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PREFACE.

These papers, on the calling, walk, and hope of 
the Church, appeared some time ago in the pages • 
of Word and Work, and they are reprinted in a 
collected form with the hope that they may have a 
continued usefulness.

The author has been called into the presence of 
the Lord, after many years of great weakness of 
body, which debarred him from much active service ; 
and it is hoped that he may yet speak to the help 
of some of the Lord’s people through these pages. 
Some years ago he compiled a small sixteen-page 
book, on The Coming of the Lord, and some sub
sequent events, in connection with the Church’s 
future, as found in God’s Word. This little book 
(price One Penny) has had a very large circulation, 
and has been found exceedingly helpful to many, in 
setting before the mind concisely what the Scrip
tures reveal on this subject; and we doubt not that 
many who have read this will be glad to see these 
few papers from his pen.

London, October, 1878.
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i.

THE CHURCH OF GOD,

WHEN FORMED, AND OF WHOM COMPOSED.

HE following few thoughts on this sub
ject are written with the conviction 
that they are in accordance with God’s 

Word, and in the hope that, by the Lord’s 
blessing, they may be helpful to some of God’s 
children in leading them into a fuller apprecia
tion of their present position before Him, as 
also of their high standing in Christ Jesus now, 
and their glorious portion with Him to all eter
nity. Surely, if our-Father has manifested such

1
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6 THE CHURCH OF GOD,

marvellous grace toward us, who were “strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world,” as to make us 
members of the body of Christ, and joint-heirs 
with Him; it becomes us rightly to appreciate 
our place of privilege in order that we may the 
more fully live to the praise of that grace, and 
as becometh" members of our living Head. 
Surely, if by the infinite grace of God we, who 
were “ sinners of the Gentiles,” are now not only 
made living stones in the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit, but are also each one indwelt by Him in
dividually as His Temple; it is but our privilege 
to realize with joy the continual presence of Him 
who is “the earnest of our inheritance,” until 
that blessed One who has bought us with His 
own most precious blood shall come and take 
us, His Church, to be for ever with and like 
Himself. And surely, if our blessed Lord has 
shown such immeasurable love as to give Him
self for us who were “enemies by wicked 
works,” but who now by grace are His Church, 
His bride, “becoming obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross,” that He might 
redeem us to Himself; it should be our highest



I

WHEN FORMED, AND OF WHOM COMPOSED. ^

joy to be ever abiding in close communion with 
Him now, that He may indeed dwell in our 
hearts by faith, and that we may know more 
and more of His love, that love which passeth 
knowledge, and so be “ filled with all the fulness 
of God.” -

From the Word, then, we find—
1. That the union of believing Jews and 

Gentiles in one body, the Church (i Cor. xii. 
12, 13), with the Lord Jesus Christ as its Head 
(Col. i. 18), would seem, from the silence of 
Old Testament Scriptures on the. subject, to 
have been unknown to old Testament saints; 
and that this is borne out by the words of Paul, 
that “ the mystery of the Christ ” (the body) had 
been a mystery hid in God from the beginning 
of the world. (Eph. iii. 4, 93 Col. i. 26.)

2. That this union of Jew and Gentile in one 
body would appear to have been spoken of by 
the Lord Himself while upon earth as even 
then in the future; for instance, His words in 
Matt. xvi. 18, “I will build My Church;” in 
John x. 16, “ There shall be one fold; ” and His 
prayer in John xvii. 20, 21, that those whom 
the Father had given Him, and all who would
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after believe, should be one.
High Priest’s prophecy, that Jesus should gather , 
together in one the children of God scattered 
abroad (John xi. 52); and compare the words 
subsequently written to the Galatians, that all 
the children of God “are one in Christ Jesus.” 
(Gal. iii. 28.)

3. That although the saints of God under 
every dispensation have had the Spirit, some in 
a more special sense perhaps than others (see 
Gen. xli. 38; Exod. xxxi. 3; Num. xxvii. 18;
1 Sam. xvi. 13; Neh. ix. 30; Luke i. 15, 35, 
41, 67; Luke ii. 25 j John xx. 22; 1 Peter i.
11), still the Holy Ghost was yet to be given in 
a very much more special manner, and a manner 
in which He had never been given before.
“ He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you,” 
“for ever.” (John xiv. 16, 17.) “Behold, I 
send the promise of the Father upon you; ” 
“ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” 
(Luke xxiv. 49; Acts l 4, 5.)

4. That for the fulfilment of this “ promise of 
the Father” it was necessary that the Lord Jesus 
should return to His Father, “for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you.”

8
See also the

1



WHEN FORMED, AND OF WHOM COMPOSED. 9

before(John xvi. 7.) See also John vii. 39,
His departure, “ The Holy Ghost was not yet 
given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified

“ There-and Acts ii. 33, after His departure, 
r. fore being by the right hand of God exalted, 

and having received of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this.”

5. That just previous to the ascension of the 
1 Lord, the disciples were commanded by Him

not to leave Jerusalem, but there to wait for 
the promised Spirit, telling them they should be 
“ baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.” (Acts i. 4, 5.)

6. That on the day of Pentecost, subsequent 
to the Lord’s ascension to heaven, the assembled

thus baptized withdisciples of that time were 
the Spirit (Acts. ii. 1, 4) into one body (1 Cor. 
xii. 13), thus and then being constituted the 
Church, the Temple of the living God, tire 
Body of Christ.

7. That, as the Church is essentially the 
Body of Christ (Rom. xii. 5 ; 1 Cor. xii. 12, 27 ; 
Eph. i. 23; iv. 12; Col. i. 18, 24), and as it 

necessary for its constitution as such, not 
only that the then believers should be baptized
was
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into one body by the Spirit (r Cor. xii. 13), but 
also that the Lord Himself should take His 
place as" its Head, which He could do only in 
resurrection, for as “the beginning," He, the 
Head, was also “ the first-born from the dead ” 
(Col. i. 18); so the Church could not have 
existed prior to the Lord's resurrection from 
the dead and His ascension to the Father. 
(Rev. i. 5, 6; see Heb. ix. 24.)

8. That as the Church is essentially the 
Temple of God the Holy Ghost (x Cor. iii. 16; 
vi. 19; 2 Cor. vi. 16), and as it was necessary 
for its constitution, as such, that the saints then 
living should be builded together in Christ (and 
it is only in resurrection that we, as living stones, 
have union with Him, the Living Stone, 1 Peter 
ii. 4, 5) for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit (Eph. ii. 22), and that they should then 
be indwelt by that Spirit (Rom. viii. 9); so the 
Church could not have existed prior to the gift - 
of the Holy Spirit, which took place after the 
Lord’s resurrection and exaltation to the right 
hand of God. (Acts ii. 32, 33.)

