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BLUE. 
u And they shall make the ephod of gold, blue, and

purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen." (Exod. xxviii. 6). 

T 
IIE complex materials which formed the high priest's

garment called the Ephod, and indeed, all the priestly 
i:robes present an interesting subject of enquiry. 

Since they speak of the glories which shine in the Son of 
God, who i� called to be a Priest after the order of 
11elchisedek, they are sure to present a rich compensation to 
those who reverently wait on the Lord for the explanation. 
They all speak of Him in one way or another, and while the 
gold tells of what is divine and glorious, the blue follows 
on to indicate the pre-eminence of heaven in corre�pond
ence with that glory and in relation to all the ways of God. 

Here then, my friend.1 is a field for research where 
we may contemplate heavenly and eternal things by the 
Spirit of God, which history cannot offer, nature cannot 
promise, nor science unfold; unreachable by the natural 
mind, incomparable £or grandeur, and, because belonging 
to the realm of faith and revelation, infinitely beyond both 
the reach and conception of the creature. How great and 
glorious beyond all thought is the Person of our blessed 
Lord, and how infinitely gracious of our God to make it 
known to feeble creatures in this way. There is plenty of 
glitter and worldly pomp all around to captivate the natul'al 
heart, and those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
and truth are accustomed, while passing through the world, 
to keep in check their natural desires. They may, howevei,, 
let themselves out with perfect freedom in the happy· 
contemplation of spiritual verities which are pure, heavenly, 
and eternal. " Things which eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
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and which have not come into the heart of man, which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him '' (1 Cor. ii. 9 ). 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the end and aim cxf all 
ScriP. ture, and many and varied are the ways which the 
Holy Ghost takes to set Him before our hearts. Delightful 
as is the tracing of the typical signification of the gold 
with its representation of the divine glory in Nlan and the 
display of divine righteousness, there is quite as important 
and equally interesting line of thought in the blue. We must 
see, indeed, that the whole accumulation of types, shadows, 
promises, and prophecies, find in Him their end, and " He 
is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believes." Speaking on 2 Cor. iii., "There is," says W. Kelly, 
"a distinct purpose or idea couched under the legal forms 
as their inner spirit and this he-the apostle-lets us know 
is really Christ the Lord. 'Now the Lord is that Spirit,' 
this it is that runs through the whole legal system in its 
different types and shadows ." 

This brings us to the Tabernacle, the dwelling-place 
of God, and scene of the manifestation in type of the 
divine glory, every ray of which shines in the Person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And since it is spoken of as o.

figuraj;ive representation of things in heaven, we may note 
a beautiful link of connection between the seen and 
unseen, the natural and the spiritual; God as it were, 
speaking to us by the things He has created rather than by 
the language of earth. The tent of mystic beauty with its 
sacred furniture and favoured priestly family voiced the 
language of another world, indicating in those early days, 
the intention of G_od regarding another order of Man, and 
with Him a new company in priestly dignity, clothed in 
garments of glory and ornament to worship in h@ly splendour. 
H'3re remark the peculiar place of the tabernacle as linking 
.together the two graRd systems of Creaiion and Redemption, 
the former setting before us omnipotent power and benificen t 
goodness, and the latt.er, eternal counsels of love from which 
all the rest sprang. Created things are made to teach the 
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uncreated, and the soul is made to adore as the Holy Spirit 
unfolds the. eternal verities which· lie behind the things 
that are seen. · 

Besides the actual fabric3 which composed the structure 
there were certain colours arranged in such a way as to give 
an a.ppearanoo of magnificence to the whole. The tabernacle was 
made of fine twined linen with blue, purple, and scarlet 
and covered with. cunningly wrought cherubim. Then there 
was the hangings before �ach. entrance, incluq.ing the holy 
veil, as well as the clothes of service and the priestly robes; 
all being broµght {rom the great :workshop of .nature and 
cunningly wrought by the designer for beauty and order, 
because it was the habitation of Him who deigned · to take 
up His abode among His people. The fine twined linen gave 
a groundwork for the colours, and is in itself a fit emblem of 
the spot.less humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ, while the 
colours speak of the· combination of graces and perfections 
which were -proper to Him. This is seei:i- in. Hebrews x., 
where the. holy veil is said to represent His humanity. As 
the colours · were arranged in the cloth in an orderly way 
so that unity and consistency would be seen in the whole, 
they speak of the moral perfections of Him in whom all 
was so perfectly blended as to set forth a perfect human 
life on the earth. 

A distinction must be made, however, between these 
colours. The purple and scarlet are well known to indicate 
dispensational · and royal glory both in Israel and the nations, 
speaking both of the Davidic sway and the time when the 
kingdom under the whole heaven shall. be given to Him 
as Son of Man. Blue is the colour which speaks of hea�n 
and heavenly things. This gives an interest to the latter 
different · from the other two. While the claims of royalty 
and kingly dignity is seen in every step, all was in perfect 
accord with the ways, thoughts, and life of heaven all the 
way through. It will be seen that the blue was the ·pre-
dominating colour all through, for besides the combination 
with purple · and scarlet, it is found in many places where 
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the othei�8 a.i.·e absent. See the lower fastenings of 
the breastplate, the long blue robe of the ephod, the ribbon 
which encircled the· mitre and encircled the holy crown, and 
�uch is the Spirit's use of_ this colour that it appears agiain 
1n another set of symbols altogether where everything speaks 
of glory. We allude to the Scripture use of precious stones 
where we meet with the sapphire, which is said to be the 
colour of the· d�ep blue sky. It is found in c6mbination tO' 
exhibit tho divine glory in Creation, Grace, and Redemption 
(Ezek. xxviii. 13; Exod. xxviii. 18 ; Rev. xJ.:i. 19), and 
i� used in the description of the throne of God Himself 
(Exod. xxiv. 10; Ezek. i. 26).

It is just possible, however, to use the types to hide 
the great antitype, and to be able to give a good account 
of the material figures with but a poor apprehension of 
the Lord Himself. Leaving· therefore, the department of 
types and shadows, we enter the domain where the Person 
in all His moral . beauty is portrayed, where the sinfulness· 
of sin and the ruin of man supply the dark background 
which brings His perfection more distinctly into 
view. Never was there such a record as the Gospels give 
for there the ·activities both of good and evil are seen in. 
all their varied ramifications in character, conduct, and life, 
and there the supremacy of good. is set forth to the delight 
of the heart of God by a 1'1an. The second 1'1an out oii 
heaven is s een making good the claims of God in the mid_st 
of a fallen race, and He is contrasted with the . fir�t man 
not as a sinner only, but · as t� order of origin: "·.The first 
rrian out of earth made of dust; the s�cond 1'1an out �f_ 
neaven." 

The distance and estrangemep.t which sin had wrought 
was removed for faith in the birth of Christ. This' is put 
with certain touches of exquisite beauty •in the early chapters 
of'Luke. The incident of the heavenly visitant and Zechariah 
leads to the song about the day-spring frorn on high. Then 
Gabriel with the most momentous of all messages, · the 
most·,. mysterious of all mysoories, declaring· the power of 
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the highest which leads to the song about the mighty One 
whose name is· Holy. Next, the Angel of the Lord· and 
the heavenly host, saying glory to God in the highe.�t, and 
on earth, peace, goodwill to man. The aged Simeon 
who sees· in the holy Child God's Salvation to all the earth, 
and most wonderful of all, the opened heavens, the descending 
Spirit and the Father's voice proclaiming the worth of His 
beloved Son. 

The history of the intervening years is passed over 
till the time of His ministry with the exception of the 
incident in the temple, .all being summed up in the words, 
"Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour both 
with God and man." We have often wondered at this silence 
and asked · the reason why? All· can understand that
nothing could be recorded to meet mere curiosity, and that 
God has given all that is needed. We can understand, too, 
that the prophetic history of our Lord in the Old Testament 
includes the whole life pathway from Bethlehem to death, 
resurrection, and .glory, see Micah v. 2; Isaiah liii. 2; 
·Psalm xvi. A beautiful moral reason may be seen, however,
in the history, if we take account of the change in His
position when His public ministry began. From that moment,
His life-work consisted in the declaration of the heart of God
to man, this we have recorded to meet our need". But
before that time, He was declaring before all hea-ven what
Man is to the glory of God, and we can surely see ho,'w
morally fitting it is that· this should be omitted on
earth and recorded in heaven. The spiritual eye will
discern here the profound lessons taught by the on1issions
of Seri pture.

He entered upon His service, not as One who was head 
and spoulders above all others merely, or towering above 
a Moses or a David as �hey had beep. above their generation. 
Nor _is He one who perfectly reaches the standard which 
others sought to attain. No, He is alone of His kind. This 
is where some err-who use beautiful language abo_ut the 
Man Jesus-as if He had connect.ed Himself with a ruined 
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race to lift it by His incarnatiol}, Some one said by way 
of illustration, that man was broken china, but He was 
wholo. china. This is to display ignorance of His marvellous 
stoop. I� was met qy the answer, "No. He was not 
china in the sense of the illustration at all." He wa.::J " That 
holy thing t' spoken of by the angel. " The second Man 
out of heaven." "We," says the apostle, "hel1eld His glory 
as of an only-begotten with a Father, full of grace and 
truth." 

The testimony of His fore-1·unner shows an accumula
tion of glories. Personal, moral, and di�pensational, besides 
pointing out t.he . sacrificial, which is the basis of 
sin's removal from the creation. The King, the Lamb of 
God, the Son of God, who baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, 
the Bridegroom, and withal, the Man out or heaven. It 
is with this last we are concerned he1-e; aria. how beautifully 
it shows the blue in relation to the gold and the royal 
colours in Him. " He who comes from above is above 
all; µe that is of the earth is earthy and speaketh of the 
earth, He that cometh from heaven is ·above all" (John 
iii. 31 ).

He came not to associat.e in worldly and earthly pursuits,
or make His life consist in such things; there was therefore, 
bound to be a gap between Him and all others. We can 
concei vc of a messenger coming from heaven delivering 
his message and returning without int.erfering with anything
here. He made known His mission indeed, bringing heaven's 
richest and best among men, but along with that, He lived 
among them in the same circumstances, meeting the compli
cations incidental to this life, apart from sin, putting 
His own heavenly stamp upon all. 

Nor could it be otherwise, for nothing could add to 
Him. He must give character to all He· comes in contact 
with. The reality of this lies deep in the nature of things. 
B;is Person makes the place and gives charact.er to it, so 
that every day is alike sanctified, and every place alike holy. 
His birth had illuminated the stable at �thlehem with a 
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glory far surpassing earth's stateliest mansions, so 
His Presence makes the mountain-top a sanctuary and the 
little boat a shrine. Think of the unfolding of truth both 
moral and prophetic, in the two mountain. discourses recorded 
in 11atthew v.-vii. and xxiv .-xxv .: or again, the comprehensive 
sketch of dispensational truth recorded in chapter xiii. of 
the same -gospel, which runs on to the consummation in the 
.coming kingdom glories. Then remark the amazing display of 
power in the two boat scenes of 1Yiatthew viii. and Luke v., 
where both· the physical and animal creation obey His 
mighty voice, and note how in another kindred scene, He 
made the waves a highway to reach His own when they 
were in need (Matthew xiv.). 

But far surpassing all is the mountain scene of Galilee, 
where the combined_...alories of the I{ing burst through the 
veil of humiliation� '·,._ij'.Ledging to the hearts of His own 
the future display. Here we contemplate the gold, blue,? 
purple, scarlet, combined with the fine linen of His spotless 
humanity, where His face was like the sun and His raiment 
gli&tering like the lightning's flash. Well may we with 
them behold by the eye of faith His 1Yiajesty, and reverently 
listen to the Father's voice proclaiming from the excellent 
glory tho worth and preciousness of His beloved Son. The 
scene marks an epoch in His earthly career. He reaches 
the highest point and from there he treads the down-ward 
path to the cross, where in death He lays the basis for the 
full and universal display of all that which the transfigura
tion was a pledge. 

But not scenes of nature only. The busy haunts of life 
must be frequented, where the• activities of man are 
met, i� the village, town or city where the great questions 
of life, national, political, and ecclesiastical, must be met 
and adjusted in the light of heaven and the Father's will. 
It is in ·such scenes where wisdom and resource is called 
for, that the variety of His glory shines out and the pledge

of His ability to subdue ·all things· is given, for He must 
reign till - He puts all things under His feet. 
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The Village. Nazareth, the scene where the 
presentation of Man Godward had been set forth is visited 
with a view to presenting the heart of God manward. Though 
no prophet is accepted in his own country, the people there 
must hear from His own lips that He is the sent One of 
God. All bore Him witness and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of His mouth, but when He 
asserted the sovereignty of God and the universality of grace,. 
they were filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him 
out of the city. His life had been sought in infancy 1'y 
Herod, but now it is the people among which He had 
lived and for whom He came from heaven, that seek to kill 
Him. 

ThH Town. Capernaum was the centre from which 
flowed forth His royal bounty and f!:D.Jll which He journeyed 
over land and sea. Certain of Hr.::-.. \lisci pl_es were drawn 
from it and many works of mercy were done there. The 
nobleman's son, the ruler's daughter, Peter's wife's mother, 
and the woman with the issue of blood. There the grand 
discourse on the bread of God, the food of e,erlasting life 
was given, that a 1nan may eat thereof and not die. It 
might well be said of that town that it was exalteld 
to heaven; bodies and souls were under His benificent minisfry 
and many were made to rejoice for time and eternity. But 
alas! the time came when He had. to speak of judgment and 
pronounce woe on the favoured. town. 

The City. Jerusalem is the city of which glorious 
things had been spoken. The One was here that only could 
bring to pass all that · was promised, but she knew not 
her day, and like Hagar, she must remain in bondage with 
her children many days. The seat of the l)ation's learning, the 
home of the leaders was �1�re, and yet here was whe soene of 
the strongest opposition. ·He1·e was seen the fiercest big·otry 
and untiring energy of opposition which at last culminated 
in· the dark tragedy O'f Calvary. It was here the leaders 
were met. in the great controversies of John v. and vii.-ix. , 
His own relationship with the Father set forth in soYereignty 
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of life-giving, and sup1·emacy of judgment, and as One wh,o 
speaks the word of God and carries out His works. In that 
city, during the last week of His life, He met and answered 
the leaders in the pressing problems of the moment and 
when He puts before them His inquiry no one could answer. 
Then in a chapter which is unequalled _for penetrating, 
scrutiny He exposes and pronounces judgment. But such 
is the stat.e that · it cannot be that a prophet perish outside 
that city. Well might He say, 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
which killest the prophets and stonest them. that are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together as a hen her brood under her wings;, 
but ye would not (Matt. xxi. 23 and Luke xiii. 3 4). 

On the political side ·the bondage of the nation. is 
apparent. His answ�· to the question, "Is it right to give 
tribute to Oresar or -n-St? " shows He was not there to rival 
-the emperor or intervene at that moment· for the
-overthrow of the Gentile. Deliverance from the yoke is
linked with lt}:ieir repentance and reception of Him as
11':fessiah; this had been refused. If we let Him alone said
the leaders, all men will believe on Him and the Romans
will come and take away both our place and our nation.
They did not let Him alone, and what £hey feared ,was
carried out and with terrible vengeance. A kingdom in
the eal'thly carnal sense coul� not suit the hea-renly One.
If 1\iy kingdom were of this world, then would f:ny servants
fight for it. His kingdo1n we know to be righteousness.',
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

They stood, however, in a place of nearness dispensa
tionally, having the co_venant and the fathers, etc. His ways 
in the case of the Syrophenician woman shows tha_t however 
they may refuse Him, the messenger of the covenant and 
vessel of all the Messianic blessings, He will honour and 
adjust everything in relation to the divine promises, pnttiug 
the woman in her true place before Him/, meeting her 
need, and at the same time 1naintaining the distinct
ness of tho nation's place in the ways of God. The children's 
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bread is reserved, and she learns that though His grace 
abounds for every need; He will rrespect the promises 
made to the Fathers .and the sure mercies of David. 

Wo may note how sovereign grace and responsibility 
mee.t and are maintained here. The vessel of all 
the promises stood before them and every conceivable way 
had been tried to show them the character of the time. 
All having failed, the cross comes more definitely into 
view as a basis for the fulfilment of the same promisos on 
the principle of divine grace, for. oohind the gracious 
offer of the 11:essiah to Israel at that time lay the great 
truth that His kingdom could not be a worldly one, but 
founded on H·is atoning death at Calvary. While He is on 
high at the present time all the sure mercies of David are 
found in Himself, ready to he made good to the nation, 
but on the principle of sovereign g&�. " 0 the depths of 
the riches both o� the wisdom and knowledge of GocI ! 
how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out I 

- -
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PART II. 

S
INCE the Iloly Word exhorts us to consider Him we

may draw yet ;nearer, and with quickened' sensibilities 
behold the beauty of the Lord. The co�plete absence 

of what is called character m�ets us at every turn, every 
moral trait blending with every other and all crystallizing 
into one perfect whole. He was the humblest yet the n10st 
dignified; the most gracious and, g·entle, yet uncompromisingly 
firm and unswerving. Zeal apart from cruelty,. lowliness 
without being mean, a kindness which delight.ed to make 
His followers His most intimate friends-their joy a place 
of sweetest intimacy which, however. in the very nature 
of things, forbade what we call familiarity. No sign of 
fear nor hesitancy of speech, and having spoken, there 
is nothing to withdra.w, m'odify, or call for apology. This 
latt.er we see in His most devoted servants. 

"There was no unevenness in Jesus, no predominant quality 
to produce the effect of giving Him a distinctive character. He 
was, though despised and rejected of men, the perfection of 
human nature. The sensibilities, firmness, decision (though this 
attached itself also to• the principle of obedience), elevation, 
and calm meekness which belong to human nature, all found 
their perfect place in Him. In a Paul I find energy and zeal; 
in a Peter ardent affection; in a John, tender sensibilities and 
abstraction of thought, united to a desire to vindicate what he 
loved. which scarce knew limit. But the quality we have 
observed in Peter predominates and characterises him'. In a Paul, 
blessed servant though he was, he does not repent, though he 
had repented. H;e had no rest in his spirit when he found not 
Titus, his brother. He goes ofl into Macedonia though a door 
was opened in Troas. . . . John, who would have vindicated 
Jesus in his zeal, knew not what manner of spirit he was of, 
and would have forbidden the glory of God, . if a man walked 
not with them. Such were Paul, and Peter, and John. 

" But in Jesus, even as Man, there was none of this 
unevenness, There was. nothing salient in His s:haracter because 
all was in perfection ·to God• in His humanity, and had its place, 
and exactly its service, and then disappeared. God was glorified 
in it, and all was in perfect harmony. When meekness became 
Him, ·He was meek; when indignation, who could sta�d before 
His overwhelming and withering rebuke?" J. N. Darby, 
Synopsis, Volume 1, pages 181-2. 
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In tho greatest of the earthly raco there are the faults of 
their virtues, and much that is humbling comes out in 
the defects of the great and the follies of the wise. 
Beautiful characters are portrayed by men of scholarly 
attainment and refined taste, and from nature ts point of view 
there is much to admire, but all break down somewhere. 
His ·gracious acts made hearts to leap for joy, and in that 
way He could not � hid, though oft.en charging them to 
tell no man. We have in the Gospels a grand and incoru
trovertib le proof of inspiration, for no mind of man could 
imagine what is given there. A perfect account of a perfect 
life written by men for· the most part simple and unlearned. 

Well may we ponder with deep adoration that Holy 
Person whose life here stand� alone in all its heavenly and 
unsullied beauty. in the knowledge that all that was outward 
which could be taken account of by others, sprang from 
what He was with 'the Father. "I came down from heaven 
not to do mine own will but the will of Him• that sent me." 
He who came forth from the Father and was necessarily 
one with the Fath�r, accomplishes all the Father's will, heaven 
thus breaking in on the life of man on the earth for its own 
intention and honour, in the blessing of the creature of God's 
purpose and electing grace. But oh ! what has that meant for 
the world which has sealed its doom in the awful guilt of 
putting the Son of God to death, the shameful death of the 
cross? 

But, with all, there was much He passed by. In the 
nature of things it must be so. The equalisation of capital;
" Mast.er, speak to my brother that he divide the inheritance 
with me.'' "Who made me a judge or .a divider over 
you? " was His !answer. Though appointed Judge for 
eternity H� w9_uld not adjudicate in . the things of . time in a 
death-stamped scene. He had come to put things right, 
put not in this way, therefore, things . are adjust.ed in the 
light of et.ernity, men are met by that which reaches the 
conscience and the selfi.shrtess of the heart laid bare. 

I • •  

So it w.3:s with the , world of learning. The work of 
God is in creation as· the mirror wherein is reflected His 



BLUE. 15 

natural attributes. Man is part of these works and iB 
himself .a marvellous piece of workmanship. In the works 
of creation he finds ample scope for his intellectual powers, 
and at that time had reached an advanced stage of science 
and philosophy as men speak. Whatever his progress in 
these things he is wrong at the centre. Having fallen from 
his original estate he is a 1ost sinner at a distance from God 
and unable to help himself. At that very moment, with all 
his learning, all the great questions pertaining to his life 
and being stood unanswered, and by him unanswerable. It 
was impossible, therefore, that the Lord Jestis could take up 
such things. His coming was in relation to a theme which 
lay nearer to the heart of God than even creation's wonders•, 
viz., the declaration of eternal love. Moral relationships in 
regard to eternity, heaven, earth; and hell, sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, the exposure of man)s heart as a sinner and 
the revelation of the heart of God to meet him, are the 
things which engage the heavenly One. 

No other could do this. Heavenly messengers 
had often been here, but _merely to deliver 
their message and return. Both Enoch and Elijah had been 
caught away, and with the exception of the momentary 
appearance of the latter on the mount of glory, nothing had 
been heard of them. Again, in the commerce between 
earth and heaven, Paul was taken to the third heaven, but 
coming back could not utter what he heard. With the advent 
of this blessed Person, all the mind of heaven comes out. 
He who1n God has sent speaks the words of God. How 
surpassingly lovely is the scene in Luke :\.�., where He, sets 
forth the joy of Gqd and the• delight of heaven m: the 
recovery of the lost. He there shows how the divine heart 
is satisfied in satisfying the heart of the fallen creature, the 
blessed God Himself giving impetus to · the joy of the 
whole scene. 

Thoug)l leaving alone the world of science He is perfectly 
acquainted with the book of nature. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and well we know the earth and sea join 
in the glorious song. From all these <He draws that which 
illustrates and enforces the great and abiding principles of 
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the creatures obligations to the Creator ... Both animate and 
inanimate are used, for the sun, moon, and stars come in 
�s well as the eagle, raven, and sparrow. So with the earth, 
mountains, rivers, trees, as well as sheep, lambs, wolves,: 
ana for the sea, His kingdom is likened to a net cast therejn.,

and when He would bring home to men the sorrows and 
consternation of· a coming day, He likens it to the sea 
and the waves roaring. 

But that He is perfectly acquainted with the .great 
draina of life in all its phases m�y be seen from the fact 
that the moral world is laid under tribute also. I{ing.s 
with their subjects and armies. Masters of estates and their 
stewards; trades in all varieties, profit and loss, building 
planting, sowing, eto., etc. In �he world of letters there 
are schools of philosophy, all of them more or less put in 
language by a process of reasoning beyond ordinary people. 
With Jesus our Lord it is not so, for there the simplest 
may draw water from the wells of salvation, which the most 
advanced can never fathom. 

