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CfIRISTIAN BLESSINGS . 
..... --. 

No. 1.

ENTRANCE INTO THE HOLIEST. 

HEBREWS X. 1-22 

I DESIRE, in these lectures, if the Lord permit, 
to bring before you the blessings which are 
peculiar to Christianity. I beg you to bear in 
mind the words I use," peculiar to Christianity;" 
that Christians only enjoy those blessings, and 
that they are connected with Christ's exaltation 
to the right hand of God. I dare say some here 
may not quite understand what I mean by 
peculiar to Christians; I mean peculiar to the 
saints of this present period during the rejection 
of Christ I suppose there is no one here who 
will not admit that Christ has been rejected on 
the earth. Apparently as to the two disciples 
journeying to Emmaus, His going away shat
tered all their hopes of blessing here ; so much 
so that they said, "Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which 
are come to pass there in these days?" All was 
over. It is a terrible thing that God's Son was 
refused here; hence you read in Psalm ex., as 
the Lord quotes it in Matthew xxii., "The LORD 
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand 

B 
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till I make thine enemies thy footstool." He is 
called away for a certain time. N OJI what 
occurs in that interval? It is of the deepest 
importance that you should bear in mind that 
He has been called away, but instead of think
ing, like the two disciples, that all is over, new 
blessings come out from Christ in His exalta-
1ic:>n ; a new company is found on the earth. 

I desire to describe the blessings which have 
come out, and I begin with entrance into the 
Holiest ; though I must remark that the varied 
blessings are so interwoven that you cannot put 
them in succession. Still, I think it is a main 
point for the young believer to get hold of the 
fact, that there is a class of blessings which are 
connected with Christ's exaltation at the right 
hand of God, in addition to all that He accom
plished on the earth, and that it is into this class 
of blessings you are brought. 

I refer first briefly to Leviticus xvi. There 
are plainly two classes there ; there was the high 
priest and his house, and there was the congre
gation. The high priest and his house typifies 
Christ and the saints of this present time. The 
confusion of Christendom arises from trying to 
mingle the two classes, and to bring in the 
congregation as if that part of the type was 
fulfilled. The congregation was not blessed till 
the priest came out; and the Priest has not 
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come out yet. He has gone into heaven itself, 

gone in for His house ; " Whose house are we," 
thank God ! You see this is connected with the 
fact of His exaltation. 

I submit that in Leviticus xvi. there is a great 
difference between the scapegoat and the high 
priest gone within the veil. Now that is exactly 
the difference between the christian blessing, 
and the blessing of the congregation in the 
millennial day. But many Christians do not 
get in their souls beyond the latter blessing. 
The scapegoat carried away the people's sins 
into the land of forgetfulness. The people of 
God on the earth, where all their sins were com

mitted, had this wonderful assurance in their 
souls-all our sins are carried into the land of 
forgetfulness. But when the high priest went 
into the Holiest, it was not a question of sins at 
all, it was the contrast to sins-the holiness of 
God. If you apprehend this one sentence, I 
think you will understand my aim. I maintain 
that in the 1-Ioliest there is no thought of sin at all, 
because it is the holiness of God's presence. It is 
a wonderful grace to be assured that in the place 
where all our sins were committed, they are com
pletely removed into the land of forgetfulness ; 
but then you are in the place where th�y occurred. 
But when you enter the Holiest of all there is no 
sin there; it is the contrast-the holiness of God's 
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presence. You get the idea where the apostle 
says, "Righteousness unto holiness." Now many 
are justified by faith, but they do not know en
trance into the Hol1est. We have sung, " His 
presence is our home." There is not a shade 
there, not a spot. You can never understand the 
Holiest until you are in it. 

I now turn to the scripture I read, to shew 
you that we have the right to enter the Holiest; 
this you get in verse 19, "Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus." Christ is there, and we have 
now the antitype of Leviticus xvi.; the High 
Priest has gone in, and we are His companions 
who share with H in1 in that place. I shall prove 
this, and shew you that it is our right. 

The first thing in the opening of this chapter 
is that "The worshippers once purged," shall have 
"no more conscience of sins ;" it does not say 
"consciousness," but "conscience ;" nothing can 
be stronger. In Hebrews i. we read, "When he 
had by himself purged sins, sat down ;" here 
(chap. x.) it is definitely in connection with His 

xaltation. Verse I I : "Every priest standeth 
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins ; 
but this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins, for ever'' [ or "continually"] "sat down 
on the right hand of God ; from henceforth ex-
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pecting'' [or" waiting "]" till his enemies be made 
his footstool." (See Psalm ex. to which I had 
referred.) The fact of His sitting down there 
proved that all was done ; " There is no more 
offering for sin." I dare say some will say, We 
commit sins: I will come to that presently. 
But there are two things whkh it is necessary to 
see. First, that it is God whom you have 
offended; and secondly, that it is God Himself 
who has reconciled you to Himself. God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself; 
He has effected the reconciliation. I refer 
to this passage to prove that His sitting down 
is proof positive that sins are gone. I do 
not want to occupy you with sins. I know some 
quote Revelation i. and Revelation v.; but in 
those scriptures the reference is to the earth, and 
not to the Holiest. You may ask, Do you object 
to the recalling that sins have been put away? 
I say that if you are in the place where the sins 
have been put away, as in the millennial day, 
then there will be a continual recalling of the 
fact ; but you have a right to enter the Holiest, 
where there could uot be a sin, and this is of the 
deepest importance. I believe (I speak ad
visedly), that if you do not understand the 
wonderful place of nearness into which you are 
brought, even that you have the right of entrance 
f nto the Holiest, you will never understand the 
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blessings which are peculiar to a Christian. If 
I look at the Corinthians or the Galatians, where 
did their failure begin? They were not dead to 
sin. I believe no one advances till he has learned 
to be dead to sin. But this is not my subject now. 

It is wonderful grace that in the place 
where we are, sins are carried into the land of 
forgetfulness ; but we have the right of entrance 
into the Holiest ; the difference is, one is nega
tive, and the other positive : one is that sins are 
gone; but the other is that you enter the 
sphere of holiness where there never was a spot : 
you draw near with your heart purged from an 
evil conscience and your body washed with pure 
water. You may say, Do we not get soiled? I 
am coming to that presently. As I said before, 
you must see two things-that man has offended 
God, and God Himself has removed the offence : 
it ha:s been, for every believer, removed from 
I-Iis eye for ever, in the sacrifice of His own Son: 
u That he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in J esu�.''

Take the history of a soul. Many a convert 
has got relief in his conscience from his sins, 
because of faith in the blood of Jesus Christ ; 
that is, he does not see further than Romans iii., 
he has faith in the work of Christ, but he 
has not come in faith to Christ. He is like the 
woman who touched the hem of Christ's gar-
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ment ; assured of His work, but not yet ac
quainted with Himself. 

Turn now to the end of Romans iv. ; there we 
read that He "was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised for our justification." I be
lieve Romans iii. answers to Exodus xii., and 
Romans iv. answers to Exodus xiv.-the Red 
Sea; you not only know that you have shelter, 
because God sees the blood, which is true, but 
you believe that God has raised Christ from the 
dead. This is a wonderful moment for the soul. 
You see a man out of death-God raised Him 
from the dead. "If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved." The first eleven 
verses of Romans v. describe your state ; I do 
not say your standing, justification is your 
standing; those eleven verses unfold the terms 
on which God is with you. The prodigal son 
could say, when his father kissed him, I now 
know something of my father's feelings towards 
me. "Being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; by 
whom also we have access by faith into this 
favour wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God ;" the conclusion is (ver. I I), 
" We boast in God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have received" [not "the 
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atonement,'' but] "the reconciliation ;" that is, 
you are brought to God on the terms which He 
Himself has effected. You have not to make 
terms with your Father, but He has made 
terms with the believer in Jesus, and it is on 
His own terms you meet Him, on the terms of 
affection and intercourse which He has effected 
for you through Christ. We were estranged from 
God, He has reconciled us unto Himself; we 
created the distance, and God has removed it 
He was the first relieved. 

I now turn to Romans viii., though I cannot 
go into it fully. Here I may remark that the 
Holy Ghost coming down from a glorified 
Christ to dwell in the believer is another bless
ing peculiar to a Christian. No saints of whom 
we read in scripture will be equally favoured. 
They will have the Holy Ghost on them, but not 
in them ; the distinction is an important one. 
Hence when Peter quotes Joel to shew that the 
Holy Ghost will be poured out on all flesh, he 
adds the present blessing, " Therefore being by 
the right hand of God exalted, and having re
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now 
see and hear." The Holy Ghost was to remain 
"with them" and to be "in them" according to 
John xiv. We read in Romans viii., "There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which 
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are in Christ Jesus," and then (ver. 2), "For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death." 
You are justified, and you know the terms on 
which God can meet you. Thank God ! that 
we saw in chapter v. But here it is the blessed 
state in which you are before Him in Christ, the 
Spirit is in you, and you have liberty: "For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in 
the likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, con
demned sin in the flesh ;," that is, sin has been 
condemned, not only is there no more remem
brance of sins, but sin has been condemned. At 
the '"'tlose of Hebrews ix. we read, He hath 
appeared to "put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself;" and, He" was once offered to bear the 
sins of many." 

I trust you apprehend this twofold state ; 
that you are justified, and that sin has been 
condemned in the cross of Christ. Still, the 
entrance into the Holiest is not yet; you are 
ready for it. It has been well said, Romans rather 
describes Exodus, that is, escape, deliverance, 
redemption; and Hebrews describes Leviticus, 
which is APPROACH. This is most important, 
because I think many are satisfied with the 
knowledge of justification who do not know 
approach. The blessed God looks for approach 
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We see in the case of the ten lepers (Luke xvii.) 
they were all cleansed, and nine went to ritualism 
according to Leviticus xiv., to work up to ap
proach; only one came directly to the Lord 
( I believe he is a sample for us), "and fell 
down on his face at his feet; giving him thanks.'' 
This was approach. 

I now turn to Hebrews, to present the way we 
approach. We are through grace Christ's com
panions. He is not ashamed to call us brethren. 
He has gone within the veil, a priest after the 
order of Melchisedec. There is a remarkable 
difference between the present and the millennial 
day. In the latter the high priest comes out 
and blesses the people. Hence in Christendom 
a clergyman cannot pronounce the blessing 
until he is priested, on the ground that a 
priest only could pronounce the blessing. It 
is all a mistake ; the High Priest has not come 
out yet. The blood was carried in, that the 
high priest might come out and bless the 
people. It is quite true Christ has gone in, 
but He has not come out yet. We know Christ 
will bless the people when He comes out; but 
now we are to know Him where He is within 
the veil. In Hebrews you do not get beyond 
the right of entrance into the Holiest; you do not 

get to Ephesian ground. 
Now in Hebrews ii. I I we read : " He that 
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sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of 
one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." In chapter iii. we read we 
are His house-" Whose house are we.'' We are 
the consecrated company; I refer to Leviticus 
viii.-the consecration of Aaron's sons. We, as 
Christ's house, are identified with Him. Aaron 
and his sons went in, in a common fragrance ; 
they were filled with what he was, it was a 
common filling ; and that was the consecration. 
People speak of consecration as what they give 
the Lord. The consecration, or the filling of 
the hands, is from the Lord. We are His 
" companions ·" we arc '' all of one ·" we are 

' ' 

His "brethren." As in John xii., "Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit ;" that is, many grains; we are al
together a new order. We are not of the stock 
of Israel, but of quite a new one. May the 
youngest in this room ponder it for himself 
or herself. We are justified ; "Our old man is 
crucified with Christ ;" we are His companions 
in the fragrance of Himself; but more, we are 
of His own order. 

The Lord give you to understand that you 
are of this consecrated company, that is, that 
you are of His house. And the consecration 
took place (which is important to bear in mind) 



(2 CHRISTIAN BLESSINGS. 

after all the offerings, which typified Christ's 
work, were offered ; then fallowed the consecra
tion ; and as the consecrated ones, they accom
panied the high priest into the holy places. 
If the veil ,vere removed, they would have 
the right of entrance into the Holiest. 

Now I pass on to chapter x., ,vhich I read, 
and here I find in verse 19 : " Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the Holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh, and having a great 
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near!' 
It does not speak as it does in Ephesians of 
what occurs there; all you get here is the right 
to go in. There is not a shade of sin there. I 
press on you earnestly, that if you are dwelling on 
the great fact that your sins are gone, which 
is true and most blessed, you are connected 
with the earth where they were committed ; 
hence many Christians refer to their sins being 
gone, in order to revive the assurance of the 
grace; but they have not left the earth, they 
have not boldness to enter the Holiest. 

Our hymns suit souls in a variety of state, 
and to choose one is a test often of your 
spirituality. It is plain to any one who con
siders it, that if your place is on the earth, 
you will speak of sins being removed ; but if 
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y•::>U are in the Holiest, you will be occupied 
with the order of things there. 

First, you must apprehend God's grace in its 
fulness, and then we may consider for a little the 
objection, " But when we fail, we lose it.'' 
Certainly, when we fail we lose the enjoyment 
of it ; but first be assured of enjoying it, before 
you speak of losing it. Do you know that you 
have the right to enter into the Holiest, where 
there is no spot, and all through the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to the infinite satisfaction 
and glory of the blessed God? Now, you say, I 
may lose the sense of it: that I do not at all deny; 
but I say, first you must have it. God does not 
send angels to teach us ; He sends teachers who 
are just as feeble and just as liable to fall as any
body else ; and therefore it is only by the grace 
of God that one is kept or restored. 

Now I turn for a moment to speak of failure. 
You have lost your true place ; you find that 
practically you are not \\·alking in the Spirit. 
What is to be done? Well, beloved friends, 
the first thing I must press is, that if you 
fail and do not judge yourself-discern your
self is the more correct expression-you will 
be judged of the Lord; you are chastened 
of the Lord that you should not be condemned 
with the world. "For this cause many are 

weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." 
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It is important to bear in mind that God hrut 
judged your flesh in the cross, and He never 
revives it ; but when we revive it and do not 
discern it before Him, He chastens us: that 
is discipline. There are two classes of dis
cipline: one is to correct you when you are 
wrong, and the other is to help you when 
you are doing rightly. When any sin is on 
your conscience, confess it. "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
And I believe if you are truly exercised, you 
will have the sense by the Spirit of God, that 
Christ bore the judgment of God for that gratifi
cation of the flesh to which you have yielded, 
according to the type of the ashes in the running 
water in Numbers. xix. This is true exercise, 
and you are cleansed; you are brought back, or 
restored, to the place you lost. The Advocate is 
with the Father ; He restores to communion. If 
any one has enjoyed being in the Holiest where 
there is not a spot, and has lost it, when you are 
restored you are restored to what was lost, and 
not to anything less. The priests were conse
crated only once. You are not newly conse
crated, you return to your consecration ; you come 
back to what you are ; but not without exercise. 

There is one point more I would like to say 

a word on. It is as to losing communion; I 
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think sometimes we are not sensitive enough 
about it ; and it is connected with the Holiest 
It is a remark of much value, that Peter's con
science was relieved in John xx., but his heart 

was not until chapter xxi. Many Christians 
walk with a clear conscience, who have not yet 
known intimacy with Christ. If you are not 
acquainted with Him, you cannot be conscious 
of a break in it You may be like Peter, 
with your conscience relieved, and happy affec
tions restored ; but the root of the failure not 
touched, as in John xxi., when the Lord said 
to him, " Lovest thou me more than these ? " 
The root of his failure was, that he was seeking 
to be prominent above all the disciples for loving 
the Lord. The very quality for which you 
think you are creditable is the one in which 
you w.ill fail most, and then you will be 
humbled ; here the washing of the feet applies. 
As has been said, and very truly, advocacy is 
always going on ; but when your feet are washed 
you are conscious of it. 

