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PROLOGUE 

TH IS is no book of theology, nor does its
author aspire to be a theologian. 

It represents the result of a diligent study of 
what the Bible says (and in particula'T of what 
Christ has said) on a subject of surpassing import
ance to the thoughtful reader. 

The thenie is that of the Holy Spirit of God 
in the world of men. Since His descent on the 
Day of Pentecost He has been the supreme fact 
and factor of the Dispensation then inaugurated, 
which continues to this day. 

The present Day of Grace is the Dispensation 
of the Holy Ghost. As surely as God the Son 
lived among men and completed His work so 
swrely the Holy Spirit is in the world to-day ful
filling His work "until He be taken out of the 
way." 

That work is a new thing on earth. It is the 
complement of the work of Christ preceding it. 
It is a strange and wondrous work. It is glorious 
in the eyes of God though utterly unperceived by 
men. " For the natural man receiveth not the_ 
things of the Spirit of God for they are foolish
ness unto him; neither can he know them because 
tJhey are spiritually discerned.. \But he that is 
spiritual discerneth all things." 



To the spirilua.l rnind the things of which this 
book treats will evoke a 1esponse which, it is hoped, 
will be fruitful both to hini who Teads and to others 
through hi111. For " out of him shall fiow rivers 
of living water. This spahe Jesus of the Spirit." 

The book falls nat·urally into two parts. Part I 
is mainly concerned with the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the individual believer: The Spirit and 
the Saint. For each saved sinner is in his very 
body a Temple of the Holy Ghost. He is, 01

should be, a Spirit-filled 1nan manifesting God in 
the 1nidst of a godless world. 

Part I I tells the story of the Church of God: 
The Spirit and the Saints, " builded together /01 
an habitation of God through the Spirit." This is 
the niain concern of the Holy Ghost among men. 
His ·worh with the ind-ividual is intimately 
associated with His fanning of the Ch1trch. The 
Saint is always contemplated as one of the Saints 
and one with theni. The word is never ·used in the 
singular number in S cript,ure. 

Those who walk in the Spirit most certainly 
·will not walh alone. God never recognizes free
lance Christianity. One coal does not make a
fire and ·will not retain its heat alone. Its glow
is bright only as it maintains contact with other
glowing coals. It is the corporate testimony of
the Church of God that is destined to triumph.
Hence the importance of the later chapters of this
book, •which shall constitute the author's apology
for reprinting them from the pages of a former
work.
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PART I 

The Spirit and the Saint 

ff The Comforter, which is the Hol'Y Ghost" 

CHAPTER 1. The Uppe1 Room. 

CHAPTER 2. The P1omise of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER 3. The Co1ning of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER 4. The F1uit of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER 5. The Giiidance of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER 6. The Fellowship of the Spi-ril. 

CHAPTER 7. The Gifts of the Spirit. 



THE UPPER ROOM 

" A large upper room, furnished 

. . . . . .  there make Teady." (Luke 22 : 12) 

IT was a large upper room furnished. Its 
o\vner is unnamed and unknown. Yet that room 
is perhaps the most famous in history. It was 
freely placed at the disposal of the Master, who 
begged its use that last evening of His earthly 
life. 

Both house and owner ,vere unknown to the 
disciples, ,vho required a sign to identify him 
to whom they were to apply. He was indeed 
a secret disciple known only (and yet how in
timately) to the Lord. He \\'as not even invited 
to share the feast spread in his house. Yet who 
can doubt that the Lord who did not own the 
house ( nor wished to) nevertheless owned its 
owner? He must have been among the number 
of " His own which were in the world " as were 
Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus and many 
another. 

As surely as the lad who gave his loaves and 
fishes, and the man who sent his ass to carry our 

II 
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Lord in triumph, and Joseph, \vho later supplied 
His tomb, so this man ,vith the waterpot, who 
freely gave his room, served his Master as oppor
tunity offered and did not serve in vain. They 
ministered to Him of their substance who could 
perhaps minister in no other way. Such 
ministry, even though it be but a cup of cold 
water, shall in no wise lose its reward. 

So in that Upper Room they gathered" when 
the hour was come." For the hour had come, 
the hour so long awaited, " the fulness of time.," 
the most fateful hour in human history, the hour 
when the Son of Man should be glorified. It 
was the hour that closed His public ministry in 
which His glory had been veiled from the eyes 
of His unbelieving Nation. " He departed and 
hid himself from them" not to appear again 
until they gazed upon Him hanging in shame 
between two thieves. 

It was the hour that introduced Calvary in all 
its shame and agony and mystery. 

This hour began in the Upper Room. They 
sat down with the shadow of the Cross upon 
them and their hearts were troubled. Why had 
He gathered them there? Ostensibly it was to 
" eat the Passover " with them, but actually it 
was for a far deeper reason. It \Vas in order 
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that He might teach that inner circle of His own 
things He could not teach the world, things it 
was essential they should know and understand 
in view of His approaching departure from the 
world-things which it is equally essential 
should be known by all His own for all time. 

What things are these? 
They are the things concerning the coming 

of The Comforter which is the Holy Ghost. This 
was the theme of the Upper Room and this its 
meaning and message to all disciples since. 

But things must happen to that inner circle 
before they could be taught; things the very 
happening of which should convey their message 
to them and to us. 

First the circle must be Cleansed. For they 
had sat down with unwashed feet. 

The water pot had been there in readiness, 
but no servant was there to do this menial service 
and none of the disciples· ( occupied as they were 
at that very time with considerations of prece
dence) was willing to humble himself to do so. 

Yet it must be done or they would have no 
part or lot with their Lord who was holy, harm
less and undefiled. His feet were not submitted 
to that ceremonial cleansing for they needed it 
not, but their's must be washed, and He-
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kno,ving He had come fron1 God and \vent to 
God-cleansed them. He, their Lord and 
Master, took upon Him the form of a servant 
in order that they might be " clean every \Vhit " 
and fit to sit with Him at meat. 

It is only cleansed vessels that can know the 
filling of the Holy Ghost, and it was of this He 
\Vas to talk with them that night. 

But more needed to be done. 
The circle must �e Purged. 
There was one sitting among them \vho ought 

not to be there at all. One into whom no I-Ioly 
Spirit could ever enter since Satan had claimed 
him and was that night to fill his heart. So 
Judas the betrayer went out into the darkness. 
" And it ,vas night." It is terribly possible to 
be numbered with the very apostles and yet be 
none of His, and such there have always been, 
men who " went out from us bee a use they ,,·ere 
not of us." 

And the circle must be Reminded. 
It must be with them as it had been ,vith

Israel long centuries ago in Egypt. Before the 
Pillar of Cloud could lead them the Lamb must 
redeem them. Before Pentecost must come 
Calvary. Before He told them of the Comforter 
He must point them to His Cross. 
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And so He spread the Feast of Bread and 
Wine-" In remembrance of Me " said He, and 
the shadow of the Cross \vas upon the Table. 
For there can be no life in the Spirit save. by 
the way of death. The corn of \Vheat must fall 
into the ground and die if it would bring forth 
fruit. He must go away, and that going away 
must be by way of the Cross-and then the 
Comforter and much fruit! 

Thus it must be with Him and thus with us. 
All spiritual experience of life and fruit and 
guidance and fellowship of the Spirit are the 
direct outcome of Calvary. It is those who are 
baptised into His death ,vho share in the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. It is those ,vho can say 
truly " I have been crucified ,vith Christ," ,vho 
can add the triumphant words " nevertheless I 
live! " It is those and only those ,vho are 
buried ,vith Him who are raised ,vith Him to 
walk in newness of life. 

So they took the bread and drank of the cup 
in that Upper Room, and then, cleansed and 
purged and reminded, they listened while their 
I .1ord and Master unveiled to their ,vondering 
minds the mystery and po,ver and glory of the 
life that lay before them when the Comforter, 
,vhich is the Holy Ghost, should come. 





THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT 

"If I depart, I wz1l send the 

Comforter unto you." (John 16: 7) 

THE fourteenth; fifteenth and sixteenth
chapters of the Gospel of John contain for us a
record of our Lord's teaching on His last night
on earth, the night on which He was betrayed.
It differs radically from the public utterances of
His three year's ministry \vithout being in con
flict with them. For it is addressed to a different
audience and on a very different occasion. The
Kingdom of Heaven which He had proclaimed
and expounded to His nation had been rejected
by them and the King Himself was about to
suffer at their hands. His last message had
been given them. He had wept copious tears
over their doomed city and had withdrawn sadly
from them into the privacy of the circle of the
men whom the Father had given Him out of the
world-" His own which were in the world." 

To these, in the quiet of the Upper Room, our
Lord now spoke new words, unveiling ne,v
truths strange and foreign to their ears, yet17 
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which were in fact the climax and consummation 
of all His earthly ministry and its explanation 
and key. They knew He was about to leave 
them, but they knew not why. All was dark 
and ominous and their hearts were troubled and 
afraid. They were to be bereft-orphans
comf ortless. He for whom they had left all 
,vas to leave them, and to leave them in a hostile 
world, a weak and feeble company without a 
guide, like a rudderless craft with no pilot on 
an unknown stormy sea. The Kingdom of 
Heaven, whose coming they had proclaimed 
with such confidence, accompanied by mirac
ulous signs, was not now to come, and the King 
was to die. And they, disillusioned and dis
credited-,vhat should they do when He had 
gone? The prospect was dark indeed. 

To such a perplexed, discouraged and dis
heartened con1pany, our Lord spoke the words 
recorded in the chapters nan1ed. 

They contained the explanation of His leaving 
them, the purpose of His going to the Father, 
the secret of the mystery about to be revealed to 
them, the character of the new age about to 
open, the dispensation of the Spirit. The 
solution of all their problems lay here in the 
promise of " the Co1nforter ,vhich is the Holy 
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Ghost." Ho\v wonderful a name, the Comforter! 
Ho\v glorious, sufficient and strong a ,vord ! 

" The Fortifier" who strengthens the weak 
hands and confirms the feeble knees. He 
strengthens our hearts, He stands by us and for 
us, "the paraclete" from the Father-the 
Spirit of Truth ,vhich proceedeth from the 
Father," Whom" (said Jesus)" I will send unto 
you, Whom the Father \Vill send in my name "; 
God's gift to them at Christ's request. The 
complement of Calvary, \vithout whose coming 
there could be no fruition to the death of Christ. 
For Jesus had finished the work God gave Him 
to do. The corn of wheat had fall en into the 
ground and died. It was for the Holy Ghost 
to effect the harvest. 

So Jesus told them He \vould come and that 
they \Vere to tarry till He came. It ,:vould be a 
definite coming, as sure and as sudden as His 
own coming at Bethlehem. And His coming 
,vould signalize the beginning of a ne\v age, " the 
dispensation of the Spirit." They \Vere to " wait 
for the promise of the Father." Here \Vas some
thing to expect, to hope for, a promise unfolded 
and explained by our Lord in its meaning and 
purpose in a number of all-important statements 
set forth in these chapters. Let us consider 
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some of these in the order in which they are 
recorded. 
(1) "He shal,l be in you." The first reference
is in John 14, 16-17, and lays emphasis on the
truth that the coming of the Holy Spirit was for
the purpose of dwelling in the believer and abid
ing with Him forever, a personal and permanent
abiding and indwelling. In former dispensa
tions, He had come upon men from time to time
for the achievement of a specific work. Now
He was to take up His abode in them and make
them His permanent dwelling place. Hence
£ orth they might " grieve the Holy Spirit
whereby they were sealed," but they could never
grieve Him away. No longer need men pray
as David did, " Take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me," for, said Jesus, " He will abide with you for
ever."

This abiding is both individual and collective. 
Each believer is indwelt by and may be filled 
with the Spirit. " Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you? " (I Cor. 6, 19) said Paul to the Christians 
of Corinth, some of whom had sadly for gotten 
this fact. His province is to indwell each believer 
( and " if any man have not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of His ") in order that He may 
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control, direct and impel him, having undisputed 
sway over every part, mental and physical. 
When this control is complete, then and only 
then can a man be said to be " filled with the 
Spirit." 

And His abiding is collective also, for the 
Holy Spirit of God finds His dwelling in the 
people of God generally, in the whole Church 
of God. This is clearly stated in Eph. 2, 21-22, 
"In whom" (i.e., in Christ) "all the building 
fitly framed together groweth into an Holy 
Temple in the Lord in whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit." Thus the home of the Holy Spirit on 
this earth, from the day He visited it at Pentecost 
till the day when Christ returns for His people, 
is the Church of God, and wherever the presence 
of that Church is demonstrated in the coming 
together of true believers, there also the presence 
of the Holy Spirit is manifested by His working 
and power. This is the first great truth our 
Lord taught concerning the Comforter and His 

. 

COffilng. 

(2) "He shall teach you all things" (John 14,
26). The disciples had sat daily at the feet of
Jesus and had listened as He spake as never man
spake. Were they never to hear more from His
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lips? And ho\v should they recall the things 
they had heard? They need not be troubled, 
for that same Comforter, the Holy Ghost whom 
the Father would send, should be sent "in 
Christ's name," that is, in His place and stead 
so that the teaching might not cease and that 
what Jesus had taught might never be lost. So 
He would both bring to their remembrance ,vhat 
they had heard and amplify it with fuller teach
ing for which they were not yet prepared. In 
this manner we have given us the priceless 
treasure of the New Testament Scriptures which 
constitute the fulfilment of the promise. For 
the Gospels contain the inspired record of the 
things Jesus had said crystallised for permanent 
remembrance, and the Epistles the further teach
ing of the Holy Ghost, amplifying and com
pleting " the faith once delivered unto the 
Saints." To this " Faith " so delivered nothing 
has been successfully added to the present day 
nor ever will be. Every doctrine sought to be 
imposed upon Apostolic teaching has only 
proved divisive of the Church of God. It is 
still true that though many false prophets have 
gone out into the world, " the sheep did not 
hear them." 
(3) "He shall testify of Me" (John 15, 26).
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The first and foremost province of the Holy 
Spirit on His coming into the ,vorld was to bear

witness to Christ. That witness which began 
\Vith the Scriptures (" they are they which testify 
of Me "), and was borne by John the Baptist 
and confirmed by the works of Jesus (" the works 
that I do bear witness of Me ") was now to be 
taken up by the Holy Ghost and by the Apostles 
speaking in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power. 

This witness began the very hour He came 
at Pentecost. "With great power gave the 
Apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus." "We are His witnesses of these things," 
said Peter, "and so is also the Holy Ghost." 

" He shall testify of Me " is to-day true, and that 
in a ,vorld-vvide sense. Wherever Christ is 
preached there are always evidences of some
thing supernatural in the preaching. This 
perhaps explains why Calvary is the most arrest
ing story ever told, both to those who have never 
previously heard it as well as to those who are 
fa1niliar with its every detail. The hall-mark of 
a spiritual ministry is that it exalts Christ. 
(4) "He shall Convict the World" (John 16,
8-11 ). The witness that the Holy Spirit should
give concerning Christ would prove effective
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among men, for He would not only testify but 
His testimony would convince the world. This 
has been abundantly demonstrated in every age. 
There is nothing so convicting as the Gospel 
preached in the power of the Spirit. At its first 
preaching at Pentecost, men who had been able 
to laugh in the face of the dying Christ were 
pricked in their hearts with a deep conviction 
and concern when the Holy Ghost spoke through 
Peter. 

