples had been crushed by the 

tragedy, but revived by the news brought by Mary 

Magdalene and others, that He was alive. The dis

ciples gathered together that evening behind locked 

doors. They were afraid of the murderers of their 

beloved Lord, but nevertheless drawn together by 
their intense desire to share the startling news of His 

resurrection. 

Suddenly, Jesus Himself stood in their midst. Luke 

tells us of the terror that seized the disciples at seeing 

what they supposed to be His ghost. What but a 
spirit could come through barred doors? Jesus hushed 

their fears by His quiet words: "Why are ye trou
bled? ... It is I Myself. Handle Me and see; for a 

spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have." 
Then He ate before them, to give their doubting 

hearts time to realize that He was indeed the same 

Jesus whom they knew and loved so well. 

The Lord having reassured them, and comforted 
their hearts, inaugurates Himself as their living Head, 

on the new basis of His finished work. His words are 
prophetic. He takes His place among them as al

ready ascended. Let us note eight facts as to His 
glorious position. Let not the calm gentleness of His 

utterance hide the power and majesty of His declar

ations to our souls. 

1. CHRIST THE CENTER OF HIS CHURCH

"Jesus stood in the midst." His position de-

clared Him their Center-Christ the Center of His 

Church, Christ the gathering-point. This is the first 
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great truth describing the nature of the Church, and 

her relationship to Christ. If this truth had every

where been maintained in simplicity and power, it 

would have prevented untold failure and apostasy. 

Let us cherish it, and by His grace maintain it until 

He comes again. 

2. CHRIST THE COMFORTER OF HIS PEOPLE

"Peace be unto you," were His first words. Christ

is the Comforter of His people, the Dissolver of their 

doubts, the Dispeller of all their fears. What could the 

Church do through the ages of persecution and the 

opposition of the world, but for that peace-giving 

Head, who left her His own peace as a precious 

legacy! 

3. CHRIST THE SAVIOUR OF THE CHURCH

"He showed unto them His hands and His side"

-Christ the Saviour of the body (Eph. 5: 23), which

He has purchased with His own blood. What a tender

way to call attention to the proof of His love, even
unto death I Christ loved the Church and gave Him

self for it. This is what we show forth at the Lord's

Supper in the emblems of His body given, His blood

shed. This is the Church's sure foundation, the rock

on which she is built.

4. CHRIST THE JOY OF HIS PEOPLE

"Then were the disciples glad when they saw the

Lord." Christ is the joy of His people. First there 

was the joy of reunion, and now the joy of His abiding 

presence. The joy of the Lord is our strength. The 
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Church has often been in tribulation and sorrow be

cause of the world, but in Christ Himself she has joy 

at all times. "In whom, though now ye see Him not, 

yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 

of glory" ( 1 Pet. 1: 8). Let us make this joy our 

own; receive it; it belongs to all who are Christ's. 

It is a legacy from Him. 

5. CHRIST THE PEACE-GIVER

"Then said Jesus unto them again, Peace be unto

you." This is a deeper peace than the comfort of the. 
first peace of verse 19. It rests on the finished work 

of Christ on the cross for our sins, as expressed in His 
pierced hands and side. It remains, even amid the 
sorrows and conflicts of life. 

"Our peace with God remains the same, 

No change I ehovah knows." 

Praise God for such a resting-place, which death itself 
cannot disturb. 

6. CHRIST THE MASTER OF HIS SERVANTS

"As My Father bath sent Me, even so send I

you." Christ is the Master of His servants, the Lord 
of the harvest, and the Church is His witness in the 
earth: "Ye are the light of the world;" "Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the age." What an 
immense comfort to know that the Church is not a 
human movement, struggling for existence, as worldly 
historians see her, but the visible witness and expres• 
sion of her divine Head in heaven I 
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7. CHRIST THE GIVER OF THE HOLY SPffiIT

"And when He had said this, He breathed on

them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost"-Christ is the Giver of the Holy Spirit. The 

breathing spoken of here reminds us how the same 

One as Creator breathed into man's nostrils, and he 

became a living soul. So, in new creation, Christ is 

the Life-giver, while the Holy Spirit baptizes each 

believer into the Body of Christ. 

