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Resurrection of the Dead: 
ITS FACTS AND TEACHINGS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

f ]HIS subject, though so vast and solemn, is 
nevertheless a very blessed one to the children 

of God. It is also a matter on which each succeeding 
generation of saints needs to have its faith strengthened. 
That every one of Adam's race who has ever 
lived must ere long be raised from the dead, to live 
again, is easily admitted as a Bible truth ; but it 
needs reflection to perceive at all adequately the vast-
ness of the facts this truth involves. The magnitude 
of the resurrection of the dead immensely increases 
as the world grows older. Every thirty or \forty 
years, its more than twelve hundred millions of our 
race return to dust. Like the foam of the sea, that 
sinks again in the ocean from which it sprang, or as 
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year after year's grass of a field might lie upon each 

other as pressed-down and withered hay, so the human 

dead lie in the earth on which we are treading, one 

generation upon another. How vast then the truth 

of them ALL living again ! How unutterably mighty 

the Power that will do i t ! How majestic and 

stupendous the deed when accomplished ! Reason 

utterly fails on this great subject, and imagination 

cannot grasp the magnitude of what these simple 

facts bring before it. Yet this, and nothing less 

than this, is what is so easily and lightly assented to 

amongst us as a Bible truth. 

^"Blessed be God, resurrection is a Bible truth, 

clearly and fully revealed ; but how feebly is it seen 

or felt by God's own children, whilst it is increasingly 

scoffed at and scorned, by an unbelieving -world. 

Indeed, the nearer the time of its fulfilment comes 

and the vaster it grows by the world's great age, the 

less, rather than the greater, is the impression that 

the coming resurrection of the dead makes on living 

people. The hurry of life leaves little time or 

inclination for reflection upon i t ; and without such 

reflection its magnitude is not perceived, nor is its 

solemnity felt. And infidel opposition of "scimee 
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falsely so called " is always challenging the faith of 

God's children in it, and is contemptuously asking 

the Corinthian question, " How are the dead raised 

up 1 and with what body do they come 1"—meaning 

by it, that there is no body left for them to come in— 

adding also many assertions and arguments of their 

own; such as that the dust of the human dead has 

long since been so mingled with original earth, that 

i t is already changed into a thousand forms o* 

living vegetable and animal organisms around us, and 

cannot by any possibility be gathered, nor the 

individuals who died be made to live again, because 

of its wide scattering and its endless intermingling 

with other things and persons. Indeed, faith in the 

resurrection of the entire human dead is so feeble in 

our day, and so inoperative, that our Lord might say 

of it, what He does of the expectation of His personal 

appearing : " When the Son of Man cometh, shall He 

find faith on the earth 1" (Luke xviii. 8.) How 

needful, then, to gather up the Scriptures upon it, 

and to arouse the attention of God's children, as well 

as that of a careless world around us, to this 

marvellous and solemn coming event. And this we 

•would now seek to do. 
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The resurrection of the dead divides itself into 
the larger and more distant matter of the "great 
white throne " day, and the general resurrection then 
of both the remaining righteous and the wicked, and 
the nearer and brighter theme of " the FIRST 
RESURRECTION," a resurrection of the righteous ONLY, 

at the blessed moment of Jesus' coming again. This 
latter takes place a thousand years before the other, 
and includes in it all " that are Christ's at His 
coming" (see 1 Cor. xv. 23); all, that is, who have 
by grace up to that time believed on Him, together 
with all the infant dead up to that date—for these we 
know are' His. 



CHAPTER I I . 

IResurrection from among tbe IDeao. 

In tracing the Scriptures given us on our theme, 

we will begin with the latter of these two divisions, 

viz., the resurrection of only a portion of the dead at 

our Lord's coming. We do this, both because it is 

the nearer as to time, and also because it bears more 

closely and directly upon our " blessed hope" as 

waiting saints ; and being a resurrection from among 

the dead, it is in that respect like to the rising from 

the dead of our blessed Lord Himself, whose triumph 

from His grave had no company with it, except that 

of certain bodies of the SAINTS which slept, whose 

graves had been lying rent open ever since His 

•expiring cry on the Cross (see Matt, xxvii. 51-53). 

This resurrection of only righteous ones is a 

matter very precisely worded in the New Testament. 

