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PREFACE 

If we are to remain steadfast in a day when everything 
is shifting, and the ancient landmarks are being removed, we 
require to have our feet firmly planted upon the unshakable 
foundation of "the Word of God which liveth and abideth for
ever." 

The first Christian Church, or Assembly, new-formed by 
the Spirit and Spirit-filled, is the God given model for every 
Church that gathers unto the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God's ways for one Church are His ways for every Church in 
every age. The apostle Paul in speaking of Timotheus says, 
"Who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be 
in Christ, as I teach every where in every Church." 

The apostle Peter speaks of stirring up God's people by 
putting them in remembrance: and he wrote so that they 
might have these things "always in remembrance." The 
worldliness of the Twentieth Century makes the memory very 
forgetful of spiritual things, so that we need to be constantly 
reminded of the "ways" established in the beginning. 

May God grant that the following pages may be used, not 
only to stir up the older Christians to the remembrance of 
things which, in the early days, were very precious to their 
souls, but also to encourage the younger to "ask for the old 
paths where is the good way, and walk therein." 
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THE PATTERN ASSEMBLY 

THE PATTERN ASSEMBLY 

or 

"WITNESSES UNTO ME" 

"Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." Acts i: 8. 

"This same Jesus hath God raised up, whereof (of whom) we all are 
witnesses." Acts ii: 32. 

ir==,,_..,, HE book of Acts links on closely to the Gospels, being, if 
we might-so say, a supplement to the Gospel of Luke. 
It links the account of, "What Jesus began both to do 
and to teach until the day in which He was taken up," 

with what He continues to do and to teach by the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven, through His witnesses,-Christians. 
The controlling guidance and authority of Christ is everywhere 
apparent in the words, deeds, and experiences of the apostles 
and Churches of the saints. Here we have the establishment 
of LOCAL CHURCHES acording to God's principles, together 
with a delineation of individual, and Assembly life of the 
Christian. 

The Lord during His public ministry had been quarrying 
the material, out of which He purposed for:--1ing the first local 
Church. Before His resurrection His own were, consistent 
with Judaism, mixed up with unconverted foraelites who little 
by little turned from Him until Judas betrayed Him. fo resur
rection He manifested Himself to none but His own. He com
manded that these, "Should not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have 
heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." The 
fulfilment of this promise, the descent of the Holy Ghost on the 
day of Pentecost, marks the formation of the first Christian 
Assembly. 

Before the ascension of the Lord other thoughts than the 
formation of the Church, either in its local or universal aspect, 
occupied the minds of the disciples. They asked him, "Lord 
wilt thou at this time restore e1e kingdom to Israel?" How sig
nificant the answer! "It is not for you to know the times or 
seasons which the Father hath put in His own power, but ytl 
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you 
and YE SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO ME both in J eru
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth!' How beautiful the language of appropriat
ing faith when the day of Pentecost having come, Peter stands 
up and says, "Vr':E ALL ARE WITNESSES." Witnesses, in a 
world that had cast out their Lord, to carry on His work ac
cording to His will while waiting His return. Blessed work! 
Blessed hope! What a mercy that there were no modern date
setters there to tell them that He was not coming back for so 
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many centur.ies ! How it must have thrilled tl-ieir souls with 
joyous expectancy to hear the message of the two men in white 
apparel - "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven, this same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven." Blessed are all who witness, who watch, who 
wait! 

"WE ALL ARE WITNESSES." Pentecost found them, 
"all with one accord in one place." Here they became "endued 
with power from on high." They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and thus fitted, they !Jcgan the witnessing for Christ 
peculiar to this Church disj)ensation. What a heavenly begin
ning for the first local Ass�·mbiy ! 1,fot one abse:nt; not a 
grumbler; not a self-orinionated one; not an empty professor; 
not on.e but what was filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Witnesses are required to tdl the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. This fo·.st Ass2mbly, fresh from the 
hand of God, expressed the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, as to what an Assembly ought to be. It is the 
pattern for ewry Assembly throughout the dispensation. 
Moses was instructed to make the tabernacle according to the 
pattern shewed him in the mount, (Ex. 25, 40). God's will, 
not man's, was expressed in e',1ery part of that tabernacle; and 
so it ,vas with this first Assembly. They were gathered by 
the express command of the Lord; the Father shed forth the 
Holi Ghost; and each one in the Assembly was not only bap
tizeJ into the one body by the Holy Spirit, but was also Spirit 
lliled, so that their words and acts--their witnessing-were all 
done according to the mind of God. 

In the account of the rearing of the tabernacle, (Ex. xl), 
we have the expression, "As the Lord commanded Moses," re
peated seven times. And no sooner was everything in its com
manded place, than the "Glory of the Lord filled the taber
nacle," and immediately God began to speak to Moses, "Out of 
the tabernacle of the congn:gation." Though the Word of God 
for that dispensation was not yet completeJ nevertheless the 
tabernacle was complete ir. e,.-ery respect. The same things 
are true concerning this first AssemL!y. It was not formed by 
the will of mvn but by the will of God. It was a pattern of 
heavenly things; a miniature representation of the whole 
Church, witnes,:ing to the iYhole truth of God concerning the 
Church. And though the Word of God for the present dis
pensation had not yd bec::n fully revealed, ir1 fact had scarce 
hcfrun to be revealed, still, as with the tabernacle, this As
sembly in its composition, and its activities as recorded in this 
second chapter of Acts, was a perfect expression of the will of 
Goel as to what an A:;f;embly :;hould be composed of, and should 
do, for a testimony throughout the pr;.:sent Church dispensa
tion. All the workings of a God gathered, Spirit controlled, 
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Assembly are found in principle here. 'That those composing 
this first Assembly understood the full force of what they were 
doing is not probable, but God tmderstood, and it was He who 
was guidhg; and He was so guiding that what was then done 
was what He desired His witnesses to continue doing until the 
same Jesus who was taken up from them comes in like manner 
as He was taken up. Only as an Assembly is fashioned after 
this pattern can it truthfully say, "We are His vvitnesses." 

They witnessed: 
1st. By preaching the Gospel. 
2nd. By baptism. 
3rd. By adding the baptized believers to the Assembly. 
4th. By continuing steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine. 
5th. And in fellowship. 
6th. And in the breaking of bread. 
7th. And in prayers. 
In these seven things the Assembly at Jerusalem, fresh 

from the hand of God-the model for all Churches-could say, 
"We are His witnesses." A more comprehensive witnessing 
there cannot be; and there ought not to be less by any who 
claim to be an Assembly of God. There is room in such an 
Assembly {or the whole Word of God. Leave out, or corrupt 
any one of these and you have not room for the whole Word. 

