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THE1
GLORIOUS APPEARING

AND
Suggestive reasons why the Church 
will NOT pass through the Great 

Tribulation.

HE truth of the Lord’s 
second coming is not only 
important from a doctrinal 
point of view, but also from 

the point of view of life and con
duct. It is one of the most essen
tially practical truths that we as 
Christians can possibly contemplate, 
and the very consideration of the 
subject should tend to adjust and 
beautify our walk.

It is important to bear in mind 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is com- 

This fact is so clear-

I

mg in person, 
ly stated in the Word of God that 
it is surprising that any real believ-

\



“The Glorious Appearing."2

The veryfail to see it.er can
wording of such statements as—

“I will come again. (John 14. d). 
“This same Jesus .... shall so 
come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go.” (Acts 1. 11).
“To wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come.” 
(1 Thess. 1. 10).
“The Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven.” (1 Thess. 4. 16), 
should banish all misconception. 
The above quotations present 

quite a different view from that 
which lurks in the minds of those 
who think that the world is pro
gressing so favourably that in 
course of time everybody will be as 
he or she should be, and that that 
blissful state of things will be equiv
alent to the Lord’s coming.



“The Glorious Appearing.” 3

Were it not for the hope of see
ing the Lord Himself, the future 
would be as black as midnight. It 
is this glad anticipation that causes 
one to rejoice in the midst of what 
the Bible calls “a groaning crea
tion.” It is this that forms one of 
the greatest incentives to effective 

It is this that lightens 
the heavy load, and enables one to 
sing the songs of Zion in adverse 
circumstances.

Concerning the exact time when 
the Lord will return, this informa
tion has been withheld from us for a 
wise purpose. All suggestions as to 
the exact year when He will appear 
have been dangerous experiments. 
Scripture is not ambiguous on this 
point. We are definitely told that 
(apart from God Himself), no one 
knows the day nor the hour when 
that greatest and grandest of all

service.

\



“Tlic Glorious Appearing.”4

events will take place. Ought we to 
go out of our way to endeavour to 
ascertain something which God, in 
His inscrutable wisdom, has seen fit 
to veil from our eyes? Surely the 
question suggests its own answer. 
The Lord may come this year. On 
the other hand, ITe may not come 
for a number of years.

Therefore it is our privilege to be 
ever on the watch tower of expect
ancy, in view of the possibility of 
His arrival at any moment. That 
there are unmistakable signs of His 
imminent return we do not deny 
for a second, but to say that the 
Lord may be here soon is one thum 
—to say. that He will return at a 
definite time is another matter alto
gether.

My reader may take strono- 
ception to the above suggestion 
that the Lord may be here at any

ex-
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moment, especially if he has been 
induced to believe that certain ter
rible events must first occur, in 
which events believers will have 
their full share of suffering-. I re
fer, of course, to the theory that the 
Church will pass through the Great 
Tribulation, and it is my purpose in 
this short treatise to attempt to 
shew from the Scriptures that such 
a proposition is not according to the 
will of God.

In the first place it is necessary 
that we should have a clear concep
tion of what the “Great Tribul
ation” implies. It will be a period 
of unparalleled suffering and per
secution. In Matthew, chapter 24, 
our Lord describes it as being a 
time “such as was not since the be
ginning of the world . . 
shall be.” I doubt whether any of 

picture the awfulness of the

l

. nor ever

us can

\
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which will transpire duringevents , , ,,
that period. Not only shall nation 
rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; not only shall 
there be famines, and pestilences, 
and earthquakes in divers places; 
not only shall many be offended so 
as to hate another, and betray one 
another; not only shall the love of 

cold because of themany wax 
superabundance of iniquity, but the 
tribulation will be so acute that 
those who will be in Judea are ad
vised to flee to the mountains for 
safety. Those who happen to be on 
the housetops, or in the fields, are 
warned not to trouble about their 
possessions, as that would impede 
their flight. Women who happen 
to be sustaining the cares of 
motherhood will find themselves in 
a well nigh hopeless situation 
on account of their inability to
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flee with speed to a place of safety. 
Moreover, the people at that time 
are advised to pray that their 
flight be not in winter, neither 
the sabbath day, the reasons being 
that flight in the winter months 
would be attended with difficulties 
almost insurmountable, whilst on 
the sabbath day only a short dis
tance could be compassed, in accor
dance with the Mosaic law. 
deed, so dreadful will be that period 
that were it not for a timely con
cession (the shortening of the days 
for the sake of the elect) not a soli
tary person would be saved. (See 
Matt. 24. 16-22). Surely it is not 
difficult for us to see that this ter
rible picture applies to God’s earth
ly people. Gentiles have little to 
do with Judea, or with the sabbath 
day.