I t is spoken of as a resurrection " FROM the dead ; " a 
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resurrection, that is, of the righteous dead only, with

out any disturbing whatever of the ungodly dead 

whose dust may lie intermingled with theirs, or on 

either side. The sleeping saints are taken out fron> 

amongst the entire human dead ; so that not any 

dust whatever of the righteous is left unquickened,. 

while not a particle of the dust of the wicked is-

changed by that shout of the Lord Jesus, or t rump 

of God. Thus, it is indeed an accurate resurrection 

from amongst the dead. What a marvel is this of 

unerring discernment, as well as of Almighty power T 

But what cannot our God do 1 " Is anything too-

hard for me ? saith the Lord." We have only to find 

whether God has said i t ; and if He has, we may be-

sure He both CAN do it and will do it. Resurrection 

from amongst the dead rests, as Jesus said to the-

Sadducees, upon the Scriptures, and " the power of 

God " (see Matt. xxii. 29). This discernment of our 

Lord at His coming, between the dust of His saints,. 

and the dust of other human dead, agrees exactly 

with the similar accuracy with which He will at t h e 

same time separate between all the living believers of 

that hour, and the mere professors with whom they 

may at that moment be ever so closely intermingled 
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whether in the justifiable and necessary business of 

life, or, alas ! in professing Christian worship and 

communion. " I tell you, in that night there shall 

be two men in one bed, the one shall be taken " (i.e. 

to be with the Lord—see Greek and compare John 

xiv. 3), "and the other shall be left. Two women 

shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken,, 

and the other left" (Luke xvii. 34-35). 

Let us now consider the passages where this-

expression, " FROM the dead," is found. There are 

others which speak of " resurrection OF the dead " 

(e.g. Heb. vi. 2 ) ; but these refer to the general t ruth 

that the whole human dead must rise, and not to the 

point of our present branch of the subject. 

Our Lord's words to the disciples, as they came 

down from the mount of Transfiguration, are the first 

occasion of them. " Jesus charged them, saying, Tell 

the vision to no man, until the Son of Man be risen 

again from the dead" (Matt. xvii. 9). Compare also 

Mark ix. 9-10, where the newness of the expression 

would seem to have specially arrested the attention of 

the disciples ; for Mark adds, they were " questioning 

one with another what the risingyrom the dead should 

mean." A general resurrection of the dead was one 
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of those first " principles of the doctrine of Christ" 

which was familiar enough to Peter and James and 

John as godly Jews ; but a resurrection from among 

the dead was then taught them for the first time, and 

might well give rise to a wonderment and a 

" questioning" of what it could mean. Thus the 

first Scripture on this blessed subject refers to our 

Lord Himself. How befitting this is, and how 

instructive ! All truth is in Him, and finds in Him 

its fullest and most glorious illustration ; as He said, 

" T am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life ', " and 

amongst others this truth also of a resurrection from 

the dead, which leaves the other dead untouched. 

For such was Jesus' rising from His rocky grave in 

Joseph's garden, and that of His saints who then 

also rose; and such will be the resurrection of the 

righteous at Christ's coming. 

The next passage on this subject is Luke xiv. 13-

14 : " When thou makest a feast," (not a dinner or a 

supper merely, but the best th&t thou hast, "a, feast,") 

" call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind : and 

thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recompense 

thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection 

of the just." There is, then, a resurrection of none 
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but " the just" and of which it can be said. " Blessed 

and holy " is every one that is then raised. Hence 

this also is the resurrection from the dead. Our Lord 

here speaks of it as the time of recompense for all t rue 

service done on earth, whether in the gospel to the 

unsaved, orin His Church. (CompareRev. xxii. 12)r 

" Behold, I come quickly ; and My reward is with Me, 

to give every man according as his work shall be." 

The ready and perfectly easy way in which our Lord 

names ' ' the resurrection of the jus t " in this passage 

strikingly shows how filled His own mind was with 

that still future event now so little believed. 

In Luke xx. 27-3S, we find our Lord again teaching 

this resurrection of some of the dead before others. 

The free-thinking and infidel Sadducees came against 

Him , they were the well-known deniers of " any 

resurrection " of the dead. By the case of a deceased 

woman who had had seven brothers of a family for 

her seven successive husbands (in accordance with 

Deut. xxv. 5, though this was probably a supposed 

instance), they sought to make .the book of God 

itself inconsistent with the doctrine of any resurrection 

whatever of the dead. Our Lord's reply is well 

known. In it, He was not content with maintaining 
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only a resurrection of all the dead, but advanced His 

teaching to the yet higher ground of a resurrection 

which only the righteous would obtain. His words 

were, " They which shall be accounted worthy 

to obtain that world" (or, ' ' t h a t a g e ; " i.e. the 

-thousand years age of reigning with Christ), " and 

the resurrection FROM the dead, neither marry, nor 

.are given in marriage: neither can they die any 

more : for they are equal unto the angels ; and are 

the children [sons] of God, being the children [sons] 

of the resurrection." These words are a plain 

declaration of an elective or choosing-out resurrection, 

which will instantly stamp every one who partakes in 

i t as a son of God, by his being raised in ". the image 

of the heavenly," even Jesus, " the Firstborn from the 

dead." 

This precious truth is found also in the Acts of 

the Apostles. Here, too, it is the opposition of the 

Sadducees that gives to it only a greater distinctness. 

