


.. 

lJade in Great Britain. 
(Printed at Publiahers own Works at Kilmarnock). 



(]ompaqion }Jool(s 

to 

"�'1• j9ccepted ,i171e.,, 
Uniform in Size and Binding. 

Editors:-
Wm. Hoste, B.A., and R. :McElheran. 

SALVATION 
AND HOW TO POSSESS IT. 

Fifteen chapten by well-known writers, 
simply and clearly stating how a person 

can be saved and know it. 
Cloth, 2/- net. 

THE GREAT SACRIFICE, 

Or what the Death of Christ has 
wrought. Fifteen of the foremost 
Gospel writers of to-day tell of the 
Triumphs of Calvary and the blessings 
it has brought. Cloth Boards, 2/- net. 

JOHN RITCHIE, Ltd.. Publishers 
Kilmarnock, Scotland. 



·FOREWORD.

T
HE object of this book is to place before the reader

two tremendous possibilities, fraught with in
finite issues, eternal salvation or eternal perdition. 
The former is possible by the grace of God; the latter 
by man's capacity to refuse that grace. When man 
fell from God by disobedience, he could as easily have 
created a universe, as get back by his own efforts. 

But "what was impossible with man was possible 
with God," but in one way only. The eternal Son 
must "become flesh," and "by the Eternal Spirit offer 
Himself without spot to God." This He did. "Christ 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God" ( 1 Peter 3. 18). 

The Gospel now proclaims forgiveness, reconcilia
tion and access to God by the death and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. But is then every man 
saved? Is there no condition to be fulfilled in order 
to benefit by this great salvation? There is, but of the 
simplest. Supposing a feast had been prepared and 
the guests invited. Would it be considered an oppres
sive or prohibitive condition, that each guest, in order 
to benefit by the rich provision, should want the food 
and eat it? 

What then are the conditions man must fulfill in 
order to be saved? "Repentance toward God "-he 
must acknowledge, as a guilty sinner, his need of 
Christ, and "faith in our Lord I esus Christ," he must 
trust Him as Saviour. 

Come then, dear reader, and partake, for all things 
are now ready ! 

The Editors are glad to be able to bring out this 
the fifth volume of their series of gospel testimonies, 
and, while heartily thanking contributors for their 
valued help, pray that God's blessing may rest on this 
effort, to the glory of His name and the good of souls. 

July 4th, 1929. 
R. McELHERAN.
W. HOSTE.



Salvation's day is now, 
And now just means to-day, 

Think! think! 0, think of this; 
Now is Salvation's day. 

Salvation's day will end, 
Its end might come to-day, 

Haste! haste! no time to waste, 
Its end might come to-day. 

Salvation's day if missed, 
Your soul will surely be 

Lost! lost! for ever lost, 
Through all Eternity! 

/ 

R. McE.
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THE WAY TO HEAVEN. 

BY JORN RITCHIE. 

"EVERYBODY here should know the way to 
heaven," said a visitor from afar, as he stood 

on the market-place of his native town, looking at the 
spires of the various churches and chapels, ·which had 
multiplied greatly since the years of his boyhood there. 

"There are so many beliefs and so many Religions, 
that one scarcely knows what is right," said his old
time school-mate. 

"The Bible is aye the same, George, and no matter 
what changes come among us men, or how many 
different religions arise, the Book of God which tells 
God's one way to Heaven, is the same now as it was 
when God gave it. This may be an old-fashioned 
belief, but I hold that God ought to know best the 
right way to His own Heaven, and if He has told 
in His Word what that way is, then nobody has any 
right to question it, and certainly not to deny it, or. 
to make another in its stead." 

"Very true, James, when one thinks of it in that 
way. I believe if that were better known than it is, 
there would be fewer difficulties about the Way to 
Heaven with most of us." 

There is one way to Heaven, ONLY ONE. God 
has planned it, provided it, and told us in His Book 
what and where it is. Nobody has any right to make 
other ways. God alone has the right to say how men 
are to get to Heaven, after earthly life is past, and 
what preparations they are to make for being there. 

It is a great mercy that God has not left these 
things for us to decide, or for any Church or Religion 
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to determine, but Iias taken the whole matter into 
His own hands, making it known in a simplicity and 
with a certainty that no one-not even the least among 
men-need miss or make any mistake about it. 

Reader, do you wish to go to Heaven? Do you 
know the way there? There are many ways that look 
like the right one, and commend themselves to wise 
and clever men, but God has warned us that "there 
is a Way that seemeth right unto man, but the end 
thereof are the .ways of death." (Pro. 14. 12). �e
ware ! that you are not misled in this matter. Your 
eternal destiny depends on taking the right road. You 
need not expect to find yourself in Heaven at the 
close of earthly life, if you walk while you are living 
here, on the way that leads to Hell, and ends in it. 
Nor can you revise your choice, or repent the wrong 
of it, when your earthly life is past. The great 
decision, the one supreme life-choice, is made here 
and now, while "THE DAY OF SALVATION" is 
with you, while the Gospel of God, the Good News 
of a present, free and assured salvation, is made 
known to you, and the Door is wide open to admit 
you to enter on its possession, assurance and enjoy-
ment to-day. 

Give me your attention then, for a few minutes, 
while I seek in simplicity and plai�ness, to set before
you what I have learned from the Book of God, of 
the Way to Heaven, and what I have as a sinner 
saved by grace, for fifty full years experienced, of 
the blessedness of having God's salvation in possess
ion, and His holy Heaven in prospect. 

ONLY ONE DooR. 

The Son of God told the people when He lived here 
in our world: "I am the Door, by Me if any man 
enter in he shall be saved" (John 10. 9). Christ 
Himself is THE DOOR, through which if "any man" 
enter he shall be SAVED. That se�ms simple enough. 
Yet a great many wise men say, "Nobody can know" 
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whether they are saved or not, "until the day of 
Judgment." Who am I to believe? The Son of God, 
who knew all things, or my fell ow-man who knows 
no more than I do about eternal things, save wba.5 
the Bible teaches? All sorts of doors have been in 
vented, and set up in front of God's One Door. 
Some say you enter by baptism, and that all the 
baptized are "inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven." 
But the Bible says nothing of the kind. Others ask 
us to "join the Church," as if it were the Ark of 
Salvation. But God says it is as sinners-not as saints 
-that we are to be saved. And He tells us that it
was to "save sinners" that Christ Jesus "came into
the world" (1 Tim. 1. 15). A great many think that
He came to "help to save," and that we must "do our
part." This is not the Gospel, but a mystification of
it. If men could have saved or helped to save them
selves, Christ need not have been sent as the Saviour.
And if there is anything le£ t undone, to procure the
salvation that men need, He could not have said, as
He did on the Cross be£ ore He died "IT IS
FINISHED." There is nothing to be done to pro
cure salvation, nothing to be paid to obtain an en
trance. You have simply to "enter in"-that is, to
appropriate the Saviour whom God has provided, and
whom His Word sets forth as "THE DOOR"-this
is what is meant by entering in-and just as surely
as the Lord Himself has said it, he who does enter,
"shall be saved"-here and now.

A man in the city of Edinburgh, wlio was very 
religious but had never "entered in" through Christ, 
went to a meeting where a faithful preacher preached 
from the words "I am the Door." He found out that 
he had been seeking to enter by other means than 
Christ. When he reached home that night, he said, 
"I've got it now, Mary, but all these years, I have 
been seeking to enter in by the wrong door." Just so. 
There are many like him. Is the reader one of them? 
There are many open doors-doors of morality, re-
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formation, education, temperance, religion, and what 
not, but not one of them is God's own appointed 
DOOR through which a sinner must enter, the one 
Name in which he must trust, the only Saviour ap- _ 
pointed by God to save sinners, is Christ, and it is 
by faith in Him alone that sinners "must be saved" 
(Acts 4. 12). 

THE CROSS THE TRUE STARTING PLACE. 

It is when a man is done with himself, and all that 
he can be or do, .and when he casts himself wholly 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, relying on His finished 
work on the cross, in a PERSON AL FAITH, that he 
is freed from sin's penalty and power. The night on 
which the Israelites sprinkled the blood of the slain 
lamb on their doorposts, they ·were safe from judg
ment and that night they started for Caanan. The 
Cross of Christ, and a personal appropriation of His 
blood shed, saves the sinner, and sets him on the Way 
to Heaven. The Word assures him of it. 

This is the true starting-point of Christian life, the 
real beginning of spiritual existence. There may have 
been religion before, but religion does not save. Christ 
alone is the sinner's Saviour, "Christ Crucified" the 
true object of faith. A personal faith in Him is God's 
one way of Salvation. There is not, nor ever will be 
another. 

SINS FORGIVEN AND FORGOTTEN. 

The moment an anxious sinner looks by faith to 
the Saviour, believing in Him, relying on Him as 
personal Redeemer and Saviour, all his sins "are for
given for His Name's sake" (1 John 2. 12). And 
these sins are so completely put away from before God, 
that He says He will remember them "no more" (Heb. 
10. 17). His Word is, "I have blotted out as a thick
cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins, re
turn unto Me, for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. 44. 22).
And faith takes God at His word, believing what He
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says, without sign or feeling, as "Abraham believed 
God, and it ,vas counted unto him for righteousness" 
(Rom. 4. 3). The Devil, our great accuser, seeks to 
bring up sins of the past, and by means of their re
membrance to cause the one who has "trusted in 
Christ" (Eph. 1. 13) to doubt his salvation, and ques
tion his forgiveness. But he can be met and defeated 
in this, by a straight answer from the Word of God. 

Martin Luther, shortly after his conversion to God, 
was tempted to doubt if he was really forgiven, when 
happy feelings were lacking. And when he gave 
place to these doubts, the adversary raised as many 
more, until he went back to the Word of God, from 
which at first he received assurance of his salvation, 
and laying his finger on the verse that gave him the 
"knowledge of salvation," by the remission of his sins 
(Luke 1, 77), he would say aloud, "I know I am 
saved, and that my sins are forgiven, for God says 
it." Then when Satan came raising the question, "Do 
you feel your sins are forgiven to-day," Martin Luther's 
answer was, "No, but I KNOW they are, because God 
says it in His Word." This is the true remedy for 
doubts of all kinds. Meet them with a "Thus saith 
the Lord." Two lads in a Clyde Shipbuilding Yard 
had been converted, and were happy in the knowledge 
of the forgiveness of their sins, as all true believers 
ought to be. But, after a time, one lost his joy, and 
in a measure his assurance of salvation. Meeting his 
companion he asked, ''Do you ever doubt, Jamie?" 
to which the lad replied, "I used to doubt sometimes. 
Th.en I started to sing, to drive the tempter away. 
But he got accustomed to that, and then he would not 
go, but continued to raise all sorts of questions about 
my salvation. I soon saw that I was no match for 
him with any arguments of mine. So I just took him 
to the Book, and gave him texts like John 3. 16., and 
chapters 5. 24 and 6. 37 that gave me assurance at 
first." And the lad's face beamed with joy as he 
whispered into his companion's ear, "And he couldna' 
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stand that at a', but went slouching away. If you 
want to drive off the Devil when he comes with his 
doubts and evil suggestions, try him wi' a text Jamie. 
A text from God's Book is the thing for him." 

It is not frames or feeling that give assurance, but 
the Word of God. So, 

Be my feelings, what they will, 
Jesus is my Saviour still. 

PEACE WITH Gon. 

A result of being cleared from all guilt and pro
nounced righteous before God-"justified from all 
things," as Acts 13. 39 has it-is, that the believing 
soul has "peace with God" (Rom. 5. 1). Peace is not 
a feeling, but fact, which abides the same under all 
conditions. Peace was made by "the blood of the 
Cross" (Col. 1. 20), and, being the result of a perfect 
and unchanging work, it is ever the same. It cannot 
be shaken, nor can it be undone. It is firm as a rock. 

It is when the soul rests trustfully on Christ, His 
work and His Word, that peace "flows as a river," 
and the believer is "filled with all joy and peace in 
believing" (Rom. 15. 13). It is no Gospel at all to 
tell a sinner to "make his peace with God." Peace has 
been already made. It was procured at the Cross, it 
;s proclaimed in the Gospel, i!_.,is possessed and en
joyed in the believing soul. 

If the reader is one seeking peace with God by 
means of his own efforts, by working up experiences, 
by attending to religious duties, or through any other 
means, let him cease his efforts, look away from him
self altogether,. and find in the finished ,vork of Cal
vary, the once offered and eternally accepted sacrifice 
of Christ, the true ground of peace. Dr. Bonar's 
hymn puts it very simply and sweetly :-

"I hear the words of love, 
I gaze upon the blood 

I see the mighty sacrifice 
And I HAVE peace with God." 



YOUR PERSONAL SALVATION. 

BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. Of which salv�tion the prophets have 
enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you: searching 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it· testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto us they did 
minister the things, which are now reported unto 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to look in to" ( 1 
Peter· 1. 9-12). 

T
HIS Scripture teaches us that the prophets of old,

who spoke by the power of the Holy Spiri� 
testified concerning the same SALVATION which has 
been reported to us by the apostles as actually accom
plished. There has been no new salvation ; there has 
been a change in the messengers, but they have all 
spoken of one thing; and, though their tidings have 
been more clearly understood in these latter days, the 
substance of the GOOD NEWS is still the same. 
The Old Testament and the New are one, inspired by 
the same Spirit, and filled with the same subject, 
namely, the promised Messiah. The prophets foretold 
what the Apostles reported. The seers looked forward 
and the evangelists look backward, their eyes met at 
one place ; they see eye to eye, and both behold the 
cross. 

I shall aim at commending the salvation of God to 
15 
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those of you who possess it, that you may be the more 
grateful for your choice inheritance; and still more 
shall I labour to commend it to those who possess it 
not, that having some idea of the greatness of its value 
they may be stirred up to seek it for themselves. Ah, 
my unsaved reader, how great is your loss in missing 
the SALVATION OF GOD! "How shall you escape 
if you neglect so great salvation?" 0 that you might 
be rescued from such folly! 

IT IS A SALVATION OF GRACE. 

Let me urge you to give earnest heed to the salvation 
of God, because it is a SALVATION OF GRACE. 
The tenth verse says "of which salvation the prophets 
have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied 
of the grace that should come unto you." Salvation 
is altogether of grace, grace which comes from God 
in His mercy to man in his helplessness. The gospel 
does not come to you asking something of you, but its 
hands are laden with gifts more precious than gold, 
which it freely bestows upon all those who will receive 
it. It comes to us, not as a reward for the obedi�nt 
and deserving, but as a merciful boon for the dis
obedient and undeserving. It treats with us, not upon 
the ground of justice, but upon terms of mercy. It 
asks no price and exacts no purchase·; it comes as a 
benefactor, not as a judge. 

Why, methinks every man who hears this GOOD 
NEWS should open both his ears, that he may not lose 
a word. Yes, and he should open his heart, too; for 
salvation by grace is most suitable to all men, and they 
need it greatly. Only give intimation that goods are 
to be had gratis, and your shop will be besieged with 
customers. Those who want us to notice their wares 
are often crafty enough to put at the head of their 
advertisement what is not true, "To be given away." 
But salvation's grand advertisement is true; salvation 
is everything for nothing; pardon free, Christ free, 
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heaven free. "Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price." Our good Physician has 
none but gratis patients. Since the boons which the 
God of all grace grants to sinf:ul men are beyond all 
price, He does not barter and chaffer with them, but 
makes His blessings free as air. I am sure that if you 
feel yourselves to be guilty, the very idea of being 
saved by grace will have a charm for you. To a 
thirsty man the sound of a rippling stream is music, 
and to a convinced conscience free pardon is as rivers 
of water in the wilderness. Oh, that all the world 
would listen when we have such a message to tell. 

IT IS NOT OBTAINED BY WORKS. 

Again, your closest attention may well be asked to 
the salvation of God when you are told in the text 
that it is by FAITH. ccReceiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls." Salvation is 
not obtained by works, pain£ ul and humiliating ; nor 
by despondency and despair ; nor by any effort, mental 
or spiritual, involving a purchase by labour and pain; 
but entirely alone by FAITH, or trust,· in the Lord 
Jesus. Do not ask-is it so, that salvation is by be
lieving, simply believing? Such is the statement of 
the Word of God. We proclaim it upon the warrant 
of infallible Scripture. "All that believe are justified 
from all things from which they could not be justified 
by the law of Moses." "Whoso�ver believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ born of God." "Whosoever be
lieveth on Him is not condemned." "He that believeth 
on Him HATH EVERLASTING LIFE." Now, it 
is singularly foolish that men should cavil at this which 
ought to please them. The very simplicity of faith 
they cavil at. What, shall it be so, that the gospel 
shall be regarded as too easy a thing? Will men 
quarrel with mercy for being too generous to them? 
If there be a condition, is it wisdom on our part to 
contend with God because that condition seems to be 
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too slight? What would you have for a condition? 
Would you have it proclaimed that men must be saved 
by works? Which among you would then be saved? 
Your works are imperfect and full of evil. The law 
cannot justify you, it condemns ·you. As long as you 
are under the law hath not the Holy Spirit declared 
that you are under the curse? Ought ye not, ye sons 
of men, to bless God that Salvation is of Faith that 
it might be by Grace, and that it might be possible to 
you, and sure to all the seed? Salvation by faith thus 
sets an open door before those whom the law shuts 
out; it is in every way adapted to the case of the 
guilty and fall en, and such characters should hasten 
to accept salvation thus presented to them. 0 my 
God, how is it that this message does not at once 
arouse all that hear it to an eager acceptance of Thy 
salvation? 0 that the Spirit of God would make 
these appeals power£ ul with you ! 

IT HAS ENGROSSED THE THOUGHTS OF PROPHETS. 

The gospel of salvation ought to be regarded by you 
for it has engrossed the thoughts of prophets. The 
text says, "of which salvation the prophets have en
quired and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you." Those great 
men, the choice spirits of the ages which they adorned, 
were delighted to preach of this salvation as a blessing 
to be hereafter revealed. They did not themselves 
altogether understand what they were called to reveal, 
for the Holy Spirit often carried them beyond them
selves and made them utter more than they under
stood. Unto them it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto us, they did minister the things 
of God. They lighted lamps which shine for future 
ages; they told of a Christ who was actually to come 
in the latter-days, to work out His redemption after 
they had all died in faith without a sight of His actual 
coming. You and I live in the light of a finished 
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salvation. God has appeared in human flesh ; Christ 
has borne the guilt of man; His atonement is com
pleted. Jesus has risen from the dead and gone into 
the glory, pleading for believers. Surely that which 
prophets thought it worth their while to study by 
night and by day, though they knew that they should 
never see it, ought to be thought worthy of the devout 
attention of those immediately concerned in it. If 
the whole goodly fellowship of the prophets lived and 
died to study and foretell the GREAT SALVATION, 
we ought to give more earnest heed to it. If they 
pointed us to the LAMB OF GOD, and according to 
the best of their light foretold the coming of the Re
deemer, then woe unto us if we trifle with heaven's 
message, and cast its blessings behind our backs. By 
all the prophets whom the Lord has sent, I beseech 
you, give His salvation a hearty welcome, and rejoice 
that you have lived to see it. 

APOSTLES TESTIFY OF THIS SALVATION. 

Furthermore, when prophecy had ceased, the Holy 
Spirit came upon another set of men of whom the 
text speaks. Peter says of these things, that they 
"are now reported unto you by them that have preach
ed the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven." The apostles followed the prophets 
in testifying to this salvation, and with the apostles 
there was an honourable fellowship of earnest evan
gelists and preachers. I will not stay to point out 
to you the admirable character of these men, but I 
would beg you to observe that, having seen Christ 
Jesus for themselves personally, they were not de
ceived. Many of them had eaten and drank with 
Him : all the apostles had done so : they had been 
with Him in familiar intercourse, and they were reso
lute in bearing witness that they had seen Him after 
He had risen from the dead. These men spake with 
the accent of conviction. If they were duped, there 



20 THE ACCEPTED TIME. 

certainly never ·was another instance of such persons, 
and so many of them, being so utterly deluded. They 
continued throughout all their lives to bear hardships 
and to endure reproaches for the sake of bearing 
witness to what they had seen and heard, and all the 
apostles but one died a martyr's deat)i rather than 
allow· the slightest suspicion to be cast upon the truth 
of their report. The text says that they reported these 
things when they preached· the gospel with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven. I see them going 
everywhere preaching the word, dressed in no robes 
but those of poverty, having no distinctions but those 
of shame and suffering, no power but that of the Holy 
Spirit. I hear them fearlessly lifting up their voices 
among a ·warrior population, or gently testifying in 
peace£ ul homes : they evangelize the open country, 
they instruct the capitol itself, Gesar's household hears 
of them. I see them far a\.vay among the Parthians 
and Scythians, telling the barbarians that there is sal
vation, and that Jesus has accomplished it. With 
equal joy I see them telling cultured Greeks that God 
was in Christ, a man among men, and that the in
carnate God died in man's stead that believing men 
might be delivered from the wrath of God, and from 
the plague of sin. These noble bearers of glad tidings 
continued to report this salvation till they had finished 
their missions and their lives, and therefore I feel that 
for us in ,these times to trifle with God's ,vord, and 
give a deaf ear to the invitations of the gospel, is an 
insult to their honoured memories. You martyr them 
a second time by contemptuously neglecting what they 
died to hand to you. From the dead they bear witness 
against you, and when they rise again they will sit 
with their Lord to judge you. 

THE ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK INTO. 

Nor have we merely prophets and apostles looking 
on with wonder, but our text says, "Which things the 
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angels desire to look into." We know very little of• 
these heavenly beings: we know, however, that they 
are pure spirits, and that the elect angels have not 
fallen into sin. . These beings are not concerned in the 
atonement of Christ so far as it is a ransom for sin, 
seeing they have never transgressed : they may, how
ever, derive some advantage from His death, but of 
that we cannot now speak particularly. They take 
such an interest in us, their fellow creatures, that they 
have an intense wish to know all the mysteries of our 
salvation. They were pictured, you know, upon the 
ark of the covenant, as standing upon the mercy-seat, 
and looking down upon it with steady gaze. Perhaps 
Peter was thinking of this holy imagery. They stand 
intently gazing into the marvel of Propitiation by 
blood. Can you quite see the beauty of this spectacle? 
If we knew that a door was opened in heaven, would 
not men be anxious to look in and see heaven's won
ders; but the case is here reversed, for we see a 
window opened towards this fallen world, anci heaven
ly beings looking qown upon the earth, as if heaven, 
itself had no such object of attraction as Christ and 
His Salvation. Now, think you if these glorious spirits 
who needed not to be redeemed, yet intently gaze upon 
the Redeemer, should not we also desire to look into 
the mysteries of His death? 0 men and women, is 
it notfiing to you that the Son of God should give 
His life a ransom for many? If these spotless ones 
marvel at that sacred bath of blood by ·which sin is 
washed away, will not you, who are covered ·with 
defilement, stop a while to see the Lord whose flowing 
veins afford such purging? Methinks, if I saw an 
angel intently gazing upon any object, if I were a 
passer by, I should stop and look too. Have you never 
noticed in the streets that if one person stands still, 
and looks up, or is occupied with gazing into a shop 
window, others become curious and look also? I 
would enlist that f acuity of curiosity which is within 
every man, and prompt you to search with the angels 
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as they pry into the underlying meaning of the £act 
and doctrine of atonement. They stand at the cross
£ oot ravished, astounded : yea, all heaven to this day 
has never ceased its amazement at the dying Son of 
God, made sin for men, and will none of you spare 
an hour to look this way and see your best friend? 
Shall it be that time out of mind ·we must talk of 
Christ to deaf ears, and speak to our fellow men about 
the grace which is brought unto them, to find that they 

.. treat it as an old wives' £able, or a story with which 
they have nothing to do? Ah, my careless reader, I 
wish you were in my plight as I was in once, when 
I was burdened with a sense of my transgressions. 
If you felt as I did, you would catch at that word 
"grace" right eagerly, and be delighted with the 
promise made to "faith." You would make up your 
mind that if prophets searched out Salvation, if 
apostles reported it, if angels longed to know it, you 
yourself would find it, or perish in searching after it. 
Do you forget that you must have eternal life, or you 
are undone for ever? Do not trifle with your eternal 
interests ! Prophets, apostles, angels, all beckon you 
to seek the Lord. Awake, thou that sleepest. Arise, 
0 sluggish soul ! A thousand voices call thee to bestir 
thyself, and receive the Salvation which has come unto 
thee. 

We have gone a long way with this text, rising step 
by step. We have stood where angels gaze; now be
hold another wonder : we rise beyond them to the 
angels' Master. CHRIST IS THE SUBSTANCE 
OF THIS SALVATION. For what saith the text? 
The prophets spake "be£ orehand of the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory that should follow." Ah, there 
is the point. To save men Jesus suffered. The man
hood ( and the Godhead) of Christ endured anguish 
inconceivable. All through His life our Lord was 
"a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief." The 
sufferings of His life must never be forgotten, but 
they were consummated by the agonies of His death. 
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There was never such a death. Physically, it was 
equal in pain to the suffering of any of the martyrs ; 
but its peculiarity of excessive grief did not· ne in 
His bodily sufferings : His soul-sufferings were the 
soul of His sufferings. Martyrs are sustained by the 
presence of their God, but Jesus cried, "My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" That cry never 
came up from the stakes of Smithfield, or from the 
agonies of the Spanish auto-da-f e, for God was with 
His witnesses : but he was not with Christ. Here was 
the depth of His woe. Now, I pray you, if you will 
manifest some sign of thought and softness, remember 
that the Son of God became a man that He might 
suffer to the death for men, it is hard that men should 
turn deaf ears to the SALVATION which He accom
plished. I hear from His cross His sad complaint, 
"Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and 
see if there was ever sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
which is done unto me." Oh, if you are born of 
woman, and have a heart that has any flesh about it, 
think well of the SALVATION, "the grace, which is 
brought unto you," by the sufferings of the Son of 
God. 



THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL. 

BY ALEX. MARSHALL • 
• 

I
N the apostle Paul's first epistle to Timothy he de

clares that he was· "put in trust with the Gospel" 
(1 Tim. 1.11), and we know from various Scriptures 
how ardently he sought to discharge his obligations. 
The Proclamation of the Gospel was not optional with 
him, it was obligatory. In writing to the believers at 
Corinth he says, "Though I preach the gospel I have 
nothing to glory of, for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea; woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel" ( 1 
Cor. 9. 16). To make known the gospel of the grace 
of God was the chief business of the apostle's life. 
At the time he wrote his epistles Rome was the 
mistress of the known ,vorld. She had conquered 
nations by force of arms, and- ruled over millions of 
unwilling subjects. The gospel of _Christ had accom
plished what Rome was unable to do. It had subdued 
and won stubborn and rebellious hearts, and made 
them willing subjects, and he longed to have the op
portunity and privilege of proclaiming it to the citizens 
of the great metropolis. In his letter to the believers 
in Rome he said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of Go·d unto salvation to 
every one that believeth" (Rom. 1. 16). This power 
was abundantly manifest in the effects it produced. 
When one believed the gospel he was delivered from 
the penalty and power of sin, and became a new crea
ture in Christ Jesus. Man has his humanizing agencies 
and activities to raise the fallen. God has one power 
by which He rescues the perishing from the bondage 
and slavery of sin and satan, and that is the gospel. 
It is said that Islam (Mohammedanism) can only 
thrive where the Palm tree grows. It is different with 
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God's glorious gospel. It transforms all that believe 
it, whoever, or whatever they are, or have been. The 
gospel is glad tidings of great joy: It is good news 
from God-our best and dearest Friend. It is not a 
theory of human invention, nor a story spun out of 
man's imagination, but a proclamation of God's deep 
and untiring interest in the welfare of the creatures 

. which His hands have made. It is said that the late 
Lord Tennyson when staying with an old friend in 
Lincolnshire, asked her what was the news of the day. 
The reply was given in a familiar text of Scripture:
"This is a faithful s-aying and worthy of all acceptation 
that Christ Jesus came' into the world to save sinners" 
(1 Tim. 1. 15). The Poet Laureate replied :-"That 
is old news; that is new news; that is good news." 

The gospel story is old, yet ever new-
And those who know it best 

Seem hungering and. thirsting 
To hear it like the rest. 

THE APOSTLE PAUL' s SPECIAL REVELATION OF THE

GOSPEL. 

