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The Twentve=third  Psalm,

A Sevanan preached af Teshesda Chapel, Groat George Street,
Bristol, or Sunday Evening, [une 2007, (5g7—fuliice Stendnr.

The Lord is ray Shepherd; 1 shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastuzes: He leadeth me
beside the still waters.

He restored my soul : He leadeth me in the paths of righteous.
ness for His name’s sake,

Yea, though I-walk through the valley of the shadew of death,
1 will fear no evil: for Thoo arf with me: Thy rod and Thy staff
Eey comfort me.

Theu preparest a lable beforc me in the pressnce of mine
saemiies ¢ than anointest my heed with oil . o ceg cucaech over.

Sursly goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.—Fralwm xxiii.

OUR meditation this evening, as the Lord may help vs,
will be on the short but precious z3rd Psalm, “ The
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want” This was
spoken and written by King David, Nuow, naturaily,
we should be inclined to say, " Mo wonder that he said,
“ [ shall not wang,’ because he, who had once been a
poor shepherd boy, locking after a few sheep, was now
a king"  And net merely a king, bat an exceedmgly
mighty king, for he had it in his power, if it had been
necessary, to send many thousands of soldiers into the
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4 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES

battle  And not merely a very mighty king, but an ex-
ceedingly rich king. Therefore, we are inclined, natur-
ally, to say, " That was the reason why he said, '1 shail
not want’ " He was, indeed, exceedingly rich, for he
had gathered together for the building of the Temple
stch an enormous sum that it would amount to more
than goo millions of pounds sterling of our money! %
vast 2 sum that all the epormous national debt
Great Britain could be cleared off at once by it! And
out of his owh privy purse alone he had given for the
building of the Temple more than 18 million pounds
sterling, a thing that bas never been since heard of in
higtory.

Yet these were not reasons why he said, “ | shall not
want,” but because Jehovah was his Shepherd] He
tooked after hin, He cared for him, e fed him, He
neurished him.  And thus the great point yegarding our-
selves is, that the Lord Jesus is our Shepherd, that we
are His sheep ; and this we know if we ate heeding His
voice.  Let us ask ourselves, Do we hear the voica
of the Lord Jesus? Do we attend to what He says?
Are we mindfal of seeking to please Him, and to carry
out His Word in our life and deportmentr? And, above
all, do we trust in Him Whao laid down His life-for
the sheep, Who made an atonement for poor rs,
whereby all who trust in Him for salvation might'be
saved ! These are deeply important questions, vhiich
we should aim to be able to answer in the affirmative
‘Thus it is with me, Then, even though we may be
whongst the poorest, the most ignorant, the most tried
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persons on earth, we, too, shall be warranted by the
fact that we are the sheep of Christ to say, * I shall not
want” .

And here particularly notice this. * 1 shall not want ”
does not simply refer to bodily necessities, nor merely
tv mental necessities, but to everything that we can pos-
silly neod while here on carth.  1f we find the spiritual
cenflict 15 great, and we seek more and more to enter
into our weakness, and kelplessness, and nothingness,
and entire dependence on God for assistance, here is
aword for our comfort which does not belong to David
only, but to us also, individually, if we have Jehovah-
Jesus for our Shepherd. In whatever want, of what-
ever kind, we possibly can be while on the road to
ITeaven, it is our precious, glorious privilege, with
David, to say ta ourselves, “1 shall not want, because
my Heavenly Father is my Shepherd, my precious
adorable Lord Jesus Christ is 1oy Helper, my Friend,
my Elder Brother, my Saviour. He will never leave
me, nor forsake mel” O, how unspeakably blessed is
the position of the wealest, the feeblest, the least in-
siructed child of God! Therefore the great, the decply
impartant question once more is this, “ Do we belong,
individually, to the sheep of Christ?” My heart’s
esirg and prayer is that ‘everyone here present may
with earnestness seek to get into such a Scriptural state
of heart, as to be warranted to sy, “ The Lord is my
Shepherd, [ shall not wapt.”

In the second verse, the figure of the shepherd and
the sheep is kept up, " He maketh me to lie down in
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green pastures.” Not “ driveth me to a few dry blades
of grass." But green pastures, tender grass. Then, the
sheep are not driven to these; but they are at
leisure to partake of the green grass, the tender grass,
the * green pastures,” and to lie down and to rise again,
as sheep. Now, the figures here used bring before us
the blessedness of a child of God! The world knows
nothing of our happiness in the Lord, and cannot, there-
fore, in the Jeast degree enter into the klessednass of our
position as God's children.

Our eyes have been opened to see the awful state
which we are by nature; that is, led captive by the
devil, at his will, to do the things which are hateful to
God and perfectly contrary to His mind. Further, it
has pleased the Lord not merely to show to us this lost
and ruined condition, but to enable us to own it befors
Hum, to confess that we are undone, logt, and ruined,
and that we cannot save ourselves, Even this is not
all But God has helped us by the power of His Holy
Sprrit to put our trust simply, solely, and entirely m
what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for sinners, even
tuliilling the whole law of God in our room and stead.
and bearing the pumshment which we have deserved
o account of cur numnberless transgressions, so that we
stund before God as just ones. That means we are
reckoned on the part of God as just and righteous—un-
just and unrighteous though we are in ourselves. We,
through ihus faith 1: the Lord Jesus Christ, not merely
become children of God, and heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ; but already, while yet in the body,
all our numberless transgressions arc forgiven,
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‘We have not to wait till we die, or till the Lord Jesus
Christ comes, in order to obtain forgiveness from all
our sins; but the moment we put our trust alone in
Jesus for salvation, that moment every ocne of our
numberless transgressions is forgiven, and shall be re-
membered no more throughout eternity, O, how uo-
speakably blessed is this position, and the result of it is
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost! We, without dread
and fear, now think about God—so to speal, look ITim
in the face, guilty sinners though we are naturally—
without being in the least afraid of an eternally Holy
God. O, how precicus! IHow unspeakably precious
s is!

And then, when at last it pleases God to take
us home to Himself, after He has helped us during the
whole of our carthly pilgrimage, in all our variety of
difficulties, and trials, and perplexing eircumstances,
and amid the manifestations of our weakness and help-
lessness—when at last He takes us to Himself, either
by passing theough death, or, i found alive ut the
return of the Lord Jesus Christ, being taken to Him,
then we enter upen our inheritance,  And that inherit-
ance s nothing less than what our Heavenly Father
gives to His Only Begotten Son, as the reward of His
wediatorial service, for all He did on earth, for all He
suffered on earth, for the passing through the hour of
derkness, in order tht the innumerable company of
poor sinners which po man is able to count might be
saved.

What our Heavenly Father gives to Him in the way
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of glory and reward for alf this, we who put our trust
in Him shail share with ITim. We can say to ourselves,
as believers in the Lord Jesus, “ Though I deserve
dothing but hell, I shall not only have Heaven, I shall
not only partake of the rivers of pleasure at the right
hand of God, but I shall share with my precious ador
able Lord Jesus Christ all the glory which the Father
gives to Him for His mediatorial work!™ O, what i3
contained in this! If the world only knew what the
sinner who believes in Christ obtains through faith in
Him, all the world would joyfully seek Him; but it is
because it is not apprehended, it is not known, that with
carelessness and indifference the world pagses on, and
often and often tll it s wo late to awake it

" Ile maketh me to lie down in green pastures.” The
figure herc used regarding the sheep brings before us
the exceeding great blessings and happiness which arc
the result of putting our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Whal, therefore, we have to do is to seek mere and
meorc to ponder it, and more and more to eoter into it,
with reference to ourselves. Then, not merely “ green
pastures” are mentioned, but “still waters” “He
leadeth me beside the still waters ;” the waters of quiet-
ness, an account of the timid nature of the sheep. This
is especially referred to. Not a mountain torrent, which
might frighten away the sheep, are they led to for
drinking ; but Lo the quiet still waters, in character with
the sheep. They are not frightened away. “ He re-
storeth my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of
righteausness, for Ilis Name’s sake.” I will mention here
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{what I have mentioned, 1 think, before) that this has
nothing to de with bringing backsliders to Himself
again. In the Hebrew, the words mean, * He refresheth
my soul,” or " He invigorates my soul; ™ just as by
means of 2 very good night's rest we are invigorated and
refreshed, or as a cooling draught of water given at the
time of harvest on a hot summer's day to the labourer
would refresh him, so, spirituafly, we, who are the chil-
dren of Giod, are refreshed by our Precious Shepherd.

It is the very joy and delight of the heart of our
precious Lord Jesus Christ to refresh us spiritually. Tf
at any time we are cast down, through trials and diffi-
cnlties, or through sore temptations, which we have to
encounter, and we find that we are not being refreshed,
what we should do {5 4o resind the Lord Jesus Chnst
that to Hiin ™ hath be¢n given the tongne of the learned,
that He might know how to speak a word in season to
them that are weary,” to them whe have need to be re-
treshed, o comlort them, ts encourage them, to
strengthen their hands in God  This precious word we
have brought befbre us rcgarding the Lord Jesus
Christ in the 4th verse of the s0th chapter of Isaiah,
and I advise all my beloved brethren and sisters in
Chirist to make much more use than they have yet done
of this blessed ward,

“ Ie refresheth my soul” O let us make use of this!
O let us, in childlike simplicity, trust our precious, pre-
cious Lord Jesus Christ! Whenever you are cast down,
whenever you are greatly tried spiritually, open your
heart to the precious Jesus, 25 yous Friend. 1 have done
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it for many a long year, and it is just this which upholds
e, which comforts me, which makes me a happy man.
[ deal with my precious Lord Jesus as a bosom Friend.
1 pour out my whole heart to Him, and tell Him all,
everything ; and beg and intreat Him, whenever [ need
it, to speak to me a word in season, that the weanness
may pass away, and that I may be refreshed spiritually.
And 1 find Him ever ready to help me. " He restoreth
my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness,
for His Name's sake” The Lord brings us into the
nght road, into “ the paths of righteousness,” and we
are depending on Him to be led along in the same road,
for we should soon wander away from Him and go back
again to our own foolish, sinful desires.  This second
part of the verse shows what i3 meant by “ He restareth
my saul; " that is, * He refresheth my soul, He leads
me along in the right mad”

“Vea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, T will fear no avil, for Thou art with
me; Thy tod and Thy stafl, thay comfort me” Here
we find the Psalmist suppesing himself to be brought te
mect the greatest trial, the greatest affliction ; nay, to
be brought to the very clase of life, to pass through the
ordeal of death. Yet his language is, “ Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, ] will fear
no ewit” How comes this? s it becanse we have so
much medical power? Surely not! When we are
brought 1o the very brink of the grave, is it becanse we
haye so much physical power and strength? Nol But
quite (he revetse. The reason is this ; because we have
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the Lord Jesus with us! “ Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, T will fear no evil, for
Thou avt with me" O how precions! The Lord caring
for vs, by His passing with us throngh the Vale of
Tears,

When we are brought to the condition that more than
ever we need Him, as a Friend, as a Helper, as a Sup-
port, there He is, never leaving us, nor forsaking us!
‘What we have to say mdmidually to ourselves when
the heaviest and greatest trials come, and when we are
hrought even to the very brink of the grave, and when
heart and flesh fail, is, “ Thow art with me; Thouw, my
precious Lord Jesus, art with me; Thou hast not for-
saken me, Thou art now with me, in my utter weakness
and helplessness ; T have Thee as my Almighty Friend
and Upholder, and Comforter and Strength.” O how
precivus! “Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, [ will fear no evik” Some of the dear
children of God, the real, true children of God, have
fear regarding the hour of death, “How will it be when
i come to die? ” they think. O say to yourself, * I will
fear no evil!” Not because we are anything in our-
selves, ar can do anything by ourselves; but simply
becanse it is written, ¥ Thon art with me ; Thy rod and
Thy staff, they comfort me,”

Now the last two verses place before us the intimate
conngction between God and His children, under
another figure—under the figure of a host ioviting
guests, “Thou preparest a table before me, in the
presence of minc enemies; Thou anvintest my head
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with oil; my cop runneth over.” Taking this verse,
what is the meaning? {t consists in two things. Trust-
ing the Lord Jesus Christ, the one on whom we have
to feed ; seeking to enter into what God has given us
in Jesus Clirigt, as the Law Fulfiller, as the Atoner for
our sins, and on Whom we have to feed spiritually.
That is the table which God has prepared for us.
Secondly, the Ward of God, the revealed Will of Gad,
as we bave it in the Holy Scriptures, that is what Gog
gives to us for our food; and this notwithstanding all
the hatred of Salan, notwithstanding all the opposition
of our enemies. “ Thou preparest a table before me, in
the presence of mine enemies.”

But new comes the practical guestion, “ Do we feed
practically on Christ? Do we seek at large to ponder
what the Lord Jesus Christ is to us, as our Redeemer,
as our Great High Priest, as the one whe is coming
again to {ake us to Himself, that where He is we may be
alsp?  What the Lord Jesus Christ 1s to us as our
Friend, as cur Counsellor, as our Strength? Now do
we seck in Him an ingerest, and do we day hy day put
on (ko use the Higure that is used in Scripture) the helmet
of our salvation; that is, seek to enter into what is con-
nected with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do
we comfort ourselves day by day with ali this? ” O how
deeply important to attend to 1t that we may have peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost, that the world may see what
a biessed thing it is to be a child of God—that thus we
may net only glorify Him, but strengthen the hands of
our fellow-men.
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" Thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup runneth
over” In the east, when a great one mvited any one
oi his friends to take a meal with him, to spend a day
with him, cne of the first things was not only that the
servants should hand him water to wash his feet, but
oll to ancint his head.  As a mark of respect and rever-
ence this was done. That was the welcome, so to speak,
given Lo the guest who came to the house of the great
one. Naw, we kave nao such thing done to us, but some-
thing infinitely more precious. The Holy Spirit is
given to ns—the Holy Spirtt again and again repre-
sented under the figure of oil  And as assuredly as we
have the Holy Ghost given to us, so surely shall we get
to Heaven, so surely shall we share the glory of Christ,
so surely shall we become like Christ and have our glori-
fiedbodies.  These are the things which are implied in
the grft of the Hely Spirit! O how precious these things
are|

Tf the heart habitoally were given to these things, it
would be full of joy! We should be exceedingly happy ;
and therefore my affectionate counsel and advice to my
beloved fellow-believers is, seek more 2nd more to pon-
cer sl this, with application to your own hearts, in order
that your joy may increase more abundantly. And
what will come of it at last? You will be able to say
with the Psalmist, “ My cup runneth over ™—1 am so
hzppy a man that I can scarcely bear it; I not only have
something in my cup, and a good deal in wy cup, and
have my cup full ; but my cup runneth over” O the
blessed pasition of a child of Geod, not as to pounds,
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shillings, and pence, not as to the possession of many
houses, not a5 to the possession of & great many hun-
dreds of acres of land, not hecause he has an enormous
suim i the Funds—not on these accounts.  There may
be little, or nothing at all, of all this found m his posses-
sion. But as to peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, as to
the blessedness of having this brought down into his
heart. O, my fricnds, how precious this!

Mow comes the last verse, “ Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the L.ord for ever.” The poor one
has been invited as a guest by the Rich One. He goes,
and finds it very pleasant there, and is happy. All that
is just what he desires naturally. Now, what conclusion
doeshecome to? “Ifind it so very pleasant to be here,
I will remnain here, [ will not go away any more”  This
brings before us what the child of God finds, in ac-
quaintance with Christ. Not merely eniering into what
God has given him in Christ Jesus; not merely having
o say, “ My cup runneth over ; I am brimful of happi-
ness.” Bat, “1 have almost more than I can bear. T
find it so pleasant, so exceedingly pleasant, this way
of going on, I can never get info another position any
morc. 1 will remain in the house of my Heavenly
Father for ever.”

That is the position into which we are brought as be-
lievers in Christ! And as assuredly as we are honestly
walking in the ways of the Lord, and truly surrendering
the heart to God, this is the result to which we come
We find it 50 pleasant, so precious, even for this life,
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that we have no desire to depart from the ways of the
T.ord. In our natural, worldly condition, we scek after
happiness ; but we do not get it. Nothing but disap-
pointmenl 1s the result, for after a few hours all this
worldly happiness is gone. But the position in which
we are brought by faith in the Lord fesus Christ not
only insures us happiness for a few days, or a few
months, or & few years, but for ever and ever.  So that
owr heart says, “ 1 will remain in this way; I am so
happy in this way ; 1 wili never forsake this way.”

Not merely so. But “ Goodness and mercy shall
foliow me all the days of my life’ I shall now be for
ever and ever a bappy man, and I will remain in the
presence of my Father ; [ will not leave His House any
rore, because I have found it so very, very precious to
be a child of God” Now, this has been my own
happy experience for seventy-one years and z half, and
therefore I commend this plan,which is according to the
Holy Scripturcs, to afy and every one who has not yet
kad it It is not merely for this one, or ancther one;
bul. God is willing to bestow the blessing upor any and
every one who is desirous of having it All we have
¢ do is, just like mere beggars, to open our hands and
to receive what God is willing to give to us. We have to
own that we deserve nothing but punishment ; we have
to own that we are sinmers who, on account of our
natural sinfulness, are enlirely unworthy of all the
blessings which God is willing to bestow vpon us; and
owning to this, and then putting our trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ for salvation, ensures to us these gifts,
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Will you not accept them il you have not accepled them
yet? Wil you all who have not yet put your trust in
Jesus, do so now? O what unspeakable blessedness is
here! Iremember well the very first evening after my
conversion lying peacefully on my bed, knowing that
tny sins were forgiven, that Heaven was my Home, that
T ‘was now regenerated, brought on the road to Heaven,
and my heart was ready to leap for joy. And ever
since matters have gone on in the same way, and this
is the hlessedness I desire for everyone who is yet with-
aut it, God give the blessing, and abundant blessing,
for Christ's sale.



et § WHHE Wejoice in the Lord,

A Sermon preached ol Bethesda Chapel, Greal George Streef,
Arestal, on Sunday Evening, fune i3th, 1807,

Altbough the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shalf fouit B¢
in the vings; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the felds shall
yield no meat; the flock shall be eut off from the fold, and fhere
shall b no herd in the stalls :

Vet I will rejoice in the Totd, T will joy in the God of my
salyation,

‘T'he Lord God is my sirength, and He will make my feet fike
lunds® Feef, and He will make me to wslk upou mine high places.
To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.—Xedekhyd iil.,
17, 18, rg.

IN the first verse under notice we have brought before
us not merely the loss of one thing, or of another thing,
or of anything, but the loss on the part of the Jew of
everything, for they were in.an agricuitural country
generally speaking ; and the prophet Habakkuk says
regarding kimself, “ Although the fiy tree shall net
biogsom, neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labour
of the olive shall fuil, and the fields shall yield no meat,
the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall
be no herd in the stalls, yet 1 will rejoice in the Lord, T
will joy in the God of my salvation.” Now, this is the
great and deeply important question, What Is it that
brought this man of God to the decision that though he
13
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should lose everything, though he should be reduced o
a state of the greatest poverty and difficulty and afflic-
tion, yet he would rejoice in Jehovah? What was it
that brought him to this? Because the Living God has
given Himsell to every one of His children as their por-
tion! He has given Himself to every one of His
children, so that whatever they may lose, in regard to
the things connected with this life, God remains to
them ; in other words, their ALL remains to them.
They are not, and they never really and truly can be,
losers of anything that is werth anything, for God
remains. .

He gives Himself to every one of His children, to the
weakest, the feeblest, the least instructed among them,
as their portion; therefore, having Him, they have
everything they could wish, God remains to them ; He
gives Himself to His children, once for all; they have,
once for all, blessing to make them happy . they have,
once for all, kindness, mercy, and grace, bestowed on
them, sufficient for their whole carthly pilgrimage, and
for the whole of eternity, O beloved in Christ, and
O beloved ones whao are not yet believers in Christ, let
us all really and traly seek to enter into what it is to
have God, and whal it means that God gives Himsell to
us, Two verses of the 73rd Psalm and many similar
portions might be brought to bear, but I think these
two verses will do, “ Whom have 1 im Heaven but
Thee? And there is none npon earth that I desive
beside Thee. My flesh and my hearl faileth” The
Psalmist supposes himseif to be brought to the.end of
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his earthly pilgrimage, brought to the point of death.
“ My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength
of my heart, and my pertion for ever.,” God had been
hig portion in life, and now he was going out of time
into eternity, God remains his portion.  Not only for a
few ycars, or for a few hundred years, but for ever God
remains trae to His people. T this were entered into
what happy persons we should be! O, if only held on
to by faith and realised, what peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost we should have—not merely now and then, not
merely frequently, but habitually! O, how ex-
ceedingly precious!  God gives Iimself, and with all
He is and has to the weakest, the freblest of His
childten. O, how precicus! How exceedingly pre-
r1ous !

And the prophet Habakkuk cntered ipto it, and it
was just this that reade him so happy. Though he
should lose everything that this world could give, yet
wonld be rejoice in Jehoval, ™ Yet, T will zejoice in the
Lord "—it means Jehovah—* I will joy in the God of
my salvation.” Now, let us just for a little while ponder
somewhat more minutely what we have here, what we
receive from God as poor sinners, trusting in the Lord
Jesus Christ; and what other poor sinners might have
if they were only willing to know what God is prepared
to give to those who come to Him through Jesus
Christ.  First of all, e opens our eyes and shows to us
the lost and ruimed condition in which we are by
nature ; makes manifest our complete spiritual dark-
ness and ignorance. He further shows to us that we
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cannot save ourselves, that salvation entirely depends
on Himself, through the gift of His Only Begotten Son,
Whose perfect cbedience unto death He accepts in our
room and stead. Now, all this is in the first place 10
be seen, to be apprehendead, to be laid hold on by faith,
n order that our eyes, heing opened, we may have the
beginning of peace and joy. Further, so far even as
this present life is concerned, we at once, through faith
in the Lord Jesus, obtain full forgiveness for all our
numberlesy transgressions. We are accepted in the
beloved, in Jesus Christ, and treated as righteous
anes, as just ones, though in ourselves unjust ones and
unrighteous ones.  So accepted in the beloved, and
treated as justified ones, accepted in the beloved and
treated as forgiven ones, not one single transgression
shall be mentioned against us any more.  All, all is for-
given! Entering into it oh, what peace it gives to the
soul, entering into it more and more it brings joy in
God ; the heart is filled with gratitude to Him for what
He has done for us in Jusus Christ,

But what T have mentioned 15 not all. We thus being
born again, regenerated, obtain spiritual hfe; while
before we were dead in trespasses and sins.  Now,
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we obtain
spiritnal Gife; that life is everlasting. The beginning
of this everlasting life is made when we are brought to
helieve in Jesus, and this spiritual 1fe is continued, this
spiritual life lasts, when the natural life is come to an
end, when we pass out of time into Eternity. This is
ancther blessing. Then we are now, through this faith
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in the Lord Jesus Christ, the children of God not merely
iit name, but in reality. 'We have obtained spiritual life.
We are born agam by the power of God's Holy Spirit.
We are really and truly the children of God, and as
such we are really and truly heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with the Lord fesus Christ; and thus we have
everything that we could possibly wish, We are infi-
nitely rich as the children of God, as the heirs of God,
as the joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus, for we partake of
all the things which the Father gives to Him, as a re-
compense for His mediatorial work on earth. Thus we
not only become infinitely rich, but we are infinitely
hounoured, for we share the honour which the Father
bestows upon His only begotten Son as the reward for
His great work. Oh, what an abounding reason, there-
fore, we have to rejoice in the Loxd, in Jehovahl
Being in this state, whatever may be our difficulties,
our trials, our necessities, we can obtain help from God,
because we are the children whom He loves with an
cternal, unchangeable love—the children who are so
dear to His heart that they are precious in His sight,
and loved by Him even as He loves His only begotten
Son, for they belong to Christ, they are members of that
mystical body of which He is the Head. What, there-
fore, can they possibly want that they cannot receive?
Their God and Father m Christ Jesus is willing to im-
part to every one of thera, even the feeblest and weakest
among them, every blessing that really would be a
blessing to them, everything that really would be for
their good and profit, and, therefore, to the glory of
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God. In the midst of trials and temptations, sore
tempiations, great attacks of Satan, we may come to
Him, in our utter weakness and helplessness, and
nothingness, and ask 1lim to fight our battles for us, to
help us, to stand at our side, to rebyke the wicked one.
and to drive him from us. All this our Heavenly
Father delights to do, because He loves us so deatly
and tenderly. He loves us with an eternal unchange-
able love. He loves us as He loves His only begotten
Son. Dk, how precices 15 all this)

Now notice further the title that is given to God. He
is calied in the 18th verse, “ The God of my salvation.”
He is the God of salvation ; but the preciousness of the
statement lies in this, that we have proved Him to cur-
selves thus, and are able to say, “ The God of my salva-
tion” That is just the language of my heart! Now,
how many of us are able to say this? Isay, “ He is the
God of my salvation.” Iglory init, T rejoice in it, for, by
the grace of God, [ am as certain that T shall go to
Heaven as if I were there already! Therefore, I say,
“ He is the God of my salvation” And there are many
scofes here present who, like myself, can say and sing,
“He is the God of my salvation” But if there are any
here whe are not yet able to say this, give yourselves
no rest till you can.  First of all, you must come
to see that you are sinners needing salvation. If
you do not see it, ask God to show it to you, and, as &
means to come to the kuowledge of it, read carefully
three or four times the first three chapters of the Epistle
of Paul to the Romans, and the second chapter of the
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Epistle of Paul to the Ephesizns. Read these portions
with application te yourselves, and if still you do not
see that you are sinners needing a Saviour, read yet
again these very portions. and ask God to open your
eyes. Then, when you see what is contained therein, ask
God to help you to put your trust in Jesus for salvation,
for He in our room fulfilled the Jaw of God, and, there-
fore, sets us Free, and He in our room and stead bore
the punishment due to us.

When able to appreherd this, we no longer dread
Ged ; we are no longer afraid of God, but look on Him
as our Father, as our Friend, as our Helper Who has
loved us in Christ Jesus. But if yet we have no peace
in our souls, let us go on asking God that we may, by
the power of His Holy Spirit, apprehend more feelingly
and truly the work of Christ, and to enter into it that we
may have that full peace and joy, which God delights
to give to everyone of His children, “Although the
fg tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines, the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields
shall yield no meat, the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls, yet, [ will
rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salva-
tion.” Oh, if any of you know this, how greatly are you
blessed! Oh, i every one here knew this what an en-
couragernent it would be to sinners who have not yet
obtained this peace and joy in God!

Now we come to the last verse, “ The Lord God is
my strength, and He will make my fect like hinds' feet,
and He will make me to walk upon mine high places.”
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* The Lord God,” that is Jehoval—for you know that
whenever we have the word * Lord " printed in large
characters, it invariably means this, “ Jehovah "—" is my
strength,” Was he weak physically? God would be
able to strengthen him, for Ie was his strength! Was
he weak spiritually, amid temptations, great and varied
and many, and of a lasting character? Jehovah was his
strength ; therefore, what could he lack? Was he poor
m any way? Did he require anything for the life that
now is? Or, for himself, or for his family, or under any
circumstances, did he require anything which would be
for the glory of God? God was zble and willing to
communicate it to him! Now that is just what we have
to lay hold of, that Jehovah is the strenpth of [is
children physically, mentally, spiritually ; and this not
now and then, but at all tines and under ull ciroum-
stances, however great the power of our spiritual adver

saries may be, and bowever feurlully they mny attack
us in order to overcotne us, * God #8 my siretyth, and
He will make my feet like hinels' feet, and He will make
me to walk upon mine high places”  The [eel like o
roe, a wild animal runming.  For what?  T'o net nccord-
ing to the mind of God! That, | judge, is particulirly
meant here by the words, “ Ie will make my [ret dike
hinds’ feet” Not to accemplish our own pirposes, not
to enjoy ourselves, but to act according Lo the mind of
God! The will of God presented W um, aiil insanta

neously and with the greatest alierily acted wpon;
therefore, the words, " hinds' foat," meann that na delny
is made, but inmedintely the will ol God wearned el
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Then one other peoint.  “ He will make me to walk
upen mine high places” The heart of the prophet
Habakkuk was in Heaven, and he looked down on the
things here helow, and the state in which he was. C
to enter into it, though we are poor sinners, that we are
seated with Chtist in heavenly places! That, therefore,
we shoyld treat all human affairs as those who are
seated in Heaven in Christ Jesus, and look dewn from
Heaven, 50 to speak, on the poor, weak, feeble, earthly
affairs here below, and judge about them as those who
are already in glory, who are already in Heaven.

Now. if ane ot the other says, “ But I am vet in the
bndy I find a difﬁculty thus to think, to judge, and to
act” my reply is, “ 5o de I, but the grace of God can
bring us to this state.”

" He will make me to walk upon mine high piaces.”
These high places are those in which his heart is fixed,
and this is just what we individually should have
—the heart in Heaven. While in the body, we must
attend to the affairs of this life; God would not have
us give up our carthly occupations because of the diffi-
culties connected with these things. But we must yet
rerpain in the position to which God has brought us,
entering into the spiritual life which has been given to
us, remembering that this spiritual life 1s eternal, that
more and more it will be developed, and that at last it
will come to the full fruition and we shall be holy, as our
Lord Jesus Christ was holy while an earth and as He
ever has been since He ascended to Heaven, and that
we shall at the same time have a glorified body, as the
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Lord Jesus Christ had when He was raised from the
dead. These are the blessed prospects of the weakest
and feeblest child of God!

Oh, what a precious blessing has God bestowed on us
in Christ Jesus! Oh, what are we poor miserable
sinners come to by faith in Him! Our great business,
therefore, must be in child-like simplicity to pender all
the wondrous blessings God has bestowed on us
through His Son, and, in child-like sinplicity, to believe
everything that Te has declared regarding us as be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in joyful anticipa-
tion look forward to the day when all this will have its
complete accomplishment, when we shall no longer
walk by faith, but by sight, having every one of these
blessings in actual possession. Now, one word more.
Are there any here present who up to this time have
been thoughtlessly and carefessly unconcerned about
the things of God? If so, | now entreat nnd bescech
you no longer to be thus—for the salvation ol your
souls, your happiness here, urul througheul Eternity,
depend upon your receiving Christ.  Salvation is alsn
to be had by faith in Jesus Christ, and God is willing (o
bestow the blessing on every and any ome, however
great and many their transgressions may be, Only let
them own that they are sinners, deserving nothing but
punishment, and only let them pat their trust in Jesus,
and the blessing 15 their's for over.



The Lord's [Prayer.

A Sersnon preached al Bsthesda Chapel, Great George Stredd,
Bristol, on Sunday Evening, Marck 27st, 18p7.

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
ars: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily 1 say
unto vou, They have their reward.

But thou, when thou prayest, eater into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; snd
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do;
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth
what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him.

After this manser therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom done. Thy will be done in earth, as # i in
heaven.

(Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, ns we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not inte tempration, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine iz the kingdom, and the power, ond the glory, for ever,
Amen.

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will elso forgive you :

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will vour
Father forgive your trespasses.—Maithew vi., 575

WE will meditate on part of Matthew vi, commenc-

ing at verse §: “ When thou prayest, thou shalt not be

as the hypocrites are, for they love to pray standing in

the synagogues, and in the corners of the streets, that
25
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they may be seen of men.  Verily, I say unto you, they
have their reward.” In reference to not a few of the
Pharisees of old this was actually the case. They would
stand for a long time in the synagogucs praying ; but
what was far worse than this, when the ordinary prayer
time came for the Israelites—about three o'clock in the
afternoon by our time-—they would so manage it that
just at that very time they could be found at the corners
of the streets, where they might be observed in the act
of prayer by as many as possible coming from various
ditections. All this was hypocrisy. They professed
thus tc be very holy men, but in reality it was the re-
verse. " Verily, [ say unto you, they have their reward.”
Their reward was the applause of their fellow men. 4
poor, miserable recompense.

" But when thou prayest, enter into thy closet”
The great pomt here is the secrecy in reference to
prayer. Not all persons are in such a position as thag
they have a little chamber to which they can retire and
lock the door. But if it can be done, it should be done,
If impossihle, God will accept accerding to our position
and circumstances. ] remember a case which I would
relate to show how persons may be sitwated.  About &)
years ago [ went to Gemmany to find missionaries for
the East Indies. On this journey T came to Magde-
burg, one of the sirongest and largest fortresses of the
kingdom of Prussia. Here [ found in the kouse of a
godly man in the Army a comrade of his, and, as he
lived in barracks, I said, ¥ My dear brother, how do you
manage with regard to prayer, as you are continually
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surrounded by hundreds of soldiers? * His reply was,
“ When I want to pray in secret, I go down into a large
sand-cellar, which is perfectly dark, and there I kneel
down on the sand, No one is able to see I am there,
theugh often some of my comrades come close to my
heels ; but never am I found there, Iam alone, perfectly
alone ; no one sees me; and that is my cloget” So in
whatever variety of ways the children of God may be
situated, they have to do the best they can. But the
great point is that as much as possible we should seek
to deal with our Heavenly Father in the way of prayer
insecret ; and under no circurnstances aim to be noticed
by our fellow-men in order to get their applause.

“ When then prayest, enter info thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door” (thus further stating the ex-
ceeding great importance of secrecy) “Pray to thy
Father which is in secret, and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.” Where there is this, a
secret waiting on God, He, in His Own time and way,
will give the open recompense.  He will show that He is
noticing ; He will show that He has recorded it in the
booke of remembrance; He will show that it has not
escaped His observation, “ Thy Father which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly” The secret waiting
on God will be manifasted by blessing. As assnredly
as we thus give ourselves to prayer, God will notice us,
and! give blessing, that anyone can see.

* But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the
heathen do”  That is, sentence by sentence, re-
peating  the same request, just as Baal's wor-
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shippers did, and as the heathen nations do
up to the present time, thinking that the more
their words, the mare the repetition of what they ask
for, the more certain is it that they will get it. “ Use
not vain repetitions as the heathen do, for they think
that they shall be heard for their much speaking; be
not ye, therefore, like unto them, for your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask
Wim.” Prayer is not necessary for the sake of inform-
ing God; but prayer is necessary simply because it s
the appointment of God. He will have us go to Him
for our own good and profit and hlessing, asking Him
for the things we require, because the blessing be-
stowed on us in answer to prayer is so much the more
precious than if the blessing were given without prayer.
Often and often God allows us greatly to be tried, in
order that at last, when the blessing does come and
prayer is answered, it may be all the more precicus to
us  “Be not ye therefore, like unto them, for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before
ye 2tk Him”

Now comes what is commeonly called, " The Lord’s
Prayer. “ After this manner, therefore, pray ye" This
shows us it is not God's appointment that these words of
the Lord Jesus Christ should only be used, nor that
we should continually use them. Bat in the spirit, n
this manner we should ask blessing. That is the
lesson we have to leartr.  “ After this manner pray ye,
‘Qur Fathes, which art in Heaven.' ” The very first word
is full of meaning. The petitions which are recorded
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here are suitable, and enly suitable, for the children of
God—far they are the prayer of the heavenly family,
those who arc believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, We
have to keep this before us, that as Jong as we are not
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, God is not eur
Father, Godis God to us. He is our Creator. He is
our Preserver. He is the One Who supplies us with
everything that we can need. He lets His sun
shine for us; He lets the rain fall alse, so that
we are bemefited by it But until we are believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ, God is not our Father. Now
this word * Our,” shows that we are part of a family,
pait of the heavenly family ; and thus it is that all who
put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation
of their souls, after having been convinced that they are
sinners, deserving nothing but punishment—all sich as
are believers—have in God Almighty a Father, * Who
art in Heaven” His place is everywhere; but
especially is it in Heaven, not on garth, though His
power may be seen everywhere, and the manifestations
of His presence be found throughout the universe.

“ Hallowed by Thy Name” That is, Thy Name be
bonoured; Thy Name be glorified  And here T
remind my beloved Christian friends of the meaning of
the word “ Name.” 1t does not mean the several letters
which forin the name of “ God,” but what we learn in
the 34th chapter of Exodus, when Jehovah pro-
claimed His Name before Moses. It is His Charac-
ter, His Atiributes, what He is Himsel, which are to
be glorified. Jehovah, the God and Father of our Lord
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Tesus Christ, the Father of all those who believe in
Jesus is to be glorified.  That is the meaning of “ Hal-
lowed be Thy Name; ” and just in the proportion in
which we enter into what God is, we find out what a
lovely, lovely Being He is, how infimitely lovely He is,
"Hallowed be Thy Name” In other words, “I pray
that Thou mayest be more and more honoured and
glorified,”

Now comes another petition. “ Thy kingdom come.”
That is, “ Hasten the time, bring it about speedily, when
Thou shalt universally be honoured, when Thou shalt
miversally be glorified, when all the works of the
wicked one shall be destroyed,” This will be after the
retarn of the Lord Jesus Christ.  See how cntrely im-
possible it is for the ungodly, the unconverted, to ask
this petition from the heart. The lips of surh may
utter it times without number, but the {rue mewning is
rothing short of this: “ Let the time speedity cume
when ¥, a wicked creature, shall he cast into the
bottomless pit.” That is just the meaning of the pruyer
when so uttered ; and of course this plainly shows that
only in ignorance the ungodly could usle the petitiow,
“ Thy kingdom come” The words can anly properly
be used by those who are belicvers in the Lord Jeans,
for they besecch Him soon to return, Hhal God univer
sally may be glorified and honeured by everyone on
earth.  That this 15 the meaniug we aer nnmedintely
from what follows.

“Thy will be dene {n eartl, ny i I8 in Henven."
Since the fall of Adum wnl [ve, the will of Gl in no?
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dene on earth. It was done before the fall of Adam
and Eve in Paradise, but from the moment they ate of
the forbidden fruit, and sin was introduced by the devil
on earth, from that moment the will of God was not
done to the full on earth, as it should be, and as it will
he hereafter when the Lord Jesus Christ has returned.
Let us clearly keep this before us. One of the first
things which was done after the fall was that the first
child of Adam and Eve, Cain, murdered his own
brother, Abel. There we see the frutt of sin entering
into the world, and ever since then the will of God has
not been “done in earth, as it is in Heaven" There
hive been those godly in spirit, at various times, who
hmve sought in their feeble mensare to glonify God, and
to walk to the praise and glory and honour of His
Name. But the great mass of human beings on earth
have not been doing the will of God, as the will of God
is done in Heaven,

“ive us this day our daily bread” Here the daily
bread does not mean simply bread and nothing else;
but it means the necessaries of life generally., What
we require we ask God for, and are allowed to ask God
to give to us. Naotice, particularly, that it is not stated
here, “ Give us our daily bread,” but “ Give us this day
cur daily bread.” That means we are not warranted to
expect 3 great abundance, in the way of supply of
earthly things. Geod may be going to fill our hearts
with cause for gratitude; God may most abundantly
give to us the necessaries of life beforehand, and a long
time beforchand ; but if He does not do 1t, we are not to
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blame Him, far Jess to consider He is not faithiul to
His promise, for He has not promised that He will give
us years beforehand, neither months beforehand, neither
weeks beforchand, neither many days beforehand, the
necessaries of life ; but He has only promised that day
by day we shali be supplied, and this also only under
the condition that we seek first the Kingdom of God,
and His Righteousness. In other words, if we walk in
the fear of God, making it our business to win souls for
Him, and to set a good example of godly walk and
behaviour before our fellow-men, we shall then as
assuredly as we trust in Him be supplied with the neces-
saries of life. For so did Dawvid say, “1 have heen
young and now am old, yet have I not seen the
righteous {orsaken, nor his seed "—i.e,, his chiidren, his
descendants—" begging bread.” “ Give us this day our
daily bread” On this petition we may write clothes,
house rent, taxes, supplies for all that which our family
requives. All this is implied in the petition for daily
bread. And how precicus te have to go to a Loving
Father, Whose very joy and delight it is to answor the
petitions of His children. He is not a hard Master, an
austere Being, but an infinitely loving Father. Oh,
that increasingly it might come to everyone of the
children of God to leok at Him as an infinitely loving
Being ; for when we are brought to this state we are
perfectly satisfied at all times, and under all circum-
stances with HHis dealings with us. Whether painful or
otherwise, we are satisfied that He doeth ail things well.

“And forgive us our debis, as we forgive our
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debtors.” This implies the owning that we are sinners.
It is a matter of exceeding great importance that we
give oursclves to God as we are, not seeking to make
out that we are very good people, very excellent people,
that we walk habitoally in Fis ways and act according
to His Mind—for the very reverse is the case, more nr
less, with every one of us even the best among us.
Therefare, we should increasingly ewn before God that
we are sinners, that we have not acted at every time
anc under every circumstance according to His Mind,
and have accordingly contracted debts, spiritnal debts,
because we are transgressors. We should own that we
are debtors before God, and ask His forgiveness, for
Christ’s sake, seeking it in God’s appointed way through
Jesus.  Not on any account secking forgiveness by pre-
tending henceforth we will live a better life, that we will
niake up for our misconduct ; that can never be done,
We can never make up for past transgressions, for
moment by moment we are expected to love God, with
all our heart, with all our strength, with all our might,
and to walk in His ways to the praise of His Nawe.
Therefore we can never by our own doings make np
for past misconduct. But, through faith in Jesus, if we
put our trust in Him for salvation, the Righteousness of
Christ is imputed to us. In other words, the holy work
and life of the Lord Jesus is put to our account, as if we
. irad been blameless, as if we had been without sir, as
i we had walked as consistently all our days as the
precious Jesus did.  His righteousness is imputed to

us, and by that alone [orgiveness is to be obtained-—
B
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putting our trust in Hin, secing Him' hanging on the
cross, shedding His blood as the Sinbearer, Who made
an atonement for our sins, and through Whom alone
we can obiain reconciliation.

“ As we forgive our debtors” This is particularly 1o
be noticed, If anyone has offended us, transgressed
against us, behaved improperly towards us, are we
ready to forgive? Are we habitually forgiving? Even
if it should occur many times, yet if the individueal who
offends us, and behaves improperly towards us, makes
confession, we are to be ready to forgive, and, supposing
this to be done, it is stated, “As we forgive cur
debtors” Here 1 would particularly inention that we
are not warranted to expect answers fo our prayers if
we are not acting according to this. 1 judge that this
oiten and often is a hindrance to oblaning answers to
our prayers, because we cultivate an inforgiving spirit,
we are not ready to forgive those who have offended us
and behaved improperly toward ws. “ Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors,” that should be true
of us.