In Acts iv. 1-2, we read, " And as they " (Peter and 

John) " spake unto the people, the priests, and the 

-captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon 

them, being grieved that they taught the people, and 

preached through Jesus the resurrection FROM the 
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•dead." Like their Master in Luke xx., Peter and 

John advanced their doctrine beyond the fact of a 

genera] resurrection of all, to that of a prior and 

distinctive one of only believers in Christ. In Acts 

xvii. 31, Paul uses the same expression, on Mar's Hill 

a t Athens, in order to set forth the Lord Jesus in all 

His distinctiveness as the Judge, as well as His glory 

as the Saviour, and declares that in both these respects 

•Gfod ". hath given assurance unto all men, in that He 

hath raised Him FROM the dead." Of the listening 

Athenians it says, in verse 32, " When they heard of 

the resurrection of the dead " (i.e. of any resurrection 

whatever), " some mocked," ifcc. Thus similar were 

the philosophic and infidel Athenians to the Jewish 

Sadducees; but how much the guiltier of the two 

were the latter, as possessing the books of Moses. 

We next come to the Epistles. We find this 

doctrine at the outset in Rom. i. 4 ; vi. 4-9. In 

chap. i. 4 Paul gives it as the very basis of all clear

ness and definiteness of " The Gospel of God." He 

says Jesus is in that gospel ' ' declared to be the Son 

of God with power . . . by the resurrection FROM 

the dead." Jesus' third-day resurrection from the grave 

thus distinguished Him from all the other dead amongst 
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whom He lay, as truly as His spotless life and His 

solemn death had previously distinguished Hitn from 

all other living men. In chap. vi. 4-9, the same 

distinctiveness of our Lord's resurrection is used for 

exhortation to us as His saints. "We are there 

reminded, that in our baptism after we believed, we 

set forth our union with Him in death, burial, and 

resurrection ; and the fact that He " was raised up 

FEOM the dead by the glory of the Father," is used to 

urge us to a similarly distinct separation FROM persons 

and things of moral and spiritual death, which are 

around us from day to day. 
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Zhe Jflrst IResurrection. 
In tracing passages on the subject of " resurrection 

FROM the dead;" i.e. a resurrection at Christ's coming 

of none but the saints, we had in our last paper 

reached as far as Rom. vi. 4-9, where the apostle 

brings this truth to bear upon our walk as saints. In 

Eph. v. 14, a similar use is made of it. Paul is there 

seeking to raise the walk of Gentile saints to a 

standard corresponding with that " light in the Lord " 

into which we have been already raised up in Christ, 

out of the former darkness of our unregeneracy. He 

bids us "walk as children of light," and "have no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness; " 

and strengthens his exhortation by quoting the 

" Awake" and " Arise " of Isaiah Hi. 1, and Ix. 1. 

But he adds to these stirring words as follows: 
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" Wherefore He [or i t ; i.e. the Scripture] saith, 

Awake thou that sleepest, and arise FROM the dead 

[or, from among the dead], and Christ shall give thee 

light." Thus he grafts the New Testament fuller 

teaching concerning resurrection, upon the Old 

Testament quotation. And, Oh, what increased light 

would Christ, our resurrection Lord, give us, both in 

our souls and our daily steps, if we arose more, -even 

now, " from among the dead" persons and things 

that are around us ? 

I n Galatians i. 1, Paul declares tha t his apostle-

ship was given him " not of men, neither by man, but 

by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him 

PROM the dead." This wording of his apostolic 

authority was doubtless to help on, even at the outset, 

the great object of the whole Epistle, which was to 

lift himself and his fellow-saints far above the ' ' dead 

works " of a Judaizing ritualism, and out from all 

connection with them. For resurrection " FROM the 

dead " does as truly free us from man's religion as it 

does from man's world, with all its coarser and grosser 

lusts of the flesh. 

Such was Paul's use of this t ruth for instruction 

and exhortation to others. Let us now see how ho 
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used it for his own walk. In Phil. iii. he tells ua 

something of his onward course, and his upward aim, 

as one who had received " the high calling of God in 

Christ Jesus," and who longed for " the prize " which 

that " high calling " puts before all saints. But he 

knew there was one road by which to obtain it, and 

only one ; and that road was such a setting of Christ 

before him, as would cause him to be putting on 

Christ, and putting off self all his days below. In 

verse 8, he calls this " a winning of Christ; " in verse 

9, a being " found in Him ; " in verse 10, " knowing 

of Him, and the power of His resurrection;" and 

then in verse 11, he describes this resurrection of 

Christ and of His saints with Him, "as the resurrection 

of the dead " (or rather " the out-resurrection, that 

FROM the d e a d ; " see Greek). This resurrection of 

Christ his Lord, FROM the dead, shone before Paul's 

view as the guide-star, the sunbeam, and the pattern 

of daily walk for himself and fellow-saints. He 

gazed on it till he so loved it and valued it, that he 

would fain know the fellowship of Christ's sufferings, 

and be even, if necessary, made conformable to His 

death, if " by any means " (that is, at whatever cost), 

he might even here on earth know all the sanctifying 
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and energizing power of the resurrection from among 