In his epistle to the Galatian Christians he tells them 
that the Lord had given him a special revelation of the 
gospel. He says : "I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1. 11-
12). Some however sought to pervert the Gospel 
�hich the apostle preached, as many do to-day, and
he spoke strongly and sharply on the subject. This
is what he says-"Though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you let him be accursed"
(ver. 8).

THE APOSTLE' s DEFINITION OF THE Gos PEL.

In 1 Cor. 15. 1-4 we have an inspired definition of 
the Gospel. "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
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the gospel which I preached unto you, which also you 
have received, wherein ye stand, by which also ye are 
saved .. . . .  For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to· the Scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that He rose again, the third day according 
to the Scriptures." He reiterates the gospel which he 
preached to them when they were unbelievers, and by 
believing which they were saved. "But the apostle was 
writing to Corinthian believers" says one. True, but 
he is repeating the Gospel he proclaimed to them when 
they were "children of wrath," by believing which they 
became "children of God." When Paul preached to 
his unsaved congregation at Corinth, an� told them 
that ''Christ died for our sins" he meant yours and 
mine. It was true, therefore that Christ died for their 
sins, whether they believed it or not, because it was 
the gospel of Christ and the Lord Jesus commanded 
his disciples to preach it to "every creature" (Mark 
16. 15). The Revised Version adds after the ,vords
"by which ye are saved," "I make known, I say, in
what words I preached it unto you." The apostle gives
us the very words that he employed in proclaiming the
good news of the Gospel to the unsaved Corinthians,
by believing which they became disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
· Christ's death on our behalf has made a complete

atonement of sin. God is satisfied with the "finished" 
work of Christ, and He desires that we should be 
satisfied with that which satisfies Him; Christ "gave 
Himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2. 6), and on the 
ground of that "ransom." 

Salvation, full, at highest cost 
Is offered free to all. 

An acquaintance of mine who had been an uncon
verted church member for many years, was awakened 
by the Holy Spirit to an apprehension of his guilt and 
danger. Happening to pick up a gospel tract he read 
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these words, "The gospel does not bring us a work to

do but a word to believe about a work done." In a 
moment he saw the soul-saving truth of the gospel 
and turning to his wife said "Dear me, Annie, I see 
it all. I have been working at the keyhole, and the 
door has been open all the time! My fifty years of 
profession goes for nothing and I get salvation through 
simply accepting Christ." 

Christ died "and was buried." His burial proves 
that death had taken place. "He rose again the third 
day." His resurrection attested the fact that God 
had accepted his sacrificial work. The law had been 
magnified, justice had been satisfied, and God had been 
glorified. A Christian worker was distributing tracts 
in a country town. As he went f ram door to door with 
the silent messengers in his hand he gave one to a 
young woman, at the same time remarking, "What a 
blessed thing it is that Jesus died, and that His precious 
blood cleanses from all sin." An old woman in the 
house on hearing his observation, replied "I lmow 
something better than that." "Do you?" enquired the 
tract distributer. "I know that he is risen again. If, 
He were dead how could I know that God accepted 
Him? And how should I know my sins were gone? 
Now that He has risen, God has accepted Him. My 
sins are all gone for ever, and He is my righteousness 
up there." The glorious fact that Christ is risen 
proves that God is satisfied with what Christ did for 
me and I can truthfully say "God is satisfied, God is 
glorified, God is satisfied, and so am I." 

EPITOMES OF THE GOSPEL. 

In some Scriptures we have epitomes of the Gospel 
in its various aspects. In putting them together we 
have a clear and complete statement of it. In each of 
the passages a part is expressed, but the whole is 
implied. Amongst such Scriptures we would mention 
the following :-"For when we were yet without 
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strength in due time Christ died for the ungodly" 
(Romans 5. 6). "God commendeth His love toward 
us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us'' (Romans 5. 8). "Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God'? ( l Peter 3. 18). "Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 
1. 29). "He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Hiniself' (Hebrews 9. 26). "Christ gave Himself
a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2. 6). Christ has· so "put
away sin" that God can righteously pardon, and
justify, the vilest offender on the face of the earth
who believes His gospel. How are the blessings of
pardon, rest, and peace to be obtained? By believing
the "good news" regarding Christ and His glorious
atonement. Let us look at several Scriptures on the
point: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder
ness,' even so much the son of man be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life" (John 3. 14-15). As the bitten Israelite
looked to the uplifted serpent on the pole and was
healed, so the sin-bitten reader who looks to, or be
lieves in Christ, who was "lifted up," for his sins on
Calvary's Cross will obtain eternal life, as a free gift,
and a present possession. "For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son,-that who
so.ever believeth in Him. should not perish, but have
everlasting life" (John 3. 16). The unsaved reader
may put himself in the word "world," and read the
Scriptures thus-"God so loved me that He gave His
only begotten Son for me that if I believe in Him
that He groaned and suffered and died for 1ne I shall
not perish but have everlasting life." By taking God
at His word you will be enabled to say truth£ ully
"God loved, God gave, I believe, and I'm saved."

WRONG V1Ews OF THE GosPEL. 

Many who know that they have never been "born 
again" stoutly affirm that they believe the Gospel. 
Numbers of Christian parents say that their iencon-
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verted children believe it. And so do Sunday School 
teachers of their unsaved scholars. The reason given 
why such are not Christians is this that they are un
willing to surrender their hearts and wills to Christ. 
The real reason why they don't accept of Christ as • 
their Saviour and Lord, is this, they don't know God 
as He is revealed in the Gospel. If they but knew 
Him they would love and serve Him. "This is life 
eternal that they might know thee the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent" (John 17. 3). 
It is life eternal to know God as He is manifested at 
Calvary. One may know much about God and yet be 
utterly ignorant of what His death accomplished for 
them. "They that know thy name will put their trust 
in thee" (Psalm. 9. 10). In Scripture the name of God 
stands for His character, and if the unsaved but knew 
Him as a just God and a Saviour revealed in the 
gospel they· could not help trusting Him. Preachers 
may discourse about the gospel without· presenting it 
clearly, and siniply. One might expatiate on the fall 
and ruin of man, of sin's vileness and offensiveness 
without a word of Gospel, and some would call it a 
"gospel address." Much might be said of the nature, 
necessity, and means of regeneration, without any 
reference to the truth that regenerates. An evangelist 
may give an eloquent exposition of the simplicity and 
sublimity of the Gospel without making clear what 
the Gospel really is. 

The gospel is a gospel of facts-not reasonings. The 
gospel, strictly speaking, is not an invitation. It is 
good news about a work done for sinners before they 
were born. Telling the perishing to come ta Christ, 
to believe on Christ, to decide for Christ is not preach
ing the gospel. The gospel does not tell the unsaved 
what they have to do. IT IS GOOD NEWS ABOUT A WORK

DONE FOR THEM. The gospel is not an off er. Some 
preachers in appealing to their hearers say "I offer 
you Christ" or "I offer you eternal life." God has not 
put Christ, or eternal life, in our keeping. God has 
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given Christ to the world. "For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son" (John 3. 
16). In Christ there is peace, pardon, and eternal life. 
We would also say that an "offer" is not so free as 
a "gift." An offer often depends on conditions. The 
gospel of God's matchless grace is free to all. If you 
gave me a sovereign to give to someone, I would not 
say "I offer it to you," or "I give it to you," I tell 
him you gave it to me that I might give it to him. 
In an "offer" there is a sort of license to accept or 
reject. Man's condemning sin is the neglecting or re
jection of God's "great salvation." He that believeth 
not is condemned already because he hath not BELIEVED 
IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SoN OF Goo." 
(John 3. 18). Unbelief is the crowning, the condem
ing, sin, of the sinner. 

VARIOUS NAMES OF THE Gos PEL. 
1. In (Romans 1. 16) it is called "THE GosPEL" the

Revised Version omitting the words "of Christ." 
"The gospel" in contrast to gospels that were then, and 
are now, preached by others. 

2. In (Romans 1. 1) the apostle speaks of himself
as a "servant of Jesus Christ, an apostle by calling, 
and separated unto the GosPEL OF Goo." The gospel 
is from God, and speaks of God. Every river has its 
source and it may be difficult to trace the source of 
some of them. But there is no difficulty in tracing 
the source of the gospel. God the Father planned it; 
God the Son executed it; and God the Holy Spirit 
applies it. The gospel is the revelation of God's un
measured wealth of love, to a guilty world. The 
heavens declare the glory of God, but the Cross of 
Calvary reveals His matchless grace. Christ did not 
come to extort a pardon from the hand of an unfor
giving God. It was God's great heart of love that 
sought a channel through which His pent up love 
might flow. He found it in the Cross of Christ our 
Lord. ''God was in· Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses itnto them,, and 
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hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us; we pray in Christ's stead 
be ye reconciled to God.· For He hath made Him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. S. 19-21). 
Think of God's love for you, oh, unsaved friend. God 
is even now beseeching you to be reconciled to Him. 
What wondrous condescension ! What peerless love ! 
"As though God did beseech you by us, we pray you 
in Christ's stead be. ye reconciled to God." And the 
basis of it all is the glorious fact that He Who knew 
no sin was 1nade sin for us." In one sense He knew 
more of sin's malignity, enormity and vileness than all 
created intelligences. In another sense He "knew no 
sin," He "did no sin," and "in Him was no sin." God 
treated Christ as if He were sin personified, that you 
and I might be reconciled to Him, that we might be 
clothed with divine righteousness, divinely glorious, 
divinely perfect, and divinely fair. 

3. It is called the GOSPEL OF PEACE (Romans 10. 15).
The unsaved are under the bondage of sin, death, and 
judgment. When their eyes are opened by the Holy 
Spirit to see their guilt and danger, they are afraid of 
God, and well they may. But a gospel of peace tells 
them of One Who "made peace by the blood of His 
Cross" (Col. 1. 20). Of the Lord Jesus Christ the 
believer can say "Who (Christ) was delivered for our 
offences and raised again for our justification: there
fore being justified by faith we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ'' (Rom. 4. 25; 5. 1). 
Some talk of making their peace with God. It is too 
late in the day to speak of "making peace with God," 
seeing it was "made" by Christ more than 1800 years 
ago. 

4. "THE GosPEL OF THE GRACE OF Goo." (Acts 20.
24). The Apostle Paul speaks of the gospel as "The 
Gospel of the Grace of God." This is the most com
prehensive of all definitions of the gospel. Grace is 
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the free, unmerited, favour of God to sinners. This 
is the "day of grace." "Grace reigns through righte
ousness unto eternal life" (Rom. 5. 21), not at the 
expense of righteousness, but t/iro·ugh righteousness. 
Calvary proclaims that God is light and God is love. 
The Cross reveals the fact that God is a just God and 
a Saviour. All who believe the glorious Gospel are 
"justified freely by His grace" (Rom. 3. 24). 

5. THE GosPEL OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST (2Cor. 4.4,
R. v. ). The gospel is not only good news concerning
Christ crucified, but of Christ glorified. In the early
days of Christianity much was made of Christ's resur
rection. Peter in his address at Pentecost, after charg
ing the Jews with the crucifi."C.ion of Christ added,
"Who1n God hath raised i,p" (Acts 2. 24); in verse 24
of same chapter he adds, "This Jesus hath God raised
up"; in chapter 3. verse 15, "Ye killed the Prince of
Life, wh01n God hath raised froni the dead." Through
faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ we are saved
from sin's penalty, and by looking off unto Jesus in
His resurrection glory we are saved from sin's power.

6. "THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF THE BLESSED
Goo" (1 Tim. 1.11, R.v.). The glory of God is His 
character, and the gospel is a perfect revelation of it. 
The Apostle Paul gloried in the fact that he was not 
ashamed of the gospel of God, and one reason he gives 
for not being ashamed of it is this-"for therein is" 
the righteousness of God revealed (Rom. 1. 17). The 
gospel upholds the righteousness as well as the law of 
God. In the law, God demands obedience and pro
nounces a penalty on disobedience. In the gospel, 
Christ "magnified the law and made it honourable." 
The gospel, is the most wondrous of all God's mani
festations. 

WHY SO FE\V BELIEVE THE GosPEL. 

The Lord Jesus says, "Strait is the gate and narro,v 
is the way that leadeth to life, and few there be that 
find it." (Matt. 7. 14). Why is it that so few enter 
the strait gate by believing the gospel? Because it is 

hidden. Hidden by whom? By Satan the arch-enemy 
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of God and man. God's Word says, "The God of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ who 
is the i1nage of God, should shine unto them," (2 Cor. 
4. 4). That explains _1nuch. Satan is represented as
"the Prince of this world." He has many veils by
which he hinders men and women from seeing their
guilt and danger, and receiving the gospel.

One of his most attractive veils has this inscription 
on it : GOLD. On it are marked houses, shops, lands, 
goods, farms, stocks, shares, etc. God's holy Word 
declares that "The love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil" ( 1 Tim. 6. 10). "What shall it profit a man 
if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?11 (Mark 8. 36). 

On another veil we read BUSINESS. Some are bus
iness blind. They are absorbed with business, morning 
noon and night. No time to read the Bible, or pray, 
or think of God and eternity. "Business must be 
attended to," they say. By and bye when they have 
more leisure, they mean to attend to their soul's wel
fare. God's holy Word says, "Seek ye first the King
dom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added." (Matt. 6. 33). 

Another veil is called PLEASURE. On it we see 
the picture house, the theatre, music hall, dancing 
room, etc. When the gospel is pressed upon pleasure
seekers, they ask themselves "How could we possibly 
give up the things we love so dearly?" You are not 
asked to give up anything in order to· beco11ie a Christ
ian, you must be a receiver ere you can be an accept
able giver. Receive-not "give up." Why not now 
as you read these lines, receive Christ as your Saviour, 
by believing on Him, "Who loved you and gave him
self for you." 

Harken to God's glorious declaration, "Verily, verily 
I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth 
him that that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh 
not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into 
Jife." (John 5. 24, R.v.). 



SALVATION, WHAT IS IT? 
' 

BY JOHN DICKIE. 

Abridged from "More Words of Faith, Hope, and Love," published 
by S. W. Partridge & Co., 809 Paternoster Row, London. 

F
REE salvation seems t� be confounded in these

days by not a few with EASY salvation. God 
be thanked for making salvation so perfectly FREE, 
for how otherwise could it ever be obtained by crea
tures like us, "dead in trespasses and sins"? But 
we shall mistake the whole matter, if we think of 
God's salvation as being easy because it is free. Noth
ing indeed is so easily got, since the God who delight
eth in mercy refuses it to no honest seeker; but at 
the same time, nothing is so hard as truly, in the 
fullest sense, to take and enjoy this great salvation; 
because the enjoyment of it involves the sacrifice 
of all which man, as fallen and therefore rebellious, 
cares to possess. 

But He who accomplished the mighty work for sin
ners on the cross, is now carrying it forward to 
completion on the throne ; and though we may not 
trace His working, He is administering His universal 
providence over earth in the highest interests of His 
own kingdom and people. 

How very encouraging yet how very testing are 
the words that the apostle uses, when he speaks of 
this salvation free and full which God has provided 
for ALL, in Titus 2. 11-14. At what cost has it been 
provided, the Son of God having to give Himself 
for us. But what, according to this passage, really 
constitutes the salvation which was procured at such 
a price? He did all this in order "that He might 
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redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works." This was 
Christ's object in dying, this is what He means by 
salvation. Hence the Gospel word that brings it to 
us, teaches us "that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world, looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Now is this what is commonly understood by "Sal
vation"? I know it is by some, but is it not sometimes 
limited to a deliverance merely from wrath to come? 
Of course Christ does this too; but Christ's end was 
to "save His people from their SINS" (Matt. 1. 21); 
and he that is not, in the prevailing tenor of his spirit, 
saved from the sins in which he once lay dead (Eph. 
2. 1), shall find at last to his dismay, that neither is
he saved from hell.

How one-sided is much of the gospel preaching 
of the days in which we live. There is nothing that 
men so love to hear as "Peace, peace," whether there 
be solid grounds for peace or not. They are all ear 
on this side of the head ; but on the other side-the 
side at which God speaks of His claims, telling that 
life in Christ is to be enjoyed only as we die to self
men are deaf enough. And because of this there is 
nothing so easy or so pleasant as to preach the same 
"Peace, peace," and to get poor sinners to believe 
it. It has become a popular doctrine, and is the high
way to success in preaching, as things are too often 
judged. But our sole path of safety lies in our being 
led, step by step, by that most holy and loving Lord, 
who is able to keep that which we have committed to 
Him (2 Tim. 1. 12) ; and who will guide His o,vn, 
through Satan's wiles, snares, and misleading attrac
tions, which are so cunningly set forth, that if it were 
possible they would deceive the very elect (Matt. 24. 
24). 

The way to heaven is just as straight and narrow 
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now as ever it was ; so let us beware of the false 
gospels, and easy methods of salvation, which abound 
everywhere. In Jeremiah's day, a time as now of 
great religious activity, all the prophets but Himself 
healed the hurt of the people slightly, and preached 
"Peace, peace," when there was no peace at all. (J er. 
6. 13, 14). So is it in our own day, for neither then
nor now can men be persuaded that the gate to Ii£ e
is straight, and the way narrow. Only think of it,
how that just after the great revival of religion under
king Josiah, with Jerusalem full of religious men,
the Lord tells the prophet that if He could find in
the great city ONE SINGLE MAN who was not
self-deceived, He ·would, for that man's sake, spare
the whole place (J er. 5. 1, etc.). How such startling
words make one tighten his grip on the hand of the
blessed Saviour, in Whom alone is there any hope
for us.

We are apt to forget that the Devil can be very 
religious, and t�at in a land like ours he works as 
ruinously in the form of an angel of light, as he does 
by tempting to coarse wickedness. His religious de
lusions are attractive and plausible. But God preserves 
His own. 

Let me repeat it. The salvation which the Lord 
Jesus and His apostles preached was anything rather 
than easy. It was easy enough to get, for God gives 
readily; but .it was and is hard -to take; for he who 
takes it must deny self, which is very hard, and must 
take up his cross and follow Jesus (Luke 9. 23). God's 
way to heaven is very narrow; so that no feet but the 
feet of faith can tread therein, that faith which is His 
o'wn gift (Eph. 2. 8), which is the operation of God 
in the soul ( Col. 2. 12) ; that faith which is afraid of 
nothing so much as sin, and hungers for nothing so 
much as God's presence; that faith which, abhorring 
the fallen self-life, goes forward leaning in utter weak
ness on the Beloved, trusting Him entirely, forsaking 
all at His bidding, but finding more than all in Him. 
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In this way it journeys on in peace and perfect safety. 
Christ is everything to it-EVERYTHING. Not 
something, not much, not even very much, but ALL 
(Col. 3. 11). 

With this stedfast confidence in Him, we shall 
neither desire a sudden death, nor seek exemption from 
it; but we shall desire and pray for perfect readiness, 
whenever and however the Lord may call. We shall 
be able to say with dear old Isaac Watts, "I bless God 
that I can lie down with comfort at night, not being 
anxious whether I shall wake in this world or in the 
other." 

While Death has solemn lessons for us, as to the 
utter vanity of the world's things, and the enormity 
of sin as God looks on it; it also s\veetly reminds us 
of the love of Jesus, who for our sakes became 
obedient unto death. Long ago, when I used to be 
often beside the dying, as I watched their last strug
gles, these lessons, especially the last of them, were 
burned in on my heart. We die, because we cannot 
escape it; but He was born· just that He might die 
furm. 

Among my many mercies, one has been that God 
has never permitted me to forget death. I have come 
to feel as if intimately familiar with it, as if it were 
a companion, a friend, and not the King of Terrors 
at all. What an immeasurable difference there is be
tween the death of a Christian, and that of the unfor
given ; between death as administered by the gentle 
hands of the loving Saviour (1 Thess. 4. 14), and 
death as administered by the Devil (Heb. 2. 14). 

I have often considered ·with joy and wonder those 
strong words in 2 Tim. 1. 10, "Who hath abolished 
death," that is, put it out of existence altogether. Yes, 
dear friend, for the Christian there is now no longer 
any death; and it is because our faith is so very feeble 
that many of us are still in fear of it. To the Christ
less it is the sum of all horrors, but to the man in 
Christ it is the bringer of inconceivable blessedness. 





MAN AFTER DEATH. :t.

BY CHARLES CLAYTON, M.A.

. 

"MAN GIVETH UP THE GHOST, AND 
WHERE IS HE?" (Job 14. 10). The 

question is a very brief one, and the answer 
may be a brief one too. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of Man, " bowed His head 
and gave up the ghost." Where is He? The 
Scripture answers, at the right band of God in heaven. 
Stephen saw Him there. John saw Him there. God's 
servant Abraham also "gave up the ghost, and died 
in a good old age." Where is he? In heaven with 
the Christ whose "day " he saw, and was glad. Of 
Isaac too, it is said, "he gave up the ghost .... old, and 
full of days "; and of Jacob, "he gathered up his feet 
into the bed, and yielded up the ghost." Where are 
they? Both, we are sure, are in heaven. For of these 
three sons of men, our Lord Himself, who knows the 
final condition of all mankind, has said, "Ye shall see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God." 

But we may reply more at large to the question, 
"man giveth up the ghost, and where is he." And 
our first reply is :-

HE IS STILL ON EARTH AS TO HIS INFLUENCE. 

A man's influence for good or evil long survives 
the time of his departure. It is like the stone which 
has been cast into a sheet of water, and which sends 
out circle after circle round the spot where it fell, 
until at length those circles are seen moving on the 
very water edge. The full amount of good or evil 
which anyone effects will not be ascertained till the 

• Abridged from " Cambridge Sermons," First Series, published by
Seeley, Jackson, and HaUiday. 
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end of the world. Does not this fact clothe our pre
sent actions with deepest responsibility? How anxious 
we should be that; after we shall be gathered to our 
last resting-places, the influence we once exercised 
upon earth, may still go on produci'.ng the best, and 
not the worst results. 

The godly father's sayings are remembered long 
after that father's soul has entered the eternal world. 
The Christian mother's example is not forgotten, al
though years may have elapsed since she was sum
moned to her rest. On the other hand, the same is 
true of the conduct of the ungodly. That drunkard's 
noisy song, that jester's obscene wit, that scoffer's pro
fane remark, still. fester in the memory of the hearer, 
although those who uttered them may long since have 
been called to their account. We see there£ ore tJiat 
when "man dieth and wasteth away," and ·the inquiry
is made, "Where is he," one reply is, "He is still upon 
earth as to his influence." 

But we have a second answer to give, and this is it: 

HE IS IN THE GRAVE AS TO HIS BODY. 
' 

In this respect all things come alike to all. As is 
the saint so is the sinner. The grave is "the 'house

appointed for all living." There the rich and the poor, 
the saved and the unsaved meet together. Their dust 
mingles. David, the man after God's own heart, came 
in due season to his sepulchre ; and so did king Ahab, 
who had sold himself to work wickedness. Indeed, 
as it is in their life, so it is of ten in their death. In 
life the wicked may prosper, while the righteous are 
of ten times poor and afflicted. So at the close of their 
earthly existence, some of God's choicest saints have 
received no honour in their death, but the reverse; 
whereas some of His open enemies have had every
ceremonial, and pompous funeral solemnities. The 
body of the careless rich man, mentioned �n Luke's 
Gospel, was, doubtless, thus buried, whereas no record 
whatever is made of the funeral of Lazarus. 
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But it matters little how our lifeless remains are 
buried. What should stir us is the difference in ulti
mate prospect for the bodies of those who have died 
in the Lord, and of those who have perished in their 
sins. Concerning the body of the departed believer, 
it may be declared that it is not dead but sleeping. It 
sleeps in Jesus, and those bodies that sleep in Jesus, 
Jesus will wake again. The grave is merely their 
"sleeping-place," and from that sleeping-place they 
will come forth in the morning, the resurrection morn
ing. They will come forth apparelled in comeliness 

· never known before, fashioned like the glorious body
of Christ Himself.

But what of the bodies of those who have died out
of Christ? To them the grave is,' as it were, a prison,
in which they are kept confined till the judge shall
come to pronounce their eternal doom.

There is however a third reply to our question,
" Where is he?" and here it is :-

HE IS IN ETERNITY AS TO HIS SOUL. 

Man has a soul as well as a body. At death these 
for a season separate. The body returns to its native 
dust ; the soul returns to God who gave it. When 
therefore the moment arrives for man to give up the 
ghost, where is he? His pale body we may see; but 
his soul, where is that? It still lives in eternity. 
Time has been described as the porch of eternity. We 
do not really enter a building, until we have passed 
through the porch. And we do not really begin to 
live, till we have passed through. this present life. 
While here we are but on the threshold of our being. 
This short and uncertain life over, eternity begins. 

How important is this consideration, both to the 
believer, and to the unconverted sinner. As for the 
former, this lifetime is the only opportunity afforded 
him, after his own soul is safe in Christ, to do what 
he can for the souls of others. Hence the urgent ad
monition, "Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do, do 

D 
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it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor wisdom, nor knowledge, in the grave, whither thou 
goest." And hence the warning of our Lord, "The 
night cometh when no man can work." 

But if the grave is spoken of as "night" to the 
Christian, oh, what a night it is to the sinner. Oppor
tunities as to his soul's salvation are all past. Good 
resolutions for the future, promises of amendment, 
intentions of turning to the Lord, will then be unavail
ing and too late. God the Father will have ceased to 
spare; God the Son will have ceased to plead; God 
the Spirit will pave ceased to strive. Tlie day of ac
ceptance will have for ever ended; and the door of 
mercy will be f pr ever shut. The tree will have fall en,

and as it falls it must lie. Iri other words, as death 
leaves you so judgment will find you. 

And this brings us to a fourth a11-d last reply to the 
question, "Man dieth, and wasteth away, yea man 
giveth up the ghost, and where is he? 

HE IS IN EITHER HEAVEN OR HELL AS TO HIS STATE. 

My dear reader, what a solemn thought this is. We 
meet to-day a friend in the public street, we inquire 
after his health, or exchange a few remarks with him. 
To-morrow we find that he is dead, that he has given 
up the ghost. And it is well for us to ask, "Where is 
he." One thing is certain, that however much \Ve may 
stand in doubt, there is now no doubt to the one who 
has gone. As soon as the breath quitted his nostrils, 
and his heart's blood ceased to flow, his soul was 
either with his Saviour, or amid the torments of the 
lost. 

About this there need be no speculation. The Lord 
Jesus in Luke 16. 19-31 shows us plainly that the 
saved, when they die, are carried by the angels to 
glory and happiness; while the unconverted at once 
Jift up their eyes in hell, never to escape from that 
frightful place of torment. 

Such then is the fourfold answer which may be 
given to the question, "Man giveth up the ghost, and 
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where is he." But let me add, by way of application, 
a few ·remarks. Many questions from time to time 
agitate our minds, but how trifling and frivolous they 
all are, compared with this one. David tells us that 
he would neither give sleep to his eyes nor slumber to 
his eyelids, until he would find a suitable resting place 
for God's ark; and one would imagine that you, whose 
soul is in danger of everlasting woe, would never be 
bold enough to commit yourself at night into the arms 
of sleep, lest you should awake in hell. If you die 
in your sins, what maddening self-reproach will tor
ment you, for mercy slighted and grace neglected. 
Those of your . friends who lrnow nothing of God's 
salvation themselves, may take it for granted that your 
soul is safe, and count anyone very uncharitable who 
doubts the £act. But it will matter little to you, what 
men may be saying on earth as to your character and 
end. The five brothers of the rich man in all likelihood 
spoke of him as a kind friend, a good neighbour, and 
an excellent member of society. But where in the 
meantime was that rich man's soul? "In hell .... in 
torments," we are told. And what were his feelings 
towards these five brothers of his, who were probably 
sounding his praises._ "Father Abraham," said he, 
"send Lazarus to my father's house, ... . that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also coine into this place 
of torment." 

Ah, reader, if that thin partition which separates 
this world from the world of spirits could be taken 
down for a moment; and you were allowed to catch 
the sounds which proceed from· those for ever lost; 
what a warning it would be to you to "make your 
calling and election sure," before your soul is required, 
and your day of grace ended. 

"Beware there£ ore lest that come upon you, which 
is spoken of in the prophets, Behold ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish ; for I work a work in your days, 
a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man 
declare ic unto you" (Acts 13. 40, 41). 



A GROUNDLESS HOPE. 

BY w. HOSTE, B.A. 

"Lord are there few that be saved?"-Luke 13. 23.

