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“FAILURE OF THE CHURCH IN 
COLLECTIVE TESTIMONY.”

The Church as a collective thing and a witness 
for God on the earth had failed to keep that which, 
by Paul God committed to its care, before the close 
of the New Testament records. The second epistle 
to Timothy, one of the latest epistles in moral 
order, proves this, for Timothy is called upon to 
«turn away ” from some who had the “form of 
godliness ” but denied its power; when too there 
should be professedly Christian “teachers” turning 
away their hearers “ from the truth,” and when 
“evil men and seducers” should “ wax worse and 

deceiving and being deceived.” Timothyworse,
is then exhorted to “continue in the things which 
he had learned and been assured of,” knowing of 
whom he had learned them. He is told to walk in 
separation from some, and “ with those that call 
on the Lord out of a pure heart.” What testi
mony for God existed collectively in such a state 
of things as this ? For the second epistle to 
Timothy does not depict the state of things in a 
local assembly, nor mention one. It gives a pic
ture of the general state of things then called 
Christian, which had at that time become so cor
rupted. Timothy was given a special line of action 
in the midst of this condition. Nor is Paul the
only witness we have of departure. John, and 
Jude, and Peter all admit the same. See I. John, 
ii., 19, 26; iv., 1; II John, 7-10; III John, g; 
Jude (all the epistle); and I Peter, iv., 17; II. 
Peter, ii., all this chapter predicting it; and this
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last epistle bearing in itself the proof that it was 
written after the true Church testimony committed 
to Paul had all come out—see II. Peter, iii., 15, 18. 
To this we may add the early chapters of the book 
of Revelation, all witnessing to the failure of 
the Assembly as a witness for God, and John's 
own word in his first epistle insisting it 
then “ the last time.”

In the time then of this failure, and seeing it all 
around him, Paul, who had been made the especial 
vessel of testimony as to all the truth of the Church 
(see Eph. iii., 2-21, Col., i. 24-29)—that is, the 
present testimony— Paul turns to an individual, to 
Timothy, anxious with a Godly anxiety (like Moses) 
for the Lord's people and for the truth which God 
had committed to him. Paul was about to pass off 
the scene, his work on earth he saw was done (see 
II. Tim , iv., 6). He had no man “like-minded” 
with Timothy. As we have seen before with Joshua 
and Moses so here, Timothy had proved his aflection 
for the apostle and for the testimony committed to 
him. And to him therefore Paul turns, on the eve 
of his departure from this world, as the fitted one 
to carry on the testimony in the midst of the de
clension around. “15e not thou therefore ashamed 
of THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD, nor 
of me, IIis prisoner.” From close intimacy and 
companionship with God’s witness, Timothy hat 
heard and received fully the truth of God. “1 hou 
hast fully known my doctrine, manner of lde, 
purpose, faith, long-suffering, charity, patience. 
As always, the testimony could only be earn, t 
from him who was the one to whom God ui

was even

*
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committed it. We have seen that the part of the 
present testimony most affecting the Church was 
distinctly and only committed to Paul. But the 
testimony then, and even after Timothy’s death, 
was not to be given up. “And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also.” Now it is evident that to give 
up the apostle (“me, His prisoner,”) was in that 
day to give up the testimony, since no other had it. 
Demas did this, and he is in remarkable contrast 
in this epistle with Timothy, to whom the apostle 
distinctly committed it. “ Demas hath forsaken 
me"—had left him—the apostle’s heart chronicles 
the departure, and he has nothing to say further, 
except to add that it had been the state of the soul 
of Demas that had led to this action. Do we depart 
from the testimony if we depart from those who 
have it ? Demas had not given up the profession 
of Christianity, nor had he merely moved from one 
place to another. He had avoided the “afflictions 
of the Gospel,” that was all, for the world had 
offered to him a smoother path than he could find 
in identification with the aged prisoner at Rome. 
To forsake him to whom God had committed the 
special testimony for the day, and whom God 
sustained up to his last moments on earth, true to 
it (II Tim. iv. 17, 18, compare verse 7), was to give 
up the testimony. No one can question that the 
testimony of God will not assort with love to this 
“present evil world.” which means satisfaction 
with the present sphere, while the testimony is 
wholly connected with refusing it, and looking on
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to a future one.

“ THE TESTIMONY IS AS TO A NEW PLACE— 
HEAVEN.”

