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INTRODUCI10N 

THESE papers were first published as articles in 
"HELP AND Fooo," a "Magazine for the Household 

of Faith." Two of them were also printed as tracts 
in a small form suitable for enclosure in letters. These 
are indicated in the page of "Contents." 

The Author's two previous books, "God's Schoof'

and "Afterward That Which Is Spiritual," were received 
so well that we are encouraged to send out this third 
small volume for ministry to Christians. These publi
cations are especially useful for students and those who 
minister the Word, who pass the good things of God 
on to others. Their object is: 

To establish believers in the faith, 
To enhance the joy and peace that comes from be

lieving God's promises, 
To occupy the soul with Christ and His heavenly 

things, 
To encourage the reader to a life of faith and service, 
To enrich the lives of saints with spiritual treasure

"Things That Abide Forever." 

If these ends are attained in any measure, God shall 
have all the praise. 

A.S.L. 
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"THINK ON THESE THINGS" 

"Finally, brethren, whatsoever thin.ea are true, 

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 

are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 

things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 

report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 

praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4: 8). 

QNE of the fundamental laws of the human mind 
is, that what we think upon develops in our 

personality. Students of the mind tell us that it works 
like this: Thoughts that are often repeated result in 
actions; actions often repeated become habits, and 
habits long continued, form character. Scripture con
firms this in the words, "For as he thinketh in his heart,

so is he" (Prov. 23: 7). 

MEN ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CHERISHED THOUGHTS 

God has made the human mind, and holds man 
responsible for his deeds. Men are to be judged ac
cording to their works (Rev. 20: 13). But as deeds 
spring from thoughts which are given lodgement in 
mind and heart, man must be responsible for the 
thoughts that he harbors and nurtures. And indeed 
he is. God's law says, ''Thou shalt not covet" (that 
is, desire or lust after) thy neighbor's house, or wife, 
or his goods. 

Our Lord emphasizes the guilt of evil thoughts that 
fall short of deeds, when He says, "Ye have heard that 

11 



12 "Think on These Things" 

it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; 

and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg

ment: but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry 

with his brother without a cause, shall be in danger 

of the judgment" (Matt. 5: 21, 22). 

WE CHOOSE OUR THOUGHTS 

William James, probably the soundest and most 

respected of American psychologists, said that the chief 

function of the human will is to direct the mind to a 

chosen subject, and hold the attention to that subject 

until the work is done. In this power, he says, lies 

much of the difference between men. The successful 

and respected man chooses his thoughts wisely, and 

holds his attention steadily to the chosen objectives. 

MAN IS A THINKING CREATURE 

Man's spirit, made in God's image, enables him to 

think, and to choose his thoughts. He is responsible 

to reject the evil and cleave to the good. Eve's sin 

in listening to the serpent, first lay in harboring evil 

thoughts suggested by the tempter, and these led to 

disobedience. 

"THINK ON THESE THINGS" 

We need be in no doubt as to what kinds of thoughts 

are best for us. Paul by the Holy Spirit gives us a 

thorough test to apply to any and all thoughts that 

claim our attention. 

That test is given in Phil. 4 : 8, the scripture that 

heads this paper. This divine statement does not name 

the subjects proper to Christian thought, but is a six-
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fold challenge to apply to each of the multitude of 

things that we meet in life. 

Here is the test. Each thing to which we give our 

thoughts must be true, and honorable, and just, and 

pure, and lovely, and of good report, that is, virtuous 

and praiseworthy. If a subject does not pass this 

sixfold test, dismiss it from your mind, and forbid it 

entrance. It is unworthy of a Christian's high calling. 

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE TRUE" 

"Is it true?" is the first test. This rules out the mass 

of fiction that wastes the time and corrupts the minds 

of so many. "Sanctify them through Thy truth. Thy 

WO'Td is truth" (John 17: 17). This Word of God is 

the precious storehouse of truth that should occupy our 

minds. 
• 

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE HONORABLE" 

"Will it bear the light?" is the next test. Many things 

are true that are not honorable. Stories of crime may 

be true, but we are not to be occupied with dishonor

able things. They stain the soul. Some newspapers 

are thoroughly corrupt in this respect. 

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE Jusr" 

"Is it fair?" Do you plan to get the best of a 

bargain? Do you return over-change at the counter? 

"A false balance is abomination to the Lord, but a 

just weight is His delight" (Prov. 11 : 1 ) . 

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE PuRE" 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God." There shall in no wise enter into God's Holy 
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City anything that defileth. What fearful impurity 
God sees in this world and in men's hearts! And how 
awful is the end of it all! The hour is coming when 
God will say, "He which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still" (Rev. 22: 11). 

"'WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE LoVELY" 

If a thing is really lovely it comes from God. A 
beautiful rose, a gorgeous sunset, a noble tree, and a 
charming landscape are all God's work in nature. But 
there are higher beauties than these. A lovely face, a 
pure heart, a noble spirit, are also God's work. If you 
want the Source of all that is lovely, look at Jesus 
Christ, learn of His love and grace. He is altogether 

lovely and deserves the firstfruits of your thoughts. 

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF Gooo REPORT" 

If you listen to tale-bearers, you are breaking this 
rule. "Love thinketh no evil of his neighbor." Think 
of every good quality of your acquaintances and talk 
of them. Such thoughts return to bless you. "If there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 

these things." 

"SET YOUR MIND ON THINGS .ABOVE" 

(Col. 3: 1, 2, R.V.) 

We can direct our minds, as we have seen. In this 

scripture the Spirit of God definitely tells us to direct 

our minds to heavenly things where Christ is at the right 

hand of God, and not on things that are on the earth. 

Do you get the force of this? It cannot mean that 

we are to be irresponsible as to our earthly duties, but 

it does mean that these earthly things are not our 
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highest interest or our ultimate objectives. They are 

only details of our pilgrimage. Heaven is our home, 

Christ is our goal. Is this true of you? If not, you 

have not yet got the true Christian vision. You have 

not yet attained the mind of Christ. 

PuT Goo FIRST IN YOUR THOUGHTS 

If God has the first place all will be in order, because 

in fact He is first. All is subject to Him. David said, 

"I have set the Lord always before me; because He 

is at my right hand, I shall not be moved" (Ps. 16: 8). 

The blessed man is the man who meditates on God's 

Word day and night. He is like a tree planted by 

the rivers, whose fruit is sure and whose leaves never 

wither (Ps. 1). 

THE EFFECT OF MEDITATION 

Prof. Wm. James says of our thoughts and acts, 

"We are spinning our own fates, good or evil, never to 

be undone. Every smallest stroke of vice or virtue 

leaves its never so little mark. Nothing we ever do 

is, in strict scientific literalness, wiped out." Of course 

Mr. James speaks as a scientist. He cannot say what 

God can or cannot do. I remember a dear Christian 

man who had turned to God late in life from a life 

of sin. His face and body bore the evident signs of 

dissipation and sin. Yet when he spoke of Christ 

and heavenly things his countenance lit up with an 

expression of spiritual beauty. 

EXACTL y How MA y WE PURIFY OUR THOUGHTS? 

The practical means of eliminating evil thoughts and 

fostering those that are pure is to live mentally and 
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spiritually on God's Word. "Man shall not live by 

bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God" (Matt. 4: 4). 

Accept the Word of God as the final critic of your 

heart. "The Word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and ... quick to 
discern the thoughts and intents of the heart" ( Heb. 
4: 12). 

David said to God, "Search me, 0 God, and know 
my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting" (Ps. 139: 23, 24). If you say this 
honestly, God will certainly do what you have asked. 

SOME PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 

It is very helpful to have some clear precious thought 

from God's Word every night to sleep on. Read the 

Word, and some tried and true comment on it, like 

F. B. Meyer's "Daily Homily," or "Streams in the 

Desert," or other choice writings. When you have 

found a precious thought� hold it in your memory and 

meditate on it as you go to sleep. Sometimes just a 

line of Scripture will do. "I will come again, and 

receive you unto Myself," makes a good pillow for your 

soul. Then in the moming remember your thought 

for the night, and you can say, "When I awake I am 

still with Thee." 

It is a fact that the subconscious mind works on in 

your last waking thoughts while you are asleep, and 

they become part of yourself. 
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THE MORNING MANNA 

In the morning some fresh word from God is needed 

for the day. A good block calendar or the Bible itself 

is the source, and it will give the key or theme for the 

day's meditation. 

THE RESULT OF THE WORD SO USED 

Wars are not won in a day, but by serious cam

paigns. Paul says, "The weapons of our warfare are 

not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 

down of strongholds : casting down imaginations and 

every high thing that exalteth itself against the know

ledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 

to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10: 4, 5). This is 

a truly wonderful result wrought in the life of obedient 

believers by the Word and the Spirit of Christ. Do 

you think it is worth the cost? We certainly will when 

we stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. 

THE TRANSFORMATION 

As we said in the beginning, habitual thoughts 

finally change the character. So we read, "But we all 

with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 

the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 

to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. 

3: 18). This is the divine and practical effect of 

thinking on these things. God help us to do it! 

"Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation 

of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my 

Strength, and my Redeemer." Amen. 

• • • • •



SAY "AMEN" TO GOD 

D
O you realize that every spiritual blessing that you

enjoy has come to you when you said "Amen!" 

to Goel? 

All Scripture shows this to be a fact. God is the 

Source of all good. He desires to bless men, but it is 

only as they yield to His gracious will that they can

be blessed. Those who resist God must fail of His 

purposes of blessing. Those who finally refuse God 

altogether only accomplish their own destruction. 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD "AMEN" 

The word "Amen," the same both in Hebrew and 

Greek, has been transferred unchanged into English 

and many other languages. Its meaning may be 

variously expressed as follows: ''So it is," "So be it," 

"Verily" or "Truly." It also implies steadfastness or 

finality. 

Therefore, when God speaks to us and we say 

"Amen," we mean, "Truly, Lord, so let it be!" It 

means our hearty and final consent to God's pronounce

ment. For a very definite example see Jeremiah 28: 6. 

THE NECESSITY FOR SAYING "AMEN" TO Goo 

God is holy and cannot ignore sin. It fol1ows that 

sinners must repent and be cleansed from their sins 

to have part with God. A sinner must agree with God 

about the sinfulness of his sin before he can be forgiven. 

18 
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He must say "Amen" to God's verdict against himself, 

and say "Amen" to God's remedy. 

A sick man who denies that he is sick and refuses to 

see a doctor, cannot be healed by that doctor. Jesus 

said of sin-stricken souls, "I came not to call the right

eous but sinners to repentance" ( Luke 5: 32), and 

again, "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" 

(Luke 13: 3). 

THE WIDE APPLICATION OF THIS PRINCIPIE 

Not nnly must sinners say "Amen" to God's way of 

salvation in order to be saved, but Christians must say 

"Amen" to God's way of deliverance from every lust 

and every foe, to find deliverance at all. Saints must 

say "Amen" to God's purposes of blessing in order to 

enjoy those blessings. 

Goo IS A GREAT GIVER 

Many people think of God as a hard taskmaster 

laying great tasks upon men, under threat of dire 

punishments. This was indeed the aspect of the law 

of Moses, but its purpose and effect was to make man 

confess his sin, "to bring the whole world in guilty 

before God" ( Romans 3 : 19) . 

As soon as man acknowledges his true condition by 

saying "Amen" to God's verdict, God's grace is revealed 

in fullest pardon. God is a great Giver! He is '"rich 

in mercy." 

"Of all the gifts Thy love bestows, 
Thou Giver of all good, 

Not Heaven itself a richer knows 
Than the Redeemer's blood" 

(Wm. Cowper). 
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SAY "AMEN" TO Goo's WAY OF SALVATION 

People want their own way, even in salvation. They 

cling to their good works and their religion. But God 

has only one way, and that through Jesus Christ 

crucified. Sinners must come to God only through 

repentance and faith in Christ. In doing this, they 

say "Amen" to God's blessed way of salvation, and 

find themselves reconciled to God. 

SAY "AMEN" BY BELIEVING Goo 

Our Lord declared, "This is the work of God, that 

ye believe on Him whom He hath sent" (John 6: 29). 

So that the only "work" needed for salvation is to 

agree with God as to His Son. It is to drop the enmity 

and unbelief of the natural heart, and to say "Amen" 

to God's way of pardon through His Son. 

The repentant thief on Calvary is a beautiful ex

ample of this work of faith. From being a reviling 

malefactor he turned his eyes on Jesus crucified. Before 

that sight his hard heart melted. He condemned 

himself and justified the holy Sufferer. This was 

God's viewpoint. The believing thief was agreeing with 

God. Then he turned to Jesus and said, "Lord, re

member me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." 

God had promised His Son a kingdom, and the 

faith of this man said "Amen" to God. At once our 

Lord justified the believing sinner: "Today shalt thou 

be with Me in paradise!" 

To CoNFESS IS TO SAY "AMEN" 

The word "confess" in the Greek is homologeo, from 

homos, "same," and lego, "speak." So the word "con-
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fess" means "to speak the same thing," or "to agree 

with God." "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness" ( 1 John 1: 9). That is, in confessing 

our sins, we agree with God about them; and then, and 

not until then, is God free to forgive us. 

Goo's CHILDREN MUST SAY "AMEN" 

TO HIS WAYS WITH THEM 

After we have been reconciled to God and we know 

Him as our Father, the new nature agrees with God 

and says "Amen" to His dealings, but we still possess 

the old nature which is always unbelieving, and is not 

subject to the law of God. For this reason there is 

often a struggle to bring the will into subjection to 

the will of God. 

SAY "AMEN" FOR HOLINESS 

The saintly F. B. Meyer tells how the Lord freed 

him of a besetting sin. It had long troubled him, but 

he could not give it up. Finally he kneeled by his bed. 

Holding his hands outstretched, he prayed, "Lord, here 

are the keys of my life. Take them and unlock every 

door. Fill every room! Make me willing, dear Lord, 

to be willing to have Thee occupy every room and free 

me from every cherished sin." The prayer was answered, 

and we know how marvelously the Lord used this 

yielded life to bless thousands of souls to this very day. 

SAY "AMEN" TO THE PROMISES OF Goo 

Strange to say, some Christians resist their own 

blessings. Some fight the doctrine of eternal security. 

They try to nullify the Lord's precious declaration, 
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"My sheep ... shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of My hand." 

To have our full portion of joy and peace, we must 
say "Amen" to each of God's exceeding great and 
precious promises. Only thus can we enjoy them. 

Here are a few that should keep us singing on our 
heavenly way: "Behold, I am with you alway;" "I 

will never leave thee nor forsake thee;" "All things 
work together for good to them that love God;" "The 
Comforter shall abide with you forever; " "I will come 
again and receive you unto Myself, that where I ·am, 
there ye may be also." 