U
NIVERSALISM answers, on the contrary, ALL

including the devil and his angels, will sooner 
or later be saved, restored to God's favour and enjoy 
eternal blessing. This doctrine does not generally 
deny all future punishment, but only its penal and 
unending character: it can only, it is argued be 
remedial and temporary, otherwise God's love, and 
His ability to govern the Universe would be com
promised. But does the fact that there are convicts 
serving life-sentences at Portland prove that the King's 
government has failed? No, rather the exact opposite. 
It only proves that the convicts have failed. 

No doubt the universalist conception is very seduc
tive to the natural mind. It paints God as the kind 
Universal Father, only intent on making everybody 
happy; and relieves the uneasy conscience of the dread 
spectre of an irrevocable judgment. 

But doctrines however agreeable, if not based on 
God's word, are deceptive and dangerous. These not 
only ignore the claims of God's holiness and fly in 
the £ace of our Lord's plain statements, but clash with 
the facts of life ; for the world, in spite of God's 
love and power, is undeniably full of sorrow and· suf- _ 
fering, and it would be hard to prove that this is only 

44 



A GROUNDLESS HOPE. 45 

remedial. The question is, did God, when He con
ferred on angels and men the gift of moral freedom 
undertake to make everything come right in the end, 
whether they used it well or ill? On the contrary 
He solemnly warned men (and by inference angels) 
of the immediate and terrible consequences of dis
obedience. "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die," and offered no hope whatever in 
case of disobedience. The angels that sinned did so in 
full light of heaven and no atonement has been pro
vided for them (Heb. 2. 16 R.v.) (Matt. 25. 41) : 
with man the case was different, and God in grace 
came in with the promise of a Deliverer: otherwise 
the whole race must have perished, without hope. But 
what is there to shew that for those who refuse to 
avail themselves of the divine remedy, the effect of 
sin will ever pass away? God would have made them 
vessels of mercy to display His grace; they have fitted 
themselves to be vessels of wrath to display His judg
ment. An endless hell will not compromise God's love, 
f oi:- He has given full proof of this at infinite cost by 
the gift of His Son, as a ransom for all, "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son." 
Must He give a further proof by stultifying His holy 
claims and saving even those who spurn His gift? 
Were this possible, the first were needless. Really 
"Restorationism" sets aside the three great factors in 
the one and only salvation provided for. man-Christ's 
Atoning Blood, the· Father's saving grace, and the 
Spirit's santcifying power-and substitutes the flames 
of a man-invented purgatory, which can never take 
away sin. How hell is going to produce in the lost, 
loving submission to God and fitness for heaven, ,vhen 
His grace and goodness have failed to do so, is left 
an unsolved puzzle. Sin stereotypes itself : character 
tends to permanency; the soul in it's opposition to God 
gets fixed even in this life,· like clay in the kiln. 
Habits gather power and volume as they go, and the 
time comes when "he that is unjust must be unjust 
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still, and he that is filthy be filthy still." Water would 
sooner run up Niagara, than evil persevered in rise 
to good. The Lord's words to certain religious sinners 
of His day seemed to seal their doom. "Ye shall die 
in your sins : whither I go, ye cannot come"· (John 8. 
21). To the objection that an endless hell would in
volve endless sinning, the reply is that though hell will 
be the abode of impenitent sinners, it will no! be a
place of sinning. The will to sin will be present but 
riot the power. It would be a very defective system 
which allowed convicts to practise the very sins, for 
which they were being punished. .But God may cause 
even the fearful necessity of hell to work to some 
salutary end. Those who perished in the flood and 
in the overthrow of the Cities of the plain have served 
ever since as an example to others (2 Peter 2. 4, 5 ; Jude 7), so the eternal judgment of the impenitent 
may serve as a factor in the moral staoility of the 
Universe. Could all rebels be restored to blessing 
apart from atonement and repentance, what would 
prevent yet another rebellion breaking out at some 
future epoch of eternity, when the present tragedy had 
sunk into oblivion? Experience, expedience and revel
ation cry out against this delusive theory. Now we 
may ask 

DID OT.JR LoRD TEACH ANY FUTURE PROBATION? 

Had the vindication of God's love demanded this, 
would not our Lord have put it beyond question. None 
spoke so clearly as He of eternal life, through faith 
in Himself, none so clearly of the perdition of the 
unbeliever : where did He give one hint of "another 
chance" in a future state? Are His words, taken only 
from on: gospe!, i� harmony with such a thought? 
Fear Him, which 1s able to destroy both soul arid 

body in hell" (Matt. 10. 28). "The ·son of Man ...• 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Chap. 13. 42). "It 
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is better for thee to enter into life, halt or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast 
into everlasting fire"* (Chap. 18. 9). "Depart ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels .... and these shall go .away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life everlasting" 
(Chap. 25. 41, 46). 

Does Christ give any hope in such words of a future 
probation? 

DID OUR LORD TEACH UNIVERSALISM? 

What has already been said negatives this, but we may 
add the following additional proof. When asked by 
one, "Lord, are there few that be saved"? He might 
have set the matter for ever at rest by replying, "Cer
tainly not 'few,' for all will eventually be saved." 
Instead, He urged His hearers to "strive" (lit. agonize) 

· to enter in at the straight gate, for many will seek to
enter in and shall not be able when once the master
of the house has risen up and shut to the door.u (Luke
13. 24, 25). The same gate that shuts in some, will
shut out others, as in the case of the Ark, (Gen. 7. 16)
and the marriage feast (Matt. 25. 10). The many on
the broad way, and the fewt who find 'the narrow, are·

· not travelling to the same destination (See Matt. 7. 13).
We may be sure that wherever God can righteously
apply . to any soul the infinite value of the blood of

' 

• In Mark 10. 43 our Lord adds: "Where their worm dieth not and
the fire is not quenched.'.' This passage is made to refer to dead 
bodies being cast into the fires of the Valley of Hinnom, but if so, 
the argument loses all force, for it would certainly be preferable to 
be cremated with your full complement of limbs, than to suffer 
amputation during life. No educated Jew would confuse Ge-hinnom 
and Ge-henna. ·" There are two palm trees," says the Talmudist, "in 
the Valley (Ge) of Hinnom, between which a smoke ariseth, it is 
the door of Gehenna." 

t Here the Lord is referring to those of responsible state1 without
prejudice to the. multitudes of souls that pass away betore they 
know their right hand from their left, and are therefore not responsible 
to find the_ narrow way. All lost without knowing it by disobedience 
of Adam, all saved without knowing it by the redemptive work of 
Christ. 
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Christ, in whatever nation or dispensation, that soul 
will be brought into eternal blessing, but w·here the 
gospel is preached to responsible hearers, the principle 
holds good, "He that believeth and is baptized, shall 
be saved; He that believeth not, shall be damned." Is 

· there not a dread finality. about such words? Again
He speaks of a great gulf fixed between Paradise
and perdition; the "comforted" and the "tormented,"
which none can pass (Luke 16. 26). Is it not the
merest trifling to hold out the love of God as a
possible ground of future hope to men who refuse it
as a present refuge? Such words as "I also will
laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear
cometh," "Vengeance is mine, I will recompense saith
the Lord," sound the death-call of all such vain hopes.
The Universalist is the wrecker of Humanity; luring
_on sinners with his false hopes to their Eternal doom.

ALLEGED ARGUMENTS FOR UNIVERSALISM. 

To meet the clear statements of Scripture, something 
more is needed than the sentimental reasonings we 
have listened to. Accordingly, phrases, usually taken 
out of their setting, are quoted from the New Testa
ment expressing God's willingness to save all, Christ's 
death for all-e.g. "He gave Himself a ransom for 
all" ; but this is to confuse the potenti�I value of His 
work, with its actual value. It is sufficient for all, 
but only efficient for those who believe. The word 
"All" is often limited by its context. We must ask, 
all of whom? all of what? When we read the words 
"By Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, whether 
things in earth or things in heaven" ( Col. 1. 20), we 
notice a double limitation; it is "things" not "persons." 
Indeed what per.sons in heaven could neea reconciling. 
Again, �'under the earth" i.e. the nether regions, is 
excluded here, though, where subjection is referred 
to as Phil. 2, they are included. This same limitation 
applies to Eph. 1. 16, "that in the dispensation of the 
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fulness of times He might gather together (lit : head 
up) in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth." There is no mention 
of the nether regions, they will be excluded from the 
blessing. Romans 5. 19 is another verse quoted as 
proving the final restoration of all, but it says nothing 
of the kind, "As by one man's disobedience (Adam's 
fall) many were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one (Christ's death) shall many be made righteous." 
As one might say of a wreck "As many were wrecked 
in the ship, so many were saved in the Iif e-boat 
(i.e. all who got in). 

Repentance and ·faith have been insisted on all 
through the Epistle, why divorce them from this verse? 
Again such phrases as "All shall know me from the 
least to the greatest" and "the Restitution of all things" 
are put forth as teaching Universalism, but a ref
erence to Heb. 8 and Acts 3 will shew that the future 
blessing of Israel is in view in both passages. What 
does the phrase the Restitution of all things describe, 
but the antitype of the Day of Jubilee, when every 
Israelite will return to his home and . possessions. 

One more verse which is quoted by Universalists 
may be considered, namely: 1 Cor. 15. 22-28. The 
words "when He shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power" is interpreted as meaning uni
versal reconciliation to Him, but surely the true mean
ing is given in verse 25 ; these enemies are "put under 
His feet" or "destroyed" like death in verse 26 for 
that is the word translated "put down" in verse 24. 
Crushing as a footstool beneath the feet would be 
a strange ·way of expressing "reconciliation." It was 
not thus the father received the prodigal, but with 
embraces. But when Joshua made his captains put 
their feet on the necks of the Amorite Kings, it 
meant their total def eat and doom, and they were all 
hung be£ ore nightfall. 

The events of 1 Cor. 15. 24-28 will take place, not 
at the end of some immense period of time-"The 
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ages of the ages,"* but at the close of the Millennium 
reign when Satan and the wicked dead will be dealt 
with summarily and seriatim. The Day of grace will 
then be passed and nothing but the day of wrath 
remain for the Christ-rejector. 

There are seven Universals in the Scriptures, which 
U niversalists ask us to mistake for an eighth, Universal 
Restoration, which we do not findt We do find. 

1. THE UNIVERSAL CREATORSHIP OF Goo. 
"God who created all things" (Eph. 3. 9). In this 

sense only is the Universal Fatherhood of God true, 
but it must be distinguished from His Fatherhood of 
those who believe in His Son (John 1. 12 ; and 1 John 
3. 1). In this sense His tender mercies are over all
His works. He is the Saviour and preserver of all
men, specially of them that believe. If "Saviour"
were intended in the Universalist sense why "specially''
of some?

2. UNIVERSAL FALL OF MAN.
"Through one man sin entered into the world and

death through sin and so death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned" (Rom. 5. 12. R.v.). 

3. UNIVERSAL PROPITIATION OF CHRIST.

Christ is the propitiation-£ or the whole world ( 1 
John 2. 2, R.v.). 

The Gospel can now be preached to every creature. 
Salvation is brought within the reach of all. 

Christ is potentially- the light that lighteth every man 

• This r,hrase is the equivalent in the Greek for what we know as
"Eternity' as it's usage shews. Thus it occurs in Gal. 1. S; 1 Tim. 
1. 17; Rev. 1. 5; in ascription of Glory to God; in Rev. 4. 9, 10; 5. 14;
10. 6; of God's existence; in Rev. 1. 21 of the existence of Christ.
Is it &eriously suggested that any distinction is intended between this 
phrase and eterni�? In what other way can the thought of eternity 
be expressed? Interspersed among these occurrences are solemn
phrases descriptive of the fate of the lost, i.q. Rev. 14. 11 ; 19. 3; 
20. 10. What can be logicaHy deduced from this, but that as long
as God is God, so long will His enemies abide under His righteous 
Judgment. So will the cognate phrases "to the age of the age," "to
the age," which can be no more differential, all in their ordinary usage 
than our English phrases, "for ever," "for evermore," "for ever and 
for ever."

t See Prelude on "Eternal Punishment," by the late Joseph Cook
of Boston. 
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(John 1. 9); the Lamb that taketh away the sin of 
the world-( Chap. l. 29) ; the. bread that giveth life 
unto the world (Chap. 6. 33); the drawing power for 
all men, but only actually to those who repent and 
believe the gospel. . ' · 

4. UNIVERSAL GooDWILL OF Goo To MAN.
"God so loved the world," "He will have all men 

to be saved" (1 Tim. 2. 4). "He is not willing that 
any should perish" (2 Pet. 3. 9) ; but to some the Lord 
had to say, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might 
have life" (John 5. 40). 

5. UNIVERSAL WITNESS TO MAN.
God has· not left Himself without a witness (Acts 

14. 17). :No one is left without sufficient light to re
pent,* whether by creation (Rom. 1. 20; 10. 18) ; pro
vidence (Acts 14. 17); conscience (Rom. 2. 14.15); or
the gospel (Mark 16. 11).

6. UNIVERSAL RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD.
Though there will not be a simultaneous resurrec

tion, Rev. 20. 3 shewing that there will be at least a 
thousand years· between the resurrection of the, just 
to Life, and that of the unjust to Judgment. 

7. UNIVERSAL TRIUMPH OF CHRIST.
If not by grace then by power. The Universalists 

ignore this distinction, but when Christ comes in glory, 
it will not be to make peace, but war (2 Thess. 1. 8-9; 
Rev. 19. 11). 

The present-day apostacy has ruled out the doctrine 
of Eternal Punishment as " out of harmony with 
modern thought," as though human fashions could 
affect Divine truths. The unanimous vote of a com
mittee of convicts that life-sentences were unthinkable 
or hanging "contrary to modern thought," would have 
no weight with those who make or administer our 
laws, and far less the pronouncements of ]¥1:odernism 
with the Great Lawgiver. 

The doctrine denied is too terribly in harmony with 
the aggravated character of sin; with judgments in the 
past in the case of flagrant and obstinate sinners; with 
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the plain warnings of Scripture; and not least with 
the remedy provided, the death of the Son of God 
become flesh. If "God spared not His own Son" to 
provide an Atonement for all, how will He spare the 
sinner who spurns His proferred mercy? NOW is 
the accepted time ; now is the day of salvation; he who 
counts on a future chance will find himself one day 
hopelessly disappointed and for ever lost. To the 
Annihilationist it is inconceivable that anyone cast into 
the Lake of fire should survive, to the Universalist it 
is inadmissable that anyone cast in there should not be 
ultim�tely restored to Divine favour. Let these two 
Satanic systems be consumed one of another ! The 
terrific truth remains, like a clear deep river flowing 
between muddy and malarious banks, the eternal pun
ishment of the Christ-rejector. If then my reader 
thou art still a Christ-rejector, cease from this evil 
way. God offers thee Christ as thy Saviour. Receive 
Him, and instead of Eternal Punishment thou shalt 
have Eternal Life. 

7 



A FATAL DELUSION. 

BY J. C. M. DAWSON.

M
EN hold and teach doctrines about man's future,

after the present life has come to a termination, 
that not only have no true Scriptural foundation but 
are also contrary to its explicit teaching. For instance, 
Conditional Immortality (i.e., Eternal Existence is 
conditional on faith in the Lord Jesus Christ), Anni
hilation, Soul-sleeping. In order to be preserved from 
being ensnared by these erroneous doctrines it is absol
utely necessary to know what the Word of God teaches 
about the future existence of men. 

I.-THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE DEAD ARE IN

EXISTENCE. 

(a) "Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died
in a good old age, an old man, and full of years ; and 
was gathered to his people. And his sons Isaac and 
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah" (Gen. 
25. 8, 9). Three things are stated with regard to Abra
ham in this passage of Scripture. First, he gave up
his spirit and died (i.e. James 2. 26) ; second, he (i.e.
his spirit) was gathered to his people (i.e., his disem
bodied spirit joined those of his forefathers); third,
he (i.e, his dead body) was buried by his sons in the
cave of Machpelah. This passage should be compared
with Gen. 35. 29; 49. 33; SO. 13; Deut. 32. 50; 1 Kings
2. 10; 16. 28; 2 Kings 21. 18, when the above distinc
tions will be corroborated. For instance when Jacob
died he was gathered to his people but he was not
buried until some months had elapsed. Consequently
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the gathering to his people has nothing to do with his 
body. Again Moses was gathered to his people, but 
his body was not buried with theirs, for Miriam had 
been buried in the distant desert and Aaron on Mount 
Hor. Manassah also slept with his fathers but he 
was buried in the garden of Uzza. 

(b) "And all his sons and all his daughters rose up
to com£ ort him; but he refused to be com£ orted; and 
he said, �For I will go down into Sheol unto my son 
DJ.OU-rning' " (Gen. 37. 35). Sheol is translated grave 
in this verse in our English version, but this is mani
festly incorrect. Jacob believed Joseph's body had 
been devoured by a wild beast, consequently he could 
not mean that his body would be buried with Joseph's. 
Sheol means the abode of the spirits of men after 
death has taken place, and he meant that his spirit 
would join Joseph's spirit there after his own death 
had taken place. 

( c) "There shall not be found among you . .. .  a
necromancer (i.e., one that consulted the dead)" (Deut. 
18. 10, 11). It is evident from this that the Israeli�es
believed in the real existence of the dead, and their
belief is not declared to be wrong, but· any attempt
to get into touch with them is utterly forbi�den.

(d) "I am the God of thy father., the God of Abra
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (Ex. 
3. 6). Our Lord Jesus in answering the Sadducees
quotes this and adds, "God is not the God of the dead,
but of the living" (Matt. 22. 32). Consequently our
Lord tells us that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were alive
when God spoke those words to Moses out of·the bush.
But as a matter of fact Abraham was dead about 330
years, Isaac 225 and Jacob 200. Therefore these three
were in real existence centuries after death.

( e) "I shall go to him but he shall not return to
me" (2 Sam. 12. 23). David knew his dead son was 
in existence, and that he would go to him at death. 

( f) "And he stretched himself upon the child three
times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, 0 Lord my 
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God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him. 
again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and 
the soul of the child came into him again, and he 
revived" (1 Kings 17. 21, 22). The soul of the dead 
child was in existence. 

(g) "Sheol from beneath is moved for thee to meet
thee at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee, 
even all the chief ones of the earth ; it hath raised up 
f ram their thrones all the kings of the nations. All 
they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also be
come weak as us? Art thou become like unto us? Thy 
· pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the voice of thy
viols : the worm is spread under thee, and the worms
cover thee" (Isa. 14. 9-11). This Scripture states most
definitely that the spirits of the dead in Sheol can speak
and move. (v. also Ezek. 32. 21).

(h) "Fear not him which can kill the body but .can
not kill the soul11 (Matt. 10. 28). Here our Lord ex
pressly teaches that though man can kill the body, the
soul is beyond his reach, and it continues to exist.

(i) "In hell (Hades) he lifted up his eyes being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and <;ool my tongue ;
for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said,
Son, remember, etc." (Luke 16. 23-28). Abraham,
Lazarus and the rich man were all dead, but thfy ,vere
in real existence.

(j) ''Handle Me and see, a spirit hath not flesh_ and
bones such as you see Me have" (Luke 24. 39). Our
Lord's disciples believed that the spirits of men lived
after they left the body at death and they were afraid
that He was only His disembodied spirit. If their
belief had been wrong our Lord would have corrected
it, but He admitted its correctness by saying, "A spirit
hath not flesh and bones such as ye see Me have."

(k) "To-day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise"
(Luke 23. 43). Unless the then dying robber ,vas to



56 THE ACCEPTED TIME. 

be in real existence after death in Paradise this state
ment of our Lord would have been valueless to him.
What our Lord meant by_ to-day is clear from his use 
of the same term in Luke 4. 21 and 19. 9.

(1) "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain"
(Phil. 1. 21). Non-existence could not be gain. 

(m)"The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment unto the day of judgment" (2 Pet. 2. 9, 
R. v.). Since the unrighteous are to be under punish
ment until the judgment day they must be in existence
after death.

IL-THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE DEAD ARE 

CONSCIOUS. 

(a) The dead can speak (Ezek. 32. 21), therefore
they are conscious. 

(b) Dead. Lazarus was comforted and he was cap
able of rendering service to others ; Abraham heard 
and spoke ; the rich man had sight, speech, hearing, 
feelin� and memory (Luke 16. 23-28). They were all 
conscious. 

( c) "I knew a man in Christ about fourteen years
ago ( whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth), such 
an one caught up to -the third heaven. And I knew 
such a man ( whether in the body, or out of the b'ody, 
I cannot tell: God knoweth), how that he was caught 
up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which 
it is not law'ful for a man to utter" (2 Cor. 12. 2-4).
On the occasion that he ref e·rs to, Paul did not kno,v 
whether he was in the body or out of the body, i.e., 
whether he was embodied or disembodied, alive or 
dead, but he was perfectly conscious. If the dead be 
unconscious, Paul would have known that he was in 
the body; since he did not know this there is only one 
possible conclusion to draw, viz., the dead are as con
scious as the living. 

( d) "And when he had opened .the fifth seal, I saw
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under the altar the souls of them that were slain for 
the Word of God, and for the testimony which they 
held-and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How 
long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
And white robes were given unto every _one of· them; 
and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet 
for a little season, until their fellow-servants also and 
their brethren, that should be killed as they ,vere, 
should be fulfilled" (Rev. 6. 9-11). These dead ones 
remembered their experience on earth, and they were 
able to reason, _speak clearly,· and hear words addressed 
to them-in a word they were fully conscious . 

. III.-THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE DEAD WILL EXIST 

FOR EVER. 

(a) "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed ( or blew) into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul" 
(Gen. 2. 7). The Hebrew word for breath in this verse 
is "neshamah." It is God's "neshamah" for we read, 
"There is a spirit in man, and the "neshamah" of the 
Almighty giveth him understanding" (Job 32. 8) : 
"The Spirit of God hath made me, and the "neshamah" 
of the Almighty hatfi given.me life" (Job 33. 4) : "The 
"neshamah" of man is the candle of Jehovah, search
ing all the inward parts of the belly" (Prov. 20. 27) . 

.J • The Israelite� were commanded to slay in Canaan all

that had "neshamah" (Deut. 20. 16), but to take the
cattle for a prey (Josh. 8. 2)-i.e., the cattle had not
"neshamah." Again all that had "neshamah" were
slain (Josh. 11. 11), but all the cattle were spared
(Josh. 11. 14). The "neshamah" that man possesses
is a Divine emanation; and gives him not only life but
also_ light and understanding, thus making him an
accountable being. The "neshamah" belongs to the
Eternal God, but it has been imparted to man, and,
since he lives as the result of this impartation, he must
exist eternally.

E 

... 
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"And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both 
of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every 
man : all in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of 
all that was in the dry land died" (Gen. 7. 21, 22). 
This passage seems to teach that animals have "nes
hamah," but Scripture never contradicts itself, and the 
passages cited above show that they have not. Hebrew 
scholars have pointed out that this seeming contradic
tion is due to a mistake in punctuation-there should 
be a full stop after "every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth" (v. 21) instead of a comma, and the 
remaining words would then read as a separate sen
tence-" And all men, all in whose nostrils was the 
"neshamah" of the Spirit of life, of all that was in 
the dry land, died." 

(b) The Greek word (aionios).
This word is used 71 times in the New Testament.

Since the universe has had a definite beginning, the 
duration of things connected with it is measured by 
time, and, the ref ore, in the three passages (Rom. 16. 
25 ; 2 Tim. 1. 9 ; Tit. 1. 2) where this word, aionios, 
is applied to its past existence, it does not convey the 
idea of illimitable time. In the hereafter, where time 
is not regarded, the duration of everything is measured 
by the endlessness of Him, Who is all in all, even the 
everlasting God. Consequently in the other 68, where 
the word is used of God and things unconnected with 
the present scene, its meaning is everlasting in the 
strictest sense of the term. Among these passages we 
find God (Rom. 16. 26), the Holy Spirit (Heb. 9. 14), 
God's glory (1 Pet. 5. 10), the redemption obtained by 
Christ (Heb. 9. 12), the believer's life (John 3. 16), 
the punishment of the wicked (Matt. 25. 46), and the 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25.41) 
described by this word. No one questions its meaning 
to be everlasting with regard to the first five, and, 
therefore, none should, in order to be consistent, \vith 
respect to the remaining two. 
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"And these shall go away into everlasth;ig punish
ment : but the righteous into life eternal" (Matt. 25. 
46). Both everlasting and eternal in this verse are 
translations of this word, aionios; consequently it 
would be simply playing with words to limit in the 
slightest degree its endlessness in the first clause as 
long as this is inadmissible in the second, i.e., the 
punishment of the wicked and the life of the believer 
are co-eternal, or- all exist for ever. 

( c) The idiomatic phrase eis tous aionas ton aionon.
This phrase, translated "for ever," occurs 20 times·

in the New Testament. In 17 of these places it is 
used either of God or Christ, in one place of the re
deemed and in the remaining two of the torment of 
the lost. Only one conclusion can be drawn, the tor
ment of the wicked and the prosperity of the redeemed 
will continue as long as God lives. Therefore man 
exists for ever. 

( d) "Whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy
Spirit hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin" (Matt. 3. 29, R.v.). 

As long as sin exists God will punish it, and the 
person, who dies in its guilt, will receive the punish
ment. Therefore the persons alluded to in this Scrip
ture will receive endless punishment, because their sin 
is eternal, and therefore they must exist eternally. 

( e) "Their worm dieth not" (Matt. 9. 44, 46, 48).
Whatever our Lord means by worm in this state

ment it is one of the agents to be employed in punish
ing the sinner, and it is impossible to find more forcible 
language to describe its endlessness than the words 
employed, "dieth not"; and since the doomed person 
possesses this eternal worm, and suffers by its agency, 
he must of sheer necessity exist for ever. 

( f) "The fire is not quenched" (Mark 9. 44, 46, 48).
This fire lasts for ever ( cf. Matt. 18. 8; 25. 41-

the everlasting fire), and, though it may seem impos
sible for any man to dwell in it for ever without being 
consumed, we must remember that there is nothing 
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impossible with God; and we are told in the context 
the means He will use to accomplish this-"For every
one shall be salted with fire" (v. 49). As confirmatory 
of this it should be noticed that when the devil is cast 
into the lake of fire after the close of our Lord's 
millennial reign (Rev. 20. 10), the beast and the false 
prophet are still there unconsumed, though they had 
him consigned to it more than 1000 years before (Rev. 
19. 20); and these three, we are told, "shall be tor
mented day and night (i.e., ceaselessly, v. Luke 18. 7)
for ever and for ever."

(g) The Godhead of our Lord Jesus Ch):"ist is taught
·most distinctly in Scripture (Isa. 9. 6; John 1. 1; 20.
28; Rom. 9. 5; Col. 2. 9; Heb. 1. 8; 1 John 5. 20).
Consequently His sufferings unto death for His people
during Calvary's dark hours were infinite, and, there
£ ore, if Christ had not intervened on their behalf, being
finite beings, they could never have exhausted the
wrath due to their sins and their punishment would
never_ have terminated. Since it took Him, Who
created all things (John 1. 3; Col. 1. 16; Heb. 1. 2, 10),
a finite period of time to exhaust the wrath due to
believers' sins, it would have taken them, ,vho, working
in unison, could not hav� created a grain of sand in
a million years, eternity to endure their own just
punishment. Indeed it is an incontrovertible conclu
sion deduced by strict mathemati<;al reasoning that if
it take an infinite Being a finite time to endure the
punishment deserved by a limited number of finite
beings (i.e., the saved of Adam's race), their total
punishment must be infinite;· and, therefore, it would
take the aggregate of those persons an infinite amount
of time (i.e., eternity) to receive it. In other words
man exists for ever.

Since men exist consciously after death and con
tinue to do so for ever, neither Soul-sleeping, Condi
tional Immortality, nor Annihilation can be established
from Holy Writ.



WHO HATH SAVED US? 

BY R. M'ELHERAN. 

" The preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness, but unto. us w4ich are saved, it is the power 
of God" (1 Cor. 1. ,18). 

M
y dear Reader-,-It is my desire and prayer that

you may be brought to a saving lrnowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, and 
have the assurance that through faith in Him, you 
have eternal life. "Th

i

s is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee the only true God, and Jesus· Christ whom 
Thou hast sent" (John 17. 3). 