I have said this to shew you how you are re
stored to communion, but the great point I had 
before me is, the holiness of the place to which 
we are brought-the Holiest. 

Oh what a great thing if every one in this 
room had that sense; not only, I am on this 
earth where all my sins are gone into the land uf 
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forgetfulness, but I have got to a n'ftw place 
where there is no sin at all : and what occupies 
me there is the wonderful perfection of the 
blessed Lord, by faith and in spirit in associa
tion with Himself, where there is no shade of 
sin, no question of sin, but of holiness, where 
everything is in keeping with God's mind ! We 
do not go in alone, we have "a great Priest

,
, 

over the house of God. 
I have no doubt at all that if you once had 

the sense that it was not a question of sin being 
gone, but of your being brought into a scene of 
unclouded light, where all is according to God
the Holiest, where the cherubim of glory rested 
on the mercy-seat, of which the antitype is 
Christ in glory, your heart would be more and 
more set on enjoying this great blessing. 

The Lord lead each of you to apprehend the 

great portion of every believer. May you say, I 
know the desire of my Father's heart for me, 
and I look to Him that I may be up to His 
desire. Is there one in this room who would 
not say, I should like to be up to His desire? 

-not only to receive the Father's kiss, but to
share in the joys of the Father's house-blessed
be His name !-in heart assured that we have
"boldness to enter into the Holiest by the blood

of Jesus, by a new and living way which he

hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that
is to say, his flesh."
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No. 2.

THE INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

THE NEW ST A TE. 

I CORINTHIANS II. I I.

THE subject I have already commenced and 
desire to continue 1s-" The blessings pecuJiar to 
the Christian." We find that these blessings 
date from the time when the Lord had gone 
a\vay, and was exalted to God's right hand ; then 
blessings of a new character were vouchsafed to 
His own on this earth, where He had been re
jected. On the former evening I was dwelling 
on the difference between being assured that our 
sins, where they were committed, have been 
carried into the land of forgetfulness-a very 
great thing to know, and that we also have the 
right of entrance into the Holiest. "!laving there
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into the Holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh." 

This evening I desire to bring before you the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 

C 
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As I mentioned the last evening, these bless
ings are so interwoven that it is not possible to 
put them in succession, still we have to learn 

them. Now we have received the Spirit of God, 
and nothing can be plainer than the verse I have 

read. " What man knoweth the things of a 
man, save the spirit of man which is in him? 
Even so knoweth no man the things of God, 
but the Spirit of God." This is very definite. 
Now I desire to trace the Spirit's work. 

I begin with the fact that the Holy Ghost 
came down when Christ was glorified, as we read 
in John xiv., to remain "with you," and to be" in 
you." No other company except the church 
will be favoured in the same way. Peter in 
Acts ii. quotes Joel's prophecy in order to prove 
that the Holy Ghost would be poured out upon 

all flesh ; and then he makes an addition, that 
Christ being exalted to God's right hand, and 
"having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which 
ye now see and hear.'' That is an addition 
to Joel's prophecy, and is the blessing peculiar 
to Christians; as Paul in Ephesians i. writes," In 
whom after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise.'' I believe this is 
the first sense you have of a link with Christ 

personally. 
I must refer to several scriptures, and I trust 
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you will be able to take a note of them. The 
work of the Spirit is divided into two parts in 
John's Gospel, and I think it is a great help to 
see this ; the Holy Ghost is given for your 
benefit, and also for Christ's service. Now there 
is a danger of confounding these. Turn to John 
iv. 14, " Whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst ; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well " [ or
rather, "a fountain"] "of water springing up into
everlasting life." Plainly this is in yourself. It
is entirely new, and a contrast to John ii., where
the wine \Vas out, while this marvellous gift is to
be in you. There is a new power in you, and
that power the Spirit of God. You could not
know the things of God unless by the Spirit of
God. Everything you know of God, you know
by the Spirit of God ; and you never lose that
knowledge. You may lose something you had
heard, or a conception of your own mind, but
you will never lose anything the Spirit of God
has imparted ; it is yours ; and that is properly
your true state. You start with this fact-that
all the will of God for you has been finished by
Christ ; you do not know it all, but it is all done.
The Spirit of God gives you conscious knowledge
of His work, and all you learn by the Spirit of God
remains. If you are under a cloud, you lose
your enjoyment of this grace, but when the
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cloud is gone, you are sure to come back to 
where you were. If a babe in Christ falls and is 
restored, he is restored to a babe. If a father in 
Christ falls, he is restored to a father. The 
Spirit's work remains ; it is not of the flesh, 
hence it is your true state. 

For the first part of the Spirit's ,vork, I turn 
to Romans v. 1- I I. I believe the first great 
thing that a believer learns by the Spirit of God 
is-the terms on which God can be with him. 
You have offended against God. The mistake 
often is, that souls are not set on ascertaining ho\v 
God whom they have offended, stands towards 
them. Their conscience, or how they can be 
relieved, is before them. Now the first I I verses 
of Romans v. set forth how God is towards you ; 
that is, if I may use a familiar phrase, the terms 
of affection on which He is, so that "We joy" 
[ or " boast "] " in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the 
reconciliation." The prodigal son could say, I 
never expected that my father would be on such 
loving terms with me. I was trying to be on 
terms with him, but I find he is on terms with 
me. The Spirit leads you into the joy of this 
great acceptance. 

I must add to this Romans viii. It is the 
saying of another, that as chapter v. 1-1 I sets 
forth how God meets you, so chapter viii. sets 
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forth how you are in Christ before Him. The 
Spirit effects it. Verse 2 : "The law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free 
from the law of sin and death." If you would 
understand the greatness of the gift in John iv. 
14, you must study Romans viii. You will find 
there four parts of the work of the Spirit. First, 
" If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live." Marvellous grace! 
The second is the greatness of your relationship, 
"As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God." The third is, though you 
are in a groaning creation, you are "Waiting for 
the adoption, the redemption of the body." And 
the fourth, "We know not what we should pray 
for as we ought," but you have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in you; He is your friend, so acquainted 
with your concerns that" He maketh intercession 
for the saints according to God." 

I trust I have given you some idea of the 
first work of the Spirit. I merely add that if 
you do not know this work you will not advance 
to any other. The Corinthians and the Galatians 
failed here; they were not dead to sin ; though 
they had the Spirit, they did not know His first 
work (as detailed in Romans v. and viii.) It is 
most blessed that the Spirit of God first settles 
questions about yourself, for you have not rest 
of heart until they are settled; hence many are 
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looking for holiness by faith, or perfectionism, 
simply because they are not in the power of the 
Spirit. When you walk in the Spirit you are 
superior to the flesh. 

For the next work, I turn to John vii. 37-39,

" In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for the Holy 
Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus 
was not yet glorified." I know it is often 
thought that this refers to serving others ; 
but I think the meaning is that your blessing is 
so full that it overflows. On the last day of the 
feast of tabernacles, as they were celebrating 
how God had made the earth to minister to 
them, the Lord challenges them, when He said, 
"If any man thirst let him come unto me and 
drink." I can do infinitely better for him. 
The state of those here is a contrast to chapter 
iv. ; there we see a woman in the most deplorable
condition, and the grace of God will set her up
in a most blessed way. Here man is surrounded
with every earthly blessing, and the Lord says,
I can do more for you. "Out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living \vater." You may
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say, What is it? It is the Spirit making 
known to us the resources which are in Christ 
personally. "I sat down under his shado\v 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet 
to my taste." I believe the fatted calf is 
a figure of it. It is individually known. The 
man in John ix. had it when he said, " Lord, I 
believe, and he worshipped Him.'' 

The next work of the Spirit I find in Hebrews. 
It is this, if you have learnt something of the 
resources which are in Christ, you are soon 
aware that He who is so much to you is not 
here. I hope to go into this blessed subject 
fully another tiine, if the Lord permit me. I 
refer to the priesthood of Christ: He can 
sympathise with you in the greatest weakness, 
because of sorrow and pressure here, and He 
also would maintain you in the brightest spot in 
the presence of God. The effect is, that you are 
drawn away from earth to a Person who is not 
here ; you are attached to Christ in another 
place-hence I consider it a distinct progress 
in the Spirit's work. I am pointing out, as 
far as I see, the order in which the Spirit of 
God works in the believer. 

There is one thing of deep importance, 
I cannot fully explain ; it is, that every 
Christian in his behaviour, in his body, dis 
closes the measure of the Spirit's work in him. 
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I will give you three exa1nples. The first is 
in Romans xii., " That ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice. . . . . Be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the re
newing of your mind." Surely that is your 
body, your personal appearance? I do not 
mean merely dress ; I mean your whole bear
ing. The second is, not merely that you are 
not conformed to this world, but that you 
are transformed into the same image (2 Cor. 
iii. I 8). This is a great advance. And again, 
running the race set before us, looking out unto 
Jesus, encountering every obstacle on the way, 
is still more. (Heb. xii.) Your personal way and 
course indicate the measure of the Spirit's power 
1n you.. 

The next work of the Spirit is to lead you 
to be here for Christ. He was here for you ; 
the Spirit first makes this kno1w·n to you, 
then He leads you to be here for Him. The 
Lord in John xiii. and xiv., knowing that He 
came from God and went to God, prepares 
His disciples to be here for Him in His absence. 
It is in the assembly you learn your calling 
and duty: you are to have part with Him 
outside and above everything here. He has 
gone to the Father. He is supreme, and as 
you are led by the Spirit, you please Him 
in your service. To this end the Spirit of 
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God was to bring all things to their remem
brance whatsoever He had said to the1n. There 
were two periods in the Lord's life on earth; 
there were thirty years of private life, and three 
years of public life. It is to the three years of 
public life the Lord alludes here. You will find 
the importance of it. In the thirty years of His 
private life He set forth what a man was to the 
eye of God, so that at the close the Father 
announces," Thou art my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased." But in the three years of 
His ministry He was setting forth what the 
:Father was to man-quite different-and hence, 
at the close of this period, when on the holy 
mount, the voice came, "This is my beloved 
Son, hear him:" as you read in the gospel 
narrative. It is in the assembly that ,ve get 
our mission, as we learn from John xx., which is 
the assembly in pattern : "As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you." The work of 
the Spirit, in order to fit us for service, is 
enunciated in chapter xiv., and it is only as 
this work is known that you are qualified for 
service; you receive considerably for yourselves 
in order to be of use to others. 

The next work of the Spirit is in John xv. 
You have come out here to be as the branches 
of Christ ; you must abide in Him, and He in 
you. As far as I see, this is the knowledge of 
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Christ as Head, and, as deriving from Him, 
you bear much fruit. As you abide in Him 
and He in you, you set forth the blessedness of 
God's heart to man ; and this is true service. 

The next work I do not find easy to explain, 
because the less we know of a truth the less 
we can explain it. In John xv. 26 we come to 
another action of the Holy Ghost: "When the 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the .Father, he shall testify of 
me." I ask you to bear in mind the difference 
between the Spirit's work in chapter xiv. and 
His work in chapter xv. I am trying to shew 
you the great position in which you are set on 
the earth. In chapter xiv. you are prepared for 
service. But in chapter xv. you bear fruit, you 
are His branches, His servants. Here in 
chapter xv. 26 the Holy Ghost is sent from 
Christ in heaven for a special purpose: "He 
shall testify of me." It was not merely to 
testify for Me, it is to "testify of me." I 
cannot conceive anything greater than this
that the Holy Ghost should enable you to 
stand forth here in testimony of Christ in 
heaven, as well as to bear fruit. You are both 
a servant and a witness. I see many serving 
who are not witnessing. A witness testifies of 
a Man whom the world would not have-the 
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heavenly Man. Here doubtless we enter on 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, you must be a 
heavenly man before you can testify of Christ 
in heaven. No one else could do it. I cannot 
dwell on this ; but I trust you see that the 
Spirit leads you to testify of the heavenly 
Man on the earth. Though this will expose 
you to all the opposition of Satan, yet you will 
be personally, in the armour of God and in the 
power of His might, able to withstand all Satan's 
wiles; you will come out in a new character. 
As I have said, your manner of life al·ways 
indicates the measure in which the Spirit of 
God works in you. It is a solemn fact that 
if you are a ,vitness, that is descriptive of the 
heavenly Man, you cannot seek nor maintain a 
position in the world. The Spirit first demon
strates that the world is in sin, because 
they believe not on Christ ; of righteousness, 
because He has gone to the Father ; and finally 
of judgment, because the prince of this world is 
judged. 

I must add a little on John xvii. The 
Spirit, according to it, enables us to be here as 
belonging to the Father, kept by Him and 
learning of Him in such unity and sanctifica
tion that the world should believe that He had 
sent Christ; and eventually that the world 
should know, not only that Christ was sent, 
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but that we are loved by the Father as Christ 
is loved. The more we are led by the Spirit, the 
better we shall apprehend the great place to 
which we are called here during the absence of 
Christ. 

In conclusion I would call your attention very 
briefly to a subject very often ov.erlooked. It 
is, that as we suffer with Christ we shall reign 
with Him. I have already stated that your 
body indicates the measure of the Spirit's work 
in you, it characterises you. Everything you 
do, " The deeds done in the body," will affect 
your position with the Lord when He comes 
to reign. Hence the Spirit leads you to look 
for the coming of the Lord : "The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come.'' People speak of going 
to heaven; I would add-Are you waiting for 
His Son from heaven? Every believer without 
doubt will go to heaven ; but it is as you suffer, 
or endure with Him, that you shall reign with 
Him. The harder your life is here for Christ, 
the better will be your place with Christ in the 
kingdom. If you have an easy life here, you 
will have a very small place in the kingdom. 
And therefore if you are walking in the Spirit, 
He is sure to lead you ; it is not a question 
of how much you do, but how the Spirit leads 
you to be here for Christ-not so much what 
you do, but that you endure. 
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I think many, with very little ostentation, are 
well-pleasing unto the Lord, like a star which 
you see in a dark night : or like Mary sitting at 
His feet, hearing His word ; she was doing 
nothing apparently, while Martha was very busy; 

yet Mary had chosen the good part; she was 
seeking her Lord's mind. And if you are led 
by the Spirit, it will be with you as it was with 
Mary; when she did act, she quite surpassed 
Martha. In order to complete the subject of 
the leading of the Spirit, you must learn that He 
is conducting you here in view of the kingdom. 
James and John asked for the chief places ; the 
Lord answered, " It shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Father." I fear that 
there is too much indifference about the kingdom 
generally. Are you thinking that Chtist will 
reign here? In the epistles, I find the kingdom 
much referred to. Saints were thinking of the 
Lord coming to reign, to take His place here ; 
hence, "the day of the Lord," or the appear
ing o� the Lord, is kept prominently before 
them. 

I need not add more : I trust it may interest 
the youngest believer in this room, and be a 
stay and cheer to his heart to know that the 
Spirit of God has been given to him : " In whom, 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise." Most blessed l God's 
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greatest gift to us ! He could not give anything 
greater. 