9. That as the Church is essentially the 
Bride of the Lamb (Eph. v. 23, 31, 32; Rev.

10
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X WHEN FORMED, AND OF WHOM COMPOSED. 11

xix. 7; xxL 9), and'as it was necessary for its 
constitution as such that those of whom the 
Bride is composed should be made “members 
of His body, of His flesh, aud of His bones” 
(Eph. v. 30), which they could be only as united 
to Him in resurrection life (Eph. ii. 5, 6 Col. 
ii. 13); so the Church could not have existed 
prior to the ascension of the Lord who is its 
Head.

10. That it was immediately after the descent 
of the Spirit at Pentecost, and the consequent 
formation of the Church, that souls were first 
said to be “added,” that is to the Church, the 
body (Acts ii. 41, 47), as “members of the 
Christ.” (1 Cor. vi. 15; xii. 12, 13.)

ix. That it does not appear that Old Testa
ment saints ever were added to the Church,
which in their time had no existence save in the 
counsels and foreknowledge of God (Eph. iii. 
9-11); but that, on the contrary, we are told it 

“ not unto themselves, but unto us they didwas
minister the things, which are now reported unto 3 
you by them that have preached the gospel 
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven.” (1 Peter i. 12.)
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12. That godly J ews under the previous dis
pensation had righteousness imputed to them

faith in God’s promises, even as Abraham 
had; of which Heb. xi. gives ample proof.

13. That the blessing of Abraham (Gal. iii. 
14), the blessedness of forgiveness and imputed 
righteousness (Rom. iv. 6-8), coming “ on the 
Gentiles in Jesus Christ,” is what makes them 
in a sense children of Abraham, all who are 
such being thus “blessed with him” (Gal. iii. 
9), in being the recipients of this righteousness,' 
and, as belonging to Christ, heirs also of all 
blessing in Him (Rom. viii. 17 > Eph. i. 3 > 
1 Peter i. 4) according to the promise. (Gen. 
xxii. 18.)

14. That as the Church has its special place 
of blessing now, and will have it also in the 
future (Eph. ii. 6; v. 27; Rev. xix. 7; xxi. 10), 
so the Old Testament saints and other com
panies of the redeemed of whom we read in 
the Revelation (iv. 4, 6; vi. 9; vii. 9; xiv. 1;

2) have had and undoubtedly will have 
theirs too.

15. That the union of Jew and Gentile in 
one body (1 Cor. xii. 13; Gal. iii. 28), the

12
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WHEN FORMED, AND OF WHOM COMPOSED. 13

mystery of which we are told in Ephesians ii. 
and iii., as constituting the Church, is solely 
that of believing Jews and Gentiles during the 
present dispensation, who, being reconciled unto 
God in one body by the cross of Christ, are 
builded together in Him for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit (Eph. ii. 16, 22), “a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood.” (x Peter 
ii- 5-)

16. That as a distinguishing characteristic of 
the present, the Church's dispensation (which 
commenced upon the rejection of the Messiah 

- by His people the Jews) is that of God taking 
out from all nations a people for His name 
(Acts xv. 14), and forming them into one body 
as His Church (1 Cor. xii. 13), so, on the 
completion of that body (Eph. iv. 13; v. 27), 
the close of the dispensation will be marked by 
the taking away of the Church, “ the purchased 
possession” (Acts xx. 28), to be for ever with 
her Lord and Head (1 Thess. iv. 17), that “in 
the ages to come God might shew the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus.” (Eph. ii. 7.)

17. That as another distinguishing character-
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istic of the present dispensation is, that the Holy 
Spirit was given at its beginning (Acts ii. 4). to 
abide with the Church for ever (John xiv. 16), 
so its close will be marked by the taking away 
of that Spirit with the Church (2 Thess. ii. 7); 
thus affording scope for the full development of 
“the mystery of iniquity” and the consequent 
judgments, which His presence in the Church 
is now restraining. (2 Thess. ii. 6-12; Matt. v.

14

I3-)
18. That after the completion and removal 

of the Church, and on the return of the Lord 
Jesus as the Messiah, all the tribes of Israel will 
be reinstated as one nation in their position as 
God’s people on earth (Ezek. xxxvii. 19-23), 
the natural branches thus again grafted in, all 
Israel being saved. (Rom. xi. 23-26.)

1
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II.

THE BELIEVER'S WALK.
“ How ye ought to walk and to please God.”—i T/icss. iv. i.

F the many Scriptures bearing upon this 
subject, we wish briefly to draw attention 
to some of those which speak directly 

of the believer’s walk. In the one quoted above, 
the apostle, as will be remembered, is beseeching 
the Thessalonians that as they had received of 
him “how they ought to walk and to please 
God, so they would abound more and more.” 
(i Thess. iv. i.) The Lord grant that we also, 
guided by the Spirit and the Word, may each 
one abound thus more and more “in all holy 
conversation and godliness.”

WALKING WORTHILY.

Then in the same epistle to the Thessalonians, 
to which we have referred, Paul reminds the

mm
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saints how he had charged them to “walk 
worthy of God.” And as showing the im
portance which the Holy Spirit attached to this 
injunction to “walk worthy,” the apostle is sub
sequently led to tell the Colossians that he had 
made it a matter of prayer on their behalf, and 
at the same time to exhort the Ephesians upon 
the same subject. The three Scriptures we refer 
to are as follows :

1. “Walk worthy of [the] God, who hath 
called you unto His kingdom and glory.” (i 
Thess. ii. 12.)

2. “ Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas
ing, being fruitful in every good work, and in
creasing in the knowledge of God.” (Col. i. 10.)

3. “ Walk worthy of the vocation [the calling] 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavouring to keep [giving 
diligence to hold fast] the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.” (Eph. iv. 1-3.)

It may be noticed, as not without purpose, 
and as linking the three together, that they are 
severally connected with the names of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: and that they

16
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THE BELIEVER’S WALK.

severally point to our responsibility in the matter 
of walk—(i) toward God; (2) toward Him in 
whom we are “ created unto good worksand 
(3) toward our fellow-members in the one body 
as indwelt by the “ one Spirit."

17

CONFORMITY AND OBEDIENCE.

But just to glance at some other passages. 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in Him,” writes Paul to the 
Colossian believers, (ii. 6.) “ He that saith he
abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk 
even as He walked” (1 John ii. 6), adds the 
disciple who leaned on Jesus’ bosom. “Walk 
in love, as Christ also has loved us, and hath 
given Himself for us,” says the epistle to the 
Ephesians, (v. 2.) While John tells us, “This 
is love, that we walk after His commandments. 
This is the commandment, That, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it ” 
(2 John 6); “That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you.” (John xv. 12.) Then, further, 
as having died with Christ and risen again with 
Him, we are told that “ we also should walk in 
newness of life ” (Rom vi. 4); though as still in

B
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the body, we yet “walk by faith, not by sight.” , 
(2 Cor. v. 7.) “Walking,” as the churches of 
which we read in the Acts, “ in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.”