"One day as a Swiss� preacher called Felix Neff 
was walking along a street of Lausanne, he accosted 
a supposed acquaintance with the words, "Friend, what 
is the state of your soul?" The man turned, and Neff, 
seeing he had addressed a stranger, apologized. In 
one sense however it proved to be not the wrong- man 
after all, for God carried home the word to his con
science. Three or four years afterwards, the stranger 
came to Neff, and reminding him of the incident, said, 
"Your question led me to serious reflection, and now 
I can answer you that it is well with my soul."-W. S. 

Now whether my 'reader be a relation, an acquain
tance, or a stranger, do not think I am addressing the 
wrong person when I affectionately ask you, "not about 
your health, your family, or your earthly affairs, not 
about your religion, or your church, but this, Is your
soul saved? That is a matter of infinitely greater im
portance than any earthly interest you possess ; and 
I know of nothing to which you should give more 
earnest attention than to what concerns your soul's 
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salvation and your eternal destiny." "For what shall 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?" (Mark 8. 36). 

To lose your soul says an ancient writer: "Is to fall 
short of an everlasting heaven, with all which that 
means. Heaven is the enjoyment of God's presence," 
"The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it." 
(Rev. 22. 3). Heaven is the place where sin shall be 
found no more. "There shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie" (Rev. 21. 27). Heaven 
is- freedom from the sorrow and trouble to which, in 
this vale of tears, we are all subject. "They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. And there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither 
shall there be any more pain" (Rev. 7. 16; 21. 4). If 
therefore you lose your soul, you will lose all that is 
pictured in such glowing language by the Holy Ghost. 
You will lose the presence of God. You will lose the 
per£ ection of holiness. You will lose the freedom 
from sorrow and trial. You will lose the sweet 
society of redeemed men and elect angels. You ·will 
lose the most delightful service in which God's 
creatures can possibly be engaged. And you will lose 
all these things, not for an earthly lifetime, but for 
ever. For if you are shut out of heaven, you will 
never again find admittance there. 

But this is not all. If you miss the salvation of 
your soul, you will not only forfeit heaven, but you 
will also be punished with the most dreadful misery. 
For to lose one's soul is to be cast into "the lake which 
bumeth with fire and brimstone; which is the second 
death" (Rev. 21. 8). It is to be "tormented day and 
night for ever and ever" (Rev. 20. 10). It is to be in 
"outer darkness," where "there shall be ,veeping and 
gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 24. 13). 

We are all children of a fallen race; and having 
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sinned are in imminent danger of thus perishing, as 
the following Scriptures will show. "Behold I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me" (Psa. 51. 5). "We all had our conversation in 
times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the de
sires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature 
the children of wrath" (Eph. 2. 3). Wherefore as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that ALL have 
sinned" (Rom. 5. 12). "Now we know that what 
things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become Guilty before God" (Rom. 
3. 19).

When our first parents sinned through disobedience
in the garden of Eden, God revealed His purpose of 
grace toward them, by promising them a Deliverer
a Saviour-the woman's Seed who would bruise the 
serpent's head. According to this promise, "when the 
fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons" (Gal. 4. 4, S). "But now once in the 
end ·of the world hath He appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. 9. 26). "For God 
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved" (John 
3. 17). "Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God"
( 1 Pet. 3. 18). These Scriptures make it clear that
Christ came, not merely to be our Teacher or Example,
as some affirm, but as "the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world" (John 1. 29). He came as
a sin-bearer and a Saviour.

At the close of a gospel service, a stranger accosted 
the preacher with these words, "I do not like your 
preaching. I do not care for the Cross. It ,vould be 
far better to preach Jesus the Teacher and Example." 
"Would you be willing to follow Him, if I preach 
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Christ the Example," asked the preacher. "Yes," said 
the stranger, "I would follow in His steps." "Then," 
said the preacher, "we will take the first step, 'Who 
did na sin.' Can you take that step?" The stranger 
looked confused. "No," he replied, "I do sin, and I 
acknowledge it." "Then," said the preacher, "you 
need Christ first as a Saviour not as an Example." 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners" (1 Tim. 1. 15). 

A brother of the celebrated Whitfield, who was in 
despair as to the salvation of his soul, _was invited to 
tea by Lady Huntingdon, who endeavoured to comfort 
him by speaking of the infinite mercy of Christ. "My 
lady," said he, "it is true : I see it clearly : but there 
is no mercy for me : I am a wretch entirely lost." "I 
am glad to hear it," was her reply, "glad at my heart 
that you are a lost man." "What? my lady," he ex
claimed, "glad that I am a lost man !" "Yes, Mr. 
Whitfield, truly glad; for Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save the lost." This· ,vord cheered his soul, 
and led him to place his whole trust in the One who 
saves the lost. 

But what is this faith in Christ, through which sal
vation becomes ours ; and how are we to exercise it? 
A short time ago I had occasion to visit a town some 
distance away, to reach which I had to travel by two 
lines of railway. The first train having arrived a few 
minutes late at its terminus, a railway official entered 
the carriage, and asked, "Are any passengers here 
going further?" Several answered, "Yes," whereupon 
he said, "Make haste then ! You will miss the other 
train unless you hurry." Immediately tbese passengers 
showed that they had TRUE FAITH in the message, 
by making all possible speed to reach their train in 
time. Doubtless their disappointment would have been 
great had they been left behind; but what tongue can 
tell, or pen describe the dismay and terror of those 
who, having lived in the "Accepted tim,e," had neglect-
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ed their soul's salvation until too late, and find-them
selves shut out of heaven for all eternity. What an 
awful prospect for those who had, been highly privi
leged, knowing a great deal about God's way of sal
vation, and yet remaining unsaved. With many the 
morn of their "Day of salvation" has already passed, 
and its evening is fast approaching. Their sun will 
soon go down, and yet they keep putting the matter 
off, as they think, to a more convenient season. What 
foolishness, yea what madness, thus to procrastinate, 
when the Scripture saith, "Behold NOW is the accepted 
time; behold NOW is the day of salvation." 

Oh, my fellowmen, many of you are so accustomed 
to having your own way in things pertaining to this 
life, that you seem to think you can carry the same 
principle into spiritual things. It is said that actions 
speak louder than words, and judged thereby, you 
declare plainly that you pref er to take your own way 
and perish, rather than take God's way and go to 
heaven. For none surely but madmen would act in 
temporal matters as some of you are at this very 
moment acting in spiritual matters. For just think 
calmly of what you are doing. You know that you 
must one day die ; and yet do we not see you living 
and acting as though you would live for ever? There 
was an ancient custom, when the heir of an estate was 
impleaded to be an idiot, that the judge commanded 
an apple and a piece of gold to be placed before him, 
to see which he would prefer. If he took the apple, 
and not the gold, he was held by the judgment of the 
court to be unable to manage his own estate. And is 
not this the case, with' you who are still unconverted 
and in your sins? Do you not pref er destruction to 
heaven ?-death instead of Ii£ e? Perhaps you think 
this is putting the matter too strongly, but it is 
absolutely true. Have you never read, "Behold, ye 
despisers, and wonder, and perish; for I work a work 
in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you" (Acts 13. 41). 
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Do not, my reader, any longer run the dreadful risk 
of missing your soul's salvation, but here and now 
receive Christ as your personal Saviour. "For if the 
word spoken by angels was stead£ ast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recompense 
of reward ; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation" (Heb. 2. 2, 3). 

The day of salvation is with us to-day; 
Make haste to be saved; the gospel obey: 

For Jesus is coming for all His elect, 

Taking vengeance on them who salvation neglect. 



WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

BY J. C. RYLE, D.D. 

"Behold, NOW is the accepted time; 
behold, NOW is the day of SALVATION" (2 Cor. 6.2). 

"How long halt ye between two opinions?" 
(1 Kings 18. 21). 

R
EADER, I dare say you mean one day to be a

real Christian. But when is this to be? I say 
again, When? 

Are you waiting TILL YOU ARE SICK? Surely 
you will not tell me that is a convenient season. When 
your body is racked with pain, when your mind is 
distracted with all kinds of anxious thoughts, when 
calm reflection is almost impossible, is this a time for 
beginning the mighty work of acquaintance with God? 
Do not talk so. 

Are you waiting TILL YOU HAVE LEISURE? 
And when do you expect to have more time than you 
have now? Every year you live seems shorter than 
the last: you find more to think of, or to do, and less 
power and opportunity to do it. And after all you 
know not whether you may live to see another year. 
Boast not yourself of to-morrow-now is the time. 

Are you waiting TILL YOU ARE OLD? Surely 
you have not considered what you say. You will 
receive Christ and serve God when your members are 
worn out and decayed, and your hands unfit to work? 
You will go to Him when your mind is weak and your 
memory failing, you will give up the world when you 
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cannot keep it, is this your plan? Beware, lest you 
insult· God. 

Are you waiting TILL YOUR HEART IS PER
FECTLY FIT AND READY? That will never be. 
It will always be corrupt and sinful-a bubbling foun
tain, full of evil. You will never make. it like a pure 
white sheet of paper that you can take to Jesus Christ, 
and say, "Here I am Lord, ready to have Thy law 
written on my heart. Delay not, begin as you are. 

Oh, lingering reader, are not your excuses but rotten 
reeds? Be honest; confess the truth. You have NO 
GOOD REASON for waiting. Take the advice I 
give you. Resolve this_ day to wait no· longer. You 
may never see to-morrow's light. Seize. the present 
opportunity. 

Oh hasten, sinner, to be blest, 
And stay not for the morrow's sun. 

For fear the curse should thee arrest 
Before the morrow is begun. 

I 



DO IT NOW! 

BY WM. RODGERS. 

IN business circles the little phrase "Do it now" has 
been so often employed as to have become almost 

haclmeyed. One sees it used as a motto in all de
partments, from the manager's office to the meanest 
workshop; and only those firms that act according to 
the spirit of it, can hope to succeed in these days of 
keen competition. 

But there is one sphere in which even successful 
men fail to act upon the little injunction to "Do it 
now," although in none is it of more importance that 
they should do so. Men who would not dream of 
putting off till to-morrow what should be done to-day 
in matters of business, are found procrastinating, not 
only day after day, but year after year, with regard 
to the matter of their soul's eternal welfare. Yet the 
old question still remains unanswered, "What is a 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul" (Matt. 16. 26). 

Again and again, throughout the Scriptures, our at
tention is called to the importance of accepting God's 
salvation AT ONCE, and we are warned of the folly 
and danger of delay. We will here, however, consider 
one group only of such warnings, a group that must 
especially appeal to men of the type we have mentioned 
-men successful in everything else, but neglect£ ul of
the one thing needful. It is found in that section of 
Luke's gospel comprised in the 12th and 13th chapters;
and nowhere else perhaps in the Word of God have •
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we the urgency of the matter brought more forcibly 
and more fully home to us than here. 

In these two chapters we have:
Two pointed parables, 
Two illustrative incidents, 
Two concise commands, 

all bearing directly upon the subject, and all in words 
spoken by our blessed Lord Himself. And for further 
emphasis we have, at the close of chapter 13, His 
lament over a city which had wasted its opportunities 
until there was no hope left. 

The two parables occur, one in each chapter, and 
are:-

The story of the Rich Fool (Ch. 12. 16-21), 
The story of the Barren Fig Tree ( Ch. 13. 6-9). 

They are among the simplest of our Lord's parables, 
and in each the lesson taught is obvious. In the former 
we see a successful farmer at the very summit of 
prosperity, a prosperity which is not ascribed to his 
own exertions, but to God's goodness. For what we 
read is, not that he laboured diligently, but that his 
ground "brought forth plentifully." He himself how
ever had no thought of this. Like the men of Rom. 
1. 21, he "glorified Him not as God, neither was thank
ful." And like that other fool, Nabal, who in 1 Sam.
25. 11 said, "MY bread, and MY water, and MY
flesh," he spoke of "MY fruits, and MY goods, and
MY barns."

But for him the summit of his prosperity proved to 
be also the end of his prosperity; for God said unto 
him, "Thou fool; this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee; and then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided." He had to leave his possessions 
behind, perhaps to be the source of a quarrel among 
his children, similar to the squabble between two 
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brothers that drew. forth this parable from the Lord. 
At any rate he could not take them with him, and as

he had cared only for the things of the present life, 
he found himself a pauper for eternity. Well might 
the Lord call him, "Fool." 

Yet he had been wise in his generation, wiser than 
many to-day are in theirs. He knew when he had 
enough, which is just what most people do not know. 
He had made his calculations that sufficient had been 
amassed for many years to come; and he was, as we 
would say to-day, about to retire from business, and to 
take his ease and have a good time. His plans were 
admirable but for one thing-he had left God out of 
them ; and that missing factor upset his entire calcu
lation. 

James by the Spirit has said to others who, like him, 
were reckoning without God, "Go to now, ye that say, 
To-day, or To-morrow, we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and sell and get 
gain"; whereas YE KNOW NOT WHAT SHALL 
BE ON THE MORROW .. .... For that ye ought to 
say, "IF THE LORD WILL, WE SHALL LIVE, 
and do this, or that" (Jas. 4. 13-15). Do not forget, 
my friend, that it may not be His will. Of you the 
word may have already gone forth, "THIS NIGHT 
THY SOUL SHALL BE REQUIRED OF THEE." 

Now if the parable of the Rich Fool suggests failure 
to acknowledge and be thankful for TEMPORAL 
BLESSINGS, and finds a parallel, as we have seen, 
in the unthankful Gentiles of Rom. 1., the parable of 
the Fruitless Fig Tree suggests on the other hand 
failure to respond to SPIRITUAL PRIVILEGES, 
and may be compared with the impenitent Jews of 
Rom. 2. There the Lord says, "Despisest thou the 
riches of His goodness, and forbearance, and long
suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God lead
eth thee to repentance: but after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself WRATH 
against the day of wrath " (verses 4, 5). 
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Three years had the Owner come seeking fruit of 
His fig tree, and found none. It was merely cumbering 
the ground. Now one final attempt is to be made by 
the Dresser of the vineyard, and the sentence is, "If 
it bear fruit, well; and if not, then after that Thou 
shalt CUT IT DOWN." 

Reader, where do you stand in this matter? In ad
dition to your many temporal blessings, have you not 
had a multitude of spiritual privileges, and that not 
for a year, or three years, but for longer than you care 
to remember? If so, what use have you made of 
them? What fruit has there been from you for God? 
May it not be that the sentence, "One year more," has 
gone forth about you months ago; and that even now 
you have reached the end of that final period of oppor
tunity? Have a care, my friend, for when the last 
"CUT IT DOWN" has been spoken, your case be
comes utterly and eternally hopeless. 

We now come to the two illustrative incidents. 
They are to be found in the opening verses of chapter 
13, but they are closely linked with the subject-matter 
of our Lord's warnings in the end of chapter 12.

Pilate and his Roman soldiers had recently slaughtered 
some Galilaeans while they were in the very act of 
sacrificing ; so that their blood had actually been 
mingled with that of their offerings. Eighteen men of 
Jerusalem had been slain by the collapse of a tower in 
Siloam. Religious people shook their heads as the 
news reached them. These must have been sinners 
above all the Northerners of Galilee : those must have 
incurred guilt beyond all the Southerners dwelling at 
Jerusalem. "I tell you, nay," says the Lord, "but ex
cept ye repent ye shall all likewise perish." What had 
happened was but the foretaste of what was about to 
happen ; and God would by .these events warn those 
left behind of the dreadful storm of His wrath which 
they presaged. 

It is interesting to note how closely these incidents 
correspond with the two references made by the Lord 
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in the preceding paragraph to the weather lore of His 
hearers. In the slaughter of the Galileans we have 
judgment executed by the hand of man; in the accident 
at Siloam we have it by what in modern legal phrase
ology is called "an act of God." Now at Chap. 12. 54 
the Lord had said, "When ye see a cloud rise out of 
the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; 
and so it is." Is not this like a symbolic description 
of the armies of Rome, which had come from the 
west, and had spread as a cloud over the land? By 
their means it was that God's judgment on the Nation 
and on their City was carried into effect a few years 
later, but even now there were foretastes of what was 
to come, in such massacres as that which had overtaken 
the Galilean worshippers. But the Lord had also 
added, "When ye see the south wind blow, ye say, 
There will be heat; and it cometh to pass." Here the 
action of the invisible south wind, as contrasted with 
that of the visible cloud from the west in the former 
instance, suggests the heat of God's own wrath, which, 
as the destruction caused by the falling tower showed, 
had already been "kindled a little" (Psa. 2. 12). That 
Christ meant such application of His words to be 
made, is clear from the following verse (Chap. 12. 56), 
"Ye can discern the face of the sky, and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do not discern this time," and 
also by His comparing them, immediately afterwards, 
to a wrongdoer on his way to the court to receive 
sentence. 

To-day, you cannot take up a newspaper, without 
being faced with many warnings similar to the slaugh
ter of the Galileans, and the accident of the falling 
tower at Siloam. You cannot even move about among 
your fellowmen, without hearing of and seeing events 
of a like kind. What is their message to you? Is it 
that the victims must have been abnormally great sin
ners; or is it that, unless you repent and that very 
soon, you will likewise perish? 

But we have yet to consider the two commands of 
F 
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the Lord,aforementioned. One of these occurs in Ch. 
12. 40, "BE YE THEREFORE READY also; for
the Son of Man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 11 

In it.the urgent necessity for getting saved AT ONCE
is based, not on the -possibility of bei�g taken away
at any moment by death, but on the danger that, when
you �1east �pect it, the coming of the Lord may take
place, and find you .. unprepared.

In the previous verse we have the rather remarkabJe 
�tatement that " If the good man of the house had 
known what hou.r tµ� thief would come, he' would have 
watched, and not have suffered hi� house to be broken 
through." Apparently it w�s too much of a burden 
ta hiip to have to watch the whole night ;,but if he had . 
·known the hour, he might have gone to �e trouble of
frustrating the plunderer. Thieves do not, ho,vever,
send 1ntimation at what hour they will arrive; and it
is written, "The day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night" (2 Peter 3. 10). Are you ready for it?
If the Lord Jesus were to come to-day to take His_
own from the earth, as 1 Thess. 4. 16, 17 says He yet
will do, would you go with them, or be left behind.
'fl am not ready," you say, "but I do not think He will
c;ome so soon as to-day." If such is your thought, it
makes the possibility of His coming all the. greater.
His words are, "AT AN HOUR WHEN YE THINK
NOT."

Th� second command is at Chap. 13. 24-28, and it
has a similar reference to the one we have been con
sidering, but is even more insistent on the danger of
trifling with the matter. A certain man, who seems
to have had a superabundance of inquisitiveness, had
asked the question, "Lord, are there few that be saved?
.Christ did not satisfy his curiosity, but gave him some
thing more important to think of. He told him (in
effect) that many who expected to be found among
the· saved would not be; that men such as he, who
stood on the threshold quibbling, instead of at once
pressing in, would unexpectedly find the door closed
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against them for ever. 
Let us hearken to these solemn words of His, per-

4aps the most importa�t warning with regard to this 
point in the entire Book of God. He says, "STRIVE 
(i.�., Make it all your concern) TO ENTER IN at the 
strait gate; for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter 
in, and SHALL NOT BE ABLE. When once the 
f"laster of the house hath risen up, and hath shut to 
the door; and ye begin to stand without, and to �ock 
at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and 
He shall answer and say unto you, I know you not, 
whence ye are : then shall ye begin to say, We have 
eaten �nd drunk in ThY, presence, and Thou hast 
taught in our streets. But He shall say, I tell you, I 
know you not, whence ye are ; depart from Me, all ye 
workers of · iniquity. There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and 

· Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom
of God, and you yourselves thrust out." What a fear�
ful doom for those who had been so highly privileged.
How they stand condemned by their own words.
"Thou hast taught in our streets," they _$ay, yet they
had evidently ignored His teachings and despised His
warnings. No wonder He replies, "DEPART FROM
ME." No wonder that on their part there is "WEEP
ING AND GNASHING OF TEETH."

We come now to the close of Chapter 13, which is
taken up, as already pointed out, with the lament of
our Lord over Jerusalem. We have just seen how
that one day sinners will weep over their own folly,
when it is too late; but in these final verses, we behold
Christ Himself weeping over sinners who were, even
then, guilty of a like folly in rejecting Him. There is
infinite pathos in His words, "How of ten would I have
gathered thy children ... and ye would not ... Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate." . The expression,
"YE WOULD NOT," goes to the root of �e matter,
and clearly points out where the blame lay. The Lord
was willing; but they were not.
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And so it is to-day. If you are not yet saved, it is 
certainly not because the Lord is unwilling to save you, 
but because YOU ARE UNWILLING TO BE 
SAVED. This lies at the back of all y9ur procras
tination, and indeed of all your other difficulties. 
Hindrances would vanish, if only there were real will
ingness to take Christ as your Saviour. · He says, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved" (Acts 16. 31). DO IT �OW. 

The Lord in pity lingers still; 
Oh wilt thou thus His love requite? 

Renounce at length thy stubborn will! 
Thou wouldst be saved; why not to-night? 



CONSIDER THE FUTURE. 

BY DR. w. J. MATTHEWS.

"O that they were wise, that they understood this, that 
they would consider their latter end" (Deut. 32. 29). 

W
HEN God created man, He created him in His

own image and in His own likeness ( Gen. 1. 
26, 27). He made him therefore to be, like Himself, 
with an everlasting existence; as it is written, "From 
everlasting to everlasting Thou art God" (Psa. 90. 2). 
It is noteworthy that what God said was "Let US 
make man in OUR image, after OUR likeness," thus 
showing the Trinity acting together in the creation of 
man (ver. 26); and then it is added, "God created man 
in HIS own image" (ver. 27), thus making clear that, 
while there are three Persons in the Godhead engaged 
in creating man, yet they act in Unity as one God, in 
farming him out of the dust of the ground, and breath
ing into his nostrils the breath of life, so that man 
became a living soul (Gen 2. 7). It is the breath of 
God breathed into him, which makes him to become 
a living soul, and therefore he must exist as long as 
God has existence, which is to all eternity, as in Psa. 
90. 2.

Now, in view of the fact that the man Adam, whom
God created in innocence, fell by disobedience, we 
have all inherited from him a fallen, sinful nature; 
and so it is written, "By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon 
ALL men, for that ALL HA VE SINNED" (Rom. 
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5. 12). Seeing then that all have sinned,· and that we
are destined to exist for ever, it behoves every one of
us to enquire, and not to rest satisfied till we ·know,
w4at will be our future destiny, and where our ever
lasting dwelling place? 

The Holy Scriptures ·of the Old and New Testa
ments, which are given by inspiration of God, speak 
cle�rly and decisive!y c?ncerning _man's �in£1:l co�di
tion,· as well as of the Judgment mto which 1t bnngs 
him, both in the writings of Moses, the Prophets, the 
}?salms, the Gospels, and the Epistles. Let us hear . 
them. 

THE WRITINGS OF ,MOSES. 

''And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was ONLY EVIL CONTINUALLY"
{Gen 6. 5). And again,· "The imagination of man's 
heart is EVIL FROM HIS YOUTH" (Gen. 8. 21). 

THE PROPHETS. 

"Hear O heavens, and give ear, 0 earth ! for the -
Lord hath spoken : I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled against Me. The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but 
Israel doth not khow, my people doth not consider. 
Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed 
of evildoers, children that are corrupters : they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One 
of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. 
Why should ye be· stricken any more? Ye will revolt 
more and more. The whole head is sick, arid the 
whole heart faint : from the sole of the foot even unto 
the head there is no soundness in it_; btjt wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores" (Isa. 1. 2-6). "We are 
,ALL as an unclean thing, and all otlr righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags" (Isa. 64. 6). "The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked. Who can

know it?" (Jer. 17. 9). 
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THE . PSALMS; 

"The Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, to see if there were any that did 
understand, and seek God. They ate ALL gone aside ; 
they are all togethe.r beconie. filthy ; there is none that 
doeth good; no, not one" (Psa; 14. 2, 3). "Behold I 
was shapen in iniquity, and_ in sin did my mother con
ceive me" (Psa. 51. 5). "The wicked are estranged 
from the womb·:- they go astray as soon as they be 
_born, speaking lies" (Psa. 58. 3). 

THE GOSPELS. 

"That which cometh out of the man, tha� defileth 
the man. For from within; out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adu,teries, fornications, mur
ders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasci
viousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness : 
all these evil things come from within, and - defile the 
man" (Mar�. 7. 20-23). 

. THE EPISTLES. 

"Now we know that what things soever ·the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 
of the law there shall no Resh be justified in His sight; 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3. 19, 
20). "Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend iii ohe pqiht, he is guilty of all" (James 2. 10). 
"There is ho difference, for all have sinried, and come 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3. 23). 

Thus the Old and New Testatnehts agree, and the 
verdict given is that all the ·world is .GUILTY BE
FORE GOD, and that tnail being guilty cannot justify 
himself by the works of the law. "The law ,vas our 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we might Le 
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justified by faith" (Gal. 3. 24). And thus we come to 
the remedy, which is that "God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved" (John 3. 16, 17). "By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God" (Eph. 2. 8). 

It is greatly to be regretted that so many people, 
living in this the "ACCEPTED TIME," dislike the 
idea of salvation by grace, through faith in Christ 
alone. Men naturally wish to be something and to do

something; whereas in God's way of salvation by 
grace, man is nothing-Christ is everything. By it 
Jew and Gentile, high and low, rich and poor, learned 
and ignorant, are all placed on the same level; for 
salvation is offered to each of them as a free gift, not 
by works, not by feelings, but by faith in Christ. 
Listen to the words spoken by the apostle Paul to the 
jailer at Philippi, who inquired, "What must I do to 
be saved?" The answer was forthcoming immediately, 
and was clear : "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved." The jailer believed there and 
then, without asking for sign or . .feeling of any kind. 
He was saved, and "rejoiced, believing in God, with 
all his house" (Acts 16. 30-34). Or ·hear what the 
Lord Jesus himself says, "He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him" (John 3. 36). 

The book of Revelation tells us of the final judgment 
of all who die in their sins. At the Great White 
Throne they receive their sentence, and from this 
awful tribunal they are taken and cast into the Lake 
of Fire. This is the second death, even the Lake of 
Fire" (Rev. 20. 15 R.v.) Such is the eternal destiny 
of those who neglect salvation. 

Friend, in view of this terrible prospect, let me 
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earnestly entreat you to consider your "latter end."

I ask it with the sincere desire that you may be led 
this .very day to put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone for salvation. To-day life is offered you. To
morrow it may be too late to seek it. "Boast not thy
self of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth" (Prov. 27. 1). "Behold now is THE 
ACCEPTED TIME, behold now is THE DAY OF 

. SALVATION" (2 Cor. 6. 2). I repeat the invitation 
of the Lord Jesus, "Come unto ME, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 
11. 28). And again, "Him that cometh unto ME I
will in no wise cast out" (John 6. 37).

After an experience of over fifty years of the enjoy-
. ment of life in Christ, the writer can speak with the 
confidence that this experience gives him, of the bless
edness of God's salvation; and can say, in the language 
of the Psalmist, "Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever." 
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BY J. M. SHAW.

"He that believe th on Him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God" 
(John 3. 18). 

S
OME years ago there used to circulate a monthly

Gospel magazine on the back page of which the 
above text might frequently be seen set out in an 
arresting fashion, for the verse was grouped about 
one of its words-the word "but" ; and beneath the 
text appeared the pertinent question: "Reader, on 
which side of the "but" are you?" In this way the 
fact that the verse placed before us no alternatives was 
forcibly demonstrated. Now the Scriptures cannot be 
read at all carefully without the impression frequently 
being made upon us that there are certain alternatives 
from which it is impossible for any of us to escape. 
In the verse before us there are three, two of which 
are clearly stated and the third is as clearly implied. 
They are (1) the Alternative of Classes; (2) the Al
ternative of Conditions; and (3) the Alternative of 
Choices. 