Moreover beneath these seven things that constitute godly 
witnessing, which of course is outward in its character, there 
lies the great fundamental inward truths, if we might so ex
press it, concerning Christ and His bride, the Church; and it 
is only as we see beneath the outward and discern in an As
sembly, a replica, of the heavenly Assembly, that we will be 
able to grasp the importance of maintaining inviolate God's 
Assembly order as given in the Acts of the Apostles. As we 
seek to consider these seven ingredients which make our wit
nessing a sweet savor of Christ unto God, may He write the 
unfolded mystery.of Christ and the Church so upon our hearts 
that, filled with the Holy Ghost, our witnessing may not be a 
misrepresentation of the heavenly, nor yet a mere correct form
ality, but the outward evidence that we are indeed moving in 
the current of His will. We shall consider them in their due 
order. 

First 

THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL 

''There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved." Acts iv. 12. 

What an important sphere of witnessing this is! How 
truthfully the first Assembly could say as to this, "We are His 
witnesses !" In the very presence of His murderers they 
preached Jesus of Nazareth, approved of God, crucified and
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slain, resurrected, exalted, made both Lord and Christ. They 
preached with such power that many were, "pricked in their 
hearts," and "gladly received his word." 

The four Gospels form the firm foundation of the New 
Testament. The reception of the Gospel is the foundation of 
the Christian life. The preaching of the Gospel lies at the 
foundation of Assembly testimony. Any .Assembly that has no 
heart for the Gospel surely is unworthy of the name of an 
Assembly of God. It certainly is not an Assembly after the 
divine model; and who need wonder if it dies of the dry rot, or 
worse. A man who professes to be a "teacher" and does not 
delight to preach the Gospel is not a teacher after the scrip
tural patterns. Who taught like the apostle Paul? And how 
he loved to preach the Gospel ! He loved to be in the midst of 
those for whom he had travailed in birth; and he was gentle 
among them even as a nurse cherisheth her own child, (i 
Thess. 1, 7.) Doth not even nature itself teach you? A farrow 
cow is one that has not given birth to a calf in a gjven season, 
and as a consequence her milk becomes scanty, blue, and 
watery. We do well to beware of the blue milk theories of 
those who have never begottrm and cared for babes in ·Christ. 
Discord, strife, division and heresy warn us not to follow in

the path of those who, slightir.g the Gospel, made it their boast, 
"We have all the great teachers." The religious world is full of 
educated men, talented men, popular men, but oh how little do 
the most of these kn.ow, or care, about the preaching of the Gos
pel. There is not a sect in Christendom that could endure a full 
orbed Gospel; and we might say that there is not a heresy but 
has its root in a wrong conception of the Gospel. God so honors 
the cross that He fills the teaching of the New Testament with 
the Gospel. Romans is well called the Gospel epistle; Galatians 
proclaims its anathemas against those who preach another gos
pel; Philippians is set for the defence and confirmation of the 
Gospel; urges to fellowship in the Gospel; and beseeches us to 
live as becometh the Gospel. The Thessalonians were com
mended for their activity in the Gospel. The apostle Paul says, 
"Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel." Assemblies to be ac
cording to the pattern must keep a bright testimony in the 
Gospel. Let us see to it that in this respect we can truthfully 
say, "We all are His witnesses." 

Second 

THE BAPTISM OF BELIEVERS 

"Then they that gladly received His Word were Baptized." Acts ii, 41. 
APTISM is a very important part of our witnessing, 
si_gnifying the believer's identification with Christ in

his death, burial, and resurrection. Baptism saves in
figure those who are saved in fact by believing the 

Gospel, Mark 16: 16 and so it bears witness to the Gospel. 
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Baptism witnesses that we are not to continue in sin that grace 
may abound, but to walk in newness of life, Rom. 6: 1-7. It 
tells us that we have been delivered from the world, and 
brought to God,-that being, "elect," "redeemed," "born 
again," "living stones," "a chosen generation," "a royal priest
hood," "a holy nation," "a people for God's own possession," 
we should, as pilgrims and strangers here, be prepared for suf
fering, i Pet. i: ii, iii. It witnesses as to how we are delivered 
from the world-system, to seek the things which are above 
where our risen Head is seated, Col. ii. iii. It witnesses as to 
how we have been delivered from the bondage of legal servi
tude into the liberty of sons and heirs of God, Gal. iii: iv. It

witnesses as to how we are brought into the unity of the heav
enly vocation, Eph. iv: 1-6. It witnesses as to the resurrection, 
i Cor. xv. In these Scriptures we have the underlying truths, 
from various angles, borne witness to by baptism. As dead, 
buried, and risen with Him, ours is the heavenly calling, with 
its consequent walk in godly separation from the world. How 
fundamental to true Christianity! Take away these truths 
and you have not Christianity, but that satanic imitation, 
Christendom, with its religionized flesh-made christians. 
Christening-the invention of Babylon the great, the mother 
of harlots and abominations of the earth-creates a host of 
false witnesses to all these truths concerning the true Church, 
the bride of the Lamb. 

"They that gladly received his word were baptized," is the 
inspired account of the order of conversion and baptism in the 
model Assembly where, full of the Holy Ghost, they said truly, 
"We all are His witnesses." A spurious baptism engenders a 
false conception of the need of repentance and conversion. 
Those who have been religiously sprinkled imagine themselves 
to be, in some sense, Christians, and why should they require 
the new birth? Even those who advocate what they call, 
falsely, "household baptism" are usually muddled in the Gospel. 
How few of them have any conversion to tell? And of course 
they cannot remember their christening! Any Assembly com
posed of those who have no conversion to tell, and of whom it 
cannot be said, "They that gladly received his word were bap
tized," is not an Assembly according to the model. Would the 
first converts of the Church dispensation ever forget the day of 
Pentecost? or their baptism? Not every one has such a not
able day for his spiritual birthday, and burial-day, so the 
calendar date may not be recorded, but the how, when and 
where as to the experience, surely, cannot be forgotten. Re
pentance, the new birth with the consequent reception of 
eternal life, instinct with new affections and impulses, together 
with the sealing and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, are these 
such nothings as to make no impression on the memory? Are 
they not rather a little Pentecost experience all our own? 
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Nor are we left in any uncertainty as to the mode of bap
tism. It is plainly given in the eighth chapter of the Acts. 
Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch, who, having believed, re
quested baptism. Philip answered, "If thou believest with all 
thine heart thou mayest." How significant God's if's. Oh that 
men would only give heed to the simple Word of God! "If thou 
believest with all thine heart thou maycst." How beautifully 
simple the eunuch's answer, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God." And they went down BOTH into the water, 
BOTH Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." Here we 
have the one in:::tance, in Scripture, as to the mode of baptism 
-apart from the meaning of the word itself-and one instance
is enough, we need no more. May God lead us on in the sim
plicity that is in Christ in these matters, so that in baptism as
in the Gospel we may be able to say truthfully, "We all are
His witnesses."

Third 

THE ADDING OF BAPTIZED BELIEVERS TO THE 

ASSEMBLY 

"The same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls." 
Acts ii: 41. I] HIS "adding" was an integral part of the witnessing

of this first Assembly, and (as it was done under the
guidance of the ·Holy Ghost) is of deep spiritual signi
ficance. Those· who receive the Gospel are not only 

identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection, as 
set forth in baptism, they are also "joined unto the Lord," 
i Cor. 6: 17; "married to another, even to Him who is raised 
from the dead," Rom. 7: 40 and members of the Church which 
is His body, i Cor. 12: 12-27. 

