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FOREWORD 

THIS does not profess to be a book of prophecies 
or of date-fixings-we have had too many of 
such, which have only served to discredit the 
whole subject-but of studies of the prophetic 
word. It needs, however, no prophetic gift to 
be aware that we are living in critical times---=-in 
the last days in fact. When a world conference 
representing sixty nations can come together to 
seek to avert, as has been openly expressed, 
universal bankruptcy, to be followed by universal 
revolution and the break-up of civilization, it is 
useless to deny that the days are momentous. 
It is for sp.ch crises that the prophetic word was 
given, through " holy men of God, who spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.'' That 
was to be a light as of a lamp shining in a dark 
place, and to this lamp we do well that we take 
heed (2 Pet. i. 19-21). The Lord would not 
have consecrated such wide areas of His word to 
prophecy did He not attach great importance to 
it for His own glory and the edification and 

· com£ ort of His people. It is true that the
Church is not the central theme of prophecy,
certainly not of Old Testament prophecy, but
none the less it interests us, because it interests
our Lord, for in it He has been pleased to reveal
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FOREWORD 

the development of His purposes and glory, and 
above all His glorious Person, as the Coming One, 
for the " Testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.'' The prophecy which concerns the 
Church directly is the Mystery revealed through 
Paul in I Cor. xv. and I Thess. iv., the raising of 
the dead saints and the changing of the living, 
and their rapture together to meet the Lord in 
the air and be for ever with Him. " May we all 
be found of Him in peace without spot and 
blameless ! '' We are thankful for the large 
measure of unity of thought pervading these 
papers. Where there may be slight divergencies, 
ec\ch writer is alone responsible. We feel that 
such a testimony is needed for the difficult times 
in which we live. May the Lord bless this effort 
to many readers, and bring glory to His Name 
out of it! 

W. HOSTE.

R. M'ELHERAN.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
LORD'S RETURN AS SET FORTH IN 
THE GOSPELS AND IN THE EPISTLES 

BY W. E. VINE, M.A. 

IN considering any subject contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, regard must be had to the 
progressive character of the unfolding of the 
truth; in other words, to the development of 
any particular doctrine at different times and 
through different human instruments. The 
Word of God is so constructed that the revela
tion of the mind of the Lord concerning any 
particular truth is not completely given in any 
one passage. The voluine is so framed that the 
treasures it contains are opened only to the 
reverent and diligent contemplation of the 
entire Book. There is perfect unity ru;id com
pleteness of design throughout the volume and 
in its various subjects; but it is a unity expressed 
in variety, and it is the part of the careful 
inquirer to recognize the successive and cumu
lative contributions Divinely imparted regarding 
any subject, and their order and relationship. 

The revelation of the mind of God on any 
doctrine is progressive, and not only so, but the 
parts are interrupted either by the narration of 
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historical fact (such narration always having as 
its design not merely the recording of fact, but 
the impartation of spiritual truth), or by other 
subject-matter contingent upon the special mes
sages of any book, and the objects for which it 
is written. 

Again, in the matter of predictive prophecy, 
it is important to bear in mind that matters 
which appear as if they would synchronize will 
be found on closer examination to be distinct in 
point of time, just as when to the eye of a 
traveller, viewing distant movntain ranges, what 
seems like a continuous series of heights is 
found, on approaching nearer, to consist of 
distinct mountain ranges, interspersed by deep 
valleys. So it is with the special subject before 
us. The Scriptures which- speak of the Lord's 
Return make a clear differentiation between 
matters relating to the Church, the Body of 
Christ, which is heavenly in its constitution, 
character and destiny, and matters relative to 
the restoration of the nation of Israel to the 
Divine favour, the inauguration of the earthly 
Kingdom which is assured to them under the 
reign of their coming Messiah, and the estab
lishment of Jerusalem, the earthly centre and 
seat of His Kingdom. 

Broadly speaking, what is set forth on the 
subject in the Synoptic Gospels relates to the 
latter of the two just mentioned, the earthly, 
while what is set forth in the Epistles relates to 
the former, the heavenly. The teaching im-
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parted by the Lord to His disciples, as recorded 
in the first three Gospels, on the subject of His 
Second Coming, had to do particularly with 
matters relating to the Jewish nation, whether 
the teaching was given in parabolic form or by 
way of plain predictive statement. We are 
speaking simply of the Second Advent and not 
of matters relating to the Church in general. 1

It was not until the discourse given in the upper 
room on the night of His betrayal that the Lord 
began to disclose to His followers the fact that 
He would co:rne again and receive them to 
Himself, a promise the details of which, in regard 
to the Rapture and contingent circumstances in 
heaven, were to be given later in the Epistles. 
That discourse is not given in the Synoptic 
Gospels; it is confined to the Gospel of John. 

His disciples were, during His public and earlier 
testimony, as recorded in the Syn9ptic Gospels, 
clearly regarded as a godly remnant of the nation, 
a remnant which will find its counterpart in the 
nation's earthly circumstances at the end of this 
age. Such indeed they were representatively. 
In the only passage in the Synoptists in which 
the Church is mentioned, namely, in Matt. xvi. 16, 
He spoke of the future," I will build My Church." 
Later, however, as recorded in the latter part of 
the Gospel of John, they were drawn into a 
closer identification with Himself, and ,vere 

1 The Second Advent (His Advent is His coming to the earth) 
is to be distinguished from His coming, previously, to receive His 
saints to Himself. 
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viewed as representing the Church which was 
shortly to be formed. 

A point of great significance in the differentia
tion is the frequent and characteristic use by the 
Lord of His title " The Son of Man," in passages =·
in the Gospels relating to His Second Advent, 
for the overthrow of the foes of God and the 
setting up of the Kingdom, and, on the other 
hand, the complete absence of that title in the 
Epistles in passages dealing with the Church, 
with the Lord's coming to receive His saints to 
Himself and with the Judgment-Seat of Christ 
before which they are to stand. 

Thus, in explaining the parable of the tares of 
the field, the Lord says, "As therefore the tares 
are gathered up and burned ,vith fire; so shall 
it be in the end of the world. The Son of Man 
shall send forth His angels, and they shall 
gather out of His Kingdom all things that cause 
stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall 
cast them in to the furnace of fire : there shall be 
the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the King
dom of their Father " (Matt. xiii. 40-43). 

It is as the Son of Man that He will come in 
the glory of His Father with His angels (Matt. 
xvi. 27). That this is at the time of His Second
Advent in manifested glory is made clear, for
instance, from 2 Thess. i. 7, 8 ; cp. Mark viii. 38 ;
Luke ix. 26.

As the Son of Man He will sit on the Throne of 
His glory in His millennial reign (Matt. xix. 28). 
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Again, He says that, after the Tribulation, when 
the light of the moon fails, and the stars fall 
from the heavens, and the powers of the heavens 
are shaken,'' then shall appear the sign of the Son

of Man in heaven (a subjective phrase, He will 
Himself be the sign): and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory (xxiv. 29, 30). Further, 
"as were the days of Noah, so shall be the 
Coming of the Son of Man" (verse 37, repeated 
in verse 39). Cp. verse 44; Mark xiii. 26, 34 ; 
Luke xii. 40 ; xvii. 24, 26, 30 ; xviii. 8 ; xxi. 27,

36. 
Now, while He is spoken of as the Son of Man 

in His present position in heaven, Acts vii. 56 ; 
Rev. i. 13 ; xiv. 14 (for it is a fundamental truth 
that He combines in His Person both Deity and 
Humanity, and the title has a ·far wider sig
nificance than His Messiahship, for all God's 
purposes in man will be fulfilled in Him who is 
the Second Man, Dan. vii. 13, 14; Rev. i. 13;

Heb. ii. 6), yet that title is not used of the Lord 
in the Epistles. In these, in connection both 
with the Rapture and His Second Advent, His 
other titles are used. See, e.g., the various 
titles in r Cor. xv. ; Phil. iiL 20; 1 and 2 Thess.; 
and 1 John. 

It seems clear, therefore, that eschatologically 
the title "Son of Man" has reference more 
especially to the Second Advent; that is, to His 
appearance to set up His Messianic kingdom, 
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THE LORD'S RETURN IN GRACE AND GLORY 

while the other titles of the Lord are reserved 
for matters relating to the Rapture and the 
presence or Parousia of Christ with the saints of 
the Church. 

The Epistles to the Thessalonians were 
amongst the earliest which the apostle Paul 
wrote to churches, and there this subject 
receives an abundant unfolding. He reminds 
the church at Thessalonica how he had taught 
them " to wait for His (God's) Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivereth us from the wrath to come'' 
(i. 10). Here at once an important truth is 
made known in regard to the return of Christ to 
receive the Church to Himself. He is coming as 

"our Deliverer from the coming wrath." That 
is how the original more literally reads. The 
construction of the phrase, "which delivereth 
us," is virtually a title, " our Deliverer," and 
'' the wrath to come" signifies those calamities 
with which the world is to be visited by God 
when the present period of grace has been 
terminated. 

In the latter part of the fourth chapter, special 
details are given as to the Rapture, and how 
those who have fallen asleep, and those who are 
alive at the time, will be caught up in ·one 
company " in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air.'' We are assured in verse r4 that the 
resurrection of those who have fallen asleep and 
their gathering with the living will be brought 
about" through Jesus" (not" in Jesus"). The 
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word is dia, which never means " in," and 
should have been rendered '' through '' or '' by 
means of'' in this clause. The whole passage is 
a confirmation of this, for it shows how the Lord 
Jesus is going to bring it about. 

The subject of the resurrection of the saints is 
still more fully dealt with in I Cor. xv., the 
details of which fit harmoniously with what is 
given in I Thessalonians. 

There are three other passages in this Epistle 
in which the Coming of the Lord for His saints 
and their consequent presence with Him are 
referred to. At the close of the second chapter 
the apostle tells his readers that they are his 
'' hope and joy and crown of glorying, before the 
Lord Jesus at His coming." 

Now, while the same word is used in Matt. 
xxiv. 3; xxvii. 37, 39, with reference to the
Second Advent, its use there must be dis
tinguished from that in the Epistles. In that
Gospel it refers to the coming of Christ to the
earth and His presence here for the overthrow of
the foes of God and the establishment of His
Kingdom.

At the close of the second chapter of this 
Epistle, the apostle is rejoicing in the prospect of 
his union with the saints at Thessalonica in 
the Parousia of Christ, not merely at His 
coming at the time of the Rapture, but in 
the Parousia which follows. So again, at the 
close of chapter iii., he prays that their hearts 
may �e established so that they may be found 
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" unblameable in holiness before our God and 
Father in the Parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all His saints." That verse does not 
refer to His manifested glory with His people 
and with the angels at the Second Advent, when 
He comes in flaming fire, as mentioned in 
2 Thess. i. ro, but to His Parousia with His 
saints at the time of the Judgment-seat after 
their Rapture. It is then that the apostle 
desires that they may be found unblameable in 
holiness. So, at the end of the Epistle, he prays 
that the God of peace Himself may sanctify 
them wholly and that their spirit and soul and 
body may be" preserved entire, without blame" 
in the Parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This aspect of the Parousia is not ref erred to 
in the Synoptic Gospels. It is mentioned by the 
apostle John in his first Epistle (ii. 28) in the 
same connection as that referred· to in r Thessa
lonians. John desires that his readers may 
abide in Christ, so that when He shall be mani
fested ." we may have boldness, and ·not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming." 

Noticeable in the Epistles are the time 
expressions used with reference to the Parousia, 
which is introduced by the Rapture and during 
which the Lord will be present with His saints, 
before His return to set up the Kingdom on 
earth. With the Parousia the following phrases 
are associated : " the Day of Christ " (Phil. i. ro ; 
ii. 16), "the Day of the Lord Jesus" (r Cor. v. 5;
2 Cor. i. 14)," the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ"

20 
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(r Cor. i. 8). A comparison with I Thess. ii. ro 
and iii. r3, e.g., shows that not only are the 
thought and the language similar, but that the 
time ref erred to is the same. None of these 
expressions occur in the Gospels. 

In contradistinction to the phrases of time 
just mentioned, the expression "the day of the 
Lord '' is used of circumstances connected with 
the return of the Lord to the earth and the 
establishment of the Messianic Kingdom. The 
imminence of this period is to be marked by 
signs. It is .a period ushered in by judgment. 
Unlike the other, phrases the circumstances 
connected with it as mentioned in the Epistles 
are clearly referred to in the Synoptic Gospels. 
There the period of the Day of the Lord is 
spoken of as " the Day when the Son of Man is 
revealed" (Luke xvi�. 30). That day was 
clearly in the mind of the Lord when He spoke 
of the future of the nation of Israel (see Matt. 
xxiv. 30 ; xxv. 31 ; Mark xiii. r4-27 ; Luke
xxi. 34).

There is one passage in the Epistles in which
the Revised Version rightly gives, according to 
manuscript evidence, the phrase " the day of 
the Lord" instead of "the day of Christ." 
There had been considerable confusion in the 
minds of the saints in Thessalonica concerning 
this matter, and they were under the impression 
that the Day of the Lord with its accompanying 
judgments had already begun. This the apostle 
writes to correct, and shows that the Parousia 
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and the Day of the Lord are distinct periods, 
and that the latter would not come until certain 
events had taken place (2 Thess. ii. I, 2). No 
such circumstances are foretold as destined to 
precede the Rapture and the Parousia which it 
introduces. 

A comparison of the Synoptic Gospels with 
the Epistles shows, then, that the circumstances 
relating to the Coming of Christ to receive the 
Church to Himself and the Parousia of His 
saints with Him, were matters designed to be 
communicated specifically and directly to the 
churches (thes� communications, as set forth in 
the Epistles, are in keeping with those conveyed 
by the Lord Himself to His disciples privately 
in the upper room and again privately on the 
day of His ascension). From the Synoptic 
Gospels the mention of these circumstances is 
entirely absent.· There the predictions relate to 
the Second Advent, and have to do with matters 
connected with the restoration of God's earthly 
people, their deliverance by Christ as their 
Messiah, and their appointed earthly des�iny. 
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THE PROMISE AND CERTAINTY OF HIS 

COMING 

BY WM. RODGERS 

"WHERE is the promise of !f is (the Lord's) 
coming?" is the question attributed to the last 
day scoffers of 2 Pet. iii. From the context it 
seems clear that what they mean is, What signs 
are there that this promise will ever be fulfilled? 
But let us take their question literally, and 
endeavour to reply to it not by looking for 
external tokens, the real significance of which 
might be doubted, but by turning to the Word 
of Truth itself, and searching for the promise 
there. 

In doing so we will for the moment ignore 
passages concerning which doubt might also be 
entertained as to whether they refer to the 
Coming or to something else, even though to the 
Spirit-taught mind they may be plain enough. 
We shall endeavour to bring forward only those 
in connection with which any questioning as to 
their application is altogether unreasonable; 
and of such the chief are, perhaps, John xiv. 1-3; 
1 Thess. iv. 13-18; Heb. x. 35-37; and Rev. 
xxii. 7, 12, 20. In all of these the promise is
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given clearly and distinctly, in the first and last 
of them by our Lord Himself, and in the inter
vening two by His inspired apostle. 

As we read them, we may notice that there is 
in each case a contextual reason for the intro
duction of the promise. In that respect the 
Word of God is very different from books of 
'' Systematic Theology,'' or '' Confessions of 
Faith," or " Articles of Religion." All these 
have their doctrines set out in what their authors 
conceive to be a regular order, one after the other, 
like plates on a kitchen sideboard. If they bring 
in the Coming of the Lord at all, which is seldom 
the case, it is neatly placed at or near the end of 
the row. But in the Scriptures, even the grandest 
and most important of truths are introduced 
without any formality in the midst of exhorta
tions, or of messages of comfort or warning. 
Seldom, too, is it that they are dealt with 
exhaustively in any one passage, but we must 
glean a little here and a little there as we search 
our Bibles, that by putting all together we may 
obtain with a measure of fullness the mind of 
God with regard to the doctrine in question. 
This is just as it should be, for God's Book is 
not a college textbook, nor are its doctrines 
given to fill our heads with knowledge, but to 
reach and to establish our hearts. 

In John xiv. the promise is brought in to 
encourage the disciples in view of the fact that 
Jesus was going away from them. In I Thess. 
iv. it is similarly introduced to comfort those
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whose Christian friends had been taken from 
'them by death. In Heb. x. it is set forth as an 

· inducement to patient continuance in their
testimony for God. And in Rev. xxii it forms
our Lord's thrice-repeated closing message to
His own.

In keeping with these differences of connection,
and in consequence of them, varying aspects of
the promise are emphasized in each passage. In
John xiv. it. is pointed out that His coming is  to
receive them unto Himself, that where He is there
they may be also. In I Thess. iv. the fact is
stressed that they will then be reunited to their
" dead in Christ." Heb. x. brings into promin
ence that it is only for" a little while" they have
to wait, and that He "will not tarry." Lastly, 
Rev. xxii. introduces in turn the Blessing at His 
coming (v. 7), the Reward at His coming (v. 
12), and finally Himself (v. 20). 

All these aspects of His "exceeding great and 
precious '' promise are most important, yet, after 
all, they are but a few of the many ways in which 
it is presented to us in the Scriptures, with the 
object of stirring our hearts in expectation and 
exercising our consciences in view of it. 

As to the certainty of His coming there can, of 
course, be no doubt in the minds of those who 
bow to and believe His Word, but it is a remark
able fact that more emphasis is thrown into the 
statements made in connection with this truth 
than is the case with almost any other contained 
in God's Book. It is as though He has provided 
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beforehand against all doubts and cavils re
garding it. 

Let us, for example, notice how true this is of 
the four great passages upon which we have been 
dwelling. 

In John xiv. the Lord begins with "If I go 
away I will come," thus asserting that the one 
fact was as certain as the other. Has He gone 
away ? He surely has. Then He will just as 
certainly come again. Notice, too, how it is in 
the same connection that we have the twice
repeated " Believe ... believe," of v. r, as well 
as the "If it were not so I would have told you " 
of V. 2. 

In r Thess. iv. the apostle starts off somewhat 
similarly with an " if " and a " believe." He 
says, " If we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again," thus making the coming and the re
unions with our saved dead as sure as the very 
Gospel testimony upon which all our redemption 
is based. 

Turning to Heb. x., what could be more 
emphatic than the manner in which the Promise. 
is here stated, " He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry." And here, too, the oft
quoted and important statement, " The just 
shall live by faith," is immediately appended, as 
if to say that the promise is a part of the very 
faith by which we live. 

Lastly, in the end of the Revelation, where we 
have the threefold "I come quickly," we have 
also, in connection with these and other pro-
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phecies of the future therein contained, a three
fold affirmation of their truth:-

'' These are the true sayings of God '' ( xix. 9). 
"These words are true and faithful" (xxi. 5). 
"These sayings are faithful and true" (xxii. 6). 

And as though to crown all, and leave no shadow 
of doubt, the final repetition of the promise is 
" Surely, I come quickly." 

Faced with all this, we may well, with our. 
brother Peter, tell the scoffers that " The Lord 
is not slack concerning His promise," and pray, 
\vith our brother John, "Amen: even so, come
Lord Jesus." 

I am looking for the coming 
Of the Lord who died for me. 

Oh, His words have thrilled my spirit, 
'' I will come again for thee.'' 

I can almost hear His footfall 
On the threshold of the door ; 

And my heart, my heart is longing 
To be with Him evermore. 