Beloved friends, if the Lord has been pleased 
to bring this subject in any measure of interest 
before you, may I-le also grant that you may 
discover the wonderfu I nature of the blessedness 
into which you are brought, because sealed by 
the Spirit of God, for His name's sake. 
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No. 3. 

OUR PRIEST IS IN REA VEN. 

(HEB. VII. 11-17.) 

OUR subject this evening is-Our Priest is in 
heaven. I must press upon you, beloved friends, 
that you will not comprehend the subjects 
which I am bringing before you unless you 
realise that Christ has been rejected here, 
and that the Christian's blessings are con
sequent on His exaltation to God's right hand. 
In Matthew xxii. there is a quotation from 
Psalm ex. : "The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand." I want you to 
apprehend the gravity of this fact, that the 
Son of God has been rejected in the world, 
the scene where we are. The world was 
never so guilty, for God was never so fully 
revealed; and He was never so absolutely 
refused: "They have both seen and hated 
both me and my Father :'' "They have no 
cloke for their sin." If you do not apprehend 
the gravity of His rejection, you cannot take in, 
you cannot seize, the greatness of the blessings 
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which have come out from God, consequent on 
Christ's exaltation to His right hand. The 
mass of Christians think of Christ as He was 
on the earth, and they speak of Him as Jesus ; 
but Jesus is not on the earth; He once ,vas. 
The pious sometimes speak of Him as King; 
He is not yet King, He was ref used here. 

The subject this evening is, that our Priest is 
in heaven; and the greater the subject the more 
it is perverted in Christendom. It is not in
tentional, but the attempt to explain the word of 
God by the human mind has perverted it. The 
unfailing mark of a human interpretation of the 
word of God is, that God's side is omitted, 
the human mind cannot take it in. In Chris
tendom they have a priest or a minister be
tween them and God. The human mind has 
the word of God as to the fact that there is 
a priest for the Christian, but it has perverted it 
by placing the priest on man's side. Nothing 
can be a greater perversion than the attempt 
to set up a priest on the earth. Among the 
more enlightened Christians a clergyman cannot 
pronounce the blessing unless he is priested. 
'fheir priesthood is not of Christ, for if He 
were on earth, He would not be a Priest. You 
have a Priest ; but He is a Priest only in heaven ; 
this must be accepted. You may ask, Must I be 
in heaven to know my Priest ? You are not 
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looked at as in heaven in the book of Hebrews ; 
you are running to heaven, and your Priest 
is there and is not here. If you say, I do 
not understand it, you should be troubled at 
your state, that you are satisfied to be here 
without knowing Christ as your Priest. The 
first thing to see is that consequent on Christ's 
rejection, He is our Priest in heaven. Though 
apparently the sun had gone down at noon
day and there is no more hope, yet then God, 
in the boundlessness of His goodness, made 
known entire]y new blessings, as we read
" Blessed with all spiritual blessing." 

The first point is that your Priest is not 
here; He is in heaven. If you do not accept 
this, you will not understand nor enjoy the 
blessing connected with this truth. 

The Book of Hebrews opens in an important 
way-God, having spoken by the prophets, no,v 
speaks by the Son. It is divine. In chapter ii. 
we read : " As the children are partakers of flesh 

and blood, he also himself likewise took part 
of the same." And in connection with this 
I will turn to verses I I and I 2. " For both 
he that sanctifieth and they that are sanctified 

are all of one : for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will 
declare thy name unto my brethren, in the 
midst of the church will I sing praise unto 
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thee.'' Now you see that we are His brethren. 
We read in John xii.: "Except a corn of wheat fall 

into the ground and die it abideth alone ; but if 

it die it bringeth forth much fruit," or " many 
grains :" that is, a new order of man springs 
from Him. Adam was the earthly order. Christ 

is the heavenly order; hence, "Both he that 
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all 
of one ; for which cause he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren." The apostle is writing 

to Hebrews, who naturally would have said, 
Christ is of our stock: but No; we are His

brethren-" All of one." It is of immense 
blessing to apprehend this. Through grace 
you are brethren of Christ. Christ had no 
brethren before His death. True, we read of 
His brethren in the gospel; brethren ac
cording to the flesh. But He was alone ; a 
beautiful, peculiar, unique Man in the sight 
of God. He had no fellow until He rose ; when 
He died He re1noved that which was in the 
way, and now He is not ashamed to call us 

brethren ; we are really of Him. You must 
start in the assurance of this grace. The 
tendency of the Hebrews, from education and 
J ewis� feelings, was to settle down on the 
earth ; hence the great object of the book is 

so to attract them to the Lord where He is, 

that they might be drawn away from the 
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earth. I do not believe any one is drawn 
away from the earth unless he is attracted 
by a Person who is not here. It is plain 
that if your heart is taken up with a person 
who has gone to another place, you are drawn 
away from the place where you are to where he 
is. " Love enchants the spot where the loved 
one dwells." Christ has gone away, but you are 

.His brethren ; He is not ashamed to call us 
brethren-" he that is born of God cannot sin." 
I believe you get immense comfort from the 
fact that you are His brethren. In chapter iii., 
we read" Holy brethren." Turn now to chapter 
iii. 6: "But Christ as Son over his house''
-that is, God's house-" whose house are we if
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing
of the hope firm unto the end." It is not only
that we are His brethren, but we are His house,
made partakers of Christ (ver. 14): "partakers ''
is the same word as " fellows "-really com
panions. We are His house, "if we hold fast
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end ;'' that is, if you do not deviate
from your true place.

Turn now to the end of chapter iv. that you 
may apprehend the great blessing of a Priest in 
heaven. The Hebrews had not turned back, but 
they were in danger of being like their fore
fathers ; not going to heaven, just as their 
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forefathers had refused to go up to the land 
on the plea that they were not able to do so. 
Caleb tried to still the people in his day, and 
said, "If the Lord delight in us, then he will 
bring us into this land.'' Hence, in chapter iv. 
we read, " Let us labour therefore to enter into 
that rest, lest any man fall after the same 
example of unbelief.'' The "rest" was really 
the rest of God. Now come out two great 
helps. The word of God is one, and Christ 
the Priest in heaven is the other. Of the latter 
we read : " Seeing then that \\'e have a great high 
priest, that is passed through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in time 9f need." Now 
bear in mind that you are His brethren and 
His house-His companions. In Leviticus xvi. 
we read, Aaron offered a bullock for himself and 
his house. So far the type has been fulfilled ; 
the remainder, as to the congregation, has not 
been fulfilled as yet, because the Priest has not 

come out to bless the people. (See chap. ix. 23.) 
The subject is your infirmities, not your sins ; 

weakness from any cause; the pressure of circum-
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stances, or illness, or, the greatest of all, 
bereavement: still it is pressure ; you are weak, 
and ready to droop under it. As I have said, 
there are two helps. First, the word of God 
exposes where you are, reveals your motives, 
whether you are making your weakness an ex
cuse not to go on-engrossed with the pressure 
instead of with the rest of God. You are very ill, 
or sorrowful, or bereaved, or greatly oppressed by 
circumstances ; now the Word discloses all : "All 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.'' Then follows 
in verse 14: '' Seeing then that we have a great 
high priest,"-mark the language-" that is 
passed through the heavens "-as Aaron passed 
through the holy places-" Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." 
Do not give up. Our Priest in heaven sym
pathises with us. He is outside of everything 
here, He has gone through every pressure. His 
sympathy is not the same kind of help that you 
read of in the Psalms, when God made a way 
in the sea, and the like, by His mighty hand; 
but here it is that you have a Person, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, you are brethren to Him, you are 
His house, and He was in the circumstances 
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that we are in, and He knows what they are, 
and He sympathises with us in them ; He bears 
us company in the pressure. Take the case of 
a person in bereavement: no pressure-severe 
illness or great pain-is equal to the agony of be
reavement, there can be no alleviation of the 
blank, for no one can repair the blank but the one 
who has caused it. Now the marvellous grace is, 
though it be little understood, that the Lord 
uses the blank as the opportunity for making 
Himself known in the tenderest way. As you 
see with Mary, in John xi., He walked with her, 
and impressed her with the assurance, as He 
wept beside her, that if she had lost a brother 
she had found " a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother" in Himself, that she had really gained. 
You may think it impossible ; but the Lord 
is so much to you that you are borne up and 
drawn to Him. The word " support" will not 
fully express it, I-Ie who is made higher than 
the heavens bears you company. 

The sense of His nearness as One above it all, 
but having passed through it, endears Him to 
you in a peculiar way. [t is not that He re
moves the pressure, but He so supports you that 
you are so raised above it by His sympathy that 
instead of drooping under the pressure, you come 
boldly to the throne of grace. But I would 
press on you, and I trust the Lord will lead you 
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to apprehend, that whatever the pressure is, the 
Lord would come to you and be such a solace 
and support to you, that He would be more en
deared to you than ever before. When He re
lieves you, things are easier for you here, but 
when He bears you above the pressure, you \vill 
never forget it ; He Himself becomes indispen
sable to you. This in a measure I dare say 
Ruth found in Naomi-a solace to her in the 
hour of her sorrow. The Lord can come close 
beside us in our sorrow, and share with us in it, 
and so lift us above the pressure to the height 
of Himself. May we all better understand 
His sympathy. Every one can speak of a 
mercy. But can you speak of being lifted above 
the pressure in company with the Lord who 
sympc1:thises with you ? You must bear in mind 
that the great object of the book of Hebrews is 
to make the Lord, who is not here, so dear to 
your heart that you will be dra\\rn away from 
this place to Him, ,vho has so endeared Himself 
to you that He is indispensable. 

I turn now to chapter x., verses I 9-22 :

" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh ; and 
having an high priest over the house of God ; 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assur-
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ance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water." The High Priest in chapter iv. 
comes down to your lowest point, under the 
deepest pressure, "In all points tempted like as 
we are,'' so that He is able to sympathise with 
you, to bind you to Himself. Now you are in 
company with Him, you are of His house. In 
the type, Aaron offered a bullock for himself and 
his house. We are, through grace, the conse
crated company, and all can enter in a common 
fragrance into the Holiest where Himself is. In 
the Holiest there was the golden box, the ark of 
the covenant, and the cherubim of glory over
shadowing the mercy seat. If I \\:ere speaking 
to a Gentile, I should speak of the Lord's glory, 
of which the Holiest was a type. Now you can 
draw near and be maintained by our great Priest 
in the brightest spot. You have the right to 
enter into the Holiest in company with Himself. 

In the close of chapter x. you have the effect 
on you when your heart is drawn to a Person who 
is not here, but is in another place. You will 
long to get to the place where He is ; as the 
Lord is endeared to you, so is the place \\·here 
He is. Hence the Lord said to His disciples, 
"Whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.'' 
The Lord counted on their knowing. Is your 
heart attracted to the Lord? Where is He? 
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In heaven. Then are you going on to heaven? 
Or are you trying to be comfortable on the earth, 
the place where He is not ? Then be assured that 
you are not much drawn to Him. At the same 
time I quite admit a certain amount of com
fort is necessary. I think a person is dis
tracted when he is uncomfortable ; but that is 
a different thing; the point is, Who is para
mount with you? "Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also." Where is He? 
You can say, He is my Saviour. Yes, but I 
want you to be able to say, He is the One that 
meets me in the lowest condition in which I can 
be found ; in my weakest moment He comes to 
me, when no other hand or heart could come 
near me, and assures me of the interest He takes 
in me, and so draws me to Himself that J am 
lifted out of it to have company with Himself. 
And I do not believe He lifts you out of it for 
anything else but to have company with Him
self. If you know Christ in His priestly service, 
you are so drawn to Him that you can say," We 
are not of them that draw back unto perdition; 
but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul." And then you are set on leaving this 
place for the place where Christ is. It is not 
dying, it is simply as with Israel, they had to 
journey through the wilderness in order to 
possess the land, and through faith in God they 
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could surmount every difficulty; so you are in 

faith to surmount every difficulty until you are 
with Christ where He is. Hence you read in 
chapter xii. 1, "Wherefore, seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us, look
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
faith ; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God." It is a simple question, Are you set for 
Christ where He is? Would to God I had been 
more set for it! I should have had a happier 
course ; one is very easily turned aside by 
something here; but if your heart is really 
fixed on Him, then nothing could divert you. I 
may illustrate my meaning by a dog's fidelity in 
following its master ; all the wit of your head 
would not divert the dog from following ; you 
might beat it, or tempt it, but nothing would 
induce it to swerve. The right idea of following 
we get in the words of Ruth, "Whither thou 
goest, I will go." 

Now you will encounter difficulties ; and you 
cannot surmount difficulties but by faith, and 
therefore you are looking off unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of faith ; He has gone the 
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road, and you are His brethren through divine 
grace, and He gives you of His grace, and you 
are looking out to where He is ; you are run
ning to Him. You have to lay aside every 
weight and the sin which does so easily beset 
you, because you are set for Him in another 
place; you have to contend with difficulties, 
and therefore you need patience; that is you 
endure, you do not give in ; for when your 
heart is truly drawn to Him, nothing will suit 
you nor satisfy you but Himself where He is. 

In chapter xii. the importance of. discipline is 
described. As I understand, the discipline here 
is not for failure, but to help you, even that you 
might be partakers of His holiness. Stephen's 
suffering in testimony, God turns to good 
account for him, even to remove everything 
which would separate him from the Lord. As 
we read in 2 Corinthians iv., " We who live are 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake." 
There is a very great difference between disci

pline to help you and discipline to correct you. 
Jacob at Shechem was disciplined to correct him, 

he suffers greatly from the Shechemites. But he 
goes to Bethel-a very bright day-Rebekah's 
nurse dies, and the place is Allon-bachuth, the 

oak of weeping. This was discipline to help 

him ; to clear away every thing unsuited to his 

bright position. 
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I turn for a little to chapter xii. I 8, "Ye are 

not come unto the mount that might be touched,'' 
&c. You are not come to God in that way ; 
you now have the right of entrance into His 
presence. Verses 22-24: "But ye are come 
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumer
able company of angels, to the general assem
bly, and to the church of the firstborn which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel." It begins at the chief 
place on the earth, mount Sion ; there ,vill be 
a day when God will rule in mount Sion : "The 
LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of 
Sion." AND unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem (the word "and" distin
guishes one part from another), and to the in
numerable company of angels, the general 
assembly, and then to the highest thing of all, 
the church of the firstborn, whose names are 
registered in heaven. The church of the first
born would be understood by the Jews better 
than by us, because the Levites were taken in 
place of the first-born of Israel. Then you 
descend until you come to the great fact here
" The blood of sprinkling, which speaketh bet-
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ter things than that of Abel." I trust you 
see the greatness of your position. You are 
racing on to Christ in heaven, you have been 
dra\vn away from many an association here, 
interesting to man naturally, but you have come 
to something infinitely greater. Not only are 
you, once sinners, brought to God, but you have 
come to an immense range of present blessings. 