It may be well, in conclusion, to gather together 
some of the points that have come before us. First, 
The testimony is God’s voice speaking to man; 
and Second, as he hears and obeys, he is practically 
in the testimony, so as to communicate it to others. 
However dimly it was known, the testimony which 
Abraham was led into, savoured of Heaven. (Heb. 
xi. io.) And when He came, the promised Seed of 
Abraham, the One whose testimony exposed every
thing, and “ who spake as never 
came to speak of heaven, 
earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye

He that

man spake,” He 
“If I have told you

believe if I tell you of heavenly things, 
cometh from above is above all, and what He hath 
seen and heard, that He testifieth, and no man 
receiveth His testimony.” Johniii. That testimony 
is referred to as the ''testimony of our Lord" in 
II. Tim. i. 8. Sin having ruined the first creation 
and defiled its place, the true testimony must have 

Sin has polluted the eaith 
(Mic. ii. 10), nor is recovery to Eden happiness the 
present object of the heart of God. Yet He seeks 
to have man in spirit now, as really hereafter with 
Him. Faith, which accepts this, looks onward to 
a new place ; and it is as to this place, and as to 
those who are in grace made meet to occup) it, 
that the testimony of God goes forth and is con
nected. Enh. ii. 6: Phill. iii. 20, 21; Col. i. 5>

reference to heaven.
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■ Heb.xi.16. The church belongs toheaven. Nothing 

but heaven and the heavenly side of truth can be 
the full and true testimony in the present day, 
because it has now come clearly out what the 
“testimony of our Lord ” was, both during His life 

the earth, and from heaven since, to Paul con
cerning the church which is “ His body” (Eph. iv. 
8, ii, 12). This world is reserved unto fire, and 

all hope is connected with Heaven. II. Peter 
iii. 7; I. Thess. i. 10. This will guide us as to the 
mutter of the completed testimony, especially if we 
clearly see also that it is the testimony of the Spirit 
sent by Christ, and so completed from Christ, who is 
jwthe new place. I. Peter iii. 22; Heb. ix. 24. And it 
concerns those who are associated with Him there 
Eph. ii. 6.

It is I think, clear too that the “ present testi
mony ” is that of the apostles and writers of the 
New Testament, completed as to the Church, as 

have said, by Paul; and that nothing short of 
this is worthy of being called the “testimony.” If 
also the Church as a body has failed as to this (and 
Scripture proves that it is so), God has confided 
it, according to His wisdom and grace, to indivi
duals—bidden not to isolate themselves—but who 
are to seek others also, with whom they can walk, 
“calling upon God out of a pure heart.” This is 
the direction to Timothy, the one who was to go 
on in the power of testimony for the truth, after 
the apostles departure. Outside of the company 
who were thus going on with Timothy according to 
the truth committed to Paul, the testimony of God 
could not be found. Do we Christians really believe

on

now

we
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this, and act as though we did ? This is an\ 
important question for us all, and it is so because] 
revived truth is original truthJ We are responsible 
to walk in the power of all recovered truth, and 
to maintain it because it is the truth, just as if it had 
been first committed to us as it was to Paul, and 
by him to Timothy. Departure from_ recovered 
truths is departure ^from.'rtH'eJestirqQQV-iiL-G-Qd- 
There is no hint in Scripture of the recovery of the 
Church corporately to a Pentecostal or a Pauline 
testimony, and there is no hint of any such pros
pect given to Timothy. Still the testimony is given 
to him, and to the company associated with him.

“ THE RECOVERED TESTIMONY OF Ot.’R LORD.

WHAT IS IT ? ’’

I have remarked that the record of the 
Christianity of the last sixty years bears on it a 
testimony to truth recovered from the darkness of 
ages. I will indicate a few points. Christ is the 
Head of His body the Church. Eph. i. 22, 23. 
The members of that body are united to Him and 
to one another. Eph. vi. 30; I. Cor. vii. 13-26. 
The Holy Ghost dwells in each member of the 
body of Christ (I. Cor. vi. 19; Eph. i. 13), and in 
the Church corporately. I. Cor. iii- 16. There is 
a personal coming of the Lord. John xiv., 1, 2, 3 ; 
I. Cor. xv. 51, 52 ; I Thessalonians iv. 15, 16, 17. 
Connected with these there are also, the rejection 
of all usurpation of the place of the Holy Ghost in 
the Assembly by a humanly appointed ministry. 
I. Cor. xii. ii-ii ; I. Cor. xiv. 1-40. The recogni-
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tion of all Christ’s gifts, a PERFECT ministry, 
for the edification of His body the Church. 
Eph. iv. ii, 12. I. Cor. iv. I. The breaking 
of bread on the first day of the week, a memorial 
of the death of Christ, an expression of this One 
Body. Faith in that death gathering each in the 
confession of living union with the Head. Acts xx. 
7 ; I. Cor. xi. 23-3+. The total refusal of all that 
is of the first man, as commending any one to God, 
and the first man’s definite judgment and condem
nation in the cross of Christ. Romans vi. 3, 6, 7, 

Gal. ii. 20 The new creation, and our8, 11;
union with Christ in heaven (Eph. i. 6; ii. 6; ii. 
10), all our interests therefore there now.

