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"Let us hold fast the confession of hope without wavering; for 
He is faithful that promised; and let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works. Not forsaking the assem
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but encourag
ing one another, and so much the more as ye see the day approach
ing^ (Heb. x:23-2S). 

It is written in the first chapter of Colossians that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is to have the pre-eminence, the first 
place in all things. I am persuaded that this is the desire 
of all our hearts as we come together once more to study 
His Word and to listen to its precious teachings. If our 
hearts are longing for Him, if it is our desire to give Him 
in our lives the first place, and the purpose of our coming 
together is to have a better knowledge of Himself, then the 
Holy Spirit will satisfy our desire and we shall be blest. 
And so it was my intention to present Himself, or some
thing concerning His Person, in this first meeting, but some
how I have been constrained to read to you the familiar 
verses from the Epistle to the Hebrews and that mostly for 
the incentive given, why the exhortations should be carried 
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out. "As ye see the day approaching." These words have 
been sounding and resounding in my own heart. I believe 
this conference should at this time emphasize as never before 
the solemn truth of the Coming of our Lord and the immi-
nency of that event. May this great truth come to all who 
enter this tent, with a freshness and power, which will lead 
to a greater devotion and faithfulness to our coming Lord, 
to the Praise and Glory of His Name. I want to speak 
to you this evening for a little while on this solemn fact, 
that we see the day approaching and then in the light of the 
nearing day we shall consider our present responsibilities. 
May He Himself speak to our hearts. 

I. "As ye see the day approaching!' It is always good to 
remember whenever we read the different exhortations in 
this Epistle, that these exhortations had a special signi
ficance for the believing Hebrews, to whom this Epistle was 
first of all addressed. This solves most of the difficulties 
some people have in this Epistle. The temple was still 
standing and these believers moved in the midst of an apos
tate nation. They were surrounded by many dangers. 
Their days were solemn days. And here to encourage them, 
the Holy Spirit in exhorting them to faithfulness called their 
attention to the approaching day. What day did He mean ? 
I doubt not that first of all the day is in view in which judg
ment came upon that wicked city, Jerusalem, however that 
day is connected according to the law of prophetic vista 
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wiih the great day, so prominently revealed in the whole 
Bible, when the Lord is visibly revealed, when He comes 
in Glory and Power with His mighty angels. 

Our Lord had revealed the doom of Jerusalem, the de
struction of the temple and the dispersion of the nation. 
And now these believers in Jerusalem saw that day ap
proaching. They suffered much, even to the spoiling of 
their goods which they took joyfully. They were in danger 
of drawing back and siding with the ungodly masses; they 
beheld scenes of violence, bloodshed, lawlessness and dis
order. They saw in these events, in the conditions present 
in their time, the day approaching. The Holy Spirit takes 
these facts and exhorts them to steadfastness and later as 
we know to leave the whole camp, to go outside and to suffer 
His reproach. 

And the judgment came upon Jerusalem. Every Word 
which our Lord had spoken came true. For almost two 
thousand years Jerusalem is being trodden down by the 
Gentiles and the great day for which all wait has been 
drawing nearer and nearer. 

And what day is it? It is the day of His own appearing. 
The day when He shall be revealed from heaven, with His 
mighty angels in flaming, fire taking vengeance upon all 
that know not God and that obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The day, when He shall come to be 
glorified in His Saints and to be admired in all them that 
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believed. What a day it will be at last, when His enemies 
will be made His footstool and He will appear in person and 
visible Glory! It will be the day of His triumph and 
Glory. What a day it will be for us and for all His re
deemed ones, for we shall be manifested with Him and while 
His Glory covers the heavens it will also cover us and every 
sinner saved by Grace and brought to Glcry will reflect His 
own image and His own Glory. 

And it is this day we see approaching. Of course, it has 
been approaching throughout this present age. Every year 
has brought the day nearer. It is therefore true that the 
day could be seen approaching by every generation. But 
never before has there been a time like ours in which that 
day is seen so rapidly approaching. Never before have the 
signs of the nearness of that day been so ominous and so 
numerous and constantly increasing. We are witnessing 
things, events and conditions which, no doubt, generations 
before us have witnessed, but never in such an intense and 
full way as we do. 

To this I wish to add that throughout the world we find 
to-day among true believers, who have intelligence in the 
teachings of the Word of God concerning the things to come, 
a consciousness of this fact that the long expected day is 
rapidly drawing near. 

And how do we see the day approaching? I do not in
tend to enumerate all the signs of the times, nor to enlarge 
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upon present day conditions. But let us look at just a few 
things. 

In Second Thessalonians we read that that day does not 
come till there be first the falling away. This is the repeated 
testimony of the Holy Spirit in different parts of the New 
Testament. The days preceding His Coming will be days 
of departure from the faith, perilous times. Instead of the 
doctrine of Christ, the doctrines of demons, seducing spirits 
will make a frightful headway. The great mass of profess
ing Christians will no longer endure sound doctrine and 
turning their ears from the truth, they will be turned to 
fables. The vast majority of the Christian profession living 
in the last days is characterized by the Holy Spirit as lovers 
of themselves, lovers of money and lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God, having the form of godliness and deny
ing the power thereof. All this is well known to every 
reader of the Bible. 

A falling away from the faith has been going on for a 
long time, but has it ever been so prominent, so widespread 
and so wilful, as in the present day? Think of the delib
erate, satanic efforts made against the Bible. These come 
no longer from without but from within. If certain infidels 
who lived a hundred years ago were living to-day I am sure 
they would be welcomed to fellowship by the apostate teach
ers of Christendom. 

Then think of the dishonor done to our blessed Lord and 
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His great work on the cross. Apostasy is clearly seen on all 
sides and there is no way and no means to stem the tide. It 
will sweep on. How long will God stand it? How soon 
the Lord may execute His righteous threat, "I will spew 
thee out of my mouth?" 

Again we read in the Word: "For when they shall say, 
Peace and Safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall 
not escape/' This is spoken in view of the coming day. 
Such a time of outward prosperity, of outward peace, we 
witness at this time. Look at the progress which is being 
made and the many new inventions. All is calculated to 
make life easier, and a doomed world rushing on to the fire 
of the great day more attractive. The devil has many 
lullabies which he sings into the ears of the world, includ
ing the religious world. They are heaping treasures to
gether ; they are building their towns and cities in iniquity 
and with blood, wearying themselves for vanity and labor
ing for the fire. 

God has given His warnings as never before. Since the 
beginning of this century, the twentieth, catastrophe upon 
catastrophe has happened. Tidal waves, earthquakes, vol
canic eruptions, great cities devastated, and cruel wars, one 
thing after the other; but the warnings are unheeded and 
the world goes on in blindness and along with the world a 
still blinder professing church. 
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Then think of the unrest, which, after all, is about in the 
world and among the nations. It becomes more and more 
pronounced. Lawlessness is in the air. Thrones and gov
ernments are in a shaky condition, indicating the nearness of 
the time when lawlessness will prevail, and the great leader, 
the lawless One, will make His appearance. 