the dead. Truly he who had exhorted others on this 

subject in Rom. vi. and Eph. v. did not intend to be 

himself " a castaway" (i.e. one disapproved) in the 

day of Christ. He knew that in that resurrection 

morning of Christ's coming, he and his fellow-saints 

would be found with unsullied affections toward 

God and the Lamb, and unswerving devotion to His 

service for ever. He looked for the first resurrection 

as the means by which he and they would without 

ceasing swell the song of worship, and would as His 

servants, serve Him, and see His face, and have His 

Name in their foreheads. And he longed for these 

blessings now, even on earth below, and in his mortal 

flesh, at any sacrifice. He did not, like others, despise 

" the pleasant land " (see Ps. cvi. 24), but joining in 

one the meanings of Joshua and Caleb's names, he 

believed that God's salvation (Joshua—" Salvation of 

Jehovah ") could give him a present soul-possession of 

it, and with his whole heart (Caleb—"Whole-hearted") 

he set his face at once to attain it. I ts grapes of 

Eschol did not seem to Paul to hang so -high as to be 

out of present reach; but, on the contrary, he ex

pected to have the very giants which stood in the way 
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of his attaining them become only as bread for him 

and for any others also that were like-minded. Nor 

did he think that he " had already attained," or was 

" already perfect" (or perfected; see G.reek). He 

did not count himself " to have apprehended " that 

which was given him of God in Christ Jesus ; for if 

so, he must have already fallen into the carnal blind

ness and error of Hym&nseus and Philetus (2 Tim. ii. 

17), who said that the resurrection was past already, 

and thus overthrew the faith of some. Joshua and 

Caleb did not vainly dream that the bunch of Eschol 

grapes they so one-mindedly, and with one step carried 

on a staff between them, was itself the pleasant land, 

for they knew they had not passed Jordan, and the 

' ' Israel of God " were still in the desert; but those 

cut-down grapes were a blessed earnest of what they 

believed was in reserve for them. So Paul felt his 

present measure of'' resurrection from among the dead " 

to be, as it were— 

" A pledge of sacred joys to come ; 

Anticipation blest 

Of heaven, our everlasting home, 

Of heaven, our place of rest." 

The grapes of Eschol are never mentioned after-
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wards ; for whole hearted Caleb and believing Joshua, 

pressed on for the land they so believed in one day 

subduing and possessing, and made little or nothing 

of having just entered it and cut down a single 

cluster. And thus Paul would have us be " forgetting 

those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 

those things which are before ; " viz., our high call

ing of God in Christ Jesus. " Let us therefore, as 

many as be perfect, be thus minded," he says. (v. 15.) 

" Perfect" we are already in Christ, as to our 

acceptance before God above ; and this becomes our 

power for seeing and humbly owning how infinitesim-

ally small is our present practical attainment, when 

compared with what we are to be when He shall come. 

Surely, then, Phil. iii. is an instructive instance of 

the use a child and servant of God may make of the 

blessed truth of the resurrection PROM the dead. 

Let us now turn to Peter. We have seen him 

using this truth in his testimony at Jerusalem, when, 

with John, he there " preached through Jesus the 

resurrection PROM the dead" (Acts iv. 2). In his 

first Epistle also, he says : " Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesu% Christ, which according to 

His abundant mercy hath begotten us again to a 
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lively (or living) hope, by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ PROM the dead, to an inheritance, &c. (1 Peter 

i. 3-4). I t is thus he would cheer the heavenly 

strangers, scattered byper<!ecution"throughoutPontus, 

Galatia," and other countries. The sufferings of his 

Master are a prominent subject with Peter in this 

Epistle, and the " sufferings of Christ" in us, His 

members also, together with the glories (see Greek) 

which must ere long follow them (1 Peter i. 11). 

And it is now in order to bring these ensuing glories 

very near to their soul's view, and to make them very 

weighty and blessed, that " the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead " is pointed out. This it is, 

which gives such substance and such definite shape to 

the " living hope," to which, says Peter, we have been 

begotten. 