“ If we live in the Spirit,” says(Acts ix. 31.)
Galatians, “let us also walk in the Spirit.” (v. 25.) 
Here also we are charged to “walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” 
(Gal. v. 16); while in Romans we have the 
precious assurance, “ There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
(viii. 1.) Ephesians gives the injunction to 
“ walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity 
of their minds” (iv. 17); and again, to “walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, re
deeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
(v. 15, 16.) “Walk in wisdom toward them that 

without, redeeming the time,” is echoed in 
Colossians (iv. 5), and taken up again in Thes- 
salonians, “Walk honestly toward them that 
are without.” (1 Thess. iv. 12.) “Let us walk 
honestly as in the day,” says the apostle in 
writing to the Romans, (xiii. 13.) Walk as 
children of light,” writes he to the Ephesians.

are
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(v. 8.) And to this adds John, “If we walk 
in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellow
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (i 
John i. 7.)

But further, we are told that we are “created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. ii. 10); and it behoves us therefore 
to be, as we have seen already, “fruitful in 
every good work.” (Col. i. 10.) Again, while 
thus seeking to “show our faith by our works” 
(James ii. 18), we too should also be “not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God.” (2 Cor. iv. 2.) 
“I have no greater joy,” writes “that other 
disciple,” when probably near his journey’s 
close, “than to hear that my children walk in 
truth.” (3 John 4.)

COUNSEL AS TO WALK.

In conclusion, may we not adopt the words 
addressed to the church at Philippi, and say,
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“ Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 
same thing”? (iii. 16.) Let us seek strength, 
and grace, and guidance from our heavenly 
Father, that we may at all times walk well 
pleasing unto Him, and as becometh members 
of our living Head and temples of the Holy 
Ghost. Thus, too, may “our light so shine 
before men that they may see our good works, 
and glorify our Father which is in heaven.” 
(Matt. v. 16.) “And as many as walk accord
ing to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God.” (Gal. vi. 16.) 
“ I will dwell in them, and walk in them,” will 
then surely be manifestly true as to us, “and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
(2 Cor. vi. 16.) And yet more, when that 
blessed One who is now in the presence of God 
for us shall receive us to Himself, whether we 
be laid to rest, or be caught up to meet Him 
in the air, we shall yet have the further eternal 
promise as our own, “ They shall walk with Me 
in white.” (Rev. iii. 4.)

20



III. .
ISAAC AND HIS BRIDE.

pgp|]F all the Old Testament types and 
characters there is, perhaps, no more 
beautiful foreshadowing of Him who 

was to come, and of His bride the Church, than 
is afforded by the history of Isaac and Rebekah, 
in Gen. xxii. and xxiv. This brief, but most 
instructive narrative, points off in an unmistak
able manner, from the very outset, to the Lord 
Jesus Himself; Him who was the Only Begotten 
of the Father, and who is the embodiment and 
fulfilment of all such types and figures. But 
after all, how utterly insufficient is any type or 
types fully to show forth His transcendent love 
and grace; how infinitely He exceeds them all; 
blessed be His name it is so.

*

i\S

DEATH AND RESURRECTION.

God had, as we see, proved to extremity
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Abraham’s obedience in giving up his son, as 
well as his faith in the promise that “ in Isaac ” 
his seed should be called, accounting, as we are 
told he did, “that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead; from whence also he 
received him in a figure.” (Heb. xi. 19.) We 
must not omit to notice as well, however, this 
filial obedience of Isaac in the matter; there is 
not a mention of remonstrance or entreaty of 

kind when he came to be laid upon theany
wood of the altar. How truly does this point 
us to our Lord and Saviour who gave Himself
for us, laid down His own life, “ became obe
dient unto death, even the death of the cross." 
And God so fully accepted the offering of Isaac 
as really made, that not only is Abraham spoken 
of (in Heb. x. 17, and Jas. ii. 21) as having 
actually offered up his son, but in the account 
before us there is no record whatever of Isaac’s 
return. On the- contrary, while we are twice 
told that on the journey up to the mount “ they 
went both of them together,” we read that on 
the journey home “Abraham returned unto his 
young men, and they rose up, and went together 
to Beer-sheba.”
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The next occasion on which we see Isaac is 
when he meets Rebekah. (xxiv. 62.) We hear of 
him in the interval, it is true, but he does not 
appear in view until he comes forth to meet his 
bride. And thus with the heavenly Bridegroom 
of the Church, once having laid down His life, 
the Just One for the unjust, He is thenceforth 
unseen by all but His own disciples; and once 
being received up to the right hand of the 
Father, there He sits until He shall come forth 
to call His Bride home to be for ever with 
Himself.

THE BRIDE.

Not to anticipate, however, it is worthy of 
notice that immediately following the account of 
the offering of Isaac is the announcement of 
the birth of Rebekah (xxii. 23); and then 
follows, as the next step in the history (xxiv.), 
the circumstance of the father sending the 
steward of his house to the far distant countiy, 
in order to bring home a bride for his much
loved son. Teaching which appears clearly to 
refer to the fact of the assembled disciples on 
the day of Pentecost being baptized into one



ISAAC AND HIS BRIDE.

body as the nucleus of the Church, the Lamb’s 
bride; as well as to the truth that the Spirit, 
then given, is to abide with her as her Guide 
and Teacher throughout the journey here below, 
until she arrives at the mansions in the Father’s 
house. •

Eliezer having arrived at Haran, the city of 
Nahor, the damsel appears, readily acceding to “ 
his request for water, and offering in addition to 
satisfy his camels also. Her cheerful obedience 
(may we call it) to his request having thus 
answered to the test which he had asked of the 
Lord, he at once proceeds to adorn her with 
Isaac’s jewels, as Isaac’s bride, (xxiv. 22.) So 
we, upon yielding the obedience of faith, 
received that inward earnest, the outward mani
festation of which Rebekah’s gifts (as we shall 
see) suggest to our minds; we “were sealed 

■ with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the 
earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption 
of the purchased possession.” (Eph. i. 13.)

THE BRIDEGROOM’S GIFTS.

Of the gifts which Eliezer gave her, one was 
“a golden jewel for the forehead (inarg,.) of

24
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half a shekel weightand this vividly brings to 
minds two things, which, without unduly 

pressing the comparison, we may yet perhaps 
just look at. These are, the “half shekel” of 
silver, ransom money (Exod. xxx. 13)3 and the 
“golden plate” for Aaron’s mitre, engraved 
with “ holiness to the Lord,” which was to be 
always upon his forehead. (Exod. xxviii. 36.) 
And is it not true that as Rebekah wore this 
gift thus prominently, so also every child of God 
should be ever displaying as the outward result, 
or fruit of the indwelling of that Spirit with 
which he is sealed, these two most important 
truths of redemption from sin and holiness 
toward God, in his walk and conversation? 
Does not verse 30 suggest, if not tell, of some
thing of this kind ? For when Laban saw the 
precious gifts his sister wore, he ran and wel
comed the man of whom she had received- 
them, with the words, “ Come in, thou blessed 
of the Lord, wherefore standest thou without ? ” 

The other gifts, the bracelets, in this connec
tion, and as being worn upon the hands or 
wrists, carry our thoughts off to such words as 
these: “ Even so faith, if it hath not works, is

our

;

1



26 ISAAC AND HIS BRIDE.

dead, being alone” (James ii. 17); and these, 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,” not forgetting what follows, “ For it 
is God which worketh in yon both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.” (Phil. ii. 12.) And 
so, each of the three times these gifts are men
tioned, the bracelets are last in order; for faith 
must ever come first, and works must follow.