THE IMMINENCE OF HIS COMING 

BY JAMES F. SPINK 
(Editor of Light and Liberty, Chicago) 

THE crowning event of the present age is at hand. 
That event that the saints have waited for, 
prayed for, and longed for since the early days 
of the Church. '' The Coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." Its glorious shadow is already 
upon us and the words of prophecy and the facts 
of history indicate that the long-looked-for 
advent hour is about to strike. We are living on 
the eve of tremendous events and are seeing 
prophecy fulfilled before our very eyes. No 
event is more cer-tain in the light of inspired 
Scripture than the literal, visible, bodily, return 
of Christ. Soon, soon, the Lord will come again. 
How this hope ravishes the heart, quickens the 
pulse and floods the soul with joy. Soon to see 
Him " face to face." What a glorious prospect I 

The last words of loved ones are rightly prized 
as sacred, precious and never to be forgotten. 
Words of love seem to possess a double sweetness 
and promises a double certainty. The last 
message from our Risen Lord is found in Rev. 
xxii. 20. "Surely, I come quickly." The Canon
of Scripture closes with this comforting assurance
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respecting His oft-repeated promise to ret:urn. 
At some moment, undefined by dates and exter
nal signs, the Church will be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air. This doctrine has been 
brought into disrepute by setting times for the 
Coming of Christ. The Scripture says, " Of that 
day and hour knoweth no man" (Mark xiii. 32); 
the deepest student, the ablest chronologist, 
knows not when He will come, and all those that 
have fixed dates for this glorious event have 
joined the list of false prophets. We know, on 
the infallible authority of the Word of God, that 
He will come quickly, suddenly and soon, for 
He says, "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev. 
xxii. 7). With God there is no delay, no un
certainty, no hesitancy, but there is the waiting
of the fit time, and we must remember that God
is " long-suffering, not willing that any should
perish.'' To the Church the tin1e seems long,
but to Go<l the time is .short, for two thousand
years are but as two days in His sight (2 Pet.
iii. 8). " Yet a little while "-a little time-how
short ! and the Coming One will come and will
not tarry.

Our blessed Lord may be expected daily ; we 
are told to " watch." It will be agreed that the 
word" imminent" does not mean" immediate." 
Confusion of these ideas have caused a good deal 
of misunderstanding among some writers who 
have asserted that Paul was mistaken when he 
used such a phrase as '' we which are alive and 
remain" (r Thess. iv. 17). Paul believed that 
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the Lord might return in his lifetime; he never 
taught that He would. This has been the normal 
attitude of. the Church. Imminence as related 
to our Lord's return indicates unce_rtainty as to 
time, but possibility of nearness; thus we should 
be on the tiptoe of expectancy. "Perhaps 
to-day." 

The darkest hour precedes the dawn, but God 
has given His people a light, for we read, "We 
have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed in your 
hearts, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, -qntil the day dawn, and the day star 
arise " (2 Luke i. 19). A godly brother once 
wrote," 0 dim eyes that cannot see the growing 
signs of His Second Advent ! 0 deaf ears that 
cannot catch the sound of His chariot wheels! 
Even now the dawn of that day lies white upon 
the mountain tops." Quickly shall the morning 
star arise, and quickly shall He disappear 
{I Cor. xv. 23). All those that belong to Christ 
will be caught up, for the Scripture clearly 
teaches _that it is not devotedness or intelligence 
or service that secures our translation, but living 
association with Christ by His spirit and through 
His own precious blood 

LOOK AT THE CHRISTIAN 

While we do not look for signs in connection 
with the Lord's return for His people, it is quite 
permissible to look at them. Be£ ore the First 
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Advent of Christ there were a number of saints 
living in expectation of that event, such as 
Simeon and Anna, and they were not dis
appointed. Simeon had a revelation that he 
would not see death until he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. He saw Jesus and Blessed God, desiring 
to depart in peace (Luke ii. 25-35). To-day 
there is a great multitude of saints scattered 
throughout the world who seem to have a divine 
intuition that the Lord's coming is imminent! 
This impression is deepening and spreading and 
is growing in volume and strength, and from 
pulpit, platform and press the cry is going forth, 
" Behold, the Bridegroom cometh." Conven
tions and conferences are taking up the theme, 
and in the hearts of the saints there is a great 
yearning for the Lord Himself to come, for He 
has won our hearts. Saints, servants, suffering, 
sorrowing, are fixing their gaze upon His return 
and are praying "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 
Are we deluded? Are we being hoaxed? No, 
never l All this points to the Coming of the 
Saviour. 

LOOK AT THE JEWS 

Many of the signs which vvill fill the godly 
Jewish remnant with hope after the rapture 
are in the process of formation. Read Jer. 
xvi. 14-17, but note verse 16, which reads,
" Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the
Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I
send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them
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from every mountain, and from every hill, and 
out of the holes of the rocks.'' This is in actual 
operation now. There are fishers, fishing th�m 
into their own land ; many inducements for 
them to return; no economical distress there, 
prosperity for a season is upon the land and the 
people. There is work for all. Then the hunters 
are very manifest. The nations are tiring of the 
Jews. A wave of anti-Semitism is sweeping the 
world, and the Jews are generally not wanted, 
and so many have been hunted out of some 
countries where they had found a refuge for 
years. Many are thus driven into Palestine, and 
they are rushing in as fast as the land can 
receive them, and the authorities will let them. 
They are thus providentially being fished into 
the land, and hunted out of other lands back to 
their own, and all this to prepare them to under
go Jacob's trouble, spoken of in Daniel xii. 1 as 
a'' time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation." ·God struck a great blow on 
behalf of His ancient people when, in December 
1917, Palestine was taken from the grasp of the 
Turk after over 1200 years of misrule and 
oppression, and students of prophecy recognized 
that the hour had come when God was opening 
the way for the fulfilment of many prophecies of 
His own Word. It seems that when the nations 
had done something for the Jew that God allowed 
the war to stop. The Jews have never lost sight 
of the fact that Palestine is theirs according to 
the promise made to Abraham, and they have a 
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passionate longing and love for the land of their 
fathers, and now they are going back in unbelief, 
and soon the Temple and the daily sacrifices will 
all become facts. 

LOOK AT THE WORLD 

Great and grave events are taking place around 
us. Nations are breaking up. Lawlessness is 
abounding ; crime is increasing, and the world 
seems to have lost its moral standard and true 
conception of social relationships. Man is trying 
to do without God, and what a hopeless muddle 
he has made of things. Look at this unpre
cedented depression-the unemployment-the 
appalling misery-the broken fortunes-the 
glaring number of suicides! No wonder that 
some statesmen have become pessimistic and 
preach and practise the doctrine of despair. 
"Men's hearts failing them for fear" is true 
to-day. Our rulers have no remedy for the 
ser:ious problems and changing conditions in the 
social, political, economic world, and they only 
demonstrate their powerlessness by the failure 
of the many schemes they devise to bring about 
the world's betterment. The present world 
crisis is not an accident, and the shadow of an 
immense catastrophe hangs over the whole scene. 
The world seems to have lost its reason, and is 
rushing on blindly, helplessly and hopelessly to 
destruction. There is no hope for the world 
while Satan continues to sway his leaden sceptre 
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over the whole earth. May God hasten the day 
when the Prince of Peace shall come and reign
as Prince of the kings of the earth. 

LOOK AT THE PROFESSING CHURCH 

The apostasy long foretold in the Scriptures 
is now arriving with gigantic strides and swelling 
the flood of modernism and worldliness which is 
swamping the Christian profession. Modernism 
is becoming bolder, and, like Judas, is betraying 
the Living Word and denying the Written Word. 
Some lie in ambush, and while professing allegi
ance to that Word, they secretly attack it and 
undermine its authority. The professing Church 
contains many who are apostates and many 
teachers of fundamental error. Some attack the 
foundations and others entirely ignore them, 
but they all are so much in evidence to-day 
that if the saints were to be suddenly removed, 
that whiGh would be left would soon become a 
mass of religious corruption. The Salt having 
gone, the Seducers will have things their own 
way, and the apostasy will reach its height out 
of which the Anti-Christ will be developed and 
manifested. " The mystery of iniquity doth 
already work," and only awaits its head. It is 
evident that we are living in the closing days of 
Church history, for all points to the imminent 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone can 
solve all the problems and settle all the diffi
culties. While it is true that God's purposes 
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concerning the c;hurch are most distinct from His 
purposes concerning Israel and the nations, yet 
the tremendous happening among the last two 
is a finger-post to the first. It is felt that there 
is no hope for the Church save in the immediate 
return of Christ. How soon it may be a precious 
reality; that we shall see His face, hear His 
voice and then to be for ever with Him and like 
Him. 

Lord Jesus ! Speed that moment. 
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WAITING AND WATCHING FOR HIS 
COMING 

BY HENRY HITCHMAN, Exeter 

(Author of Scriptural Principles of the Christian Assembly) 

THREE of the greatest facts relative to the 
Person and work of our Lord.Jesus Christ are 
(I) He died for our sins ; ( 2) He was raised again
from the dead and is now exalted at the right
hand of God ; (3) He is coming again in Power
and great Glory.

The Holy Scriptur:es present His Second 
Coming in two parts. (r) As the bright and 
morning star in relation to the Church (Rev. 
xx. 16) ; (2) As the Sun of Righteousness in
connection with Israel (Mal. iv. 2). To the one
His coming is the Blessed Hope, which precedes
the Father's house of man.y mansions, and to
the other the long-looked-for deliverance from
all their enemies and sorrows, preparatory to
the reign of righteousness under their rightful
King (Isaiah xxxii. 1).

The rejection of the Messiah led to the casting 
off of the Jewish nation during this present 
dispensation (Romans xi. 15), during ,vhich time 
God is visiting the Gentiles to take out of them a 
people for His Name (Acts xv. 14). The great 
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instrument used in this deeply important work 
is the Gospel of His Grace, which He desires to be 
preached to every creature (Mark xvi. 15), that 
all may have the opportunity of accepting Christ 
as Saviour (r Tim. ii. 3 and 4). 

The return of our Lord is dependent upon the 
completion of His Church, and His long-suffering 
has meant salvation to many (2 Pet. iii. 15). 
This momentous event which will rapture the 
Church will commence the display of His Glory, 
destined to fill the earth. Man has brought ruin 
to everything in this scene through his fall 
(Gen. iii), and confusion must remain until 
Christ is allowed to take His rightful position as 
Lord, for He alone can restore order out of chaos. 

Israel, Creation and the Church will be waiting 
for Our Lord's coming. "And it shall be said 
in that day, Lo, this is our God, we have waited 
for Him, and He will save us." (Isaiah xxv. g). 
" The earnest expectation of the Creation waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God" 
(Rom. viii. 19). "So that ye come behind in no 
gift, waiting for the Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ " (r Cor. i. 7). 

The first Epistle of the Thessalonians, ,vhich 
is believed to be the first written to a Gentile 
Church, shows what characterized the early 
believers. '' Ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God; and to wait for His 
Son from heaven " (r Thess. i. g, ro). 

Centuries have passed and many have fallen 
asleep, but in these closing days there are still 
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those who wait for His return. " Let your loins 
be girded about and your lights burning and ye 
yourselves like unto men who wait for their 
Lord" (Luke xii. 35, 36). This exhortation 
given to believers is still needed. Waiting will 
test the saints in many ways. 

(r) Our Faith in His Promise.-Many promises
have already had their fulfilment, and this is an 
aid to the believers' trust. There is one waiting 
to be fulfilled, i.e., " I will come again and re
ceive you unto Myself"; "After ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise, 
for yet a little while, and He that shall come will 
come and will not tarry'' (Heb. x. 36, 37). 

This subject will be the special object of attack 
in the last days by the scoffers who will say, 
'' Where is the promise of His coming ? '' 
(2 Pet. iii. 3, 4). The question is only asked to 
be ridiculed. If ,truth were sought, John xiv. 3 
would satisfy any inquiring mind. The longer 
we wait the greater will be the test, but faith 
will be rewarded, and all who have exercised it 
will prove that they have never waited in vain. 

(2) Our Love to His Person.-The presence of
Christ with His disciples when on earth was 
sufficient to draw forth their love, but His 
absence for only a little while caused a coldness 
in some hearts, and led Him to say, "Lovest 
thou Me ? " (John xxi. 16). 

The complaint against the Ephesian Church 
was, "Thou hast left thy first love" (Rev. ii. 4). 
Affection for Christ is a great · reality in young 
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converts, but there is real danger in losing it in 
after-life. Love begets love, and we love Him 
because He first loved us. "Whom having not 
seen ye love, in whom, though now ye see Him 
not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy unspeak
able and full of glory

,, 
(r Pet. ii. 8). 

Mephibosheth could never be happy without 
David, and was content to wait for his return. 
He lost no love for him while exiled. David may 
have questioned it, but he was fully convinced 
when he said concerning Ziba and the land, " Let 
him take all, forasmuch as my Lord the King is 
come again in peace" (2 Sam. xix. 24-30). 
Faithfulness to Christ during His absence proves 
that no one but Himself can satisfy the 
heart. 

(3) Our Obedience to His Commands.-While

we are not under the ceremonial law, we are under 
law to Christ, and before leaving this scene He 
left special instructions for His disciples to 
observe during His absence. " Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the 
fat of rams" (r Sam. xv. 22). These commands 
are not less binding throughout the dispensation 
than they were when they were given, and how it 
gladdens the heart of our Lord to see His people 
carrying out His will. 

Great prominence is given in Holy Scripture 
to such subjects as (r) Believers' Baptism, (2) The 
Lord's Supper, (3) Loving one another, (4) Separa
tion from the world, (S) Laying up treasure in 
heaven and many others of equal importance. 
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Surely those who are waiting for Christ will take 
heed to His commands. 

(4) Our Service in His Name.-The first ques
tion by Saul of Tarsus after his conversion was, 
" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? " He 
was conscious that he was saved to serve, and 
was not this the secret of his devotion to Christ 
and diligence in His service (Phil. ii. r6-r7)? 

As we learn that we are to occupy till He come 
(Luke xix. r3), and that a stewardship of the 
Gospel has been committed unto us (r Cor. ix. r7 
and I Thess. ii. 4), we shall be found abounding 
in the work of the Lord (1 Cor. xv. 58). Our 
time for labour is the present, and our ambition 
should be to be well pleasing unto our Lord 
(2 Cor. v. 9) while we wait for His coming. 

Knowing the time, it is high time to awake out 
of sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand (Rom. xiii. 1r-r4). 

(S) Our Patience until His Time.-Few things
have tested the patience of the saints more than 
the apparent delay of Christ's coming. It is 
nearly two thousand years since the promise was 
given, " I go to prepare a place for you. I will 
come again and receive you unto Myself." The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise. " Be 
ye also patient, stablish your hearts, for the 
Coming of the Lord dra weth nigh '' (James v. 7, 8). 

The cry has already gone forth, "Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet Him " 
(Matt. xxv. 6). Patience will be abundantly re-
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warded, for when we see Him we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is (1 John iii. 3). 

T.here is a difference between waiting and 
watching for Christ. All who are watching are 
waiting, but it is possible to be waiting for the 
fulfilment of this grandest of all events, without 
expecting Him at any moment, the Lord Jesus 
Christ who is our hope (1 Tim. i. 1). We some
times sing, "Nothing between, Lord, nothing 
between," and if we allow anything between it 
interferes with our immediate expectation. Mis
interpretation of prophecy has often been used 
to hinder believers joyfully anticipating Christ's 
return in the very near future. 

Failing to see the difference between the two 
aspects of Christ's coming for and with His 
saints, has led not a few to accept the theory 
that the Church will go through the great 
tribulation. Where this is held it cannot but 
hinder believers expecting the Lord immediately,
and will thus rob them of much joy (Rev. iii. 
IO, II). 

While we would specially exhort- one another 
to be watching for our Lord, we should be 
warned against accepting the teaching that only 
the watching ones will be taken when He comes. 
How easy it is to misinterpret Scripture, and by 
so doing the remedy applied for correction is 
worse than the shortcomings exi.sting. '' Our 
Lord Jesus Christ who died for us, that whether 
we wake or sleep (watchful or unwatchful) we 
should live together with Him" (r Thess. v. 
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g, ro). All who are Christ' s  at His Coming will 
be taken to be with Him (r Cor. xv. 23). Our 
citizenship is in heaven, from whence also we 
look for the Sa vi our (Phil. iii. 20). '' Looking for 
that blessed hope'' (Titus ii. 13) is to be the 
Christian's attitude until He come. · 

Watchman, what of the night? The Watch
man -saith, "The morning cometh" (Isaiah 
xxi. rr-12). " May we be preserved blameless until
the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ '' ( r Thess.
v. 23). " He which testifieth these things saith,
Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus'' (Rev. xxii. 20).

I am waiting for the dawning 
Of that bright and blessed day, 

When the darksome night of sorrow 
Shall have vanished far away; 

When for ever with the Saviour, 
Far beyond this vale of tears, 

I shall swell the song of worship 
Through the everlasting years. 

I am looking for the brightness 
(See it gleaming from afar) 

Of the clear and joyous beaming 
Of the Bright and Morning Star. 

Through the dark grey mist of morning 
Do I see its glorious light, 

Then away with every shadow 
Of this sad and weary night. 

I am waiting for the Coming 
Of the Lord who died for me ; 

Oh, His words have thrilled my spirit, 
" I will come again for thee. " 
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Faith can almost hear His footfall 
On the threshold of the door, 

And my heart, my heart is longing 
To be with Him ever more. 

TREVOR FRANCIS. 
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THE MANNER OF HIS COMING 

BY E. W. ROGERS 

'' THIS same Jesus shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven" is the 
concise statement uttered by the heavenly 
messenger, recorded in the Scriptures (Acts i. II), 
defining the manner of the Second Advent of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. While it is true that these 
words relate primarily to the Coming of the Lord 
to the earth for the deliverance of His people, 
the Jews, yet certain principles involved in it are 
applicable to both the Advent of the Lord to the 
air and later to the earth. 

He will be " this same Jesus " who, though 
real to faith now, is not to those who are alive 
on earth visible, tangible and audible. At that 
happy moment, however, He will be revealed to 
such as He was immediately prior to His de
parture to heaven. He then could be seen, 
handled, heard ; and when He returns He \Vill

be discovered to be '' this same Jesus '' who has 
experienced no change in His being from the 
time of resurrection. The marks of Calvary will 
then be visible as once they were. 

Moreover, the manner of His return will be as 
the manner of His departure. He left a Je\vish 
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remnant behind at the Mount of Olives, and to 
such a remnant He will return to that same 
mountain. He departed in the act of blessing 
them : He will return to consummate that 
blessing of grace by inaugurating glory. The 
believer of the present epoch, however, anticipates 
the earlier consummation of his hopes not at one 
of earth's mountains, but "in the air," not by 
the inauguration of earthly blessing, but the 
realization of heavenly. 

This comprehensive, though small word, "so," 
is used also by the apostle Paul in the well-known 
passage of I Thess. iv. His argument is, that 
since we believe that the Lord Jesus Christ both 
died and rose again and went up to heaven, 
even so all sleeping believers (whose death has 
been constituted a sleep "through Jesus") will 
experience a similar thing-that is, their death, 
too, will be followed by a resurrection of glory as 
His was, and like Him they will rise from earth's 
sin-stained atmosphere to meet Him ,vho, from 
His throne on high, will then have moved down
.ward once more to meet His people'' in the air.'' 
God intends to bring Christ and His own to earth 
again at the time when He comes to reign, and in 
order to accomplish this it is requisite that a 
prior trans£ er of the believers from earth to Christ 

• should be effected. This trans£ er will ta�e place
in the case of those who sleep at the moment of
their resurrection, and in the case of living
believers simultaneously when they will be
transformed.
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To the Godless world without, the Coming of 
Christ will be as a thief, stealing in upon them. 
To the oppressed Jewish remnant He will come 
as a deliverer. To the watching saint He will 
come as a long-expected and ardently desired 
friend ; to the careless believer He will come as a 
surprise, incurring possibly shame that he was 
not found watching and engaged otherwise when 
He came. For unwatchfulness inevitably leads 
to carelessness. 