The resurrection morning is given here in its 

wider range; just as throughout the Epistle the death 

of Christ is viewed in its broader, aspect of sufferings 

as well as death. We are spoken of as begotten by 

Christ's resurrection from the dead, not only to the 

sweet, deep joy of being made like Him at His 

coming, but also to then possessing with Him " an 

inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
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fadeth not away." This unfading inheritance is that 

" place" which our Lord went to prepare for us 

(John xiv. 2), for Peter had not forgotten these words 

of his blessed Master. We enter on it at the resur

rection of the just; and Peter therefore very naturally 

says, that " the resurrection of Jesus Christ FROM 

the dead " has begotten us to the living hope of it. In 

his second Epistle (chap.iii. 13) he enlarges this blessed 

prospect of suffering saints to its full magnitude, when 

he says, ' ' We, according to His promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth, where dwelleth righteous

ness ; " but this is not accomplished till more than 

a thousand years later. The nearness of the coming 

glory is therefore the distinctive cheer given us in. his 

first Epistle ; its full eternal magnitude in the second. 

Thus we see the value the apostle Peter also puts 

upon the truth of a, first resurrection—a resurrection 

from among the dead. 

But John was a fellow-labourer with Peter in the 

Jerusalem preaching above referred to. Afld in 

John's subsequent writings we find the same t ruth 

taught us of a prior resurrection of the righteous only. 

Revelation xx. 4-6, is as definite on this subject as any 

Scripture can be. And so familiar had this hope 
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become, that it had acquired a title, and he now speaks 

of it by the apparently well-known name of " The 

first Resurrection," just as the day of Christ's rising 

from the dead was called " The first day of the week." 

" And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given unto them : and I saw the souls 

of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 

and for the Word of God, and which had not wor

shipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 

received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 

hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 

again until the thousand years were finished. This is 

the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 

hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 

second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 

God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 

thousand years." That this Scripture points to a 

resurrection of the bodies of the saints is plain, because 

of its saying '' they lived and REIGNED with Christ," 

which none do except in bodies raised (or changed) 

and glorified (see 1 Cor. xv. 50). That it is the 

resurrection^of ourselves as sleeping (or else living) 

saints at Christ's coming, according to 1 Thess, iv. 16-
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17, that is here meant is also clear, because they are 

spoken of as the " blessed and holy," who are to be 

" priests of God and of Christ," and are to ' ' reign 

with Him a thousand years." I t is therefore 

commensurate in extent with the clause in 1 Cor. 

xv. 23, " They that are Christ's at His coming." This 

vision gives us, therefore, only another view of the 

blessed company who are to be " caught up together 

to meet the Lord in the air," and so shall " ever be? 

with the Lord." And as in Peter's Epistle, so here 

also, this blessed hope stands especially connected 

with present sufferings; for the reigning ones are 

such as had either been beheaded for Jesus, like John, 

the Baptist and the apostle James (Acts xii. 2), or 

else- had in some way or other refused the worship of 

the beast, and suffered for it. Compare also Paul's 

word, ' ' If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him " 

(2 Tim. ii. 12). I t is the prominence here given to 

these sufferings of the waiting saints that causes the 

expression, ' ' I saw the souls of them that were 

beheaded," &c. The word " souls" is equally 

prominent in Peter's first epistle, who was himself ar» 

expectant-martyr (see 1 Peter i. 9-22 ; ii. 11-25 ; iii. 

14 ; iv. 1 9 ; and compare ' ' H i s life shall be unto 
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him for a prey "—Jer. xxi. 9 ; xxxviii. 2). 

Thus clear is the united testimony of our Lord-

Himself and the apostles to the wondrous fact, that all 

the righteous dead up to Christ's coming, are to be 

raised to life and glory without the quickening of a 

single one of the ungodly dead amongst whom they 

now lie. Two other scriptures bearing on this 

subject; viz., John v. 24-29 and 1 Cor. xv., are so 

valuable and important as to require separate 

consideration. 

Meanwhile three lessons are prominently taught 

us by this truth of a resurrection PROM the dead, 

whether as seen in our Lord Himself, or in us His 

waiting saints. 

First. That resurrection will make manifest in a 

moment the distinctness and the separation between 

God's children and those who are not His children ;. 

therefore let this distinction and this divine separation 

be more visible NOW. 

Second. That resurrection will in one moment 

impart and display the full image of sonship to God 

on all whom He has begotten. We shall be " children 

[sons] of God, being the children '[sons] of the 

resurrection " (Luke xx. 36 ;) therefore let more of 
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this sonship character to our God be distinctly seen in 

us NOW. (Compare Matt. v. 44-45). 

Third. That resurrection will place us on 

" thrones " to live and reign " with Christ a thousand 

years," and all will then see us as reigning ones, and 

will feel our power. Therefore, let it be even now 

more known concerning us that we keep our bodies 

under ; and instead of letting " sin reign " in our 

mortal body, let all see that we even NOW yield our 

" members as instruments [or weapons; see Greek] 

of righteousness unto God." In other words, Oh ! 

that we might more manifestly be men of the first 

resurrection, even now. 