COMMUNION.

Passing over the intervening verses, we find 
that as soon as those who had a lawful voice in 
the matter yielded their claim to her, Eliezer 
produced further gifts for the bride. “Vessels 
(marg.) of silver and vessels of gold, and raiment, 
gave he to Rebekah. ” (ver. 53.) And here we 
would turn to the book of Esther, and look at 
the “ vessels ” and their contents spoken of there 
in such wonderful words. “They gave them 
drink in vessels of gold, the vessels being 
diverse one from another, and wine of the king
dom (marg.) in abundance, according to the 
hand {marg.) of the king." (Esther i. 7.) How 
beautifully this speaks to us of communion 1 
How it tells us of “ the banqueting-house,”
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where His banner over us is love; of “ fellow
ship with the Father and -with His Son Jesus 
Christ,” by the Holy Spirit. No two vessels 
alike; no two experiences, even of the same 
grace and love, quite the same. And yet to 
each and all the same wine, “royal wine,” 
“wine of the kingdom,” and that “in abund
ance.” According to our thoughts, our asking, 
our desires? Nay, “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think“ according to 
the hand of the King,” the King of glory Him
self.

A few words more, however, before we turn 
from this portion. “None did compel, for so 
has the king appointed.” All free surely, feast 
and guests alike. But what solemn responsibi
lity does this bring with it! We may have if we 
will, and may enjoy this full, free communion of 
which we have been speaking; and yet also it is 
possible to be without it; possible to get to a 
distance, and thus to lose even the appetite and 
desire for it. “ None did compel.” Oh that we 
may not thus grieve the Holy Spirit of God! 
Lord Jesus, keep us each abiding in unbroken, 
close, and joyous communion with Thyself, and

,1

I
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ever receiving out of Thy fulness, and grace for 
grace.

But what of the raiment which Rebekah re
ceived at the same time? Does it not carry 
one’s thoughts away to the words in Colossians 
iii. 12, as being the manifestation of this fellow
ship with our risen Head ? “ Put on therefore, 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one 
other, and forgiving one another;.... and above 
all these things put on love, which is the bond 
of perfectness.”

28

an-

PILGRIMAGE. -

And now, the ties of the flesh and the world 
being severed, Rebekah is ready, in full fellow
ship with the wishes of Abraham and his son, 
as conveyed to her by him they had sent, to 
rise and follow him to the presence of her waiting 
and expectant bridegroom. Her home is now 
no longer where she has hitherto lived, but at a 
distance, and she must henceforth be a stranger 
and a pilgrim until she arrives in the distant 
land, where she shall pass her remaining days

i
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with the loved one of her heart. She follows 
the leading of her guide through the long,now

long journey, but as to all the converse by the 
way concerning the virtues and the worth of 
her future husband we are not told. We may 
well suppose it was ever the topic most welcome 
to the bride, the one uppermost in her heart and
foremost on her tongue.

Has all this no voice for us ? Is it not but a 
foreshadowing of our present journeying through 
the world to Heaven and to Home, as well as 
to Him “whom having not seen, we love 5 
in whom, though now we see Him not, yet 
believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory”? (1 Peter i. S.) Are not 
strangers and pilgrims down here below, if 
rightly walking as citizens of the heavenly 
country ? And does not the Holy Spirit of God 
take of the things of Jesus, and show them 
unto us, to the joy and gladness of our hearts 
during this our pilgrimage on earth ? Oh that 

may be walking as becometh this our true 
and high position! separated from the world 
which lieth in wickedness, and friendship with 
which is enmity to God; separated to Him

we

we
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And asalone, our living Head and Lord.
Rebekah followed the guiding of Eliezer, not 
choosing her own steps or seeking her own way, 
but conforming them all to his, so may we be 
found ever walking according to the Spirit; “ for 

led by the Spirit of God, they

t

as many as are 
are the sons of God.” (Rom. viii. 14-)

THE BRIDEGROOM.

But let us turn our eyes in another direction 
We are told, “ Isaac wentfor a few moments, 

out to pray (marg.) in the field at the eventide. 
Had his prayers no reference to her who was 
travelling onward through the wilderness toward 
him ? Surely his very soul went out in loving 
petitions and earnest pleadings for the safety 
and the welfare of her who was ever present to 
his mind, though unseen as yet. But how much 
more, think you, does our heavenly Isaac’s 
heart of infinite love go out toward His home
coming bride ? Witness some of His words in 
that wondrous 17th of John: “Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me;” “keep them from the 
evil;” “sanctify them through thy truth;’’
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“ Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory which thou hast given 
me.” These, and such as these, are but glimpses 
of His thoughts of love and words of love 
throughout our journey to that Home, where 
He waits the time when He shall come again 
and receive us to Himself.

“There amidst the love and glory,
He is waiting yet;

On His hands a name is graven 
He can ne’er forget.”

THAT BLESSED HOPE.

To return, however, we read that “ the servant 
took Rebekah, and went his way.” What are 
the next words ? “ And Isaac came.” Nothing 
whatever between. And thus it is with the 
Church, the bride; now that she is on the way 
to her everlasting home, she has nothing given 
her to look for or expect but the meeting .with 
that One whom she loves, and who has bought 
her with His own most precious blood. This 
is the hope, the true and legitimate hope, of the
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Church: the coming and the presence of her
How soon HisRedeemer and her Lord.

people may see Him in the clouds, and hear 
His voice bidding them rise and meet Him in

He maythe air, we do not pretend to say. 
come to-morrow; nay,
Of one thing we feel sure, Fte is very, very 
near, more near, perhaps, than many of His 
people imagine. Of His nearness -everything 
around us seems to tell; we almost begin to 
hear (shall we say) the echoes of His coming 
steps. Are we waiting and watching as those 
who expect their Lord at any day, ■ at any 
hour? “Then were the disciples glad when 
they saw the Lord,” we are told. Will it be 
thus ivith us ? Are we ready to welcome Him 
with joy, and to hail His coming with loud 
hallelujahs of praise? God grant it may indeed 
be so with all His saints.

But Isaac came from the way of the well 
“Lahai-roi,” which we find by the margin of 
Gen. xvi. 14, signifies “ Him that liveth and 
seeth me;” and here it is that he afterwards 
dwells with Rebekah. (xxv. 2.) So also it is 
from heaven itself, from the presence of the

iHe may come to-day.
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living God, where even now He is on our 
behalf, that “ we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. iii. 20); and it is that very- 
same presence of the living God, the Father’s 
house, into which Pie will take us His bride.