In conclusion, one word on chapter xiii. 
Here your true appearance on the earth is 
described in the simplest way. The first 
is, " Let brotherly love continue." You may 
think that is easy, but you will find this requires 
most grace; you can love saints who are going 
on well, but when they are in error and wilful, 
then we find how little we love them. Next, 

"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers;'' hospi

tality to Christians, I suppose. And then, 
"Remember them that are in bonds as bound 
with them ;" then the domestic circle, '' Marriage 
is honourable in all." Then comes a very im
portant mark, which often a Christian lacks, and 
we all know how ready we are to fail as to it: 

"Be content with such things as ye have." Who 
is content with such things as he has? A man 

in the world is nobody if he is not set on acquir
ing. "Let your conversation be without covet
ousness, and be content with such things as ye 
have ; for he hath said, I will never leave thee 
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nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me." If you suffer fr om the 
pressure of circumstances, the Lord is your 
helper. A man might be in want for the Lord's 

sake, though few are up to that ; yet if a 
man like Paul or John suffer for the Lord, be 
assured that they do not lose by it, they receive 
"manifold more," because of the Lord's nearness 
to them. There is an universality about a 
Person that no com bi nation of circumstances 
can equal. In the garden of Eden it was th£ngs 

which were given ; now it is a Person. And 
little as I know of it, I know this, that Christ 
can make up for the loss of everything ; hence 
you are inside the veil on christian ground, and 
you are outside the camp bearing Christ's re
proach, unknown here. By Him you "offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually." "But to 
do good, and to communicate, forget not, for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased "-prais
ing God and doing good. 

I need not add more, but I trust each heart 
here may be more drawn to the Lord where He 

is, and thus more drawn from the earth where 
He is not, for His name's sake. 
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No. 4 

HEAVEN IS OUR PLACE. 

PHILIPPIANS III. 20. 

THE word "conversation') in this verse is more 
correctly '' citizenship ;" our polity, our citizen
ship, is in heaven. If you simply accept the 
fact that you are a citizen of another country, 
then you are not a citizen of this country. 
Nothing can be more definite than that if you 
belong to another country, you do not belong 
to this one. This is the great point. I will go 
through the subject in order, but the first thing 
to accept is, that. the earth is not our place, but 
that heaven is our place. You may say we are 
not in heaven yet ; still, it is our country, and 
therefore this is not our country. I quite admit 
we are subjects here, but subjects and citizens 
are quite different; we are subjects, but we are 
not citizens; we are bound to obey the powers 
that be, but o�r citizenship is in heaven. I 
believe it is of immense importance to apprc 
hend the fact, and I do not think any one 

E 
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can form a just idea of the alteration it 
would effect in him. Practically there is 
nothing that a man abhors more than to be 
disrlaced from the earth. The earth suits the 
natural man. 

Now, firstly, the earth could not be your 
place, because Christ was rejected here, and 
He has been called to the right hand of God. 
" The light of the world '' has gone away, and 
if you seek the light you will find that it is 
in another place, and that you cannot find it 
he.re. 

The subject I am pressing is, that your 
b1essings do not come from the earth. It is 
true that immense blessing has been effected 
for you here. Christ died for you here; but 
if you look for the blessings peculiarly christian, 
they do not come from this place, but from Him 
who is exalted to God's right hand. And hence 
there are many Christians, who, though true and 
devoted, do not enjoy the blessings peculiarly 
their own. They do not seek them where they 
are, and they cannot find them anywhere else. 
They come from heaven. I remember the 
immense effect it had on me when I first 
heard the truth that heaven was my place 
and not the earth. I press, then, on you, 
that the earth could not be your place, because 
Christ has been rejected fro1n it; and I think 
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any heart true to the Lord would say, I thank 
God that the place where Christ was ref used is 
not my place, and that the place where He 
is accepted is my place. I do not say that 
you are in heaven, but, as I was shewing you 
the last evening, if your heart is drawn to Christ 
in the place where He is, the effect is, you 
are running to that place : heaven is the hope 
of the gospel. 

I turn next to our Lord's words in John xiv. : 
"I go to prepare a place for you." Some 
commentators think He is now preparing it. 
No ; your place was prepared when He went 
there. This is a corroboration of what I h�ve 
said, that the earth could · not be your place, 
seeing that there is a place prepared for you 
in the Father's house. When you realise that 
you have a place in heaven, it has the effect, 
though you never were there, of drawing you to 
the Lord who has gone to that place ; and if 
your hearts were true to Him, no other place 
could fully please you. The Lord counts on 
this when He says: "Whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know." Can we all say we 
know the way? Like Thomas, we have to say 
at first : " We know not whither thou goest, and 
how can we know the way?" If your heart is 
simply fixed on Christ, you will soon find the 
way. Surely deep affection would soon find 
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out whf!re He is. This was the distress of 
Mary Magdalene : "They have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him." The Lord then tells where He 
would be. Evidently it is one of th� rewards 
connected with service: "If any man serve 
me, let him follow me ; and where I am,

there shall also my servant be." And ordi
narily, if an affectionate w1fe knew her husband 
had gone to Australia, and that she was to 
follow him, all her thoughts would be about 
Australia ; she would not go into a shop or 
anywhere but she would think of the things 
that would suit Australia. The place would 
be before her because her husband was there. 

Again, if you do not accept heaven as your 
place, you will' not enjoy the blessings peculiar 
to you as a Christian. I turn to Luke xiv. A 
pious man in verse I 5 said, " Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God;" no 
doubt with reference to the millennial day. 
The Lord replied, as much as to say, There 
is something before that-" A certain man made 
a great supper." Now, beloved friends, the first 
question is, Where the great supper is. The 
supper is in the house, and not in the land. 
Israel, man naturally, would like to find it on 
the earth. Many Christians-alas ! I have done 
it myself-look for blessings in the \vrong place. 
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One buys a piece of land. There is no sin in a 
piece of land, but it is a gain in the wrong place. 
The first thought of every man, even of tht! 
working man, is to purchase enough ground to 
build a house on, and he thinks that i� is a 
mark of God's favour when he succeeds. You 
cannot do ·without a house, I admit; but you 
are seeking possessions here in the wrong place. 
Are you not often drawn away from the Lord 
by something here? You are looking for 
blessings, advantages, in the place where Christ 
was rejected! Hence the servant was told to 
go out into the highways and hedge� and com
pel them to come into the house-not the land. 
Some quote this passage and say, Corne to 
Christ. Of course, if any one does not come 
to Christ, he could not come into the house, 
to the feast, but the feast is the celebration of 
grace. It has been remarked that you get 
the feast in chapter xiv., and the guest in 
chapter xv. But where is the {east? It is in 
the house. In the passage," When he hath found 
it" [the sheep], "he layeth it on his shoulders 
rejoicing ; and when he cometh home," is cor
rectly '' being come to the house." Naturally 
you would have brought a sheep to the pasture. 
Now you find the home for the prodigal is the 
Father's house. I do not mean to say that this is 
the same as in John xiv., but I insist that 
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you have a home in the Father's house. Your 

home is not on the earth; you ought to rejoice 
that you have such a home. We have to 
learn how little we really enjoy our home You 
may •say, We are not at home yet. But we 
have home comforts though we are still here. 
They come to us by the Spirit of God, but 
they come from our home. The desire of the 
Father's heart for us is that we should share the 
joys of His own house. You cannot know these 
joys unless you look for them in the place 
where they are. You probably are like many 
who are looking for advantages on the earth. 
The fact is that every advantage you obtain 
here, though it be a comfort for the moment, 
will be a cause of sorrow some day when it 

fades away ; whereas the blessings which come 
from your home, through grace, only add to 
your joy more and more. 

I would that each one could \valk through 
this world with the sense-my Lord was refused 
here, but I am not downcast, because, though 
He chooses to leave me here, my home is 
where He is. Without this assurance you lose 
your proper blessings, the blessings peculiar to 
Christians. Most Christians dwell on the fact 
that they are forgiven their sins, they have 
the satisfaction that they are Christians, and 

they look for proofs of God's favour all day 
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long, and this mercy and the other, they say, is a 
mark of His favour. No doubt His mercies 
are "new every morning ;" but there is much 
more. The greatest mark of God's favour is 
a fuller revelation of His mind ; if you were 
to be given Europe it would not be equal to 
the favour of a better acquaintance with the One 
who has done everything for you. Any day 

that you see more of Him in His own greatness 
and preciousness, then you are most highly 
favoured. 

Again, scripture says, " Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.'' It is plain 
that if you have not your treasure in heaven, 
your heart cannot be there. You must know 
that the treasure is there first; otherwise, though 
you may speak of being pilgrims and strangers, 
yet you really are not. If you were in Turkey, 
you would not try to be a pilgrim and a stranger, 
because you are one there, you are not at home, 
you are travelling through. I hope to come pre
sently to our calling and service here. I am 
trying first to establish your individual portion, 
and the blessings which you miss if you do not 
see that heaven is your place. The forerunner 
is for us entered; He has gone in, and now we 
lose if we do not know Him where He is. 

Now bear in mind the fact tbBt the :Lord 
has gone away, and that He is at the right hand 
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of God ; but that ,ve are here, and yet that 
our place and our home is where He is ; hence 
,ve come to the grave question-What is your 
calling and service here? I have spoken on 
a former occasion on being sealed by the Spirit : 
"In whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise." The 
Holy Ghost has come down from heaven, and 
now you are connected with Christ in the place 
where He is. Your heart is bound to a Person 
in another place. If your heart is really bound 
to Him, you are necessarily apart from the earth. 
This is the great test; because the earth suits man, 
"The earth hath he given to the sons of men." And 
it is here where failure begins. The Corinthians 
had the Spirit of God ; He had come down from 
heaven ; but Christ in heaven was not paramount 
to them ; they were led away and swayed by 
thPir natural minds, and not by the Lord. Their 
heart would have been in heaven had their 
trca5ure been there. 

The Galatians, on the other hand, were seek
ing to improve the first man. I quite see that 
you might be clear of those two failures, but I 
want you to lay hold of the fact that one who 
has the Spirit of God, as the Corinthians and 
the Galatians had, may not have Christ as the 
paramount object. With every one walking in 
the · Spirit, C

l

irist is paramount ; and you learn 
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from the way the apostle corrects both th� 
Corinthians and the Galatians, where the lack 
was. He corrects the Corinthians by presenting 
Christ in glory outside of everything here. The 
effect was that the flesh was in abeyance ; it 
could not be in the glory of God. If Christ is 
paramount with you, your heart is fixed on Him. 
Christ in glory supersedes the man here; there 
is no place for him there. On the contrary, you 
are transformed into the same image, and practi
cally the effect is that you would be "always 
bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus.

,
, 

It' i!? important to see that not only the Holy 
·Ghost dwells in you, but that Christ is in His
true place, when you are walking in the Spirit.
In like manner with the Galatians, the apostle
sets Isaac in his right place, and then Ishmael
must go out ; that is, the man under the law
must be cast out. If you are occupied with the
man born after the flesh, you are sanctioning the
Ishmael who persecutes Christ. You belong to
Christ in heaven, and the Spirit of God has come
to you from Him in heaven, and as you walk in
the Spirit, Christ is paramount, and you are in
this world for Him. I have not come to your
service yet, I am speaking of your gain person
ally when you receive the Spirit. I fear there
are many who do not walk in the Spirit ; hence
they rejoice only in their salvation ; they have
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not the power to act here for Christ. But when 
you are walking in the Spirit, His normal action 
in you is to lead you to heaven. "He being full 
of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven" If you meditate for a moment you 
will see that it must be so. I often say to 
myself, " If the Holy Spirit can come down to 
me in all the contrariety of things here, would 
not it be more natural to Him to lead me to the 
place where everything suits Himself?" No 
doubt it would ; and that is, as I may say, the 
new line. 

Now I would direct your attention to your 
service here for Christ. I must begin by saying 
that no one can serve Christ here who is not in 
concert with Him in heaven. I shrink from dis
tressing any of you; but I am sure that if any 
one is not in concert with Christ in heaven, in 
Hi� place, in His exaltation, he cannot be for 
Lnnst in this place, the scene of His rejection ; 
he cnr:�d not know His mind, nor how to act for 
Him. Htnce, in John xiii., when the Lord 
announces that He is going away, He first 
washes the disciples' feet. While He was here 
with them, they were in the closest intimacy 
with Him ; leaning on His breast at supper, and 
the like; now He rises from supper, and washes 
their feet. This means that every soil must be 
removed ; there must be no shade of distance, 
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but fitness for Him in His own sphere. It is not 
merely that you are to have a good conscience ; 
but you are to have communion with Him. 
You cannot have communion with Christ if you 
have not acquaintance with Him. If there be 
not acquaintance, there could not be a break in 
it. You may be at rest about your sins and 
walking with a clear conscience, but to be in 
communion is much more. Communion is being 
in concert with Him. He had come to your 
side of things, but communion is your being in 
concert with Him in His things. Ask yourself, 
How much do I know of Christ's present in
terests ? How 1nuch am I in communion with 
Him ? First, every soil has been removed ; 
there is not any break between you and Him 
You may find, as has been said of Peter, that he 
had his conscience relieved before his heart was 
restored. Many have not been intimate enough 
with the Lord to feel a cloud, a shade of reserve 
bet\veen Him and them. Like the·bride in Can
ticles v., there is, not any known sin, but a cloud, 
a sense of reserve. Peter had his conscience 
relieved in John xx., but he was not restored 
until chapter xxi. • Though he was attached to 
the Lord, he was not in communion with Him. 
Affection in itself is not communion; but when 
communion has been known, the heart is not 
satisfied until there is a return to communion. 
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I turn now to Colossians. We find there 
the hindrances to the servant of Christ in this 
day. The Colossians were evidently a nice 
company; they had faith in Christ, and they had 
love to all the saints ; but they were exposed to 
a grievous snare. I do not think that we are 
exempt from it. I have already referred to the 
Corinthians, and the Galatians, but the snare 
here is much more subtle. The Colossian snare 
is that a man can use his natural ability and his 
religiousness to contribute to Christ's service. I 
assure you it is a great snare. It is not to 
improve yourself like the Galatian, or to p)ease 
yourself like the Corinthian, but it is that you 
use your learning or your natural ability to 
make your ministry for Christ effectual. How 
ofteo a servant of Christ expects that his lan
guage ·will produce an effect I do not believe 
eloquence will have a divine effect. I have some
times tried myself, I must O\.vn, to be eloquent, 
but I have found that I lost power instead of 
gaining it. Your faith is not to stand in the 
,visdom of men, but in the power of God. If 
you expt:(·L by your ability to be divinely effec
tual, you have fallen into the snare the Colos
sians are warned of-that is, the natural rnind. 
Neither human philosophy nor sanctimonious
ness-religious culture, will help on Christ's work. 
There is only one divine way of being preserved 
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from this snare, and that is by knowing Christ as 
your Head. 

1'he apostle is greatly pressed that the Colos
sians should know this mystery : " I would that 
ye knew ,vhat great conflict I have for you, and 
for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have 
not seen my face in the flesh ; that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit together in love, 
and 1:1nto all riches of the full assurance of under� 
standing, to the acknowledgment [full knowledge] 
of the mystery of God." (Col. ii. I, 2.) The 
knowledge of Christ as Head. Where is Christ? 
He is in heaven. It is a wonderful fact that you 
can know the glorified Man in heaven as your 
Head ; that He is not only your Head, but the 
Head of every Christian, though I grieve to say 
every Christian does not kno\v that He is his 
Head. If you do not know Him as Head, 
though He is your Head, you dg not reap the 
benefit of this great fact. 