There is just one more sign which speaks mightily to our 
hearts, dear friends, of the approaching day. Look at the 
condition of the Jewish people. They are the nation of des
tiny and prominently concerned in that day, when the Son 
of David will come and claim the throne of His father 
David. Think of the awful outbreaks against a part of that 
people. And that in a land, which, as we believe, is closely 
associated with the final events of the closing of the age. 
In all probability more than 20,000 Hebrews were slaugh
tered in Russia during the past year and a half, and perhaps 
four times as many wounded. And these outbreaks will not 
down. They occur in spite of national protests and sym
pathy again and again. There is no other way of looking 
upon these atrocities as being forerunners of that prophetic 
period, called the "day of Jacob's trouble" or "the great 
tribulation." Then there is the great national revival among 
them. These persecutions, especially the last one, have been 
a great help to Zionism. This movement is practically the 
start of the restoration of a part of that people in unbelief. 
They are getting ready to act their great part. 
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But enough. Much else might be said. We see indeed 
that day approaching. And yet we shall not see that day 
here on earth, nor shall we behold the evil things which 
precede the day. Our blessed Hope is to be gathered unto 
Him. The promise we have from Him is that we shall be 
kept out of the hour of trial, which is to come before that 
day of His power and glorious manifestation. And when 
will that blessed Hope be realized ? When will He call His 
own to be with Him ? It may take place at any time. The 
approaching of the day, which we see in some of these 
ominous signs we mentioned, makes us very confident to say, 
that the days of the true church upon earth are but a few 
more. We are living in the fourth watch; the midnight is 
behind us and we are waiting for the rising of the morning 
star. At any moment the morning star may appear; at any 
moment He may call us home, by that mighty shout He 
will give from the air. And then we shall be home with 
Him. Forever with the Lord. How often we have said 
these words or sung them. Is it reality to us at this time? 
Oh! how soon, how very soon all may be changed. God 
by His Spirit make it real, this solemn truth real, to us ; the 
day is approaching; our gathering together unto Him is not 
far hence. 

II. And what effect should this solemn fact have upon 
us ? It should stir us as nothing else. Let us consider then 
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"how great our responsibilities are in these days and if we are 
really fulfilling these responsibilities. 

The Lord has been good to all of us. He has not alone 
saved us, but He has also given us to know and to enjoy the 
blessed truths revealed in His Word. He has opened His 
treasure house to us and shown to most of us His own rich 
things. How much indeed He has given to us. And this 
carries with it responsibility. Are we alive to our respon
sibility ? Are we faithful in all things ? Are we acting out, 
living out, what we believe and confess ? These are earnest 
questions and it will be good for us to look straight at 
them in the beginning of this conference. Soon we will be 
relieved of all responsibilities. The Coming of the Lord 
will cut short the opportunities and the privileges which we 
have now. Then we shall have to appear before His judg
ment seat to give an account; faithfulness to our trust will 
then be an impossibility and we will be either approved 01; 
disapproved by Him. 

It is a fourfold responsibility I want to mention. We have 
a responsibility towards our Lord, a responsibility towards 
the truth of God; a responsibility towards our fellow be
lievers, our brethren and a responsibility towards the unsaved 
world. 

This is the time of our responsibility, and a little time it 
is indeed which is left to us in which to show our faithful
ness. 
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And what is our responsibility towards Himself? Think 
of it, what He has done for us, what He constantly does 
for us, and who He is. He gave His life for us, He bought 
us at that infinite price. He saved us. He dwells in us and 
has given us the Holy Spirit as the abiding guest. In glory 
He is in the presence of God for us as our Advocate and 
Priest. With what love and tenderness He constantly cares 
for us. And what is our responsibility towards such a 
Saviour and such a Lord? Surely it is devotedness and 
faithfulness to Him. We are exhorted to walk worthy of 
the Lord. "He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself 
also so to walk, even as He walked." We are royal priests 
and as such called to show forth His excellencies. 

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
These words and many similar ones are well known to us, 
but how far have they been reality in our lives ? We may 
know all the great and blessed facts of our position in Christ 
and what we are made in Him, but has our position or union 
with Christ been manifested in our walk, to the Praise and 
Glory of His Name? Every one of the great redemption 
truths, showing what God in Christ has done for us, has a 
corresponding practical side. The unseen doctrines re
vealed to faith must become real and seen in the lives of 
God's people. And this glorifies Christ and the Father. 
This exalts Him. How we all have failed in it and how 
little we have lived Christ and made known in our daily 
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walk our position in Christ and our heavenly Hope. The 
times in which we see the day approaching, these last days, 
are days when the person of Christ is dishonored; so much 
the more is it our responsibility to show our devotion to our 
Lord and honor Him by holy living. "Thou has not denied 
my Name" is one of His words of approval to Philadel
phia; it means all that which we have indicated in these 
brief words. Think of it! How near He is, how soon He 
will call us away from out of the midst of this perverse and 
crooked generation, into His own presence, to see Him face 
to face. Then we shall no longer be able to discharge the 
present responsibility towards Himself. Oh, let us in the 
light of the approaching day be faithful, more faithful to 
Him. I am sure if this is the case we shall be faithful in 
everything else. 

We have also a responsibility towards the Truth of God. 
The Truth of God is deposited in the Word. The Faith once 
and for all delivered unto the Saints is contained in the 
Bible. This faith, every article of it, is being attacked in our 
day; this fact gives us our responsibility. You remember 
what it says in the last Epistle of the New Testament, the 
Epistle of Jude. "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to 
write unto you of the common salvation I was constrained to 
write unto you and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for our faith once and for all delivered unto the 
Saints." This gives us our responsibility towards the Truth 
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committed into our hands. While the enemy attacks it we 
must stand in firmness for it. These are not days for trim
mers and cowards. Many of this class are swept along with 
the current of denial of the faith. One has to be out and out. 
The least departure from the faith is not alone dangerous 
but disastrous. This demands separation from all which is 
against the Faith and obedient submission to the Word of 
God as our only authority. "Thou hast kept my Word" is 
what He approves. And what an honor and privilege it is to 
stand firm and unmovable in these days for that precious 
faith. Heaven and earth shall pass away but never one of 
His Words. Do we realize our privilege and our respon
sibility? What a day it will be when all comes true what 
the Truth of God has declared, and then shall we rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of Glory, if we held fast the 
form of sound words. 

And then we have the responsibility towards our brethren, 
our fellow believers and fellow members of the body. 
The exhortations in the passage we have read tell us of 
this responsibility. Besides holding fast the confession 
of Hope without wavering, our responsibility one to an
other is mentioned. We are to consider one another 
to provoke to love and good works. Then we are not to for
sake our assembling of ourselves together and in the third 
place to exhort, or as it should be, to encourage one an
other. All these exhortations to the discharge of our re-
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sponsibility goes on the basis that the assembly is one, that 
there is one body. Let me say that we, who have received 
so much of all these precious truths, have a far greater re
sponsibility than others, who are ignorant of what most of 
us enjoy. 