Wiry is “ the eventide,” though, specially 
mentioned? Is it not because the evening is 
both the end of one day and the beginning of 
another; for “ the evening and the morning ” 
constituted one day, from the very creation of 
the world ? Thus it speaks to us in this way of 
not only the end of the present day of wilder
ness journeying and pilgrimage, but also of the 
beginning of that eternal day of rest and glory 
to which the Church of God is hastening. 
Does it not tell us, too, of the night which is 
coming to those who are not of the day, but of 
the night; and before the drawing in of which 
the bride is safely home at her journey’s end? 
A solemn thought surely. The Holy Spirit 
gone, the “ salt of the earth ” removed, wicked
ness unhindered, distress and tribulation abroad, 
such as never was known before. Oh that the 
warning cry may go out more loudly, and more 
clearly, and more widely than ever yet, “The

33
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coming of the Lord draweth nigh,” “ be ye also 
ready.”

34

THE MEETING.

But the time of meeting comes, as come it 
most surely will. The bridegroom comes out 
on the way; the bride arrives; and as in the 
brief distance they together lift their eyes, they 

for the first time face to face. And willsee
this blessed, happy experience be ours ? Shall 
we in very deed see the Lord of glory eye to 

and hear His voice of welcome for useye,
whom He died to save ? .Yes, by God’s infinite
grace, it will be even so.

“ Oh, the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert past! •

Oh, the wondrous words of greeting 
He shall speak at last!”. .

What grace, what wondrous grace, that we, 
vile, wretched, sinful rebels as we were, should 
be brought into so glorious a position as this ! 
Yes, we shall see; but the very sight of Him, 
all glorious as He is, will transform us into His 
own likeness. “ We shall be like Him; for we 
shall see Him as He is.” (i John iii. 2.) And
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as Rebekah at once veiled herself in Isaac’s 
presence, thus putting out of sight the flesh, so 
in the presence of our Lord and Saviour “ this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality.” (i Cor. xv. 
52.) “Fashioned like unto His glorious body.” 
(Phil. iii. 21.)

35

THE HOME.

One word more : “ Isaac brought her into his 
mother Sarah’s tent.” And thus will the bride 
of the Lamb be brought by her Lord into the 
mansions prepared in the Father’s house, and 
be presented “faultless before the presence of 
His glory with exceeding joy.”

“ He and I together entering 
Those bright courts above;

He and I together sharing 
All the Father’s love.”

“ And so shall we ever be with the Lord ” 
(1 Thess. iv. 17); ever in His presence—ever 
in His love—ever praising the redeeming grace 
which bought us, and kept us, and brought us 
there.

:
l



IV.-
the names on the two onyx stones.

JFiwt J^taue.

“1P\^CC0RDING t0 their birth'” Thus
was Moses commanded by the Lord 
to engrave the names of the sons of 

Israel upon the two onyx stones which Aaron 
was to wear, one upon either shoulder, as a part 
of his holy garments for glory and for beauty. 
Six names were to be on each stone, and these 

• stones, set in ouches of gold, were to be put 
“ upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of 
memorial unto the children of Israel: and 
Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord 
upon his two shoulders for a memorial.” (Ex. 
xxviii. 9-12.)

Here we are told not only of what was to be 
engraven upon the stones, but also of the order 
in which the names were to be ranged; and we
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believe that order had a significance of its own, 
as full of meaning as Hebrew names usually 

These names were to be borne “ beforewere.
the Lord” for a memorial. A memorial of the 
Israelites themselves undoubtedly, as God s 
chosen people; but also as pointing onward, 
like the rest of Aaron’s dress, and the Taber
nacle itself with all its furniture and ritual, to 
Him who was the Chosen One of God, and to 
the work of redemption which He should ac
complish as the Saviour of the world.

Let us then turn to Genesis, where the birth 
of Jacob’s children is recorded, and take the 
names in rotation as they come. First (Gen. 
xxix. 32) is that of

REUBEN,

the meaning of which, the margin tells us, is See 
For a time Reuben was, of course, hisa son.

father’s only begotten, though subsequently, 
the birth of Simeon, he became his first-born 

Of whom does this speak to us, and to
None

on

son.
whom are our thoughts at once directed ? 
other, surely, than the Son of God Himself. 
He who from all eternity was “ the only be-

I



38 THE NAMES ON THE TWO ONYX STONES.

gotten Son, in the bosom of the Father” (John 
i. 18); but who afterward in resurrection be
came the “firstborn from the dead.” (Col. i. 18.) 
He of whom it is written, “ I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was” (Prov. viii. 23; and again, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” (John i. 1, 2.) 
The next is

SIMEON,

and this name by the margin signifies Hearing; 
it may also mean Hearing with acceptance— 
obedience. “ Mine ears hast thou opened. . . . 
... I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
thy law is within my heart” (Psalm xl. 6-8), 
was the language of that perfectly obedient One, 
whose words while here upon earth were, “ My 
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me” 
(John iv. 34), and, “I do always those things 
that please Him.” (John viii. 29.) And so 
when coming into the world for the great and 
gracious work of salvation, He could say, “A 
body hast thou prepared me. Lo, I
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... to do thy will, O God.” (Heb. x. 
5-7.) After this we find

LEVI, r

that is, Joined. Here our mind reverts to words 
such as those in Heb. ii. 14: “Forasmuch then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
He also Himself likewise took part of the 
same.” Yes, He, the eternal Word, who in the 
beginning was with God, and was God, “was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” (John i. 14.) 
He, the only begotten Son whom God the 
Father sent into the world, “ took on Him the 
seed of Abraham” (Heb. ii. 16), “took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men.” (Phil. ii. 7.) “When the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law.” (Gal. iv. 4.) Next in order comes

JUDAH,

signifying Praise, “And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

” (Luke ii. 13.) And not only did the

come .

V

l
men.
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heavenly host render praise at this wondrous 
“thing which had come to pass,” the birth of 
the holy child Jesus, God manifest in the flesh, 
but the shepherds did the same, and Simeon 
and Anna (Luke if.), and surely the wise 
too, in the worship to which they were divinely 
led. (Matt. ii. xi.) It may be remarked that 
it is of this tribe that Jacob’s prophecy was 
uttered, “Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren 
shall praise ” (Gen. xlix. 8) j and we know from 
God’s own Word “ that our Lord sprang out of 
Judah." (Heb. vii. 14.) It is also in this same 
prophecy concerning Judah that we are told of 
the coming of Shiloh, and that we have also 
the first reference to “ the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah,” subsequently mentioned in Rev. v. 5.