It is for this cause that John, writing in his 
first letter, says, "That if He be manifested we 
may not be ashamed before Him at His Coming " 
( r John ii. 28 (R. V.)). He uses the word " if " 
not because the coming itself is uncertain, but 
because its time is secret and unknown. It is a 
contingency that might occur at any moment. 

Watchfulness for Christ results in carefulness 
of conduct, and preparedness for departure. 
These two things are sadly lacking in these 
lukewarm days. 

The occupation of the Christian when Christ 
comes will bring to him either joy or shame, 
according as it pleases Him or not. Waiting for 
Christ would detach one from the passing toys of 
earth, and, like the child waiting for its parent, 
who prefers to stand at the gate watching than to 
be in the nursery playing, so, too, the soul waiting 
for Christ will find no attraction in the world's 
vain show. 

Yet this illustration is not perfect ; for the 
child at the gate is not usefully occupied, but 
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the wife busily engaged getting home ready for 
father's return is a more suitable picture. She, 
verily, is waiting, but is not idly watching. She 
is both waiting and working, and the working is 
in view of the expected return. So, too, should it 
be with us. 

Three times does the Lord Himself on the last 
page of His Book state the fact that "I am 
coming quickly." He employs the present tense 
(not the future), for that coming is never to be 
regarded as a distant event, but always as an 
ever-present hope. 

"Quickly" is .the word He thrice employs; 
time and distance to Him are nothing : when the 
hour arrives for the consummation of the mutual 
hope He will come forth from the heavens '' in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," and then 

He and I in that bright glory 
One deep joy shall share

Mine to be for ever with Him, 
His that I am there. 

He will come as Bridegroom welcoming to Him
self His bride for whom He fought, and bled, and 
died, and for whom He now is living and waiting. 

He will come as the One who will re,vard His 
labourers for energies expended for Him during 
His absence. " Whatsoever thou spendest, more 
when I come again I will repay thee." Then He 
will give His workmen according to their work. 

To sum up, then. As to His appearance, He will 
come as the glorified, risen, tangible, visible Man. 
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As to the time, He will come at such an hour as 
ye think not. As to the place, He will come to 
the air, to which His own will be called. As to 
role, He will come as Bridegroom : as Rewarder : 
as Saviour. 

For it is this last that fills us with exultation: 
the salvation which in grace He has already 
begun, and which He is now daily effecting He 
will then finish, by trans£ orming our earthly 
bodies like unto His own body of glory, and 
transferring us that where He is we may be also. 

The survivors from a burning ship have been 
saved when in the lifeboat: they are in the 
course of being saved whilst the lifeboat wends 
its way through the stormy sea : and when they 
reach the shore the work of salvation is fully 
completed. Our salvation is likewise in three 
stages. "We have been saved," says Paul to the 
Ephesians. " We are being saved," says he to 
the Corinthians. "We shall be saved," he also 
says to the Romans. This last will be effected 
by the Advent of the Lord, who will take His 
own away from "the evil to come."- For 
troublous days are to follow that event: The 
Man of Sin and Anti-Christ are to appear with 
all their devastating activities only to be ter
minated by the appearance on earth of the- Son 
of Man. But this must be reserved for another 
writer. 



WHO WILL BE TAKEN WHEN THE LORD 
COMES? 

BY WM. HOSTE, B.A. 

EVER since God fore told in Eden that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, 
to the present moment, Christ has been, if we 
except the thirty-four years of His life on earth, 
the Coming One. He has come once in humilia
tion; He will come a second time in glory, but 
in this second coming there w� be two stages. 
He will descend into the air for His saints, and 
later, after an unknown interval, He will descend 
to the earth with His saints. We must not speak 
as though there were two comings in the future, 
but we must carefully distinguish the two stages 
of the one coming. The second stage was plainly 
foretold in the Old Testament, and the Lord 
dwelt upon it in the great prophecies given us in 
the Synoptic Gospels ; but the prior stage vvas 
only revealed through the apostle Paul as a 
mystery never known till then, "Behold, I show 
you a mystery" (r Cor. xv. 51). And also," For 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord " 
(r Thess. iv. r5). An illustration will make this 
clear. When the Lord came to Bethany to the 
graveside of Lazarus (see John ii.), He waited 
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outside Bethany till He had called out Martha 
and Mary to Himself:-'' Now Jesus was not 
yet come into the town, but was in that place 
where Martha met Him" (xi. 30). That re
presents the first stage of the Lord's coming. 
Then the Lord returned with Martha and Mary 
to raise up Lazarus; that represents the second 
stage. His coming with His saints to deliver 
Israel. 

We have the two stages in Revelation, but in 
the inverse order.: in chap. i. 7: "Behold, He 
cometh with clouds and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced Him and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him, 
even so, Amen." And in chap. xxii. 20: "He 
that testifieth these things saith., Surely I 
come quickly." And then the apostle adds, 
"Amen, even so, come, Lord Jesus." In the 
first passage he was ref erring to the Coming of 
the Lord with all His saints, and so he only says, 
"Even so, Amen," but in the second passage he 
is speaking of the coming for himself and his 
fellow-saints, so he adds, " Even so. Come, Lord 
Jesus I ''. 

Various other reasons might be alleged to 
justify the division of the coming into two 
stages, but these may suffice, as our main subject 
is, who will be taken when our Lord comes in the 
first stage ? 

All are agreed, who accept in any form the 
above division, that He will then be coming for 
His saints, and no one will be taken except such. 
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No doubt a deep if temporary impression will 
be created in the world by the disappearance of 
untold numbers of Christians. But, at the 
moment, the world will know nothing of it, 
because it will all take place " in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye.'' But the question 
which has stirred up controversy is, " Will all 
believers be taken or only a selection-some 
specially faithful or devoted class? " Some 
maintain the former contingency, some the 
latter. 

(i) Some of these contend, for instance, that only
those " that love His appearing " will be taken 
(2 Tim. iv. 8). In this passage the apostle is 
speaking of the end of his earthly career (in 
what way he does not specify). "The time of my 
departure is at hand,'' and then he speaks of a 
"crown of righteousness" which is laid up for 
him, " which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day." But he adds, " and 
not to me only, but also to all them that love His

appearing." But this passage does not affirm 
that the reward of loving His appearing is to 
share in the rapture of the saints when He comes, 
but to receive a crown of righteousness. Cer
tainly not all can count on that crown, which 
depends upon faithfulness. Those who lack that 
will lose the crown, but it does not say they will 
lose their share in His return. 

(ii) Others maintain that only a specially
devoted class will be caught up. They quote 
the r44,ooo in Revelation as a case in point, but 
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there are difficulties in this interpretation. 
(a) These are said to be the "firstfruits from
among men,'' but Christ is the firstfrui ts of the
Church period ( see I Cor. xv.), and as there
cannot be two different firstfruits from the same
harvest, the 144,000 must be the firstfruits from
a subsequent one: the former corresponding to
the prophetic sheaf of the barley harvest and
the latter to the two loaves of the feast -of
Pentecost, the firstfruits of the wheat harvest.

(b) The 144,000 here represent the same
witnesses as in chap. vii., but here they are seen 
with the Lamb on Mount Zion, having passed 
through the "trouble" of the last days safe and 
sound. The fact that these are presented to us 
not as in heaven, b_ut on Mount Zion, shows 
that they are not the Church; the words'' before 
the throne" are generally admitted as lacking 
in manuscript authority. 

(c) The Church is the antitype of Enoch
caught away before the flood ; the 144,000 of 
Noah and his family carried safe through the 
flood on to a renewed earth, years before the 
scenes depicted in the chapter take place. 
Unfortunately these teachers have swept away all 
dispensational differences, so that their teaching 
lacks, in failing rightly to divide the Word of 
Truth. 

(iii) Some of these teachers refer to our Lord's
exhortation to Luke; in fact, it is the sheet-anchor 
of many of them, "Watch ye and pray always 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 
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these things that shall come upon the earth, 
and to stand before the Son of Man " ( chap. 
xxi. 36). But the exhortation is not addressed to
the Church, which did not then exist, but to the
disciples as representing the faithful remnant of
Israel. It is Jerusalem and J udrea which are in
view in the earlier parts of the chapter, and the
expression "this generation," verse 32, seems to
refer to the generation of Israel. There is, more
over, no word of anyone being taken a,vay for
safety from this scene; the prayer is, not to be
taken away before" these things shall come to
pass," but to go through them and be preserved so
as to stand alive before the Son of Man when He
comes at their close. This is borne out by the word
used for" escape." There are two words for this,
one meaning to escape from passing through a
thing, as Lot escaped from the burning of Sodom,
and the other to escape in passing through it, as
Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego. This is the
word used here. The Church will not have to
pass through the Great Tribulation, for she will
be caught away from the evil to come: the
faithful remnant of Israel will be preserved
through the fires of persecution of those days, till
they are seen here with the Lamb on Mount
Zion.

(iv) There is another expression which is some
times quoted in this connection, "If by any 
means I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead." Now, I am ready to admit, this is 
not an easy verse, and one would not wish to 
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dogmatize, though I believe the apostle is 
thinking of attaining to the true standard of 
Christian living, even the resurrection (lit. the 
out-resurrection) of Christ from the dead. But 
-whatever he does or does not mean, it cannot refer
to being taken when the Lord came, for he ends
the chapter by a fervid expression of certainty,
both for himself and his readers, that if the Lord
should come, as they were expecting, during
their lifetime, they would all be changed into
the fashion of His glorious body. Surely this
would have been the moment to say that this de
pended on their faithfulness, but not a word does
he say of this or any other condition, but only the
positive statement, " Who shall change our body
of humiliation, etc."

(v) The last passage to-which I will draw atten
tion is Heb. ix. "And to them that look for Him
shall He appear without sin unto Salvation.' 1 

The question, then, is, who are those indicated as
looking for Him? Does it mean looking for Him
in a special way, or does it describe believers in
general ? The whole atmosphere of the chapter
is the Day of Atonement: the vessels at the be
ginning are arranged for that day .. The Lord
Jesus as the Great High Priest has entered into
the heavenly holy place, and the Church on
earth is outside looking for Him to reappear, as
Israel their High Priest on the Great Day. Had
we asked on that day some wandering Midianite
or hostile Amalekite about the High Priest, as to
when or how he would come out of the Holy of
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Holies, he would have been quite indifferent, nor 
would he have understood our question, but as 
we enter the camp of Israel we notice the sons 
of Aaron intensely interested. Clearly they love 
his appearing. The Levites, too, would be 
looking for him with intelligence, and so with 
all the Covenant people. Even the children 
would understand they must go on short com
mons till Aaron came out. In a word, they are 
all looking for him, though in varying measures 
of interest. It is the same with every true 
believer to-day; they yary in devotion, love, 
faithfulness, intelligence, but they all want their 
Saviour and Redeemer. Their love is often
times cold, but they do love Him, because He 
first loved them. The word here translated 
"look for" does not imply a high standard of 
Christian attainment: it is applied to carnal 
Corinthians (I Cor. i. 7) ; to the fallen Galatians 
(chap. v. 5), to unintelligent creation (Rom. viii. 
19), as well as to the saints in general "waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body" 
(v. 23), so _that, though we do not undervalue 
the earnest waiting for Christ's return, we main
tain that the word here translated " look for " 
or "wait for" expresses a relation rather than 
an attitude. 

One passage, I believe, settles the question at 
once and for always, for anyone who is subject 
without prejudice to the Scriptures, and that is 
the notable words at the close of I Thess. iv., 
in which the apostle, by a special revelation from 
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the Lord, describes in detail what will happen 
when the Lord comes. Some of the saints at 
Thessalonica were mourning beloved ones who 
had departed this life, lest they should be kept 
out when the Lord returned. On the contrary, 
the apostle shows them that these would be the 
first to benefit: '' For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout ... and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first (not, be it noted, 
only a selection, but all the sleeping saints of the 
present dispensation) ; then, we which are alive 
and remain (not only, again let us observe, a 
specially faithful or devoted selection, but all in 
Christ without exception) will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord " (vv. r6, 17). This is the hope of the 
Church, not of some inner circle of those who 
would, perhaps, consider themselves more ad
vanced than the rank and file, but of those who, 
like Paul, feel themselves less than the least of 
all saints. May we show that this is, indeed, our 
hope by '' purifying ourselves, even as He is 
pure." 







WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE LORD 
COMES? 

BY W. H. CLARE 

THE transcendent event of our Lord's breaking 
through the heavens to the air for His Church 
(1 Thess. iv. 15-17) would appear to be imminent. 
The extraordinary development of conditions 
among men on the lines predicted by God in 
His Word goes to prove this. 

Just as in the days of God's earthly people, 
when from the cloud they saw light (Ex. xiv. 20), 
but their enemies saw darkness, so in this truth 
of the Coming of the Lord to take place-saints 
are illuminated, while the unconverted are 
darkened concerning it. 

Briefly, the Scripture informs us something of 
what will take place in regard: 

(r) To the Children of God.-(a) On earth the
living saints possess mortal bodies, that is to say, 
they are subject to death, but the glorious power 
of Christ will so work upon their bodies at His 
coming, that these bodies will be changed, or, in 
other words, put on immortality. This means 
they.will no more be subject to death. 

(b) As for the sleeping saints, their bodies at pre
sent have gone into decay, but the spirit being is 
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with Christ (Phil. i. 23). At the command of the 
Lord the corruptible body will be raised, and 
will put on incorruptibility, and immediately the 
spirit b�ing w:ill take up its abode therein, and 
the body will not be subject to decay any more. 
Both living and sleeping saints vvill then enjoy 
what is known as" The redemption of the body." 

(c) The bodies of the saints will be made
glorious, like unto the body of glory of Christ 
(Phil. iii. 2I). 

( d) In this glorified state all the saints will be
examined on the basis of the truth as to how 
they have served the Lord on earth ( 2 Cor. v. and 
I Cor. iii.). This is called the Berna or Judgment
seat of Christ. Closely allied to this is the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. xix. 9-14), 
the saints will be clothed in fine linen, which is 
interpreted by the Spirit as" the righteousnesses 
of saints." A similar statement is found in 
Rev. iv. 4. From this it may be deduced that, 
according to the personal righteousness and faith
fulness of the saints, positions will be given to them 
for administrative purposes in the Kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for " if we suffer \vi th 
Him we shall reign with Him '' (2 Tim. ii. 12). 
There£ ore the positions in the Kingdom are filled 
according to the saints' faithfulness during their 
earthly testimony among men. 

(2) As regards the Children of this world.-In
Eph. ii. 3, we see that the unconverted are 
spoken of as children of wrath-that is to say, 
they are governed by the inclinations of their 
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lower nature, and, not receiving the truth, are 
under and deserving of the wrath of God. While 
it is the day of grace, the wrath of God is not 
being executed, but mercy is in operation. 
2 Thess. ii. IO refers to these children of wrath 
who are being deceived in unrighteousness, with 
the result that they will not receive the love of 
the truth that they might be saved. Verse II

would indicate what will happen to these at the 
Second Advent (to the air), either immediately 
before or after; that is, a strong delusion will lead 
them to believe the lie. Their delight is in un
righteousness, and on account of this the lie will 
be embraced by them. This would suggest that 
no further opportunity will be open to such. 

The form which the lie will assume is difficult 
to anticipate. It may be that the scheme of the 
coming World -Leader, with which he will 
deceive them, will include the political reorganiza
tion of Europe, but will centre round his own 
person and be manifest in his claim to be himself 
God manifested in flesh. 

To accept this will bring certain condemnation 
in the eternal state, and it is just those who have 
received not the love of the truth that they 
might be saved, who will accept it and fall 
under the terrible consequences. 

THE CONDITION OF MANKIND 

Politically (Rev. vi. I).-A great impetus ,vill 
be given to man's desire for peace, and it may be 
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that the removal of the saints ,vill be an occasion 
to translate into action the many proposals 
which are before the world (a) in relation to.the 
nations of Europe ; (b) in relation to the land of 
Palestine (see Rev. vi. 13 and Daniel ix. 27). 

Commercially (Rev. vi. 5 ; Matt. xxiv. 7).
Although there is an abundant supply of food in 
the world to meet the needs of all mankind, 
famines will prevail, and this may be brought 
about by the economic situation. 

Financially.-In Matt. xxv. 23-27, the Lord 
indicates somewhat the financial position in the 
end of the age, which age extends beyond the 
Coming of the Lord to the air, even until He 
comes as Son of Man in His glory. Money is 
under consideration (v. 27), and one action in 
connection therewith is the tendency to store 
it away and not allow it to be in circulation. 
This brings about a financial crisis. As un
certainty increases, so confidence will disappear, 
and the tendency to hoard will augment and 
the difficulties be accentuated. 

Morally (Rev. vi. 3).-Conditions of revolution 
and anarchy will prevail, and this agrees with our 
Lord's prophecies in Matt. xxiv. 7. 

Religiously .-If we are prepared to accept 
Rev. ii. and iii. as an outline of the professing 
Church on earth, verse 1 of chapter iv. wnuld 
indicate the removal of the saints out of the 
professing Church on earth into glory. The 
conditions, then, of the last days of the professing 
Church are (Rev. iii. 14-16) lukewarmness-lack-
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ing gold (Godliness)-white raiment (righteous
ness)-eye salve (spiritual enlightenment). These 
conditions will therefore become more outstanding 
with the removal of all true believers to heaven, 
and we find the full outline of the position given 
in Rev. xvii. 4-7. 

The religious world is, therefore, guilty of the 
blood of the saints. This reference may cover 
the whole history of the Church on earth, but 
cuhninates in the end of the age and finds its 
outstanding wickedness in the martyrdom of the 
two witnesses for God in the last days. But God 
will have an election from Israel, which He will 
call out during this troublous period. In fact, 
the faithful remnant of Israel will be God's last 
witnesses in these closing times, and although 
many such will be martyred for their faith, there 
will be a spared remnant carried through this 
closing persecution, known as that of Jacob's 
trouble, who will become the nucleus of the 
nation in the millennial Kingdom. To them the 
Deliverer will come and save them from their 
persecutors (J er. xxx. 7-11 ; Daniel xii. r). 

May the nearness of the Lord's Second Advent 
stir our souls to a closer walk with the Lord and 
to greater devotion to His service! 



THE SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL 

BY W. HOSTE, B.A. 

THIS revelation, which is doubtless the central 
prophecy of the Old Testament and a key to 
much else, was an answer to Daniel's prayer 
(chap. ix.), which, in its turn, was based on 
God's promise through Jeremiah, which he had 
been reading. "After seventy years be ac
complished at Babylon, I will visit you and 
perform My good word toward you in causing 
you to return to this place. . . . Then shill ye 
call upon Me, and ye shall go and pray unto Me, 
and I will hearken unto you " ( chap. xxix. ro-
14). 

But God's answer goes much further than 
Daniel's prayer for a return from the Babylonian 
captivity, though it included it, but reveals a 
greater period than the seventy years of captivity, 
namely, seventy weeks (lit. seventy sevens 1) or
490 years : " which are determined," as Gabriel 
says to Daniel, " upon thy people and upon thy 
Holy city." This shows that the prophecy has 
to do with Israel and Jerusalem, and would be a 

1 This is the Hebrew idiom-seventy periods of seven-whether of 
days or years the context alone determines. " Hebdomads" is the 
LXX expression. Here seventy weeks of years are indicated. 
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period during which Israel, though under the 
protection of the Gentile powers, would be 
recognized nationally. 