The Greek word usually translated "church," or "Church
es" occurs 115 times in the New Testament, and occupies such 
a prominent place that we are accustomed to speak of this as 
the "church dispensation." Sometimes the word includes all

the saved from the day of Pentecost until the Lord's coming, 
commonly spoken of as "the Church which is His body," or 
"the bride of Christ." At other times the word is used to desig
nate a company of Christians gathered unto the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in a given locality, or as we say a "local 
Church," or "local Assembly," using the word local as equiva
lent to the word "at" as found in the opening verses of several 
of the epistles, "Unto the Church which is AT Corinth." The 
Church located at Jerusalem, at its inception, was the perfect 
expression of God's mind as to the whole Church, in its testi
mony, throughout the dispensation. The whole New Testa
ment abundantly confirms this. Sectarianism is a departure 
from th�s model. The strictest obedience to the Word of God 
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can never make us sectarian, though those who refuse to 
grant latitude for the disobedient are often called narrow and 
sectarian. Sectarianism consists essentially, and always, in 
departure from the Word of God. Those who are steadfast 
cannot go with those who are departing from the Word, and 
keep a good conscience; and internal strife proceeds to out
ward division, for "how can two walk together except they be 
agreed." When division has come in the question as to which 
company is sectarian is not to be decided by numbers, nor by 
which company retains the original meeting place, nor yet by 
which company withdrew from the other; the sole question is 
which company, if either, is holding fast the faithful word, 
The Apostle speaks of "My ways which be in Christ, as I teach 
everywhere in every Church," i Cor. 4: 17. Yielding the obed
ience of faith cannot produce sectarianism. 

On the other hand it was foretold, Acts 20: 30, that griev
ous wolves would enter in, not sparing the flock; "Also of 
yourselves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them." Would any one say that such a 
gathering of perverts, gathering around their perverter was an 
Assembly of God? It might be a gathering of Christians, such 
as they were, but surely not a divinely gathered Assembly. It 
would be a sect in which the authority of Christ was displaced 
by the authority of man. "Mark them that cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them," Rom. 16: 17. "We command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of us," ii Thess. 3: 6. 
Such Scriptures shew the importance of being joined to that 
only in which there is room for the un-perverted Word of God, 
where the divinely appointed order of the house can be carried 
out. Satan has his counterfeit christians, and he has his coun
terfeit Church, "MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH." Rev. 17: 5. Sectarianism-one of the works of 
the flesh-is sin, i Cor. 1: 10; 3: 3; Gal. 5: 19-20, and whether 
it be found in the form of an Assembly professedly gathered 
unto the name of the Lord Jesus, while in reality following 
those who speak perverse things to draw away disciples after 
them, or in the form of "Babylon the great the mother of 
harlots," or in the form of any of the daughters within these 
two extremes, God's voice to His own is, "Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins," Rev. 18: 4. 

But what assurance can we have that we have found an 
Assembly that is owned of God? The measure of our con
formity to the model, in the Gospel, in baptism, in adding bap
tized believers, in continuing steadfastly in the apostles doc
trine, and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers, 
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must ever be the measure of our assurance. God in the riches 
of His grace may bear long with an Assembly that is departing; 
seeking their restoration, but there is a limit to His patience, 
and He will remove the candlestick., Our safety lies in not de
parting a hair breadth. 

It would be very helpful if God's people would study God's 
ways with His congregation in the Old Testament. The word 
congregation means, "an appointed meeting," or "an assembly 
called together," and occurs first in Ex. '12: 3. Previous to this 
time we read of God's dealings with individuals, families and 
nations but so far as a corporate testimony was concerned 
God's people were all "free lances." There was. no congrega
tion. With the word "congregation" the word "testimony" also 
comes into prominence. The Law is called the "two tables of 
testimony," Ex. 32: 18. The ark is called the "ark of the testi
mony," Ex. 25: 22. The tabernacle is called the "tabernacle of 
testimony," Ex. 28: 21. The veil is called the "veil of the testi
mony," Lev. 24: 23. The congregation of Israel was God's wit
ness to maintain His testimony in a corporate way. To be one 
of this congregation was a great privilege; but it entailed great 
responsibilities. What a privilege to have committed to them 
the oracles of God, Rom. 3: 1, 2; but what a responsibility to 
give heed to those oracles! \Ytat a privilege to have the liv
ing God dwell in their midst! But what a responsibility to 
sanctify themselves from ·all uncleanness lest they dishonor 
the N"ame that was called upon them! Were they redeemed by 
the blood of the passover lamb? Then they must keep the re
membrance passover; not as individuals where and when they 
chose but as part of the congregation. when and where God 
chose. Were they delivered from the dominion of Pharoah? 
Then they must submit to be ruled by God. To enjoy the privi
leges of that congregation the person Must Be Circumcised 
whether homeborn or a stranger. All alike Must Keep the 
Passover in its appointed time. All Must Obey the One Law; 
and were all subject to the ,,ame discipline. The great com
memorative feast was carefully guarded by God. No Leaven 
eaters; no Strangers; no Hirelings; no Uncircumcised; no Un
clean person, and no Presumptuous Transgressors could par
take thereof. 

While the kindness of God to His congregation was past 
telling yet His discipline, to maintain the testimony in holiness, 
was very strict. Transgressors were to be put out of the con
gregation for eating leaven, Ex. 12: 15-19; for eating blood, 
Lev. 7: 27; for eating the peace offering while defiled, or after 
the second day, Lev. 7: 20; for seeing a brother's or sister's 
nakedness, Lev. 20: 13; for touching holy things while un
clean, Lev. 22: 3; for compounding holy oil, Ex. 30: 33; for 
neglecting the passover, Num. 9: 13; for neglecting the water 
of purification, Num. 19, 13: and for neglecting circumcision, 
etc. 
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They were to puL to death the idolater, Deut. 13: 9; the 
blasphemer; the faLc propl.e:t, Deut. 1:3: 5-11; the presump
tuous sinner, 17: 12; the sabbath breaker, Ex. 31: 14; the 
½ izard, Lev. 20: 27; the ,;trangcr who came nigh as a priest, 
Num. 18: 7; murderers, Num. 1\5: :n; smitcrs, or cursers, of 
fathers or mothers, Ex. 21: 15-17; stubborn and rebellious 
sons, Deut. 31: 21; adulterers, etc., Lev. 10, 20: and other such 
like per:,,;ons. 