This conviction is progressive in character in 
a threefold direction. 
(a) He convicts of Sin. Men may resist ethical
appeals, successfully opposing argument with
counter-argument, but the preaching of Christ
to a Christ-rejecting world convinces them of
sin "because they believe not in Him." Their
unbelief in the Holy Son of God is unanswerable
proof of the sin of their hearts. It is the province
of the Holy Spirit to produce in men this con
viction, and this He does effectively. Alas, it
is possible, as Stephen declared, to resist the
Holy Ghost, but whether yielding or resisting,
men know themselves sinners when the Holy
Ghost speaks.
(b) He convicts of Righteousness. As the
rejection and crucifixion of Christ is the ground
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on which the Spirit convicts of sin, so the resur
rection and ascension to the Father is the basis 
upon which He leads the convicted sinner to a 
knowledge of righteousness. For Christ risen 
and ascended is the end of the law for righteous
ness to every one that believeth, and the 
assurance and conviction of this is the work of 
the Spirit. Thus, seeing himself justified by 
faith, the believer enters into peace with God. 
(c) And He convicts of Judgment. Not, as
so often misquoted, of " Judgment to come "
but of judgment now. "For now is the judg
ment of this world, now shall the prince of this
world be cast out," said Christ. The whole
course of this world was utterly and finally
condemned by its rejection and crucifixion of
the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit convinces
the believer that this is so and leads him to
renounce the world for Christ. " Who is he
that overcometh the world but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of God? " It is certain
that just in so far as the believer is indwelt and
filled and led by the Spirit, he renounces the
world and "all that is in the world." He goes
forth unto his Lord without the camp, bearing
His reproach, and does so glad I y.

Such is the convicting work of the Holy Ghost 
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among men. "He shall convict the world." 
(5) "He will guide you into all truth,, (John
16, 12-13). There are "many things " our Lord
would teach us that cannot be learned at once.
"Take my yoke and learn of Me" is His method,
and so the sinner, convicted, justified and sep
arated from this present evil world enters the
school of Christ, and the Holy Spirit becomes
his teacher. He needs not any other, for the
anointing of the Holy Ghost teaches him of all
things (I John 2, 27). Thus, step by step, the
child of God is guided into all the Truth just
so far as he is willing to follow. He becomes a
Spirit-taught man. As he continues in Christ's
Word he knows the truth and the truth makes
him free. He becomes familiar with the mind
of Christ. He develops a spiritual instinct for
the truth; he becomes "quick of scent in the
fear of the Lord," so that he is able to try the
spirits, whither they be of God. It is a wonder
ful and blessed fact, a constant experience of
the guidance of the spirit deeper and deeper into
the truth of God. He takes the things of Christ
and reveals them to the Christian, making Christ
ever more and more precious to his heart.

And more than this : -
(6) "He will shew you things to co1ne" (John
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16, 13). "Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him, but God hath revealed them unto us 
by His Spirit." It is the province of the Spirit to 
point the believer forward to the world to come, 
the glory that shall be revealed, and, above all, 
to " that blessed hope and the appearing in glory 
of our Great God and Saviour Jesus Christ." It 
is only as the Spirit abides unhindered in us that 
this hope glo,vs clear and bright. There is 
nothing concerning which unspiritual men are 
more blind and stubborn than the teaching of 
Scripture concerning the coming again of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is Spirit-taught truth 
and can be apprehended only by spiritual men. 
(7) "He shall glorify Me" (John 16, 14).
This is the last and greatest statement of our
Lord concerning the Work of the Comforter.
It is the climax and goal of all His activities in
the world and in the believer. It is to magnify
Christ in all His manifold excellencies, to exalt
Him that in all things He might have the pre
eminence. As it pleased the Father that in Him
should all fulness dwell, so it is the province of
the Spirit to unfold that f ulness to the adoring
eyes of His people so that, as ,vhen Isaiah sa,v
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His glory and when John.at Patmos saw Him, 
we might fall at His feet in wonder and worship. 
Thus it comes about that the central theme of 
the New Testament is Christ. Here the Spirit 
fulfils His promise and glorifies the Son of God 
in all His wondrous attributes. 

He shews us the moral glory of Christ in the 
Gospel records. 

He unfolds the perfect work of Christ in the 
Epistle to the Romans. 

He points to Him seated at the Right hand of 
God in Heavenly places (and we with Him) in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians. 

He unveils the glory of His High Priesthood 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

He tells of His coming in the clouds of Heaven 
with great glory in the Epistles to the Thessa
lonians. 

He describes His infinite preciousness to the 
believer in the Epistles of Peter. 

And He reveals Him in the midst of the 
Throne, the centre and object of the praises of 
Heaven in the Book of Revelation. 

He takes all these things and more and shews 
them unto us and we behold His glory, the glory 
as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 



THE co,MING OF THE SPIRIT 

" And they were all amazed . . . . . . . . .

saying . . .' What meaneth this?',, (Acts 2: 12) 

THERE are three events of supreme import
ance in the history of mankind in his relation
to God. The first was the coming into the world
of God the Father for the purpose of man's
creation, the second the coming of God the
Son for his redemption, and the third the coming
of God the Spirit for his regeneration. 

The ushering in of the Dispensation of the
Spirit was accompanied by a series of manifesta
tions of His presence and power hitherto
unknown in the world. 

In other ages He had wrought through men
and spoken by them " as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost," but never in manner or
measure as on this supreme occasion. 

It began with the birth of the Forerunner, the
last and greatest of the Old Testament prophets.
John was filled with the Holy Ghost even from
his mother's womb. His parents shared this
filling. We read, "Elizabeth was filled with the

29 
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Holy Ghost," and again, " Zacharias was filled 
with the Holy Ghost." Both mother and father 
spirit-filled! In his subsequent ministry, John 
displayed all the marks of an Old Testament 
filling with the Holy Ghost in a superlative 
degree. The same challenge to his nation, the 
same call to repentance, the same prophetic 
preaching as the word of the Lord came to him. 
There had not indeed risen a greater than he 
among all the prophets of Israel. Yet John was 
not in the Kingdom, and " he that is least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he." For 
John preached of the Kingdom as at hand. He 
stood upon its verge as Moses on Pisgah, but 
like Moses he could not enter. It was because 
the Spirit was not yet given and Jesus not yet 
glorified. 

He prophesied of a baptism of the Holy Ghost 
of which he never partook. It ,vas something 
yet to come though very nigh at hand. Then 
came a still more wondrous manifestation of 
the Spirit in the Birth of Jesus Christ. Here 
was something radically different from his 
manifestation in John. The same Angel Gabriel 
who spoke of John spoke thus concerning Jesus : 
"The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; 
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therefore that Holy Thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God " (Luke 1, 
35). 

A third n1anifestation occurred at His
Baptism. 

John had been forewarned of this, "Upon 
,vhom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and 
remaining on Him th� same is He which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost " (John 1, 33). 

This is what John actually saw as he stood 
,vith our Lord in Jordan, " The Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon 
Him." It �,as His anointing for His threefold 
office of Prophet, Priest and King. "God 
anointed Jesus \Vith the Holy Ghost and with 
power " (Acts 10, 38). 

Thenceforth He manifested the po,ver and 
presence of the Spirit in all His \Vords and 
,vorks. He Himself publicly claimed this to be 
so; "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me" ,vas 
His first pronouncement in the synagogue at 
Nazareth. Even His death on Calvary ,vas the 
work of the same Holy Spirit when He " through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 
unto God" (Heb. 9, 14). 

Yet all these n1anifestations of the Spirit in 
John the Baptist .and in the Birth, Baptism, 
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Ministry and Death of our Lord were but pre
liminary and preparatory to the supreme event 
of His coming among men for their regeneration 
and santification. For this event the risen Lord 
bade His disciples tarry in Jerusalem. For as 
His own baptism had been the necessary antece
dent to His life and ministry, so the baptism of 
His Church must precede and equip it for its 
world wide witness. 

Then came Pentecost. It was designedly at 
the Feast of the First-fruits that the beginning 
of the harvest of Calvary was reaped. 

It was the first day of the week, the day fitly 
honoured in remembrance both of the Lord's 
rising arid the Spirit's descent. 

It was the birthday of the Church of God, 
that mystery, hidden from the ages past, but now 
to be revealed. 

It was as dramatic a coming as it was unique. 
I ts external evidences were to the senses of 

sound and sight. They heard and saw Him 
come--a mighty rushing wind and tongues of 
fire gave double attestation to His descent into 
their midst. That wind to which our Lord 
likened the Spirit's moving among men: "the 
\Vind bloweth ,vhere it listeth ... so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit." The same \Vind 
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that moved upon the waters at Creation came 
in rushing resistless power upon the apostles in 
that upper room at Pentecost. They heard the 
sound from Heaven. 

And they saw the tongues of fire-an awe
inspiring sight indeed. It was such a sight as 
Moses saw at the Bush and Elijah on Mount 
Carmel. It was the same fire that Ezekiel saw 
in vision by the waters of Babylon. It was this 
same fire. that glowed from the pillar of cloud 
in the wilderness. It was our God who is " a 
consuming fire." 

And He who came as \Vind and fire filled all 
upon whom He came, as a well is filled to over
flowing with ,vater from a living spring. " The 
water that I shall give him," said Jesus, " shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into ever
lasting life." Wind and fire and water-the 
three potent pervading elements in the earth 
betokening the threefold manifestation of the 
Spirit of God in the world. 

But the well-spring overflowed into a water
course. Rivers of living water flowed at Pente
cost. " They began to speak." The Holy 
Ghost burst forth as a river in spate, breaking 
all bounds. No simile could be more apt to 
describe the scene. Hitherto concealed at 
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prayer behind closed doors, they now came forth 
abroad with their mouths full of praises at the 
wonderful works of God, such praises as drew 
the whole city round them. If, as is probable, 
the concourse gathered in the great Temple 
area, it was a wonderful and almost literal fulfil
ment of Ezekiel's great vision of the river of 
,vater emerging from the Temple, a rushing, 
ever-expanding stream till it became" waters to 
swim in." All restraints were swept away by its 
flood. They were overwhelmed with praise and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. Their exuberance was 
such as actually to be mistaken for the shouts 
of drunken revellers. It was an astonishing 
1nanif estation indeed. Well might the populace 
cry, "What meaneth this? "as they heard them 
speak with other tongues! A reversal of Babel, 
where one tongue became many and the human 
race was scattered, now many tongues become as 
one, to draw all men to Christ. 

And so Joel's prophesy was at last fulfilled 
and the Spirit had been poured out upon all 
flesh without discrimination, so that whosoever 
should call upon the name of the Lord might be 
saved. A ne,v era had beg.un atnong men, the 
dispensation of the Holy Ghost. God ,vho had 
" sent forth His Son " had now " sent forth the 
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Spirit of His Son" (Gal. 4, 6). The Comforter, 

which is the Holy Ghost, had come. 
Apart from the stirring and even dramatic 

circumstances of the day of Pentecost, certain 
noteworthy results of the Spirit's presence 
among men immediately occurred. First and 
foremost there came into existence, quite spon
taneously and without any human organisation, 
a N e\v Testament Church, in all its simplicity 
and power. The fire of Pentecost welded 
together that gathering of disciples and three 
thousand others with them into a unity such as 
never had existed before in human history, 
"one body in the Lord," of one heart and one 
mind, all members one of another filled with the 
Holy Ghost. 

Five great characteristics marked His presence 
among them from the beginning, and have done 
in greater or less degree ever since. 

The first was Great Boldness. Their doubts 
and fears were swept away like mists before the 
wind of the Spirit. The contrast in this respect 
before and after Pentecost was striking indeed. 
A sudden confidence and assurance, an over
\Vhelming certainty that admitted no question 
took possession of them, as with all boldness 
they proclaimed a risen and ascended Saviour. 
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This boldness is the outstanding mark of a 
spirit-filled life. There is no room for peradven
ture, no place for hesitancy. "We are always 
confident, knowing . . . " is the language of the 
happy believer. 

The second was Great Joy. "Joy in the Holy 
Ghost." 

The religions of the world are seldom if ever 
associated with happiness, and the religion of 
the Jews was no exception. Repressive and 
burdensome, it left little room for joy. vVhat 
must Jerusalem have thought of this strange 
company of people overflowing with praise, sing
ing and making melody to the Lord? The angel 
at Bethlehem had brought "good tidings of great 
joy to all people," but it was not until the coming 
of the Holy Ghost that this joy manifested itself. 
The spirit-filled believer is the only person in 
the world who has learned the secret of a joy 
independent of outward circumstances. " Your 
joy no man taketh from you." 

A third characteristic which appeared im
mediately and marked this spirit-filled company 
was Great Fear. 

They had learned the fear of the Lord. The 
lesson was taught them in an unforgettable 
manner. The first deviation from holiness 
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among their company was met with startling 
judgment. " Judgment began at the house of 
God," resulting in great fear falling upon all 
the church, so that none durst join himself to 
them save those whom the Lord Himself 
"added." Thenceforth they walked "in the 
fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, and were multiplied." 

A fourth characteristic mentioned is Great

Grace. It is a lovely expression, conveying 
more than can be defined. It was what Barnabas 
found when he came to Antioch at the time of 
the revival there. He saw the grace of God 
displayed in the converts and was glad. There 
is something wonderfully gracious about a 
company of spiritual believers. " Great grace 
was upon them all." From the least to the 
greatest, they all displayed the grace of our 
Lord Jesus. 

Lastly we are told that Great Power attested 
the Spirit's presence. " With great power gave 
the Apostles witness." l\ power that has turned 
the world upside down, the greatest dynamic 
ever exhibited among men, that power is 
always displayed wherever the Spirit of God is 
at work. Not always or even generally spectac
ular, but none the less effective. Indeed the 
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greatest power is not usually the most demon
strative, as may be noted in nature. There is 
nothing so awe-inspiring as a thunderstorm. Its 
effect may be disastrous in destructiveness and 
terrible to contemplate. But its constructive 
effect is practically nil; it has soon spent itself 
and is forgotten. But watch the silent yet 
resistless force of a seed dropped into the crevice 
of a rock. In the course of years it triumphs 
over its stony environment until it splits the 
rock in twain and becomes a mighty tree. So 
the spirit-filled Church overcame the iron power 
of Rome and ultimately turned the world upside 
down. 

Such were the indications of the coming of 
the Spirit into the Apostolic Church, and such 
are the signs of His filling every individual 
believer to-day. Great Boldness, Great Joy, 
Great Fear, Great Grace and Great Power are 
ever the tokens of the presence of the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost. 



THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

" Out of him shall fiow rivers 

of living water." (] ohn 7 : 38) 

TWO statements concerning the coming of
the Comforter at Pentecost are worthy of
comment. 

(1) The Holy Ghost filled all the house where
they were sitting, and, 

(2) They· were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
From these statements we learn of a dual

filling of the Holy Spirit, a collective filling and
an individual filling. And this has been so
ever since. The Holy Spirit fills the church
and the believer. The Church of God is the
habitation of God by the Spirit, a holy temple
in the Lord. And of the individual believer St.
Paul writes: " What? Know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you? " 

The whole house was filled and they were all
filled. 