You must be dead \\'ith Christ from the rudi
ments of .the world, before you can, as risen ,vith 
Him, seek the things above where Christ sitteth. 
I hope you will keep definitely beforP- you the 
importance of knowing Christ where He is. 
You cannot know Him as Head, but as risen 
with Him where there is no human voice. I 
look to the Lord, that your hearts might be 
arrested by the great blessedness of knowing 
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that Christ in heaven is your Head. My subject 
is that heaven is your place; hence I repeat that 
you must seek Him where He is, or you cannot 
know Him as your Head. I wish to convince 
you of the greatness of knowing the Christ in 
heaven as your Head ; hence the "·ord is, "Set 
your affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth. For ye are dead ''-or" have died.'' I 
am pressing on you the greatness of your place. 

Finally, it is plain enough that we are united 
to Christ in heaven, and this corroborates all 
I have been saying. In order to realise union 
with Christ, you must be led to Him in heaven. 
I do not mean bodily, but by the Spirit. As 
you read in Ephesians i. 19, you must have con
scious knowledge of" the exceeding greatness of 
his power to usward ,vho believe." It is by the 
Spirit we are uniced, though I do not say every 
one knows it. I have no doubt Stephen knew 
the gain of union, though union was not 
then revealed. Union with Christ could not 
be known except in the pJace where He is. 
Rebekah had to be conducted all the way 
through the wilderness in company with the 
steward (which figuratively is the Holy Ghost), 
to the spot where Isaac was. And if you are 
not led by the Spirit of God to Christ where He 
is, you do not realise union with Him, although 
through grace, you can say." We are members of 



HEAVEN IS OUR PLACE. 61 

His body." "But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body as it hath pleased 
Him," yet you cannot comprehend union except 
by the power of the Spirit; and unless you know 
union you cannot understand the blessings con
nected with it. For instance, you could not 
understand the prayer in Ephesians iii. It is a 
prayer that all the advantages which you acquire 
by union should be made known to you. The 
Lord lead each of you to apprehend the immense 
blessing which is yours because of your union 
with Christ in heaven; the greatness of your 
position, that now your individuality is merged, 
for Christ's interests are your interests, He 
dwells in your hearts by faith ; His things are dis
closed to you, and better than all, "to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled to all the fulness of God." 

Reverting for a moment to service, you see 
from Colossians that unless you know the Head 
you cannot be preserved from ritualism and 
rationalism. Nothing can preserve us but the 
knowledge of Christ as Head ; and in order to 
be descriptive of Him here, you must be 
heavenly, and you cannot be, except by 
union with Him, the heavenly MAN, and then 
rou can come forth in heavenly grace in all 
the details of your daily life. You have gained 
immensely. A slave would gain by his master 
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being heavenly, for he would be a better master. 
It is a great principle that the nearer you are 
to God, the better will you behave in every duty 
appointed by God. 

I need not add more. The Lord lead each of 
you to understand ( the youngest can begin) that 
heaven is your place, and that your peculiar 
blessings come from that place. 

The �ord grant, beloved friends, that each of 
us may be so assured in heart that the place 
where Christ was rejected is not our place, but 
that the place where He is accepted is our place, 
that we seek to be acceptable to Him in this 
place, and in order to be so, we cleave to Him 
where He is. 
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No. 5. 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVE�r. 

THE RULE OF THE WORD OF GOIJ. 

(MATT. XIII. 18-48.) 

I HA VE been endeavouring to bring before you 
the blessings peculiar to the Christian. What we 
have in this scripture is that though Christ has 
been rejected here,yet His rule is still on the earth. 
It is not the rule of the King; that you must bear 
in mind, but the rule of the word of God. Hence

you get in the first parable, the sower sowed the 
seed, the word of the kingdom ; there were four 
different kind� of soil, but only one brought forth 
fruit to perfection. Next, there are six similitudes 
of the kingdom of heaven (the first parable, that 
of the sower, is not called a similitude); three of 
them are public, and three are private. Three de
�cribe the word of God as appropriated by man, 
with the most painful result, and this is the only 
way to account for the state of things in Christen
dom. Man has interpreted the word of God to 
exalt himself. Nothing can be plainer than that 
the man who appropriates most from the word of 
God while retaining the natural man has a prepon
derating influence with men. Peter can receive 

P' 
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gr.at light, and yet be so human in his feelings 
that the Lord calls him Satan. 1 t has been 
said, and it is a lamentable statement, that it is 
not the world which has spoiled Christianity, 
but it is Christianity which has spoiled the world ; 
because man has been made pretentious and 
preposterous by the light of it. What could be 
worse than to assume to be a Christian when 
one is not? To be so self-deceived that one 
appropriates to himself the greatest position in 
\vhich God has set a man? 

I will now refer to the first three similitudes. 
The first is that of the wheat and the tares ; the 
wheat was of God ; and the bad seed so,x.'n by 
the devil were mere professors, assuming to be 
equal with the wheat, the work of God. The 
servants wanted to root up the tares, but they 
are in the field, that is the ,vorld-not in the 
church. In Christendom the field is supposed 
to be the church, and that the real and the 
professors are mixed up in the congregation. 
It is sad to find some real saints thus mixed 
up with \\·orldly professors. The second simili-· 
tude is the monstrous position Christendom 
obtains in the world. A little grain of mustard 
seed becomes a great tree, and the fovvls of the 
air lodge in it ; so povverful and extended is the 
system formed by man's interpretation of the 
word of God, that even the 1 owers of the vvorld 
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seek for the countenance of the hierarchy. This 
is the present state ; but eventually the beast, 
which is the Latin power, will carry the harlot, 

the apostate church, a system reared up by 
man's interpretation of the �'ord of God. The 
third similitude is the leaven hid in three 
measures of meal. There is not a pure senti
ment in 1nan's religion ; though the word of God 
be quoted, you cannot rely on it. I do not say 
that you cannot rely on man's words, but I say 
that the human idea, however based on the word 
of God, is not to be trusted. I do not know a 
single doctrine of theology \vhich is fully accord
ing to the mind of God. This appears to be a 
strong statement, but you ·will find it is correct 
because man's 1nind has .reduced the word of 
God to its own level. And the unfailing mark 
of human interpretation in any statement is that 
God is not paramount in it. It is a human 
sentiment, though doubtless there is a measure 
of truth in it. If I adduce the gospel in 
Christendo1n, it is, that if you believe, you will 
be saved and go to heaven ; not one word as to 
God's part in that gospel ; it is a human appro
priation of it. I fully admit that souls are 
hles�ed ; but they seldom or never are brought to 
G0d. I am trying to point out the nature of the 

.rival (if I may use the expression), that we have 
.t0 contend with. 
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Any learned man in Christendom could dis
cern the first three similitudes. He could under

stand them. But in verse 36 the Lord sends 
away the crowd and goes into the house; and 
when His disciples come to Him, He explains 
about the tares and the wheat, and tells them of 
three other similitudes. 

We now come to the greatest blessing peculiar 
to Christians during our Lord's rejection; we are 

His, sustained here for Himself, now at the 
right hand of God. These three similitudes set 
forth how the word of God effects that ivhich 
is according to the heart of Christ on earth. First, 
He sets forth that His treasure is here, where 
His rule is by the word of God. The treasure 
was not only hid in the field, but He hid it. 
The church is His treasure, where His heart is 

set. It is not visible to the world. Next, "the 
pearl'' expresses the beauty of the church in His 

eye. The third is the net, and now is set forth 
the work of the fishermen, who know Christ's 
estimate of the church. They separate the good 

fishes from the bad ones; they put the good into 
vessels. Here many a laborious servant has 
failed through ignorance of his Lord's mind ; he 
did not separate the good from the bad ; he did 

not see the importance of separation in order to 
suit the Lord. "Co1ne out from among them, 

and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 

not the unclean." 
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I desire now to draw your attention to the 
a·ssembly, the circle of Christ's interest on the 
earth. I could not bring before you a subject of 
greater importance. He has been rejected, and 
I have been presenting to you, in the previous 
lectures, the varied blessings \vhich come to us 
from Him as exalted to the right hand of God 
and no,v we come to the assembly, \.vhich is 
exclusively His, and for Him on the earth. As 
yet, He has nothing else on this earth ; as He 
says, " I pray not for the ,vorld, but for them 
,vhich thou hast given me." N o\v as shut in 
with the Lord, apart from the crowd, we should 
learn the assembly as it is to Him. The subject 
ought to arrest each of you. We are in a \vorld 
where our Lord was refused; and now, there is 
only one circle which is exclusively His. I am 
not speaking of His purposes or thoughts or 
counsels about things, but of the circle that 
belongs to Him, as He Himself calls it in 
Matthew xvi., " Mv assembly.'' It was conse
quent on His rejection by the Je\vs, that He 
revealed the assembly. His own would not 
receive Him, but the assembly is His own build
ing, and all the powers of hell cannot prevail 
against it. The Lord grant that each one of 
you may leave this room with a deeper sense of 
Christ's interest in the assembly. 

There are two aspects of the assembly, one is 
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the house, the other is the body, and I will try 
to explain the difference presently. I often say 
to myself, Well, there is one thing to solace me 
in this evil world, and that is that Christ's trea
sure is here and not in heaven ; it is hid in the 
field, but the heart in concert with Christ knows 
that it is here, and that it is His object. It is 
marvellous that Christ's treasure is in the 
very place of His rejection; He purchased the 
field, He sold all that He had ; as has been said, 
all that He was entitled to as Messiah He gave 
up for the church ; the church is His treasure. 

Christ's desire for the church on the earth, I 
briefly refer to. In John xiii. to xvii. you get 
it detailed. You are first in seclusion with the 
Lord. (Chaps. xiii., xiv.) Next you are fruit 
bearing (chap. xv.); next you are witnesses of 
Christ in heaven (chap. xvi.) Finally in chapter 
xvii., as has been said, He first presents us as 
l-Iimse]f in the presence of the Father, and then 
presents us as Himself in the presence of the 
\vorld. I believe it will be fulfilled in the ne1vv 
Jerusalem in Revelation xxi. John presents the 
house in its fulness, and Paul the body. These 
are the two aspects of the assembly. 

I turn now to speak of our introduction into 
these things. If you desire to be taught of God 
in the matter you find instruction as to it in 
Matthew xiv. T n this chapter, the Lord accepts 
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that He is rejected because John the Baptist 
was beheaded, as we read in verse 10. Hence 

being rejected by Israel, the Lord enters on new 

ground. In order to join Him, you must come to 
Him on this new ground. He has taken new 
ground. He walks on the ,vater. It is interest
ing to know that Matthew xiv. and John vi. 
occurred at the same time. You have both the 
di vine side and the practical side. The first 

step, and one of deep interest, is to be of the 
assembly. Of course you must first be con
verted ; but being so you are to be of His 
assembly ; you must be of Him to join Him 
there ; you cannot get there of yoursel( Like 
Peter you leave the ship, all that suits man 
naturally, and you join Him; you come to this 

" Living Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 

chosen of God, precious ;" and you are built in. 
The Lord, in Matthew viii., in the storm, "·as 

superior to it; but now (chap. xiv.) He is 
walking on the sea, He is supreme, He is the Son 
of God with po,ver; He is above all the power 
of evil. This is His new place. When by faith 
you join Him there, you are in the presence 
of the Son of God-Son over God's house. 

The first pattern of the asse1nbly you get 
in John xx. : the Lord comes into their midst 
and says, " Peace be unto you.'' No belie, er 
can come in unless he has peace: he could 
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not meet the risen Christ unless every 

disturbing element had been removed. And 
besides pronouncing peace, He breathes on 
them, saying, "Receive Holy Ghost." They 
are now on altogether new ground; He was 
with them, though they did not know much. 
This is a pattern; there He was in the midst; 
and also, you see here the state necessary for 
every one in company with the risen Christ. 
Hence, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where the 
saints are looked at as the congregation of God, 
Christ as Son, speaks, even with relation to us in 
our infirmities: "Seeing then that we have a 
great high Priest, who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our profession.'' . Beloved friends, the real 
defect is, that souls are more occupied with 
Christ on the cross, as the sacrifice for sin, than 
as the glorified Man at the right hand 0£

God-" the Son of God with power . . . . by 
resurrection from the dead." 

I ask you to give the Lord His place- the 
One " disallowed indeed of men, but chosen 
of God, precious." Having come to Him, you 

"as living stones are built up," etc. Many, I fear, 
do not enter into the deep reality of" In whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit." Take the case 
of a young Christian ; · according to John xx., 
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when he comes into the assembly he comes 
to the One who has accomplished peace, who 
has risen from the dead, out of all our ruin 
and misery, and is now in the glory of God. 
If you begin incorrectly, you ·will suffer much 
loss and delay until you retrace your steps 
and begin rightly. " That which is crooked 
cannot be made straight." How many are 
still suffering from this 

I would dwell upon the momentous blessed
ness of the assembly. A godly man in Psalm 
lxxiii. went into the sanctuary of God. The
effect on him was wonderful ; you have much
more. Our great Friest is " a minister of the
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle which
the Lord pitched, and not man." In the 
tabernacle there was only a cloud of glory, 
but you have Christ in glory ; you come to 
the Son of God crowned with glory and 
honour in the Holiest of all, of which He 
Himself is the antitype. I desir,e to present 
to you a great attraction. If a godly Israelite, 
puzzled by the state of things here, could, 
in the sanctuary of his day, receive such 
wonderful help and light, how much more 
should you find in the presence of Christ, 
on whom all the glory of God rests. If this 
were accepted in faith, how blessed our meetings 
would be! Little as one may know of 
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it, it is an immense comfort to the heart to 
pass from all the difficulties and sorrows here, 
and find a spot where the Lord is present in 
His own pow·er, where He rules, though He 
is not reigning yet on the earth. The world 

has refused Him, but He is Son over God's 
house ; there His interests are known ; there He 
makes known His mind, and gives gifts for 
the edifying of the body. 

I am dwelling long upon this, because, if 
your beginning is faulty, there can be no divine 
progress until you are set right. 

The first thought is, like Peter, to join Christ, 
apart from this world, outside of all that 
man is constructing with his interpretation of 
the ·word of God, where Christ is supreme, and 
where the Spirit unfolds the word of God. 

Now I would present to you briefly the church 
as it is to Christ. You begin with the assembly 
as God's house on the earth. That came first in 
order according to Acts ii. ; the Holy Ghost 

filled all the house where they were sitting, 
and filled each one of them. That is the assembly 

in the house aspect ; there is nothing yet about 
the body. I do not find in the ..L\cts any men

tion of an assembly knowing the mystery. Many 

pious men now believe that the Spirit of God 
is ·with us, and they look to be led by Him; 

and yet, as it was at Corin th, they do not know 
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the mystery. Where the mystery is not known, 
the most devoted servant may be led more by 
his own state at the time than by the Spirit in 
the assembly: as it is termed, " I have it on my 
heart.'' It might be on your heart for yourself

,.

as a hymn or a scripture \vould be on the heart 
of a sister; but that would be no authority to 
give it to the assembly. The more Christ is 
before the servant, the more \Vill he edify, the 
assembly, and give what is so essential-" meat 
in due season.'' 