(1) The Alternative of Classes. This is found in
the words "He that believeth on Him," and "He that 
believeth not." Plainly then there are these two classes 
-"believers," and "unbelievers." Moreover, we must 
each one of us be in one or the other, for it is certain 
that there is not a third. And it is of the utmost im
portance having regard to the eternal issues which are 
involved, that we should face this alternative, and so 
see clearly in which of the two classes we are found 
at this moment. To help us to do this we must note 
exactly what the verse says. Let it be observed that 
the text speaks of a Person, and teaches that the thing 
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which matters is ouf attitude towards this Person: It 
is this which determines to which of the two alternative 
classes we belong. It is this which decides the carnal 
issues which are involved� How care£ ul then we 
should be to see that we understand who He is who's 
mentioned ih the text. Who then is the "Him" of our 
text? Well, the verse itself gives us a clue to the 
ariswer to our inquiry. For it tells us that He is "the 
only-begotten Son of God." Then again the context 
assures us that the only-begotten Son of God is God's 
love-gift to the world. "For," we read, "God so loved 
th.e world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
,vhosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." This then is the Person with whom 
we each and all have to do. Remember He is the only 
begotten Son of God, and behold in that statement the 

�setting-forth of the deity and consequent dignity of
His being. Remember also that He is God's love-gift
to the world, and behold in that fact the evidence of
God's love to us; the proof of God's so-great concern
over us that to deliever us from our sins and their
awful consequences ·He spared not His Son but de
livered Him up for us all. What think ye of love like
this? Has it so touched you in the springs of your
moral being that you have believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. Which is to say that you
not only bow to the truth of His Person, but that you
:recognise the purpose for which He came into the
·world and, owning your need in this direction, have
received Him as your Lord and Saviour. If that be
so then it is clear that the words "He that believeth
on Him" refer to you, and in that happy class you are
to be found.

But, alas! there are many who find their description
in the words which indicate the other class : "He that
believeth not." This does not at all mean that they
do not believe that the Son of God came into this
world. Nor does it mean that they do not believe that

, He died for them. Nor again does it mean that they 
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do not believe He is able to save them as He has saved 
others. They be_lieve · all these things about Him, but 
have never believed in His Name. For to believe in 
His Name is to receive Him. And that they have 
failed to do. How serious this is. To kno,v the need 
of a Saviour; to know there is a Saviour Who can 
meet that need ; and yet to ref use Him ! How serious 
the position of all whose individual attitude to the 
Lord Jesus Christ is described in these words : "He 
that believeth not." 

(2) The Alternative of Conditions. Here is the 
second of the alternatives we are to consider. It is 
indicated in the words "not condemnea" and, on the 
other hand, "condemned already." Here again it is to 
be clearly understood that each one of us is in one or 
the other of these two conditions. Obviously it is im
possible to be half condemned and half not condemned. 
No, writer and reader alike is either "not condemned" 
or else "condemned already." Moreover Scripture 
makes it quite clear how to determine in which of these 
two conditions we are at this very moment. "He that 
believeth on Him is not condemned." "He that be
lieveth not is condemned already." To be a believer 
is to be "not condemned." To be an unbeliever is to 
be "condemned already." 

Let us examine each of these statements a little more 
closely. "He that believeth on Him is not condemned." 
Such an one would be the first to admit that this happy 
condition would never have been his if it had depended 
upon himself. No, he delights to say with the Palmist, 
"He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities." Or, again, as He 
dares to address his God he rejoices with trembling and 
says : "If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 
Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with 
Thee, that Thou mayest be feared." Iniquities he had 
which would have dragged him down to a lost eternity 
but for the forgiving grace of God. That grace reached 
him in Christ, the one Mediator between God and men, 
Who gave Himself a ransom for all. Thus God's for-
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giveness finds its source in the grace of His heart, and 
it finds its solid eternal foundation in His righteous 
dealing with sin in the Person of the divinely-provided 
Substitute at Calvary's Cross. The sinner may be for
given, but not at the expense of righteousness. The 
sinner may be forgiven for righteousness has been vin
dicated in the Cross of Christ. So thoroughly is this 
so that God says concerning those who rest in His 
Christ: "Their sins and iniquities will I remember 
no more." Reverently be it remarked, He will not 
because He cannot ! 

God will not payment twice demand 
Once at my suffering Surety•s Hand, 

And then again at mine 1°

He would not be God, if He did. Yes, "not con
demned" is the happy condition of all who rest in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. "He that believeth on Him 
is not condemned." 

There is of course the other side. "He that believeth 
not is condemned already." Now "he that believeth 
not" may from many a point of view be very ad
mirable in personal character; but let him understand 
that he is "condemned already." "He that believeth 
not" may be very zealous in his religion ; but let him 
understand that he is "condemned already." "He that 
believeth not" may be very earnest in good works; but 
let him understand that he is "condemned already." 
Let it not be imagined that to write like this is to 
detract from the value of personal character. Nor 
is it to undervalue either true religion or good works. 
The plain fact is that acceptance with God can never 
be won by character, religion, or good works, because 
none of these can meet the righteous claims of God 
in connection with sin. Can any man in his sober senses 
imagine that if by the assiduous cultivation of personal 
character sin could have been atoned for and eradi
cated, God would have delivered His Son up to the 
awful sufferings of the Cross? Or if by religion or 
good works these ends could have been achived, why 
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did Christ pour out His soul unto death? No, there isn/t, 
for in the· final analysis t4ere ca}? b� p.o Saviour but 
Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other : f qr 
there is none qther Name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved." There£ ore, "h� that 
believeth not is condemned already." 

How per£ ectly clear is all this made in the text 
· itstlf. "He that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God." The unbeliever cop.demoed
already cannot ascribe his awful_ condition as c;l4e to
God having forgotten to love him. God's love reaches
out to· the whole world of men. Nor can the unbe
liever condemned already claim that his awful condi
tion is due to Christ not having died for him. Christ
died fQr sinners. Christ died for the ungodly� Christ
tasted deatJ:i for every man. - Nor can the unbeliever
condemned already claim that his awful condition
is due to the Holy Spirit not having co�vinced him
of hi� ow11 need and of Christ's suffering. The Spirit
convinces the world of sin, and of· righteousness and
of .judgment and all in relation to Christ. No, the un
b.eliev�r condemned alr�ady has himself to blame for
his awful condition. "He that believeth not "is con
d�mned already because," spite of Go4's Jove to him,
spite Qf Cq.rist'� death for him, spite of the Spirit's
convincing him, "he hath not believed in the name of
the only begottep Son of God." The conclusion is in
·exoraple. The unbeliever is condemned already be
cause of l?,is own wilful refusal of Christ. How utterly
without excuse he is.

May we each inquire which of these conditions is
true of us: Blessed in time and for all eternity are all
who believe in the name of the only begotten Son of
G-qq. They are pot condemned. For them the
�aviour's bloqd has procured a full discharge. To
th�m the Saviour's words mean peace and assurance.
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth My
word, ;i.nq. b.elieyeth on Hjm that sent Me .... shall not 
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come into condemnation." 
"Bold shall I st�nd in that great day, 
For who aught to my charge shall say, 
When by Thy blood absolved I am 
From sin's tremendous curse and shame." 
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But awful to consider is the condition of those who 
believe not. They are condemned already. They are 
not waiting to be condemned. They are not to await 
the judgment of the Great White Throne. They 

· a�e ·condemned already. To refuse Christ leaves
a man without hope. "If w� sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain
fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised
Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses. Of how much more punishment, suppose
ye, shall we be thought worthy, ·who hath trodden
under- foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood

� of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un
holy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace." Yes, to refuse Christ leaves a man without 
hope, because without excuse. 

(3) The Alternative of Choices. This, the third of
the alternatives, is as clearly implied, as the other two
are stated. Were not these words part of our Lord's
conversation with Nicodemus? And may it not be said
that our Lord's method with Nicodemus falls broadly
into three divisions? Did He not first of all show to
him His will? "Marvel not that I said unto thee : Ye
must be born again." And thus did He not in answer
to the inquiring "How" of His hearer proceed to show
Nicodemus the way of Hf e? How was the illustration 
to begin with from his nations history-the serpent 
lifted up in the wilderness. Then came the fact illus
tr�ted-God in His love lifting up His Son for the 
life of the world. And then was He not in the words 
of our text and on to the end of the conversation 
fastening upon His hearer his personal responsibility 
to get his need met in God's way? "He that believeth 
on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 
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is condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the. name of the only begotten Son of God. And this 
is the condemnation that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that 
they are wrought in God." Probably as Nicodemus 
departed into the night, he may have thought within 
himself: "I do not understand all I have heard to
night. But this is clear. The world's spiritual condi
tion like Israel's physical condition on that occasion in 
the wilderness is beyond man's power to remedy. As 
then, so now there is a Divine intervention. Then it 
was the Hf ting up of the serpent of brass. N o,v it fa 
the lifting up of the Son of Man. As then, so now 
there is a Divine message. Then it was, "It shall come 
to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it (the serpent of brass), shall live." Now it is, 
"Whosoever believeth in Him ( the Son of God) should 
not perish, but have eternal life." As then, so now a 
responsibility to choose rests upon all who hear the 
Divine message telling of the Divine intervention. 
Then it was to look and live ; or to refuse to look and 
die. Now it is to believe and live; or to refuse to 
believe and perish. Thus may we imagine Nicodemus 
facing the implied alternatives of choices. To believe 
or not to believe! To walk in the light or to walk in 
the darkness! To do truth or to do evil! To live or 
to perish! To be not condemned or to be condemned 
already ! What Nicodemus chose is not stated. Nor 
is that the important thing. For each of us that is,
"What have I chosen?" "I call heaven and earth to 
record this day against you, that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose 
life." "He that believeth on Him is not condemned ; 
but he that believeth 'no_t is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God." 



SALVATION NEGLECTED. 

BY D. CRAIG.

"They believed not in God, and trusted not in His sal
vation" (Psa. 78. 22). 

, V TE are reminded of this solemn fact as we look 
VV around on every hand. The majority of people

neglect the one thing most needful, and do not face 
at all the searching question, "How shall ,ve escape if 
we neglect so great salvation" (Heb. 2. 3). The devil 
never was busier than he is to-day, "blinding the minds 
of them which believe not," (2 Cor. 4. 4); with the 
result that they go on day after day forgetting the all
important thing, the salvation of the precious soul. 

There is a saying : "Never put off till to-morrow 
what you can do to-day," but very few act on this 
advice, when it concerns their eternal destiny. Many 
have a knowledge of their need as sinners in the sight 
of God, and of God's provision to meet that need; 
yet it is most difficult to get them to the point of 
decision, and to accept God's only Son, Who died on 
the cross "to put away sin by the sacrifice of Him
self," (Heb. 9. 26), and Who is now at God's right 
hand, a living, loving, exalted Saviour, "able to save 
to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him" (Heb. 
7. 25).

The time to come to Him is NOW. Now has always
been God's time, both in the Old Testament and in the 
New. When inviting the sinner in Isaiah 1. 18, God 
says, "Come NOW and let us reason together saith the 
Lord : though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow." Again, when inviting the youth in 
Eccl. 12. 1, He says, "Remember NOW thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth; while the evil days come not, 
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nor the years dra,v nigh when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them." And again in Job 22. 21, He 
calls upon the sinner, "Acquaint NOW thyself with 
Him, and be at peace." 

The devil's time is TO-MORROW. He success
fully ·deludes the sinner, and leads him on from day 
to day, cherishing the hope that one day he ·will be 
saved; but as C. H. Spurgeon has said, "The road of 
Bye-and-bye leads to the town of Never." Roland 
Hill is said to have told his hearers that the way to 
Hell was paved with good intentions; and it is solemn 
to think that many who intended to· be in Heaven have 
found themselves shut up in Hell, where hope will 
never come. Do not allow the devil to cheat you out 
of your soul's salvation by the delusion that there will 
be time enough yet. The Scriptures declare that 
"NOW is the accepted time, NOW is the day of sal
vation" (2 Cor. 6. 2). 

"Will you trust* Christ now?" ·was the question put 
to an elderly man-. a procrastinator. No answer came. 
"When will you trust· Him?" he was asked next, but 
still there was no response. "Will you trust Him 
twenty years hence?" The man already old said, "No, 
it is not likely that I shall live twenty years." "Will . 
you trust Him ten years hence.?" "No," said he "I 
dare not put it off ten years." "Five years then?" 
"No," he replied, "I dare not delay for five years." 
"Will you trust Him this time next year?" "No" said 
he again, "I may die before next year." "Well, ,vill 
you trust Him this day month?" His answer this time 
was delayed, the devil perhaps suggesting that four 
weeks would soon roll round, and that he might safely 
wait so long. But at last, after mature consideration, 
he said, "No, I should not wait a month." Again the 
probing question came, "Will you trust Him this day 
week?" and once more the reply was "No." "Will 
you trust Him to-morrow?" "No," at length said the 
old man, "I OUGHT Tp TRUST HIM NOW." 

• We have used the word trust, instead of "decide."-Editors.
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Wisdom, conscience, and the Scriptures furnish the 
reason why. Their combined and unanimous cry is 
NOW, NOW, NOW. Undecided reader, when shall 
it be? It may be now or never. May you be wise, 
and just as you are, receive at this moment the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour ; and thus be
come a child of God through faith in Him. "To as 
many as received Him, to them gave He po,ver to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
His name" (John 1. 12). 

When God was about to bring judgment on Sodom, 
because of their terrible sin and wickedness, His mes
sage to Lot and his f amity was, "Escape for thy life; 
look not behind thee ; neither stay thou in all the plain; 
escape to the mountain lest thou be consumed" (Gen. 
19. 17). But Lot's wife, whose heart was still in
Sodom, lingered, looked back, and perished. Sad it is
to think of one so nearly saved, and yet utterly lost.
Should it not speak to my unsaved reader who is
hesitating and lingering?

Of one thing be sure; the day of salvation is ,vith 
us to-day; and God is now offering pardon and peace 
to all who acknowledge themselves guilty sinners, with 
nothing to plead but their own exceeding need, and 
His exceeding grace to meet it. His Word tells us 
that, "When we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly"; and again, "God com
mendeth His love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5. 6, 8). 

It may be however that you have never yet found 
out your need of this salvation, nor to the danger to 
which you are exposed should you die without it. 
Many are like Robert Murray M'Cheyne's description 
of himself when unconverted. 

"I knew not my danger and· felt not my load." 
They are slow to take in the word of God which shows 
that "ALL we like sheep have gone astray/' (Isa. 53. 
6), and that "ALL have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.'' (Rom. 3. 23), and the wrath of God 



92 THE ACCEPTED TIME. 

abideth on such as believe not on the Son of God. 
"He that believeth on the Son hath EVERLASTING 
LIFE, and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
Ii£ e; but the wrath of God abideth on him," (John 3. 
36). This is the condition of each unsaved one; and 
it is well that we have His word to settle the matter 
so clearly. In Luke chapter 16 we read of one such 
man, who went on carelessly day by day, living as if 
there were no God, no Heaven, and no Hell, until 
he died and "in Hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torments." What an awakening! Lest such be yours, 
let me affectionately warn you to face the danger· 
ahead, and let me urge you to look to the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone for salvation: "Neither is there salvation 
in any other; for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved." 
(Acts 4. 12). · 

"Look unto Me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
earth" (Isa. 45. 22). 

"There is life through a look at the crucified One; 
There is life at this moment for thee; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, 
Unto Him Who was nailed to the tree." 

For all those who refuse God's offer of mercy, and 
turn a deaf ear to His entreaties, the day of judgment 
is fast approaching. It is written, "He hath appointed 
a day in the which He will judge the world in righte
ousness by that man whom He hath ordained" ( Acts 
17. 31). Men to-day in their wisdom would like to
do away with this solemn fact, but again God has
declared, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but
AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT" (Heb. 9. 27).
It was while Paul was reasoning of judgment to come,
that Felix the Governor trembled; yet even then he
answered, "Go thy way for this time; when I have
a convenient season I will call for thee." Though he
shuddered at the thought of meeting in his sins a God
of judgment, he, like a great many in the present day,
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put the matter off, and missed his opportunity of being 
saved. 

Reader-I entreat you not to trifle with this momen
tous matter; it is too dangerous. "Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He 
is near." Even in the affairs of this life, delays are 
risky; but much more when it is a question of your 
eternal welfare. If your health, or your property 
were at stake, you would attend to it immediately; 
yet,-

"To lose your wealth is much, 
To lose your health is more: 

To lose your soul fa such a loss, 
As nothing can restore." 

And the Lord asks, "What shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" 

There are two places spoken of in the Word of God 
as the Eternal destiny of men, "With Christ" for 
those who are saved, and the Lake of Fire for those 
who are not ; and each one who reads these lines will 
dwell for ever in one or other of these two positions. 
Is it not important then that you should make sure 
which destiny will be yours ? You need not be lost, 
"For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost" (Luke 19. 10). And again, 
Jesus '-says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life ; and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." 
(John 5. 24). Reader, why not trust Him NOW? 

Salvation's day is now, 
And now just means to-day, 

Think! think! oh, think of this, 
NOW is Salvation's day. 



CHANGING THE ETHIOPIAN. 

BY H. p. BARKER. 

T
HERE is, in an English country to,vn, an inn with

the sign "The Labour in Vain." The sign-board 
displays a picture of an old lady scrubbing a negro 
boy with soap. Of course she does not get on with 
her task ! Labour in vain, truly ! 

Now there are some people that we know who are 
engaged in a task just as hopeless. A very pertinent 
question is asked in the ancient Book that thousands 
of thoughtful people revere as the Word of God : "Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin?" 0£ course he cannot : 
nor can any man change it for him. The people to 
whom we ref er are moral Ethiopians, black with many 
a sin in the sight of God; but they hope some day to 
make themselves white enough to pass muster with 
Him. There is the scrubbing brush of Education, for 
instance. If a man is sufficiently well educated he will 
know what is right and will turn away from sin. So 
we are told. But unf ortu,nately for this theory, one 
finds in the common lodging houses of all large cities, 
among those brought down by drink and other vices, 
university men who took honours with their degrees. 
How has education helped them? It has not changed 
the Ethiopian's skin. 

There is the scrubbing brush of Environment. 
"Abolish the slums" is the cry. "Put people in decent 
and comfortable surroundings and give them a bit of 
garden to cultivate." No one, we presume, would find 
fa ult with the surroundings of Park Lane in London 
or Fifth Avenue in New York. Yet it is in just such 
places that often the biggest scoundrels, veritable mon-
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sters of vice, are found. And as for "a bit of garden," 
who could have a better one than our first parents? 
Yet it was there that they listened to the tempter and 
fell. Twenty-one days of the most diligent sitting of 
a good hen will not make a bad egg into a good one, 
even if the bad egg is surrounded with good ones in 
the same nest all the time ! We are like the bad egg. 
Environment and example will not work the needed 
change in �s. 

Some pin their faith to Religion as a scrubbing 
brush. But what can religion, even in its most ortho
dox form, do for a man in whom there is no good 
thing? No good thing. A sweeping statement; but 
it was true of St. Paul in his unregenerate days. He 
affirms it of himself (Romans 7. 18) in spite of the 
fact that he was "as touching the righteousness which 
is in the law, blameless" (Phil. 3. 46). Outwardly of 
blameless life ; inwardly, devoid of all that was really 
good. The truth is that none of these things which I 
have called scrubbing brushes can meet the case, any 
more than they can change the colour of an Ethiopian's 
skin. 

But we are told that no radical change is needed, for 
all men are children of God and He will _see that all 
is well with them in the end. Amongst the doctrines 
put in the foremost place in much of the popular 
preaching of to-day is this, of universal brotherhood. 
God is the Father of all men, and all of us are brothers 
-so we are informed. The question however, is not:
Is it popular? or, Is it flattering? but, Is it true?
We must have the truth at all costs. The reason
why some of us are not prepared to endorse modernist
teaching is that we believe it does violence to the
truth. The conclusions of modernist divines are, scien
tifically speaking, untenable ; their investigations have
not been conducted with sufficient care and accuracy
to command confidence in the results. We decline to
be drawn aside from the paths of truth into mere
speculations and theories.
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Now we do not question for a moment the great 
truth of the physical unity of the human race. Science 
and revelation speak with one voice as to this ; God 
"hath made of one blood all nations of men" (Acts 
17. 26). Fair-skinned Saxon and Celt, yellow Mongol,
copper-colo�red Carib and jet-black Nubian; all are
of one blood, the descendants of one original _pair,
different branches of one common stock. Nor do we
doubt that all men are God's offspring; the truth of
this is affirmed in Acts 17. 29. The saying of Aratus,
the heathen poet, is quoted with approval by St. Paul,
who thereby endorses the doctrine.

But when we come to the question of the spiritual 
unity of the race we find that it has been lost. We 
deny that it is a doctrine of Christianity that all men 
are brothers, all being the children of God. It is the 
clear and emphatic teaching of the Gospel that men are 
not the children of God until they become so by faith 
in Christ. "For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3. 26). 

It was King Ahab, a thorough-going idolator, though 
sitting on the throne of Israel, who inquired for his 
defeated Syrian adversary, saying, "Is he alive? he 
is my brother" ( 1 Kings 20. 32). We are told that 
the servants of Ben-hadad, the Syrian king, listening 
to Ahab, "did diligently observe whether anything 
would come f roni him, and did hastily catch it, and 
they said, Thy brother Ben-hadad." And just as 
those Syrians hastily caught at a word that had no 
real truth behind it, so deluded men to-day hastily 
catch at the words of "universal brotherhood" and 
"the universal fatherhood of God" that drop from the 
lips of those to whom they look for spiritual instruc
tion. 

Turn· to the Scriptures and "diligently observe" 
what they teach us. "Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ is born of God" (1 John 5. 1). We are 
taught here that some have been born of God, and 
that a distinguishing mark of such is that they believe 
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the truth as to the person of Christ. Hereby we may 
kno,v, broadly speaking, ·who has been born into the 
family of God and who has not. Another mark is 
given in 1 John 3. 10: "In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the devil; whoso
ever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he 
that loveth not his brother." Here the two divisions 
of the human race are described, and the character
istics of the one race, the children of God, are in
dicated, namely, the ,vorking of righteousness and 
love to every one who is born of God. . 

Our Lord, in His divine wisdom, addressing some 
very religious people, said one day: "If God were 
your Father, ye would love Me" (John 8. 42). These 
words carry with them the presumption that His 
hearers were not amongst those who could call God 
their Father, for if they were His children they would 
love Christ. Here is another mark of those who be
long to that section of the human race who have God 
for their Father; they love Christ. When we read and 
lay to heart the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, ,ve are 
sitting at the feet of the greatest of teachers. Now He 
has said, "The children of this world are in their gener
ation wiser than the children of light" (Luke 16. 8). 
Here our Lord specifies the two companies into which 
the race has become divided; "children of this world," 
whose interests and affections are here, and "children 
of light," who belong to another world, and have 
their "treasure" there. 

In the sermon on the Mount, so much lauded by 
those who have little liking for the later teachings 
of the fourth Gospel and of the Pauline Epistles, 
the same distinction is drawn. The Saviour speaks 
of "the many" who pass in through the wide gate and 
tread the broad way that leads to destruction, and 
of "the few" who find the narrow way that leads to 
life (Matt. 7. 13, 14). In one of His earliest parables, 
incorporated into the sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
speaks of those ,vho hear and obey His sayings as 
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being like a ,vise man who builds on a rock ; and 
those who hear His sayings without doing them, as 
a foolish man who builds his house upon sand. The 
distinction is always kept in view; there are the saved 
and the perishing ; those travelling to God an<;i those 
marching in the contrary direction; those who have 
been born again and those who have never undergone 
that transforming change. 

What then is to be done? Must a man make an 
entirely new start. Even this is not sufficient. A tree 
which bears sour and worthless crabs gets a ne,v start 

, every year and plenty of new leaves. Every spring 
it is clothed with new beauty and gives promise of 
better things. But the only real difference, year after 
year, is in the number of sour crabs that it brings forth. 
The new leaves fade and fall; the tree remains what 
it was, a worthless crab tree. No, it is not a new start, 
but a new birth that a man needs, a miraculous change 
that only the· power of God can bring to pass. He does 
it by His Holy Spirit, bringing the message of the 
Gospel to bear upon the conscience of the man. 

We read of the new birth in St. John 3. It was an 
exceedingly religious man upon whom our Saviour 
urged the necessity of being born again. "Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God" (verse 5). The mention of 
"water" in this connection would be puzzling if. it were 
not made abundantly clear, from other passages of 
Scripture, that water is used as a symbol of the Word 
of God in its cleansing action. Thus we read of "the 
washing of water by the Word" (Ephesians 5. 26), and 
of a young man cleansing his way by "taking heed 
thereto" according to Thy Word (Psalm 119. 9). 
Again, we read in St. Peter's first Epistle 1. 23, of 
"being born again by the Word of God." Here, not 
the symbol of water, but that which water symbolizes, 
the Word of God, is mentioned. And in St. James 1. 
18, we read : "Of His own will begat He us with the 
Word of truth." It is beyond doubt, therefore, that the 
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instrument employed by the Holy Spirit in bringing 
about the new birth is the Word of God. And St. 
Peter adds, "And this is the Word which by the gospel 
is preached unto you" (1 Eph. 1. 25). 

When a man's heart is opened to receive the word 
of the Gospel, he not only acknowledges his guilt, and 
looks back ·with sorrow and repentance upon the many 
sins that he has committed, but he turns with loathing 
from hiniself. What he now condemns is not only the 
sins of which he has been guilty, but the sinner who 
committed them. In turning from sin and self he turns 
to Christ and finds in Him a ready and a potent 
Saviour., New and holy desires spring up within his 
breast ; he is born again ; he becomes thus "a new 
creature," the possessor of a new life and nature. He 
who was "dead in trespasses and sins" is now "alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord," and this, 
not merely that he may have the joy and comfort of 
knowing that he is new-:-bom, but that he may "walk 
in newness of Ii£ e" and thus glorify God. For he has 
now become what he was not before-a child of God, 
born into His fa1nily. This implies, not only a new 
birth, a new life, a new nature, but also a new position. 
An Edinburgh professor was addressing a large com
pany of students; holding up a letter, he said : "Gentle
men, I have here a letter from one of your number, 
in which he tells me the story of his life, a record of 
shame and sinful indulgence. He asks, "Can God save 
such a one as I am?" The professor ,vent on, "Coming 
along this afternoon there was a beautiful fleecy cloud 
spreading itself like a thing of glory in the sky, and I 
said, 'O cloud, from whence do you come?' And the 
cloud seemed to answer, 'I come from the slums, from 
the low, vile places of the city. The sun of heaven 
reached down and lifted me up and transfigured me 
with his shining.' I can say to the writer of this letter, 
that my Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ can reach do,vn 
from heaven to the lowest depths into which a soul can 
sink, and can lift you up till He shines in you and 
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through you, and transfigures you with the light of 
His love and glory." 

A beautiful parable this. The water lying in some 
puddle in the slums was drawn away, re-born, and set 
in the heavens, a new creation. It had no existence 
as a fleecy cloud before. So with the man who receives 
"the Word of the Gospel" in his heart and turns to the 
Saviour. He is lifted from his sin and from its galling 
dominion, born again and made to "sit in heavenly 
places in Christ" (Ephes. 2. 6). As a child of God he 
had no existence previous to this wonderful transfor
mation. But now that he is new-born, he is God's 
child, and it becomes him so to walk before men that 
they may learn something of the true character of God 
by seeing Him revealed in the life and conduct of His 
child. For grace makes us grateful, and true gratitude 
is a powerful driving force. 

The man who has become a child of God belongs to 
a new race, of which Christ is the Head. Adam was 
the head, the fallen head, of the original race. By our 
birth into this world of human parents we become 
members of the original race of humanity, whose head 
was Adam. When we become Christ's, through faith 
in Him, we are constituted members of the new race, 
whose glorious Head He is. The whole argument is 
worked out in the latter half of Romans 5. Our con
nection with Adam involved us in sin, death and con
demnation; our connection with Christ secures for us 
justification, life and liberty. 

The original race is like a sinking ship. But there is 
an island within reach; all who leave the doomed wreck 
and get to the island are safe, and become inhabitants 
of the island to which they owe their safety. The 
island is Christ. My illustration is imperfect but per
haps it may serve to impress upon you the necessity of 
leaving "the poor old stranded wreck" to "pull for the 
shore." The destiny of the doomed race is a dark one; 
the future of the new race is glorious beyond words. 
This world, with all its schemes for betterment, is com-
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ing under the judgment of God; Christ, and those that 
are His, will fill the new heavens and the new earth 
with righteousness and love. The uncounted millions 
of the new race will dwell there for ever in bliss that 
sin shall never spoil. Let me appeal to my readers to 
sever their connection with the old race, the fallen 
humanity, and get a link with Christ, the head of the 
new race. How can we __serve men better than by 
persuading tliem to this course? 



A SECRET INTERVIEW. 

(Scripture reading-(J ohn 3. 1-17). 

BY DOUGLAS w. BREALEY. 