As the filling of the church was manifested by
certain outstanding marks of the Spirit's
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presence and power, so His indwelling of the 
individual believer is indicated by certain infal
lible tokens of His presence. 

In all essential respects the believer becomes 
a changed man. 

Whereas he was formerly carnal he is now 
spiritual. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit. The 
difference is one of kind rather than of degree, 
of nature rather than character. He is not a 
better man, but a new man. " There is a ne,v 
creation." 

Certain marks not displayed elsewhere in 
human experience demonstrate the presence of 
" life in the Spirit." They are the inevitable 
outcome of the coming of the Comforter, \vhich 
is the Holy Ghost, into a human life. The marks 
reveal themselves in three main directions : -

First, in a changed relationship to God. As 
Paul expresses it, " We have received the Spirit 
of adoption whereby we cry Abba, Father " 
(Rom. 8, 15). For the first time God really 
becomes to us "our Father." "We are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" and in 
no other way. " He that hath seen Me," said 
Christ, "hath seen the Father." The Universal 
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Fatherhood of God is a doctrine as remote from 
the truth as the innate goodness of man. To 
some very religious men who claimed God as 
their Father, Jesus replied, cc If God ,vere your 
Father ye would love Me . . . Ye are of yo� 
Father the Devil." It is the Spirit that bears 
witness with our spirit that we are the sons of 
God. 

The attitude of a spirit-filled believer toward 
his Father in Heaven is in marked contrast to 
that of other men. The love of God is shed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, ,vhich is 
given unto him. He no longer dreads the 
thought of God nor contemplates meeting ,vith 
Him with terror. He loves and \Vorships Him 
as his Father, with filial fear. 

Secondly, there is a changed relationship 
toward Christ. As God has become to him 
"Father," so Christ becomes in a real and vital 
sense his Lord. For cc no man can say Jesus 
is Lord but by the Holy Ghost" (I Cor. 12, 3). 

He confesses with his mouth Jesus as Lord, 
believing in his heart that God has raised him 
from the dead, and he is thereby saved. 

He sanctifies in his heart Christ as Lord, and 
is thereby holy. 

As it is possible for men to name God 
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"Father" falsely, so Christ warns us that many 
,vill say to Him " Lord, Lord," untruly. " Why

call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
that I say? " 

It is only when the Holy Spirit reveals Him 
so, that we can say it truly. He takes of the 
things of Christ and reveals them to us and 
1nakes Christ forever precious to our hearts, so 
that we gladly ·recognise His Lordship as the 
dominating factor of our life. 

Thirdly, the coming of the Comforter pro
duces a radical change in the believer himself. 
For the new life in the Spirit begins to produce 
the fruit of the Spirit. It is the law of nature 
that all life should bear fruit after its kind. It 
will inevitably do so unless hindered by un
propitious conditions. It is so in the spiritual 
realm. It is the province of the Spirit in the 
believer to bear spiritual fruit. Jesus said, 
" Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye by my disciples." 

The analogy with natural fruit-bearing is very 
striking. 

Fruit is not an extraneous addition to a tree, 
but as much a part of the tree itself as the leaves 
and branches. Nor is it a sudden phenomenon 
but the outcome of a quiet development from 
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hidden sap· movement within-not the result of 
feverish effort, but the inevitable demonstration 
of life and its assured outcome. The amount of 
the fruit is dependent upon outside conditions 
and the environment of the tree. So it is 
essential for the Spirit-indwelt believer to walk 
in the Spirit if the harvest of the Spirit is to be 
ample. 

What then is the fruit of the Spirit? 
It will manifest itself in three directions, in 

the realm of experience, in the realm of conduct 
and in the realm of character. And in each it 
will be progressive in its manifestation, not dis
playing a full harvest at once, and varying in 
degree with the spiritual walk of the believer. 
In the letter to the Galatians, Paul sets forth the 
fruit of the Spirit in its manifold exhibition 
in a way which emphasises its progressive 
manifestation in these three realms. 

Thus in the realm of Experience the fruit of 
the Spirit in the believer exhibits itself in the 
three " abiding things," Love, Joy and Peace, 
while in the realm of Conduct there follow Long
suffering, Gentleness and Goodness, and as the 
work of the Spirit deepens into Character, there 
are exhibited Faithfulness, Meekness and Self
Control. 
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It is ,vonderful to note also that all these nine 
exhibitions of the fruit of the spirit in the Christ
ian are themselves but varied exhibitions of 
Christ. " By the Lord the Spirit," he is changed 
into the image of Christ from glory to glory. 
Thus the first-fruits of the Spirit-those experi
mental emotional indications which manifest 
themselves in the new-born child of God, a new 
love, a new joy and a new peace, are all the 
peculiar characteristics of His Lord, '' My 
Love," " My Joy," " My Peace," \vhich He 
imparts by His Spirit to His saints. All these 
are unique to the child of God and are radically 
different from those natural qualities of love, joy 
and peace which in the worldly man are so 
evanescent and so dependent on environment. 

Note further that each of them is capable of 
enjoyment in a superlative degree in a Spirit
filled life; the love of Christ that passeth kno\v
ledge, the joy of Christ that passeth telling(" joy 
unspeakable ") and the peace of Christ that 
passeth understanding. These may be said to 
be the first demonstrations of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in the newly-saved believer. 
They remain throughout his life, deepening as 
he grows in grace, the unfailing mark of the ne,v 
birth. 
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Then in the realm of Conduct the fruit of 
the Spirit has a three£ old exhibition. For the 
presence and power of the Comforter radically 
change the believer's life and conduct in relation 
to those around him. 

Long-sufjering-an entirely new attitude 
toward his fellow men. As Christ "endured 
the contradiction of sinners against Himself" 
so does the Spirit-filled believer. Placed in 
antagonisn1 to the v,orld, he feels no antagonism 
towards it. Love suffers long and is kind. 
Being reviled, he blesses. He prays for them 
that persecute him; he turns the other cheek and 
fulfils the Sermon on the Mount, not by trying 
from a sense of obligation to do so, but by the 
constraint of the Spirit within him. Nothing 
else has ever produced, nor ever could produce, 
such fruit in a man's life. 

Gentleness. The gentleness of Christ becomes 
manifest in the believer. He becomes a" gentle
man." The Spirit descends on him as on his 
Lord in the form of a dove and he becomes 

"gentle toward all men, apt to teach." Could 
any greater contrast be i1nagined than between 
the gentleness of a Christian and the attitude, 
say, of rival political factions toward one 
another? 
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Goodness. Here again is a manifestation of 
Christ " who went about doing good " with no 
sense of effort or strain or ambition of achieve
ment. So the Spirit-filled believer displays " the 
fruit of the Spirit in all goodness." He is a 
good man, "full of goodness," "created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works." 

The believer is just good without trying to be, 
and without acquiring thereby any sense of 
merit. Like his Lord he " does good " to them 
that despitefully use him. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is not confined to 
the realms of experience and conduct, but reveals 
itself in the formation of a godly character. 
These represent the mature fruit of a spiritual 
life and are properly reserved to the end of the 
list. For character is deeper than conduct, and 
holy living has its roots not so much in the 
things I do but in the man I am. 

Three main qualities go to make the character 
of a Christian, and these are named as the final 
fruit of the Spirit as He lives in and energises 
the believer. 

The first is Faithfulness. The contrast 
between the character of the Apostles before and 
after Pentecost demonstrated this in an arresting 
manner. Before Pentecost they all proved 
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faithless to their Lord and forsook Him and fled 
so soon as danger threatened. Afterwards the 
Spirit that sat upon each of them as a flame of 
fire made them faithful in face of fiercest 
persecutions and even to the extent of martyr
dom. They were " faithful unto death." 

So the believer to-day becomes like his Lord 
" who was faithful to Him that appointed Him." 
As the magnetic needle is faith£ ul to the pole, 
so the Christian shews himself one of " the 
saints, and faithful in Christ Jesus." He main
tains a life of faith and of faithfulness to his 
Lord. This faithfulness becomes more pro
nounced with spiritual growth. His early 
experience not infrequently displays regrettable 
periods of vvavering and doubt, but as he learns 
to walk in the Spirit he holds fast the confession 
of his faith without wavering. He learns "to 
walk and not faint." He looks forward as his 
chief goal and ambition to hear his Lord say at 
last, "Well done, good and faithful servant." 

The second quality is Meekness. This has 
been called the superlative of Christian char
acter. It is wholly foreign to man by natui:e, 
,vhose outstanding character (and sin) has ever 
been pride. Pride of face, pride of race, pride 
of place, pride of position, possession, profession 
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or promotion. In every condition, from the 
highest to the lowest man's heart is full of 
pride, even when there is least occasion for it. 
It is the thing that God hates most in man; 
"The proud He knoweth afar off." The anti
thesis of pride is meekness, and as the one is the 
chief sin of man by nature, so the other is the 
chief grace of a man in the Spirit. It is this 
that God greatly desires to see in His people; He 
values it most highly. "A meek and quiet spirit 
is in the sight of God of great price." He 
exhorts them in His \vord repeatedly to "Put 
on, as the elect of God, meekness," to "follo\v 
after ... meekness," to "shew all meekness," 
to " seek meekness " and to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith they are called " vvith all 
lowlines� and meekness." He promises those 
who possess this grace things that are accessible 
to none else. " The meek will He guide in judg
ment " and " the meek \vill He teach His way." 
" The meek will He beautify with salvation," 
and " the meek shall inherit the earth." It is 
most striking that the two greatest figures in 
human history-Moses, honoured alike by J e\v, 
Mohammedan and Christian do\vn the ages, and 
Christ, no\v on the right hand of the lVIajesty 
on High-\vere during their earthly lives notable 
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for the complete display of this most rare of all 
the graces. Of the one it is recorded, " Now the 
man Moses was very meek above all the men 
which were upon the face of the earth," while 
of Jesus we read that He could Himself say 
\Vithout thereby reflecting upon its truth (so 
transparently manifest was it), " I am meek and 
lowly in heart." Nothing indeed but the Spirit 
of Christ indwelling the believer could produce 
fruit so exotic to the soil of the human heart, yet 
in measure it is true of every true child of God 
and becomes increasingly so as spiritual life 
matures and deepens. 

The third quality of character is that of Self

Control-the subjection of the " self life " to 
the control of the Spirit, the bringing of every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
the " keeping under " of the body and bringing 
it into subjection, the denying of worldly lusts
ah, how impossible this sounds to the young 
believer! Well may it rank as the final clin1ax 
of the ninefold fruit of the Spirit. 

The new-born child of God finds love, joy 
and peace welling up in his heart, but how he 
longs for victory, \vi th out def eat to mar it, as is, 
alas, so often his experience in those early years. 
The conflict rages and he is of ten sore perplexed. 
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Yet Paul seeks in the very passage before us 
(Gal. 5, 16-26) to make the inevitability of this 
conflict and also its meaning clear to faith. 
" The flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary 
the one to the other so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would." The life of the Spirit 
and the life of the flesh are both there, lusting 
against each other. But the triumph lies with 
the Spirit. And as the believer walks in the 
Spirit from day to day, he does not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh, but in him the fruit of the Spirit 
manifests itself in self-control. 

And so the happy child of God proves 
increasingly the blessedness of the presence and 
power in his life of the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, causing him to cry Abba, Father, 
to call Jesus his Lord and to produce and 
1nanifest increasingly the ninefold fruit of the 
Spirit. 



THE GUIDANCE OF THE 

SPIRIT 
" When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, 

He will guide you," (John 16: 13) 

THE essential difference between a Christian
and other men is not one of creed or of conduct,
though he is distinctive in both these respects.
The vital distinction lies in the fact that he has
the Holy Spirit of God. He is born again by the
Spirit and has thereby acquired a new life, the
life of the Spirit. 

That life manifests itself, as we have seen in
our last chapter, in certain changed relationships
and in the manifesting of the fruit of the Spirit.
It has also other very important results, not least
of which is stated in Romans 8, 2, "The Law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me
free from the law of sin and death." Henceforth
the Law that held him in bondage has no claim
upon him. He has become dead to the Law that
he may live unto Christ. In place of the Law
of commandments contained in ordinances he
lives a more free life-a life in the Spirit. 

He is no longer under Law but under Grace.
51 
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He is a free man, but this does not mean that 
he is a free-lance. 

He is called unto liberty, but not to licence. 
He is not entangled with the yoke of bondage, 

but he gladly takes upon him the yoke of Christ. 
Henceforth he is a debtor, not to live after the 

flesh but after the Spirit. He finds himself 
introduced into a new course of life and has 
nothing further to do \Vith " the course of this 
\Vorld." He no longer walks after the flesh, that 
is, after the ordinary principles that dictate the 
course of men of the world. The things that 
men do " of course " the believer " of course " 

' 

does not. He has entered upon a course of life 
frankly unnatural and in direct conflict \Vith the 
course of this world. " The world knoweth him 
not," he is a complete enigma to ordinary men, 
for he is no longer one of them. " He is not in 
the flesh but in the Spirit." 

True, the flesh in him lusts against the Spirit 
in him and there is an ever-present danger of 
his becoming carnal and walking as men; and 
Paul had to rebuke some of his own undoubted 
converts for having become carnal. 

How then is this new life in the Spirit to be 
maintained? 

Only by \valking in the Spirit. " If \Ve live 
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by the Spirit," said Paul to the Galatians, "by 
the Spirit let us also walk." Here is the secret 
of the new life. It is a life lived under the direct 
guidance of the Spirit of God. 

The sons of God are led by the Spirit of God. 
We are not left to our own resources. 
A Christian is a guided person. 
God's Holy Spirit has entered into direct 

personal control, and the new life is lived and 
maintained only by yielding to that guidance 
and control. There are in truth only two 
alternative courses of life, either that of my o,vn 
individual will and desire or that of the leading 
of the Spirit of God. 

It is a case either of self-control or Spirit
control; either my ovvn ,vill or the will of God. 

The first Adam took one course, saying in 
effect to God, " Not Thy will but mine be 
done " ; the last Adam took the other course and 
said," Not my will but Thine be done." 

How then can I know the will of God? How 
does the Spirit of God guide the sons of God? 
If I wish to be led by the Spirit of God, how can 
I be sure of that leading? Is spiritual guidance 
something mysterious and visionary or is it a 
real and practical thing? 

The ans,ver is that it is both. 
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To the unspiritual man it will appear visionary 
and unreal, but to the man of faith who walks 
by the Spirit, it is the most practical thing in the 
world. It becomes his daily, hourly habit, the 
greatest reality in his life. It is the province of 
the Holy Spirit to make known the will of God 
to us every day and in everything, and it is the 
province of the believer " not to be unwiie but 
understanding what the will of the Lord is." 

What then is the method of the Spirit's 
guidance in practice? 

It is perhaps best understood by way of illus
tration, and nowhere is it more completely fore
shadowed than in the great enacted parable of 
Israel in the wilderness-£ or Israel, in their 
wanderings, were essentially a guided people. 
God made a way for them in the desert. Track
less and unknown, their path was clear. Guid
ance was given to all and each and they never 
needed to err. 

In the tenth chapter of Numbers, there are 
recorded what may, for the purpose of illustra
tion, be termed four methods of guidance, 
though in reality they are but one and the same. 