The sevenfold purpose to be accomplished in 
those 490 years is revealed in verse 24. The 
different items are not easy to interpret, as the 
variety of renderings in the margin testifies.
The first is '' to finish the transgression

,,
; that 

is, of Israel, not, I s�ggest, in the sense of putting 
it away, but of bringing it to a climax; and 
where did this happen if not at the cutting off 
of the Messiah? That was the culmination of 
transgression. But what does "make an end 
of sin" mean? The margin has "seal up," and 
it is so translated lower down, in the same sense, 
and in chapters xii., iv. and ix., where Daniel is 
told to seal the book, where the sealing only 
means the temporary concealment of its contents. 
"Sealing iniquity" would then mean passing it 
over temporarily, as we read in 2 Cor. v., " not 
imputing their trespasses unto them." The 
next two phrases are very plain, "make recon
ciliation for iniquity ''-the usual word for 
" atonement "-and " to bring in everlasting 
righteousness: ''-both refer clearly to the re
demptive work of Christ at the cross. Full 
sat_isfaction to the righteous claims of God was 
there made, and now salvation rests on righteous 
grounds. "Righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other." But next we are told that the 
vision will be sealed up and the prophecy (or the 
prophet), showing that there will be an interval 
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to the accomplishment of God's purposes, cul
minating in the anointing of the Most Holy,1 
even the Lord Himself. 

Now the angel-messenger explains the dura
tion and the divisions of the seventy weeks. 
The first question is, what word or decree is that 
which is referred to as· the starting-point of the 
period of 490 years ? There were three decrees 
belonging to the period: that of Cyrus in 
536 B.C. in Ezra i., for the rebuilding of the temple ;

then in the seventh chapter of the same book 
a 458 B.c. decree by Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
the Son of Xerxes, the Ahasuerus of Esther, in 
connection with the return of Ezra and his 
company, and this time for the service of the 
temple. In neither of these is a word said as to 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem. That we have in 
Nehemiah ii., when the same Artaxerxes allowed 
Nehemiah to return under his protection to 
rebuild the city q,nd the wall. There cannot be, 
therefore, any reasonable doubt that the 
"seventy weeks�' began in 445 B.c. This period 
is divided into three stages, the first of seven 
weeks or 49 years, taking us, I would suggest, 
to the end of the Bible period-the prophecy of 
Malachi; then the second period of sixty-two 
weeks, or 434 years, runs its course-covering the 
whole interval of 402 years between the Old and 

1 It is true that it is the "Holy of Holies" and so might apply 
to the Holy Place, but it is quite grammatical to apply it to 
the Lord-the Holy One of Holy Ones. He is anointed millennial 
King. 
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New Testament Periods, taking us to the birth 
of the Lord, then on to what is called " Messiah 
the Prince," which has been shown to signify 
the day on which the Lord Jesus made His public 
entry into Jerusalem and formally presented 
Himself to His people as their King, and which 
He Himself calls " This Thy Day," thus ful
filling the prophecy of Zechariah, "Behold, thy 
King cometh to thee .... " But though the 
multitude of disciples acclaimed their King, the 
nation refused Him as their representative. 
Then it is said, "And after the threescore and 
two weeks shall Messiah be cut off." But how 
could such an unheard of event as the cutting off 
of the Messiah fail to have a tremendous reper
cussion on the guilty nation? They are cut off, 
too, and the 70 weeks stop short at 69 weeks, 
so that one week remains still unfulfilled. But 
before referring to the concluding "week," it 
will be well to show how exactly the period 
from the decree of Artaxerxes Nisan, 445 B.c.,

to the Lord's public entry into Jerusalem, fits 
in with the period of 69 weeks, which we have 
just seen elapsed at that en try. 

If we add 445 B.c. to A.D. 32, we get 476 years 
(not 477,. because the interval between r B.C.

and A.D. r is .not two years but only one, as there 
is no year o). Bring this to days by multiplying 
this number, 476 years, by 365 days· 6 hours 13 
minutes and 48 seconds, or 365 /M\,-the true 
anomalistic year-and we get 173,862½ days. 
But the interval between the date of the entry 
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in Nisan, A.D. 32, and the date in Nisan, 445 B.C.,1

of Artaxerxes' decree is 17½ days, making 173,880 
days in all. 

Now, calculate as weeks: 69 weeks x 7 x 360 
prophetic years, and we get 173,880 days-the 
same number, leaving one week, the 70th, to be 
accomplished. The narrative goes on to say that, 
after the 69 weeks, Messiah would be cut off and 
should have nothing. Infidels, religious and 
secular, have tried to show that the Anointed 
One was anyone but the true Messiah, but the 
dates and history are against them. The only 
difficulty is that they will not - believe in the 
miraculous gift of foretelling future events. 
They believe it is philosophizing on past events, 
which does not require a supernatural gift. 
What is certain is that the prophecy goes on to 
describe the historic events of A.D. 70. "The 
people (i.e. the Romans) of the Prince that shall 
come, shall destroy the city, and the sanctuary 
(which had not been rebuilt when Daniel was 
writing) and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined.'' 

Between that verse and the next nearly 2000 
years have passed away, and no sign has yet 
appeared of the 70th week, but God's Word will 

1 Sir R. Anderson calculates his days by adding n6 days for leap 
years, but the true anomalistic year is 365 days, 6 hours, 13 minutes 
and 48 seconds, which brings the number to 173,813¼, leaving 17½ 
for the difference between the date in Nisan 445 B.c., when the 
decree went forth, and the 6th of March 32, which is known to be 
the �xact date of the Lord's entry into Jerusalem. 
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not pass away, and we may be sure it will be 
fulfilled exactly as we have it here. And he, the 
Prin�e (i.e. the last person mentioned-a Roman, 
the Man of Sin of 2 Thess. ii.), shall confirm the 
covenant with many (not with all the people, 
for only some ,vi.11 have returned to the land, nor 
yet with all these either, for there will a faithful 
remnant who will refuse this " covenant with 
death and with hell" (see Is. xxviii.)). The 
covenant will be probably a defensive alliance 
against God's scourge, Assyria, or the great North
ern Confederacy of Rosh, Tubal and Meshech 
(Russia-Soviets) and their allies. It will guaran
tee to the people of Israel civil and religious 
liberty under their last false Messiah, the Anti
Christ. But in the middle of the week the cove
nant will be broken, and the daily sacrifice 
taken away, and then will ensue the Great 
Tribulation and the day of Jacob's truth. Final 
deliverance will only come at the appearing of 
the Son of Man with power and great glory. 
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THE KING OF THE NORTH 

BY FREDK. A. TATFORD 
(Editor of Service) 

ONE of the results of the last great war was the 
creation of several new states and minor powers, 
many of which hold a deep interest for the 
prophetic student. Not the least significant of 
these new powers are two which were established 
in the near East : ( 1) the country of Syria 
(under a French mandate since 1920), which is 
situated to the north of Palestine, and (2) the 
kingdom of Iraq, to the north-east of Palestine, 
which became a constitutional monarchy in 
1924, and which covers most of the territory of 
ancient Assyria. To the south of Palestine there 
also lies the ancient land of Egypt-a British 
protectorate till 1922, but a sovereign state since 
1930. In view of the revelations of the prophetic 
word, the revival of these powers can only be 
regarded as of vital import. 

In Daniel's portrayal of the four great empires 
from Babylon to Rome, the history of the third 
empire (Greece) is sketched in detail with 
remarkable accuracy. In the brief compass of 
a few verses, the prophet foretells the meteoric 
rise of Alexander the Great and the lightning 
rapidity of his conquests, and then refers to the 
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conqueror's sudden and early death and the 
subsequent division of his empire by his four 
generals into the kingdoms of the north, south, 
east and west (Syria, Egypt, the East, and 
Greece). No further mention is made of the two 
last kingdoms, but the history of the two former 
-Syria and Egypt-is meticulously described.
In Dan. xi. 5-20, the Holy Spirit has given in
detail the political leagues, the matrimonial
alliances, the intrigues and the conflicts of the
Seleucids and the Ptolemies, from the partition
of the empire down to the accession of Antiochus
Epiphanes-details which have been literally
and completely fulfilled.

Considerable space is also devoted in Dan. viii. 
10-13, 23-26, and xi. 21-36 to the activities of a
ruler who rises out of the northern kingdom of
Syria. This man is said to be '' a king of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences,''
who, though mighty, shall be dependent upon
some greater ruler. This king is also depicted
as one who shall destroy God's earthly people,
and even lift up himself against the Almighty,
only to meet with a tragic end.

Much of this particular prophecy has un
questionably been fulfilled in the person of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who became king of Syria 
about 170 B.c. In unmistakable language, 
Dan. xi. 23-28 indicates his corruption of the 
apostate Jews, his victorious expedition against 
Egypt, his appearance of friendship with the 
captured Ptolemy, his return with the riches of 
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Egypt, and his anger against the Jews who 
rejoiced over the report of his death. In his 
wrath, Antioch us entered the temple at Jerusalem, 
offered a sow upon the altar and scattered the 
broth all over the sanctuary, defiling the holy 
places and causing the sacrifices to cease ( see 
Dan. viii. II, etc.). His last expedition against 
Egypt, the intervention of Rome, and his 
humiliation by the Roman Consul, are all 
clearly depicted by the prophet. 

Whilst so much of the prophecy has seen 
fulfilment, many of the details of Dan. viii. and 
ix. are still unfulfilled, and several are definitely
connected with " the time of the end," and with
the accomplishing of "the indignation" (see
e.g. Dan. xi. 35, 36, 40). Even the abomination
of Dan. viii. II and xi. 31, fulfilled in the days of
Antiochus Epiphanes, is but typical of another
" abomination of desolation " (Dan. xii. rr)
which is still future, and to which our Lord
made reference in Matt. xxiv. 15.

The prophetic word indicates that, during the 
period which ensues after the removal of the 
church, the Jews then in occupation of the land 
of Palestine will find themselves confronted on 
the north by a mighty and warlike neighbour. 
The ruler of this state is variously described as 
" the Assyrian " (Isa. x. 5-25 ; xiv. 25 ; xxx. 31 ; 
xxxi. 8 ; Micah v. 5-6), " the overflowing
scourge " (Isa. xxviii. 18), " king of fierce
countenance " (Dan. viii. 23-25), and " the king
of the north'' (Dan. xi.). Although this monarch
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will be mighty, he will be subordinate to a 
greater power (Dan. viii. 24), and Ezek. xxxviii. 
and xxxix. indicate that the vast empire of 
Russia will be his protector. Indeed, it seems 
probable that Syria, Iraq and smaller powers 
will be confederated with Russia in that future 
day (see e.g. Joel ii., Ezek. xxxviii. 5-6). 

On the south of Palestine the Egyptian power 
is apparently yet to exert an influence which has 
been lost for so many centuries (Dan. xi.). 

In past history the land of Palestine has 
suffered much from inroads made both from 
north and south. The bitter enmity of Syria and 
Egypt led to frequent conflict in the little 
country which separated them, and the history 
of the past threatens to repeat itself in the 
future. Moreover, Russia has ever been known 
as a persecutor of the Jews, and the little Hebre,v 
kingdom will live in constant dread of invasion. 
As a means of self-preservation the Jewish king 
and the mass of his people will enter into a 
treaty with the revived Roman power, who 
will apparently promise protection from the 
northern state (Isa. xxviii. 15 ; Dan. ix. 27). 

The treaty with the Roman emperor, however, 
will prove of little value in preserving the peace 
of Palestine. The Jewish " covenant with death 
shall be disannulled," and their "agreement 
with hell shall not stand," but " the overflowing 
scourge'' will pass through the land repeatedly, 
bringing blpodshed and. devastation in his train 
(Isa. xxviii. 18). 
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"At the time of the end," says Dan. xi. 40,

the king of the south will attack the Jewish 
ruler, but the king of the north will counter
attack like a whirlwind. Jerusalem will be 
captured and laid in heaps (Ps. lxxiv; lxxix; 
Isa. xxix. r-7), and the northern power, with all 
his naval and military forces, will sweep over 
many countries and down into Egypt. With the 
exception of Edom, Moab, and Ammon, no 
country will be able to withstand the terrific and 
overwhelming onslaught. 

Conditions in Palestine will be appalling. For 
their apostasy and infidelity the Jews will suffer 
unexampled· judgment. The Assyrian (or north
ern army) ·will be divinely employed as an 
instrument for the execution of God's wrath 
upon His people-the rod of His anger, sent by 
Him against a "hypocritical nation" (Isa. x. 
5-6). Russian hatred of the Jews will be mani
fested to the full, in unparalleled atrocities and
horrors, and the Psalms are full of cries regarding
the awful carnage of that day.

But there will come a day of reckoning for the 
Assyrian! When the tribulation has reached its 
height, our Lord will return in power and glory 
to deliver His people. News of His Advent 
(tidings from the north-east-Dan. xi. 44) will 
reach the northern foe, who, at that time, will 
apparently be prosecuting a successful campaign 
in Egypt. Returning in fury to make away with 
the Deliverer of Israel, he will array his mighty 
hosts between the Mediterranean and the Dead 
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Sea, but will fall upon the mountains of Israel 
at the hand of the Lord Jesus Christ (see 
Ezek. xxxviii.; xxxix.; Joel ii. 20 ; Dan. xi. 45; 
Isa. xx. r2; Jer. 1. r8, etc.). Such a fearful 
vengeance will be executed upon him that it 
will take seven months to bury his dead in the 
valley of Hamon-gog (Ezek. xxxix. r1-r2). 
Whilst God will use him as a weapon of judg
ment upon Israel, He will revenge Israel in 
turn upon her foe. 

In the glorious day of the millennium, however, 
even the kingdoms of the north and south will 
enter into blessing. Peace will exist between 
Egypt and Assyria, and God will declare, 
". Blessed be Egypt, My people, and Assyria the 
work of My hands, and Israel Mine inheritance." 
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BY w. C. IRVINE OF BELGIUM 

(Editor of The Indian Christian) 

THE mind these days is almost bewildered in its 
endeavour to chronicle events political, social and 
religious as they transpire, the world over. The 
worldling and the Christian, be their knowledge 
of the Scriptures ever so sparse, are receiving 
warnings on every hand that days of tremendous 
crisis are rapidly approaching; whereas those 
who have studied to some extent the New 
Testament need little persuasion to convince 
them that everything is speedily ripening for 
that great Apostasy out of which will rise the 
Man of Sin and the Anti-Christ. 

Most students of prophecy agree that, during 
Daniel's last week (Dan. ix. 26), these two great 
leaders will stand forth, head and shoulders above 
all others who take part in the momentous events 
of that dread day. But, on the other hand, we 
find such students divided as to which of the 
two is the Prince and which is the Anti-Christ

on that point there is great diversity of opinion. 
That there are two is clear from Revelation, 

chap. xiii., for there the story of two " beasts " 
is given, the second making an image of the first, 
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and causing all to worship it on pain of death. 
The question is, Which of these is Anti-Christ, 
and which the" Prince" of Daniel ix. 26, and to 
which does Paul ref er in 2 Thessalonians ii. 3-10 ? 

Let us glance at the record of this Prince as 
given in Daniel. In the ninth chapter and 
twenty-sixth verse we are told that this'' Prince 
that shall come '' is of the people that should 
destroy Jerusalem-that definitely constitutes 
him a Roman. It is he who will confirm the 
covenant with " many " of the Jews for a week 
-the godly remnant refusing co-operation
which he later breaks in the midst of the week.
This Prince, we submit, cannot be the Anti-Christ,
for what Jew would accept a Roman, or any but
one of his own nation, as his long-looked-for
Messiah?

Now, out of the same kingdom, according to 
chapter vii., arises a "little horn" 1 amongst 
ten horns; of him a graphic description is given 
in verses 8 and 24-26. Let us compare some of 
the chief characteristics of himself and his 
reign, as delineated in Daniel vii. and ix., with 
those of the first Beast in Revelation xiii. and 
xvii., and also with the Lawless One of 2 Thes
salonians ii. 3-10. We will find such close 
correspondence, that the conclusion must almost 
inevitably be that all are one and the same 
individual. 

1 That this" little horn" is none other than the Prince himself 
· seems beyond question. Compare their relationship with the ten

kings-Dan. vii. 24 and Rev. xiii. I and xvii. 12.
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(1) POWER TO CONQUER

" He shall subdue three kings,''" the greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven " (Dan. 
vii. 24 and 27). 

"Whose coming is after the working of Satan, 
with all power " (2 Thess. ii. g). 
· " And they worshipped the dragon which
gave power unto the beast '' (Rev. xiii. 4).

" And power was given him over all kindreds, 
and tongues and nations" (Rev. xiii. 7). 

" These (ten kings) have one mind, and shall 
give their power and strength unto the beast '' 
(Rev. xvii. 13). 

(2) BLASPHEMY AGAINST Gon

"In this horn ... a mouth speaking great 
things" (Dan. vii. 8). 

'' He shall speak great words against the most 
High " (Dan. vii. 25). 

'' Who opposeth and exalteth himself against 
all that is called God'' (2 Thess. ii. 4). 

" There was given to him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies" (Rev. xiii. 5). 

" And opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God to blaspheme His name" (Rev. xiii. 6). 

" A scarlet coloured beast, full of names of 
blasphemy" (Rev. xvii. 3). 
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(3) PERSECUTION OF THE SAINTS 1

"And shall wear out the saints of the most 
High " (Dan. vii. 25). 

" He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease" (Dan. ix. 27). 

" And it was given him to make war with the 
saints and to overcome them" (Rev. xiii. 7). 

" And I saw the woman (whilst still sitting on 
the beast) drunken with the blood of the saints" 
(Rev. xvii. 6). 

(4) SUDDEN DESTRUCTION

'' And they shall take away his dominion to 
consume and to destroy it unto the end 11 

(Dan. vii. 26). 
'' When the Lord will consume with the 

spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of His coming 11 (2 Thess. ii. 8). 

'' These ( the ten kings and the Beast) shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them" (Rev. xvii. r4). 

'' These both (beast and false prophet) were 
cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone '' (Rev. xix. 20). 

The might, majesty and arrogance of this 
terrible personage, who rules for at least seven 
years, and for at least three and a half years 
reigns practically as World-Dictator, is certainly 

1 Nothing is said definitely in 2 Thess. ii. of the Man of Sin per
secuting the saints ; but it was on account of the persecutions they 
were suffering that they thought the day of the Lord ha.d .. come.
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greater than that of the world's first absolute 
monarch-Nebuchadnezzar. Whilst spoken of 

,as the Lawless One, let it not be imagined that 
during his regime anarchy holds sway. Granted 
that he springs into power during a time of 
world-wide lawlessness-rising " out of the sea ,, 
-when governments have lost their power to
govern, as w9uld appear from 2 Thessalonians
ii. 7, nevertheless he, speedilybecoming a law unto
himself, rides rough-shod over the .laws of the
nations, changing times and laws (Dan. vii. 25).
Far from there being no law, his subjects, on
pain of death, must bow to his decrees, receiving
his mark in hand or forehead, or the number of
his name. The N.R.A., with the picture of an
eagle, as seen on many papers from the U.S.A.,
and as placarded over many business houses in
the States, is a shadow thrown ahead to show us
what is coming ere long.