on

In-

There is another matter concern-
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ing which we should be perfectly 
clear, namely, the meaning of the 
term “The Day of the Lord.” For 
our present purpose we need only 
to refer to two passages where the 

The first is Acts 2.phrase occurs.
19 and 20, where Peter, preaching 
on the day of Pentecost, and quot
ing from the prophecy of Joel, says 
that that day is to be preceded by 
certain definite signs which will be 
seen in heaven above, and in the 
earth beneath, in the form of blood, 
and fire, and vapour of smoke. 
“The sun shall be turned into dark
ness, and the moon into blood, be
fore that great and notable day of 
the Lord come.”

These heavenly phenomena will 
occur immediately after the days 
of intense tribulation already 
ferred to.

The second passage is 2 Peter 3

re-
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10-12, where the same servant of 
God who preached on the day of 
Pentecost informs us that the Day 
of the Lord will terminate with 
greater and more terrible disasters 
than those which precede its arrival. 
Here are the exact words—“The 
heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat; the earth 
and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.” What will happen 
between these two series of cosmic- 
al disturbances is a subject so great 
and involved that I do not propose 
to enter upon it here.

In the light of the above passages 
it necessarily follows that if the 
Church is to pass through the 
Great Tribulation, some time must 
elapse before the Lord will return. 
On this hypothesis He cannot pos
sibly come back for many yeais on

\
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of the intervening periodaccount
of unsurpassed catastrophes which 
must first take place. If this be so, 
it is a mistake for Christians to ex
pect Him at any moment.

Xow, assuming this to be true, 
the grandeur of the hope of the 
Lord’s return is to a large extent 
minimised, because many of His 
redeemed people, having in mind 
the dreadful things which must first 
be endured, would anticipate the 
future with positive fear and tremb
ling.

But, after all, it is not a question 
of what various companies of be
lievers think. The final court of 
appeal is the Bible—“What saith the 
Scriptures?” If, by looking care
fully at different passages of the 
Word of God, we are enabled to 
more definitely and 
what His purposes

see
more clearly 

concerningare
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His redeemed people, the mutual 
consideration of this important sub
ject will not have been in vain.

The Absence of Introduction.

There are at least two very prom
inent passages which relate to the 
coming of the Lord for His people, 
and which have been a source of un
told comfort to tens of thousands 
of believers, 
formed part of our Lord’s beautiful 
discourse to His disciples previous 
to His departure to the Father. 
(John 14. 1-3). In these verses the 
Lord informs the disciples that He 
is going to prepare a place for 
them, after which He will return, 
and receive them unto Himself: 
that where He is, there they might 

This is the first intimation

The first of these

be also.
He made of His second coming in

\
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relation to the direct reception, by
Now, ob-Himself, of His saints.

the absence of any introduc- 
There is not the slight-

serve 
tion here, 
est reference to the Great Tribula
tion, nor to earthquakes, nor pes
tilences, nor to geological distur
bances, nor to anything else. The 
Lord mentions the fact of His re
turn in order to comfort the disturb
ed hearts of His loved ones, with
out suggesting that any series of 
dreadful catastrophes must occur 
previously.

The second great passage is 1 
Thess. 4. 14-18. Verse 13 appears 
to indicate that certain of the Thes- 
salonian believers had been passing- 
through a time of bereavement, and 
the Apostle wrote to assure them 
that, while it was not wrong for 
them to sorrow, yet it was glorious
ly possible for them to rejoice in the
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midst of their sorrow, because, at 
the coming of the Lord, those who 
had passed away in Him would 
hear His three-fold summons of the 
shout of victory, the arch-angelic 
voice, and the trump of God, and 
would respond by rising victorious
ly from their graves, to be joined 
immediately by the living saints, 
and so in one undivided company 
all would be caught away to meet 
the Lord in the air, thus to be for 
ever with Him.