Though conversant with a,ll that was going on, His business 
we have seen was the work of God. In the execution of 
that He met not only the contradiction of sinners, but 
want of faith, and underst.anding by His own. This latter 
He felt keenest of all, and it was seen most of all in the 
three who were favoured by being brought into the place of 
intimacy and nearness with Him. The brothers wanted ·Rim 
to put forth His power on one occasion for destruction and 
on another had betrayed . a covetous spirit in seeking a 
conspicuous place with. Him in His kingdom, and Peter .on 
one occasion sought unwittingly to come between Him and 
His great work of the cross, while at the end, all are 
found in disagreement about who would be the greatest. 
All is met in view of their place in testimony after· He 
had gone on high. The time of His ministry is used by 
�im while proving the world,s guilt to fit them for tho great 
work of their lives, viz., ·the spread of the testimony 

I • 

after He had gone on high. 
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Having glanced briefly at .His ways among men in the 
outside, let us with reverence view Him a·moment among His 
own. He had adjusted with beautiful precision the detail 
of life in view of.heaven and eternity and now the time has 
arrived when He can speak freely to them of the Father 
and of heaven and the. counsels of love. Here� with deep 
delight, we behold the Lord in the midst of His own in 
anticipation of the day of the Church, where He could bring 
out without reserve the heavenly communications which con
cerned His glory and their association with Him in a new 
scene where all is of God. ' 

As soon as Judas goes out the Lord opens His blessed 
heart. The presenoo of the betrayer had caused Him distress 
of spirit, but now He is free to bring out all the deep, 
thoughts of His love. He consoles them by telling them of 
the Father's house and their plaoo there mth Him, and 
though unseen, He would come to them till the time 
came when He would come for them. He takes them into 
full confidence regarding the working out of divine interests 
and the new heavenly· testimony in which all the Father's 
glory is bound up in and with the Son, and whatever wa.5

the necessities they connected with it, they had only to seek 
the Father in His Name, "And whatsoever ye shall ask in 
My Name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son." Nor need they hesitat.e to do this, for the 
Father Himself had affection for them because t1i.ey had 
received His Son. 

He speaks of His relationship with the Father and theirs 
with both Him and His Father, all being made good to 
them by the Holy Ghost whom He would send. The Father's 
house as prepared by Him, the Father's love, Himself the 
object of it, · and they with Him to enjoy it, the Father's 
purpose as oontering in Himself and they in that purpose as 
given to Him by the· Father. The earthly, Jewish side is 
left far behind in the plentitude of revelation and unfolding 
of the heavenly. He speaks so �s to draw out their difficulties, 
transferring them, in thought, from· Judaism and the oarth 
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to the thoughts, purposes, and counsels of God as 
revealed in Christianity. In that way, chapter xiii. and 
xiv. of John are seen much like a Bible reading, where the
disciples put forth their questions. to Himself and are led on
into the deeper things of God.

On reaching the end of chapter xvi. He turns from 
speaking to them to the Father. The communications of 
the previous chapters were to them, here, all is to the 
Father. He had glorified Him on earth and now looks up 
and seeks to be glorified above, that He may continue to 
glorify Him in that place. Surely this is the place · where 
Christ is all and in all (Col. iii. 11). His voice alone is 
heard, Hl\ traces the new heavenly testimony from its source, 
in the bosom of eternal love long ere time began, to its 
ultimate consummation in a coming eternity of bliss. Their 
having been given to Him as the Father's love-gift to 
Himself, to have part with Him in all He takes up as Man, 
which necessarily would identify them with Him before the 
world in His rejection. 

He had kept them in the Father's Name and had 
given them His word. All He brought from heaven is 
deposited with them, the name, the affections, the word, 
and the· Father's purposes of love. All had been given. And 
now the Father . will keep them because it concerns the 
glory of His Son. Loved with the same love as the Father 
had for Himself,· and then brought home in a display of 
glory before the world that hated ·Him, and them also 
because of Him. He marks out a place for them in that 
radiant scene. which is peculiar to one favoured class; a 
place which for favour and excellence passes beyond words, 
where He will _have them with Himself to behold Hiin 
in that whioh is only His. The eternal glory which is 
beyond their, creature ability to share, He will have them 
with Himself to behold. 

We might stop here and ask ho,v far· these things have 
become a reality to our souls. · A reality however, which 
for :Him ,necessitated the cross. Before He could become 
the Centro of the glory He must first be the Centre of all 
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the shame and ·ignominy. The scene in John xiii. 17, most 
lovely in its historic settirug , could have no meaning did 
we not see by anticipation the . marking out of a new order 
of things bas,ed upon His atoning work at the cross. He 
had said (chapter xvi. 16), t, A ljttle while and ye shall not 
see me." He was going down into a depth where they 
could not follow, and theY. would weep and lament, but 
He would see t4em again and their hearts would rejoice with 
a joy none could take from them. 

During that little while, the blessep. One had been in 
the conflict battling death's forces and meeting God about 
the whole sin question. Accomplishing the work which 
is of the greatest consequence for God and for the whole 
creation, by which all the activities of time are adjusted in 
relation to the divine glory. Having borne the full weight of 
all by going into death, He breaks death's power by .rising, 
and thereby establishes a new creation where all is of God. 
The resurrection message to Mary reveals for His own· that 
new relationship with Himself on the other side of death, 
which connects with the thoughts, footings, tastes, ?,nd joys 
brought out by Him to them in that memorable night before 
'He suffered (John xiii. 1 �). 

The blessedness of this should be pondere�, seeing it is 
not on the surface. It is clear that every relationship must 
carry its own affections and feelings with it, and it is most 
instructive to see the way the Lord brings these latter 
·out as �onnected with the presence of the Holy Ghost in our
·souls. The �ollowing extract may help us here.

" This was the introduction of th.e disciples into the realisati9n 
of that new state which Christ inaugerated by His resurrection, 
Son of God in power. They should see the ?econd Man beyond 
death, and be in living communication with Him. . . . It was 
the same Christ, but what was of' all importance, the basis of all 
for us, it was Christ- beyond death, the power of Satan, 'the 
judgment of God, and sin; He who had been made sin for U$

and by' whom our sins had been borne and put away, that God 
might remember them no more. vVe see here the link between 
J esus1 known in His humiliation in our midst in grace, and man 
in his new state, according to the counsels of God, a state in 
which He could -no more be subject to ·death, nor put to th� 
proof." J. N. Darby. " On the Gospel of John." Chapter xvi. 
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But if He comes forth in 1·esurrection it is on the wav 
to the throne. His going there is an event which must 
affect all parts of creation. Think of it, a Man above, 
upon the throne of God: Past angels, lordships, principalities, 
dominions, and authorities, beyond every circle, leaving far 
behind the vast hierarchies of the heavens in their stupendous 
grandeur, almost unknown to us, distancing every conceivable 
force, to the very centre of the universe, the throne of 
the Majesty on high. Scripture speaks of His own throne 
upon which He- shall sit with His royal bride in the day 
of glorious display; the throne He sits on at the present 
time is His by virtue of His Deity. 

He is there in Manhood that in Him all the grace of 
the heart of God may shine out to the creature, a fact which 
gives a completeness to tbe truth, the force of which is 
sometimes missed. His coming out from God as we have 
seen, was to make Him known, this brought out the grand 
secret of eternity, that a God of -love will have man richly 
blest and at home in His own presence for His own satisfac
tion for ever. Such a revelation necessitates an answer in 
man, fo1· God cannot be defeated. The great truth 
comes to light, therefore, in the exalt u.tion of Christ, 
that He who came out to make the revelation as God has 
gone in as Man, in answer to what has been revealed·, thus 
completing- the circle of truth so that revelation and approach 
are complete in Himself• in view of the Gospel going forth. 

There is another point of importance here. At a time 
when God was compelled to chasten His people for their 
sins, the prophet Ezekiel beheld in vision a Man_, above 
upon the throne. The exaltation of Christ is the fulfilment of 
that vision. If, however, we examine the circumstanoes

A

we shall see a very markoo diffe�enoo.. The prophet 
sees the throne in judicial character with judgment about to 
be accomplished, a circumstance which is more in keeping 
with tho character of the throne seen by the apostle in 
Revelation iv. and v. The Old Testament seer beheld 
the throne in view of the great dispensational change which 
was about to displace Israel and begin the times of the 
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Gentiles, while the New Testament apostle beheld it at a 
time when all was preparing to put Christ into possession 
of His inheritan<?9. Note the perfection of Scripture here. 
'The Old Testament prophets spoke of the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory to follow, passing entirely over the 
church age: the New Testament seer stands beyond that 
age when the church is seen in heaven participating in the 
praises of the Lamb. 

Well we know that the -presence of Christ q,pon His 
Father's throne during the present age constitutes the reign 
of grace. " That as sin has reigned • unto death even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Having been raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, He is seated on• high 
as tho Centre of royal power and authority and made the 
Administrator of all the grace of heaven·. The contrast 
both with Ezekiel and the A.pocalypse is easily seen, for 
instead of messengers ·of judgment sent forth, the Holy Ghost 
comes from a glorified Christ to carry out the will of the 
Father and the Son. This is something new, being outside 
of the time-ways of God and belonging to the counsels of 
eternity. It is the full glory of the throne. The One who 
bore the judgment is there in the supreme rigl1ts of His 
Person and work, and while that continues judgment, though 
not cancelled, is deferred� This recalls the sapphire stone 
colour of the deep blue sky, and tells of the triumph of 
God in richest blessing where all that He is shines out in 
h_oly splendour in full and unmerited blessing to
sinners. 
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PART Ill. 

S
O far, the moral perfections of the Lord Jesus in His

lif<, upon the earth have chiefly e�gaged us: a theme 
which calls for the exercise of holy affections. Let 

us turn now to the application of His grace and redemption 
to His saints that we may learn how the heavenly is woven 
into their being by the Word and Spirit of God. This calls 
more for the exercise of the renewed mind and connects 
itself with His ministry from the place where He now is, 
having in view the believer's transfer from his fallen state as in 
Adam to a new status and position spoken of in Scripture 
as being "in Christ." 

Hero a difficulty meets us because of how few there are 
that havo any real sense 0£ the importance of the present 
time. It may be said that the hour of Christ's session at 
the right hand of God is exceptional and differs greatly from 
the divine deal.ings in every other hour· in the history of 
time. Not only is it fraught with the richest unfoldings of 
the mind of God, surpassing anything before revealed to men, 
but tho Spirit of God dwells in the believer to form him by 
the things revealed. It may be distinctly affirmed that the 
apprehension of Christ in glory by the Spirit puts us at 
the oentre of all God's thoughts, and gives the key to the 
unlocking both of the counsels of eternity and of all His 
ways in time. The light of a glorified Christ rays itself 
forth on all the activities of the Godhead in time, illuminat
ing the histories, types, and shadows, with a glory which no 
Old Testament saint could conceive, throwing, too, its beams 
forward, and opening up the whole vista of glory through 
millennial times to God's eternal dayi. "Undimned Thy 
radiancy appears, changeless through all the changing years." 

The gospel of the glory of the blessed God comes forth 
to meet the sinner in his need, showing how all his guilty 
state has been met for God at the cross; The Holy J-host 
worl,{s in him, bringing the joy of what Christ has done 
for him into his soul and linking him up .with 
his risen Head in glory, the divine plan being not 
only to clear him from the effects of tho fall, but to gQ 
back to the criginal created position and transfer him from 
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the earthly to the heavenly order. If we ponder this 
carefully, we shall see how in the wisdom of God He uses 
man's fail_ure to effectuate His own purpose, and in recovery, 
brings him back not merely to where he departed from, but 
to a place marked out by Himself in the counsels of eternity. 

On our side, this could not be the work of a day, but 
is connected with a process of experience whereby the soul 
learns its own resourcelessness and the incorrigibility of the 
flesh. It 'is true that every believer begins with the 
reception of the Spirit which constitutes him part of the new 
order, but it must be app�rent td all' that changes of great 
import are involved in all this, and the more real the person 
is, the more painful must be the experience. The revolution 
in the soul which makes a man love what he hated and 
hate · what he loved, involves a thorough shaking from the 
very foundation of his being, taking in the source of thought, 
feeling, desire, and conduct. It is a transition which affects 
both charact.er and conduct, being conniected with moral 
questions, involving responsibility to God and faithfulness 
to fellow-men, it concerns both righteousness and holiness, 
and is attended with great searchiµgs of heart. This is 
that process spoken of as deliverance, called by some: 
sanctification, which is set before us in Romans vii. 14-25. 
The marvel is, that such a transfer can be made while in 
a bodily condition which is suited for the earth, and in that 
way incapable of giving expression to the new heavenly 
thing implanted there. 

If such a lesson is not soon learned, neither can it be got 
merely from books. Being an experimental process it involves 
the ups and downs pf circumstances in trial and conflict which 
are necessary to self-knowledge. As we grow in this, the 
evil of our sinful nature shows itself more and more which, 
in the light of all the grace which has 1'0ached us, makes us 
cry out in distress:-" 0 wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me out of this body of death? ,

, 
It is then that 

the gladdening truth dawns upon us that all this wretched 
state has come u nder . the eye of God in judgment in our 
glorious Substitute at the crqs·s, .and w� say, "I thank God 
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through Jesus Christ !)Ur Lord " (Rom. vii. 24, 25). A 
landmark in the solll:'s history is thus reached and the person 
can now offer his body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is his reasonable service (Rom. xii. I) . 

. Happy are they who have reached this in the soul's 
history; a point by no means transcendental, but a deep, 
practical reality known and enjoyed by those who were once 
far from God in their sins. For such, life is much simplified, 
all being reduced to a question of what is of Adam or what 
is of Christ. The outlet from the fallen state, whether· Jew 
or Gentile, was by death, that only could end a condition 
which as long as it lives is rebellious; and the believer, in 
virtue of the death of Christ and the gift of the Spirit, 
is privileged to reckon himself dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus (Rom. vi. 11 ). The importance of our 
being thoroughly alive to this and entering upon it will be 
seen from the following, where deliverance is spoken of in 
relation to life and nature. 

" Now the things of the Spirit are the things of Christ, " all 
that the Father hath." Are these things less real and· substantial 
than the things of the flesh? ( Hebrews xi. 1). \Vhat of our 
home with its new rela.tionship and joys? What of the fellowship 
which is ours with the Father in His thoughts of, and plans, .and 
counsels and work for, the glory of the Son? For which we 
need indeed, Christ dwelling in the heart, that we may com
prehend the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, but 
are strengthened by the Spirit in the inner man for this very 
purpose. What of the new objects thus presented to us, instead 
of the poor things we were pursuing after the flesh? \Vhat 
of the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to which 
we are called? Is it less powerful to our heart than the associa
tion anCl fellowship of men we once belonged to and took such 
deceived interest in? What of the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory-which none of the princes of this world knew
to replace and displace for us for ever its wisdom, and learning, 
and philosiphy . 

. . . The heavens, with Christ there as the intimate link that 
connects us witli all that is there, are the present revealed scene 
of our home, relationships, objects, hopes, joys, interests, and 
pursuits, that thus a heavenly people may be formed practically 
as such, by what is heavenly on the earth-showing oqt nothing 
but what is heavenly." "Truth for Believers," Volume 2, 
Pages 183-185. J. A. Trench. 
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Looking back from this standpoint we can clear!y see 
that the grace which came out in the birth of Christ could 
not stop .there. That wondrous stoop had the cross in vi� w, 
that · tho power of death which rested on man might he 
broke_n and that the Saviour might enter on life of another 
order wherein others could be associated with Him before 
Hh God and Father. He laid down flesh and blood, which 
in Him was perfect, to take up an order of Manhood which 
abides for et.ernity, while in that same act He brought to 
an end for God, and for faith, the state of ruin in "·hich the 
objects of His mercy lay. In His exaltation the Holy Spirit 
came forth for. the interweaving of the blue in their souls, 
forming in them a new moral being which is of God in 
Christ Jesus, constituting them heavenly: redemption and 
new creation, having in .view for them not only 
d�liveranoo from that which came in by the fall, but lifting 
them from the earthly as created, to the heavenly in new 
creation. 

This work is of fine needle-work, every stitch invoking 
the displacement of· what is earthly, and is accomplished by 
the Word penetrating the heart through the conscience, 
involving constant exercise of soul, but with richest blessing. 
Normally, it is the result of a proper estimate, the things 
of heaven taking their own proper precedence, but often 
becomes a costly process because of the tendency to cling to 
things here. " Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath wiU 
he give for his life '' (Job'. ii. 4 ), and the ruling. passion 
being strong in death there is often a struggle at parting 
with what is of earth: The· effect of this formative work is ri; ut 
by John as that which is true in Him (Christ) and in 1'0U 
(the saints) in the first epistle, chapter two, and in chapter 
four it is put in the words, "as He is so are we in this 
world." 

This meets the thought underlying the garments 1nade 
for Aaron's sons., While the beautiful priestly 1·obes 
belon_ging· to the high priest spoke of what was prop<;)r to, 
and inherent in our Lord in His ... glorious J\fanhood
nothing could possibly add to Him-the embroidered robes 
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made for his soIIB, speak of the moral qualities of Christ 
formed in the saints to-day by the Holy Ghost. They too, 
were clothed in garments of glory and ornament, indicat
ing another order of things, all of which link up beautifully 
with the scene and state into which reconciliation brings, as 
seen in Colossians and Ephesians, as well as with the grand 
paraphernalia of glory seen in the tabernacle and its heavenly 
p1·iesthood in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Reconciliation supposes the person brought from aliena
tion and distance to the place of nearness in the 
complacency of God, a condition of things made possible by 
the removal of enmity in the death of Christ. To be inside 
the house one must have on the best robe where the 
eye of God rests upon His saints as accepted in the Beloved. 
This, the parable (Luke xvt) shows:, has in view love's 
response and festive joy where, adorned in the beauties of 
Christ in measure, and under His Headship, God can have 
returned sinners before Himse�f as sons ,for His pleasure. Of 
Israel Jehovah has said, " I clothed thee also with broidered 
work, and shod thee with badger's skin, and I girded thee 
about with fine linen, and I covered ·thee with silk " 
(Ezekiel xvi. 10). 

It is in the Epistle to the Hebrews howeveIF, that the 
Holy Ghost seems to present the antitype to Aaron and his 
sons, for although the garments of glory and beauty were 
never worn in the Holiest in Israel all is in view of that 
here. Whatever breakdown may have been in man's .hands, 
all that was sketched out must· have its ans�r in Chris� 
We come into the appr�hension of the 1·evelation of God in 
Christ, where the delight of God is known in the expression 
of His counsels of grace in His well beloved Son and in 
perfect suitability, as the priestly company robed in garments 
of salvation can rest without reserve-. Christ is shown to be 
both Son and Priest, the one hanging upon the other, the 
same being· true of the saints whom He leads in as_ His 
companions to all the blessedness of that scene of heavenly 
glory. As the Minister of the sanctuary and lviediator of 
the covenant, saluted by Goel as Priest ·for ovor after the 
order of 1Ielchizedek, He is able to control the whole 
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company, forming and giving character to al1, and having 
gone in by virtue of His perfect sacrifice, He carries on 
through the saints the service of the sanctuary, declaring 
His Father's name to His brethren and leading their praises 
to the Father. 

Ephesians opens out the purposes of et€rnity which 
necessarily shows the whole time scene to be but yesterday, 
avery bit of which is controlled in view of these counsels 
and their fulfilment in the eternity to come.. As we open 
the epistle we are, in a certain sense, outside of earth 
and time

J 
being led back to before the foundation of the 

world, to see what engaged the Godhead regarding the 
display of itself and for it.s own pleasure. The range of 
blessings, the thought of which strikes the note of praise, 
are spiritual and heavenly as contrasted with basket, and 
store, and the land of Caanan and at the same time, semue 
in Christ as contrasted with the first Adam. The great 
point is Sonship and the inheritance fruit of the 
divine will which leads on to the new man, the House o.f 
God, ancl the Body of Christ. 

With that should be noted, howevel", the significant 
description of the new heavenly position brought out here as 
nowhere elso in Scripture. In chapter ii., the saints a!e 
viewed in the work of God in their souls as ha,ing 
anticipat.ed in a spiritual way both the truth of resurrection 
(1 Cor. xv.), and translation to heaven (I Thess. iv.), "But 
God . � . has quickened us with the Christ (ye are saved 
by grace) and has raised· us up together and has made, us 
to sit down together in the· heavenlies in Christ Jesus " 
(Eph. ii.). The blessing peculiar to the day, consequent 
on there being a Man in heaven and a Divine Person 
here, is that saint.s are heavenly in constitution, and 
in character, and in hope, and thank God, heavenly also 
in destiny. 

Nor is it different with John, the character of whose 
ministry is to claim the world for God;. If, as is often said, 
Paul takes the saint.s to heaven, but John brings God 
down here, nothing' could more perfectly show heaven and 
earth brought together in moral n.ccorc[ In that Gospel 
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eternal lifo being ( after the Person of the Lord) the great 
theme, tho transfer from the earthly, sinful state to associa
tion with Christ in risen heavenly life is shown-. The 
sovereignty of the Son as life-giver, whose blessed voice 
is heard in death, our side being the appropriation od: 
that death by eating His flesh and drinking His bloodJ, all 
looking on to the time of meeting them in resurrection ·where, 
as last Adam, by breathing upon them He associates them, 
with Himself in resurrection life before His God and Father\. 

There is nothing mechanical, legal, nor · £orced in all 
this for God does not lift a person out of his· sins and lay 
him down so to speak a full-grown saint all at once, as a 
n1au would transfer a log of wood from one place to 
another. We are moral beings and He works in the soul, 
producing feelings of sorrow £or sin and desires after Himself 
and holiness which bring about moral progress by which 
the person travels in his consciousness from the fallen 
Adamic condition to a new state in Christ. The sense of 
the new environment follows, for there must be the position. 
This gives the range of things the soul is introduced into-
a faith system where all things are o'f the God which has 
reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ. 

0 .EVER GREAT AND GRACIOUS -GOD Al\TD 
FATHER, BEFORE WHOSE MAJESTY ALL CREATION 
TREMBLES, WHAT INTELLIGENCE CAN EVER 
CONCEIVE THE WAY THOU HAST TAKEN TO BRING 
GLORY TO THYSELF IN THE REMOVAL OF OUR 
RUIN, SIN, AND SHAME? AND WHAT INCONCEIV
ABLE VlONDERS ARE SEEN IN THE FACT THA1' 
WE ARE TAI{EN OUT OF IT ALL. AND PRESENTED 
BEFORE THEE IN HIM WHO ALONE COULD DO IT, 
THE ONE WHO IS THINE OWN CO-EQUAL BUT 
MARVEL OF ALL MARVELS, rs. A MAN. JESUS 
LORD, EVER TO BE ADORED, WE ARE AMAZED AT 
THY ·w ONDROUS STOOP AND DESIRE TO HONO:UR: 
THEE HERE, THEN TO LIVE WITH THEE IN A SIN
LESS, STAINLESS SCENE TO PRAISE .. THEE AND THY 
GOD AND.FATHER IN THE POWER OF.THE ETERNAL 
SPIRIT FOR EVERMORE. 
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PART IV. 

I 
T is one of the greatest deceptions of the hU.J11an hearb

that it can accept the wealth of blessing which graoe 
brings, persuading· itself that all is right, while the 

practice betrays the opposite-. In what is around us to-day 
many are found in position$ which belie the heavenly status 
of saints and the heavenly calling of the Church·. We _do 
well to remember that a mental acquisition of truth leaves 
the· conscience untouched, and· that credulity is not faith, and 
that only as th� truth reaches the heart by the conscience 
can there be any real soul progress. 