No doubt the liberal minded wotdcl consi,ler such laws very 
harsh and unnc<:cssary; but those with spiritual intelligence 
would sec that the tcslimo11y \\'OulJ be rnined, and Israel would 
be a false witness fol' God, if such things were tolerated. To 
be liberal minded in spiritual things is to rob God of His au
thority, to annul His discipline, and to treat Him as if He were 
a mere softling. His love and pity must not be used to offset 
His justice and authority. When Jesus ceases to be owned as 
Lord and is looked upon as one whose chief business is to for
give, there is something radically wrong. To extend a feverish 
handed love to the lawless and self-willed; to frown upon 
those who yield a sinewy obedience to the faith; or to substi
tute "bread-breaking" with every chance acquaintance pro
fessor, for the fellowship of sai1:'.:; in an A,-:sembly of God, is 
as debilitating a form of La,:;di,·,:;anism as has ever been-an 
exalting of the will of man and a denying of the Lordship of 
Christ. God is not less careful in the Church than He was in 
the Congregation of Israel, (see i Cor. v. ii Pd. ii: 10. i Tim. 
1: 9. i Cor. vi. 9. Heb. xii: 10. IIcb. x: 26. Matt. xviii: 15-18. 
ii Thess. iii, 6-14. i Tim. i: 9-20; vi: 3-5. ii Tim. ii: 16-21; 
iii, 1-5. Rom. xvi: 17. Acts xx: 20. Hev. ii. 2. ii Cor. xi: 13. 
Tit. iii: 10-11. i Tim. i: 20. Eph. v: 5. ii Cor. xi: 1-13. Gal. 
i: 8. i Cor. x: 20. John xiii: 8. i Cor. xi: 27-32). 

A true sense of what an Assembly ought to be, morally 
and spiritually, would cause a wholesome fear of God, and a 
deep exercise of heart both in those who apply for fellowship 
and in those who are to receiv� "for the glory of God"-not 
otherwise. The unexercised ought not to be received because 
"Whatsoever is not of faith is sin," Rom. 14: 23. None ought 
to be received but those who give evidence that they have re
pented of their sins. If we know of any sins of which they are 
still guilty, sins of ignorance it may be, then it is our responsi
bility to instruct them, and if they wilfully persist in those 
sins, in the face of plain Scripture, surely they ought not to be 
received. Only those ought to be achlcd who are giving evi
dence that they have been added to Christ. When God by His 
Spirit adds any person to the bride of Christ He adds that 
person once and forever; there is no divorce for those who are 
married to Christ. To be true witnesses of this divine prin
ciple means that those once added to an Assembly should never 
require to be added again: "They went out from us, but they 
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were not of us; for if they had been of us they would have con
tinued with us; but they went out that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us." i John 2: 1. To be 
added to an Assembly today, and then to drop out tomorrow 
is to be a false witne·ss as to the eternal marriage union with 
Christ. To play fast and loose between an Assembly of God 
and the sects of men is spiritual harlotry. 

In our present imperfect condition there is a possibility of 
a true child of God backsliding and for the time being ceasing 
to give evidence that he belongs to Christ. And ceasing to 
give evidence by his life that he belongs to Christ he ought 
also to cease to belong to that which locally represents the 
bride of Christ. The honorable thing for such an one to do is 
to v.:ithdraw from the Assembly; if living in wickedness the 
Assembly is responsible to put him away as not giving present 
evidence that he belongs to Christ, "Put away from among 
yourselves that WICKED person." i Cor. 5: 13. It does not 
say, that dear brother. An Assembly, to be true witnesses, 
must maintain holiness by excluding, to the best of its ability, 
false professors, those living in known sin, and lawless men of 
all kinds as false ·witnesses to the character of God, and His 
Church. 

In Acts 9: 23-28 we have an inspired example of reception. 
Paul desired fellowship with the Church at Jerusalem, and "As
sayed to join hirnself'to the disciples." The Assembly evidently 
did not believe that every professor had a right to come in and 
break bread ,vhen and how he pleased. Paul was in the Church 
which is Christ's body, but he was not in the local Church until 
they received him. Doubtless God caused him to go up to 
,J ernsalcm in order that we might have this inspired record of 
Godly care in reception. The apostle speaks of himself as a 
pattern, or ensample, and we find no resentment in him to be
ing put on trial as to his fttnc�ss for local fellowship. The As
sembly was afraid of him. We do well to be afraid of people. 
What power for evil lies in those who ought not to be received! 
They knew Darnabas, and had confidence in him, and he took 
Paul and brought him before the apostles. In each Assembly 
thcl'e are those who have a special care and responsibility, and 
they ought to be satisfied as to the fitner,s of the applicant. 
Barnabas rebtecl how Saul had "seen the Lord in the way, and 
that He had spoken to him"-that is, his conversion; his soul's 
experience; and how he had preached boldly at Damascus
that is his outward testimony. They were satisfied and Saul 
was joined to the Assembly at Jerusalem, and was WITH them 
coming in-for fellowship-and going out-for testimony to 
the world. Here we have recorded by inspiration one case of 
receptio11 into an Assembly, and one is enough, we need no 
more. 

May God preserve us from being beguiled from the sim-
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plicity that is in Christ, and enable us to dcave with purpose 
of heart to that which is written. "There were added unto 
them about three thousand souls." In "adding" may we be 
found true to the model so tliat in this as in other matters we 
may be able to say truthfully, "We all are His witnesses." 

Fourth 

CONTINUING STEADFASTLY IN THE APOSTLES 

DOCTRINE 

"They continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine." Acts ii: 42. 

HE Assembly at Jerusalem not only began right, it also 
continued steadfastly in the right. In this it is the 
model Church fer the dispensation. Their steadfast
ness was "in the apostles doctrine"; that is, they obey

ed the Word of God. Obedience to the Word of God keeps the 
disciples in touch with the Living God who is "steadfast for
ever," Dan. 6: 36. God is the unchanging God and so the 
Psalmist could say, "For ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven," Ps. 119: 89. "If the word spoken by angels was stead
fast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward; how shall we escape if we neglect so 
great salvation which at first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him," Heb. 
2: 2, 3. 

There is no sphere of life, political, social, religious, that is 
not legislated for in the Scriptures. "All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness. That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works," ii Tim. 3: 16, 17. 

Man must not add to the Word of God; neither must he 
take from it. "Ye shall not add unto the word which I com
mand you! neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I com
mand you," Deut. 4: 2. God will have a controversy with the 
man who departs in the least measure from His word. "Who
soever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach others so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them 
the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven," 
Matt. 5: 19. 