In the first place, all who love His appearing, who wait for 
Him, who desire to magnify the Lord, to be firm for the 
faith, have a responsibility to carry out these exhortations 
amongst themselves as given here in connection with the 
approaching day. "Assembling ourselves together/' that is 
to come together as an assembly, gathered unto the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, will always be possible as long as 
He tarries. When this is done, whenever and wherever such 
an assembling together takes place, not in connection with a 
sect or party, there is a testimony for the blessed truths of 
the Word of God. There will be fellowship. May this not 
be reasonably expected that all true believers in these last 
days may be brought together, not exactly by the efforts of 
men or a company of men, but by the Holy Spirit; sick and 
tired of present day conditions in the apostasy of the pro
fessing church, brought together by the blessed Hope. Is 
it not our solemn responsibility to have this so? I looked 
at the word used here for "assembling together" and dis
covered that in the original it is used only once more in the 
New Testament. The other time it is found in the first verse 
of 2 Thess. I I . "Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the 
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coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering to
gether unto Him/' In Hebrews the gathering together is on 
the earth} in the Second Thessalonians the gathering together 
is in the air to meet the Lord there. Soon this latter as
sembling will take place. If the tares are bundled together 
before they are burned, a fact which we can almost witness 
to-day, may not the wheat be brought together likewise? 
Let us then realize our responsibility in these solemn days 
one to another, our responsibility of not forsaking our as
sembling together, so much the more as we see the day ap
proaching. What a sight it would be to see all who love 
His appearing, all who are the Lord's united! What Glory 
it would be to Himself! 

In the second place, we have also a responsibility towards 
other believers, equally dear to the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
are the weak and starving sheep; many of them in awful 
bondage to the teachings and traditions of men; ignorant 
of the blessed truths the Lord has given to us. And yet' 
they are our brethren, they are the Lord's. Think of the 
thousands and hundreds of thousands throughout our land 
who have never heard of the Second Coming of Christ, the 
doctrines concerning the church of the Holy Spirit, and 
other doctrines. Have we no responsibility towards these? 
How then shall they ever hear about the truth, how can 
they ever be delivered out of error an^ out of bondage unless 
we go after them and teach them, unless we get into loving 
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touch with these neglected members of His Body. This 
is a solemn responsibility we have to fulfill. It will never do 
to shut ourselves up to ourselves or with a few who are 
likeminded and have Bible readings just for ourselves. It 
is for us to reach out after every member of the Body of 
Christ and carry the message to them. Let me say while 
many of us have slept and have been neglectful the enemy 
has not slept. He has been very busy to look after thousands 
of them. He has put out a spurious seed which looks almost 
like the wheat, but which is the rankest poison, in itself a 
denial of the faith, though it is offered as the faith. Thou
sands have accepted it and have been poisoned by it. I mean 
the delusions of Millennial Dawnism as well as other here
sies. What have we done to give our fellow-believerr the 
precious truths we know? Answer this question not to ne 
but to the Lord who will soon be here. Perhaps we have 
often sat in criticism upon ignorant believers, denounced the 
different denominations as unscriptural. Let me say it will 
never do. I believe the Lord has no sympathy with that 
kind of spirit. Let us seek them in love and speak the truth 
to them in love and He will honor our testimony. 

In the fourth place in view of the approaching day of the 
Lord we have a responsibility towards the world. We owe 
a debt to all, who know not the Gosnel. That marvelous 
Grace has made us a debtor. Should the Lord come to
night think of the multitudes who will be shut out and face 
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tribulation, wrath, and eternal punishment. How can we 
rest knowing this is so? Teachers of evil doctrines con
cerning the future state often point out the inconsistency 
of believers in eternal punishment, in that they do so little in 
helping to make the Gospel known and going out after the 
unsaved. What do we do to make the Gospel known ? To 
how many persons have we spoken in these solemn days 
about their souls' salvation? We must buy out the oppor
tunity, make the very best of the little time which is left, 
be instant in season and out of season, warn, exhort and 
by our voice, by our lives, by our money, in every pos
sible way preach the Gospel, present a willing Saviour 
to dying-men and women. It was A. J. Gordon who 
sat< that he ceased to pray to the Lord to have com
pel'sion upon the world for it seemed as if the Lord said 
to him, "I have had compassion upon the world, it is for 
you now to have compassion." And in view of the ap
proaching day and these responsibilities, what is our 
need. The first need we have is confession and humilia
tion. Let us go on our knees before the Lord and just tell 
Him all our failures. Let us confess how poor and weak 
we have been and we are. How often we have dishonored 
Him, how unfaithful we were. How little we have fulfilled 
our responsibilities, how often we let the very best oppor
tunities slip by without making use of them? Let us be 
broken down and humble ourselves before Him. This is 
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the way to blessing, to restoration, to new service and to 
greater power upon that service. 

Then we need to have the Lord more real before our 
hearts and in our lives. A greater reality of the Person of 
Christ as our Lord is what we want in these days. To be 
in closer touch with Himself, directed by Him, who is our 
glorified and exalted head, is our need. And that will lead 
us to His feet and keep us occupied with Himself and utterly 
dependent upon Himself. 

We need to be much in prayer. This will be the result of 
a greater reality of Himself. We will seek Him and His 
gracious communion and in prayer ascertain His will in all 
things. Living in these days may we not expect as close 
a guidance by Himself and by His Spirit as His own had in 
the beginning of the age? And then in fellowship with 
Him, directed by Him we must go forth to the service to 
which He calls and for which He fits us. The ministry 
given to some of us may not be large in the eyes of some, 
but it is not the question cf having a large ministry, the 
question is one of faithfulness. To Archippus it is said in 
the closing verses of Colossians, "Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it." 
What is a great gift if it is unused or little used, if the one 
who possesses it is not faithful with it. 

Above all let us remember that He is with us. He is 
alongside of each one and His power ready to back us up. 
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He has given to us an open door and that door will always 
be open as long as He tarries and as long as we are faithful. 
He will never fail us. Let us go forward with the vision of 
the approaching day and Himself before our eyes. We may 
confidently expect great blessing upon us personally, bless
ing upon others through us and blessing upon the Gospel. 

And oh! what will it be at last when we are at home with 
Him and hear from Himself those blessed words, "Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant." 

+Hr 
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Matthew xxvn-13. 

The study of this most solemn parable spoken by our 
Lord is surely very opportune. It is also necessary be
cause certain wrong interpretations are being made of 
this parable, which have been accepted by not a few of 
God's people. 

We find the parable of the ten virgins exclusively in 
the Gospel of Matthew, and here it is a part of the great 
discourse of our Lord, generally known as the Olivet 
discourse. Three great discourses of the Lord are re
corded by the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of Matthew* The 
first is the so-called "sermon on the mount." This con
tains the proclamation of the King concerning His King
dom. The second discourse is found in the 13th chapter; 
this is composed of seven parables in which the Lord 
makes known the mysteries of the Kingdom. In the last 
great discourse He reveals the Future. First He reveals 
the future of the Jews, how the Jewish age will close, 
what great events are yet to take place in the land of 
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Israel. He speaks of the great tribulation, which is yet 
in store for the Jews and immediately after the days of 
that great tribulation, He will come in power and great 
glory. At the close of His discourse He reveals the future 
of the Gentile nations, who are on earth when He comes 
again. He will take His place upon His own glorious 
throne and all nations will be gathered before Him. They 
will be separated by the King, as a shepherd separates 
the sheep and the goats. Between these two predictions 
concerning the future, the beginning and the end of this 
discourse He gives three parables. These parables do not 
relate to the Jews nor to the Gentile nations nor do they 
refer to the period of time, the end of the age, of which 
He speaks in the first part of Matthew xxiv. In these 
three parables the Lord shows the conditions which will 
prevail during the time of His absence from this earth. 
This period of time is the present Christian age. The 
three parables of the prudent and evil servant, the wise 
and the foolish virgins and the faithful and the slothful 
servants give us a picture of the state of the entire Chris
tian profession. This is seen in the very beginning of 
this parable The parable of the ten virgins is one, which 
relates to the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of 
heaven has here the same meaning as in Matthew xiii, 
that is, it means the entire sphere of Christian profes
sion. 