There should be no difficulty in understanding that 

the Lord's words here, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost," 

were fulfilled at Pentecost, and not at the moment that 

the words were spoken. For the purpose of His in

auguration, the Lord takes His place as ascended and 

sending forth the Spirit to form His Church. 

8. CHRIST THE GOVERNOR OF HIS PEOPLE

"Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted

unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 

retained"-Christ is the Governor of His people. His 

disciples are given His delegated authority to maintain 

governmental discipline in the Church. Rome has 

prostituted these words to claim for her priests power 

over the souls of men. Protestantism has largely 

failed to hold or .use this authority to maintain holi

ness in her house. Little companies who have held to 

the divinely-given right to discipline those who sin, 

have sometimes grossly abused this authority by forc

ing their own narrow wills on the saints, and thereby 

dividing and scattering them. These abuses do not 

cancel the authority to govern, given here by the 

Divine Head of the Church. May we seek in all 
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humility to be true to the responsibility here laid 

upon us. Doing this, by His grace, we shall seek to 

maintain godly order in o.ur assemblies. 

In conclusion, we may repeat that in John 20: 19-23 

we have the inauguration of Christ as Head of His 

Church. In simple, yet majestic outline, our Lord ex

presses here His great relationships to His beloved peo

ple of this dispensation. Surely it should inspire us to 

understand these relationships, and to walk worthy 

of them to His glory, and our good. 

1 1 1 



"HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED 

WONDERFUL" 

THE One of whom we speak and sing is wonderful.
His very name is Wonderful. You remember that 

Isaiah said, "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given ... and His Name shall be called Wonder
ful." When the angel told Mary of the Babe to be 
born, she wondered. 

THE CHILD JESUS 

His whole life was wonderful. When His parents 
went to the temple with the Child, and Simeon took 
Him in his arms and blessed God because, he said, 
"Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation," Joseph and 
Mary wondered "at those things which were spoken 
of Him." And when He was found in the temple, 
"sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions, all that heard Him 
wondered at His understanding and answers." 

HIS MINISTRY 

When He preached His first sermon, the people all 
"wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of His mouth." So it was all His life. Many wretched 
people who were the objects of His healing power won
dered. When they came to Him and brought the lame, 
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the blind, the dumb and the maimed and He healed 

them, the multitude wondered and glorified God. All 

His life His disciples wondered. They trusted Him, 

they loved Him, but they wondered at Him. And 

when at last He faced His accusers and He answered 

them not a word, they, too, wondered at Him. When 

He hung on the cross as a Substitute for sinners, the 

people wondered. The centurion wondered and said, 

"Truly, this was the Son of God." 

HIS RESURRECTION AND COMING AGAIN 

When He rose from the dead, and showed His hands 

and His feet to the disciples, they "believed not for 

joy, and wondered." And what a day of wonder and 

glad surprise it will be when we see Him l When He 

comes in power and glory, nations shall wonder at 

Him (Isa. 52: 15). Let not our minds be dulled by the 

frequent repetition of these things. Into what a won

derful relationship with God we have been brought 

through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. May we 

not lose the sense of His grace, but may we wonder 

too, and continually l 



GOD'S CLAIMS ON EARTH AND 

HEAVEN 

GOD has alternately laid claims to earth and heaven 
- for His people's possession. It is most interesting

and assuring to faith that all the evil that has come in 
has not caused God to relinquish His right to any part 
of His creation; nor will He rest until every realm and 
creature has been fully and finally subjected to His 
authority. 

Let us note how, as the dispensations are marshalled 
before us in Holy Writ, God gives title-rights to His 
saints, first to one, and then to the other great division 
of His domain. 

GOD GIVES THE EARTH TO ADAM, THE FIRST MAN 

When man was placed on earth, "God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth" (Gen. 1: 28). What a magnificent charter for 
the first man, giving him right to exercise kingly au
thority over God's earth, and over its creatures! Sad 
to relate, man lost this rich inheritance to Satan, the 
enemy of God and man. It would seem as though God 
Himself was defeated. Sin had been planted in His 
fair creation, increasing until the earth was filled with 
corruption and violence. But was God's purpose frus-
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trated? By no means. He turns next to a heavenly 
sphere as the hope for His people. 