Part with a glorified Christ necessitates sharing the 
portion of a rejected Christ on the earth.. The practioo 
consistent with such blessing may therefore engage us for 
a moment. Since conduct springs from character, and the 
Spirit in· the Christian forms- a new heavenly character, 
there . is bound to follow a new line of practice differAnt 
from that of saints in former days·. He who we hav·e 
seen gilded everything down here with the colour of heaven, 
has left us an example that we should follow His steps 
(1 Peter ii. 21 ), and consistency demands it, for "He that 
saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even 
as ho walked (1 John ii. 6). 

In previous ages they rightly used the sword, he that 
do�s so to-day shall die by the same (Matt. xxvi. 52). · They 
were commanded to fight, Jehovah fighting with them, and 
some have honourable mention because they waxed valiant 
in fight in Hebrews xi. But now they are commended for 
having endured a great fight of afflictions and taking joy
fully the spoiling 9f their goods. Solomon pr_ayed that 
Jehovah's eyes might rest continually on the House he had 
built for His name, and Daniel prayed in his chamber with 
open windows toward Jerusalem, but Stephen looked up and 
saw the glory of God. and Jesus. Israel prided thomselYe� 
in the. pleasant land but now they seek a heavenly country. 
" For if Joshua had given them rest then would he not 
afterwards have spoken of· another day.'' Hezekiah wept in 
the presence of death as that which was taking him a. wny 
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from his blessings, but Paul rejoiced in the prospect of 
the same because it was his servant to usher him into his 
heavenly home. 

There •is a sameness yet practical difference which we 
note between the saints of the heavenly and those of the 
earthly ·calling�. Prayer, piety, and separation must ever 
mark the children of faith in this fallen world. But even· 
in these things, the way of a heavenly people will be 
different from all others. This lies in the nature of things, 
each being· formed by the revelation given. Piety to-day is 
bound to bring in God as revealed in fulness of love in 
trinity; a thing which was not possible for the saints of 
former days:. Prayer for them was outlined by their 
knowledge of God, and is often marked by calling down 
judgment on their enemies, a thing diametrica\ly opposed 
to the spirit of the gospel: Then as God's witnesses they 
were to be separate from the nations, but must enter into 
the affairs of the .s�t;e and if necessary, take Up arms in 
its p.efence, a thing which marks the most faithful me11 of 
the Old Testament. 

The saints of to-day have put on the new· man ":here 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircum
cision, barbarian, Scythian, bond,· nor free, but Christ is a 11 
and in all, a thing which lifts him out of ,,national ao µ 
patriotic feeling·s,. entirely forbidding the thought of his 
taking part either in politics or in wars. In the applica
tion of all this to daily life we know that God would not 
deny His saints a happy domestic cir.cle. It is not to be had. 
however, by putting things of nature first and saying, 
I have married a wife. and cannot come. The same n1ay 
be said of the piece of land and five yoke of oxen.. Such 
things are by' no 1neans evil in tfuemselves, the whol.e 
point being· how they are used. They belong so to speak, to 
the twilight of God's ways with man� Adam got a wife, the 
.Patriarchs got flocks, and Israel got the piece of land. Now 
the blessed God sets forth, through the work of His Son, 
that which ever lay. near to His heart, viz., the thing's of 
eternal purpose wherein is hid all the treasures of wisdom 
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and knowledge. Instead of being in the twilight He would 
have us in the full sunshine, enjoying the full measure of 
divine favour-enjoying the feast He has provided in a risen 
Christ (Luke xiv.). 

Since the divine Centre being chan�d from earth to 
heaven immensely enlarges the blessing it must also affect 
the obligation, and since it greatly" enlarges the outlook, it 
must cause the charge of narrow-mindedness to reflect back 
:upon the man of the earth. The Jew had a divinely-given 
portion· on the earth which the Gentile never had: on the 
other hand, the Christian has a portion in heaven which 
they as Jews never can have. If in the providence of 
God, Christians a,re entrusted with certain thing3 hera, they 
are for time and the circumstances connected with their 
sojourn here, and. must be given back. "If ye have not 
been faithful," says the Lord, "in that which is another's/' 
-temporal things-" who shall give to you your own?:"
the things of the Spirit. In this way we are adjusted in
relation to both spheres and shown that the use · made of
the thingi:: of divine providence affects us now in relation
to the heavenly sphere, and will affect our future position
in the kingdom glory.

But follow with us a little further. It is a day of 
great and imposing architecture, houses are built flat upon 
flat to a great height so that an elevator is necessary because 
the higher they go the further they get from their source 
of supply. It is not so in the spiritual realm. The Christian 
belongs to God's upper chambers (see Psalm .civ. 3, New 
Translation), heaven is his source of supply and the Holy 
Ghost is the Divine Elevator which keeps him in touch 
with the Lord, who is the Administrator of all the di vine 
bounty,. When a member of parliament is made a p2er, 
he is said to be transferred to the upper chamberr. The 
simple believer in the Lord Jesus Christ who is indwelt by 
the Holy Ghost, has his life, his home, his all, in the itpper 
chambers of God. 

Like the lightning conductors, we are privileged to 
transmit heaven's precious· things to earth. We have access 
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to that blessed scene wit4 a view to carrying down into the 
detail of life on earth the mind of heaven. This answers 
to the ribbon of blue on the border of the Israelite's garment:. 
How important for us to cultivate the mlnd of heaven by 
setting our minds on things above and seeking thos·e 
things ,Yhich are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God. No mere sti·etch of the imagination can do 
this. We sometimes hear of high talk and low walk, and 
doubtless · the Lord has had to deal with us about _this� 
In Ephesians we get the highest expression both· of the 
truth and the walk, the latter being connected in 
that Epistle both with the Person of our Lord and ,the 
purpose of Goa (see Eph. v. 1, and ii. 10) .. 

Have we not sometimes thought that offering 
the body to God as a living sacrifice is some great thing 
done only by preachers or those devoting themselves to 
the work of the Lord in a foreign land and forg;etting 
that it is the simple_ obligation of every saint. It 
is very much in evidence that we may assume to be preachers 
and missionaries and yet not have given our bodies to God 
as our reasonable service. It were better not to encourage 
the inherent desire for activity on the part of young saints 
till they have learned something of the blessing, for it 
has been well said that the Lord has more to do in us 
than by us,. and rightly understood, the saint is like a lamp
post, always shedding light in darkness but makin_g no noise. 

If wo have followed thus far, it will be clear that the attempt 
to link Christianity on to the world's system can only end 
in failure. . Many have tried this to their sorrow. It has 
often been said that the world needs g·ood men, and Christians 
are the men to fill responsible positions for the good of 
the people. It ·is true that the world is helplessly in need 
of good rule, but the death of the Lord Jesus Christ proves 
it t.'J be a system dominated by Satan who is- its god·, and 
the sentence of God lies upon· it. The blessed God sends 
His servants to it with the good things of heaVBn, 'this 
1s the proper service of those who have learnt the gooclnesi:; 
of God. No amount of good men could ever put this world 
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right, the Christian is taken out of it in view of the 
divine system and is being trairuoo. in it in view ·,of futu.re 
service above while on his way home. 

But what of the religious side? Here the success 
of tho - enemy · sooms complete. The judaising ele
ment having· become almost universal so that the enjoyment 
of he·aven and �eavenly life by holding the Head is either 
unknown or ignored. Worse indeed than this is 
s�en in the spread of satanic systems, calling themiselves 
Christian, wherein we have the resurrection so to speak 
of all the heresies of early days. It is not of thes�,- however, 
we wish to ,speak, but of the church as composed of all those 
who know Christ as their Saviour. 

It is a time· of great gospel work. Niany laudabfu 
�fforts aro put forth, and many are found devoting their 
time, strength, and means to the service of Christ for the 
conversion of souls in a way which He can and will appraise. 
There is much that is noble and unselfish for which we 
can sincerely thank God. But after all, we cannot ignore 
the fact that it is far from being the full Gos�l of tJ].� 
glory of the blessed God (1 Tim•. i. 11). 

What is preached is largely man's relief, forgiveness of 
sins, and heaven in the end, comforting as far as it 
goes, but often without insisting on repentance, as if 
a fallen sinner could ien'ter into blessing by a 1nere 
mental assent to the Word. This, by lowering the Gospel, 
tends to popularise that, which in the nature of thing.s, can 
never be made so in this world. God,s Holy Gospel, which 
shows the establishment of divine 1·ighteousness in the cross, 
is lost sight of, as also the removal in judgment of 1nan 
in the flesh, the gain for the believer of a new relationship 
in virtue of which he is united to a glorified ,Olirist, tho 
ability to take account of himself as belonging to a new 
generation and co,nsequently, the triumph of God. in 
h�ving m_an for Himse�f in a new power in the very place 
in which he fell. 

Why all this? Is it that God has ceased to work among 
His people? Far be the· thought. It can be proved on 
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the contrary that these last days have witnessed the 
greatest revival of truth since Apostolic times. The Lord 
has graciously given back the truth in such a way that 
many have been enlightened and blessed beyond 
anything known since the apostles left the scene. But alas, 
like every other movement of the Spirit, it has waned, and 
many favoured with the light of Paul's gospel and the 
revelation of the Church as the Body and Bride of Christ are 
letting all go for what appears to be an easier path, proving 
that it · had never reached the heart by the conscience. 

It is sweet to think, however, that there are some who 
through nie_rcy are seeking, thoug� in weak�ess, to answer 
to the mind of the Lord for the moment. Like the men 
of Issacher that had understanding of the times to know what 
Israel ought to do;, and did it, there are those to-day who 
value Christ's word and seek to keep it. To such He says:, 
"T1hon hast a litt!e power and hast kept my word and 
hc...st not denied my name." There is nothing outwardly 
imposing, but they have seen and escaped from the whole
sale departure from the truth by taking heed to Christ's word. 

How blessed to· kno,� that at such a time as this the 
individual may have the word of" Christ dwelling in him 
richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding·, a blessed 
reality which opens. up for him the whole Christian revelation, 
giving access to the Father and all the �ystem· of heavenly 
and holy affections connected with the Father and the Son 
and the home of di vine affections to which the Son will 
bring· His own. In this way in any hearts have been 
recalled a:t the close, and able to stand in the presence of 
Laodicean indifference in the conscious lig·ht an� 
gain of what was true of the Church in her brig·htest day. 

But if they taste the joys there are other thjngs 
to be reckoned with. In the history of the professing church 
in Revelation ii. and iii., we get the development of 
evil in that which calls itself the church, and reach a time 
in the progress of the apostasy when Christ Himself is shut 
out. Those who are loyal to Hiµi are bound to share that 
place for He· has said that where He is there- would His 
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servant be (John xii.). Faithfulness to Christ in a day of 
apostasy puts one outside of the circle of accredited religion, 
as we see in the man whose eyes the Lord had opened in 
John ix. They. cast him out because of his testimony, but 
the outside proved to him the most blessed place of all, 
for in meeting with the Son of God he reached in principle 
the 'holiest of all. · So it is here. The world-church goes 
on, having the pretension and receiving honour one of 
another in much outward pomp and show, she trades in gold, 
silver, and precious stones, but there· is no mention of the 
blue, the heavenly calling and the rights of heaven are 
disowned. In the 1nidst of it all, there are those who through 
infinite .grace are led into the mind and secrets of heaven� 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and that blessed scheme 
of divine counsel wherein is hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. 

But there is more, for the promise to the overcomer at 
the point we have reached in Philadelphia (Rev. iii.), 
is couched in the most precious words of all. Let us listen 
with adoring hearts and seek to weigh something of the 
depth of feeling expressed here by our Lord. "He that 
overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of .N!y God, 
and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon 
him the. name of· My God, and the name- of the city of 1Iy 
God, the new Jerusalem which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new name." Who -shall attempt to 
expound a verse of· Scr�ptur� _like tl!-is?. Blessed, holy 
Lo:r;d, the time is near when Thy blessed heart 
shall find fullest expression in bring·ing out into public 
distinction those, who through Thine own grace, have liad 
in this scene any measure of faithful;11·ess for Thee. 

" 0 endless joy, how shall 1ny he'art Thy riches all unfold: 
Or tell the grace that gave me part in bliss no tongue. 

hath told. 
. , . 

Lord, let me wait for Thee alone: my life be only this, 
To servo Thee here on earth unknown, then share Thy 

heavenly bliss." 
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They had kept the word of His patience, and to over
come was to hold fast what they had that no one take their 
crown. The public mark of His approval would be to make 
them a pillar in the temple of His God. It had been the 
place where He dwelt between the Cherubim, 
where everything uttered glory and where He was approached 
in holy splendour. A pillar there is His answer to a little 
strength here.. The Jachin and Boaz of Solomon's temple 
are evidently in mind, but he� we are infinit.ely above 
all that is connected with Israel and the earth. " They shall 
go no more out '' is His answer to the place they had been 
in here. The thne of testimony goes on here to-day along 
with tho holy privilege of priestly approach, but then the 
idea of testimony in a scene of reproach shall have ceased 
for ever for he shall go. no more out at all, but remain in 
the sunshine of eternal love by the Son's eternal 
decree and for God's eternal pleasure. 

"And I will write upon him the name of My God." 
The resurrection message to Mary will be recalled when He 
used the words "J.11.y Father and your Father and Jliy God 
and your·. God," and the prayer of Paul to the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. i.). It is the place the only-begotten 
stood in as Man, for He delights to bring us as His well
beloved to that bright scene above to share with Himself 
all that is there. It is Christ in 'the day of Hi,:;. glory 
distinguishing those who have shared His shame by dis
playing them with and like Himself before His God. 

Then there is the administration of the throne, and the 
city is where the throne is set. "And the name of th� 
city of :My God, the new Jerusalem which cometh down out 
of heaven from My God." He who once wrote upon the 
ground and to-day is writing upon the heart shall then show
like what David did with his devoted followers when he came 
to tho throne-in complete identification with "Himself all 
those who _remained loyal in Hfs absence. The City being 
the Vessel of rule in that radiant scene, all administratian 
will emanate .. from it,. and the ·w.ord of the Lora her.e assures 
to the devoted heart a place of rank and honour which 
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shows the insignificance of the distinction which 
is b�ing so much sought after to-day. 

"And My new name." How beautifully touching this 
is at tho end of such a marvellous communication, where He 
speaks of His ·God four times over. He had undertaken to 
acco1nplish the will of His God and had been exalted to 
the highest place in. virtue of that work. Go9- had highly 
exalted Him, giving Him a name above every nam�, something 
new and belongin'.g to the new resurreption world where 
all His renown. shines out. He would not withold even this 
from those, but write upon them His new name� Blessed, 
glorious Lord, Thy love would produce in our hearts· loyalty 
to Thyself, not for what it gives nor for reward merely, 
but for its own blessedness and the prospect of being with 
Thyself for evermore. 

All the above is connec¼d with the Kingdom reign 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is precious to think that grace 
will take every blood-bought one to the Father,s house, that 
scene of love which our Lord has gone to prepare. His 
death puts all on a level, and the grace that tabs the 
greatest saint to heaven will take also the least. In the 
I{ingdom, however, the Lord is the righteous Judge who 
gives to every one according to his works. We must 
th�refore co,nnect· the place of distinction spokeri. of above 
with the coming out to reign with Christ in glory, and in 
doing so, it will be evident that whatever place one fills 
in the day of Christ's glory must be in exact correspondsnce 
wit4 divinely-formed ability here in the day of His reproach. 
This sho:ws the true connection of the writing of Revelation, 
111. 12, with the writing on the heart of 2 Cor. iii.
The writing of Christ on the heart to-day by· a m1nisti;y of
rightequsness from heaven, produces conformity to the glory
and corresponding reflection of itself on the moral waste
around, this fits the person for the service of the Kin�
in the time of His glorious reign, when His people shall
be willing in the day of His power and when ·the g�d
earth shall ring with His praise. Hallelujah. Praise
Jehovah from the heavens: praise Him in the heights. Praise
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ye Him, all His angels: p1·aise ye Him, all His host.s 
(Psalm cxlviii. 1, 2). 

The connection between what is heavenly and the truth 
connected with the terms second man and new man: is •of, 
such an intimate nature that our meditation would scarcely 
be complete without a .few moments' consideration. 

There are four passages in1 the writings of Paul which 
we may note,-" Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with ·Him" (Rom. vi. 6). Here there is no mention of a 
new man, and it is noticeable that it is our old man� i .. e., 
not exactly the old man viewed as an abstract entity, 
but what belonged to the saved ones out of the fallen first 
order seen to be judged in the death of Christ. Next, "that 
He might form the two, in Himself, into one new man 
making peace " (Eph. ii. 15). In this there is no mention of 
the old man, but simply that which was in view in the 
death of Christ and has come to pass in the establishment 
of Christianity by the Holy Ghost come down from heaven ,and 
the removal of the emnity existing between .Jew- and 
Gentile by forming them in a new state. Again1-" :Your 
having put off, according to the former conversation, the 
old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; 
and. being renewed in the spirit of your mind; and your 
having· put on the new man which, according to God, is 
created in truthful righteousness and holiness·". (Eph. iv. 
22-24) .' There is here the mention of both with the moral
charact.er of each, the new being alone spoken of as created.
Lastly, "Do not lie one to another, having put off the old
man with his deeds, and having put on the new, renewed into
full knowledge according to the image of I-Iim that created
him" (Col. iii. 9, 10). Here again we have the creation of
the new man and his renewal after the image of Christ.
The last two passages give our coming into what Christ has
done. He formed the new man; we put that man on by
the same act as we put off the old, viz., turning-' away from
ourselves to Christ for salvation.

From all this we see that the character of the old 
man is unmixed evil. It must be clear, therefore, where he 
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cam�· fronr :--. to· connect the 01;igin of that �ith God would 
pe to mak� Hi.m the A�thor of evil. On that account th,e 
�Pi?:it is ·careful to av.oid p.s¥1g the word created in regard 
to the old ,man:i-9; tµe- apove ·.1P'ass�ges .. On the other hand, 
neith�r. g·ood .µOJ evil was dir�qtly connected with the creation 
o� th� first< map.5 -�ut simpJy. that ·he is out pf earth, earthy;
the contrast not · be_ing1 between gqod and evil, but 
betw�en -the earthy and the . heavenly, as seen in the .words 
o:f .1:, 1 0�n·. xy� 1:7. · Man, the creature, is upon the ·scene 
;:i.u.9- -placed i� · respon�ibility bef 9re the 'state · des.cr:iped as 
d�oeitful · lusts �xisted. There could indeed· have been no 
fall i.i 1�e�ponsibility had �ot ·been th�r� befofe. It is clear 
that the first man was·created-of God and life·with its .moral 
obl�gation �own befqre the breakdown took place �y · which 
the. old man came iri.to existence. 

• • • . . . • • & 

.. -: We. who live in thp full light of: divine revelation can 
see� that b0th· the -above te�inS'; o:i; at least, the ideas cohnected 
:wit4 th�Jil, centred. in .the r8jce ,,down through the. Old 
Testament .. �ges. _It wquld be :rqeaning·less, l1owever, to speak 
0£1• a first. man until there wias. a second, and also of an old 
until there. wias a new. We must then keep clearly before 
,us • th&,t it . was man as · created by_ God,. a moral and 
r@�PO.A��hi� · agen:t� th.at God was dealing with· dowp.· thrc5ugh 
t}J.e, yag�s Qf. p�oq�t:i.qn; §inti- ._that· it w�s. th�t ·sa:rp.e -being ,His
jl!-dgme,nt q.ealt ·with s_ubst\tutionally in the. Pers.on of Hi$ 
$on _at the· c_ross.. It was_ said to Adam·, In the day thou 
e�te�t� tho_u · shalt• die. In his fall, sin entered, and death by 
sin, the very. thiq.g by which h� :would be removed from 
his created· place as representative of God in flis authority on 

" . . . . . . . . . . the earth. If the pomt be mISsed here w� may fall into 
��e ;.inis���e 

. 
t_hat i,t ::as th� old .man . only, i.e.� . t�e 

s��½\ �escr�qed. i by �'.9C�1tful lusts . t;Ii�t God removed from 
before Hi� sight in the cross, losing the solemn truth that 
�li�. ,' se�_ten_cp .of death, l�y �p-01� him as � fallen· creatu�·e, and 
that that sentence was carried. out judicially for the divine 
glorr, �t qalv!lry { 

The distinction, between the two terms-for there is a 
greq,t- .. distin'c�ion-may be fqrther. seen from the . 'fact 
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that the old man is defined as a lie and only evil with not 
a shadow of good, nor a capability for it. This is not 
said of man as God's creature, nor could it be since h� is 
the highest part of the Creator's work, and though fallen, is 
not spoken of before the incarnation of the Son ra.s being 
incap.able of good� At his creation he stands as the crown 
and beauty of the · whole order, the most marvellous exhibi
tion of the power and wisdom 9f God:. and such is the 
combination of his creaturehood, physical, mental, moral,. 
and spiritual, that to this day ,he is to himself .tthe 
most wqnder£ul prodigy 0£ all. As it is written, "fearfully 
and wonderfully made." 

It was this that Satan set himself to destroy, and how 
well he· succeeded, though the evidence is all around, only 
God can say. But a house may be broken down and 
dilapidated and still retain some marks of its former greatness. 
So it is with man; depraved· thoughts, pe·rverted feelings
and actions, and indeed, much �ore ·of a like character. 
But ami<lBt it all there remains that which God can take 
account of as in accord with Himself-natural affection 
(what would this world be 1'7ithout them) innocence, intelli
g·ence, e_tc., etc. These, though mixed up with much that 
is sinful; God's eye can take account of and He can appreciate 
(see Mark x. 21). Were this distinction kept more in view 
we might be able to use with more caution the phrase " end 
of the first man » as handed on to us by those tau.g·ht' of 
God, and see more clearly his removal by judgment fron1 the 
place he stood in between Eden and . Calvary. 

If there was some time elapsed between the 
creation of the first man and the entrance of the old 
in the same way, an interval of time passed between the 
coming of the second Man and the creation: of the N �w. 
Our Lord is seen as the second Man during His life here, 
and· is sometimes spoken of as a new 1'1an, but Scripture 
connects the creation of the new man with His death 

' 

and resurrection. The 1·emoyal of the old and the creation 
of the new is outside

· 
the creature's reach, being ,vork of the 

God; the point for us is to put off the one and put on 
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the other, the warrant being, that our old man is crucified 
with Christ. 

As to the place of nature in all this, man may be 
spoken of as the natural man, whether innocent or fallen. 
It is of interest to see that the words, natural man, in 
1 Cor. ii. is taken from the same word as the Scripture (Sept. 
ver.) uses for n1an as he came from the hand of God. Whether 

he be innocent, fallen, or recovered, nature remains, not 
un·affected, however, for the fall has affecood his whole being. 
In conversion he receives a new nature, and in connection 
with it, the Holy Ghost to dwell in his soul, whereby 
everything in hiis life may be adjusted according to thP. 
will of God. We see in our Lord how perfectly all is· 
adjusted, everything perfectly honoured as · of God. So with 
those brought back to. God in Christ there is power to 
carry out all the legitimate claims of nature in a becoming
way, but being heavenly in calling, their life consists 
in the things of the divine nature-heavenly things. 