I turn now to Colossians iii. The Colossians 
,vere a faithful company ; they had faith in 
Christ Jesus, and love to all the saints ; 
but they did not know the mystery. N o,v if 
you have accepted that in coming to Christ 
in the assembly, you come to Him outside 
of the world ,vhich refused Him, you will be 
prepared for another step, even that you come 
fro11i Him. You not only come to Him, the 
"Living stone," but as members of His body you 
come front Him. The Colossians, as I have 

. sai�, did not kno,v the mystery, hence the 
apostle tells them that he had great conflict 
for them. There would not be a great con
flict if there had not been a great opposition. 
As far as I kno,v, I do not think there is much 
knowledge of Christ as Head, which is the part 
of the mystery referred to here. 
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The Colossians were an exemplary company, 
but they did not know Christ as Head. I must 
not speak beyond my measure, but I believe the 
consciousness of Christ as Head cannot be sur
passed-even that you have parted with your 
own head, and hence you are " dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world," and are risen 
with Him:,: Ye are dead [or have died], and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.'' And vvhat then? 
When you accept the circumcision effected in 
Christ, you are where no human voice· is heard, 
where "there is neither Greek nor J C\V, circum
cision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free, but Christ everything." Now 
you know Him as Head. Many can say Christ 
· is chiefest, but can you say He is everything?
You must .be outside of every human voice in
order to know Him as everything. Blessed
indeed is the moment when you are assured
that He dictates to you outside and apart from
all of the old man-that He is now consciously
your Head. The effects vvill follow:" bo·wcls of
mercies, kindness," &c. There are many Chris
tians ,vho would not accept the pope or the
sovereign as the head of the church, and assert
that they own Christ only as the Head, who
I fear regard 1-Iim so merely in the sense of
the head of a family. According to scripture,
"Holding the head,,. is individual ; you have
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parted with your own head, and you hold 

another Head common to all Christians ; be 

they five hundred or five million, each has 

the same Head ; but alas ! all are not "holding 
the Head.'' If there were an assembly where 

each one was holding the Head, every minis

tration then, be it hymn, prayer, or teaching, all 

would be done under the dictation of Christ. 

Most blessed truth ! You do not apprehend 

Christ's rights in the church until you kno\v 

Him as Head. 

Finally, when we are in conscious union with 
Christ we enter into His interest in the church, 

and it is then only we can know Himself in 

His fulness. In Ephesians i. 19 you have con
scious kno1vvledge of the power that wrought in 
Christ; by the Spirit's power you rise to the 
place where Christ is. Now union with Him 
is known, and you are here in the power of 
the heavenly Man. You cannot be in heavenly 
power but by union \vith Christ in heaven. The 
fact is that every believer i's united by the 
Spirit to Christ," Now hath God set the members 
every one of them, in the body as it hath 

pleased him," but every one does not know that 

he is united, and is not in the power of it. If to 

the assembly in Acts ii. the knowledge of the 
Head was made known, they would have gained 

immensely: every one ordered by the Head. 
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Now add to that the knowledge of union with 
Christ, and that assembly wili be here in 
heavenly power; every one not only has the 
.Spirit of God, but is in heavenly power, because 
united to Christ in heaven. You come out in 
the power and grace of the heavenly Man in 
every ordinance of God. Under the la\\i· there 

was no direction about the family, except about 
children obeying their parents ; but for a heaven
ly man there is direction as to his own house as 
well as to the house of God. 

If we were walking in divine consciousness of 
Christ's supremacy in the assembly in the \Vorld 
where He has been refused, how en1boldened and 
encouraged we should be to do His pleasure. 
You can see in Revelation xxi. that we shall be 
the new Jerusalem, a most blessed prospect, and 
-every assembly now is called to have the same
traits. Though we are in such feebleness, yet
we are called to this great position, and the
day will come, as we read, that "the throne
of God shall be in it," where Christ-blessed be
His name! now rules in all the might of His

·word.
May the Lord grant that each of us may have 

a deeper and more comprehensive idea of what 

the church is to Him, and be able to apprehend 

the greatness of His power and interest in it, for 

I-Iis name's sake. 
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No. 6. 

THE NEW COMPANY ON THE EARTH DURING 

THE ABSENCE OF CHRIST. 

PART I. 

LUKE X. 38-42; XI. 1-13, 

Mv desire this evening is to point out to you the 

traits of the new company on the earth during 
the absence of Christ. I have endeavoured to 
present to you the blessings peculiar to the 
Christian, and which co1ne to us from Christ in 
exaltation : not merely all that He effected on 
earth, but those blessings which are consequent 
on His exaltation to the right hand of God. I 
desire now to conclude this evening and the 
following, if the Lord permit, with the traits of 
the new company on the earth during Christ's 
absence. If your hearts simply accepted the 
fact that Christ was rejected here, surely it must 
be of deep interest to you to know how to be 
for Him in the place where He \rvas rejected. 
We have seen that His treasure is hid in the 
field ; but now I would draw your attention to 
your "manner of life" here as awaiting His 
coming and kingdom. 
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'fhere are two parts,-first, our manner of life 
as He is our object ; and secondly, \vhat our 
portion is as awaiting His kingdom. The charac
teristic of those who really look for the Lord 

is that they are looking out for Him to reign ; 
hence the closing character of the church is, 
'The Spirit and the bride say, Come.'' You 
get it in the parable of the wise virgins ; the 
kingdom of heaven is likened unto ten virgins. 
The cry was, " Behold the bridegroom," and 
they went forth to meet him. I have remarked 
before that you get very little in the epistles 
about going to heaven. Christians, as a rule, 
talk about going to heaven ; and there is no 
doubt that vve shall all go to heaven-the 
youngest believer. But you do find a great deal 
in the epistles about the kingdom ; we overlook 
the kingdom too much; we overlook ho\v we 
shall be on this earth for Christ eventually. The 
way you are now indicates the way you ,vill be 
then ; many do not think so, but if you suffer 
with Him you will reign with Him. If you 
endure now, you will be honoured by-and-by ; 
but if you have an easy time now, you will have 
a small place in the kingdom. It is not that 
you will not go to heaven and be in all the 
blessedness there ; but I am dwelling on the 
place we shall have with the Lord when He 
reigns. We can understand how James and 
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john wished to sit one on His right hand and 
the other on His left; the Lord replies, It will be 
given to them for whom it is prepared. Still, 

that was a right wish ; I should like to be with 

Him in His kingdom, and to be for Him here. 
In the description of the new Jerusalem, we read, 

' His servants shall serve him." 
The first trait of the new company is the word 

of God and prayer : these are to mark them. 
But I must premise, because it is of great import

ance, that vve have to be free from all the 
religious element. The legal element, and any
thing that recognises man, is a great obstruc
tion. Anything that gives man a place really 
hinders your true position ; because if man has 
rejected Christ-and he has-it is plain that that 
man can have no place. Talk not of cultivating 
man, and getting beautiful ideas from him, and 
all that sort of thing! If man rejected Christ, 
no good can come from him ; all must be of 
the Spirit of God. 

The first thing you get in the scripture I have 
read is the difference between Mary and Martha. 
Mary sat at I-lis feet and appeared to be doing 

nothing; but she was hearing His word. It 
is a great comfort at times to think that there 

are many unobserved, unostentatious people 
who are really nearer the Lord than the most 

busy people, because the latter are thinking of 
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doing ; and, as has been said, there is more or 
less of the legal character about their doings. 
Martha was thinking of her work. Mary sat at His 
feet and heard His word. That is the first part 
of the first trait; you are here to hear His word, 
you are to learn and study His mind. It is not 
merely knowing a great deal of scripture ; many 
know much who do not know His mind .. The 
Lord says, '' Why do you not know my speech? 
Because you cannot hear my word." It has been 
said, and it is a very good remark to bear in 
mind, that you know a man's meaning by his 
words, but you must know God's mind before 
you can understand His words ; and nothing can 
give you that but the Spirit of God. Mary sat 
at His feet hearing His word, learning what would 
please Him. I see this defect in natural life ; 
people think others must like what they like ; it 
is themselves they have studied, and they act 
from what would please themselves, instead of 
studying a person so as to know what would please 
him. What would please the Lord ought to be the 
great thought with me ; if I am in a place where 
the Lord has been rejected, the very first thing 
I shouid like to know is what would please Him. 

The second part of the first trait is prayer. 
Here (chap. xi. 1-13) the Lord gives them a 
prayer to suit their then condition ; and th.ere 
are very instructive elements in it. They 
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could ackno,vledge that God was their Father ; 
they could take that ground because they had 
seen Him in Christ, and they also looked for the 
kingdom. But it was a prayer suitable to the 
time when the work of the cross had not yet 
been accomplished; sins had not yet been put 
away : but I need not dwell upon this. Then 
the Lord goes on to explain what prayer is. 
He says, "Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto 
him, Friend, lend me three loaves ; for a friend 
of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him? And he from with
in shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me 
in bed ; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto 
you, Though he will not rise and give him, 
because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him as many 
as he needeth." Here you learn how to pray. 
The way is set forth here-that you kno,v your 
friend has the thing you want, and that you do 
not look for it elsewhere. I believe that is an 
immense thing. It is sometimes the case with 
us all that we pray to the Lord about a certain 
thing, and yet we have a reserve in our minds 
that if one plan does not succeed we will turn 
to another. That is not prayer ; prayer is 
that I know I-le has it, and that I ,vant it 

•
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and I know that if I do not get it from Him I 
cannot get it elsewhere; that is, I am actually 
shut up to God. And you will find that is what 
the Lord continually does : He shuts you up to 
Himself. For an individual the way of prayer · 
is ordinarily what we get in Philippians iv. ; you 
make known all your requests; you may not 
get the answer, but you get what is a great deal 
better, the peace of God ; though you did not 
pray for it you get it because you are near God. 
The Lord here (Luke xi.) announces that" Every 
one that asketh receiveth," and He winds up by 
saying," How much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him." The Holy Spirit had not come yet, but 
that was the highest thing they could get. These 
(the \vord and prayer) are the first trait. 

Now I read a verse or two further in chapter 
xi. to she\v you the second trait. Verse 33 :
" No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth
it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but
on a candlestick, that they \vhich come in may:
see the light. The light of the body is the eye :
therefore ,vhen thine eye is single, thy whole
body· also is full of light, but when thine eye
is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.
Take heed therefore that the light ,vhich is in
thee be not darkness. If thy whole body there
fore be full of light, having no part dark, the

•
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whole shall be full of light, as when the bright 
shining of a candle doth give thee light "-it is 
really "brightness." This is a wonderful state
ment ; your body is to be a body of light. The 
Lord was the Light of the world, and He has 
gone out of it ; now the point is that if your 
eye is single, your object is that Light. It is 
on the same principle that if you walk in the 
Spirit you will not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. 
A person is walking in the Spirit when Christ 
is the paramount object to him. It is not a 
question of having this thing or the other 
thing before him, it might be a good ,vork or 
the like, but he has an object, and that object 
is the Lord Himself. Then the eye is single, 
and the effect is, the body is light; luminous is 
really the idea, as when the bright shining of a 
candle doth give its glare, its brightness. It is 
a wonderful thing, if you think of it for a 
moment, that in the place where my Lord was 
rejected I am to come out in the light of my 
Lord ; the Light has gone out of this world now ; 
He has gone, but in the very place whence the 
Light has gone, I look to Him, He is my object, 
and as the light takes possession of me, there is 
no part dark. If you had no part dark, and were 
completely under the rule of the light, your body 
would express it; I do not mean merely your 

• 

dress, I mean the whole of your bearins:r. lt is 
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what is morally contrary to the darkness ; people 
could say-that person is moving differently from 
everybody else here ; he is separate from all the 
darkness around. It is very' hard to explain, but 
it is a moral influence, and I have no doubt that 
many a one has the sense at times that there is 
a moral influence about another, so that you 
\vould not like to say anything to offend in that 
person's presence ; you would feel it was unsuit
able, his very presence checks it. What a 
wonderful relief to your heart to think that 
though the Lord has gone a·way, and you ·are 
here in the world where He was rejected, yet He 
says that if your eye is single you will be a body 
of light, you will not be in concert with the dark
ness around, but in complete antagonism, or 
rather contrariety to it. Light is a reflection of 
Himself here upon the earth. The moon has no 
light of itself, but if the earth does not come 
between it and the sun, it is a full moon. If you 
have nothing between you and Him, you will 
come out as light. That ought to be an immense 
consolation to you. 

I turn now to the hindrances ; the hindrances 
must be removed, and therefore I must know 
the nature of the conflict which precedes a body 
of light. The Lord says ( chap. xi. 2 I), " When 
a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his 
goods �re in peace : but when a stronger than 
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he shall come upon him, and overcome him, 
he taketh from him all his armour wherein 
he trusted, and divideth his spoils." The first 
thing you have to learn is that Satan has 
been turned out, and Christ has full posses
sion ; He is the "stronger," in fact He has 
abolished Satan's power in that sense ; He went 
into death that He might destroy him that 
had the power of death ; a wonderful thing! 
Satan had power over man's body, but he has 
been expelled. Further on I may be able to 
shew you that even his power as to infirmity is 
gone ; the woman ( chap. xiii.) is loosed from in
firmity. But now I am dwelling on the fact that 
the actual power of possession is gone, and there
fore ,ve read in another place that your body is 
the Lord's : " Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost?" Satan's power is 
gone; that is one thing. The other is ,vhat you 
get in verse 27: "And it came to pass as he 
spake these things, a certain woman of the com
pany lifted up her voice, and said unto him, 
Blessed is the worn b that bare thee, and the 
paps which thou hast sucked. But he said, Yea 
rather, blessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it." As has been remarked, it is 
not miracles, it is the ,vord of God no\v ; the 
word of God is the real power of the kingdom of 
God ; the King is not here, but the power of the 
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word is here. You might say of man's mind, 
That is a beautiful sentiment, with very deep 
feeling. Yes, but it is not the word of God. 
It is very hard, beloved friends, to eliminate the 
human sentiment; nothing is so practically 
difficult : the finest sentiment that ever came out 
of the human mind does not suit the Spirit of 
God ; spiritual things are only conveyed by 
spiritual means. I have alluded to it already in 
connection 'Yith Colossians, that the snare there 
,vas that they thought they could contribute to 
Christ's service by human ability and religious
ness. 

The Lord no\v adds, No sign shall be given to 
this generation but the sign of the prophet Jonas. 
Jonas and Solomon combined to set forth Christ 
in a twofold aspect ; one, Chris·t in suffering, and 
the other, Christ in glory; as Peter puts it," The 
suffer.ings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow." He is the One who has lain in the 
grave, as typified by Jonah, and He is the true 
Solomon. Then He says, no man lights a 
candle but he sets it upon a lamp-stand, an open 
place, that all that come in may see the light ; 
and then if your eye is single your body is full 
of light. I trust what I have said may lead you 
to study this interesting scripture, and get more 
out of it then I can convey to you. 

Having set forth this wonderful statement, 



THE NE\V COMPANY ON THE EARTH. 87 

that your body is to be light, we come to the 
difficulties of the \Vay: "As he spake, a certain 
Pharisee besought him to dine with him." Here 
is the first thing you have to contend with. 
Many a pious person can say, I desire to have 
Christ as my simple object, to have my whole 
body full of light ; but now comes out the 
snare of Pharisaism, and that is, to make an 
external appearance. That was the case here, 
and there is an imitation of light in Christendom 
in this day. There never \Vas a great reality 
yet without an imitation, and the only way to 
correct an imitation is to present the reality. 