Here again observe the absence of 
any introduction. Not the slight
est reference is made to any of those 
terrible things mentioned in Mat
thew 24, and other similar passages. 
The writer enters at once upon the 
tremendous truth of the Lord’s re
turn for His own, without making 
any preliminary statement whatso- 

Not only so, but he distinctlyever.

1

\
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*

exhorts his fellow-believers to com
fort one another with these words— 
not to frighten one another with the 
discomforting prospect of appalling 
suffering prior to the fulfilment of 

In the last chapter of 
are

that event.
the epistle other happenings 
referred to in connection with the 
“Day of the Lord,” but these will 
be considered later.

The Resurrection of Christ.1
There is a further prominent pas

sage relating to the coming of the 
Lord for His redeemed ones, name
ly, 1 Cor. 15. 51-37. The great 
theme of this particular chapter is 
the Resurrection of Christ, coupled 
with the Resurrection of the be
liever. This is no doubt the, 1 a ,, reason
why the Apostle does not use the 
definite phrase “The Coming of the
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Lord,” though he obviously makes 
direct reference to the subject when 
he mentions 
verse 51.
of the great change which will take 
place when the Lord shall descend 
from heaven with the three-fold 

stated in 1 Thess. 4. 16.

“The Mystery” in 
This is the “Mystery”

summons 
The change will be complete and 
practically instantaneous. Incident
ally, the closing verses of this chap
ter comprise one of the grandest 
word-pictures of the believer s 
future anywhere to be found in the 
realm of'literature, but nothing is 
said about those things which shall 
characterise the Great Tribulation 
in the whole of this, the longest 
chapter in the Pauline epistles.

The Restraining Power.
A further suggestive reason why

throughthe Church will not pass

-t

\
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the Great Tribulation is mentioned 
in 2 Thess. 2. 7. “For the mystery 
of iniquity doth already work; only 
he who now letteth will let, until 
he be taken out of the way.” 
verb “to let” means, of course, “to 
hinder.” There is an unfortunate 
mistranslation in verse 3 of this 
chapter, where the phrase “The day 
of Christ” should be rendered “The 
day of the Lord.” The Apostle 
distinctly informs us that that day 
shall not arrive, except there come 
first the most terrible of apostasies, 
culminating in the manifestation of 
the man of sin. Then the Mystery 
of Iniquity will reach its climax, 
when the enemies of truth will be 
allowed to have their own way, and 
the forces of evil will be let loose.

This “Mystery of Iniquity” is al
ready working, and has been work
ing since the Apostolic era, but it

The
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has been kept in check. There has, 
thank God, been a restraining- power 
at work, so that, although the ele
ment of lawlessness has 
reached alarming proportions, it 
has not yet exceeded the border line. 
There is, however, a time coming 
when this restraining power will be 
withdrawn, and then that Wicked 
one (who will have the effrontery to 
oppose and exalt himself above all 
that is called God, or that is wor
shipped ; and this to so great an ex
tent that as God he will actually sit 
in the temple of God, “shewing him
self that he is God”), will be reveal
ed in all his diabolical powers and 
signs and lying wonders..

Now, what is this Restraining 
power? The pronoun used is he, 
not “it,” which clearly implies that 
it must be a person, and if it be a 
person it can surely be none othei

even now

4

X

\
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than the Holy Spirit of God. Be
lievers are designated “the salt of 
the earth.” Why ? Because they 

indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and 
therefore constitute a tremendous 
purifying agent on the earth in their 
corporate capacity. Were it not 
for the presence of God’s people in 
the world, the condition of things 
would be intolerable. As is well 
known, the Holy Spirit descended at 
Pentecost. When will He ascend? 
He will ascend with the Church 
when she is caught away to meet 
her glorified Lord. This being so, the 
restraining power will be taken 
away when the Lord comes for His 
own anterior to the Great Tribu
lation.

are

1
A thief in the night.

We will now consider the opening 
verses of the last chapter of 1 Thes-
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salonians. In certain quarters this 
chapter is regarded as being so vit
ally connected with the closing 
verses of the preceding chapter as to 
infer that the Apostle is referring' to 
the same event, only that he handles 
it in a different way; the implication 
being that the “Coming of the 
Lord,” and the “Day of the Lord” 
are synonymous terms.