Natural relationships are God's richest mercies to a 
heavenly people, and it is well when they are 
received as such, if for wise purposes our g-racious God 
is pleased to assert His claim on these we are_ 1nade to 
feel the pain _connected therewith. How marve]Jous are the 
ways of God. If at the cross we see the . darkest deed we 
have also the divine estimate of him that did it. It had 
been the divine intention that a public demonstration of, 
His estimate of the sinner should be given: " Cursed is 
every one that hangeth op. a tree." The blessed Lord takes 
that place vicariously, tbat the judgment might be carried 
out and in Him the. divine estimate of man is publicly 
declared to all. The deed that fills up man's guilt 
demonstrates his state and sets him aside for ever. 

Taking the four terms in a g·eneral way, the second 
Man must be first morally: He is the beginning· of the 
creation of God, and became Man by an act of His -own,. 
Not so the first man who, being a creature, had no choice; 
being· created in innocenoo, a state wJ1ich could nob 'apply to 
the Lord Jesus. .Again, the hew man like the first iR n. 
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creation, but contrasts 1n that he is created 1n 
righteousness, etc., inst;ead of the innocence of the first. The 
new contrasts with the old as to truth and falsehood; 
the old is a lie. Again, the second Man could not be a 
creation because He is God the Son, the old man is not a 
creation because God is good. 

We � see then, that beside the well-known depen
dence of the earth and its inhabitants for physical existence, 
on the heavens there may be traced_ the moral and spiritual 
dependence as well. ln doing so, however. we m nst 
remember tho place the earth has in the mind of God above 
all other parts of His creation and that its very existence 
is the necessity of divine courusel. At its creation, the 
intelligences of heaven peal forth the Creator's praise, and 
throughout the multiplied distances of the universe there was 
heavenly celebration. When earth's founrlations were laid
home of him who is the crown of all creation-the scene in 
which would be worked out both the ways and purposes of 
God, "the morning stars sang together and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy." Can we wonder, if these holy beings 
had some divinely-given glimpse of the mysterious depth 
of suffering and consequent height of glory that lay in the 
womb of the future for the new-born earth and its future 
inhabitants, things which were destined to bting out the 
deepest and richest revelation of the Being and N atlue 
of God. 

For a brief moment the complacency of God 1·ested upon 
all, but tho fall soon cast its blight upon the whole scene. 
Even then, however, the rule of the heavens asserts 
itself and promise, prophecy, providence,. and govern·ment 
goes on, heavenly visitors and communications being kept 
up, till in the incarnation of the Son, the distance 
and est.rangement was for faith removed. The Spirit's presence 
here, consequent on redemption, maintains that still,, for 
heaven could not be shut on a Divine Person on the earth. 
All is thus prepared for the greatest transaction of the time
ways of God, when millions shall in glo'rified bodies go up 
to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. iv.). These bodies of 
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glory are charact.erised as our house which is from heaven, 
the connection being maintained between the present 
heavenly- status of the saints and the permanent state in 
glory, for "He that has wrought us for the selfsame thing 
is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the 
Spirit" (2 Oor. v .). 

H·owever we may speak of heavenly life upon earth 
it can never be permanent here and therefore, the Church, as 
composed of the saints called in the day of Christ's absence,. 
must ever be an exotic here. The time is near when it shall 
not be so, when every man shall sit. under his own vine 
and vvhen Israel shall dwell in safety alone and his heaven 
shall drop down dew, when they shall be satisfied with 
favour and filled with the blessing of the Lord, and it shall 
be said, "Happy art thou, 0 Israel,. who is like unto thee, 
a people saved by the Lord'' (Deut. xxxiii.). Earth shall 
then rightly be his home, and the rule of the King Messiah 
being in force, the curse removed, and creation's groan 
hushed, man will hold the earth for God, not as in un
tried innocence but as knowing good and evil, 
and by divine power, cleaving to the good for ever. 

For those of earth's race taken up to be the bride of 
the second Man earth can never again be their home. The 
upper chambers is that alone which answers to the relation
ship which is theirs. Myriads of saints belonging to other 
dispensations will be there- also, for earth can never 
aga� be the home of resurrected persons. Such 
w11l be promoted to positions of rank and honour in 
proportion to past faithfulness on earth, but for one class 
remains tho highest place of creature exaltation. Earthly 
saints will live through that long reign of blessing in flesh 
and blood. The close of the Millennium must therefore bring 
about for them the transfer to new and eternal conditions, 
for all things have then become new. The new heavens 
and new earth speak of the whole scene in perfect accord 
with the will of God through the Son's atoning work, but 
leave room for the distinction throughout eternal days of 
heavenly and earthly life according to the will of God. 
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Tho Book of Revelation shows the whole company 
gathered home without distinction, an order apparently 
maintained all the time the preparato1·y judgments are being_ 
poured out in view of the Lamb taking His inheritance. 
But a 1noment arrives when the false apostate church is 
judgeu, then the glorified church in hea_ven is seen in her 
own place in relation to the Lamb as distinguished from all 
the other heavenly saints. From that time, right on through 
days of Kingdom glory, she is seen as the vessel of adminis
tion, and Help-meet of Him who claims her as His 
royal Bride, the distinction being maintained throughout 
eternity, when she is seen as the tabernacle of G� 
wherein He dwells for the outshining of His glory for 
evermore. 

Thi� is the prospect; may we make an appeal to 
the heart in the light of it all. As part of that favoured 
company whom He will have brought home publicly as 
loved by the Father with the same love that rests on Him� 
the S.on, to be witness both to the glory and lov� of God, 
a glory and love known now in faith by the strength
ening power of the Spirit, where the Church is as a chaste 
virgin · espoused to Himself. Shall we not seek by the 
Spirit to dwell with delight on the ineffable beauties and 
glories of Him who loves us so much

1 
speaking to the 

Father in holy worship of what He has taught us of the 
glory of that blessed One whose stupendous stoop to Calvary 
baffles all thought. And shall we not appreciate more 
the favour of being associated with the Son before the 
Father in the joy of such holy relationships, where the 
treasures of the Father and Son are made known, where the 
Holy Ghost delights to open out. the wealth of eternal 
counsel, where all things are of God and where, clothed 
with the best robe, we can enjoy the Father)s deep delight
in the revelation of Himself in the Son. May it be the 
hlessed portion of both reader and writer to entor into and 
enjoy these things for the glory of -our adorable Lord. Amen. 
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'' And they shall make the ephod of gold, blue, purplq_ !
scarlet, and fine twined linen, with cunning work '' (Ex. xxv. 6 ). 

� OOKING closely at these '' five words," which coniain 

·u something of the glories of our Lord, we are ren1indetl
of what is said in another place, viz., that the world 

itself could not · contain · the books which might be 
written on such a theme. A Saviour . who, on, the one 
hand is God over all, marked by divine righteousness and 
glo'ry (Gold), and on the other, by Incarnation as the Second 
Man out of heaven (Blue), comes necessarily before us in 
regal :Majesty and I{ingly beauty as the appointed I-Ieir of 
�11 thing� (Purple), and Son of David, King of Israel, that 
Nation's glorious King (Scarlet), while behind all, we are 
led in the fine twined linen to see I-Iim as lovi�g righteous
ness and hating· iniquity, and exhibiting a life of unstained 
purity in a world of sin and death, wll<'re all had gone 
thei:r own way and outraged the claims of God. 

Much patience is required if we ,,,ould enter into theso 
things and watching daily at I-Ii.s g·ates. He delights to be 
sought after and is a rewarder of them that "5diligontly seek 
Him out To be admitted to the place <>f intimacy inside, to 
behold tho King in flis boauty, to have the heart delighted 
with the sight of 1-Iim as Centre of such varied glories is 
a favour of no 01-dinary degree, and recalls His own :words



4 SCARLET. 

to His disciples, "Blessed are your eyes fpr they see, and 
your ears· for they hear." '' We beheld," says Peter, "His 
majesty on the holy 1nount." Stephen saw Him in the cenhe 
of the glory of God, and since then it is the privilege of 
every child of faith tt look up and see Jesus, crowned with 
glory and honour, at the right hal}.d of God. '' For their 
sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also mig·ht be sanctified 
through the truth." 

There are some, alas ! who seem to have no taste for 
these things. There are, it is well known, certain persons 
afflicted with a certain defect called· colour blindness. Much 
of the sublime in nature is lost to such. The beauty of the 
rainbow above, or the richly decorated landscape beneath, 
which lends a charm to our life here, elevating the heart 
often above the pressure of mental and moral troubles is 
unknown to them. What shall be said of those who are 
morally blind and are content to remain in that condition. 
The language of repentant Israel, as recorded by the Holy 
Ghost is, " He hath no form or lordliness, and when we 
see Him there is no beauty that we should desire Hi1n.,, 
Contrast here Psalm xxvii. 4, "One thing· have I desired of 
the Lord . . . to behold the beauty of the Lord and to 
enquire in His temple." How deplorably sad it must be for 
thow who interest themselves in the thing·s of the Lord 
suffieient �nly to secure heaven at the end, but conforw to 
the ways and fashiorus of the world and fail to catch a 
.glimpse of the beauty of Him who is the fairest among ten 
thousand and the altogether lovely One. 

The purple and scarlet of the above verse speak of our 
Lord in what is magnificent and gorgeous, and combine in 
Hin1 with the moral and spiritual verities indicated by the 
other three things; vi�., gold, blue, and fine twined linen. He 
is a heavenly �1an in the royalty 1-µarked by divine 
1·ig·hieousness and stainless purity, and His rule 
is set before us in the Word as having a two-fold bearing. 
The first is His place as Son of David

1 
King of Israel'., the 

second, that of Son of Nian in universal sway in the creation, 
and it is generally agTeed that the scarlet refers· to the fo1·mer 
glory• and the purple to the latter. With the one we may 
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connect the thought of the microscope showing the minute 
perfections of His g-race and glory in a little nation on the 
earth, the people ,vhich, in g·race, He stooped to link Himself 
with in the working· out of God's ways in time (see the 
Psalms, particularly ii., xlv., lxxii.), and with the other, the 
telescope opening out the far-reaching extent of His dominions 
as I{ing of kings and Lord of lorcl-s, and as swaying the 
whole creation of God ·(see Psalm viii., and its various 
quotations in the writings of Paul). 

He it is upon who.se shoulder the governJment of all 
rests. It has often been pointed out that earth's blessing 
supposes Israel restored and set up in millennial joy under 
Messiah's glorious sway, with all nations in happy accord', 
delig·hting· to own their Messiah as Son of Man, their right
ful I{ing, whose benificent sway through the people of His 
choice will bring contentment and satisfaction to all. This 
is well put by another.-" ,Thus the two streams of blessing 
will flow peacefully around the Lord Jesus, the centre as it 
were of two concentric circles, which will then ·expand to 
His glory and fill the world with. blessing. He is the Son 
of David for the smaller circle and the lower of the b,;,o, 
He is tho Son of Man for the larger, all-einbracing g·overn
ment, which will then be established under the whole heaven 
and not only over the land of Judea. The rule of the 
heavens in His Person will enfold all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues, and so ensure rig·hteousness and peace 
throughout the whole earth" (The Second Coming, W. IC, 
page 111). 

These two lines of truth often intersect each other and 
are continually brought together in the same context, the 
Spirit beginning with the place of Christ in the nation and 
going on to . His wider glory among all nations. See for 
example, Psalm. ii., where it is said, "Yet have I set :My 
King on My holy hill of Zion,'> and then goes on· to say, 
'' Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for Thi no 
inheritance."- Nor must we forget that thoro are times when 
the Spirit breaks through all mundane limitations and roaches 
out to I-fis place of rule in tho width of tho creation. This 
comes very clearly out in the 8th Psalm, and its citationr, 
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in tho New Testament, where tho Lord is portrayed at the 
centre of tho nnivorse and His Church associated with Him 
in the time of His glorious reign. 

It will be seen from what has been said that it will 
be p1·eferable to take the scarlet as depicting· the narrowest 
circle first, and afterwards g·o on to wliat is universal. For 
this, let us prayerfully seek that an entrance may he given 
into the chambers of l-Iis lviessianic glory, that Ho who has 
the key of David will graciously give· admission, ancl that we 
may enter into '' Things concerning Himself," and be en
tranced by beholding tho King in His beauty in that Temple 
where every whit utters glory. 

Scarlet seems in some way to connect with Israel. It is 
mentioned in the pledge given to Rahab of her security when 
Israel woui<l iako tho City. It is descriptive of national 
glory in the days of Saul, when tho daughters of Israel 
were clothed in gold and scarlet. And tho fact that our 
Lord is spoken of as clothed in a scaHct robe in that Gospel 
where He is portrayed as Son of David would seem to 
indicate its use in Jewish royalty. Its significant use in 
the ritual, when along with cedar ,vood and hysop it was 
cast into the burning of tho heifer, speaks of tho encl of 
all man's glory in the cross (Gal. vi.). Tho "\Voman clothed 
in purple and scarlet (Rev. xvii.) indicates, as is well known: 
the daring· characteJ: of tho prqfossinig system at tho close, 
assuming· the right of Christ both in Israel and \among· 
the Gentiles. 

There are certain well marked allusions to the sup1·emn.cy 
of Christ in the early chapters of Genesis, which wo mnst 
pass over since thoy aro connected more with that of ,vhich 
the purple speaks. Tho call of Abraham marks an important 
epoch, and although 'it was comparativoly late in the history 
when that event took pln.co, ho w_as made the 1·oot of tho 
olive tree of testimony and tho one-from whom tho Nation 
took its origin. Honco wo road in tho oponing· vorso of 
tho Now Testament, "'rho book of tho g·onoration of Jcsn.s 
Chri�t, tho Son of David, tho Son of Abraham." fioro tho 
�nenlogy is not traced to Adn.m as in Lnlw, tho point 
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being, to· show our Lord as the true Solomon, Heir 
to the throne, and the true Isaac, tlie risen One, who is Heir 
to the land. The call of Abraham is thus seen as a new 
depal'ture in the ways of God, and the glorious answer to 
all the promises is seen in Him who became a Minister of 
the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the pro1nises 
made to the fathers (Romans xv.). 

The I{ingdom reig·n is first mentioned in Exodus xv. 18, 
and we cannot fail to see in the events of that period the 
power that will usher it in. The deliverance from Egypt, 
the opening· of the sea and the leaping of the hills, are 
grandly expressive, producing the language which celebrated 
Him as a Man of power. I will sing unto the Lord for 
He hath triumphed gloriously .... The Lord is a Man. of 
war: the Lord is H_is Name. Then the Lion of the the 
tribe of Judah, the Stone of Israel, Benjamin (the son of 
my right hand) who ravins as a wolf, all '5peak of Him whose 
name is Immanuel (Genesis xlix.). The Star and Sceptre 
spoken of b.y Balaam and the greater prophet, mentioned by 
Moses, tell us distinctly of Him whose authority none ,vould 
gainsay, and in like manner the Captain of the host of the 
Lord, who with a drawn sword appeared to Joshua. 

In all the history it. may be clearly seen that God is 
so ordering and controlling events as to g·ive a clear outline 
of the Man of His purpose, who, at the end of the ages of 
probation, would come forth and take up all that had broken 
down in men's hands in previous times and make all g·ood 
for God's glory and honour.· To those acquainted with the 
Pentateuch, we may recall that Genesis chiefly foreshadows 
Christ in' the person of certain 1n'3n. Exodus in the- way 
of certain acts. Leviticus,· the wondrous fuln�ss connected 
with the sacrifice of Christ and the Priesthood for the service 
of God, while Numbers and Deuteronomy d�cribe a whole 
system of life and relationships which finds its counterpart 
in Christ and the Church. 

The prophetic strain gh·en throug·h I-Iannah is a brig-ht 
gleam in a dark day, and brings the K.ing· before us in 
Person. Her faith went far beyond the mere instinct of 
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natnre, and g·ot for its a1!swer a Sa1nuel (asked of God) who 
was raised up to supply the link between the fall of the priest
hood and the establishing of the monarchy in David. In 
this n1an we con1e to what is permanent, for although there 
was breakdown in his house, rus in all the rest, all hope 
continues to centre there because of David's greater Son. 
This leads to the Psalms, where we get a rich and magnificent 
strain of prophetic ·.1tterances concerning the beauty of the 
King- and the glory- of His reign. The prophets dwell, by 
the same Spirit, on the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
·which were to follow, passing over the long gap of time
during which He is on the Father's throne. Their testimony
n1ay bH said to have in view, Christ upon His own throne
and the full blaze of His glory, but for the pTesent He
sits upon the throne of His Father, eng·aged with the deeper
things of eternal counsel. l{eeping this in view will save us
from much which might otherwise be confusing.

A l(ing according· to God would combine every virtue 
with a resource that nothing can baffle. Moses:. who was 
king in :Teshuron, may illustrate both by type and contrast. 
He acted in that capacity with a resource which was wonder
ful and in a way that dra,ys out the words, "Faithful in 
all God's house." There were times, however, when the 
circumstances were too much for him and he had to say, 
"Stand still, and I will hear ,vhat the Lord will command 
concerning you " (Numbers ix. 8 ). This could not possibly 
happen with the true l{ing. '' The Spirit of Jehovah shall 
rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding·, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge. and of 
the fear of the Lord. · And His delight will be· in th� fear 
of Jel).ovah, and He shall not judge after the sight of His 
eyes, neither reprove after the hearing� of His ears; but with 
righteousness shall He judge the poor and reprove with 
equity the meek of the earth . . . and 1·ighteousness shall 
be the girdle of His reins and faithfulness the girdle of His 
loins (Isaiah xi. 2-5). 

With Moses, as with all others, the divine Teacher was 
at work producing that which in later times He would carry 



SCARLET. 9 

out to fruition. Take that man of God for a moment 
along with Samuel and David, stars as we say, of the firat 
magnitude: In their service they set forth our Lord as 
Lawgiver, Judge, and King. Who does not admire the 
beautiful traits of Christ seen in such men. Their faithful
ness was the outcome of God's work in theii� souls, for, like 
ourselves, the blessed God had more to do in them than 
He had ·to do by them, and being mo:rfl"l, we can see the 
element of weakness, and even failure, here and there. A.t 
a later day, when the prophet depicts Zion as a city of 
solemnities and a quiet habitation, it is because the Lord 
is our Judge, the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord is our 
King, for all that the three leaders stood for is combined 
in Hirn, with the absence both of weakness and failure. 

Here then, we get our knowledge of Him at first hand. 
No one knows the Son save the Father, and we listen with 
joy to His communications of Him in those old Testament 
days. '' Behold l,1.y Servant whom I ulphold, Mine elect in 
whom My soul delightetl� !, I will put My Spirit npon 
Him and He will bring forth judgment to the nations. He 
shall not cry nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard 
·in the street. A brµised reed shall Hie not break and 
smoking· flax shall He not quench: He shall bring forth 
judgment to truth. He shall not faint nor be in haste till 
He have set justice in the earth, and the Isles shall wait 
for His law.'' How exceedingly precious is all this for 
this poor, down-trodden world, where unrighteousness and 
tyranny have so long flourished. But the place of Israel, 
as symbolised by the scarlet, must be kept in view. There
fore we get, "�joice greatly, daughter of Zion; shoutJ 
daug·hter of Jerusalem !. Bek.old thy King cometh to thee: 
He is just and having· salvation; lowly and riding upon an 
ass, even upo/Jl a colt, the foal of an ass." 

But, my reader, there is more, for wo are pTivileged to 
come into the sacred enclosure and listen with adoring hearts 
to the communications which passed between the Father and 
Son concerning the work of grace, the place the Son takes 
and the unutt�rable cost to carry all out. In the time of 
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His deep sorrow we hear Him say, '' 'l,ake Nie not awa.y 
in :.the midst of Nly days,» and the answer which is given 
shows tho Sufferer to be God over all;-" Of old hast Thou 
laid th<:, foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of Thy hands. They shall perish, but Thou continues�, 
etc" (Psaln1 cii. and He?brews i. ). And when the cross is 
seen from the side of man's hatred, the words ring out, 
'' Thou art }.1y Son, this day have I bego.tten Thee.· Ask of 
}.1a and I will give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, 
and fo1 Thy possession the ends of the earth." See also 
Isaiah xlix., and the various passages in the New Testament 
where the Father speal�s directly to Him from the unseen 
world. 

But such a favour must p1·oduoo a corresponding 
result. We can, therefore, hear the language of faith in its 
communings with God about Him. "His glory is great in 
'rhy salvation; majesty and splendour hast Thou laid upon 
Him. For Thou hast made Him to be blessings for ever; 
Thou hast filled Him with joy by Thy countenance '' (Psa. ::ed.). 
Next note faith's address to Him as seen in the Song of the 
King. " Thou art fairer than the sons of men; g-race is 
poured into 'l'by lips : therefore God bath blessed Thee 
fqr ever. Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, 0 mighty 
One, in iThy majesty and Thy splendour; and in Thy 
splendour ride prosperously because of truth and meekness 
and righteousness, and 'l'hy right hand shall teach �rhee 
terrible things" (Psalm xJv .). And last of a11, note the 
delightful outburst about Him to others, "�1y Beloved is 
white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thou�and. His head 
is as the most fine gold ... His eyes are like doves by the 
water brooks with milk fitly set," and she goes on with 
the happy description of His features till able to g·o no 
further, she says, "Yea, He is altogothe1· lovely" (_Song of 
Solomon v. 9-16). 

It will readily be perceived that a more carnal kingdo1n 
could not suit such a 1{ing, nor could He assnmo tho govern
ment ove1· man in his sinful condition. The reign of Christ 
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supposes sin put away, the curse removed, the inheritance· 
cleansed, and the whole earth full of His glory. This 
necessitated the cross with all its tale of woe. Hence we 
find, interspersed through the prophetic Scriptures and 
running parallel with what we have already touched, the 
description of His humiliation, suffering, sorrow, and death. 
He is described as a Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief, giving His back to the smiters and His cheeks to 
then1 that plucked off the hair, and hiding not from shame 
and spitting. This, too, is set forth in a concrete shape, 
that is to say, not merely by prophetic statement, but b_Y 
type and shadow. See for example, the offering up of 
Isaac, the sufferings at the hands of his brethren by Joseph, 
the sufferings and distresses of David who, though anointed 
king·, was hunted like a partridge on the mountains, and 
remember that the whole sacrificial system is an adumbration 
of that death by which the sin question is settled for ever. 

His sufferings fron1 the nation began with His ministry 
and ended with His death. The feelings of His heart may 
be traced. in many passages, "Jehovah, how are they in
creased that trouble 1\1e, many there be that rise up against 
me.'' And as the end drew near He has to say, '' Yea, 
Mine own familiar friend in whom I confided, who did eat 
1\1y bread, hath lifted up his heel against Me" (Psalm xli. 
9). And in the Psalm ·of Atonement we learn what passed 
through His heart in the hour of deepest woe. "For dogs 
encompa8sed 1\1e, an· assembbr of evildoers have surrounded 
Me, they pierced My hands and My feet.'' All closed in 
upon tho holy Suffere1; in that hour, but beyond all that 
evil powers could do, "·e have to take account of Him as 
forsaken of God. It was then that the whole sin question 
was settled for the glory of God, never to be raised again 
while eternity's ages rolL 

One passage may engage us a moment because of how 
it combines the two lines of l)Tophetic testin1ony glanced at 
a°!)ove, viz., the sufferings of Christ and the glories which 
were to follow. In Isaiah xxii.,• the Lord comes before us 
as a nail to be fastened in a .sure place. Eliakim, who 
displaced Shebna, is tho figure, and to apprehend the passage 
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we 1nust remember that in Jewish homes, the nail on which 
the ornaments hung was in a conspicuous place. "The key 
of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder, so he 
shall open and none shall shut; and he shall shut and nor.e 
shall open. Anid I will fasten hin1 as a nail in a Slue place, 
and he shall be for a glorious throne to his. father's house. 
And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's 
house, the offsPTing and the issu�, all vessels of 
small _quantities: from the ve$els of cups even to all the 
vessels of flagons." 