Not only does this monarch-the Prince, the 
Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, the Lawless 
One or the first Beast-make a covenant with 
Jewry, subdue three kings, overcome the saints, 
but so great is his power that we are told" there 
was given him authority over every tribe and 
people and tongue and nation" (Rev. xiii. 7 
(R.V.))-in a word, he accepts from Satan, "the 
Dragon," what Christ rejected-Universal 
Dominion. If Nebuchadnezzar brought about 
his fall by appropriating to himself the glory 
and might of having built up his house and 
kingdom, what will be the· fall of him who 
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" opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
is called God" and who opens "his mouth in 
blasphemies against God to blaspheme His 
name?" 

Let us now consider briefly his fellow-beast, 
the Anti-Christ. 

There seems to be two main passages speaking 
of this sinister figure, this renegade, apostate 
Jew (Rev. xiii. rr-18 and Daniel xi. 36-45). In 
the first passage we learn that he is subservient 
to the first Beast, using the power he receives 
from him to work miracles and to cause all 
earth-dwellers to honour and even worship the 
Beast by means of the image he sets up in the 
· temple in Jerusalem-thus denying the Father[

This second Beast, Anti-Christ, '' cometh up
out of the earth "-not "out of the sea" as the
first does, suggesting that the utter lawles·sness,
which was characteristic of the time when the
Lawless One was revealed, had been quelled
that Anti-Christ's rise to power takes place at a
later date than that of the Man of Sin. The
Anti-Christ is spoken of as the" king" in Daniel
xi., who induces the Jews, who have returned to
their land in large numbers, to make a covenant
with the Prince. Daniel xi. 37 is strong proof as
to his nationality-'' neither shall he regard the
God of his fathers "-and the fact that he will
not regard '' the Desire of women '' -the true
Messiah-surely acclaims him as the Anti-Christ
-the one that is both against and instead of
Christ-thus denying the Son ( r John ii. 22).
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In view of the stored-up riches of Jewish 
financiers, and the fabulous value of chemical 
deposits in the Dead Sea, it needs little imagina
tion to determine why the Lawless King desires 
to make a covenant with the Jew. It is more 
difficult to understand their making a covenant 
with this blasphemer ; for they must know 
their Scriptures.1 But if, as some accept, 
Daniel viii. 25 also describes the doings of this 
monarch, who by " his policy " shall " cause 
craft to prosper" (agreeing with Rev. vi. 2, 
which many believe refers to this Prince), then 
there is little doubt as to the reception he will 
receive from the world's rich men, whose gold 
and silver is already beginning to canker for want 
of safe avenues of investment. 

That the Jews are prepared to accept this 
Roman Prince is remarkably evidenced by a 
letter written by Ittamar Ben-Avi on 24th 
November r933, in which he publicly addresses 
Mussolini as Ecce Homo, and says among many 
things of the kind:. "Like Cresar of old, so are 
you in our days the man of 'pax romana,' and 
who can te,Cl but that from revived Ronie by the 
magic of your actions there will come again eternal 
salvation to all the suffering and expectant world. "2

A further consideration as to why the J e,vish 
nation accept covenant relationship with this 
Man of Sin, whose blasphemies must be well 
known in Jerusalem, is found in the idol which 

1 Isa. xxv. 14-18; xxxiii. 8. 
2 For full letter see The Indian Christian, Feb. 1934. 
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Anti-Christ makes, and with daring sacrilege 
erects in the temple1-doubtless the event re
ferred to by our Lord in Matthew-" when ye 
therefore shall see the abomination of desolation 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy place ... then let them which be in Judea
the godly remnant-flee into the mountains." 
That a notable miracle will be worked is indubit
able, for we read : " He had power to give life 
(breath) to the image of the beast, that the image 
of the beast should both speak, and cause that 
as many as would not worship the image of the 
beast should be killed." May it not be that by 
his deceptions and miracles he will induce the 
people to believe that he has at last confirmed 
the theories of Evolution, by spanning the 
chasm-bringing life out of dead matter ? The 
image breathes and speaks, and its commands 
are instantly obeyed-is it. surprising that the 
one it represents carries everything before him 
in Judea? 

Unlike the Prince, who worships nothing, but 
himself demands worship, the Anti-Christ, 
though magnifying- himself above all, yet ac
knowledges a strange god, the "god of forces," 
sacrificing to it gold and silver, etc. (Dan. xi. 38) ; 
and unlike the ever-victorious Prince, he is hard 
beset by his enemies-the King of the South 
and the King of the North. His headquarters 

1 May this not be the fulfilment of 2 Thess. ii. 4 ? If, as some 
hold, this passage refers to Anti-Christ, how do they explain the in• 
congruity of his placing an image of another in the very place he 
usurps for himself. 
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are in Jerusalem, and not Rome, but finally he 
is found side by side with the Beast, as the 
'' false prophet,'' . making war against the King 
of kings, and with �is ally is cast into " the lake 
of fire burning with brimstone '' 1 (Rev. xix. 20). 

Do we not see in the Lawless King, Satan's 
counterfeit of God the Father (for he is worshipped 
as God, and honoured by the Anti-Christ), and 
in the Anti-Christ, Satan's counterfeit of God the 
Son (for he appears " like a lamb " with " two 
horns "-kingship and priesthood (Rev. xiii. rr) 
-and does great wonders, exercising the power
of the first beast) : and may it not be that
Satan's counterfeit of the Holy Spirit is that
awful ejection of demon spirits (Rev. xvi. 13, 14)
from the mouths of the dragon, the Beast and
the False Prophet-Satan's counterfeit Father
and Son-( for these instead of '' taking a people
for His Christ's name" from the Gentiles,
gather a multitude together from the Gentiles to
do battle against the Lord when He appears in
glory) ?

1 We think Satan's counterfeit of the Holy Spirit is himself the 
great lost spirit who works in strength the two beasts. 



THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

BY W. HOSTE, B.A. 

THE subject is not merely tribulation, incidental 
to life in this world, or "the much tribulation" -
through which believers must pass on their way 
to the Kingdom, but "the Tribulation of the 
Great One," out of which the innumerable multi
tude of Rev. vii. will come, having washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." This refers back to that unprecedented 
Tribulation ref erred to in the Gospels. " There 
shall be great Tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be" (Matt. xxiv. 21). We must 
identify this period with that other spoken 
of by Jeremiah. ''Alas! for that day is great, 
so that none is like it, even the time of 
Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it '' 
(chap. xxx. 7). The same period must be re
ferred to by Daniel, for it, too, is unprecedented 
and unique. "At that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the children 
of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there \Vas a nation even to 
that same time" (chap. xii. r). This cannot have 
been fulfilled at the siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70

1
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for that terminated in dispersion, this in de
liverance. There is this difference between the 
" tribulation" and the " trouble," in that the 
former will reach all nations, the latter chiefly 
the people of Israel. What, then, will be the 
character of the Tribulation? It will be a crisis 
in the Day of the Lord-ending with that Day 
of Days, "the great and terrible (epiphanes
lit. conspicuous) Day of the Lord," which will 
be the day of the actual appearing of the Son of 
Man in power and great glory. The day of the 
Lord will intensify as it approaches the great 
climax. The seventh seal is expanded in the 
seven trumpets, the seventh trumpet in the 
seven vials. Many passages might be quoted to 
illustrate the character of the Great Tribulation. 
We might read, for instance, Isaiah xxiv.: 
" Behold, the ·Lord maketh the earth empty 
and maketh it waste and turneth it upside down 
and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof," 
and also Matt. xxiv. 15-20. It will begin 
and end with a sign, and false signs by satanic 
power will mark it. This period would normally 
last three and a half years, the second half of 
the last week of Daniel, but "for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened." This stage 
will begin with the sign spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, believed by many to be the image 
of the Beast set up in the Temple, who ,vill by 
this act assert his claim to be God, for who else 
but God could have slain the Two Witnesses ? 
Besides, has he not been raised from the dead? 
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Cannot his image live ? Is not fire brought 
down from heaven to attest his claims ? But 
false signs will not deceive the elect, nor per
secutions destroy them; "At that time thy 
people shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book" (chap. xii. I}. 

How long will the Great Tribulation or the 
day of Jacob's trouble last ? I suggest that 
Daniel vii. supplies the answer ; "And he said 
unto me, unto 2300 days, then shall the sanc
tuary be cleansed '' (v. I4); that is instead 
of lasting the whole of the second half of the 
week of 2520 days, that is 1260 days, it will last 
Io40 days, or 220 days short, and then will 
ensue the final phase. "Immediately after the 
tribulation of these days shall the sun be dark
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken" (Matt. xxiv. 29). 
How long these will last is not indicated, but 
when they have run their course, then the sign
of the Son of Man will appear; that is, Himself 
"coming in the clouds of heaven" (v. 30). 
What could identify Him better with the Son 
of Man of Daniel vii. I3 ? 

Who, then, shall be the principal actors in 
this time of tribulation ? There will be a corre
spondence between it and the plagues of Egypt : 
the same people, Israel, are in view in both 
cases, and also in both cases are they oppressed, 
but finally delivered. In both cases the plagues 
will fall on persecutors and persecuted alike., 
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though in certain cases these latter will be 
immune. The character of the plagues of Egypt 
and of the vials, etc., of the Apocalypse is note
worthy. The water turned into blood, the plague 
of the frogs, of the boils, of the locusts, hail, 
darkness, etc., occur in both crises, but in the 
latter in far greater intensity and ,universality. 

Will the Church, in whole or in part, pass 
through the Great Tribulation? This is a 
question that has exercised many of late. Were 
the Coming in glory as Son of Man, as described 
in Matt. xxiv. and Rev. xix., and as foretold in 
Old Testament prophets, the only phase of the 
Lord's Second Coming, then the answer would 
be in the affirmative, but the Church will have 
been taken away from the evil to come long 
before, in that phase of the Lord's ·return which 
was revealed through the apostle Paul, and was 
till then hidden from the eyes or thoughts of men. 
"Behold, I shew you a Mystery, we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed '' ( I Cor. 
xv. 51). When that takes place the testimony
will be restored to Israel, and aswe see in Rev. vii.,
God will call out and seal as His witnesses the
144,000 of Israel. This clearly shows that the
Church will have gone, as two testimonies, of
Israel and of the Church, cannot exist side by
side.

The Church will be with Christ, and as He will 
not pass through the Great Tribulation, neither 
will His members, for they will ever be with the 
Lord. The atmosphere of the 24th chapter of 

88 



.THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

Matthew is distinctly Jewish. The scene is 
Judah and Jerusalem. The Temple will have 
been rebuilt. The Gospel being preached is not 
" the Gospel of the grace of God," but " the 
Gospel of the Kingdom," though both are based 
on Christ's atoning work. The sign to be looked 
for is foretold by a Jewish prophet and is for 
Israel. We have but to read Matthew xxiv. and 
I Thess. iv. together to notice how widely they 
differ. The titles of the Coming One are different 
-in the former, the Son of Man; in the latter,
the Lord. The first phase of the Lord's Second
Coming is followed sooner or later by the day of
the Lord-the Coming of the Son of Man fallows
ori its closing period the Great Tribulation. To
tell the Church to be daily waiting for the
Lord from heaven, if the Great Tribulation must
intervene, would be like telling people in October
to be looking daily for summer.

What, then, is the meaning of the Great 
Tribulation? No doubt God will be dealing 
governmentally with the nations as such, but it 
will also be a call to repentance of individuals in 
those nations, as the words, occurring again and 
again, show they repented not. God will also be 
dealing in vengeance with the apostate nation of 
Israel, for the rejection of their Messiah and also 
in judgment with the faithful remnant in view 
of their restoration and recognition of the Lord 
Jesus as their Messiah when He appears. The 
Great Tribulation will present a vivid picture to 
the Universe of the results of Satan's and man's 
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attempt to rule the earth without God. What 
is the outcome? There is only one possible
days of hell upon earth. The Universe will see, 
be made wise and give glory to God. Then He , 
shall reign whose right it is, and all shall know 
"days of heaven upon earth." 

go 



THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN, 

FORETOLD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
AND THE SIGNS THEREOF IN THE 
NEW 

BY GEORGE GOODMAN 

THE Great Prophecy of the Coming of the Son 
of Man in the Old Testament is found in Daniel 
vii. 13. It reads as follows :-

" I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one
like the Son of man " (R. V. " One like unto a Son 
of man ") " came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that

which shall not be destroyed.'' 
The chapter in which this word appears tells 

us that there are to be Four Kingdoms (vv. 17 
and 23), each likened to a savage beast, and that 
these are to be followed by the Kingdom glorious 
and eternal, which is to be given to the Son of 
Man. 

These four kingdoms correspond to those of 
which we read in the second chapter of this 
prophecy of Daniel, the gold, silver, brass and 
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iron kingdoms of the great image that Nebuchad
nezzar saw in his troubled dream. 

The fifth corresponds with "the Stone King
dom" which the God of Heaven will set up 
(ii. 44-45) · 

Now we know that these kingdoms represent 
respectively the Babylonian (the gold), the Medo
Persian (the silver), the Grecian (the brass), and 
the Roman (the iron), and that all these are to 
be destroyed when the stone hewn out without 
hands falls upon them and becomes a mountain 
(a kingdom) and fills the whole earth (ii. 35). 

Three things we may note concerning this 
kingdom foretold in these two great prophecies 
(Dan. ii. and vii.) :-

(r) That the prophecy is obviously not yet
fulfilled on the earth ; 

(2) That this kingdom is to be given to the
Son of Man ; and 

(3) �hat it is to fill the whole earth and to
stand for ever. 

First, then, let us inquire as the people did of 
Christ in John xii. 32, after He had spoken of 
His death. " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto Me." 

WHO IS THIS SON OF MAN ? 

They knew from the law that" Christ abideth 
for ever," and added, "How sayest thou the Son 
·of Man must be lifted up ? '' The terms '' Son
of Man " and " Christ " were to them synony-

92 



THE COMING OF THE SON OF :MAN 

mous terms. If Christ endured for ever how could 
the Son of Man die ? 

Their mistake arose from the fact that they 
did not know that, before Christ could reign, He 
must suffer. As He says in verse 24, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if i� die, it bringeth forth much fruit." 

The Son of Man, then, is none other than the 
C�rist. He who must die and rise again and 
reign. 

Notice two great facts :-
( 1) That the Lord Jesus constantly applied

the term "Son of Man" to Himself as He also 
claimed to be Messiah (John iv. 25-26). 

(2) That He also applied to Himself the pro
phecy of Daniel vii. when He stood bound before 
the High Priest (Matthew xxvi. 64). 

(a) " The Son of Man " ( or " the Son of the
Man," as it is literally) was applied by Christ to 
Himself no less than ninety times. It is used 
thirty times in Matthew, fifteen in Mark, thirty
five in Luke, and twelve in John. It appears 
once in the Acts (vii. 56) and twice in the Book 
of Revelation (i. 13 and xiv. 14). It does not 
occur in any of the Epistles. This latter fact is 
significant as showing that the term Son·of Man 
has special ref ere nee to the time of the kingdom 
which succeeds the Church period. 

The expression "son of man" appears in the 
Old Testament as a general term, meaning 
simply a man, as in Num. xxiii. 18 (the first use), 
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Ps. viii. 4, cxliv. 3, cxlvi. 3 ; Isaiah v. I2, etc. 
Both Ezekiel and Daniel are addressed as " Son 
of Man," Ezekiel no less than ninety times and 
Daniel once, but there is a special application in 
Ps. lxxx. 17 and Dan. vii. 13 to the Messiah as 
the Son of Man; consequently " the Son of Man " 
was a term applied to the expected Christ by the 
Jews generally. 

So that when the Lord Jesus applied it to 
Himself it was a definite challenge to them that 
He was the Messiah. 

(b) When the Lord stood before Caiaphas and
was challenged '' Tell us whether thou be the 
Christ the Son of God," He replied, "Thou 
hast said" (or, as in Mark xv. 2, " I am") : 
"nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye 
see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven '' 
(Matt. xxvi. 64). 

Here; then, was an unmistakable claim by 
Jesus to be the Son of God and the Son of Man, 
the One whom Daniel saw in vision, the One 
who would receive the eternal Kingdom and 
come in the clouds of heaven. 

Nor did the Lord only on this occasion speak 
of the Coming of the Son of Man. He emphasized 
and dwelt upon it at length in such passages as 
the fallowing :-

" As the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
com'ing of the Son of man be " (Matt. xxiv. 27). 

"Immediately after the tribulation of those 
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days ... shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory " (v. 30). 

We need not quote further, for the inquirer 
can, with a concordance, easily turn up the 
references to the Coming of the Son of Man. 

Nor are we in this paper concerned with the 
tremendous events that follow upon that Coming. 
These will be the subject of other papers, but our 
inquiry is (as it is stated in Matt. xxiv. 3) :-

" What shall be the sign of Thy Coming ? "
The word used for Coming here is the word 

"Parousia," which means" The being present" 
or " presence." It is used to distinguish that 
period from the present age when the Lord is 
absent. From the previous papers it has been 
learned that the Parousia commences with the 
Coming of the Lord Jesus for His saints, as 
described in I Thess. iv. r4-r8. It is of the 
subsequent developments that Matthew, in a 
similar passage, treats: "The coming of the Son 
of man in Manifested Glory to set up His King
dom and to reign.'' 

Of the imminence of the Parousia there are 
signs which the Lord bade us observe in order 
that we might not be taken unawares. 

He told 
" The Parable of the Fig Trees and all the trees" 

· (Matt. xxiv. 32; Mark xiii. 28 ; and Luke xxi. 29).
This parable is, perhaps, the simplest of all 
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the Lord spake. The lesson so evident that 
not only the fig tree but all the trees (Luke xxi. 29) 
teach it. The putting forth of leaves indicates 
the coming of summer. So the events (or signs) 
to which the Lord calls our attention indicate 
that He (see R.V. of Matt. xxiv. 33 and Mark 
xiii. 28) " is nea:r even at the doors." In Luke
xxi. 20 the application is given thus, "Know ye
that the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand."

Now the Fig Tree is an emblem of the Elect 
Nation, the Children of Israel. It is, therefore, 
to them first that we look for the signs that tell 
of the near approach of the Lord and of His 
Kingdom. 

That great and important developments 
among the Jews are taking place is so evident 
that we need not dwell on them. They serve to 
quicken the pulse of expectation. Clearly the 
fig tree is putting forth leaves. 

Wars and rumours of wars, we are told, must 
be, but do not necessarily indicate the end (" The 
end is not yet," Matt. xxiv. 6), but such things, 
with famines and earthquakes, are the beginnings 
of sorrows. 

But two other signs which we can see fulfilled 
before our eyes tell us that they are being 
accomplished. " Then shall the end come.'' 

They are:-
(r) The Increasing Apostasy with the advent

. of false prophets, persecution of the saints and 
the love of many waxing cold (Matt. xxiv. rr-12), 
and 
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(2) The Preaching of the Gospel in all the world
for a witness unto all nations (Mark xiii. 10). 

That these things are proceeding apace no 
one with spiritual discernment can fail to observe. 
Space forbids us to enlarge upon them. 

The purpose of our testimony is fulfilled-
If those who have hitherto been indifferent are 

awakened to inquire in the Word of the Lord 
if these things are so, and 

If the saints of God are strengthened in their 
Faith and Hope and Love in anticipation of the 
Lord's speedy return. 
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THE JUDGMENTS 

BY THOMAS FITZGERALD

(Author of Four Cycles in·God's Purposes) 

I. INTRODUCTION

"THINKEST thou this, 0 man ... that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God ? " (Rom. ii. 3). 

To deny that human guilt will be visited with 
the eternal judgment of God is a sign of apostasy. 

All true saints, in all ages, have acknowledged 
their personal guiltiness and God's righteousness 
in punishing the evil-doer. 