It is beautit'ul to notice how the apostles speak of them
selves, not as m,:'n to whom was gi\'en authority to do as they 
pleased, but as the "bond servants of Jesus Christ." The fact 
that God communicated His Word to them by inspiration did 
not in the least make their own words authoritative nor re
lease them from the obligation to yield implicit obedience to 
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the faith renakcl. They l18cl no ;rnthority to set asicle the 
\Vord of God in tlw li-:1:-i d1•.:"1·1·": ;,i:' \,.-]1<·n I'rter clirl so he 
,rn:,; hla mcd to the foe(', I; ;\I. �: '.�. J'I" ·.\· :·, 'l'' ·in•rl "grace and 
aposth-d1ip unto obcr:i('l1i:v ifl ll1,' i'"itl1.'' God's Word was 
gin•n them b)· inspirntinn ;1,-,d t li-,':'° put it i;1to writing for us. 
But the)· did more th,1n this, tl1ey �dso put it into action. They 
ohryL'd it, and their obedience is wo\·en into the \·cry warp and 
\\'oof of the Xew Testament to be imitated by us, "Be ye 
follu\\'ers of me, e\'en as I also am of Christ," i Cor. 11: 1. God 
ga\'e them no authority to issue commands, to formulate 
creeds, nor to frame hws fCi· church g-oYernmcnt, after the 
caprice of their O\\'l1 ,Yills as do christenclom's dignities. It 
\\'as their obedience to the Word of God that clothed them with 
the authority of that Word; and so it must ever be. 

Assemblies may make void the Woi·d of Goel, and so lose 
their steadfastness, in either of two ways :-First, By adding 
doctrines, rnles, or pn::ctices not found in the Word of God. 
"In Yain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the'com
mandments of men" . . Full well ye respect the command
ment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition." Mark 
7: 7-9. Second. By refusing to bow to the Wonl,-that law
lessness \\'here cYery man dc;c',; that \\'hich is right in his own 
eyes. Speaking in a general w:i:,.·, Romanism and Protestantism 
illustrate these t\Yo principles. Rome �al:es the Bible from the 
people and gives them her traditions instead. Protestantism 
allo\,·s the people an open Bible and yet the Word of God is as 
effectually set aside by the lawlessness of a degenerate Pro
testantism as it is by the traditions of Rome. In fact the rul
ers of apostate Protestantism will eventually be more anti
christian than e\·en the Pope of Rome. That Protestantism 
will for a time bow to Rome and drink of the golden cup of 
her abominations is plainly written in the handwriting of 
God's Word, Rev. xvii. EvC'n now they are courting her favor. 
But it will only be for a time. Their power will in the end be 
cast on the side of the Antici;,·i<-L who will tear Rome to pieces 
in order to exalt his gocllcs::; v.-ill, (Sec Rev. 17: 8-18; ii Thess. 
2: 3-12; Dan. 11: 36-38). Rorne will remain Rome until her 
end. Protestanism-the Church having been caught up to 
meet her Lord in the air-will raise her last protest against 
Rome in favo1· of the ".Antichrist," the lawless one, the man of 
sin, who having torn Rome to pieces \-Vill himself be destroyed, 
"Whom the Lorcl shall consume with the spirit of His mouth; 
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming; even Him 
whose coming- is afte:r the worLing of Satan with all power and 
signs and lying wonders, ii Thcss. 2: 8, 9. 

Thus will end the apostasy from God's Word. What a 
dangerous thing it is either to add to, or to take from the 
Scriptures! But we might well ask, Where, and how did this 
terrible apostasy begin'! It iJegan in Assemblies that were 
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once "Continuing steadfastly in the apostle's doctrine,"-As
semblies gathered unto the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle in writing to the Ephesian elders said, "know 
this, that after my departing shall grievous WOLVES enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your OWN SELVES 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away dis
ciples after them," Acts 20: 29, 30. "Wolves," men who ought 
never to have been in the Assembly,-what else could they do 
than to destroy the flock? Then there were the self-seeking 
elders, out of touch with the heart of the great Shepherd, 
speaking perverse, or twisted, things in order to draw away a 
following after themselves. How beautifu1, and simple, the 
divinely prescribed antidote to these two evils! "And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God and to the Word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified." God and His Word re
main steadfast forever. No license was given to turn from 
God in the least degree; and none to turn from the Word of 
His grace. 

A little switch will turn a great train far from its ap
parent destination. A little turning of heart from God and 
Ephesus had lost its "first love," and God removed her candle
stick. A little false doctrine as to separation and Pergamos 
stumbled over Balaam's stumbling-block; a little false charity 
to those who held the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes and God had 
to fight against Pergamos with the sword of His mouth. A

little step further and Thyatira suffered, "That woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach." A little departure 
from God's way of making converts and Sardis was full of 
those who had a name to live but were dead. A little mixture 
of hot and cold, a form of godliness while denying the power, 
nominally on God's side and yet on the worlds, a calling of 
Christ, Lord, and yet not doing the things that He says, a self
satisfaction and spirit of boasting, and wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, naked Laodicea has to be spued out of Christ's 
mouth. 

0, brethren, let us not forget that all these things were at 
work before the apostle John had passed off the scene, and that 
because such things were tolerated the candlesticks of the 
early Assemblies had to be removed by the Master of As
semblies. God graciously has given a reviving in the end of 
the dispensation. Assemblies have been formed after the di
vine pattern, and God has richly blessed. But apostasy has 
again begun in many assemblies. Lawlessness is sadly on the 
increase. The mantle of charity is thrown over much that 
God hates, and what shall the end be? He who walks in the 
midst of the candlesticks makes no compromise with evil. His 
word now, as in the beginning is "repent." He is soon coming 
for His own. Happy those Assemblies that shall be found con
tinuing steadfastly in the ·apostle's doctrine. when He comes .. 
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Fifth 

FELLOWSHIP 

"They continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, and in Fellowship." 

HE WORD "fellowship," from the Anglo-Saxon, and 
"communion," from the Latin, are both translations of 
the same Greek word, and so mean the same thing,
the holding of things in common. Fellowship with 

Christ means companionship, or partnership, with Him in 
thought, feeling, will, etc., or that union of heart that loves 
what He loves and hates what He hates. 

In nature every kind of life finds its joy increased by fel
lowship with its own kind. You see lambs gamboling with 
lambs, and enjoying themselves in a way that they could not 
do alone. The unconverted enjoy the fellowship of natural life 
and associate for the purpose of eating, drinking, for musical 
entertainments, for educational purposes, etc., all of which 
things are greatly enhanced in interest by the communion in 
a common object. Christian fellowship is the fellowship of 
those possessing eternal life, "For the life was manifested, 
and we have seen it and bear witness, and shew unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto you. That which we haYe seen and heard declare we unto 
you that ye also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
And these things we write unto you that your JOY MAY BE

FULL." i John, 1-24. This is the fellowship of "eternal life" 
and .is the inalienable possession of every ·child of God, blessed 
be His holy name ! 