The great instruction here is, that you must 
be on your guard, or the religious element 
about you will baffle you ; and therefore the 

Lord exposes the Pharisees in a very scathing 
way, because they were seeking to make clean 
the outside of the cup and platter, while their 
inward part was full of ravening and wickedness. 
The Lord, on the other hand, would set the light 
inside. What is the practical effect? Your body 
will be indicative of the condition within. I have 
ref erred to it on a former occasion ; and it is 
important to remember that the body is always 

indic�tive of the measure of the Spirit's ,vork 

in you. It is not effort, but the Spirit's \\'Ork. 

Now I turn to chapter xii. in order to set 
forth the characteristics of the body of light. 
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The first great characteristic is, you do not fear 

them that kill the body. " But I will forewarn 
you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after 
he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ; 
yea, I say unto you, Fear Him. Are not five 

sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of 

them is forgotten before God? But even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 
not therefore : ye are of more value than many 
sparrows." The moment I fear God, I find out 
the wonderful care He has for me; what I 
could not number myself He numbers: "The 
very hairs of your head are all numbered." 
I want to keep definitely before you, that if 
you are here where He is not, and glad to be 
here for Him a body of light, your first great 
characteristic as a body of light is, you do not 
fear them that kill the body. You see it in 
Stephen, and you see it in the apostle Paul. 
I have no doubt that if a person were 
thoroughly with the Lord, it would be easier 
to suffer for Him as a martyr than to endure 
a lingering illness. What a beautiful position 
a Christian may be found in on this earth 

where the Lord was rejected ! He seeks nothing 

from the earth, but he gets on the earth from his 

I.Jord who is not here. Then the Lord adds 

that He will reward you in the kingdom : 
" Whosoever shall confess me before men, him 
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shall the Son of man also confess before the 
angels of God." 

I just ref er to verse I 3, because there you get 
again the .nature of the conflict ; it will disclose 
to you the Jewish element. A man wanted the 
Lord to speak to his brother to divide the 
inheritance with him ; he was looking for some
thing on the earth, and the Lord gave him an 
example of a man who so prospered in earthly 
things, that he had to pull down his barns 
and build greater ; but God said to him, 
"This night thy soul shall be required of thee." 
That only comes in as a check ; and then 
we get the next characteristic in verses 22-32.

Here the Lord, after saying to His disciples, 
"Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat ; neither for the body, what ye shall put 
on," directs their attention to the ravens, how 
God feedeth them, and to the lilies, how they 
grow, and how God clothes the grass of the 
field, and adds : " And seek not ye what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be 
ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do 

the nations of the world seek after : and your 

Father knoweth that ye have need of these 

things. But rather seek ye the kingdom of 
God ; and all these things shall be added 

unto you. Fear not, little flock ; for it is 

your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
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kingdom.'' As I have said, the first great 
characteristic is, not to fear them that kill 
the body. If Christ were simply my object, 
I should not fear them that kill the body. 
That is what is outside of 1ne ; and the second 
characteristic is inside ; instead of taking thought 
·what I should eat, or what I should drink,
or being of doubtful mind, I say, My Father
knoweth that I have need of these things, and
it is His good pleasure to give me the kingdom ;
and therefore the principle is, " Seek ye the
kingdom of God, and all these things shall
be added unto you."

Then verse 3 5 brings in the exhortation con
nected with it: "Let your loins be girded 
about "-that is that you are ready for ser
vice, "and your lights burning "-that is, your 
candles ; " the light of the body is the eye ;" your 
loins girt and your lights burning," and ye your
selves like unto men that wait for their lord, 
when he will return from the wedding:" that is, 
you are waiting for Him to come here. And 
what will happen? Verse 37 tells you," Blessed 
are those servants whom the lord when he 
co1neth shall find watching,'' &c.; they are serving 
l-Iim now, and He will serve them then. Peter 
wants to know whether the parable is spoken to 
them or to all; "And the Lord said, Who then 
is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
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lord shall make ruler over his household, to 
give them their portion of meat in due season ? 
Blessed is that servant, ,vhom his lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say 
unto you, that he ,vill make him ruler over 
all that he hath." It has been said there are 
hvo things here, the expectation of the Lord, 
and service. I desire to press much that if you 
,vere looking for the Lord, and really expect
ing Him to come (and that is the meaning of 
·watching) you would be occupied ,vith Christ's
household. He is not speaking here of the
church dispensationally, but of His house
hold. Matthew xxiv. 45, 46, will make it
plainer : " \Vho then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord hath made ruler o,·er
his household, to give them meat in due season?
Blessed is that servant, ,vhom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing." That shews you
that the characteristic of a servant watching for
the Lord to come back, is that he is looking
after the interests of His household, giving them
their meat in due season. In that sense it is
brought out very distinctly at the close of
Revelation, where we read, " The Spirit and
the bride say, Come." Then is added," Let him
that heareth say, Come ;" you are not oc
cupied with yourself, there is another range,
another circle of things that you are occupied
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with-the circle of His interests ; " Let him that 

heareth say, Come ; and let him that is athirst 

come ; and whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." I believe it is of deep 
importance to understand that you are not 
only watching, with your loins girt and your 
lights burning, but you are taking care of the 

Lord's interests. The force of the word" watch'' 
is that you are keeping a wake. Watchmen used 
to walk about at night, and tell the hours of 

night ; so one that is ·watching is wide awake, 
looking for the Lord to come ; and not only 
so, but he proves it; he is not looking out of 
the window to see if there is any appearance 
in the sky of His coming. No ; he is so as
sured that the Lord is coming that he is 

taking care of those who belong to Him. 
See how Paul speaks to Timothy of the Lord's 

appearing, and His kingdom. And John says, 
"That we may have confidence and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming." He does 
not say, "That you may not be ashamed," but 
"we;" that he may not be ashamed of his work; 
and in another epistle we read, " But that we 
may receive a full reward ;" and again, "They 
watch for your souls, as they that 1nust give

account." We shall all have to give an account. 

How little ·we have served ! You may say, Do 
you mean that only one person is to do it? 
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I think if you are set for it, you \ivill be glad 
of every one who contributes to it; if you 

contribute, you are seeking to support it, as 
the apostle speaks of the women who laboured 
with him in the gospel; they were not preaching, 
but they were aiding, helping on spiritually, and 
thus contributing to the service of the apostle. 

I need not dwell upon how judgment comes 
upon those who are not prepared (v. 45, &c.), be
cause I desire to bring before you the place of

privilege to which we are called; but I will say 
a word or two on chapter xiii. You understand, 
I trust, that you are to be here a body of light ; 
that is your true place here. In chapter xiii. there 
is an important warning, you are not to seek 
to be anything on the earth ; the chapter closes 
with, " 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest 
the prophets .... your house is left unto you 
desolate." What you get in this chapter is the 
kingdom of God upon earth, how man has used 
the word of God ; that is in verse I 8 : " Unto 
what is the kingdom of God like? and where

unto shall I resemble it r It is like a grain of 

mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into 

his garden ; and it grew, and waxed a great 

tree ; and the fowls of the air lodged in the 

branches of it. And again he said, Where

unto shall I liken the kingdom of God? It 

is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
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three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened." The \\rord of God by the human 
mind has produced this. The more a man 
adopts the word of God with his human mind, 
the more influence has he with men, because he 
suits men ; and the huge system of Christendom 
is the result. You are not to be that ; the fig 
tree, the Jew (v. 6), has failed, but do not seek to 
be a mustard tree. What then? There are two 
characteristics that are to mark you ; one is 
that of the ,voman who was eighteen years 
bound and who is loosed from her infirmity ; 
and the other is that the only path for you 
is to enter in at the strait gate. It is really 
conversion : " Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate ;" and you cannot seek any distinction 
or any acknowledgment from the Y.rorld. The 
thing that had acknowledgment, that had a 
place, was Jerusalem, and the Lord says to it, 
" 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the pro
phets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee ; how often would I have gathered thy 
children together "-but it is all over. What 
has brought about the state of things in Chris
tendom is the word of God appropriated by 
man's intellect. And we see it, alas! very often 
even among Christians ; the truth appropriated 
with the carnal mind, and instead of helping 
the truth, the very truth they have only makes 
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them of the mustard tree. It is not pleasant 

to dwell upon the unhappy side of things, but it 

is very blessed for us to see the beautiful path 

that is set before us. 

The Lord grant that each one of us may 

understand what are the traits that belong to 

those \vho really care for the Lord in His 

absence. And what are we to do? Are we 

to do any great thing? If your eye is single 

your body will be full of light. Many Christians 
are taken up with their doings, and this thing or 

the other comes out, and not the Lord. It is true 
that Christ is at the bottom of the heart of every 
Christian ; but the great thing is that He should 

be at the top, should have the whole ; and then 
your whole bearing would be characteristic of 
Him. 

The Lord grant that you may see what a 
wonderful path of privilege it is to be found 
here upon the earth for the Lord in the place 

where He was rejected, so that you may be 
looking for His return, and as you look for His 
return be a body of light, and be serving His 

household, giving them '' their portion of meat 

in due season," looking after the interests of 

your Lord. 

H 





CJ-IRISTIAN BLESSINGS. 

No. 7. 

THE NE,v COMPANY ON THE EARTH. 

PART 2.

(LUKE XIV. 15-35.) 

ON the previous evening I took part of these 
interesting chapters, from the end of chapter x. 
to the end of chapter xiii. nearly, setting forth the 
characteristics of the new company on the earth 
during the absence of Christ. I suppose no 
-subject could be more interesting to one to
whom the Lord is dear, than what really charac
terises the new company on the earth. In the
previous chapters we had the first part, that is,
how we are for Him here, waiting for His coming.
Now the other part is our portion here, as belong
ing to His kingdom. I can only give you a
mere outline, but I trust you may be so interested
in the outline that you will study the chapters
for yourselves.

I have said the first part is how we are J, .. ere 
waiting and watching for the Lord to come. 
Now we come to the second part, which is how 

we are placed here ourselves. It is of deep 
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moment to understand that if you are really for 
the Lord in the time of His rejection, instead of 
losing, you gain immensely. I think a great 
many true Christians do not real1y understand 
it, and therefore they have not got the blessings 
peculiar to the path; it is in the path you get 
the blessings. 

This chapter opens with the Lord curing the 
man with dropsy on the sabbath day ; He there 
she\\·s the character of His grace, really to the 
Jew, and no doubt He set forth there ,vhat He 

will do to the Jew eventually. We must bear in 
mind that blessing was first offered to the Jew � 
and when the Jew refuses the offer of blessing, 
then it is offered to the Gentile ; that is the 
order all through Luke. Then the Lord marked 
how they sought the chief seats (ver. 7) ; and 
He said, No, take the lowest place: "For who

soever exalteth himself shall be abased, and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted." Then 
He adds to His host, the one who had invited 
Him, "When thou makest a feast, call the poor, 
the mained, the lame, the blind :'' not those who 
can recompense thee. That is what He did 
Himself. That is the opening of the chapter. 
Then one of the company, no doubt a pious Jew .. 
who was moved by what the Lord had set forth. 
said, 'Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God.'' Mind, it is "the kingdom of 
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God " that is set before us, how we are nere in 
the place of Christ's rejection, and how we are 
blessed in this place, and how we are iooking for 
the kingdom. The Lord in answer to this 
remark announces that there is to be a great 
feast before the kingdom. " A certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many: and sent 
his servant at supper time to say to them that 
were bidden, Come ; for all things are now ready.'' 
You have the feast in this chapter, and the guest 
in the next (chap. xv.); but it is important to 
know where the supper is; the supper is in the 
house. He sends out the invitation ; first to the 
Jew. That is always the order in Luke. The 
servant is sent to say" to them that were bidden" 
-that is the Jew-" come, for all things are now
ready; and they all with one consent began to
make excuse." One said he had bought a bit
of land ; there is nothing wrong in a bit of land,
or in five yoke of oxen, or in a wife ; but their
hearts were holden by these things. They pre
f erred them to the feast. That is uncommonly
like ourselves ; more or less we have looked for
our blessings in the wrong place, the place of
Christ's rejection. Success in the place where
Christ was rejected is no mark of God's favour ;
I assure you it is very hard to convince us of
that. It is not that a man may not do his work
a!}d do it well; but to become eminent as a man
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in the place where Christ is rejected is not of 
God. They all refused the invitation to the 
supper, and then he sent his servant out into the 
"streets" (that is still to the Jew), and then into 
'' the highways and hedges'' (that is where we 
come in)," to compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled." That is not to come to 
Christ, as is often said. Of course, if they did 
not come to Christ they could not come into the 
house; but the point here is to come into the 

house. Even in the next chapter, when the 
shepherd finds the sheep he " cometh home " to 
the house; ordinarily he would have brought it to 
the pasture; but it was n9t only of the sheep he 
was thinking, but of the joy that he himself had 
in finding the sheep; he brought it to the house, 
and called the neighbours and friends together 
to rejoice �ith him because he had found his 
sheep which was lost. I am speaking of the 
guest now, but the point is that the feast was in 
the house, and the guests were to be brought 
in to the house : " Compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled." 

One word more before I turn to the next 
chapter. What is to be the character of the 
persons who have this peculiar blessing? Verse 
26 tells us, they must hate their own life; 
nothing that belongs to that life commends you 
to God; you have your duties, but you fulfil 
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them on another principle; and therefore "If 

any man come to me, and hate not his fat her, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own !if e also, he cannot 

be my disciple." And then the Lord gives two 
figures to set forth what He was teaching-a 
tower and an army. A tower signifies defence, 
and an army conflict; you are to protect your
selves like a tower and you are to count the 
cost. Now the cost is generally thought to 
mean what you would lose by it, what you would 
expend ; but I believe the simple meaning is, 
that nothing will stand but Christ ; anything of 
your own material will perish ; and therefore He 
closes up by saying, "So likewise, whosoever he 
be of you that f orsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.'' You may think the 
terms hard, but if you understood better the 
wonderful nature of the blessing which you are 
brought to, blessing in His own house, you 
would not think them hard. We have the 
blessing that belongs to the house now; we have 
not left the earth, but we have the blessing on 

the earth, though not from the earth. The mis
take is in looking for blessing from the earth ; if 
you look for blessing, there is the greatest bless-

. ing for you : "Joy unspeakable and full of glory/' 

as Peter says ; but where does that come from ? 
Not from the earth. I am speaking of the bless-
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ing that is given to us while we are waiting for 
the kingdom. Do you think all the earthly 
possessions that ever were can equal it? Most 
of us know something of earthly possessions, 
and the man that has most is the man that 
knows best how unsatisfying they are. Prospects 
are much more attractive to a man than posses
sions, because he thinks there is something in 
the distance which, if he possessed, would make 
him happy ; but when he possesses it, he finds 
that happiness is not in it. 

v\'ith reference to the last two verses of the 
chapter, Israel was properly the "salt," but the 
salt had lost his savour, wherewith could it be 
seasoned? 

In chapter xv. we have, as I have said, the 
guest, but it is the delight of the finder that is 
set forth. The object of the parables is not .the 
joy of the found one, but of the finder. There 
is the shepherd, and the woman with the light ; 
it was no action on the part of the sheep that 
brought it back, and no action of the silver 
piece. The shepherd found the sheep, and the 
light shone on the silver piece. �'inally the 
work of grace is set forth in the prodigal son, 
who is an example of us all naturally, alienated 
from God. He is turned to God, and is brought 
back, counting upon the goodness of God ; there 
was nothing in himself to count on, but he 
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counted on the goodness of his father. And 
this is the work of conversion-the first step; 
you turn to God, believing that there is goodness 
in Him ; but you have nothing to say for your

self. What he finds is that the father receives 
him in the most tender way, " fell upon his neck 
and covered him with kisses." You get •in the 
three parables the whole work of grace. 