Here our adorable Lord is seen, not only as the perfect 
answer to all the types, shadows, prom"ises, and prophecies 
which cove1· the pages of Holy Writ, but the radiant Centre 
of that glorious constellation of luminaries which shone 
throughout the ages, illuminating the record of man's history 
on the earth. Trace the whole line of honoured witnesses-, 
that great galaxy of heavenly orbs which shone in the light 
of the approaching Sun from Abraham to Malachi: go 
through the holy GoRpels and see the honourable mention of 
names like l\1oses, Joseph, Elijah, Isaiah, Daniel,_ etc; and 
last of all, visualise the l(ing and His intimate ministers on 
the holy mount, and there behold the Nail and all the 
attendant vessels. All the v�sels, not only out::;tanding 
ones, but the hidden and obscure, whose lives were lived 
in relation to God. For all the ve·ssels of small quantities, 
from vessels of cups to the vessels of flagons were there. 

Here comes, in a ,most solemn turn in the chapter, an 
event which indicates that the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
however great, is not enough for the •divine glory in a world 
of sin and death. "In that day, saith the Lord of hosts!, 
shall the nail that is fastened in a sure place be remm·ed 
and cut down and fall, and the burden that was upon it 
shall be cut off. Hence we read in another place that He 
was cut off out of the land of the living- (See Isaiah liii. 8; 
Daniel ix. 26). 

But why all this ? Clearly because a world of sinners, 
where death shadows all, can never be made suitable for God. 
Death must come in, an event which, while prodng the 
guilt of man, makes way for tho resunection platform whoro 
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the I{ingdom is established and where all tbat is of God 
re�ts. What a tremendous shattering of every human hope 
was the cross. Who can conceive what the disciples felt 
when Jehovah delivered up His stre�o-th to captivity and 
His glory into the ene�y's han(l. Can we wonder when one 
said, " I go a fishing, and others, sa�d, We go with thee " 
and others in deep concern said, " We tru�ted that it had 
been He which should have redeemed Israel " (John xxi. a; 
Luke xxiv. 21). 

PART II. 

But here, as of old,. it may be said, we would see Jesus. 
We turn then frorri the portrait to the Person Himself with 
the prayer on our lips, "Lord, show me Thy glory," and with 
confidence of heart contemplate those spiritually enchanting 
scenes set before us in the pages of the four evangelists. 
Here the King stands before us, giving concrete expression 
to the whole. Every line is filled with life, which gives 
substance to the shadow, completeness to the mould, and 
equilibrium to the whole. It has been said that Christ would 
not have come sooner tha;n He did, and in the combined 
view of both the purposes and ways of God. nothing can 
be more certain; the pre-christian ages being· a necessity, 
during which the activity of the Godhead is seen working 
in tl�e fallen race both in grace and government. Behind 
it all, however, there was the sketching out of an order of 
life and being which the Incarnation of the Son only could 
make good. In the birth of Christ all was actualised because 
every part of truth was perfectly combined in Him. 

The divine glory and credentials are prominent in John 
and the human pedigree in connection with the nation 
in 1\1atthew. Bethlehem, though small, is the place from 
:which He comes, whose goings forth have been from the 
days of eternity. The glory of the Person is intenvo\·en 
with the human details and presented in such charming 
simplicity as to rejoice the heart, while all fits in perfectly 
with what had been written before. All that Hebre,vs i. 
predicates of Him is here seen in the Babe who is called 
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In1manuel. The cont.rol of affairs is markedly in divine 
hands, and the Child n1ust be taken to Egypt. Not merely 
to escape the dragon's po,ver however, but that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, " Out of Egypt have I called Niy Son." 
The history of the nation, which was one of failure, had 
begun fron1 that place: He goes there to identify Himself 
with that history and put His own perfect stamp upon all. 

As soon as He is announced by I-Iis forerunner and 
before beginning His public 1ninistry, another king-one who 
had had long practice on 1nan-comes upon the scene to 
challeng·e His royal rights and attempt to allure Him from 
the path of His moral glory. The one temptation relative 
to our pTesent theme is that gi,·en secon.d by Matthew, and 
alludes to the holy city and the temple, connecting with His 
place in Israel both politically and ecclesiastically. But the 
I{ing, whose right it is to command, knows perfectly how 
to obey and the evil one is defeated by the Word of God. 

Having defeated the strong man He goes forth to spoil his 
goods. He enters the strong man's palace where he kept 
his goods in peace, wheie he had his arn1our and 1nuch 
spoil, to dispossess and cast him out. That one had early 
raised up bulwarks between the. creature and God, but the 
Deli 1terer had come. The ICing is here in the sphere of 
man's need on the line of n1ercy, but it never can be possible 
to think of me1'CY toward the spiritual forces of evil. The 
crushing of Satan meant the deliverance of man in so far as 
he was prepared to submit himself to the ICing. For there 
could be no truce in that conflict nor compromise!, sinoo 
mercy were lost on that ·which is irreconcilable. 

Satan left Him for a ·season to come backt'at the end 
with his last and strongest weapon. Indirectly, however, his 
murderous opposition is kept up all through the time of the 
Lord's ministry. The ingenuity of. his tactics is seen in a 
multitude of ways, for not only are evil spirits seen at work, 
but the very people that the I�ing had come to bless are 
made the instrument of his attack. When we reflect that 
the very elem en ts are stirred up by him to frustrate the work 
of the King, as in the storm on the lake of Galilee, we g·et 
some idea of the determined opposition of the evil one. 
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Demons wore commanded to be silent, and on being cast out, 
were found pleading- with Him not to be sent into the 
abyss (1Iark i. 34; iii. 11; Luke viii. 31). Here we have the 
saddest of all truths, that though Satan may delude man into 
the foolish device of scepticism it is beyond his power to do 
that with eYil spirits. "The demons even believe and 
tremble,, (James ii. 19). The majesty and resotuce of the 
King is seen not only in the exposure of every device of 
Satan, but that all is made to work out for his disgrace and 
defeat. This is seen all through the history, but nowhere 
more conspicuous than at the cross, wher� his last, worst. 
and vilest attack brings about his dow·nfall for eternity. 

As we behold the moral scenery of the Gospels the pleni
tude of His g·lory shines before us in such a way and in 
such variet3; that we feel the difficulty of keeping to the 
Scarlet. There everything· utters glory and blends together, 
combining· what is Personal, :Moral, Official, and 0reatorial, 
with the cross at the end, where the g·lory of Redemption 
(the door of entrance for us, whereby we may enter in 
and contemplate them all), shines in full meridian splendour. 
The unity, variety, and symmetry of what belongs to God 
and! man may be traced ·. in such a way as to antici
pate God's eternal ·day, when He shall dwell with man in 
a condition of things into which disorder can never con1e. 
There, if we may be allowed the expTession with all reverence, 
we see God at His best because He is dispensing graoe and 
mercy in a world of need, and there, too, we see Manhood 
for the delight of the heart of God, a sight for all in telli
gencies to behold. Thousands have drawn near to the Ark 
of the covenant in that holy place, getting their tiny vessels 
filled and thousands 111ore will follow, but it must ever 
remain in its own eternal fulness the richest of the rich. the 
grandest of the grand, the most wonderful of all the wonders 
of God. 

We make no apology then, dear reader, for asking the 
favour of your company that we may together go by the 
footsteps of the flock, and enter into the inner chambers of 
the King, saying to Him, "We will be g·lad and rejoice in 
Thee. We will rem.ember Thy love more than wine,, (Song 
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of Solomon i.·• 7). ' " ,vhere the word of a King is there is 
power, and; who· may say unto Him what doest Thou ? '' 
Such words c◊uld only Le used in an absolute sense of our Lord 
and point forward to His pub lie reign. 'But the One who 
is to rule in a scene of righteousness mnst first rule in grace, 
and we may well ask as we look forward in the lig·ht of 
the past and present· which is most profound. "The $hout 
of a E: ing is among· them,'� was as true in John di. 37, 
as it will be in the time to come, and of this "·e ha\·e 
living· proof in those who have heard the mighty voice of 
the Son of God and been made to live. · Power is there, 
but controlled by love, in the sphere of good and evil and 
on behalf of the creature who had long- groaned under the 
power of the tyrant. . 

His word carries authority, and from the moment He 
comes upon the scene tho axe is lairl to the root of the trees· 
ready to cut them dov.rn. His being a 1'Ian of sorrows and 
acquainted with g-rief is in relation to the conditions which 
prevail among men, this being· a mark of divine grace 
towards the race in which His purpose centred, could in no 
wise affect His dealings with all other parts except that all 
should be in happy harmony with Hi1nself in His work of 
grace. Where this was not true thA very opposi_tion. because 
of who He was, was bound to work for its own destruc-
tion. All is· at His command. Tho physical, the animal, 
the spiritual, and the moral. The wincLs and waves obey, 
the tree withers away, the unbroken colt carries Him, tho fish 
obey His voice us the sea yields her treasures, tho demons 
quake before Him, and death itself, the king- of terrors, 
surrenders to Him his spoil. No King- like this. In Psalm 
xxiv ., the question is asked, Who is He ? " \Vho is this 
King· of glory ? The Lord,· strong and mighty, 'the Lord 
mighty in battle." His word controls the seen and unseen, 
heaven, earth, and hell, and destruction and death say ,Ye 
have heard the fame thereof with our ears. nut see the 
effect of that word in human hearts. Distressed ones are 
filled with joy us they behold their loved ones relieYed from 
both disease anrl death. The · nobleman's son (John iv.), 
the distressed sisters of Betlrnny (John xi.), and tho widow of 
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Luke v111., show the gladdening ruys of the Sun of Right
eousness streaming- in on sorrowful hearts in antici,.Pation of 
the day when all tears shall be wiped away. "I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof," said the 
centurion, "but speak the word only and my servant shall be 
healed.'' And the soldiers sent to apprehend Him have to 
say, "Never man spake like this Nian." Some would say, 
" Wha(; doest Thou" to their shame, and even a disciple 
might unwisely intrude to meet with stern rebuke. Other 
kings hold their subjects under command either by fear or 
affection. He is Lord 6£ all, and holds the mind and heart 
of each under His control. 

There were those again whose delight it was to bow 
before Him, owning His sovereignty and drinking- in His 
word. "In the light of the I{:ing's countenance there is 
1 if e and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain (Prov. 
x,·i. 15). The woman of Luke vii., found His ,Yords to be 
like drops of wat.er to a thirsty soul, and the g,.,ace of heaven 
dispensed by Hi1n made her heart like a watered garden. 
If she learned the grace of forgiveness the woman of Luke 
x., tasted His complacency in the joy of communion. Surely 
the Person and the communi.cations of the King· commanded 
lier whole being and made her oblivious of all else. She 
knew the light of His countenance, and her faith rejoiced 
His heart by penetrating· into His thoug·hts and His excell
ency to such an extent as to anoint Him in view of both 
the sepulchre and the throne (Matthew >..'"Xvi. and John xii.). 

Take again the words:-'' Take away the wicked fi·on1 
Leforo tho King· " (Proverbs xxv. 5). Perhaps the most 
sole mu illustration of this is seen in the g·oing out of Judas 
into the dark of that, for him, mol'ally dark night. Tho 
casie, too, of those who broug·ht the sinful woman 
ft>r Him to cunclornn. 'rho answer of His lips so exposed 
them that they ,vere shamed out of His presence and nll 
slink away. In l\1atthew xii., tho l(ing- is seen on. tho lino 
of mercy, tho expression of which arouses tho animus of 
tho loadeus to such an extent as to seek to destroy Him. 
Silcncod Ly His word uncl baffled by the work of His g-ood-
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ness · they go out and hold a council to put Him to death. 
"\Vhile they are on the line of murder He goes on in His 
work of mercy taking·, so to speak, no notice till He bring 
forth judg·rnent unto Yictory. The moment is at hand·, 
howev-er, wheu He will turn His attention to these, when 
"the Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall stir 
up jealousy like a man of "·ar, He shall cry, yea, roar: He 
shall prevail against His enemies." Then shall He Bay, 
"I have a long· time holden �1:y peace.; I have been still 
and refrained, 11.ow will I cry like a travailing woman, I 
will destroy and devour at once" (Isaiah xlii.). In the 
language of another prophet it shall then be said, " The lion 
hath roared, who will not fear ? " (Amos iii. 8). 

Judah is the royal tribe whose ensign was a lion, and 
from hin1 1'1:essiah sprang. And when we reflect that lions 
are emblernatical of the majesty and dig·nity of Israel's throne, 
we g·et some sense of the true dignity of the nation as linked 
up with the Son of David. Judah is a young- lion. "From 
the prey, my son, thou art gone up," says Jacob. "He 
stoopeth, he layeth himself down as a lion, and as a lioness 
who will rouse him up.'' We who live in the light of 
accomplished redemption with the power of Satan broken at 
the cross, can see how having spoiled principalities and 
powers, triumphing over them, He has gone up. Yes, He 
that descended into the lower parts of the earth has ascended 
up far above all heavens that He might fill all things 
(Ephesians iv.). " But who shall rouse Him up ? " That 
shall be the day of the vengeance of our God (Isaiah Ix.), 
when He shall say, "I have sharpened my gleaming sword 
and my hand shall take hold of judgment, for a fire is 
kindled in Mine anger that shall burn unto the lowest sheol" 
(Deut. xxxii. 22, 41 ). 

Is there nothing· akin to this, it may be asked, in the 
day of His ministry ? Can we not see something of this 
when His disciples remembered that it had been written of 
Him, " The zeal of thine house devours Me '' ? He found in 
the temple the sellers of oxen, sheep, and· doyes, and the 
money changers sitting, and having made a scourge of small 
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cords Ho cast them all out of the temple and said., ... "take 
these things henoe: make not ?\{y Father's house a house of 
merchandise." This second clea�sing of the temple, it will 
be recalled, took plaoe ,Yi thin a few days of His death,. and 
at no time in the history does His supremacy so shine out. 
If the doings of the last week be carefully studied it will be 
seen that He is indeed a King against whom there is no 
r1S1ng·. "The voice of Jehovah is powerful, t'he voice of 
Jehovah is full of majesty, the voice of Jehovah breaketh the 
cedars'' (Psalm xxix. 4, 5). 

But there is· another side to His character which is of 
great importance for us to look at. He is the Lamb JlS 
well as the Lion, and it is worthy of note that· both these 
titles come out in the finst and last books of Holv Writ. ,, 
This double presentation of our Lord presents Him either at 
the top or at the bottom, and while the Lamb :is used as 
typifying His death, it is never so with the Lion, £or no ,Yikl 
animal could be used in sacrifice. See Him in John "·, 
whose power will sweep the whole domain of death and 
whose mighty voice commands the tomb, and almost in the 
same breath hear Him say, '' I can of mine self do nothing·." 
If the exigency of the moment demanded stern righteousness 
He is there, "Jesus Christ the righteous," and if need or 
suffering, He is there to bind up the broken heart. "I 
beseech you," says the apostle, "by the meekness of Ohl'ist," 
and His own words were, "Take My yoke upon jrou and 
learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart and ye 
shall find· rest fo your souls." 

The two things come tog·ether at His arrest. "At one 
word from Him they all g·o backward and fall to the gTound, 
and immediately afterwards He submits to all. There 'is no 
distraction in that moment, and althong·h Peter's zeal created 
a scene, He is there to bind... up and b�·ing· all to order. 
See Him before the council, spat upon�-.and buffeted, then in 
Gentile hands mocked and crowned. with ·-thorni,� and follow 
on to·. see Him led _as a La1nb to tJ1e ·slaug-hter ·and us a 
sheep before her shearers is dmrib. It is · this combination 
of divine po,Y�r and glory with lowly gTnce, that submits to 
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all manner of abasen1ent, that entrances tho soul; an in
scrutihlo mJstery which fills us with specchlo.�s amazement 
and richest adoration. 

"There see the Godhead glory shrne through that human vail, 
And willing hear the story of love that's come to heal. 
:;\[ y sou I in secret follows I he footsteps of Jlis love; 
I trace the :\[an of sorrows IT is boundless grace to prove." 

\V hile beholding these two features shining ont the 
difference between them is 1wessed upon us. The working of 
miracle in one ,ery obvious sense could be nothing wonderful 
for Hirn, nor indeed the checking· of evil and deliverance of 
the creature from sin, disease, and Satan's power. All these 
things He had been doing in different degrees all along 
the line. He Himself is to us the greate ·t miracle of all, 
and the marvel would be if He did not do such things, 
But the most wonderful thing- of all, and that which is 
bound to touch the heart mo. t deeply is. that such a Person 
should be found going throug·h the circumstances of this 
life patiently and calmly committing Him elf to God and 
doing· eYerything in a way that "·as well-i:leasing to Hirn. 
Here, belm;'ed reader, let u ponder as we behold this i:;ight 
which is surpas ingly lovely; to see such an One comman<ling 
the storm or "·alking· on the water produces wonder indeed, 
because it wa done in :Manhood's lo"ly guise, hut to _sec Him 
smitten, stricken, and afflictccl, mocked, and spat upon, sur
pa<::s0 .,; all that creatures can conceive. What could bow the 
soul in holy and adoring- \\'Or�hip like that ? It is that 
which has been calle<l His moral glory, and in which He. is 
seen as the most gracious and accessible of all men. One 
who never turned any away, whether old or young, but made 
Himself tho servant of all. 
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PART III. 

H
ERE we must trace, though in the fewest possible words

on account of want of space, tho history of His rejec
tion by the people and its connection with that already 

touched. The first four chapters of :Matthew ,'le have seen 
give the birth, baptism, proclamation, and testing of the 
l{ing·. Next follows the Sermon on the :.Mount, a discourse 
incomparable for beauty, simplicity, and g1,andeur. A l{ing 
like this must have a kingdom altogether different ·from 
·anything· which had ever been before. It is therefore a 
description of the character of His kingdom. Those thinge. 
which arc necessary for a nation and kingdom �mong men, 
such as wealth, education, and distinction of rank and :a 
standing· army are conspicuous by their absence, the reason 
being- that all the requirements of His are stored up in 
Himself. The Beatitudes of ·chapt€r v. 1-7, are a description 
of Himself to be produced in His subjects by faith and 
on the principle of reflection; the ,vhole discourse being a 
searching· exposure of the accre9-ited leaders of religion at 
that time. 

The two following· chapters (viii. and ix.) give His 
service, and there we may see the display of the power of 
the kingdom in such a way as to demonstrate the truth 
that the King and the kingdom are bound up together and 
all its Tequirements are stored up in Himself. He is refused 
at the end of chapter ix., and His n1ighty works which could 
not be denied are imputed to evil power. Before He accepts 
their decision He tries them in another way by sending fo1·th 
the twelve disciples, for what could l1ave been done moro 
for that people than what He has done. They go forth 
as the ministers of His bounty, equipped by Him to meet 
every emergency and to demonstrate the power and 1·esource 
of the l(ing·. What a day that mu.st have been and what 
joy and gladness came into many hearts who, like ourselves, 
were sharers in the common heritage of ,roe which sin had 
brought in. All that was necessary was the g·lad acknow
ledgment of the J{ing. but thi3 was not to he. Hi� 
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presonoo, the description of the kingdom rind the display of 
its power, did not a,raken response; the forerunner might 
mourn, and He Himself pipe, but they would neither Jament 
nor dance and at last, treated as a gluttonous man 
and a winebibbor. He has to pronounce woe upon the cities 
in which most of I-Iis mighty works were done. 

This should he carefully pondered for it brings before 
us one of the mo.st decisive moments in the world's history. 
Decisive not only for the Jew, but for the nations of the 
world, and creating the position for the greatest display of 
wisdom and resource, the richest unfolding of heaven's grace, 
the position which God takes account of to fulfil the counsels 
of eternity. In the light of pt·evious testimony however, 
it will create no surprise since all had been foretold in the 
prophets, and indeed, it was this that was be£ ore Panl in 
the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia when he told the Jews 
that in condemning· their 1\'.fessiah they were but fulfilling 
that which their own prophets had written (Acts xiii. 27). 

There are, therefore, three important landmarks arotmd 
which all this part of the history turns which if taken 
account of, will serve to simpJify matters at the same time 
as impressing· us with the profundity and beauty of all 
Scriptm;e. 

(1) The connection of :rvratthew xi. with Isaiah xlix. (2)
The strong link between J\1atthew xvi. and Isaiah Yiii. .(3) 
The bring·ing tog·ether of Psalm cxviii. and Zechariah xi. 
with Matthew xxi.-xxiii. 

(1) The point at which we have arrived in J\Iatthew xi.
will be found to fit in exactly with the words of Isaiah 
xlix. 4, where the blessed Lord s1JBaks by the prophetic Spirit
saying, "I lrn:re laboured in vain, I have spent J\1y strength
for naught and in Yain, yet surely J\fy judgment is with the
Lord and J\1y work with J\1y God .... Thoug·h Israel be not 
gathered yot shall I be g·lorious in the eyes of the Lord.1

' 

At that moment the answBr comes from His God;-" Is it a 
light thing that Thou shouldest be �Iy se1Tni1t to raise up 
the. tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel; 
I have even given Thee· for a light of the nations, that Thou 
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mayest be :My salvation unto the encl of tho earth." If the 
reader will at this point carefully read tho words of our 
Lord in 11atthew xi. 25-27, he will see that never was there 
a time whe.n Ho was 1nore glorious in the eyes of His 
Father than when Israel made that solemn decision. 

(2) ·Having· broken with the nation at the encl of
:Matthew xii., He formally abandons the wstimony and takes 
wider ground, chapter xvi. 20. By charging the disciples 
to tell no man that He was Jesus the Christ, He connects 
with Isaiah viii. 16, 17. "Bind up the testimony,. seal the 
law among· :My disciples, and I will wait for Jehovah who 
hideth His face from the house of Jacob; and I will look 
for Him.'' It is at that moment that the disciples are seen 
as given to Him out of the nation, as shown in the ,rords 
of the prophet in verse 18. (See also Hebrews ii. 13). 

(3) In chapter xxi. of the same Gospel the Lord enters
Jerusalem in fulfilment of Zechariah ix., and is acclaimed 
King in the words both of that prophet and Psalm cxviii. 
But in spite of all the leaders would not have Him. The 
birth of ·Messiah had been a fresh overture or covenant on 
the part of God, not only with Israel, but with all nations. 
Their rHfusal was bound to affect all the others and the 
·symbolical act of breaking· the staff in Zechariah xi. 10 1

signifies the breaking of th:s covenant with all the peoples.
This, in all probability, ,ras accomplished in the solemn
words of :Matthew xxiii., which end with the statement,
" Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say
unto you ye shall not. see �{e hen.ceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." All
ended as we know midst the gloom of Calvary, fulfilling· that
g·reat branch of prophetic testimony which spoke of the
sufferings of our precious Lord, bringing· with it the shatter
ing· of every hope, and producing distress and consternation
among· those who had been privileged' to witness much of
the glory and beauty of the King.