In God's purposes, both in creation and in redemption, 
there are wheels within wheels. There is a fellowship common 
to all mankind, not made nor broken by man; and there are 
fellowships which men can both make and break, as that which 
exists between a husband and wife, where that which belongs 
to the one belongs to the other; their interests are one; their 
property, their children, everything belongs to them in com
mon. Many pass through the world and never enjoy this 
sweetest of earthly communions, or having entered into it 
allow it to become marred, or even break away from it alto
gether. Just so there is a spiritual fellowship common to all 
the redeemed, which the children of God neither make nor 
break; and there are fellowships which Christians can both 
make and break, as that which exists in an Assembly gathered 
unto the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. What spiritual com
munion is possible here! What fulness of joy springing from 
this communion! And yet how many of God's children know 
nothing of this fellowship, or having known something of it 
break away from it to their eternal shame and loss! It is of 
Assembly fellowship we desire to speak more particularly here. 
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Assembly fellowship springs out of and accompanies stead
fastness in the apostles' doctrine. In the West it is not un
common to find a prairie dog, an owl and a rattlesnake living 
together, but theirs is simply toleration, not fellowship. The 
prairie dog digs ta hole to make a nest for himself; the owl 
cannot dig, so to get out of the light he enters, and the prairie 
dog prefers to let him remain rather than to attempt to drive 
him out; the rattlesnake cannot dig so he also enters, but 
not being able to swallow either the dog or the owl they are 
safe, and as they dare not rouse his ire all thr.ee remain. They 
tolerate one another, but each lives his own peculiar life and 
fellowships with his own kind. Similarly the unconverted and 
the children of God may be associated in religious organiza
tions, and for fleshly reasons may tolerate one another, but 
this is not the Assembly fellowship spoken of in the Word of 
God. The model scriptural Assembly was composed only of 
those who having gladly received the Word were born again, 
and so possessors of eternal life; they had all pictured that 
they were dead, buried and risen with Christ to walk in new
ness of life; they had been added to the Assembly; had con
tinued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine, and so were in 
hearty fellowship in the things of God. It could not be other
wise. Just in proportion as these things are departed from, in 
that proportion true fellowship ceases. Make room for the un
converted, and unbaptized, for those who have not been "ad
ded," and for the self-willed and disobedient and what fellow
ship can there be? There may be a kind of God dishonoring 
toleration, but not God honoring fellowship. 

Fellowship, to be of God, involves separation from that 
which is not of God. "Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with dark
ness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agree
ment hath the temple of God with idols r for ye are the temple 
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and 
walk in them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and 
I will receive you. And will be a father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty," ii Cor. 
6: 14�18. "Fellowship" implies the holding of something with 
another; "communion," common interests .resulting from one
ness in life; "concord," agreement in sound and voice; "part," 
a share in some common object; and "agreement," the enter
taining of sentiments in common. In the Assembly of God the 
Christian finds full scope for the expression of all these various 
shades of the word fellowship, used in its broad sense. 

We are accustomed to speak of those being in fellowship 
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who are in an Assembly gathered unto the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and, if saved, they are; but not all to the same 
degree, nor do all continue with the same steadfastness. A 
disgruntled Christian once gave quite a clever address on fel
lowship in its various spheres, in Gospel work, in giving, in 
prayer, in worship, etc. After the meeting,_ a brother said to 
him, "That was a good address you gave on fellowship." 
"Yes," said the speaker, "I believe that it was scriptural." 
"Well," said the brother, "I was just wondering when you were 
going to come into fellowship." "0," said he, "I am in fellow
ship." "O, no," said the brother, "we scarce ever see you at 
the prayer meeting, you don't come to the Gospel meeting un
less you think that you will get a chance to preach, you grumble 
at almost everything that your brethren do, and I was just 
thinking how nice it would be if you would just come into 
fellowship." 

We might well ask ourselves the question, How much am I 
in fellowship in the Assembly? How much heart fellowship in 
the morning meeting? How much fellowship in giving of my 
substance? To how many of the petitions in the prayer meet
ing do I add my hearty, (J do not say, loud), Amen, thereby 
signing my name to those. petitions which are presented at the 
throne? How much fellow$hip in caring for the sick and 
needy? How much fellowship in caring for the Hall? or for 
the Lord's servants? How much fellowship in distributing 
tracts? 0 that it mi.ght be true of us, "They continued stead
fastly in the apostles' doctrine and in fellowship." 

Sixth 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

"They continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine, and in the fellow.• 
ship, and in the breaking of bread." [I T HAS ever been Gocl's way with man to execute judg

ment upon those who refuse to bow in repentance when 
He calls, and to make a way of deliverance for the re
pentant, with whom He enters into covenant relation

ship, giving to these some token, or sign, in order that His 
covenant may be continually had in remembrance. 

Immediately after the flood, God made a covenant with 
Noah and with his seed saying, "I will establish my covenant 
with you, neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood ... This is the TOKEN of the covenant .. 
I do set my bow in the cloud and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the earth." The rainbow is God's 
remembrancer and it is ours also. What a beautiful token, 
painting its proclamation of peace on the very rain drops of 
the cloud that but a short time before was so dark and threat-
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ening. And yet the rainbow accomplishes nothing. It neither 
makes nor stills the storm; but who has not watched for it 
and felt a thrill of joyous welcome when it made its appearance 
and God's covenant to Noah was brought to remembrance? 

Again when God's death sentence was about to be executed 
upon Egypt, God gave the blood for a token, saying; "I will 
execute judgment; I am the Lord: and the blood shall be to you 
for a TOKEN upon the houses where ye are; and when I see 
the blood I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon 
you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. And this 
day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a 
feast to the Lord throughout your generat_ions.'' Ex. 12: 12-14. 
The blood of the Passover lamb, in itself, was of little value, 
but it was a token, a significant token, telling of judgment al
ready past; telling of an innocent life forfeited in order that 
the guilty might be spared. God was very particular that the 
passover should be observed by His redeemed people in after 
years, and the soul that despised it despised the God of re
demption, and was cut off from the congregation. (See Nurn. 
9: 9-13). 

Rahab, realizing that her life was exposed to the judgment 
of God, desired mercy. This being promised, she desired a true 
token. The scarlet thread w2.s the token given. A scarlet 
thread in itself is of no value to avert judgment, but, as a 
token, it meant much to Rahab as God's army marched around
that doomed city. 

Behind these, and the many other covena1:ts of Scripture, 
and their tokens, there lies symbolized the great New Testa
ment covenant, ratified by the blood of Calvary. In righteous
ness the Antediluvians were swept off the earth; in righteous
ness the inhabitants of Jericho perished by the sword: but in 
righteousness those who escaped were delivered. How? By 
the rainbow, or the blood, or the scarlet line? "No, A thousand 
times, No. These were only tokens. How then were they 
saved when others, no more guilty, perished? The price of 
their salvation, and ours, was the blood of the cross. Here 
God's righteous judgment fell, in full toll, upon the head of 
His only begotten Son. Here all the waves and billows of God's 
righteous wrath swept over the head of the sinner's sinless 
substitute, and believing in Him we are free. God is just and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

The New Covenant Token, i Cor. 11: 23-2b. 

The bread and the wine of the feast instituted on the night 
of the betrayal are the TOKENS of the New Testament. But 
these have nothing to do with the putting away of sin any 
more than the rainbow has to do with the putting away of 
storms, or the blood of the passover lamb had to do with put
ting away sins, or the scarlet thread with the stability of the 
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wall under Rahab's house. Bread and wine have no power to 
put away sin, else why Gethsemane and Calvary'? No, they 
are of no value in averting the wrath of God, nor in securing 
the benefits of the New Covenant. But as reminders of Hirn 
whose body was broken and whose blood was shed on Calvary, 
how fragrant! We sing: 

"Only bread and only wine, 
Yet to faith the solemn sign 

Of the heavenly and divine: 
We give Thee thanks, 0 Lord. 