Let us consider them and their application 
to God's spiritual Israel to-day:-

The first is stated in verse 33, " The Ark of 
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the Covenant of the Lord went before them." 
The rank and file of Israel had a very simple 

course to pursue; they had but to follow the Ark. 
Now the Ark, in which lay hidden the unbroken 
tables of the Law, is a beautiful type of our 
Lord Jesus in His life on this earth : " the World 
\Vas made flesh and tabernacled among us." 

" Thy Law is within my heart," said Christ, as 
he came into the world to do the will of God. 
Now the Spirit of God testifies of Christ to the 
believer and spreads before our wondering eyes 
His life on earth as the ideal man of faith. And 
He bids us "follow in His steps." So the 
believer looks upon Him and has light upon his 
way. He asks himself, not" What would Jesus 
do? " for that he could not always know, but 
"what did Jesus do? " of which he can be sure 
without a doubt, and knowing this he knows 
what he should do in like circumstances. So 
he has finally and completely solved for him his 
course regarding many matters. He notes our 
Lord's attitude (as the Man of Faith) toward 
many questions and knows how he-a man of 
faith to-day-should act. It is highly instructive 
to consider the reactions of Jesus to such 
matters, for instance, as Politics, Social Reform, 
the Old Testament Scriptures, His prayer life, 
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1-Iis behaviour towards His enemies, His attitude 
toward sinners, and many other like problems 
of conduct which must be faced if the will of 
God is to be ascertained and accomplished. 
Yet this form of guidance is manifestly of 
limited application, since there were many 
relationships in life unknown to the Lord Jesus 
in personal experience. He was never a 
husband, a father, an employer, or an employee. 
All these relationships present problems of con
duct which cannot find their answer in the 
earthly life of Christ. There is, therefore, a 
further and fuller source of guidance provided 
for the believer. This is illustrated in the 
opening verses of the chapter, where we have 
described " two silver trumpets ": -

" Make these tvvo trumpets of silver : of a 
whole piece shalt thou make them, that thou 
mayest use them for the calling of the Assembly 
and for the journeyings of the Camp." No 
Israelite was at a loss as to his course if he 
listened to the call of the silver trumpets, just 
as no British soldier hesitates as to his duty 
when he hears the bugle-call. It gives no un
certain sound-he hears and obeys. 

What do these t,vo silver trumpets, made of 
one ,vhole piece of silver, represent in the life 
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of a Christian in this twentieth century? 
What can they be other than the two Test

an1ents of the whole Word of God? What 
surer guide can I have than the sure voice of 
those wondrous trumpets? When God has 
spoken, my course is clear as day. It is to hear 
the word of God, and to obey it. 

The Spirit breathes upon the Word 
And brings the Truth to light. 

The believer hears the voice of the Spirit 
through the Word and needs no surer guide. 
" Thy �7 ord have I hid in my heart that I might 
not sin against Thee," said the Psalmist, and 
how much more of that Word have we than he! 
He had but one silver trumpet, we have two. If 
we " let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly 
in all wisdom " our way will be \vonderfully 
clear at all times. "Ye do err," said Christ to 
the Sadducees, " not knowing the Scriptures," 
and the same may be said of many of us to-day. 
Our consciences must be diligently instructed 
from the Word of God if we are to act rightly 
1n emergency. 

I hide Thy Word not knowing when 
The testing time may be

Or soon or late but sure that tluu 
It will be true to me. 

1,hc instructed child of God does not need to 
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run to the Bible for a text to meet the unexpected 
occasion. He has given heed to it so diligently 
that he has the mind of Christ in readiness for 
the event and is not taken unawares. 

A third and very practical form of guidance 
available to the believer is illustrated in verses 
29-31 of the same tenth chapter of Numbers.
It is what we may call the Guidance of H obab.
Hobab, Moses' brother-in-law, was on a visit to
the Camp. He was a wise and experienced
man. He had lived all his life in the wilderness
and knew it thoroughly. Moses persuaded him
to accompany them on the plea, " thou knowest
how we are to encamp in the wilderness and thou
mayest be to us instead of eyes."

Moses, of course, had no intention of handing 
over control to Hobab or of submitting to his 
directions rather than looking to the cloud for 
guidance, but he was more than ready to profit 
by his wise counsel and be advised by his 
experience. God has set many a Hobab in His 
Church for the same purpose, pastors, elders, 
shepherds, guides, who, by being experienced 
in spiritual matters, "know how," and whose 
wise counsel should be sought freely by those in 
need of guidance. 

The Spirit of God guides through the min-
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istry of spiritual men of ripe experience. J udg
ment, prudence, sense and a sound mind are 
qualities that can be acquired only with years 
and are invaluable for the help of others. Yet 
no child of God should for one moment re
nounce his liberty of action before God, nor 
his direct access to the Spirit as his own true 
source of guidance, so as to bring himself into 
bondage to men. He must preserve his freedom, 
but should profit by such counsel as the Lord's 
Hobab, whoever he may be, can give him. There 
must be no" lording it" over God's inheritance. 
Moses would not have tolerated it from Hobab, 
and neither should we. 

And now we turn to the fourth and cul
minating method of guidance provided for 
Israel. It was the guidance of the Pillar of 
Cloud. This was in reality the sole true means 
of guiding the way of Israel through the " waste, 
howling wilderness." The Ark and the Trum
pets appealed to sight and sound and Hobab to 
sense, but behind and above sight and sound and 
sense was the mystery of the Pillar. 

Here was something wholly miraculous and 
inexplicable to natural reason, yet intensely real 
and unfailingly sure. How simple everything 
became to all in the Camp, from Moses down-
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,vard, as they watched the Cloud. They must 
watch daily, for at any time the Pillar might 
move, and " whether it was by day or by night 
that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed, or 
whether it were two days or a month or a year 
that the cloud tarried upo"n the tabernacle re
maining thereon, the children of Israel abode in 
their tents and journeyed not, but when it was 
taken up they journeyed" (Numbers 9, 21-22). 

It was a· direct personal guidance by God 
Himself, "the Shepherd of Israel," \vho led His 
people like a flock, going before them to bring 
them to their inheritance. So it is with the 
believer. He has the· example of His Lord to 
shew him how to act in many things; he has the 
silver trumpets of the Scriptures to teach him 
the will of God all along his way; he has the 
benefit of the advice and guidance of saints who 
have travelled the way before him, \vhose faith 
he may follow, but above and beyond these 
practical sources of guidance he has a means of 
knowing his Lord's will as mysterious and in
explicable to natural reason as was the Pillar of 
Cloud to Israel. It is the direct personal guid
ance of God, the Holy Spirit. It is the same 
ultimate source, whether from the example of 
Christ, in the teaching of Scripture, or the min-
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istry of a servant of the Lord. The same Holy 
Spirit is the guide through all. And he may, 
and often does, lead the child of God independ
ently of all or any of the above methods, yet 
never at variance or in conflict with them. There 
is no explaining ho\v this leading comes, yet its 
coming is a blessed fact of experience with all 
spiritual people. They kno\v the will of God 
constantly without being able to explain quite 
how they know. To take any other course 
,vould be to disobey the plain leading of God to 
them. The way is clear, though the reason may 
be obscure. The pillar of cloud has moved and 
they must follow. 

This Spirit .. guidance must not be confused 
with emotional urges and promptings, which 
of ten lead unbalanced Christians to fool
ish and regrettable extravagances. " The meek 
will He guide in judgment." God influences 
the spiritual judgment so that it is ,visely exer
cised in subjection to Him. Thus the mind is 
formed and settled in a conviction of the Lord's 
will, which is then quietly and consistently 
followed. 

"I will counsel thee with Mine eye upon 
thee" (Psa. 32, 8, R.V.) is a beautiful and simple 
statement upon \vhich the believer acts in faith, 
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looking to I-Iis Lord fro1n day to day. How 
different from the horse or the mule, which have 
no understanding, whose mouths must be held in 
with bit and bridle! That is a harsh form of 
guidance, reserved for those who are mulish or 
obstinate, to whom our Lord has to apply at 
times the bit and bridle so as to ensure their 
going in the way of His will. 

And so the believer has the high privilege of 
a guided way-a continuous guidance, not spas
modic, not" by fits and starts," but constant and 
daily; not always recognised or conscious, but 
always sure-happy people! "When the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, is come, 
He shall guide you-" 



THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 

SPIRIT 
" The commumon of the Holy Ghost 

be with you all. Anien." (II Cor. 13 :14) 

THE main purpose for which God created
man was that he might have fellowship with
Him, that he might be " the man that is My
fell ow." So He made man " in the likeness of
God " as distinct from all the other creation, it
being His gracious purpose that there might be
a bond of communion between them in all things.

It was the chief disaster of the fall that it put
man wholly out of fellowship vvith God. The
communion was broken, for " what communion
hath light with darkness? " 

The cessation of this f ellovvship between man
and God has been the root cause of all the evils
that have affected the human race since Adam.
Man and God ceased to be of the same mind
one toward another. God is light and in Him
is no dark_ness at all, and man had turned to
darkness. He did not like to retain God in his
knowledge, and God had perforce to give man
up to all the evil consequences of his evil choice.

63 
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He loved darkness rather than light, because his 
deeds were evil. As the main purpose of God 
in creation was the establishment of fellowship 
with His creature man, so His main purpose at 
Calvary was the re-establishment of that fellow
ship, broken by the fall. The restoration of 
man to peace with God was perfectly accom
plished on God's side by the Atonement. The 
veil was rent that barred the way of intercourse 
between the sinner and his offended God, and 
,ve are reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son. 

Thus the work of Christ was to restore the 
fellowship. And the province of the Holy Spirit 
is to maintain it in the experience of the believer. 
" God is faithful by whom ye were called into 
the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord." " And truly our fello\vship is with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ." But 
that fello\vship, to be enjoyed experimentally, 
is dependent on our \Valking in the light, for 
" if we say we have fellowship with Him and 
,valk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth, 
but if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 
,ve have fellowship the one ,vith the other " (i.e., 
the believer with his Lord). 

vVhat is this essential " ,valking in the light? ,, 
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It is the same thing precisely as is termed else
where" walking by the Spirit." It is a life lived 
from day to day subject to the direction and 
control of the Holy Spirit. The work of the 
Holy Spirit is to bring us into constant and 
maintained fellowship with the Father. He is 
for the believer the medium of that fellowship. 

Thus the ,vhole Trinity of God is involved : 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
The Love of God, and 
The Communion of the Holy Spirit 

are with us. 
Grace, love and fellowship-Grace rescued 

us, Love welcomed us, and Fellowship is the end 
. . 

Ill Vle\V. 

The father in the parable welcomed his 
prodigal son with the kiss of forgiveness, the best 
robe, the shoes and the ring, only in order that 
he might be fit to take his · place· in restored 
fellowship at his father's table, and that they 
might " begin to be merry " together. 

So our Lord's great object in redeeming, in 
forgiving us and clothing us in the robe of His 
righteousness is that we may sit in happy fellow
ship with Him as His dear children. "He 
brought me into the banqueting house and His 
banner over me was Love." Thus, " He' has 



66 THE COMFORTER 

made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." And it is for the maintaining and en
riching of this blessed communion that the Holy 
Ghost indwells us. How often have we listened 
to the well-kno\vn benediction ,vithout much 
heed to the significance of its concluding \vords: 
" . . . and the communion ( or fellowship) of the 
Holy Spirit be with you." How does this fellow
ship of the Holy Spirit manifest itself in the 
believer? It does so in several directions:
(1) In his confl,ict with evil. The believer
recognises that he is called to a life of holiness.
He desires with all his heart to have no fellow
ship any more ,vith " the unfruitful ,vorks of
darkness." But the flesh lusts in him, and he
finds himself faced with a very real and incessant
conflict. Left to himself he must succumb.
But he is not so left. For in this conflict the
Spirit of God has fellowship ,vith him. As on
the one hand the flesh lusts against the Spirit,
so the Spirit lusts against the flesh. " The
Spirit lusteth to envy." He is jealous for our
holiness. And He so lusts in us for that ,vhich
is holy that "we cannot do the things that ,ve
would," that which our natural desires prompt
and urge, and to ,vhich ,vithout the Spirit's
lusting we would certainly yield. When the
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enemy comes in like a flood the Spirit of the 
Lord lifts up a standard against him. He 
raises an emphatic protest against sin so that 
" by the Spirit " we are enabled to " mortify 
the deeds of the body." That is real fellowship 
indeed! 
(2) In the matter of prayer. The believer is
a man of prayer. He longs to imitate his Lord
in this, but there is nothing in all his Christian
experience in vvhich he finds himself more
completely deficient. Prayer is a continual
problem to him. He feels himself beset with
a mortifying inability to pray as he would. In
this matter also "the flesh lusts against the
Spirit . . . so that he cannot do the thing that
he vvould."

In this problem the Holy Spirit has active 
fellowship with beset believers. " He helpeth 
o_ur infirmity." "vVe know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit maketh 
intercession for us with groanings that cannot 
be uttered." There is nothing in which " our 
infirmity" needs His help more, for true prayer 
is wholly spiritual. It is not natural to pray. 
The prayer of a believer is something entirely 
different from the panicky calls on God of an 
unsaved man in time of trouble. 
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" Behold he prayeth " marks the first in
coming of the Spirit at conversion and thereafter 
the child of God becomes a man of prayer 
throughout his Christian life. But prayer is 
always a matter of sheer faith and is always 
beset by the challenge of unbelief. All our past 
experiences of answered prayer, however 
numerous and striking, are not enough on ,vhich 
to build our confidence. We are ahva ys cast 
afresh on God in bare faith in His promise, and 
the Holy Spirit's province is to encourage that 
faith and prompt us what to pray for as we come 
to God. Thus He has fellowship with the 
believer before the throne and teaches him the 
art of fervent and effective prayer that availeth 
much. 
(3) In the matter of witness and service. Here
also the Spirit and the believer are in closest
accord and fellowship. For Jesus said, "The
Spirit of truth shall testify of Me and ye also
shall bear witness." Peter found this to be true
and said" We are His witnesses of these things,
and so is the Holy Ghost."

It has been suggested that the Acts of the 
Apostles might well be renamed the Acts of the 
Holy Ghost. Perhaps the double title ,vould 
be truer still, for repeatedly it is recorded that 
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the Apostles spake "being filled with the Holy 
Ghost." 

They knew the fellowship of the Spirit in 
service. 

All true service for God is in closest fellow
ship with the Spirit of God. Paul, reviewing 
his wonder£ ul ministry at Corinth, wrote, " My 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power." What was true of 
Paul is true of every successful ("hristian worker. 
The real secret of success lies in the co-operation 
of God, the Holy Spirit, in every detail. The 
servant of the Lord must be spiritually equipped 
,vith the gifts of the Spirit. "He gave some 
apostles and some prophets and some evangelists 
and some pastors and teachers." "To one is 
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to 
another the word of power, to another the ,vord 
of knowledge by the same Spirit. . . . All these 
,vorketh that one and the self same Spirit divid
ing to every man severally as He ,viii." 

And the spiritually equipped servant must 
also be Spirit-directed. It is His province to 
appoint to every man his work and to direct him 
in the performing· of it. Philip received his 
instructions to go to the desert road and to join 
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the chariot of the Eunuch of Ethiopia, Ananias 
was awakened at midnight and sent to Saul of 
Tarsus. Peter was bidden to go to Cornelius 
and Paul was equally divinely directed to " corne 
over into Macedonia." It is the same to-dav. 
The Spirit of God still has fellowship with the 
willing servant of Christ, guiding and prompting 
and directing him as to the sphere and manner 
of his service. 