21 

And now before we follow the different stages of this 
important parable I want to mention very briefly the two 
wrong interpretations, which like all other errors in our 
day, become more and more widespread. The first 
claims that the virgins do not represent Christians at all, 
but that they represent the Jewish remnant during the 
end of the age. The parable, according to this interpre
tation, will be fulfilled in the future. I am not going to 
enter into the different arguments which are advanced to 
support this view, but only wish to point out one fact, 
which is sufficient to disprove this theory. The ten vir
gins fell asleep, which, as we shall see later, means that 
they no longer expected the coming of the Bridegroom. 
Is it possible to conceive that the believing Jews during 
the great tribulation, when everything points to the rapid 
consummation of the age, can go to sleep? This to my 
mind is sufficient to overthrow this theory, not to speak 
of other reasons. 

Another interpretation holds that the ten virgins rep
resent indeed Christians. However, the foolish virgins 
are looked upon as true Christians, only they lacked a 
maturity of growth, depth of consecration, were not bap
tized with the Holy Spirit, or had the so-called "second 
blessing/' All this the wise virgins possessed. This is 
the favorable view with a certain class of holiness people. 
Others try to prove from it the theory of a first fruit rap-
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ture. The wise virgins are the first fruits and they 
are taken first. The foolish will have to pass through the 
tribulation and will be taken later. Against such teach
ing we simply hold up the words of the Lord, when He 
as Bridegroom tells the foolish virgins "I know you not." 
They were never His, they never knew Him and there
fore they do not represent true Christians. Never will the 
Lord say this word to any one who has truly trusted in 
Him, no matter how weak and ignorant, how imperfect and 
erring that one may be. 

And now let us look at the details of this parable, 
which gives us a picture of the attitude and character 
of the professing church up to the time when the Bride
groom comes. 

Four historic stages can be easily traced in this para
ble. Three of them are passed and the fourth is im
minent. At any moment the fourth may become actual 
history. They are the following: 

i. A description of the Christian profession in its be
ginning and its characteristics. 2. The falling asleep of 
the virgins. 3. The Midnight cry. 4. The Coming of the 
Bridegroom. We are living in the days when the mid
night cry is heard and are facing the fourth great event 
of this parable, the Coming of the Bridegroom, the en
trance of the wise virgins to be with Him and the shut-



23 

ting out of the foolish And this it is which makes this 
parable so very solemn in the days in which we are living. 

I. "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took their lamps and went forth to meet 
the Bridegroom." In 2nd Corinthians we read that the 
virgin is used as a type of the church. "I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ." The Lord in the parable uses the fig
ure of ten virgins, because the parable does not altogether 
refer to the true church, His Bride, but because He had 
in mind the conditions of that which professes to be the 
church. The number ten is the number of testimony 
and responsibility. Nevertheless we learn from the be
ginning of this parable what true Christianity is. The 
characteristics of the Christian calling are three-fold: 
separation, manifestation and expectation. Separation 
from the world, * going forth with lamps, which are 
for giving light, to shine as lights while the Bride
groom is not here, and then to go forth to meet the Bride
groom. One can read in these characteristics the very 
words and thoughts with which the Holy Spirit describes 
the Thessalonian Christians, "How ye turned to God from 
idols, to serve the true and the living God and to wait for 
His Son from heaven." The emphasis in this parable is 
upon the last of these characteristics. The whole body 
of Christians in the beginning went out to meet the Bride-
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groom. The blessed Hope of the coming of the Lord was 
the Hope and the expectation of the church in the very-
start. It was the original attitude of the true church and 
bears witness to the heavenly hope and heavenly calling 
of the church 

Tn the next two verses the inner condition of the ten 
virgins is laid bare. It is noteworthy that the condition is 
stated first, the demonstration of it comes later; after the 
midnight cry had been sounded the foolishness of the five 
becomes manifested. The division of these virgins in five 
wise and five foolish, brings out the fact that in the pro
fessing church two classes of people are found, the true 
and the false, saved and unsaved, professing and posses
sing. The wise represent such who have believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who have personal knowledge of 
Christ and are sealed with the Spirit; they have the unc
tion of the Holy One, which is represented by the oil. 
The foolish are such who have the form of godliness and 
deny the power thereof. They represent such who 
have taken the outward profession but lacked the reality. 
As they never truly trusted in Christ they have not the 
oil, the Holy Spirit. The objection has been made that 
the foolish virgins can hardly represent unsaved persons, 
because they are called virgins and went out to meet the 
Bridegroom. In their profession they were virgins, and 
in profession they had gone out to meet the Bridegroom. 
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Another objection is raised. Did they not later say "give us 
of your oil, else how could they say that their lamps were 
going out?" Then they must have had some oil, else how 
could they say that their lamps were going out? There 
is no proof at all in this that they might have a certain 
supply of oil. I t is distinctly said that they only took 
lamps, but they did not take oil. They may have made 
an attempt to light the wick of their lamps only to see 
that they did not give light and went out. No, they 
never possessed the oil, just as the great mass of profes
sing Christians in our days have lamps, an outward form, 
but no reality. Christ was never accepted and therefore the 
Holy Spirit and His power is lacking. A fearful condition 
it is! Alas, the thousands and hundreds of thousands 
who are in that condition to-day! 

2. A second stage historically is seen in the fifth verse. 
"While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept." Both the foolish and the wise grew heavy, became 
drowsy and then slept. This has been interpreted in dif
ferent ways. However, the meaning of it is not hard to 
discover. The Bridegroom tarried and they no longer 
expected Him. As the centuries went on the professing 
church gave up the blessed Hope and ceased looking for 
the Lord. This is a historic fact. The Coming of the 
Bridegroom was forgotten and all, the most earnest be
lievers as well as the mere professing ones slept, and for 
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long centuries nothing was heard of the Bridegroom and 
His Coming. Darkness and confusion prevailed in dis-
pensational t ruths; the writings extending over hundreds 
of years witness to this fact. Of the end of the world, a 
universal judgment day, and the Day of wrath something 
was heard occasionally, but the blessed Hope as it was 
known in the beginning was completely forgotten. Nothing 
is heard of it for many, many centuries. This is the second 
great historic event. The Lord was no longer expected. 