MARY SAID "AMEN" TO THE ANGEL 

When Gabriel announced to the Virgin that she 
would bring forth a Son who should be called the 
Son of the Highest, she said, "Be it unto me according 
to thy word." She believed the divine promise and, 
when visiting her cousin Elizabeth, Mary uttered a 
psalm of praise rivaling any that her great ancestor 
David had sung: "My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour! For 
He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. For He that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; and holy is His Name" (Luke 1: 46-49). 

ZACHARIAS DISBELIEVED THE ANGEL 

Contrast Mary's jubilant song with the unbelief of 

Zacharias, and the months of dumbness with which he 

was smitten ( Luke 1: 19, 20). This illustrates the 
great importance and blessing of saying "Amen" to 
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God's promises, no matter how impossible they may 

seem to the natural mind. 

"O LORD Goo ... Do AS THOU HAST SAID"

When God had delivered David from all his enemies, 

and established him on the throne of Israel, it came 

into David's heart to build a house for God. He said 

to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And 

Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine 

heart; for the Lord is with thee" (2 Sam. 7: 2, 3). 

That night, God sent Nathan to David with a glorious 

promise that David's son should build a house for 

Jehovah, and that David's house and kingdom should 

be established f Mever. 

This was much more than David had dared to hope! 

What could he do now but praise God? What did he 

do? He went to the house of God, and sat before the 

Lord, and said, "O Lord God, the word which Thou 

hast spoken concerning Thy servant, and concerning his 

house, establish it forever, and do as Thou hast said." 

Thus we do, when we sit before the Lord, and recall 

His marvelous promises of eternal blessing with Christ. 

We say in jubilant praise, "Amen, Lord; do as Thou 

hast said, and let Thy word be established forever!" 

LEARN TO SAY "AMEN" IN TRIAL 

We now turn to a more difficult situation. It is easy 

to agree with God as to our blessings, but it takes a 

very real acquaintance with God and a deep confidence 

in His goodness to accept with patience His ways in 

trial. 
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JOB SAID "AMEN" TO Goo 

The most extreme case of dreadful bereavement and 

utter loss that we have on record is that of Job. Yet 

that noble soul said in the hour of his calamity, "The 

Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be 

the name of the Lord." No wonder that God said of 

Job, "There is none like him in all the earth; a perfect 

and an upright man; one that feareth God and escheweth 

evil." 
However, there was a deeper lesson that Job was to 

learn. Under the long-continued torment of his bodily 

afflictions, and the mental suffering of the accusations 

of his erstwhile friends, Job justified himself, and 

questioned the justice of God's dealings with him. When 

Jehovah finally spoke to Job in Person, it was to declare 

His glories as Creator and His irresistible power in His 
creation. We may marvel why God took this way of 

speaking to His suffering servant Job, until we see that 
Job's blessing came, first by submitting fully to the 

Divine hand even though he could not understand 
God's way; then, the moment he fully submitted, the 

trial was removed, and God's goodness was lavished 

upon him. Job learned to condemn himself and say 

"Amen " to all God's ways to enter the fullest blessing. 

So must we. 

WE MUST SAY "AMEN" TO Goo's CoRRECTION 

"My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 

Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him. For 

whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 

every son whom He receiveth .... Now no chastening 

for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievous: 
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nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of 

righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby" 

( Heb. 12: 5, 6, 11). 

When we accept our afflictions as from God, we say 

with David, "Before I was afflicted, I went astray: but 

now I have kept Thy Word" (Ps. 119: 67). That is, 

David said "Amen" to God's correction and learned his 

lesson. Again he says, "It is good for me that I have 

been afflicted: that I may learn Thy statutes" ( ver. 71). 

As long as we struggle against circumstances permit

ted or ordained of God, we are in distress, or are not at 

rest. But when we submit to God's will, we are at 

peace. 

The Apostle Paul was distressed with a thorn in his 

flesh and three times prayed for its removal, but when 

the Lord revealed to him that the thorn was for his 

good, Paul said, "Most gladly therefore will I rather 

glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 

rest upon me" ( 2 Cor. 12: 9). 

OUR LORD SAID "AMEN" IN THE 

DAY OF HIS REJECTION 

Our Lord had been rejected by the cities in which He 

had done most of His mighty works, and in Matthew 

11 He pronounces their doom. "Woe unto thee, 

Chorazin! ... Woe unto thee, Bethsaida! ... It shall 

be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 

judgment than for you." 

At such a time, we would be prone to utter dis

couragement; but notice the lovely and trusting spirit 

of our Lord: "At that time, Jesus answered and said, 

l thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
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because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 

prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 

Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Ver. 26). 

What a noble example the Perteet Man has given us 

in a day of rejection and apparent loss! Are not we 

now living in a time to honor God in a similar way? 

The greatest war this world has ever seen has raged in 

land and sea and air. Cruel aggressors have overrun 

many nations, trampling them into submission and 

slavery. The worship of the true God is forbidden, 

and the name of Christ blasphemed by these aggressors. 

Yet we know that the Lord of Hosts will yet crush the 

powers of evil. It is still written, and will yet be ful

filled, that the kingdoms of this world will become the

kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. 

SAY "AMEN" TO Goo's WILL (Rom. 12: 1, 2) 

Resistance to the will of God springs from unbelief. 

We are deceived by our own hearts or by our great 

enemy into thinking that our way is better than God's 

way. This, of course, is folly. God's will for us is 

good; that is, it has no taint of evil. It is acceptable; 

that is, its results are excellent and desirable. Finally, 

it is per/ ect; that is, it is faultless and complete, leading 

to an eternity of blessedness. Let us who are God's 

children accept this conclusion once and for all, only 

seeking to truly know what the will of God is for us in 

every circumstance, and then say "Amen" to it by 

walking steadfastly therein. 

SAY "AMEN" TO Goo's PROGRAM FOR THE FuTURE

Would you agree to govern this world if offered the 

power to do so? Surely no thinking Christian would 



Say "Amen" to God 27 

accept the offer. The all-wise God has His purposes in 

the strife of good and evil. He has already revealed 

His program as to this earth and the heavens, and He 

will yet display His power and His goodness. 

The next great event on God's revealed program is 

the return of His Son for His Church. He has said, 

"Behold, I come quickly," and His saints reply, "Amen! 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

After that, will follow the kingdom of the Son of 

Man in the earth, and finally the kingdom of the 

Father, that God may be all in all ( 1 Cor. 15 :- 28). 

CONCLUSION 

We who know God can trust Him fully for the 

present and the future. We should be supremely happy 

that such a God is ours, and that we have come to 

know Him through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever." 

"Thy way and not mine! 
0 Saviour Divine, 

I yield to Thy gracious direction 
Thy will and not mine 

To Thee I resign 
My spirit in cheerful subjection." 

-A. J. GORDON.

• • • • •



"THESE WORDS ARE FAITHFUL 

AND TRUE" 

� live in an unstable world where: sin is rampant. 
Lies are fed to the populations of entire States 

as propaganda. Death is on every side. A war of 
fearful destruction is raging. 

Certainly we desperately need some source of abso
lute truth, some foundation that shall stand secure on 
which we may build. In this din of battle and strife 
of tongues, we need some quiet resting-place for our 
souls. 

All this we have found, praise God, in the words of 
Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness, the First-born from 
the dead, the Ruler of the kings of the earth (Rev. 
1: 5). 

Not only the Truth, but a Saviour. We need not 
only faithful and true words, but a Saviour, and Jesus 
Christ is this also. He has been through death for our 
sakes and triumphed over it. Hear His words of 
victory and mastery: "I am alive forevermore . . . and 
have the keys of death and of hades. Write," therefore! 
(Rev. 1: 18). 

A Threefold Assurance. Three times in the closing 
chapters of our Bible do we have this sublime assertion 
of divine authority. The One who Himself is called 

28 



"These Words are Faithful and True" 29 

"Faithful and True" (Rev. 19: 11) stoops to assure us 

that His promises are the "true words of God." There 

is something most comforting in this divine authority. 

It gives settled peace to the believing soul. 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb. "And he saith 

unto me, Write, Blessed are they that are bidden to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith to me, 

These are true words of God" (Rev. 19 :9). Thus we 

who love Him are given the infallible promise of that 

glorious union with our glorious Lord! There we shall 

enter the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is called 

the Bride, the Lamb's wife. 

The Glorious Millennial Kingdom. This Holy City 

shall descend out of heaven from God to reign over 

the earth for a thousand glorious years. This poor 

war-torn world shall then enjoy peace. The government 

so long influenced by the god of this world shall pass 

into the strong hands of Christ, the King of kings. 

The New Heavens and New Earth. "And I saw a 

new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and 

the first earth are passed away; and the sea is no 

more." 

"And He that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I 

make all things new. And He saith, Write: for these 

words are faithful and true. And He said unto me, 

they are come to pass: I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the Beginning and the End" (Rev. 21: 1, 5, 6). 

What a glorious consummation awaits God's re

deemed people! May our faith take it in, and our 

hearts rejoice in the prospect. 
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The Final Assurance. In closing the canon of Holy 

Scripture, our Lord gives us this final sublime assur

ance: "These words are faithful and true: and the 

Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His 

angel to show unto His servants the things which must 

shortly come to pass. And behold I come quickly. 

Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy 

of this book" (Rev. 22 : 6, 7) . 

To this divine promise our hearts say, "Amen! Even 

so, come, Lord Jesus." 

Thy Word, 0 Lord, Thy precious Word alone 

Can lead me on: 

By this, until the darksome night be gone, 

Lead Thou me on 

Thy Word is LIGHT l Thy Word is LIFE and POWER 

By it, 0 guide me in each trying hour. 

Whate'er my path, led by Thy Word tis good, 

Oh, lead me on l 

Be my poor heart Thy blessed Words' abode 

Lead Thou me on I 

Thy Holy Spirit gives the light to see 

And lea�s me by Thy Word close following Thee." 

-ALBERT IIIDLANE •

• • • • • 



LOVING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 

HATING INIQUITY 

"Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated in

iquity; therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee 

with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." 

THIS noble statement from Psalm 45: 7 is quoted 
in Heb. 1 : 9 as applying to God the Son. To no 

human being can it apply in its full sweep and strength 
except to the one sinless Person, Son of Man and Son 
of God. 
THE CHARACTER OF 0uR LoRD

The Lord Jesus was a real man, but He was unique

in that He was not only sinless but holy. He "loved

righteousness and hated lawlessness'' (N. T.). In this 
He was a total contrast with all other men. Scripture 
calls Him, "The Second Man, the Lord from Heaven" 
( 1 Cor. 15: 47). That is, Jesus was the second kind

of man that had appeared in this world. All others 
had sinned, and loved sin. He only, He alone, not only 
kept God's law in every point, but loved it. 

THE TEMPTATIONS OF OUR LORD 

This being so, some do not understand how our Lord 
was tempted. He was not tempted by sin (James 1 : 
13-15), but He was "tried or proved in all things ac
cording to our likeness, apart from sin" ( Heb. 4: 15).
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Jesus was tried by hunger and thirst, by weariness, by 

reproach, by suffering for righteousness' sake, and 

finally by the agonies of the cross, and He came forth 

as pure gold when it is tried. 

THE WONDERFUL RESULT 

Because of our Lord's obedience 1n His life and 

service, He always enjoyed the peace and gladness of 

His Father's presence and approval, and because of 

His obedience unto death God raised Him from the 

dead and exalted Him to the right hand of power in 

Heaven. 

"THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE THY FELLOWS" 

Christ's joy exceeds our joy. He has the fulness and 

plentitude of the seven Spirits of God (Rev. 5: 6). The 

redeemed are His fellows, or companions, and all these 

shall have their little hearts filled with gladness, but 

these are small compared to His divine fulness of joy 

at God's right hand (Ps. 16: 11). 

How ABOUT OURSELVES?

We Christians have two natures, the old sinful 

nature, and the new divine nature ( 2 Peter 1 : 4). It 

is impossible for the old, carnal nature either to love 

righteousness or to hate lawlessness (Rom. 8: 7, 8). 

On the other hand, the new nature cannot sin because 

it is born of God, and it loves righteousness for the 

same reason ( 1 John 3: 9, 10). 

THE CoNFLICT BETWEEN OUR Two NATURES 

Chapter seven of Romans describes the conflict 

between the carnal nature and the renewed mind. The 



Loving Righteousness and Hating Iniquity 33 

trouble is that the new nature has no power of its own, 

and so experiences defeat until we learn to turn to the 

Lord Himself for deliverance. Then, depending on 

Him, the Holy Spirit becomes our power to do the 

will of God (Rom. 8: 1-4). 

LOVING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
HA TING INIQUITY 

Thus we see that, being born of God, a person is 

given the divine nature and the capacity to feel as God

his Father feels, with regard to both righteousness and 

iniquity. Then the Holy Spirit, who indwells the 

believer, is the power to gain the victory over indwelling 

sin, and over evil attacks from without. 

THE CHOICE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL 

The saved person must constantly choose, however, 

between good and evil. We are to "Put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh to 

fulfil the lusts thereof" ( Rom. 13 : 14) . We are to 

yield ourselves unto God, and to resist the devil. After 

all, you are a single personality, although you have 

two natures, and your character is the product of all 

your choices for good or evil. 

THE ACTION OF Goo's w ORD 

God's Word is the great instrument used by His 

Spirit for our blessing. We are born of the Spirit by 

the Word. We are enlightened by the Word, taught 

by it, and cleansed by it. God speaks to our spirits 

by His Word. Of course He may chasten us and deal 

with us providentially, but even these dealings are ex

plained to us only by His written Word, the Scriptures 
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of Truth. How essential it is then to make God's Word 

our constant companion and guide. Our Lord said, 

"Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth." 

How SCRIPTURE w ORKS 

In order to make clear just how Scripture works to 

enable us to love righteousness and hate lawlessness, 

let us consider the matter of personal purity. If you 

do not know the Bible, but form your ideas of morality 

by the practice of the world today, you would think 

lightly of marital fidelity. If your mind is formed by 

current literature, it would be corrupted by the false 

colors used to describe adultery, fornication, and 

lasciviousness. Of course these words are not used, 

instead they speak of natural impulses, freedom, love, 

etc., and the mind is deceived by lies and false pictures. 

Let us see now how God's Word corrects these sins. 

A NOBLE EXAMPLE OF PURITY 

In the story of Joseph, in Gen. 39, this splendid 

young man met a fierce temptation to sin. The wife 

of Potiphar, Joseph's master, cast her eyes upon Joseph, 

and repeatedly tempted him to adultery. Joseph re-

fused; and what was the secret of his strength? It was 

his love of righteousness and his hatred of iniquity. 

Here are his noble words: "Behold, my master wotteth 

not what is with me in the house, and he hath com

mitted all that he hath to my hand. There is none 

greater in the house than I; neither hath he kept back 

anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife: 

How then can I do this great wickedness and sin 

against God?" 
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There you have it! Joseph loved God and therefore 

loved righteousness. He refused to sin against God 

or against his neighbor. Such loyalty and purity thrills 

every decent heart. Only the degraded and impure 

can fail to rejoice in such a noble character. 

SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 

The immediate result was imprisonment in a dungeon 

in chains of iron. The lustful temptress might mock 
at Joseph's plight. There he lay in chains falsely 

accused of a foul crime. But wait God's time, and 

what do we see? 

THE FRUIT OF JOSEPH'S PURITY 

Joseph is exalted to the throne of Egypt. At his 
side is a pure bride of noble birth, and by him are two 

sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, destined to become great 

in Israel. Jacob in blessing him said, "Joseph is a 
fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose 
branches run over the wall," and much more-blessing 

that teaches our souls that to love righteousness 1s 
true wisdom and leads to future blessing. 

A DREADFUL CoNTRAST OF IMPURITY 

But God's Word not only gives us bright pictures of 

righteousness, but dark pictures of sin and lawlessness. 

These are recorded to make us fear sin and hate it. 

One of these is the record of David's great sin in 2 
Samuel 11 and 12. 

In an evil hour David allowed his lust to go un

checked after his neighbor's wife. Then he committed 

adultery. To hide his sin he resorted to deceit, and 
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finally to the murder of his faithful servant Uriah. 

David fell to the unspeakable infamy of making the 

noble Uriah carry his own death-warrant to Joab. 

THE SINS ARE BROUGHT TO THE LIGHT 

David hid his sins for a time, but God's prophet 

Nathan was sent to drag them into the light, and David 

bowed in deep contrition (see Psalm 51). However, 

although restored in soul, God's sentence upon David 

was, "The sword shall never depart from thy house." 

THE BITTER FRUITS OF DAVID'S SIN 

David's sins come home to plague him. He had 

defiled his neighbor's wife, and now his own wives are 

defiled by another, and that his own son! David had 

decreed that the rich man who took the poor man's 

lamb should restore it fourfold, and now four of 

David's sons are to be taken from him by death. First, 

the child of his sin died. Next, Amnon, after cruelly 

maltreating his sister, was slain by his brother Absalom. 

Third, Absalom rebelled against David and was slain 

in battle by Joab; and fourth, Adonijah, David's son, 

was slain by Solomon for planning to take the kingdom. 

David's fourfold sin had reaped fourfold retribution. 

THE EFFECT ON Us 

As we read this portion of God's Word and ponder 

over its solemn lessons, the guilt and folly of sin grows 

upon us. Considering the price that David paid for an 

hour of guilty indulgence, his act is revealed to be utter 

folly, inexcusable, almost insane, and certainly wicked 

and hateful. Thus by studying God's Word we learn 

to hate sin or lawlessness. 
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CONCLUSION 

It is clear that by the daily spiritual feeding on God's 

Word, in dependence on His Spirit who is our divine 

Teacher, we shall come to see things as God sees them. 

We shall have the mind of Christ formed in us. We 

shall learn to "abhor that which is evil, and cleave to 

that which is good" (Rom. 12: 9). Thus we shall be 

separated from the world and its false standards. 

So, as we hide God's Word in our hearts we shall 

come to love it. Then will it be true of us in our 

measure, that we love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

And beginning now, through the ages to come we shall 

have God's oil of gladness on our heads. God grant 

it may be so for His name's sake! 

• • * 

INNER BEAUTY 

What is that "Inner Beauty" that only God can see? 

It is a heart made pure, a conscience glad and free. 

With thoughts that are well guarded, brought to captivity 

To Christ, His love and goodness, shown forth each day in me. 

Where is that "Inner Beauty," and how may I attain 

To it? How catch its glory like sunshine after rain? 

It is the fruit of sitting like Mary at His feet 

To listen, learn and follow, that pattern so complete. 

Oh, for that "Inner Beauty" of soul and spirit, free 

From every thought and action displeasing unto Theel 

Oh for the quiet setting! Oh for the steady gaze 

Oh for the heart at leisure, to learn Thy loving Ways! 

So that the "Inner Beauty" may be an outward grace 

As we behold Thy glory, and gaze upon Thy face, 

And grow in outward beauty of life from day to day 

Transformed to Thine lmai{e, to mark us Thine, for aye. 

--BARA ANN WlLSON. 



THINGS THAT ABIDE FOREVER 

W:: live in a changing world. We ourselves change.
Our loved ones change and pass away to a world 

unseen. 

ls THERE NOTHING THEN THAT ABIDES FOREVER? 

Thank God there is! GOD ABIDES! "I am Jehovah; 
I change not" ( Malachi 3: 6). With Him there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning (James 1: 17).

Of the Son it is said, "And Thou, Lord, in the be
ginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the 
heavens are the work of Thy hands: they shall perish; 
but THOU REMA/NEST; and they all shall wax old 
as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt Thou fold 
them up, and they shall be changed: but THOU ART

THE SAME, and THY YEARS SHALL NOT

FAIL!" (Heb. 1: 10-12). 

HERE THEN IS OUR REsTING-PLACE 

and nowhere else. "The Eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the Everlasting Arms" ( Deut. 33: 
27). Dear soul, are you resting in God? All other 
refuge is vain. No other hiding-place will stand every 
test and trial, and abide forever, even when Death comes 
to shake all that can be shaken. 
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How MAY WE REst IN Goo? 

By believing in Christ whom God has sent. "This 

is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent" (John 17: 

3). Jesus died for our sins and rose again and has 

become the Author of eternal salvation to all that obey 

Him ( Heb. 5: 9). By His blood He has obtained 
eternal redemption for us ( Heb. 9 : 12) . 

How MAY WE BE VERY SURE THAT

WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE? 

By the Word of God, that liveth and abideth f 01-

ever ( 1 Pet. 1 : 23). This Word will never fail us. It 
never changes. Heaven and earth shall pass away but 

God's words shall never pass away (Luke 21: 33). 

This is our assurance; it is an abiding foundation that 

will never "let us down." 

But WHAT POWER IS THERE TO MAKE Goo REAL TO

Us? WHAT PREsENT POSSESSION INSURES THE 

FutURE POSSESSION OF ALL THAT Goo HAS 

PROMISED? 

The Holy Spirit is this power that now dwells in 

each true child of God. He is the Earnest of all that 

God has promised. He is the Eternal Spirit through 

whom Christ offered Himself without spot to God. 

(Heb. 9: 14). He witnesses with our spirits that we 

are children of God (Rom. 8: 16). 

He is the Comforter, whom the Father has sent to 

abide with us forever (John 14: 16). Did you get that 

word "forever," fellow-Christian? Does it thrill your 

soul? Does it satisfy your heart? It does mine. 
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"He abides! He abides! Hallelujah! He abides with me! 

I'm rejoicing night and day 
As I walk the narrow way, 

For the Com/ orter abides with me!" 

BUT WHAT Is THE REsULT OF THIS ETERNAL LIFE, 
AND THIS CoMFORTER ABIDING IN Us? 

The result is that we do the will of God (Rom. 8: 4), 

and, "He that doe th the will of God abideth forever." 

Let us read and meditate on the entire verse, for it 

states the very essence of the message that is in my 

heart. 

"And the world passeth away and the lust thereof: 

but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever" 

( 1 John 2: 17). 

So this is the answer to the great question with 

which we began. There are indeed things that abide 

forever! God abides! God's Son abides forever! God's 

Spirit abides with us and in us forever! We who have 

the Spirit and do the will of God abide for ever! Praise 

God for these abiding verities! 

WHAT DOES THE FuTURE HOLD FOR THOSE WHO 
POSSESS THESE THINGS IN CHRIST? 

Let Scripture answer. We have "an inheritance, in

corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power 

of God, through faith unto salvation, ready to be re

vealed in the last time" ( 1 Peter 1 : 4, 5) . 

We are still pilgrims and strangers in the world. 

"Here we have no abiding city, but we seek one to 

come" ( Heb. 13 : 14) . This is the City of God; the 

Holy City; the Eternal City of which God and the 

Lamb are the light. 
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To Sum Up: 

For real Christians, who walk with God, there is no 

reason for pessimism, but there is good reason to en

courage ourselves in the Lord. 

Here are some reasons for optimism in our present 

portion: 

1. We have eternal life in Christ.
2. We have the Comforter abiding in us forever.

3. We have the Word of God for our food and light.

4. We have joy and peace in believing.

5. We have Christ Himself as our portion.

And for the future, we have these: 

1. A sure hope in Christ.

2. Our works shall abide and be rewarded at Christ's
return.

3. We ourselves shall abide forever.

4. Our bodies shall be changed to be like His body.

5. We shall dwell in the Father's House with loved ones
in Christ who have gone on before.

"Where/ ore, comfort one another with these words." 

• • • • • 

"Yet once more signifieth the removing of those things that are 

shaken, as of things that are made, that those things that cannot 

be shaken may remain. 

"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let 

us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 

and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12: 26-29). 



THE FOUNDATIONS OF 

OUR FAITH* 

THE Christian faith is not a philosophy, but a faith

founded on incontrovertible facts and on divine 
revelation. 

WHAT ARE THESE FACTS? 

First, the facts of the Personality and unique life of

Jesus Christ, which no one questions. His life has 
changed the history of nations. The history of Chris
tianity has become world history. 

Even the bitterest enemies of orthodoxy acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is without precedent or parallel 
among men. Atheists, agnostics and advocates of hu
man religions acknowledge the supremacy and perf ec
tion of Jesus among men. Mohammed in the Koran 
acknowledges Jesus Christ to be without sin. 

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

These have been attacked consistently by the keenest 
minds that Satan has controlled, but to no avail. These 
miracles stand today unshaken by the assaults of the 
enemy. They are proven by eye-witnesses and by cir
cumstantial evidence of the records of those works of 
power. 

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS 

These teachings appeal to the minds and consciences 
of men today with divine authority. They are alto
• This article is available in tract form: 20c per doz; $1.60 per 100. 
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gether apart from and above the trifling sophistries and 

externalism of His time. "He spake with authority, 

and not as the scribes." "Never man spake like this 

Man." 

The teachings of Jesus, while rooted in the Old Testa

ment Scriptures, fulfilled them and surpassed them, 

just as He in His own Person fulfilled and surpassed 

the prophets who had already spoken. "God . . . in 

these last days hath spoken unto us in His Son." 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS 

To Peter, James and John was granted the wonderful 

experience of actually seeing the heavenly, divine glory 

of Jesus on the mount. They were "eye-witnesses of 

His majesty." They actually saw Moses and Elias 

with the glorified Christ, and heard them talking of His 

approaching death and resurrection, and they actually 

heard the voice of God the Father speak from the 

Shekinah cloud saying, "This is My beloved Son: hear 

Him" (2 Pet. 1: 16-18). 

The skeptical mind may ask why such demonstra

tions of Christ's Deity were not frequently made to 

the crowds and to His enemies, to prove to the most 

hardened opposer Jesus' claims to Deity. The reason 

is plain and is twofold. First, God always leaves room 

for faith to act, or for the enmity of the heart to reject 

His offers of grace. He does not overwhelm unbelief 

with evidence so that men must submit to Him against 

thei.r will. He leaves room for man's will to act, and 

for man's heart to choose. Secondly, if the rulers had 

had such overpowering evidence, "they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory" ( 1 Cor. 2: 8). 
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THE ATONING DEATH OF JESUS 

The death of Jesus was essentially different from 

every other death in history. Many martyrs had given 

their lives for their testimony, but the death of Jesus 

was voluntary and atoning. Even His judge said, "I 

find no fault in this Man." His executioner said, 

"Truly this Man was the Son of God." 

Jesus was lifted up on a cross on the hill Calvary. 

Both Heaven and earth witnessed the mighty sacrifice. 

God in Heaven testified to the supreme event by dark

ening the sun from noon until Jesus yielded up His 

spirit, three hours later. 

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

This was God's crowning seal to the Person and 

Work of His Beloved Son. Jesus Christ was "declared 

to be the Son of God with power . . . by the resurrec

tion from the dead" (Rom. 1: 4). 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus has been attested 

by eye-witnesses as fully as the other great facts of His 

life. 

The resurrection of our Lord in His glorified body is 

a fact absolutely unique in the world's history. Every 

human religion was fostered by some leader whose 

body mouldered in the grave. The Christian faith lives 

today in its Risen and Glorified Lord. 

THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 

This was the final view of their risen Lord by the 

assembled disciples. They actually saw Him ascend 

to the clouds of Heaven and saw the two angels who 

announced His return ( Acts 1 : 8-11 ) . 
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THE CoMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

This marvelous event was witnessed by one hundred 

and twenty disciples waiting in the house at Pentecost. 

They heard the sound of a rushing mighty wind, saw 

the tongues of fire on each disciple, and experienced 

the Spirit's power and grace in their own persons. 

THE GREAT CHANGE FROM OBJECTIVE 
TO SUBJECTIVE EVIDENCE 

The absence of miracles and demonstrations of 

divine glory in our days has puzzled some Christians; 

and this lack of present-day miracles has given occasion 

for scoffing by rationalists and other enemies of the 

faith. 

The reason however for this lack of objective demon

strations is clear. It is this: Before the Holy Spirit 

came, God gave the clear miraculous demonstrations 

of His presence and power as outlined in this paper, 

i.e., the Person of Christ, His life, miracles, teaching,

death, resurrection, ascension, and the gift of the Holy

Spirit. Thus, the great foundations of the Christian

Faith were laid and established in Jesus Christ. All

this occurred in about three years.

THE APOSTOLIC PERIOD 

Following Pentecost, there was a period during which 

miracles and objective demonstrations of divine power 

were granted to the apostles to testify to the power of 

the living, glorified Christ, and the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. 

These demonstrations decreased, however, as they 

were replaced by the subjective evidence of the Holy 

Spirit in believers' hearts. 
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THE CoMPLETION OF THE w ORD OF Goo 

The written Scriptures, inspired by the Spirit, were 

completed during the Apostolic period, thus putting in 

permanent form the objective foundations of our faith. 

The Gospels are the divine record of the life and work 

of God's Son, and the Epistles are the completion of 

God's Word by His Spirit. When this final Word was 

completed, miracles and divine visions ceased-not that 

God is unable to show His power, or has bound Him

self not to do so, but because it is now unnecessary. 

His Word and Spfrit and grace are sufficient for faith. 

Those like Joseph Smith, Mrs. Besant, and Mrs. Eddy, 

who claim new divine revelations, are frauds. Others 

claiming miraculous powers of healing and gifts of 

tongues are either deceivers or are themselves deceived. 

PRESENT SUBJECTIVE EVIDENCES OF THE 

TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY 

While the foundations of Christianity were laid by 

Christ and His apostles ( Eph. 2 : 20) and are not to 

be laid again, there is abundant evidence of the vital 

truth of our faith today. Thousands of honest Chris

tians today testify to the reality and power of Christ 

in their conversion and subsequent Christian lives. 