; Phill iii. 20. “ HEAVEN,” the place of our 
eternal abode (John xvii. 24), in contrast with 
“ earth," whereon we are “pilgrims and strangers.” 
All this has come out with increased freshness 
during the last sixty years, and it is seen from 
Scripture that this was the testimony of God for the 
early Christians, and for as many, therefore, as 
should follow them as depositaries of the testimony 
of God on the earth. But as we have seen the 
testimony COMPLETED was committed to Paul, 
this he commits to Timothy and to those asso
ciated with him, and not to the whole professing 
Church, and at the same time Paul indicates that 
this remnant character of testimony would con
tinue, the testimony being handed on by Timothy, 
by Paul’s direction, to “ faithful men,” who should 
“ be able to teach others also,”

Such is the state of things wherein we find 
ourselves to-day. The testimony is revived,

Col. iii.
1
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but the professing Church has become so lea
vened, so worldly, so corrupt, that it is diffi
cult (if not impossible) to say where one (the 
Church) ends, and the other (the world) begins. 
The conduct of Demas has many followers, while 
Paul’s words to Timothy attract but few. Yet are 
they addressed to every Christian who has an ear 
to hear, and a heart desirous to obey, 
thou therefore ashamed of THE TESTIMONY 
('F OUR LORD.” Our consolation is in the Lord 
alone. Our failure to act fully up to the testimony 
each devoted Christian must admit. ‘‘The Lord 
looketh on the heart.” Thank God that it is so. 
He sees the faint desire to be for Him on the earth, 
where it exists in any, and—as with Abraham and 
Israel, so with us—He waits on our feeble laith. 
“ To this man will I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word.’1 
Nor does He withdraw the testimony from them, 
as we have seen; but departure and giving up 
exist all around us, and with some who once walked 
with us in the joy of the truth. What can be done ? 
We must go on, for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed. “ The night is far spent, 
the clay is at hand ”

“THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD,” that 
is, the word from God for the present moment, 
this has never been withdrawn. It is perfect, and 
cannot be added to. Then there is the second part 
of the testimony, a life and conduct seeking to 
answer to the truth communicated. This can only 
go out from those who are bowing to the truth. 
How can it go out from any others ? 'lhere

“ Be not

was



34

a distinct revival of the testimony about sixty 
years ago, as I have said, and there is a company 
now on earth which, in feebleness and trial, has 
sought to cleave to what then began to be revived, 
a company which, notwithstanding pressure, has 
not given up the truth then recovered. It is no 
matter of surprise that those who gave up the full 
truth preached by the apostle, and who rejected 
this truth sixty years ago should have their repre
sentatives also in our own day. This is the class 
who, being blind to the truth, reject now also, as 
then, those who accept it. They do not see that 
there has been granted, through grace, in our own 
day, a revival of the testimony of our Lord, as it 
was completed by the apostle Paul. True wisdom 
will not contend with such. But there are others 
who do not deny that the testimony revived sixty 
years ago was of God. But these say that that 
testimony has now been withdrawn from those to 
whom He then committed it, on account of their 
failure. Now while the failure is not denied, the 
Scriptures we have considered prove that this 
charge of the withdrawal of the testimony is false. 
What then is the position in God’s sight of those 
who individually, or in companies, have withdrawn ? 
Let them answer that question in God’s presence. 
Surely the Word of God will help to an answer.

Many have withdrawn. Some have given up 
truth they once confessed. Some have adopted 
new views unsanctioned by Scripture, and some 
with but one earnest desire I fully believe, to 
maintain the truth which they thought was 
given up by those they have left. Scripture,
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had they eyes to see it, does not support any 
in acting on a false assumption, but the reverse. 
Scripture speaks, thank God, and must be heard, 
and it shows what company God is with, and whom 
He supports to-day. He is with the company 
which cleaves to, and is seeking to walk in the

Theirpower of the truth committed to Timothy, 
failure, which is our failure since there is but one 
body, humbles us, and rightly so; but with the 
voice of God addressing us in His Word, we may

And while everyand MUST take courage.
Christian ought to be able to “ give an answer 
to the questions heading this paper; true lowliness 
will ever mark those who by being in and of the 

“TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD,” arepresent
thus by Him so signally honoured.

H. C. A.
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