For the words that turn our eye 
To the cross of Calvary, 

Bidding us in faith draw nigh, 
We give Thee thanks, 0 Lord." 

A few practical observations concerning the feast may 
not be out of place. 

Preparation for the Feast. 1 Cor. xi: 27-34. 

That only those who are redeemed by the blood of Christ, 
and so are inheritors under the New Covenant, have any right 
to the feast is evident. Only those who by faith have seen Him 
dying for them upon the tree can "remember Him." And not 
all the redeemed, even, are in a fit state of soul to sit at the 
Lord's table. For this self-judgment is a requisite. "Let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup." The Israelite made diligent search for, and 
put away all leaven before he kept the passover. "Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth." i Cor. v: 7-8. To profess to remember that which puts 
away sin, while harboring sin, is a sin for which God will 
judge His people. "For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep, for if we would judge ourselves 
we should not be judged." A while spent alone with God in 
self-judgment, confession and meditation before going to par
take of the Lord's supper is a highly commendable practice, 
preparing the person to eat in the spirit of self judgment. "So 
let him eat." 

The Feast 

We are nowhere instructed to come to the Lord's supper 
to give God something. He spreads the table and we are His 
guests, not He ours. He says, "take eat," and as we sit around 
the table that has the tokens of His body and blood, memory 
transports us to Calvary to enjoy the sweets of redeeming love. 
What .a feast! And what will be the result when souls feed 
upon the "Living bread" and drink the royal wine of heaven? 
Their hearts will be filled with love to Him who bore the curse 
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to set them free, and their lips will speak forth His praise. 
Thanksgiving, adoration and worship cannot but flow from the 
hearts of those who thus remember Him. 

The Order of the Feast 

Sometimes the question is asked, Has God given any spe
cial order to be observed at the feast? We believe not. He has 
given the Holy Spirit to lead and guide, but there is nothing 
said as to whether the service should open with a hymn, or 
with prayer and thanksgiving, or with the reading of the 
Word. Some have said that the breaking of the bread ought 
to be early in the meeting. Others believe that time ought to 
be given for the soul to be duly exercised. One lays down the 
law that there must be no reading of the Word and speaking 
before the breaking of the bread. Another says, Why should 
we not read the Word and speak things calculated to draw out 
the soul in remembrance of Him as well as to sing what others 
have given us? Man's rules and regulations as to all such 
things cannot but gender an unhappy critical spirit in those 
who hold them because all such laws are sure to be transgress
ed continuously. Doubtless the Spirit of God leads variously 
according to the varying conditions of the Assembly. "Let all 
things be done decently and in order," is one of God's standing 
rules for all meetings; and what might be quite in place in a 
small Assembly might be altogether out of place in a large 
one. "Let all things be done unto edifying," is another of 
God's rules of broad application. 

The Frequency of the Feast 

The words, "Upon the first day of the week, when the dis
ciples came together to break bread," Acts 20: 7, shew us that 
the apostolic Assemblies kept the remembrance feast every 
Lord's day. "As often"-not as seldom-"as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He 
come." i Cor. 11: 26. 

The Breaking of the Loaf. i Cor. 11: 24. 

The question is sometimes asked, Should the loaf be 
broken at the giving of thanks? The almost universal custom 
of the Assemblies is to break the loaf, and why not? But 
some one will say, No bone of Him was broken. This is true; 
but this must not be confounded with the breaking of His body. 
Every wound is a break in the body; and surely He had 
wounds. His body was broken by lash, and thorns, and nails, 
ancl spear. At the institution of the feast He broke the bread 
and gave it to them saying, "Take, eat; this is my body which 
is broken for you; this do in remembrance of me"; and he who 
will chide the Master of Assemblies for breaking the loaf may 
also chide those who follow His example. 
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As we gather at the weekly feast, may God have His own 
way with us so that in the power and energy of the Spirit we 
may be guided into lowlier thoughts of self; a deeper conscious
ness of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, of the sufferings of 
Him who bore our sins on the tree, of the glorious worth of 
His person so that we may "take" and "eat" in remembrance 
of Him in a worthy manner, until He come. 

Seventh 

PRAYER 

"They continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine, and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers." Acts 2: 42. I] N THE Old Testament God's house was called, "an house

of prayer," Isa. 56: 7. The Assembly is God's house
of prayer in this dispensation. Every function of an 
Assembly is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. 

That God hears the prayers of individuals is blessedly true, 
but how much more the prayers of His people when assembled 
to pour out their desires before the throne of grace. One has 
quaintly put it in these words, "No doubt the prayers which 
the faithful put up to heaven from under their private roof 
are very acceptable to Him; but if a saint's single voice in 
prayer be so sweet to God's ear much more His saint's prayers 
in con'cert together . .'A father is glad to see any one of His 
children, and makes him welcome when he visits him but much 
mo12 when they come together; the greatest feast is when they 
all meet at his house. There is a wonderful prevalency in the 
joint prayers of His people. When Peter was in prison the 
Church met and prayed him out of the enemies' hands. A 
prince wfll grant a petition subscribed by the hands of a whole 
city, which may be he would not at the request of a private 
subject, and yet love him well too." 

The Seriptures abound in (;Xamples of prayer, and in en
couragement thereunto. How often we read of the Lord Jesus 
praying. At his baptism, about to enter on His public min
istry, knowing that He must socn enter into the wilderness 
conflict with Satan, He is found praying, Luke 3: 21. When 
about to send out His apostles, He first directs them to pray, 
and then spends the whole night Himself in prayer, Matt 9: 38. 
And as He began, so He ended. When He was about to enter 
His last conflict with the powers of darkness,• "He prayed 
more, e8.rnestly." As a wrestler that strains every muscle in 
his body so He put forth His whole might, "with strong cries 
and tears to Him that was able to save Him out of death, and 
was heard in that He feared." From His example we might 
well learn the necessity and prevalency of prayer. 

The importance of prayer, in connection with the Lord's 
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work, is manifest in the account of the labors of the Apostles. 
When Paul and Silas were about to set out for a tour through 
Syria and Cilica the Assembly af Antioc commended them to 
the Lord, by their prayers, Acts 15: 40. N�very one who de
sires to go out preaching can be so commended. How can an 
Assembly commend to the Lord for His work, or to the Lord's 
people, one with whom they have but a very slight acquaint
ance, and who, for all that they know, may be a wolf in sheep's 
clothing; or one whom they have not found steadfast in the 
Lord's ways; or, as they believe; is not fitted for the Lord's 
work? What an encouragement to the servants of Christ who 
are able to go forth backed by the united prayers of the As
sembly! 