The moral character of devoted Christians is evi

dence of the source of their Iif e. Their works of love 

are a continuing evidence of the power of God. The 

marvelous power of the gospel to change lives today is 

sufficient evidence of the truth of Christianity. Any 

honest sinner can experience the power of God in his 

own heart today by repenting and believing the gospel. 

And many are constantly doing this very thing, and 
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testifying to the change that Christ produces and the 

new life He gives. 

THE INWARD WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 

A Christian who walks in the Spirit ( Gal. 5: 25) 

does not need signs, miracles or visions. He has the 

witness of the Spirit that he is a child of Goel ( Rom. 

8:16). 

CoNCLUSION 

It is evident from the above facts that our faith does 

not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of 

God. 

The great objective facts of Christ's Person, life, 

death and resurrection, are like the great caissons of 

concrete and steel that are sunk deep into the earth's 

crust to provide foundations for some mighty structure. 

The structure itself is the Church of God consisting 

of living stones built in by the Spirit of God. The 

living Christ occupies this holy temple by His Spirit. 

Reader, make sure that you are resting on this sure 

foundation. 

''On Christ the solid Rocle I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

Christian, if you are definitely on this foundation, 

enjoy it. Rest sweetly and securely on Christ and His 

finished work. Then you shall be free to be occupied 

not with yourself, but with others, serving gladly to 

save others by the gospel, and seeking also to build 

fellow-believers up in their most holy faith. 

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word." 



JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING* 

This article is a study of the precious promises of God in Romans. 
Open your Bible to Romans, and follow the doctrinal development 
b,y chapter and verse as outlined here. 

H
OW wonderful it would be if all Christians were

"filled with joy .and peace!" It would transform 

human lives, and sanctify Christian homes. It would 

banish dissatisfaction and worry. 

ls IT POSSIBLE FOR ALL TRUE CHRISTIANS 

TO BE FILLED WITH Joy AND PEACE? 

Yes; on the authority of God's Word it is. Here is 

the divine statement: 

"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 

through the power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. 15: 

13). 

Well, if this is true, there certainly must be some 

great power to accomplish it! It takes divine power to 

fill sad hearts with joy, to fill worried hearts with per

fect peace, and to cause despondent minds to abound 

in hope. 

It is in fact God's power alone that can accomplish 

these blessed results, which we receive by faith, simply 

by believing what God has declared. 

WHAT MusT WE BELIEVE? 

We must believe the gospel, which Paul has set forth 

in the Epistle to the Romans. The first three chapters 

• This article is available in tract form: 20c per doz: $1.60 per 100.

48 



Joy and Peace in Believing 49 

prove the universal sinfulness of mankind, and con

clude that, "All have sinned and come short of the 

glory of God" (3: 23). But the gospel is "the power 

of God unto salvation to every one that believeth" 

(1: 6). 

It is a bitter thing for a sinner to confess his sin, and 

acknowledge himself guilty before God ( 3: 19), yet 

this is necessary for salvation. 

THE BELIEVING SINNER IS JUSTIFIED BY Goo 

The wonder of the gospel is that the sinner who 
submits to God's verdict against him, and accepts God's 

remedy by believing the gospel, is justified from every 

charge against him. God's grace provided the Saviour 

-he is justified by grace. The blood of Jesus is the
redemption pric�he is justified by blood. Faith is

the hand outstretched to receive the gift of salvation

he is justified by faith.

THE JOY OF SALVATION 

Here is where the joy begins. "Blessed is the man 

whose iniquities are forgiven, whose sins are covered! 

Happy is that man to whom the Lord will not impute 

sin" ( 4: 7, 8). This is what raises a song in the heart. 

"My sins are gone! My sins are gone forever!" 

PEACE WITH Goo 

In Romans 5 Paul gathers up the fruits of the pre

ceding chapters. He exclaims in triumph, "Therefore 

having been justified by faith we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ ( 5 : 1 ) . 

The long warfare of the soul against God is ended. 

The fear of wrath is gone, and in its place the love 
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of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us ( 5 : 5) . 

OUR SURE FOUNDATION 

This peace is no doubtful thing. It has been estab

lished on the finished work of Christ. 

"Much rather therefore, havina' been now justi

fied in the power of His blood, we shall be saved 

by Him from wrath. For if when we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God by the death of Hi• 

Son, much more, having been reconciled, we ahall 

be saved in the power of His life" {S: 9, 10). 

Surely every soul that rests on this divine foundation 

must rejoice in the salvation of God which has wrought 

such a deliverance! 

WE JOY IN GOD HIMSELF 

Not only do we joy in God's salvation, but we joy 

in God Himself. There is now no distance, no fear of 

wrath, we have been reconciled to God by the Lord 

Jesus Christ. We have eternal life-God's life, His 

free gift through Jesus Christ our Lord ( 5: 21). 

DELIVERANCE FROM THE POWER OF SIN 

After conversion the young believer is usually filled 

with peace and joy for a time, until he discovers that 

his sinful nature is still in him. Then follows a struggle 

with indwelling sin, with many and bitter failures. 

Finally, if the soul is in earnest, he finds God's remedy 

to be Christ Himself, operating in the life by the Holy 

Spirit. 

God does not improve the old nature, the flesh. He 

condemns it, and sets it aside forever. Well do I re-
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member the relief and peace that came to me from 

Rom. 8: 7: "The mind of the flesh is enmity against 

God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither 

indeed can it be." This explained my failures to change 

or improve the flesh. It simply cannot be done. God 

Himself does not attempt it. 

THE POWER FOR DELIVERANCE 

What then is the way out? Simply to let the Spirit 

of God have His way, counting the old man, the flesh, 

to have died with Christ. Here is the victory. "The 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the 

law of sin and death" (8: 2). Romans 8: 1-13 is a 

divine charter of victory and liberty for the believing 

child of God. 

THE NEW POWER AND ITS RESULTS 

The experience of deliverance from the power of sin 

has been so startling in some believers, that it is like a 

second conversion, and some have called it the "second 

blessing." God intends that His children should have 

this deliverance from the day they believe, but in many 

cases there is a hard struggle and an interval of time 

before the soul gives up its efforts to improve the flesh, 

and accepts God's sentence of death on the "old man" 

and all his works. 

SoME NEVER GET DELIVERANCE 

The tragedy is that many Christians are never freed 

from the power of sin. They live cold, fruitless lives, 

loving the world, and never having that overflowing joy 

,. 
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in God which is the fruit of the ungrieved Spirit of 

God. 

It is very sad to see professing Christians, many 

years after conversion, still preferring the company of 

unsaved people to the fellowship of saints, still feeding 

on the husks of the world instead of the good things 

in the house of God. 

ENJOYING Goo AS OUR FATHER 

Those truly led by the Spirit of God are freed from 

all sense of guilt and fear, in the blessed realization 

that they are children of God. "And if children, then 

heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ" (8: 

14-17). This means to the soul just as much, or as

little, as its faith grasps. These may be just nice words

to some, but to others they are the source of deep and

lasting joy and peace, even in the presence of suffer

ing and privation. Martyrs have exulted in the glory

they were about to enter, while cruel tortures snuffed

out the life of their bodies.

THE PRECIOUS HOPE OF THE 

REDEMPTION OF OUR BODIES 

Although Christians suffer in common with a groan

ing creation, they have God's sure promise of the "re

demption of the body" at Christ's coming. What a 

wonderful thing it will be to possess a body without 

flaw or weakness, an immortal body, but a real one, 

the perfect instrument of the redeemed spirit through

out eternity! We certainly do not have such a body 

now, but it is our sure hope, and now we with patience 

wait for it ( 8: 18-25). 
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THE GoLDEN CHAIN 

OF Goo's PURPOSE FOR Us WHO BELIEVE 

Here is another great and divine fact that fills the 

soul with joy and peace. 

"We know that all things work together for good 

to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to His purpose. For whom He did fore

know, He also did predestinate to be conformed to 

the image of His Son, that He might be the First

born among many brethren. Moreover whom He 

did predestinate, them He also called, and whom He 

called, them He also justified, and whom He justified 

them He also glorified" (8: 28-30). 

What a glorious chain of five golden links in God's 

purposes leading us to His own glory! 

THE LOVE OF Goo AND CHRIST 

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 

written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long; 

we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, 

in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, 

that neither death, nor life, nor ana-els, nor prin

cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor thinas 

to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea

ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (8: 35-39). 

This is the power that saved us who believe. It is 

the power that keeps us, and nothing in earth or Heaven 

can possibly separate us from the love of God in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Love is the greatest power that exists, 

and the greatest source of joy and peace. If you are 
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happy, it is because someone loves you and you re

spond with love. 

There is no greater source of joy and peace than 

the unchanging and inalienable love of Christ our 

Saviour and God our Father to our poor souls. 

And it is experienced by believing and made possible 

by the power of the Holy Ghost, who dwells in the 

believing heart. 

WHAT IS YOUR REsPONSE 
TO SUCH LOVE? 

Here is the response which the apostle implores the 

saints to make: 

"I beaeech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of Cod, that ye present your bodies a living 

aacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Cod, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to thia 

world: but be ye tranaformec:I by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what ia that good, 

and acceptable and perfect will of Cod" (12: 1, 2). 

Have you made this r�ponse? It is the only intelli

gent and worthy return to God's great love to you. If 

you live for self and do your own will you will be 

unhappy. Self-centered persons are always miserable. 

THE JOY OF SERVING Goo ( 12: 3-8) 

There is real joy and satisfaction in doing the will 

of God, and in discovering whatever gift He has given, 

and using it by His grace for the blessing of others. 

THE JOY OF CHRISTIAN 
LoVE AND FELLOWSHIP 

Chapters 12 to 14 set forth the relations between 

Christians and others. We are to be channels of God's 
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blessings to all men, kindly affectioned one toward an

other, living peaceably with all men and overcoming 

evil with good. We are not to judge one another, but 

to remember that every one of us shall give an account 

of himself to God. 

Do you enjoy fellowship with all God's children? 

If so, you are preparing to enjoy Heaven, for all God's 

children will be there. If not, you may well question 

if you are, after all, on the right road. 

THE Goo OF HoPE ( 15: 13) 

If you are right with God, and walk with Him, glad 

hope will fill your heart. The future is filled with 

God's goodness and mercy, and glory is at the end of 

the journey. 

Finally, Christian reader, memorize this wonderful 

verse which crystallizes the blessings to be found in the 

book of Romans. If you do not find the fulness of 
joy and peace that God has promised, be sure it is not 

God's fault. It is either a lack of faith on your part, 

or some sin that is allowed by you, which grieves the 

Holy Spirit. He alone is the power that leads to 

abounding hope. He only can and does fill tpe believ

ing and obedient heart with joy and peace. 

• • • • • 

"/ esus Thou I oy of loving hearts 
Thou fount of life, Thou light of men 

From the best bliss that earth imparts 
We turn unfilled to Thee again. 

-GEORGE HEWS. 



"CAUGHT BY HIS HORNS" 

"And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, behind him a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, 
and offered him up for a burnt off eriq in the stead 
of his son" (Gen. 22: 13). 

A 
BRAHAM had raised the knife to slay his son

Isaac, when the Angel of the Lord stayed his 

hand. The type had gone as far as it could, to teach 

that God the Father would give His only begotten Son 

to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

THE RAM IS SACRIFICED 

Then the type is changed to teach another great 

truth, not so generally understood, namely, that it was 

the power and greatness of the Son of God that made 

Him the only possible victim able to make atonement 

by His sacrifice. A clear understanding of this subject 

will exalt Christ in the heart and give perfect peace to 

the conscience. 

CAUGHT IN A THICKET 

The thicket is a clear picture of the wild tangled 

growth of man's sin. The natural heart of man, un

controlled by God's law, is well represented by the 

dense growth of thorns and briars that form a thicket. 

CAUGHT BY HIS HORNS 

The great horns of the ram curved in spiral form 

had been thrust into the thicket, but the ram could not 
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break through nor could he withdraw, because the 

tangled growth had closed behind his horns and held 

him fast. 

HORNS A SYMBOL OF POWER 

"Homs" in Scripture are uniformly used as symbols 

of power, for the power of homed animals is there 

concentrated. "The adversaries of the Lord shall be 

broken to pieces; out of heaven shall He thunder upon 

them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth, and 

He shall give strength unto His King, and exalt the 

horn of His Anointed" (1 Sam. 2: 10). 

DIVINE POWER REQUIRED FOR SALVATION 

No man can atone for his own sin, much less for the 

sins of the world. No angel would suffice for an aton

ing sacrifice, for two reasons. First, to atone for men

a perfect man must be provided. Second, to bear the 

sins of the world, divine strength was required. No 

angel could meet these two requirements. 

The strong Son of God alone could step into the 

breach. He was caught by His ability to do the mighty 

work of salvation. Praise His name, He did not refuse 

to be a sacrifice, but gave Himself a ransom for us all. 

"Jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 

THE INCARNATION 

was therefore necessary to prepare for atonement. God 

Himself must become Man. "Forasmuch then as the 

children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also 

Himself likewise took part of the same; that through 

death He might destroy him that had the power of 

death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through 

' 
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fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" 

(Heb. 2: 14, 15). 

GETHSEMANE 

Doubtless the ram Abraham saw struggled to free 

himself from the grip of the thicket, but without avail. 

So our Lord in Gethsemane besought His Father: "If 

it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless 

not My will, but Thine be done." Escape was im

possible, and our Lord yielded Himself to be God's 

sacrifice for sin. 

THE CROSS 

As Abraham offered the ram on the altar for a burnt 
offering, so Christ offered up Himself without spot to 

God on the cross. No one offering or type suffices to 

depict the sacrificial death of our Divine Saviour. The 

five Levitical offerings all contribute to explain the 

merits and glories of His work on the cross. All the 

many types are needed to portray the manifold 

beauties and virtues of Christ and His finished work. 

A believer's growth in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ may be measured by his understanding and 

appreciation of the meaning of the cross. 

VICTORY IN REsURRECTION 

Abraham returned from the mount with Isaac his 

son, having, in figure, received him from the dead. The 

resurrection of our Lord was no figure, but His actual 

and eternal triumph over sin and death and Satan. We 

who believe are some of the trophies of His victory. 

The full manifestation of the glorious results of Christ's 
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death and resurrection will be unfolded throughout the 

ages of eternity. 

HIS CoMING KINGDOM 

As the atonement required a sacrifice of divine power 

and human perfection, no less does the government of 

God's vast realms require almighty power. 

A beautiful parallel to the story of the ram caught 

by his horns is found in Rev. 5. John says that he 

saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne in 

heaven, a seven-sealed book of God's plans and coun

sels as to His kingdom. No one, however, in heaven 

or earth was found able to loose the seals and open 

the book. That is, no man or angel could be found 

capable of declaring God's counsels as to earth and 

heaven, much less to put those counsels into effect. 