And the Spirit-equipped, Spirit-directed 
,vorker must also be Spirit-filled. He approves 
himself as a minister of God in the eyes of men 
in many ways and by many infallible marks, and 
not least " by pureness, by knowledge, by long
suffering, by kindness and by the Holy Ghost." 

As Stephen, " full of the I-Ioly Ghost " so spake 
that " they were not able to resist the ,visdom 
and the Spirit by which he spake," so it has 
been down the ages, the Holy Spirit has been 
the irrestible speaker through spirit-filled men: 
" When they shall lead you and deliver you up, 
take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, 
neither do you pre1neditate, but whatsoever shall 
be given you in that hour speak ye, for it is not 
ye that speak but the Holy Ghost." 

Now here is the fellowship· of the Spirit more 
manifest in the believers' experience than in the 
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realm of Christian service and witness. 
(4) In the matter of the Conimunion of Saints.
The fellowship of the Spirit results in the fellow
ship of the saints. " These things declare \Ve

unto you," ,vrote John, " that ye also may have
fellowship with us, and truly our f ello\vship is

\vith the Father." The Church of God is a holy
communion of saints, ,vho have by one Spirit
all been baptised into one body and have all
been made to drink into one Spirit. There is
a wonderful unity of the Spirit. We are all one
in Jesus Christ. It is a unity without uniformity,
a unity that triumphs over infinite diversity, and
that unity we are endeavouring to keep in the
bond of peace. It was our Lord's last prayer
for His people "that they may be one." None
can say of another, "I have no need of thee,"
for we are all members one of another. This
unity of · the Spirit is maintained only by the
individual spiritual ,valk of all the members and
is broken only by unspiritual men ,valking
carnally and departing from the one faith. In
the maintaining of this communion of the saints,
the Spirit is ever active in His f ello\vship and
co-operation.

Lastly, the ·fellowship of the Spirit is 
1nanifested in our worship of the Father. The 
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subject of spiritual worship is one .that.is worthy 
of the closest and most diligent study by the 
student of Scripture. All true worship consists 
of communion, and we rightly name its centr Jl 
and most sacred act the Holy Co1nmunion. 
The first mark of a sinner restored to comn1union 
with God at his conversion is that he begins to 
worship the God whom once he dreaded. 1\nd 
that worship is in fellowship with the Spirit of 
God. Paul, writing to the Philippian believers, 
describes the three£ old marks of the child of 
God, " We are the circumcision :, (the true Israel 
of God) "who worship by the Spirit of God 
and glory in Christ Jesus and have no confidence 
in the flesh.'' Our new nature is a ,vorshipful 
one and the Spirit leads us to express that 
\VOrship in spirit and in truth, for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him. 

Indeed, no · other worship is acceptable to 
Him: "Public Worship" by unsaved and un
spiritual men is declared by God to be hateful to 
Him. It is a public insult to off er worship to 
a God whom I am unwilling to obey. No 
language could be stronger - than that used by 
God through the prophet Isaiah on this subject. 

"Bring no more vain oblations; incense is 
an abomination unto Me; the new moons and 
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sabbaths, the calling of .assemblies I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 
Your new moons and your appointed feasts my 

soul hateth; they are a trouble to me; I am weary 
to bear them " (Isaiah 1, 13-14 ). 

It is striking indeed to note that Clll" Lord, 
while He certainly kept the Passover, is never 
depicted as taking active part in any of the 
Temple ceremonial worship, nor is it recorded 
that He ever held conversation with a priest, 
though He made contact with almost every other 
section of the co1nmunity. The Temple ,vas 
God-forsaken, the Holy of Holies was empty. 
"In vain," said He, "do they ,vorship Me." 

For the worship of God is the prerogative of 
the saints of God in Heaven and on earth and of 
none else. The Holy Spirit exercises active 
fellowship with all believers in this most holy 
expression of their devotion to their Lord. He 
prompts to worship as the Father seeks for it. 
It is remarkable indeed that the one incident, of 
the many that crowded the ministry of Jesus, 
that our Lord expressly selected for a memorial 
of Him, was the incident of a woman, out of 
whom He had cast seven devils, worshipping at 
His feet with an alabaster box of oint1nent 
exceedingly precious. It is because this is what 
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He desires most from His saved people, and it 
is this in which His Holy Spirit has the deepest 
fello\vship with the saints. 

Thus we may know and enjoy the fellowship 
of the Spirit in our conflict ,vith evil in our 
prayer life, in our witness and service, in our 
communion with the saints and in our worship 
of the Father. 



THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

" There are di.•ersities. of gifls. 

lmt the same spirit." (l Cor. 12 : 4) 

THE company of disciples tarrying in that
upper room in Jerusalem in accordance with
their risen Lord's command had little conception
of that for which they waited. They were a
strange medley of men and women-about one
hundred and twenty of them, including Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and His brethren (who
formerly had not believ�d in Him). 

They all continued with one accord in prayer
and supplication behind closed doors for fear
of the Jews. Outside, the busy life of Jerusalem
ran its normal course. The temple services
continued their routine, and men had probably
relegated Jesus and Calvary to past history with
no anticipated future of any national import.
Who would have guessed that that insignificant
roomful of trembling friends of Jesus ,vould turn
the world upside down? 

But when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
something happened that effected a sudden and

75
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radical change in that company, and in each 
individual member of it. It was a change that 
equipped them with all that they required to 
enable them to revolutionise the world. For it 
was no less a task than this that lay before 
them:-

" Ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you and ye shall be witnes
ses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in all J udrea 
and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 

the earth! " 
The parting \Vords of their Lord had sunk 

deep into their wondering minds. Henceforth 
there could De no resumption of their fishing. 
They must wait for the promise of the Father, 
though how such men as they could reach the 
uttermost part of the earth was beyond their 
comprehension. But when the day came and 
the event occurred, they ,vere no longer in any 
kind of doubt. For had not the prophesy been 
fulfilled in them, " When He ascended up on 
high He led captivity captive and gave gifts 
unto men? " 

So the apostles and the disciples--every one 
of them-became gifted 1nen, each one" accord
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ." 

It was the possession and exercise of those 
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gifts that enabled them and others that followed 
them to achieve the miracle of the world-wide 
spread of the Church of God " to the uttermost 
part of the earth." And it is the possession and 
exercise of the same gifts that will achieve the 
same results to-day. For the people of God are 
not only regenerated by the Spirit, led by the 
Spirit and indwelt by the Spirit, they are also 
equipped by the Spirit with gifts enabling them 
to fulfil their part, whatever it may be, in the 
,vork of God in the Church anc.l in the world. 

It is a notable fact that it is not the natural 
"gifts" that count in the service of God, not 
the wit or wisdom or skill or ability, not the 
means or rank or influence or "personality" 
of a man that form the main factor in his 
effectiveness for God, but the enduements of 
the Spirit bestowed upon him to that end. It 
is "not by might nor by power but by My 
Spirit, saith the Lord." " For God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the 
,vise, and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things that are 
mighty, and base things of the world and things 
that are despised hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought the 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in.His 
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presence.'' The excellency of the po,veris of God. 
So the Spirit of God equips the people of God 

\vith gifts of the Spirit, the exercise of which is 
under His direct control and by means of which 
His Church is enabled to fulfil its functions in 
the world. 

There are three Scriptures which deal 
specifically with this important subject. They 
\vill be found in the 12th chapter of Romans, 
the 12th chapter of I Corinthians and the 4th 
chapter of Ephesians. 

From these passages \Ve may learn: -
(1) The Universality of the Gifts of the Spirit.

It is not, as in nature, the fe,v who are gifted,
but " unto every one of us is given grace accord
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ," for 
"God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith." The simile employed is that of a body 
and its members, all of which, ,vithout exception, 
are serviceable to the body. 

Not one member of the body of Christ can 
complain that he is without any gift, and there
fore useless in the Church of Christ, for "the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal." What dignity this imparts to 
the humblest believer, and what a holy sense of 
responsibility! 
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(2) The Diversity of the Gifts of the Spirit.
" Now there are diversities of gifts but the

same spirit, and there are differences of 
administrations but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same 
God which worketh all in all" (I Cor. 12, 4-6). 

" Having therefore gifts differing according to 
the grace that was given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the proportion of 
our faith; or ministry, let us give ourselves to our 
ministry; or he that teacheth, to his teaching; 
or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting; he that 
giveth, let him do it with liberality; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, 
with cheerfulness (Rom. 12, 6-8, R.V.). 

"For to one is given through the Spirit the 
\Vord of wisdom; and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; and to 
another faith in the same Spirit; and to another 
gifts of healings in the one Spirit; and to another 
workings of miracles; and to another prophecy; 
and to another discernings of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; and to another the 
interpretation of tongues (I Cor. 12, 8-10, R.V.). 
" And He gave some to be apostles and some 
evangelists and some pastors and teachers " 
(Eph. 4, 11). " And God hath set some in the 
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Church, firs�, apostles, secondly, prophets, 
thirdly, teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
1iealings, helps, governments, divers kinds of 
tongues " (I Cor. 12, 28). 

What a wealth of gifts! And what variety! 
Thus fully is the Church equipped for the fulfil
ment of its functions on earth. As the spirit of 
a man expresses itself in the world through die 
medium of a body fully equipped ,vith members 
variously fitted, eyes and ears and tongue and 
hands and brain, so the Spirit of God indwelling 
the body of Christ on earth operates through 
the medium of its many members. And as the 
members of a man's body are almost innumer
able, and comparatively few are obvious and 
obtrusive, those most essential being of ten the 
least noticeable, and quite obscure in their 
service, so with the gifts of the Spirit in the Body 
of Christ. Of these gifts bestowed upon the 
Church it may be noted : -
(1) All do not function in the same way.

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have 
all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret? (I Cor. 12, 29-30.) 

One may be an apostle yet not a prophet, a 
pastor but not a teacher, an evangelist but not 
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gifted in government. One n1an may have 
many gifts; another but one; as the hand serves 
the body in numberless uses while the eye only 
sees and the ear hears. The tongue again speaks 
and tastes and aids the process of eating, \vhile 
the teeth but bite the food. Yet all play their 
part and each is necessary to the rest. 
(2) All do not function at the same time.

At differing periods in the history of a human 
body its various members achieve varying 
relative importance. In early infancy the feet 
and voice and brain of a babe hardly function at 
all and it has no use for teeth. In youth the 
physical muscles of the boy display themselves 
in the exercise and energy of sport. In later life 
the brain, operating through eye and ear and 
voice, largely dominates the field. Yet all the 
1nembers have their varying parts to play in 
different measure from time to time. So it is 
vvith the gifts of the Spirit. They achieve 
prominence according to the varying needs of 
the Body of Christ do\vn the years. 

Thus to the infant church the outstanding 
gifts were those of the apostles, prophets, 
workers of miracles and speakers of divers kinds 
of tongues. \Vith the maturing years these 
special gifts became in abeyance and have largely 
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ceased, yielding place to those of the evangelist, 
teacher, pastor and many others. 
(3) All do not function to the sa1ne end.

The members of the human body have varying
objectives for their exercise, some being what 
are termed internal organs and others external. 
The internal organs concern themselves mainly 
with the growth and \vell-being of the body, 
while the external organs are occupied ,vith the 
body's relations to its environment-hearing 
and seeing and touching and handling things 
about it. 

So with the gifts of the Spirit. Their general 
purpose is stated as follows : - . 

"For the perfecting of the saints unto the 
work of ministering, unto the building up of the 
Body of Christ, till we all attain unto the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a full-grown man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ " (Eph. 4, 
12-13, R.V.). 

Thus it will be seen that the Spirit's chief 
concern is for " the building up of the Body of 
Christ and for the perfecting of the saints." 
This no doubt explains why the great majority 
of the gifts mentioned are concerned in their 
operation ,vith the Church rather than with men 
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and women outside. They are mainly " internal 
organs." But some are emphatically external 
and function in relation to the world around. 
This is notably so with the gift of the evangelist, 
though even this is stated to be for the building 
up of the Body and should be exercised with that 
end in view. 
(4) All are equally needful in their functioning.

"For the body is not one member but many
... and though many members yet but one body. 
And the eye cannot say to the hand, 'I have 
no need of thee,' nor again, the head to· the feet, 
' I have no need of you.' Nay, much more 
those members of the body, which seem to be 
more feeble, are necessary" (I Cor. 12, 14, 
20-22).

A church composed entirely of teachers would
be as anomalous as a body all head! As it 
takes all the members to make a complete body 
and all adequately functioning to make a healthy 
one, so each and every one of us is essential to 
the church and has his part to play therein. 

Are we gifted? Let us humbly and faithfully 
exercise our gift to the edifying of the Body and 
the glory of our Lord. 

Are we conscious of a lack of gift? Let us 
" covet earnestly " a gift. Folk only covet what 
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they lack. What gift shall we covet? A little 
gift? On the contrary Paul says, " covet 
earnestly the best gifts." And then he adds, 
" And yet I shew unto you a more excellent 
way." And that way is the way of LOVE, without 
which the best of gifts were but" sounding brass 
or tinkling cymbal." 

And the way of LOVE is the halhnark of every 
member of the Body of Christ, for " by this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples (said 
Christ) if ye love one another." 
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THE NEW CREATIO·N 

" Old things are passed away; behold. 

all things are become new." (II Cor. 5 : 17) 

THERE was no Church on earth when Christ
left the world. He ascended to the Father,
having completed the work that had been given
Him to do, but He left no Church behind Him.
He had said: " I will build My Church," but
He had not yet begun it. 

Truly the foundation had been laid, but
where was the building? The Redemption
Price had been paid which should provide the
Silver Sockets of the Tabernacle, but where \Vere
the. boards which, fitly framed together, should
form a habitation of God through the Spirit? 
The wood and the coals were in order, but where
was the fire? 

Well might the Devil exult and the world scoff
at the apparent failure of Calvary. True, the
tomb was empty, but there was nothing more.
The disciples, who, during His lifetime, had
cast out devils in His name, did so no longer,
but were seemingly scattered abroad or in hiding
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"for fear of the Jews." To the eyes of men and 
even to the minds of many who loved Him, it 
all seen1ed a complete fiasco, void of hope for 
the future. 

Yet not to all, for somewhere in Jerusalem, 
possibly ,vithin the Temple area itself, were 
gathered a believing company, a hundred and 
twenty in nwnber. They had seen the Lord, 
and had heard His behest to " ,vait for the 
promise of the Father," and for this they ,vere 
,vaiting and praying. They were of one mind 
and of one f ait�, but they ,vere no Church, for 
they were not one body. There was nothing 
to unite them into one entity. 1,hey \Vere a 
company, but not a Church, just as to-day there 
may be associations and religious institutions, 
bound together by rules and creeds and comn1on 
aims, which yet bear no more likeness to a 
Church of God than an automaton does to a 
man. The distinction is that which marks an 
organisation fro1n an organism, the one being an 
assemblage of units in association, yet having no 
essential and inseparable relation to each other 
(like the mechanical parts of a machine); the 
other being one inseparable whole having parts 
mutually essential one to another, like a body 
having many members. 
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I1nagine a great cauldron containing 120 
ingots of gold of varying size and shape. All 
are in association, and indeed in close contact 
one to another in the cauldron. Yet none is 
essential to the rest and any can be removed 
,vithout effect upon the re1nainder. But bring 
the cauldron to the fire, and mark the miracle 
,vrought by the flame. All are for ever fused 
and welded into an inseparable mass, each 
becoming a permanent and essential part of one 
great ,vhole. It is this ,vhich took place on the 
day of Pentecost. 