“ And Tead us not info temptation, but deliver us from
evil” Our weakness, our helplessness, our nothing-
ness remain, as long a5 we are in the body, and we
shall be liable to temptation, and exposed to tempta-
tion. The Lord Jesus Christ found this. It may be in
our case, as it was with Him, that for a season the
tempter leaves us. For a scason he may not specially
seek to overpower us, but it will be only for a scason,
he will come again.  That, however, is only one side
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of the truth ; and the other side of the {ruth is this, that
God is ready to succour and help His children.  All
through their pilgrimage, if they orly own their weak-
ness and come to Him and seek His assistance, He is
ready to help. Our prayer, therefore, is to be this: that
God, in the riches of His grace, would allow us no mere
to be tempted than is absolutely needful for the glory
of His Nume, and to become more and more acquainted
with His power, with His love, and His readiness to
appear on our behalf.

Then it 35 added, " But deliver us from evil” That
mare especially means the devil himself ; * from the evil
one, the wicked one, deliver us.” For it is he who is the
source of evil, and the greatest evil, since it is he who
has such craftiness, and is continually ready to get an
advantage over us. Therefore, above all, our prayer
should be this: * Deliver us from the wicked one, the
evil one, the devil ; aliow him not to get an advantage
over ys; ” and this prayer is to be uttered from the
heart, to the wery last moment of cur carthly pil-
grimage. We never get into that state that we are so
perfectly holy, so perfectly sinless, so perfectly Christ-
like, as that the devil can never get an advantage over
us. Oh, let us seek to enter Inta it! T rell you my own
experience in this very thing is this: I distrust mysel
more than ever, I own before God more than ever my
own weakness and helplessness, and T have continually
cried to God to keep me from the craftiness and the
deceit of the wicked one, for were I left to mysell, aged
u3 [ am, and long as I have wulked in the ways of God,
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and in some little degree also in the fear of God, to His
honour and glery, in love and holiness—yet with all
this, were I left to myself my life would end just as Asa's
did. For thirty years he had glorified God greatly;
but in the last two years of his life he dishonoured God
deeply. So, on account of my own weakness, my
prayer continuwally is, “ Lord, grant that 1 may finish
my course with joy, and not to the shame and dishonour
of Thy Holy Name,”

“ For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever, Amen” These words bring before us
“the Why" to expect auswers to our prayers. The
Kingdem is the Lord’s, He, therefore, is able to do it.
He is the Mighty One, the Powerful One. " Thine is
the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.”
Thou, O God, art not changing, there is no variation
found in Thee, Thoeu art able to succour us. This 15
still further confirmed by the word “ Amen Yes!
So it shall be.  In this evil werld we shall greatly cheer
ourselves and comfort ourselves by this very statement
here, " Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the
gloty, for ever, Amen”  Oh, how precious the pros-
pect, that we do niot speak inte the air, but that we
speak to the loving heart of God Almiglty, Who can
do everything and Who is willing on hehall of His
children to do everything that is for their real blessing
in Christ.

Now, in the next and last two verses, we have that
which I have already referred to. “ For if ye forgive
men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will ulso
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forgive you ; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Here
wa see that not only are we not warranted in expecting
anewers to our prayers it we do not forgive our Ietlow-
men, when they have offended against us, and have
dene things which are improper ; but also we shall lose
the knowledge and the enjoyment which springs from
the consciousness of the forgiveness of our own sins
It is plainly stated, “ {f ye forgive men their trespasses,
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you, but f ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” And I believe that in
this we have the secret why in cur day there are found
so many true children of God whose life and deport-
ment, indicate that they are believers in Christ, but whe
yet do not enjoy the forgiveness of their sins, In the
case of not a few we have reason to believe it originates
from there being something in their mind which they
seem to be unable to pass over regarding offences they
have suffered [rom others, and that they have not for-
given. If this is the case they cannot wonder why they
do not themselves enjoy the knowledge of the forgive-
ness of their own sins,

MNow, this litfle portion on which we have been medi-
tating says to us afresh, "'What an unspeakably
blessed thing it is to be u child of God” Thus I have
found it during the past seventy-one yéars and five
wonths that I have been a believer in the Lord Jesus!
Ob, I cannot express to any who are not believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ what they lose by staying away
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from Him! There are so many who suppose that to
become a Christian is a wretched and miserable thing,
that to become a believer in Christ and to give the heart
to the Lord Jesus shuts us out from life, from every-
thing, and from every particle of enjoyment, A false
notion altogether. The very reverse, the very reverse
is the case! 1 repeat what [ have said more than once,
that with all my might, as a young man under twenty,
T sought happiness in the things of this world, and I
had the opportunity of finding it if it could be found in
this way atall. [ was passionately fond of the theatre ;
1 was fond of the ballreom ; at the card teble, at the
billiard table, and in ail kinds of worldly societies 1 was
found, and at the head of them very frequently as a
leader; but mnstead of finding real, true happiness it
was nething but disappointment that I met with con-
tinually. At last I thought, * Oh, if only 1 could travel
a great deal, how happy that would make me!” God
allowed me to taste this. I travelled forty-three days
in succession, day by day, day by day. [ saw the most
beautiful scenery to be seen under heaven ; but after
six weeks T became so sick of travelling that T could
pass the most beautiful scenery without even looking
at it. Five weeks after T found Jesus, 1 found my
Heavenly Friend, and the very first evening 1 was lying
peacefully on iy bed as a2 forgiven sinnier, in peace
with God. I blessed and praised Him for it And
without having to say to me, ¥ Now it must be ouf with
the theatre, it must be cut with the card table, it must
be out with the ballroom "—without anyone speaking
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to me a word, for 1 had not seen a single Christian to
converse with, that was a settled matter.

1 was regenerated now, bom again, having obtained
spiritual hife after I had been twenty years and five
weeks dead in trespasses and sins, Therefore, 1 say,
without anyone saying a single word to me, it was a
settled matter that my whole life must be changed and
altered. And thus it was; and what has been the
rosult? [ becams instantly a very happy young man,
aud I have been a happy man in middle-aged years,
and I am a happy man, yes, an exceedingly happy man,
greatly advanced as 1 am now in years. O,

“H all the world wy Jesns knew,
All the world would love Him koo™

But it is because the unconverted think it is 2 miser-
able thing to come to Christ that they stay away from
Him. The truth is this: That only, only, only through
{aith in the Lord Jesus can real, true happiness be ob-
tamed. Therefore, any who have put this to themselves
and stayed away from Christ, let them do so no lenger,
fot them own that they are sinners, deserving ttothing
Tt punishment, and put their trust alone in Jesus for
the salvation of their souls, and the result will be that
Lhey will obtain peace and joy in God, even as I found
it when T was brought to Christ. May God grant that
this may speak to the hearts of those who as yet have
heen geing on thoughtlessly and carelessly and uncon-
verned about the things of Heaven,



The Beloved of the Lamb.

A Sermon preached af Bethesda Chagel, Greal George Stveef
Hristal, on Whit-Sunday Evening, June 6th, 1897.

Revelation vil., g-15.

“ AFTER this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people and tongues, stood before the throne, and hefore
the Lamb, tlsthed with white robes, and palms in their
hands” At present, to all cutward appearance, the
nunber of the believers in the Lord Jesus Christ is
small, in comparisen with the vast number of those who
do not believe in Him, But it will nat always be thus;
the day is coming when innumerable multitudes will
be found te belong to Christ. O how precious to re-
member this! How deeply important to dwell on i, to
seek more and more to apprehend it, to comfort our-
selves by it, and to be stimulated through it to labour
that we' individually may be God's instrumenis of
adding to this vast multitude! What an encourage-
ment this for missionary labours! What an encourage-
ment this to speak to souls about their salvation| What
an encouragement, also, to seek to win {he young, the
middle-aged, and all vlasses of persons for the Lord, by
Sunday schools, ragged schools, and in nny way that

will tend to it!
40
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But in #n especial manner it should Jead us, indi-
vidually to stand before God, and to offer ourselves for
missionary service, if we have not done it yet. If the
Lord accept us, He will use us for the praise of His
Name; I the Lerd does not accept us, we have done
Qur part, in offering oursclves.  Still fusthes, if we do
not go out individually to heathen countries, we may
yet be instrumental in glorifying God in connection
with missionary labours. We can help the missionaries
with the means with which God will entrust us, and we
can help them by our prayers, by writing to them a
word of comfort, and a word of encouragement, and in
a variety of ways besides we may be instrumental in
helping missionary operations. A deeply important
yerse is this, full of cemfort, full of encouragement, full
of exhortation to do what we can that we may be instru-
ments to increase this grest multitude won for the
Lord.

"I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
vould number" It is out of the power of any human
being to count the vast numnber of the saved ones.
* Which no man could number, of all nations, and kin-
dveds, and people, and tongues stood before the
throne.” Notice the word “stood ;” that shows the
attitude of a servant.  All these elect holy angels stood
belore the throne ; all these saved ones, this maumer-
«ble multitude of ail nations and tribes and peoples and
languages were in the atitude of servanis before
lchovah, “ Stood before the throne and before the
lamb” The Lamb, as you all know, whenever the
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expression is used, has reference to our Lord Jesus
Christ, by reason of the atonement that He made
“ They were clothed with white robes,” White robes!
This has reference to the power of the blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Naturally, we stand before God in
filthy garments, spiritually ; and these filthy garments
we cannot ourselves wash and make white, so that
God can be satisfied with us.  We cannot give
righteonsness to ourselves, We have none.  All our
own rightepusness in Scripiure Is compared to filthy
rags. Whether we see it or not; whether we readily
allow it or not, this is the statement of God : our own
goodness, merit, worthiness, and righteousness are as
“ filthy rags."

Now these filthy rags can never citer itito heaven)
God cannot bear spiritual filth in heaven! All of this
character must be taken away : the spiritual filth must
be removed, and the culy way to remove it is by the
power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, a
great practical quesiion, thetefore, regarding everyone
1s this, " How is it with me? ® We should ask curselves,
" How is it with my spiritual robes ; are they white and
clean?” “Am I brought inlo such a siate as that God
can recewve me into heaven?” If I have not yet seen
that [ am a sinner ; if [ have not yet confessed before
God that L am a sinner ; if I have not yel put my trust
salely in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in His
atoning blood, then I am ot prepared for heaven!
But T am come to this. This is not a saivation for a few
chosen ones, or a few hundreds, nor even a salvation of
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a few thousands; but of an innumerable multitude
saved by the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, And as they were saved, and deserved nothing
but punishment, so I (we should say to ourselves mndi-
vicually), even L, may be saved, if 1 seek saivation in
God’s appointed way—-secking not to cbtaiu it by my
own goodness, merit, and worthiness, but through Jesus
Christ.  This innumerable company, everyone of them
obtained salvation through Jesus Christ, and thus
may I obtain it. But in no other way.

Many persons say to themselves, “ Well, it is true
that it has not yet been all right with me, as it might
have been and as it ought to have been; but I have
tried now to turn over another leaf ; 1 would seek now
to live differently from what 1 have been doing, and
thus I shall make up for past shortcomings, and failures,
and sins” This is a soul-destroying error! We never,
never, never can make up for one single sin of whick we
have been guilty, for if we [ailed in one particular only,
if it were possible that we should be in such a state that
we had fallen short but by one sin, that would be enough
for our perdition, for we should then have broken the
whate law ; and as long as we trusted in ourselves for
salvation, this broken law would bring destruction upon
us. Therefore, we must look away from ourselves to
Christ, and Him alone. God sent Him into the world
{n order that He not only might fulfil all the command-
ments which we bave broken times without number,
winl thus work out a righteousness in which we can be
wreepted by God, but He also bore the punishment in
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our room and stead for our disobedience, We mist,
therefore, hide ourselves in Christ; that is, look away
entirely from our own goodness, merit, and worthiness
—of which we have none, none, none—and put our
entire trust in the Lord Jesus.

Then, let us remember we must have “ white robes,”
else we cannot enter into the presence of God, Cur
own sins, which are compared to filthy garments, must
be removed, and we must solely and simply trust in the
merits and sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus,
by the power of His atonement, be made clean from all
our sins, O how precious! Now this is my cornfort,
having been guilty of numberless transgressions as a
young man, having also failed and come short in a
variety of ways since my conversion, though not living
in gross sin : yet failing in action, in word, in thought,
though hating sin and loving holiness—this is my com-
fort, 1 am standing belore God in white robes, clean,
and spotless, as if 1 had never in my whole life heen
guilty of one single sin. And into this state I have
been brought through faith in the Lord Jesus ; and into
this state not merely I have been brought, but ofl who
believe in Tesus, who trust i Him alene for salyation!
O hew camforting is this! The dread of God, the fear
of death, the fear of eternity stops completely when en-
tering into the work of the Lord Jesus, and appro-
priating it to ourselves! Now see to it, beloved Chris-
tian friends, that you individually do, i vou have not
yet done so, derive all the comfort which God intends
us to derive from this expression, " White robes.”
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“ And palims in their hands” The palm was in
ancient times the sign of victory, And this innumer-
ahble multitude, everyonc ol them having a palm in his
or her hand, declares that victory has been cbtained.
Victory through the blood of the Lamb. Victory
througl: the power of Jesus Christ, Who gave it to them,
Victory ehtzined for us individually, because He loves
us with an eternal, unchangeable love, * He Who has
begun a good work In us will carry it on by the power of
His Spirit,” and so at the last receive us to glory, O
how precious thisis! /At present we are in spiritual con-
fMict. Satan is not conquered yet.  Satan still is our
great enemy aid fights against us, and often and often
obtains, in some way cr another, an advantage over us
—if it be not in the way of leading us to an open fall,
there are sorne words cscaping us which ought not to;
there are some thoughts found in us which ought not to
be; and even, now and then, an action which is not
altogether accotding to the Christlike state i which we
aught to be found. But all this will come to an end.
The blessed Jesus, Wha has begun a good work in us,
will finish it, and we shall have individually (weak and
feeble and worthless though we are in ourselves), the
victory, through Jesus Christ.

Now this innumerable multitude “ Cried with a loud
voice, saying, * Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb.”” Notice this particu-
larly! They ascribe salvation to God and to the Lamb ;
1o the Father and to the Sen; to Jehovah and to our
lord Jesns Christ. They do nol say, “I was
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very prayerful; I was very conscientious; [ never
gave way 1o anything contravyy to the mind
of God” Nothing of the kind!  The very
reverse! Salvation is ascribed by every one of the
saved ones to (God the Father, and to God the Son, the
Lord Jesus, Wha is found here under the figure of the
Lamb, “ They cried with a foud wozee.” It is especially
also to be noticed that they did not merely whisper it
now and then, a few times ; but with a foud voice they
declared it, that people might hear it, because it was
the joy of their hearts to ascribe salvation to God, and
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and take not the least credit
to themselves.  This will be the case with every one of
the saved ones. Fellow-believers, we shall all, from our
inmost souls, ascribe entirely our salvation to God and
to the Lord Tesus, and that we did nothing whatever,
hut simply, like beggars, accepted what was given to
us!

" And all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders, and the four beasts "—that means
the four living creatures, in contradistincion to the four
great wosldly powers that will brood over Gentile
sinners—" and fell before the throne on their faces, and
worshipped God” Notice this again, the holy, un-
fallen angels stood round about the throne;” stood,
indicating the position of servants before the Master—
" stood round about the throne and about the elders,”
representing the Church, and the four living creatueres,
apd fell before the throne on their faces” in deep
hunitlity of sonl, ascribing salvation to God the
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TFather and to the Lord Jesus, “and worshipped
God,” praising and adoring Him for what He had done
for them, “ Saying, Amen "—that is, “ Even so is it”
“ Blessing "-—that is, praise in the highest degree—
“and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour,
and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and
ever, Amen.” This expresses the deep gratitude felt
on the part of the redeemed ones; and thus it will be
with us. I there is a little praise and a little thanks-
giving now found in our hearts, in the highest degree we
shall adore, and praise, and magnify, and worship the
Lord for what He has done for us in Christ Jesus, And
then again, to this they set their “ Amen” that is,
ascribing all from their heart to God.

" And one of the elders answered, saying unto me,
' What are these which are arrayed in white robes, and
whence came they?’ And I said unto him, * Sir, thou
knowest!'”  The question was asked the apostle
Joha as to whence these individuals came ; and he con-
fesses his ignorance, “Sir, thou knowest”—that
means, in other words, “I do not know, but thou dost
know it, and thou art able to tell me;” and through this
vonfession of his ignorance he obtains the information.
And this is just what we have to do befare God, ot to
make our boast that we know everything, that we are
already instructed {o the very highest degree, that we
cannot be instructed; but, on the contrary, o own
again and again, when we read the Scriptures and find
something that we do not understand, that we are
ignorant of the meaning of the passage, and ask God
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that He weuld graciously be pleased to teach us, We
shall find that He is ready to do it. And this instance
of how even an apostle confessed his ignorance should
be a particular encouragement to us to be ready on our
part also to confess our ignerance ; for we know that
he was not only greatly honoured, but he was a be-
liever who had been for a long time in service, in great
service, who for a very long time had been an Apostle,
and who was now at the close of s earthly pilgrimage,
for he was about ninety years of age, but he was not
ashamed to confess his ignorance, And so we should
never be ashamed belore God to conless our ignorance,
for that is the very way to increase our knowledge, If
we humble ourselves before God, He will further and
further mstruct us.

** 5iz, thou knowest! And he said unto me, * These
are they which came out of great tribulation’ "—more
exactly, “‘which came out of the great tribulation,
having especial reference to what they had had to pass
through, and bringing before us also that through which
we may have yet to pass—and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Here we have on no account to suppose that the great
tribulation had macde their robes white, but the blood of
the Lamb ; and we must never lose sight of the fact that
no trials, no afflictions, make us white. They may be
helpful to us, they may do us good spiritually, they
cught to do us good spiritually; for on this very
account, irials, sufferings, pains, sickness, afflictions, are
gent to us, t0 be a blessing to us—but they never car

I
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make our robes white. The blood of Jesus Christ wlone
can accomplish this. “ And have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb;
therefore are they hefore the throne” Not on account
of the great tribulation are they there, bug because their
robes were made white by the blood of the Lamb;
that is, by the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
“ Therefore are they before the throne of God.”

Now comes something else.  “ And serve Him day
and night in His temple * Serve Him day and night.”
Scme persons have an idea that heaven consists in
singing away our time, so that one hundred years after
the other we shall be singing, and that the joys of
heaven consist in doing nothing. This is a great mis-
taice. 1f we wark and serve the Lord a little, it is held
out as a great honour, a great privilege of serving the
Lord in eternity. There is one verse, particularly,
pointing out this in the last chapter of the Book of
Revelation, the third verse, where it is stated, * There
shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.”
Notice, this is held out as the greatest honous, privilege,
enjoyment, and blessing—that the servants of the
Living God shall serve Iim; that is, have the great
henour, the great privilege, bestowed upon them of
serving the Lord, and just in the degree in which they
have now the mind of Christ, in which they look at being
ullowed to serve the Lord as an honour, as a. privilege,
and not as a burden, not as an irksome task,

1 myself, have now for many a long year, again and
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again and again, asked the Lord that Te would vet
allow me to have the great honour, the great privilege,
the great enjoyment to serve Him, to labour for Him.
So far from considering it a burden, an irksome task,
the very reverse of this ; and just in the degree in which
we are happy in the Lord, so we shall lock upon serving
Him as a great privilege, as a particular honcur, a par-
ticular enjoyment bestowed upon us.

" And they shall see His Face, and His Name shall be
in their foreheads.” Now, that we find in the last chapter.
Tiere is a reference also in the 15th verse of the th
chapter, “ Therefore "—because they have washed their
robes and made them white i the bloed of the Lamb
—"therefure are they before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night”

And when you and I, as believers, shall be found at
the last in this place, and in this state, and actually do
serve the Lord night and day, and we shall adore
and praise Him for bestowing this honour upen
us to do any little thing for Thim. * And He that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them” God com-
pletely near, in our midst ; we shall look at Him with-
out the least particle of dread or fear, because the guiit
is completely gone from the conscience, through the
power of the atoning blood of the Lord Jesns Christ.
O the blessedness of all this; and these are not merely
simple phrases, but these staternents are brought before
us as realities, which hereafter will be found true in our
own happy experience.

Then 1a the last iwo verses we have before us the
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exceedingly blessed state in which we shall be found,
when the curse has been completely removed. ™ They
shail hunger no more, neither thirst any more.” That
15 not literally hunger, nor literally thirst ; but spdrife-
ally no longer hungering nor thirsting, hawing obtained
to the full everything which even the renewed heart can
desire. O think of the blessedness, the wondrous
hlessedness of all this! And yet with all these state-
ments in Holy Writ, it is again and sgain found that
when persons arc converted, they are pitied as being
very silly and foolish persons, becanse it is thought they
have to be wretched, as if it were a miserable thing to
be regenerated, to be born again. Why, the truth is
there is no real happiness, and can be none, till we are
brought to know Jesus, and all of us who are believers
in Christ know it from our own experience. We sought
happiness in the beggarly pleasures of the world, and
we somelimes even thought we had obtained it ; but a
little while longer and we found we had been deceiv-
ing ourselves—thal no real, {rue happiness could be
found anywhere else but in the Lord Jesus. And we
know, from experience, that what we did obtain was
throagh faith in Christ.

“They shall hunger no more, acither thirst any
more; Deither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat "—that is, the sun shall not strike them in a pain-
ful way, in an unpleasant way, as in tropical countries.
While I was cnce on my missionary tours, going
through India, I had again and again to hear from be-
loved missionary brethren what a trial to them was the
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excessive heat, this being struck by the sun.  And at
last, [ myself knew this, from my own cxperiemnce, for
after I had lahoured for forty weeks in Caleutta, with
the heat at 110 degrees, it came to this, that I could
only lie on my couch, without being able to do anything
at all ; and when I sought medical advice regarding it,
the physician told me, “ At the risk of ycur life you slay
one day longer here; you must at once go to the hills”
And only when I was in an atmosphere of three or four
thousand feet above the sea, life rcturned again, as it
were, and [ got into a different siate. All this explains
what is meanl here, “ neither shall the sun light on
them,” that is, strike on them, “nor any heat” The
curse being gone, this, too, will completely go, and so
in our glorified hodies we shall not have the least incon-
venience regarding any of these things.

“For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living foun-
tains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears [rom
their eyes.” Completely near God!  Completely near
the Loxd Jesus, in His happy presence habitnally, day
after day, year after year, one hundred years after the
other, one thousand years after the other, one million
years after the other; and unspeakably happy con-
tinually, everything that would try us removed com-
pletely, because the curse is gone. “ God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes” This is the blessed pri-
vilege not merely of one, or of the other, such as Panl,
or Peter, or James, or John, but the preat privilege of
the weakest, feehlest child of God now on earth, O
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how blessed! How unspeakably blessed is the Jot of
everyone who is a <isciple of Jesus! Therefore, mstead
of allowing these persons o pity us, because we are
awake spiritually, and made to come to Christ, we have
rather to tell them how exceedingly happy we are,
through believing in jesus. Now are there any present
who are not yet believers in the Lord? You may be
fooking forward to especial enjoyment at Wintsuntide,
and be saying to yourselves, " O when Whitsuntide
comcs, how happy I shall be” That was just the case
with me when I was a boy. Whitsuntide was particu-
larly a pleasant time, and in the little town where 1
was brought up lhere was much going on at that time.
But Whitsuntide lasted only a few days! At last, how-
ever, when I was twenty years of age, I found Jesus, of
Whom I had never heard as an unconverted young
man, for though T had thirty tutors in the high classical
school in which I was for nine years to be prepared for
the University, it being the wish of my father that I
should become a clergyman, yet not one of them ever
spuke to me about my soul. Omne day, when in decp
trial, infidel books were put into my hand, which I shud-
dered te look at and returned, but never did anyone
speak to mc about Jesus until I was just past twenty,
Then being led inte a little religicus meeting, through
the advice of a friend, T found Jesus. 1 entered this
meeting as completely dead in sin as any young man
could be. T left the house as a happy young disciple of
the Lord Jesus, and have been a happy man ever since,
now seventy-one years and seven months. Therefore,
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instead of our being to be pitied when brought to Jesus,
it people understood what is meant by coming to Him,
and trusting in Him they, themselves would be in
earnest to care about their souls. DBut because they
are ignorant as to what it means to believe on Christ, so
they look on us with pity and compassion.

It is an unspeakably blessed thing, even for this life,
to be a believer in Christ; but what will it be when
at last we actually enter upen the glory, and become
perfect in His likeness, perfectly free from sin, in every

_way ready, moment by moment, to glonify God, so that
His Will will only have to be presented to us, and in-
stantly we shall be ready to carry it out! That day
is coming, be sure of it. It will come, and therefore
should there be any present who have not as yet sur-
rendered their heart to the Lord, O, my dear young
friends, O, my dear [ellow-sinners of middle age, O,
my fellow-sinners greatly advanced in life, if you have
not yet given your heart to the Lord, hasten to da it
without a mement’s longer delay.

Be in earnest! Own before God that you are a
sinner, that you deserve nothing but punishment, and
ask Him in pity and compassion to look upon you, and
to help you to put your trust in Jesus. Thus the
blessing will come, as assuredly as you really desire to
obtain it.  God grant that it may be so, for Jesus' sake,
Amen.
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A Sevunon prreached at Bethesda Chapel, Grear Grovge Street,
Bristol, vn Sunday Hventng, May and, 13p7.

2 Kings v.

A GREAT man was Naaman, a very great man, and not
only so, but a very rich man, as we shall presently see
by the illustration we have here. “ But he was a leper.”
O, how [requently does the Lord act in this way, that
with all the glory and honour in connection with great
standng n the world, amid the admiration, of the
world ; there is some trial, some affliction, some special
trial, or some special affliction associated. Thus it was
here. This man was the chief captain of the mighty
host of the King of Syria. God had greatly blessed
hiy in that position, for through his instrumentality
victory, great victory, had been gained. Personally,
also he was “ a mighty man in valour.”  “ But be was
aleper.”

Now, naturally, the desire under such circurnstances
was thal there might be found a remedy for the dis-
ease ; but it was not to be had.  Yea, notwithstanding
ail that medical skill has been able to accomplish in
these hundreds of years, and thousands of years, there

33
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never yet has been found a remedy for lcprosy. It has
pecn sought after, continually sought after, but without
avail. Now, as | stated, Nuaman would say, “O, [
wish 1 could get rid of this leprosy ;” and at last he did
get rid of it. But this very leprosy was the means of
his conversion ; he would never have got into contacl
with the prophet in Samaria had it not been for the
leprosy. And thus God in our own case, again aud
again, allows a trial, a great trial, a very heavy trial, in
order to bestow on us great blessing.  But for the
leprosy, speaking after the manmer of men, the salva-
tion of his soul never would have come! (od, however,
overruled all this to the blessing of his soul, and thus
God overrules again and again in our own case, so that
the greatest trials turn out the greatest blessings.

Here 1 sct my own casc, and refer to my own experi-
ence, it a long Christian hfe. I have never passed
through a single trial (and I have had hundreds of
them), but invariably it has turned out a blessing to mc;
and I have found that my greatest trials and my greatest
difficulties have become my greatest blessings in the
end! I mention this particulatly for the comfort and
encouragement of young believers: to let God work
as He wills. A little maid, a young girl, is here used
by the Lord to bring about a great work, God is a
wonder-working God! He has ten times ten thousand
different ways of working, hut He always does His
work and always manages things to tuyn out to the
glory of His Name!

Who would have thought that this poor little maid,
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who was taken captive hy the Syrians, would be the
instrument in bringing about the restoration of the chief
vapiain of the host of Syria, and, more than this, to
bring about the salvation of his soul?  The prophet
could not do it of himself; but the prophet was to be
a further instrument in bringing about the restoration,
by the power of God Almighty! “ And she (the maid)
said unto her mistress, ' Would God my lord were with
the prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover
him of his leprosy™ . Now this might have been said,
and no notice taken of it, or, if there had been one
willing to take notice, yet he might not have been In
the right quarter to hear; but to bring about real
blessing, we read, “ One went in, and told his lord”
That is, her master, the chiel captain of the host, was
informed. “ Thus and thus said the maid that is of the
land of Tsrael And the King of Syria said, ' Go to, go,
and I will send a letter unto the King of Tsrael ;" and he
departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and
six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of rai-
ment”

He considered that as the blessing sought after was
so great, he must take an immense present to give to
the prophet. It was a matter of such exceeding great
impertance to be restored to health, to have the leprosy
removed. Now here we see; what | stated before, that
Naaman was not only a great leader, a great soldier, a
mighty captain, and personally of great valour, but he
was, in addition to this, an exceedingly rich man. In
ile first place, as a fee for restoration, he took ten
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talents of silver. That means, of our money, £3.422,
for the Jewish talent was equal to £342 35 od. Then
he was not merely content with ten talents of silver, but
tock also six thousand pieces of gold, In the Hebrew
what is called here a picce of gold represents consider-
ably more than a pound sterling ; therefore, these six
thousand pieces of gold made about £10,000 more.
In all about £13,422 was the amount he took as a fee
to the prophet for recovering him from his leprosy.
This shows how immensely rich he was! Ten changes
of raiment also, of the value no doubt of not a few
pounds, were included in the gift.

“ And he brought the letter to the King of Tsrael,
saying, ‘Now when this letter is come unto thee
beheld, T have therewith sent Naarman, my servant, to
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.” And
it came to pass, when the King of Israel had read the
letter, that he rent his clothes and said, ‘ Am I God, to
kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me
to vecover a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider,
I pray you, and see how he secketh a quarre! against
me’” The King of Syria, of course, vnderstanding
nothinsg of the miraculous manner in which the prophet
might restore the leper of his leprosy, thought it was
simply a matier of power that was to be exercised, and
all he had to do was to give a letter of commendation
to his chief captain Naaman, and that then the matter
would be settled by the King of [srael. But when the
King of Israel read the letter he was altogether as-
tonished to receive such a communication, and con-
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sidered that as it was quite out of his power to do the
thing asked, the letter had been written to seek an
accasion against him o begin a war.

“And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had
beard that the King of Isracl had rent his clothes, that
he sent to the King, saying, ‘ Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? Let him come now to me, and he shall
know that there is a prophet in Israel’” It was to
Elisha that the little Jewish maid had referred. “ So
Naaman came with his horses, and with his chariot, and
stood at the door of the house of Elisha” He did not
go in. It was beyond him, in his pride and high-
mindedness, such a great man as he was, He remained
quiet in his chariot, aund expected that the prophet
would come out to him and cure him there.  “And
Elisha sent & messenger unto him, saying, ‘ Go and
wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall
come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean' But
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, * Behold,
I thought, he will surely come cut to me, and stand and
call an the Name of the Lord his God, and strike his
hand over the place and recover the leper. Are not
Abana and Pharpas, rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? May I not wash in them, and
be clean? Se he turned and went away in a rage’”

This passage is exceedingly instructive to everyone
of us. “T thought he would do so and s0.” He laid
down a rule how the prophet should act. And thus
are we continually in danger, when we read statements
in the Word of God which do not agree with our pre-
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conceived notions, saying, *“ How can this be? " “ How
is this possible?” “1 think 50 and so about it.” 1
think it ought to have been thus stated.” Just acting
like this Naaman, when he said, " Behold, I thought, he
will surely come eut to me, and stand and eall on the
Namee of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over
the place ” (move his hand up and down over the place,
ihat is the idea), "and recover the leper” O, let us
ask God to keep us from such a spirit as Naaman mani-
fested in this case.

But then he goes further, “Are not Abana and
Pharpar rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of [srael? May I not wash in them, and be clean?  So
he turned and went awuy in a rage” Now, in the next
verse, we see how much wiser his servants were than
their master. “ And his servants came near, and spake
unto him, and said, * My father,” He was not literally
thetr father, but this was an honourable way of address-
ing him. “* My father, if the prophet had bid thee do
some great thing, wouldest thou not have dene it?’”
If, for instance, he had said, “ Run a thousand miles
time after time,” he would not have considered it any-
thing too much. Or if he had said, " Beat thyself 2
thousand times for five minutes eack time, very
severely,” he would not have considered it too great a
thing. But because it was such a very little thing, he
despised it. Here we find the wisdom of the servant
above the wisdom of the master. * How much rather
then, when he saith to thes, * Wask and be clean?’”
Such a very little thing,
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Well, this speech of the servants had an effect on him.
* Then went he down and dipped himself seven times
in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God ;
and his flesh came again lilce unto the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean” Now, it is a very remarkable
thing that in the oldest translation of the Old Testa-
ment, called as many of you know already, the Septua-
gint, which-is written in Greek, the passage is, “ He
baptized himself seven times in Jordan,” bringing before
us the meaning of baptizing.  “ And his flesh came
again like unto the flesh of 2 lttle child, and he was
clean.”

Now, see, how the man instantaneously is completely
altered. * And he returned to the man of God, he and
all his cempany, and came and stood before him.” Not
now remaining seated in his chariot, in his pride and
highmindedness, as the chief captain of the host of the
King of Syria; but, as a humble servant, standing
before the prophet “And he said, ‘ Beheld, now I
know that there is no God, in all the earth, but in
Israel; now, therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of
thy servant’”  He had now come to the knowledge of
the true and living God  He had been an idolator
before, nothing but an idolator, and an idolator all his
life. But now, through the insttamentality of the
miracle which had been wrought on him, in restoring
him of his leprosy, curing lim completely, he is an
altered mon altogether.

“ Take a blessing of thy servant” That means,
“Now, take all this silver and gold which I have
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brought to thee, and these ten changes of raiment ; take
all this” “That is what he meant when he said, “ I pray
thee, take a blessing of thy servant,” for he had brought
this enormous sum of money as a reward for curing him
of his leprosy. Now, se¢ how the prophet acts. But
he said, “ As the Lord liveth before Whom I stand '™
(* As Jehovah liveth, Vhose servant T am,” that is the
meaning of the words, “ Before Whom I stand ™), "1
will receive none” This prophet sought the glory of
God. Tf he had taken the vast sum of money offered,
it wonid have been considered that he wrought mira-
cles for the purpose of obtaining money.  But that was
altogether far from this holy man's purpose. All was
done to the glory of God “ And he vrged him to take
it ; but he refused.” He would not take one small silver
coin as a recompense.  Not one single change of rai-
ment. He took nothing whatever! The glory of God
was dearer to his heart than all the immense sum of
gold and silver which Naaman brought to give him.
“And Nazman said, ‘Shall there not then, [ pray
thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of
earthe For thy servant will thenceforth offer neither
burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto
the Lord’” See how complete the change was! With-
out a word being said by the prophet to hum, he had
obtained from God envugh light at once Lo see that he
could pot remain any longer an idolator. As to his
worship, there must be a complete alteration in his
whole life. He saw that the worship in which he had
been engaged up to that time was altogether contrary
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to the mind of God, that it was idolatry, and hateful
to Him ; that he had been worshipping devils, instead
of the true and living God.

He desired instantaneously to become altogether dif-
ferent; and without a single word having been spoken
to him on the subject, he considered that now he had to
alter all this. He must bring his offering to God, and
he conceived that there was no better altar to be ob-
tained than one made of the carth of the country of
Israel For this reason, he desired * two mules’ burden
of earth” See in what a brief time God can work real,
true conversion in the hearts of persons!  And to make
this practical we are to look upon our unconverted
parents, or unconverted children, or unconverted wives
or husbands, however far from God they may be now,
and remember how it is in the power of God very, very
quickly, in a brief moment, ta change their hearts con-
pletely.  Sucha portion as this tells us how readily God
can alter things. There is Paul's conversion before us.
The voice fram heaven, “ Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou Me? ” instantly brought about a complete
changre in the heart of this persecutor of the disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

And there is Manasseh's case; a most fearfully
wicked one. 'We have not an instance, in Holy Scrip-
ture, of one more abominable and more wicked than
this Manasseh was, But the Almighty imposed a ter-
rible judgment on him, with the result that he was
brought Lo the knowledge of the true living Ged, and
became an entirely altered person. This abuininable
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wretch, this most awful sinner of sinners! See what
God can do. The man is completely altered.  He who
had made Jerusalem almost to swim in blood, on
account of the nuraberless innocent persons whom he
had murdered. An exceeding envouragement this is,
and it hrings before us the exhortation under no cir-
cumstances to give up prayer, but contimually to look at
the power of God, in His love, to listen to our supplica.
tions.

“And Naaman said, *Shall there not then, T pray
thee, be given to thy servant twe mules’ burden of
earth. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that
when my master goeth unto the house of Rimmen to
worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and T bow
myself in the house of Rimmon, when [ bow down my-
self in the house of Rimmon, the Tord pardon thy ser-
vant in this thing” A remark that which shows us the
enlightenment given to Naaman. He reasoned, “ T am
woing back to Damascus, and when there, 1, as the chief
captain of the host of the King of Syria, shall have to
accompany my master when he worships in the house
of the idol Rimmon. My master will expect that when
he bows before Rimmon, 1 bow too; and what wiil
become of me if T bow not down, as my master the king
does?” Therefore, he brings this before the prophet.

Now, naturally, one might have expected that the
prophet would say, “ O, Naaman, this would be very
wicked of you; thou must rather give up thy position
as chief captain than bow down before this idol.  Thou
wilt dishononr God, the true and living God, in domg’
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s0!”™ But what does the prophet say? “ And he said
unto him, ‘ Go in peace”” That means, before Naaman
could get to his master’s, the Lord would enlighten him
more and more ; for he had shown already how in these
feww hours after his conversion, he had obtained such an
cxceeding great amount of knowledge that he could no
longer carry on his idol worship as before, and, there-
fore, wanted another altar altogether, and would on this
account take some of the earth away out of the land of
Isreel, in order to carry on a completely different wor-
ship from what he had been engaged in before.  There-
fore, the prophet considered, * Let him alone ; the Holy
Spirit wili instruct him further and further, for he has
given proof already how greatly He has advanced him
since he dipped himself and washed himself in Jordan.”

It was on this account that the prophet said, “ Go in
peace.” Not that he would countenance idolatry, but
that at present he was too weak to be fully enlightened
about everything.  Just such a case as we find in the
Gospels.  The Lord Jesus Christ had many things
more to say to his disciples, but they could not bear
them ; and, therefore, He did not speak, further and
further to them. For this very reason, the prophet said
nothing ; but left it to the power of the Spirit of God,
not merely to enlighten, but to strengthen him, lor what
hehad to do. And we have the fullest reason to believe
that Naaman, on whom the king had leaned in going to
the house of Rimmon, no longer proceeded as he had
hefore.

" Bt Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of Ged,
c
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said, ‘Behold, my master has spared Naaman this
Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he
brought; but as the Lord liveth, 1 will run after him '
and take somewhat of him’ So Gelazi followed after
Naaman ; and when Naaman saw him running after
him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and
said, 'Is all well?’; and he said, ' All is well; my
master hath sent me, saying, “ Behold, even now, there
be come to me from Mount Ephraim twe young men of
the sons of the prophets; pgive them, I pray thee a
talent of silver, and two changes of garments”'” A
complete falsehood, a fabrication of the whole, in order
that he might get money for himself. And he did get
the money for himself; but the lies he had uttered
brought a most horrible judgment.

* And Naaman said, ‘ Be content ; take two talents;’
and he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in
two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them
upon two of his servants ; and they bare them before
him.” Naarman was ready at once to do what he was
asked by giving two talents—which, of our moeney, is
£684 8s~—besides two changes of garments; and it
was a heavy load for two servants to carry. “ And they
bare them before him. And when he came to the
tower "—rather to the elevation of the hill, Samaria
being built en a hill, which he had come down in order
to get to Naaman—" he took them from their hand,
and bestowed them 1 the house ; and he let the men
go, and they departed.” Having got the money, he put
it away in some secret place in the house to hide it
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“ But he went in, and stood before his master. And
Elisha said unto him, * Whence cometh thou, Gehazip’
And he said, * Thy servant went no whither”” Ready
to utter Le after e “ And he said unto him, * Went
not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again
from his chariof to meet thee? Is it a time to receive
money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and meuservants, and
maidservants? "

“0), Gehazi, thou hast not cared in the least about
the horour of Jehovah!” We imagine the prophet
saying, " I refused what was offered to me, and would
take nothing whatever, in order that God might be
glorified by my declining to accepta recompense for re-
storing him of his leprosy ; and thou hast uttered lies,
thou hast taken this money contrary to the mind of
God, This is no time to recetve money under such ¢ir-
cumstances ; it is no time to receive a profit, to receive
garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and
axen, and menservants, and maidservants, as thou art
looking after, and craving to obtain, by the money
which thou, through lies, hast now obtained.”

“ The,leprosy, therefore, of Naaman, shall cieave unto
thee, and unto thy seed forever.  And he went out from
his presenice a leper as white as snow”  The ordinary
way In which God acts is that He does not, under like
rivcumstanees, bestow such terrible affliction, mn the way
ol chastisement, on those who have heen guilty us this
Gehazi was; but this judgment is to bring before us
how painful sin is to God, and how @ the end He will
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visit wickedness upon those who offend Him.  And
this particularly reminds us of the fact, since all of us
more or less are sinners, though we may not have been
guilty of such sins as Gehazi was, that we need the
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, in order to make
us clean from our sins,

Therelore, the solemn question occurs in reference to
everyone of us, " Have we obtained this atonement for
ourselves? Have we individually been rcally and truly
cleansed from owr sins, through faith in the Lord Jesus,
s0 that the blood of Christ becomes our atenement, to
make us clean from all our numberless transgressions® ”
How do we stand before God regarding our sins? O,
what will become of us if for ene single sin of which we
have been guilty, we have to suffer! For every one of
our numberless transgressions we need the blood of
Christ to make us clean ; and if we are standing before
God on the ground of ow own goodness, merits, and
worthiness, it would be certain to be our ruin for ever.
Every one of us, the very best among us, needs a
Saviour. And trusting in Him, depending on Him, the
greaiest sinner need not despair, for there is power in
the blood of Christ to make all clean from theip sins,

Now, then, let us remember how i Nawuan's case,
an exceeding preat trial led to an exceeding great
blessing, even the salvation of his soul. And though we
may be saved already by having come to Christ, and
therefore, though in this sense the blessing may not be
st great as in the case of Naaman, this is certain : that
God mtends by every trial with which He visits us io
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bring a blessing in the end. Thus invariably 1 have
found it,

Then let us rememmber how much a little maid may
accomplish; how even a little maid may witness for
God, and be His instrument in bringing about great
blessing. Then let us further remerber, in regard to
the Ioly Secriptures, that we have never o reason as
Naaman did, * T thought,” “ I thought” Tt is not what
we think, but what God thinks. God declares the
truth, and our business s to accept it as He declares it
We have not to say, * O, I thought He would do so and
s0!” Let us not reason abont the Word of God as if
we knew better than God. He knows ; and we have to
learn. God is infinitely wise, and we are extremely
ignorant. We have, therefore, to submit to what He
says at all times, and under all circumstances.

