
JOHN ROBB ROLLO 
A TRIBUTE 

-
A tribute to a notable Scottish 
servant of God. 

Reaction to the homecall of John R. 
Rollo on 20th August in his 77th year 
will be twofold - thankfulness to God 
for his sixty years of dedicated Chris
tian service, and renewed personal 
commitment as many readers recall 
the challenge of his ministry. Some
where on the way of life he met us; 
and his influence stimulated faith, 
strengthened conviction, inspired con
fidence and deepened integrity. 
Brought up among the coal miners of 
Methil, Fife, of whom his father was 
one, John was never slow to acknow
ledge the debt he owed to those men 
and to visiting fishermen from the 
north-east of Scotland in the moulding 
of his- character during the formative 
years of his life. These humble begin
nings produced a basically shy and 
reserved personality who moved 
quietly for God, never seeking the 
limelight. 
Early in his secondary school days he 
was taking his stand as a Christian, for 
'from a child he had known the holy 
scriptures which had made him wise 
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unto salvation'. This faith was tested 
subsequently in a distinguished career 
at St. Andrews University when, with 
others, he was a founder member of 
the Christian Union. A good honours 
degree involving English and History 
had opened the door to research, but 
instead he chose to enter the teaching 
profession. Those who sat under him 
pay tribute to his lively, inspirational 
methods in Beath High School, Cow
denbeath and in Viewforth Secondary 
School, Kirkcaldy, where in succes
sion he served as Principal Teacher of 
English, Deputy Headmaster and 
Headmaster. And many who never 
heard of 'Arnold of Rugby' recall with 
respect, gratitude and pride 'Robb of 
Viewforth' , appreciating that this man 
by his able administration, personal in
terest, wise counsel and Christian 
example provided for them an ade
quate preparation for life intellectually, 
morally, socially and spiritually. 
Constantly following the green light of 
the purpose and will of God, he 
preached the Gospel and expounded 
the scriptures in a manner that pro
vided guidance, provoked thought and 
brought comfort and hope. Always 
anticipating the needs of the future, a 
company of young people never 
ceased to inspire him, invoking the 
phrase, oft-repeated even in his six
ties, 'We young men'! And how close 
he came to us when in the full flow of 
a challenging message encourage
ment came in the words, 'Not a bit of 
it!', or counsel for patience in the 
phrase, 'So be it!' For over half a 
century in Scotland his name was 
associated with Young Peoples' Con
ventions at St. Andrews, Largs 
(Netherhall) and elsewhere, nor did he 
ever lose his affection for and interest 
in the more local Fife Bible Class Camp 
whereat he was a means of blessing 
to many. 
But wherever he went there was 
always a rare sensitivity to the spiri
tual needs of his audience - widows, 
elderly sisters, forgotten ones, those 
who were finding the road rough, the 
sad, the lonely - who, betimes as 
'hungry sheep looked up and were not 

fed' . In his own inimitable and homely 
way he would bring a devotional mes
sage in heart-warming words of com
fort and calm and confidence touching 
the person of the Lord; and folks, 
strangely moved and uplifted, went 
home made glad again. 
Without effort, making no attempt to 
impress, he was an artist with words, 
enjoying a fluency in speech begotten 
of Spirit-breathed scholarship that 
was great in its clarity and simplicity. 
Some will recall his contributions at 
the Westminster Hall and Bloomsbury 
Chapel meetings. Others will speak of 
his ministry in Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Glasgow, Newcastle, Belfast etc. The 
folks in the Faroe Isles talk of his visit 
to them after his retiral from school. 
And in two trips to South and Central 
Africa where, with his wife, he en
joyed warm Christian fellowship, he 
left behind him a pathway of deep 
gratitude and devoted affection 
wherever he went: for, as always, 
'where'er he met a stranger there he 
left a friend' . Yet for him the sweetest 
moments were spent among his 'ain 
folk' in Fife, and particularly in Hebron 
Evangelical Church, Kirkcaldy . Here 
he was appreciated as a friendly indi
vidual, a wise elder, an understanding 
guide and an effective spiritual leader. 
Above all, to be with him at the Break
ing of Bread meeting was to have an 
awareness of one deeply conscious of 
and sensitive to the Divine Presence. 
He was a trustee of The Harvester, 
and his written ministry, alas too 
meagre, revealed a depth of know
ledge, a breadth of wisdom and a 
height of spiritual appreciation that 
marked him as a true man of God. 
Magazine articles, chapters in the 
symposia on The Church and The 
Faith etc were the contributions of 
one who never failed to 'warm the 
cockles of the heart'. 
John R. Rollo - the man, his message 
and his manner - what has he meant 
to us? 'He has given help to many in
cluding myself'; 'He has been a real 
comfort to me'; 'He oft refreshed me' 
(Rom. 16:2; Col. 4:11; 2 Tim. 1:16). 
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