If the shepherd had not gone out the father 
could not have met the prodigal. God would 
not have been able to come out, according to al 
His righteousness, and embrace a poor prodigal 
in his rags ; and if the light had not shined into 
the prodigal, he would never have turned towards 
the father. So you have all the Persons of the 
Godhead at \vork in the blessing of a soul ; and 
the prodigal is brought to it ; the father says to 
the servant, "Bring hither the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry. . . . . And they 
began to be merry." Just think of that, the 
happiness in God's presence ; and that is what 
the prodigal is brought into. In heaven ? No ; 
it is in the place where Christ was rejected that 
this joy is known. It is known on earth, though 
it is not from the earth. People may say, But I 
have not got that joy. Why? Because you are 
looking for something from the earth. The 
great importance of chapter xiv. is to expose to 
us the disturbing ele1nent, that which would 
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lead you to look for blessing in the wrong place, 
to look for some blessing in this world. The 
first thought 0f a man, if he can manage it, is to 
get a plot of land to build a house on. It is not 
anything really wrong, but it shews where the 
heart goes. You do not belong to the place 
where your Lord is rejected, and you are to 

look to another place-the place where He is 
accepted, for your joys. "They began to be 
merry." The elder brother (figuratively the 
Jew), says

> 
"Thou never gavest me a kid, 

that I might make merry with my friends.'' 
He is angry, not because his brother is for
given, but because his brother is feasted; 
" Thou hast killed for him the fatted calf." 
What the legal man objects to is the wonderful 
position in which grace sets us. I have often 
asked myself what is the measure of the grace? 
No one can tell, because it is not the need which 
is the measure of the grace, but God's heart that 
is the measure ; He has removed everything to 
His entire satisfaction in the cross of Christ, so 
that He can now do His heart's pleasure in 
taking this poor prodigal and conducting him 

into all the blessing of His own presence, and 
that not by-and-by, but now. This is not what 

you get in John xiv., where the Lord says, "In 
my Father's house are many mansions. I go to 

prepare a place for you." Here the believer has 
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got a home now in the Father's house. Would 
that every believer knew and enjoyed it. But if 
you do know it, you must learn and accept that 
the man that refused Christ here must be in 
abeyance, otherwise you cannot be His disciple. 
Therefore the Lord says, "Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple." You may say, " I should be a 
nonentity;'' no, you would not be a nonentity, 
you would be Christ's servant ; your body 
is the Lord's and He would order it accord
ing to His pleasure. We should be taken care 
of a great deal better, for when we think we are 
taking care of ourselves we are very often pleas
ing ourselves, and when we are pleasing our
selves we are doing damage to ourselves, whereas 
if we were following the Lord He would take 
care of us. 

I turn no,v to chapter xvi., where ,ve have the 
parable of the steward. The Jew failed in being 
steward, and was to be ste,vard no longer. No 
one is steward now in Christ's rejection ; it is all 
Christ's property, and the point is that you are to 
make friends of" the mammon of unrighteous-

'" 

ness." " The ma1nmon of unrighteousness '' does 
not mean the mammon of dishonesty, but it 

means that you have no divine right to it ; that is 
the great point. You may say, '' I have it in my 
possession, and I got it from my father, or I got 
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it by my industry." Well, I do not deny that, 
but still it is the mammon of unrighteousness ; 
because the owner of all has been refused here, 
and therefore what you are to do with it is to 
make friends of it ; that is, to use it in view of 
the future. A person might say Am I not at 
liberty to spend it on myself? If you do you 
get the present good of it, but if you make 
friends of it, they will receive you, or rather, as 
it should be, you are received into everlasting 
habitations. " Make to yourselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye 
fail, ye may be received into the eternal dwell
ing." (New Trans.) The idea is, to use it in 
vievv of the kingdom, or, as Peter says, "the day 
of visitation." 

Here we read "the lord commended the 
unjust steward,'' not �or his unrighteousness in 
taking his master's property, but the instruction 
the Lord means to convey is, that if you use the 
property en trusted to you, in view of the future, 
as the unjust steward did, He ,:vill approve you. 
The Lord says, It is all My property, and if you 
use My money in that way, I \vill approve you. 
They were looking at the present advantage of 
riches ; but the point is, that the Lord connects 
it with the future; therefore the chapter finishes 
up with the parable of Dives and Lazarus. 
Which was the best off in the end, the poor 
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man or the rich man? "Thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things ;" but ,vhat is their place in the 
future? You see, beloved friends, you must 
take into account that you are in a place 
where the Lord is rejected; the Lord takes 
an interest in every one of us, whether poor 
or rich; but what He is shewing here is that 
earthly goods are His property, and the way He 
\\-·ould like you to use them. It is not that 
He would like you to neglect yourself and 
be ascetic, but the real good of the possessions 
is that you can make friends for the future ; 
that is, that as you spend for the Lord and 
for the benefit of others what is properly His, 
but entrusted to you for the time being, it will 
be for your advantage in the kingdom. There
fore it is said "laying up in store for them
selves a good foundation against the time to 
cor!le"; that refers to earthly possessions. Some 
think it is an easy thing, but I believe it is 
a very difficult thing : " He that is faithful in 
that which is least, is faithful also in much,.

and he that is unjust in the least, is uniust 
also in much." " If ye have not been faithful in 
that which is another man's, who shall give 
you that which is your own ? " "Your own " is 
heavenly things. I believe we have to own 
how little we have regarded what is called 
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earthly means as really belonging to the Lord, 
so that ,ve seek His approval whether we spend 
it on ourselves or 0n others. It is not merely a 
question whether you can afford it, but whether 
He approves of it 

Now we come to chapter xvii., and here the 
Lord brings before us another test : He says, 
"It is impossible but that offences will come, 
but woe unto him through whom they come.'' 
In such a scene as this is we necessarily find it 
difficult to get on ; we are baffled by the things 
about us here, therefore the Lord says in verse 3, 
"Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother tres
pass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
forgive him. And if he trespass against thee 
s.even times in a day, and seven times in a 
day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 
shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto 
the Lord, Increase our faith." They as Jews 
knew what it was to 100k for their rights, but it 
was entirely a new lesson that they were to for
give a man that had trespassed against them 
seven times in a day if he repented. (There is a 
good bit of the legal element in us all.) There
fore the apostles say to the Lord, " Increase our 
faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree "-(the ,vild fig-tree, that sets 
forth the Jewish order of things)-'' Be thou 
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plucked up by the root, and be thou planted 
in the sea ; and it should obey you." Then 
He tells them that whatever they do they 
have only done their duty, and in what follows 
He gives them an example. 

As He was going on there met Him ten lepers, 
who besought Him that He would heal them. 
"And when he saw them, he said unto them, 
Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God." They were all cleansed, 
but there was only one man who came to Christ. 
You may say, did not the Lord desire them 
to go to the priest? Yes ! but when they were 
cleansed they ought to have understood the 
presence of God. The nine who went on were 
like the mass of Christians now, healed, but 
seeking by ordinances, or in one way or 
another, to learn approach to God. Practically, 
these nine lepers turned to Leviticus xiv. in 
order to find approach; but one man went 
direct to the Lord, and found approach. Any 
one who has found approach will understand 
the great difference. This man found approach 
to Christ! What a moment! This is literally 
what a soul finds when sealed by the Holy 
Ghost : "In whom, also after that ye believed, 
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ye were sealed with that HoJy Spirit of 
promise." He '' fr.11 down on his face at his 
feet, giving him thanks." Anci that is plainly 
approach ; he has to do with the Lord Himself. 
No one is in the happiness of all sin being 
removed, until he has found approach. Many 
have found escape who have not found the 
blessedness of approach-of going to Himself. 
In this chapter we find what is the true place 
for us here upon the earth, because it shews that 
we are in a world of difficulties, and we have to 
help one another, and shew grace to one another, 
and as we learn this, \Ve have to break with all the 
legal order of things; we are outside of it all, 
but outside it, we find approach to the Lord. 
No language of 1nine could convey to you 
the nature of the enjoyment that that man 
had when he was at Jesus' feet. In figure he 

had parted company with himself, but he was in 
the company of the Lord : it is a moment of 
inexpressible joy, a moment that could nevel 
be forgotten; he became acquainted \vith the 
Lord. 

The subject of the kingdom comes in at 
the end of this chapter, but I do not d,vell 
upon it because it relates to the judgment 
that is to come ; the Jewish remnant is referred 

to and the judgment ; " One shall be taken, 
and the other left." 
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In prospect of the kingdom there is great 
instruction for us in seeing the characteristics of 
those who belong to the kingdom. If you turn 
to chapter xviii. you will see that the first 
characteristic is that a person has nothing to 
say for himself: "He spake this parable unto 
certain which trusted in themselves that they 
\\·ere righteous, and despised others :" two 
men went up to the temple to pray; the one 
had nothing to say for himself-that is the 
first characteristic ; he says, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner." Then, following on that, 
in verse I 5, " They brought unto him also 
infants, that he would touch them : but when 
his disciples sa,v it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not : for of such is the kingdom of God." Now, 
beloved friends, it is of deep importance that 
we should sec the characteristics of those who 
belong to the kingdom. The Lord says of little 
children, " of such is the kingdom of God,'1 
because· \\'hat characterises a little child is, it 
has no antecedents, nothing that it can fall back 
upon ; it clings, and it cries. There is some
thing extremely touching in the way a soul 
truly rests on God. There is :lependence 
and confidence. I have no dependence in my
self; I may not even know what to ask Him ; 

I 
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but just like a child I cling and I cry, and I 
kno\v that He understands. An infant has 
three or four different cries, and a mother 
understands the meaning of each cry. But 
I \Vant to press on you the wonderful de
pendence and confidence that such a soul 
has, and that is the first great characteristic 
of being in the kingdom of God. Any of 
you who have been truly exercised will cor
roborate what I say, that of ten the time you 
have found the deepest blessing was when you 
did not even know what to say, but all you 
could do was to cling ; you kne,v that He 
had what you wanted, and you were shut in 
to Him ; you could not perhaps explain it to 
yourself, but you ·were really cast upon Him. 
"Of such is the kingdom of God." 

That is not all. No,v (ver. 18) comes a 
certain ruler, saying, "Good Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said 
unto him, Why callest thou me good ? none 
is good, save one, that is, God. Thou knowest 
the commandments, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. And 
he said, All these have I kept from my youth 

up.'' The Lord only asked him. five command
ments-those which relate to man; the four 
commandments that relate to God were not 
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mentioned, nor did He name the tenth com4 

mandment, which relates to the secret motive 
of the heart-" Thou shalt not covet." Clearly 
he was an admirable young man. In Mark's 
gospel, which gives the servant character of 
the Lord, \Ve read : "Jesus beholding him 
loved him ;" but He tells him that he lacks 
one thing, according to the Lord's requirement 
in chapter xiv., and that \vas, to forsake all 
that he had. '' Now ,vhen Jesus heard these 
things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one 
thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven : and come, follow me.'' Follow Me, the 
rejected One; but he could not follow Him, 
he was too much interested in his possessions. 
Beloved friends, what a picture it is of many 
a Christian, who is too much interested in his 
possessions here to follow the Lord. The 
characteristic of the one who is waiting for the 
kingdom is, that he follows Christ in His 
rejection. 

I trust the Lord 1.vill give light to every one of 
us to see that it is a beautiful path ; it is indeed 
a path outside this world, but what wonderful 
blessings and wonderful interests we find ,vith 
the Lord in that path. " And when he heard 
this, he was very sorrowful, for he was very 
rich." Why was he sorrowful? He \vould like 
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to follow if he could follow and still keep what 

he had. Many Christians would like to follow, 
but they do not, because they think if they take 
that path they will have to lose earthly things, 

like this young 1nan. He would have been very 

much pleased if the Lord had said, You may 
keep all you have and come with Me: but no, it 
was to part with all he had and come with Him. 
"When Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, 
he said, How difficultly " (it should be trans
lated) "shall those who have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God '' ! It is not a question 
of the riches themselves, but of the riches hold
ing him. " It is easier for a camel to go through 
a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter lnto 
the kingdom of God ;" that is, a man that is 
well satisfied with his possessions here. "And 
they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?'' 
It was strange to the Jews to hear this; but you 
must bear in mind that the J e\vish element is 
the thing that hampers us; we may think we 
are free of it, but we are not. "And he said, 
The things which are impossible with men are 
possible with God." 

Now in the next verse we get Peter's boast, 
" Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.'' We 

read in chapter v. how they forsook all and 
followed Him; it was not in the day of their 
poverty that they followed Him. And that 
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is what I like to see-a man breaking with 
things here to follow the Lord, not when he 
can find nothing else, but when he is in his 

brightest day naturally. It was ,.vhen their 
ships were full of fish that "they brought their 
ships to land, forsook all, and followed him.'' 
We can understand how the crowd around 
,vould say, "What fools they are I they have 
got a great blessing from heaven, for this great 
take of fish was a miracle, and what did they 
do? They brought their ships to land and 
forsook all, and followed a poor man "! Do you 
think they lost by it, beloved friends? No, they 
had His company. While He was here upon 
earth it was a wonderful time to them, little 
as they understood it, and they must have felt 
when He went like unfledged birds that fall out 
of the nest; they were scattered. Peter says, 
"We have left all and followed thee." And the 
Lord's reply is important for us to bear in 
mind. "Verily I say unto you, There is no 
man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, 
or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's 
sake, who shall not receive manifold more in this 

present time, and in the world to come life ever
lasting." There is nothing that you have parted 

with for the kingdom of God's sake that you do 

not receive manifold more for in this present 

time ; I do not say you get it in natural things, 
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I think it is a mistake to say so. Peter might 
have said, I never made by it, but he ,vould 
not, he dare not say so, for he had got manifold 
more in the company of the Lord, and the 
company of the Lord is compensation for the 
greatest losses and the greatest sacrifices that 
ever were made by man upon this earth. I 
have seen men sorry for the sacrifices they had 
made, sorry that they had parted with their 
fortune or profession or business or whatever 
it was, and I have seen the Lord give it back 
to them ; but it was not for their spiritual 
prosperity. Here the Lord says, "Shall receive 
manifold more in this present time ;" and ,vhat 
did they receive? HIMSELF ! I trust 
many in this room will say, Well, Himself, 
His own company is better than anything \.ve 
could lose in this \.vorld ; that can more than 
make up for any surrender or any loss on this 
earth. 

I need not add more ; I desire that every 
one in this room may be really moved in heart to 
be here for the Lord in this scene of His rejec
tion. I trust that ·we are glad to be of His 
new company, not expecting anything from 
the place where our Lord was rejected, but 
daily receiving joys unspeakable, joys t."n this 
place, though not fro11i this place ; and thus we 
shall prove that as we follow the Lord we are 
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not losing, for we have deeper acquaintance 

with Hhnself. And therefore, as Paul says, 
" J f we suffer " (endure), " \Ve shall also reign 
with him." We are looking for the day of 
His appearing: ,ve "love his appearing." 

The Lord grant that each of us may be 
more distinctly for Him as we walk on the 
earth, in this place of His rejection, for His 
name's sake. 

J,cmdon: G. MoRRISH, 20, J>uternoster Squnre, E.O. 
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