Then, Jastly, let the example of Gehazi be a warning
o us. Though God does not in every case visit sin as
He did here in the case of Gehazi; at the last He will
lisve the account settled regarding our sins, and woe,
woe, woe, unto us, if we are found standigg on the
ground of our own merit and worthiness, instead of
hiding ourselves in Christ. The work must be His
Depending entirely upon His atoning work, knowing
nothing in the matter of salvation but Christ, and from
first ta last, all, all, will be well throughout eternity.
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There is none Hke unto the God of Jeshurun, wfo rideth upon
the herven in thy help, spd in His excellency on the sky.

The oternal God ir thy refuge, and underneath are the ever-
tasting arms : and He shail theust out the enemy from befors thee ;
and shall say, Destroy fhem.

Istael then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob
shelf beupen 2 land of corn apd wine; aiso His heavens shall drop
down dew.

Happy ari thou, O Israel: who i5 like unte thee, O people
saved by the Lotd, ihe shield of thy help, and wha ir the sword of
thy excellency ! and thine enemies shall be found liars unte thee;
and thou shalt tread upyn their high places.-—Deuferonamy xxxiii.,
26-3g. .

THERE is rone like unto the God of Jeshurun, who
rideth upon the heaven in thy heip, and in His ex-
cellency on the sky.” “ Jeshurun” is the name for the
Israelites ; it means “the righteous ones” They are
accounted thus on the ground of the wark of the Mes-
siah, In themselves most ungodiy, very ungodly, often
and often open idolators, and yet by reason of their
union to the Messiah, they are called, © The righteous
nation,” In the first part of the chapter we have the
lessing of each of the tribes. “ Thy Thummim and
thy Urim * (verse 8). Through their instrumentality,
which was fixed in connection with their movements
7o
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from the very first, the Israelites knew which way
Jehovah would have them to go, how to act, and what
to do under particular crcumstances, when they desired
to know the mind of God. " Let thy Thummim and
thy Urim be with thy holy one,”

After each of the twelve tribes of Israel had been in-
dividually blessed through the instrumentality of
Moses, for the whole of Tsras, the whole of Jeshurun
feommencing with the 26th verse), there is a blessing
pronounced.  “ There is none like unto the God of
Jesharun” This it what our hearts continually say ve-
garding the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only
trne and living God, “ There g nane like unto Thee ;™
and this should fill our hearts with great comfort, that
we have to do with one, Who is alone by Himself, with
Whom no one can be compared, Who is almighty as to
power, Who is infinite as to love, wisdom, grace, metcy,
long-suffering, forebearance, and in Whom every
blessing is to be found. None like Hm! " None like
unto the God of Jeshuran!” Then, of Him it 15 said as
to His power, “ Whao rideth upon the heaven," and He
does it “in thy help” One Who rideth upon the
heavens as almighty. It is only He can de it, and He
does do it for our help. How precious! We are, there-
fore, beyond the power of our enemies, for on our side
is Hle Who is able to ride on the clouds for our help!
Who can do everything for our benefii~—for that is the
meaning of it. “Who rideth upon the heaven in thy
help,” or for the sake of helping thee ; “ for thy help.”

“And in His excellency on the sky” In His
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abmighty power. in His majesty, He rides on the sky.
{f this were continnally before us, how peacefully we
should pass on, remembering that our friend and
helper in heaven can deo everything, and not only can
do everything, but is willing to do everything, for
sinners who put their trust in the Lord Jesus Cheist for
salvation! The great business of life, therefore, in the
first place, is to be reconciled to God by faith in the
Loxrd Jesus Christ; and, in order that this may be the
case, we have to own that we are sinners, that we
deserve nothing but punishment, and then put our sole
trust for salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ The
moment we do so, we are regencrated, we obtain
spiritual life, we become the children of God, and as
such the heirs of God, and joint-heirs with the Lord
Jesus Christ; and this blessing we receive for eternity
it will never be taken from us, as assuredly as we put
our trust in Jesus for salvation.

" The Ftemal God (s thy Refuge, and underneath
are the Everlasting Avms; atnd He shall thrust out the
epemy from before thee, and shall say, 'Destroy
them!’” How precious again! “ The Eternal God is
thy Refuge,” or thy dwelling-place. We are in Him,
one with Him, shall not be separated from Him,
because we dwell in Him; He is our dwelling-place.
Just Tike what we read in the noth Psalm, The Fternal
Gaod is our Refuge, our dwelling-place is found in Him,
and underpeath are the everlasting arms to protect
us, to shield us, to keep us from harm, of every kind—
for, in reality, we are kept from harm of every kined
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Sometimes it appears as if we had been injured,
physically, mentally, spiritually ; but it is often only in
appearance, and nothing but in appearance. In reality
we are watched over, cared for, looked after, and
shielded and protected by the almighty power, and the
eternal, unchangeable love of God, by which He has
Toved us in Christ Jesus, O, how precious! How pre-
cious this!  Arpd just in the depree in which we are
enabied to realise it, to enter into i, and to appropriate
it to ourselves, the result is peace and Joy in the Hcly
Ghost.  There is no trembling then, no fear then, no
anxiety then, becanse we can say to ourselves, “ God is
on cur side, God 1s for us; who can do us any harm?”
Weak though we are, His everlasting arms are undes
us, to shield us, to watch over us!

“ And he shall thrust out the eneiy from before thee,
and shall say, ‘Destroy them'” We have here
cspecially to notice that before the Israclites ever got
into the promised Jand, this was stated regarding thewm,
and thus it came to pass. It was oot their sword that
obtained the land for them finally ; bat it was because
(God was on their side. “ He thrust ont the enemy {rom
hefore them,” and in a variety of ways this was done,
Among all the ways, all the means used, was that God
sent hornets against their enemies to drive them out
and to destroy them. “ He shall thrust out the enemy
[rem before thee” And so it came to pass that they
ubtained the land, though they bad to fight against
seven great and mighty nations; but these seven
nations could not stund before them, because God was
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aganst the enemies of the Israclites.  (God was For
them, fighting habitually their battles, and appearing
on their behalf at all times and under all crcumstances,
When there was a battle, great hailstones of the weight
of more than one hundred pounds were smitten down
on their enemies, whereby they were destroyed, so that
maore by the pewer of Jehovah, in one way or another
manifested for the benefit of the Isracltes, than by the
sword of their own hand, were the encmies destroyed.
" He shall thrust out the enemy from belore thee” So
He did, and so He destroyed them ; because He spake
the word, thersfore it came o pass.

“ Israel then shall dwell in safety alone” The
enemies destroyed, the Israelites were left, and they
occupled the Jand; but notice particularly this word,
“Shall dwell in safety alone” because the real, true
safety of the Israelites consisted in that they were
separated from the Canaanitish nations. The moment
they mixed up with the Canuanilish nations, their safety
was at an end,  And this is particularly to be noticed—
that real, true spiritual blessing consists in separaiion
from the ungodly. If we would really be in safety, we
have to live in separation fvom this present evil world,
and not needlessly mix up with the nngodly. In all
temporal affairs, it may be necessary now and then that
we meet with them and mix with them; but in all
spiritual matters we should seek to walk in separation
[rom the ungodly. In this, and in this alone, consists
our rezl, true spiritual safety.

“ The fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn



BY MR GEQRGE MULLER. 75

and wine ; also His heavens shall drop down dew.”
Not merely a land of corn and wine, but a fountain given
heside.  There was to be plenty of corn and wine n
a land where everything was that was neces-
sary. Water also, and dew also from heaven;
and all this was given io the Israzelites not
because they deserved it, but as a token of
their Father's love to them. And up to this present
day is God thus going on with regard to His children.
Everything that they really need, everything that s
really good for them, everything that would truly prove
a blessing to them, He is ready to give to them. And
50, in our case, if the land of corn and wine were a
blessing to us, it would be given to us; whatever is a
real, true blessing God bestows, God delights to bestow,
on His children. It is the very joy of His heart to do
them good, at all times and under all circumstances ;
and Ife not only is willing to give them, where there is
plenty of corn and wine, and plenty of water, but He also
is ready to give them the dew in addition to these, so that
everything may be there that tehds to fruitfulness. All
this for the purpese of making them as happy as they
are capable of being while yet in the body.

Now, the result of all this.  “ Happy art thou, O
Tstael; who is like unto thee, O people saved by the
Lord, the shield of thy help. and who is the sword of thy
excellency ; and thine enemies shall be found liars unto
thee, and thou shalt tread upon their high places.”
“ Happy art thou, O Isrzel.” Now, the sclemn, momen-
tons question here is, “ Are we happy?” We should
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individually ask ourselves at this moment, “Am I
happyt Am [ truly happy? Spiritaally happy?”
Not merely, “ Have ] enough of the necessaries of life? ”
Not nzerely, “ Have | enough so that 1 am not at present
in great trouble and difficulty ?* But, “Am I spiritually
happy?” Thatis the momentous point ; and this real,
true happiness is alone to be obtained through faith in
Christ.  We have to own before God that we are
sinners, desesving no happiness; we have to own
befare God, that we are sinners, deserving nothing but
punishment ; and then to put our trust alone in Jesus
Christ for the salvation of our souls. This drings about
spiritual happiness. Af first it may be enly in 2 small
degree; but the more we ponder what God has done
for us i Christ, the more we ferd spititually on the
Lord Jesus Christ, the more this peace and joy in Gad
will increase.  But there must be, first of all, a beginning
made; and the question therefore is, “Have I the
beginning of real, true, happiness in my soul? Do |
know the Lord Jesus Christ? Have I come to Him for
the salvaticn of my soul? De I simply look to Him
for salvation? ” For without this, there is no real, true
happiness to be had!

“ Happy art thoy, O Tsrael; who is like unte thee,
O people saved by the Tord? "  Ate we saved by the
Lordi That means, in other words, Tlo we comply
with the conditions which God lays down in His Holy
Word to save people? Do we put cur frust in Jesus
for the salvation of our souls? In domng so, the end
will be peace and joy and happiness in a little degree;
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and the more we live on Christ, the more this real, true
peace, joy, and happiness will increase. “ Who Is Tike
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord?” Who among
us is able to say, “1 am saved by the Lord; if the
Lord Jesus were to come round, I should be found a
saved one; if the Lord Jesus should take me now oul
of the world I am a saved one? " Who among us is able
to say this? By the grace of God I am one of those
whe are able to say it ; and it is just this which makes
me truly happy. Without knowing this, there is no
such thing as real, true happiness. " O people saved by
the Lord! " Then of Jehovah it is further said, “ He is
the Shield of thy help””” He protects vs. The shield
was particularly for the sake of warding off the blows
of the sword, or the power to harm of the dart; there-
fore the shield was used to protect. And so, for our
protection, we are spiritually shielded, and God TTin-
self 15 the shield.

“ Who is the sword of thy excellency.” That is true!
It is God Himself Who is our sword, power, might,
strength, and no accidents will come to us. It is not by
our sword. It is not by our power, but by the arm of
God, the power of God ; and Him we have for us. He
15 on our side, and throughout eternity Ie wili be on
our side, if we are believers m the Lord Jesus Christ,
*And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee”
That is, shall be overtumed, overthrown, conquered,
shall have no power over thee, but thou shalt have
power over them. “And thou shalt tread upon their
liigh places "—that is, shalt drive them out, shalt over-
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power them, shalt overcome them.  In their high places
they make their boast ; but thou shalt take their high
places, and conquer them.

Now, once more, the greal point is to know Christ, to
he a believer in Him, to be found in Him. Now by far
the greater part of those here present have found Him,
and are believers in the Lord Jesus. Still there are a
few present who are not yet believers in the Lard
Tesus ;-and, therefore, real, true happiness and safety
are not found as yet in them. But they may securc the
like happiness which we who are believers m Jesus
Christ have obtained. For we did not give it to pur-
selves, it was not by our goodness, merit, and worthi-
ness that we came to what we have come, but by the
mercy ol God, through the grace of God, through faith
in Jesus Christ wrought in us by the power of the Holy
Ghost.  And just as we, in the way of grace, obtained
this blessing so any, in the way of grace also, may obtamn
a like blessing. No one bas to say, “ I am too far from
God.” They cannot be! “1 am too great a sinner.”
This cannot be! Because there is power in the blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ over ail sin; and every sin of
which we have been guilty may be forgiven us through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. O, how precicus that
no one.neerd despair!

Everyone who seeks salvation in God's own ap-
pointed way, that is by alone resting on Christ for salva-
tion, after they have confessed to being sinners, will
obtain the blessing.  But if in the least degree we
depend upon purselves, and think that we have to save
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ourselves, or to do something i order that we may be
saved, we are holding a grievous errer, and we shall
never obtain the blessing, By the mercy of God,
through faith in Jesus Christ, the cldest sinner, the
greatest sinner, may ocbtain blessing; and, there-
fore, no one need despair as to the salvation
of his soul. Let us go hence, if we are not
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, under the
deep conviction that we, individually, may obtain the
blessing, and that there is nothing to hinder us.  Once
the blessing is obtained, litile by little we shall be led
on, by the grace of God, and by the help of God's Hely
Spirit. God grant us individually a blessing according
to our need.
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Luke xv.

WE will read the whole chapter, and on some of the
verses we will meditate, as the Lord may help us.
“Then drew near unte Him all the publicans and
sinners for to hear Him.” This ig particularly to be
acticed. Two classes especially sought to hear the
Lord Jesus—" sinners,” that is, notorious sinners, who
lived in gross mumorality, and whe came because they
wanted something for their souls; and “ publicans,”
those officers who were noted for defrauding those with
whom they had to do. These twe classes, particularly,
came by reason of their spiritnal wants. *And the
Pharisees and Scribes murmured, saying, * This man
receiveth sinners and eateth with them.'” These m-
dividuals were seli-rightecus persons, who had, gener-
ally speaking, a very high opinion of themselves, who
thought themselves far better than others, and who
looked down upen other classes of persuns, especially

on the publicans and on those who were known as
Bo
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notorious sinners. On this account, because they were
self-righteous, they murmured. 11 they had really beeu
God-fearing persons, they would have rejoiced that
these " publicans and sinners " sought to hear the Lord
Jesus, because there was the prospect of their bemng
benefited through hearing Him.

But self-rightecusness is connected with pride and
high-mindedness, and so they murmured and said,
" This man receiveth sinners” So He does! And
He did not, we should all be lost. Salvation would not
be possible if the Lord Jesus Christ did not “ receive
sinners,” because all human beings since Adam and
Eve belong to 2 fallen race, all were unfit to save them-
selves, all were not in a state of getting to Heaven,
except they obtained a Substitute on their account, and
that Substitate was the Lord Jesus Christ. And instcad
of rejoicing that the Lord Jesus received sinners, the
Scribes and Pharisees murmured. They were dissatis-
fed, whereas they cught to have been grateful. For
ali their good opinions about themselves, they needed
a Saviour as much as these publicans.

“ And He spake this parable unto them.” How came
it that the Lovd Jesus spake this parshle to them?
Lecause He knew what was passing in their hearts, and
in what state they were. *Fle spake this parable unto
ther, saying, “What man of you, having an hundred
sheep, H he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety
and wine in the wilderness, and ge after that which is
lost until he find it?  And when be hath found it, he
layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing, and when he cometh
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home he calleth together his friends and neighbours,
sayitg unte them, “ Rejoice with me for T have found
my sheep which was lost”’” By this shepherd is re-
presented our Lord Jesus Christ, the “ Great Shepherd
of the sheep,” the “ Chief Shepherd; ™ and the love
which He has to poor sinners is set forth in the parable.
When we, who arc believers in Christ, look at ourselves,
we are compelied to say, * This is just my case; my
Lord Jesus Christ has been looking after me m the past
ol my Iife, in a variety of ways, seeking me, caring abont
my soul, and leaving me not until He has found me”
is not this the case with everyone of us? We had cared
nothing about God, we went our own way, we sought
to please ourselves, to gratify ourselves, one in this way,
another in that way ; one in " the pride of life,” another
i “ the hust of the eyes,” and another in * the lust of the
fesh.” But in whatever way we sought joy and happi-
ness, it was in a way which was contrary to the mind of
God ; and the Lord Jesus Christ knocked at our heart’s
dooy in a variety of ways, by this trial, by that trial;
by this disappointment, by that disappointment; by
thig loss, by that loss ; and so He sought after us, and
gave us not up until He had brought us to Himself.
Furthey, the one lost sheep 1s here particularly dwelt
om, not that the others were not also loved and cared
for; but so great is the love of the Lord Jesus Christ
to any and every poor sinner who as yet does not know
Him, that He goes on secking, seeking, seeking, ull He
has found him, O, how precious! Now there may be two
or three, peradventure even more, here present reguard-
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ing whom this is the case. I have reason to believe that it
is God's esperial purpose that 1 should bring this chapter
before some such. It is most remarkable thal while 1
have preached tens of thousands of thnes within the last
scventy-one years, in the case of this particular chapler,
which is so often spoken about, and from: which so fre-
quenily texts are taken, 7 have never once before in my
life preached ! 1 callita very remarkable circumstance.
Yesterday, again and again I bowed my knees before
the Lord to teach me what subject | should speak about
this evening. I had no subject laid on 1y heartt Even
during the night, while 1 was awake, I asked God to
guide and direct me.” [ had no text when I got up.
Then, before the meeting this moming, I again and
again asked God to show me on what J should preach
to-night. No text yet, and this afternoon again 1 cried
to God fo teach me, when all at once this passage was
impressed upon my mind.

Now, I reckon this to be a remarkable circumstance.
The many scores of times that [ have read
this portion, at least one hundred and Afifty
times, since my conversion, without having heen
led to speak upon if, is an indication in my own
mind that Ged means to knock, by the power of His
Spirit, at the heart of some one or other here present.
Now, let such who as yet know not the Lord Jesns
Christ say to themselves, “ [s Mr. Miiller directed to this
chapter for my sake? " * Does it not become me to pay
attention? " * Is not the Lord by His Spirit knocking
at my heart, through the instrumentality of this chapter,
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and is it not bigh time that T surrender my heart to Him,
that T own that I am a sinner, that I acknowledge before
Gaod in prayer that T deserve nothing bul punishment,
and that I began to put my trust alone in Jesus Chrst,
the Saviour of sinners, because He fulfilled the com-
mandments which [ have broken times without number,
and bore the punishment in order that I might escape?
Thus those here present, who as yet know not the Lord,
Jesus is going after you, my fellow-sinner, in order to
save you. That is the reason. If He wished that yor
should be destroyed, He would let you alone and care
nothing at all about you; but this is the very reverse
regarding the Lord Jesus. He delights to save sinners,
and, therefore, He goes after them until He finds them,
All those here present who know the Lord know how
He went after them till He found them.

Then see the tenderness of this precious Saviour.
“When He hath found 1t He layeth it on His
shoulders” Just think what this figure means. That
the sheep might not be troubled or hurt by walking,
that all the danger in the way might count as nothing
He carries the sheep. O, the love of this Saviour!
The tenderness of His heart is brought afresh before
us in this parable. Then, further, He does this rejoicing,
rejoicing. Though the sinner may not care about his
sin, yet not merely does the Saviour seek after the
sinner ; but when He finally finds him, and brings him
to himself, He does so rejoicing, because it is the
delight of His heart to make us happy, and He knows
that while we are going our own wiy, we cannot pos-
sibly be happy.
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“ And when he cometh kome he calleth together his
friends and neighbours saying urto them, ' Rejoice with
me for I have found my sheep which was lost” [ say
unto yon that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one
sipner that repenteth more than over ninety and nine
just persons which need nc repentance.” Here we find
something particularly to be poticed. “ Joy in heaven,”
on the part of the redeemed, on the part of the holy,
urfallen angels ; all the hosts in heaven rejoicing when
they hear that another soul has been won for our Lord
Jesus Chyist.  Now, any here present who are as vet
strangers to this great salvation, will you not give joy
to Jesus by surrendering your heart to Godr Will you
not give joy in heaven to the elect angels, the holy
angels, and to the redeemed by yielding your heart to
the Lord Jesus?

“ Fither what woman having ten pieces of silver, if
she lose one piece, doth not light 2 candle, and sweep
the house, and seck diligently tll she find it? And
when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her
neighbours together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for |
have found the plece which [ had lost.” Likewise, I say
unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels ot
God over one sinner that repenteth,”

“And He said, ‘A certain man had twe sons,
and the younger of them said to his father,
“Father, give me the portion of pgoods that
falleth to me ;" and he divided unto them his living '
(ihat is, his possession) “ “ and not many days after, the
younger son gathered all together, and took his
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journey mte a far country, and there wasted his sub-
stance with riotous living. And when he had spent all,
there arose a mighty famine in that land, and he began
to be in want; and he went and joined himself to a
citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields
to feed swine, And he would fain have filled his beily
with the huslcs.that the swine did eat, and no man gave
unto him.” " This younger son asked his father to give
him the property which, in the case of the death of th~
parent, was coming to him ; to give it to him while he
(the father) was yet living. Now, the father was not
chliged to do this, but he did it, showing real, true love
to the son.

But how did the son treat him, as soon as he was in
possession? Without waiting any length ol time, only a
Tew days, after he had come into the possession of the
property, “he gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country.” Going away from his
father, from his kind father, from his loving father. And
that is just the way in which we, in our wnconverted
state, treat God. We do not abide in ITis presence.
We cannot bear His presence, because naturally we are
wicked ; we go our own way ; we wish to please our-
selves; we wish to do the things which are hateful to
God. And because of this we leave Him, and go from
Him,

‘Then, after he had left his father, and gone into & far
country, this son, having now no one to look after him,
t& care about him, and to admonish him, “wasted his
substance with rictous living,” just carrying out his
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natural evi] propensities to the utmost. “ And when he
had spent all, there arose a mighty famine mn that land,
and- he began to be in want” Now, the description

- whach is given here brings before us, spiritually, the real,
true condition-—the miserable, wretched condition-—in
which we are as long as we are not believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. The sinner, who 1s not a believer
i5 to the very utmost in spiritual want ; he has no Father
i heaven, he has no Saviour, he has no Holy Spirit
dweiling in hizn, and he is not admonished by the Word
of God, because he cares nothing at all about that Word,
he has no tellowship with the children of God. All this
is wanting, and, therefore, he is really and truly spiritu-
ally in want, though he may have plenty of money,
plenty of worldly friends, plenty of the possessions of
this life.

* And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that
conntry.”  Now, what does the citizen of that country
do for him?" He does uot say, " O, my [riend, I have
much feeling for you ; come to my house and live with
me, and share with me everything that | have; I will
iry to make you as comfortable as I can!l” Nothing of
the kind.  The description here given brings belore us
the wretchedness, the misery, the real, frue wretchedness
and misery we feel as long as we are without Christ.
The citizen sends hin into his fields to fecd swine
Naturally, irrespective of his being an Israelite, a most
wretched occupation this,  to feed swine ; ” but to him,
who was born an Israelite, it was doubly and trebly and
tenfold a trial  Therefore, 1 say, this brings before us
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the wretchedness and misery in which the sinner is as
fong as he is without Christ. Then, further, we read,
“ He would fain have filled his belly with the husks
that the swine did eat™ This, the most miserable and
wretched Iood, the food of unclean animals, this he
would have gladly have eaten, if he could have had it,
but he could net. “ No man gave unto him.”

Now comes the turning point. * And when he came
to himsell, he said, ‘ How many hired servanis of my
father's have bread enough and (o spare, and [ perish
with hunger!*” " When he came to himself ; * that is,
pondered his ways. e saw then what had befallen
him, in consequence of the manner in which he had been
acting towards his father by leaving him and wasting
s property in the way he had. ¥ He came to hiinself.”
Now, I affectionately ask all here present, “ Have we
individually, without an exception, come to ourselves? ™
By the grace of God, [ have come to myself, and hy the
grace of God, there are many scores here present who
have come to themselves; they have pondered their
ways, they have seen that they are sinners ; they have
found aut that if they continued in the way in which
they were going on, it would have ended in misery and
wreichedness for ever and ever, And if that is ot to
be the case, we all must come to ourselves, and the
sooner we da so the better.  Therefore, again I ask af-
fectionately this question, “ Have we individually come
to ourselves? Have we individually found out the evil
way in which we are going on? And that, if we con-
tinee in this state; it must end in perdition, in wretch-
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edness and risery to the end?” “ When he came to
himself, he said, ‘How many hired servants of my
father's have bread ennugh and to spare, and ] perisk
with hunger! [ will arise and go to my father, and will
say unt him, * Father, T have sinned against heaven,
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called
thy son ; malke me as one of thy hired servants”’”

Now, to some such decisipn we have to come; we
have not merely to ponder and consider our ways, but
we have to decide to forsake them, to come to God, to
humble ourselves before Him, to own that we are
sinners, that we deserve nothing but punishment, and
then to put our trust i the Lord Jesns Cheist alone for
salvation, This is the way in which we have to act,
and this i3 the way which will bring blessing to the soul.
“ I will arise,” he says, “ and go to my father.” So must
we siy to ourselves. And he not merely purposed to
do it, but he actually did do it. That is the special
point we have to notice in the 20th verse, * And he
arose, and came to his father” He did not say, “] am
shabbily dressed, 1 am so wretchedly miserable, T am
ashamed to go to my father” Nothing of the sort
“ My sins have been too great, and too many, and too
varied ; therefore, [ am ashamed to go to him” No,
Conscious of all this in himself, “ he arose, and rame to
hus father ™

Thus we have actuzlly to turn to God, and the result
of it will be blessedness, eterpal blessedness and happi-
ness; and the reception that we shall meet with on the
part of our Father, our Heavenly Father, will be of the
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most foving, tender character, “When he was yet =
great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion,-
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” This
brings before us the heart of cur Heavenly Father, for
if an earthly father would act in that way, by reason of
bis love to a son, O, how much more abundantly would
this be true regarding our Heavenly Father in His love
to us poar sinners. The father did not say, “ This, my
son, has given me great sorrow, great trouble, I have
wept many times on his account. Now, I will let him
who has given me such scrrow come to me; I will not
go a step to meet him”  Nothing of the kind. “ When
he saw him yet a great way off, he had compassion on
him, and ran.” O, think of this! How it brings before
us the heart of God. " And fell on his neck. and kissed
him.” Before the son who had given him such sorrow.
such pain, and had so deeply wounded him, had uttered
a single word, he fell on his neck, and kissed him.
O, how precicus! All this brings before us our
Heavenly Father; all these figures tell us of what we
have in God, and what we have in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

*“ And the son said unto him, * Father, T have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son’ But the father said to his
servants, * Bring fortk the hest robe and put it on hin ;
and put 2 ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet, and
bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat
and he merry, for this, my son, was dead, and is alive
again, he was lost and is found ; * and they began to be
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merry.” Not a single word of reproof, but love, love,
love, the manifestation of love. And nothing but a
manifestation of love is what we meet with from our
Heavenly Father in reference to ourselves That is
what we are taught by this parable, and in the figures
which are used. “ The father said to his servants,
Bring fortlx the best robe’”  The best robe that was
to be had in the house, that was in his pessession—that
was put on him. Now, we have also, spiritually, the
best robe put on us-— The Robe of Rightcousness.”
All they who put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ,
frem the moment that they do so, are ne more looked
on by God as they are in themselves, but as they are in
Christ, for He in our room and stead, fulfilled the law
of God, and this becomes * the best robe ” that we could
have. The filthy rags of our own righteousness are re-
moved. and this best robe, the comeiiness of Christ, the
perfection of Jesus, the justification we have through
faith it Him, is put on us,

" And puta ring on his hand”  Gave it to him ; indi-
cating wheat we receive as believers in Christ. We obtain
the Spirit. Thus are we regenerated, born again,
become the children of God, and, as such, the heirs of
God and jomt-heirs with Christ O, what precions
things are given to us by coming to the Lord Jesus
Christ! " And shoes on his feet.” When we come to
the Lord Jesus Christ, and return spiritually to our
Heavenly Father, we obtain not merely full forgiveness
for all qur numberless transgressions, but we also obtain
the help that we require to walk to the praise, and
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honour, and glory of God, which is set forth by the shoes
on our feet, for the way 1s rough and difficult. But we
obtain help from God to be able to wallk m it.

* And bring hither the fatted call, and kill it, and let
us be merry.” This also is particalarly to be noticed—
the joy that we can give to God Himself. Though He
is the Almighty God, and the Iafinitely Wise One, yet

we can give joy even Lo Him, by turning from our evil
" ways and going back to Him. And this is set forth by
the fatted calfl being killed, and all eating and making
merry, rgjoicing, because the lost son had been brought
back. “ For this, my son, was dead and is alive again,
he was lost and is found ; and they began to be merry.”
Now, this very evening, some can thus give great joy
to God by surrendering their hearts to Him, by owning
that they are sinners, that they deserve nothing but
punishment, and by putting their trust now, simply and
sotely, in the Lord fesus Chrst for salvation. Thus
they can give joy to the heart of Ged, and joy to the
heart of the Lord Jesus, and joy to the Spirit; and joy
to the holy angels and the redeemed in glory.

“ Now, his elder son was in the field, and as he came
and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and
duncing ; and he called one of the servants, and asked
what these things meant, and he said unte him, * Thy
brother is come, and thy father hath killed the fatted
valf, because he hath received him safe and sound;’
and he was angry, and would not go in.  Therefore,
came his father cut and intreated him”  Precicus!
Precicus! O, what a heart is found in M4m/ For this
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again sets forth the heart of God! The tenderness, the
loveliness, the kindness, on the part of this earthly
father represents to us, in figure, what we, who are be-
lievers in Christ, have obtained in God. The brother
was a self-righteous person, and behaved shamefully.
Because his brother had lived in open sin, he considered
himself far saperior to him, and haied him-—for 1 is
nothing but a real, true hatred that is manifested hers,
** And as he camne and drew nigh to the house, he heard
music and dancing,” and on receiving the answer as to
what it meant, he wasangry. Just manifesting the same
lind of spirit as the prophet Jonah, when Nineveh not
being destroyed, as he wished it, was angry, was dis-
pleased with Ged.

And now hear how the father dealt with this elder
son.  Because he was angry, on account of the manner
in which his brother had been received, " He would not
go in” O, what a sad state of heart! It shows to us
what it is to be in a self-righteous condition. It is one
of the most pernicious things we could fall mte.
* Therefore came his father out, and intreated him!”
O, the loveliness'of such a father! “ And he answering
said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years do 1 serve
thee, neither transgressed 1 at any time thy command-
ment’ " He was, indeed, at this very moment trans-
gressing his father's commandment, because his [ather
wished himn to go in, and he would not! “ And yet thou
never gavest ne a kid, that I might make merry with
my friends; but as soon as this, thy son, was corne,
which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thon hast
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killed for him the fatted call” And he said unto him,
“Son, thou art ever with me, and all that [ have is
thine” In other words, “ There is a different state of
things, between thee and thy brother; thy brother was
censidered as being dead, as being lost, and that we
should never see him again, but * thou art ever with me,
and all that I have is thine [ am vot merely willing to
give to thee 2 kid, but I am willing to give thee ever so
much.  If thou hadst asked me, thou wouldst have
known how willing I was to give thee a kid.”

“It was meet that we should make merry, and be
glad ; for this, thy brother, was dead and s alive again,
and was lost and 1s found.” That is the reason why
they were s¢ joyous, because it was considered he was
dead, that he was lost. Now, what will be the end of
our meditation? The Holy Spirit has been knacking
at the hearts of some, and the Lord Jesus Christ 1s
standing before them now, and says, * Will you not
letme in? Iam your friend, I love you tenderly, T wish
to do you good, and to make you very, very happy, not
merely for a time, but for eternity, if you will only have
s, if you will only let me come mto your heart! ” Now,
what is your reply?

Any here present who have not the Lord Jesus
Christ dwelling ip them, will you not surrender your
heart to the Lord? O, come! Come! Come to FHim!
Come to Him! [ know, from my own experience, the
wretchedness and nusery that are got by walking in the
ways of this world. T sought happiness in the things of
this life ; but I never found iL! Never! Never! All
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that T met with was disappointment and increased guilt
on the conscience ; but at last, in the riches of the grace
of God, I found Jesus, and immediately I became a
happy young masn, and [ have now been a happy man
seventy-one years and eight months. And this happi-
ness which 1 have received through faith in the Lord
Jesus, through surrendering my heart to Him, I do not
wish to keep to myself; 1 delight that others might
have the sanie blessing, and, therefore, I speak as | do.
Be sure of this, all who know not Jesus, that real, tmc
happiness, can only be found throwgh faith in Christ.
This world cannot give it. Nothing that we can have
in this present world can afford ws real, trae, lasting
happiness. That is alone to be found through faith m
Christ. Therefore, let no ane put it off to the last, bur
vome to Jesus now !



To Dave Sinners.

A Sermon preacked af Briherda Chapel, Greal Geoyge Stieel,
Rristol, on Sunday Evening, Aprif gth, 1507,

This i a faithful saying, asd worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom 1 am
chief.

Howheit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might shew forth all leng-suffering, for a pattern o them
which should heveatter believe an Him ta life everlasting—: Timothy
iy T 16

THE first point we have to consider n these verses
is this, that the statement of God the Holy Spirit
that Christ came into the world to save sinners is a
faithful saying. That imples there is not a4 shadow of
doubt regarding the fact that “ Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners” The matter is as cerfaln
as that the earth is in existence. The matter is as cer-
tain as that God mvariably speaks the truth, and
nothing but the truth It is declared in the Word of
God, given by inspiration ; that is, written under the
immediate power of God the Holy Spirit—therefore it
is without a shadow of doubt. And we who are be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ should again and again,
while life s continued to us here on earth, seek to sound
it out far and wide, as much as we possibly can, that it
is an entirely comect, perfectly true statement that

“ Christ fesus came into the world to save sinners.”
46
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- The second point regarding this is, that the statement
degerves to be accepted. It is “ worthy of all accepta-
tion ¥ we read. And we have, therefore, to ask our-
selves regarding the first, Do we believe the statement
that * Christ Jesus came into the werld to save sinners?”
Secondly, Have we in heart received this statement,
which Ged the Holy Spirit makes by the Apostle Paul
—for on teceiving it, or not recerving it, depends the
salvation of our souls! O let us not lightly treat it!
Let us not simply read it and speak aboat it, and have
vertain notions regarding it; let us not be satisfied
until in our inmiost souls we have received the state-
ment really and truly that “ Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners”

Then the next point we have to weigh regarding
our text is this, it is not stated that Christ Jesus was
born inte the world to save sinners—though had it
been thus stated it would have been perfectly true, for,
in reference to His humanity, the Lord Jeses Christ
was born into the weild. Byt here His humanty
merely is not referred to, but inore particularly by the
statement that “He same into the world to save
sinners,” His divinity is allided to, His existence before
He was seen on eavth. Then He existed, for He is the
Creator of the universe, the Upholder of the universe,
and He existed from eternity, for He had no beginning
of days. This is the particular point, that we have to
lay ic heart here—that He ¢came into the world to save
Sinmers.

And this brings before us a deeply mportant truth,

D
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regarcling which all believers in the Lord Jusas should
be clearly, distinctly instructed.  In the Messiah, i
the Saviour of sinners, in Christ, was united both the
human and the divine nature. He was really and
truly a man, Lke ourselves, sin only excepted.
There was never found a single sin, as to
action, nor as o word, nor as to thought, in our
Lord Jesus Christ  He ate and drank, He slept, really
and truly slept like ourselves, was altosether human like
ourselves, sin ondy in every way most perfectly evceded.
Tt was necessary that He should be really and truly
human, in order that in cur room and stead, by per-
fectly fulfilling the law, I1e might work out & righteos-
ness in which we could be accepted before God, through
faith in His Name. For this very reason, it was neces-
sary that He should be human like ourselves, that He
should come under the Law, that He might fulfil the
Law, and thus bring in everlasting righteousness to the
poor sinner who trusts in Him. So that we, on account
of Christ, could be reckoned righteous on the part of
God. This is most precious, and we have to ponder it
again and again, and to see clearly and distinctly that
we may have full comfort under the deep consciousness
of our manifold failures and shortcomings.

Farther, it was absolutely needful that He should he
truly human like ourselves, sin only excepted, in order
that, as a human being, He might feel, really and truly
feel, the punishment which came on Him as our Sub-
stitute.  Had the Saviour been only divine, and not
traly buman also, He would not have felt the pain and

i
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the suffering while passing on through: this vale of tears
for thirty-three years and a half, and especially when
He hung on the Cross, when His precious hands and
precious feet were pierced through with large nails, and
when He shed His blood for the remission of our sins.
 how deeply impportant it is to consider all thig!

Then, lastly, it was needful that He should be truly
human, sin only excepted, in order that, as gur Great
High Priest, He might feel sympathy for us, in our
trials, in our sufferings, in our pain, and 1n our need
For these reasons, then, it was necessary that the
Saviour of sinners should be truly human, But this is
only one side of the truth. The other side i5 that He
was at the same time as really and truly divine as the
Father! This was perfectly needful, in order that, in
the first place, He might be abie to endure all that which
came on Him, in connection with the hour of darkness,
A mere human being, though perfectly holy, perfectly
sinless, could not have been able to endure ail these
pains, and torments, and agonies, which were brought
ont Him, when, as our Substitute, He bore the punish-
went, which we deserved, for our numberless transgres-
sions.  For this reason it was absolutely needful that
the Savicur of sinners should be divine, as well as
Luman,

11 was further necessary thut He should be divine in
unler to give value 1o s precious blood, for by it not
merely one sinner was to be saved, not merely a
thousand sinners, not merely a million sinners, but an
innumerable company.  Therefore this must be the
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blood of the God Man, Christ Jesus, not merely the
blood of the man, Christ Jesus, not merely the blood of
the Dne, Whe had been born at Bethlehem by the
Virgin Mary, and brought up at Nazareth as an or-
dinary man, but the God-Man, the Creator of the uni-
verse, the Upholder of the universe, And thus, because
of His being really and truly God, power was givep to
that blood shed for the reraission of our sins, to save an
innumerable multitude! O how precious the considera-
tion of this, that we may have full consolation in the
[act that He Wha died on the cross shed the blood of
the God-Man, “ the blood of God,” as 1t 1s stated in the
28th verse of the zoth chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles.

Lastly, it was necessary that He should be truly
divine, in order that the powers of darkness might not
have the ability of overthrowing the atoning work
which our precious Lord Jesus began on earth, and is
carrying on now in glory., Had He, our Substitute,
been merely human, though the most holy and spotless
of human beings, the devils would have sought oppor-
tunity, without hesitating one inoment, to overturn this
atoning work of His ; but because the atoning work was
commenced and is carried on by One Who is really
(zod, Satan, who 1s a mere creature, cannot overturn the
work. Therefore, the saivation of our souls is certain.
Now, may the beloved young disciples particularly seek
to clearly understand the necessity of the true humanity
of our Lord, and the true divinity, as being absolutely
neediul regarding the salvation of our souls.
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The next point we have to ponder is that, “ He came
inte the world to save sinners” This word is full of
comfort in particular. O what would have become of
all who are believers in Christ were there not this state-
ment. Had it been stated, “ He came into the world to
save good people, who needed something of His help ;
excellent people, who were not completely perfect, and
needed a littie of Hlis help!” O, then, what would have
become of great smners like mysell? We should have
no comfort. But it is sunply stated, " He came into the
world to save sinners” Therefore none are excluded,
whether they are young sinners, or 0ld sinners, whether
they have been guilty of many sins or few sins! No
exception made here! “He came into the world to
save sinners” That implies even the oldest sinners, the
most notorious sinners, the most hardened sinners ;
those who have been guilty times without pumber,
those whose sins are more in number than the hairs of
their head.  Even such can be saved by Him. O how
precions| O how precious! No poor sinner s ex-
cluded, provided he seeks salvation in God's ap-
pointed way, through the Lord Jesus Christ. O un-
speakably blessed this!

Now what have we to do on our part, in order to par-
take of the benefit of what the Lord Jesus Christ has
done, as our Substitute, is fust to see the need of o
Saviour. There are many people who think theni-
selves very good, very excellent people, who look o
the drunkard, the thief, and the robber with utter con-
tempt, because they regard themselves as such very
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goud and excellent people.  They trust that by their
good life and excelient deportment they will get to
heaven, not knowing that, by cur own strength, we can
only fit ourselves for hell  But of the thousands unon
thousands, the tens of thousands upen tens of
thousapds that buve been on earth since the creation,
there has not been one single individual ever found
who by his own goodness and merit and worthiness,
brought himself to heaven. On the other hand, nu-
berless individuals, by their own goodness and merit,
have brought themselves to hell, te perdition, because
they trusted in their own goodness, instead of trusting
in Christ.

Therefore the first thing, in order to partake of this
salvation prepared by the Lord Jesus Chrst for poor
sinners Is that we see, clearly and distinctly see, we
need a Saviour, that we cannot save ourselves by our
own goodness, merit, and worthiness. In the Word el
God, our own rightecusness is compared to Althy rags,
and God will have no filthy rags in heaven. Clean, fine,
white linen, spotlessness, He requires for His own
presence. 1 repeat, therelore, the first thing, # we
desire to be saved through Jesus Christ, is that we see
we are sinners, that we see we need a Suviour, and
that we put our trust in Him alune for salvation. 1f
we cannot see this, we should ask God to show it to us,
and should read His Word, in which It is plainly stated
—ior instance, in the first three chapters of the Epistle
of Paui to the Romans, and in the second chapler of the
Epistle to the Ephesians, besides a number of other
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portions-~-that all human beings, without exception, are
sinhers. Then when we see it, we have to confess
before God that we are sinners, desetving punishment ;
and have to ask Him that He would be pleased, by the
power of His Holy Spirit, to help us to put our trust
alone in Jesus for the salvation of our souls. Thus is
brought to us peace and joy in God; and the more we
enter into it, the more cleazly we see it and apprehend
it, the greater will be the peace and joy in our souls.