In one particular this is correct, 
in that the writer is occupied with 
the one vast subject of the Lord’s 
return, but that he is dealing with 
two distinct PHASES of the sub
ject appears to be unquestionable.

The chapter opens with a refer
ence to the “Times and Seasons.” 
This expression only occurs once 
elsewhere in the New Testament, 
namely, Acts 1. 7, where it is in rela-

of Israel.

11

;

i

tion to the restoration 
Immediately following is the prom

!
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I
ise of the Holy Spirit, which rather 
suggests that the phrase “times 
and seasons” applies not so 
much to this age as to the dispensa
tion which will immediately follow 
it. Reverting to our chapter, let us 
notice carefully these words—“For 
yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night.” The thief is 
very careful to keep his victims in 
ignorance of the exact time of his 
arrival. Indeed, he does his utmost 
to arrange to come when he is least 
expected, and this accounts for the 
phrase “As a thief in the night.” 
Similarly, the arrival of the “Day of 
the Lord” will be altogether 
pected, and will take by surprise 
those whom it will overwhelm.

Now, the “Coming of the Lord ” 
referred to in chapter 4, will not be 
an unexpected event.

M

I

5
unex-

Thousands

\
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upon thousands of God’s beloved 
children are expecting', daily and 
hourly, His glorious arrival, and the 
number of these “look-out” believers 
is, thank God, rapidly increasing.

The writer then continues in this 
strain, “For when THEY shall say, 
Peace and safety; then sudden des
truction cometh upon them, as trav
ail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.” 
have JUDGMENT, sudden and cer
tain. The “Peace and Safety” men
tioned in this verse are FALSE. A 
false peace is worse than the sev
erest storm, because in a severe 
storm a person realises his danger, 
and there may be a possibility of 
escape, but a false peace is altogeth
er fatal, inasmuch as the victim 
thinks that all is well when all is 
WRONG, and ere he is aware of 
his danger he is engulfed in a ca am

Here we

!

(

1

\

1
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I
ity from which escape is impossible. 
The same applies to a false safety. 
The only real and abiding peace is 
that which the Lord Jesus made by 
the blood of, His cross, and the only 
real safety is to be found in the 
eternal Rock of Ages.

But to whom does the pronoun 
“they” refer? Surely not to be
lievers, and if not to believers, then 
it must refer to the careless and in
different—the unregenerate. To 
such, and to such only, will the 
“Day of the Lord” come as a thief 
in the night. Not only so, but the 
following verse still further eluci
dates the matter, “But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness that that day 
should overtake YOU as a thief,” 
clearly implying that the “Day of 
the Lord” has to do, not with God’s 
children, but with the children of 
darkness. In other words, we who

\

\
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saved by divinegrace
are more interested in the closing 
verses of chapter 4, than in the open
ing verses of chapter 5.

are

When the Apostle says later on, 
“For God hath not appointed us 
unto wrath, but to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ” (verse 9), 
he possibly has in his mind the 
wrath which is linked with the 
“Day of the Lord,” though of course 
the statement also has reference to 
the Great White Throne Judgment. 
From both of these dreadful calam
ities we who are His shall be merci
fully delivered. Instead of exper
iencing wrath, we are to obtain 
SALVATION in all its unutterable 
fulness at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints.

Furthermore, we are exhorted to 
comfort ourselves together (vei se

i
-

1
i* 1
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11). Wherein lies the comfort in 
the opening verses of this chapter? 
In that we shall not be overtaken

which
I

by those terrible judgments
closely allied to “The day of 

In that we are children
are so 
the Lord.” 
of the light, and children of the day, 
and in that, privileged relationship 

are anticipating the “Coming of 
the Lord” for His redeemed ones— 
a coming which may be realised at 
any moment.

we

The seven-sealed book.
The next suggestive reason why 

the Church will not pass through 
the Great Tribulation is undoubt
edly the most important, and per
haps the most unanswerable. The 
consideration of this will necessi-
tate a fairly close examination of 
one of the most soul-inspirin°" chap
ters in the Bible, namely Revelation,
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chapter 5, which opens thus-—“And 
I saw in the right hand of Him that 
sat on the throne a book written 
within and on the backside, sealed 
with seven seals.”