?Ak^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

IResurrection unto Subgment 
On this great subject we have thus far citec* 

Scriptures on only " the FIRST resurrection," or that 

from amongst the dead—the blessed event which is to 

take place at our Lord's second coming ; but in JohP 

v. 24-29 we have this, and also the resurrection of tb# 

whole human dead a thousand years later, botb< 

included. For as in a landscape one mountain top o* 

the scenery may lead the eye on to another higher 

and more distant one, so do our Lord's words in th*9 

passage lead us' on from one wonder to another O* 

the resurrection of the dead. 

Indeed, the whole subject of John v. appears to \)e 

the power of the Son of God over mortal flesh, whethtf1* 

alive or dead ; His power to make living mortals he# r 
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His word of gospel quickening, and dead ones His 

••VOICE calling them forth, either to life or damnation. 

In this respect John v. differs from John iii. or iv., 

,and the three chapters taken together, present a 

-threefold view of the ruin of the sinner, and a 

.corresponding threefold view of the salvation of God 

by His eternal Son. 

In John iii. ruined man is seen spiritually dead, 

.and needing to be begotten, and born from above; 

.dead in trespasses and sins^ for he loves the darkness 

rather than the light, because his deeds are evil (see 

John iii. 19)—yet decently and religiously, and even 

amiably dead. For Nicodemus is the instance before us, 

who so enquiringly came to Jesus on his own and 

.others' behalf. (See the words " WE know" in 

John iii. 2, and compare the word " m a n y " in 

_ J o h n ii. 23.) 

In John iv. ruined man is seen in all the activity 

of these trespasses and sins, which break out as foul 

and unceasing streams from that corrupt source, viz., 

B, spiritually dead nature. Hence a woman is given 

.as the case in point rather than a man, a woman 

l>eing the first actual transgressor of our race in Eden's 

^garden. The scene is also at the ' ' sixth hour " of man's 
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active day, instead of " by night," as in John iii. 1, 

•God's eternal Son, too, is intent on her, not she on 

Him ; for He meets her in the midst of her work. 

Her only object at the well was " to draw water." 

And as He recalls in a few w^rds her sinful life, she 

*ould say, ' ' He told me all that ever I did." Since 

all the outcome of sin proceeds from vile thoughts and 

affections within, God's love here takes the form of 

-quenching the restless, guilty " thirst " in the sinner 

fey the gift of His Son, causing in the new-born one 

the up-springing and the outflowing of new and divine 

affections and ways. 

But in John v. man's ruin is seen in the matter of 

bis body ; he is mortal and diseased. The scene is 

laid in Jerusalem—that city, the inhabitant of which 

ought not to have had to say, " I am sick ; " for 

•" Jehovah-Rophecha " (I am Jehovah thy Physician) 

•was the name of her faithful covenant-keeping God ; 

and He would have put none of Egypt'* diseases upon 

her had she but kept His statutes. (See Bxod. xv. 26.) 

But even Jerusalem was, as it were, a lazar-house of 

•" whatsoever disease " could anywhere be found, and 

•close by " the sheep market " of her rain sacrifices, 

there " lay a great multitude of impotent folk," 
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waiting for the healing of a single case, though only 

once a year. What a specimen of man's sinful ruin 

as to his very body ! and man, too, at " bis best 

estate," even among the favoured nation that was 

brought nigh to God by outward ordinances ! How 

true that early word to man and woman as sinners, 

" Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

Verily, " sin hath reigned unto death ; " and there is 

no individual of Adam's race, be he Gentile or Jew, 

whose mortal flesh while on earth does not prove and 

illustrate this solemn truth ; and there is no unsaved 

sinner in whose body it will not be awfully proved 

for ever, in the torments of that lake of fire, which is 

the second death. 

Hence in this chapter God's salvation is seen as 

that utterance of His obedient Son, which, if only the 

sinner's heart believes, when he hears it with his 

mortal ear (see v. 24), or reads it with his mortal eye 

(yv. 40, 47), it will not only beget a new birth and 

new life in his soul, but will, by the VOICE of the Son 

of God," ere long give him eternal life even in his body 

also. Verily, the sinner's is a threefold ruin : but in 

God's gift of His beloved Son the believing sinner 

finds a threefold " great salvation." 
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Let us now consider our Lord's words in this 

fifth chapter a little more closely, and we shall find 

His utterances in Jerusalem on' that earthly and 

Jewish ' ' Sabbath-day " were as full of Netv-creation 

power as the words in Gen. i. 26, " Let us make man 

in our. own image," &c., were mighty of old to give a 

happy birth to this now groaning first creation. 

The words " Verily, verily, " (" Amen, amen," as 

in the original) are uttered three times in the discourse. 