After the Apostle Paul had made this statement, that
“ Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” he
adds, “ of whom I am chief.” This not merely carelessly
ar in a flippant way uttered, Nothing of the kind!
This fs his sure and hearty cenviction, that he was the
greatest sinner, that he was the chief of sinners, for he
could never forget that he had been so great a perse-
cutor of the Church of God, that he had again and again
apd again beaten the helievers in Christ, that he had
cast them into prison, that he had worried them until
al last they blasphemed the Name of Jesus—at least
he had afined at it, and would oot let them go till he
had done his utmest to make therer do so—and then,
lastly, whenever he possibly cauld, he had saught to
see that they were put to death. Now, on account of
all this, which he never could forget and which he refers
to again and again in his epistles, and in the Acts of
the Apostles, he calls himself “the chief of sinners.”
We, in a thoughtless and flippant way, may use the
same expression | but we should lay it to heart that thus
it was not with the Apostle Paul. He meant what he
suirl in calling himself, * the chief of sinners”
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Rut this is only one side of it! Here comes the other
side. He obtained forgiveness, pardon. “ Hewbeit for
this cause | obtained mercy, that in me, first, Jesus
Christ might show forik all leng-suffering, for a pattern
to them which should hereafter helieve on Him to life
everlasting.” The first thing we have to cbserve re-
garding this second verse of our text is, that the Apostle
Paul knew he was a forgiven sinner, a pardoned sinner.
Now, how is it with ourselves regarding this pointy 1
am now particularly referring to believers. [f we are
believers in the Lord Jesus, do we know that we are
forgiven ones? Do we know that every one of our sins
is forgiven? That not a single sin shall be brought
against ue hereafter, if we are believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ?  That, therefore, the one only hateful
thing which stands between the sinner and his God,
that is sin itself, is put aside? That in the sight of
God, we are clean ones, spotless ones, holy ones, becanse
we are forgiven ones. O how precious!

I walk up and down in my reom in prayer and in
meditation about the things of God ; 1 come out before
God with this sin and with another sin, with very many
sins of which I have been guilty, and which God the
Holy Spirit brings to my remembrance! But it is
always wound up with “ These, my numberless trans-
gressions, are forgiven!” Every one of my sins for-
given! Not a single sin remains unforgiven! There-
fore I am completely revonciled to God, and God re-
conciled tome! O how precionst And the result of it
all is peace and joy in the Holy Ghost! Not decreased
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by the remembrance of all cur numberless transgres-
sions, but increased mere and more, because we see
more clearly God’s wondrous love to us in Christ Jesus.

Should there be a single heliever present whe does
not yet know that his sins are all forgiven, completely
forgiven, that he has obtained mercy from God, though
a sinner, 2 great sinner, let sach u one not give himself
rest till he knows it [or himsell, for there is no lasting
peacz il we come to know that all onr numberless
transgressions are forgiven. L.et us not say we cannot
know this on earth ; we must wait till we get to heaven.
Nay, the very oppusite. 1t is the will of God that we
should know it while we are yet in the body, for He
has clearly and distinetly revealed to us that our sins
are all forgiven if we are believers in Christ, as it is
written 1 the 43rd verse of the roth chapter of the
Acts of the Apostles regarding the Lord Jesus, “ To
Him give all the prophets witness, that through His
Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remis-
sion of sins”  ‘That is, forgiveness of sins.

By the grace of God, I have known for
seventy - one years and five months that &4 rmy
numberless  transgressions are forgiven. I have
never had five minntes’ doubt abont i, And the result
has been peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  So it is
whenever we are really able to the full to enter into it
that all our transgressions are forgiven, We have on
no account to say, O, here s an Apostle, who writes
this; but it is not for us commen ordinary believers to
know” Ewveryone of the children of Gad may know it!
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Everyone of the children of God ought to know it!
Cught to know it, and not give rest to themseives till
they know it to the full.

“ For this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first.”
This “first ” has a double weaning. Primarily, that a
beginning might be laid in his case to be a pattern of
the long-suffering ol the Lord Jesus Christ ; in the next
place that in i, the chuel of staners, might be shown
what God is willing to do for any and every sinner!
Now let us seek to lay hold on this! The Apostle
Paul, the great persecutor as he was when he was called
Saul, obtained full, complete forgiveness of all the
numberless transgressions of which he had been guilty,
that a specimen might be given of what the Lord Jesus
Christ is willing t0 do for the oldest, the greatest of all
sinners, affording especially a sample in forgiving this
vile persecutor of the saints, Saul, in vrder that no ane
after him need to despair whether it be possible that he
ar she could obtain forgiveness of sins.  Of the hun-
dreds of millions of huran beings now under heaven, it
is impossible that there can be one single individual
who is too great a sinner 10 be forgiven ; for he (Paul)
was forgiven to be a sample that herealter no one need
despair. O this text! How precious! If this building
were goid, or were filled with gold, it would be as
nothing in comparison with the preciousness of this
verse! “ Howbeit for this cause [ obtamed mercy, that
in me fiest "—that in me forst—" Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering”  That is long-sufiering to
the ytmcst, & sample of what EHe is willing to do for any
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and every one! “For a pattern "—that is, for an ex-

* ample, for a proaf—" to them which should hereafter
believe on Him.”" O, precious! That there might not
be, of all the numberlass millions of human beings, a
single individual who shauld have Scriptural ground to
say, " [ am too great a sinner to be pardoned.”

Then, lastly, this one word more, * Believe on Him to
life everlasting.” That means to eternal joy and happi-
ness; as “an heit of God, and joint-heir with Christ,”
to share with Him the glory, and to be unspeakably
happy throughout Eternity, by partaking of the rivers
of pleasure at the right hand of God. O, ponder.
ponder, ponder, again, again, and again, and pray over
it yet further and further, what is contained in this
word, " Believe on Him to life everlasting” The
pleasures of this life, of this world, and the possessions
of this world are exposed to change, and all is vanity.
1t is simply of the world. But what we receive
Christ brings eternal joy, eternal happiness; ioy and
happiness that will never, never, never be taken from
us]

O, pray for this yet more and more! Seek to appre-
hend it more and more, and to lay hold on it further and
further, more clearly and distinctly than as vet you have
done, my beloved younger brethren and sisters in
Christ God grant it, for His Name's Sake.



The Resurcection of the HBody,

Delsvered al Beikesda Chapel, Greal George Street, Bristol,
Ovlober grd, 18g7.

“For we know that if eur earthly house of this (abernacle were
dissolved, we have g buildieg of Gad. an house nat made with hands,
etemal in the heaveas.”—2 Ceor. v. 1.

As the Lord may help us, we will meditate on the
verses we have now been reading. They particu-
larly refer to the resurrection body, which means the
gloribed body, that believers in Christ shall have,
and in which they shall be seen, at the return of the
Lord Jesus Christ, such a body as the Lord Jesus Him-
self received after His resurrection.

“ For we know.” This is in connection with what is
stated in the last verses of the previous chapter. “TFor
we know that § our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, wehave a bullding of God, a hoase not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” Our present
body is called “an carthly house of this tabernacle.”
In other words, shortly, briefly, *a tent-house "—that
is, our present body is a tent-house. A tent may be
broken up, and pitched elsewhere. [t may be very soon

broken up. Thus it is with regard to the body in which
o8
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we are now. It is frail, it is weak, 1t is earthly, it is of
time—in contrast with the glorified body which we shall
have. No more weakness, no more [railty then; no
more of the earthly character, but of the heavenly
character! No more of the body of time, but of Eter-
nity. That is the difference between our present bodies
and the body we shall have.

“ We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved,” ¥ this tent-house were dissolved, © we
have a building of God” It is likened to a buikding te
bring before us the substantial character, and the en-
during character of it, in comparison with a tent. “A
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,”
The glorified body we shall receive at the retur? of the
Lord Jesus is eternal ; and all weakness, all infirmity,
wiil be done with for ever. No more pain, no more
wealness, no more sickness, no more death—all gone
completely ; gone, all this in connection with our glori-
fied body, And this is something exceedingly refresh-
ing to the inner man, Now those who seck to labour
for the Lord in & variety of ways—it may be in the
Sunday School, or as tract circulators, as visitors from
house to house of the unconverted, or as visitors of the
sick, 1n al) these various ways in which they may labour,
they may go on for four or five hours, those who are of
greater physical strength may be able to go on six or
seven hours, it may be even eight hours. but at last the
weakness comes. the “ being-tired ” is felt, and they are
obliged to discontinue going on further in the work,
and leave it to the next day. All this will be at an end
for ever and ever.
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There will be labouring in eternity, There will be no
sleeping, no [lolding hands throughont eternity ; but
work, continual service constrained by the love of
Christ. And this working for the Lord, this seeking
to glorily Him by our labour, will go on hour after
hour, one four-and-twenty hours after the cther, one
week after the other, one month after the other, one
year after the other, one hundred years after the other,
nne thousand years after the other, one million years
after the other, during a period which never, never,
never, will come to an end ; and the delightful service
going on all the time 15 held out as an especial promise
to the Church of God, not merely that the curse will be
gone when we are in glory, but an exceedingly high
honour and gloricus privilege.  “ His servants shall
serve Him,” we read at the close of the Book of Revela-
tion. All our work, and labour, and service, much and
varied a8 it may have been while on earth, shall be con-
sidered as nothing in comparison with what there will
be of work going on throughout eternity.  Q how pre-
cious this consideration in connection with our glorified
body. We shall have that without the least particle of
weariness ; we shall go on labouring for ever and ever
to the glory of God!

Therefore this word “eternal” is so precious!
*Eternal in the heavens.” In the heavens we shall
obtain this glorified body. “ For in this "—that is, in
our present teni-house, in our present frame of weak-
ness, our body of infirmities—" For in this we groan,
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with cur house
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wihich is lrom heaven” One groaning on account of
weakness, another groaning on account of pain, another
zroaning on account of other infirmities connected with
the tent-house in which we find ourselves at present;
but especially on account of spiritual infirmities,
spiritual weaknesses. SIN—on account of this the
child of God especially groans, longing to be delivered
fvom all the spiritual weaknesses, spiritual wnfrmities,
which even in the best of us are found. Fer the more
holy we are, the more do we find oursclves extremely
burdened on account of the spiritual infirmities that yet
remain in us. “In this we groan earnestly desiring to
be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven”
At present we are not * clothed upon ™ in this life. We
have not a glerified body. We are yet in this tent-
house.

“If so be that being clothed we shall net be found
naked” Do you all understand this verse? Just ask
yourselves what we mean to put on, for it is important
to understand this verse, and | have reason to consider
that some do pot know what is the meuning of it
Therefore, with such particularly who have doubts
about whether they understand it or not, seek to pay
attention to what it means. The time wil! come when
there will be given a glorified body ; but will all human
beings obtain it?7 No! There will be the first resur-
rection, the resurrection of the just, there will be the
resurrection when the glorified bodies will be given ;
but not all humian beings will obiain the glorified body ;
tie time of the resurrection wili have passed, and multi-
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tudes not have obtained a glorified body! O let us see
to it that when the time comes that the glorified body
shall be given, when the time comes to be clothed, " we
shall not be found naked.” That is, found to have been
left in the grave, found not to have obtained the glori-
fied body ; and at the last, at the general resurrection,
be raised again but for judgment, not raised again to
obtain the glorified body. And regarding all those who
do not obtain this glorified body, it is stated here that
not being clothed, they shall “ be found nuked.” The
time passed of the first resurrection, the resurrection of
the just, and the glorified body not obtained! To
abtain this, every poor sinner, however fechle and weak
spiritually he may be, however ignorant in a variety of
ways he may be, yet, if zusting truly in the Lord Jesus
Christ, 45 a child of Ged, and will obtain-a glerified
body.

“For we that are in this tabernacle,” in this tent-
body, * do groan, being burdened, not for that we would
be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might
be swallowed up of life” “ We that are in this taber-
nacle "—that means, we children of God, yet on earth
in the ordinary body, in the tent-body—"do groan,
being burdened” We cry, we sigh, we wish to be
brought to a different state. And what is it that we
long for? Not that we should be unclothed; but
“ clothed upon,” to obtain our glorified bedy, in order
that mortality may be “ swallowed np of life” This 8
what the child of God especizlly longs for, the return
of the Lord Jesus Christ—not death, but the return of
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Christ, because then the whole of the Church of God
will obtain, every ane of them, a glorified body, and
thus mortality will be “ swallowed up of life” For this
hody that we shall obtain will be an eternal body, and
we shall never have to pass through <leath any more.

“Now He that hath wrought us for the self-same
thing is God, Who also hath given unto us the earnest
of the Spirit.” Notice particularly this precious verse.
“He thal hath wrought us for the seli-same thing.”
That is, we children of God, weak, feeble, and erTing,
foalish and ignorant, though as yet we may be, have
been appointed for this. God has wrought us for this
self same  thing—that we should obtain a glorificd
body. Inother words, I, as assuredly as 1 am speaking
now, shall have u glorified body, and my brethren and
sisters in Christ here present, and everyone trusting in
Jesus for salvation, will obtain the glorified body.
Everyone of us, without exception, for we are ap-
pointed for it, we are wrought for it, we are prepared for
il, and we have the evidence that it will he so. The
earnest is given to us already ; and this is, that we have
received the Spirit.  And as assuredly as we have the
Spirit received. so certain js it that we shall have a
glorified body. This is the earnest given to us in the
ift of the Spirit, to comfort our hearts, to make us look
out for this glorified hody, to ponder it again and again
and again with truth that we shall have a glorified
body. For this very purpose was given to us the Holy
Spirit, that the Holy Spirit might be the warrant to us
to {ook out for the glorified body.
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“ Therefore we are always confident ™—that is, of
good courage—knowing that, whilst we are at home in
the body, we are absent from the Lord ; for we walk by
faith, not by sight. We are confident, 1 say, and willing
rather to be absent from the hody, and to be present
with the Lord.” It would be well that we seek to test
ourselves by what is written here. © We arc always of
good courage, knowing that, whilst we are at home in
the body, we are absent fromn the Lord” That is, we
have noi yet been brought into the presence of the
Lord to have habitual, full, complete communion with
Him, and have not entered upon the eternal happiness,
as every child of God will have it for ever and ever.
“ We are confident "—we are of good courage—" 1 say,
and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to
be present with the Lord.” That means rather wishing
that the Lord Jesus Christ would vome and take us to
Himself than that simply we should die and put off this
our tabernacle. s this the state ol our hearts? When
we look at ourselves, are we able to say, ¢ We are willing
to be absent fron) the body, and to be present with the
Lord; rather to go Home to get our glorified bodies,
instead of remaining longer here on earth?” The
more we are In a spiritual state, the more this will be
the case, but with an exception, one in which Paul found
himsell, when Jonging to go home, yet willing to stay
longer here on earth to labour for the Lord. With this
one exception, the spiritual state of heart is to go home
to be with the Lord for ever and ever. But if it pleases
God to allow us to labour for Him, Lo be ready to stay,
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counting it an honour and privilege t labour yet
further on earth. T myself have been praying to cbtain
the great honeur, the glorious privilege to be allowed
1o stay yet longer in the body, that [ might be able, in |
my weak, feeble measure, to labour further for the
Lord, for I count it the greatest honour, the most
glorious privilege, to be allowed te do any little thing
for my adorable, precious Lord, Who has done so much
for e,

“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or
absent, we may be accepted of Him.” “We lubour”
—that is, we endeavour—*“ that whether present or
absent "—that is, whether in the bady or out of the
body, whether with the Lord or whether from the
Lord, that however it may be with us, on earth, or in
heaven—"we may be accepted of Him"—that is, please
Him well. That is the one great concern: we should
have, to please our Lord well, whether by labouring
much or little, in easy or trying circumstances, among
friends or foes, at home or abroad, on the land or on the
sea. However it may be with us, as to our circum-
stances, that we may please Him well is the one great
business of life if we are believers in the Lord. How
greatly we should endeavour to do this whilst Tife is con-
tinued!

Now, in conclusion of our subject, the most solemn
word comes in our last verse, “ For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may
receive the things dene in his body, according to that
he hath dane, whether it be good or bad.” The Eye o
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God is on every human being! The Ear of God hears
every word uttered by every human being, and what-
ever we da, and whatever we say, nothing escapes the
Ear or the Eye of our Heavenly Father.  According to
all this, we have to stand before the judgment seat of
Christ.  The believers, ail who trust in Christ, are par-
doned for all they have been doing, for all they have
been saying, great and many and varied though their
failures and shortcomings may have been.  All, all who
have condemned themselves, passed sentence on them-
selves, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, are escap-
ing thus the judgment. But if we are not believers in
the Lord Jesus, if we are going on thoughtlessly and
carelessty and unconcerned about the things of God,
or trusting in ourselves for salvation, instead of trusting
in the T.ord Jesus Christ, or think that by living a -
ferent life, we are able to make up for past miscanduct,
which is a fatul, soul-destroying error—if, in any way,
we are not thus found believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, then God is under the necessity, as a Hely God,
and as a Just God, of bringing us to an account for all
our deeds, for all our words, even for every one of our
thoughts. And O how will it be then, when having thus
to appear before the judgment seat of Christ, to receive
according to the things done in the body ? O how will
itbe then? May I entreat and beseech all here present,
who are yet out of Christ, not to come to this, for they
will not be able to answer God one thing out of a
thousand ; they will not be able to justify themselves
regarding their doings, their speaking, their thinking.
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Numberless millions will be found out, their evil deeds,
their sinful words, their unholy thoughts And ©
what will be their condemnation at the last, if they are
found without Christ? Therefore, before it be too late,
let them hasten to Him for the forgivencss of all their
umnberless transgressions! May God grant it all for
Christ’s sake. Amen
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Know ye not that a little Jeaven leaveneth the whole lump?

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump
[ renewed), as ye are unleavened, Far even Christ our passover
is sacrifived for us:

Therefore, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unteavened
bread of sincerity and {muth,—r Cor. v., &, 7, &.

‘WE have been reading in the 12th chapter of the Book
of Exodus about the institution of the Passover and
what it was ; and here in this portion, which I have just
now read, we find what we have to understand by the
Passover; in itself setting forth in type, and setting
forth in figure, our Lord Jesus Christ  We will now
go through these verses with the object of seeing their
connection with the Lord Jesus Christ.

We will read again, therefore, this portion verse by
verse. The Book of Exodus, chapter 12: “ And the
Lord spake untc Moeses and Aaron in the land of
Egypt, saying, “This month shall be unto you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of

the year to you'® Here we find, in one particular,
. 1313
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low the Lord Jesus Christ is referred to in type.  The
moment the sinner sees that he 1s a sinner, and coun-
dernmns himself before God 25 one who deserves nothing
but punishment, and at the sawue tuone puts his trust
alone in Jesus Christ for the salvation ol his soul, he
beeomes a new creature in Christ Jesus.  Through this
aith i the Lord Jesus Christ we are regenerated, we
are born again, we oblain spiritual life ; and therefore
become completely different from what we were

Before that, the smner lives in sin; he is, as the
Scripturg calls it, " dead i trespasses and sin” and
knows nothing really and truly of God; but when his
eyes are opened by the power of God the Holy Spirit,
and he sees the wretched, miserable conditien in which
he has been all his life long, and is made to trust m
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, a new life begins—
that i3, 2 spiritual life begins; he is a2n altéered man
altogether.  Now this is set forth in figure, in the
chaptet, by the montd in which the Passover lamh was
instituted, and was being celebrated. It bevomes the
fivst aponth. A new year begins; the state of things
is completely altered when we are brought to believe
in Jesus Christ.

The third verse: " Speak ye unto all the congrega-
tion of Israel, saying, * In the tenth day of ths month
they shall take to thern every man a lamb according
to the house of their fathers, a lawh for an house "
Here we have to observe that, on the tenth day, this
lamb was to be taken from the flock. It was to be a
spotless lamb, a perfect lamb; there was to be no
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blemish in it, else it was not to be taken for the
Passover lamb, because all the animals that were used
for offering were to he without blemish. Now,
although the lamb was taken on the tenth day,
it was only to be slain on the fourteenth day; it was
not to be slain on the same day that it was chosen
from the Bock. There is 2 meaning in this! The
Lord Jesus Christ, when He came into the world, was
perfectly holy, perfectly spotless, perlectly sinless;
but He had to stay here thirty-three years, in orde:
that this might be proved, and seen by everybody.
The powers of darkness were Lo see it; and the holy,
spotless, elect angels of heaven were to see it ; and the
godly of human beings were to see it—that He was
the perfectly Holy, Spotless One. Therefore He had
to stay here for a good while, that this might be
proved.

This is set forth by the fact that the lamb was to be
a spotless lamb, chosen on the tenth day of the month,
that opportunity might be given to see further and
further on those days to the fourteenth day that it
wits spotiess. Speak ye unto all the congregation of
lsrael, saying, ' On the tenth day of this inonth they
shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the
house of their fathers, ¢ lamb for an house'” *“ Every
man a lamb,” that is the household—the head of the
family was to choose 2 lamb! Now, it might happern
that there were only five or six in the whole family,
possibly ounly four, and yet they were to gather xound
the lamb, the whole lamb, nothing short of the lamb,
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Around the lamb they were (0 gather; the whole lamb,
roasted as it was, was to be brought on the table, and
was to be eaten, with the legs, and with the pur-
tenances thereof—that is, the heart, the lungs, and the
kidneys, The whole Jamb they were to have about
them,

Therefore, what was to be done if the family were
small? They were to invite the neighbour next to
them ; not the uncle, or the aunt, or the cousins. But
the neighbour next to them was to be invited, with
his family, in order that there might be sufficient per-
sons for the consmuption of the lamb. Now this is
very remarkable. It shows to us that they were to
live till the Passover time came again in peacel [t
was a very awful thing if they were to quarrel with
thelr next neighbour; then to invite him to come.
This indicates that it was expected that they whe
gathered around the lamb were living in peace. Now
this is just how it should be in the heavenly family.
Those who feced on the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
should be on good terms with their next-door neigh-
bour; not on good terms only with their uncle, or
aunt, or their cousins, but with their next-door neigh-
bour. The whole heavenly famly should be alto-
gether on good terms, not merely with the rich
among themselves, and the poor among them-
selves, but «afl, rich and poor alike, no matter
whatever their position in life, whatever the amount of
education they have had. As assuredly as we belong
to. Christ, we should ove one another, and we should
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be on pood terms with our neighbours. Theé question
should not be, “Is this one an educated person, or a
rich person? ” but “ Does he or she belong to Chnst? "
“ Does he or she love the Lord Jesus Christ?”  That
is the point; and then, if such be the case, we should
love ane another as brethren and sisters in the Lord
Jesus Christ A very, very instructive point that the
next-door neighbour was to come in, and make up the
number of those to cat the lamb.

" If the household be too little for the lamb, let him
and his neighhour next unto his house take it, accord-
ing to the number of the souls, every man according
to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.
Your lamb shall be without blemish [as all the sacri-
fices are to be), a male of the Arst year; ye shall take
it out from the sheep, or from the goats.” * A male of
the first year” This is the stronger, and this in tvpe
sets forth the Divimity of the Lord Jesus Christ  He
was really and truly 4 Man, sin only excepted ; but at
the same time He was really and truly GOD, as the
Father, “Ye shall take it ont from the sheep, or from
the goats and ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth
day of the same month”

“And the whole assembly of the congregation of
Jsrael shall kill it in the evening." This is particularly
to be noticed. It is not that merely certain persons
need the Lord Jesus Christ, and that ether persons
can do without Him! No one will go to heaven
without Christ! No one is a real, true believer, except
he puts Lis sole trust for salvation in the Lord Jesus
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Christ! This is set forth by the fact that “ the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in
the evening.” They all have a part in connection with
the Passover, and as assuredly as we are believers n
Christ, 30 surely do we trust in the Death, in the
Atonement, of the Lord Jesus Christ; and whosoever
does nol put his sole, and whole, trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ for salvation, does not believe in Christ,
and therefore is yet in his sins.

“ And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on
the two side posts and on the upper door post of the
houges, wherein they shall eat it; and they shall eat
the flesh in that night, roast with fire” It was not to
be eaten raw, nor was it to be eaten sodden with water,
but “roast with fire.” This brings before us m type
the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ was exposed 1o
the wrath of God, that not merely nominally, but realiy
and truly, He had (o pass through zll the agonies, the
torments, the sufferings through which we ought to
have passed on account of our numberless transgres-
sions In action, in word, in thought, in feeling, in desire,
in purpese, and in inclination. This is set forth hy
the lamb being " roast with fire!”

With unleavened bread they should eat it. We have
been reading in the 1st Epistle to the Cormthians what
is set forth by the unleavened bread There leaven,
as leaven, signifies meatice and wickeduess; but the
unleavened bread signifies sincerity and truth  And
this is what we have particularly to aim at, that we are
lound in @ state of uprightness!  Uprightness is
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brought before us by this unleavened bread. The
very opposite to guile, the very opposite to hypocrisy.
Uprightness of heart, this is what God desires in His
children! God bears with the weakness of His chil-
dren, the infirmities of His children; but He does not
bear with hypocrisy, with guile, with insincerity. He
wants us to be upright, sincere, and witheut guile;
and therefore we have to ask God continually that, in
the riches of His grace, He would give unto us real,
true, spiritual sincerity and uprightness and truth—
that is, if really and traly we care about the revelation
that e has been pleased to make in the Holy Scrip-
tures, and seek to act according to the Word of God.
A deeply important peint this is—that we do not go
our own way ; that we donot seek to please oursclves ;
that we do not think we may do this, that, or the other
thing, for Ged will not be particular. Fod will be
porfisuler!  He cares about the Truth which He has
put into our hands in the Holy Scriptures!

Then not merely was the lamb to be roast with fire
and eaten with unleaven bread, but “ with &itier herbs ”
they were to eat it. With bitter herbs, What might
these be? I judge the herbs to be the deep con-
sciousness the poor sinner has of his former life and
deportment. We have forgiveness when we trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ ; all our numberless sins are for-
given! But though God has forgiven us, we cannot,
50 to speak, forgive ourselves; we continually remem-
ber all the ungodly life, and the ungodly ways, in which
we went before our conversion. [t is now seventy-
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two years and six weeks that I have been a believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and for these seventy-two years
1 have known that every one of my numberless trans-
gressions is forgiven, and that not one of my number.
less transgressions, in my unconverted days, shall be
brought against me.  But while T know that God has
forgiven me perfectly, 1 cannot forgive myself! Day
by day, more or less, my ungodly ways before I was
converted, and all my numberless failings and short-
vomings since my conversion, 1 remember against
myself! These are * the bitter herbs” which T have
while I'am feeding on Christ! God has forgiven us;
but we cannot, so to speak, forgive ourselves. We
continually remember all our former ungodliness.

“Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water,
bat roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with
the purtenance thereol”  The purtenance being the
heart, the lungs, the kidneys. All must be roasted,
and the whole lamb was to be brought on the table.
And around the whole lamb they were to gather; not
around a roasted leg, or a shoulder, but round the
whole lamb.  Now, there is 2 meaning in this, and the
meaning of it is that we have the whole Christ, with
all His offices, with all the virtues of His blessing, and
the benefits to be had [rom Him. He is our Teacher ;
He is our Guide; He is our Comforter; He is our
Helper; He is our Strength; He is our Redeemer ;
He is cur Brother ; He is our Friend ; He is our Bride-
groom ; He is our Hushand. The believer has Christ
in all His offices.
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This 1s set forth by the Israelites gathering round
the whole lamb ; not a piece cut up.  But there is more
than what I have said in this. It is this, that we have
not to think we have to do with a part of the Saviour,
or a part of the blessing of the Savicur; but that just
as we need, poor, fecble, worthless worms as we are,
whatever we require for our soul, it is to be found in
the Lord Jesus Christ.  And we never need in spiri-
tual things to despair because our necessities are so
great! However great our spiritual necessities arc,
all, il that we require is to be obtained through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ ; through feeding on the Lord
TJesus, through eating spiritually His flesh, and drinking
gpiritually His blood.  All this is sei forth by the fact
that the Israelites were to gather round the whole
lamb.

There is another point of great instruction. The
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and believers mi
Him alone, are those who should be baptised. “Be-
liever's baptism,” therefore, is the right ordi-
pance, and the onfy vight ordinance, regard-
ing baptism. It is not a question how old we are;
but the question is, that we are believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ when baplised. Now, while this is the
right attention to the ordinance, we have to guard
against this, that we do not assemble toguther as
" b ptdsed believers; " bul that we asseroble together
as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not a
part of the Truth of God round about which we have
to meet, but round about Jesus we have to meet  That
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is the point.  That is the set point.  All believers mus:
gather round the Whole Lamb! It is pot this par.
of truth, or anether part of truth. For instance, the
truth of God is that the Lord Jesus Christ will come
again before the Miliennium, and will not come again
after the Millennium has commenced ; but He will come
1o introduce the Millennium, and there will be no Mil-
fermium withont the Lord Jesus Christ; so that the
Lord Jesus Christ in person is coming again! This
15 the truth of God, and which on no account we have
1o give up. But while this is so deeply important a
fruth, we should not meet together as those who hold
this trath, but we skould meet together as believers in
CUhrist. We should meet together as those who trust
ur the Atoning Death of the Lord Jesus Christ! It
is round about Christ we shoald meet! These are the
points that are set forth in the fact that the whole lamb
was to be gathered round about.

“ Hat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but
roast with fire”  And the head was not to be cut off
previously, “His head with his legs” They were
not to be cut off, but all roasted, and then brought on
the table. “ And with the purtenance thereof” * Ant
ye shall let nothing of it remain until the merning ;
and that which remaineth of it until the morning, ve
shall burn with fire ; and thus shall ye eat it, with your
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff
in your hand, and ye shall eat it in haste. it is the
Lord's Passover” Here the statement brings plainly
hefore us the wiy in which persons are to he dressed
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and attred when going on a journey. The large loose
pown was to be girded to the loins, that the traveller's
mrching o walking might not be retarded.  Thea,
his shoes on! Because there might be a rough
road; all kinds of things might be in the way,
thorns, sharp stones, which would hurt the feet ; there-
fore they were to put on their shoes!  Then, the staff
in the hand: ancther thing that is found in the
traveller.

Now, this brings before us the deeply important
truth that the moment we become believers in Christ,
or for the first time feed on Christ, our own Passover
Lamb, from that moment we become strangers and
pilgrims in the world; we belong no longer to the
world, for this world abides with the wicked one, is
in intimate connecton with the devil, and with the
powers of darkness. From it, therefore, we are
separated the moment we helong to Christ, and feed
for the first time on the Lord Jesus Christ. Then
we become strangers on earth; we set out on the
jeurney, and this joumey is heavenward.  The end of
the journey will be heaven! O how precious 1s this!
My beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, do you all
enter into this, that heaven ig your home. I have, for
seventy-two years, looked at it i that way, and it has
made me 3 very happy man. Trials and difficuities,
sorrows and afflictions, and disappointments I have had
a great many of; T might say I have had them by
hundreds, if not nearly by thousands, but, notwith-
standing all, 1 have been during the seventy-two years
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and the six weeks [ have now been a believer in Christ
an exceedingly happy man, because I have always
lovked to the end of the journey. 1 am as certam
that I shall be in heaven as if I were there already;
not a shadow of a doubt about it, and I have never
had a shadew of a doubt about it during the last
seventy-two years.

Aind this is what, my beloved brethren and sisters,
you should seek more and more to aim at, if you have
not already attained to it; though I have no doubt
thal very many, il not most of you, have done sa, B~
if there is anyone here who has not yet attained to 1,
that heaven is their home, let them cry mightily to
God that they may be sure of if, that heaven is their
home, Now, I walk up and down in my room, and
say to myself I am & sinner, a great simmer, and de-
serve pothing but punishment, but T shall not he
punisked, because my precious Lord Jesus was
punished in my stead, and because I put my trust in
Him. Therefore, nothing remains to me but heaven,
and every day brings me a day nearer to it. See how
precious is this. That is what we should feed on con-
tinually, and ponder continually, Consider what the
Lord Jesus has done in our room and stead, and that
salvation is completed by Him, and He will see to it
that you and I, as assuredly as we are believers, shall
be in heaven. And all this is perceived, and is set
forth, in this verse. It is the person who believes in
Christ setting out on 2 journey. He may have long
to travel ; but the end is what he has {0 look at.  The

*®
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end; and the end will be glory, the end will be
heaven! We, poor miserable sinners, deserve nothing
but punishment, but if we put cur trust in the Lord
Jesus the end of the journcy will be glory, will be
heaven! And we shall be for Etermty with the Lord
Jesus Christ! O how precicus this is; and [, by the
grace of God, have been enabled for these seventy-tw>
years to look at it in that way, and it has made me
for all these years a very happy man!

The 12th verse, “ For | will pass through the land
of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both mea and beast”  Let us
ponder—the firstbom of the king, the firstborn of the
poor. “And against all the gods of Egypt I wili
execute judgment: T aw the Lord” The judges,
the princes, and the great ones of the earth, who are
said to be the representatives of God here on earth,
they shall be slain. Not merely the poor, but the
lords therein, and every one of the kings, the princes,
the judges, the great ones of the land.

Now the last verse, and a remarkabie one it is;
and we should seek particularly to ponder it. " And
the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses
where ye are, and when | see the blood I will pass over
you, and the piague shall not be zpon you, to destroy
you, when 1 smute the Jand of Egypl” Here we ses
what brought salvation, deliverance, safety to the
Israelite! It was the blood of the Passover Lamb,
which had been put on the door posts! Now, thus our
salvation depends not upon our almsdeeds, not o
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church or chapel-going, not on what we have given, or
intend to give, to the poor; on none of these things
depend the salvation of the soul, but simply, solely,
entirely, only, on the blood of the Lord fesus Christ,
which was shed for the remission of ocur sins, if we
trust in i, depend upon it, look to it, and to it alone,
for the salvation of aur souls. That is the first point
that we gather from this last verse. But there s
something else. “The blood shall be to you for a
token on your houses where ye are, and when I see Lhe
blood 1 will pass over you, and the plague shall not
come nigh to you” 7The eye of man might not be
able to see the blood, but God saw the blood; the
pecple inside the house might not be able to see ot
the people outside the house might not be able to see
it, but God saw it!

And now that brings before us that there may be
among you, dear, true children of God, nervous ones,
and very often, as a believer in Christ, 1 have clearly
poinled out to them, for such and such reasons, they
are truly believers in Christ, yet these nervous persons
may not be able to see itl Now, must they go to
Lell because they cannot see it clearly regarding them-
selves? No! Not God, your Heavenly Father, He
sees that, after ail, you are reaily. traly, sincerely, alone
jooking to the blood of Jesns Christ; but on account
al your nervous state you never come to the assurdance
you ought to, that you are saved; and for your com-
fort, I say that just as God irn the dark night saw the
bloed, so God, sees now, though these singere, honest,
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upright, dear children of God, on account of their ner-
vousness, do not see it

Now, in conclusion, " Are we all convinced that we
are sinners needing a Saviour? " Let us ask ourseives,
young and old, male and female, aged and young, “ Do
I'see that L um a sinner? ®  If not, O ask God to show
it to you. No one can get to heaven without secing
that he is a sinner.  All the people who go to hell have
only a good opinion about themselves, and see aothing
at all of their sinnership!  You must come to see that
you are 4 sinner—you must come to it, and see that
you deserve punishment ; and if you have not yet come
to it, you wan't get to heaven without it! Therefore,
ask God to show you clearly that you are a sinner, that
you are a sinner needing a Saviour. And what will
you come to when you see it?  You will seek to live a
better life, but to make up for your past misconduct
you will never be able to do. Never! Never! There
is but One Who can make up for our transgressions ;
that is Jesus, Who yielded His pedert obedience 10
God, His own life, Who suffered the punishiment which
we deserve on account of our numberless transgres-
sicns, And if we trust in Him, and depend on Hin,
for salvation, that is enough.

Therefore, the next pomt s to believe i Christ,
That mieans to trast i Him for salvation, and & yoa
say “1 wish I could do that, but 1 am not able to do
it,” and you are sincerely wishing to put your trust
in Him, He will show you, He will help you. But,
rawnember, when we have come to it that we see we
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are ginpers, we are to put our trust in Christ! One
point mare, and that is, that we seek for the whole te-
mainder of our life to live to the praise, and honour,
and glory of our Saviour, and that we ask Him day
by day to aid us! May He bless us for His Name's
szke,  Amern.



“The God of all grace . . . make you
perfect, stabitsh . . . pon”

A Sermon preached af Bethesda Chapel, Great George Street,
Bristol, on Sunday Evening, March 28th, 18g7.

But the God of all grace, Wha hath called ws unto His etgrnal
glory, by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you
perfecl, stablish, strepgthen, settle you.—7 Pefer ¥., Io.

IN meditating for a litle while on this verse, let us
notice, in the first place, the title given to our precious
Heavenly Father. He is called “The God of all
Grace” He is God Almighty. He is the God of
Power, the God of Justice, the God of Holiness, the
God of Wisdom, the God of Infinite Compassion. He
bears o variety of precious pames, because they set
forth His attributes, and prove, all of them, His
character.

Now, in this portion He is called ® The God of all
Grace” That is a most precious title given to Him for
out comfort, We are sinners, we fail in a vatiety of
ways, we have failed in numberless ways before this;
and we therefore need One Who is not merely Al
mighty, not merely rightecus, not merely infinitely
holy, not merely infinitely wise, but Who is also full
of pity and compassion towards peor sinners, such as
I am, and as you are. And therefore this word, that

34
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“He is the God of all Grace,” suits us admirably. We
just need such a God as this is. * He is the God of all
grace,” and were He not, © what would become of us?
But because “He 15 the God of all grace™ there is
bope for the oldest, the greatest, the vilest sinner
among us. None need to despair, since “He is the
God of all Grace” That is. the grace that is fornd in
God s without limit, and it can be applied to every
one of our varions failures and shortcomings, of what-
cver character they may be

There is even the possibility that the greatest thief,
the greatest robber, the vilest person that ever lived
under heaven, can obtain forgiveness for his crimes,
There is grace found in God, since “ He is the God of
all Grace,” that whatever amount of grace is needed,
it is to be had from Him. It is to be found in God.
The greatest sins can be forgiven. Look at Manas-
seh's case, and see what God did for him.  He was
swimming, as it were, in the blood of the individuals
whom he had murdered ; and his idolatry went be-
yond everything that had ever been seen. But after
he was taken a prisaner, and he humbled himself before
God—really and truly humbled himself before God—
see how merciful and goed God was to him. It was
all forgiven! There is an instance of " the God of all
Gracel”

Look, again, at the great persecutor San, who de-
lighted in having the believers in Christ beaten in
every synagogue ; who delighted in having them cast
into prison, again and again and again; who delighted
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in tormenting them till they blasphemed the worthy.
precious name of the Lord Jesus; who delighted in
baving believers in Christ put to death. Vet this
great persecutor—in his day, we have reason to he-
Lieve, the greatest of persecutors—was forgiven, "1
obtained mercy,” he himself says. I obtained mercy.”
Why? Because God was “the God of all Grace”
That was the reason, not beranse he deserved i, not
because he had become a better man now. No!
While he was on the very way to Damascus, to do to
the believers in Christ there what he had been doing
to the believers in Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus met him
and changed his heart, and made him onc of the holiest
men that ever lived on earth (as a mere human being,
T mean) and this because God is “the God of all
Grace™ How this snits sinners, as we are, in all our
variety of failures and shortcomings—even in the case
of the converted.  Though they hate sin and Iove holi-
ness, yet how many are their failures, how many their
shortcomings, how many their words which are con-
trary to the mind of God! Though they do not live
in sin, and though they do not go on in an evil, wicked
rourse, yet their failures, their shortcomings, if not in
action, yet in word, and if it were even not in word, m
thought, in feeling, in desire, in purpose, in inclination,
O how many are they! How many are our failures
and shortcomings! But our Friend and Helper in
hreaven, our Father in Christ Jesus, is “ the God of all
Grare.”

O, u precious title | And [ advise my beloved Chris-
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tiau friends to study this title yet further and further;
to think about it, and to pray aver this name given here
to our Heavenly Father, that more and more they
may be comforted by " the God of Grace” Who hath
called us unto Ilis etemal glory.”™ Thnt is the prospect
we have! The weakest, the fechlest, the least in-
structed of the children of God have this prospect be-
fore them—to share the eternal glory of God! What
a wonderful thing is this! And all the glary which
the Father will give to the Lord Jesus Christ, on ac-
count of His mediatorial work, the weakest, the
feeblest of the children of God shall share with Christ,
because they are members of His mystical body, of
which He is the Head, because they belong to Him
and thaef is the reason why they shall share it with
Him. To this eternal glory of (GGod the Father, and
to this eternal glory of God the Son, we are called,
and we have obtained (for the very purpose that we
might be assured that we shall share it) an esrnest,
which is the Spirit of God. And as assuredly as we
are the partakers of God the Holy Spirit, so surely we
shall share the eternal glory of the Father and of the
Scn.  Bright, and blessed, and glorious, therefore, are
ol prospects?

And how do we come to all this?  What is our title
to all this? It is stated, " Who hath called us unto
Hiz eternal glozy by Christ Jesus "—zather in Christ
Jesus, becanse we belong to Christ.  No goodness, no
wmertt, ne worthiness {ound in us; not becanse we are
better than other people ; not because we pray 2 great
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deal ; not because we work a great deal for God. That
is not Lhe reason, but because we arc #n Christ Jesus,
members of His mystical body. The rightecusness of
Cheist 15 impated to us.  He, in our room and stead,
fulfilled the whole law, the law which we had broken
times without nnmber.  And thus it comes that we arc
justified before God—that is, accounted just, reckoned
just, though unjust and unrighteous in ourselves.

This perfect obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ unto
death, the death on the Cross, is put to cur account, 1s
imputed to as; and therefore it is that we are called
unto His eternal glory through Christ Jesus. The
Lord Jesus Christ suftered in our room and stead, as
our mediator, and bore all the punishment which we
deserve on account of our numberless transgressions.
And thus God, though just and holy and righteous, can
in Christ Jesus give to us this wonderful blessing, to
share His own eternal glory, and to share the eternal
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ! O the wonderful,
wondrous prospects which we have! If this were en-
tered into, we should sing and rejoice ali the day long,
under all circumstances, under all trials; but because
we enter so little into it, we apprehend so little of it,
we pass by so much of what is declared 1o the Word of
God about these things, and are so short of happiness
as we are! Now let us ponder more abundantly all
these things, that the heart may be brimful of joy.
This is so important, because * the joy of the Lord”
is the spiritual strength of the heliever while we are
this side eternity.
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“Called us unto His eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
after that ve have suffered awhilé "—more exactly and
minutely, “after ye have suffered a Httle while” T¢
is only a little while, in comparison with eferndty /
Suppose it were to last 20 years, or 50 years, or even
80 vears, and i it were even longer than this, yet, in
comparison with elernity, iU is a little while! For a
little while anly! O how short it will be, in comparni-
son with eternity! We must never lose sicht
of the fact that eternity is a period without
end. A thousand years are as one day! A thousand
vears, a little time, a very little time! And ten hun-
dred millions of years, @ little time. Eternity only
beginning, theugh a thousand millions of years shall
have passed away! Only the beginning of eternity!
And 5o millions, and 000 millions of years, O how
fittle, how little a period #n comparison with elernity.