THE DESPERATE NEED OF POWER TO ACCOMPLISH 

Goo's PuRPOSES 

John wept much because it seemed that the Kingdom 

must fail for lack of someone able to establish it. Then 

he was comforted by the dramatic appearance, not of 

some mere man or angel, but by the Lamb of God 

Himself. The very One who had by Himself purged 

our sins, now came forward and took the book out of 

the right hand of Him that sat on the throne! 

ALL HEAVEN EXULTS 

The Lamb had seven horns; that is, He wielded, in 

His own Person, the complete power of Almighty God 

to subdue His enemies and establish God's kingdom in 

power. At this glorious sight all the vaults of heaven 

rang with acclamations and rejoicing. The living crea-
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tures and the elders sang the new song to their Divine 

Redeemer. The angels, numbered in hundreds of 

millions, thronged the throne to give their homage 

to Jesus, and every creature in heaven and earth bowed 

in worship and said Amen. 

Does your heart say "Amen" to this vast ovation 

to the Lamb slain? If not, you do not belong to that 

holy company, and have no home in those heavenly 

courts. 

THE PRESENT FRUITS OF CHRIST'S POWER 

To us who believe, the understanding of Christ's 

power gives perfect and settled peace as to our salva

tion and security. The knowledge of His strength and 

faithfulness enables us to rest in the sure hope of His 

return and the fulfilment of all God's promises. 

LESSONS AS TO OURSELVES AND OUR SERVICE 

It is clear from the above that the possession of 

power involves responsibility for service. Every talent 

you possess puts you in debt to use that talent for the 

Lord who gave it. 

Are you a parent? You have the responsibility and 

privilege of leading each precious young soul to Jesus 

for salvation and keeping grace. 

Have you drunk of the living water that Christ 

gives? It is His will that His life in you should be a 

spring of living water to bring life to dying souls (John 

7: 38). 

Is Christ in you by His indwelling Spirit? Then 

something of His character and loveliness should be 

manifest to the world around. 



YOUR BRIGHTEST DAYS* 

"'Thus saith Jehovah; I remember for thee the 
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals; 
how thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a 
land that was not sown. Israel was holiness unto 
Jehovah, the firstfruits of His increase" (Jer. 2: 2, 
3, R. V.). 

J
N Jeremiah's day Israel was decadent and largely

apostate. The Lord warned the people, through His 

prophet, to tum from their idols to Himself, the 

"Fountain of living waters," but they would not hear. 

Therefore they were carried captive to Babylon. 

ISRAEL'S NOBLE ORIGIN 

Despite Israel's generations of departure from God, 

He reminds them of their noble origin in Abraham. 

"I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: 

how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a 

strange vine unto Me?" (Jer. 2: 21). 

Goo REMINDS ISRAEL OF HER BRIGHTEST DAYS 

The Lord compares Israel's deliverance from Egypt 

and her following the Lord in the wilderness, where 

there was no sowing and reaping, to the love of a 

young bride following her husband to a strange land. 

*This article was suggested by an address made years ago by
James Boyd, of England, which made a deep and lastfna- im
pression on the writer. 
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On my wall hangs a lovely picture entitled, "The 

Madonna of the Prairie." It shows the inside of a 
covered wagon called a "Prairie Schooner." Through 

the front opening of the canvas, is seen the team of 
horses, and the strong bronzed arm of the husband, 
driving. Inside, sits a lovely young woman holding 
her baby to her breast. A large tin cup on a stool and 
a rifle in the comer, suggest the simplicity, the hard
ships and the dangers of a pioneer life. But the 
young wife's beautiful hands and face make one won

der how she will endure the hard life to come. Love 

is like that! It does not count the cost. So Jehovah 
recalls the love of Israel when she stood on the farther 
side of the Red Sea and sang, "The Lord bath tri

umphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He 
thrown into the sea!" (Exod. 15: 1). 

THE TRIALS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Of course there are trials in the Christian life, just as 
there were testings for Israel in the wilderness. But 
God supplied manna every morning, and water from 

the rock. So He supplies our every need in Christ the 
Heavenly Bread, the Living Water. 

THE GRACE OF Goo's APPROVAL 

When we consider the murmuring of Israel in her 

early days, we marvel at the grace of God's approval 
when He said, "I remember for thee the kindness of 

thy youth, the love of thine espousals; how thou went

est after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not 

sown." And we wonder at the grace that bears with 

us today. How it will thrill our hearts to hear our 

Lord remind us of our love for Him! 



Your Brightest Days 

"Little acts we had forgotten, 
He will show us were for Him. 

Oh, what joy, when He imputeth 
Righteousness instead of sin! 

Sweet to take the linen garments 
As a gift, and all from Him." 

THE Loss OF FIRST LoVE 

63 

The Christian Church has a similar tragic history to 

that of Israel. She did not retain her first love for 

Christ. The Lord Jesus in His heavenly glory appeared 

to John on Patmos, and told him to write to the 

Church at Ephesus. He first commended her good 

works, and then said, "But I have against thee, that 

thou didst leave thy first love. Remember therefore 

whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the first 

works; or else I will come to thee, and will move thy 

candlestick out of its place except thou repent" (Rev. 

2: 4, 5, R. V.). 

Goo's JUDGMENT FOLLOWS APOSTASY 

Israel has been scattered among the nations for over 

nineteen centuries because of her apostasy, and her 

land is still held by Gentile powers. 

Asia Minor, the land of the seven churches to whom 

John wrote, was conquered by Islam, and is now 

Turkey, a land where Christianity is almost unknown. 

The candlesticks of Christian testimony were removed. 

THE GODLY REMNANT 

There was always a godly remnant in Israel even in 

her darkest days. Elijah thought that he only was 

left, but the Lord informed him that there were seven 

thousand in Israel still true to Jehovah ( 1 Kings 19: 

10, 18). 
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At Pentecost the godly remnant of Israel became the 

infant Church, and those days were bright indeed! 

There has been a godly remnant in Christendom even 

in the "dark ages." These choice souls kept their 

love for Christ burning brightly through years of dis

honor and bitter persecution. 

YOUR BRIGHTEST DAYS 

There is an individual application to all this; in 

fact, the faithfulness of the Church all depends on the 

love of individuals. The Church as a whole cannot 

love except as individuals love Christ. Now, frankly, 

How bright is your love for Christ? Does it bum as 

brightly as it ever did? or has it grown dim? If it has, 

tell the Lord about it at once. "Remember whence 

thou art fallen, and repent!" Be sure He will hear 

your confession and restore your soul. 

THERE IS No NEED FOR COLDNESS 

There is no excuse for leaving your first love for 

Christ. He never disappoints the soul. His love never 

grows cold. Human love may fail you, but not Christ's. 

Three times Jesus asked Peter, "Lovest thou Me?" 

That is the heart of the matter. If your love for Christ 

has grown cold, it is because you have left His com

pany. No one can remain with Christ without loving 

Him, unless like Judas he never was a saved soul at 

all. The Lord longs for your love. He prizes it highly 

and is grieved at its loss. That is the reason He gave 

us the bread and wine, to remind us of His love even 

unto death, so in thinking of His great love, our love 

should bum brightly again. 
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THE SHINING WAY 

"The path of the righteous is as the dawning light 

that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" 

(Prov. 4: 18, R. V.). Many saints have proved that 

as they walk with God their days grow brighter and 

brighter. Enoch walked with God until God took him 

to heaven without dying. Jacob, whose early life was 

stained with sin and trouble, met God at Peniel, and 

his last days were his brightest days. In his old age, 

with the consciousness of spiritual power, he blessed 

great Pharaoh. With the dignity of God's prophet he 

peered down the ages to come, and blessed his twelve 

sons, and prophesied of the Messiah's coming. Then 

he yielded up his spirit to God, whom he had come 

to know and love. The God of Jacob is our God, 

and our last days may well be our brightest days. 

BEW ARE OF SPIRITUAL DECLENSION 

It is easy to grow cold. It takes active life to keep 

the body warm. If we do not walk in the Spirit we 

shall fulfil the lusts of the flesh. 

Solomon began well and ended very badly. He 

loved many strange women, and it is written that, 

"When he was old his wives turned away his heart 

after other gods .... For Solomon went after Ashtor

eth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom, 

the abomination of the Ammonites .... And the Lord 

was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned 

from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto 

him twice" ( 1 Kings 11 : 1-9) . What a dreadful 

eclipse for a king whose star had risen so brilliantly! 

It teaches us that there is no safety for any Christian 
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except in obedience and humble dependence on the 

Holy Spirit. 

RESTORATION OF BACKSLIDERS IS POSSIBLE 

Peter had a dreadful experience of denying his Lord 

in a blasphemous way, because he had been filled with 

self-conceit and boasting. But he repented with bitter 

tears, and the Lord restored his soul. Yes, repentance 

and confession is the way of restoration. Peter's last 

days were the brightest of his life. He devoted himself 

to serving his Lord and feeding His sheep, and finally 

laid down his life for his beloved Master. His last 

words to us and to all God's people are these, "Grow 

in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and for 

ever, Amen." To grow in grace is to have your days 

grow brighter until the race is run. 

FROM GLORY TO GLORY 

Finally, let us listen to Paul, that good soldier of 

Jesus Christ, that intrepid warrier for God's truth. Let 

us ask him how he maintained the bright flame of 

love for Christ in his heart. Here is his answer. "But 

we all with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit" 

(2 Cor. 3: 18). That is the secret of Paul's victorious 

life and triumphant departure. He said, "I have fought 

a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 

the faith." 
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WHAT IS THE SECRET? 

The secret, then, of all the godly, whose lives have 

grown brighter and brighter unto the perfect day, is 

this: Occupation with Christ; beholding His glory; 

yielding fully to His Spirit; growing in His grace; serv

ing Him gladly until He calls us to Himself. Then we 

shall share His brightness in that eternal day. God 

grant it may be so with you! Amen. 

0 touch my eyes that I may see 

In cloudless rapture Thy dear face 

And in that calm serenity 

With patience run my glorious race. 

0 loose my tongue that I may tell 

With burning words to sinners lost 

That Thou didst come to seek and save 

To purchase them at such a cost! 

Unstop my ears that I may hear 

The softest whisper of Thy love 

To draw my heart from earthly things 

And fix it on Thyself above. 

Release my feet that I may run 

The way of holiness divine 

Held by Thy band I cannot fall 

Filled with Thy life I'll brightly shine. 

-W. SPENCER WALTON.



CHRIST'S POVERTY AND RICHES 

"For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He be

came poor, that ye through His poverty miarht be 

rich" (2 Cor. 8: 9). 

Q 
UR Lord was rich in the eternal ages of the past.

He was rich in power and glory, and in the divine 

love and fellowship of the Father. When He was a 

Man on earth about to return to His native home, He 

looked up to Heaven and said, "And now, 0 Father, 

glorify Thou Me with the glory which I had with 

Thee before the world was" (John 17: 5). 

CHRIST'S INTRINSIC PERSONAL GLORY 

This glory of which our Lord speaks was His per

sonal Godhead glory as the Eternal Word, and may be 

distinguished from His glory as Creator. He said, 

"Before the world was." 

CHRIST'S GLORY AS CREATOR 

Some far -off time in the ages of the past, God deter -

mined to enrich Himself by a vast creation. It is not 

said when this was. Doubtless it could not be told us 

with our limited conception of time. We are, however, 

told of the stupendous fact in these words: "By Him 

were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 

in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 

or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
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were created by Him and for Him" ( Col. 1: 16). And 

then we have a still greater statement that the Creator 

was He who has now shed His blood for our redemp

tion (ver. 14). 

CHRIST'S RICHES IN CREATION 

Who can conceive the vastness of the riches of the 

visible creation? "The earth is the Lord's, and the 

fulness thereof." The more one knows of astronomy, 

the more he is astounded by the inconceivable vastness 

of the physical universe; but Col. 1: 16 emphasizes the 

unseen or spiritual creation: "thrones, dominions, prin

cipalities, and powers." These we know of in a very 

limited degree, through God's revelation to us in His 

Word. 

CHRIST WAS LORD OF SPIRITUAL POWERS 

Scripture gives a few glimpses of the might and 

majesty of these powers, unseen to our eyes. In Isa. 6 

the seraphim are described as each having six wings, 

"With twain he covered his face, and with twain he 

covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one 

cried unto another, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 

hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory!" If such 

was the cry of these mighty beings, what was the glory 

of Him who sat on the throne! 

THE CHERUBIM 

These also are attendants on the throne of God. 

Ezekiel describes their terrific power and splendor. 

They bum like fire. They move like lightning. Their 

resistless energy is symbolized by vast wheels "so high 
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that they were dreadful." Their rings were full of 

eyes, that is, all-seeing knowledge guides their move

ments. These living creatures give some idea to our 

earthly minds of the power that was Christ's, for they 

were His servants. 

THE ANGELIC HOSTS 

In Hezekiah's day, the Lord sent an angel against 

Sennacherib's army, and in one night this powerful 

spirit slew 185,000 of the Assyrians (2 Kings 19: 35). 

Our Lord said that if He asked the Father, He would 

give Him twelve thousand angels at His command. 

This may give us some idea of the titanic forces at 

Christ's disposal. These are riches that make America's 

billions for war bonds seem entirely negligible. 

"FOR YOUR SAKES HE BECAME POOR" 

He who was so rich beyond all calculation or expres

sion could have remained so eternally. But for our 

sakes He became poor. How poor did He become? 

THE WORD BECAME FLESH 

In the first place the Eternal Word became a man, 

to redeem men. He did not become a fallen man, as 

we are, or an innocent man, as Adam was, but a Holy 

Man, the Second Man, the Lord from Heaven, yet a 

real Man, body, soul and spirit-just as really a man 

as you are, or I am. 

HE EMPTIED HIMSELF 

Scripture says, "He emptied Himself" ( Phil. 2 : 7, 

R.V.), that is, He really became poor. We cannot
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analyze how the Eternal Word emptied Himself, but 

we accept the scripture statements. 

He was born of a· virgin and was nourished at her 

breasts. He was a babe, then a little child, and He 

grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 

man. 

CHRIST BECAME A SERVANT 

But Christ's poverty did not end with becoming a 

man. He was a Poor Man; born into a poor family, 

and remaining poor all His life. 

Nor did He stop there. He humbled Himself and 

made it His life-work to serve others. He served at 

home, He served in His ministry. Even when anointed 

by the Spirit of God, He was tempted of the devil, and 

when He began to preach He said, "The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon Me to preach good tidings to the poor." 

That is service, "He hath sent Me to proclaim release 

to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

set at liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim the 

acceptable year of the Lord." That is service, glorious 

service, indeed! It is mighty service, but humble service, 

so that He Himself said, "The Son of Man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 

life a ransom for many." 

OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH 

In Christ's life there was joy in service; but He came 

to die, and there was no joy in death. In Gethsemane 

our Lord faced the fearful poverty of suffering and 

death. His chosen disciples failed Him here, and He 

suffered alone, sweating blood at the awful prospect 
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before Him. If He was to do His Father's will there 

was no escape from death, and He was obedient unto 

death, saying "Not My will, but Thine be done." 

THE DEATH OF THE CROSS 

This was the most dreadful poverty of all. Mal

treated by man, stripped of His garments, nailed to a 

cross of shame, forsaken by God, bearing the sin of the 

world! Never had any man been so poor! "/ am a 

worm and no man" ( Ps. 22 : 6) . This, my soul, was 

the poverty He suffered that you might be rich! 

THE LAST STEP DOWNWARD 

"A soldier with a spear pierced His side, and forth

with came there out blood and water." In His death 

He was still giving, still emptying Himself that we 

might live, and live forever. 

THE TIDE TURNS 

At last the deepest depth of poverty had been reached. 

Lower He could not go, and so at last the tide turns. 

No more insult is permitted, now that His work is 

done. 

Loving hands take His body down from the cross, 

and tenderly they wrap Him with fine white linen and 

a hundred pounds of spices. Then they carry the 

precious burden and lay it in Joseph's new tomb, hewn 

out of solid rock. 

Hate has had its day. Love now has hers. His 

disciples mourn. His mother and her companions weep 

at His tomb. Only now, when they have lost their 

beloved Lord, do they realize that He was their all 

in all. 
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CHRIST DID NOT REMAIN POOR 
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Every redeemed heart is thrilled by the fact that 

Christ did not remain poor; He is richer now than He 

ever was be/ ore! And, praise God, His redeemed ones 

shall share His riches. He became poor that we might 

be rich. 

THE RICH MAN'S TOMB 

The moment that Christ's blood had been shed, flow

ing from the spear-wound in His side, God halted every 

insult to His holy Son. His enemies planned to make 

His grave with the wicked, but God gave Him a rich 

man's tomb( Isa. 53: 9; Matt. 27: 57-60). 

THREE DAYS IN THE GRAVE 

For three days Christ's enemies triumphed, while 

those who loved Him mourned. The majesty of God 

is not hasty or perturbed. Almighty power awaits the 

appointed hour for its display. We know not what 

transpired in the courts of the powers of darkness dur

ing this time of their apparent victory, but we know 

that in the courts of light there was divine peace. 

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION 

At last the hour of triumph comes. God raised Him 

from the dead, not simply to His former condition, but 

in His glorified body and in the power of an endless 

life. Satan at last has been despoiled of his power. 

Death has been overcome. The grave has been robbed 

of its prey. 
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CHRIST'S NEW RICHES 

With His resurrection Christ begins to enter into His 

new riches, the marvelous wealth acquired by His cross. 

ALL POWER GIVEN TO THE RISEN CHRIST 

After forty days of tenderly ministering to His own, 

Jesus blessed them and in their presence He ascended 

to Heaven where He sat down at the right hand of 

the Father. As He left them He declared, "All power 

is given unto Me in heaven and in earth" (Matt. 28: 

18). For the first time in heaven's history a Man 

was seen at the right hand of power. 

JESUS IS EXALTED 

"Wherefore (because of His cross) God also hath 

highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 

above every name: that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow" (Phil. 2: 9, 10). Heavenly, earthly 

and infernal beings all must own Him as Lord. This 

is God the Father's decree. Not yet has it been fully 

carried out, but it is as certain as His resurrection. 

God is deliberate in executing His decrees. Each 

glory and honor of His Son has a set time for its 

accomplishment. God plans a mighty crescendo of 

the glory of His Son, and has told us, in part at least, 

what these plans are. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS SENT 

Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit to His 

waiting disciples, and at Pentecost He fulfilled that 

promise. The Spirit could not come until Christ was 

glorified, because the thrice-holy God can dwell in men 
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only on the basis of a fully completed redemption. 

What divine wealth of grace is here revealed! The 

Father and the Son giving the Comforter to abide in 

us forever! 

THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH 

By the gift of the Spirit Christ is forming His 

Church. This marvelous company of the redeemed is 

the unique and most favored body that God, in His 

sovereign grace, has formed. This purpose was hid in 

God, from the world's foundation, and revealed only 

after it had been inaugurated by the descent of the 

Spirit (Eph. 3: 9-11). 

CHRIST'S BODY AND HIS BRIDE 

The Church is called Christ's Body as relating to His 

work and witness in the world. Christ in Heaven is 

the Head, and an true believers are His members on 

earth. 

As related to Christ in the ages to come, the Church 

is Christ's Bride, all-glorious in her unique relation to 

Himself. She is the pearl of great price for which our 

Lord sold all that He had (Matt. 13: 45, 46). 

THE RICHES OF CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH 

Paul says that the formation of the Church is a 

revelation, to the principalities and powers in the 

heavenlies, of the manifold wisdom of God ( Eph. 3: 

10). That is, angels look on with wonder at the grace 

and wisdom of God that makes us, redeemed sinners, 

now saints, to be members of Christ. This will be fully 

manifested in the future: "That in the ages to come 
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He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus" ( Eph. 2: 7) . 

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 

It is nearly twenty centuries since Pentecost. Saints 

often have wondered why Christ delayed His return. 

The reason is that in the Church and in this age of 
grace, God is enriching His beloved Son as in no other 

age. Some glad day Christ will descend from Heaven 

with a shout of triumph to receive His Bride ( 1 Thess. 
4: 16, 17). 

THE MARRIAGE SUPPER 

What a day that will be when the Father makes a 

marriage for His Son (Matt. 22: 2). The Bride will 

be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. She will be 
fair-without spot or wrinkle. He will say, "Thou art 

all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee," and she will 
reply, "I am my Beloved's, and He is mine." 

This is wealth of a new order that Christ has longed 

for, but never had before. 

THE MARRIAGE GUESTS 

"Blessed are they that are called to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb" (Rev. 19: 9). All the saints of 

all the ages will be there, each in his own worth and 

beauty, wrought by the grace of Him that sits on the 

throne. 

THE ACCLAMATION OF HEAVEN 

When Jesus appears before the assembled hosts of 

heaven to accept divine authority to administer the 
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book of God's counsels, He stands in the midst of the 

throne, endowed with the seven Spirits of God, that is, 

He has divine power and wisdom. Yet He appears 

as the Lamb slain. He still bears the wounds of 

Calvary in hands and feet and side. 

At this sight all Heaven breaks out with acclamation. 

Living creatures and elders fall down before Him in 

worship. "Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy 

blood." Millions of angels say, "Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and honor, and glory, and bl�sing." 

Every creature in God's universe joins the worship 

saying, "Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, 

be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 

Lamb for ever and ever" (Rev. 5: 6-13). 

Notice that these vast ascriptions of worship are to 

the LAMB, that is, they are Christ's riches as fruit of 

His cross, His sufferings as the atoning sacrifice for sin. 

THE NEW JERUSALEM 

After the marriage supper, the Church is seen as the 

Bride in the New Jerusalem. The angel said to John, 

"Come hither, I will show thee the Bride, the Lamb's 

wife," and John saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God. The Lord God 

and the Lamb are the temple of that city. All its 

foundations are precious stones, its gates are pearls, 

and its street of pure gold. 

This certainly is riches beyond compare! The Lamb 

is the light thereof. It is His home who once was poor, 

His eternal possession! 

•
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REsTORED ISRAEL, CHRIST'S EARTHLY PEOPLE 

Israel is Christ's earthly treasure. For the joy of 
possessing that treasure Christ sold all that He had and 
bought the field containing the treasure (Matt. 13: 44). 
This again explains His poverty. But one day, yet to 
come, He will return to claim that treasure as His own. 
Then wilf He say to them, "Sing, 0 daughter of Zion: 
shout, 0 Israel: be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 
0 daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord haL'1 taken away 
thy judgments, He hath cast out thine enemy: the King 
of Israel, even JEHOVAH thy God, is in the midst 
of thee, a Mighty One who will save: He will rejoice 
over thee with joy: He will rest in His love; He will 
joy over thee with singing" ( Zeph. 3 : 14-17) . 

What divine eloquence is this! What riches gathered 
at long last from His age-long labor with Israel! He 
shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied! 

THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD 

These have been so long withheld from their rightful 
Owner. So long have they been occupied by the great 
usurper. But the day of Christ's inheritance is fixed 
in the Father's counsels. When that day comes it will 
be proclaimed, "The kingdoms of this world are become 

the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He 
shall reign for ever and ever" ( Rev. 11 : 15) . 

THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 

When Christ has put down all opposition to God 

and destroyed the last enemy, He will deliver the king
dom to the Father, that God may be all in all ( 1 Cor. 

15: 24-28.). Then the divine voice will be heard, "Be-

' 
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hold, I make all things new" (Rev. 21: 5). John said, 

"I saw a new heaven and a new earth, and I John saw 

the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down from 

God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband" (Rev. 21: 1, 2). 

Thus the labors of the Godhead in the new creation 

are ended. Father, Son, and Spirit rest in their com

pleted work. Happy the soul included in the company 

of those redeemed by His blood. 

"Joyful now the new creation 

Rests in undisturbed repose, 

Blest in Jesus' full salvation, 

Sorrow now nor thraldom knows." 

-J. N. DARBY.

• * * * * 

"His be the Victor's name 

Who fought the fight alone 

Triumphant saints no honor claim 

His conQuest was their own. 

By weakness and def eat 

He won the meed and crown, 

Trod all our foes beneath Hia feet 

By being trodden down. 

Bless, bless the ConQueror slain 

Slain in His victory: 

Who lived, Who died, Who lives again 

For thee His Church for thee I" 

-WBITI'OCK GANDY, 



THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON 

2 Kings 4: 8-37 

THROUGHOUT the Old Testament we find inci
dents that portray our Lord's Person and work in 

most striking and unexpected ways. 
Consider the strange sight of Adam lying unconscious 

in deep sleep, while from his side the Lord removes 
a rib, and from it He makes a woman! Unbelief calls 
this fantastic, but faith sees a clear picture of Jesus 
as He was taken down from the cross. His pierced 
side is the symbol of His sacrificial death, and from 
that death God formed the Church, His Bride. 

THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON 

Consider now the strange case of the Shunammite 
woman's son. The charming and pathetic story of his 
birth and death is told in 2 Kings 4 : 8-33. Then we 
have a remarkable scene described as follows: "And 
he (Elisha) went up, and lay upon the child, and put 
his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself 
upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 
Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; 
and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and 
the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his 
eyes" ( verses 34, 35) . 

As we read these words we feel that there is a spirit
ual meaning behind them. There is nothing idle in 

80 
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Scripture. There are no such absurd and grotesque 

things as abound in secular writings and natural reli

gions. The Spirit of God must have been portraying 

a deeper truth than the restoration of this boy to his 

mother's arms and heart. 

CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF Goo's THOUGHTS

The Key to interpretation that unlocks many Old 

Testament types is the almost universal Key of Christ's 

Person, His incarnation, ministry, His atoning death, 

and His resurrection. 

Goo HAS DRAWN PRE-VIEWS OF HIS SON

Before the Word was made flesh, God could not 

speak in plain words all that filled His heart concerning 

His Son. This would have put the New Testament 

into the Old. However, it is very beautiful to see that 

God the Father was so occupied with His beloved Son, 

and what He was to accomplish, that He portrayed 

many delightful pictures of the grace and glory of 

Jesus, in His dealings with the prophets and the saints. 

GoD AS AN ARTIST 

Most of us enjoy the beauties of nature as they meet 

our eyes on every side-the soft colors of the dawn 

or the deeper hues of gorgeous sunsets. We are awed 

by the vastness of the sea and the unspeakable depths 

of starry skies. We are attracted by the brilliance of 

a hummingbird and the marvelous speed of its move

ments. 

SPIRITUAL ARTISTRY 

But beyond the sphere of the physical and natural 

there is a moral and spiritual sphere in which God 



82 "Think on These Thinfs" 

expresses His glory in deeper and subtler ways. These 

precious spiritual things, these moral glories, are valued 

only by those who have God's Spirit (Rom. 8: 5; 1 Cor. 

2: 14). 

THE VALUE OF TYPES 

It is true that types may be read with certainty only 

after the substance has been given, after the antitype 

has come, but their value consists in emphasizing vari

ous features of the antitype that might otherwise escape 

notice. Thus the five great offerings of the Mosaic law 

describe five great aspects of the death of Christ which 

would doubtless escape notice, or at least elude our 

full understanding, if these great types had never been 

given. It is thus with the peculiar actions of Elisha in 

restoring life to the dead child of the Shunammite 

woman. 

THE STORY 

This charming story is full of human interest. It

is not our purpose to speak of it in full, so we simply 

mention the following subjects for your own meditation: 

• The generous and appreciative character of this in

fluential woman of Shunem ( ver. 8).

Her deep appreciation of the holy man of God and 

her provision for his need ( vers. 9, 10). 

Her unexpected and great reward ( vers. 11-17) . 

The tragedy of the death of her only son ( vers. 18-20). 

Her faith in Elisha the man of God, and the activity 

and urgency of that faith (vers. 21-25). 

The response of Elisha to her faith ( ver. 26). 
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The woman's refusal to stop short of Elisha himself 

to meet her need ( ver. 27) . 

Her rolling the responsibility of her deep need on 

the prophet and her appeal to his faithfulness and truth 

(ver. 28). 

Elisha's immediate response to her prayer (ver. 29). 

LESSONS FROM THE STORY 

In this gripping story there is much to encourage 

our faith, and much to teach the way of definiten� 

in prayer, and the power of urgency and importunity 

that will not be denied! 

THE STAFF ON THE CHILD'S FACE (vers. 29-31). 

This strange action by the servant Gehazi before 

Elisha came produced no effect. There was neither 

voice nor hearing, and the report was given, "The child 

is not awaked." 

So it was with the law given by Moses before Jesus 

came; while ordained to life it was found to be unto 

death. Something more than law was needed to give 

life to dead sinners. 

ELISHA'S ARRIVAL ON THE ScENE OF DEA TH ( ver. 32). 

"And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, 

the child was dead, and laid upon his bed." 

This tense scene, so full of possibilities and expect

ancy on the part of faith, clearly suggests the arrival 

of the Son of God in this world of sin and death. 

What would He do? How would He meet this dread 

terror-Death? 

Verse 33 gives a precious portrayal of the way in 

which our Lord realized the awful issue of His mission. 
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"He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them 

twain, and prayed unto the Lord." There was no 

escape from the conflict and from the responsibility. 

The issue between life and death was joined! In our 

Lord's seasons of prayer we see how utterly He was 

alone with God as to the work He was to accomplish. 

At His baptism in Jordan He undertook to save us. 

He was alone in the wilderness forty days tempted of 

the devil, facing the one who had the power of death. 