' ' Amen " means what is true \ and eternal truth was 

in all the utterances of the Son of God ; for by Him 

came " Grace and truth " into the world. With the 

first " Verily, verily " (v. 19), we have the perfection 

of the Son's obedience to, and consequent fellowship 

with, the Father, as Isaac was in obedient fellowship 

with Abraham on Mount Moriah. With the second 

" Verily, verily " (v. 24), we have the lips of the same 

obedient and honoured Son, uttering the message of 

eternal life ; or, in other words, the Gospel of God's 

grace, which causes all who believe it to pass 

(spiritually) " from death unto life." And with the> 

. third " Verily, verily " (v. 25) comes our subject of 

the resurrection of the dead ; first of the hearing (o* 

righteous) dead (w. 25-27), and then (a thousand years 
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later) of the whole of the human dead at the day of 

" the great white throne." (See vv. 28, 29). Taken 

together, these three " Verily, verilys" give us, first, 

the subject matter of the gospel; second, its present 

power by its preached message ; and third, its future 

twofold result o fbodily life and glory, to ALL who 

have believed it, and of bodily damnation to all who 

i a v e despised and rejected it. Each "Verily, verily " 

attaches to the whole passage that follows i t ; and 

indeed all through John's Gospel this solemn preface 

of our Lord's words will be found to introduce either 

a new subject, or a new aspect of the same subject. 

And it is important to distinguish between the 

gospel "Verily, verily" of verse 24, and the first 

resurrection ' ' Verily, verily" of verse 25. The 

•wording of the two verses is very different. In verse 

24, it is Jesus' " WORD " that is being heard, whether 

preached by Himself, or by any through whom He 

sends it. In verse 25, it is " the VOICE of the Son of 

God," and it is the " dead " who are said to hear it. 

(Compare 1 Thess, iv. 16). " The Lord Himself shall 

descend from heaven with a SHOUT . . . . and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first." In verse 24, no 

distinction of " hour " (or dispensation) is made, for 
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the Gospel is the same on to the end ; but in verse $5 

there is a distinct " hour." " The hour is coming, and 

now is, " points to the shouting into life of the 

righteous dead as an event belonging to the present 

period of waiting saints ; the last sands of the hour

glass of this age will witness it—the age of which 

Jesus could say, it " now is ; " for His advent was its 

Alpha, and our being caught up by His mighty shout 

will be its Omega. And its being a resurrection of 

only some of " the dead " is pointed to when He says, 

' 'And they that hear shall l ive; " i.e. only such as 

*K<y:ft in. their lifetime whaA Gad c;<mate.to he ' ' heaxecS-," 

viz., believers. ' ' The rest of the dead lived not 

again until the thousand years were finished" (Rev. %x. 

5). Lying in their unblessed, unhallowed graves, 

they will not respond to that " shout" of joy and love; 

for in their lifetime they never responded to the 

message of love to their souls. Thus plainly does 

verse 25, answer in every respect to other Scriptures 

on the subject of the first resurrection. In verse 

26, all the mighty power put forth, is declared to be 

the Father's gift to the Son, on the ground, of course, 

of His obedience unto death. I t is as Himself a 

Risen One from the dead, that Jesus has this res^r-
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rection power. Prom other Scriptures (e.g. 1 Thess, 
v. 3 ; 2 Thess, i. 8, &o.) we know that after the 
" VOICE " of the Lord Jesus has manifested its resur
rection power on His saints, His execution of judgment 
upon the living rejectors of God's gospel will follow ; 
hence our Lord adds, in verse 27, " And hath given 
Him authority to execute judgment also, because He 
is the Son of Man." 



CHAPTKR V. 

£be (Breat TKRbite ftbrone. 

But this is not all. In verse 28, another declar

ation is made of this same resurrection power of the 

Son of God over mortal flesh, and a much larger one. 

" Marvel not at this," says our Lord : " for the hour 

is coming, in the which, ALL that are in the graves 

shall hear His voice, and shall come forth ; they that 

have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 

they that have done evil, unto the resurrection; of 

damnation." This can be none other, than the day of 

" the great white throne "—a day of larger display of 

power over the dead than was " the first resurrection," 

because it will include, not only such righteous dead 

as shall have died during the thousand years' reign 
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of Christ (see Isa. lxv. 20), but also all the ungodly 

dead of the entire human race, from guilty Cain 

downward, Hence the emphatic word, " A L L that 

are in the graves," in contrast with only some from 

among the dead (viz., the righteous, or the hearing 

ones) in verse 25. The word ' ' voice " also in verse 

28, links itself with " voice of the Son of God " in 

verse 25, both these resurrection acts of Jesus, being 

by the power of the same omnipotent " shout," 

though they be a thousand years apart in point of 

time, even as the fountain yet to be opened for Israel's 

sin and uncleanness (Zech. xiii. 1), is by virtue of 

that same bitter cry, " My God, my God, why hast 

Thou forsaken Me ? " which has already opened it for 

us. 