So after this hfe, suffered a little while, what comes?
He wili “make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, setile
you” It 1s a positive statement! It is not merely a
wish, not merely a desire, on the part of the apostle,
nor merely a prayer. But He wili make you perfect!
‘When you look at your spiritual confiicts now, remem-
ber they will not always remain. We shall have the
victory, ¢ompletely, threngh our Lord Jesus Christ
No temptations auy longer! Nor hesitation whether
we shall do a thing, or not do it—all this completely
done away. The will of God will be declared to us,
and instantanecusly, without a second’s hesitation,
without 2 moment of pondering whether we shall da it
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or not, the heart will say, “ Thy will, lleavenly Father,
is my perfect delight ; I shzll rejoice in glorifying Thee,
hy doing what Thou wiit have mc to do.”  This is the
state of things to which we are hastening on!  Perfect
conformity to the mind of Christ! Perfect, universal,
and eternal chedience to our Heavenly Father! When,
hereafter in the glory, His holy pleasure is made
known to us, instantaneously we shall comply. That
is the meaning of being made perfect, and that is the
promise we have.

He will make you perfect as to holiness and as to
intelligence ; there will be ro remaining in ignorance
found in us, but “we shall know in that day, as per-
fectly as we.are known now” We shall completely
know God, we shall completely know the Lord Jesas,
we shall completely know everything that is according
to the mind of God, or conttary to the mind of
God. O the bright and blessed and glorious praspect
that cvety particle of ignerance now found in us will
be completely done away with. We shall be perfect
as to holiness; we shall be perfect as fo krowledge
O how bright, how glorious, these prospects are! We
are pot perfect now, even as to knowledge, or as to
grace. [ar otherwise. We are weak and feeble in
ourselves still though believers m the T.ord Jesus;
ang though hating sin and loving holiness, we are far
from being perfect. But we shall be perfect!  This is
the bright and blessed prospect, “ He will make you
perfect. stablish, strengthen, settle you.”

Stablish—that i1s, He will give unto us a state .n
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which there will no double-mindedness, all a reality,
int regatd to the things of God; all one-minded, ali
according to the mmd of God  This is the bright
prespect before us. Then we shall be strengthened
—that is to say, completely firm according to the
mind ¢f God, no double-mindedness whatever; one
mind, and only one mind, to glorily God ; one purpose,
and only cne purpose, to live for God, to labour for
God ; and everything that is contrary to the mind .f
Giod will be entirely removed from us. A bright and
blessed prospect this, that jusi as the Lord Jesus
Christ was, while on earth, thirty-three years and a
half, so hereafter will be the [eeblest, the weakest, of
the children of God; so completely minded shall we
be, as the Lord Jesus Christ was, [or glorifying God
while on earth. That is the prospect before us.

And lastly, we shail be settled—that is, such a foun-
detion of complete spirituality shall we be brought to,
that a shaking of the foundation will be entirely im-
prssible. O this prospect of being settled, with firm
foundations, will be ours; no shifting and changine
will be the question then, but one purpose, and one
purpose throughout eternity, will be ours: to glorify
Gad, to do the will of God, to work for God, to have
no will of our own. O how bright = the prospect for
us weak ones, feeble ones, and erring ones, as we are,
that we shall not remain thus, O how often have we
cendemned ourselves since our conversion, in that we
are not aitogether Christlike, that we are still not
always inclined to do the things which are perfectly
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according to the mind of Ged, and though at last we
rome to it, and do the thing according to the mind of
God, yet that we hesitated for a little moment, that we
considered whether we should do the thing or not
This should not be found in us ; this shows that we are
not altogether ‘according to the mind of God, that vet
the corrupt nature is found in us, that the devil has
still a measure of power over us, and that we are not
yet perfect in holiness.

All this will then be altersd completely.  Un=
single aim throughouft ecternity, one single mind
throughout eternity, to live for Ged, to glorify Ged,
without the jeast particle of hesitation at any time;
instantaveously, when the will of God is presented to
us to set our seal fo it, that we will obey Him, that wo
will glorify Him, that we will do Ilis will.  How
bright and blessed and glurious these prospects! Now
is there yet an unbeliever here present? If so, to you,
my dear friend, T would say in whatever way you seek
after happiness now, you will never have it, can never
have it, except you find it in this way that I have been
pointing out, ‘through Jesus Christt The Apostles,
holy men, exceedingly holy men as they were, ob-
tained all this through Christ. They did not obtain it
by their own exertion. It was as poor, guilty, hell-
deserving sinners, they accepted what God gives to tha
sinmer Tn Christ Josus.

We have to own before God that we are sinners,
and, if we do not see it, to ask God to show it to us,
and then to confess before God i prayer that we are
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sinners, and, kaving done so, to put our trust solely in
Christ Jesus fcr salvation. It is this, and this alone,
which brings the blessing, and can bring the blessing.
Any, therefore, who are not yet believers in Christ, i
they desire really and truly to be happy, this is the
anly way to cbtain it; if they desire to go to heaven,
this is the only way to get there.  God grant that
some sonl or other may be benefited through this our
weditation, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen,



“Trust in the Lord.”

A Sermion preached at Bethesda Chapel, Gread Gevrge Strect,
Bristol, on Sundny Fvening, May 301h, r8p7.

Proverbs iit., 5-t7.

THE Book of Proverbs forms a decply hunportant por-
tion of the Word of God. It is [ull of most precious
counsels and advice for all human beings, if they
wonld only give ear. Of course, believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ will have the greatest hlessing
through it ; but even for those who as yet do not know
the Loxd, if they were to attend to what is given
this Book of Proverbs, they would find great blessing
und benefit, not merely in regard to the life to come,
but for their stuy here on carth. It is full of important
instruction. I will mention just this point, for instance.
More than once warning is given against becoming
sureky for other persons. Now, very 1iany of as know,
from our own experience, what misery, what exceeding
great misery, has come upon whole families, it may be
upon several Fannlies, simply on account of not atten--
ing o this.

Hastily, inconsiderately, they have becoms suretics
for others, saying to themselves, “I shall never be

544
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culled on to pay this money ; ” but before they were
aware of it they were compelled to make good their
suretyship, and often and often brought the greatest
misery not merely on themselves, but on their whole
family, and perhaps more than one family were drawn
thus inte misery. Now, God, knowing all this before-
hand, throngh His servant Solomon admonished us
not to do it. [ myself, in my long life, have known
instance upon instance of the greatest misery brought
on whele families on account of not attending to this.
Now, this is just one instance that [ mention; but
there are numberless points in the Book of Proverbs
of a similar character, which, because they are not
attended to, bring wretchedness and misery, not
merely on one, but often on very many. Verse 3:
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not
unto thine own understanding.” Often and often be-
canse this bleewise has not been attended to misery has
been brought, the greatest misery, not only on indi-
viduals, but on large tamilies. The temptation is, * O
I have a great deal of experience in my business; [
know whal {0 do, I know how to act, 1 know what will
turn out best” Thus speculation has come on,
and speculation to a very, very large extent; and
misery beyond description has been brought about on
account of thrs. T just mention one instance which I
was intimate with, the individual concerned being one
whom I greatly loved,  There was a war with China
coming on, many, many years ago-—the fivst war with
China on the part of England; the individual was
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advised to buy an immense quantity of tea, because
tea would rise in price exceedingly on account of the
war, and the beloved, dear Christian man said to hin-
self, “1 do not care about this speculation for myscll,
but I feet exceedingly for my own dear brother about
business matters” And so, being advised by the
brother ta buy an immense quantity, he speculated
far beyond his capital, in order to help his brother cut
of difficulties. The result was, very soon war was at
an end, the tea did not at all rise to what it was ex-
pected it would—indeed, because se many had bought
very large quantities, it actually decreased in price,
instead of rising—and this beloved Christian friend of
mine lost an snormous sum of money, so that Instead
of heiping his brother he hrought himself into exceed-
ing great difficulty.

Now here, you sce, is the Word speaking to the
opposite effect, ™ Tryst in the Lord with all thie
heart """ depend on Me for what you need; look (o
Me Ior what you need, and do not take the advice of
those brokers, or any other such agents, but consult
the Lord *—" lean not unto thine own understanding.”
Do not suppose because you have had a good deal of
experience, or another person has had a good deal of
experience, that that is all which is needed ; but betake
yourself to the Lord under all circumstances, at al!
times, under all difficulties, and seek His advice and
connsel,  Now this has been my habit {it was not my
habit for the first two years after my conversion), but
it hias now been for 6g years my habit to act according

-
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to this, and the result is that all has been going on
well with my affairs. 1 have never been allowed to
bring myself into difficulties on account of such mat-
1ers, because 1 have not trested in my own experience,
but have trusted in the Lord.

if difficulties arise with our service, when we meet
in the mornings we lay our case before God, tell Him
in all sipplicity our position, and ask Iis counsel and
advire, fAnd He does give unte us counsel and
advice, aitd helps ug out of difficulties and perplexing
vircurastances, though they are very frequent i our
gcrvice—yea, there Is rarely a day but something or
ather turns up in which we need to be guided and
directed by the Lord; and He helps us, He appears
for us. I can advise this way of living and acting to
all my beloved Christian friends, for the resuit of it
is peace, peace, peace! All the ordinary troubles of
lile vanish, if we thus throw our burden on the Lord
and spezk to Flim about matters

“Lean TCt unto thine own understanding.” How
clearly cxpressed, how decidedly cxpressed! Our
danger 1% continually to lean ¢n our own understand-
ing; to say to ourselves, “O, I have many times
passed through similar circumstances. 1 have a good
deal of experience in these matters; it is not neces-
sary that [ should pray about it, for 1 know very well
what [ ought to do.”  And thus we bring on ourselves
wretchedness and misery, and often not merely on
ourselyes, but on those conpected with us.

“In all thy ways acknowledge Hin, and He shall
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direct thy paths” In all thy ways. Let us partica-
larly notice this—not merely now and then come 16
God for guidance and direction, but regarding every
step that we take, every business that we enter into,
and every new phase of our business, bring 1t before
God and talk to Him, converse with Hire concerning
the matter. T'het is the meaning of * In all thy ways
acknowledge Him ; * and the result will be this: “He
shall direct thy paths.” Never begin anything without
going to God about it in prayer! Never take any
step without first of all settling the matter between
yourselves and God, and the result will be you will
not speak to Him in vain. He loves you.  “ e shall
direct thy paths; * He will make plain your way, and
show you clearly and distinctly how you cught to act.
Thus you will escape the great difliculties, the great
trials, in carrying out the measure of light which God
will give you. O how precicus!

Now, we have not to say, “ I do not live in the days
of miracles; I do not Hve in a time when there is a
Urim and a Thummim, and the high priest who conid
tell me what to do” For God is willing by His
Spirit, througk the Holy Scriptures, yet in our day,
at the close of the mineteenth century, to guide and
direct us. And in being guided and directed, ifqve
carry out the measure of light which God is pleaged
to give to us, we shall find how blessed it is not to
take any steps directed by our own understanding,
but to seek wisdom from God, and obtain counsel and
advice from Him. The Lord Jesus Christ, among all
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other titles given to Him in the Word of God, has
one title: that is, He is the Counsellor. The Coun-
sellor of the Church of God, for her benefit, for her
instruction. We are naturally ignorant, we do not
know how to act, what to do; but if we betake our-
selves to our Counsellor, the Lord Jesus Christ, we
shall find how ready He is to counsel us, to advise us.

I have found it thus, more or less, during the last
6g years that T have known the Lord. The fizst two
years I often, often acted hastily, without much prayer,
hecause patience was not natuwral to me then. I
would have the matter settled, and therefore acted
without patiently and quietly waiting on God: and
tuking basty steps often and often, I was not merely
confounded, but I brought trouble on myself During
the last Hg years, however, 1 have acted differentiy,
and have therefore gone peacefully aleng, and have
had rest in God. None of those trials through which
I first passed after my conversion have been found
in my life since, because | have patiently and quietly
waited on God, to guide, dircct, and help me.

* Be not wise in thine own eyes ; fear the Lord, and
depart from cvil” Naturally we have, often and
often, too high an idea aboul ourselves ; we are “ wise
in our own eyes,” and on account of this take steps to
go forward without seeking the counsel and advice of
the Lord. The result is, trouble and difficuliy. Now,
beloved Christian friends, let us especially be
warned by this, not to be wise in our own
eyes, because it is (oo irue, (hat we are pof
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wise. If left to ourselves, we shall surely take
wrong steps; we shall surely be confounded
Things will not go on well. And therefore it be-
comes us as being made fully aware of our natural
ignorance and helplessness, to betake ourselves to
God for counse] and advice. That 1s what we have
to do, and above all to “ fear God and to depart from
evil”

Qur gwn ways are so frequently connected with that
which is conirary to the mind of God; but if we are
not wise in our ewn eyes, not only shall we be guided
aright, but the result, further, will be that talung steps
uccording to the mind of God we shall be departing from
evil Now, what follows from this? It tends even
to the benefit of the body. Not merely gives peace
of mind to the soul, but is good even for the body.
“It shall be health to thy navel and marrow to thy
bones.”

Now comes in another subject altogether. " Honour
the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-fruits
of all thy increase, so shall thy barns be filled with
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
I do not torget that the Israclites had special pro-
mises given to them with regard to abundunce in
this life, i they walked in the ways of® the Lord.
Now, though in this present dispensation, we have
not the promise to become very rich, to become great
men, if we walk in the ways of the Lord, still there
is, if we attend to these two verses, blessing coming to
us even in this lifc, besides spiritual blessing. | have
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known this in my own experience, by acting according
to these two verses. I have seen it ever 5o many
times in the lives of godly brethren and sisters in
Christ, who acted according to these two verses.

“ Honour the Lord with thy substance and with
the first-fruits of all thy increase”  God fills the
clouds with rain, for the very purpose that they may
empty themselves on the land, to make the land fer-
tile; and so God trusts His children, as His stewards,
“with means not to keep ali Lo themselves, not Lo enjuy
merely themselves, but to communicate out of the
abundance He is pleased to give them to their feilow
men—those who are weak and feeble, and cannot
work, or who through other circumstances are brought
into straightened, difficult positions and circumstances.
This attended to brings blessing not only to the soul,
but even blessing of a lemporal character. I speak as
one who knows all this from an experience in my own
case of much more than 6o years. I speak about this
as having, through my acquaintance with more than
Lens of theusands of children of God, had brought be-
fore nie again and again and again the fact that those
who acted according to the principles here laid down,
not merely brought blessings to their souls, bul even
as to their circumstances temporarily, obtained far
rucre again than they had given away, so that not
only interest was given them, but compound interest,
and in many cases twenty times, ity tines, even a
hundred times more than they had given to the poor,
or than they had given to the work of God. For
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(God ever sees to it that He i1s not our debtor, but that
we are His debtors. O i brethren and sisters in
Christ habituaily acted according to this verse, how
different would be their position even as to this life,
and how great the blessing which they would thus
bring to their own souls!

“Hlonowr the Jord with thy substance” When
God is pleased to give to us temporal blessings, He
grves them, not that on our own persons we may spend
the abundance He is pleased to bestow on us, but that
we may remember the weak and sickly, and help and
assist them ; that we may remember those who are cut of
cployment, who would gladly work, but who have
no work ; and that we imay care for the widow, and the
aged widow in particular, and the aged man who can
no longer work——that we may remember their necessities
and care for thern,  And the pesult will be, as 1 have
scen It times without number in my long Christian
career, that not only will blessing coine to the souls
of those who act according to this word, but that even
with regard te temporal things God will abundantly
vepay what we have thus piven, " So shall thy bams
be fiilled with plenty, and thy prgsses shall burst cut
with new wine” We may have no barns, and ne
vineyard, to have this literally fulfilled ; but God, in
some way or other, will make it manifest how He is
mindful of what we have given ta the widow, to the
poor sick person whe cannot work, to the poor aged
man who is past work. )

Now comes another subject.  * My son, despise not
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the chastening of the Lord | neither be weary of His
correction, for whom the Lord Joveth He correcteth,
cven as a father the son in whom he deligheth” Often
and often I have found how real, true children of God
are discouraged, disheartened, greatly bowed down,
hecause they are so long alllicted, forgetting that the
very afffiction is a token of the Father's love to them.
O remember this, because it is a matter not to ques-
tion. I take God at His word, “ Whom the Lord
loveth He correcteth,”  All these afflictions are educa-
tion to pur hearts. In regard to our positions and
circumstances, “ Whom the Lord loveth e correcteth,
even as & father the son in whom he delighteth.; "
not the father the son whom he hates, whom he does
not care about in the least, whom he despises, whom
he may mean to disinherit. Nothing, nothing, nothing
of the kind. " Ewven as a father the son in whom he
delighteth.”  Ah! if this were laid to heart by the
dear children of God in trizl, in affliction, and in diffi-
culty, how differently would they judge their trials,
their afflictions, their diseppointments, their sorrows,
their pain and suffering. “ My son, despisc not the
chastening of the Lord.”

I was once for a good while in a position that I
could not work at all, because I had overwrought
myself, overworked myself in service fer the Lord, had
not been careful at all about my health. For six
years, | had never taken a walk in the fields| If the
work of the Lord called me to exerciss, | wounld walk
eight, ten, twenty miles, or more in such service, but
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if the work of the Lord did not call me to exercise,
[ would never go out for five minutes for the sake of
recreation, or for the sake of benefiting my health.
The consequence was, that while before 1 was able
to write ten, fiftcen, of twenty letters without rising
from my chair, and read for three or four hours at a
stretch, I was now so reduced that the writing of one
single little note was too much for me, and, as for
reading, not 2 qoarter of an hour could I stay at it
It was all too much. Under these circumstances 1
did not, by the grace of God, despise His chastening ;
but, after months and months had passed, leaving me
in this state, 1 began to be weary of His correction.
That was the danger into which [ came, and [ began
to ask God not merely to keep me from despising the
chastening, but not to weary—to be willing to go on
bearing with the way in which He dealt with me
And, in the riches of His grace, He kept me from
being weary.

So after months had been passed in this weakness
mentally, in the inability of geing on doing what I had
been able to do, my health became by little and litile
restored ; and I thus obtained the ability of warning
my fellow-belicvers to take care of their health. |
began to take now and then a fittle rest, now and
then a litlle walk ; and the consequence was [ have
been able to work far, far more abundantly, and have
been far, far happier in my soul since I began to care
about my health. T mention_this for warning to those
whn despise the taking care of their health, and <o |
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on toiling, toiling, fotling, s if thelr bodies were brass
and iron. If we wish to get profit to the soul, we
need to let the body have rest. | state deliberately
and sclemnly, in the fear of God, during these last
fifty years of my life, since I kave allowed my=zelf a
quarter of an how's resf, or a litile more, now and
then, God has enabled me to labour far more abun-
dantly than before, and my soul has also been blest
far more abundantly.

“ My son, despise not the chastening of the Lard;
neither be weary of His correction” Let this sink
into our gouls—not to be weary of His correction
It does not require overmuiich grace not to despise the
chastening of the Lord; but it requires a good deal
of grace when the mental affliction, the chastening of
the Lord, coutimzes for a long time, not to be weary
of His correction. But the will of God is to submit
to His dealings with us, and His leadings of us, both
now and always; for “whem the Lord loveth e
correcteth”  This 1s a word for particular support
under affliction, to remember that it is @ love token
when we are afflicted. “ Whom the Lord loveth He
correcteth, even as a father the son in whom he de-
lighteth”  Notice this phrase, “In whom he
delighteth” Therefore it is entirely a mistake to sup-
pose that when affliction, trial, or sorrow is allowed to
befall us, that it is a token of dislike on the part of
God ; but it is all intended for blessing to our souls.
Because God loves us, He gives us this fove-token of
affliction.
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“Happy is the man lhat findeth wisdom, and the
man that getteth understanding.” Now, this is par-
ticwlarly a word to those who are not converted, for
" finding wisdom ® means to be brought to the fear of
the Lord, Wisdom is the fear of the Lord, to know
the Saviour, to sce that we are sinners, to own that
we are sinners, to confess that we are sinners; and
then to put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for
the salvation of our souls. That is the meaning of
findmg wisdom. Now, before going on any further,
I affectionately ask the little company here present,
“ Are we all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ?”
God’s delight is to make us all as happy as we are
capable of being while yet in the body. Now, have
we obtained this real, true happiness, every one. of us,
through faith in the Lord Jesus? That is my desire
and my prayer regarding all here present.

There is nothing to hinder us individually from ob-
taining the blessing. I was as far from God as anyone
possibly could be; but it pleased God to show mc
what a great sinner 1 was. 1 cwned it before God,
and He helped me o put my trust alone in Jesus for
salvation ; and thus I became a very happy young
man, and am continuing to hoid fast to Christ, to trust
in Him alone for salvation, and, by grare, to walk in
the fear of God. I have now been for more than ;1
years a very happy man.  And thus blessing is to be
nbiained by everyone, for Ged does not act by par-
sality, or despise this or another one; He takes de-
light and pleasure in bestowing this happiness on auy
and every one He has to do with.
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13ut there are some individuals who will not have it,
who are determined to go thelr awn way, who despise
the blessing which God is willing to give to them in
Christ Jesus, and thercfore they are without it, and
they will remain without it as long as they continue
in this state of mind. But let us not forget what is
said here. “ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom.”
That mesns, happy is the man who comes to Christ,
happy is the man who puts his trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ ; and here those whoe have not yet-doue 50 wiil
find it thes if they will close with Christ, if they will
but own that they are sinners needing a2 Saviour.
Then, having confessed this, having put their trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ, God will account them just
ang nghteous for Christ’s sake, God will forgive them
their sins for Christ’s sake, and this will bring peace
to the soul, rest to the soul, and make them happy
through faith in Christ Jesus. “Happy is the man
that findeth wisdom.” 1 say once more, wisdom
means Lhe fear of God,  “ Findeth the fear of God; "
and this is brought about throngh faith in Christ.
Thus we are regenerated, born again, get spiritual Life
and a new nature, by ‘which we hate sin and love holi-
ness. Though it be but little and little at the first,
yet we shall increase more and more in this.

“And the man that getteth understanding "—that
is, getteth understanding about heavenly things, about
his own smfuiness; about God and the Lord Jesus
Christ; and shout the vanity of this present world
and the blessedness of heavenly things. "For the
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merchandise of it 5 better than the merchandise of
silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold ; she is more
precicus than rubies, and ull the things thou canst
desire are not to be compared untc her” in this
figurative language is brought betore us the blessed-
ness of being believers in Christ, the blessedness of
having found wisdom, and of having obtained a new
nature, spivitual life, justification, and the forgiveness
of all our sins. “ The merchandise of it is better than
the wmerchandise of silver” — that is, whatever we
might gain i the possession of silver, # is all ws
nothing I comparison with getting Christ. * And the
gain thereof than fine gold” To have found Jesus
15 better, better by far, than an abundance of fine
gold. “ She is more precious than robies”  Wisdoin,
the fear of God obtained through faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, is more precious than rubies or peatls,
“and all the things thou canst desire are not to be
compared unto her” A very large property left 1o
us, as a legacy, is nothing In comparison with finding
Christ. A very lucrative situation is nathing in com-
parison with Christ. A very high post under Govern-
ment is nothing in comparison with Christ, Al the
blessings of this present life, «fl is nothing in com-
parison with finding Jesus. O let this sink deeply
into our hearts. “ She is more precious than rubies.”
In other words, “ Jesus i3 more precious than pearls,
than rubies; and all the things thou canst desire are
not to be compared unte Him.”

" Length of days is in her right hand, and in her



BY MR GEORGE MULLER. 150

left hand riches and honour” This is particularly
to be laoked at in a spiritual pomt of view. The
eternal life, etermal happiness, is our lot—-is that which
we obtain throngh faith in the Lord Jesus. “And in
her left hand riches and honour” That 1s, spiritual
riches and spicitual honours, because we become the
inheritors of God and of the Lord Jesus; honours
berause we shall share with the Lerd Jesus Christ the
glory which the Father gives Him as 2 recompense
for His mediatorial worle as our Saviour. We shall
have the honour with Him ; He will not have it merely
to Himself. His Bride, the Church of God, will share
it with ¥im, and therefore shah we partake of the
hanour which the Father gives to Him.

" Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace” | cannot tell you what a bappy
man I became when 1 found the Lord Jesus. I had
heen seeking year after year for happiness; but 1
met with nothing but disappointment and increased
gutlt on the conscience as long as I was not a believer
i Chrigt.  But when [ found Jesus, 1 berame = fraly
happy young man, and I have been a truly happy
man now for 71 years and six months. 1 have had
fulfilled in my own expericnces what is stated here
-—that the ways of wisdom are the ways of pleasant-
ness. Numberless persons thivk it 1s far from being
pleasant to become a Christian; they think if they
were to become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ
they would not have a happy day more, This is the
greatest folly, the greatest mistake, for our real true
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happiness commences only when we find the Lord
Jesus Christ; therefore we need not to be pitied as
believers in Christ, but others are to be counselled to
seek the same Lord whom we have found, in order
that they, too, may partake of the happiness which
we have obtained through faith in Flim.

Then, lastly, “All her paths are peace” Now, if
at any time we are without peace, we should ask our-
selves, " What is the reason? Am I really walking in
the ways of wisdom, for it is stated that il her paths
are peace? If I am without peace, it becomes me
solemnly, earnestly, and carefully, to look into the
matter, and see whether [ have not departed from
the ways of the Lord, whether I have not forsaken the
fear of the Lord; for if [ were going on in the paths
of wisdom I should be at peace” O how instructive
is all this!

Now, my beloved Christian friends, 1 have been
directed, after a good deal of prayer, to the words on
which we have been meditating, and 1 beseech and
entreat you all to ponder ugain and again and again
these verses, and to remember the remarks which I
have made 1n connection with them ; for weighty and
important matters are contained in these verses, and,
if atiended to, the result will be happiness in o way
in which as yet we have not known it. And, again,
sty drere oo amy presard Wil ae oot gt Felierers
int the Lord Jesus Christ, they should give themselves
no rest in asking God to show them that they are
sinners, and that they need the Saviour; and when
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they are brought to know this, then tn ask God to
enable them to put their trust in Jesus. And what
they will obtain will be the forgiveness of their sins
and peace to their souls, and hatred of sin and love
for holiness.  God grant this blessing 1o 2l of vs, for
Christ's gake.



“Te was wounded for our
transgressions.”

A Sermon preacked at Bethesda Chapel, Great George Stveet,
Bristol, on Aprel 254, 1897.

Tsaiah lidi,

Tius chapter was written by the Holy Ghost, through
the prophet lsaiah, 740 years before the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ; and all that we read here regard-
ing Him was fulfilled in His life, and in His atoning
work. Another most precious truth out of many thou-
sands that the Word of God is its own proof. It is
not at all nccessary to have external evidences that
the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God! They
themselves are proof of its truths!

The commencement of the chapter plainly indicates
that multitndes might hear and read what is revealed
by the Hely Ghost in this portion, and yet the mes-
sage of God be not received. “ Who hath believed
cur repert? ”  Comparatively a small number! “To
whom is the Arm of Jehovah revealed?” The Lord
Jesus Christ is called kere “the Arm of Jehovah”
LEven as our arm is the great instrument by which we
work in connection with the body, so the Lord Jesus
Christ was God's great Instrument in working ; and
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therefore He is called “ The Arm of Jehovah” " For
He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and
as a root out of a dry ground; He hath no form nor
comeliness, and when we shall see Him, there is no
beauty that we should desire Him."  This brings
before us, in figure, the outward meanness of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the inferiority of His position in the
world.

In the first place, it is stated, “ He shall grow up
before Him as a tender plant” A tender plant, a very
little plant; just something springing up out of a tree
cut down—yet a little life in the root, and a Ittle
shooting forth.  This refers to the Lord jesus in being
connected with the House of David, the Son of David.
The might and power and wealth and riches, seen in
the days of Salomon, were all done with ; His mother,
after the flesh, so poor that she was unable to bring
a lamb for an offering, but must be content with a
pair of turtle doves. Not meérely a tender plant, but
“a root out of a dry ground” Water Is wanted to
make it become larger and larger, for it is found only
n a dry ground. “He hath no form nor comeli-
ness”  All the representations of the Lord Jesus
Christ as an exceedingly heautful man, all are fancy
representations. Nothing of the kind, so far as His
cutward appearance was concerned. There was “no
forin nor comeliness ” found in Him. " When we shall
see Hun, there is no beauty that we should desire
Him,” for it was on purpose that there should be
ne atraction according to-the eye of the flesh.
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“He 1s despised and rejecied of men” This was
His standing m the world. Instead of being honoured
By everyone, sought after by everyone, It was the
very opposite. “ He was despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”
That was one reason why there was nothing attractive
in His appearance, because of the sorrow that
was continnally found in Him, on account of the
angodliness in all directions surrounding Him. This
filled His heart with grief; and therefore no cemeli-
tess was found in ITim,  “ And we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him,” becausc of there being nu attraction
at all to nature. His very appearance was always
indicating His contmunion with God ; His perfect holi-
ness ; His abhorring that which was hateful to God.
Therefore those who were not likeminded with Him
" hid their faces from Him.”

“He was despised, and we estcemed Him not;
surely He hath borte our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows, yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitien of God,
and aflicted” The great mass of the people regarded
Him as suffering on account of His own sius; on
account of that which was wrong in Him they con-
sidered Him ¥ stricken, smitten of God, ad afflicted.”
But the next two verses tell us the true reason.  “ But
He was wounded for our transgressians, lie was
bruised for our imquities; the chastisciuent of our
peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we arc
healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have
iurned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath
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laid on Him the iniquity of us all” On these two
verses I say nothing now, because we shall more
especially meditate on them presently,

“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yer He
opened not His mouth; He is brought as a lamb fo
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so He opened not His mouth” The meek-
ness, the gentleness, the patient suffering, the pussing
through heavy trials and afilictions without fretting
or complaining, far less murmuring, is here brought
before us. One of the figures used, " As a sheep,”
etc, is very remarkable. I bave seen again and
again, with My own eyes, When sheep are shorn, that
instead of resisting and making a noise, they very
patiently bear it.  And thus is the word fulfilled.
“ As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He {the
Lord Jesus Christ) opened net His mouth.”

“He was talken [rom prison and from judgment ;
and who shall declare His generation? IFor He was
cut off out of the land of the Living ; for the transgres-
sion of My people was He stricken” This relers to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Chrst—" He was
taken from prison and from judgiment” *“Who shall
declare His generation?” In consequence of what
the Lord Jesus Christ did, and what Fe suffered,
there should be given Him a multitude of believers :
this #s the generation that camot be cgunted. " He
was cut ofl out of the land of the living; "
was done not on account of His tramsgressions, but
*“ For the transgression of My people was He siricken.”

anel this
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In our room and stead He suffered, and as our
substitute

“ And He made His grave with the wicked.” That
is, as 1f He had been an ordinary man, and especially
as if He had been a wicked man, “ And with the
rich in His death” "That refers particularly to the
splendid grave He had, in being buried in the sepulchre
of Joseph of Arimathes, a grave which was cut ouf of
the rock, and therefore exceedingly costly. ™ Because
He had done no violence”  The word " becauss
here is rather more correctly in the ITebrew, “al-
though”  “ Although He had done no viulence,
neither was any deceit in His mouth” yet had
He to die, and to be buried, just as if He had been a
sinner like ourselves.

“Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him" This
bruising Him refers to the greatness of His agonies
and sufferings in His atoning death.  * He hath put
Him to grief; when Thou shalt make His soul an
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall pro-
long His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
prosper in His hand.” All this is now being fulfilled.
The soul of the Lord Jesus, or the life of the Lord
Jesus, has been made an offering for sin.  He does see
His seed. O the numberless millions who have been
brought to the knowledge of Jesus Christ since His
crucifixion, and O the thousands upon thousands, and
the tens of thousands upon tlens of thousands, who
are continually being brought to believe on Him
" He shall prolong His days” He is living now after
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His resurraction ; though 1860 years and upwards have
passed already, He is the Living One, and after thou-
sands vpon thousands of years shall have passed away,
znd millions upen millions of years have gone, He will
still be the Living One. And thus the fulfilment of
the Word, " He shall prolong His days.”

But this is not all, fer “ The pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in His hand” The atoning work has
been carried on these 1860 years, and wiil be carried
on il all is completed, till Satan has been entirely
confounded, and the works of the devil have been
completely destioyed.  Thus the atoning work has
been going on, and thus the fulfilment of the pro-
phecy, “ The pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in His
hand.” Satan has scught to resist it continually, but
has been as frequently feiled, and the work of the
Lord, in the midst of all the opposition of Satun, still
gaes on!

“He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall
be satisfied” There are not a few present this very
evening who are regencrated by the power of the Hely
Ghest, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus
the fulfilment, “ He shall see of the travail of Iis
soul, and shall be satisfied” And this very day we have
reason to believe that multitedes, considering the
whole number of human beings on earth to whom the
Gospel has been proclaimed, have been brought to
the knowledge of Jesus Christ; thereby further ful-
filling this word “By His knowledge shall My
Righteous Servant justify many.” ¥ My Righteous Ser-
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vant,” that is a title given to the Lord Jesus Christ.
By knowmg Him, many shall be justified; that 13
brought into a state, through faitl, that Jehovah can
count them just and righteous, though unjust and un-
righteous in themselves.  That is the meaning of
being justified. “ For He shall bear their iniquities.”
By remson of these individuals having z Substitute,
Who in their room fulfilled the law of God and Whe
in their room bore the punishment of the law, they
are justified.

“ Therefore will 1 divide Him a portion with the
great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong.”
Satan, the angels of Satan, the powers of darkness,
these are the strong ones here referred to; but the
Lord Jesus Christ gets the victory, takes the prey out
of their hands, and therefore gets the glory to Him-
self. “Because He hath poured out His soul unte
death, and He was numbered with the transgressors,
and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession
for the tramsgressors.”  This, agair, has had its fulfil-
ment, and is geoing on being fulfilled in our day, and
will be fulfilled while the Lord Jesus Christ tarries.

Verses 5 and 6 bring especially before us the
vicarions sufferings of our Lard Jesus Christ, that He,
as our Substitute, not merely fulfilled the law of God,
which we have broken times without number, but that
e, likewise standing in our room and stead, endured
the punishimient due to us, on account of our number-
less transgressions.  T'or this reason these two verses
are exceedingly precious, and are to be present in our
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hearts and our faith, in our life and deportment, and
are continually to be looked at and applied to our life
and conduct, in order that, in the midst of all our
failures and shortcomings, as long as we do not wil-
fully go on in a course contrary to the mind of God,
we muy have “peace and joy in the Lloly Ghost”

The very first word, how precious! “Sarely.”
*Surely,” it 1s said In the 4th verse, ” e hath borne
our griefs” “ Surely " He hath " carried our sorrows,
yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted” HBui! O what a “but” this is! “But He
was wounded for our transgressions” The whole in
regard to the sufferings of Christ is to be put aside,
and simply are we to look at it in reference to our-
selves, as if we were the people, and the only people,
for whom He endured all this. And it is just in the
degree in which we ure able to apply the atoning
work of the Lord Jesus Christ to ourselves, and to
enter into it with reference to themselves, that comfort,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost results, [ we think
at all upon other persons, we do not to the full degree,
as otherwise we might, obtain the blessing. We
should write, as it were, our own name on the fifth
verse, and say to oursclves, individually, as believers,
“He was wounded for my transgressions, He was
bruised for my iniquities; the chastisement of my
peace was upon Him "—that 1s, that | might have
peace in my soul and be at peace with God, therefore
He had to suffer—" and with His stripes  am healed.”

And thus applyimg the whole (o curselves, the
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resolt wiil be the heart will be brimful of peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost; while, on the other band, the
more we look at the sufferings of Christ, the atone-
ment He wiade, with relerence to others, the less will
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost result from it. " He
was wounded for our transgressions.” Fere we have
gspecially not to lose sight of the fact that it was not
merely bodily pain and suffering which our Lord Jesus
had to endure—though, unquestionably, thet was ex-
ceedingly great—but He passed through ' the hour of
darkness,” and His holy, righteous soul had to suffer.
And in connection with all this, we have never te lose
sight of the fact that the Father did not deliver at
that time, m order that, really and truly, He might
pass through all the woe, the misery, the agonies, and
pain, and suffering of body, mind, and spint through
which we ought to have passed, on account of cur
numberless transgressions, All this we have to care-
fully consider, in order to get the least idea of the
greatness of the sufferings through which our blessed
Lord had to pass,

Then it is further stated, * He was bruised for our
iniquities.” Ground, as it were, In the mill to powder
by ilis sufferings — something like this is brought
before us by the expression, " Bruised for our iniqui-
ties” O the vastness of the safferings, the greatness
of the agonies, through which our Lord had to pass!
And O how this should make us to abhor ourselves
on account of sin, for our sins brought all this on our
Lord. Speaking after the manner of men, had we
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been free of sin, had all human beings been perfectly
free from sin, the atonement would not have been
necessary!  But by the fall, sin being introduced into
the world and all human beings to a greater or less
degree being actually transgressers, and guilty of
sinful deeds, sinful, unholy words, sinful, unholy
thoughts, desires, purposes, and inclinations, there-
fore, in order that we might be reconciled to God,
that we might be cleansed from zll our numberless
transgressions, the Lord Jesus Christ had to endure
all this, so that we could be saved finally, “He was
bruised for our iniquities.” T ask, affectionately, my
beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, to ponder this
word, * bruised.”

“The chastisement of our peace was upon Him."
That is, He was chastised in order that we might have
peace in our souls, and in crder that we might be
reconciled unto God.  He had to endure all that which
we ourselves ought to have endured; but i we put
our trust in Him, if we loolt at the atonement of the
Lord Jesus Christ with regard to ourselves, then we
shall have peace in our souls, and be at peace with
God, because what the Lord Jesus Christ endured,
He endured vicariously, on account of sur numberless
transgressions. " And with His stripes we are healed.”
The moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. we
obtarn the Lord Jesus Christ as a Spiritual Physician,
and get under His care, and are placed in a kind of
spiritual hospital; and there we remain, under the
care of this infinitely great Physician, who watches
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over us, who looks after us, and who does not dis-
charge us as incurable ones, as many people are dis-
charged from the hospitals in the world, Not thas!
Not thus! But “The Great Physician” remains
through the whole life we spend on earth “ Cur Great
Physician,” aud we remain under His care and keep-
ing temporally and spiritually. In His own great,
precious spiritual hospital, we are kept ull we are
perfectly cured, perfectly healed. The moment we
believe in Jesus Christ, He hecomes our Physician.
The moment we helieve in the Lord Jesus Christ we
are placed under His care, for being perfectly healed.
And the samec moment we are entered in the hospital
of the Lord Jesus, and there kept and looked after,
and attended to by the Great Physician, and never
let go till we are perfectly healed.

“With His stripes we are healed” Through the
msirumentality of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are cured.  The atenement He made 13
God's great instrument of curing us, for there would
be no spiritual cure found regarding anyone all over
the world, were it not for the atonement of Christ,
But threngh pondering more and more what He did
and suffered in our room and stead, by little and iittle
we become more and mote free from sin, by little and
little we become more and more cured. He has ap-
prehended us for the purpose of curing us, and He
will not let ws go tll we are perfectly cured—that
raeans, till we are as spotless, as haly, as free from sin,
and as hcavenly-minded as He Himself is, and as He
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Himself was in His life here on earth. And we should
lay hold on this by laith. Tt is very difficult to enter
into it; nay, it is completely impossible to enter inio
it by rature; and even at the beginming of the divine
life it is very difficuit to do so.

[ found it myself thus when I was converted 71
vears and 6 months since, on account of the evil habits
I had contracted. It was exceedingly difficult to put
them aside, I had been passionately fond of the
theatre, and was there day after day. T had been
found at the hall-room, and at the card-table, and
again and again at a late hour at the htter. And
when | was converted, though I never touched a pack
of cards again, though it was all over with the theatre,
though I never went any more to the ball-room, yet
these evil habits, these evil natural tendencies, were
very difficult to surmount. 1 began to pray that God
would give me power and viclory over them ; but, after
[ had been praying a good while, it appeared as if [
never should lose my love for these things, as if con-
tinually they would come back to my mind and desire.
But by little and [ittle, alter ali, I got complete victory
over them!

I mention this for the encouragement of young
Christians, go that they may on no account despair and
suppose they will not be able to withstand these
things, and that they will not be able to live for the
glory and honour of God. The Lord Jesus is your
Physirian.  The Lord Jesus has taken you under His
eare. Yoy are in the spiritual hospital of * the Great
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Physician,” the Lord Jesus, and He iz ready to help
you. Lookat Him! Expect great things from Him!
“ Open your mouth wide, and He will fill it” That is
it. He will answer your prayers regarding the things
that you require. O the blessedness of the position in
which we stand as believers. Every one of us who is
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, who is
born again, who has obtained spiritual life, shall at
the last be perfectly haly! O the blessedness of this!
We shall be completely heavenly-minded, so that
throughout eternity never a cornmand will go forth on
the part of God that we shall do this, or another thing,
bt instantaneously the heart will say, "1 delight, my
Hecavenly Father, to do Thy will” And with the
greatest alacrity we shall carry cut the will of God;
there will be no tardiness, no hesitation, no question-
ing in ourselves, whether we shall da it or not.  Bug,
as guickly as the command goes forth, we shall be
ready to carry out His will

For all this we are apprehended by God in Christ
Jesus. We shall not be discharged out of the hospital
of the Great Physictan as incurable persons, but shall
be made perfectly Chrisilke in the end. This is
what is brought before us here when it is said, “ With
His stripes we are healed” The cure having been
begun, you, my brethren and sisters beloved, and I,
shall be 25 ol do the and 2 the Lard Jesws Chunr
was while on earth! We have not attained to it yet,
but the work is going on, and we shall attain to it
hereafter, when the Lord has taken us home to
Himself.
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“All we like sheep.” Nolice here in the first
place particularly that it is not only this one, and that
one, who went like a sheep astray, but afl, afl, arr—
without txception.  “ All we like shecp have gone
astray.”  And it must come, with every one of us who
desires to enter heaven, to this: that in our inmost
soul we are zble to reiterate this, and to say to God,
“ Thus it i5 that 1, a guilty sinner, went astray.” Every
one who supposes that he is good, or that she is goed,
and that they deserve the favour of God because they
have not been bad, but good, excellent people, are
the greatest error.

They think, on the ground of their own goodness,
to go to heaven at last. On the ground of our own
goodness, we can go to hell!  But there is not among
the innumerable multitude of the glorified spirits one
single individual who got there on the ground of his
ur ket own goodness; for, I repeat it, on the ground
of our own goodness we can onfy go to hell, and not
to heaven.  We have no goodness of our own. There

i nothing, nothing, worHws of gooduess in us by
nature, but everything which is contrary to the mind
of God! And the warst of it all is we do not even
see it 15 so bad—that it, m our natural condition.
But there ig the fact; the Word of God declares it
We have only to read the first three chapters ol the
Epustle of Pea) to the Romans, and ihe second chagpter
of the Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians, and there is
abundant proof how it is with us naturally.