Thus "commended" Paul and Silas went forth "confirm
ing" the Churches. Only men who are themselves confirmed in 
God's ways are able to confirm others. The Holy Ghost guid
ing they passed over into Macedonia, to Philippi a chief city of 
that part. On the Sabbath they went forth without the gate 
where they supposed there was a place of prayer, see Acts 
16: 13, R. V. A place of prayer is good fishing ground for 
Gospel preachers. Praying souls Rre good soil in which to 
plant the incorruptible seed. Here Lydia was won to Christ, 
was baptized; and she took the preachers to abide in her house. 

Again as they were going to the place of prayer a damsel 
possessed with a spirit of divination followed them saying, 
"these are the servants of the Most High God, which shew unto 
us the way of salvation." The place of prayer evidently had an 
attraction to them; but they would not have the commendation 
of this agent of the devil. The damsel's master, seeing his hope 
of gain was gone, Paul having cast out the spirit of divination, 
caused an uproar and Paul and Silas having been scouraged 
were cast into tne inner prison. "And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed and sang praises unto God, and the prisoners 

. heard them," Act 16: 26. Thoug-h their feet were fast in the 
stocks, their tongues and hearts were free, and their prayers 
were heard in heaven, and God who heard sent an earthquake 
which unlocked the prison doors and unloosed the stocks from 
their feet. The result was another soul, the jailor, converted 
to God, and an opening made for the preaching of the gospel in 
his house, and as a sequence, the conversion of all his house
hold. Their bleeding backs were washed by the very hands 
that had laid on the stripes, and another home was open for 
the servants of Christ. Prayer moves the hand that rules the 
world. These two praying men, from a praying assembly, were 
the instruments in the hand of God to lay the foundation of 
another praying assembly, at Philippi. To this Assembly the 
Apostle afterwards writes, by the spirit, "Be careful for noth
ing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks
giving let your requests be made known unto God. And the 
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peace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus," Phil. 4: 6, 7. Into 
this castle of peace the saints may at all times run and be 
safe. When they have cause to fear they need but call upon 
God in prayer and they will be garrisoned by omnipotence. 
This the saints have at all times proved. What better example 
of the efficacy of prayer could we have than the experience of 
Paul and Silas that we have just been considering. 

May God in richest grace give us, both as individuals and 
as Assemblies, to know more and more of what it is to "con
tinue steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, and fellowship, aml 
in breaking of bread, and in PRAYERS."

CONCLUSION 

E HA VE been looking at the first Assembly-the pat
tern for all subsequent Assemblies, perfect in every re
spect, and able to say truthfully "We are His wit
nesses." For a brief space the Spirit of God had His 

own way in that company, and what a testimony it was! The 
love, the joy, the unselfishness and the unity of heaven were 
mirrored in their ways. As yet they had not the New Testa
ment Scriptures, but they had the apostles through whom they 
received a knowledge of the will of God day by day; and in the 
end the written New Testament which everywhere bears wit
ness to the fact that what we have in Acts ii: 41, 42 is God's 
established Assembly order; an order so perfect, and yet so 
simple that the simplest believer once he gets his eye upon this, 
God's model, can have no excuse for being beguiled away from 
it. He may not be able to confute the sophistries of brainy 
men, but he can compare their inventions with the model, and 
know that every departure from this is of the devil. 

Departure from God's model is not a light thing. Re
member Peres Uzza. The Philistines had taken God's ark and 
put it in Dagon's temple. This transgression of God's word 
brought judgment upon Dagon, and upon the Philistines who 
then said, "The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with 
us." They hitched two milk kine to a new cart and God caused 
the cows, contrary to nature, to go lowing from their calves, 
until they reached Beth-shemesh. 

The people of Beth-shemesh rejoiced to see the ark; but it 
proved as fatal to them as it had to the Philistines, for there 
God smote fifty thousand men because they looked into the 
ark. Their gladness to see the ark back again in Israel, their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, could not render it safe for them 
to disobey the plain word of God which had forbidden any to 

, lb.� into the ark. 
::.The ark was then taken to Kirjath-jearim, until King
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David with thirty thousand chosen men and a great concourse 
of people, with shouts of triumph and the voice of music, like 
the Philistines, put the ark on a new cart, to bring it up to 
Jerusalem. But their joy was soon turned into mourning. The 
oxen stumbling Uzza put forth his hand to steady the ark, and 
God smote him that he died. (See ii Sam. vi.) The Philistines, 
to get rid of the ark, might safely use a new cart; but for 
Israel to do so was contrary to the law of God, Num. 7: 9. None 
but the Kohathites might approach unto the ark and Uzza was 
not a Kohathite. And even the Kohathites might not touch 
the ark under pain of death, but were to carry it on their 
shoulders by its staves of shittim wood. 

Uzza's disobedience to the plain word of God cost him his 
life. From this infliction of judgment we learn that when God 
desires to be worshipped in one way we are never justified, or 
safe, in inventing any other way. Since it is the will of God 
that those who compose an Assembly are such as have "gladly 
received His Wo:rd," and so are born again; have been baptized 
as believers; and "added"; to continue ·,teadfastly in the 
apostles' dr;cti ine, and fellowship, and in i)reaking of oread, 
and prayers, how can we be safe in baptising those incapable 
of believing? or if God has ordained baptism to be by immer
sion how will sprinkling be held to be lawfr l? If only baptized 
believers were added shall we say that some other order will do 
just as well? Every step that has not a Bible warrant, how
ever specious and pious it may seem, is in itself unlawful, and 
to be ranked along with that superstition, will worship, and 
impious antichristianism that finds its full manifestation in 
"Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abominations of 
the earth," Rev. 17: 5. She has not scrupled to invent "new 
carts" many. She cannot truthfully say, "We are His wit
nesses." She is not the "Bride of the Lamb." Her doom shall 
come "in one hour." Let us not be partakers of her sins. 

Doubtless it appeared to King David, his nobles and the 
whole congregation, that the Philistines invention of the new 
cm·t was safer and more dignified than carrying the ark on 
men's shoulders. And had not God granted the ark a safe 
journey on the Philistine's new cart? And could not the sons 
of Abinidab take as good care of the ark as the sons of Kohath? 
The shoulders might do all right for the wilderness, but is not 
a cart more in keeping with the times? Such reasoning might 
have appeared specious enough; but they changed God's order 
and Uzza died. The fact that they acted with good intentions, 
in zeal, and pious regard for the holiness of the ark in that the 
cart was new and clean, did not save them from disaster. How 
careful we ought to be that our zeal runs in maintaining God's 
order. Let us beware of our inventions, or those of our fathers. 
Human wisdom must not attempt to preside in ma�ters per
taining to the Assembly of God. Our difficulties arise not from 
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lack of instructions, but from ignorance or inattention to the 
written Word. Our safety lies in cleaving to God and to the 
Word of His grace; only so can we truthfully say, "We all are 
His Witnesses." The judgment seat of Christ is at hand. Let 
us hold fast the faithful Wore!, until He comes, for His Name's 
sake. 
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