"AND HE WENT UP AND LAY UPON THE CHILD" 

(ver. 34) 

This was the fullest contact and identification. Our 

Lord did not stand afar off to save us. He became

flesh. He took our frame. He was truly man, the 

Second Man, entirely dependent on God His Father. 

"HE PUT HIS MOUTH ON THE CHILD'S MOUTH" 

In the Lord Jesus, God spoke to man, mouth to 

mouth. He answered man's questions, and told man 

of heavenly things. 

At Sinai God spake from the fire on the mountain. 

His voice was like a great trumpet so that the mountain 

quaked! The people were afraid, and begged not to 

see the fire any more or to hear the awful voice. God 

granted their request and gave Moses to be their 

mediator. He also promised them a Prophet, a man 

like Moses to speak God's words to them (Deut. 18: 

15-19).

Jesus was this Prophet: and His words were God's

words. There was no terror in His presence. He 

opened His mouth and taught His disciples. He an

swered the questions of Nicodemus. He started the 
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conversation with the woman of Samaria. He spoke 

peace to troubled souls: "Thy sins be forgiven thee; 

go in peace!" He said to the leper, "Be thou clean;" 

and to the corpse of Lazarus, "Come forth!" and he 

came forth! 

ELISHA PUT HIS EYES ON THE CHILD'S EYES 

There was something in the face and eyes of Jesus 

that attracted little children, and won the confidence of 

publicans and sinners. There was a tenderness and 

love that captivated his disciples, yet there was a 

searching gaze that laid bare the thoughts and schemes 

of wicked men. 

In the Person of the Lord Jesus, God looked into 

men's eyes and souls face to face. Those who met that 

gaze honestly, and submitted their hearts to its power 

and grace, were brought from darkness into God's light. 

ELISHA PUT HIS HANDS ON THE CHILD'S HANDS 

Jesus touched the leper and said, "Be thou clean!" 

He took Ii ttle children in His arms, and laid His hands 

on them and blessed them! How privileged were those 

mothers who placed their babes in the hands of God! 

Yet we may do the same today, by faith and prayer. 

How touching is that scene in the house of J airus 

where Jesus entered the chamber of the twelve-year-old 

girl who had died! He put out all the scoffers, and 

taking the thin, cold, dead hand in His strong warm 

hand, He said tenderly, "Little daughter, rise!" and 

her spirit returned and instantly she stood up ( Luke 

8: 54). 

Very similar are these two occasions of the raising of 

the Shunammite's son and Jairus' daughter; but the 
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difference is seen in the agitation of Elisha, the prophet, 

compared with the calm power of Christ, the Lord of 

the prophets. 

"ELISHA STRETCHED HIMSELF ON THE CHILD, 

AND THE FLESH OF THE CHILD WAXED WARM" 

What picture or allegory could express more perfectly 

the condescending grace of Jesus in His contact with 

humanity, and especially with those He won back to 

life and to God! 

Jesus was the Friend of sinners, Healer of the sick, 

Seeker of the lost, Provider for the poor and hungry. 

His divine sympathy wanned the hearts of mourners, 

His power gave them back their dead! Truly human 

hearts waxed warm in His divine-human presence! 

John leaned on His breast at supper. 

THE FINAL AGONY OF PRAYER AND VICTORY (ver. 35) 

"Then Elisha returned and walked in the house to 

and fro; and went up and stretched himself upon him; 

and the child sneezed seven times and the child opened 

his eyes." 

Evidently the prophet was in distress. So our Lord 

was in distress in Gethsemane. Then at Calvary, they 

stretched His body on a cross and nailed Him there. 

All this that we might live! 

THE AWAKENING 

The child sneezing seven times may illustrate the 

difficulty that God encounters in arousing sinners from 

their sleep of death. The Lord of life has indeed come 

into the fullest contact with mankind. The work of 
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the cross is a finished work. Christ is risen indeed. 

Yet how few comparatively are aroused to faith and 

life. As sneezing is a sharp spasm which expels matter 

that hinders breathing, so God applies many sharp 

pangs to awaken the sinner from his lethargy and give 

him life. 

At last, the child opened his eyes, the work was done. 

"And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. 

So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, 

he said, Take up thy son. Then she went in, and fell 

at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took 

up her son, and went out" ( vers. 36, 37). 

Someone may say, or think, "Why bother with the 

interpretation of such a story as this?" In reply, I 

would quote Proverbs 25 : 2 : "It is the glory of God to 

conceal a thing; but the honor of kings is to search 

out a matter." 

A similar miracle of restoration to life was performed 

by Elijah on the widow's son as recorded in 1 Kings 

17: 17-24. The symbolism is much the same, with 

some beautiful features added. Elijah stretched him

self on the child three times, signifying the three days 

our Lord was in the tomb before He rose from the 

dead. 

A feature common to both Elijah's and Elisha's 

miracle, very precious to one's own soul, is the respon

sibility assumed by both for the raising of the dead. 

They wrestled with God for the victory. So our Lord 

assumed the awful load of guilt which had brought 

mankind under sentence of death. He offered prayers 

with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to 

save Him out of death (i.e., resurrection, Heb. 5: 7), 
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and He was heard, and became the Author of eternal 

salvation to all that obey Him. Praise His holy name! 

To SUMMARIZE-

If we have been correct in our interpretation of the 

meaning of the miracle of Elisha's raising the Shunam

mite's son, we may gather the following precious fruits 

from the meditation: 

1. A fresh appreciation of the grace of our Lord's

incarnation. 

2. A realization of the reality and fulness with which

He espoused our cause, and carried our sorrows. 

3. A deeper understanding of the fact that He

actually bore our sins, and went into death for us. 

4. A greater joy in the glorious victory over death

which He won for us by His resurrection. 

5. A glad anticipation of the future glory that shall

be ours with Him in resurrection life. 

* * • • • 

I know that my Redeemer liveth: 

A quick'ning Spirit He! 

I know eternal life He giveth 

Amazing grace! to me. 

-F. ALLABEN.



OUR LORD'S WOUNDS 

J
T is a remarkable fact that we have not been told

anything about the physical appearance of our Lord 

Jesus Christ as He appeared among men. Someone 

has suggested that the reason may be that if we had 

been told the color of His eyes, how He wore His 

hair and beard, and other features of His face and 

Person, people of other races might be repelled by the 

idea that Jesus was foreign to them-not of their own 

flesh and blood. At least we may be sure that such 

descriptions would divert our minds and hearts from 

the moral and spiritual likeness presented to us in the 

Gospels. 

HIS WOUNDS IDENTIFY THE RISEN LoRD 

Another remarkable fact is that, after His resurrec

tion, our Lord identified Himself so positively by His 

wounds, to the assurance and comfort of His disciples. 

"And He aaid unto th,em, Why are ye troubled? 

and wherefore do questioning• ariae in your hearh? 

See My handa and My feet that ia it I Myaelf: 

handle Me and aee; for a apirit hath not flesh and 

bones as ye aee Me having. And when He had aaid 

this He ah owed them Hia handa and Hia feet" ( Luke 

24: 38-40, R.V.). 

An even more startling evidence of the importance 

of our Lord's wounds as identifying beyond doubt or 

cavil the body in which He suffered on the cross, and 
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in which He arose to endless life, is found in another 

passage. 

"When therefore it was evening on that day, the 
first day of the week, and when the doors were abut 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
And when He had said this, He showed unto them 
His hands and Hia aide. The disciples therefore were 
glad when they saw the Lord. . • • But Thomas, one 
of the twelve, wu not with them when Jesus came. 
The other disciples therefore said unto hi� We 
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except 
I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my fin1rer into the print of the nails, and put 
my hand into His aide, I will not believe. 

"And aher eight days again His disciples were 
within, and Thomas with them. Jesus come� the 
door beinar abut, and stood in the midst and aaicl, 
Peace be unto you. Then saith He to Thoma.a, 
Reach hither thy finger, and see My hands; and 
reach hither thy hand and put it into My aide; and 
be not faithless but believin1r. Thomas answered 
and said unto Him, My Lord and my God" (John
20: 19-28, R.V.).

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRIST'S WOUNDS 

When we remember the unbelieving wickedness of 

men who deny the physical resurrection of the body of 

the Lord Jesus, in which He suffered and died on the 

cross, then we perceive the immense importance of the 

exposure of these wounds in hands and feet and side, 

to those disciples, men and women, who had seen Him 

crucified, and had carried His precious body and laid 

it in Joseph's tomb. 
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RESURRECTION CENTRAL TO OUR FAITH 

Surely every redeemed heart rejoices in this might

iest of all miracles, which God "wrought in Christ when 

He raised Him from the dead and made Hirn to sit 

at His right hand in heavenly places" (Eph. 1: 20). 

By His vicarious death and victorious resurrection 

Christ brought to naught him that had the power of 

death, that is, the Devil, and delivered us who trust 

Him from the fear of death. 

When we lay the body of a loved one who believes 

in Jesus in the grave, we do so in the assurance that 

that loved body shall rise again. Cut deeply in the 

granite of my own family tombstone are these blessed 

words: "Jesus said, / am the Resurrection and the Life: 

he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall 

he live!" (John 11: 25). 

CHRIST'S WOUNDS ARE NOT ScARs 

It is a startling fact that Christ's wounds are fresh 

wounds, not scars, or healed wounds. We know that 

the healing agent of fresh wounds is the circulating 

blood, but Christ's blood was completely shed at Cal

vary. "A soldier with a spear pierced His side, and 

forthwith came there out blood and water." So there 

has been no blood to heal those wounds. There is a 

spiritual reason also for those fresh wounds. They are 

a memorial of His atoning death .for sinners, the in

signia of His Saviourhood. How many myriads of 

the redeemed in Heaven will identify their Saviour by 

His wounds! 
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THE MEMORIALS OF CHRIST'S SACRIFICE 

Here in the world we keep in remembrance our 

Lord's sacrifice by taking the bread and wine, emblems 

of His body given, His blood shed in death. In Heaven 

we shall see Him in the midst of the throne as a Lamb 

freshly slain (Rev. 5: 6, 9, 12). That is, we shall see 

our Lord Jesus with His unhealed wounds, a continuing 

token of His sacrifice! These are the most precious 

marks of His love for us. 

Think of the millions of little children who will be 

there who have never heard the story of the cross. 

There in the Saviour's hands, they shall see the marks 

of His love unto death, and learn to love Him who 

gave Himself for them. 

"His precious blood has spoken there, 
Before and on the throne: 

And His own wounds in Heaven declaTe 

The atoning work is done!" 

THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL 

Not only are Christ's wounds to be the cause of 

adoration by the redeemed hosts in Heaven, but they 

are destined to identify their Saviour Jehovah as the 

very same Jesus whom they pierced on Calvary. 

Zechariah tells of that day when there shall be a 

fountain opened to the house of David, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness, 

"And one shall say unto Him, What are these wounds 

in Thy hands? Then He shall answer, Those with 

which I was wounded in the house of My friends" 

( Zech. 13: 1. 6) . The next verse is quoted by our Lord, 
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proving that the passage refers to Himself, "I will 
smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered" 
(Matt. 26: 31). 

To SuM UP 

We have seen three reasons why God has chosen not 
to heal the wounds that Christ received on Calvary. 
First, those wounds were the indisputable proof of the 
resurrection of the very same Jesus who was crucified. 
Second, those same wounds in Heaven will identify 
the Saviour to hosts who have never before seen Him, 
and will be the cause of their adoring worship. "Thou 
wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood." 
Third, When our Lord descends in power to deliver 
Israel, those wounds will identify Him as the smitten 
Shepherd of Israel wounded by His own people on 
the cross. 

Finally, what effect on our lives today should follow 
from considering those unhealed wounds of our beloved 
Lord? The poet Cowper has answered this question 
for us in these beautiful lines: 

"I thirst, but not as once I did, 
The vain delights of earth to share. 

Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid 

That I should seek my pleasures there. 

"It was the sight of Thy dear cross 
First weaned my soul from worldly things; 

And taught me to esteem as dross 
The mirth of fools, the pride of kings. 

"I want the grace that springs from Thee, 
That quickens all things where it flows, 

And makes a wretched thorn like me 
Bloom as the myrtle or the rose." 



ENOCH 

MOST brief and beautiful is the scripture's notice 
of Enoch "And Enoch walked with God. . . 

three hundred years . ... And Enoch walked with God: 
and he was not; for God took him" ( Gen. 5: 22, 24). 

What glorious company had Enoch in his earthly 
pilgrimage! To company with the Almighty is the 
transcendent experience, the highest possible to man. 
He "walked with God." What happy fellowship between 
a man and his Maker! This was indeed "Paradise 
regained;" a reminder of Eden where the Lord God

walked in the garden in the cool of the day, and a 
promise of that paradise to �ome, where God will dwell 
with men, "And they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, their God" (Rev. 21: 3). 

Enoch walked with God. He was a pilgrim in an 
evil world and God walked with him: God is a 
pilgrim with His people, going on to His eternal rest. 
We may not settle ourselves in this world to rest, or 
our faithful God will stir up our nest to remind us 
that we are pilgrims here, and that "there remaineth 
a rest for the people of God." 

Enoch's family was no hindrance to him. He "walked 
with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred 
years, and begat sons and daughters." Enoch was no 
monk or hermit; he reared a family, honoring God in 
it. His son Methuselah lived longer than is recorded 
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of any other man-probably a mark of God's favor

and his great-grandson Noah was a righteous man, 

who became the head of the new world. 

Enoch was a prophet, telling the ungodly of his 

day of the Lord's coming with ten thousand of His 

saints to execute judgment upon them because of their 

ungodly deeds (Jude 14, 15). Fellowship with God 

is the secret of prophecy. The man in God's presence 

must testify for God. If our testimony is low or lack

ing, let us then seek God's face afresh, and in walking 

with Him we will find power for prophecy. 

Does God tire of the fellowship of His people? After 

three hundred years of Enoch's company, "God took 

him." The attachment was so strong that "God took 

him," body, soul and spirit, to be forever with Himself. 

Happy man! Blessed portion! 

"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not 

see death; and was not found, because God had trans

lated him: for before his translation he had this testi

mony that he pleased God" ( Heb. 11 : 5). Reader, 

would you too please God? It must be by faith, for 

"without faith it is impossible to please Him" (Heb. 

11 : 6). Faith was the ground of Enoch's acceptance; 

there is no other ground. 

In his translation, before the flood destroyed the old 

world, Enoch is a type of the raptured saints to be 

taken up before God's judgment falls on an ungodly 

world. May Enoch's happy lot be ours! May we 

soon hear our Lord's voice saying, "Come up hither." 

"Oh joy oh delight should we go without dying 

No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying 

Caught up through the clouds with our Lord unto glory 

When Jesus receives His own I" 
-A, L. TURNE�.



''HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED, 

WONDERFUL" 

THE One of whom we speak and sing is wond�ful. 
His very name is wonderful. Isaiah said, "For 

unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given . . 
and His Name shall be called Wonderful." When the 
angel told Mary of the Babe to be born, she wondered. 