A
MONG the well�known evangelical passages of

Scripture, possibly the third of John ranks 
among the best known ; but should a reader of this 
chapter feel that because he is. so well acquainted with 
the story, there can be no further message for him 
there£ rom, may I earnestly invite him once more to 
give this most important record his undivided atten
tion? 

Hebrews ch. 2. opens with these words, "There£ ore 
·we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip. For if .the word. spoken by angels was
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompense of reward ; how shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" The im
plication is, that there is-no escape for those· who hav
ing heard the Gospel, neglect it; not necess_arily de
terminedly reject it, but simply neglect it.

The method I propose for your examination of this
Scripture is to ask your consideration, first of Two
Persons; secondly of Two Imperatives; thirdly of Two
Provisions ; and lastly of Two Prospects.

(1) TWO PERSONS. These are Nicodemus and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Following a statement of the
circumstances of their meeting, verses 2-15 give an
account of the conversation that followed. It is not
clear whether verses 16 and 17 form a continuation of
the conversation, or whether they are the commentary
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of the Holy Spirit upon it. Either view may be 
adopted. 

The chapter records the meeting; .we must look else
where for the result of that meeting; for the moment 
I simply ask you to notice that they met. 

Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin, the 
supreme religious court of the Jews, and an influential 
member at that, a master, ver. 10 literally, the master 
of Israel. But even so, we find him, though evidently 
seeking after light, spiritually blind. ( compare verses 
9 and 12). 

By very virtue of his profession as an exponent of 
the Scriptures he ought to have known from the read
ing of the Old Testament of the need and nature of 
the New Birth. If he didn't know such elementary 
things how could he know and believe deeper things. 
(verse 12). 

Now get hold of this first lesson; Nicodemus was 
like tens of thousands of people to-day, perchance like 
you ; thoroughly religious and, I do not doubt, devout 
also, but outside the Kingdom of GOD, and that be
cause of two negatives that completely disqualified 
him from a place in that kingdom. Look at them in. 
verses 10 and 12, "knowest not," "believe not." He 
knew not and believed not.

Before we go any further will you quietly settle it 
before God whether those things are true of you. 

First, then, there is Nicodemus, a man in authority 
as a teacher but with nothing authoritative to say; a 
man who should have known but was sure of nothing; 
a man absolutely in the dark ( and the fact that he came 
to Jesus by night, may be a picture of the night in 
which his soul was found just then). 

The man in the dark comes to the MAN in the 
light; the man who didn't know comes to the MAN 
Who did know (v. 11) the man without true authority 
con1es to the authoritative MAN (verses 2 and 13). 

Now look at this MAN, the One called Jesus, to 
Whom Nicodemus came. 
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First.-He was a recognised Teacher; "We know 
that thou art a teacher" ver. 2, but the authority of 
His teaching lay in the great backing that His deeds 
gave to His words; "We know that Thou art a teacher 
conie fro1n God: £ or no man can do these miracles 
that Thou doest, except God be with him." Here 
then was One Who had the authority of God behind 
His teaching, such authority being acclaimed by the 
wonder of His works. 

Secondly, note His dual personality
!. Son of Man (verses 13-14). 
2._ Son of GOD (verse 16). 

The burden of the message of this unique Person
ality, this great Teacher was concerning heavenly 
things, and He has a right to be heard, for He came 
directly down from heaven to declare heavenly things, 
and He came by the way of incarnation. The eternal 
Son of God became Son of Man ! but in becoming 
Man He never divested Himself of Deity, for note the 
attribute of Godhead ascribed to the Son of Man in 
verse 13. "The Son of Man which is in heaven." In 
heaven, but talking to Nicodemus on earth! Omni
presence! 

Thirdly, let us listen afresh to the ineffable music 
of His Name ... . JESUS, Saviour. He is the Saviour 
come down from heaven, in touch with God, Himself 
God, in touch with man, Himself MAN, and He has 
come teaching the principles of salvation. 

I submit, that you, like Nicodemus, would be well 
advised to go to Him; there is no authority apart from 
Christ upon heavenly things. 

As we pass on to our next section, let us remember 
that we have seen, in this story, a sinner and the 
Saviour meet. May the Lord graciously grant that 
through the perusal of these pages, other sinners may 
meet the Saviour. 

(2) Two IMPERATIVEs-ver. 7 and ver. 14 :-
1. "Ye must be born again" ( verse 7).
2. "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
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even so must the Sol) of man be lifted up" (verse 14). 
The subject of the conversation between Nicodemus 

and the Lord Jesus Christ was the kingdom of God, 
that is, that realm in which God is absolutely supreme; 
.�e ahvays is of course, but I mean acknowledged as 
such. Where God is known and loved and honoured 
and obeyed ; where loving and "loyal allegiance to Him 
·go hand in hand with intimate communion with Him.

Before entral)ce into that kingdom is possible, two 
things are absolutely imperative, the one is in relation 
to the sinner, the other is in relation to the Saviour. 

Take verse 14 first-"so must the Son of man be 
lifted up." 

Before one guilty sinner could enter the kingdom of 
God sin must be atoned for. One only could at once 
satisfy the claims of heaven's justice and earth's need; 
the Son of man, He must be crucified. 

"There was none other good enough 
To pay the price of sin, 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven and let us in." 

Thank God that great necessity for the vindication 
of the divine character and the justification of poor 
sinners is accomplished fact. "Christ died and rose 
and revived." Christ died for our sins, according to 
the Scriptures; He bore the judgment due to our sins, 
thereby settling every claim that the outraged throne 
of God could demand. 

But even so the fact remains that our nature is 
evil, inherently evil, and 

"Nought that defileth, nought that defileth, 
Can ever enter in." 

"Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God," ( 1 Cor. 15. SO). It is imperative that we have 
a new nature, clean and incapable of sin, and at the 
same time capable of enjoying God, living in the 
realm of God, and understanding the things of God. 

B 



106 THE ACCEPTED TIME. 

"Ye must be born again." 
Now may I ask your careful attention to several 

verses in our passage concerning the new birth :-
Verse 6. The Miracle of the New Birth. We are 

"born of the Spirit." New birth is nothing. less than 
the creative act of the almighty Spirit; it is not some
thing that we can work up ourselves; it is not the 
result of emotion; it is the work of God. 

Verse 7. The Must of the New Birth. We have 
already stressed this ; it is a tremendous necessity. 

Verse 8. The Manifestation of the New Birth. 
"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh 
or ,vhither it goeth; so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit." 

We hear the tempest's roar; we see the giant oaks 
bow and strain be£ ore it, and the tranquil sea lashed 
into billows, mountains high. We cannot see the wind 
but we hear the sound thereof, and we see the effects; 
they are the manifestation of an unseen power. So 
is every one that is born of the Spirit. When the 
mighty miracle has been wrought the evidence of it 
is seen in the person that has been born again ; if 
there is no evidence in the life that the Holy Spirit 
is there it may well be questioned whether the work 
has taken place at all. 

Verses 1 S and 16. The Means of the New Birth. 
The means whereby the New Birth comes in the ex
perience of the individual is found to be through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, "Whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." 
It is not believing about Him but believing in Him 
that brings life, just as it is not a drowning man's 
thoughts about a life-boat that will bring hime life, 
in the place of a grave in the deep, but his response 
to those thoughts, getting into the life-boat. 

(3) Two PROVISIONS. First there was the pro
vision made for Israel bitten by the serpents; and 
secondly there is the provision made for mankind 
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bitten by sin. The Lord Jesus Christ uses the former 
and physical as a type of the latter and spiritual. 

Shall we examine the anology? 
1. As the Israelites were bitten by serpents so all

mankind has been bitten by that old serpent the devil, 
and the deadly poison of his sting is sin.

2. For Israel God's remedy was a brazen serpent
lifted upon a pole, but for sinners the remedy is found 
in His Son lifted upon the cross. The uplifted serpent 
set forth the death of the destroying serpents and 
through crucifixion Christ vanquished Satan, the great 
enemy of our race. 

3. But as the bitten Israelite must look in faith to
ward God's provision if he would be healed of his 
deadly bite, so the sinner if he would be healed of the 
malady of sin and delivered from spiritual and eternal 
death must look in repentance toward God and in faith 
toward His provision, Christ crucified and risen again. 

4. In each case note that the provision was made
through grace and offered to those who were absolutely 
undeserving. 

John 3. 16 has been described as the Gospel in a 
nut-shell, but Dr. Graham Scroggie has pointed out an 
acrostic of the Gospel in that nut-shell; may I indicate 
·t?1 •

For God so loved the world that He gave His
Only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
Perish, but have 
Everlasting 
Life. 

( 4) Two PROSPECTS. These are simply stated but
who shall fathom the depth of their meaning? Simply 
stated they are to perish, verses 15 and 16, and to be 
saved, verse 17. 

By nature we are perishing, by the new nature we 
are being saved (1 Cor. 1. 18, R.v.). This denotes 
direction, but direction determines destiny, eternal 
perishing, eternal salvation. Where are you going, 
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what is your prospect? May the Lord show you your 
direction, and if so be that revelation shows you to be 
on your way to hell, dear reader turn to Christ and so 
start on the way to heaven. 

Nicodemus was a timid man, he came to Jesus by 
night, but he was a wise man, he came to Jesus ; will 
you not? 

See the sequel to that meeting.-John 7. 50-52 re
cords his raising his voice in the interests of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the presence of His enemies ; and John 
19. 39 shows him entering into the fellowship of
Christ's sufferings. As you meet Hi1n through the
means of this chapter \vhat shall the sequel be in your
experience?

May I close with a short story I read somewhere 
leaving out the details, but giving just the outline. It 
is the story of a poor city waif, who having fallen 
under the influence of bad companions was waiting 
about one night for them at a street comer to join 
them in a daring burglary. 

A servant of God connected with a city mission 
seeing the forlorn look of the lad, approached him and 
asked him if he would like to have a free supper, and 
a warm bed. . This was something to which the poor 
boy was a stranger, but realising that the offer was 
too good to lose he promptly replied that he would. 
He was told to go to a certain house, where, upon his 
giving the right pass-word he \Vould be admitted to 
supper and bed; the pass-word, said his unknown 
friend, is John 3. 16. 

It seemed passing strange to the dark youth, but 
running off to put it to the test he found that all that 
the gentleman had said was true. He had a warm 
welcome ; a warm supper and a warm bed. 

Morning coming, he must leave the mission, but in 
crossing a busy thorough£ are he was knocked down 
and taken in a critical condition to the hospital. For 
days he hung between life and death, and the voice of 
the lad in delirium rang through the ward, again and 
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again, and this is what he was saying: "John 3. 16 
it was to do me good and so it has." �'John 3. 16 
it was to do me good and so it has." 

In time he came to consciousness and then loving 
lips explained to him the meaning of the wondrous 
verse. It had opened material blessings to him, but 
was intended of God to open spiritual and eternal 
blessings as well. 

To make a long story short, the outcome was that 
the lad was born again; he found in its deepest sense 
that John 3. 16 was to do him good and so it had. It 
secured for him a place in the comfort of the mission 
home, but better, infinitely better than that, it secured 
for him a place in the kingdom of God. 

Dear reader may you also be able to say, not only 
that "it was to do me good," that is true whether you 
apprehend·it or not, but "so it. has." God grant it for 
Christ's sake. 



AN URGENT MATTER. 

BY J. R. DIACK.

"Behold now is the accepted time; behold now is the 
day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6. 2). 

T
HERE is a constant stream of matters which call

for our attention as time moves on, some of 
them comparatively important, others trivial. But the 
arresting word "BEHOLD," twice used in the passage 
above quoted, turns our minds to a matter of which 
the importance is supreme. It seeks to engage the at
tention of all to that which affects all, and which none 
can allow to pass unheeded, without incurring serious 
disaster, and eternal loss. 

The urgency of the appeal is based on the limited 
time available. Note the "NOW" which speaks of a 
point reached ; and also implies a termination to that 
period which is spoken of as "THE TIME" and 
"THE DAY," a period during which certain matters 
may be attended to, called in the verse, "ACCEPT
ANCE" and "SALVATION." 

The fact of salvation being mentioned suggests the 
sinner's need of it, concerning which we read much in 
the Word ..of God. "By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all 
men, for that ALL HA VE SINNED." "By one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners," "Through the 
offence of one many be dead." "By the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men" (Rom. 5. 12-19). This 
is God's statement as to the cause of man's fallen state, 
and of all his mis£ ortunes and miseries. 

To alter this condition is impossible, so far as man 
himself is concerned. Indeed, so blinded is he by 
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Satan, that he does not even realize how utterly bad 
it is, and has no wish to alter it. He thinks he is all 
right, although he is but a slave of sin and Satan; 
so no hope can at all be entertained of him emanci
pating himself. The felon cannot feel, let alone break 
his fetters, and being a willing slave, has no desire to 
hear of anything which will bring about. his deliver
ance ; until he has first been convicted by the Spirit of 
God, and so had his eyes opened to turn from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

What then can�be done in face of such hopelessness 
and helplessness? It is plain that any advance must 
come from God's side: none can come from man's. 
"There is none that seeketh after God" (Rom. 3. 11). 
"They did not like to retain God in their knowledge" 
(Rom. 1. 28). Such statements as these show that 
nothing good can be expected of him ; and that unless 
God intervenes, eternal judgment will assuredly be his 
portion. 

This .is the solemn conclusion of Scripture. But is 
the matter to remain thus? No, God makes His ad
vance and says, 

"BEHOLD NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIME: 

BEHOLD NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION." 

His ·desire is that all men should be saved, and to 
that end He has provided a Saviour, Who by dying 
on Calvary has paid the ransom price for all (1 Tim. 
2. 1-6). This ransom price God has accepted, and has
proclaimed His appreciation of the same by setting
at His own right hand in heaven the One Who was
made sin and a curse for us ; and Who by His death
had satisfied each demand and claim of God's righteous
law.

God is glorified: the law is magnified: and a righte
ous basis has been laid for saving the sinner. "Grace 
reigns through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord" (Rom. 5. 21). God can now speak 
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to His fallen creatures, by the Spirit's testimony in 
the gospel message, and say, "Now is the day of 
salvation." 

The wretched sinner who, made conscious of his 
need by the Spirit's convicting power, sees with 
opened eyes his condition morally and spiritually, and 
longing for deliverance, cries out, "God be merciful 
to me the sinner," is turned to the Saviour and His 
finished work; discovers that it all has been wrought 
on his behalf ; and by faith rests for eternity on the 
One of Whom the �postle says, "He loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." 

But "TIME" and "DAY" suggests limitation of op
portunity. Time ends, and so does "the day." How 
much of my reader's day may' be already ·past, I know 
not; but if not yet saved, all that is past is lost oppor
tunity and dangerous procrastination. You have been 
rejecting God's gospel, despising .His Son, closing ear 
and heart to the pleadings of His Spirit of grace; 
while you have dismissed as mere religious trifling the 
sublime verities of the gracious provision made for 
you, and ignored the glorious proclamation, "Behold 
now is the day of salvation�" 

Is not this the apex of folly, the maximum of 
madness? Is it not spiritual suicide? Think of it, 
dear reader, ere you make the mad plunge into eter
nity, and open your eyes in hell, to meet your past 
life at the great white throne tribunal, and f roin thence 
to be sent to the hopeless despair of the Lake of Fire. 
Your remorse will be aggravated by the fact that you 
lived in the "ACCEPTED TIME," yet missed your 
opportunity. Is this a happy outlook? Remember 
too that Christ is soon coming to take away His own; 
and the sunset of "the day of salvation" will be fol
lowed by the dark "day of vengeance of our God." 

Flee, reader ! For your soul's sake flee; lest "TOO 
LA TE" ring in your ears through the ages of eternity. 



A DOUBLE BIRTHDAY. 

BY GEO. J. CHESTERMAN. 

T
HERE are RED LETTER DAYS in the lives of

us all. Nations also have their FETE DAYS, 
while families ever celebrate the welcome BIRTH
DAY. 

I bespeak the forbearance of the reader, as I know 
not how to refrain from brie�y telling of a personal 
experience. Oh the sacred· memories and sovereign
mercies associated with the sixteenth anniversary of 
my birth! 

That day was truly a SPIRITUAL BIRTHDAY, 
hence the words at the head of this article. 

At the dawn of a quiet Sunday;the postman brought 
me the following striking letter. How timely its mes
sage! How eternal its import! May it prove a living 
epistle to others as it did to my own soul. 

My Dear Young Friend, 
Sheffield, March, 1870 

Having heard that to-morrow (Sunday) \Vill be 
your birthday and that you will be sixteen years of 
age, I felt an earnest desire that you might AT ONCE 
become possessed of eternal life. 

Till that blessed moment arrives, you are not in 
the family, the "family of faith." 

However much your dear parents may rejoice 
that God has spared you to see the light of the anni
versary of your birth, and they DO REJOICE, and 
thank God for this, yet-there is a mighty transaction 
yet to take place ; there is an entire new birth yet to 
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experience, be£ ore your beloved parents and brother 
can think of your increasing years and the temptations 
to which you will be increasingly exposed, without a 
deeply anxious solicitude for your eternal well-being, 
for the salvation of your precious never-dying soul. 
That this very day may be to you a spiritual birthday, 
that this very day you may look to Jesus, trust to 
Jesus, and receive life in Jesus, is the earnest prayer 
of your friend and well-wisher, S. A. L. 

I was deeply moved by the perusal of the above 
solemn message, and be£ ore the close of that day of 
days, I had lost confidence in any supposed self-righte
ousness, and all hope in any of my own efforts or the 
merit of my own. works; and the GOODNESS of 
GOD had led me to repentance. A total change of 
mind both as to myself and as to God ! 

The Holy Spirit had revealed to my heart the riches 
of the grace of God, the value and the virtue of the 
blood of Christ, and filled me with a contrite and 
grateful sense of· the pardon of all sin, and the 
ASSURANCE of salvation. 

What a conversion from self to God! 
What an entire new birth! 

To God be all the praise! 

Hoping the reader will follow a little further, I add 
a few more details of that wonderful experience. 

In the afternoon of that memorable day, I attended 
a Gospel service, and at the close the preacher came 
and quietly sat beside me, the audience dissolved, and 
we were alone before God. 

The gracious persuasiveness of the preacher seemed 
to win my confidence, and my usual great aversion to 
personal dealing seemed to vanish, and I thought : "If 
you can help me how glad I shall be!" 

So he read to me : "God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son," and paused. I said, 
"Yes, I have always believed that," and both attention 
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and anxiety increased. He then said : "That whoso
ever believeth in Him, should not perish but have ever
lasting life." 

Again I said "Yes, but I do not feel saved!" Again 
he read the verse, and I felt he was trying to press 
upon me the wonderful and logical sequence of the 
clauses of that sublime message. So I said : "Sir, I 
am not a hypocrite, and I cannot say 'I am saved,' till 
I am saved." 

He then committed me to God in prayer, and said, 
"Go home dear young man." And then he departed. 

Alone I stood before God, and from the deepest 
darkness and sense of need I said, "0 God save me !" 

After a pause something like the following flashed 
through my soul-"W ell, Jesus died for sinners, I am 
a sinner. Oh I see ! Jesus died for me !" 

In that solemnly silent moment I was overwhelmed 
with the glorious certainty that I was a sinner, a saved 
sinner over whom the angels were rejoicing. 

'Tis done the great transaction's done ! 
Over half a century has but increased the realization 

of indebtedness to God, to Whom be glory for ever. 



THE ACCEPTED SACRIFICE. 

BY H. BAILIE. 

"And be shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt
offering; and it shall be accepted for him, to make atone
ment for him" (Lev. 1. 4). 

I
N the book of Leviticus we see the Son of God pre

figured in the types connected with the tabernacle; 
and of the value of such types the late R. M. 
M'Cheyne has given a very beaut�ful illustration. 
"Suppose," said he, "that one to whom you were a 
stranger were wrapped in a thick veil; though you 
could not discern his features, yet if the lineaments 
were pointed out to you through the folds, you could 
form some idea of the appearance and beauty of the 
veiled one. But suppose that one whom you know 
and love, whose f ea tu res you have of ten studied face 
to face, were to be veiled in this way, how easily you 
could discern the features and form of this veiled 
one." 

Thus it is with the believer. As he moves among 
these Old Testament scenes, he can distinguish clearly 
the form of his Saviour. Abel's offering, Isaac's ram, 
the nation's scapegoat on the day of atonement; in all 
of these he sees "the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." And when he reads, "It shall 
be accepted for him," his faith can see the 
ACCEPTED SACRIFICE of the Holy Son of God, 
who offered Himself "without spot." Christ. was in
deed the spotless One, "holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens in His exaltation. As we follow Him from 
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the manger of His lowly birth to the cross of His 
shameful death, whether it be by Sychar's well, in the 
glory of the transfiguration mount, or at the garden of 
Gethsemane, we think again and again of the words 
of Hebrews 10. : "In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for 
sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me), 
to do Thy will, 0 God; .... by the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ, once for all." In His death on the cross, Christ 
gave Himself a ransom for all. 

"He once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God." What a sublime and 
awful mystery ! The Judge of all the earth is treated 
as a criminal; the Lawgiver is put in the place of the 
lawbreaker; the Prince of Life is sentenced to death. 
As the Hymn-writer says-

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood: 

Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 

Reader, will you ponder it? The visitor to the grave 
has come forth the victor. As we sing in another 
hymn-

He the accepted sacrifice 
From the vanquished grave did rise: 
Free Himself, He set us free 
In His perfect liberty. 

The blood of the Saviour's cross has opened heaven 
to the lost of earth, and caused to be written over 
its portals those lif egiving words, "Whosoever will, let 
him come." Let us remember, however, it has also 
closed the door against all who refuse its cleansing 
po�er. All need its cleansing, for "we are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags " (Isa. 64. 6). "All have sinned and com� short 
of the glory of God " (Rom. 3. 23). God is no re-
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specter of persons, and whether rich or poor, bond or 
free, prince or peasant; "except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Not the white-washed but those who are blood
washed enter heaven. In Rev. 7. 13 we read, "These 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." But while multitudes assent to all this, 
while they know that the Sufferer on the cross is now 
the Saviour on the throne, and that God says, "Behold 
now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
Salvation," --yet they are ensnared by Satan's master
stroke of deception, "TIME ENOUGH," and so miss 
the salvation, full, present, and free, which the Lord 
offers them. 

When it is a question of the affairs of this life, all 
are anxious to make the best of it. The merchant 
watches for the rising market; the capitalist looks out 
for a safe and profitable investment; in social, political, 
and business life, all are on the watchtower to seize 
the passing opportunity; while Heaven's NOW of 
entreaty is seldom listened to, and eternal things are 
kept afar off. Jesus says, "Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." 

Fellow-traveller to eternity, on your way to ever
lasting judgment, I beg of you to stop, and ere you 
finish reading this, make Christ Jesus your choice. 
Yield to Him NOW-to-morrow may be too late. 
NOW is the accepted time. The Lord warns you not 
to procrastinate. Think of Lot's wife who lingered 
and looked back, and was turned into a pillar of salt. 
Think of trembling Felix who said, "Go thy way; 
when I have a convenient season I will call for thee." 
Remember that the day of grace will be followed .by 
the night of gloom; the short-lived pleasures of earth 
will pass away before the never-ending wails of eter
nity; the Saviour's COME will give place to. the 
Judge's DEPART. 
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Are you not conscious how quickly time flies? This 
life is but a span, a handbreadth. Look around you 
and think how many of your associates have gone from 
the ranks of the living, to join the congregation of the 
dead. Some of them seemed as firm and as strong as 
you, yet they have gone like the shadow that declineth; 
and it may be your turn next. Listen to the voice of 
the Spirit; "To-day, if ye· will hear His voice, harden 
not your hearts." "Come now, and let us reason to
gether, saith the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool." 

Now! now! now! 
To-morrow too late may be 

0 sinner, with tears of contrition bow, 
Confessing, "He died for me." 

Multitudes have embraced this great salvation, why 
not you? Men of every clime, kindred, and tongue 
have become followers of the Lamb. Kings and 
princes, prophets and preachers, statesmen and poets, 
rich and poor, all have acknowledged that He alone 
is worthy; while angels, principalities, and powers 
stand in amazement, learning through the recipients of 
His grace the manifold wisdom of God. 

Yes, there is salvation now. Jesus saith, "He that 
believeth on Me hath everlasting life.�' You may be 
made sure of your acceptance while you read these 
lines. Saints of all ages have gloried in this wonderful 
redemption, "to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein He hath made us ACCEPTED IN THE BE
LOVED." Hear what Job says, "I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stai:id at the latter 
day upon the earth" (Job 19. 25). And hear the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel, "Blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, whose sin is "Overed" (Psa. 32. 1). The 
rock of security beneath the feet of Paul the aged 
was, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have committed 
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unto Him, against that day" (2 Tim. 1. 12). The dis
ciple ·who lived nearest the Master wrote, "He that 
hath the Son hath life, ahd he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life" (1 John 5. 12). 

What shall we say more? Space would fail us to 
tell of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, of the prophets, 
and of countless multitudes besides; men v1ho "died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth." Think too of the noble 
army who even now.are travelling the narrow way to 
appear before God; singing as they journey their pil
grim �ong-

Theri let our songs abound; 
Let every tear be dry. 

We're marching through Immanuel's ground 
To fairer worlds on high. 

Reader, be£ ore I lay down my pen, I would again 
earnestly ask you to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your own personal Saviour. Hearken to His entreaty, 
"Come unto Me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden; and I will give you rest." Think of the awful 
alternative should you refuse. It is to meet Him as 
your Judge, and to hear those soul-terrifying words, 
"Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre
pared for the devil and his angels." Think of the 
duration of eternity. If you could count every drop 
in the ocean, and take a million years for each drop; 
eternity would then have but begun. Awake ! awake, 
I beseech you ! Awake now ! Your soul must exist

for ever. The door into the Kingdom is open wide, 
and the blood of the Redeemer is your title to enter. 
God the Father invites you, the Holy Spirit strives 
with you, Christians pray for you, angels would wel-
come you. Enter NOW. 

Pass in! Pass in! The banquet is for thee: 
The cup of everlasting love is free. 



TRUE FAITH. ILLUSTRATED. 

BY C. H. MACKINTOSH. 

"Give diligence to make your calling and election sure" 
(2 Peter 1. 10). 

A 
DEAR boy in whose spiritual history I was and

still am deeply interested was sorely troubled 
for many a day with this question, "How am I to know 
that Christ died for me?" He knew a great deal of 
truth. He was, intellectually, so clear and well in
structed as to be able to detect any false statement in 
a tract or lecture. He was, intimately acquainted with 
the plan of salvation, and much interested in the sub
ject of religion, generally. But he had no personal 
enjoyment of Christ. He could not see his own in
terest in Christ. His great and constant difficulty was 
embodied in the question, "How am I to KNOW that 
Christ died for ME?" 

However, it pleased the Lord at length to make use 
of a very simple incident to answer this dear boy's 
absorbing question. He was sitting beside me in my 
room, conversing about the matter of his salvation. 
He told me he felt assured that Christ died for sinners, 
but that he could not see how he was to appropriate 
Christ to himself. There was a Railway Time Table 
on the wall, and at the bottom of the Time Table ap
peared the following statement: "Children under six 
years travel free." I called his attention to those 
words, and. simply said to him, "Now, if you were a 
child under six years, would you have any difficulty in 
appropriating or applying that statement to yourself? 
Would it not rather be a difficulty, yea, an impossi
bility, not to apply it? Before you can refuse the ap
plication, you must prove yourself to be over six years 
of age. To any child under six years of age, the 
statement applies with as much force as though he 
were the only child in the world. True, you do not 
see your own name given in the statement ; and even 
though your own name were there it would not help 
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you in the matter of appropriation, inasmuch as if 
there were any other child of the same name, the 
question would be involved in hopeless uncertainty. 
But ,vhen you see your age, your state, your condition, 
you can have no further difficulty; you may ref use to 
take your seat, but you cannot refuse the application of 
the offer. 

And now to apply this illustration : I read in the 1st 
chapter of 1st Timothy, "This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the ·world to save sinners." "Are you a sinner?" 
"Oh! yes," said he, "that I am in truth." "Well, if 
you are, in heart and conscience, on the ground of a 
lost sinner, then did Christ come to save you, just as 
much as if you were the only sinner in the world. 
You must prove yourself to be not a sinner, be£ ore 
you can refuse the application of the Gospel message. 
The Gospel applies itself, it is for you to believe and 
rejoice in the application." 