Verse 29, would therefore show the day of " the 

great white throne " to be a resurrection scene of both 

righteous and wicked, and in this our Lord's words 

agree with the vision He gave to John of that day in 

Revelation xx. 11-15. In that vision, no sooner had 

creation—its sea and its dry land—given up ALL its 

then existing dead ones of Adam's race, than " the 

book of life " is opened, and whosoever.amongst that 

vast multitude ' ' was not found written in the book 
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of life was cast into the lake of fire ; " for only the 

works of such as had had eternal life in them were 

found to be precious before God, or able to abide in 

.the presence of that great white throne ; just as now 

also, only such works as are the fruit of life and grace 

divine in us, are acceptable to God. See Ephesians 

ii. 10 : ' ' Created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should walk 

in them." The works of all the rest, however moral, 

amiable, or religious; could but condemn them before 

God's white throne. 

Mark too the similar wording in both passages of 

the test applied. In Rev. xx. 12, " The dead were 

judged . . . according to their works ; " and in John 

v. 29, the saints who come forth to " the resurrection 

of life " are described as " they that have done good," 

and the unbelieving, who are cast into the lake of fire, 

as ' ' they that have done evil." 

Compare also Paul's words as to " the righteous 

judgment of God " in Romans ii. 5-8, where ALL 

saved ones are spoken of as those " who by patient 

continuance in well-doing seek for glory, honour, and 

immortality," and have " eternal life " as the blessed 

xesult; and the unsaved, as those who "are contentious, 
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and do not obey the truth." In the case of the heirs of 

" eternal life," we know from other Scriptures that 

their well-doing " really was, first, their obeying the 

Gospel, and then all the other obedience which this 

grace of God wrought in them. While in the case of all 

those who perish, we know that " the truth " which 

they did not obey, and against which they were 

" contentious," was the grand gospel truth that man 

is guilty, but God is good, and has made a rich 

provision for a guilty world ; and being "contentious " 

against this, all else in their lives is only rebellion 

also. Thus variously in different Scriptures, does 

God's "Word describe for us those two great classes of 

all mankind—the saved and the lost. 

I t follows, then, that the final resurrection of the 

dead is one of both just and unjust. With this fully 

agrees the description given by the prophets of the 

Israel nation during the thousand years' reign of 

Christ ; for all their accounts of that nation's 

millennial blessing still make room for DEATH in their 

midst, righteous though they all will be, and all of 

them children of God. Whether young or old, 

whether early in the thousand years age, or later on 

in it, that nation will all of them be a people " for-
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given their iniquity " (Isa. xxxiii. 24), and all of them 

made spiritually to know the Lord (Jer. xxxi. 34). 

They will be free from sickness, and have their lives 

of an Adatn-like length—so much so, tha t at a 

hundred years old any one among them will be 

regarded as still " a child ; " but if he sins openly 

against the Son of God, who reigns amongst them, he 

will be cut off. Such seems to be the meaning of 

Isaiah lxv. 19-20 : " And I will rejoice in Jerusalem 

and joy in My people : and the voice of weeping shall 

be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 

There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 

an old man that hath not filled his days : for the 

child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner 

being an hundred years old shall be accursed." Add 

to this that Christ's reigning age is to be a day of 

such vast spiritual blessing to earth's Gentile nations 

that Paul speaks of it as " life from the dead" to them 

(see Rom. xi. 15) ; and that no such millennial length 

of life is foretold of any of these multitudes of 

believers in Jesus, except among the Israel nation, 

and we at once see' how many, many names of the 

millennial dead will be found " written in the book 

of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
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world " (Rev. xiii. 8), and how truly the last resur

rection will therefore be a simultaneous one of both 

righteous and wicked ! 

These are wonders indeed of the power of the 

risen Son of God over the mortal flesh of all Adam's, 

race ; and if they challenge and even stagger our faith, 

it is only that it may be rooted the deeper (as the 

wind roots the trees more firmly), in all the Word of 

our God ; and in the double " Amen, amen " of our 

Lord's lips. " The God of Amen " will be Jehovah^ 

new name, to be uttered and delighted in by His-

blood-washed, grace-saved, millennial saints all 

through that age. (See Isa. lxv. 16, where the 

words " t h e God of truth " should be " t h e God of 

Amen.") Let that " God of Amen," the " God tha t 

cannot lie," be our stay and our trust for the 

fulfilment of all His Word in this more privileged, but 

more difficult time of being God's fore-trusters. (See 

Eph. i. 12). But if we are to fulfil this our high 

character of fore-trusters (rather fore-hopers) we must 

diligently " Search the Sr.riptures," and give heed to-

all that God testifies therein. (See John v. 30-47). 

Be it so. Amen. 