Behold an unparalleled episode in history
the Church's wonderful first day-a " sudden " 
event, as sudden as are all the crises of God in 
His dealings with men; as sudden as Bethlehem 
(Luke 2, 13); as sudden as His promised return 
(Mal. 3, 1); as sudden as the coming rapture 
(I Cor. 15, 5 2); as sudden as· the Day of the 
Lord (I Thess. 5, 3). A praying company of 
n1en and won1en were gathered "with one 
accord in one place." The I-leavens that had 
received their Lord ,vere silent above them, 
when " suddenly " the silence ,vas broken by 
" the sound of a rushing mighty wind which 
filled all the house where they were sitting, and 
there appeared unto them tongues like as a fire 
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parting among them, and it sat upon each of 
them, and they were all filled \Vith the Holy 
Ghost," and lo! the Church of God existed! 

This was that which had been prophesied by 
the prophet Joel, " I \Vill pour out My Spirit ... 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams." The greatest wonder 
of God's ways with men had come to pass. God 
had made for Himself a dwelling-place among 
men, " an habitation of God through the Spirit," 
a Ten1ple of the Holy Ghost, a Church of Spirit
filled men, through whom should be accom
plished" the acts of the Holy Ghost." 

On that one day that gathered. company had 
been transformed for ever from a group of 
disciples of Jesus into the Body of Christ on 
earth, a new creation, something radically differ
ent from every association of men hitherto 
conceived of-not a religious society, not a 
brotherhood of good men, not a mutual improve
ment association, but God's elect people, sancti
fied in Christ Jesus, whose names are vvritten in 
Heaven; God's Church, of which every spiritual 
man is a member, and in which no unregenerate 
man has any part or lot, though he accepts a 
"Christian" creed, or is a member of a" Christ-
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ian" community or religious organisation. 
It is no wonder that the multitudes came 

together and were confounded, saying, "What 
meaneth this? " It was the most amazing event 
in the history of the world, and was destined to 
effect a far greater change upon the human race 
and the course of future history than anything 
that had happened before or has happened since. 

Its effect was instantaneous and electric. 
The scene at Babel was reversed; the nations 
of the world, whose tongues then had been 
" con£ ounded," ,vere now confounded to find 
themselves brought once again to a common 
understanding; to find a new tie being f onned 
which was ultimately to bring together" a multi
tude which no man could number of all nations, 
and kindred, and people, and tongues," who 
should cry with a loud voice, " Salvation to our 
God" ! 

The scene at Sinai was reversed. In place 
of the terrors of the broken Law, before which 
_three thousand had perished, was the blessing 
of the smitten rock and out-poured Spirit under 
which three thousand \Vere born to eternal life. 
Here was a Pentecost indeed; Christ's great 
harvest home whereat He saw of the travail of 
His soul and was satisfied. Here was the Church 
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He was to build upon the Rock, against which 
the very gates of Hell should not prevail. It 
\vas a spirit-filled Church, filled with the Spirit 
of Power, and there£ ore invincible, filled with 
the Spirit of Wisdom displayed in feeble men 
that all the glory might be of God. 

Let us examine this wondrous new thing that 
God had created, and see what it was like. 

The first thing that strikes us is its utter 
simplicity and the absence of many things men 
consider essential to the existence of a religious 
community. For example, it was innocent of 
any form of constitution with rules or creeds. 
It had neither priests nor prayer book, nor any 
" place of worship." It knew nothing of vest
ments or ceremonial, nor the observance of 
"days and months, and times, and years." All 
these things did not exist in the Church of 
apostolic days. 

In fact this was its characteristic distinction 
from the religion of the Jews. The latter (the 
only God-given "religion " in the stricter sense 
of the word) was to Christianity as a fold is to a 
flock; the one, a nation enclosed by a ,vall of 
ordinances; the other, a company of " sheep " 
called out from the Jewish fold and Gentile 
,vilderness around One Shepherd, with no other 
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bond of union than a common life in and devo
tion to that Shepherd, and no other rule than to 
follow Him. 

Who were the members of this new com
munity? 

The first were Jews and proselytes from every 
nation under Heaven, many of them " devout 
men," others perhaps from among the ribald 
" mockers," even " as many as the Lord should 
call," "the Lord addi:r:ig daily to the Church 
such as were_ being saved." Then, as we read 
in the thrilling descriptions of those stirring 
early days in the book of the Acts, a great com
pany of the priests were obedient unto the faith, 
and 1nultitudes both of men and women were 
added to the Lord. After that came the Gentile 
believers to swell the host, rich and poor, 
ignorant and learned; but all of one heart and 
one mind. 

What did these converts do? A very explicit 
account is given in Acts 2, 37-47. 

1. They Repented. Pricked in their hearts,
they inquired eagerly the way of salvation, and 
were told to repent. This they did whole
heartedly then and there, as evidenced by a 
complete and radical change of mind toward 
Him whom but a few weeks since they had 
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crucified and slain with execration and hatred. 
2. They gladly received the word. They

believed the good news of remission of sin in the 
name of Jesus Christ, and of His glorious exalta
tion to the right hand of God to be a Prince and 
a Saviour. 

3. They were Baptised. What a baptising
that was-thousands of them! How the city 
must have been moved and what divison there 
must have been in families, two against three, 
and three against two, and a man's foes they of 
his own household, as Christ had foretold. 

4. They continued steadfast. As they had
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so they walked 
in Him with purpose of heart, cleaving unto the 
Lord. And this steadfastness was displayed in 
four directions. 
· (a) In the teaching of the apostles. They
were not blown about by every wind of
doctrine. They had embraced a very unpopular
and highly dangerous truth, and there was every
incentive to waver, but they had not followed
cunningly devised fables; it was truth, ,vonderfu1
truth, and it held them steadfast.

(b) In Fellowship. They found themselves
in a goodly fello\-vship, · a bond of brotherly love 
such as had never bound men together before, 
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and they continued steadfast in it. 
(c) In Breaking of Bread. Here was some

thing new indeed. As the prodigal son's return 
to his father's house was celebrated at a joyful 
supper table, \vhere they " began to be merry," 
so it was now. From house to house they 
gathered with gladness and singleness of heart, 
and broke bread-their Lord's own token-in 
memory of Him ,vhom they had come to love, 
showing forth His death until He should come. 
And they continued steadfast in it. 

(d) In Prayers. The new born life expressed
itself in praying, as it ever does. Oh, those 
first prayer meetings of the Church of God! 
How ,vould they compare with some to-day? 
Of how many a new convert was it said, as of 
Saul of Tarsus, " Behold he prayeth "; and they 
continued steadfast in it. How they prayed and 
prayed! What n1usic must it have been in the 
ears of their risen Lord in glory! 

Nor was this all they did. There was some
thing further of surpassing significance recorded 
of them. 

5. They were together and had all things
common. They were just a huge united family 
of brothers, with common interests and common 
concerns. Not that they did not have individual 
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possessions and in some instances retained them; 
but that " none said that aught of the things he 
possessed was his own." Self-seeking had faded 
before brotherly kindness, so that there was" not 
any among them that lacked." 

There is nothing like the Gospel to loosen the 
purse strings, and there are certainly no givers 
on earth to be compared with Christians. It 
began spontaneously when the Church began, 
and has continued ever since. 

Such is the picture of the Church of God in 
its first and earliest manifestation. Is the picture 
true of the Church to-day? 
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THE OPPOSITION 

'' Wliat agreement lzath the temple 

vf God ,uith idols?" (II Car. 6: 16) 

THE Church of Christ having now become a
Church in being, ,vhat room was there for it in
the world? I-low ,vas it received by the men to
whom it came? It "'as a "new thing," and as
such must certainly provoke comment and attract
attention. Would its reception be friendly or
hostile? Was it a v.rclcome or a war that awaited
the ne,v-born Church? It \Vas not long before the
answer to these questions ,vas made abundantly
manifest. The people of God speedily found
themselves accorded the same treatn1ent at the
hands of men as their Lord had received before
thcn1. As He ,vas, so "'ere they in this world. As
there \Vas no room for the new-born Babe in the
inn, so there v1as no roo1n for His Church. Its
appearance ,vas the signal for general hostility.
Position begat opposition, and the saints found
themselves in the enemy's country with a
declaration of ,var fron1 the very first day. They
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were a Church Militant from the beginning, and 
have continued so ever since. 

This indeed was inevitable, " for what fellow
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness, 
and what communion hath light with dark
ness? " There could be no compromise, no 
truce, no armistice, but, on the contrary, on both 
sides it was tacitly recognised as war a outrance. 

Yet it was entirely unprovoked. There ,vas 
nothing in the Christians themselves calculated 
to provoke hostility. On the contrary, "they 
had favour ,vith all the people" (Acts 2, 47). 

They were An Inoffensive People. It is 
recorded of them that " they lived peaceably and 
would not assert their rights." They turned the 
other cheek, they gave the cloak also. It takes 
tvvo to quarrel. ,Vho could quarrel with such 
peace-makers? 

They were, moreover, A Loving People. It 
was their outstanding feature. " By this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." 

They were A Christ-like People. "They took 
knowledge of them that they had been ,vith 
Jesus," for their character and conduct 
resembled His. They loved their enemies as 
He had done. Who could forget Stephen's 
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dying prayer: "Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge! " ? 

They were A Tolerant People. They were 
not iconoclasts, they ,vere not destructive of 
other religions. They were even found worship
ping in the Temple in the early days. Nothing 
could be less provocative than their behaviour 
,vith regard to the creeds of those around them. 
They were non-contentious against suc4 mat
ters, though they contended earnestly for the 
Faith. Yet " the Way " they followed was 
hated and opposed and everywhere spoken 
against. 

Why was this? 
It was because their very existence was a chal

lenge. Truth and error cannot exist together, 
and while they were not concerned to refute 
error, but to proclaim the truth, that truth in 
itself was the greatest enemy to all the lies of the 
devil that held men in bondage all around them. 
Wherever Jesus had gone the demons had cried 
out and fled before Him, and it ,vas the same 
with the Church as it went forth proclaiming 
His gospel. 

It is the same to-day, and it is as true individ
ually as collectively. " Yea, and all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 
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If our life is truly for God it \vill certainly arouse 
hostility. The only way to escape this ( and, 
alas, one commonly adopted!) is to compromise. 

But the early Church ,vas in no mood for com
promise, and accordingly the opposition ,vas 
bitter. 

It arose mainly from t,vo directions: -
1. Opposition from the Priests.
Religion has always been the greatest enemy

of Christianity. It was the priests who 
" crucified and slew the Lord of Glory," and it 
was the priests ,vho first attacked His Church. 
And so it has ever been throughout the centuries. 
Official religion has ever been the foe to the 
Church of God. The priests were the recog
nised religious authorities, they were really 
religious, they were perfectly sincere, and they 
were full of zeal, and yet they persecuted the 
Church and were found fighting against God. 
This is because religion, and sincerity, and zeal 
may yet be utterly wrong, and, if ,vrong, are all 
the more dangerous because of their very reality. 

Their zeal led them to hatred, to injustice, to 
cruelty, and even to murder. This is ever the 
penalty of light refused. "The god of this \Vorld 
hath blinded the minds of those that believe 
not," and such· was their blindness that, like 
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Saul of rfarsus, they verily thought that they 
" ought to do 1nany things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth," ,vhich things they also 
did. The greatest atrocities recorded in history 
have been committed by the official leaders of 
religion against the people of God. 

2. Opposition from the Throne.
"The kings of the earth stood up, and the

rulers were gathered together against the Lord, 
and against His Christ." "Herod stretched 
forth his hand to vex certain of the Church, and 
he killed James, the brother of John, with the 
sword." 

Kings and governments have often persecuted 
their best citizens, and generally at the instiga

tion of the priests, as in this case, " because he 
sa,v it pleased the J cws." Thus the infant 
Church found itself opposed by the ,vhole force 
of religious and secular authority. �7hat chance 
had it under such circumstances? Indeed, 
the opposition appeared to triumph. It had been 
so at Calvary. The priests had ,vagged their 
heads in confident triumph at the spectacle of the 
bleeding, agonising Christ bet\veen two thieves. 
So it was now. Ho\v foolish must Peter have 
looked as he was dragged through the streets 
like an apprehended criminal! What a poor, 
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harried, helpless, broken creature must Stephen 
have appeared as the stones crushed out his life 
in the market-place, and what a contrast to Saul 
of Tarsus in all his dignity as the official witness 
of the execution! What a pitiable sight \Vas 
poor J aines' headless body as the weeping 
disciples bore it away for burial! 

Yet appearances are deceptive. Opposition 
does not mean def eat, nor do vaunted triumphs 
always spell victory. The Church had been born 
for conflict. "I came not to send peace, but a 
sword, for I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law, and a man's foes shall be they of 
his own household," had been the prophecy of 
Our Lord. The enemies of the inf ant Church 
were soon to discover, to their utter astonish
ment, that to all attack from without it \Vas 
invulnerable, invincible and irresistible! 

Persecution but fostered zeal and devotion; 
scattering but spread the fire, and martyrdom 
was the seed which, failing into the ground and 
dying, brought forth an hundredfold! 

But the devil had other methods of attack. If 
opposition from without proved futile, he would 
try opposition from within. Would the Church 
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prove immune from attack within its gates? 
Dissension, discontent, deception, duplicity, and 
disloyalty within were far more formidable foes 
than priests and kings without. Suppose 
" murmuring " in place of " rejoicing " : sup
pose " envying " instead of " loving "; suppose 
the eye of faith could be diverted from Christ 
to self-interest-what then? And so the attack 
,vas launched. How frail and vulnerable was 
the Church when opposed from within, by 
contrast with its impregnability from ·without! 

The attack was three£ old. The three chief 
enemies of unity throughout the ages made their 

. . 

appearance 1n succession. 
1. Duplicity (Acts 5). A deviation from

" simplicity and godly sincerity." God's first 
requirement of His people is absolute honesty. 
"Thou requirest truth in the inward parts." 
Ananias and Sapphira sought to appear other 
than they really were. It was an offence against 
Light. If this prevailed in the Church the 
result would have been what God hates most
a mixture. A Church of all sorts-iron and clay, 
to use the figures of Daniel. God, there£ ore, 
visited. its first appearance with a signal mark of 
His displeasure, and gave His first solemn lesson 
to His Church, that it must at all costs be holy, 
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full of light, having no part dark. The effect 
was most salutary. " Great fear came upon the 
Church, and of the rest durst no man join 
himself to them." 

2. Dissension (Acts 6). Here ,vas an offence
against Love. The Grecians and Hebrews at 
loggerheads over their share of the Church 
funds! Self-interest is contrary to the very 
existence of the Church, and if this prevailed 
the result would have been division in place of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
How wisely the apostles met the crisis! They

selected men to oversee the distribution, and that 
the Grecians should have no further cause of 
complaint they were careful to choose the 
deacons from among the Greeks themselves! 
Thus the enemy was defeated in this attack also. 