The Spirit of God blessed the illustration. The 
simple truth of ·the Gospel flashed like a sunbeam on 
the mind of the child, and he was enabled to kneel at 
my side and thank God that he now KNEW what he 
had so long desired to know, that CHRIST DIED 
FOR HIM. It was a clear, decided, unmistakable 
case. Speaking to a friend shortly after, he said : 
"Do you know that all the devils in hell could not 
_shake my faith now!" "Indeed,'' said the friend, 
amazed at the bold decision on the part of one who had 
suffered so much from doubts and fears. "How is 
that?" "Because it is founded on the Word of God." 
Blessed foundation! Not on feeling, not on reason, 
not on imagination, not on assumption, but simply on 
the WORD OF GOD. This is enough. "Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures: He was 
buried, and rose again the third day according to the 
Seri ptures." 

May the Lord bless this simple incident to many an 
anxious soul, and His name shall have all the glory. 

\ 
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THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS. 

BY ERNEST BARKER. 

T
HERE are few joys on earth equal to the joy of

forgiveness. It is a joy which cannot be de
scribe_d in cold print-it can only be known by personal
expenence. 

But be£ ore this invaluable blessing can be possessed, 
there are two considerations which should clearly be 
b<?rne in mind, the first of which is, the need of for
giveness. 

The realisation of this need comes with an adequate 
appreciation of divine holiness, and man's sinfulness. 
God is so infinitely holy that He cannot allo,v sin in 
His presence, as we are reminded so forcibly in the 
words of Scripture :-"Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity." An in
adequate appreciation of what sin really is in the sight 
of God lies at the root of the callousness and indiffer
ence which characterise so many in these days, con
sequently blinding their eyes to the urgent need of 
forgiveness. 

We do well to remember that sin is so heinous that, 
just as one leak will sink a huge liner, so one sin. is 
sufficient to alienate a soul from God, and effectually 
bar his entrance into heaven, unless some provision is 
made whereby God is able to pardon the sinner, and 
at the same time retain His holy character. 

Moreover, the Bible affirms that ALL have sinned 
and have come short of the glory of God. This not 
only applies to those whose lives are manifestly sinful, 
but also to those who are strictly moral and religious. 
Many appear to assume that they have already attained 
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to the divine standard, and that, there£ ore, nothing 
further is required. But this assumption is altogether 
futile, for the simple reason that the only standard 
which God has placed before us is PERFECTION. 
The test is perfectly easy. The Lord Jesus said that 
the first commandment was the greatest,. namely, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind," and the 
heart-searching question arises-Have I attained to 
that standard? If I have, it means that I have never 
harboured a wrong thought ; I have never uttered a 
wrong word; I have never committed a ·wrong act. It 
means that my whole life, from the time I was capable 
of thinking for myself until this present moment, has 
been unimpeachable. It means, in short, that I have 
lived a life which has been as perfect as that lived by 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who never 
once committed a sin from Bethlehem to Calvary. 

If all this be true of me, then I have nothing to 
fear, but if I have failed, even in one insignificant 
point, I at once come under the divine condemnation 
as a sinner, and stand in• need of that forgiveness 
which God alone can bestow. The unpleasant fact is 
that w-e all owe a debt of loving obedience to God 
which we have absolutely failed to render, and every 
sin we commit is an accumulation of unpaid debt. 

The second consideration to bear in mind is, the 
possibility of forgiveness. 

If it be true that the holiness of God forbids Him 
to allow sin in His presence: if it be true that all His 
creatures have sinned, and therefore come under His 
righteous condemnation: if it be true that one sin is 
sufficient to bar our entrance into heaven, God's dwell
ing place-if all this be true (AND IT IS TRUE)
the question instinctively comes to one's mind, Is for
giveness possible? .Can God really forgive the sinner, 
and at the same time retain His holy character? 

The answer is, YES, because God is not only essen
tially holy, but also wonderfully merciful and gracious. 
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The same book which tells us that He is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, also records these words, "The 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth'' (Exod. 24. 6). This 
is indeed good news from a far country, and the very 
words resemble the sound of a refreshing stream in 
the midst of a desert land. 

Now, God had already decreed that "Without the 
shedding of blood is no remission," and from this 
principle He has never deviated. This necessitated a 
sacrifice so great, and so costly, as to be adequate to 
meet God's righteous demands, and the sinner's des
perate need. Such a sacrifice was provided in the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and herein lies God's 
plan of salvation in all its greatness and grandeur. 

The words uttered by Christ on the cross, "Father, 
forgive them," denote that forgiveness may be enjoyed
because of that vicarious death. His three-worded 
proclamation, "IT IS FINISHED," implies that He 
the Just One suffered for us the unjust ones that we 
might be brought to God. Moreover, God signalised 
His approval of that tremendous sacrifice by raising 
Christ from the dead, and surely if God is satisfied 
with the work of His Son, we should be satisfied too. 

There is an exceedingly interesting incident recorded 
in the Ii£ e of Moses. The children of Israel had sinned 
against the God Who loved them by worshipping a 
golden calf. This wilful act of rebellion incurred the 
righteous anger of God, Who indeed would have 
punished His people according to the seriousness of 
their sin had not Moses "stood in the breach," and 
pleaded with God to forgive them. These were· the 
actual words he used :-" And now, if Thou wilt for
give Thy people-( well), but if not, blot me I pray 
Thee out of the book which Thou hast written." Moses 
was actually willing to forfeit every divine blessing if 
only God would forgive His people, though of course 
that could never be. It was impossible for Moses to 
bear the entire weight of Israel's guilt. 
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But what Moses could not do, CHRIST DID, when 
He bore that terrible load of sin, by being made sin 
for us. The reason He uttered that awful cry, "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" was 
because He was then suffering as the sinner's substitute 
-the perfect sacrifice-God's great provision for His
creatures.

Let us be perfectly clear upon this matter. It is the 
DEATH OF CHRIST that avails for us, and not the 
life that He lived upon this earth. That spotless life 
condemns me rather than avails me for salvation. His 
perfect life signified His fitness to die for others. 

Because of the all-sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice, 
God is now both able and willing to forgive, as we are 
reminded in the encouraging words, "For Thou Lord 
art good and ready to forgive" (Psaim 86. S). Yes, 
He is READY at this instant to forgive all who are 
wise enough to avail themselves of the perfect provi
sion made at Calvary. 

This theme is so absorbingly interesting that we do 
well to pursue it a little further. 

The shortest letter written by the Apostle Paul ( of 
which we have any record) was addressed to Philemon. 
Some time previous to the writing of this letter, Phile
mon had taken into his home a slave, named Onesimus, 
who cruelly robbed his master, and fled· to Rome. 

Whilst in Rome, Onesimus heard the gospel from 
the lips of the great Apostle, and was gloriously con
verted. Now let us endeavour to visualise what fol
lowed. The Apostle sends Onesimus back to Philemon 
with this striking message, "Receive him a� myself" 
(that is "r�ckon to him my merit"), and he follows 
up this statement by saying, "If he hath wronged thee, 
or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account" (that 
is "reckon to me his demerit"). And in order to re
move any suspicion of a misunderstanding, �e further 
adds, "I, Paul, have written it with mine own hand, 
I will repay it." This beautiful and touching incident 
forms an apt illustratioi:i of the large-heartedness of 
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God's devoted servant. Paul had no idea how much 
Onesimus had wronged Philemon, nor did he know 
how much he owed him, but whatever it was the 
Apostle was willing to become responsible, and the 
guarantee ,vas his own hand writing. 

The above incident also forms a magnificent picture 
of the amazing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. I had 
sinned against God-how often I know not. I had 
wronged Him-to what extent I cannot tell, but the 
Lord Jesus voluntarily undertook to put that wrong 
right, and to pay that enormous debt on my behalf. 
It is as though He said to God, "If he hath wronged 
Thee, or oweth Thee ought, put that to mine account," 
and to accomplish this tremendous task Christ jour
neyed to Calvary, and there by means of His atoning 
work made forgiveness a glorious possibility. And 
we have His written Word for this. "In whom (i.e. in 
Christ Jesus) we have redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins" (Col. 1. 14). 

No tongue can tell ; no finite mind can grasp what 
Christ suffered on the cross. But the tremendous
ness of that sacrifice was such that it covered the 
need of the greatest, as well as the most respectable, 
sinner in· creation. Therefore none need despair. 

This brings us to the consideration of 
THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS. 

What could surpass the joy of knowing that the 
debt has been cancelled; the judgment borne; the 
work of salvation satisfactorily and thoroughly accom
plished? ·To know this brings about a soul-relief 
which can only be enjoyed by those who have entered 
into this wonderful blessing. 

The publican in the temple who smote his hand 
upon his breast, and cried, "God be merciful to me 
a sinner" knew something of this joy, inasmuch as 
God heard his supplication and forgave him there 
and then. He went down to his house JUSTIFIED 
rather than the Pharisee who trusted in himself, and 
consequently missed the blessing _which would have 
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been his, had he only recognised and acknowledged 
his sinnership. (See Luke 18. 9-14). 

When the Lord Jesus was in the house of a certain 
Pharisee, He was approached by a ,voman "which 
was a sinner." This woman, realising her need of 
forgiveness, stood behind the Saviour and washed 
His feet with tears and wiped them ,vith her hair, 
after which she repeatedly kissed His feet, and an
ointed them with some very costly ointment which she 
had brought with her. Thus, without uttering a single 
word, this woman took her place as a penitent sinner 
at the Saviour's feet. Was she disappointed? Nay! 
The Lord Jesus, Who sees beneath the exterior, and 
reads the language of the heart, saw the confidence 
which she placed in Him, and said to the Pharisee 
who had invited Him, "Her sins which are many are 
forgiven," after which He c.onveyed the joyful news 
to the woman herself in the words "Thy sins are 
forgiven." 

What wonderful events took place at that moment! 
"There is more joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth than over ninety and nine just persons which 
need no repentance." Heaven must have vibrated with 
joy over the repentance and subsequent forgiveness 
of this sinful woman. The Saviour rejoiced over 
the finding of this lost ·slieep; and as for the woman 
herself, how great must have been the joy which 
flooded her soul when that terrible burden was lifted, 

· and she knew that forgiveness was an accomplished
fact in her life! ( See· l:uke 7. 36-50).

A similar experience came to the Philippian jailor
when he brought Paul and Silas out of the dungeon,
and asked the momentous question ( the importance
of which is so little appreciated in these days), "Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?" This man, who had
been so hard and callous, was at once directed to
Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and the jailor, real
ising his need of salvation, thel".e and then surrendel".ed
himself to Christ-AND WAS SAVED. All his
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sins were forgiven, and as an evidence of the reality 
of his conversion, he brought God's servants into his 
house, washed their stripes, was baptised, and RE
JOICED, believing in God with all his house. All 
heaven rejoiced on that memorable day; Paul and 
Silas rejoiced; and the jailor and all the members of 
his household rejoiced, inasmuch as he and they were 
all eternally saved, forgiven, and blessed. ( See Acts 
16. 25-34).

The Ethiopian Eunuch had an experience which
cJosely resembled that just related. This man ,vas 
greatly concerned as to his spiritual welfare, and 
when God's servant, Philip, preached unto him JESUS 
as the Saviour in Whom he should trust, he accepted 
the offer of salvation by believing in Christ; was 
baptised, after which he went on his way REJOICING 
He had entered upon a higher and nobler life. His 
sins were forgiven through the efficacy of the precious 
blood of Christ, and a deep, lasting joy filled and 
flooded his soul. ( See Acts 8. 26-39). 

This is God's desire concerning each of us. How 
many there are who are under the erroneous im
pression that God is hard, sev·ere, and even cruel. 
On the contrary He is LONGSUFFERING, not will
ing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. Our highest welfare is His highest 
desire. He longs that we should know Him as He is 
revealed in Christ Jesus. He has brought heaven, 
with all its inexpressible glories, within one grasp. Re 
loves us as only we can be loved by One Who Him
self is love. 

Nothing could be inore pathetic than our Lord's 
soul-stirring lamentation ever the holy city :-"0 J er
usalem, J erusalem,-ho,v of ten would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under he wings, but ye would not." No 
wonder the Saviour wept over that privileged city. 
Superabounding love had been displayed-only to be 
rejected. Unparellelled mercy· had been extended-
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only be despised. Outstretched arms had been patient
ly waiting to receive and bless-only to be treated 
with disdain. 

May I make a loving appeal to my reader? Surely 
the least yoµ. can do is to respond to so great a man
ifestation of divine grace by abandoning yourself to 
Him Who has left no stone unturned to ensure your 
everlasting good. Why continue ·in a perpetual state 
of unrest and uncertainty? Why risk so much when 
eternal issues are at stake? Does not wisdom herself 
raise her warning voice in protest agai�st such a course 
of indiscretion? 

If you realise your need of forgiveness why not, 
at this very instant, avail yourself of so inestimable 
a blessing by a<;cepting Christ as your Saviour and 
Lord? No physical effort is necessary; no long pro
cess of gradual reformation ; no incessant series of 
patchwork;· but a simple child-like confidence in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who loved you 
unto death. 

By thus accepting HIM, you will be in personal 
possession of God's great salvation; you will be safe 
for time and eternity; and you will enter into the, 
JOY OF FORGIVENESS, knowing that judgment 
with all its· terrors is behind you, and that heaven , 
with all its glories awaits you. 

As a final word, let us ever remember that when 
God forgives our sins HE FORGETS THEM. "Their 

. sins a_nd iniquities will I remember NO MORE" (Heb. 
10. 17).

Because the sinless Saviour died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God, the Just, is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me. 



THE SURE FOUNDATION. 

BY C. A. SWAN. 

I
T is strange and solemn in these days that many

sincere people are longing for some sure founda- · 
tion upon which to build their hopes for eternity, and 
yet they are quite igno�ant of the fact that God in His 
Word has offered us the very Foundation they long 
for. On the other hand there are many, and they: 
may be equally sincere, who think and even teach the• 
possibility of salvation on some ground other than that 
which God has made so clear in the Scriptures. 

Let us begin by thinking of the second· class. Can 
people who think and teach contrary to the Word of 
God possibly be sincere? I do not doubt the possibility 
£ or a moment. At the same time one cannot close his 
eyes to the fact that many who must be included in 
this class are not sincere, for the bitterness which they 
show towards the teaching of the Scriptures is a proof 
of their lack of sincerity. 

Is it not strikingly manifest that £ or people of a 
certain cast of mind, all that is necessary to assure 
their rejection of any theory of salvation is that it 
should be orthodox, i.e., in accordance with the teach
ing of the Scriptures, no matter how reasonable it 1nay, 
be; while, ·contrariwise, all that is necessary to assure 
their acceptance of any theory is that it should be un
orthodox, or contrary to the teaching of God's Word, 
no matter how unreasonable it may be. Thus it is that 
they summarily reject the Truth and imbibe error, or 
in the words of the Lord Jesus, they "Strain at the 
gnat, and swallow the camel" (Matt. 23.-24. R. v). 
Their so doing is a proof of their insincerity and 
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opposition to the Truth of God, in other words, they 
have allowed themselves to be blinded by the enemy 
of their souls and are experiencing the truths of 2 
Cor. 4. 3-4, R.v. "If one Gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
in them that are perishing, in whom the God of this 
age hath blinded the minds (thoughts) of the un
believing, that the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon 
them," and also 2 Thess. 2. 11, "For this cause (be
cause they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved" (v. 10). God sendeth them a working 
of error, that they should believe a lie : that they all 
might be judged who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. The two points which 
demand special attention in these verses are that the 
people in question are "unbelieving" and they "received 
not the love of the truth." Because of the first-their 
unbelief, the god of this age has the power to blind 
them to the truths of the gospel, and because of the 
second-their refusal to receive the love of the truth, 
God Himself gives them up to the reception of the 
"lie" of the devil which he ( the devil) is careful to 
present in an endless variety of forms to suit every 
variety of mind in his dupes. 

The question of sincerity, however, must be left 
with God, He seeth and knoweth the heart and will 
never misjudge any of His creatures, and we do not 
believe that any really sincere person will be left in 
the dark. God will see· to that. 

We can, therefore, leave the ultimate judgment of 
all in the hands of God, fully persuaded that He, 
"the Judge of all the earth, will do right" (Gen. 18.25). 
But we are bound to form our judgment of the words 
and ways of all who teach the possibility of salvation 
on any other terms than those which God has clearly 
set forth in the Scriptures of Truth. 

If we think of the days of the Apostles and early 
disciples we find that many forms of error were being 
propagated. Some had even gone so far as to say 
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"that-there is no resurrection of the dead" ( 1 Cor. 15. 
12). It is quite possible that the teachers in question 
did not understand what was involved in such teaching, 
and the false charity which is so prevalent in our 
days, would have said, "Let it rest there, no doubt 
they are sincere." Not so the Apostle, who shows 
that in this teaching, the resurrection of Christ Himself 
was involved ( verses 12-34), without which there could 
have been no complete Gospel ( vv. 1-11), and con
sequently no salvation (vv. 12-19). Men to-day have 
gone even further than this, for some distinctly teach 
that Christ did not rise from the dead. It is well to 
notice that the Apostle in establishing the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ not only shows that without it 
there could be no salvation, but also that salvation is 
impossible to the person who does not believe it(v. 2). 
A belief in any Gospel which does not include the 
three essentials of verses 3-4 can never save the soul 
These three essentials are ( 1) the vicarious death of 
Christ-"for our sins"; (2) His burial, and (3) His 
resurrection. And yet these, every one of them, are 
being assailed to-day. But, "Let God be true and 
every man a liar!" (Rom. 3. 4). For these comprise 
the only gospel-the gospel of Christ which is the 
power of God to everyone that believeth. 

Every man who has passed into eternity, whether 
soldier or civilian can be safely left in the hands of 
his Creator, and it is not for us to speculate as to his 
eternal welfare. Who knows what may pass between 
the soul and God even when there is no longer ability 
to communicate with those around, because of what 
we call unconsciousness? And who knows what may 
have passed between many of our brave soldiers who 
have died lingering deaths out in "no-man's land?" 
An agnostic converted in France while I was there 
told me how impressed he used to be when, in travers
ing no-man's land in attacks upon the enemy, he 
frequently saw the lifeless bodies of our lads lying 
with their empty water bottles and an open Bible or 
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New Testament by their side. In their dying moments 
they felt that water was needed for their bodies, and 
"living water" for their souls ; they knew also that the 
latter was to be found in the Word of God. Thou
sands received and carried the Word of Life in their 
pockets who were far from being decided Christians, 
and who shall say how many of them with the prospect 
of meeting God before them turned to that Word for 
light and got it at the last moment? 

The "last moment," however, always leaves some 
measure of doubt as to the destiny of the soul, there
fore the great and all-important lesson for the living, 
is BE IN TIME, so that there may be no possibility of a 
doubt as to how the soul stands in its relationship to 
God. In this connection it will be well to hear the 
testimony of two medical practitioners. . One, an 
American, affirmed that he had known of one hundred 
people who, face to face with death, had professed 
to be converted, but of whom, after their restoration 
to health, only three gave proofs of real conversion to 
God. An English doctor said he had known three 
hundred cases of people who, fearing they were about 
to die, professed to repent and to turn to God. They 
all recovered from their illnesses, but only ten gave 
proof of the sincerity of their repentance. Now it is 
interesting, though sad, to notice that the proportion 
of real conversions is about the same in each case, but 
the fact of the sincerity of these would lead us never 
to despair of the possibility of a real turning to God 
at the "last moment," and yet the proportion is so 
small that it carries with it a solemn ,varning never 
to put off the momentous question of the salvation of 
the soul, but rather to see· to it without a moment's 
delay. 

For many the "last moment" in which there is a 
chance of turning to God never comes. A dear friend 
of mine and one who is most earnest in Gospel work 
told me how on one occasion after he had preached 
the Gospel he felt deeply impressed that he should 
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speak to two young fellows who had listened with un
usual attention to the preaching. A voice seemed to 
say 'to him, "speak to the second," so he passed the 
first and asked the second how it was with his soul. 
There was anger in the young fellow's face as he re
plied that it was too bad that people should talk about 
his private life to strangers. "What do you mean?" 
asked my friend. "Well I_ know you took tea at my 
sister's house (I think it was a 'sister's'), and she has 
been telling you about me." My friend said he had 
not taken tea at his sister's, and warned him not to 
set aside what was evidently the message of God to 
his soul. 

In spite of my friend's words of warning the young 
fellow would not yield to Christ's claims. The next day 
he was walking along the bank of the river when he 
tripped, no one knows how, and fell into the river and 
was drowned. For him there was practically no "last 
moment," and there may not be for you. So beware! 

A trader, whom I knew intimately for years on the 
West .Coast of Africa, lived a life wholly absorbed in 
making money, except when occupied with worse 
things. Time after time he was warned but his con
tention was that he had "no time for religion yet," 
but he would have all put right on his death bed!" 
Many years after I had heard him use these words, 
he had occasion to go up into the interior and was 
shown hospitality by the missionaries. One day he 
visited a village some distance off to see someone on 
business. He rode an ox. On his way back he lost 
control of the animal and was thrown on to his head. 
He was carried to the mission station in an unconscious 
and dying condition. He did not linger long but passed 
into eternity to reap what he had sown during a mis
spent life, without ever regaining consciousness! For 
him there was no chance to have all put right on his 
death-bed, as he had expected. 

And for you? You may not say what he said about 
the matter, but you may be so absorbed with business, 
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or anything else, that you are practically making the 
same glaring mistake that he made. · I beseech you to 
be warned in time, and not to be satisfied till you can 
say, 

"On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

.

However, as I stated in the opening paragraph of 
this article, there are many sincere people who are 
longing for some sure foundation on which to build 
their hopes for eternity, but they seem to be ignorant 
of the fact that God in His Word has set forth this 
very foundation-"For other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" ( 1 
Cor. 3. 11), and the hope that is set on Him is not the 
vague and uncertain expectation whicli is sometimes 
implied when we use the word "hope." How strong 
and soul-satisfying is the language of Hebrews 6. 17-
20 :-"Men swear by the greater : and in every dispute 
of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. Wherein 
God being minded to shew more abundantly unto the 
heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, 
interposed with an oath: that by two immutable things, 
in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have 
a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to 
lay hold of the hope set before us." 

In the whole of revealed truth God has made noth
ing plainer than the facts that ( 1) He longs for all 

� to be saved; (2) the way of salvation itself, and (3)
that He ardently desires that the true believer should
know that He is saved. Let no one be deterred from
turning with all confidence to the Word of God by
the thought that it is necessary to look to those who
have given many years to its study to tell us what it
means. The Lord Jesus shows that the condition
necessary for understanding His teaching is not learn
ing but humility, and, granted this latter condition,
both the learned and unlearned may come to the know
ledge of the Truth. The Master's words make this
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very clear, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes" 
(Matt. 11. 25). 

In 1 Tim. 2. 3-4 we read, "God our Saviour; who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth." This word settles for ever 
the fact that, so far as God is concerned, He desires 
the salvation of all, and nothing in any other part of 
the Scriptures, even though it may appear to teach 
something different, can possibly alter this fact. Here 
it is the "Will" of God as expressive of His ardent 
desire and not His absolute will. The latter will be 
fulfilled though all created powers oppose it, but the 
former may be crossed and frustrated, for man is a 
free agent, and that is the reason why all are not saved. 

The way of salvation was opened up by Christ upon 
the Cross. He voluntarily undertook "to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. 9. 26), and we 
may rest fully assured that had there been any other 
possible way of putting away sin-the great obstacle 
between us <1;nd God,-the life of His "only b.egotten 
Son" would have been spared. He undertook the work 
which we could not do for ourselves, and which no 
other could do for us {Psalm 49. 7), but so perfectly 
did He do it that, be£ ore He yielded up His Spirit, 
He could say, "It is finished.'1 

Here it would be well to remember the words of 
"The Preacher" in Ecclesiastes 3. 14, "I know that, 
whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever : nothing 
can be put to it, nor anything taken from it: and God 
doeth it, that men should fear before Him." 

So the work of the Lord Jesus is a perfect work 
and if we seek to add to it or to take from it in any 
way we really insult the Saviour and close the door 
to our own salvation. 

God, in · raising Christ from the dead and giving 
Him the highest place in heaven, declares that He is 
fully satisfied with the Saviour's work and all His 

K 
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first claims have been met and vindicated. 
The Lord Jestis paid the price of our redemption 

in His own blood (1 Peter 1. 19), and He offers sal
vation freely to all who, realizing their sinfulness and 
need, turn to Him with truly penitent hearts. He 
offers to all the glorious results of His terrible suffer
ings on the Cross, but before ever they can be ours 
we must accept them. Thus in .Rev. 21. 6 we read, 
"I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely," and in Chap. 22. 17, "Who
soever will, let him take the water of life freely." 
So salvation becomes a question of giving and taking, 
He gives and I take. But-as we examine the Scriptures 
we find that salvation or Eternal Life is the result of-

Belief. 
Reception. 
Obedience. 
Coming. 
Following. 

John 3. 14-18; Acts 16. 31, etc. 
John 1. 12-13, etc. 
Acts 6. 7; Rom. 1. S, etc. 
John 6. 3S; Matt. 11. 28, etc. 
John 8. 12, etc. 

There need, however, be no confusion, for it is clearly 
seen, from a comparison of these and other passages, 
\hat the thought underlying any one of these words 
ls implied in all of, them. This arises from the fact 
that God does not give salvation as an abstract thing 
and the sinner cannot receive it as such. In other 
words we cannot a�cept salvation apart from accepting 
the Saviour, and to receive Christ as Saviour means 
to accept Him also as Lord. · This is seen in Rom. 10. 
9, (R.v.), "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus 
as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved," and 
also Philippians 2. 9-11, (R.v). 

Now just one closing word. God wishes all who 
thus bow to the conditions of Salvation laid down in 
His Word, to know they are saved and are in posses
sion of Eternal Life. Apart from this assurance and 
certainty of Salvation we shall never be really at rest 
nor enjoy our true portion in this world, and con-
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sequently we shall never be the bright and happy 
people God would have us be. Let us note one or two 
passages. See, for example, John S. 24. "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my Word, and 
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation (judgment, 
R.v.) but is passed from death unto life." Note the
tenses of the verbs, and remember they are the Lord's
own words. Now turn to 1 Peter 1. 5 : "Who are
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time." We see here,
so far as present salvation is concerned, the believer
(for "through faith" is the connecting link) is kept
by the very power of God ( there can be no greater
power), and he will be kept to the end, as surely as
his inheritance is kept for him (ver. 4). Then we look
at what John says in his first epistle ( 5. 13) :-"These·
things have I written unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God ; that ye ·may know that y,e have
eternal life." Could anything be more definite or more
clear?

Only one word more from the Master himself, "My 
she.ep hear my voice, and/ know t�em, and they follow 
me; and / give unto them eternal Zif e; and they shall 
never perish." Is it possible for human language to 
convey stronger -assurance? 

May the reader be enabled to enter into the enjoy
ment of these great blessings. 



SPIRITISM WHICH IS DEMONISM. 

BY THOS. D. w. MUIR. 

O
NE of the by-products of the great world-war, has

been the increase of interest created in the 
minds of people regarding communication with the 
dead. Thousands have lost their loved ones, both on 
the fields of battle, and also by disease and accident, 
and their bleeding hearts are only too susceptible to 
the ensnaring propaganda of Spiritism, which boldly 
asserts that messages are being received, and by others 
may be received from friends who have died. So 

· insidious, and plausible are many of the statements
made, and so well supported do _they seem to be, be
cause of the scientific, social, and literary standing of
some of the more modern advocates of the system,
that the views thus advanced are finding acceptance
by many who do not understand what is the real truth
of these so-called "manifestations," so loudly an
nounced.