But though thus with us, that like sheep we went
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astray and everyone turned Lo his own way, yet there
is hope, yet there is hope, in regard to the salvation
of our souls. For the greaiest transgressor, for the
oldest transgressor, if only he will accept what God
kas provided for us in the Person of the Lord Jesus
Churist, there is hope, and nohe need despair. “We
have turncd every one to his own way.” Notice this
particularly—" his own way.” That is the great sin
It is not that everyone is a drunkard, or that evervone
is a thief, or that everyone is habitually given to
speaking nothing but lies. That may not be at all
the case. There are persons who m their whole [ife
have never drunk mere than they ought to have done,
who have never been guilty of taking away from
anyone as much as the value of a pin that did not
belong to them; indeed, their whole life and deport-
ment, in a variety of ways, may be not at all outwardly
bad. But this is our sin: that by nature we go cur
cwn way, instead of going God’s way ; and we live to
please ourselves, instead of living to please God, and
doing His work as we should. Doing our own wark,
pleasing ourselves, going our own way—-this is the
great sin of which every cne of the human family by
nature is guilty. And we must come to see this! If
we do not, we shall bave no comfort whatever regard-
ing heaven being our place and portion.

. But while it is stated, and perfectly true is it re-
garding us, that like sheep we went astray, that
every one turned to his own way, it is added, " And
Jehovah hath laid on Him the miquity of us all” O
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how precious the comfort!  Had this not been added,
I should not have had a particle of comfort in my own
soul! I could have had no prospect with regard to
hcaven and glory at the last. But it is added, and
added for every one of us, the weakest and fecblest
believers, " jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of
us all” For my habitually going to the theaire to
amuse myself ; for my going to the ball-room ; for my
being found at the card-table, sometimes %o twelve
at night—yea, once to two o'clock in the morning—
for this my precious Lord Jesus was punished. That
I thus misspent my time, that [ thus misspent my
faculties and my money, everything with which God
had entrusted me as & steward ; that I lived to myself,
pleased myself; that in travelling | sought happiness,
instead of sceking happiness in the Lerd Jesus—for
all this my precious Lord Jesus was punished He
did willingly, worthily bear the punishment; and
new 1, putting my trust in Him, am a forgiven sinner;
and thus my brethren and sisters in Christ, doing the
lilke, are forgiven ones. O how precious!

Now our business is to [ay hold on this; to appro-
priate all this to ourselves; to write our very own
name to these two verses, and say to ourselves,
“Jehovah has laid on mv Lord Jesus Christ mv
iniquity, as MY substitute, and has made Him to pay
uY sins by death; and Tuey have been perfectly paid,
there s not Iound one single sin in wE Llnfor,«;;iven,
and wy Heavenly Father is most perfectly satisfied
with what wv adorable Lord Jesus Chnst has done
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for Mg, and has done for the countiess multitade believ-
ing n Him” This is the conclusion of the whole.
O how delightful it is to be able to appropriate all
this to ourselves. Let not my young brethren and
sisters say, O this was very well regarding Isaiah,
and such men as Daniel, and Jeremiah, and the Apos-
tles; but that does not apply to me” Yes, it does
apply to you, my weak brother and sister, my young
brother and sister ; i applies to every one of us trust-
mg in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation. The
sin that i5 in us has been perfectly punished, perfectly
atoned for; and net a single sin at the last will be
brought against us.

Therefore afresh we should give thanks to God for
His unspeakable gift, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, with
deep gratitude for what God has done for us in Him!



Paul’'s Thorn in the Flesh.

A Sermon preached on Sunday evening, Julv rrth, 187, af
Rethesda Chapel, Great George Streel, Brdsral,

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abun-
dance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the Besh,
the messenger of Satan lo buffet me, lest I should be exalted above
measure.

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart
from me.

And He said unto me, My grace s sufficieat for thee: for My
strength is made petfect in weakness. Most gladly therefors will 1
mther glory ia my icfixmities, that the power of Christ may rest npon
me.—z Cor, ¥, 7, &, ¢

Tue position in which the Apostle Paul stood was that
though, with his raight, he had sought to do everything
he could for the church at Corinth, throngh false
teachers, who had crept in unawares, he was calum-
niated, spoken against, looked down upon, rejected,
and the like; and he was under the painful necessity,
for the sake of the Gospel and for the glory of God, to
speak about hirosell in 2 manner which he had never
done before, to justify himsell before these adversaries
of the Gospel And this 15 fraquently the case, not
merely with preachers of the (3ospel and pastors of
churches, but with children of God generally, that they
are evil spoken of. “ For I suppose I was not a whit
behind the very chiefest apostles” '

After reading to the end of verse 27, chapter xi,
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Mr. Mtller went on to remark: Just thimk of it, that
his holy man, one of the holiest men that ever lved
on earth, had to suffer from hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness” being in the
position that he could not have a comfortable place,
being without in the cold, and with not sufficient warm
clothing. ™ Besides those things that are withont, that
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches. Who is weak, and 1 am not weak?

£ 1 must needs glory, I will glory in the things whlch
concern mine infirmities. The God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which 15 blessed for evermore,
knoweth that I lie not”

Commenting on the first six verses o the 12th
chapter, Mr, Miiller said: He Himself was the person,
but he does not say so; though it is obvious that he
was the person. “ Of such an one will I glory . yet of
myself T will nat glory, but in mine infirmities "—that
18, he could have menticned far more than this, but
he weald no longer speak about hensel, lest any
should form too high an opinion of him, which he did
not wish to be the case.

“Lest I should be exalted above measure, through
the abupdance of the revelations, there was given to
me 2 thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measurc.
For this thing 1 besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depast- from me; and He said unto me, My
grace 15 sufficient for thee, for My sirength is made
perfect in weakness” Most gladly therefore will 1
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rather glory in nly infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.  Therefore I tale pleasure in mfir-
mities, in reproaches, i neressitics, Ju persceolions. in
distresses, for Christ's sake, for when I am weak, then
am [ strong.” The confession of this holy man re-
garding his eniire dependence on God, and his own
weakness, yea nothingniess, is especially to be treastred
up i our own hearts, and we have to seek for grace
to imitate him, in coming to the conclusion to which
he came. “ Lest 1 should be exalted above measure,
through the abundance of the revelations” Notice
here, how this most holy man, the chief of all the
apostles, had such a view regarding himsell that he
considered he was in danger of being “ exalted above
measure, through the abundance of the revelations; ¥
through what God had done for him in taking him
to Paradise, in taking him, who was yet in the body,
10 be in a place which was only fit for those who were
no longer in the body. He tells us that he was in
danger of being “exalted above measure”

Now, if such a man of God as he was, “the chief of all
the apostles,” the one who, in honesty of heart, could
say about himself that he had “laboured more abun-
dantly " than any of the apostles—if he coeld confess
that he was in danger of being " exalted above nmea-
sure,” what shall we weak ones, and fesble ones, in
comparison with the Apostle Paul, say regarding cur-
selves?  Most assuredly, if with any measure of truth
and of uprightness of heart we bave to make a con-
fession regarding ourselves, we must say, " if Paal was
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in danger of being exalted above measure, a thousand
times more may we be in danger of being exalted
above measure. and of having too high an opinion
about. ourselves.”

Now, then, the remedy was provided, even for Paul,
regarding this. “Lest I should be exalted above
measure, through the abundance of the revelations,
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh "—that is,
a trial, and a very heavy trial, to counterbalance, that
he might not be * exalted above measure™ We are
not told what this thorn in the flesh was.  That it was
something very painful, very trying, we see by the
figure which is used. Many of us may know from our
own experience what it is to have a little splinter, or
tharn, go into our hands, or any part of our body;
how painful it is until the thorn, or the little splinter,
is extracted—how exceedingly painful it is. There-
fore, it was something extremely painful on purpose,
we have reason to believe, We are not told what it
was, for if we had been told such a thing, or such a
thing, or such a thing, then those who were not simi-
farly situated might say, " O this might be borne,” or,
“I could have borne it” So, in order that none of us
might say regarding ourselves, “O my trial is a
different one, and 2 far heavier one"
not mformed what this thorn in the flesh was.

But evidently, by the very figure which is used, 1t
was something extremely trying that he had to bear
day by day, week after week, month after month,
This thorn in the fiesh is called, “ The messenger of

e pUI'pOSCl‘Y are

.
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Satan,” because through the instrumentality of Satan
came the trial. Al trials that come upon us, in our
family, in our business, in ocur health, and in other
ways, come directly, or indirectly, through the instru-
mentality of the Wicked One Our Heavenly Father
tries to make us pass through this life pleasantly,
easily, happily, without having triuls and afilictions ;
but Satan hates us, exceedingly hates us, because he
knows that we are no longer belonging to his king-
dom—we who put our trust in the Lord Jesus Chrnist
for salvation. We no lenger belong o him.

That he will not have us at last for eternity, to
torment us, to make us wretched and miserable, he
knows ; and therefore, as he cannot have us then, he
seeks tp make us In this Lfe, while we are in the body,
as unhappy as he possibly can. e tries to afflict us,
0 torment us, 1o the very uttermost that he has per-
mission to do; for we have ever to keep before ns
that he can de nothing against us, unless he obtains
first permission from God. A most striking illustra-
tion of this we have in the case of Job. Satan had
been trying to get at him, but was unabie o do so;
ke had been trying to injure him, his family, his pro-
perty, but he could not do so, and he was constrained
to make a confession, “ Hast Thon not set a hedge
round about him?” That is, he had often and often
unquestionably tried to get at Job, but could not by
reason of the protection which God gave to Tis holy
servant.  And therefore he says, “Thou hast set a
hedge round shoat him,” which implies, " | have often
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tried to get at him, but 1 was unable to do so”  And
this hedge is never broken down, except by the per-
mission of God. A wall of fire is round about us, and
Satann dare not touch us, except God gives permis-
sion ; and this permission is never, never, NEVER given,
except God has determined to rule it all for the con-
founding of Satan, and for our rezl good and blessing
and comfort. So that we come under this precious
promise, “ All things work together for geod to them
that love God”

i Satan is permitted to break down the hedge, this
perniission is only given for the purpose of confound-
ing him, and of bringing more blessing to us out of it
than if the hedge were not broken, (O how precious
the position of the children of God!  And if every one
knew what it means to be a child of God, every one
most earnestly would seck fo become a cluld of (God.
But becanse it is not known, we are paturally blinded,
we have no proper Scriptural idea of what it implies
to be a child of God; therefore we care not about it,
we treat the matter with indifference. But all those
who are made to see their lost and ruined condition by
nature, all those who have turned to find out, in any
goedly measure, that they are sinners, and that they
deserve rothing but punishment, and who own this
before God in prayer, and then put their trost i the
Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of their souls,
become happy, bappy, happy beings. They are
blessed, and truly blessed, and no other persons are
really and truly blessed and really and truly happy
until they come io this!
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Therefore, should there be any here present who
have not found ocut yet that they are sinners, grent
sinners, deserving nothing but punishinent, let them
pray to God that He will be pleased, in the riches of
His grace, to show it to them, and when they have
come to see 1f, then humble themselves before God,
make confession of their sinfulness before TIim, and
ask His merciful forgiveness. When they are come
us far as this, they have further to put their trust alone
1 Jesus Christ for the salvation of their souls, Being
brought thus fay, they are regereratad; through this
lrust in the Lord Jesus Christ they become a new
creation, they become children of God, they obtain
spiritual fife, they are now born again, they belong
no longer to the world, and they stand as justified
ones before God, through the rightecusness of the
Lord Jesus, and they are forgiven ones by reason of
the atonement which the Lord Jesus Christ made in
their room and stead. For He not enly fulfilled the
law, He alsn bore its punishient, and on this account
we shall not be condemned, berause the Lord Jesns
Christ bore all the punishment which we guilty sinners
ought to have borne; and this belongs not merely to
one or the other, not merely to a few thousands of
human beings, but belongs to ‘every one whose eyes
have heen spiritually opened t ; see his lost condition,
and who really has trusted in Jesus for salvation
Now, being brought on the road to heaven, having
obtained spiritual life, as assuredly as we continue
putting our trust alone in Jesus Cheist, we shall at
last reach glory.
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“There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the
messenger of Satan, to buffet me” This figure 15
partticularly to be noticed. “ Beats me with his fists,”
that is the literal meaning’ of “ to bufiet me”  * Beats
me with his fists” This figure implies the greatness
of the trial, the greatness of the suffering, that he had
to endure from this “ messenger of Satan,” from this
evil angel, this evil spirit And this buffeting was,
“ Lest 1 should be exalted abuve measure "—that is,
God allows it in order that on no account the Apostle
Paul should bhe exalted; that he might be kept in
real, true humility of soul, that he might have a lowly
view about himself. Neow let us not forget this, that
if such an exceedingly holy man as was the Apostle
Paul was in danger of being “ exalted above measure
on account. of the abundance of the revelations ” which
he had had, how much more is this the case regarding
ourselves? Now, what did this man of God do under
these circumstances? “ For this thing I besought the
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.”

Because this “messenger of Satan” was so very
trying, the sufferings were so exceedingly preat, he,
with earnestness, besought God that it might be taken
from him. When it is stated here he " besought the
Lotd thrice,” he did not for five minutes ask God
three times, but we have reason to believe it means
in a solemn way, most earnestly, at three different
times he besought the Lord that it might depart from
him. This is what we have to do, to come to the
Tord under trial and affliction, and beseech Him to
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take it away. And if the prayer, once prayed before
God, is not enough, to bring it the second time, to
bring it the third time, t6 bring it the thirtieth time
to bring it the fiftieth time before the Lord, until we
plainly see that He has something better for us, and
therefore does not take it away. But untl we are
instructed about this, we may go on praying that God
graciously would take away the heavy trial, the heavy
affliction.

Naw, in the gth verse we see what the Lord Himself
says, * And He said unio me, ' My grace is sufficient
for thee, for My strength is made perfect m weak-
ness)”  Grace is sufficient for every trial and every
affliction, because, obtaiving grace, we get the Holy
Spirit as the Comlforter, as the Strengthener, of the
inner life, the divine life, the spiritual life we have
obtained ; and He leads us on spiritually and helps
us under all circumstances, under all trials, under all
afflictions, of whatever character they may be.  There-
fore the great point is this, “ Are we partakers of
grace? ”  Then, and only then, have we obtained
spiritual life. Only then are we regenerated, only
then are we warranted to look at ourselves as the
children of God, and as pardoned sinners through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ O how precious is
this, that as partakers of grace we are helped for time
and for eternity. When once brought to this, we are
na longer in nature’s darkness, we no longer belong to
the kingdom of Satan, but to the kingdom of God.
Wae then are the children of God, and as such the heirs

!
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of God, and joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ
We then for eternity have the Lord Jesus as our
Friend, as our Helper, as our Comforter, as our Guide,
as our Counsellor, and as the One Who will watch
over us and never leave us or hide Himseli away from
us, in order that ITe may shield and protect us against
the powers of darkness. O the blessedness of such a
position!

Now 1 ask, before going any further, * Are you par-
takers of this grace? ” T have been through the won-
drous mercy of Ged, in this state to which 1 have
referred, for 75 years and 8 months. And as God bhas
bestowed this wondrous blessing on me, He is willing
to bestow it on anyone who is yet without peace. We
st obtain this blessing if we desire to go {o heaven
at last! There is no such thing as obtaining this
blessing when once we have passed out of time into
eternity.  In the warld to come there is no secking
after Christ; in the world to come there is no such
thing as beiny regenerated; in the world to come
there is no such thing as obtaining forgiveness for our
sins, if we do not obtain forgiveness before passing out
of time into eternity! Now, then, ask yourselves, 1
beseech and entreat all of you who are not certain on
Scriptural grounds that you have obtained the blessing
—ask yourselves, " Ilow is it with e, and shall 1
still go on without this blessing, and ireat it yet with
indifference as 1 have done for a long time?” O, oo
no account delay 1o cure about your souis,  The
present moment is ours, and the prescot mwoment alone
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is ours. How 1t may be after a single hour, who will
tell us? Qften, often it has happened that persous
who were at a relimous meeting were one hour after-
waridls no longer in the land of the living. Now, I do
not say Lhat this will be the case with any here present
to-night; but because of the possibility, therefore let
us, on no account, delay to care about our souls.

“My grace is sufficient for thee”  Paul had ob-
tained grace; that meant in every position in life that
he could need it, though he had “the thorn in the
flesh,” grace wuas given to him te counteract. Though
he had “the messenger of Satan” sent to hum, yet
grace could counteract this. Though he was " beaten
with fists,” greatly afflicted, greatly ried, yet grace was
sufficient to meetall, “ My grace is sufficient for thee,
for My strength 1s made perfect in weakness” That
means “ My power is just seen more abundantly on
account of thy weakness; thou art a weak one in
thysell, thou hast no strength in thyself, bat the power
is Mine, and My power shall be made manifest in thy
weikness” Now, what decision did Paul come to,
when this was told him? " Most gladly therefore will
L rather glary in mine infirmities, that the power of
Christ wiay rest upon me.” I will no longer be tried,
though I have this 'thorn in the Aesh;’ 1 will no
longer be tried by ' this messenger of Satan to huffet
we; ' L will rejoice rather than be tricd, by reason of
what { have, through the grace of God, to strengthen
g

* Most gludly herefore will | orather glory 1w mine
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infirmities, that the power of Christ may dwell in me,”
for this is the meaning of to “rest upon me” Dwell
in me, that I may be a partaker of the power of Chrisy,
through the grace bestowed on me. We weak ones,
and feeble ones, may therefore say to ourselves, * [n
myself L am extremely weak, in myself I am nothing,
t van do nothing, 1 have ne power of my own; but
the power of Christ dwells in me, through the Hoely
Ghost being given to me” O how precicus! And
the Holy Spinit we have individually, as assuredly as
we have owned bofore God that we are smners, and
trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of
our souls. That brings this wondrous hiessing to us,
and the power of Christ dwells in us, in the gift of the
Holy Spirit

“Therefore 1 take pleasure in imfrmities, in re-
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distreyges
for Christ's sake, for when I am weak, then am ]
strong.”  See what effect this had had upon the
Apostle Paul, when once he knew that the very way
of obtaining great blessing, exceeding great blessing,
was just the position in which he was, because he was
a partaker of the grace of God, and that therefore he
should never be left nor forsaken! He could then come
to the conclusion, " I take pleasute in infirmities.” “Take
pleasure n infinnities "-—that is, when weak in body
he took pleasure in his weakness, because the power
of Christ dwelt in him. "1 take pleasure in re-
proaches” He was called “a fool” “a madman,” “a
good-for-nothing fellow,” “not fit to live; " these re-
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proaches were heaped upon him, but the Apostle Paul
now says, “I take pleasure in these reproaches; yea,
thongh men reproach me, to make me wretched and
miserable, they anly make me happy by the reproaches
which they heap upon me, because | know what
blessing all this m the end will bring” Then, he
further says, 1 take pleasure in necessities” When
{ am hungry, when T have not sufficient food, when [
have no proper clothing to warm and to shield me
against the inclemencies of the weather, or, when in
other respects, 1 am in necessities, | take pleasure in
them, because T now see that this is the very oppor-
tunity given to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who by the
pewer of His Spirit dwells in me, and this power dwells
in me to help me, to comfort me, and to hring a
blessing to my soul

In persecutions he could now take pleasure. No
tanger complaining of befog dissatisfied because he
was persecuted, but taking pleagure in it, because it
gave to the Loxd Jesus Christ an opportunity of mani-
festing His power. Then he says, “ [ take pleasure in
distresses, for Christ’s sake” Not in distresses on
account of having acted improperly, imprudently, but
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. If he were in
distress he would take pleasure in it for it would
bring blessing to his soul. And the whole is wound
up with this, “For when I am weak, then am I’
strong ; " because of the power of the Lord Jesus
Christ dwelling in him.  Now, our comfort 15 nar-
ticularly this, that these glorious statements referrcd
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not merely to such an one as the Apostle Paul was,
but they refer to the weakest, {ceblest, jeast mstructed
child of God; yea, they belong to the new-horn babe
in Christ who but this morning was brought to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. O how precious is all
this; and when we appropriate these things te our-
selves, we are no longer cast down, we become
peaceful and happy, very peaceful and wvery happy.
We glory in the greatest trials and difficultics, because
we see they are all appointed for our good and bles-
sing and profit, and they all give to the Lord Jesus
Christ the opportunity of manifesting His power in
reference to ourselves. They give Him also an oppor-
tunity of manilesting His matchless care and love,
which He has for the weakest and feeblest of His
children,

Now our business is to enter into all this, and if, as
yet we are unable to do so, to ask the Lord to
strengthen us, by His Heoly Spirit, that we may com-
prehend all that which is contained in these [ew verses
on which we have now meditated ; and, in doing so,
lasting, lasting and abiding blessing will come to our
s0uls,



Glorping in the Cross of dhrist.

A Seviman preacked at Bethesda Chapel, Great tzeorze Strvel,
Rristol, on Sunday evening, March rgth, 1897,

But Crod forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, hy Whom the world is crucified unto me, and I umo
the world.—~Gal, vi., 14

THIS verse was writlen by the Apostle Paul in
contradistinction to the false teachers, who gloried,
made their boast, and rejoiced in outward observances,
ontward forms and cerermomes, and o all the Mosaic
appoiniments which were intended only for a time,
until there came the Saviour of sinners, our Lord
Jesus.  Now in contradisunction to these Jalse
teachers the Apostle writes, * But God forbid ; * that
means, “ Far be it."  That is always thc meaning
when we find this phrase, either in the Old or the New
Testament. " But far be it’ that I should glory "—
that 1, the Apostle Paul, should glory, make my boast,
rejoice in this, as those false teachers did—" “far be it’
that | should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ” In the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ he
would glory, make his boast, rejoice!

Wow the first thing that we have to ask is, * What
is meant by the rross of Christ?”  Not the cere-
monies of the Papists, in crossing themselves, that is

93 G
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not the meaning of it; nor to wear, as an ornament, a
¢ross; nor to carry about a large construction repre-
senting the cross on which the T.ord Jesus Christ
hung and was put to rleath; nor does it mean that
cross on which He expired, was hanged, and His
hands and feet pierced with large nails-~for if it were
possible that we could have that very identical crass.
it would not be worth a farthing ; 4 could do no good
whatever,  Relics were sold in Popish times, and
alleged relics of this very identical cross on which the
Lord Jesus Christ hung have been sold for verv large
sums of money. But all of no use. [ the whoie of
the identical cross on which the Lord Jesus Christ
was put to death could be obtained, it would profit
nothing as to the salvation of the soul ; it would profit
nothing even as to one particle of spirilual benefit to
he derived from it; it would be worth not one single
farthing so far as the actual value was roncerned in
reference to spiritual benefit.

Now, then, what have we to understand by the
crass of Christ? Ewen this. The blessing obtained
through the instrumentality of what our precious Lord
Jesus Christ accomplished while He was hanging on
the cross, shedding His blood for the salvation of our
souls! This is what we have to understand by the
cross of Christ! Now nothing in which these false
teachers glory, in which they make their heast is of
the least particle of spiritual profit and avail; but that
which our Laord Jesus Christ accomplished while He
hung on the cross, shedding His blaod for the remis-



BY MR GEORGE MULLER. 195

sion of our sins, making an atonement for us, deliver-
ing us [rom the curse of the law, this is of the deepest
value! O how precicus! Now this we have particu-
laxly to keep before us!  When the Lord jesus Christ
hung on the cross, it was that He might make an
atpnement for our sing! it was that He might bear
the punishment due to all who put their trust in Him!
It wus that He might deliver us from the curse of the
law, because He became thus a owrse {or us, for it s
written in the Books of Moses that “ He who hangs
on a tree, 1e, Is put to death as a malefactor by being
hung o1 a tree, " is accursed of God ;" and it was by the
Lord Jesus Christ thus worthily allowing Himself to
be put to death by wicked men ou the tree, and on
the cross, that He delivered us from the curse of the
law.

Every sinner in his natural stale is a transgressor
before God! Everyone, so long as he or she is nol
a believer in the Lord Jesus Chris, is under the curse
of God, by day and by night, whether at home, or
travelling, whether on the land or on the sea, whether
eztmng or lasting, whether at work or at rest—all the
time that he is not a believer in the Lord: Jesus Christ
he is under the curse of God! Every morsel he puts
into his motth, he puis there as one whe s accursed
of God; every drop of water he takes, he takes ay
one who is under the curse of God.  And wherever
he is, in whatever state of body, in whatever occupa-

* tivn he is engaged, he is under the curse, so fong as le
is nol a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ!
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O remember this!  And in this state we must re-
main until we are believers in the Lord Jesus, for we
lave no righteousness of cur own by which we can
rommend purselves to God! There'is no righteousness
of our own that will deliver us from this curse uncer
which we are by nature! A fearful condition in which
every unconverted person is, and it is sumply becanse
they do not see it that they have a particle of quiet-
ness of mind ; that they are not raving mad is simply
because they are ignorant of the condition m which
they are! O the solemnity of the thought! Can it
be too much weighed, too much considered, Lo much
pendered, in order to get rid of it?

Then, again, through the cross of the Lord Jesus
we are not simply delivered from the curse; through
what the Lord fesus Christ worthily teok on Himself
to deliver us from, the state in which we are by nature,
we are not merely delivered, but from the state of
thraldom and slavery of siu in which all of us are as
unconverted.  Spiritual freedom we oniy receive, and
can only receive, by putting our trust m the Lord
Jesus, by apprehending the power of the Blood of
Chaist, shed by Him when Tle made an atonement for
vur sng, hanging on the accursed treel O the
solemnity of this{ We try to make oursalves better
i1 our natural condition, we try to put aside this thing
and ancther thing, which we see to be contrary to the
mind of Gud,  We may have i our oatural condition
light enough to see that we cannot remain in the con-
dition i which we are; and try then, on this account,
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to make ourselves botter, but we are unable to deliver
ourselves from the slavery and bondege of sin tll we
are brought to believe in Christ.

0, I remember sometimes as a young man, being
from my earliest days educated to become a clergy-
man, and yet careless, reckless, unconcerned about
the things of God, never reading the Seriptures, going
on in all the folly and frivolity of this present evil
world, caring only about eating and drinking, new
clothes, and going about to the theatre, the ball-room,
ty the card-table, and the billiard-room. All these
things I gnly cared about, not about God and His
precions Word, Under these circumstances, never-
theless, twice a year, the Lord’s Supper was taken, as
a formal thing, a customary thing ; and twice at such
times 1T swore with the bread of the ordinance in my
mouth that 1 would become o different man, for T
had light encugh to see that it would not da to go on
in this carcless way, habitually frequenting the theatre,
and the ball-roor, and the card-table, and the billiard-
room—it wonld not do to become a clergyman under
sach creumstances.  Therefore, 1 swore solemnly
twice on these occasions I would become different
The next day was just as before,

How came this? Not because there was nol a
measure of sincerity. T saw the folly in a certam
_ sense of going on m this way, bat | was dead in tres-
passes and in sins. [ had ne spiritnal life in myself.
1 was not regenerated.  Therefore, | was a ready
victim to the devil; he could lead 1me about, and
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induce me just as he pleased, and bid me do this, that,
or another thing, and I was ready enough te do it by
reason of the natural, carnal mind. But the moment
I apprehended the power of the Biood of Christ, |
became completely different.  One evening, at a
little prayer meeting, I saw, all at once, by the grace of
God, that T was a sinner, and that Christ was a Saviour
for sinners, and having entered the house where the
little meeting was held as one who was as far from
God as he possibly could be, 1 left a happy Christian.

That night 1 found myself lying on my bed peace-
fully, a forgiven sinner, and without a single human
being having conversed with me on the subject. 1
said at once to my Heavenly Father, * My Heavenly
¥ather, 1 no longer go to the theatre, | no longer go
to the ball-reom, 1 no longer shall be found at the
card-table, and in the billiard-room; I know some-
thing far better than these; Thou hast made me to be
a happy child of Thine; I seek now to live to Thee,
to glorify Thee” TAds without having conversed with
a single individual under heaven. I was af onee in-
siructed by the Holy Ghost te say this to my Heavenly
Father. I became now a spiritually free man. Before,
I was a slave fo sin for 20 years and five weeks.
Now, being a believer in Christ, repenerated, boin
again, & child of God, all was at an cod, and ever
since that time, on the Ist of November, 1825, naw
71 years ago, my whole [ife has been a different one.

Now, you see the ocath that [ had sworn te God
came to nothing, simply because i was not born ugaﬁn 5
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I was nat a believer in Christ. I had depended in my
own strength to make myself different, and all came
to nothing ; but when T came to Christ, was made a
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I became a spiri-
tually free man, and [ obtained thus, through faith in
Christ, power over sin, because I had now spiritual
life, and I was constrained by love and gratitude to
the precious Lord Jesus Christ to live a completely
different life from what before had been the case
Now, then, this brings before us that we should glory
in the cross of Christ, that we should make our boast
in the cross of Christ, that we should rejoice in what
the Lord Jesus Christ did for sinners while He hung
on the cross, because He made an atonement for their
sins, and thus obtained for them that they should
become spirituzlly free men. Through faith in Him
they are regenerated, obtain spiritual life, and thus
beceme free from sin.

Now let us particularly seek to enter into this, Lthat
we should glory in the cross of Christ, make our boast
init, We have no goodness of our own, no merit of
our own, ne righteousness of our own; our good acts
and deeds are compared to filthy rags in the Scrip-
tures—there is sin connected with thern all; there-
fore in our own goodness, inerit, worthiness, and righ-
tecusuess we cannot mnake our boast  But in what the
Lord Jesus Christ has done for poor sinners, and is
doing lor poor sinners, we can glory and make our
boast, because it becomes ours through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ!
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Firstly, all the glory belongs to God, not the least
particle of glary belongs to us; what we are, and what
we have, we have all in and through our Tord Jesus
Christ; we have nothing in ourselves.  The TLord
Jesus Christ, through what He has accomplished, has
given us spiritual 1fe! We, who were dead in tres-
passes aud in sing, have obtained through faith in Him
spiritual 1ife.  And let me affectionately tell all those
who are not yet believers in the Lord Jesus Chmst,
who are dead in trespasses and sins, “ You have nu
spiritual life in yourselves, you cau have no spiritual
life in yourselves, till you are believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ ; and therefore, being dead in {respasses
and sins, you cannot make yourselves better, because
you are dead, and just as a dead man cannot make
himself better, so you cannot make yourseives better
as long as you are not believers in Christ” There-
fore ask God to show you that you are sinners, that
you may own it before God in prayer; and then when
you have owned it before God, aslk Hin io help you
to put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for salva-
tion, for so you will obiam spivitual life, being born
again,

Throagh this faith i the Lord Jesus Christ we
obtain forgiveness of our sins—every one ol our
numberless transgressions is forgiven, immuediately for-
given, when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We
cannot work in any way so as to obtain this forgive-
ness by our own domngs, by owr own wark, Tt i
through Jesus having made an atonement for our sins
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that we obtain forgiveness ; it is through Jesus huving
in our room and stead fulfilled the law of God, the
commandments of God, that we, putting out trust m
Him, are reckoned righteous. For naturally we are
unrighteous, we are sinners, and great sinners in the
sight of God. But thc believer in Christ is pardoned,
and every one of his numberless transgressions for-
given; not a single sin remains to be punished, but
every one forgiven! Now, is not this unspeakably
blessed? O seck to enter imto it! It is this which
makes me such a happy man!

I know that though I have been guilty of thousands
and tens of thousands of sins, in action, in word, In
thought, in feeling, in desire, in purpose, in inclina-
tion, yet every one of these thousands and tens of
thousands of sins is forgiven, and not one single sin
stands against me.  So I am able to look my Heavenly
Father in the face without dread and without fear;
f would follow Him up lo the end of my earthly pil-
grimage, cither by death or the return of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and I look at all this without a particle
of dread or fear, because, as a believer in Christ, ali

" my numherless transgressions are forgiven. [ am re-
generated through faith in Christ, and thus have 1
become a child of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ
my Elder Brother. I an an heir of God and a joint-
heir with Christ! O how precious are all these
things.

And hereafter, as regards the world to me, ny pros-
pect is | shall have a glorified body and I shall be
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perfectly like what the Lord Jesus Chnst was while
here on earth! O how precious these prospects are!
In bedy like the Lord Jesus after His resurrection, m
spirit, in sow), like Him, when | see Him as He 15
Perfectly holy! O how precious this; and thus it
will go on throughout eternity, one thousand years
after the other. Unspeakably happy in the presence
of God! One thousand years after the other, par-
taking of the ”rivers of pleasure at the right hand of
God!” Not a few draughts of pleasure! Notice the
figure. The “ rivers of pleasure.” The rivers of plea-
sure, in order to bring before the poor sinner who
trusts in Christ what awaits him! How unspeakably
blessed the prospect of eternity is!

O if we entered into it, every one would at once
come to the Lord Jesus; but because these things arc
considered sinply as religious frenzies and not as
realities, theoy are treated with indifference and care-
lessness, and put off for a while; and persons say to
themselves, " Herealter [ may think a little more about
it, but al present I will enjoy the world” And thus,
day after day, and weck alter week, these biessed,
glorious realities are put aside, unuil suddenly cne day
the end comes and the sinnter is found m an unpre-
pared state! O if this were only entered inta! One
thousand years after the other, cne million years after
the other, one hundred mullions of years after the
other, and all these enjoyments in the presence of the
Lord, the partaking of the "rivers of pleasure,’ of
never-ending delights! O i this were taken seriously,
persons wouald indeed care about their souls]
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Now the last sentence of our passage. “ Far be it
from me that I should glory save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ” We see the results of this in what
follows, “ By whom the world is crucified unto me and
I unto the world” By entering into what the Lord
Jesus Chuist has done for us, the result is this First,
the heart is filled with love and gratitude te God for
the gift of Jesus, and to the precious Jesus for giving
Himself in our room and stead. Next, we are re-
generated, became children of God, obtain spiritual
life, heavenly life, become one with Christ, and are
thus filled with love and gratitude to the precious
Jesus for what He accomplished in our reom and
stead. And the result of this is, in this life, that we in
spirit are separated from the world, we can no longer
go on in their ways, in their habits, in their maxims,
just as I stated was the result in my own case. The
very first evening [ was brouglit to Chrlist, the theatre
was given up, the kall room was given up, the card-
table was given up, the billiard-table put aside, and ail
the worldly hakits in which I had been going on year
after year; and my heart longed to live a completely
different life.  Thus, in spirit, separated from the
world, completely separated ; and what was the result
of this? The world separated also from me.

I remember so well my fellow-students. I was at the
University at the time, where there were 1,200 young
men, and they knew what a thorough comrade 1 had
been in all their ways, their habits and maxims, and
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they lanphed at me, they pointed their fingers at me,
* There goes the fooll” “ There goes the madman!”
“There goes the enthusiast!”  This is what they
saidd. [, in heart and spirit, separated from the warld ;
and they, because of my godly ways, separated them-
selves from me.  Thus it is everywhere with true chil-
dren of God.  They can no lenger go on as they used
o go on, and the world will no longer reckon them as
being one with themselves. They separate from the
world, and the world separates [rom them. They no
lenger caring about the things of the world, the world
no longer cares about them, any more than they would
care about a crucified malefactor hanging on the cross.
This is the result on both sides where it is really
Christ in the hearf. Separation from the world comes
where 1t 15 really Christ in the heart, in the life, and
deporiment.  The world does not care about such;
the world turus its back upon them. He is a fool, an
enthusiast, a madman, a fanatic, and the world will
have nothing to do with him.

Now, one word more.  How is it with us who are
professed disciples of the Lord Jesus? Have we
teally come out from among the world? Are we
really walking in separation from the world? Is the
world crucified to us—that is, no more valued by us
than a malefactor hanging on the cross?  And on the
other hand, is our life and deportment of that character
that the world has turned its back on us just as we
have turned our backs on the world? Does the warld
care o more about us than it would rare about a male-
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factor hanging on the cross? That is the meaning,
Y The world is crucified unto us and we are crucified
uito the world.”

Now let us seek to know more and more in secret
meditation how unspeakably precious it is to be a
believer in Christ.  Let us seek to be found more and
more in secret, meditating on what the Lord Jesus
Christ has done in our room and stead, in order that
our hearts increasingly may be filled with gratitude
and love to the Precious One; and particularly les
O inmast soul be assured that we cannot save our-
selves, that no goodness of ours can bring us to
heaven. Our own goodness can ouly bring us to hefl,
a0t to heaven, For we have to own that all cur good-
ness is, in the sight of God, as flthy rags—that is,
our own righteousness. But if we are putting our
trust in Christ, we are delivered from the curse. We
are born again, we are spiritually free men, we have
power with God, and power over sin through faith in
Christ. God grant as this blessing.



“@pen thy mouth wide, an 3 will
fill it,”

A Sermon preached at the Gospel Hall, 2, Nicholas Koud,
Bristol, om Sumday vierwing, Jonuary 1otf, 1807,

T am the Lord thy Cad, which brought thee out of the lard of
Egypt: open thy month wite, and I will Gl it.-——Psals 1xxxi., ‘0.

Trrs is a fgure we all understand, " Open
thy mouth wide, and I will A 1t;" that iz
“Ask great blessings from Me, very great blessings, and
1 am ready to bestow them”™ O what a precious,
glorious promise at the opening of the New Year, for
poor weak ones, as we are.  “ Open thy mouth wide,
and [ will fill it.” The great point Is to apply this to
our various particular pesitions, and to the circung-
stances in whick we are placed,

We often find that the hindrance to the answer of
prayer lies in ourselves, because our hearts are not yet
prepared for a blessing. Now, in connection with this
verge, “ Open thy mouth wide, and T will All.it,” [ will
refer, for the comfort and encouragement of beloved
Christian friends, to my own experiefice in connection
with the Crphan work, in order that you ail increas-

ingly may be comforted and encouraged to cxpect
208
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great things at the hands of God It is now 68 years
ago that wy heart was greatly tied, when again und
again 1 sew dear children losing both parents, and
there was no one to take a real deep interest in their
well-being,

1 felt deeply for such bereaved children, and I sud
again and again to myself, “C I wish | had a littte
Qrphan institution, into which I could take these chil-
dren,”  But the desire remained for years only a
desire, though | had much prayer in connection with
it In the November of the year 1835, a pardcular
circumstance occurred, through the instrumentality of
which I was made to know how to be able to do some-
thing for destitute orphans, and I began to pray more
earnestly than ever | had done before that God would
be pleased to guide and direct me whether | shouid
make a beginning of a little Orphan institution. Thus
1 prayed month after month, and at last | came to the
decision that I would do something in tis way ; and
though it might have never so small a beginning, ]
would make a beginning.

Alter having come to this decision, [ passed oune
evening—uoaniely, on the jth of November, 1835 -
reading the Scriptures, and, as my habit has been since
July, 1820, going consecutively through them. That is,
not picking out here and {here » hittle porton amd
reading 1, or u few verses here and there, or half a
chapter here and there, but going on straight forward,
through the whole of the Oid Testament, and then
through the New Testament  Then, haviug fuushed
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the whole of the Holy Bible, beginning ag;iin from the
commencement, and so going on.  Thig has been my
habit now ever since July, 1829, and 1 have read four
times every year through the whole Bible, with prayer
and meditation, and especiaily with meditation In
reference to myself.  Dow does this comfort you?
How does it instruct you? How does it warmn you?
Flow does it reprove and rebuke you? Thas do 1
read the Holy Scriptures in regard to myself.

Now, just reading through the whole Bible, I cawe,
at that time, to this 81st Psalm and to this 10th verse,
“1am Jehovah thy God, Who brought thee out of the
land of Egypt : open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.”
When 1 read this verse, [ shut the Bible, went to the
door ¢f my room and locked it, and then I cast mysell
on the floor and began to pray. I said to my Heavenly
IFather, ¥ I have ouly asked Thee, Heavenly Father,
that Thon sheuldest show me whether T shall begin
the Orphan work or not Thou hast been pleased to
make that plan 10 me, and now I will open my mouth
wide,”  Be pleased to ‘il it”  Give me, my Heavenly
Father, a suitable house to begin the work ; give me
sultable helpers to take care of the children; and give
me a thousand pounds sterling to wake 2 beginning.

A thousand pounds was a Very great sum at that
time At the present day % 1% a very small sum for
ey for ofien and often 1 bave in one day to pay away
—4 thousand pounds? No, not merely a thousand,
but £2,000, £3,000, i one day ; yea, again and again
£405%00, 45,000, and £0,000 In one day. But at that
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tinie a thousand pounds was a great sum to me. Never-
theless, | expecied to get it, though [ did not know
how. 1 expected to get it from my Heavenly Father,
on the ground of this promise. The next day I re-
ceived a shilling from @ German missionary staying :n
my house. I had for six months, staying with me, aix
missioparies, brethren and sisters, and one of these
brethren gave me a shilling. Another German mis-
siciary staying in my house, out of the six, gave me
another shilling.  This was the first money 1 received
it connection. with the thousand pounds.