men

DAN

follows (Gen. xxx. 6), and this we are told, 
means Judging or Judgment. Here we turn back 
again to Genesis, where we find Jacob saying of 
this tribe, that “ Dan shall be a serpent by the 
way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.” 
(Gen. xlix. 17.) These words, and those of
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David, quoted by our Lord, “ He that eateth 
bread with me hath lifted up his heel against 
me” (John xiii. 8), tell at once of that bitter 
enmity which so constantly tracked the Lord’s 
footsteps, and of His betrayal by Judas the 
traitor. We are reminded, too, of the words, 
“Take ye Him, and judge Him according to 
your law” (John xviii. 31), spoken by Pilate, 
who himself sat in judgment upon that spotless 
Holy One of God, and afterwards delivered 
Him to be crucified. We may notice here, 
before passing on, that in the enumeration of 
the tribes in 1 Chronicles (iv.-viii) and in 
Revelation (vii. 5), that of Dan is not 
tioned; this may perhaps speak to us of the 
blessed fact that the Lord has once for all borne

men-

judgment at the hand of God, and that
Then

our
therefore His people are for ever free.
comes

NAPHTALI,

which means My wrestling. And how suggestive 
this is, following as it does upon what we have 
just seen. “The travail of His soul” (Isa. liii. 
11) - what those words contain, who can tell? 
The travail of the soul of the Son of God ! It

' ?v

■
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infinitely exceeds all human knowledge or power 
to comprehend. My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken Me?” (Psalm xxii. x.) “Thy 
wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast 
afflicted me with all thy waves.” (Ps. lxxxix. 
7.) “ Be not far from me; for trouble is near ;
for there is none to help. Many bulls have 
compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have 
beset me around. They gaped upon me with 
their mouths, as a ravening and roaring lion. 
.... Dogs have compassed me: the assembly 
of the wicked have inclosed me.” (Psalm xxii. 
11-16.) “Deliver me because of mine enemies. 
.... Mine adversaries are all before thee.” 
(Ps. Ixix. 18, 19.) The full experience of all this 
none but He, the blessed Lamb of God, could 
enter into; but this He did, and did for us, 
when “He poured out His soul unto death,” 
for ever blessed be His holy name. “ His soul 
was made an offering for sin.” (Isa. liii. 12.)

The name of Naphtali was the last one upon 
the first stone. The remaining six, which were 
upon the other, we must reserve for our next 
paper.



V.

THE NAMES OF THE TWO ONYX STONES.

ScconU §>tonc.
B^PplN considering the names which were 
™ upon the first stone, we traced the 

Lord Jesus from the glory which He 
had from all eternity with His Father, down 
into humiliation, and suffering, and death. In 
looking at those on the second stone, however, 
we shall find that, beginning with resurrection, 
they lead us up in thought to that right hand of 
the Father where He is now seated, and to that 
future glory which, in His grace, He will yet 
share with His blood-bought people. The first 
name, then, here, is that of 

GAD,
which signifies A troop (Gen. xxx. n), and as 
Naphtali told of suffering and of death, so this

>
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tells of death overcome, and of resurrection 
and ascension. If we look again in Genesis, 

find Jacob saying of Gad, “ A troop shall 
him, but he shall overcome at the

we
overcome
last.” (Gen. xlix. 19.) And so the Son of God 
became a partaker of flesh and blood, and 
Voluntarily suffered, even to death, at the hands 
of wicked men, “ that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of death; that 
is, the devil.” (Heb. ii. 14-) But in Ephesians 
iv. 8 we have the further truth, that in resur
rection He, as the Victor, led in triumph 
those whom He had delivered; for “when He
ascended up on high, He led captivity captive ” 
(a multitude of captives). After this follows

ASHER,

meaning Happy. This tells of the joy of Him 
who was dead, but who is now alive for ever
more, in the presence of God for us; of Him 
“who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the ■ right hand of the throne of 
God.” (Heb. xii. 2.) Of this joy we read again 
in Acts: “ Thou hast made known to me the

s
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ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy 
with thy countenance” (Acts ii. 28); or, as we 
read in Psalm xvi. 11, from which this is quoted :
“ In thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy 
right hand are pleasures for evermore.” “ God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness above thy fellows.” (Heb. i. 9.)

ISSACHAR

comes next (Gen. xxx. 18), the signification of 
which is An hire, according to the margin; but 
rather, perhaps, Recompense or Reiuard. This 
takes us back, in thought, to Isaiah liii. 10: 
“ He shall see of the travail of His soul, and 
shall be satisfied.” Does not that tell of re
compense for the sore travail through which 
His soul passed? Again: “He shall see His 
seed.” And again : “ A seed shall serve Him ; 
it shall be accounted to the Lord for a gene
ration.” (Ps. xxii. 30.) And because “He 
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross,” therefore 
“ God also hath highly exalted Him, and given 
Him a name which is above every name, that 
at [in] the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow.” (Phil. ii. 9.)

45
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ZEBULUN
follows, and this name means Dwelling or Hab
itation.
will send Him (the Comforter) unto you.” 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. (John 
xvi. 7 3 xiv. 17.) The Holy Spirit thus promised 

subsequently given on the day of Pentecost, 
as we know, and now God’s children “ are 
builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit.” (Eph. ii. 22.) “Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you?” And again, “Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost?” (1 Cor. iii. 163 vi. 19.)

Here, however, we come upon a name which, 
as not being that of one of Jacob’s sons, is 
consequently not engraven upon the stones 
with the rest of his children. It is that of 
Dinah, their sister, and it signifies, as does 
that of Dan, Judging or Judgment. Does not 
this omission teach us that this present time, 
while the Holy Spirit is dwelling, as we have 
just seen, in the Church here upon earth, is in 
an especial sense the dispensation of grace, 
“ the accepted time, the day of salvation ” ?

“ If I depart,” said the Lord Jesus, “ I
“ He

was

I
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Judgment is now for a time in abeyance, in the 
forbearance and long-suffering of God, who is 
“ not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.” (2 Peter iii. 9.)

JOSEPH

is the next, and this name signifies Adding or 
Perfecting. Under Zebulun’s name we have 
already spoken of the Holy Spirit being given 
at Pentecost to dwell within the Church, “ the 
temple of the living God.” Immediately follow
ing the account of this, we are told that “ the 
same day there were added about three thousand 
souls 3 ” and a little farther on, “ The Lord 
added to the Church [added together] daily.” 
(Acts ii. 41, 47.) This adding together has 
been going on ever since, and will continue 
until the Church is complete. It is one of the 
characteristics of the present dispensation, that 

, God is now gathering out from among Jews and 
Gentiles a people for His name, and these are 
being thus added together, as members of the 

Body, living stones in the spiritual house. 
And He, the Risen Head, dispenses His gifts 
in order to “ the perfecting of the saints . . . .

47
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edifying [building up] of the body of 
Christ.” (Eph. iv. 12.) Moreover, as the Church 
is composed of both Jew and Gentile, so this 

of Joseph included the two tribes of 
Manasseh and Ephraim. The union of the 
two in one, tells us of Him “who hath made 

' both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between jjs .... for to make 
in Himself of twain one new man.” (Eph. ii. 
14.) And is not the meaning of these two 
latter names (viz., forgetting and fruitful respec
tively) suggestive also of much that should ever 
mark the walk of all those who have been thus 
added together? The last name is that of

BENJAMIN,

which means The son of my right hand.” (Gen. 
xxxv. 18.) This very clearly speaks of Him 
“ who is gone into heaven, and is on the right 
hand of God, angels and, authorities and powers 
being made subject unto Him” (1 Peter iii. 22); 
of the Son of God, who, “when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb. i. 3 ) There, 
as our High Priest, He “ is set on the right hand

the

name
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of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” 
(Heb. viii. i), only coining forth to call up His 
bride, the Church, to be for ever with Himself. 
There, at Jehovah’s right hand, He sits until all 
His enemies are made His footstool (Ps. cx. i);

• and then, at the right hand of power, He, whose 
“ name is called the Word of God ” (Rev. xix. 
13), shall be seen by the world for the first time 
since they took His lifeless body from the cross, 
coming, as the Son of Man, in the clouds of 
heaven (Mark xiv. 62), to take to Him His 
great power and reign, as “King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.”