It is not my intention to enter into 
the question as to the contents of 
that mysterious book. Suffice it to 
say that the seven seals by which 
it is sealed denote the various judg
ments which, in God’s time, will be 
poured out on the world.

Among all the inhabitants of 
heaven and earth, only one is found 
worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof, namely, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the ever 
victorious One, who prevailed over 
the powers of darkness so complete
ly as to reveal His worthiness and 
fitness to open the book, and to 

Immediately after-

1

1
1
* f

A

loose its seals, 
wards He is seen in the midst of the

r
1

X
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throne, not in the appearance of a 
Lion, but of a Lamb, once slain, 
bearing the distinguishing marks of 
Calvary. Surrounding the throne 

four living creatures, and four 
and twenty elders, who are engaged 
in singing the sweetest song ever 
sung.
song, though it has already been in 
existence for about two thousand 
years. Shall we listen once again to 
the grand harmonious chorus—

“ Thou art worthy-.... for Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by Thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation . ”

It is generally conceded that these 
four and twenty elders include the 
Church, and indeed it could scarcely 
be otherwise; for who hut the re
deemed can sing the song of re
demption? And let us remember

are

It is described as the NEW

_>
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that this heavenly company is not 
composed of one particular people 
or nation, but that they represent 
all parts of this world which God 
loved, and for which He gave His 
Son. Let us also bear in mind that 
whilst these four and twenty elders 
are engaged in singing this new 
song, the book is entire, with its 
seals unbroken. Now, when is the 
first seal broken? Not in chapter 
5, but in chapter 6. Therefore we 
conclude that before the divine 
judgments overtake this world, the 
saints are already with Christ.

Now let us tabulate the facts, and 
endeavour to see the proposition in 
its true perspective.

1. The book is in the right hand of 
Him who sits upon the throne.

2. The book is sealed with seven 
seals, which are unbroken, and 
which are vitally connected with

:

1

■

'J

*
:
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the judgments which are to be 
poured out upon the earth, as 
recorded in chapter 6, 1, and’on- 
wards.

3. The four and twenty elders in
clude the Church, gathered out 
from the four corners of the 
earth.

4. These four and twenty elders 
in heaven, around theare

throne, previous to the breaking 
of the seals.

5. The record of the breaking of 
the first seal is in chapter 6.

6 It therefore follows that, before 
of the terrible things take 

mentioned in
any
place which are 
the book of the Revelation in 

6 and onwards, thechapter . .
church is safely housed in glory. 

It may be said in answer to all 
this that the events m Revelation 

always recorded m chrono-are not
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logical order. This is no doubt cor
rect , but the question of chronolog
ical order does not affect the point 
at issue. The fact remains that, 
•when the book is seen intact, the re
deemed are with Christ in heaven. 
Therefore, if the Church is with Him 
at the time the seals are broken, 
they must have been caught away 
previously.

If we again refer to Matthew, 
chapter 24, we shall see that the 
Lord will come “in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory” 
after the tribulation, after the sun 
and moon are darkened, and after 
the powers of heaven are shaken

This
clearly indicates that the seals of 
the book, to which reference has al
ready been made, will be broken be
fore the Lord will be seen coming 
with power and great glory, and

!

(see vv. 8, 29, and 30).

1
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have already seen, the revet, as we 
deemed are in heaven while the 
book is intact. If we regard the 
above-mentioned phase of His 
coming as synchronising with His 
return when He will be manifested 
with His saints, all is clear—if we 

to interpret it in any other way, 
the subject becomes surrounded 
with difficulty and obscurity.

Naturally, there are many per
plexing questions which arise in the 
consideration of this great subject. 
It would be strange if it were not

are

so.

The Trumpets.
One of these difficulties concerns 

the sounding of the trumpets, men
tioned in 1 Cor. 15. 52, 1 Thess. 4. 
16, and Rev. 8 to 11.