3. And now we come to the third. "And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold the Bridegroom! go out to 
meet Him." The question is has this period been reached, 
or are we still to wait for such a startling cry, reaching 
the ears of both the wise and the foolish, the professing 
and the possessing? Some teach in our day that that cry 
is the same as the shout which is mentioned in 1 Thess. 
iv, the shout which the descending Lord will give to call 
His own into His presence. But that is incorrect. The 
midnight cry and the shout of the Lord have no connec
tion. The shout of the Lord is the^ first word which He 
will utter. His last word was, "Behold I come quickly." 
The next word will be His shout. The midnight cry is 
not uttered by Himself, but it is given by the Holy Spirit. 
And has the midnight cry been given by the Holy Spirit? 
Has there been a revival of the blessed Hope of the Com
ing of the Lord? Did anything like this of which the 
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Lord here speaks take place? We unhesitatingly answer 
it with, Yes. We all know of the Coming of the Lord. 
Most of us are cherishing the blessed Hope and are wait
ing for Himself- We sing precious hymns full of hope 
and expectation. Over the entire Christian profession the 
preaching has gone forth of the Coming of the Bride
groom. This is sufficient evidence that this stage in the 
parable has been reached. The midnight cry has been 
given. When was it given? We do not hear anything 
about the Bridegroom and His nearness during the great 
reformation period. The great instruments which were 
used in the reformation had no light on the Coming of the 
Lord. Luther, for instance, spoke occasionally of the great 
universal judgment day, which he believed was near, be
cause he believed the Pope to be the Antichrist. In this 
conception he was followed by all his contemporaries. 
It was not given to the great reformers to be used in the 
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^revival of the prophetic Word and to give the midnight 
cry. Nor do we hear anything like the midnight cry im
mediately after the reformation; we go back to the first 
half of the last century and there we meet with a revival 
of the blessed Hope, the coming of the Lord. The Holy 
Spirit flashed forth this blessed truth once more and ever 
since then the midnight cry has been heard, and it is still 
being heard. We live in the fulfillment of this period of 
the parable of our Lord. 
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But what is indicated by these words? You noticed we 
left out the word "cometh" The authorized version 
reads, "Behold the Bridegroom cometh." The revised 
version has left out the word "cometh" and that is the 
right way to read it, "Behold the Bridegroom! Go ye 
forth to meet Him." This tells us that the midnight cry 
is more than a mere announcement of the coming of the 
Lord. It is, of course, indicated, but the Holy Spirit in 
the midnight cry calls attention to the person of the 
Bridegroom. He unfolds His glorious person anew and 
brings out the fact that His church, whom He has loved, 
is His Bride and that He is the Bridegroom. And along 
with this message of the Bridegroom there is a call to go 
forth to meet Him. What else is it than a call to the 
original position? It demands a return to that as it was 
in the beginning. It is a call to separation from all that 
is false and unscriptural. How can any one, or how 
could any one honestly believe that that adorable Person, 
the Bridegroom, is near, soon Coming, without turning 
away from all that is displeasing to Him, without turning 
the back upon all which dishonors both His Person and His 
Word ? This then is the significant meaning of the midnight 
cry. Exactly this took place and still takes place in our 
present day. Along with the revival of the blessed Hope, 
the preaching of His imminent Coming, we have a return 
to other great truths, such as the teaching concerning the 
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church. Just as the giving up of the blessed Hope affected 
the other great doctrines of the Bible and became in part re
sponsible for the fearful decline, confusion and departure 
from the faith once and for all delivered unto the Saints, so 
the recovery of the blessed Hope, the imminent Coming 
of the Lord, results in the recovery of these same blessed 
doctrines which were given up and leads to a return 
to the true position. All this has come to pass. All 
is still coming to pass. • The midnight cry "Behold the 
Bridegroom, go ye forth to meet Him/ ' stands in clos
est connection with the church message to Philadelphia, 
in the third chapter of Revelation. There the person of 
Christ, as the Holy One and the True One, is in the fore
ground. Once more a company of His people at the 
very last days are keeping His Word and are not deny
ing His name as well as keeping the Word of His pa
tience, which has reference to His Coming, and to His 
Philadelphia remnant He gives the encouraging message 
"I will keep thee out of the hour of trial which is 
to come upon all the earth." Philadelphia assuredly 
originates with the midnight cry. The two are insepar
ably connected. 

But to return to the parable of the Lord. We notice 
that the midnight cry discovers the true condition of 
the wise and the foolish. They all arose and trimmed 
their lamps. The message has an effect upon the entire 



30 

Christian profession. Of the wise we read but little, but 
the foolish now discover that they have no oil and further 
demonstrate their foolishness by appealing to the wise 
to give them oil. The wise in turn direct them to go to 
those who sell and buy for themselves. The words have 
occasioned much controversy. 

It is not at all necessary that in a parable everything 
must have a definite meaning It shows simply the utter 
blindness of these foolish ones in looking to human beings 
for that which they lacked. The oil, the Holy Spirit, can 
be obtained only from Him, who gives without money 
and without price. But their foolishness just consisted 
in this very thing that they came not to Him, who is so 
willing to give. One can imagine the haste and activity 
of these foolish virgins in running here and there trying 
to get oil, to have burning lamps to meet the Bridegroom. 
It is exactly that which has happened since the midnight 
cry has been given and which we still witness about us. 
There is a great deal of religious activity, an immense 
amount of religious fervor, all kinds of endeavor and 
service, trying to do this and attempting to be better and 
do better. The so-called religious world feels that there 
is something in the air. Something is troubling them 
and yet they refuse to go to Him who alone can give 
and whose Grace alone can save and makp ready. This 
is, alas, the sad condition of a great part of Christendom 



31 

to-day. They hear the midnight cry and yet refuse to go 
to Him for oil. 

But the wise arose and trimmed their lamps. They 
had the oil and they responded to the message "Behold 
the Bridegroom! go ye forth to meet Him/ ' It is a sig
nificant fact that the blessed Hope faithfully preached 
is causing separation between the true • and the false 
That is exactly why we must preach it and preach it more 
faithfully. And this continues. It has continued for a 
good many years, longer than those who were used by 
the Holy Spirit in the recovery of the blessed Hope, 
anticipated. The infinite patience of the Lord has de
layed the next great event. How long will it all continue 
yet? Who can give us an answer to this? For all we 
know the next moment may usher in the actual appear
ing of the Bridegroom. 

The next is "the Bridegroom came." How solemn 
this is. While the foolish kept on running and seeking 
and the wise had arisen and the separation between these 
classes had taken place, He came at last. That is exact
ly what is before us now. Oh! I wish I could impress 
it upon every heart here to-night, that this solemn event 
may be upon us at any time. Surely the Bridegroom 
will not delay his coming much longer. When John the 
Baptist announced the first Coming of the King through 
the power and energy of the Holy Spirit did it take long 
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for Him to come? And now for so many years already 
the Holy Spirit has announced the nearness of the Bride
groom, His soon Coming; can it then take much longer? 
Every waiting one, every spiritually minded believer who 
has intelligence, answers with thousands of others, "It 
cannot be much longer. He will tarry no more, but will 
quickly come." 

How it fills our hearts with joy. The Bridegroom is 
coming and it reads, "they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage." The wise, those who believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and know Him, are "ready. Grace 
has made them ready and when He comes He will receive 
them. What a happy and glorious moment it will be at 
last. Said my little boy, who has an interest in the Com
ing of the Lord, "I wonder how He will look? I wonder 
what kind of a face He has when we see Him?" That 
is exactly what you and I have often thought about and 
often wonder what it will be when we see Him at last as 
He is. And we shall see Him. 