We need not say more; the whole is so con
tinuous and clear, as to need no recapitulation 
or further remark. We would only just add 
that the person and the work of God’s own 
beloved Son were, it would appear, inseparably 
united with the names of His people on these 
stones, and thus borne up on the High Priest’s 
shoulders in his approaches to God. And this 
we have now in a far fuller and higher sense 
than even God’s people then; for the Lord 
Jesus Christ is Himself our Great High Priest 
in the presence of God, and we who believe

49
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with Him in resurrection, united to 
Him as members of that body of which He is 
the Head. It is in Him that we are accepted 
of God, and it is through Him and His finished 
work that we now have the “liberty to enter 
into the holiest ” ourselves.

are one

I



VI.

THE SIGNS AND THE HOPE.

WO of the most remarkable signs of the 
present times, if not, indeed, the most 
remarkable, are briefly and well stated 

in the following words, which recently appeared 
in Israel’s Watchman, a publication devoted to 
such subjects:—“The land of Palestine, not 
only preparing, but ready for the return of the 
Jews, and that return not in the future, but 
actually commenced.” In other words, that 
land, which has lain desolate for ages, is now 
manifesting renewed and most marvellous fer
tility ! That people, who for centuries have 
been scattered among the Gentiles throughout 
the world, are now turning their faces and their 
steps toward the land which is theirs. Wonderful=

I■
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words truly, to be written in and of our day; 
and heart-gladdening words they are to all 
who are looking for and expecting their Lord’s 
promised return, 
heart rejoice to consider—such events taking 
place—how very near the coming of that blessed 
One must be.

Very much is just now being both said and 
mitten, in many directions, among Christians 
on this subject; and it really is not surprising, 
living as we do in such days as these. The 
marvel would be, if such things as are now 
occuring in the world around us, and among 
the nations of the earth, did not excite the 
attention of students of God’s word. It is great 
cause for thankfulness to God that attention to 
the subject has become even so widely spread 
as it has. Oh that He may arouse the Church 
still further to realize the momentousness of the 
present day; and that He may stir up each 
individual believer to the joyful apprehension 
of that hope—that blessed hope—the coming 
of our beloved Lord and Saviour to receive us 
to Himself!

52
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THE CONNECTION OF THE SIGNS AND THE 
HOPE.

But it may be asked, “What connection have 
the signs of the times with this hope of the 
Church; and in what way do they show the 
nearness of its fulfilment, seeing that those signs 
are earthly, while our hope is a purely heavenly 
one; and seeing, further, that no sign whatever 
is given to the Lord's people now as to when 
He will thus come again for them ?” It is with 
a desire to meet so possible an inquiry in the 
minds of some, while endeavouring to indicate 
our position relative to the signs and the hope, 
that these lines are written. The Lord grant 
that the hearts of reader and writer may alike 
be willing recipients of all that is in accordance 
with His word.

We would premise that, in order to a clear 
understanding of this and kindred subjects, it 
is necessary that we should apprehend the 
various dispensational dealings of God with 
men in different ages, which are distinctly 
marked in Scripture. Of these dispensations 
(or terms of dispensational dealing), we have 
here, however, to consider but two: the one
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the dispensation of the Jews; the other, 
fensation of the Church. Let us, just as briefly 
as we can, trace them through as we find them 
in the Word, and this will help us to a due 
apprehension of the marked characteristics of 
each, and of their bearing one on the other, 
with especial reference, perhaps, to our position 
in the present day.

THE DISPENSATION OF THE JEWS.

This commenced when God called Abraham 
out from Ur of the Chaldees, saying: “ Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 
show thee: and I will make of thee a great 
nation .... and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed." (Gen. xii. i.) To this 
promise was afterwards added another, that he 
and his seed should possess the land of Canaan, 
into which God had brought him (Gen. xvii. 7); 
and these promises were subsequently renewed 
to Isaac, and again to Jacob. (Gen. xxvi. 3, 4; 
xxviii. 13, 14.) How Jacob and his family 
went down into Egypt (Gen. xlvii. 6, 27); how 
their children suffered cruel bondage there
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(Exod. i. 13, 14), and how, at the appointed 
time, God brought them out with signs and 
wonders (Exod. xii. 41), we all, by God’s grace, 
know full well. We know also that they were 
then declared, by God Himself, to have been 
separated by Him from all other people or 
nations, that they should be a separate people 
unto Him. “Ye shall be holy unto me; for I 
the Lord am holy, and have severed you from 
other people, that ye should be mine.” (Lev. 
xx. 26.) We know, too, that they were, after 
forty years’ pilgrimage in the desert, brought by 
Him into the land which He had given to their 
fathers and to them. (Josh. i. 2; iv. 19.)

Without following their history more minutely, 
know that the Israelites remained in this 

land of Canaan, under judges and under kings, 
until they were carried away captive for their 
transgressions. On the death of Solomon, God 
took from Rehoboam ten of the tribes, and 
these constituted the kingdom of Israel, as 
distinguished from the others, which were called 
the kingdom of Judah. (1 Kings xi. 31; xii. 20.) 
Israel were taken captive for their transgressions, 

have just said, to Assyria, and have never,
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as yet, returned nationally to their land. (2 Kings 
xvii. 6.) Judah, on the other hand, were, for a 
similar reason, carried to Babylon in Chaldea 
(2 Kings xxv. 21); but at the end of the seventy 
years appointed by God, they were again 
brought back to their country. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
20-23.)
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THE SEVENTY “WEEKS.”

It was just before the end of these seventy 
years that the angel Gabriel was sent to tell 
Daniel of another period of time, which had 
been appointed by God, in reference to His 
people, the Jews, and their city of Jerusalem; 
at the close of which, everlasting righteousness 
should be brought in, and God’s own Son 
should be manifested as His Anointed, the King 
of Israel. (Dan. ix. 24-27.) This period was 
to be one, not of seventy years, but of seventy 
“weeks,” or rather, seventy “sevens” (not 
necessarily of days, but years), and several 
occurrences, which would mark its course, are 
here foretold. It is not our purpose now to 
enter into each of these; suffice it to say, that 
this period, or age, was to date from the issue of
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the command to re-build J erusalem, and that on 
the expiry of sixty-nine (i.e. “ seven,” and “ three
score and two”) of the “weeks,” Messiah was 
to be cut off, but not for Himself.