The distinction, briefly, appears 
to be as follows—The first two
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might be termed trumpets of bless
ing, and will form part of the three
fold summons which will be heard 
when the Lord comes for His own. 
The trumpets in Revelation might 
be termed trumpets of judgment, 
with which, I suggest, believers 
have nothing to do. It is quite 
true, that, in the first-named pass
age, the Apostle Paul refers to the 
last trump, and as far as we, as be
lievers, are concerned, it will be the 
last. It is not at all improbable 
that the writer had in his mind the 
three trumpet sounds which were 
heard so frequently by the Roman 
soldiers, the last of which was the 
signal for them to march forward, 
though there is also a suggestive 
link between this “last” trump and 
the trumpets which were used in the 
camp of Israel, recorded in Num
bers, chapter 10. One trumpet was



“The Glorious Appearing.”32

to be blown for the gathering to
gether of the princes—the heads of 
Israel. An alarm was to be sound
ed when the people started on a 

Then comes this verse,journey.
“But when the congregation is gath
ered together, ye shall blow, but ye 
shall not blow an alarm.” When the 
Lord returns for us we shall hear 
the trumpet sound, though, thank 
God, it will not be an alarm, but a 
glorious final “Gathering together” 
of all His beloved people who will 
meet their Lord in the air, and will 

Him, not by faith, but by sight.

i

see
The First Resurrection.

Another difficulty concerns the 
first resurrection, mentioned in Rev
elation 20. 6 and 7.

There are two resurrections yet 
to take place, and only two, (l)j>f 
the just, (2) of the unjust. The
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resurrection of the just will pres
umably take place in two parts, 
namely, (a) when the Lord de
scends from heaven (when the 
saints of the church age will be 
raised, and probably those of the 
Old Testament dispensation), and 
(b) at the end of the Great Tribu
lation period, when the martyrs of 
the tribulation will be raised. This 
is what is known as the “First 
Resurection.” The resurrection of 
the unjust will take place at the end 
of the thousand years comprising 
the millennium, as notified in Rev
elation 20. 11-15. (For our Lord’s 
reference to the two resurrections, 
see John 5. 28 and 29).

Salvation in all its Divine 
magnitude.

Let us now, without any refer- 
the appalling catastrophesence to

\



‘‘The Glorious Appearing.”34

in which the world will be involved, 
concentrate our thoughts for a short 
time upon the glories which await 
us, and which will be the enjoyed 
possession of all true believers at 
the return of the Lord Jesus.

The unmentioned writer of the 
epistle to the Hebrews informs us 
that as surely as Christ appeared 
once to put away sin by the sacri
fice of Himself, so surely will HE 
appear the second time, apart from 
sin, unto salvation. The great sin 
question was settled once for all at 
the cross. Calvary will never be 
re-enacted. When Christ comes 
again, we shall not be judged for 
our sins—that is past—, but that 
coming will be “unto salvation.” 
Then we shall understand fully that 
salvation which was designed by 
God in the past eternal ages, pur
chased by Christ at the cross, and
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made good unto us by the Holy 
Spirit. The oldest and 
perienced saint on earth to-day has 
only touched the FRINGE of this 
“great salvation,” but God has ar
ranged His programme for 
such a wonderful way that when 
see the Lord Jesus face to face, 
shall then realise as never before its 
height, and depth, and length, and 
breadth. We shall appreciate all 
its divine magnitude, and exult in 
all its unsearchable fulness.

It is by no means an insignificant 
fact that on more than one occasion 
in the New Testament, reference is 
made to eternal life as a promise, 
the reason being that, although 
actually possess it here and now, by 
far the grandest part of it is future, 
and will be realised when we aie 
“for ever with the Lord.

most ex-

us m
we
we

we

I \



36 The Glorious Appearing

We shall be like Him.

The Apostle John reminds us of 
the greatness- and grandeur of that 
love which the Father has bestowed 
upon us in that we should be called

This is our 
spiritual birthright. Esau foolishly 
sold his birthright for a mere morsel 
of pottage, but, happily, it is im
possible for the believer to sell his 
birthright, for the simple reason 
that our life is “hid with Christ in 
God.” So great a divine value has 
been placed upon that eternal life 
which has been imparted to us, that 
God has hidden it, and His hiding 
place is Christ.