But there is another side, fearful indeed. "The door 
was shut." What words these are. The door closed in 
the face of the rest of the virgins. No more possibility, 
for them to enter in. Directly they come saying "Lord, 
Lord, open to us." But He answered and said, "Verily 
I say unto you, I know you not." They find themselves 
shut out And let me say this is their final state. One 
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of the fearful things with some of these new theories 
concerning this last parable is that they meddle with 
these last words addressed to the foolish virgins, as if 
they have another chance. No, no, the door was shut and 
when the door opens again He comes forth not as the 
Bridegroom, but as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords, as the mighty judge. I know you not—what 
words from such lips! What eternal misery they 
foretell! 

And this is the doom which hangs over the heads of 
the large masses of Christian people, Christians in name 
only, never saved. The moment He comes the door will 
be shut for these foolish virgins. Forever outside will be 
their destiny. 

Perhaps I am speaking here to some, not many, but 
some, who have not the oil, who have not the Spirit cf 
Christ and are none of His. Let me address these words 
to you, and if it is but one person. Delay no longer. 
Arise this very moment and go to Him who still waits 
in patience. He waits for you and invites you to come 
to Him to buy without money and without price. Oh! 
come now, confess yourself with all your religiousness 
perhaps and self-righteousness a lost sinner. You need 
to be no longer in that dangerous position. Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ; decide it now and I can assure 
you, He will give you that which you lack in your empty 
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profession and should He come to-night, as may be the 
case, you will be ready to enter in with the oldest saint 
of God. He died for you to have you with Himself, 
Will you reject then the offer of salvation as it comes 
in this solemn hour? How can you? Delay no longer, 
but now cast yourself into His arms. 

And we who know Him and wait for Him with longing 
hearts, there is more than one solemn message which 
comes to us from this parable. Think of the awful doom 
of the multitudes of professing, but unsaved, Christians. 
Some believers who believe in the eternal punishment of the 
unsaved act as if it were not true. If it is true as, alas! it is, 
how can we be idle ? Brethren, we have a great responsibil
ity towards the foolish virgins, the great mass of the profes
sing church. God forbid that we should be negligent in dis
charging this duty. Away with the miserable sectarian 
spirit which takes the skirts together, like the Pharisee 
of old and says, "I am holier than thou/' and refuses to 
go to those who need the truth and the Gospel. We have 
a debt to pay; we are debtors to all. As long as the 
Bridegroom tarries let us go to those who are Christians 
in name and who know Him not and He will graciously 
own our testimony. 

"Watch, therefore, for ye know not neither the day nor 
the hour." Soon all will be reality. Soon we shall enter 
in to be with the Bridegroom; shut in with Him. God 
grant that none of this company may be shut out. 
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Ephes. i : i3, 14; Rev. xii. 

We find in these words a truth revealed, which is quite 
often overlooked by readers of this great Epistle. It is 
this: The purchased possession, that which has been 
purchased for us, is yet to be redeemed. There is a future 
redemption of the purchased possession. 

The divine statement includes this fact, that believers 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and that He is 
the earnest of our inheritance until the time the redemp
tion of the purchased possession takes place. 

And where do we find these words in this great chap
ter? If this chapter is at all to be divided, it must be 
divided into two parts. The first fourteen verses make 
the first part and then follows the great prayer of the 
Spirit of God through the Apostle. The statement which 
is before us for consideration is found at the end of the 
first part, preceding the prayer of the Apostle. 

And what precious truth this chapter up to the four
teenth verse contains! It is indeed God's highest revela-
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tion concerning believing sinners saved by Graca There 
is nothing higher than that, which is revealed here, and 
it is safe to say that God could not tell us anything bet
ter and more precious than what He has told us in this 
chapter. 

First stands the greatest doxology of the Scriptures. 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenlies in Christ/' This takes it all together. We are 
as believers of Christ united to Him, One with Him and 
therefore we possess every spiritual blessing the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is capable of giving. 
Then follows the great facts connected with our redemp
tion in Christ. Here we find election, predestination, 
adoption, or putting into the Son-place, Redemption, the 
source of redemption as well as the prize of redemption. 

Let us glance briefly at those glorious steps which lead 
up to our verse. They are just seven. 

We can only name them, much as we would like to 
ponder over each. i. We are chosen in Him before the 
foundation of the world. He thought of us and loved us 
before ever a single thing had been created. 2. Marked 
out for the Son-place through Jesus Christ. According to 
the good pleasure of His will He has given us the place 
of a Son. 3. He has taken us into the favor in the Be-
loved In that beloved One we are beloved, forever ac-
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cepted in Him. 4. We have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches 
of His grace. 5. Then we have the knowledge of the 
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He purposed in Himself for the administration of 
the fulness of times, to head up all things in the Christ. 
6. In Him we have obtained an inheritance and then the 
last step, th . seventh, we are sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, the earnest of that inheritance which we have 
obtained. 

Now let me just say this little word on the last great 
fact. The authorized version reads "after that ye believed 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise." This 
translation is misleading and gives ground to an error 
which is becoming more and more widespread. It is the 
error that the Holy Spirit is not given at once when the 
sinner believes, but that the Holy Spirit is received in a 
definite experience, after we have believed. It is an 
error; the passage before us does not teach this but the 
very opposite, for it reads, "in whom also believing, ye 
were sealed with'the Holy Spirit." Every one who has 
believed received in the act of believing the Holy Spirit. 
And this blessed gift, not an influence, but the person ot 
the Holy Spirit, is both the seal and the earnest. A seal 
makes secure and denotes safety By that seal we are 
owned by God. We are His property, we belong to Him. 
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Then the Holy Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, 
the pledge of it. We give an earnest when we buy a 
property, it is an advance payment, the first installment. 
So is the Holy Spirit from the side of our God the earnest 
of the purchased possession. How happy and full of joy 
we should be with the knowledge of all these precious 
truths, with the seal and earnest of our possession. 

But the earnest (not the seal) is up to a certain time 
and that time is when we come into the full possession 
of our inheritance "until the redemption of the purchased 
possession to the praise of His glory." This brings us to 
the whole matter before us. 

i. In the first place what is "our inheritance" men
tioned here? We find the word inheritance three times 
in this chapter. "In whom we have also obtained an in
heritance" (verse n ) . Then in the 14th verse, "The 
earnest of our inheritance." We find it again in the 18th 
verse. "So that ye should know what is the hope of His 
calling and what the riches of the glory of His inheri
tance in the Saints." The inheritance is, according to 
these passages, twofold. Believers constituting the 
church have an inheritance and we are His inheritance. 
The inheritance we have, our inheritance, is nothing less 
than the inheritance of the Christ He made Him Heir of 
all things. He is the Heir of God. The same is said of 
us as believers. We are heirs of God and joint heirs with 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. God has put us, according to the 
good pleasure of His will in Christ, in the place of sons 
and because He has made us sons He has made us heirs. 
The inheritance of the first begotten from the dead is the 
inheritance of all who are by Grace constituted sons in 
Him. And what is His inheritance which we shall share 
in all eternity? We find in it the preceding verses, 
"having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself for the administration of the fulness of times; to 
head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens 
and the things upon the earth." In other words, He is the 
heir of all things and these include both the heavens and 
the earth. All is put under His feet. And this glorious 
inheritance belongs to us; we shall share it with Him in 
all eternity. What mind and heart can grasp it! It is 
unspeakable and unfathomable Our inheritance is often 
lowered in that people speak about the earth as being the 
inheritance. Certain passages from the Old Testament 
are quoted in support of this. "The meek shall inherit 
the earth," "the earth has He given to the children of 
men." But this does not at all refer to our inheritance, 
but rather to the inheritance of an earthly people m 
the millennium. Our inheritance assuredly includes 
the earth, but the heavens are the supreme place for the 
church. As He is now far above all principalities and 
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power and might and dominion, in the heavenlies, so will 
the church occupy the heavenlies with Him, the glorified 
Head, and in the ages to come God will show :n this very 
position and possession He has given to us His exceeding 
riches of His Grace. 