The rebellious and disobedient in times of 
apostasy have defiantly asked, "Where is the 
God of Judgment? " (Mal. ii. 17). 

Throughout human history Divine judgment 
has fallen upon wicked persons, as well as upon 
wicked cities and nations.1

The Christian revelation discovers to us that 
there were in view in the Divine Mind moral 
issues, which would involve everlasting conse
quences for the race which was endowed with 
properties of unending existence. Even matter 
appears to be constituted of indestructible 
elements. 

1 See the writer's Four Cycles in God's Purposes for fuller treat

ment of this. 
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Angels are beings possessed of a nature which 
is indestructible, for are we not told that even 
fallen angels are '' reserved in ever lasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day? " (Jude verse 6). 

As Divine purposes are eternal in their 
character, the consequences of human responsi
bility in relation to those purposes are likewise 
eternal in their character, whether for good or ill. 
Neither men nor angels can divest themselves of 
their creaturehood, nor can they claim relief or 
exemption from the sovereign rights and sanc
tions of their Maker. 

The question of the unending existence of 
angels and men is never raised in the Scriptures, 
for that pertains to their original constitution. 
What is considered and made known is God's 
provision of means, whereby fallen men may 
spend their unending existence in a state of 
eternal life. 

Unending existence of being is quite a distinct 
thing from an abiding state of eternal life with 
God and an abiding state of everlasting punish
ment with the devil and his angels. Failure to 
discern these distinctions, which are fundamental 
truths of the Scriptures, have led many into false 
views, and into much confusion of thought. 

2. FOUR SPECIFIC JUDGMENTS.

There may be traced throughout the pages of 
Scripture the records of Divine judgments during 
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the past history of mankind, which were direct 
and swift acts of retribution in cutting off the 
life of evil men from the earth. Those judgments, 
however, do not affect the question of future 
judgment, when men will be brought before 
God's tribunal to receive final sentence. 

Our present purpose is not to review those 
records, but to consider four specific judgments, 
one now past, and the others yet future. 

(r) Christ enduring Divine wrath on the
Cross. 

"He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities " (Is. liii. 5). 

" God sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh " (Rom. viii. 3). 

The death of our Lord Jesus Christ holds a 
central place in the progressive unfoldings of 
God's purposes, and it has a central place in the 
history of mankind. "The Cross is the centre 
toward which all past dispensations moved, and 
from which all future dispensations are 
unfolding." 1

The aspects in which the death of Christ is 
presented in the Scriptures being so varied, we 
are compelled, on account of the limits of this 
essay, to confine ourselves to one view of it, that 
is of Christ enduring judgment as the Surety of 
His Posterity. 

God purposed that out of the ruin and corrup-
1 See Four Cycles, p. 22.
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tion brought about by Adam's sin, He would in 
Christ have a redeemed people. To accomplish 
this, our Lord pledged Himself to meet every 
holy claim of God and to deliver every one of 
His sheep by laying down His own life. The 
Cross is where all was accomplished. 

The Holy Victim, " led as a lamb to the 
slaughter," presented Himself to God as a 
willing sacrifice ; accepted all the responsi
bilities of His people, and bowed His sacred 
head to the stroke of Divine wrath which sinners 
deserved. 

There our Saviour, alone, faced the cruel rage 
of men, religious and profane. There, alone, He 
entered into combat with Satan and his hosts. 
There, alone, He bore in darkness all that was 
due to His righteous God, and the Lord laid on 
Him the sins of His people. 

The resurrection of Christ from among the 
dead and His ascension into heaven, signify 
God's acceptance of the work of the Cross, and 
God can now "be just and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus '' (Rom. iii. 26). 

Whatever may be the effects of Christ's 
sacrifice for those who lived before the Christian 
era, or for those who shall succeed this age, the 
vital matter for all to whom the Gospel is now

preached is "that they should repent and turn 
to God, doing works worthy of repentance " 
(Acts xxvi. 20 (R.V. Marg.)). " He that be
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life; and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
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life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John iii. 36). 

(2) The Judgment Seat of Christ.

'' We must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ " (2 Cor. v. ro). 

The three other judgments which we are to 
consider, and being yet future, are to be dis
tinguished from other future judgments on 
account of their being Sessional Judgments. 

As we have already stated, there are judgments 
which have been direct and swift interventions 
by. God, and which were executed apart from a 
sentence delivered after inquiry at the judgment 
bar. Similar judgments will take place in the 
future (2 Thess. i. 7-ro ; ii. 6-ro ; and many 
other references). 

When believers shall be called to stand be£ ore 
His throne, then the Lord will be present in 
session. " We shall all stand before the judg
ment seat of Christ " (Rom. xiv. ro. See also 
2 Cor. v. ro). The question of the believer's 
guilt as a sinner, and his evil state of nature as 
a child. of Adam, have been settled and ended 
once for all by Christ's judgment and death on 
the Cross. The Scriptures are full and clear on 
this. 

The character of this judgment, then, is quite 
distinct, having something of the features of a 
review day, or, to keep strictly to the Greek idea, 
it will be the occasion for the distribution of 
rewards. The metaphors used are borrowed by 
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the Apostle Paul from the Isthmian contests, 
where all were subjected to the closest scrutiny 
by the steward of the. games. The manner in 
which the whole course was run and the places 
won in the race. How the combat was fought 
and who were the victors. Had they striven 
lawfully, that is, according to the rules? If not, 
they would not be crowned (2 Tim. ii. 5). 

Have Christian women insisted upon becoming 
preachers and ministers? However brilliantly 
and with apparent success they may have filled 
these offices, if such is contrary to the Lord's 
rules of service, they will not be crowned in that 
day (1 Cor. xiv. 34-37; 1 Tim. ii. 11-15). 

Did the evangelist, by his eloquent tongue and 
dominating personality, sweep in a mass of 
converts ? Then that day will prove how much 
was genuine metal (1 Cor. iii. 12-14). Did that 
conflict with the flesh in your brother or sister 
end in the triumph of the Spirit in you, or did 
you employ carnal weapons, and the estrange
ment became widened and never was healed ? 
It will then be reviewed and the failure exposed 
(Rom. xiv. 10-13). · Did you use the money, the 
endowments of culture and talent, in furthering 
the Lord's interests? All will 'l:?e truly assayed 
then ( 1 Cor. iii. 8). 

(3) The Sessional Judgment of Nations on
earth. 

'' When the Son of man shall come in His 
glory ... then shall He sit upon the throne of His 
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glory : and be£ ore Him shall be gathered all 
nations : and He shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats" (Matt. xxv. 3r, 32). 

For a right understanding of this judgment 
there must be kept in view the time when it takes 
place; the people who shall appear before the 
King; the specific issue on which they will be 
judged and the character of the award or penalty 
pronounced on those whose conduct is brought 
under review. 

As to the time, the long-suffering of God 
towards a guilty world has reached its pre
determined end. Man in his hostility to God has 
presumptuously aspired to universal dictator
ship. 

The repentant, restored godly remnant among 
the Jews have completed their world-wide 
witness to the coming King, and now the Son 
of Man returns to earth in His glory accom
panied by angelic hosts. He takes His seat upon 
the throne of His glory prepared for Him in the 
holy city of Jerusalem. 

Prior to this, the destruction of human life 
has depopulated vast areas of the earth due to 
desolating wars; the numbers slain during the 
Great Tribulation, the cutting off of many by 
death in that great and terrible Day of the Lord. 
There will have taken place by angelic agents 
the separation and removal of the open enemies 
of Christ, and now the Lord has before Him those 
left of the nations. They are held responsible 
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for the specific message brought to them by the 
Jewish messengers concerning the Coming King 
and His mille11nial reign. Their treatment of the 
messengers, whom the King names as " My 
Brethren," proves their reception or rejection of 
the Message and reveals their attitude towards 
the King. 

The sentence passed by the King determines 
that those on His right hand shall remain to enjoy 
His beneficent reign on earth, and that those 
on His left hand shall be cut off from all participa
tion in the blessings of the Millennial Kingdom. 
The place of their eternal punishment is fixed, 
the measure of their punishment will be finally 
adjudged at the Great White Throne. The 
following references should be carefully studied : 
(Isa. i. g; ii. 10-22 ; lxvi.; Ezek. xxxix. 11-12 ; 
Joel ii.-iii. ; Zeph. iii. 8-20 ; Zech. xii. ; Matt. 
xiii. 41-42, 49, 50 ; xxiv. 21, 22; Rev. xyii.,
xviii., xix.) .

(4) The Sessional Judgment of the Great White
Throne. 

"And I saw a great white throne, and him 
that sat upon it, ... and I saw the dead, the 
great and the small, standing before the throne '' 
(Rev. xx. II, r2 (R.V.) ). 

We approach the consideration of this final 
assize with solemn awe. The callous, flippant 
epithets of godless men about "hell-fire," and 
their angry resentment when \Varned of their 
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eternal doom in the lake of fire, make us 
shudder. 

The method adopted by satanic powers to-day 
is" to lessen in men's minds the sense of dignity. 
The laugh, the sneer, the free speech affected by 
man in these last days is one of the divinely 
indicated signs of impending judgment." 

Moral barriers are ruthlessly broken down 
under the pretence of liberty, and the social 
amenities which once were highly esteemed are 
treated with the most blatant profanity. 

The sacred marriage relationship is degraded 
to mere animalism. Pure love is debased to the 
level of sexual science. Religion is scoffed at. 
The Triune God is becor.1e a subject for hilarity. 
A future existence after death and a judgment to 
come are now topics for comedy. 

We have travelled far since the days even of 
Voltaire. Dr. Pusey has written: "The dialogue 
between Diderot and his soul is so vivid and true 
to nature, and Voltaire's sarcastic non-acceptance 
of his correspondent's profession of certainty:, so 
characteristic of his scepticism even as to others' 
scepticism and his inability to shake off his old 
faith, that it may be well to repeat them. 
'Diderot, to his soul: If you abuse your reason, 
you will be unhappy not only in this life, but, 
after death, in hell. Soul: And who told you 
that there is a hell? Diderot: If you have but 
a doubt, you ought to act as if there were one. 
Soul : And if I am sure that there is none ? 
Diderot: I defy you to it.' 
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" ' Voltaire's Correspondent : I believe at last 
that I have discovered the certainty of the 
non-existence of hell. Voltaire : Most happy 
are you ! I am far from having arrived at it ! ' " 

This is the only resurrection to judgment 
found in the Scriptures, and it is the last judg
ment. All who have been raised previously, 
were not raised for judgment. They come forth 
"unto the resurrection of life," an eternal life of 
blessedness (John v. 29). 

The rest of the dead are alone in view in this 
last judgment, and their resurrection takes place 
after the thousand years of Christ's reign 
(John v. 29; Rev. xx. 5). 

There is a marked absence of lurid details in 
Scripture as to the nature of this judgment and 
the "second death." The words used are sober 
and dignified, as becomes the awful Majesty of 
the Throne and the Judge who is seated thereon 
-the Son of God-for the Father " hath com
mitted all judgment unto the Son " (John v.
22).

From all parts of the natural world the bodies 
of men will be raised united once more to their 
spirits from Hades (Rev. xx. 13). 

These in their !if etime were the subjects of 
God's much long-suffering, but by a continued 
course of evil-doing the sovereign will of God 
permitted them to ripen in their evil ways until 
they had become, in character, perfectly adapted 
for their destiny, so that in punishing them God 
would give a manifest proof of His wrath, and 
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make them realize His power which in their. 
earthly life they had defied. 

Thus will they serve an abiding purpose in 
God's government of His creatures, as others 
will be vessels of mercy adapted for the abiding 
purpose of displaying the riches of God's glory 
(Rom. i�. r4-24). 

The place of their punishment is fixed-the 
lake of fire-and the measure of their punish
ment will be adjusted according to their works. 
There are degrees of responsibility, and there are 
degrees in punishment (Luke xii. 46-48; Rom. ii. 
r-r6). The opened books at the Great White
Throne will bring all to light, and those whose
names are not found written in the book of life
will suffer the "second death," which is the
complete punishment or " wages of sin."

Physical death is not the final sentence on 
man, for " it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.'' The unending 
judgment of the lake of fire is " the second 
death," and confirms the doctrine that the first 
or temporal death is not cessation of existence 
or extinction of being, for we read that Satan 
is finally cast into the lake of fire where, at 
least a thousand years before, two men had 
been cast and were still there (Rev. xix. 20 ;

xx. ro).
" Be it known unto you therefore, men and

brethren, that through this man (Jesus) is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and 
by Him all that believe are justified from all 

I08 



THE JUDGMENTS 

things, from vvhich ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest that 
come upon you, which is spoken of in the 
prophets ; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, 
and perish" (Acts xiii. 38-41). 
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THE MILLENNIUM 

Bv ERNEST BARKER 

A. PERIOD of glorious tranquillity and blessing
awaits this distressed earth-such a period as has
never been known since the fall of man. This
wil) follow the time of great tribulation (attention
to which has already been drawn in this volume),
and will be brought about, not by the ingenuity
of men, but by the inscrutable wisdom and power
of God.

_The Lord Jesus Christ, who is now despised 
and rejected by the multitudes, will be mani
fested as King of kings and Lord of lords. The 
government of the universe will be upon His 
almighty shoulder, and His kingdom shall ex
tend from sea to sea, and from . shore to 
shore. 

There are two great passages which indicate 
the Divine purpose relating to the future of this 
world. One is Ephesians i. ro: "That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 
in Him." The other passage is Acts iii. IO : 
"Whom (i.e. Christ) the heaven must receive 
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until the times of the restitution of all things." 
These verses clearly convey the tremendous 
truth that whatever blessing the earth will 
enjoy in the future, it will enjoy because of 
Christ, and as a result of His mighty sacrificial 
work accomplished at Calvary. 

It is a most remarkable fact that the Son of 
God condescended to visit this particular planet. 
We do not read that He has at·any time visited 
other worlds in the same way, but He certainly 
came to this world, and, to exhibit His unique 
love to His fallen creatures, suffered the death of 
the Cross that we might enjoy everlasting 
association with Himself. Another remarkable 
fact is this-He will just as certainly revisit this 
earth, and reign over it as its rightful King. 
His feet shall stand upon the Mount of Olives. 
Then shall be fulfilled those glorious prophecies 
concerning the ·children of Israel which are so 
freely scattered throughout the Scriptures. God 
shall take them from among the nations : will 
gather them on every side: bring them into their 
own land : make them one nation again ; AND 

ONE KING SHALL BE KING OVER THEM ALL. (See 
Ezekiel xxxvii. 21, 22.) Every living person 
will bow to the rule of the Prince of Peace ; 
every thing will .be brought under His almighty 
sway: all His foes will be placed beneath His 
feet : and then shall be fulfilled the prophecy of 
Psalm ii. 6, " Yet have I set My I{ing upon My 
holy hill of Zion.'' 

This period of unexampled prosperity and 
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blessing will continue uninterruptedly for a 
thousand years, and during this time Satan ,vill 
be a helpless victim, bound in the bottomless 
pit, and a seal set upon him that he should 
deceive the nations no more till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled. It must be clear to 
any intelligent reader of the Scriptures that so 
long as Satan is free to perform his diabolical 
machinations there will be wars and rumours of 
wars. Men may do their utmost to preserve 
peace-and all honour to them for their indefatig
able efforts toward that end-but there can be 
no permanent peace until the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall reign over the earth as the appointed 
Ruler. 

Let us now refer to certain places in the Holy 
Scriptures where reference is made to this 
particular period known as " The Millennium," 
and endeavour to appreciate some of the 
pleasant characteristics pertaining thereto. We 
have already referred to the restoration of Israel, 
though perhaps we little realize what this really 
implies. We read that God will place His laws 
in the minds of His earthly people, and will 
write them in their hearts. He will be to them 
their God, and they will be to Him His people. 
It will not be necessary at that time for anyone 
to say to his neighbour, "Know the Lord," for 
ALL shall know Him from the least to the 
greatest. When we remember that the veil of 
unbelief is even now resting upon the Jews 
when they read the Old Testament Scriptures, 
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one is filled with holy joy in the contemplation 
that in a future day their great Deliverer shall 
come out of Zion, and shall turn away ungodli
ness from Jacob (Hebrews viii. IO, II). Not 
only will Israel be blessed with the knowledge of 
God, but he shall become an effectual channel of 
blessing. " Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill 
the face of the earth with fruit," like a huge tree 
covered with beautiful foliage, and bending down 
with the weight of its fruit. Then shall be 
brought to pass the wonderful prophecy of 
Isaiah, chapter xii., wherein are recorded twelve 
glorious verses of joyful con£ ession to the grace 
and power of Jehovah. 

Another remarkable feature of the Millennium 
will be the lengthening of man's life. The present 
aJ.1-otted span is threescore years and ten, but it 
is quite clear that many will then live throughout 
the entire period of one thousand years. Although 
death will not be entirely abolished, yet infant 
mortality will be unknown. A child shall die an . 
hundred years old, but a rebellious sinner who 
is an hundred years old shall be accursed 
(Isaiah lxv. 20). This blessing of longevity 
reminds us vividly of the antediluvian era when 
men lived to the extreme age of over nine 
hundred years. 

The animal creation will also partake of 
millennial blessing. How true it is that creation 
at present groans and even travails in pain, but 
it will then be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption. Instead of wild animals devouring 
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one another, they will be perfectly peaceful and 
harmless. No zoological gardens will then be 
needed to keep animals at a safe distance from 
their admirers. On the contrary the savage 
wolf shall dwell with the gentle lamb ; the fierce 
leopard shall lie down by the side of the playful 
kid; the calf, the young lion, and the fatling 
will be boon companions. The ferocious bear 
and the timid cow shall feed side by side, and 
their young ones shall lie down together. The 
carnivorous character of the animal world will 
be so completely changed that the lion will eat 
straw like an ox. The poison of asps, and the 
sting of bees and other insects will be non
existent, so much so that a little child shall play 
on the hole of the asp, or put his hand on the 
nest of the cockatrice, without the slightest harm 
resulting. As the Bible so beautifully puts it : 
'' They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea " (Isaiah xi. 6-9). 

One of the greatest blessings of that time will 
be the removal of the curse of Genesis iii. 17. 
Thorns and thistles will be seen no more. 
Instead of the existence of these unpleasant 
reminders of the fall of man, the pastures will 
be covered with flocks, and the valleys with 
corn. The little hills shall rejoice on every side. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, 
and instead of the brier shall appear the myrtle 
tree. Creation itself will dance with joy. The 
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mountains and the hills shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands in holy glee. Yea, the parched and 
dreary desert shall blossom as the rose. (See 
Isaiah lv. 13.) 

THE WHOLE OF MANKIND SHALL THEN BE AT 

PEACE. Instead of men converting their plough
shares into swords and their pruning-hooks into 
spears for the· purpose of destruction (Joel iii. ro), 
they will turn their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning-hooks for the 
purpose of mutual blessing (Micah iv. 3). 
Nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. There 
will be no need of a League of Nations, nor 
of disarmament conferences. The Lord Jesus 
alone shall be exalted in that day. · His 
hallowed name shall endure for ever : men 
shall be blessed in Him: yea, all kings shall 
fall down before Him,. and all nations shall call 
Him blessed. 