We have now to see the use that is made of the people's 
decision. In the ways of God Christ had been offered and 
ref�sed, but all had been foreseen. their decision in that 
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way making· room for the operationc, of divine love in the 
purposes of grace. "Thile it was noccssa.ry that the trial 
of man in his 1'Dsponsibility should be completed in that 
people by the presentation of Him in whom all the promises 
centered, it was also foreknown that He would be refused. 
How tho blesSBd God causes all to work for His own glory 
and the good of the creature may be seen in the way the 
rejection and ignominious death of Christ is u�ea. by Him to 
bring out the richest and fullest manifestation of His grace. 
The forces of evil were at work, but to make way in divine 
wisdom for the hidden purposes of eternity and the deeper 
glories of the Godhead. The pI'ophets had written of the 
suffering·s of Christ and the g·lories to follow? but knew not 
that a long· . period which has lasted ninteen centuries would 
come between the one and the other. The people having
forfeited eyerything He said, " I will go and rehun to 1Iy 
place till they acknowledg·e their guilt" (Hosea v. 15). See 
Genesis xlii. 21 :-" We are indeei guilty." He had said 
before that time while expostulating with them, '· What and 
if ye shall see the Son of :Man ascend up whe1,e He was 
before." We know His own place was with the Father, as 
He sai<l in John xvii. " And now I come to Thee.,, His 
going there was in connection with deeper and richer pur
poses, which has engaged Him since and ,Yill continue to 
do so till the moment now at hand in which Israel, having 
-I"eceived at the Lord's hand double for all their sins, shall 
say, " Come and let us 1·eturn to Jehm·ah, He hath torn 
and lie will heal us, He hath smitten and He ,Yill bind 
us up." 

It is during this perio<l that a new thing· comes to 
pass. \Vhile Christ is on high the Holy Ghost comes to 
dwell in His people on the earth, consequently the whole 
cou,nsel of Goel is prougld out. rhe Church age is un
<loubtc<lly tho most important time in all the dealings of 
God with :Man because the Holy Ghost, a divine Person, is 
here to unfold the glory of God and Jesus. This necessitates 
tho opening out of the cotmsels of God concerning. the 
glory of the Son in the Creation calling out the Assembly as 
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His Body and Bri<le, which brings into moral display all 
tho treasures of ,visd01n and know ledge, going· far beyond 
anything e,·er before conceived, showing· the dealings of God 
which beg·an with Genesis to be as yesterday, all being as 
elevated in character as heaven is above tho earth. Such 
things are far beyond the scope of Israel's blessing and 
would scarcely be fitting in a pap_er dealing with th� glory 
of Christ in that people. But besides her place in relation 
to divine Persons and the counsels of eternity. the Church 
fills an important part in relation to time and the ways o.f 
God. While here in the scene of His holy goYernment she 
is made the witness of His grace, patience, and faithfulness 
in such a way that all these great and blessed principles 
of truth, which had for their centre the earthly people, are 
now being worked out in her. In this way, it is so im
portant to see that nothing that God had in mind for His 
earthly people can be said to have failed. Their 1·efusal 
made roon1 for the call of others, who are brought in and 
made tho recipients of the blessing in such a way as to 
demonstrate both His faithfulness to His people and the 
securing of His g·_lory in them. ']_Jhe Lord Jesus Christ had 
come as Centre of all the counsels of God, and at the same 
time, the One in whom all.His ways were gathered, 'it,p a.nd 
centered. His refusal brought about redemption by which 
He took His place at the right hand of God, and by the 
Spirit the Assembly was formed to take her place in reg-ard 
to both the counsels of eternity and the time-,ways of God. 
While the former, which is the deeper and fuller, must be 
res.erved for another time we are compelled to look into the 
latter because of its connection with the ways of God with 
Israel and the earth. 

Wo would emphasize this and press upon the reader the 
importance of g·iving attention to it since it is the key to 
open up the whole range of divine dealings. 1fany can 
say a great deal about the past. and look forward to the 
groat things or the future, describing· minutely the moral 
and political disorders of the day; books, too, constantly 
coming out, interesting and helpful as far as they g·o, hut 
not having the key, viz., the place of tho Church as the 
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vessel 111 which the ways of God centre, there is both Joss 
and confusion. The result is that these things are spoken of 
as if the great gap of time during which Christ is at the 
right hand of God wero a mere hiatus wh·ere all is blank. 
The Church may be spoken of, but in such a yague "·ay that 
there is no distinct sense of her place as the vessel wherein 
are deposited the blessings which are proper to the ear·thly 
people. 

The link behveen Israel and the Church is the elect 
remnant given to Christ out of the nation. In that im
portant section of the epistle to the Romans, where the 
faithfulness of God to that people i;;, seen to agree with His 
promises, it ie said that they are not all Israel who are of 
Israel. This was also put before them by the Lord Himself 
in John viii., when He said, I know that ye are Abraham's 
seed, and in the same breath, If ye were Abraham's children 
ye would do the works of Abraham. The generation of 
faith is thus distinguished from the nation as an election of 
grace and this is confirmed by figurative teachiJ.lg. Isaao, 
the son of the free woman, repr.resents the line of faith, while 
Ishmael sets forth the nation in unbelief (Gal. iv. 22-26). 
Much confusion existg for want of attention to this important 
distinction. While the apostate, nation is cut off and, like 
Cain of old, doomed to wander in the Janel of and with the 
mark of a vagabond, the election of grace are brought in 
and become the true nation, the Israel of Goel. The people 
had, as it were, thrown back in His face the �1essianic 
blessings, but He found hearts in which they could be 
enjoyed, these came into all the blessing of Israel and far 
more, being given to Him as companions and transfel'red 
from Isrool and earthly blessing· to the Church. Thus ,ve 
can see how all that belongs to Israel is maintained and 
carried through for God in the Church during the time that 
the nation is suffei·ing under His government for the murder 
of their :Messiah. 

It is in this light we must view the great apostle when, 
having brought out the counsels of Goel in connection with 
the change of dispensation,. he still speaks of himself as 
standing for the true hope of Israel. It is well worth 
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pondering that the man to whom, above all others, was 
committed the truth of the heavenly calling· docs not .give 
up the true hope of those whose blessing- is on the earth. 
After the interview with the elders of Ephesus, "·here he 
speaks -of himself and his labours in connection ,vith the 
Gospel, the Kingdom, the Counsels, and the Church of God, 
he speaks before Ag-1·ippa as standing for the hope of the 
promises made of God to oui· fathers to which our 
twelve tribes, servin� God day and night, hope to arrive. 
This, it will be seen,. he connects with 1·esurrection as showing 
the g-round of Israel's blessing· to be like that of all others, 
viz., the 1·edemption work of our Lord Je3us Christ. The 
gifts and c!}.lling· of God are without repentance and the true 
Israelite neYer loses sight of the fact that, in His own 
time, God will bring- His people in like all others> as subjects 
of His mercy. 

But some one may enqune what are the blessings which 
belong to Israel �which are shared by those who form the 
Church and carried' through in them provisionally for God in 
view of that people. The ans,ver is that the Kingdo1n, the 
new Covenant, the Sanctuary, and the Priesthood, with all 
the holy adornment belonging to these things are existent to
day in the presence of the HolyGhost,thingswhich were spoken 
of and fore-shadowed in pre-Incarnate days, and in like 
manner, the great ble15sings of Salvation, Reconciliation and 
Eternal life, with all the ,peace, love and joy ,vhich necessarily 
belong·s to such things. These things, and far more, came 
here in the Person of Christ and was offered to Israel whc,, 
being the covenant people, had a certain claim. A.fter all, 
such things could only reach man· by redemption and God 
took account of Israel's rejection of His Son 
to bring· that about. 

We see in. the second of Acts the I�ingtlom established 
in an altogether new way, the King having taken His place 
on high as the Centre of royal power and authority. From 
a dispensational point of view it covers a certain geographical 
area and encloses a mass of people who enjoy the benefit of 
the King's sway in an outward way, accepting Christianity as a 
creed and owning the Lordship of Christ in a nominal way. 
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Like Israel of old, the righteous are seen in the midst of 
a mass of profession, where many are favoured with the 
light of God. The Kingdom exists, howeYer, as the g-reat 
moral security for man and only those who in faith ha,·c 
bowed to the Lord Jesus Christ have entered there and are 
said to be broug-ht into the I(ingdom of the Son of 
God's love. "I will sing· unto the Lord for He hath tri
mnphed gloriously. . . The- Lord is a n1an of war: the 
Lord is His name .... The Lord shall reign for e-,er and 
ever " (Exodus· xv.). 

The Covenant prophetically spoken of by Jeremiah is 
given effect to in the spirit of it in the Gospel to-day, the 
pTeachers being called new covenant ministers (see 2 Cor. 
3). The terms of it are forgiveness of sins and the la,,, 
written on the heart, which has in ,·iew cleansing- from sins 
and deliYerance so that man becomes a reflex of Christ. The 
cup of the new coYenant is in the hands of the .Assembly 
to-day and used at the greatest of all feasts, the Loru\; 
Supper. This is a thought of pri�eless Yalue, for it is at 
that feast that the sai!lt.s enter into all the blessedness of 
the sanctuary, taking their po.rt in dfrinc service in the 
company of the great Priest who is over the sen·ice of 
God. It has often been remarked that when you g·ot the 
covenant immediately the sanctuary and divine service come 
into view. In both 2 Corinthians und the epistle to. the 
Hebrews the covenant leads on to the "·hole rang-e of truth 
connected ,,,ith the sanctuary and the service of God. 

Nor can it be different with the other items of truth 
already mentioned, for from the moment sin came, faith was 
ever taught to look forward to the coming· age, where Go\l 's 
triump\1 ,_vill be displayed in the removal of sin and tho 
curse and tho <lisvlay of what spring-s from His own heart 
of love. Reconciliation may be said to bo tho great under
lying thought of the g·rcat day of atonement in Israel. ,v o 
get there, in no ambiguous terms tbe assurance that a1l will 
be reconciled to the great Godhead in the eternally abiding 
value of the work of the ct·oss, whore all that is connected 
with breakdown will be so entirely rcmorccl that the coiu-
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placency of God will rest upon all. Surely .it needs little 
application for us to see how thoroug·hly the soul may enter 
into and enjoy this to-day with such Scriptures before us as 
Luke xv., 2 Corinthians v., and Ephesians i. 

Isaiah speaks of a day of salvation which, liko nll the 
great predictions of that prophet, look forward to the day 
of g·lory when the glad earth shall ring· with the praises of 
her Creator and Lord; when the creature shall be set free. 
f.rom · the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the
glory of the children of God. That day has come now
according to 2 -Corinthians vi. 2, bringing· with it deliverance
from sin, the world, and the power of Satan, and leading
on to the blessed knowledge of eternal life in Christ Jesns.
This, too, is spoken of in the Psalms as connected with Zion
as the habitation of Jehovah, where He will rest for ever.
"There the Lord commanded the �lessing, even life for eYer
more. n Eternal life is preached in the Gospel to-day and in the
latter writings of the New Testament is opened out h . ..r !ho
Spirit of God as one of the richest items of truth contained
in the whole revelation of God. Thus we can see the
beauty, symmetry, and perfection of God's ways and, like
the apostle of old, are led to cry out, " 0 depth of riches,
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable
His judgments and untraceable His ways .... For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counsellor ? 
or who has first g·iven to Him and it shall be rendered to 
Him ? For of Hin1 and throug·h Him and for Him are all 
thing·s: to Hi1n be g·lo1·y for ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 33-36). 

The transition from Judaism to Christ�anity covered a 
· period of forty years, during which time God was graciously
bearing with His people and seeking to lead them out of
that which was about to be judged and set aside. Both the
city and the temple must go and the truth of the Assembly be
apprehended as a heavenly thing· outside of dispensations, a:
faith system outside of that which appeals to sight and sense.
This transit was carried out in the companions of Christ of
whom I-Ie says, " Behold I i11ncl the children which God has
given Me." These were seen in the apostles and all those
Jewish Christians who, by identification with the rejected
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l\Iessiah, became tho foundation of the new· thing- and are 
addressed a.s partakers of a heavenly calling in contrast with 
what they before stood in a8 Jews. Peter ad9-ress�s the same 
class and though s�1ffering in their outward lives

J 
calls them 

a kingly priesthood who offer up sacrifices acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ, going on to the great thoughts of a 
chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
a possession, that they mjg·ht set forth the excellencies of 
Him who called them out of darkness into His niarvellous 
light. Thus showing· that if they had lost the shell they had 
come to the kernal, that all that had been sinned away in 
unbelief by the nation was theirs in a new and divinely 
stable ''"ay. 

Surely this indicates the importance of the time when 
Christ is on high and when all that is soon to be displayed 
is set forth to faith in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Looking· back we see the revelation of God coming out in 
our Lord, looking forwa1xl we ca.n see the time for display 
is near, meantime, all is _set forth in testimony, for it is a 
principle with God to set forth in testimony all that He is 
going· to display. In the linking· up of the time-ways of 
God we may therefore see a unity of thought and feeling 
amidst much diversity, which characterises all the elect 
independent altogether. of dispensations and Hi� ,vayij with 
different companies. What marked the faithful �in the days 
before the flood was to walk with God. Well it is for those 
who do so to-day. In the exercise of such a blessed 
privilege it ,vill be marked by much g-reater light. The com
munion of these noble worthies of faith and the Old Testament 
saints in general could not be in the same wealth of truth 
which we possess to-day· sinoe all looked forward to the 
advent of the Son. Not one of these, however favoured, 
could know the Father as such, consequently they could not 
possibly know association ·with the Son. But if the blessing 
is different the path is the same. This world of sin and 
sorrow must ever be the training g·round f 01" the children 
of faith. There· sin and death prevail, there everything- is 
in opposition to righteommess, and there the saint learns the 
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treachery of His own heart while learning the goodness and 
loYe of the hon.rt of God. 

All this shows the great value of the Old Testament for 
the saints to-day and since these Scriptures, which' arc the 
special portion of the earthly saints, helps us to-day to a 
deeper knowledge of our g;ood and g-racious God, 
showing- us His grace, patience, and faithfulness, we may well 
conclude that those precious, heaven]y communications in tho 
New Testament, which belong to the Assembly, will serve to 
educate those of the earthly �aints in the knowledge of God 
both in His nature and character. If we who are called 
from heaven to heaven find much in the Psalms and kindred 
Scriptures which meet and help us while passing through 
the world which, through grace, has become to us a desert, 
we can well unde1·stand that the saints of a coming day will 
draw much fro1n Romans, Colossians, and Ephesians, and 
other Scriptures, to deepen their souls in the apprehension of 
the wealth of the glory of God. "Behold God is my salva
tion; I will trust and not be afraid: for the Lord JE}l:OVAH 
is my strength and song; He also is become my salvation.4 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wel1s of 
salvation." 

PART IV. 

But we must pursue the line of the scarlet thread a 
little further for, "Glorious things are spoken of Thee, 0 
city of God." Her past tells an awful tale, but, like Job 
of old\, the end of the Lord shall surpass for excellency of 
glory. The seige and capture of Jerusalem by the Romans is 
one of the blackest pages in the history of the race, when 
that nation, dreadful and terrible, devoured and brako ip 
pieces, when she exceeded herself in blood and butchery arid 
m:lide the nations of the world to tremble at her wild 
ferocity. It had been foretold by Moses and the prophets 
and by the Lord Jesus Christ Himesl:f, and some of the 
darkest p-art..s of Holy Writ describe it (see Deuteronomy 
x:>rviii. 49-68; Zechariah xi.; LuJ_ce xxi. 20-24). They had 
chosen a rmurderer instead of their King and now murder and 
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carnage embroil them, they had sold their 11:essiah for thirty 
pieces of silver, they themselves are sold it is said, thirty 
-0£ them for one penny, and the very foundations of society 
trembled in a cataclysm which threatened to decimate the 
n1ost important nation of mankind. How solemn to think that 
the worst is still to come (Matthew xxiv. 21). They cried, 
His blood be upon us and our child-ren. The first part of 
this sentence was fulfilled in the above, the rest remains 
for the great tribulation. 

.:Meantime Christendom, that is, the mere outward pro
fession of Christianity without the reality, is going on to 
judgment, having rejected the revelation of God in His SQn. 
The judgment of the Gentile and the reinstatement of the 
Jew is at hand and ther� are not wanting signs, like �he 
rustling· of the mulberry trees, which tell us that great things 
are at the door. That He who changeth times and seasons, 
removeth kings and setteth up kings, and has determined 
beforehand both the times and the bound of their habitations, 
is moving in view of the fulfilment of His thoughts for 
the gloi:y of His Son. The League of Nations shaping· the 
revival of the Roman Empire, the coming into the political 
arena of Egypt, and greatest of all, the raising up of Israel 
as seen in the vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezek.xxxYii. ). 
All begins at the righi t hand of God and the effect is seen 
here by those who wait upon the Lord. lvfay ,ve have grace 
to be like Habakkuk upon the watch-tower. 

Israel, the people of God, have long been trodden down 
and even become accustomed to it, like Issacher, who bo,ved 
his shoulder to bear and was a tributary servant. But now 
they are ·awakening as from the dead and coming into vie,Y 
as a nation, making their presenoe felt throug·hout the chri
lized world. (The careful reader will not need to be xeminded 
here that this is a isure indication that the translation of the 
Church to her place in heaven is near at hand). The 
fallowing words from a leading· Zionist aro worthy of 
our consideration, spoken about a quarte1· df a century ago. 
"It seemed as if ·we were witnessing- a miracle which affected 
ourselves and all around us .. We felt ourselvies part and 
parcel of a fairy tale, in which we saw our brethren, thou-
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sands of years buried, again become :flesh and blood. We 
wanted, in the joy of this 1'eunion,. to rehearse the sad history 
of the hundreds of years in which ·we have b�n dead and 
in our tomb, in a grave \Vhich lacked the peace of the 
grave." This raising up of Israel it will be recalled, connects 
with the feast of trumpets, which shows that we are in the 
£easts of the seventh month. In Leviticus xxiii., we are 
shown that after the feasts of the :first and third mon.ths there 
is a long· period elapses till we come to the feast of trumpets 
in the seventh month and the rising of the _new Moon for 
the resurrection of Israel is in view of her taking her place 
on earth to reflect the glories of the Sun of righteo_usnessi, 
her glorious Messiah. Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, 
in the time appointed on our solemn feast days (Psalm lxxxi. 
·s). The pTophet Joel should be read with this, particularly
chapter ii., as showing the intervention of the ICing at a
time when the peoples are saying, where is their God.

But before taking the place of blessing she has yet to

pass through the fire. The common saying that the darkest 
hour of all the night is just the hour before daylight is 
clearly seen here, for the Israel of the Ishmael type comes 
into evidence with every desire to assert herself by taking 
her place among the nations, but without her King. " And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
a wake, some to everlasting life and some to sha,mc ancl
everlas.ting contempt'' (Dan. xii. 2). How clearly this and 
many other Scriptures are being fulfille"'d before our eyes. 
A nation is springing ·into existence as it were which has 
been terrible from its beginning, hitherto a nation meted 
out and trodden down,- whose land the rivers have spoiled, 
with all the marks of youth, energy and· virility, and with 
a determination cl1aracteristic only of that people, to play her 
part in the progress of civilization and in the perfecting· of 
the race. The re-peopling of Palestine hJ the Jews._ t,he 
assertion of their national rights, Zionism, which means the 
claims of the ancient people, her schools and w1iversities, and 
the proposal to rebuild the temple, all this and much more 
and unbelief which refused the King· is still at work also, 
and it is impossible that they can be right without their 



34 SCARLET. 

R:ing. The movement is clearly national and political, the 
effort being· to bring about what Scripture speaks of in 
man's way without Christ. How solemn to see, as taught of 
God, beneath all the present activity with all its promise and 
apparent success the beginning of a work which\ in its full
blown results, will be ti1e most daring and God-defying com� 
bination that has ever been upon the earth. 

The Lord had long ago to say; '' I am come in �1y 
Father's name and- ye will not receive Thtie, if another comes 
in his own na1ne him ye will receive." In the flush of 
e:?Ccitement and apparent success they are about to receiYe a 
king under whose domination they will reach the lowest and 
darkest point that it is . possible to get; saying in bold 
defiance, ·" We have made a covenant with death and with 
sheol have we made an agreement: when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass thro�gh it shall not come to us." Here 
we have the fulfilment of the Lord's words in l\Iatthew xii., 
for the unclean spirit comes back and takes with him seven 
other spirits worse than himself and they enter in and dwell 
there, and the last condition of the nation is worst of all. 
Then shall their chosen ruler exalt himself and m�o-nify 
himself above every god, and speak monstrous thing·s against 
the God of gods, and he shall prosper until the indig·nation 
be accomplished. . . . And he will practice in the strongholds 
and fortresses with: a strange g-od, ,Yhoso acknowledgeth him 
will he increase with glory and he will cause them to rule 
over the many and- shall di vitle the land to them for reward. 
It is then that Jehovah whets His g·littering sword and His 
hand takes hold on judgment, saying, I will 1·ender vengeance 
to Mine enemies and will reward them that hate 1Ie, I will 
make :Mine arrows drunk with blood and �1y sword shall 
devour flesh (See Isaiah x.."\'.:viii. 15-18; Daniel xi. 36-39; 
and Peuteronomy xxxii. 41, 42). 

We may ,vell ask what does it all mean ? See the 
accumulation of Scriptures setting· forth the appeals of Jong
su[ering goodness that the poor besotted peopfo might be

brought to see and own their God, listen to the plaint of 
Jehovah in the book ·of Jeremiah in hig·hly figurath·e 
lang·uage when He says, " niy bO\Yels, my bowels ! I am 
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pained at My very heart, etc. (Jeremiah iv. i9-22), and 
compare the language of the same blessed Person when, in 
the days of His flesh, He wept over the infatuated people, 
saying, If thou hadst but known, etc. (Luke xix. 41-44). 
No, no, nothing can be right even among the 
nations of the earth till Israel is in her proper place of 
.blessing, and certainly she can never be there till she owns 
her glorious l\fessia�, in whom all her blessing centres . 
. Jehovah· has said long, long· ago, "I will overturn, overturn, 
,overturn it ! This also shall be no more until He come whoso 
right it is and I will give it to Him'' (Ezek. xxi. '27). 

But there is another side. The melancholy picture of a 
nation . defying the God whose mercy and long-suffering has 
:so long been · towards them is lighted up by the believing 
,class, whose unflinching faithfulness and tenacity for the 
glory of God in relation to the sins of the (whole 
people is a sight for all creation to behold. They are a 
people terrible indeed from their existence hitherto, and 
maintaining their -distinctive position through every con
,ceivable character of suffering, marked by ability that puts 
then

{ 
in the front rank in every pursuit in life: leaders in

.science, commerce, politics, and many other things, but alas , 
blind to the goodness of God, and found in •the front rank 
.of the great closing apostasy, which forms so to speak, the 
--closing scene in the g1·eat drama of the ages. In the fearful 
,scenes among· the nations which have marked these last days, 
.there haiS not been wanting men from among the ,Jews who 
have led in disorder and lawlessness; introducing anarchy 

.and revolution, with all the fearful accompaniments of these 
things. From that nation came an Ahithophel and a .J udus 
Iscariot, and from it there is about to arise the Anti-Christ, 
who surpass� all, "Who o_pposeth and exalteth himself 

. above all that is called God or that is worshipped, etc.,, 
Under this last leader the bulk of the nation will be found 
in league with the Gentiles against Jehovah and His 
Anointed in a carnage ,vhich is beyoncl expression, and 

, compared to which the F1·ench Revolution will indeed be an 
"innocent idyll," and to which no parallol can be found in 

-; the world's history. 
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It is a relief therefore, to turn to that which, mid all 
the fearful condition of thi11t,o-s, is well-pleasing to God. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ came of that nation and took the 
place of a Jew, and if we bow and adore Him as our Lord 
and God, let us not forget to honour those men 
of God who witnessed a good confession, who were the 
ornaments of their generation and whose life work has left 
its mark for good on the history of the whole race. Men 
"who through faith subdued kingdom·s, wrought righteous
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens." 