3. Distinction (Acts 8). Here \Vas the intro
duction of perhaps the \vorst of all the troubles 
that has afflicted the Church of God throughout 
its history-the love of power-Simon, the 
sorcerer, saying: "Give me this power." 
Ambition, love of pre-eminence, the desire to 
lord it over the Church-this is an offence 
against Lowliness. If this prevailed the result 
would have ·been the setting up of a clerical 
caste in the Church of God, exercising " po,ver " 
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and domination over the flock, utterly foreign 
to the purpose and teaching of the Lord Himself. 
" Whosoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your servant." " And ,vhosoever of you ,vill 
be the chiefest shall be servant of all." 

1.,hus it vvas at the very beginning, and so it 
has been since. The Church of God invulner
able from without, but, alas, so open to attack 
from within, yet graciously preserved, so that 
whenever the enemy has come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord has lifted up a standard 
against him. 

So, having received help of God, it has con
tinued unto this day. 





THE TRIUMPH 

" So migl11t?y grew tlzc word of 

God and prevailed." (Acts 19 : 20) 

THE triumph of the Church of God in face of
its enemies is one of the greatest miracles of
history. Logically it should have been extinct
in the first generation. The forces arrayed
against it were overwhelming, while its natural
resources were negligible. It had none of the
elements that are relied upon for success among
men. It had neither wealth, nor influence, nor
patronage. Its members were for the most part
unlearned men. Its numbers were few and its
cause unpopular. It was reckoned unpatriotic
by the Jews and subversive of discipline by the
Romans. To espouse it was highly dangerous
and of ten meant the loss of all things. 

And yet it triumphed in face of hatred, perse
cution, prison, and death. 

It triumphed in thousands. Whole districts
turned to the Lord. Samaria ( of all places) with
one accord gave heed to the message of the
gospel from the lips of Jews who hitherto had
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had no dealings ,vith Sa1naritans. 
What a triumph over racial hatred, and what 

an irrestible demonstration of the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said, " But I say unto 
you, love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you." V\7hat thrilling times those must 
have been as " believers \Vere the more added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women," 
and as "there came also a multitude out of the 
cities round about Jerusalem "; so much as to 
provoke the· authorities to alarm and envy, 
"doubting \vhereunto this would grow." 
Thousands upon thousands flocked to the name 
of Jesus, so that " the number of. the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly.'' 

Most \Vonderf ul triumph of all, " a great 
company of the priests were obedient to the 
faith." Is there any class of men in all history 
more hidebound by tradition, more impervious 
to influence by reason of their training, and 1nore 
hedged about by pride of caste than ,vere the 
priests of Judaism? In any religion (including 
that of Christendom) the priest is by virtue of 
his official position permanently pledged to the 
tenets of his faith which he has s,vorn to uphold, 
and upon loyalty to which his very existence ,vill 
often depend. Yet even here, and here most of 
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all, the Church triumphed, s,vceping a,vay as a 
flood all the barriers ,vhich prejudice, prudence, 
or pride would oppose to its onward course. 

Think of that great company of priests 
abandoning the service of the temple in the 
order of their courses, renouncing their share of 
the temple offerings and gladly suffering the loss 
of all things for the sake of the once hated name 
of Jesus. Think of the bitter hatred, the revil
ing, the persecution, and peril to life itself that 
must have been their lot, and marvel at the 
triumph of the gospel. 

The Church triumphed continually. It ,vas 
not merely the wave of emotion at Pentecost, as 
at some occasion of religious revival kno,vn to 
modern times, ,vhich swept men off their feet 
and then died down. No, "the Lord added 
daily to the Church such as "'ere being saved." 

The triumph was lasting. Its effect upon 
those who received the word ,vas a permanent 
one. Here was no passing enthusiasm. Those 
who received the word "clave unto the Lord," 
and displayed the grace of God in ne\vness of 
life. 

This ,vas indeed the test that Ga1naliel applied 
to the infant Church, confident in his own mind 
that time would prove its undoing, as it had 
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other movements before it. " If this council 
or this work be of man it \vill come to naught, 
but if it be of God ye cannot overthrow it, lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God." 
The Church took up the challenge and emerged 
triumphant. 

The triumph was general. All sorts and con
ditions of men were reached-not merely the 
ignorant and the emotional, but the cultured 
and the educated classes. Jews, Samaritans, 
Greeks, barbarians, Romans, slaves, masters 
rulers, beggars, strong and weak, men, 
women and little children. 

The same message triumphed equally with 
minds and hearts of every diversity and in every 
variety of circumstance. It was a gospel for all. 
It was a catholic Church in the truest sense from 
the first day. 

The triumph was glorious. Every day 
brought fresh stories of grace, marvellous and 
thrilling conversions, men falling down in the 
midst of the Church and ,vorshipping God and 
reporting that God was in their company of a 
truth. 

There were no doubts as to sudden conversion 
in those days; it was a matter of daily occur
rence. How glorious it must have been to live 
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iri Jerusalem in the stirring days of A.D. 40 I 
Could the story be fully recorded, I doubt if 

the whole ,vorld would contain the books that 
should be written. There is room in heaven, 
however, and there the records are complete. 
We shall read them at leisure, no doubt, in the 
glad eternity to come. 

But for our learning and encouragement now 
the Holy Ghost has selected and placed 
on permanent record three typical triumphs
three instances of sudden conversion each repre
sentative without doubt of many others of 
which no earthly record is preserved. In each 
case the most minute details are given, and 
the story is told in so masterly a manner that 
the character lives before us for all time, and 
vve are enabled in a remarkable degree to enter 
into his spiritual experience and compare it with 
our own. 

All three were men educated, influential, 
moral, and religious. Each was unexpectedly 
converted, and each was what would be con
sidered to-day as an unlikely case. Each was 
saved by a remarkable and direct intervention of 
God, though in one case the intervention was 
not perceived until after the event. 

They were three very different men. One 
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brought up in darkest Africa, amid all the 
degrading influences of heathen surroundings; 
another a high-class Jev.7, saturated with racial 
prejudices and fanatical hatred of the name of 
Jesus; the last ,vas a Ro1nan soldier, stern and 
hard and cynical by training and profession. 

The stories are told in three consecutive 
chapters (Acts 8, 9 and 10), and form together 
an epic of the grace of God. It is further 
interesting and significant to note that though 
each was a sudden conversion, in every case the 
ground had been prepared by God beforehand 
for a longer or shorter period. Indeed nothing 
emerges more clearly fron1 these stories of salva
tion than the sovereign grace of God-grace 
victoriously triumphant in the strangest circum
stances. 

Consider the story of the eunuch of Ethiopia 
(Acts 8). He was a man by birth as far removed 
from gospel influence as could ,veil be conceived, 
probably a proselyte to Judaism, attending at 
Jerusalem for the occasion of the Feast of Pente
cost. He was frankly a seeker after God, yet 
disappointed in his search, for he had found an 
empty Temple, from ,vhich the glory had 
departed, and we meet him first as A l\!J an 
Returning, travelling back to the darkness of his 
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native land, each step seemingly taking him 
farther from hope and from God. 

But we see him also as A Man Reading. His 
attention has been directed to the Word of God, 
and he is studying the " gospel according to 
Isaiah " with earnest though puzzled mind. He 
is groping after the light, and he is now seeking 
in the right direction, for " the entrance of Thy 
Word giveth light." How encouraging to 
every seeking soul is the fact that God was 
,vatching his course with tender solicitude, and 
sent him at the very crucial moment of his search 
a teacher \vho could " preach unto hi1n Jesus." 

What wonder then that the story closes ,vith 
a picture of him as A Man Rejoicing! Believing 
with all his heart, baptised before his wondering 
retinue, and going on his way alone, yet full of 
joyful confidence. What a triumph! One day 
history may reveal the part played by this first 
African convert in the formation of that great 
church that spread and flourished in the first 
centuries throughout North Africa . 

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9) 
may be said to constitute in its far-reaching 
results the greatest individual victory in the 
history of the Church of God. It ,vas of a 
highly <.lra1natic character. The details (thrice 
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recounted in Scripture) are too familiar to call 
for repetition here. It was a case of grace 
triumphing over the most violent antipathy and 
determined opposition of the mind and will. No 
better description could be given of the event 
than that employed by Paul himself when he 
declared that he was "apprehended by Christ 
Jesus." It was an arrest upon the highway, an 
arrest effected by the Lord Himself ,vithout 
human intervention. 

There had no doubt been some preparation 
for the crisis, as is ever the case; a man's con
version, however sudden and unexpected, being 
but the last link in a chain of divinely guided 
circumstances more or less clearly discernible 
in retrospect. Stephen's dying prayer and the 
sight of his face " as it had been the face of an 
angel," n1ust have been a powerful factor in the 
preparation of Paul's mind and heart for ,vhat 
was to follow. And then his visits to the houses 
of the believers, his first introduction to that 
most powerful demonstration of Christianity, a 
Christian home, albeit for the purpose of haling 
men and women and committing them to prison, 
who can measure the effects of such an exper
ience upon the persecutor? The united test
imony of all who ,vere brought before him, 
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their joy and peace in believing, their non
retaliation, and, above all, their prayer for those 
that despitefully used them, all combined to 
prepare the way for the crisis awaiting him 
outside Damascus. 

The story of Saul's conversion can perhaps 
best be summarised in his own words before 
King Agrippa. Seven things he said concerning 
his previous character, his conversion, and his 
after conduct. They are recorded in Acts 26: 
" I lived " (v. 5), " I thought " (v. 9), " I saw " 
(v. 13), "I heard" (v. 14), "I said" (v. 15), "I 
was not disobedient " (v. 19), and " I continue 
unto this day" (v. 22). 

It was at once a conversion and a commission. 
He was saved and sent at the same time. It was 
bewilderingly sudden. The exclusive Pharisee 
of a few moments before found himself 
appointed in a flash a minister and a witness to 
the Gentiles, whom all his life he had held in 
contempt and abhorrence, and from that time 
onward he lived in daily peril from his o,vn 
countrymen, and the devoted servant of the 
people for whom he had the greatest natural 

antipathy, while the name he most hated had 

become to him the name that is above every 

name for ever in his heart and on his lips. Such 
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was the triumph of the persecuted Church over 
its arch-persecutor. 

With Cornelius, the Gentile centurion, God's 
methods were again different. To the eunuch 
God sent a man, to Saul Christ appeared Him
self, while to Cornelius God sent an angel. Thus 
God has many varying ways and avenues by 
,vhich to reach and capture the City of Mansoul. 

Cornelius was an illustration of the conversion 
of a good man. For he ,vas a devout man and 
one that feared God with all his house, and gave 
much alms to the people and prayed to God 
always. And that before he was converted! 
Yet with all this he needed to hear " \Vords 
whereby he might be saved," as much as the 
vilest sinner. For while, as Peter testified, 
"God is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation he that feareth Him and \Vorketh 
righteousness is accepted with Him," yet it is 
only through Jesus Christ that peace is pro
claimed, and it is through His name alone that 
" whosoever believeth in Him� shall receive 
remission of sins." Cornelius kne\V nothing of 
forgiveness or peace. He was a moral but not 
a spiritual man, and the Church is composed 
of spiritual people and no others. 

But in his case there \Vas no conflict, only an 
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eager readiness to hear and receive the message. 
There was a conflict truly, but it was with the 
messenger who was to bring the message. Here 
\Vas the battle and here the triumph of grace. For 
Peter had never (oh, with what self-complacency 
he said it!) eaten anything that is common or 
unclean. Poor Peter, how prone he was to 
contradict the Lord, and how hardly he learned 
his lessons. Yet the lesson was learned, the 
victory was gained, and the Holy Ghost fell upon 
the Gentile centurion and his household, as on 
Peter and his brethren at the beginning. 

Thus the Church triumphed, and thus it 
triumphs still. " Not by might nor by po,ver, 
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord." 





THE SPREADING FLAME 

" And unto the uttermost 

part of the earth.'' (Acts I :8) 

LooKING back as we can over the Church's
age-long history, nothing is more astonishing
than the manner in which it has gro\vn from a
grain of mustard seed, "the least of all seeds,"
until it has become " the greatest of herbs." At
the same time another grovvth hostile to the
Church has sprung up alongside and spread con
tinuously and in competition with it. Never was
a parable more completely fulfilled in history than
that in which the words were spoken, " Let both

grow together." Truly the infant Church gre,v,
and as in all growth that of the early days was
most apparent and most rapid. 

Indeed, if the Church had continued to
increase in the same proportion as it began, the
whole world vvould have been evangelised in the
first centuries, for it spread from that first com
pany in Jerusalem-some 120 praying souls-to
3000 at Pentecost, rapidly increasing in the first
weeks to 5000. Then Judea heard the Word,

ll9 
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all the towns and villages ,vhere the Saviour 
had walked and talked, and in each of which 
there dwelt living \vitnesses to His healing 
power: blind men \vho saw, lame men who 
walked, dumb who spake, devil-possessed 
clothed and in their right minds, lepers who had 
been cleansed, and even dead who had been 
brought back to life-these were more than 
ready for the glad tidings which came to then1 
from the lips of Spirit-filled men, telling of that 
same Saviour risen from the dead. 

It was as a match to a well-laid fire. 
The response was immediate and widespread. 
Samaria gladly received the Word, and "there 
was great joy in that city." There those who 
"had heard Him themselves and kne,v that this 
was indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the ,vorld," 
triumphantly acclaimed Him the same in His 
resurrection glory. And so it spread to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 

How came the Church to spread so fast? 
I. The Enemy Spread It. They blew upon

the flames to blow them out, but only succeeded 
in blowing them up. The fire they scattered set 
fresh fires wherever the sparks fell. The blood 
of the martyrs proved to be the seed of the 
Church. The most vital and effective \Vay in 
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which to serve a cause is to die for it. The axe 
that severed James' head proved to be an axe 
laid to the root of the tree of Judaism. The 
greatest propagandists of the Gospel have ever 
been its enemies who have sought to stay its 
progress. Few people nowadays read the ser
mons of Ridley and Latimer, yet the candle they 
lit in dying shines vividly in the national con
sciousness to-day. 

2. The Lord Spread It. "The hand of the
Lord was with them confirming the Word, with 
signs following." The enemy locked them 
within prison doors with all safety. The Lord 
opened the doors, and, lo! the men were preach
ing in the temple! Their chief champion was 
arrested on the highway by the direct interven
tion of the Lord Himself, and transformed into 
"a chosen vessel to bear His name." Nothing 
is more manifest than the finger of God directing 
and controlling the course of events in those first 
critical days. 

3. The Apostles Spread It. Peter opened the
door \Vith those glorious keys vvith which Christ 
honoured this rock-like man (once shifting as 
the sand), first to the Jews, " men and brethren, 
children of the seed of Abraham," and then to 
the Gentile company gathered in Cornelius' 
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house. Paul took up the theme. Philip, the 
evangelist, assisted by his four daughters (" the 
Lord gave the Word: great was the company of 
the women that published it," (Psa. 68, 11, 
R.V.). Barnabas, Silas, Apollos, and many
another valiant for truth, the record of ,vhose
"Acts" is registered in the Acts of the Apostles
written in heaven. Who does not long to scan
the records in glory of the doings of John, the
beloved disciple, of Andrew, of Philip, and
Thomas, and others of that goodly company in
those early days? One and all they joined in
spreading it.