A HEAVENLY HOPE IS REVEALED 
TO SAINTS AFTER ADAM'S FALL 

Abel loses his life for righteousness' sake, and though 
roughly removed from earth by Cain's murderous 
hand, he finds by faith a better and abiding inheritance 
in heaven. What a triumph for God, and what a joy 
to the angels, to have this stranger from earth join 
them in heavenly scenes, the first of that great and 
noble company-"The spirits of just men made per
fect'' (Heb. 12: 23). 

Another saint of this period clearly shows the 
heavenly character of the hope of God's people at that 
time. Enoch walked with God three hundred years. 
What rare and holy company in a world of such evil I 
Enoch was expecting the Lord to come from heaven, 
and prophesied, "Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
thousand of His holy ones to execute judgment" (Jude 
14, 15). While the Lord's time had not yet come to 
ride out of heaven with saints and angels (Rev. 19: 
11-16), He loved the faith of His servant and, perhaps
not to disappoint him, He transplanted him to heaven.
"He was not found, for God had translated him.

,,

GOD PURGES THE EARTH BY WATER, 
FOR NOAH AND HIS POSTERITY 

The saints, then, of Abel's and Enoch's period had a 
heavenly hope and a heavenly portion. But while sin 
seemed rampant God cannot allow the earth to slip 
from His authority. He cleanses the wicked out of it 
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with a flood of water, preserving His servant Noah and 

his family in the ark as a seed for the renewed earth. 

Thus God renews His claim to the earth, and estab

lished Noah as ·His governor. "God blessed Noah and 

his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 

and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the 

dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, 

and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth 

upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into 

your hand are they delivered" ( Gen. 9: 2). 

HEAVENLY PROMISES ARE GIVEN TO THE PATRIARCHS 

The possession of the earth by Noah and his pos
terity was marked by failure and apostasy from God, 

until Babel showed man's complete rebellion. God 

was then pleased to raise up a new witness to His 
ways in Abraham. To him He gave a special land by 

sure promise. While this promise to Abraham gave the 

land to his posterity, Abraham never possessed it him
self. He had to buy a spot in which to bury his dead. 
Abraham's own hope was heavenly, as also was that 
of the patriarchs. "By faith he sojourned in the land 

of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in taber
nacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 

same promise: for he looked for a city which hath 

foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God" (Heb. 

11:9,10). 

\-Vhat a noble company they were who confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth! It was 

not that they could not attain the earthly possession, 

but they were not satisfied with it. Faith had caught 

a more entrancing vision. "But now they desire a better 
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country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared 

for them a city" (Heb.11: 16). 

ISRAEL IS GIVEN AN EARTHLY INHERITANCE 

God's time arrives, however, to again show His 

claims to the earth. This time He chooses Canaan for 

His country, and Israel for His people. He leads them 

out of Egypt with a mighty hand, humbling Pharaoh, 

the proudest of earth's monarchs. Israel, saved from 

the ten plagues and brought through the Red Sea, is 

redeemed with blood and saved by power. Then they 

are taught in the wilderness and given the tabernacle, 

to enable them to be God's witness to all nations in the 

earth. 

When Israel entered Canaan after their discipline in 

the wilderness they had a glorious prospect of earthly 

blessing and headship among the nations. "When the 

Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, 

when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the 

bounds of the people according to the number of the 

children of Israel. For the Lord's portion is His peo

ple; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." In the time 

of David's conquests and Solomon's glory this earthly 

kingdom rose to its highest promise, so much so that 

David becomes a beautiful type of his Greater Son, 

and Solomon's splendor became a symbol of the golden 

age of Immanuel's kingdom yet to bless mankind. But 

this fair promise, alas, did not continue. Apostasy set 

in, until Israel had forfeited every privilege, and was 

sold into captivity. 

A brief restoration brought the nation back to the 



108 God's School and Other Papers 

Holy Land to receive their promised King. The Tem

ple was rebuilt to receive the King of Glory. He came, 

but His own received Him not. The Christ was re

jected and crucified. What then could God do? 