Spiritism is no new thing,-indeed it is a very old
thing, the only thing that is "new" being the name
and some of the trickery connected with it. The
Christian, however, has in his hand a book,-an old
book-an infallible Book, and if he but goes prayer
fully to that Book, he will find enough there to open
his eyes as to the Satanic character of this unholy
system; and plain statements as to its condemnation
by God. We cannot shelve the question by declaring
it all a "fake and fraud,"-though there is much truth
in that assertion, for while Spiritists deceive their
dupes, they are themselves also being deceived. The
fact is that Scripture makes clear that Spiritism is
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demonism, and that instead of the dead communicating 
. with the living, it is demons who personate the dead, 
for the deception and destruction of the living. The 
"exposure" of so-called "mediums" every now and 

· then, in which their "spirits" prove simply to be ac
complices, who are helping to deceive, should not be
allowed to divert the attention from the fact that
Spiritism has for its power, the ability of some to
get communications that none but Satan and his de
moniac associates could make known. The deception
is not in professing to have contact with the other
world, but in the claim that the communication is from
the spirits of the dead. The Christian who dies is
"absent from the body and present with the Lord,"
they are "with Christ, which is far better." And the
unsaved when they die, like the rich man of Luke 16.,
may have a "burial" as far as the body is concerned,
but they themselves, are "in hell, lifting up their eyes
in torment," and awaiting the "resurrection of damna
tion" (Rev. 20.), when soul and body reunited, they
will be cast into the lake of fire ! The Christian
would not come back from the presence of the Lord,
and the wicked cannot if they would, get back from
the awful abode of the lost. There is no communica
tion from either, but in the spiritistic seances some of
the host of wicked spirits may impersonate them, in
order to deceive their dupes. This accounts for all
those so-called messages, by which the world is being
"entertained" by literary personages who are them
selves being befooled by the devil.

It might be well to remind our readers that this
demoniacal system is not and cannot be anything less
than infidel in every sense of the word. Among the
things which they deny when put to the test is, the
true deity of Christ, to them He is, at the best, but
a high-grade "medium." They also deny the value.
of the blood of Christ to put away sin, and for that
matter the ruin of man on account of sin. The Bible
to them is not the inspired Word of God, but a com-
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pilation of legends and Jewish history, and the exist
ence of the devil, of demons, of eternal punishment, 
or of a heaven where God and Christ are supreme, 
are all denied, and in their place is given the "mani
festations" of demon-possessed men and women. 
Palmistry, clairvoyance, trance-speaking, speaking in 
unintelligible tongues, fortune-telling, in which table
rapping, writing between slates, and other mysterious 
things are used-all these are part of this awful system 
of demonism. 

In the days of the Lord Jesus, and in the early 
years of Apostolic ministry we have frequent reference 
to demon-possession. In all instances they are seen 
to be atagonistic to God and Christ, and the truth of 
God. '"Casting out demons" was part of the work of 
the Lord Jesus ( See Matt. 8. 28-32 ; Mark 1. 23-25). 
The young woman out of whom Paul cast the "spirit 
of divination," was simply a case of demon possession, 
and once she was set free and possessed by the Spirit 
of God, she was no longer of any use to her masters 
(Acts 16. 16-18, also see Acts 19. 13-16). It might 
be well here to draw attention to the fact that there 
is but one devil, and the wor� rendered "devils" is pro
perly rendered in the Revised Version, "demons,"-of 
whom there are great hosts. The poor man the Lord 
met at Gadara, had a legion of demons (Mark 4). It 
remains for us but to show how consistently God has 
ever been against this awful work. We shall briefly 
quote portions, the context to which we hope the reader 
will care£ ully study. 

"The soul that turneth after such as have familiar 
spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, 
I will even set my face against that soul, and ·will cut 
him off from his people" (Lev. 20. 6). 

"A man also or woman, that hath a familiar spirit, 
or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they 
shall stone them with stones; their blood shall be upon 
them" (Lev. 20. 27). 

"There shall not be found among you any one that 
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maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire, or that useth divination, or a,i observer of time, 
or an enchanter, or a witch or a charmer, or a con
sulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necro
mancer" (Deut. 18. 10-11). 

"And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them 
that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep 
and that mutter ; should not a people seek unto their 
God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to 
the testimony. If they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa. 8. 
19-20).

We might add many more Scriptures, but these will
suffice to show God's displeasure with this awful de
lusion. As the portion in Isa. 8 asks, shall the living 
seek the dead? The poor dead worldling knqws no 
better than go to such, but we know the living God, 
and to Him alone we may and should go. The heathen 
in their darkness sacrifice unto demons (Deut. 32. 17; 
Psa. 106. 37, and 1 Cor. 10. 20-21)-that means that 
behind the image or the idol, is the demon, who im
personates the god. Thus the idolatry of heathendom 
is not innocent ignorance, but demoniac delusion ! 

Alas, this foul system is but one of the signs of 
the later times (see 1 Tim. 4. 1-3), and is a forerunner 
of a condition which will bring down God's judgments 
on men (Rev. 9. 20-21). Therefore we warn the 
readers of this book to tamper not with this thing in 
any form,-it is from the pit, and will but ensnare 
and enslave all who have aught to do with it. 



THE DAY OF SALVATION AND THE 

LORD'S COMING. 

BY w. J. M'CLURE. 

"The coming of the Lord draweth nigh" (James 5. 8). 

S
INCE others throughout this book have dealt with

the "Day of Salvation," we will now confine 
ourselves to the CLOSE qf that day. Just as the 
natural day has its close by the coming of night, so 
God uses that very common phenomenon to illustrate 
the solemn truth that judgment will certainly succeed 
grace, as night succeeds day. 

To this close salvation's day is-hastening, and the 
shades of night will soon envelop the Christ-rejecter, 
a night surpassing Egypt's darkness, moonless and 
momless, the outer darkness of eternal despair. 

There are two ways in which the close of the day 
of salvation for the unsaved may take place; by death, 
or by the coming of the Lord. Never was death 
busier than now; new and strange diseases baffle 
medical skill, and take their toll of human life. New 
forms of accident too have to be reckoned with, and 
even the once quiet country road is no longer safe 
to the pedestrian; since not a day passes that some life 
has not been sacrificed to the speed mania. In the 
city the danger is incomparably greater, and as it is 
difficult to be always on the alert, the list of fatal 
accidents continues to appear in our papers, and in 
that list there may any day appear the name of the 
one who now reads this article. 

But you may say, I am careful not to be run down 
144 
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by a motor, I am very well in health, and all my folk 
have been long lived, so I expect to live to a good old 
age. All this may be true, but what about the coming 
of the Lord? Of the two things this is the more im
minent danger, and we hope by the help of God to 
convince you of that fact. Some night, still without 
Christ, the reader may retire to rest, in the enjoyment 
of perfect health, may sleep soundly, and awaken in 
the morning refreshed; only to learn that during the 
night the Lord has come, and caught away His Church 
(1 Thess. 4. 16, 17). Then as we read in Luke 13., 
the door will be shut, and those outside will knock in 

. 

vain. 
Men talk of a second chance, but it is Satan who 

inspires all such talk. Those who now reject Christ 
will get no second chance. Their doom is plainly told 
in 2 Thess. 2., and is that all who have refused to 
believe on Christ the Truth, will be shut up by God 
in judgment to receive Satan's lie the Antichrist, that 
they may be damned. 

But a man may say, "I have heard of the coming 
of the Lord since I was a child, and He has not come 
yet, and may not come for hundreds of years." Let 
me remind you however, that the number is increasing, 
of godly men and women, all over the world, who 
believe that we are just at the end of the age. If 
that belief turns out well-£ ounded, what then? We 
think it is well-founded, and that they have good 
reasons from the Word of. God for expecting the Lord 
soon. 

Certain signs have materialized within the last few 
years which tell to all who are sufficiently awake to 
have marked them, that we are just on the verge of 
His coming. To three of these signs we shall refer 
briefly; and we commend them to the sober study of· 
the reader. They are:-

1. The Apostasy.
2. The Revival and Spread of Spiritism.
3. The Present State of the Jews.
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First then, the Apostasy. In 2 Thess. 2. 3 and 2 
Tim. 4. 1, ,ve have this sign spoken oI. It is exempli
fied in the present revolt against the truth of God's 
word. 1 Tim. 4. 1 does not so much refer to cults 
like Russellism, Christian Science, Chri.stadelphianism, 
or Adventism. These never had the ·truth, and so 
could not "depart from" it. The departure referred 
to must be that of those who once held and taught the 
fundamentals of the faith. 

Who could have believed it a generation ago, that 
tp.e pulpits and theological chairs of evangelical 
churches would so soon be filled by men who would 
deny the account of creation given in Genesis, regard
ing it as allegory but not history? Yet this is now the 
case on every hand. They boldly declare that man 
was not put in the garden in the prime of mental and 
physical vigour, but was evolved from cosmic dustH

through many stages up to that of the monkey, and 
thence eventually reached his present level. And since 
he thus came up, there is of course no Fall; and as the 
Lord Jesus believed in the Fall, and in the creation 
as well, He is thereby proved to be a man of but 
limited intelligence, Who held and taught the doctrines 
of His day, because He lmew no better. 

Thus we have His Deity flatly denied. And upon 
this there fallows naturally the denial of His virgin 
birth, of the vicarious nature of His death, of the 
reality of His resurrection, and of the fact of His 
coming again; as well as of the truth of eternal punish-
ment, and of the full inspiration of the Bible. 

Such then is the apostasy of 2 Thess. 2, the depar
ture from the faith of 1 Tim. 4; and so general has 
it now become, amongst denominations once evan
gelical, that the Editor of the "Witness and Canadian 
Homestead,"' published in Montreal, estimates that 
about 90 per cent of theologians accept the results of 
modernism. 

While this saddens the heart of the true believer, 
on the other hand it proclaims the nearness of our re-
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demption; and it should stir the unsaved, whose at
tention has been called to it, to delay no longer, but 
enter ; ere the Master of the house rises and shuts 
the door, thus closing salvation's day. 

The second sign is the revival and spread of 
Spiritism. About a century ago, the precious truth 
of the coming of the Lord to the air for His people, 
was recovered after a long period during which it had 
been practically forgotten. Its recovery was one of 
the greatest blessings that God's people have known 
in recent times; and it would be impossible to over
rate what it has meant in the way of comfort and 
cheer to believers. But just about the same time, 
Satan brought into prominence something as fraught 
with evil, as the other was with blessing. It was the 
revival of Spiritism in the home of the Fox sisters, 
in the State of New York, in 1834. From that crude 
beginning of spirit-rapping, a mighty system has de
veloped, until, instead of being practised covertly, 
and those who did so being regarded with suspicion, 
now the great ones of the land in their thousands are 
carried away witli it. 

How the change came about was this. Certain men 
of prominence wished to investigate the phenomena 
connected with it; and instead of turning to God's 
Word, where they could have found out all about it, 
and learned its devilish origin; they trusted to their 
own wisdom, and as a result of their investigations 
came to the conclusion, not only that Spiritism was 
real, but that it was something desirable. Among these 
men were Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge, 
and Sir William Crookes. 

The fact that such men stamped it with a scientific · 
character has now made Spiritism popular, and high 
and low are deceived by its Satanic delusion. So 
quickly has it spread that, according to Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, there are by this time 1500 Spiritist 
churches in the British Isles, while in America it has 
reached from coast to coast. 
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Now what is the significance of all this? When 
our Lord came to earth to die there was great activity 
in the demon world, as the gospels plainly show. Now,
on the eve of His coming again, Satan, aware that 
this coming will challenge his 'rule over the hearts of 
men, is marshalling his forces to . hold his kingdom; · 
and thus we have this revival of Spiritism, after cen
turies during which it seemed to be checked, at least 
in lands where the gospel was preached. By Spiritism 
he is darkening the minds of men, and preparing them 
for the reception of the Antichrist. 

The last days are evidently upon us, and 1 Tim. 
4. · 1 gives us the true source of the soul-destroying
errors of modernism, of which we have already spoken.
They are "doctrines of demons." By many this sign
may have been unnoticed, which is just what Satan
desires ; but it proclaims in unmistakable tones that
the close of the d�y of salvation is at hand.

Our third sign is the present state of the Jews. Of 
the three mentioned, it is doubtless the most easily 
read, and should appeal to all. We have three passages 
in the gospels in which the fig tree is prominently 
mentioned, and each illustrates the Jews as a nation. 
They are Luke 13. 6-9; Matt. 21. 19; and Matt. 24. 
32, 33. The first mentioned shows us Israel fruitless 
and about to come under the judgment of God. But 
Christ, intercedes for them, and judgment is averted 
for a short time. In the second we see what happened 
in A.D. 70, when for continued fruitlessness, God's 
judgment fell on tl-iem, and they were scattered by the 
Romans; who destroyed their city, bringing to an end 
their political and religious life, like the withering 
leaves of the tree which the Lord had cursed. 

Eighteen hundred years have rolled away, and Israel 
has remained as separate and distinct from other 
nations as when they were first sent out of their land, 
to be like Cain "a fugitive and a vagabond ... in the 
earth." Do we realize what a . wonde_rful thi�_g this
is? Eighteen hundred years dunng which, despite un-
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told sufferings, they have preserved their racial identity 
and characteristics ; and yet through all these centuries 
they have had no national existence. Like the smitten 
fig tree, national life seemed dead. 

But in our third passage the fig tree is seen putting 
forth its leaves. What is the meaning of this? Let 
us look at the present state of the Jews and we shall 
see. Within our own memories a tremendous chan�e 
has come over that people. For the first time 1n 
eighteen centuries their national life is manifesting 
itself. The long dormant national consciousness has 
awakened; the tree that was bare is putting forth its 
leaves; and we hear of Zionist conferences, and Zionist 
congresses. The Jew is turning to Palestine, not to be 
a stranger there under an alien government, but to 
raise up a separate Jewish state. The land is being 
brought under cultivation ; Jerusalem is taking on the 
appearance of a modern city; and on the very site 
where Titus had his tent pitched, to watch his army 
capture: the city, there now stands a Jewish university, 
to fit the Jewish youth for the responsibilities of busi
ness and government. 

Of the various tokens of the nearness of Christ's 
coming, which we have been considering, this is pro
bably the most striking and conclusive. See how our 
Lord uses it. "Now from the fig tree learn her par
able. When her branch is become tender, and putteth 
forth its leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh: 
even so ye also, when ye see all these things, know 
that HE IS NEAR, EVEN AT THE DOORS" (Mat. 
24. 32, 33, R. V. ).

He is at the doors. This is what the present state
of the Jews proclaims to all who have ears to hear. 
Never, since the blessed hope was recovered, have the 
signs of the imminence of His coming been so strik
ingly manifest as now; and that God has allowed it 
so to be, may well, on the one hand, lead believers 
to rejoice in the nearness of their redemption, and 
on the other hand, startle sinners out of their indiffer-
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ence, since His coming will usher in their day of 
judgment. What it will mean for them, we find in 
2 Thess. 2. 7-9, "The Lord Jesus shall ·be revealed from 
heaven, with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be· 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pre
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power." 

In 2 Peter 3. 4, we have what might perhaps be 
called another sign that the coming is at hand ; the 
fact of the ungodly denying it, and saying, "Where is 
the promise of His coming?'' Do not we hear this on 
every side to-day, thus confirn:iing us that the time 
draws near. And conditions which obtain at present, 
both in the professing church, and in the world, all 
tell the same story. The rapidity with which things are 
moving away from God indicates that we are in the 
very last days, and that judgment must soon sweep this 
guilty scene. 

"When once the Master of the house is risen up, 
and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand 
without, and to knock at the door saying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us ; and He shall answer and say unto you, 
I h.-now you not whence ye are; then shall ye begin 
to say, We have eaten and_ drunk in Thy presence, and 
Thou hast taught in our streets. But He shall say, 
I tell you, I know you not, whence ye are; depart from 
Me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be weep
ing and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see- Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the king
dom of God, and you yourselves thrust out" (Luke 
13. 25-28). In view of this swiftly approaching
moment, we urge the reader to accept Christ without
delay. "For God so loved the w-0rld that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John 3. 16).



WHY YOU SHOULD BE SAVED NOW. 

BY JAMES MEGA w.

S
OLOMON in Eccles. 3. 1, 2 tells us that "To every

thing there is a season, and a TIME to every 
purpose under heaven ; a time to be born, and a time 
to die ; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted." An important feature of this book, 
which dwells so much on our present life "under the 
sun," is its appeal to us to make the most of what 
little time is at our disposal, in preparing for judgment 
to come (See chaps. 11. 9, and 12. 14). For, as we 
sometimes sing, "TIME ends, and then ETERNITY." 

You cannot recall the past, and the future is not 
yours, since "thou knowest not what � day may bring 
forth" (Prov. 27. 1). Therefore you should seize 
without delay the present opportunty, lest you be like 
Felix, who waited for a "conve.nie_nt season" that never 
came (Acts 24. 25). 

There are three gr'eat reasons why you should have 
it definitely settled NOW where you will spend eter-
ni_ty. 

1. Death is sure, and may come suddenly.
2. The Lord's coming dfaweth nigh, and the door

will soon be shut. 
3. The Spirit of God may turn from you, and

leave you in your wilfulness to perish. 
Of these I will only at prese·nt deal with the last, which 
is perhaps the least understood of the three. 

"MY SPIRIT SHALL NOT ALWAYS STRIVE 
WITH MAN" were the solemn words of warning 
spoken by God with regard to the antediluvians ( Gen. 
6. 3); but while they apply primarily to that period,
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no unprejudiced and careful student of the Scriptures 
will deny that similar warnings are found throughout 
the entire Word of God. Moreover the Lord Jesus . 
says in Luke 17. 26, "As it was in the days of Noah, 
so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man." 

That the danger of being given up by the Spirit of 
God did not cease with the Flood, is plain from a 
solemn passage in Rom. 1. concerning the Gentiles in 
general, in which we read that "Even as they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind." And twice more in the 
same passage it is said, "God gave them up." 

In patriarchal days we have the case of Esau, "who 
for one morsel of meat sold his birthright." Of him 
the apostle says, "Ye know how that afterward, when 
he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected, 
for he found no place of repentance, though he sought 
it carefully with tears." The fact that this sad ex
perience of his is used in Heb. 12. as a warning for 
to-day, shows that the danger is still existent, and that 
men may through "despising" (Gen. 25. 34) be "re
jected" still and find "no place of repentance." 

In the wilderness journey to Canaan, the unbelief of 
the Israelites was so great that God swore in His 
wrath, ':They shall not enter into My rest:" And He 
kept His word too, and delayed the entrance to Canaan 
for forty years, until that generation had died. Here 
again we have the incident used for warning in Heb. 
3, and are taught that the same principle is applicable 
to-day. 

Passing on further to the time of the judges, we read 
that Eli's sons "made themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not." So bad at length did matters become that 
they "caused men to abhor the offering of the Lord." 
God had spoken to them through an unnamed prophet 
( 1 Sam. 2. 27), but without bringing them to repent
ance; so finally the message is given to Samuel, "For 
the iniquity WHICH .HE KNOWETH, . . .. I have 
sworn ... . that the iniquity of Eli's house SHALL 
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NOT BE PURGED with sacrifice nor offering for 
ever" (1 Sam. 3. 13, 14). 

Coming still nearer to the end of the Old Testament, 
,ve find that when God through His servant Isaiah 
called the people "to weeping and to mourning, and to 
baldness and to girding w�th sackcloth" (Isa. 22. 12-
14), it was met with "joy and gladness," and they said, 

- "Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die."
On this account, says Isaiah, "It was revealed in mine
ears by the Lord of hosts, Surely this iniquity SHALL
NOT BE PURGED FROM YOU TILL YE DIE."

, Their sin of trifling with the message of the Lord had 
closed the door of hope on them for ever. 

Our Lord Jesus Himself, when on earth, more than 
once referred to.sin of this character-sin which from 
its very nature pre<:ludes forgiveness, since it closes 
mercy's gate against itself. The one who would speak 
against the Holy Ghost, said He, "hath never for
giveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation" ( Mark 
3. 29). And of Jerusalem His lament is, "If thou hadst
known, _even thou, at least in this thy day, the things
which b_elong unto thy peace; but now they are hid
from thine eyes ; .... because thou knewest not the 
TIME OF THY VISITATION." 

We have come now as far as the present phase of 
God's workings, but before considering it we will take 
a glance at the future. In 2 Thess. 2. the apostle tells 
us of the time when "that wicked one will be revealed, 
whose coming is. after the working of Satan." He 
describes a people of those days who "received not the 
love of the truth that they might be saved/' and says 
that "for this cause God shall send them strong de
lusion, that they all might be damned who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." What 
a fear£ ul thing this is, that the same God who "will 
have all men to be saved" should send upon rejecters 
of His Christ "strong delusion," that they might be 
damned. 

But it may be thought, surely nothing like this could 
L 
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take place to-day. Well take care. These principles 
of God's workings have a habit of persisting, as we 
already have shown. The parable of the great Supper 
in -Luke 14., which beyond all question applies to the 
present dispensation, contains a very solemn word 
about. those who had deliberately turned down the in
vitation, "Come." It says, "NONE OF THOSE 
MEN WHO WERE BIDDEN SHALL TASTE OF 
MY SUPPER." Their opportunity had gone for ever. 
Why? . Not because they had died ; not because the 
Lord had come; but simply because they had wilfully 
refused the offer. 

In Heb. 6. some are described who had been en
lightened, .who had tasted of the heavenly gift, who 
had . even been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
but who "then fell away" (ver. 6, R.v.). Of them it 
is said, "It is impossible to renew them again to re
pentance, - seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 
of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame." And 
again in chap. 10 of the same epistle we read, "If we 
sin wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins; 
but a certai_n fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour THE ADVER
SARIES." It is clear from these and other similar 

,,. passages in. H;ebrews, that a point may be reached in 
rebelling against the gospel, beyond which there is no 
hope. 

_Putting together all the Scriptures above referred to, 
which deal with all manner of times, past, present, and 
to come, who can doubt that there always has been, 
and is, a danger of so resisting God's dealings with 
men by His Spirit, to bring them to Himself, that such 
dealings cease, and the resister is left to perish in his 
wilfulness? • ·

.Therefore, dear sinner, while the door is open, 
Come. While the invitation is extended, Come. While 
still the Spirit strives, Come. The Father says, "Come" 
(I�a. 1. 18). The Son says, "Come" (Matt. 11. 28). 
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The Spirit says, "Come" (Rev. 22. 17). Do not refuse, 
lest you may not again be given the opportunity. It 
may be NOW OR NEVER. 

"There is a time, we know not when, 
A place, we know not where, 

Which marks the destiny of men 
For glory, or despair. 

There is a line, by us unseen, 
That crosses every path, 

The hidden boundary between 
God's patience and His wrath. 

How long may I go on in sin•? 
How long will God for bear? 

Where does hope end and where begin 
The conijnes of despair? 

. . 

An answer from the skies is sent; 
Ye that from God depart, 

While it· is' called TO-DAY repent, 
.Aad harden not your he�rt." 



" THIS YEAR ALSO." 

BY GEORGE CUTTING. 

"LORD, let it 4lone this year also," expressed the 
merciful wish of the vine-dresser in the par

able (Luke 13). The fig tree in question had proved 
itself hitherto to be only a fruitless cumberer of the 
gro"und, well earning the owner's just sentence--" cut
it down." But a pleading voice is heard, "Give it 
another year's· trial; grant increased opportunities; 
heap round it fresh privileges ; and if it bear fruit, 
well; and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down." 
Pleading should cease; the worst must come. This 
was a picture, no doubt, of man in the flesh as under 
God's careful culture; of man as put to the test under 
law. 

To say the least, man thought he could produce 
acceptable fruit for God, and God is therefore seen 
in this parable as coming to him, and asking him £or it. 
Year after year, however, the demand was made in 
vain; the search was fruitless. "They say, but do not."
He "sought fruit," and "found none." 

This term of patient trial came to a close at the end 
of the Lord's earthly ministry, i.e. at the cross; and 
the attention of the disciples was drawn to this fact 
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by the cursing of the barren fig tree only six days 
be£ ore His b'etrayal. 

As to any hope of finding goodness in man, "the 
end of all flesh" had now come before God ( Gen. 6. 
13), and Christis "the end of the law for righteousness 
to every-one tnat believeth." "They that are in the 
flesh cannot please God," is the Spirit's solemn verdict 
(Rom. 8. 8). 

What, then, it may be asked, is God's present at
titude towards man? He is not now demanding right
eousness from man (for there is none righteous), but 
is bestowing unmerited favours upon man. This we 
shall find illustrated in the two following chapters of 

· this gospel (Luke 14. 15.), where He is seen coming
forth as the generous Provider, the free-handed Giver.
He feasts the poorest ( chap. 14) and welcomes the
worst (chap. 15). When the starving prodigal was
in the far country "no man gave to him"; when he
returned no man demanded from him.

Man's present responsibility is therefore to take the
place of the hopelessly destitute waster, and receive
God's provided blessing free, gratis, for nothing; it
is to draw near as a guilty offender and receive the
kiss of forgiveness which God is waiting to bestow.
"Justified freely by His grace, throiegh the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus," expresses both the manner
and the means of the sinner's blessing under grace. If,
therefore, man is now mercifully spared year after
year, it is not in order that he may find some goodness
in himself to bring to God, but that he may come
confessing his badness, and freely receive blessing
from God.

Permit, therefore, a friendly question, dear reader.
Have you yet done this"? Face the matter honestly.
Do not imagine that you are gliding down the stream
of time either unnoticed or uncared for. As sure as
your eye is upon this paper, God's eye is upon you.
He knows how many years of gracious privilege have
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already been granted you, and how many golden op
portunities you have heedlessly thrown away. 

What would you think of a certain debtor who had 
sent to him, every Monday morning, by a wealthy 
friend, a letter of introduction to his own banker, with 
instructions that, upon presenting the same, the banker 
should write out a draft for the immediate settle
ment of the .whole of his liabilities, and all at his 
friend's expense? What. would you think, we ask, 
if you knew that, in proud independence, he indig
nantly put all such letters into . the fire, or threw them 
aside through sheer indifference, not regarding them 
worth even a formal acknowledgement? Why, you 
would have no hesitation in· calling such a man either 
a rash fool. or ·a pitiable madman; and nobody would 
disagree .with your judgment. 

· Bu( then, what of yourself ? Are you f orgettirig
that a most exact recko�ing has b�en kept of _all ti?,� 
opportunities afforded you from early years, when 
your heart was tender, even until now? What,- tlien, 
have you done with them all? Are you prepared for 
the_ day that will bring all to broad daylight? And 
oh, have you considered that there will certainly be 
an end to God's patient long-suffering? that there is 
such a thing in the mind of God as your last New 
Year's Day on earth! And who knows but you may 
have already reached or even passed it? In God's 
name, and for your own sake, we ask, there£ ore, Why 
are you carelessly trifling? Oh, will nothing arouse 

- you?
Listen to the solemn story of 

A TRIFLER'S END. 

A youth on board the Harbinger, during her last 
outward voyage to Melbourne, was asked to come to 
hear the gospel preached on board by a servant of 
Christ, to which he made this light and trifling reply, 
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"Heaven is not for sailors, it is only for landsmen/' 
and refused to come and listen to the joyful tidings. 
Now, it happened that this very man had in his pos
session a small penny Testament. Many precious 
verses were marked in it by some unknown hand, and 
among others Acts 13. 38, 39, "Be it known unto you 
there£ ore, men and brethren, that through this Man 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by 
Him all that believe are justified from all things, from 
which you could not be justified by the law of Moses." 

Had he read those verses? If he had, what a flat 
denial they should have furnished to his own rash 
statement, "Heaven is not for sailors," since God has 
said, "All that believe are justified." Alas! for such 
hardened mockery. 

And if he had seen these verses, had he noticed the 
two that follow them "Beware there£ ore, lest that come 
upon you, which is spoken of in the Prophets ; Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for. I work a 
work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto you"? 

DESPISE to-day, and you may 
WONDER at your own madness to-morrow, and 
PERISH for ever. 

But listen to the solemn sequel. On the 25th of 
July he had climbed up to the foreroyal-yard (i.e. to 
reach the topmost sail but one), when suddenly he lost 
his hold, and fell with a heavy crash upon the ship's 
rail, and thence into the water. The man at the wheel 
saw the accident, and as he floated astern the vessel 
threw a life-buoy close to him, but to all appearance 
he was dead; for as he floated past his head was under 
water. And what use, therefore, was all the help in 
the world to a dead man? 

Who can tell what may have passed tlirough his 
mind on the way between that foreroyal-yard and the 
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ship's bulwarks? There the curtain· must fall. But
has it not a solemn voice to every soul that breathes,
be he sailor or landsman, who reads these pages? Do
not trifle, but be wise in time. The limits of your
little history are in God's hands, and for aught you
know the solemn word may have already gone forth,
"Let it alone this year also, if it bear fruit, well: and
if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.'� "He
that, being of ten reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy"
(Prov. 29. 1).

BEW ARE THEREFORE! 
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