But John continues his fascin
ating theme by saying “And it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be.” 
If it were to appear—what would 
happen? If for a brief interval of

the children of God.
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ten seconds the Lord were to unveil 
to us our future, we simply should 
be unable to bear that exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. It is 
therefore necessary for us to 
cise that “patience of hope” for 
which Paul commended the Thes- 
salonian Christians.

exer-

Although, however, the complete 
vista of the future has not yet been 
disclosed, this much has been placed 

record — “We shall be 
like Him.” Compared with this, 
every other prospect fades away 
into insignificance. The fulfilment 
of these five words will see the cul
mination, combination, and consum
mation of all God’s eternal purposes 
towards us. To see His face will 
be heaven indeed; but to be like 

tell what that will

on

V

Him—who can 
mean?

r
\
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We shall all be changed.

When the Apostle Paul reminded 
the Philippian believers that their 
citizenship was in heaven, he took 
the opportunity of informing’ them 
at the same time of a magnificent 
transformation which would take 
place at the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will change this body 
of our humiliation (which is subject 
to failure, disease, and death), and 
will re-fashion it like unto His own 
glorious body, according to the 
working of His own almighty pow
er. This will constitute the great
est change in our spiritual history. 
As the same writer says in 1 Cor. 
15. 51, “We shall all be changed.” 
\t is said that our physical bodies 
are constantly changing—in fact 
they change completely two or 
three times in a normal lifetime, but
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however frequently, and however 
thoroughly these natural bodies 
may change, a far more wonderful 
transformation is yet to take place. 
The earthly image was sadly mar
red as the result of the fall, but as 
surely as we have borne the earthly 
image, so surely shall we bear the 
image of the heavenly, 
step in the divine plan of Redemp
tion was God’s foreknowledge, and 
He who knew the end from the be
ginning predestined that we should 
be conformed to the image of His ' 
Son.
ent purpose He had in view when 
He saved us by His grace.

But let us ever remember that in 
heaven we shall preserve our ident
ity. Not only does the sun possess 
a glory of its own, but the moon 
possesses her own glory too. An 
not only so, but the stars have their

The first

This formed the transcend-

f
) \
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g-lory also, and even they them
selves differ the one from the other 
in glory.
only do these celestial bodies mani
fest a combined glory, but they dis
play an individual glory as well. 
Thus will it be with us when the 
“perfect day” dawns. We shall all 
be like Christ, and yet at the same 
time each believer will preserve his 
identity.

This subject of personal identity 
leads to the question which is asked 
so frequently—Shall we know one 
another in heaven? Undoubtedly 
we shall. There is ample Scriptur
al proof of this. To quote one out 
of many, when the Apostle referred 
to the saints at Thessalonica as be
ing his hope, and joy, and crown of 
rejoicing at the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, he clearly implies that he 
would identify them, though they

own

That is to say that not
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would be just a few among' the many 
myriads of the redeemed.

The closing promise in the Bible 
is “Surely, I come quickly.” Of all 
the future events which are record
ed in the Word of God, this lies 
nearest to His heart. For the lit
eral fulfilment of this promise He 
endured the cross, and despised the 
shame. He is now anticipating the 
moment when He shall see of the 
travail of His soul, and shall be 
satisfied. Moreover, that satisfac
tion will be mutual, inasmuch as we 
too shall be satisfied when we awake 
with His likeness.

Well might we gladly respond, 
“Amen, Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 
What a future! 
no more pain; no more sorrow; no 
more disappointments; 
anxiety; no more hunger; no more 

' : no more curse;

.

No more tears;

no more

thirst; no more sin

\
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no more death.. . But, after all, these
the pos|wStlVWhaSaail takfthe 

place of all these things which 
so frequently tend to depress 
JOY UNSPEAKABLE, 
FULNESS OF GLORY, 
be joy upon joy,; song upon song; 
glory upon glory; satisfaction upon 
satisfaction, ever abounding as the 
endless ages of a dateless eternity 
roll by. We shall be in a glorified 
place, clothed in glorified bodies, 
with a glorified people, and in the 
presence of a glorified Saviour.

Then will be seen the most won
derful presentation ever witnessed. 
The Church—that pearl of great 
„r:rP to procure which the Lord 
Jesus’ “sold all that He had” when 
He offered Himself without spot to 
Ad—will be presented to Himself, 
a glorious Church, complete in every

now. 
us? 