The suffering and service which lies before this remnant 
in the closing struggle requires picked men. There is a work 
to be done for the I{ing and He shall choose His workers. 
If Gideon has thirty-two thousand men for the battle they 
must bo tested, that all who wish to return to their homes 
may go. But from the ten thousand who wish to go there 
1nust yet be a selection that the three hundred fit for the 
battle may stand alone (Judges v .). So it is at the end, 
when many shall seal · their testimony with their blood and 
in that way. enter into heavenly blessing. The I{ing shall 
select and put His own stamp upon His servants. Happy 
are they of Abraham's sons who have the stamp of God 
upon their foreheads and are honoured with the testimony of 
Jesus, which is the spirit of prophecy. Their experiences 
are detailed for us in many Scriptures, particularly Psalm 
ix.-xv., xliv., xciv., and the closing chapters of Isaiah. 

This class began:, as we have seen, in those given to 
Christ out of the nation, who were transferred to church 
position. The same class are in eridence· and are preparing, 
under the work of the King, for reverting to the proper 
position of Israel and the establishi� of the Kingdom in 
glory upon the. earth. In the work of God among the ,Tews 
in these last days, large numbers have been brought to 
own tho Lord Jesus Christ as the Centre of the nation's hopes 
and the cry has arisen from many, Jehovah has forso.ken 
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me and the Lord hath forgotten me. This can never b� 
listen to His answer. Can a woman forget her sucking 
child that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? even these may forget, but I will not forget thoo. 
Lo, I have g-raven thee upon the palms of My hands: thy 
walls a.re continually before Me .. .. I will lift up l\1y hands 
to the nations and set up My standard to the people, and 
they shall bdng thy sons in their bosom and thy daughters 
shall be carried on their shoulders . . . and thou shalt know 
that I am Jeho-v:ah, for they shall not be ashamed that wait 
for Me (Isaiah xlix. 14-22). 

The idea that all this is merely dispensational has been 
the cause of much loss since it ignores many of the exercises 
of the hun1an heart and much of the grace of the Lord.· 
Listen to the yearnings of His heart on their behalf. " For 
Zion's sake will I not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem's 
sake I will not rest until the righteousness thereof ,go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth (Isaiah lxii. 1 ). All must begin with Him where
He is, and the exercises of the moment tell us that occupa
tion with the Church has not dulled His affections for 
His earthly people, but that He is raising· up intercessors 
and bringing them into communion with Himself to pray 
for it_, "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all 
the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace: 
ye that put Jehovah in remembrance keep not silence and 
give I-Iim no rest till He establish, till He make Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth. In the progress of events the darkness 
deepens till the great seige and sack of the city, spoken of 
in Zech. xiv., will have shattered the hopes and dreams 
connected with present Jewish activities, and drawn forth tho 
agonising cry, "How long, 0 Lord." The distress of this. 
time is put in words for us in Psalms lxxiv. and Jxxix:, and 
linked ·with what comes out in the close. of Isaiah, " Look 
down from heaven and behold the habitation of Thy holi
ness," and then, " 0 that Thou wouldst rend the heavens 
and come down . . . wilt Thou restrain Thyself for these 
things, Lord, wilt Thou hold Thy peace and afflict us ve1y 
sore .. '' 



as SCARLET. 

We would remind ourselves that all this is earthly and 1n 
relation to the earthly people. The Church as such, is 
hea,·enly in hope and character, and is outside of time and 
prophetic events rus far as related to Israel and the earth. 
'There may, however, be a number of that nation converted 
before the catching· av,7ay of the heavenly saints, which will 
form the link between the present and �oming age. This 
seems quite in accord with the ways of God in His dealings 
.at the chang'e of dispensations and indeed, there seems some 
indication of it by the present action of the Spirit of God 
among that people. The Scripture already cited in reference 
to their raising up seem, too,. to indiP-ate something of this, 
for while many of them come forth to everlasting contempt 
it is to be noted that others of them come forth to ever
lasting· life, and are found turning many to Tighteousness,.

which doubtless refers to those who go forth with the 
testimony of the coming One. A transitional period marked 
the Church's beginning, the same may be seen again when 
-she is removed to h�aven, when the Jews will come in
again to form the link, this time from the Gospel of the
glory to that of the kingdom, as was put before their
fathers, but with the definite fulfilment in view.

The cities of Judah will be visited with this messag-eJ,
for the preachers will be in the midst of their work when
the King· comes. '' Verily I say unto you, Ye shall not
have ·gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of Nian
be come " (Matthew x. 23). These are they who, amidst
unprecedented suffering, stand for the testimony of .Jesus
and the testimony of Jesus we are told, is the spirit of
prophecy (Revelation xix. 10). This testimony ·connects for
Israel all the fulness of Messianic prophecy with the One
whom their fathers despised and crucified, combining· in His
glorious Person all that belongs to Goel with every Israelite
desire. The mass of the people however,· while c1;ying· to
Jehovah for deliverance, will in all probability be unable
to connect deliverance with the crucified One till they behold
I-Iim face to face, but will mercifully find in their Scriptures
many portions fitted to give expression to the deep distress
through which they are then passing.
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Tho dealings of J osoph with his brethren serves to 
illustrate this period. Thoy en.mo to him in their nee<l and 
ho mot it, but while yearning over them he made himself 
strange to them, holding them n.t a distance till tho time 
como that ho could show himself to them. Like them, these 
sufferers will be brought throug,h a process of schooling, but 
maintained in the fiery trial, till at the en<l they look on 
I-Iim whom they have p'ierce<l. When the appointed moment 
comes I-Io shall come forth and calm the awful hurricane 
of persecution rnging around thorn; like as in days of old on 
the lake of Galilee, bringing salvation to all them that look 
for Him. Then shall He pay His vows, '.fulfilling all that 
He has set Hiri1self · to do. for His beloved people, and tho 
language of Ruth iii. 11, will be fitting, "For the l\lan 
will not rest until He has acco1nplished the matter this 
day." What a moment will that be when one shall say, 
What are those wounds in Thy hands ? And He will say, 
Those with which I was wounded in the house of 1vfy 
friends. The meeting of Joseph and his brethren can but 
faintly adumbrate this scene, which shows the people faco to 
face with the One whom their fathers had crucified, as the 
bearer of all the glory yet with the marks of the cross. 
Is this our glorious King, our. long-looked for Deliverer, tho 
One our fathers treated so ill ? 

"Yes this is He and this is love, love unimagined and 
unknown. He left the joys of heaven above, turned from 
His Kingdom and His throne. 

Yea, cast aside His holy crown, a ,:veary wayfarer 
became. B.ore e'en Jehovah's bitoor frown, enchncd the cross, 
despised the shame. Then conquered hell and burst the 
gravo and rose Omnipotent to save." 
Then shall the words of Thomas (who it will be remembered, 
en.mo in after the church period) spring to their lips , " }ify 
Lord and my God,'' (soc John xx:. 19-23 and 2G-29). 

What follows connects itself with the second feast of 
tho seventh month, or rather, the feast of that date when 
the people, ropTesentativo of tho whole nation, King, rrophot. 
Priest, and People, shall be bowed in doopost repentance and 
shall mourn every family apart, tho family of tho house of Dadd 
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apart and thoir wives apart; the family of tho house of 
Nathan apart and their wives apart: the family of the 
house or Levi apart and their wives apart: tho family of 
Shimei apart and their, wives apart: all the Jamilies 
that remain, every family apart and their wives u part. If 
we recall how these four names were connected at different 
times in tho history with the death of a man we can see 
how fitting it is that they should be mentioned here as 
expressive of tho nation's deep contrition regarding the death 
of their Nie.."5iah (see Genesis xlix. 5-7 and 2 Samuel xii. 1-1 1.J.). 

But wlio can conceive what the presence of the King 
will mean. If for lsraol richest blessing, what of the scorch� 
ing judgment meted out to those nations which had been so 
1011:g· concerned in rebellion against tho will of the King·. 
"\Vo have hoard, and perhaps seen, the tumultuous joy of tho 
ringing of bells, the playing of music, and the beating of 
drums, and whole nations intoxicated· with joy at the closo 
of a war which had steeped such nations in blood for years. 
'rho second adven£ will ond wars, because Re comes ·in 
whoso Person in tho answer to every question and tho 
solution to every problem, to deliver His people and reign 
supremo. Somo little time is necessary however, in tho 
nature of tl1ings, that all enemies may effectually be dealt 
with and order restored. We find in Jeremiah xxxi. tho 
joy of Israel described at that moment, when they shall 
come and sing aloud upon the height of Zion, and shall 
flow together to the goodness or good things of Jehovah, 
for cor!l, and for now wino>i and for oil,, and their soul 
shall bo like a watered garden. Thon shall the virgins 
rejoice in tho' dance, and tho yonng men and old together, 
and their mourning shall bo turned to gladness, for He 
will satiate tho soul of the priest with fatness and His 
pooplo will rejoice in His good things. But terrible indeed, 
must I-Iis attitu<lo bo towards thoso nations which wore set 
to rosfat }Iis coming, when I-le girds I-Iis sword upon His 
thigh in majesty an<l splendour, and appears red in I-Iis 
apparel, with garments lilrn him that tlearloth the wine vat. 

Somo time after this comes 1ho entrance of the ion 
tribes known as Ephraim into the Janel of thoir fathers auJ 
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the blessing of Jehovah, long scattered and lost to view, 
and not being directly connect.ed ,vith the refusal of Messiah', 
they had not been in the land w hon the f urnaoo was hoatctl 
one seven times wore than it had been bofuro. It is Gocl's 
way to rehearse, as it we1,•e, the history of tho nation by 
bring·ing· these out from among the peoples and the countries 
with a mig·hty hand, and causing them to pass un<ler the 
rod as a shepherd with his sheep, and purging them of ·tho 
rebels and bringing them into tho land that they may know 
Him (Ezekiel xx.). The lo;ngstanding breach is healed, as 
seen in the symbolic act of joining· the two sticks (Ezckjcl 
X.."\:xvii.), and they shall be one nation upon the mountains 
of Israel, and one l{ing shall be I{ing over them all. 

Just. before the King appeared there had been, in tLe 
providential judgments of Revelation vi.-xix., the break-up 
of all ordered life among· the nations: the complete con
vulsions of the whole frame-work of society in all its various 
departments. This had in -vie.w <livino construction, viz.,
an entirely new order 0£ things affecting tho very land 
itself. Not on�y ,vill tho social con<litions of life be changed, 
takirrg in what is social, commercial, and political, but there 
will be changes by the word of His power which will affoct 
the land both physically and geographically. 'l'ho 1'1ount of 
Olives we are told, shall cleave in tho midst, half going 
towards the north and half towards the south, so that a 
deep valley is formed from east to west, wherein flows 1.hoso 
living waters which go to the Dead Sea in the east and 
to the Mediterranean in tho west. Tho waters have their 
source in the Sanctuary and are marked by life an<l healing, 
so that the part of tho land so long· known as lying in 
death and barrenness is now marked by fertility and beauty. 
The river itself abounds with fish and it.5 banks with trees, 
both for food and 111edicino. The mig·hty powor o_f tho 
King, which was seen in the clays of His flesh, is again 
in evidence and all nature hastens to. obey I-Ii� blessed 
command now in the day of His glory. 

The new Tom plo from which tho water flows shal I Lo 
built on a scale far surpas:;ing anything known bofore. 'l'he 
glory which tho prophet saw roluctantly dopal'ting· 1·ob(Jrn8 
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again whon Jehovah beautifys the house of His magnificance, 
and the latter glory of thu house transcends all our greatest 
thoughts (Haggai ii. 7). Jerusalem, the City of tho great 
l�ing·, is raised to a height which could be but faintly
foro-shaclowed in the days of David and Solomon. The
resources of the varioUB kingclo1ns of nature will be brought
to it Ly the Gentiles for beauty and for glory, and her
mngnificanoe, as becomes the metropolis of the whole earth,
will shine out in an unprecedented way. '1,hey of the nations
shall flow unto it, and many p�ople shall go and say, come
and let ll\S go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house
o.f the God of Jacob. . . For out of Zion shall
go forth the law and Jehovah's word from Jerusalem. She
is become a strong- city. Salvation will Goel appont for
walls and bulwarke;. -Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth, her people are all righteous, for Jehovah is her
everlasting· light. Great is JehoYah, and greatly to be
praised in the city of our Goel.

Not only did the shaking of the earth precede this, but 
the shaking of the heavens also, for well we know that 
there must be a sweeping· out of all the hidden forces of 
evil that are there. .The host of the high ones on high 
must be put down as well -as the evil upon the earth, that 
the whole arena may be made suitable Jor the King . Such 
is tho general state that it is characterized by tho Spirit as 
new heavens and new earth, not that this will be literally 
till later, at the introduction · of the day of God, for that 
creation which has wi tne.ss-ecl the humiliation of tho King 
must be purged to behold tho g-reatness of His g·lory. This 
brings us to the Jerusalem above, through which Israel 
and Zion receive all t heir g-reatness and joins together in 
beauty, order, .and symmetry, tho whole gTancl system which 
we call a universe of bliEs in our Lord Jesus Christ as tho 
glorious Administrator of all. 

We have seen that Israel's refusal of the 110s::;iah brought 
about the call of tho. Church, that company called the Body 
of Christ, around which the purposes of eternity revolve and 
for ·which creation came to exist, and noted, tuo, ;1ow tlmt 
divine wisdom makes that same company s01·vicc11blo fo1· 
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carrying through all His ways· in time, so that all that 
belongs to Israel as the covenant people was carried through 
there. This is that company that appears in the heavens 
as the city of gold, fitted to be the medium through he1· 
long course of disciplinary education, for the administration 
of heaven's richest blessing not only to Israel, but to all 
that dwell upon the earth. Jerusalem on earth is well fitted

1

after her long course of training, to express Jehovah God 
to the whole wide earth, but the City above is the Metropolis 
of the vast universe of God. The n ew covenant,reconciliation, 
and eternal life will then be known and enjoyed, but let 
us note how it comes about. In the course of her training-, 
the nation had been the scene of heavenly visitors, those 
glorious beings which are His servants in Providential govern
ment, now a new thing comes to pass for those who are 
the ministers, are the witnesses of redemption. The glorified 
saints of the Church take the place of the heavenly bei°o°>S', 
inasmuch as the lesson to be taught could only be known 
by those whom Christ had died to redeem. Then, indeed, 
Jehovah shall hear the heavens and they shall hear the 
earth; and the earth shall hear the corn and the wine and 
the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel, for great shall be the 
day of Jezreel (Hosea ii. 22 and i. 11). 

The Church must go in befo1·e she comes out, and 
having no dates, she waits the assembling shout which we 
know is at the door. She goes into the Father's house just 
at the time that £he Jews are entering the frightful scenes 
of the great tribulation, and when the fiery trial is over, 
will come out in the company of her Head to teach Israel 
all the preciousness of the thoughts of God. This surely is a 
consummation worthy of our good and gTacious God, and 
surely the education connected with it is well fitted for beings 
such as we are. While opening out before the adoring heart 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, He deals with 
us so as to impart to us an appreciation and a 
capacity for the1n, which fits the soul for long·-suffering with 
joyfulness. Where in all creation can we find language to 
give expression to the thoughts which flood the soul at the 
contemplation of such a climax as this, where the Scarlet of 
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earthly, Jewish glory is seen in all its beauty and majesty 
centred · in the Lion of the tribe of Judah, where every 
thought of God seen in the honoured witnesses raised up from 
time to time, but marked by weakn�s and failure, is carried 
�luough to the glory of God and the richest blessing of His 
people, by Him who became the Son of David. 

If, through grace, we are permitood to trace a little the 
thoughts connected with the Purple we may have to look at 
this grand climax again, but from a different standpoint. 
As we said at the beginning:, we may take the telescope 
of the Spirit and by divine permission, range through the 
heights. and depths of the creation, and with delighted hearts

,.

see every part of it controlled and bearing t�e sramp of 
our glorious Head, the 11:an Christ Jesus, Son of David, 
Son of ¥an, Immanuel, God with us. Shall we not then.,

beloved reader, in the light of all this, set ourselves 1nore 
for entrance into the deep things of our God and be more 
fitted to witness here for Him till the coming of our 
adorable Lord. 



·� G0 LD ..
OuR Lord and Master, our Saviour, Son· of God, is well known 

to us in the love that makes Him known in the intimacy that loves to 
make us intimate, yet in the adoration and the reverence that will be our 
eternal delight, there will remain a distance, infinite and eternal, between 
all the creature can apprehend of the worth of Jesus, the Virgin S_on, 
the Nazarene, the Son of God, as so revealed to us, and the glory that 
is properly and essentially His as known to God alone. . . . There 
is that both in the life and death of Ch1ist which God alone can 
comprehend. Our part is to stand with unshod feet and adoring hearts, 
.as we gaze on this "Great Mystery," God manifest in the flesh, not 
attempting to define what is indefinable, or gauge what is in
comprehensible to creature minds. 

E. CROSS.

BELOVED in the Lord. May I have a few words with you 
on a theme which is dear to both our hearts, viz., the Person 
and glory of our peerless Saviour. We may not see eye to 
eye in all things, but a� redeemed by His grace we are of 
one mind. concerning the Person and glory of our ad�rable 
Lord. He subsists God over all, and is saluted by the Father 
as such in the words, " Thy throne O God, is for ever and 
ever." Having part in Deity, all that belongs to it �s His 
both in nature and character, and all the glorious attributes 
which find their centre there. How blessed to _see this in 
One Who draws near to us as the most gracious and accessible 
of men. 

Eternity, Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence 
are all there, and may be distinguished in thought from 
His love. It is this latter which brings in redemption and 
the full display of Hims·elf, laying bare the deeper depths 
of the heart of God and bringing out into display every ray 
of the divine glory. The marvel of it all is that Deity should 
be expressed through Humanity-the eternal Son become 
incarnate so as to be the full revelation of God. 

I 
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It may be permissible to speak of His glories in a threefold 
way,. viz., Personal, Official, and Moral. These shine out 
everywhere in Scripture ; each in its place, and all linked 
together in His adorable Person. Read it as we may ; 
historically, prophetically, or typically, the glory of the Son 
lights up the whole moral scenery, and stamps its impress 
upon all. In the typology of Scripture it would seem as if 
our God had, in consideration for our creature minds, 
reached out to every part of His creation for figures by which 
He could bring home to us the glories of His Son. The 
Animal, the Vegetable, and the Mineral kingdoms are all 
drawn upon with this end in view, and a most delightful 
study it is for the heart that loves Him to trace them 
out. 

You will recall that the characteristic garment called· 
the Ephod was made of gold, blue, scarlet, and fine twined 
linen with -cunning work, or the work of a designer. God 
had more before Him in this than mere beautiful vestments, 
pleasing to the natural taste. The moral qualities underlying 
these things were not to be found in Aaron or in any of his 
posterity . They illustrate what is to be found in our Great 
High Priest who is ·now at the right hand of God and who 
has given expression to these things in His life here upon 
earth. The Holy Spirit, the Inspirer of Scripture is the 
cunning or skilful designer who has through the four 
Evangelists, an� in accord with their apprehension, given us 
the record of the outcoming of these precious things. They 
were all perfectly blended in the Man Christ Jesus, and, like 
the intertwinings of each in the priestly garment, came out 
here in glorious perfection in every moment of His life 
among men. 

Gold has been constantly defined by the most saintly 
teachers as indicating "divine righteousness." This would 
convey something of the moral character of God ; showing 
that in this world in the presence of man's need God has been 
set forth in all the goodness of His heart as meeting that 
need. In saying so we refer to what He is in His dealings 
with moral, intelligent creatures, as distinguished from the 
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working of His power and wonders in the physical creation. 
In this latter there is a marvellous display of power, but 
in the former there comes out the expression of His heart 
among those He has created-moral, intelligent beings. 
Indeed, it was because of this the physical creation came 
forth. God being a Spirit, what He does must have moral 
reasons lying behind. The creation of this planet was, as 
we know, that there might be a platform for the working out 
of the counsels of eternity. Many New Testament Scriptures 
show this, and, indeed, John's gospel begins with Him before 
creation. 

Gold is also said to be " the emblem of that which is 
divine, of the divine nature, excellence, and glory." This 
scripture abundantly bears out-" In Thy temple every 
whit utters glory." And when we reflect, that in the holiest 
there was nothing to be seen but gold, we can understand 
this. God is the Father of glory, and this must eventually 
fill every part of the creation. In the consummation of His 
ways sin shall be removed and glory shall fill both heaven 
and earth. '' God shall shine in light divine and glory never 
fading." "Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." 

We find again and again in the Old Testament the glory 
of the Lord made visible, so to speak, in panoramic display. 
This has been far, far surpassed in the coming of Christ 
into the world. Here all is moral and to faith. He veiled 
His glory, coming in a body of flesh, but nevertheless, there 
God came forth and the earth has shone with His glory 
(Ezek. xliii. 2). "We beheld His glory," says John, "the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth" (John i. 14). It is the working of divine power, 
not in judgment but in mercy in the midst of a world of 
sinful men. 

'' I will, be thou clean,'' shows the presence of both 
power and love in a world where both are much in need. 
And when one who had been afflicted with demons, on 
being relieved " besought Him that he might be with Him," 
He said, "Return to thine own house and show how great 



4 "GOLD" 

things God hath done unto thee," we learn Who it is that 
is here-Immanuel, God with us. Peter falls at His feet 
as he beholds in that wonderful Man power over the creatures 
of the .deep, and Thomas confesses Him his Lord and God as 
he finds himself searched through by his risen Master. And 
about the same time and in words not often noted in this 
connection, His glory as life-giver shines forth. " If I 
WILL that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? " How 
blessed to be permitted with adoring hearts thus to trace 
His glorious perfections. See, too, His prescience at this 
scene on the seaside. Peter had, a little while before, spoken 
of following Him to death. Here the Lord lays out for him 
his service, telling him he would eventually be called upon 
to make good his promise of dying for his Master and Lord. 
Should we not say like the Psalmist, "My meditation of Him 
shall be sweet." Another has said, " I speak of the things 
which I have made concerning the King. . . . Thou art 
fairer than the children of men : grace is poured into Thy 
lips : therefore God hath blessed Thee f�r eve�." 

But there is more. He is in the scene of man's need, 
both physical and moral. He heals all manner of disease : 
He raises the dead.. " Disease and death and demon all 
flee before His word." It is the display of God, but not 
as a mere creature would display himself. Here all . comes 
out in relation to felt need. He turns water into wine to 
meet the need of the moment, and in another place, makes 
the waters of the sea a pathway to reach His own in need. 
Creation bows before Him and renders Him her service both 
in His teaching and in His working. Birds, beasts, fishes 
-the air, the earth, the sea, all render their quota in obedience
to Him, and in relation to His moral, intelligent creature
whose state was the result of his departure from Him. Such
is the shining forth of the gold of the divine nature, albeit
through a human veil, and in the poorest circumstances.