4. The Church Spread Itself. They went
everywhere preaching the Word. The rank and 
file took up the task. Every believer became a 
witness and a soul-winner. The truth in this 
way penetrated every walk of life, for there were 
witnesses in the market place, in the home, and 
even in Cresar's household. 

This, then, was how it spread. If it is asked, 
"Why did it spread? " the answer is equally 
clear. 

1. It Spread Because It Was True. It \Vas

genuine, a real thing. Forgiveness, salvation, 
victory, love, joy, peace, assurance, communion, 
these things \Vere real and are real. They ,vere 
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no mere creeds, but vital experiences of which 
those who preached them had tasted and were 
then in present enjoyment. 

There is no business axiom more sure than 
this, that it pays to advertise a genuine article. 

2. It Spread Because It Was Alive. It was
endued with" the power of an endless life." 

There is something more than surprising in 
the force of a living thing. Who has not beheld 
with wonder some great castle wall split in twain 
by the unaided efforts of an ivy vine, which h�s 
forced its way by sheer persistency through some 
small crevice, and in course of years triumphed 
over the opposing mass of masonry. In the 
new-born Church was new-born life, and the 
gates of hell could not prevail against it. 

3. It Spread Because of Zeal and Devotion.
Even a bad cause zealously served will prosper 
for a time. This was a cause worth living for, 
and its followers were men who lived for nothing 
else. Of how many is this true to-day? 
Christian service was not a thing to be pursued 
in one's leisure time in the early days. It took 
first place: " For me to live is Christ," said 
Paul. If a man was converted his family and 
friends knew it, and the matter became a vital 
issue for them all. A man running in the street 
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attracts attention and comment. The same man 
walking would provoke no remark. It is when, 
like David, we " run in the way of His command
ments," that people take notice. The profes
sing Church has settled down in its middle life 
to an easy saunter, and no one is provoked. 

4. It Spread Because of Heroic Self-sacrifice.
Its members discovered that it was a cause not 
only worth living for, but abundantly \vorth 
dying for. Indeed, it is the only thing in the 
world worth that to-day. Men will pay a big 
price for many things, but there is nothing for 
which a man will lay down his life of choice. 

Yet for Christ's sake they suffered the loss of 
all things, and counted not their lives dear unto 
themselves. This is what is lacking in professing 
believers of modern times. The next great 
revival will be ushered in as every revival has 
been, by men who are content to be as " the 
off-scouring of the earth" for Christ's sake. Vile 
are most of us too comfortable for a Pentecost. 

5. It Spread Because of the Spirit of Love.

There had never existed before a society bound 

together by mutual love. It was a most arrest

ing phenomenon, and a most magnetic one. 
There was no doubt these people loved one 

another with a love that knew no limits, and 
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sprang from no earthly source. Moreover, they 
did not only love one another, they loved sinners 
and longed to win them for Christ. And, most 
,vonderful of all, they loved their enemies, and 
prayed for those that despitefully used them . 
. .<\nd this accomplished more than all their zeal 
and self-sacrifice. Men could oppose zeal with 
counter-zeal, but ,vhat could prevail against 
meekness and lowliness, kindness and love? It 
was a new thing, and by it they proved more than 
conquerors. Thus, the infant Church spread in 
all directions and broke all bounds. 

At first it was a Jewish church, in outlook as 
well as membership, and it needed a Divine 
revelation to pave the way for the preaching of 
the glad tidings to the " sinners of the Gentiles." 

"What God has cleansed, that call not thou 
common or unclean." So the good news came 
at length to the " other sheep " a,vay in the 
Gentile wilderness. The Good Shepherd had 
visited the Jewish fold and, calling His own 
sheep by name, had led them out, never there
after to be reckoned Jews, nor folded again in 
the "wall of partition," and from the wilderness 
the same Good Shepherd was bringing His 
'' other sheep'' (shepherdless hitherto), that they 
might hear His voice and become ,vith the sheep 
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called from the fold," One flock with one Shep
herd" (John 10, 16, R.V. ). Henceforth the 
enfolding wall was gone, laws and ordinances 
had passed away; the flock knew but one la,v
the law of love to the Shepherd and to one 
another. They gathered round Him and "did 
not want." He made them lie down in green 
pastures. They sat down under His shadow 
with great delight. The day had not yet arrived 
when human prudence and caution should build 
up enfolding walls and seek to enclose the 
Church of God within them, " cutting " them 
thus into rival "sects" with competing interests 
and claims. How blessed and simple were those 
multitudinous companies in every town and 
village gathered ( often in private houses) around 
the table of the Lord to worship Him in 
simplicity and godly sincerity. 

Now the Gentile converts came thronging in, 
and a crisis of the first magnitude arose. " Ye 
must be circumcised! Ye must keep the law 
of Moses! " cried the Judaisers, as they sought 
to " put a yoke on the necks of the disciples," a 
yoke which neither they themselves nor their 
fathers had been able to bear. Here was a crisis 
indeed. The whole future of the Church hung 

in the balance. Having begun in the Spirit, was 
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it to be made perfect through the flesh? Was 
Christianity to be but another religion imposed 
on men? At the moment of peril that doughty 
champion of the Gospel of Grace, Paul, stepped 
boldly into the breach, withstanding even Peter 
to the face, and giving place to those who would 
bring into bondage, no, not for an hour, " that 
the truth of the Gospel might continue." 

Men have always sought to make a religion of 
Christianity, and to bind living souls in dead 
grave-clothes. We are not a fold, but a flock. 
We have not a dead creed, but a living Christ. 
The Church is not an organisation, but an 
organism, a living body fitly joined together, 
filled with the Spirit of God, and controlled by 
its Head in Heaven. 

The battle was fought, and the victory was 
won, and thenceforth though the J udaisers 
continued to oppose and even persecute, the 
Church, free and unfettered, spread and pros
pered throughout the world of the Roman 
Empire, until it bade fair to break all bounds 
and triumph universally. Its success ,vas 
indeed phenomenal. 

In the year A.O. 110, Pliny wrote to the 
Emperor Trajan: "The number of the accused 
(Christians) is so great as to call for serious 
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consultation. Many persons are informed 
against, every age and rank and of both sexes, 
and 1nany more \-\1ill be accused. Nor has the 
contagion of this superstition seized cities only, 
but the lesser towns also, and the open 
country . . . " He adds that for a time the 
temples were almost forsaken, and the sacred 
rites abandoned, so that there ,vere few 
purchasers of victims for the heathen sacrifices. 
Such was the power of the gospel, and such its 
magnetic force among sinners ,vorld wide. 

Read Tertullian's testimony: " Who that 
beholds these things is not in1pelled to inquire 
into the cause, and who ,vhen he has inquired 
does not embrace Christianity? And ,vho when 
he has embraced it does not himself wish to 
suffer for it? " 

Let me close · ,vith a contemporary picture 
from the pen of the heathen writer, Pliny, in 
another letter to the Emperor Trajan: 

" The whole of the crime or error of the 
Christians lay in this. They were accuston1ed 
on a certain day to meet before daylight and to 
sing among themselves a hymn to Christ as a 
God; and to bind themselves by an oath not to 
commit any wickedness, not be to guilty of theft 
or robbery or adultery; never to falsify their 
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\Vord nor to deny a pledge committed to them 
\Vhen called upon to return it. When these 
things were performed, it was their custom to 
separate and then to come together again to a 
harmless meal, of which they partook in common 
without any disorder." 

So we leave the story, an epic of the grace of 
God, with grateful hearts and a solemn sense 
of the heritage upon which we in our day and 
generation have entered, and the holy trust 
imposed on us to preserve in the Church of 
to-day the same three keynotes of its primitive 
forerunner: SINCERITY, SANCTITY, SIMPLICITY, 

till that glorious day dawns in which God will 
display to principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, " without spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing," the Church, the greatest \vonder of His 
creation, the very temple of the Holy Ghost. 





EPILOGUE 

J T is the evening of a Lord's Day in Ronie ·in
the spring of A .D. 60. The Imperial City of the 
Seven Hills is loohing its very besl in the setting 
sun with its nzarbfo palaces., temples, triumphal 
arches and statues in11u1nerablc along the Via 
Sacra with the niighty Colosseum. dominating all. 
It is indeed a city of palaces, albeit szirroi,nded 
with hovels. A place of glory and grossness where 
pride and poverty, voluptuousness and vice, 
1nirth and niisery, callousness and cruelly abou,nd 
on every hand. A place 1

' whe·re Satan's seat is."
In a hum.blc quarter of the cit,, •where the 

workers ply their trade is the house of a certain. 
lent maker na1ned A qui/a and his wife, Priscilla. 
Let us enter it this evening. The worh of I he day 
is done and the largest rooni is cleared for com
pany. They have already gathered as we arrive 
and the room, is full. There niust be some fifty 
or 1nore ·men and wornen there, niostly seated on 
rztgs about the floor or u,pon the few seals avail
able. 

They arc a 1nixed com,pany indeed; a few well" 
dressed f olh of the patrician class, so111e tradesnien 
and merchants with their ,zui,z,es, but the majority 
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poor and rneanly clad, with not a few who bear 
lhe un11iistahable badge of slavery. A couple of 
oil lam,ps with floati11,g wicks have been lit and 
shed an uncertain light in the gathering dusk on 
the faces of Liz e guests. 

Those faces arrest our attention as we enter from 
the cro·wded streets without. For among all the 
niultitudes which thronged the 1narket-places as we 
passed through we saw 110 such expressions as 
these. A quiet settled peace and a holy joy marks 
their loohs, though upon the brows of many pain 
and su,ff ering "for Christ's sake" have left 
indelible lines. Both host and hostess bear in 
their bodies " the 1narks of the Lord Jesus." 
A ndronicus also and his wife, Junia, sitting to
gether there, have shared a gaol experience with 
no less a fellow-prisoner than Paul the Apostle, 
and others have suffered the loss of all things. 
And yet they are happy, obviously and radiantly 
happy, perhaps the only happy people in all that 
great city that evening. Who are these people 
and why are they assembled thus? 

They are a company of believers in the Lord 
Jesus, and as we learn front the Acts of the 
Apostles (chap. 20: 7) was the co1nnion practice 
in those days, they have conie together on the 
first day of the week " to break bread." 

It is all wonderfully si1nple and ·info11nal. No 
one seenis to take precedence; both rich and 
poor, cultured and unlettered, sit together as 
brothers in Christ. There -is no respect of persons; 
"a man with a gold ring in goodly apparel" has 
just taken his seat quite happily beside " a poor 
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man in vile Tai1nent." They are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 

Certain among them, however, are obviously 
" of note " in the assembly and "estee1ned 
highly." " There is the well-beloved Epcenetus, 
an aged brother, one of the first to believe in the 
region of Achaia. A niplias, Urbane and Stachys 
are there, and the approved Apelles. Herodian, 
a relative of the great Apostle Paul, is present, 
and Rufus " chosen in the Lord." Among the 
'lvomen also may be noted TTyphena and 
T-ryp hos a, those persistent '' labourers in the 
Lord•," and there is the beloved PeTsis, " who. 
laboured 1nuch in the Lord." Mary also is there, 
and many another matron and maid. 

What will they do now that they have come 
together? They have no hymn books and cer
tainly no prayer-book; nor do they carry Bibles, 
though one or two have portions of the Old 
Testament Scriptures in manuscript rolls with 
them. There can be " no order of service " as 
we understand it; yet as we watch we are struck 
with the orderliness and sense of " direction " that 
pervades the gathering. After a period of silent 
worship (in itself niost nioving to the spirit) one 
present " has a psalni " in which all join to one 
of the Hebrew melodies. 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want, 
J,i the pastures of young grass will he lay me down: 

By the waters of repose will Tle guide me. 

Then a voice ·is lifted in prayer. It is Andro-
1iicus, Tich in experience of the Shepherd's care 
that had led him through the Valley of the 
Shadow, through suffering and prison, who talks 
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aloud with his Lord, while many a deep voiced 
" A nien " testifies to the unity of the Spirit with 
him in his prayeT. 

Then old Epmnetus rises with the scroll of Isaiah 
in his hands and reads : " He is despised and 
Tejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief . . . But He was wounded for our 
tTansgress-ions, He was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and 
with His stripes we are healed." He sits down 
and there is a great• quietness. 

Again the silence is broken. It is Aquila who 
speaks, wise old Aquila who once had taken the 
eloquent Apollos aside . and " expounded 'unto 

him the way of God more pe1f ectly ." The com
pany: listens as he, gifted of the Spirit, 
" prophesies " to their edification, exhortation and 
comfort. But in course of time so1nething is re
vealed to another that sits by, so Aquila holds his 
peace; and thus the prophets speak, " two or 
thTee ." 

How wonderfully the evening passes as ea.ch 
has " a psalm, a doctrine, a tongue, a revelation, 
an interpretation," and all decently and in order, 
" for God is not the author of confusion but of 
peace." And then the b-reaking of the bread and 
the passing of the · cup from hand to hand, 
" shewing forth the Lord's death t-ill He co1ne " ! 
What wonder those tear-filled eyes! l¥hat 1nore 
1noving scene ceuld be imagined as scholar and 
slave, patrician and peasant, share the sante cup 
in memory of the same LoTd, each filled ·w-ith the 
same Spirit there in the heaTt of pagan Rome! 

]'ust at the close a thrill stirs the assembled 
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co1npany. Aquila rises to announce that " Phoebe 
our sister '' has just arrived froni Cenchrea bear
ing a iletter from '' our beloved brother Paul." 
lt is nothing less than the Epistle to the Romans 
lroni the hand of the great Apostle to the Gentiles. 
It is long and the hour is late, but no one stirs 
as the most wonderful letter ever penned- a letter 
that was to make its mark on the course of 
civilization for 2,000 years and more to co.me, was 
read aloud for the first time in history. 

They must co1ne together again and yet again 
to debate it and ponder every sentence, but it is 
time to disperse, f o-r it has been for most .a day 
of heavy to-il (no Lord's Day " Sabbath " rest is 
theirs) and work awaits theni on the mo-rrow. So, 
as the letter closes with " Greet Priscilla and 
Aquila . . . greet the church that is in their 
house . . . Salute my well beloved Epm.netus 
. . . A ndronicus and Junia . . . Apelles appToved 
in Christ . . .  the beloved Persis . . .  Rufus 
chosen in the Lord . . .  and all the saints which 
are with them," each nanie sends a thrill through 
its owner's breast, and they go away to suffer, to 
labour and to wait for the Lord from heaven 
throughout another week. 

When the last has gone Aquila and Priscilla 
gather together ·certain nioney gifts, large and 
s1nall, that have been left by those who were 
present. They represent what each has " laid by 
him in store as God has prospered hi1n " and they 
farm " the collection for the saints on the first day 
of the week." 

• • • 
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What hnve we witnessed? A club meeting? 
A Religious Debating Society? An Institution? 
None of these indeed. What then? We have 
gazed upon the Church of God, the Temple of the 
Holy Ghost on earth ! Lowly? A conternptible 
little arniy? Maybe-but " the gates of Hell," 
said Christ, " shall not prevail against it!"
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