Everyone of you say, “ A very little beginning ;
hat it was a beginning, 1 received also on the same
day w second gift, a very large wardrobe for the house
[ was going to open for destitute orphans. Then 1
went on praying, and by little and little 1 received
more; and very soon there was one especially re-
markable answer to prayer. There was in fellowship
with us a sister, a seamstress, She earned by her
needle half-a-crown, or three shillings, or three-and-
six; but the very utmost that now and then she earned
wa s five shillings—never more than this.  And this
weakly, afflicted sister, this seamstress, sent me £100
for the Orphan work. T wowu not accept it. 1 knew
uot how this came about, that this poor, weakiy
sister, who vamed so very \ittle, should have sent me
4100,

| therefore sent for her, and had an interview with
her. 1iound that her grandluther had died, and by a
legacy, o which he had left to lis children and grand-
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children, this money had come to her. The fum of
£480 had been left to her, and out of this she would
give £100 for the Orphan work. When [ saw her, |
said, “ I cannot accept your 4100, for 1 am afraid you
have done zll this in haste, and you may regret it
afterwards, and that would be a sad affair. I cannot
take this money.” She said, "I have not done it n
haste; [ have well considered it; I have prayed much
over it. [ must entreat you o tzke the money. My
brothers and sisters each gave to my mother £50, out
of the money that they had inherited ; but, as T am a
believer i the Lord Jesus Christ, I gave my mother
4100, Then my brothers and sisters would pay the
debts of my father when he died, though they were
not beund to do it; but they hgreed with the credi-
tors, the public-house keepers to whom he owed the
money, for he was fond of drinking, that they would
give five shillings in the pound

“Now, though my father did not as he cught to
have done, in incurrng these debis at public-houses,
yet he was wy father, and [ am a chiid of God, and 1
ought to honour my father, though he did not walk as
he should have done, and | agreed with these public-
house keepers that | would repay the whole of their
debt. S0 1 went and paid the fifteen shillings in the
pound which wmy brothers and sisters had not paid,
And you wust take the A100. 1 feel so deeply
interested in your purposing to open a little Orphan
nstitution, that | would rather give the whole of the
woney than that it should not coine w pass; and to
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show to you that I do it after much consideration, here
is not merely the hundred pounds, but five pounds
more, which T request you to give to the poor as a
proof that [ do this heartily, and have well considered
it”

Under these circamstances, [ saw how this godiy
sister had well weighed the matter, and 1 took the
hundred pounds just as God's plan of giving. And
thus by little and little, and with large help from some,
came in the money, and 1 was able to open a large
house in Wilsen Street, in St Paul's parish, with the
extremely nseful help of two sisters who gave them-
selves to the work, one as a teacher and the other as
w seamstress. Thus I was able to fit up and furnish a
house, and had a small sum in hand to make a be-
gioning. The house was now ready, and a day was
fixed when T would receive the applications for the
reception of orphans. 1 went to the vestry. I had
appointed two hours to sce the relatives of destitute
orphans. I sat there half-an-hour. Nobody came. 1
sat a whole hour. Nobody came. [ sat an hour and
a half. 1sat two hours. Nobedy came to make appli-
cation for orphans, and 1 had to go away without one
sigle application,

On my way home, I said to myself, “ 1 have prayed
about everything, but I have never asked God to send
me orphans”” For I took it for granted that there
were tens, and hundreds, and thousands of orphans in
England, and that the orphans would be coming in
hundreds, Pt the Word of God says, * In overything
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by prayer and supplication, let your requestsﬁjc made
kuown to God” [ had prayed for the right house,
for the right helpers, for the money ; and, when T had
finished the house, I prayed about the furniture, alrnost
every article. But I had never asked God to send
orphans. Well, I cast myself down on the floor beforr
God, and confessed that 1 had erred i this matter,
antl asked His forgiveness, and asked Him if, after all,
T had been deceiving myself, and that He would be
more glorified by bringing the whole to nonght than
by my getting an Orphan stitution to do so—to bring
the whole thing to nought It IHe could be more
glorified, 1 should rejoice,

But T could not help thirking that it would be for
the glory and honour of His Name if He brought it to
pass, and I askred Him to send me orphans.  The next
moring, at eleven o'clack, 1 went again, and before
one month had passed 42 orphans had applied, though
the housc was only large eqough for 30.  So God
answered prayer, and the house was filled. Six months
later 1 opened a second house for 30 chitdren, That
was fifled very soon. Twelve months later 1 opened
a third house for 30 children. That was filled, and a
short time after T opened a Senrth house for 30 more
children. Now [ had 126 orphans, with eleven
belpers, whoe laboured among these children,

But the applications confirmed more and more. |
thérefore felt 1 must build a house, large cnough to
hold hundreds of orphans. But this would cost an
immense sum of money. However, 1 said, * The Lord



BV MpP. GEORGE MOLLER 213

is able to give it to me” and for thirteen weeks I
prayed for land. The Lord gave it me on Ashley
Down. Then 1 continued praying for money, as 1
wanted to build a house for 300 orphans. By Yrtle
and Mttle it came n. I began the house.  The house
was finished. All was paid [or, though it cost more
than £15000. Yer Thad £676 over and above, after
all was paid.  But the house was soon filled, and the
applications increased more and more.

Then 1 said, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
da?”  And after much prayer, it was to go on bujld-
ing accomnmodation for 700 more, that T might have
1,006 orphans uader wy care  Now, when U had
nothing but £30 n band, the devil sai@, and had it
circulated, that T had £30,000 in hand. Instead of
vontradicting 1t in the newspapers, saying that it was
a lie of Satan, T simply spoke to my Heavenly Father,
" Lord, Thou knowest that this is a lie of Satan ; con-
found himy; Lord, confound him, and ifluence the
hearts of Thy children to help me”  So by little and
little the money came in, and after a number of years
thete stood another house, and all paid for, and a
third house for 330 more began!

That also was finished.  Now I had accornmodation
for 1,150 orphans, and, after ail was paid for, there
were between two and three thousand pounds over
and ahove in hand! But, remarkable to say, nine
hundred orphans were yet waiting for admission! 1
I nmow accommodation for 1,150, but gog were yet
waiting.  So 1 prayed, * Lord, what wili Thon have
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me to do? I do not want erphan houses, but if Theu
wilt help me to go on, here is Thy servant, and 1 am
ready.” Well, 1 began two houses more, each for
450, that 1 might be able to accommodate those goo
that were waiting, and there stood the houses after
some years, erecied at a cost of £60,000. Now these
five houses accommeodate at one time 2,050 orphans,
and 1 have accommodation for 112 helpers and assis-
tants as matrons, teachers, etc, for the destitute
orphans. dnd in all God kas been pleased to give me,
simply in answer to prayer, £1,416,000 sterling!  One
million, fouwr humdved and sisieen thousand pounds
sterling, withowd asking a single human being /

There 1s none, in this whole city, who can say that
I ever asked them for a penny; there is none, in the
whole of England, who can say that 1 ever asked
them lor a peony ; there is none under heaven, in the
whole wide world, who can say that I ever asked them
for 2 penmy. To God, and te God alone, T went; and )
did this because I knew ever since my conversion that
one of the preatest necessities for the Chuarch of God
at large was an increase of faith. Therefore, I deter-
mined to dedicate my whole life to this one great
lesson, for the Church of God to learn, and the world
at large to learn: real, true, lasting dependence on
God,

Thus I have now been going on for (8 years, not
only regarding the work of God, but regarding my
own ternporal necessities and the necessities of my
[amily, and 1 have laid every burden on God, and God
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again and again has helped me.  He has also led me
to the founding of many schools. 1 have had 117
schools under my direction throughout England, Scot-
land, India, the Straits of Malaoca, British (Guiama,
Demerara, Essequibo, Berlice, in Spain, in France, in
Ttaly, and in other parts of the world And in these
schools have been educated 122,000 young people.
One hundred and twenty-two thousand young people
and from among them, more than 20,000 have been
converted that we know of. In heaven | expect to
meet more than 40,000 or 50,000 but we know that
more than 20,000 were converted while they were m
the schools, the masters having given reports.  Some-
times fifty and sixty in half-a-year in one single school
have been brought to the knowledge of the Lord,
and thus has it gone on that God has abundantly
blessed the work.

Then, in regard to the circalation of the Holy Scrip-
tures, Geod has abundantly blessed that  Bibles
varipus languages to the number. of 279,000 1 have
been enabled to circulate, and 1,440,000 New Testa-
ments, 21,000 copes of the Book of Psalns, and
222,000 other portions ; and Ged has also abundantly
blessed this pari of the work, especially in Spain, m
Italy, and m Ireland. Then as to missionary opera-
tions, 1 bave been enabled to aid a large number of
migsionaries and helpers, and altogether I have spent
A258,000 on missions alone. The matter of the cir-
culation of tracts was also pargealarly laid on my
heart, and God has granted me the privilege of circu-
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lating 10g millions of Scriptural bocks, pamphlets,
and tracts—not 10g thousand, but u thousand times
as much. One hundred and nine millions of books,
pamphlets. and tracts, in various languages—so many
that this large hall would not hold them, and 400 big
cart horses would not be able to drag them away! To
such an extent have tracts and books been circulated

Thonsands of souls have been brought to Jesus
through the instrumentality of the four or five hun-
dred missionaries that 1 have sought to assist, and as
for the Orphan work, I have been enabled to receive
G750 erphans.  That may seem to you 2 small number
i comparison with what we can have at one -time i,
the houses. The reason is this: we have the orphan
girls and hoys from their earliest days, and often and
often we have girls in the houses fifteen years, sixteen
years, even seventeen years, and in a few instances
longer than seventeen years. That is the reason why
e nuwber has been comparatively so smail, though
we have the accommodation of the greatest Orphan
msttution under heaven.  There is not a second
Orphan institution in the whole wide world so large as
that on Ashley Down. Out of these 9,750 orphans,
between 4,000 and 5,000 have been brought to the
knowledge of Jesus; more than 2,000 are already in
heaven; over 2,000 are walking in various parts of
the warld as believers, and we kave ab present about
600 in the Orplian houses who are believers,

Oue single point more for your encouragement, and
[ur the sake that my beloved Christian friends way be
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led increasingly to pive themselves to prayer, especially
for the conversion of sinners. When I came to Bristol,
sixty-four years and seven months since, and we met
for the first time in the breaking of bread at the Lord’s
Supper, there were seven of us.  That was all
“Beven of us” Since then there have heen received
by us, as a2 Church, mere than 6,000 intc fellowship.
Let this be ancther encouragement to go forward.
And when the branch Churches that have sprung out
of the Church at Bethesda are taken in, O how many
thousands more! So let this be a great encouragement
for prayer. Seven, meeting the first time round the
Lord’s table!  And now look at the many, many thou-
sands who have been converted since, and been re-
ceived at the Lord’s table.

Are there any here who have not yet believed?
See what Ged is willing to give in answer to prayer.
See what He is willing to give to you, my dear young
man, my dear young woman, and you elder friends.
If any of you do not know the Lord, see what God is
willing to do in answer fo prayer. 1 am a poer,
miserable sinner myself, deserving nothing but hell if
I had my deserts; but see what God has given to a
poor miserable sinner, simply for Christ's sake 1
trust 10 Him, and therefore, for Christ's sake, He has
given to me; and what He has given to me, He is
willing &2 give to you. O expect blessings from Him,
and He wili give them to vou, if you seek them by
carnest prayer.

For mstance, are any weak and fechle as to the
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hody, suffering pain, or needing anything in reference
to their health. This text applies to then, “ Open
thy mouth wide, and I will ill it” The very connec-
tion in which this stands here in this verse gives to us
the assurance that we shall have blessing in God’s
own time and way, for it was Fe Who brought, under
the most difficult circumstances, the Israclites cut of
Egypt. Neither Pharoah nor his servants would let
them go; he had kept them long as glaves, made
them to work continually under the most trying cir-
cumstances, Everything that the Scripture tells us
was done to them was done with rigour, whether they
were brickmakers, or were working in the fields, or
were bulding stone cities for Pharpah. Nothing in
that treatment escaped. Jehovah says, through Moses
and Aaron, to Pharoah, “ Let them go.” The reply ot
Pharcah is against Jehovah, “ f know not Jehovah, I
do not mean to let them go” Presently, when this
request is repeated and neglected, and there comes a
judgroent on him, he minds it not.  There comes cne
judgment after the cther, and one judgment after the
other increases more and more; hut he will not Jat
them go. At last comes the most awful of all the
judgments; i every house throughout the country
one is taken, the firsthorn throughout the land slain
in ene night by the destroying angel who goes through
the land. Now the Israelites are allowed to go; yea
driven out of the country for fear they should zil he
dead men if they were not to let them go.

Thus we sec what God 13 able to do in man's behalf,
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secing that He, under these circumstances, could get
out of the state of bondage and slavery those hundreds
of thousands of Israelites. And not merely is the
power of Jehovah seen in this verse, but His love alsn.
Who were these Tsraclites? Were they better than
the Egyptians? They were decidedly worse than the
Egyptians, because they had more knowledge than
the Egyptians, and yet were a stiff-necked, rebellions,
hard, wicked people. Bui notwithstanding all this,
Jehovah brings them out of the country by reason of
the love He has for them, and by reason of the cove-
nant intc which He had entered with Abraham. Isaac,
and Jacob, and because He is Jehovah, the covenant-
keeping God. Now in all this can we not see especial
encoyragement in regard to our own case? If, there-
fore, we need anything in reference to our bodies, let
us go to our Heavenly Father. Do we need anything
in reference to our family positions? Tried by our
children, tried, greatly tried it may be, by the husband
or wife, or perhaps by our relatives? Let us bring
these things before God! It is no use complaining,
speaking about it particularly to one another; no,
instead of murmuring, bring this matter often before
God in prayer, lock to Him for help and suppost, and
entreat Him again and again that He would, in the
riches of His grace, deliver you out of your trials.
Then again, in reference to our business, our earthly
accupation, our profession.  Are there particnlar trials?
Are there particular difficultics?  lnstead of con-
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tinnally talking and fretting about the competition, the
difficult fimes, the tricks manifested I trades and
buainesses, the matter should be carried (o the Lord
Meckly, quietly, gently, submissively behaving our-
selves under the circumstances, and ugain, agaip, and
again bringing the matter before God and leaving it
there.  And we should find that this is the very best
remedy which could be used! Then not merely in
reference to temporal matters, but to spirtual things
also, this is to be applied. TFor instance, in our spiri-
tual conflict there is nothing better than to vemember
this gracious, this most precious promise, “ Open thy
mouth wide, and Twill G117 We feel the natural evil
tendencies within us, we struggle against them, we
seek to overcome them, we find ourselves too weak,
but God is ahle te help us, and out of these things He
will bring us.  Qur text says, “ Open thy mouth wide,
and I will §ill it” and so it encourages us to come to
God and ask great blessings in respect to these things,
and we shall ind how ready He is to help us so that
pride and highmindedness, carelessness and siothful-
ness, indulgente in matural evil tendencies, can be
overcome by the power of God the Maly Spirit.
Then in reference to our work and labour and
service for the Lord, as Sunday School tcachers, as
tract distributors, as visitors of the sick. 11 all these
matters we can obtain help from Ged. o oursejves
exiremely weak, let us seek help in the right way.
As teachers i the Church of God, as pastors, as
labouarers in any way spiritually, wonderful ficlp can
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be chtained from God in answer to prayer, so that if
we "open ogr mouths wide” we shall find the texi
fulfilted.

The second point in connection with this is especi-
ally to be noticed. " He will 3 #"  “ Open thy
wouth wide, and [ will 81 " “Lwall il > "4
witd fill it™ It is not stated, * Perhaps 1 will I} 1t,”
ot "I shall see if 1 will do it or not” No promise of
this kind. He does not say, “If thou art daing so
and 30, 1 will fill it* We have not to §1! our mouth
after we have opened it wide ; that is, we have not by
ot own power and ability and skilfulness to bring
abot the fulflment of the promise.  We have to leave
this to Gad. He will do it. We have not to fock to
our feliow-men to bring about the answer to prayer,
as often is the case on the part of dear chiidren of
God.  They look to their fellow-men, instead of
having the eye fized upon the almighty power of God
and the loving heart of Ged ; they look to their fellow-
men to answer their prayers.  “T will fill it,” He says.
We have not to look to circumstances, or o & contin-
gery in everyday things and affairs, but to God Him-
sell is the eye to be directed. I will il it” “F will
fill it”

Then, in the third place, we have not to be
discouraged  because our inouth is nol g owee
Glled; we have not fo be discouraged because
the answer does nof come upmediately.  Be-
foved brethrern and sisters in Christ, eyer be
mindful of the fact that in connection with all the
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many hundreds of promises given to us in connection
with prayer, in the Old and New Testaments of the
Holy Scriptures, there is not one single passage to be
found where God makes in connection with this pro-
mise a statement regarding the time when He will
fulfil it. He simply states everywhere, "I will do it,”
“ [ will answer it” Fe pever says, " At such a time [
will answer,” “ At such a time L.will fill your mouth.
But He simply states * 1 will do it.” And often and
often the delay is found appointed by God so that
when the answer comes it may be all the wmore lovely
to us and more suitable to us than if the answer had
been immediately given. Yes and another reason,
in order that by the exercise of faith and patience,
faith and patience may develop further and further,
and increase more and more. There is another, a
third, reason. That we may by the exercise of faith
and patience glorify God. The world lovks on Lo see
how shall we behave outselves under especial trials
and difficulties, what we shall do. Now, if they
find us waiting without fretting, without complaining,
and especially without murmuring, then they may per-
ceive that we are looking after the things of God, and
this may lead to blessing too. Thus by such be-
haviour we strengthen the hands of our fellow-men.

And then often and often in the experience of the
children of God answers to prayer are delayed be-
cause their hearts are not yet prepared for the recep-
tion of the blessing. 1 will give you an illustration.
Suppose Lhere is a young convert going to work in
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the Sunday School; he has heard a great deal about
answers to prayer, and he longs for answers to prayer,
and begins to pray that it may please God very
speedily to convert all the children in his class. He
goes the first Sunday ; he does not find that they are
all converted.  He goes the second Sunday, the third,
and the fourth Sunday, and it is not accomplished.
He is tried now, and becomes distressed, He says to
himself, * I pray so much that all the children under my
care in the class may be converted, and yet I go
Sunday after Sunday, and they remain unconverted.
How comes this?” The reason is because this dear
brother is not yet prepared for receiving the blessing,
for if the class so very easily were brought to the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, he would take
the credit to himself, and begin to lock upon himself
and to say what an excellent teacher he is, and how
much he could accomplish i the conversion of those
scholars, instead of its all being done by the power of
the Holy Ghost. The heart is not yet prepared for
the teception of the blessing , therefore the blessing
is delayed. But let this beloved young brother go on
waiting upon God, coming more and more to see that
he can do nothing in the way of converting sinners,
that all must be accomplished by the power of the
Holy Ghost, then when the blessing is given, and the
rlass converted, he will be prepared to give all the
honour and glory to God

Thus often and often we find that the hindrance to
the anéwer fo prayer lies in ourselves, because our
hearts are not yet prepared for 4 blessing,



Christ, the WRefuge of Sinners |

A Sermon preached at Keasington Raptist Chagel, Stapleton
Reoad, Bristol, tn Sunday morning, Alarch 28k, réoy, on the
oecasion af the Chapel Anniversary.

“Ihis is a Iaithful saying, and worhy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came inte the world to save sinpers; of wham 1 am chief.—
7 Tém. i, 15

In the first past of this staternent—" Christ Jesus
came inte the world to save sinners”—it is tecorded
that it is = “faithful saying” —not a question-
able saying, or one that is exposed to the shadow of
a doubt! We, whe are believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, should make it habitnally our business to show
by our life and love for God that we believe implicitly
i the truth of the statement that Jesns Christ came
inta the world to save sinners! Therefore, our busi-
ness is to be faithful witnesses for the truth of the
Gospel !

It is mext stated that "it is worthy of all accepta-
tign.” It is worthy, therefore, to be received by us;
it is our duty to receive this statement that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  Now what
do we say regarding this? Do we individually all of
us st our seal to this by receiving it implicitly? There
are very many here at present who de so. | guestion

224
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not. that there are hundreds here present who do so—
who have receiverd this statement of God's Hoely Spint
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners!
But my heart's desire and prayer is that every one of
you, without exception, may reccive this statement
There is no other Savicur but Jesus Christ, and we
must receive this truth mto our hearts. There is no
other way regarding the salvation of our souls but
through Him! O let as iay this to heart!

And then we have to consider that “ He eame into
the world,” not that He was forn inte the warld!
This is particularly to be noticed.  Tf it had beep
stated that He was bern into the world, it would have
been true so far as regards his Aumen nature Mary
was Hiz mother according to His human nature ; but
the divipdty of our Lord Jesus is referred te here.
Or Saviour was really and truly a man as much as we
are; but He was really and truly God as God the
Father. It would have been quite true if it had been
stated that He was born into the world to save sin-
ners. But here, however, the divindty of our Lord s
pointed out to us! He is the Creator of everything
that exists; the Buildey, the Upholder, of everything
that exists. Buf as the divinty of our bicssed Lord
is here referred to, it was necessary that He should
be really and teuly divine as the Father of our souls!
That He should be human was necessary in order that,
in cur form and state, he might fulfil the law of God
which,we have broken times without number, and thus

wotk ‘out Lhe righteousness in whick we can now find
"
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aurselves, but which by nature we cannot of ourselves
abtain, for we have nothing of our own. Of our own
righteousness we cannot be accepted by God! In the
Word of God it is compared to filthy rags. By God's
love, the rightesusness of Christ is imputed to all
those who trust in Him for salvation; aad solely on
the ground of the rightecusness of Cliist, poor sin-
ners—old and young—male and female—rich and
poor-—educated or uneducated—any and every one
trusting alone in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation
shall be accepted!

Now, it was necessary that he should be human in
order that, as a human being, bomn under the law, he
should fulfil the Jaw of God which we have broken
tunes without number, by action, by word, by thought,
by fecling, by desire, by purpose, and by inchnation!
But the righteousness of Christ shall be put to our
account—shall be reckoned to our account!  We shall
ourselves be considered as if we had fulfilled the law
of God, if we put our trust in Christ!?

Further, it was necessary that He should be really
and traly human in order that cur sin might be
punished in the person of the substitute—that punish-
ment might actually be borne by the person who was
to be our substitute-—even the Man Chnst Jesus!
And therefore the substitute, in order to make a real
atonerent for our sins, must bear this punishment in
our room and stead.

But this is only one side of the truth. The other
side of the truth is this: He was truly divine as the
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Father: and it was necessary to give value to the
righteousness entrusted to Him and imputed to us,
and also to give value to the atonement, that the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself hung upon the cross and shed
His bloot for the remission of our sins! A mere
human being might have been crucified; but this
human being would merely have been punished him-
self through the death of crucifixion. This, however,
would not have given value to the blood that was
shed. It must be the bleod of the God-mawn, Christ
Jesus! This very blood which was shed is called the
"blood of God”—for He was truly God as well as
wan—was shed for the remission of pur sins; and it
was just this which gave the value to the blood, for
it was to be efficacious in the salvation not merely of
one sinner, nor a thousand, nor a million poor sin-
sick souls; but an éemwmnerable company were to be
saved by this blood—the blood of that blessed Jesus
who took cur sins—my sins, your sins—upon Him,
Therefore the blood, to be of value, must be the blood
of the God-man, Christ Jesus! This is the valuable
part—the all-important fact to be remembered by us!
—Christ's blood can save us from all sin! And we
can only be saved through Hém who shed His
precious bloed for our ransom and regeneration!
And now, my dear friends, how precious 1s this
thought!  Yes, how precious| The law has been ful-
filled! | am a poor, wicked, hell-deserving sinner—
. you, and [, too, are poor miserable sinners under the
law ; yet, if you put your trust in the Lord Jesus
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Christ, God will accept and receive you through the
righteousness of Christ which is put to your credi,
reckoned to your account, mmputed to you!

The Lord Jesus Christ has made an atonement for
erery one of our numberless transgressions, for all our
sinful ways, sinful words, wicked thoughts!  That
blessed, precious, adorable, loving Saviour has made
an atonement for every one of our sinful words as weli
as sinful actions! VYes! He has made an atonement!
And not only was this atonement to be for every one
of our smful thoughts, unholy desires, ungodly wishes
and inchnations, but the Lord Jesus Christ made the
atenement to the full! And thus it comes that the
poor sinner is saved! O .how precious! How com-
torting to our sin-sick souls!

Now, the next point that we have especaally to con-
sider is this: He came into the world to save
SINNERS! Yes, my dear friends, sinners! It does
not. say that He came into the world to save BXCEL-
LENT people, or those who are very geod, or those
who are only moderate sinners! Then 1 must go to
hell, for I was a great sinner for the first twenty yeurs
of my lile  For several years | was pursuing the
pleasures of the world—the vanities of the world—
the vices of the world]l  These were what [ followed!
And yet [ went to the University to study for a clergy-
man! Yes! that was the intention—to make me 2
clergyman, [ attended the Classical Schools; and
for nine years after § entered the University, and at-
tended the examinations io become a clergyman—I
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say for nine years, from the time that I was ten and
2 half till 1 was nineteen and o kalf-—and stll pre-
paring for a clerpyman, I was living far from God!
For six years—irom the tme that I was fourteen tiil
1 was twenty years of age—I never read one single
chapter of the Bible—not one single verse! 1 read
the Hebrew and the Greelk New Testament, and had
the Bible in my own language, but I never read it!

This was the state in whick God found me! Thers
was nothing for me but hell!—nothing but hell! [
knew nothing of that wondrouws cross until God opened
my eyes, when [ was twenty years and five months
old, and showed me what a wicked young man I was,
and that | was deserving of nothing but hell! But,
blessed be His Name, he also showed me from this
precious Bock that even such a wicked, hell-deserving
sinner as I was could be saved from my sins through
the blood of Christ and through the atonement which
had been made for poor sinners!

Now, £ had not your privileges. I had never i -
my early life heard the Gospel till | was twenty years
and five months of age! I had never heard of a real
true Christian in my life! Nc doubt there were
many ; but I had never heard or seen one! And yet
I was one of a number of students in the University
who were preparing to become clergymen!

About this tme 1 was led to a little prayer meeting
which wus held in the house of a tradesman.  There
were about & dozen or flfteen citizens in the room;
and here I, for the first time, heard of Christ, 1
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entered the house of this tradesman as dead in ires-
passes and sins, and as utterly reckless and careless
of divine things as any person in existence. | came
away from that little prayer meeling a happy young
man—a happy believer in Christ!  There were at
this time twelve hundred and sixty stadents in the
University ; but only #ree of them were believers in
Christ, and [ became the fourth! This was the state
of things in which I was found when I attended that
little prayer meeting, and where for the first time ]
heard the name of Jesus! Merry company—worldly
company-—was all that [ cared about I met with
nothing but disappointment.  Instead of finding hap-
piness in these things, | met with nothing but disap-
pointinent,

At last | thought | would travel a great deal and
find if that would make me happier. God led me. 1
travelled for forty-three days m succession—day by
day for forty-three days; and | saw some of the most
beautiful sceuery that is to be found under the canopy
of heaven., After the lapse of several weeks, [ became
st sick und tired and surfeited with travelling that 1
could pass the most beautiful scenery without looking
at it

Bu three weeks after { had found Jesus in this
little prayer meeting I became a truly happy man ; and
I have had true, real ha.ppumsb now for seventy-aone
vears and five months!

This real, true happiness, my friends, 1 desire for
eyery one of you who 1s without it; and it is for that
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reason that 1 am standing here this morning to bear
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ! How many of
you have this real, true happiness which 1 have found
in the Lord Jesus Christ?

When | came home from that little prayer meeting
-~now more than seventy years ago—I found myselt
lying peacefully on my bed blessing and praising God
for what e had been doing for me! No believer i
conversed with ; no one said Lo me, * Now, mind! you
wmust give up the card-table, and the theatre, and the
ball-room, and all those evil ways in which you have
been going on." No! but Ged had given me spiritual
life—spiritual instincts—spiritual desires, Bot I said
ta mysell on that first evening after T came frem that
little prayer meeting, “I shall never go any more to
the ball-room, or play cards” And | have never
been to the ball-room or played cards since. The
whole life became different.  All at once it became
different, because now I was no longer dead in tres-
passes and in sins. | had new obtained spiritual life,
and joylully and gladly surrendered myseif to God,
Who had done so much, so very wuch, for me. And
thus I became unspeakably happy.

And 1 have, my dear friends, bren most unspeakably
happy ever since, which is now for seventy-one years
and five months.

O what a glorious idea—how simple—how pre-
vious!—that through the Gospel of glad tidings
preached to us, and coming to, and trusting alone m
Jesus, siuners—great sinners, old sinners—may be
saved}
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After the Apostle had been making this statement
that “ Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners,” he says “ Of whom I am chief!”  This 1s not
a mere formal expression ; it is what St. Paul meant ;
he considered himseif a very great sipmer — the
greatess sinmer: and Paul called himself the ehéef of
sinners!  This is not the only passage in which he
refers to himself ; bat, again and again, in his Epistles
and in the Acts of the Apostles, he speaks of himself
as a very great sinner.

Then comes the next verse which follows the texi:
* Hewbeit for this cause [ obtained mercy, that in me
first Tesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering,
for a pattern to them which should hercafter believe
ot Him to life everfasting.”

T am now ninety-one years and six months of ace,
with the prospect of heaven-—very near heaven—very
near the end of my earthly pilgrimage! Still I am
able to work every day, and all the day long. 1 preach
five or six times a week besides; and am able to do
it! But although in my ninety-second year, speaking
afte_r the manner of men, there 1s the prospert of heing'
taken away, vet 1 am unspealtably happy!

And it is unspeakably happy to be able to help ane
another trusting in Jesus! Never forget that Jesus
rame to save sinners—such a sinner as I was! But
vou must accept salvation i God's appointed way.
It is through Jesus alone that you can be saved! If
sinners in thefr own way seek to bring themselves to
heaven, they will bring themselves to hell! 2o/t HELL!
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Yes, they will bring themselves to hell by ftheir grod
works——by their own righteousness! Sinners can be
alone saved by trusting in Jesus for salvation, for He
15 Lord!

That is, that the Lord Jesus Christ, in showing to
Paul—iormerly named Saul, the great persecutor—
that as the Lord had saved Paul, u great siimer as ne
was, 50 our Saviour thereby showed to every simer
under heaven at any time afterwards that ne one need
despair of the possibility of obtaining forgiveness!
This is a most vitl and precious truth! “ For this
cause I obtained mercy!” That means, "1 have ob-
tained forgiveness, for this very cause that, in me,
the greatest sinmer, the chief of sinners Jesws Christ
might show those 'all long-suffering. *  That means,
“ How much He is now suffering, bevause what He 15
ready to do for sinners is not imroediately and com-
pletely taken advantage of.” That certainly does not
mean sech as are nol particglarly great sinaers,  Bad
that He 15 wililng to forgive the greatest smner, Paul
was willing (0 become a sample—a pattern—so that
not a sutgle individual heresfter might have ground tor
saying, “ 1 am too hardened a sinner! 1 have lived
too long in sin! My sins are foo great and too many
to bear! I cannot expect torgiveness!” Nothing of
the kind!  Paul is here given as a sample- - paltern
—-a speciuen—of what God is wilkng to fergive, and
what the Lord Jesus Christ j5 willing to do in reguard
to any and every sioner.  But that is by~ siuply
irusting in Him " Who has paid the pepalty of s
for us by the shedding of His own bloed.
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U, my friends, how precious! Yes how precious!
Perhaps there is vne here present who says, "My
mother has wept over me—begged me, with many a
tear running adown ber aged cheeks, to alter my
course and become different; but I am a wretched,
guilty sinner, and have continuned in my sin up to
nowl” Ab, my friends! Guilty as you may be—
though you conld stand against the iears of your poor,
dear, aged mother, who has wept over you times out
of number—yet even you shali be forgiven if you seek
for forgiveness through the righteousness and love of
the Lord fesus Christ!

G how precicus! Yes, how precions! Saul was
forgiven in order that not a single individual wnder
heaven might say, “ 1 am too old—too great a sioner
—toc hardened—my sins are too many.” Nothing of
the kind! i you only seek salvation through Jesus
Christ, you way obtam mercy. How unspeakably
preciaus!

This brings before us the point that whilst yet m
the body we may know thal we arc forgiven sinners
We mmay know that God has forgiven us, and reconciled
us fo Himself, Do all here present enjuy this know.
ledge of the forgiveness of their sms?  This is what
I desire regarding every one here. T have not the
shadow of a doubt that there are a vast number here
present who do know and enjoy the knowledge of
the forgiveness of their sins  But do you a#? 1
have enjoyed the knowledge of the forgiveness of my
sins. [ bave not the feast doubt [ am as certmn
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that I shall go to heaven as if I were there already.
But I deserve nothing but hell I am a believer,
however ; and the Word of God declares that God ¢
loved the world that He spared not His own Son, but
gave Him up for us, so that every believer in Him
should have everlasting life — that we might go to
heaven. Now, I do believe in Him. Lherefore it is
certain that I shall be in heaven, The Word of God
declares concerning the Lord Jesus that He is the
Saviour of sinpers: that all wha believe and trust in
Him for salvation shall obtain the remission of their
sins—that is, the forgiveness of their sins. The 43rd
verse of the 1oth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles
states this emphatically: “ To Him give all the pro-
phets witness, that through His Name whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins

Therefore I know that my sing will be forgiven through
faith in Christ; and that I shall go to heaven i I trust
i the Lord Jesus!

Then, again, we may know that our sins are for-
given even whilst we are here It is not a matter of
indifference to us whether we know it or no. It is of
vast importance to us that we should have knowledge
of this fact even here, for there 15 no real state of en-
joyment in God without knowing that we are accepted
w Him—that cur sins are blotted out by the atone-
ment which the Lord Jesus has made for us!

And now, my dear friends, [ would therefore affec-
uonately press this point upen every one of you who
are believers in Christ.  If you have not the know-
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ledge that your sins are forgiven, I would earnestly
and lovingly entreat you to give yourselves no rest
until you know Christ : and if you trust in Christ alone
for salvation. then, according to the passage which [
have just quoted, it is certain that your sins are for-
given. Therefore, we may have peace in God, and
thus be strong in the Lord, for the joy of the Lord
is our strength in the proportion in which we are
working for, and loving and trusting in, God.  We are
dead to the world, and to all its evi] influences, if we
are thoroughly trusting in THim!

O, my dear friends, it is of the utmost mmportance
to 4s to know that we are forgiven, to know that we
have obtained mercy. What says the Aposile?
* Howheit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me
first"—in ME, such a great sinner, the Lord Jesus
might make a beginning—+t0 show, first, the vastness
of his long-suffering—the degree of his long-suffering
—the extent of his patience—for all those who should
hereafter believe in Him. O! what a comforting
thought to a poor heavy-laden sinner! No poor sin-
ner now need despair of salvation-- -of being forgiven!
What z precious thought! O so precious!

Then cne word more.  Life everlasting ! Yes! Life
everlasting! An eternity of happiness! A parkicipa-
tion in the rivers of pleasure at the right hand of God!
Having been washed in the blood of Christ, we are
no longer dead m trespasses and sins. 'We are puri-
fied from sin—spiritualized! And Q, what a glorious
thought : that this spiritual life in us through the gift
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of the Holy Ghost is everlasting! It is not fully
developed yet! It will be fully developed when the
lord takes us to Himself—fully developed through
the praise and honour and glory of Ged! O how
precious is this blessing! Every one here present
this morning may obtain it!  Here is a specimen
before you of a guilty image—torgiven, and made a
happy man! I have had this happiness now for
seventy-one years and five months!  And what God
did for me, He is willing and ready to do for any and
every one whe will accept Christ. O accept Him now !

I have travelled in forty-two countries in my mis-
sionary labours; but I think 1 may say that of the
many millions of human beings with whom T eame
into contact who were deserving of hell, none of them
were so deserving of hell as myself — the greatest
sinper!  This being so, [ can asswe you the ondy
way to find acceptance in Christ 1s to tryst in Him for
full, complete forgiveness all your life! To every one
of you who has not obtained these blessings of which
I have been speaking, | have come here this morning
as a witness for Christ, for what the blessed Lord did
for me He is as willing w do for you. Trust Him;
and I am sure you will be happy. Amen,



qhe Glad Tidings.

A Sermon preacked al Bethesda Chapel, Great Gearge Sireed,
Rristol, on Aprif 18th, rig7.

dloreover, bretheen, T declare unto you the Gospel which 1
preached unte you, which alse ye have received, and wherein Fe
stand ;

By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what [ preached
unto veu, unless ye have believed i vain,

Yor I delivered unto you fisst of all that whick 1 also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptnres—
1 Corinthians Xv. I-3.

AMONG ail the other things that were wrong already
in the days of the Apostles in the church at Corinth
was this also: there were some there of the synagogue
of Satan. Some among them disbelieved the resurrec-
tion of the body, and on this point the Apostle Paul
writes, throughout the 13th chapter, and gives unto us
most precious instruction regarding the resurrection.
The great point in the whole chapter in particular
is this—if there be no resurrection, then the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself has not been raised ; if there be no
resurrection, and Jesus Christ Himself bas not heen
raised, on this account we are yet in cur sins, we have
not forgiveness, for there would be no swch thing as
proof of forgivencss had the Lord Jesus Christ not
heen raised from the dead. Moreover, if the Lord Jesus
Christ was not raised from the dead, then I (the Apostle
Paulyand my fellow-labonzers are false witnesses of God,
for we have testified that there is a resurrection, and
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that Christ was raised from the dead, when, after all,
e was not raised ; wherefore, the whale Gospel is no
lenger a Gospel.  Now for this was this 15th chapter
written, in which there is most precious instruction
found connected with the resurrection.

“ Moreover, brethren, | declare unio you the Gospel
which [ preached unto you” Remark here the word
" brethren,” “believers in Hun” Naturally looking
abit, we niight say " this Is just In an ordinary way ; no
stress is to be laid on it” My own judgment is the
reverse. He alls them still “brethren,” and he eats
them still as brethren, though they had fallen into such
errors as these, and failed as to their life and deportment
in various ways. Yet he calls them still ¥ Brethren,”
becanse he hoped that by the means he was going to
emplay, in writing another Epistle, they would be
brought oul of that state. And we find how greatly
this letfer was blessed when we read the second epistle
to the church at Corinth. Thus we have to imitate the
Apostle, and on ne account, because we see the mani-
[estations ol weakuess, in one shape or another, on the
part of the children of God, to at once put them aside
and disown them as beilievers, as 1t there were no grace
af all in them. For, like the Cornthians, they may
come cut of that state, and they may yet greatly glorify
God.

* 1 declare unto you the Gospel” that is, the glad
tidings, the most precious glad tidings, The sum and
substance of this we find mn the third and fourth verses,
where he says: "I delivered unto you first of all thut
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which | aiso received, how that Christ died for oyr
sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day according
to the Scriptures.” e died for our sins, to make an
atonewent for oar sins, to bear the punishment in cur
room and stead ; and that is the great point of what is
called “The Gospel” " The Glad Tidings” The
Gospel does not consist in this, that someone hus left
to us an exceedingly large amount of property, either
n the way of money or in the way of estates; or that
we shall now obtain a most lucrative posiiion and
cployment ; or that we shall be elevated to exceed.
ing high rank or power. That is not the Gospel
These are not the glad tidings we have to ponder.
But that, wicked hell-deserving siuners though we are,
Geod in the riches of His Grace will forgive all our
numberless transgressions ; God, on the ground of the
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, will forgive every
one of oyr numherless transgressions, and uot one
single sin shall remam standing ag'd.inst us and do ug
any harm hereafter, because the Lord Jesus Chrigt
has not merely tor a thousand of our sins died and made
atonement, nor merely for ten thowsand of cur sing,
but for every one of the sing of which we have been
guilty, however many they were, however great they
were ; nay, in whatever variety of ways we sinned, every
one of our sins has been stoned for, O what good news
is thisl For were there one single sin remainys
standing against us, we should be shut out thereby
[rom the presence of God, for nothing that is defiley
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can enter into that presence. We must be spotless,
pure; perfectly spotless and perfectly pure, else we
cannot be where God is; and into this state we are
brought through the righteousness of Christ, which is
imputed to us through the atoning death of the Tord
Jesus Christ, which removes avery vne of our nomber-
less transgressions.

Tlus, if rightly understood, if rightly entered into
and apprehended, is what is called in the New Testa-
meat “ The Gospel”; and we have to ask curselves,
“ls this our Gospel?” Do we trust m the Gospel?
Or do we think that we must do our part, and that the
Lord Jesus Christ will do His part? I'hat we must
do our part, else we cannot be saved? Nay, we must
come to this, that we ourselves can do nothing ; that
everything was DONE by the Lord Jesus ; that before
He expired on the cross He exclaimed, " It is finished ”
—that is, everything that had to be done in the way
of atonement had been accomplished by Him, and then,
after He had uttered these words, He expired. This is
the Gospel! Not doing one half of if, or one-eighth
part of 1, on owr part to help the Lord Jesus Christ, so
to speak! Nothing of the kind, He did everything,
and except He had done everything wost assuredly we
must have perished.

Now of this Gospel the Apostle Paul says, * which |
preached unto you” e was labouring ar Covinth a
year and six months (Acts xviii 11), and therelore
agam and again and aguwin he had proclaimed these
very truths, and those alse of the resurrection of the
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Lord jesus, and the resurrection of the believer;
because without the resurrection there i1s no such thing
as “ the glad tidings " connected with Christ. That is
the first peint we have to notice.  Now the second point
of the Gospel is this, ¥ Which also ye have received.”
Now here occurs a deeply important question, whether
we have verily received these glad tidings, whether we
verily rest the salvation of our souls on these glad
tidings? As assuredly as we think that we have to
do sorething ourselves for the salvalion of our souls,
and that the Lord Jesns Christ has not done everything
that was necessary for our salvalion, so assurcdly are
we yet in a most {atal mistake on earth.

We must come to this: that in ocur imnost soul we
believe that Jesas Christ did everything which was
necessary to make an atonement for our numberless,
nunifold transgressions, and that we have to do nothing
but to stand in the position of beggars to receive what
God gives us in Christ.  And whosoever will not receive,
as & poor worthless worm and as u beggar, what God
gives to him, in Christ, such 1 une has not yet come to
the state of heart that he might come to, and to which
he ought to come, to have the full blessing of the
Gospel.  We have Just to stand before God, situply
receiving what He freely, m the way of grace, gives to
us i Chrst Jesus. We have done nothing, we are
unable to de anything now, and we shall never be ahle
hereafter to do the smallest particle, towards our salva-
tior. Jesus did it all.  Jesus finished all that was
necessury to be done for the salvation of our souls.
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Now, then, to receive the Gospel means in other
words that we have to own that we are sinners; we
have to own in prayer before God that we deserve
nothing but punishment for our sins, and that we can
do nothing whatever towards the salvation of our souls
but that the Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished every-
thing that was needful to be accomplished, and that we
gratefully accept what God gives us in Christ.  This
is to receive the Gospel Now I affectionately ask my
dear Christian friends, Have we thus received the
Gospel? Is this that to which we look for the salvation
of our souls. You know we must own before God that
we are sinners ; we must confess before God in prayer
that we are sinners, and smply and entirely for our
salvation puf our trust in Jesus, and nothing else ; and
in doing this we receive the Gospel, but if otherwise
we have nal vet received the Word, This is the
second point.