But notwithstanding all this, a large number 
of mankind will remain unchanged. After 
rendering compulsory obedience to Christ, their 
unrenewed condition will be manifested im
mediately after the thousand years are expired. 
Satan will be loosed from his prison, and, finding 
himself free once more, he will make one desperate 
and final effort to overthrow Christ and His 
saints. To the very end Satan will manifest 
himself as the great deceiver of mankind, and he 
will go forth to deceive the nations of the earth, 
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and ,vill gather together to battle a multitude as 
numerous as the sand of the sea. This great 
company will surround the camp of the saints, 
and also the beloved city (i.e. Jerusalem), and 
with all their diabolical fury will endeavour to 
gain a mighty victory over the King of kings 
and His followers. But this can never be. One 
short decisive passage indicates the inevitable 
result: "And fire came down out of heaven, 
and devoured them." 

Thus the I:.ord Jesus Christ shall be, as indeed 
He must be, the final Victor. His enemies shall 
lick the dust. God's purposes cannot be frus
trated. What He has said He will perform, and 
the closing portion of His earthly programme 
will be as surely carried out as any other part. 
We who belong to Christ shall reign with Him. 
This will be our dignified position and privilege, 
the very anticipation of which should fill us with 
joy unspeakable. 

In view of these tremendous events which are 
destined to take place, let me press a question 
of paramount importance. Is MY READER 
DEFINITELY TRUSTING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
AS HIS OR HER PERSONAL SAVIOUR? If the 
answer is Yes, the future is crowded with hope 
and blessing. If the answer is No, the future is 
dark and hopeless. Then why not exercise the 
highest wisdom by placing your en tire confidence 
in the Son of God ? He loves you as only He can 
love you who Himself is love : He seeks your 
eternal welfare : He came all · the ,Nay from 
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heaven to save you from everlasting wrath; He 
died for you ; He desires to fill your life with 
joy and peace. He invites you to come to Him 
now. WILL YOU ACCEPT HIS GRACIOUS INVITA
TION? 
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THE FINAL REBELLION 

BY J. B. WATSON

(Rev. xx I-3 and 7-Io). 

THE short, intense period of purging judgments 
that marks the inception of the Reign of Christ 
(Matt. xiii. 4r) will issue in universal peace. 
Great nations will submit their causes to the 
King, whose arbitration, backed by power, will 
cause them to relinquish war as a means of ob
taining their ends (Micah iv. 3). Upon this 
world-wide peace will follow those earthly 
blessings which ·make the Millennium singular 
among all earth's ages. The world will then be 
filled with material plenty (Amos ix. r3) ; the 
problem of poverty will be solved (Ps. lxxii. 
r2-13); the span of human life will be mar
vellously lengthened (Isa. lxv. 20) ; such swift, 
strong justice will be administered that right
eousness will be exalted in the earth, and evil 
will fear to raise its head (Isa. xi. 4). '' And the
Lord shall be King over all the earth 

,, 
(Zech. 

xiv. 9).
These conditions of unexampled well-being

will be strengthened and safeguarded by the 
enforced absence of Satan from human affairs, for 
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we are told that during the whole period of the 
thousand years he (and, presumably, the spirit
hosts who carry out his plans) will be imprisoned 
in the Abyss. "And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven having the key of the bottomless 
pit, and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold of the Dragon, that old serpent, which is 
the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should deceive the nations no_ more till the 
thousand years shall be fulfilled" (Rev. xx. r-3). 

The Millennium will therefore differ from all 
preceding ages of human history in the freedom 
of its. peoples from the baleful workings of the 
Adversary. His subtlety brought to a sad end 
the age of innocence in Eden. The Flood was 
the appalling close of the Age of Conscience-a 
visitation made necessary by the success of the 
Devil's strategy in corrupting man's way upon 
the earth. The patriarchal age closed with an 
outpouring of a series of Divine judgments upon 
the Egyptians, the oppressors of the posterity o� 
Abraham. The working of satanic energy is 
clearly discernible behind the implacable opposi
tion of Pharaoh to the purpose of God towards 
His people Israel. The age of Law ended in the 
awful tragedy of Calvary, brought about by 
Satan's influence upon evil men. The present 
age of Grace will close in an era of condign 
judgments poured out upon a Satan-deceived 
world. But in the coming Millennial Age man 
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will not be harassed by his age-long Adversary. 
At last mankind will be freed from the pressure 
of temptation from that source; inducement to 
rebel, the insinuation of false suggestions, 
seduction by cunning plausibility in presenting 
vile policies-from such wiles the race will be 
exempted during the earthly Reign. In the 
words of this prophetic oracle Satan will " deceive 
the nations no more, till the thousand years shall 
be fulfilled." 

This binding of Satan will be one striking 
evidence of the completeness of Christ's victory. 
The reduction to impotence of the Lord's most 
powerful foe will be an outstanding proof of the 
sweeping thoroughness of Calvary's conquest. 
At the time of that event Christ said to His 
human foes,'' This is your hour and the power of 
darkness "; but now all that is reversed, and He 
who of old died upon a Cross now sits upon the 
Throne of the world, having overcome His 
Adversary in such manner that he lies enchained 
in the dark prison-house of the bottomless pit, 
robbed of all power to hinder or harass the Ruler 
of all the Nations. 

I cannot tell how He will win the nations, 
How He will claim His earthly heritage, 
How satisfy the needs and aspirations 
Of East and West, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory, 
When He the Saviour of the world is known; 
And some glad day His sun shall shine in splendour, 
And He shall reap the harvest He has sown. 
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Blessed as earthly conditions are during the 
Millennium, it would appear that spiritual con
ditions outside the land and nation of Israel fall 
sho"rt · of per£ ection. In the fourth chapter of 
Micah, in a context that plainly refers to the 
time of the Messianic Kingdom, is a verse which 
points in this direction. "For all. people(s) 
will walk every one in the name of his god, and 
we (Israel) will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever '' (Micah iv. 5). 
Then there is the phrase concerning the attitude 
of the peoples to Messiah's rule, repeated in· 
several of the prophetic Psalms, '' yield feigned 
obedience " (see margin of Psalm xviii. 44 ; 
lxvi. 3; lxxxi. 15), suggesting that the sub
mission accorded to the King, particularly in
the remoter Gentile nations, is not the joyful
obedience that springs from the love of renewed
natures, but the sulleIJ. compliance which is
rendered to irresistible authority. The deep
word on this subject found in I Cor. xv. 25, " For
He must reign till He hath put all enemies under
His feet," is in keeping with these Scriptures, for
it clearly implies that throughout the period of
Christ's universal rule there will be elements that
are rather subjugated than converted. Moreover,
the same p�sage in Corinthians informs us that
the Reign will not conclude until all "rule,
authority and power" shall have been finally
crushed, when the Kingdom will be delivered to
the Father by the Son " that God may be all in
all." Then will the Millennial Kingdom pass
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into the Eternal Kingdom, in which, in the New 
Earth, righteousness will for ever have its un
challenged dwelling-place. 

The close of the thousand years finds the 
earth strangely disquieted. Among the nations, 
working like the ferment of a seething leaven, 
disaffection towards the King spreads from heart 
to heart; rebellious words, like a flame among 
dry straw, spread from lip to lip. At first cQvertly, 
then more boldly, and presently in open defiance 
there rises the last great insurrection against the 
authority of God. The instigator of this sedition 
is, as ever, Satan himself, who has been released 
from his imprisonment at the end of the thousand 
years. 

It has been a matter for wonder why Satan, 
once he has been safely shut up in. the Abyss, 
should be set at liberty again to recommence 
his campaign against the Lord and His people. 
The explanation surely lies here : he is permitted 
to be the agent by means of whom a final test 
is applied to the inhabitants of the world, a test 
which reveals two things: first, who among 
them is suited to have part in the New Earth 
which is about to replace the Old ; second, the 
utter badness of fallen human nature and the 

· impossibility of improving it. In innocence
Adam fell, under conscience his posterity became
so vile that the Deluge was necessary to sweep
the earth clean of the moral rottenness with
which it had become full, under law mankind
became the murderers of God's Son, under grace
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and in spite of the light of the Gospel the human 
family became rejectors of the truth. And now, 
after a full thousand years of wise, benevolent 
and righteous rule, under which they have 
enjoyed peace, prosperity and a thousand bless
ings, and have been free from satanic tempta
tions so as to have had every opportunity to 
become attached to their King in in def ectible 
loyalty-what happens at the first breath of 
seditious suggestion? They arise from the ends 
of the earth and mass themselves to wrest the 
sceptre from the hand of God's King. It is the 
last· demonstration of the incurable enmity of 
the sin-soaked natural heart of man against God. 
Long before, the inspired Word had said, "It is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be" ; this final, terrible uprising under
scores the truth of this word for the last time. 
What law could not restrain, nor grace subdue, 
nor ideal conditions change, at long last fiery 
judgment must consume. 

The rebellion is short-lived. The rebels gather 
swiftly, converging on Jerusalem from all quar
ters. The term applied to them, "Gog and 
Magog," does not identify the rebels with the 
Gog of Ezekiel xxxviii. 1-2 and xxxix. I (whose 
attack upon Israel there referred to is more than 
a thousand years earlier), but is probably in
tended to convey the idea of a confederation of 
nations roused to fury against the People of 
God by satanic propaganda, after the same 
manner as had been the onset by '' the I{ing of 
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the North '' against Israel before the Second 
Advent. "The camp of the saints" (v. g) is 
a phrase which brings before the mental vision 
the security of Israel, gathered in quiet and 
orderly array around Jerusalem, and may also 
include the saved of the Gentiles of that age. 

" The Beloved City," the last title the Word of 
God contains of the earthly Jerusalem, is also 
fragrant with the tender mercy of God. Not 
many chapters earlier she had been called 
'' Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 
crucified" (Rev. xi. 8). What a triumph of 
divine love that now she is called" the Beloved 
City! " 

No blow is struck by the Lord's people ; none 
is needed. The King possesses all power to 
execute judgment. All the resources of heaven 
are at His disposal. There is something sub
limely awful in the directness and brevity of the 
words that record the swift overthrow of the 
deluded host, "And fire came down from God 
out of heaven and devoured them" (v. g). 

Follows the final doom of the Devil, cast into 
the lake of fire, where already for a thousand 
years have been his agents, the Beast and the 
False Prophet (v. IO). The triumph of God, 
as far as they are concerned, is complete. Only 
the Last Judgment, that of the Great White 
Throne, now awaits, and then shall stand forth 
the New Heavens and the New Earth, the 
eternal home of righteousness and bliss. 
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THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW 

EARTH 

BY A. BORLAND, M.A. 

SPECULATIONS regarding the future of the earth 
as it is at present constituted are almost as varied 
as they are numerous. Science, with all its 
boasted achievements, gives no assurances in its 
prognostications, for it can only declare that 
there will certainly be an end, but it is beyond 
human knowledge to say precisely when and how 
it will be reached. How different, however, are 
the pronouncements of Scriptures ! The Book 
of The Revelation gives in a few verses what 
human knowledge and earthly philosophies could 
never, by any means, discover : " And He that 
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all

things new." Men write lengthy treatises on all 
the possible phases of the earth's dissolution, 
while one short section of the Bible suffices to 
give almost all the information necessary re
garding God's future dealings with the earth and 
the heavens (Rev. xx. 7-xxii. 7). 

To the seer, John, is granted a vision of a 
"New heavens and a new earth.'' Men's 
Utopian ideas, whether ancient or modern, have 
all been idle dreams incapable of realization, but 
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John is assured that God is working according to 
plan, and that His purpose will reach its glorious 
consummation in spite of the massed opposition 
that grows to a climax in the final rebellion 
described in the previous chapter. "The new 
heavens and the new earth " are outwith human 
reckoning. Rationalism discards the Genesis 
account of Creation, substitutes its theories of 
evolution, and, consequently, scouts the idea of a 
"reconstitution of the universe" through the 
direct action of God. Faith believes in an 
original specific creation, and rejoices in the 
knowledge that God has authenticated His un
folding of the future with the assuring declara
tion, "These words are true and faithful." 

The history of our earth may be summarized 
in a few sentences. Very long ago (how long 
does not necessarily concern us for our present 
purpose), " In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth." He created it not in 
vain, He formed it to be inhabited (Isa. xlv. 18). 
Then some unexplained catastrophic convulsion 
brought it into the state described as "without 
form and void.'' The duration of this chaotic 
state is nowhere hinted at in the Scriptures, and 
is of little moment for us now. Out of the chaos 
God formed a cosmos, the history of which 
commences with Genesis i. 3, and ends in 
Revelation xx. II, where we read that the heaven 
and the earth fled from the face of Him that 
sat upon the Great. White Throne, from which 
He pronounces judgment upon the resurrected 
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wicked dead. The history intervening between 
these two fixed points is the record of man on 
earth in relation to the God of heaven, a history 
which traces man's sojourn upon earth as one of 
recurring apostasy. The Fall, the Flood, Babel, 
the Idolatries of the nations and the Disobedi
ences of Israel, the Crucifixion of Christ, the 
declensions of the Church, the Manifestation of 
the Anti-Christ, the final Revolt of the Nations 
after the Millennium under the personal leader
ship of the Devil, follow one after the other until 
God finally disposes of every phase of rebellion 
and brings all opposition to a definite end in the 
judgment of the Great White Throne. 

About the heavens (not Heaven, the dwelling
place of Jehovah) we learn comparatively little 
save as knowledge of the stars is associated with 
the glory of God's handiwork, and demonstrates 
the Creator's care for His creatures upon the earth. 
Space does not permit the slightest digression 
into the realm of astronomy, interesting as that 
branch of science is in producing its evidence for 
belief in a Creator-God, whose power is infinite, 
whose wisdom is inscrutable, and whose care is 
over all the works of His hands. Whatever else 
we may learn about both the earth and the 
heavens, this we do know, on the unassailable 
authority of the Scriptures, that heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but the Word of the Lord 
will abide for ever. 

The closing event in the history of . the old 
earth is one charged with dramatic suddenness. 
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Of the enemies of God it is written: "And fire 
came down from God out of heaven and devoured 
them '' (Rev. xx. g). Then comes the end. The 
stage is cleared. God does a new thing. The 
heavens and the earth are dissolved, not annihil
ated, in order that they may be constituted afresh, 
as the original word suggests. That dissolution is 
described in various ways. Peter, writing by 
the Spirit, declares" the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up," while the 
writer to the Hebrews states, as he quotes from 
an ancient prophecy (Isa. xxxiv.), "they shall 
perish ... and shall wax old as doth a garment, 
and as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and 
they shall be changed'' (Heb. i. 11-12). Between 
the dissolution of the old and the reformation of 
the new takes place the judgment of the wicked 
dead, raised and suspended in space before the 
final assize, to hear from the lips of the now 
Merciless Judge the words that consign them to 
"the Lake of Fire" (Rev. xx. 15). Evil has 
been not only suppressed as it was during the 
Millennial Kingdom, but has been finally defeated 
and everlastingly banished. Then, but not till 
then, it is that God remakes, not recreates, the 
earth-" a new earth wherein dwelleth right
eousness " (2 Pet. iii. 13). Upon that new earth 
will dwell in bliss unsullied by sin " the nations of 
them that are saved" (Rev. xxi. 24). What bliss 
awaits those multitudes to whom will be un-
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folded on an earth into which lawlessness cannot 
enter, the unspeakable glories of a Redeemer
God ! 

Over this new earth John sees " the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband," and he hears a voice saying," Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, 
and He shall be with them their God. And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain." 
Could language be simpler, sweeter or more 
sublime ? Human exposition would but blur 
the vision and blunt the meaning. There God 
has reached His objective; He has come down to 
tabernacle with men, to go on in the midst of His 
redeemed people revealing Himself, and in the 
ages that stretch in unbroken cycles through 
eternity to show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus. 

The splendour of that city described in 
Revelation xxii. is beyond words. The symbol
ism used to impress the mind piles beauty upon 
beauty, until the imagination is dazzled at the 
magnificent spectacle. If that which is merely 
material and symbolical conveys such a sense of 
wonder, what must the reality and experience be, 
when in bodies fitted by Divine power for the 
enjoyment of these eternal blessings, the saints 

132 



THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH 

dwell with God and do His will ! The glories may 
perp.aps be better grasped from the descriptions 
given in negative form. There is "no temple 
therein : for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the Temple of it. And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine 
in it : for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the Lamp thereof .... And the 
gates of the city shall not be shut at all by day, 
for there shall be no night there. And there 
shall in no wise enter therein anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomina
tion or maketh a lie.'' Not only will there be no 
evil within the city, but, unlike the Garden of 
Eden, it will be absolutely impossible for any 
evil to gain entrance at all. 

That city, whose Builder and Architect is God, 
and for which Abraham and the patriarchs 
longed, is " the Bride, the Lamb's wife," and in 
it will find fulfilment the Old Testament idea of 
Israel betrothed and married to Jehovah, and 
the New Testament mystery truth of the Church 
as the Bride of the Lamb. The heavenly and 
earthly companies will be so closely associated 
that the nations of them which are saved and 
occupying the new earth shall walk in the light 
of the city, and shall bring their glory and 
honour into it. Therein will be found the throne 
of God and the Lamb, while the symbolism used 
suggests an abundance of life ; for within the 
city walls are the Tree of Life, the River of Life 
and the Book of Life. The leaves of the Tree 
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are for the " health of the nations ; " and because 
there is no sin, neither will there be any sickness 
nor death (Rev. xxii. 2). 

In the New Heavens and the New Earth the 
plan of redemption will reach its consummation 
in a sevenfold way. 

Perfect sinlessness.-'' There shall be no more 
curse." 

Perfect authority.-'' The throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it." 

Perfect obedience.-" His servants shall serve 
Him." 

Perfect communion.-'' They shall see His 
face." 

Perfect consecration.-" His name shall be on· 
their foreheads.'' 

Perfect blessedness.-'' There shall be no night 
there.'' 

Perfect glory.-'' They shall reign for ever and 
ever. " 1

Beyond the Millennium there will not be the 
slightest trace of disloyalty or disobedience, and 
Christ will reign with beneficent power, for God 
has determined that, in the dispensation of the 
fullness of times, He will gather in one all things 
in Christ both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth (Eph. i. ro). Then, when that has 
been done, occupying, as one may justly infer, 
undated periods stretching far beyond the 
Millennial Reign, "then cometh the end, when 
Christ shall have delivered up the Kingdom to 

1 Pierson in God's Living Oracles. 
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God, even the Father, when He shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and power'' 
(r Cor. xv. 24). "And when all things shall be 
subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also 
Himself be subject unto Him that put all things 
under Him, that God may be all in all " ( I Cor. 
xv. 28).

What lies beyond we dare not speculate, but
this we may be assured of, that a God of infinite 
Love will go on unfolding to His redeemed 
people glory upon glory, and that they, with 
richer capacities than on earth now, will con
tinue to respond to every further revelation of 
Himself, delighting to do His will in most perfect 
accord with His expanding purposes for the New 
Heavens and the New Earth. Whatever else 
we may know now, we may sing with assurance, 

Safe to the Land, safe to the Land, 
The end is this; 

And then with Him, go hand in hand 
Far into Bliss. 
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THE ETERNAL STATE: ITS FEATURES 1

THE eternal state, akin to the truth of the 
rapture of the saints, is not the subject of 
prophecy in the Old Testament, though it may 
be referred to in Isa. lxvi. 22, agreeing with the 
·words of Peter in his Second Epistle. "We,
according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness.'' There are only three passages in the
New Testament which speak of the eternal state,
viz. I Cor. xv. 28 ; 2 Peter iii. 13 ; and Rev.
xxi. r-8.

In the first we learn the order of events. After
the beneficent government of Christ during the 
millennial period He will cease to reign as Man, 
and God (Father, Son and Holy Ghost) will be 
" all in all." But let us remember that Christ is 
Himself, "Over all, God blessed for ever" 
(Rom. ix. 5). Thus evil will be for ever banished, 
and righteousness be triumphant, everything 
being in accordance with the character of God. 
We should here notice that prior to this term
ination, and after men have had the experience 
of the untold blessings of the Millennium, Satan, 
who has been confined in the bottomless pit for 

1 Owing to a regrettable confusion, the name of the writer of this 
paper has somehow disappeared. We insert paper with an apology 
to Author.-Ens. 