But here we read not only of an inheritance, which be
longs to us, but it speaks of "the purchased possession." 
There is no difference at all between these two terms 
"our inheritance" and "the purchased posession;" they 
are one and the same thing. The inheritance, the pos
session of the heavenlies and of the earth is acquired or 
purchased and the purchase price is the blood of the Son 
of God. The precious blood of the Son of God has not 
only redeemed us and made it possible for us to share 
His inheritance to the praise of His Glory, but it has also 
purchased both the heavenlies and the earth. The heav
enlies as well as the things on earth have been defiled by 
sin and needed the purchase; the blood of the Son of God 
alone could accomplish that. In the same sense we read 
in the first chapter of Colossians of the reconciliation of 
all things, the things in heaven and the things on the 
earth. 

It is an interesting fact that we find the same word "the 
purchased possession" as it is translated here at four other 
places in the New Testament. Twice in Thessalonians, 
once in Hebrews and once in 1st Peter. Each time it re
fers to the future. 
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i Thess. v:9- "God has not set us for wrath, but 
(literally) unto acquiring salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has died for us that whether we may 
be watching or sleep, we may live together with Him. 
The "acquiring of salvation" is future and corresponds 
to the "purchased possession." 

2 Thess. ii:i4. "Unto which He called you through 
our Gospel, unto an acquiring of the Glory of the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

i Peter ii :g. . . "A people for an acquisition;" that 
is, a people formed for a possession corresponding to 
Isaiah xliii:2. "This people have I formed for myself, 
they shall show forth my praise." This is spoken, of 
course, concerning Israel. It also finds an application in 
the church, the royal Priesthood In the possession of 
our inheritance we shall make known His excellencies, 
His Glory. 

Hebrews x:39. The word is likewise found also re
lating to the future, "the preservation of the soul," the 
same as salvation in the future sense. 

II. And now we reach the main thought of the Scripture 
before us. The purchased possession, the inheritance, 
though it has been fully paid for, is completely purchased, 
is yet to be redeemed. While we said that our inheri
tance and the expression "the purchased possession" are 
the same, it is not so with "purchase" and "redemption." 
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These are two different things. The purchase is by blood, 
but the redemption here is by power. The purchased 
possession is to be redeemed by power. 

Now as this is so the inheritance must be in a state of 
alienation from God; some power has hold of it who has 
no right to it. If this were not the case it would be im
possible to speak of a redemption by power. It is just 
like the possession of some land in a frontier state. A 
person purchases a large tract of land. It is his, he has a 
perfect title to it But now he comes and looks over his 
purchased possession and he finds a number of people 
who settled upon it. They have erected houses and make 
a claim that it belongs to them, but they have no right to 
it at all. Either by law or by force they are to be evicted 
from the property to which they have no right. At a cer
tain time the owner comes and claims his ownership and 
casts out these people And even so that which the Lord 
has purchased and which belongs to Him and to the sons 
of God with Him, His inheritance and our inheritance is 
possessed up to this time by evil, God opposing powers 
and they have still control of it till the hour of evic
tion comes. All things are indeed put under His feet, 
but we see not yet all things put under Him, though we 
see as a pledge that it shall be so, " J e s u s who was made 
a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor." The earth is the Lord's 
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and the fullness thereof, and yet the earth is still in the 
grasp of that mighty being, who had shown to our Lord 
the kingdoms of this world claiming them as his own and 
offering the same to the Lord. The father of lies spoke 
the truth then, for the kingdoms of this world are in his 
possession and they are still his. He is still the god of 
this age, the prince of the world. The enemies of Christ 
seen and unseen are not yet made His footstool nor will 
they be, till the power of God does it in that mighty act 
of a future redemption. Still there is the groaning of 
all creation, waiting for something better to come, wait
ing for the deliverance from the bondage of corruption, 
waiting to be brought into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. The deliverance of groaning creation 
takes place when the sons of God are manifested, and 
that is the time of the redemption of the purchased pos
session. And we also who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, the re
demption of the body. And the redemption of the body 
belongs to the redemption of the purchased possessioa 

And how is it with the heavens? Surely here we can
not speak of some evil powers holding possessions, and 
that it is necessary to redeem that possession by power? 
It is exactly this which is mostly before us in this epistle 
of the Heavenlies. 

To some Christians this is almost impossible to grasp 
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and yet it is clearly revealed in the Scriptures that the 
heavenlies, the sphere above the earth and way beyond, 
is in the grasp of the evil tenants which under the head
ship of Satan form mighty principalities and powers and 
dominions. He himself as head reaches into heaven and 
has access to the very throne itself. He is not only the 
god of this age and the prince of this world, but also 
"The prince of the power in the air." How mighty he 
is as such, what powers are at his disposal, how vast his 
kingdom is, how numerous the fallen beings with him 
and how the demons fill the air, no saint has ever fully 
realized, nor shall we ever realize it, till the God of peace 
has Satan completely bruised under our feet. 

Think for a moment of what the Scriptures say. There 
is the first and second chapter in the Book of Job. Some 
call it fiction. We call it one of the greatest revelations 
of the Word of God. There is the throne of God, and to 
that throne comes Satan as the accuser of the brethren. 
The New Testament verifies that this is still the case, 
and that at the present time this mighty being still ac
cuses the saints of God before the throne of righteous
ness. And that is one of the reasons why the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our advocate appears in the presence of God 
for us. 

Again we read the words of a prophet. "I saw the 
Lord sitting on His throne and all the host,of heaven 
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standing by him on his right and on his left. . . . 
And there came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord 
and said, I will persuade him [King Ahab]. And the 
Lord said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go 
forth and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets" (i Kings xxii .-19-23). And furthermore here 
in the Epistle to Ephesians in the last chapter we read of 
the warfare of the Christian believer, which is not with 
flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
the wicked spirits in the heavenlies. This passage alone 
is sufficient evidence to show that the heavenlies are up 
to the present time tenanted by wicked spirits. They 
hold possession of the heavenlies and have control there. 
But Christ has triumphed over Satan and his wicked 
spirits and has purchased that heavenly possession. It 
belongs to Him and to His church, and when the right 
time comes the redemption of that possession will take 
place and the heavenlies will be cleared from these usurp
ers. 