THE CHURCH: A HEAVENLY PEOPLE 
FOR A HEAVENLY POSSESSION 

He did as He had done twice before. He left the 

earthly hope in abeyance to unfold a new and heavenly 

mystery which had been hid in God's counsels from 

eternity. The Church, Christ's Body, was formed by 

the heavenly Spirit. It was given a heavenly hope, a 

heavenly citizenship, and a heavenly inheritance. The 

cleavage from the old was so distinct that our Lord 

said, "They are not of the world, even as I am not of 

the world." Thus shall it be until the Lord Himself 

descends from heaven to claim His Church and raise 

the bodies of all the saints, from Adam down, and take 

them to the Father's house. 

Our lot lies in this period of heavenly hopes. Our 

Forerunner is already at the Father's right hand in 

heaven. It becomes us then to realize that our treasure 

is in heaven, and to press stead£ astly toward our goal. 

But again: Has God abandoned His claim on the 

earth? By no means. The Eternal God can afford to 

wait while His purposes ripen. "I say then, Hath God 

cast away His people? (Israel). God forbid" (Rom. 

11: 1). 

THE EARTH IS PURGED BY JUDGMENTS 
FOR CHRIST'S EARTHLY KINGDOM 

After the rapture of the heavenly saints God will 
cleanse the earth with purifying judgments, as He has 
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done before. Apostate Christendom will come into re

membrance before God and will drink the cup of the 

wine of the fierceness of His wrath (Rev. 16: 19). 
Apostate Israel will reap her bloody sowing in the time 

of Jacob's trouble, the fearful day of Jehovah. But 
all this is to prepare the earth for its coming holy day. 

The last act of this awful drama is described by our 
Lord. "The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity; and cast 

them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 

gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath 
ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. 13: 41, 42). 

The transfer of God's dealings from the Church to 
Israel is beautifully described in Acts 15: 14-18: 
"Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit 
the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His name. 
And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written, After this I will return, and will build again 
the tabernacle of David, which is fall en down; and I 
will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it 
up: that the residue of men might seek after the Lord, 
and all the Gentiles, upon whom My name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doe th all these things. Known 
unto God are all His works from the beginning of the 
world." 

The Millennial Kingdom of our Lord is the bright 
theme of prophetic vision. Then the earth will again 
be God's treasure, and Jerusalem His special joy. The 
curse will be removed, and plenty will fill the earth. 

Even the wild beasts will be docile and harmless. 
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Nation will not rise against nation, neither shall they 

learn war any more. The whole world will yield 

homage to the great King in Zion, and the righteous 

shall dwell in safety and the meek shall inherit the 

earth. 

This lovely millennial condition of righteousness and 

peace evidences the title of the One who sits on the 

throne to an everlasting kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed. However, all is not yet perfect. Sin is fret

ting under cover, though afraid to lift its head. This 

must be discovered and destroyed before God can rest. 

Accordingly Satan must be loosed a little season to sift 

the nations. This he does with awful success, gather

ing unregenerate men against the Holy City and the 
King. His triumph is brief. Fire from heaven de
stroys the rebels. Their chief is cast into the lake of 

fire, and judgment follows for all the wicked. At that 

awful tribunal of the Great White Throne every sin is 

finally judged. The wicked are forever banished. 
Heaven and earth, sullied by sin, flee away, and He 

that sits upon the throne says, "Behold, I make all 

things new." "And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth are passed 

away" (Rev. 21: 1). 

GOD'S FINAL TRIUMPH IN THE NEW HEAVENS 

AND NEW EARTH 

God at last will make good His title to both earth 

and heaven, not alternately, as in the past, but at once 

and forever. They shall be eternally His, and devoted 

to His people's blessing and reward. What a glorious 

consummation that will be! So amazingly different 

from the old, and so supremely satisfying, that the 
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prophet declares, "The former shall not be remem

bered, nor come into mind" (Isa. 65: 17). 

Beloved, seeing that God has chosen to reveal to us 

by His Word His ways in the past, and His counsels 

for the future, does it not become us to conform our

selves to His holy will, even as Peter exhorts us: 

"Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right

eousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
Him in peace, without spot and blameless" ( 2 Pet. 3: 
13, 14). 
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