His whole life was wonderful. When His parents 
went to the temple with the Child and Simeon took 
Him in his arms and blessed God because, he said, 
"Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation," Joseph and 
Mary wondered "at those things which were spoken 
of Him." And when He was found in the temple, 
"sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions, all that heard Him won
dered at His understanding and answers." 

When He preached His first sermon, the people all 
"wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of His mouth." So it was all His life. Many wretched 
people who were the objects of His healing power 
wondered. When they came to Him and brought the 
lame, the blind, the dumb and the maimed and He 
healed them, the multitude wondered and glorified God. 
All His life His disciples wondered. They trusted Him, 
they loved Him, but they wondered at Him. And 
when at last He faced His accusers and He answered 
them not a word, they, too, wondered at Him. When 
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He hung on the cross as a Substitute for sinners, the 

people wondered. The centurion wondered and said, 

"Truly, this was the Son of God." 

When He rose from the dead, and showed His hands 

and His feet to the disciples, they "believed not for 

joy, and wondered." And what a day of wonder and 

glad surprise it will be when we see Him! When He 

comes in power and glory, nations shall wonder at Him 

( Isa. 52: 15) . Let not our minds be dulled by the 

frequent repetition of these things. Into what a won

derful relationship with God we have been brought 

through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. May we 

not lose the sense of His grace, but may we wonder 

too, and continually! 

"Wonderful death for it meant not defeat 

Calvary made His great mission complete 

Wrought our redemption and when He arose 

Banished forever the last of our foes. 

Wonderful name He bears! 

Wonderful crown He wears! 

Wonderful blessings His triumphs afford: 

Wonderful Calvary! Wonderful grace to me 

Wonderful love of my wonderful Lord! 

-A. H. ACKLEY. 



REMOVING "THIS MOUNTAIN" 

QUR Lord said to His �isciples, "If ye �l say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be 

thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive" (Matt. 21: 21, 22). 

This passage has been a difficult one for many 
Christians, to whom it seems an exaggeration as to 
the power of faith in removing difficulties. Let us 
consider it, and ask the Lord to give to us a correct un
derstanding of His word and promise. 

In the first place, the Lord said ''THIS mountain," 
not a mountain, nor any mountain. The mountain 
that confronted the Lord and His disciples at that 
time was the opposition of the rulers of the Jews. The 
Lord had just come into Jerusalem as King. He had 
driven the merchants and money-changers out of the 
temple. The chief priests had challenged His authority, 
and were plotting to kill Him. He was indeed to be 
killed, as He said in the parable of the vineyard and 
wicked husbandmen in this chapter. His disciples 
would be left to face the same murderous power that 
crucified their Master. 

It should be understood that in Scripture, mountains 
are frequently used as symbols of kingdoms or govern
ing powers, both bad and good. Thus in Jer. 51: 24, 25, 
the Lord says to Babylon and Chaldea, "I will render 
unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all 
their evil that they have done in Zion in your sight, 
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saith the LORD. Behold, I am against thee, 0 destroy

ing mountain, saith the LORD, which destroyeth all 

the earth: and I will stretch out Mine hand upon thee, 

and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee 

a burnt mountain." 

Mount Zion is a constant symbol for Israel in the

good sense. The stone that smites the image becomes 

a great mountain that fills the whole earth, symbolizing 

Messiah's uni versa! kingdom ( Dan. 2 : 35; see also 

Ps. 46: 2; Isa. 2: 2; 40: 4; Jer. 51: 24, 25; Zech. 4: 7, 

etc.). 

To return to our text, the question may be asked, 

"Was a mountain ever removed by the prayer of 

faith?" Yes; this mountain was removed by the prayer 

of these very disciples, as recorded in Acts. After Pen

tecost, the gospel was preached to the nation of Israel, 

five thousand men believing. This so alarmed the 

rulers, that Peter and John were arrested and brought 

before the Sanhedrin. The rulers, elders, and scribes, 

with Annas, Caiaphas, John and Alexander, in court 

session tried the apostles and threatened them, after 

commanding them not to speak at all nor teach in the 

name of Jesus ( Acts 4) . 

Here is the mountain of which our Lord spoke. It 

stood with its ancient authority against this new move

ment. It opposed its weight and mass against these 

few preachers of the gospel. What were they to do? 

Just what the Lord had told them to do. They could 

pray for its removal, and they did. 

"And being let go, they went to their own company, 

and reported all that the chief priests and elders had 

said to them. And when they heard that they lifted up 
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their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, 

Thou art God, which hast made the heaven, and earth, 

and the sea, and all that in them is: who by the mouth 

of Thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen 

rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings 

of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered to

gether against the Lord, and against His Christ. For 

of a truth against Thy holy Child Jesus, whom Thou 

hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 

the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered to

gether, for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel 

determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold 

their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, that 

with all boldness they may speak Thy Word, by 

stretching forth Thy hand to heal; and that signs and 

wonders may be done by the name of Thy holy Child 

Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place was 

shaken where they were assembled together; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the 

Word of God with boldness" (Acts 4: 23-31). 

The immediate answer to this prayer was their bold

ness in witnessing of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and the impotence of the rulers to stop the triumphs of 

the gospel. However, the final victory was not to be won 

without a struggle, as in the days when the Lord de

livered His people from Pharaoh's power. The apostles 

were imprisoned by the high priest, but delivered by 

the angel of the Lord. They were beaten, but refused 

to cease their witness. 

Stephen was arrested and set before the great council 

of the Jews. There he stood before this mountain 

smoking with wrath against the gospel of Jesus. Filled 
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with the Holy Ghost, his face like that of an angel, he 

gives a magnificent review of God's ways with Israel, 

ending with the terrible indictment of that stiffnecked 

people, who had killed the Just One. The issue was 

plain, their condemnation was complete; they had no 

answer but to tum in rage against the faithful witness 

and stone him to death. 

After this James was killed with the sword by Hercxl. 

This pleased the Jews, so Peter was imprisoned as the 

next victim, but he was delivered by an angel. Finally 

Saul of Tarsus, the leader and spearpoint of the Jewish 

hatred of Jesus, was halted in his tracks by the risen 

Lord, and made the vessel of His grace. Paul was 

made to experience the implacable hatred of the nation 

for Jesus and the gospel committed to him as the 

apostle to the Gentiles. 

Thirty-seven years after the prayer of Acts 4 the 

mountain of Israel's rulers and people was cast into 

the sea of the Gentile world. In A. D. 70 Titus de

stroyed Jerusalem, and the Jews were scattered among 

all nations, as the Lord had foretold in Luke 21: 24. 

We may well marvel at the patience and longsuffering 

of God in dealing with the sinful nation. In divine 

wisdom and grace He was saving the remnant of all 

who would repent, and removing them by persecution 

from the doomed city before the final judgment fell. 

When evil is in power, as it is in many countries of the 

world today, we may rest in the assurance that God is 

working in grace for His own, and will finally bring 

the wicked to judgment. 

Several important lessons in relation to prayer 

emerge from the scriptures we have been considering. 
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First, prevailing prayer must be in accord with God's 

will. Moses and the prophets had foretold the fall of 

Israel, and her scattering among the nations: our 

Lord had confirmed their predictions so that the re

moval of this mountain was in line with God's revealed 

will. 

In illustration of this principle we may remark that 

in the spectacular answers to Elijah's prayers the secret 

of their power is found in the prophet's statement, "I 

have done all these things at Thy word'' ( 1 Kings 18: 

36) . God does not gratify our whims and fancies. He

does care for our needs, and His own glory.

Again, there are sometimes short or long delays in 

God's answers to prayers of faith, but as F. B. Meyer 

has beautifully said, "God's delays are not denials." 

These delays are tests of our faith and patience and of 

the reality of our need. Sometimes we find that what 

seemed so important was not essential for our best 

interests, and has been made unnecessary by His grace. 

We need not analyze too much what we ask for, how

ever, for Jesus said, "All things whatsoever ye ask in 

prayer, believing, ye shall receive." God would have 

us to be happy children, asking freely without restraint. 

This involves submission to His perfect will. He will 

choose to give or withhold for our good, and we should 

be happy to leave the choice with Him. Some parents 

spoil their children by yielding to their every selfish 

request. Our Father will not do so. He loves us too 

deeply to give what would not be for our eternal good. 

So let us gladly trust Him; asking freely what we 

desire, but thanking Him for what He sends, and trust

ing Him for what He withholds. 



THE WINGS O·F A DOVE 

or, God's Picture-Galleries 

THE illustrations of Scripture are word-pictures, in-
tended to arouse interest, provoke thought, and 

bring the soul to understand God's ways. Some of these 
illustrations are exceedingly beautiful, and seem to 
challenge our minds and hearts for their interpretations. 
One of these is found in Psalm 68: 13: 

"Though ye have lien among the pob ( or cattle

pens) yet shall ye be aa the wings of a dove covered 

with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold." 

We may compare such word-pictures to paintings 
hung on the walls of God's Art Galleries of the Old 
and New Testaments. The great entrance hall is hung 
with the masterpieces of Moses. Here are majestic con
ceptions of creation, also landscapes and life-portraits 
of the patriarchs. 

Other galleries abound with historical paintings, and 
portraits of kings. The prophets' chambers are hung 
with paintings of awesome tragedies, rebellions, and 
battle-scenes, but relieved with inspiring pictures of a 
coming King, and the glory of His kingdom. 

In the halls devoted to the poet-painters, we find 
tender love scenes and lovely pastoral landscapes. The 
best-loved picture in this section depicts a shepherd 
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with his staff, watching his flock beside a quiet stream. 

In the distance is a dark valley and on the other side 

of the valley a bright horizon where the sun sheds its 

glory over the shepherd's home. 

As we move along, our interest is caught by a little 

picture of sombre hue, in which human figures are 

lying on the ground. They are dejected, perhaps they 

are slaves. They are lying among pots and cattle

pens. The view is sordid and suggests misery. But 

what attracts the eye is a shaft of light from above, 

and in it flutters a dove, her wings shimmering as 

though covered with silver, and her feathers glittering 

with green and yellow gold. One could not imagine a 

greater contrast than is presented by the misery on the 

earth and the lovely apparition of beauty and glory 

from above. We ask at once what can it mean? We 

find the painter's name is "David". He was a poet

painter, a musician, warrior and king. Surely he had 

some great theme in his mind and heart when he 

painted this. We ask an artist who is we
l

l acquainted 

with David's works and he tells us that the subject 

was taken from the older artist, Moses, and depicts 

the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt when 

they cried by reason of their task-masters. They had 

no hope of deliverance, but sought solace in their cattle 

and in the fleshpots of Egypt. The bright vision of the 

dove represents the gracious appearance of the Lord 

to Moses, saying, "I have heard their cry, for I know 

their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver them." 

The silver is the token of redemption, used as it was 

for redemption money. The gold speaks of the glory 

of God, especiaUy in His grace and goodn� to His 
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people. This, doubtless, was David's meaning in his 

little painting. 

We may enquire further, however, of the Holy 

Spirit's meaning when He inspired David to produce 

this little gem. God's ways are not limited to single 

occasions. He reveals Himself in grace again and 

again to those whom lfe would save from their sin and 

misery. 

Let us ask the Evangelist Luke what David's picture 

suggests to him. Surely he would say that the dark 

background was Israel's conditions of gloom and help

lessness under the Roman yoke, when suddenly an 

angel appeared one night on the fields of Bethlehem 

and announced to the shepherds the birth of Christ 

the Lord. The glory of the Lord shone round about 

them, and they found the Babe lying in the manger 

by the cattle-pens. Wonderful fulfilment of that heaven

ly apparition: Christ, the gift of God's love, had come 

down from heaven to save His people from their sins. 

He is the Dove of sacrifice, whose wings bring salvation, 

and whose feathers shine with the glory of God. 

Again, let us ask the beloved Apostle John to tell 

us what David's picture means to him. He would not 

hesitate. To him it recalled the scene on Jordan's 

banks where the stern Baptist was calling Israel to 

repentance. In the painting, the figures on the ground 

were those crowds of sinful folk; some truly repenting, 

others, a generation of vipers. Then that wonderful 

day when Jesus was baptized, and coming out of the 

water the heavens opened to Him and as He looked 

up He saw the Spirit of God fluttering down upon Him 

like a dove, her wings covered with silver and her 
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feathers with yellow gold, and it abode upon Him; and 

lo, a voice from heaven said, "This is My beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleased." 
Surely this is a marvelous prophetic fulfilment of 

David's painting. God, in sovereign grace, has sent 
His beloved Son into the world of sin to be a Saviour, 
the Lamb of God that beareth away the sins of the 
world. The Holy Spirit anoints Him for His glorious 
work. John could say, "We beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth." 

Finally, let us ask Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
what David's picture means to him. He replies that 
the dark background with its helpless figures means 

these poor Gentiles who had their conversation in the 
lusts of the flesh, who were by nature the children of 
wrath, and who were without hope and without God

in the world. 

Then, Paul, what is that beautiful dove in the light 

beaming from above? He replies, "God, who is rich in 

mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, hath 

quickened us together with Christ." What is the silver 

on her wings? "That is the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus." "Ye who once were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ." Why is the silver on her 

wings? Because "God hath raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus." 

And why do her feathers glisten with gold? Because 

"in the ages to come" God will "show the exceeding 

riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through 

Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2: 1-7). Thank you, Paul, you have 

surely made this picture glow with heavenly meaning. 
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So may we meditate on the pictures in God's Art 

Galleries. May the Holy Spirit who inspired them 

give us eyes to see their beauties, and hearts to under

stand their hidden meanings. 

Is it not true that Scriptures are left undefined be

cause they are too broad to be defined by only one 

meaning? They illustrate the manifold wisdom and 

manifold grace of our Saviour God. 

In David's picture I believe each of us who knows 

God's grace may see that which shall cheer our heart 

in our individual distress. David had many such times 

of trouble when he could say, "Lord, how are they in

creased that trouble me! Many are they that rise up 

against me. Many there be which say of my soul, there 

is no help for him in God. Selah. But Thou, 0 Lord, 

art a shield for me, my glory and the lifter up of mine 

head" (Ps. 3: 1-3). 

We, too, have our times of sorrow and trial; times, 

perhaps, of despondency. What shall we do? Look up 

in faith to Christ. Remember that He ever lives to 

make intercession for us, and we are saved by His 

life from all that is against us. He is in the glory at 

the right hand of God, and He has sent His Spirit 

into our hearts to be a divine Comforter. This bright 

vision will chase away our fears: "The wings of a dove 

covered with silver and her feathers with yellow gold." 

* • * * • 

"Under His wings, under His wings 

Who from His love can sever 1 

Under His wings my soul shall abide 

Safely abide forever I" 
-W.111. O. CUSHING. 
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