Then in the third place, the Apostle says, " Wherein
ye stand.”  What does it mean to stand in the Gospel?
Tt means that regarding ourselves and the Lord Jesus
Christ we maintain still that we are just in such a state
as we were before, and can do nothing concerning the
salvation of our souls. In other words, that alter ten
years of conversion, or twenty vears. or fifty years, and
the seeking to hate sin more and more, and to love
heliness more and more, we maintain still, and will
maintain to the end of our life, that we are sinners;
that we deserve nothing but punishment; that we
cannot save ourselves, or do anything in the least lor
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ourselves in the matter of salvation; that we depend
still, as we did at the first, entirely on what the Lord
TJesus Christ did and suffered in our room and steach
If this is the mind in which we are, then we stand n
the Gaspel; & mot, we do not stand in the Gospel
We must 4l the end of aur earthly pilgrimage remain
of the same mind in which we were when first we came
to Christ. Fach must own, " I am a sinner ; I deserve
nothing but punishment. 1f 1 am saved, it must be in
the way of grace, through a Substitute, Whe in my
room and stead fulfilled the law which T had broken
times without pumber, and Who in my room, as
Substitute, bore the punishment due to me”

1 this is the state of our heast and mind, then we
are standing in the Gospel; if it is otherwise, if in the
least degree we take the smallest pariicle of credit to
ourselves in the matter of salvation, we are not stand-
ing in the Gospel. A deeply mportant pomt! And
it is particularly for another reason important that we
have this mind. Impoertant not merely regarding the
final szlyation, but reparding the present peace and joy
in God, for he or she taking the least particle of credit
to himself or herself in the matier of salvation loses the
peace of God and real true spiritugl enjoyment, for
God is determined to pive afl the honour and glory
to His Only-begotten Son—the choicest Gift He had
to bestow on poor sinners. And He will not, therefore,
with a sinful human creature divide the glory of what
belongs to Christ, and to Christ alone.

Now the last point. " By which also "-.that is, by
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the Gospel—" by which also yo are saved, if ye keep
in memory what 1 preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain" By the Gospel we are saved!
Precious! O delightful news. Because it is such good
news, therefore it is called the Gospel. The Gospel
weans “glad tidings,” ¥ good news”; and these are
the glad tidings: that we are at last saved by the
Gospel.  In the first place, salvation consists in this
- —that we get a glorified body, completely free, and
Iree for eternity from all weakness, weariness, pain.
suffering, langour, sickness of any kind, and from death.
No longer exposed to death. Now how pleasant is the
news of this!

Then, again, 25 o weariness, itvespective of suffering,
Children of God delight to labour for the Lord; it
Is an exceeding great joy to them to work six, or eight
heurs, in the course of the day, and some by reason
of health and strength are delighted to spend ten and
twelve hours in working for the Lord, and scme surpass
even this; but yet, however long we may be able to
work while in the body here on earth, though it be
sixteen or even eighteen hours, at last most assuredly
there will come the weariness, the weakness, the
nability to go on working any longer. But when we
ubtain our glonfied body, when salvation comes to
the full, no mere of this weariness.

Yea, there will be the working four and twenty hours,
day by day, throughout the whole week, seven times
four and twenty hours (speaking after the manner of
men) without the least weariness; and thus it will go
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on throughout the whole months, wad throughout the
whole years (spealing after the manner of men), and
not a particle of weakness or weariness experienced
while thus engaged for the Lord  And so it will be
year after year, and one ten years after the other ten
years, and one hundred years after the other hundred
years, and one thousand years after the other thousand
vears, and never a particle of weakness or weariness
experienced, when once salvation is completed and we
obtain car gloricus body. O how delightful is ths!
What glad tidings are these! And if they were held
on to by faith, the heart would be full, brimful of joy!

QO how ‘delightful we should be if really and truly
entering into all this ; but there is something even more
precious still—all this service will be joyfully rendered
to the Lord, and be perfectly free from [failure and
shortcomings. There will not be a single particle of
sin mixed up with our work and labour for the Lord.
At present, while we are in the bedy, in this state of
weakness and imperfection, with all our holy longing,
with all our prayerful desire, yea, with our earnest
prayers, still now and then is mingled a word which is
not quite according to the mind of God; a thought
which was not found in the blessed Jesus, and therefore
not perfectly according to the mind of God.

But when brought to see Jesus as He is, and made
ftke Him in body and soul, everything that we do will
be perfectly Christ-like, everything that we say will
be perfectly Christ-like; all that we think, that we
desire, that we wish, for which we have inclinatton, al]
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will be perfectly acc;nrding to the mind of Chirist. O
what & blessed prospect is this for weak ones as we
are, for erring ones as. we are, for such who have ther
spiritual infirmities, great and many and varied, though
hating sin and loving holiness. O what bright and
glorious prospects are these! And all this is not
merely a fancy of ours, but a reality.

We shall, verily, the weakest spiritually among
us, be brought to this state of things when once salva-
tion is complete!  And this will never be altered, this
will never be lost; we shall be throughout eternity m
perfect, full, complete communion with the Lord Jesus
Clirist, and in fellowship habitmaily with Him—what
commonly is called partnership, in complete, holy,
wodly partnership with Cheist in every way! O how
precions!  Yea, in partoership with God the Father,
not merely with the Lord Jesus Christ, our elder
Brother. () Low precious! How bright! How
glorious are our prospects! And were ail this known
and entered into, everybody in the whole world would
care about Clrist; but because it is not known, and, if
known, not believed, therefore the number of those
whe really and truly surrender the heart to Christ is
vet 5o small

Now let us lay all these things to hearl. Let us.
if we have never yet treated them as realities, de
si from this eveming ; [rom henceforth for the rest of
our lives, Thete is one word more. " By which also
ve are saverd, if ye keep in memery what 1 preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain” We maust
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hold fast what was declared unto us by the Apostle ;
we have not to listen to false teachers, we have not to
listen to those who pervert the Gospel, we have not
to receive the statements of such teachers whereby the
churches m the Roman province of Galatia were deluded
in thinking that they must be cireamcised and keep
the Jaw of God, like the Israelifes did, in order to be
saved Nothing of the kind. Salvation is given to us
in a way of grace, and through faith in Christ, through
trusting in that which the Lord Jesus Christ has done
and suffered. This s what the Apostle refers to. " I
y& keep in memory what I preached uato you” Ye
must hold fast the statements of the Apostles, “ unless
ye have believed in vain” The blessing will be lost
if we do not keep in memoty the teaching of the
Apostles.

Therefore, m the days in which we live, when good
works are mixed up with the work of Christ, we have
to be wamned by all this; and, in childlike simplicity,
enguire and go on enquiring what did Paul preach,
what did Peter preach, what did John preach, and what
did the other Apostles say. We have to find out this
in the New Testament, and to hold fast to what they
say, 'This is the way of continuing i the ways of God,
and enjoying the trath of the Gospel; and therefore
10 be blessed with peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

God grant this to ull here present ; and should there
be one individual who is us yet looking to his or her
doings for salvation, let him or her remember—I say it
once mote—we can alone be saved through Chnst, and
not any vae of B8 by ouT own doings.



Spivitual Building.

A Seraton preacked af Philip Street Bapiisi Chaped, Bed-
wiinster, Bristel, on Stwaday Moyning, Nov, ra2tk, 18g;.

* Bul ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy

fuith"-—Bpistle of Jude, zov.

IN reading this short epistle of Jude, we learn that while
yet one or other of the apostles was living, 2 great depar-
ture from the truth, and conformity to the mind of
Christ, had already begun in the Church of God, and
thus ever since, more or less, it has been; yea, and at
certam times an awful darkness and great departure
from the truth and godliness have been found in the
Church of God, but, on the other hand, there have been
also in the darkest days some truly godly ones, holding
fast the truth as it is in Jesus, and seeking to tread i
the footsteps of their Divine Master. Now, beloved in
Christ, our holy, godly aim and purpose should be this,
and our earnesi prayer to God that we may be
sirengthened for this ; that we belong to the httle com-
pany holding fast the truths as to a crucified, risen, and
ascended Savicnr, and seeking more and more to be
minded like Christ, dead to all that which is sinful
and hatefnl to God in the world, and alive to all that
pleases Him and s agreeable to His mincl.
249
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Ouvr text shows to us how it should be with us
" But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most
holy faith” It is on these words that 1 desire par-
ticularly to speak this morning.  The figure used here
we are all familiar with, 1t 1s taken [rom the erection
of a building. According to the size of the building,
whether it is high and lrge, sa the foandation is laid
--the foundation deep and broad, according to the size
and height of the building.

Now, we all know what this signifies. The Apostle
Paul tells us plainly ao other foundation can be laid
but Jesus Christ. What does this mean? That we
cannot save ourselves, that our fellow-men capnot save
us—that none but the Lord Jesus saves us, and can
save us. Then how is this brought about? We have
to own before God that we are sioners, and that we
deserve nothing but punishment. We have to confess
this openly before God, and then put our whale trust
in the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of our souls
—that 1, trusting alone in the righteousness which He
wrought out for poor sinners in fulfilling i their room
and stead the law of God, which we had broken times
withont number, by our deeds, by our words, and by
our thoughts, and put cur whole trus¢ in Fis perfect
obedience unto death, the death of the cross, because
when that Blessed One hung on the cross, when He
shed His blood, it was [or the remission of our sins.
While He hung on the cross He made atonement far
every one of our sinful deeds, unholy words, ungodly
thoughts, desires, purposes, aund inclinations, and thus
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the wrath of God, the holiness of God, and the justice
of God were satisfied. When He fulfilled the law, and
stood in cur room, He. satisfied the holiness of God.
When He bore the punishment while hanging on the
cross in our room, He satisfied the justice of God, and
every poor sinner trusting in Him alone for the salva-
tion of the soul shall be forgiven. Before going on to
our second part of the subject, [ ask everyone of my
beloved friends here present, “ Have you ever been
convinced that you are sinners needing a Saviour?”
if not, ask God to have mercy on you, and to show
you this. Wken you are convinted that yon are sin-
ners, have you confessed it before God? Have you
humbled yourselves before God?  Have you con-
demned yourselves, and passed sentence on yourselves
before Ged? I not, ask Ged te help you to do so.
But all this, while it is beginning in the right way, 1s
not all,

The preal pomt s to put our sole trust 1n
Jesus Christ for salvation, for we can do nothing what
ever in the matter of our salvation—the blessed Lord
Jesus did it all. He finished tbe work for poor, guilty,
bell-deserving sinners, as [ am, and every one of you are.
The Lord Jesus fulfilled the law of God, and bore the
punishinent which that law demands should be inflicted
on account of transgression,  Hither we must bear the
punishment ourselves, or we must obtain a substitute,
The blesyed Lord Jesus voluntarily gave Himself to be
cur substitute, and #f you put your trust in Him ajone
lor salvation, God locks upon you as having fulfilled
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the faw, This is the righteousness wrought out by the
Lord Jesus, in our room and stead, for the greatest, the
oldest, and the vilest of sinners, for if you put your
trast in Him you have the substitute, Who, in your
room, bore the punishment for you How blessed to
have a friend ia Jesus! Do you enjoy the knowledge
of the sweetness of this happiness? Without it, there
is no lasting peace.  The koowledge of forgiveness of
sins is to be had while we are in the body. We are
not to wait for it until the body is at an end
We can have it while we are alive. 'We should ear-
nestly seek for it while we live. | have enjoyed for
sixty-eight years the knowledge of the forgiveness of
my sing, and, by the grace of God, | have not had a
single minute's doubt whether my sins are forgiven or
not; although a wretchied, helpless sinner, all my sins
are forgiven, and what God has done for me, a guilty.
hell-deserving sinner, He is willing to do to everyone
who seeks it in God's appointed way. Thus, owning
we are sinners, and trusting in the Lovd Jesus Christ
for salvation, everyone who has done so is on the right
foundation,

You all know that if « honse is huilt, he who builds
it does not simply lay the foundation, but there
follows the superstructure, and adding stone to stone,
and one piece of rimber to unuther alterwards.  Thas
it is m the divine lfe, ¢ & right to lay the proper
foundation, but this is not all. Aliost Ll persons,
after they are couverted, are left here for a season.
Comparatively lew only are in the position of the dying
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thief—there was nothing in hirz but trust in the Lord
Jesus. That was the foundation laid, and the Lord
Jesus said, “ Te.day shalt thou be with Me in paradise”
But almost all persons, when they are brought to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, are left in the world for the
purpose of becoming better acquainted with Him, and
tnat they may see more of the vanity of this weorld, and
the reality of heavenly things ; and especially that they
may bear fruit to the honour and glory of God, that
they manifest the mind of Christ, that they seek to
win souls to Christ, and do their part in helpmg the
people of God both in spiritual and temporal things.
For these reasons, being left here in the world, we have
io seek to make progress in the divine life, and, as the
text expresses it, “ to build yourselves up on your most
holy faith”

Before coming to this second part of cur subject, I
make one remark. You note it is * building up your-
selves.” Naturally, we should expect it to be said,
“Let your pastors build you up; let your elders, fet
the deacons, let the aged, experienced Chuistians buisd
you up on your most holy faith.”

" Builditg up yourselves.” The respansibility is laid
upon every believer it the Lord Jesus Christ, that he
do his parl 16 malee progress in the divine liue

Now, the grear question before us is, * How 1s this
to be done?  How can we build ap vurselves on our
most holy fuith?” OF all the Scriptures, the most
blessed, precious answer to this question we find in
2 Peler 1, o which we will now L. Sunon Peter,
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a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that
fve obtalned like precious faith with us through the
rightecusness of God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ”
Notice here, the apostles and every believer had the
same kind of faith. The apostles had not one kind of
faith, and other believers another kind ol faith.

In the fifth verse we read, “ And beside (his, giving
all diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue,
knowledge” etc. Now, here we get the catalogue of
what we have to do in these following verses—to build
up ourselves in our most holy faith. If we have trust
in Jesus Christ, faith in Him, the foundation is laid.
Now, the next point at which we have to aim—andl
regarding which we bave to “ give all diligence,” not
in & slothful way, but in " all diligence "~~is 1o add to
Faith, virtue,

‘What have we to understand by this?  the 4t
chapter of Philippians, 8th verse, gives us the answer.
" Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are iust.
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever lhings are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there
be any virtue, und if there be any praise, think on these
things.”

Here we see what is the first thing for any child of
God, for any person brought to [esus, where the right
foundation has been laid regarding the salvation of the
soul, is in order that he may be able o build up himself
on his mest holy faith, to aim at everything that is
lovely, and bright, und pleasing in the sight of God,
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which implies that we avoid everything which is con-
trary to the mind of God-—" if there be any wirtug, and
if there be any praise think on these things” Now,
as we are weak in ourselves, it becomes us to call upon
God to help us to attain to this. To our " wirtue” we
are to seek to add “ knowledge” The knowledge re-
ferred to here is not the knowledge of the things and
affairs of this lfe. [ do not despise knowledge con-
cerning the ordinary things of this life, in reference to
science or langnages, which may be profitable to this
life, and may be useful and proper. While I allow
this, it is not the kind of knowledge referred to here.
but spiritual knowledge, the krowledge of the Lord
Jesus, the knowledge of the vanity of this world, and
of the reality of heavenly things ; the knowledge which
God has given to us 1 the Revelation which He has
heen pleased to make of Himself in the Holy Scrip-
tures. It means, carefully to read the Scriptures, dili-
gently to read the Scriptures, with prayer to read the
Scriptures, and to meditate on the Word of God.
Now let me ask my beloved brethren and sisters 1in
Christ, [s this your habit? Are you habitually reading
the Scriptures? There is great danger, through the
multiplicity of matters, that we neglect the Word of
God.  There is great temptation lest through the mul-
tiplicity of books which are issued year after year from
the press, we neglect the Holy Scriptures.

What will be the result of this? We shall injure
curselves spiritually, we shall not make progress in the
divine life except we give ourselves earefully, habi-
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tnally, diligently, and with meditation, to the reading
of the Holy Scriptures. 1t is these means which God
has specially used, and does use, for the advancement
in divine life. Now as I love you, my beloved friends
in Chrnst, and as | am come here for the purpose of
leaving a blessing behind, with God's blessing, | affec-
tionately ask you if you are lovers of the Word of God.
Ask yourselves in the presence of God, * Am I a lover
of the Word of Godz”

For the first twenty years of my life T was not a lover
of the Word of God. I neglected the Word of God.
From the time when T was [ourteen and a half years old
until I was twenty years and five weeks old, I never read
the Word of God.  Then it pleased Gord to show me that
1 was a sinner, and needed a Saviour, and I saw how to
put my trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation. Then [
took to reading the Word of God, and [ read it cvery
day. I camnot say I was a real lover of the Word of
God, but in July, 1820, four years after my conversion,
1 became a lover of the Word of God, and now for
sixty-four years I have been a lover of the Word of
God, and it is a great delight to me to have the Word
of God. 1 cannot tell you what a blessing it 15 to my
soul, Blessed as [ have been for fifty-eight years with
work, my habit is first of all to have a good meal for
my sonl. I come to the Word of God, 1 read it, I pray
over if, [ meditate on ff, and T apply it to myse/l. How
does this comfort you? how does it exhort you? how
does it warn you? how does it reprove you? Thus | read
the Scriptures, and get a blessing to my soul, and then
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1 go 10 work with all my might, with earnestness, but
I do not go to my work until I first have a good meal
for my soul. And what has been the consequence?
| am a healthy man, day after day, week after week,
moath after month, year after year. I have now
entered on my eighty-ninth year. I am not cold, and
dull, and lifeless, spiritually ; I am a healthy man, spiri-
tually, and the preat instrument that kas been used by
God for this is the Word of God, whick I read with
delight and joy, and which 1 would my beloved
brethren and sistexs in Christ do the same, They
would find the healthfulness I have had, and the con-
tinued happiness 1 have had, year after year, and which
I have now had for sixty-eight years. There is nothing
to hinder you from being happy children of God, when
carefully, habitually, diligently, you read the Word of
God.  Now, after we have added Znowledge to virtue,
it is said, “and to knowledge add temperance” This
does Not mean merely to avold excess in eating aud
drinking ; all this is implied ; but it means more than
this, It means self-control, that is, to seek to keep
more and more under, all our natural, evil tendencies,
such as passion, envy, pride, the love of money, the
love of dress, the love of worldly pleasures and amuse-
ments ; to keep under idleness, to aim at all that which
glorifies God. O, beloved in Christ are we doing
this? Are we seeking to act more and more according
to this—that we have self-control over our naturai
tendencies? In curselves we are perfect weakness ;

we cannot do it, but we can cry to God that He wonla
I
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help us, and strengthen us to keep down more and
more these natural tendencies, for if we indulge them
it will prove a stumbling biock to the unconverted. If
we seek to keep under self-control, we not enly glorify
God, but strengthen the children of God, and remove
stumbling blocks.

Then to temperance we must add paiience—that grace
by which we meekly, submissively, without fretting,
complaining, and muoch less murmuring, bear the
afflictions of life. Omne says, “I am naturally impa-
tient, and i cannot help it” This is a mistake, my
brother and sister. Being tried, immediately cry to
God. He will enable thee to keep under thy impa-
tience.

The world is looking on, and by thy impatience thoa
art dishonouring and weakening the hands of thy
brothers and sisters in Christ, while, on the other hand,
thou art glorifying God by bearing the trials and afflic-
tions of life. “All” these “things work together for
good,” and out of all these difficulties and trials God
will bring blessing to thy scul. By thy impatience
thou art dishonouring God, and by patiently bearing
the trials of life thou art glorifying God.

Then to putience we are to seek to add godfiness.
Godliness—that is the grace by which we do what we
do, to the honour of God, in the sight of God, as
locking to God for help and strength, so that, more
and more, we get into this state of heart. “ Whether
we eat or drink, we do it to the glory of God” If we
have a morsel of meat, or drink of water, we do it to



BY MR. GEORGE MULLER 259

the glory of God.  Ah! this grace. O for this grace!
It is the kind of grace that the Blessed One had, wha
had it for His meat and drink, to do it to the glory of
His Father. Although we do not compare ourselves
with Christ, as if we were anything like Him, yet what
God did for Him, He is willing to do for us. He is
willing to “ strengthen us with might, by His Spirit in
the inner man.”

Then to godfiness we are to add brotherly kindness—
the love of the brethren, the children of God, not
because they are our relatives, not to love them because
they arc in the same position in life, not to love them
because they are of the same education, not because
they are of the same church to which we belong, but
to love them because they are believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The more we do this, the more we
glorify God. Al the believers in Christ should love
one another. No distinction between rich and poer,
learned and illiterate, whether they belong to us of the
same church, or to another church—we are to love
one another because we belong to Christ. Is it this
after which we aim, my beloved friends?  This is the
very reason why I came here. I love the beloved
brethren and sisters in Philip Street Baptist Chapel.,
1 love all who love the Lord Jesus Chmist, and for
seventeen years, In which I was almost always travel-
ling about in all parts of the earth—in Europe, and all
aver Burope repeatedly, in America, in Africa, in Asia,
in India, all over India rebeatedly, and in Chini nnd
Japan, and in the six colonics of Anstenlin  wherrver



260 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES

T went I preached in the Church of England, amongst
the Congregationalists, amongst the Baptists, amongst
the Methodists, among all denomimations, and I
preached provided they loved the Lord Jesus Christ
Iwould not preach in Socinian chapels, lest it should
be suppesed I did not care aboat the divinity of the
Lord Jesus Christ. [ would not preach in the Roman
Catholic churches and chapels, lest it should be sup-
posed T wus an admirer of the Pope  Wherever the
foundation of our “maost holy faith” was laid, there
I preached.

Now, let us aim increasingly, beloved brethren, after
Hus—that we love all who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

Then to this brotherly kindness we should add love,
To love thase who do not love us, to love those who
are not believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and our very
enemies, because the more we have of this love, the
inore we have of God, for it Is expressly suid that ¥ love
is of God,"” and the more we are like God, the more
we love

What will be the result of all this? We see i the
next two verses. “ For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren
ner unfruitful in the kpowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was
purged Irom his old sins”

No one will be an idler in the Church of God whe
aims at thus building up himself on his most holy faith,
He will care to win souls for Christ in one way o
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another, nor be “unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ” He will live to God's honour and
glory. * He that lacketh these things is blind.” Spin-
tual dimness of sight is the result of this, if we do not
seek “ to build up surselves on our most holy faith.”
Agam and again in our day, when persons are
brought into spiritual difficulties, they know not how
to act, because they have been so little acquainted with
God and His ways. “They do not build up them-
selves.” We should know how to act in difficulties,
and this will be the case if we seek to build up our-
selves ; and if we do not know how to act in difficul-
ties, the remedy s to aim at this—that we build up
ourselves, And another boon we nced continnally in
our day—people do not know whether their sins are
forgiven or not. How comes this, if they are believers
in Christ? Because they do not build up themselves
in their most holy faith.  They do not know how they
stand before God, and that their sins are forgiven.
" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure” Here is another
blessing—the result of building up ourselves on our
most holy faith. We know we have been called out
of the world, that we are on the road to heaven, and
when this life is cver, we shall enter into everlasting
life.  This is the result of building up ourselves. And
another blessing will result. 'We are thus " kept from
falling “—that is, a person who is seeking to build up
himself on his most holy faith will not bring disgrace
on the pame of the Lord He will not be found a
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drunkard, he will not abscond with large swns of
maney in his pocket.  None of these things occur on
the part of those who profess to be disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and build themseives up on their
most hely faith.

And one more blessing in the next verse. " For so
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.” We should desire to enter the haven
like a wessel, under full sail, enters the harhour, Do
you think of this?

It has been thousands of times my prayer that my
last days may be my best, and that I may, like a vessel
under full sail, enter the haven. O, my beloved
brethren and sisters in Christ, should this not be yet
the aim of all of you? Ask God to bring vou to this
mind, that you, in the remainder of your life, may
glorify and love God, and that at last, like o vessel
under full sail, you may enter the haven of eternal love
and blessedness. God gvant it, for Christ's sake!



“I8ehold ! what manner of Love.”

A Sermton preached al Bethesda Chapel, Great George Sireet,
Bristoly on Sunday Evering, April i1tk 1807

Beheld, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we shanld be called the sons of God: therefore the wondd
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth uet yet uppear
what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we
skall be fike Him; for we shall see Him as He is

And every man that hatk this bope in bim purifieth himself, even
as He is pure.— Fokn dii. 7-3.

BECAUSE we need again and again to be reminded of
the truth contained in these verses, God directs our
especial attention to this fittle portion by prefixing the
word, " Behold!”  As if He meant to say, " My dear
children, the whole of the revealed will of God, the
whole of the Holy Scriptures, which I put into your
hands, is of importance to be considered, to be pon-
dered, and to be read from time to time; but thete are
certain portions which, by reason of your spiritual
infirmity and by reason of the difficulties in which you
find ourselves spiritually whilst passing through this
vale of tears, you need especially to read from time to
time, you need especially to ponder from time to time;
and therefore, by reason of your weakness, [ direct
your attention to such portions.”
263
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Now, then, let us ponder, particularly ponder, the
truth contained in this little statement made in these
three verses. " Behold/”  “Look at it carefully,
ponder it, pray over it again and again, lay it to heart
yet more and more than, up to the present, you have
been deing,” our Father would say to us! “What
manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that
we should be called the sons of God” That is the
especial point to which, in the first place, our attention
is directed. 1f God had forgiven us, so that punish-
ment had net come on us on account of our numberless
transgressions, and had done no morve, this would have
been wondrous grace; but He has done far, far, FAR
more than this. And therefore it iz stated, “ What
manner of love”  The grestness of it, the exceeding
greatness of it, the peculiarity of it, that not only has
the Lord passed by our numberless transgressions, and
forgiven every one of them, so that we shall not be
dealt with according to the thousandth part of the sins
of which we have been gnilty—nay, not concerning one
single sin even, In action, in word, or in thoughi—but
that He makes us His own children, takes us into
the Heavenly Family. We, who are by nature rebels
against Him, and despise His love, and care not in the
least about Him, and manifest this entire dislike and
disregard of Ged day by day by going our own way,
doing the things which are hateful to Him——we are not
only forgiven, uot only shafl not be punished for one
single sin, out of the many ten thousands of sins of
which we have been guilty, in action, or word, or
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thought, or fecling, or desire, or inclination, but are
made His own children, taken into His family, and
that niot merely in name, but in reality. By the power
of the Holy Spirit, through belief in the Gospel, He
regenerates us, makes us a new Creation in Christ,
makes us His very own children. Not merely calls us
50, but makes us His very own children. Gives us
spiritual life, heavenly life, and thus makes us His very
own children,

That is the wondrous grace which we should ponder.
That is what God calls upon us to ponder, not to pass
by lightly, not to think little about, but to think very,
very, very much of, and never let pass out of our mind
till we at last get home to glory!  This is the “ manner
of love,” the kind of love which “the Father hath
bestowed upon us” O Lord! help us to ponder it a
thousand times more than as yet we have pondered it.
O Lord! heip us, by the power of Thy Holy Spirit, to
lay it to heart a thousand times more than as yet we
have laid it to heart ; and grant that, through the con
sideration of H, through praying over if, through
Jaying it far more abundantly to heart than we have
hitherto done, our hearts may be filled with love to
Thee and with gratitude in a way in which as yet has
not been the case! O grant it to be even so, for Jesus
Christ’s sake, we entreat Thee.

“ Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us”  Now, here is a good practical
point. “ Bestowed upon us”; and to be able to say,
“ Bestowed upon me” That is what I, by the grace
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of God, am able to say. That is what, by the grace of
God, many scores here present are able to say. But s
everyone able to say it? This 1s what I desire, this 15
what I pray that God would grant to every one here
present, that they shall each be able to say, “ Hath
bestowed on me” O how happy this would make vs,
how heavenlyaminded & would make us, how dead o
the world it would make us! And in u little degree
it would make us more Christ-like than as yet we have
been! " Bestowed upon us” That we sinners, such
as we are, rebellious sinners, as we are by nature,
should be cailed the sons of God—inore literally and
correctly the children of God, for it is a blessing be-
stowed not merely upon male believers, but on female
believers, upon il who love the Lord Jesas, and trast
in Him for the salvation of their souls! Therefore,
that we should be called the children of God. O pre-
cious! unspeakably blessed this, that we belong to the
Heavenly Family!

By nature every one of us are Just as the Jews were,
to whom the Lord Jesus said on one occasion, * Your
father 15 the devil"—" for his works you do; you act
according to his mind, you act aceording to your father
the devil” Now, this was not merely true about the
Israelites, to whom the Lord was speaking ; but it is
true regarding us, as we are not helievers in the Lord
Jesus. We may call ourselves children of God, and we
may call God our Father, but it is not true so long as
we are not trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for the
salvation of our souls: the mowment, however, we be-
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lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, however long, however
much we have lived in sin, and however varied our
sins, however great they may have been, all is forgiven,
we are regenerated through the reception of the
Gospel, born again, and verily then are the children of
God, and belong to the Heavenly Family!

Then the Holy Ghost by the Apostle adds, “ There-
fore the world knows us not because it knew Him not”
The children are not known becaunse the Father 15 not
known. As long as persons are not believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ, they do not know the children of
God as children of God!  They may know their name,
they may know their occupation, they may know where
they live, how they are dressed, and such like things
which belong to the outward man, and which belong
to this present time; but, in so far as they are the
children of God, those who themselves are unconverted
know not the believers in Jesus, and the reason is
given to us here, “ Because they kinow not the Father "
of the children. They know not God Almighty and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore they do not really
and truly know the children of God as children of Ged.
The divine life cannct be discerned by the ungodiy.

“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God ™ ; “ Beloved,
now we are the children of God,"—for the same altera-
tion is here to be made, “Now!"” This little word,
“now,” is especially to be considered, to be laid held
of, and to be greatly pondered. It means this, while
yet in the body—that is, while still in weakness, beset
with many infirmities in many regards, and very
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ignorant in that state of weakness and helnlessness in
which to 4 greater or less degree are all truc believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ—nevertheless we are children
of God; for though we are not all like John, who
wrote this Epistle, or like Paul, or like Peter, yet, not-
withstanding all our many infirmities and weaknesses
and failures and shortcomings, as assuredly as we put
our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of
our souls, we are already, even while vet in the body,
really and troly the children of God! A precious truth
is this!  And on this little word, “now,” we have to lay
hold by faith, to ponder it in our heasts again and
agam and again, and not to let it go, ner to suppose
that we only become children of God when we die, or
when the Loxd Jesus Chrigt comes again.

Nay, now already are we the children of God.  This,
as you all at once see, even the youngest of the be-
lievers, implies that we have a Father in heaven, and
that this our Father in heaven is none other than God
Almighty—the God who can do everything, to Whom
nothing is impossible.  See how precious this . Our
Father can do everything! Therefore, He 1s infinitely
wise; He is ipfinitely rich, He is infinitely mighty;
and His heart is full of infinite love o the weakest and
feeblest of the children of God. Therefore, suppose
have pain as to the body, let me go to my Heavenly
Father, and speak in all child-Bke shmplicity about it,
and ask Him, if it be for His glory and for my real
good, and profit, and blessing, that He would gra-
ciously be pleased cither to entirely remove or else 1o
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nitigate the pain, or, while it is necessary that it should
tast, that He would be pleased to sustaim wme vnder o
that [ may not be overcome by it and especiaily that
I may not fret, and complain, and murmur, but take it
out of His Yoving hand as a blessing bestowed upon
nte, which in the end must prove good for me.

If we are in family trial, we should say to curselves,
“This family tria) is not only very heavy for me to
bear, but it will prove too much if I myself have to
bearit; 1 will commit the matter into the hands of my
Heavenly Father, and ask Him that He would be
graciously pleased to remove the trial, if it be for His
honour and glory and for my real hlessing” He is
able to do it, for He can do everything, and He has
proved the depth of His love in not sparing His only-
begotten Son, but delivering Him up for us all,

Then, again, persons in places, or in businesses, or
carrying on a profession, find difficulties connected with
their trade, connected with their business, connected
with their prolession. Now, the great poiat is not te
carty the burden ourselves, but to cast it upon the
Lord,  He is willing to sustain us, willing to help us;
and, in doing so, we pass peacefully and guietly
through bfe, we are not inclined to fret, to complain,
to murmur, and to be dissatisfied with the dealings
of God with us, if we cast the burden upon Him, and
not attempt to carry it ourselves. And this is just
what we should do; and this is just one of the many
reasons why it is stated here by the Holy Spirit, " Now
are we the children of God "—that is, while yet in the
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body, while yet surrounded by trial and difficulty.
while yet finding that conflict is more or less our lot
G this Hitle precious word, “NOW." It contaims a
vast deal of deeply instructive, instructing truth.

Again, we have now the spiritual conflict, our natural
evil tendencies still are in us, though we are re-
generated, The old nature is not removed ; the old
nature remains in us, just as it was before cur faith in
the Lord Jesns Christ. It is 1rue we are regenetated,
we are born againj it is true we have spiritual life—
but 1t is also true that the old nature is not dcad ; the
old nature stifl is in us, and can only be kept down by
prayer and meditation and pondering the Word of
God, and exercising faith continuaily. And therefore
when trials come with regard to the old, evil, corrupt
rature i vy, we should spread the matter m all sim-
plicity before God, and say, “ My Heavenly Father, I
bazve no strength in myself; but there is almighpy
power with Thee, and Thine heart is full of love to
me, and Thoy hast proved Thy wondrous love to me
by bringing me to Jesus, and by giving Jesus for me,
a poot, miserable, guilty sinner. Now help me 1 this
my spisitual conflict. O let me not be overpowered by
this subtlety of the devil, and on account of my spiri-
tual weakness. O help me! help me? help me)”
What shall we find? The Lord is willing tc help ns!
The Lord is willing to help us!!

I assurc my young brethren and sisters in Christ
how e has helped we, now for seventy-one years and
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five months, times without number, and particalarly ot
the beginning of the divive Ife in me. On account of
the evil habits that I had contracted as an unconverted
young man, the ungodly way in which T had been
living up to the end of the twentieth year of my life, |
found it extremely difficull, though really a child of
God and though hating sin and loving holiness, to
overcome those evil tendencies which I had contracted.

The appearance was, “ C, it will never be dificrent,
and my prayer will never be answered” Bat by the
grace of God I have rolled my burden on Him, and
come to Him again and again. Thus by little and
little it came abour—and i was by little and kitle
only ; it took some time-—that these natural evil ten-
dencies were cvercome, and God helped me. I men-
Lion this particularly for the comfort and encourage-
ment of young, recently-converted believers in Christ
not to despair, but to expect help from God, for He 15
ahle and willing to help them. Never, never, so long
as we go to the Lord in our weakness and helplessuess,
shall we be overpowered ; and just because we are the
children of God now, therefore the glory will be our
portion at last,

Tt is not that we become children of God when this
life is over; nay, while we are yct in the body. while
we are yet here on earth, while we are yet in great
weakness and helplessness and in great ignorance con-
cerning many things, and while the devil has nower
over us, while he is not yet cast into the bottomless
pit——even now we are the children of God, and shall
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have help from God just as we need. O how com-
forting s this word  Therefore let us continually
ponder it, and not lose sight of it.

“ Beloved now "—in weakness; “now,” while the
devil has yet so much power; “now,” while in such
great ignorance—!" are we the children of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be” Though we
are now children of God, and, as such, have many
privileges and may go continually fo God for counsel,
for advice, for help, for strength, for deliverance out of
difficulties, for being supplied temporally and spiri-
tually according to our need, yet with all this, great
as the privileges are which already we enjoy, they are
but little in comparison with what we shall have here-
after. Therefore, we have to ponder aiso this, that
while, on one hand, this word  now ” should never be
fost sight of, yet on the other hand we should not
forget what is written here, “ It doth not yet appear
what we shall he”

And what is 1t that will appear hereafter? What
is it that 1, poor, worthless worm that I am, shall have
hereafter? What is it that I, an ignorant one, shall
know hereafter? 'What is it that in me, a weak one,
and an eming one, and a falling one, shall ba found
hereafter? O this is a deeply important thought "It
Joth not yet appear what we shall be "t is po¥ yet
manifested what we shall be. O how will it be as to
the body? How will it be as to the soul? How will
it be as to our knowledge? How will it be as to our
spiritual power? How will it be as to our service for
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the Lord? O how will it be in every way? An
eternal blessing shall be granted to us, henceforth, for
ever!

“ It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is” When Jesus
shall appear we shall be like Him—like Him as to His
glorified body, which He has had since His resurrec-
tior. Now, any of us who are often in pain as to the
body, or finding their weakness and infirmity ever re-
minding them of their not yet being at home, and not
yet haviag obtained the glorified body, O how precious
the consideration that there is a day coming when
there will not be found the least particle of uneasiness,
nor of pain and suffering and weakness and helpless-
ness, for we shall have a glorified body, exactly such a
bedy as the Lord Jesus Christ has had since His own
resurrection. A precious, bright, glorious prospect s
this!

And in this body, because it will be such a bedy as
the Lord Jesus Chnst has had since His resurrection,
we shall know nothing of weariness. At present, we
may be able joyfully and gladly to work eight, ten, or
twelve hours, sometimes fourteen, or even sixteen hours
a day, but at last the weakness comes by reason of vel
being in the body of humiliation, and net in the glori-
fied body. But, then, there will be four and twenty
hours’ work heteafter, and the next day the same, and
the next day the same; and thus seven times four
and twenty hours every week the ability to work; and

K
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thirty days every month the whole day able to work.
And thus it will go on, month after month, year after
year, ooe hundred years after the other, one thousand
years after the other, one million years after the other,
and so throughont eternity.  Work, work, work! Con-
stant work to the glory of God in this our glorified
body! O what bright, blessed, glorious prospects ate
these, if the heart enter into them. O how we aze glad-
dened by the consideration of working throughout
eternity for God without the least particle of weak-
ness, weariness, and suffering !

But this is only one part of it. The other part is
this. We shall be perfectly holy as the Lord Jesus
Christ was during the thirty-three years and a half
that He was on earth! Never a particle of wrong
found i anything that He did, never a particle con-
trary to the mind of God in anything that He said;
never a particle found in all His thoughts, in all His
desires, in all His wishes, contrary to the mind of God.
Perfectly in conformity to the mind of Geod every-
thing was found during the whole time thal the blessed
Suviour was here on earth!  And thus it will be with
us. We weak ones, Teeble ones, shall not he always
weak cones, feeble ones, but holy ones; spotless ones,
pure ones, lovely ones. Yes, lovely ones! O how
lovely! Because the comeliness of Christ is put on
us! O how precious these words are; and O, if we
bore them more in mind, if we entered into them, how |
the heart would be full of peace and joy all the day
long and every day.
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Mow, 1t 15 on account of this that the staternent 1w
made, “ It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but
we know that, when He shall appear, we shail e like
Him” We shall be like Him! Notice the reason
why! “We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He ts!/ " More correctly, “ For we shall see Him
evan as He is” That is, we shall perfectly kmow the
Lord }esus Christ in all His work and all His offices,
not merely know Him as our Judge. In that way the
ungodly will have to become acquainted with Him.
Every human being, if they are not believers in Christ,
will know Him as their Judge, but we shall know Him
as our Saviour, as our Brother, us our Friend, as our
Husband, as our Bridegrocm.

In every one of the offices which He sustains for the
benefit of the Church of God we shall know Him ;
and, just in proportion as we know the Lord now, we
are conformed to Him, we become more and more like
Him, cven wlile we are yet m the body. The more
acquainted we are with the Lord Jesus Christ, the
more are we like Himi; and then in the glory we shall
koow perfectly that Blessed One, and we shell per-
fectly be like Him! What a hright and blessed pros-
pect this is!  Se that not only without weakness and
weariness, pain and suffering, will our service be
throughout all eternity, but completely according to
the mind of God, completely in the same spirit in
. which the Lord Jesus Christ was working while in the
body here on earth! Precious, bright, glorious pros-
pects are curs! It is Just because the world is so
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ignorant, so completely ignorant, about 23 e glorlous
things which are the portion of the believer in Christ
that they care not about the things of God; for wese
it known what really is the blessed position and por-
tion of a child of God, everybody would seck to know
Him, everybody would care about Han, everybody
would believe on Him.

Now the last paint, “ And every man that hath this
hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure”
First of all, ag to the somewhat more correct literal
meaning, “ Every man”—that is, " everyone "—" that
hath this hope in Him” The meaning is not, “ Has
this hope in bimself.” That is not the meaning of it;
but “has this hope regarding the Lord Jesus Christ,”
that, through faith in Him, he will be perfectly like
Christ in heaven. “Everyone that hath this hope in
Him, or regarding Him, purifieth himself, even as He
is pure” That is, as in every way truth has the ten-
dency to increase holiness, so here we repeat again the
statement.  Whosoever has this hope regarding the
L.ord Jesus, to be made like Tim in body and soul;
everyone who has this hope regarding Him purihieth
himself. It has a tendency to make us increasingly
holy, for just as we become acquainted with Christ,
and see what God has given ys in Him, the more we
kaow of this cleazly, distinctly, minutely, and the more
fully is holiness increased in us so that we shall be
satisficd with nothing short of this, that we may -on-
#inually become mere and more Christ-like.

We do not attain to it to the full while we are in
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the body; vet this will be our aim more and more,
more alid more, more and more to be like Christ 'We
are pot satished with this, that we have power over our
natural, gross sins; we are not satisfled with this, but
anly that in spirkt, in mind, more and more, we are Christ.
like, gentle and loving. O how increasingly we seek
to attain to this; earnestly desiring it more and
more; I every way seeking to become Ike Christ
And though to the Tull it will never be attained to while
in the kody, yet it 15 impossible to say to what a
degree we may, even while in the body, become Christ-
like.

Mow, let this be the greal lesson that we leam this
evening, that because we are now already children of
God, blessing, wonderful blessing, is to be obtainad
from cur Heavenly Father ; and that, by reason of the
prospect we have belore us, it is impossible to say to
what a degree we may not become Christ-like. Now,
will you who are not believers in Christ always con-
tinue in the way in which you have been going on
hitherto?  Shall there be no alteration? 1f you con-
tinve oo the broad way, final destruction will be your
portion! Do you long to spend a happy eternity
together with the Lord in heaven? O what delight
it wili be to many at the last to see not one of all whe
are preserd here lackmg in heaven!

This is a personal interest I have in your spiritual
welfare, and ocut of love to your soul, that I long to
meet you in heaven; and O how it would increase our
joy and delight in heaven at last to find not one
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lacling, to find that this our Litle meditation on the
evening of the 11th of April, 18g7, was not in vain
O how precious to find it thus at the last! And now,
15 there anyone present who says, “ T will yet have the
werld; 1 will yet seck o enjoy the world? ™ You will
not he happy by this delermination ; be guite sure of
that. O I tried your ways for twenty years and five
weeks, and alt that ever I got was disappointment
and increased guilt on the conscience. But when 1
found Jesus there came real happiness. O such hap-
piness as I cannot describe,  That was in the be-
ginning of November, 1823, and I have felt it ever
since—only with this difference, that the happiness
increased more and more, more and more,

And that is what God is willing to give to you; for
I suppese there is nol a greater sinner here present
than 1 was, though but twenty years of age, yet God
bestowed this wondrous blessing on me; and what He
did for me, and what He did for Paul, and what He
did for other sinners, He is willing to do for anyone
else.

Therefore, O let it be Christ whom you choase, and
not the world any longer; for the world never will
prove real, but, if continued in, will bring dammation,
and only damnation. God grant His blessing, lor
Jesus Christ’s sake.
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