We have thus all but one of the “weeks” 
clearly marked off, as having been fulfilled, up 
to this point. The other is deferred; the Jews 
had rejected and crucified their Messiah: their 
house was left to them desolate; the glory had 
departed, and the destruction of the city and 
temple here foretold took place soon after. 
Their dispersion among the nations, and the 
desolation of their land, of which they were 
long forewarned (Lev. xxvi. 31-34), and which 
have continued up to even our own days, are 
known to all. But though they have been thus 
for a time removed by God from their special 

, place of national testimony and blessing, and 
scattered through the world, they are to be again 
gathered into their land, and it is when a por
tion of them have returned, that the remaining 
“week” will be fulfilled. Leaving that, however, . 
for the present, let us first look at that which 
occupies the interval; viz.,
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THE DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH.

It is a characteristic mark of this dispensation 
that God is now dealing with Jew and Gentile 
alike, gathering out of both “ a people for His 
name.” Not now a race, or a nation, but in
dividuals—that is, those, wherever they may be 
found, who, by faith, accept the once rejected 
and crucified, but now risen and glorified, Jesus, 
as their Saviour and their Lord. Each of these 
believers in Him is baptized by the Holy Spirit 
hi to the one body, of which He is the head, 
(i Cor. xii. 13.) This baptism took place first 
on the day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 
ii. 1, and the Holy Spirit then given now dwells 
within that body, and each member of it is a 
temple of God (Eph. ii. 22), and will so abide 
with it for ever. (John xiv. 16.) It is this body 
which is “ the Church of Godand it is this 
presence of the Spirit here on earth which has 
hitherto restrained the full development of 
wickedness in the world, and not until the 
removal of the completed Church, and, con
sequently, of the Holy Spirit within it also 
(2 Thess. ii. 7), will the man of sin be mani
fested, and wickedness reach its limit.
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THE HOPE.

This brings us to the consideration of that 
which is essentially a mark of this dispensation; 
viz., our hope, the coming of the Lord in person 
to take us to Himself. “ I will come again, and 
receive you to myself,” said He; and this we 
now are looking for. He has subsequently told 
us, through His servant Paul, in what way He 
will come: how that He Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout; how that the dead 
in Christ shall rise first; and that we, the living, 
shall be caught up with them, and glorified, and 
changed into His likeness in a moment, the 
twinkling of an eye, caught up in the clouds 
to meet Him, our precious, blessed Lord, in the 
air, and so be for ever with Him. (i Thess. iv.
16.) Howbeit, He gives no date, no time; He 
gives no sign whatever of this His coming, but 
says to each, to all: “ Watch; be ready." Oh 
to be kept thus, ever watching, ever ready for 
that happy, glorious day !

“Watching and ready may we be,
As those who long their Lord to see.”

What glory, what joy, what-praise then! Our
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minds are far too small and weakpoor, puny

fully to comprehend such glories as, by infinite 
grace, we shall then participate in. 
shall see Him for ourselves ; Him who loved 
us and gave Himself for us; Him who His 

self bare our sins in His own body on the 
We shall see Him, we shall be like Him,

But we

own
tree.
we shall be with Him, for ever and for ever.

This then is our hope; and we have seen as 
peculiarly the history of this dispensation—the 
commencement of the Church at Pentecost; the 
continued gathering out, and adding together, 
of believers in the risen Christ as members of 
the body, the Church; until, finally, the body 
complete, it is removed from its place of testi
mony on earth to its place of glory in heaven.

THE LAST “WEEK.”

The parenthesis, or interlude, in the Jewish 
dispensation having been thus brought to a 
close, the period, or age, of which Daniel wrote 
will be resumed at the point at which it was 
suspended. We have already seen that one 
“week” of the seventy still remains for fulfil
ment, and this we will very briefly consider now.
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This “ week,” then, is the term or length of time 
for which a covenant or treaty will be entered 
into with those Jews who shall then have re
turned to their land, by one whom we know 
from other Scriptures to be soon after manifested 
as the Man of sin. That this must take place ' 
at Jerusalem itself, and in the Temple, is evident j 
for the prophecy speaks of the sacrifice, which 
can be offered in that place alone. (Deut. xii. 
11, 14.)

In the middle of this “ week," or seven years, 
this Man of sin stops the sacrifice, and sets up 
in the Temple his own idols or abominations. 
(See also Matt. xxiv. 15.) This, the time of 
the great tribulation, will continue throughout 
the last half of the “week,” even until the 
consummation of iniquity, when the judgment 
determined of God shall be poured upon the 
desolator (Dan. ix. 27, marg.), “whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 
(2 Thess. ii. 8.) We would just say, by the way, 
that this coming is of course quite distinct 
from that for the Church, the last “week” 
intervening between the two. The circurn-
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stances surrounding each are totally different, 
but these we do not go into now.

The “week” thus closed by the Lord’s coming 
as Jehovah’s Anointed to reign at Jerusalem 
through the millennium, finishes the period 
which God revealed to Daniel, and this era or 
age is, doubtless, that which was referred to by 
the disciples, when, as Jews, they inquired of 
the Lord, “What shall be the sign of Thy 
coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matt, 
xxiv. 3, Greek.)
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CONCLUSIONS.

We gather from all this that these two dis
pensations are on every side essentially different, 
and that while the present is running its course 
the other is in abeyance; in other words, that 
it was not until after the Lord had suffered on 
the cross, which ended the sixty-ninth “ week,” 
that the Church dispensation was begun; and 
that it will not be until after that dispensation 
is closed by the removal of the Church, that 
the last or seventieth “week” will commence. 
We gather too that the man of sin cannot be 
revealed, nor the great tribulation commence,
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until the middle of this last “week;” and 
further, that neither of these things can come 
to pass while the Holy Spirit is dwelling in the 
Church below, and that therefore the Church 
must go home before. We have seen that, as 
was prophesied, the Jews’ land has been lying 
desolate during their long absence from it; and 
we have also seen that it is now showing fresh 
fertility in accordance with God’s word (Ezek. 
xxxvi. 8, &c.), a sign given by God Himself of 
the return of His people to their land. This 
return we have further seen has already com
menced, and how soon may begin the last 
“week” appointed for them before their Messiah 
comes again no man can say. But we must 
not forget that ere it does begin the Church 
must be gone, the Lord will have called it up 
to meet Him in the air. It is in this way that 
we acquire deep personal interest in these most 
remarkable signs of the times.

And now what is this hope to us, each one ? 
Have we made it our own? Do we regard it 
with unconcern; or is it, indeed, the hope of 
our inmost hearts? Have we any interest in 
these coming things, or are they naught to us ?
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Do we look forward with joy to see Him who 
loved us unto death, and who waits to have 
us with Himself in glory ? Lord J esus, we do 
thank Thee for this hope; do Thou brighten it„ 
within us, keep us walking in its light, as wit- 

for Thee; and waiting, patiently waiting,nesses
for the time when we shall see Thee as Thou
art, and be with Thee evermore.
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