AND 
It will
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No member will be mis-respect.
sing; no division will mar its grand
eur ; no spot, or wrinkle, or blemish 
will spoil its beauty; no discordant 
note will be heard; no cloud will 
intervene; nothing will be wanting 
to complete the supermagnificence 
of that wondrous spectacle when we 
shall be presented faultless before 
His presence with exultation.

A strange theory.
There is a strange theory current 

certain of God’s children,among
though, happily, one does not hear 
it mentioned so frequently now as 
formerlv. ft is the idea that, when 
the Lord comes for His own, only a 
limited number will be taken, and 
the remainder will be caught away 

period. These privileged 
informed)•a f Q 1 n t p v

saints will" be (so we are
the faithful ones—those who have

{
*
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lived consistent lives, and who are 
eagerly awaiting His return. This 
is indeed a theory “hard to be un
derstood.” It is possible, on the 
one hand, for a believer to be faith
ful and true to the Lord, and yet 
never to have been clearly taught 
the truth of the Second Coming of 
Christ, nor to have seen the truth 
for himself in the Scriptures, whilst, 
on the other hand, it is possible for 
a believer to have been thoroughly 
initiated into this truth, and yet 
have lived an inconsistent life.

The words which ocur in Heb
rews 9.28 “And unto them that look 
for Him shall He appear the second 
time,” had a special significance for 
those Christians to whom the Ep
istle was addressed, who were per
fectly familiar with the ritual of the 
tabernacle. When the high priest 
entered into the holy place to make
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an atonement for 
stood without

_sin, the people 
. anxiously awaiting

his re-appearance (see Lev. 16. 17 
and Luke 1.10 and 21). 
might have been those who

There
, . - grew

somewhat indifferent as the time 
passed, but that in no wise altered 
the fact that the high priest went in, 
and came out, for the blessing of 
all the congregation of Israel. Sim
ilarly, Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of His people, and ere 
long He will reappear on behalf of 
them all for that great final act of 
blessing when He will say, “Rise up 
my love, my fair one, and come 
away.”

If it be true that only the “faith
ful” ones will be caught away when 
the Lord returns, one wonders how 
many will go ! Who, after all, has 
reached that standard of loyalty 
which would constitute him worthy

.<

i

I

f
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to be among the first to ascend? 
At the best we are all unprofitable 

Compared with what itservants.
should be, our love is cold, our ser
vice is poor, our influence is limited.

“Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter.” If it be a question 
of merit, not a single saint will go. 
If it be a matter of grace, then all 
will go. (See Rom. 8. 29, 30).

Finally, let us never forget that 
just as our hope is centred in Christ, 
so His hope is centred in us. Many 
times we read in the fourth gospel 
that He came down from heaven, 
not to do His own will, but the 
Father’s who sent Him. Especially 
was this emphasised in Gethsem- 
ane’s garden, when, under the shad
ow of the cross, He said: “Not My 
will, but Thine be done.” But there 
was one occasion when He definitely 
expressed the desire for the fulfil-
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ment of His own will, and the 
ord is in John 17. 24-“Father, I will 
that they also whom Thou hast 
given Me be with Me, where I am, 
that they may behold My glory.”

rec-

How grand it is to observe that 
this intense longing on the part of 
the blessed Lord is so intimately 
connected with “His own.” Every 
other thought; every other purpose; 
every
servient to this tremendous yearn
ing of his heart.

other anticipation was sub-

Therefore, fellow believer, take 
that “Now is ourcourage, seeing 

salvation nearer that when we be
lieved.”

The following verses were com- 
d by the well-known authoress,pose

Mrs. L. M. Warner:—

\
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Heart Ache, and Day Break.

. “Until the day break;—
And the shadows flee away”—?

What then?—What NOW? 
Tis night, and heart ache,
But—we wait the coming Day. 

Lord! teach us how.

“Turn, my Beloved!”
Even now, in thought; above.

I’ve been with Thee,
My heart’s been flooded 
With the joy of Thy great love. 

Abide with me.

We’ll live while night yawns, 
So that ready we may be 

To greet Thee. When 
That glorious Day dawns,
And our Peerless Lord we see. 

JOY will be THEN.
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