136 



THE ETERNAL STATE 

a thousand ye_ars, will again be loosed and will 
instigate a final outbreak of the wickedness of 
man, thus proving the utter incorrigible evil of 
his heart. Swift judgment from God will over
take them and with Satan they will be cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone. There is one thing 
more which closes the reign of Christ, the judg
ment of the great white throne of all the wicked 
dead who have ever lived. 

From 2 Peter iii. 12-13 we gather that the 
accomplishment of the purposes of God will be 
by fire .. 

In Rev. xxi. I-8 we have the fullest account 
that God has been pleased to give us of the 
new. heavens and the new earth. Here note the 
contrast between "new" and "first." This is 
subsequent to the thousand years reign, to the 
great white throne judgment, and the complete 
dissolution of the heavens and earth that now 
are. The heavens and the earth are-to have an 
entirely new character.. Every trace of the scene 
where Satan and sinful men have wrought their 
will have passed away for ever. There will be 
no imperfection, no infirmity, no curse, no 
sorrow, and death shall never enter there. 

In hope we lift our wistful, longing eyes, 
Waiting to see the Morning Star arise; 
How bright, how gladsome will His advent be, 
Before the Sun shines forth in majesty. 

"There is no more sea" (R.V.). That would 
be an impossibility, as things are now, and that 
life in its present condition has to be maintained. 
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The holy city, new Jerusalem, is seen coming 
down from God out of heaven. The contrast 
between it and the description of the millennial 
city in Rev. xxi. IO is seen in the absence of the 
word new. This is the Church, composed of a 
heavenly people (I Cor. xv. 48), of those who 
formed the body of Christ. It is to this end that 
we have been predestinated and for this purpose 
that we have been created in righteousness and 
holiness· of truth (Eph. iv. 24 (R:V.))'. 

All this being true of us in Him, our endeavour 
should be to make it our aim "to be well
pleasing to Him" (2 Cor. v. g (R.V.)). Th�n 
follows a great voice out of heaven to emphati
cally call our attention to the marvellous fact 
that the tabernacle of God is with men. In that 
scene all distinctions between Israel and the 
nations will have ceased. The question naturally 
arises as to who these are. We are not told. 
The tabernacle was the dwelling-place of God 
with Israel (Exod. xl. 34). Now the Holy Spirit 
dwells in the Christian and in the Church. Then 
all shall for ever be to His praise and glory, just 
as in the temple " every whit of it uttereth his 
glory'' (Ps. xxix. 9, margin), so then He will 
rest in His love (Zeph. iii. 17). 

"And He that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new." This is com
fort and solace for us in the midst of the present 
confused and distressing order of affairs. This 
glorious One said to John two things. First, 
" Write, for these words are true and faithful." 
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Secondly, " It is done." The words are to be 
relied on without question, for all must surely 
be fulfilled. All that God has conceived in His 
heart of love before worlds were, will then be 
fully accomplished. It will be established on 
the righteous foundation of the work accomplished 
on Calvary by Him who could say to His 
Father, '' I have glorified Thee on the earth : I 
have :finished the work which Thou gavest Me 
to do " (John xvii. 4). 

The passage closes with . two of the most 
blessed promises of Scripture, and with an 
awful and wide-reaching threat. 

The first promise is to the thirsty soul. A 
gift of the fountain of the water of life, and the 
terms are freely. All who have had their thirst 
quenched and their souls satisfied will have part 
in the promises of God. The second promise is 
to the overcomer, and as in the letters to the 
seven Churches, God would encourage us with 
one more precious promise before He closes : 
"He that overcometh shall inherit these things 
(R. V.) : and I will be his God and he shall be My 
son." What an aspiration this is for us to press 
on in the heavenly pathway. 

The most solemn " But " in all Scripture 
follows. In one sad catalogue He classes the 
ungodly, the list being headed with the fearful. 
Those who through fear of consequences shrink 
back from the confession of Christ as their 
Saviour, never decide and die unconverted. 

May we be led to ponder well the things that 
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must shortly come to pass, which God has given 
to us for our profit in the book which begins with 
a blessing to him that readeth, and to them that 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things that are written therein; for the time is 
at hand, ending with a similar blessing. 



THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF KNOWING 
THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS 
COMING AGAIN 

BY H. E. MARSOM 

THE great subject which engaged the prophets 
of old was "the sufferings of Christ and the 
glories that should follow" ; for "to Him give 
all the prophets witness," and the climax to 
which prophetic Scripture takes us is "The 
Unveiling of Jesus Christ" (Rev. i. I). Indeed, 
'' the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro
phecy." When the Lord foretold the approach
ing treachery of Judas, He distinctly stated 
that it was in order that "when it is come to 
pass, ye may believe that I Am " (John xiii. rg) ; 
so even in that sad revelation, not Judas., but 
the Lord Himself was the real Object. Thus we 
learn that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is 
Himself the grand Subject of which prophecy 
speaks, and the glorious Object to which it 
points us. Therefore, if our knowledge of pro
phetic truth is not leading us into a deeper 
personal acquaintance with the Lord Himself, 
we are missing a prime point in the Divine 
purpose in giving us the Word of Prophecy. 
Growth in the grace and in the knowledge 0£ 
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our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ should be the 
aim and the holy ambition of our heart. In all 
true progress in prophetic knowledge the Lord 
Jesus " shows Himself again to �is disciples." 
Prophetic study can and should be the heart 
beholding the glory of the Lord, in a vision which, 
by the Spirit of the Lord, shall transfigure and 
trans£ orm our lives. 

" I HA VE CALLED YOU FRIENDS " 

There was one ·man whom God called "My 
Friend" (Isa. xli. 8), and we should consider this 
unique epithet in the light of our Lord's own 
teaching as to friendship in John xv. I4, IS, 
where He tells His disciples that He now takes 
them into a closer relationship than that of 
servants, and calls them" friends; for all things 
that I have heard of My Father I have made 
known unto you." The "Friend" of Christ is 
the one who is in the secret of the Lord. This 
Divine comment on true friendship throws a 
flood of light upon the scene in Gen. xviii. I7-33, 
where we read : "And Jehovah said, Shall I 
hide from Abraham the thing. which I do." 
God's " Friend " alone knows what God is about 
to do to Sodom. " The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear Him." As the secret as to 
the doom of Sodom is revealed to Abraham, we 
see him as " the Friend of God " in holy con
verse and reverent intercession. May we learn 
the lesson rightly and lay it well to heart. Has 

r42 



ITS PRACTICAL EFFECTS 

the Lord revealed to us what He is about to do ? 
Then this assuredly is a mark of Divine friend
ship, and by this revelation we are called into a 
holy fellowship with God, that we might learn 
to think His thoughts ; and then, like Abraham, 
as Friends of God, give ourselves to humble, 
reverent, yet importunate prayer for those yet 
in the Sodom of to-day. Is our knowledge of the 
imminent return of our Lord drawing our hearts 
into an intimate friendship with our God, and 
causing us to become persistent, reverent inter
cessors? 

THE HEAVENLY VISION 

From the sure Word of Prophecy we know 
with an absolute certainty that there will be a 
glorious fulfilment of that eternal purpose which 
God '' purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord '' ; and 
that what He has purposed, that He will also do : 
for He will work, and who shall hinder it? We 
know that He neither has, nor ever will abdicate 
His Sovereignty ; but that He holds the times 
and the seasons in His own power ; and that 
He works all things after the counsel of His own 
will. There£ ore the believer knows the certainty 
of the promised " coming " and the ultimate 
triumph when God shall "gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth ; even in Him." 
In prophecy we have the programme of the 
Divine purpose'' ordered in all things and sure,'' 
"by the decree of the Most High," "by the 
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determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." 
There£ ore, as the Holy Spirit shows us these 
"things to come," these glories that follow the 

. sufferings of Christ, and we by faith look into 
that "Land of far distances," we can "Behold, 
the King in His beauty ''; and as we thus look 
into that scene of ultimate and eternal glory, we 
can learn to look upon the sordid surroundings of 
this present evil world in their right perspective; 
and our soul can gain a poise and balance that 
shall enable us to estimate rightly the values 
both of reproaches here, and of recompenses 
yonder. 

FAITH, HOPE AND PEACE 

And with this heavenly vision there will come. 
a strengthening of faith. Why did the Lord tell 
His own in John xiv. 29 before it came to pass? 
Was it not that when it did come to pass they 
might believe? And let us note that the pro
phecy here was that the Holy Comforter would 
be sent of the Father in Christ's Name. Now 
the realization of this '' Word of Prophecy,'' thus 
made so sure, should strengthen faith, and give 
assurance of a like fulfilment of the whole 
prophetic Word, enabling faith to substantiate 
the " things hoped for '' and to give evidence of 
"things not s·een ! " And as faith is thus 
strengthened, so will hope abound. The world 
has "no hope," and no certainties before it but 
those of death and judgment. But the sure 
Word of prophecy gives to the believer that 
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"blessed hope" which is centred in the Person 
of the " Lord Jesus Christ our Hope." With 
this assured _prospect the believer can indeed 
" rejoice in hope of the glory of God " ; and 
though still in this world, that "dark place,'' 
he is " n�t in darkness," even when he sees the 
night is darkening round him. He is not 
stumbled at the failure of the world's vain 
plans and efforts, nor dismayed at the rising 
tides of evil. Our Lord Himself plainly foretold 
the attitude that this world would take to Him, 
and to His own ; and this He did in order that 
we might not be stumbled by it : and that, 
though we may have tribulation in the world, 
yet, in Him we might have peace (John xvi. 
1-4, 32, 33).

" W·HAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE?" 

A true spiritual apprehension of some of the 
teaching of the Word of Prophecy concerning 
the Coming of the Lord and the judgments and 
glories that attend and follow it, should not only 
have a steadying, but also a sanctifying effect on 
our heart and life. Each one who truly has this 
hope set on Christ will purify himself even as 
Christ is pure (I John iii. 3). Those who are 
expectantly looking for the Saviour, who recog
nize that '' all these things shall be dissolved'' ; 
and who, "according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness'': should indeed be marked by 
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" all holy conversation and .godliness ; " and by 
diligence that they might be found of their Lord 
in peace, without spot and blameless. Like 
Isaiah, who, when he saw Christ's glory, "spake 
of Him," so they, too, beholding the glory of 
their coming Lord, will bear witness with much 
assurance to the Gospel of His glory and of His 
grace ; and, knowing also " the terror of the 
Lord,'' they will, with all possible earnestness, 
seek to persuade men to flee from the wrath to 
come. And so much the more as they see the 
Day approaching will they seek fellowship with 
.other believers, and exhort one another to have 
girded loins, and lights burning, and to be. as 
men that wait .for their Lord. 

Thus we see that if we have a true spiritual 
enlightening as to our Lord's imminent coming, 
that this should lead us into a deep personal and 
practical acquaintance with our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

And that, as by the Holy Spirit we are led 
into a knowledge of the secrets of the Lord 
concerning things to come, this holy friendship 
with God should lead us to become reverent 
intercessors for souls in this doomed world; 
and grateful worshippers as we learn more of 
what we have been rescued out of and saved 
from, and what.by grace we are destined for. 

It will also give us such a sense of the 
Sovereignty of God, and of the consequent 
certainty of the ultimate triumph and glory of 
God and of His Christ, that we shall see the 
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passing things of this world in a new perspective 
and proportion ; and make our estimates and 
calculations as to values accordingly. 

With this absolute assurance of the fulfilment 
of the Divine prophetic programme, and as the 
soul learns to rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
faith should be strengthened, hope should 
abound, and peace should fill the heart ; and 

· thus steadied, and strengthened, and- cheered
by the blessed hope, we should be kept from
stumbling at the grievous developments of evil
in the world, and of apostasy in the professing
Church.

And this certain expectancy of God's Son from
heaven will lead in a path of practical holiness,
of vital godliness, and of earnest effort if by any
means some may be rescued from this present evil
world, and helped to live as those who are just
waiting for their Lord to come.
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CONCLUSION 

Bv W. R. LEWIS 

" THE grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints" 
(Rev. xxii. 21 (R.V.)). 

This is the concluding word of the Oracles of 
God, the final message of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Here seems to be revealed the ultimate 
purpose of these Divine communications. It is 
in the con£ ormity of the redeemed to Himself 
that the Redeemer will see of the travail of His 
soul and will be satisfied; then it is that the 
Divine purpose will find its everlasting fulfil
ment. 

In the Gospel of John there is revealed how 
the saints may become, by faith in Christ, 
sharers of His life, His peace, His joy, His 
rejection, His home, His glory. In the Epistles 
of John it is shown that, just as we grow like 
those with whom we associate and come to learn 
their ways of thinking, so if we are His friends 
-and it is He who calls those such who have
sympathy with His purposes and have a personal
interest in His plans (John xv. 15)-we can,
here and now, more and more, share His mind,
catch His tones, learn His unselfish ways and
carry with us, unmistakably, the dignity and
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grace of such a Friendship (1 John i. 1-4). "As 
He is, so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 17). 

Lastly, in the Revelation given to John, 
there are unfolded the final scenes of this 
world's history in the victory of the will of 
God over every opposing element through the 
authority given to the Lamb. Then, when all 
the judgments have done their work, when 
eternal peace prevails and when everything in 
His vast temple tells forth His glory, upon all 
His saints will rest the grace of Christ. Each 
one of the redeemed will then show forth un
dimmed the excellencies of Him who has called 
them "out of darkness into His marvellous 
light." "We shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him even as He is.'' 

To find each hope of glory gained
Fulfilled each precious word ; 

And fully all to have attained 
The image of our Lord I 

For this we're pressing onward still, 
And in this hope would be 

More subject to the Father's will, 
E'en now much more like Thee. 

Everyone ·that hath this hope set on Him 
purifieth himself even as He is pure ( 1 John 
iii. 2-3 (R.V:.)). Growth in acquaintance with
the details of the prophetic future, and with the
purposes of God, unfolded for faith's vision, is to
be accompanied by a corresponding growth in
the grace of the Lord Jesus (2 Pet. iii. 18 (R.V.)).
Other knowledge only puffs up and leads to vain
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imaginations, but the knowledge of Hi� leads 
to humility of mind. 

" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty 
might become rich" (2 Cor. viii. g (R.V.)). 
Only He knows what voluntary poverty· in its 
utmost depths can mean. He had never before 
experienced in His own Person acquaintance 
with grief, never had known what it was to have 
nowhere to lay His head, never had known 
reproach and shame, never had been assaulted 
by .the tempter, never had drunk the bitter cup. 
All things were His, yet He retained nothing, 
that He might share with us all He has to give. 
His was no mere outward poverty. His incon
ceivable abasement consisted in this, that He 
became flesh and tabernacled among us, that He 
took the form of a servant by becoming in the 
likeness of men, that He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient unto death, yea, the death of 
the Cross (Phil. ii. 5-8). There never was 
poverty like this, and all endured that others 
might be enriched. 

It was to man in the eternal counsels that 
dominion had been given (Gen. i. 28 ; Heb. ii. 5). 
But the first man-only a figure of Him who was 
to come-soon forfeited everything that God 
placed in his hands. He and all his race became 
"children of disobedience." -Then, in the fulfil
ment of the purpose of God, the Kinsman
Redeemer stoops into the place of death, yea, 
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the death of the Cross, that He might make 
propitiation for sins, be victorious over death 
and Hades, and, taking up that which had been 
lost,. more than restore that which He took not 
away. Thus, in the Son of Man (Rev. i. 13)
the second Man-God's purpose in man finds its 
infinite and eternal fulfilment. In Him all 
things will yet be headed up in the ultimate 
victory of God over evil. 

Adam was created in the image of God after 
His likeness. · He was, for a little while, the 
visible representation of the Invisible in per£ ect 
moral correspondence with His Creator. As far 
as we lmow, manhood is the only suitable 
vehicle for the display of the moral perfections 
of Deity. The Incarnation involved no change in 
those mysterious inner relations of the Godhead 
which had existed eternally ; but only when He 
who had always been the Word became flesh, 
it would seem, could the moral glory of God
hood be adequately revealed (John i. 14). 
Further, it is in Christ alone that we see, in 
perfect form, manhood in the Divine intent, so 
that He alone can express the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily, together with true manhood in 
perfection. Pure and spotless manhood is in 
Jesus-and nine times in the Revelation do we 
find this human Name in connection with 
testimony-the visible witness and manifesta
tion of the glory of the Lord. His Manhood 
was not a mere vestment, hiding for a while the 
glory of God. He was not God enshrined or 
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concealed in flesh, but "God manifest in flesh" 
( r Tim. iii. r6). 

It is the Divine intention that the redeemed 
shall be conformed to the image of His Son. 
Human dominion, hitherto, even at its best, has 
had, in its self-will and selfishness, to be por
trayed by God as bestial in its character 
(Dan. vii. 3; Rev. xiii. r). But in the Kingdom 
of the Son of Man, dominion will be seen for the 
first time as truly human. All the subjects of 
the King will then bear the likeness of the King. 
The Father's will will then be done on earth, 
even as it is done in heaven. Self-will will be 
altogether absent and the will of God supreme. 
The empires of the world will then have dis
appeared as completely as the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floor is carried away by the 
wind (Dan. ii. 35). The records of their rise and 
fall will be no more of any interest. All things 
will be made new, and to the will of God every
thing will be conformed. Nothing, then, but what 
is of Christ will be found in the redeemed creation, 
for Christ will be " all and in all" (Col. iii. II). 

When John took the opened book from the 
Angel's hand it was in his mouth sweet as honey, 
but when he had eaten it his belly was bitter 
(Rev. x. Io). If God enables us to enter into 
His thoughts and purposes it is to lead us to 
self-judgment. We shall be discovering and 
judging in ourselves those principles of evil 
which will yet find their full exhibition in the 
king who will do '' according to his own will '' 
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(Dan. xi. 36). What are " plagues " in relation 
to Egypt are " signs " in relation to the people 
of God. They constitute a course of moral 
instruction before they come to pass, and issue 
in the deliverance of a groaning creation from 
the evil thus judged. The searching messages of 
Rev. ii. and iii. constitute a Divine preparation 
for our reception of the visions and signs that 
follow. What will yet come under God's un
sparing judgment must be refined from His 
people now, so that nothing may be left that is 
unsuitable for the inheritance of saints and that 
does not accord with the will of God. For this 
purpose judgment begins at the house of God 
(r Pet. iv. r7). 

God grant that the grace of the Lord Jesus 
may, indeed, be with us, and that, as we near 
o.ur eternal home, the beauty of the Lord our 
God may be more and more upon us. 

'' No word from God shall be void of power '' 
(Luke i. 37 (R.V.)). He who said "Let there be 
light, and there was light," still speaks the 
creative word, so that we are without excuse. 
That grace can be ours if, unresistingly, humbly 
and obediently and without reserves, we let Him 
do with us and in us what pleases Him. 

There is a day that comes apace, 
Long looked for by the blood-washed race, 

That ends their earthly story ; 
Their last day here of toil and strait, 
Whose sunset finds them at the gate, 

That very gate of glory. 
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What could we wish that day to be, 
Whose nightfall brings with certainty 

The close of time's brief measure; 
Oh I nothing better could we ask, 
Than grace to fill our last day's task 

Entirely for His pleasure. 
GEO. CUTTING. 
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