III. This brings us to the third thought connected with 
this theme. When and how will the purchased possession 
be redeemed by the pozver of God? We are not left to 
speculation on this matter, for while we have here just a 
few words concerning this great event we have in another 
part of the Bible a revelation, which may be termed the 
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complete history of the redemption of the purchased pos
session. There we have the when and the how we have 
asked completely answered. That book is our great New 
Testament Book of Prophecy, the Revelation. The parts 
in which the redemption of the purchased possession by 
the power of God is revealed are chapters xii and xx. 

The twelfth chapter is one of the great chapters in this 
marvelous book It is not only a great chapter, but also 
an important one. In examining any exposition of the 
Book of Revelation one does well to turn to this chapter 
and read what the expositor has to say on it. If he is 
straight here his book is well worth reading; if not he 
must be wrong in the greater part of the book. The 
great vision is the woman travailing in pain to be deliv
ered of a manchild. The catching away of that manchild, 
which the red dragon was ready to devour. The casting 
out of Satan after the manchild is with God and in 
heaven, the persecution of the woman and her seed by the 
serpent. The erroneous interpretation always concerns 
the woman. Many make her to be the church, and then 
the manchild is a select company of the elect church, 
overcomers, first fruits, or as some call them the 144,000. 

The woman has nothing to do with the church. She 
typifies Israel and this is easily verified from Old Testa
ment passages. The manchild destined to rule the na
tions with a rod of iron is Christ who, according to the 
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flesh, came from Israel. Satan hated him and would have 
devoured him, but could not. The manchild is caught 
away and then after He is in the presence of God all the 
other events come rapidly to pass. 

We notice that a number of important things are 
passed over entirely in the beginning of this chapter. 
They are implied, of course Nothing is said of the 
earthly life of Christ, nothing of His death and resurrec
tion. They are implied in His being caught away unto 
God. There is nothing said of this present age and noth
ing of the church, but she is likewise implied in this 
scene. The manchild does not stand for the person of 
Christ alone, but for the completed Christ, I mean by this 
the Christ, the Head and the Body, the church united to 
Him in Glory. What is spoken of the Christ in resur
rection is also spoken of His church. The promise to rule 
the nations with a rod of iron is not only to Him but 
through Him also to those who overcome. "And he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers, even as I received of my 
Father" (Rev. ii:28). It is also significant that we do not 
read of the ascension here of our Lord. If the word were 
here that the manchild ascended, I doubt if then we could say 
the church is implied, for the word ascension is never used 
in connection with the church. But it reads "Caught 
away/' and the very same word which is used here is 
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used in i Thess. iv. "Caught up together with them in 
clouds." What follows next is the war in heaven and the 
casting out of Satan. This will not take place till the 
complete church, the Body and Bride of Christ, is taken 
up. Then Satan will be completely bruised under our 
feet In spite of his malice, in spite of his power and ac
cusations, in spite of his challenge to God and fearful 
attacks, there is not one member of that glorious body 
missing, all the redeemed are in the presence of the Lord 
and then Satan is forced down into the earth by Michael 
and his angels. In heaven there is a loud voice which de
clares: "Now is come salvation and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ, for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them 
day and night before our God. And they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi
mony, and they loved not their lives unto death. There
fore rejoice oh ye heavens and ye that dwell in them." 
Then Satan as the accuser has no more place in heaven 
and the advocacy of Christ concerning His own, as He 
said in His highpriestly prayer, "I pray for them" has an 
end. They are all safe with Him in glory. 

The heavenlies are thus cleared of Satan and his hosts 
when the church is brought in and the eviction is, the re
demption of the purchased possession. It takes place 'by the 
power of God through the mighty Being whose name is 
"Who is like God," Michael. 
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Satan the usurper cast out of the heavenly sphere goes 
down to the earth having great wrath. How fearful must 
be the wrath of that Being! Who of us can imagine it, 
what it will be? Surely the Lord would never leave His 
church, His Bride on the earth, when that awful Being 
with that great wrath comes down. Indeed what we 
have said shows clearly that the great tribulation is im
possible as long as the church, the complete church, is not 
yet in glory. For to have the great tribulation on the 
earth the old serpent must be cast out into the earth, 

The redemption of the purchased possession begins 
then with the rapture of the church to be with Christ in 
His Inheritance in the Heavenlies. This is followed by 
Satan being cast out of heaven. And then a few years 
more and the heavens open and the King of kings and 
Lord of lords appears. The Son in all His Glory is mani
fested bringing many sons with Him to Glory. It is then 
that we have the redemption of the purchased possession 
completed. "And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that 
old Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should de
ceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should 
be fulfilled, and after that he must be loosed a little 
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season. And I saw thrones and they sat upon them, and 
the judgment was given unto them, and I saw the souls 
of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the Word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years" (Rev. 
xx:i-5) . 

Then all of groaning creation will be delivered and 
Satan will no longer be the god of this age, the prince 
of this world nor the prince of the power in the air. There 
will be peace on earth and Glory to God in the Highest. 
Christ will reign and His church with Him in the Glory 
above. What a time it will be when it comes. What 
singing in heaven and on the earth. Then shall He have 
His full inheritance which we share and also have His 
inheritance in us His Saints, and He will be admired in 
all them that have believed. And all this is near. 

Just a little while longer and we shall hear His shout 
which calls us and all His redeemed into His presence, 
with bodies redeemed by His power to enter into our in
heritance, the purchased possession. 

And now two things need to be mentioned in closing. 
Our conflict is with these evil spirits, the usurpers, both 
in the heavenlies and here on earth May we be victors 
through the power of the Christ in us and His Spirit, 
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The conflict is becoming hotter, especially for those who 
enter into their privileges and realize in faith their place 
and future glory. 

Let us also walk worthy of our calling. Let it be seen 
that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and have Him as 
the earnest of our inheritance. A Christian who pro
fesses to have such an inheritance and who professes to 
wait for the redemption of the purchased possession and 
who grasps after the honors of the world and runs after 
its riches is a sad spectacle indeed. 
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My soul amid this stormy world is like some fluttering dove, 
And fain would be as swift of wing to fly to Him above. 
The cords that bound my heart to earth were broken by His hand, 
Before His throne I found myself a stranger in the land. 

That visage marred, those sorrows deep, the vinegar, the gall— 
These were the golden chains of love His captive to enthrall. 
My heart is with Him on the throne, and ill can brook delay, 
Each moment listening for the voice, "Rise up, and come away!" 

With hope deferred, oft sick and faint, "Why tarries He?" I cry, 
And should He gently chide my haste, thus would my heart reply:— 
"May not an exile, Lord, desire his own sweet land to see? 
May not a captive seek release? a prisoner, to be free?" 

A child, when far away, may long for home and kindred dear; 
And she that waits her absent lord may sigh till he appear. 
I would my Lord and Saviour know, that which no measure 

knows;— 
Would search the mystery of Thy love, the depth of all Thy woes. 

I fain would strike my golden harp before the Father's throne, 
There cast my crown of righteousness, and sing what grace has 

done! 
Ah, leave me not in this dark world a stranger still to roam: 
Come, Lord, and take me to Thyself! Come, Jesus!—quickly comei 

R. C. C. 
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