It may be remarked that the unity and variety of glories 
_in our Lord are seen in any one of the Gospels. Matthew 
may be spoken of as giving prominence to the Jewish or 
Messianic side, which is shadowed forth in the scarlet. There 
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He is seen as a " Minister of the circumcision for the truth 
of God to confirm the promises made to the Fathers." The 
words "Son of David" occur there many times. Along 
with that, however, the gold may be traced on every page ; 
indeed, in the very first chapter it cannot be hid. '' Thou 
shalt call His name JESUS : for He shall save His people 
from their sins." How beautiful that the Old and New 
Testaments are linked up in His Person: for here the Virgin's 
Son is God : and glory on glory is piled up as we enter the 
next chapter and read the passage taken from Micah v., 
which in its original setting shows His goings forth to have 
been from of old, from everlasting. To such an One the 
Father bears witness in the following chapter: "This is My 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 

But note His words. There is new teaching and it is 
spoken with authority. Take that which is known as the 
Sermon on the Mount I Surely if there is Divinity through 
Humanity it is here. (The taunt had in all probability been 
thrown at Him," He is destroying the law and the prophets.") 
" Think not that I am come to destroy. . . . I am not come to 
destroy but to fulfil." Again and again He says in this 
discourse, "Ye have heard that it hath been said . . .. But 
I say." Who is it that speaks thus and deals with the holy 
word like this ? Ah ; He is its Author. Here He is enlarg
ing and bringing out the spiritual teaching of the law as He 
only knew -it. As the Revealer and Revelation of God He is 
opening the whole moral arena and putting man on a footing 
which is the fruit and necessity of His incarnation. It is not 
now a question of material blessing following faithfulness, 
nor governmental judgment on the body merely, for sin. 
Heaven and eternity are coming into view, hence the inner 
motives of the soul are laid bare. Why all this? God is 
speaking in His Son. The law came by Moses but grace 
and truth came by J es�s Christ. 

He commands attention. " Him shall ye hear " (Acts 
vii. 37 .) He taught them as One that had authority and
not as the scribes. " I will." " If I will." " I go." " And
if I go . . .  I will come again." " Search the Scriptures

2 
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. they are they which testify of Me." " Heaven and 
earth shall pas� away, but my words shall not pass away." 
Thus we may trace the perfect and unfettered working of God 
the Son among men. Supreme power working in goodness 
which could not be hindered, and which would even make 
the opposition a means of its outflow. The very fact of 
opposition to all this proves the fallen state of man. '' They 
found fault." " They watched." " They sought false wit
nes:.es against HIM." "They crucified." What a witness 
to man's state under the power of Satan! In Isaiah He is 
" cut off out of the land of the living." And again, in Daniel 
He is cut off, having nothing. In the New Testament His 
life is taken from the earth. In the midst of His ministry 
on the east of the lake of Galilee they besought Him to depart. 
At Jerusalem they sent the officers to apprehend Him, and 
at the end they succeeded in putting Him to death. 

He did not go, however, till His time came. Put out of 
man's world, He creates a world of His own. He gathers 
round Himself a company which is destined to enlarge till 
it fills the creation of God. So He has something He can 
call His own. " I will build My Assembly." And again, 
" Jesus having loved His own which were in the world." 
He had brought the Father's love here and all the Father's 
counsels of blessing ; He, and He alone, can make room for 
these in the· hearts of men. In that way He forms a vessel, 
or in other words, a bottle to hold the new wine. We thus see 
that the incarnation of the Son of God brings to light two 
great truths of cardinal importance, viz., the world will 
not have God come into it in grace. He will take a 
company out of it and make known among these the deepest 
thoughts of the heart of God. But this recalls another 
thought of the gold. You remember the vessels of the 
sanctuary while being carried through the desert were covered 
by various kinds of cloths. In certain cases the outer 
covering was badgers' skins. This surely brings out more of 
the grandeur of that holy life upon the earth. Badgers' 
skins signify that which repels ; and beautifully illustrates 
the repellant power of divine holiness which was ever 
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uppermost in our Lord. The most gracious and tender of all 
wherever need was found, at the same time wherever evil 
showed itself it was repelled. A moment's reflection on this 
will show that it could not be otherwise. Man's state was 
such that not only was he unwilling, but he was unable. 
He neither would nor could bow to Christ. As a sinner 
he simply cannot please GOD. There was the ref ore bound 
to be collision between the Holy One and fallen man. He 
could not leave the place of obedience. As soon could the 
blessed God be dethroned as Jesus depart from holiness and 
righteousness. "I am come to send fire on the earth." 
But on which side is the supremacy ? This admits of but 
one answer. On the side of Jesus who is Lord of all. Look 
at Him in an atmosphere of murder; see Him in Matt. xii., 
when they go out and hold a council to put Him to death. 
Was He afraid ? Did He yield because of the fear of man ? 
Never once. On the contrary He told each and every class 
the truth of their position. Who ever used such scathing 
denunciation in words ? " Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites." Again, "fools and blind." And 
again, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the judgment of hell?" 

Into Jerusalem He rode, and was acclaimed King by the 
people a week before the cross. He acts as Lord, cleanses 
the temple; curses the fig tree; meets and silences each 
different class of questioners, then asks his question which 
no one can answer. Then in that solemn chapter, Matthew 
xxiii., He has the last words. This is unequalled for words 
of scathing judgment. He had taught His own to be wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves. Here, He Who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, in words of wisdom causes those who 
are seeking His death to pronounce their own doom (Matt. 
xxi. 33-46). He had taught: "Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine."
In His dealings with reprobate and apostate Jews, He hides
His teaching in parables, and in certain cases with the Gentile
He utters not a word. Pilate said, '' Speakest Thou not unto
me?" And the miserable Herod, who wanted an entertain
ment, is left without the answer of one word.
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But to go back. When He is in the temple, they bring a 
poor woman taken in sin, seeking to make Him the executor 
of th� law. Here He shines like the sun in his splendour, 
'' and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof." Being 
convicted by their own conscience they went out one by one. 
Like the scene at His arrest, as soon as He said unto them 
" I am He," they went backward and fell to the ground. 
But view Him still in this eighth of John among the leaders 
of Jerusalem, " I am the Light of the world : he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." "Ye are from beneath, I am from above .... Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do." 

In the spittle and clay of John ix. we see the Son incarnate 
brought into touch with human need, and that need met in 
the apprehension of Him as the "Sent One." They meet 
afterwards-the Shepherd and the sheep, both cast out by 
the apostate leaders ; the man to taste the fuller blessing, and 
the Lord to receive fuller praise. In spite of three attempts 
to kill Him, seen in John v. 16, viii. 59, and x. 31, He has 
His sheep and they know Him and He is everything to 
them. To them it is given to see beneath the badgers' 
skins and contemplate the gold. " He that seeth the Son 
and believeth on Him may have eternal life." Outwardly 
they are hounding Him to death, inwardly He is carrying out 
the counsels of His Father's heart. 

But we must gather up the fragments that nothing may 
be lost. He, as we have said, is forming a vessel to contain 
all ; and whether we enter into it or not, depend upon it, 
the Divine thought is, that all that came out in that holy life 
shall abide for eternity. How sweet the thought. God is 
a living God, and He will have living vessels, witnesses of 
the potential life of His blessed Son in humiliation on the 
earth. To them it was given to see the exquisite beauty of 
His Person ; what He did, and how He did it, and to hear 
the wonderful communications which fell from His blessed 
lips, and what was given to them is perpetuated in the assembly 
by the. Holy Ghost. " Blessed are the eyes which see the 
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things that ye see: For I tell you that many prophets and 
kings have desired to see those things which ye see and have 
not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear and 
have not heard them." 

But what did they see? They shall tell us. "We 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth." This is His own unique 
place as the Son into whose hands all things are put. The 
Baptist speaks of seeing His sacrificial glory in the words, 
"Behold the Lamb of God which-taketh away the sin of 
the world." And Peter of official display: " Eye witnesses 
of His 111ajesty." The scene on the holy Mount referred 
to here reminds us of the beautiful words of Isa. xxxiii., 
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty," and carries 
far into the transcending blessedness of the favour showered 
upon His own. They heard also, "For He received from 
God the Father, honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to Him from the excellent glory, 'This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.' " 

But again. What did they hear ? His gracious voice 
first of all speaking peace to their weary hearts. Then the 
call to follow Him. They heard His voice command the 
demons, and bid the storm to cease, and in a moment of fear 
it comes a_cross the waves, saying, "Be of good cheer: it is I ; 
be not afraid." They heard Him again and again silence 
those who would oppose, and more than all, they heard His 
blessed communings with His Father, and saw the heavens 
opened and heard the Father's voice in unison with His. 

" Hast thou heard Him, seen Him, known Him ? 
Is not thine a ravished heart ? 

Chief among ten thousand, own Him, 
Gladly choose the better part." 

What must it have been that drew the poor sinful woman 
to His feet in the Pharisee's house ? or caused the Samaritan 
woman to leave her waterpot and go into the town to tell 
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of Him ?-that caused the .centurion to say, " I am not worthy 
that Thou shouldest come under my roof? " Or again, what 
caused James and John to leave their father in the ship with 
the hired servant and go after Him? What caused Peter to 
leave his best haul of fish and follow Him? Surely the eyes 
of all these must have been opened to see beneath the badgers' 
skins the shining of the gold. There is in these surely ample 
proof of the divine attraction that was in the Person of that 
glorious Man. We should note, too, although it has been 
already touched, that God being here in a bodily condition, 
men's bodies came in for healing. In truth it was the Jubilee, 
the acceptable year of the Lord. "But that ye may know that 
the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins. . . I say 
unto thee, arise and take up thy bed and walk." What a day 
it must have been when it was said, "The blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them ! " The child of twelve, a few 
hours dead, is raised, and the young man whose body was on 
the way to the tomb: lastly, Lazarus is brought forth from 
the grave after having been there four days. The death 
of the brother and the sorrow of the sisters creates the 
position for the glory of the Son of God to shine out 
(John xi. 4-40). 



PART II 

IF we have followed thus far it will easily be understood 
that the death of Christ was a voluntary act on His part. 
"I lay down My life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself." " The Son 
of God," says the Apostle, "loved me and gave Himself 
for me." Death and demons had already bowed to His 
supreme voice. " Destruction and death say, 'We have 
heard the fa1ne thereof with our ears.'" (Job xxviii. 22.) 
But He became Man in view of the suffering of death that 
the power of Satan in his last stronghold might be broken. 
His mighty voice had called others back from death, in their 
case back to the life they were in before, but He laid down that 
life for ever, going into death to break the enemy's power 
and come forth in a new order of life-a state of Manhood 
which is to abide for eternity. " 0 death, I will be· thy 
plagues : 0 grave, I will be thy destruction." In the Gospels, 
Matthew and Mark record the awful cry of abandonment 
on the Cross ; in Luke this is not given, but the intensity 
of the agony in the garden shown. In John all this is left 
out. There His death is spoken of as going to the Father. 

But He had said, "If ye shall see the Son of Man ascend 
up where He was before." This earth is for flesh and blood 
life, not for the resurrection state. We are reminded, therefore, 
that " He that descendeth is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens that He might fill all things." This 
leads to another scene, to contemplate His glory there ; and 
recalls another most important thought of the gold as seen 
in the types. It was to be moulded as coming through 
the fire, and to be of beaten work as coming under the hammer 
(Exod. xxv. 12-18 and xxxix. 3-9). How vividly do these 
two thoughts bring out the sufferings of our adorable Lord 
in His atoning work upon the Gross. Joseph reached the 
position of supreme administrator in Egypt by the way of 
the pit and the prison ; David the throne, after being hunted 
as a partridge on the mountains. Jesus Christ our adorable 
Lord takes His place at the right hand of the Majesty on 
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high as a result of the path of hu1niliation, the agony of 
Gethsemane,' and the abandonment of the Cross. 

This brings us to one of the most important truths of 
Scripture. A Man in heaven in the very centre of the glory 
of God. Pause a moment and meditate on Him there as 
the answer to the beaten gold of the Cherubim, where the 
glory cloud dwelt. It is one thing to see power and goodness 
in the place of the creature's need and another thing to see 
all that power and goodness in its own home of rest where 
there can be no need. This is for us now the Holy of Holies 
where, 

" Glory bright and fair, 
Shines with celestial beam ; 

For He who suffered once is there, 
Its centre and its theme." 

Let us draw near and in the faith of our souls " see this 
great sight," for it is ours to behold the blessed reality of 
that which the prophet Ezekiel beheld in anticipatory vision. 
" A Man above upon the throne." There we see Him 
crowned with glory, the centre of heaven's delight, before 
whom Cherubim and Seraphim with angelic hosts bow in 
adoration and praise. He is an object to fill and satisfy the 
heart. Ponder it my soul! Draw near in the grace and 
power of God the Holy Ghost and feast on the beauties and 
perfections of Him " whose countenance is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars! Whose mouth is most sweet: yea, 
who is altogether lovely." God has been glorified in the Son 
of Man, and now He is glorified in God. The public display 
of the glory awaits the great millennial day, but God will 
not wait till then to give His blessed answer to the work of 
His Son. Christ is glorified in God. There all that God is 
may be read. His nature and being in love harmonised 
with His character in righteousness and holiness. God's 
counsel fulfilled in having Man in His presence in the highest 
place. He is there to the delight of the heart of God, and, 
thank God, the object of faith to fill and satisfy the hearts 
of His own. What indescribable heights of peace and joy 
possess the heart while engaged with Him, the•Man of God's 
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delight in the place of supreme glory. God perfectly 
expressed and man supre1nely blest, and the Man who has 
accomplished it all now the resting place of the glory. 

"Gazing on it we adore Thee, blessed, precious, 
holy Lord." 

Here the soul finds solid ground, and can fearlessly 
challenge the forces of evil, seen and unseen, in the assurance 
that nothing can separate from the love of God as set forth 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. This may be seen concretely in 
Stephen. Oh, that it was more the practice of our souls 
now. Where can the eye turn to find rest and peace ? Not in 
the world, not in the. circumstances of this life, and certainly 
not in our own 'hearts. To look out there is misery and 
distress, and to look within is worse. Our own resourceless
ness distresses us. But if Christ in glory engage the heart, 
all is well. Redemption, righteousness, and salvation, all 
are found in Him. " His glory is great in God's salvation 
and He is made to be blessings for evermore" (Psalm xxi.). 
That God has provided a living Object foi: the heart surpasses 
anything that the heart of the creature could conceive: He is 
the Object of the heart of God as well as the delight of the 
redeemed, and in Him the two great thoughts of revelation 
and approach meet. There the full revelation of God to man 
shines out, and there we see man in the full joy of the revela
tion. And besides all this there is the whole range of His 
activity in the ministry of righteousness by the Spirit, 
producing the impress of heaven on His people down here. 

Occupation with Christ in glory has various effects.. There 
is enlargement of soul and a change greater than that 1nade 
upon Asaph when he went into the sanctuary (Ps. lxxiii.). 
He ha9- been looking at things from man's point of view, 
now he looked from God's and saw things clearly. But 
since then God has changed His centre from earth to heaven, 
so that occupation with Christ not only explains the riddle of 
God's moral government, but brings about conformity with 
the heavenly Man. This gives heavenly tastes and feelings 
while simultaneously there is the withering up of all that is 

3 
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-connected with the man of the earth. Stephen is a beautiful
example of how every part of a man's 1noral being may
be flooded with light by a glorified Saviour, so that there is
complete conformity in word and act to the heavenly One.
The man of Ps. lxxiii. is engaged with the same thing inside
as outside, but his thoughts of it were changed. In Acts vii.
Stephen was engaged with a heavenly Object, and so without
effort he acted as his Lord had done when down here.

The full truth of God's revealed will can only be learned 
from Christ in glory, for although great and glorious things 
came out through our Lord on the earth, there ,vas still 
that which could not come out till redemption was accom
plished and He had taken His seat on high. It goes without 
saying that all that comes out now or ever will come out, 
was there in Him while upon earth. But there was that 
which in the nature of things could not come out because 
neither the time nor the circumstances were suitable until 
redemption was accomplished. The truth is, the Lord had 
taken humanity to deal with the sin question and to bring to 
an end man's fallen state. The range of the truth of new 
creation could not possibly come out till He in resurrection 
brought new creation in. The last Adam a quickening 
Spirit : the Head and Bridegroom of His assembly : Head of 
all principalities and powers and Head over alt things could 
not be known, nor, though the guarantee of all was in His 
own blessed Person, could there be brought to light all that 
range of heavenly things seen in the epistle to the Hebrews 
concerning the sanctuary, and His place as its glorious 
Minister. And what shall we say more ? Every Spirit-taught 
soul knows that the desert food called manna typifies a 
humbled Saviour on the earth, while the old corn of the 
land sets before us a Saviour in glory. 

The transition fro1n Judaism to Christianity, fron1 a 
Messiah on earth to Christ in glory, the centre of all the 
Father's counsels, is brought out in a .. :nos�. blessed way
in the ministry of the Lord in John x111.-xv11. Vlith His 
own in the upper room He takes His stand anticipatively 
beyond death ; bringing before them the things belonging to 
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the new creation, things which eye hath not seen nor ear 
heard, and which awaited the enlargement of their capacity 
by the Spirit's power for their apprehension and enjoyment 
after He had gone to the Father. Part with Him, the risen 
One, in oneness of life and nature, in the inner circle of life 
and nature to which that life belonged. In a love that 
would keep nothing back but make them His dearest friends 
in counsel ; and unfolding to them all that belonged to 
Hin1self and His Father. Surely we are in the scene where 
all is gold and where every whit uttereth glory. Yes indeed ; 
and it shines in all its brilliance at a time when the forces of 
evil are about to put forth their last great effort against 
Him and succeed, but with a success which must indeed 
spell everlasting defeat. But the climax of all is reached 
in chapter xvii., where within the inner chambers we are 
permitted to draw near and hear the communings of His 
blessed heart with the Father. Here the sacred intimacies 
of relationship between the Father and the Son with regard 
to divine interests in the favoured race from eternity to eternity 
are seen. The unity of interest in those who were the interest 
of that Father and Son in the counsels of the Godhead before 
the world's foundation, right on through every vicissitude 
in their history in time to eternity's golden days of bliss. 
:Qraw near, beloved, with reverent hush and adoring heart to 
this scene surpassing all scenes and hear Him. Hear Him 
in the inner chamber and on the most heavenly and sacred 
of all the1nes, and which prove the interest of the great 
Godhead in humanity as His blessed heart overflows at a 
moment when He is within a few hours of the deepest 
suffering in bearing divine wrath, and the darkest hour 
in the history of eternity. He is just about to depart to the 
Father, and I-Ie seeks that they might be with Him in that 
scene of bliss above, to behold His glory which the Father 
had given Him. They are with Him at the moment in a 
most unspeakably blessed position ; there is before His heart 
something still more blessed, viz., that in the scene above 
and in bodies of glory like His, they should see Him and 
be in a place of nearness to delightingly behold Him as the 
Centre of all the Father's deep delights. They had seen much, 
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and doubtless John refers to this later when he says, "We 
beheld His glory," but they, with us, are yet to see Him 
as the Father intends He should be seen by that favoured 
company brought so near. 

What is here 1nay be described in the words of the Spirit 
through Paul in Eph. iii. : " Breadth and length, and depth 
and height." All is measureless and infinite, the breadth of 
divine counsel covering the creation and reaching as to length 
from eternity to eternity, and the depth of the love of Christ 
co-infinite with the height of the glory of God. 

"Marvel not that Christ in glory, 
All my inmost heart hath won; 

Not a star to cheer my darkness, 
But a light beyond the sun." 

" I have seen the face of Jesus
Tell me not of aught beside ; 

I have heard the voice of Jesus
All my soul is satisfied." 

But you say, "Heaven will be a wonderful place and ,ve 
shall enjoy all this when we get there." Most certainly we 
shall, beloved ; and far, far more. But what of the present 
time? Surely it is ours now to enter by the Spirit into the 
house of the Lord " to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple." " My soul shall be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips" (Ps. xxvii. 4 ; lxiii. 5). But there is 
more, for He invites His own to meet Him in His own circle. 
The meeting of John xiii. is renewed in John xx. The risen 
One comes in amongst His own to declare the Father's 
name. This we know from Hebrews ii. He continues: 
There in the midst of the Assembly all the fulness of revelation 
and approach coalesce in Himself. In revelation He is there 
to open out the depth and 1neaning of the grace and blessing 
which circle round His death, resurrection, and ascension. 
And on the side of approach, to lead His own in company 
with Himself into it all. "I will declare Thy name unto My 
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brethren, in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto 
Thee" (Heb. ii.). Do you marvel at this? Oh come and 
see l Oh taste and see that the Lord is good! "Wisdom 
hath builded her house . . . she hath mingled her wine ; 
she hath also furnished her table" (Prov. ix.). "Eat 0 
friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved! " (Song 
v. 1). Nor is it a mere isolated thought, for Scripture is full
of it. See the promise in Matt. xviii., where the King
vouchsafes His presence: the picture of it in John xx., where
the risen One comes in; and the occasion of it in I Cor. xi.,
where the supper of the Lord is celebrated.

Would that this were better known. · Scripture would 
be better understood, for, as is often remarked, in Scripture 
the words are understood by the things. If the soul tastes 
these things, the doctrine will be right. He comes in, the 
Lord of glory, the glorified One, and in association with 
Him the saints, His brethren, are led outside of flesh and 
blood relationships to where He Himself is everything and 
in all, and there we learn that all things are of God. Do you 
say it is ideal? Yes, but thank God it is a grand reality, 
and the woman that came from a distant land to see Solomon 
in his glory presents a scene which faintly adumbrates the 
unspeakable blessedness of meeting our glorified Lord in 
His own circle. Spiritually, " this is the _land where the 
gold is, and the gold of that land is good" (Gen. ii.). 

In all this we have the heavenly and inside company 
whose place is in the sanctuary consecrated to the worship 
of God. Like Aaron and his sons in the past dispensation 
they go in while the rest of the people wait outside. There 
is contrast, however, for Aaron could only go into the holiest 
once in a year and his sons into the first tabernacle always. 
Our Great High Priest has entered in, having obtained eternal 
redemption, and it is the privilege of all to enter there with 
Him. Viewed as the consecrated company the sanctuary 
is our home, and such is the analogy of Hebrews ix., that 
while Israel waits outside as in the day of atonement of old, 
the Assembly, the consecrated company is inside with Him. 
It is there He leads His brethren's praise in the delight of 
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the heart of God, " for this Man must of necessity have 
somewhat also to offer" (Heb. viii. 3), and it is there the priests 
are clothed with salvation and the saints shout aloud for joy. 
God dwells in the praises of His people, and since Israel 
refused that place, He provides it for Himself in the 
companions of Christ who form the Assembly. 

The spiritual mind will have no difficulty in all this, 
knowing that Christianity is a faith system ; that if Judaism 
was visible and tangible and appealed to the senses, it is 
not so in God's dealings to-day. We have to do with things 
that eye hath not seen nor ear heard, and all that which is 
of the will of God and His purpose. 

But we have also to do with the testimony of God in this 
world. In Christianity there is an outward as well as an 
inward, and we must look briefly at this in connection with 
the continuation of the display of the gold here in the church. 
Christ came here· to claim the earth for God, and though 
exalted on high the Holy Spirit is here to continue that 
same Person here. Nothing else will do for God. Patriarchs 
and prophets, however faithful, will not do to-day. This is 
seen in Colossians iii., where we are exhorted to put on as 
the elect God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, etc., etc. 



PART III 

WE may remark that in connection with the Lord's own 
personal glory, that while the children of God are brought 
into new relationships and formed in the divine nature, 
it is clear they could not in any way partake of Deity. This 
connects itself with the mystery of the Person of our Lord. 
He is. the true God and eternal life, and shows that there 
are two things-if we can speak of them as such-in His 
Person. First, what He is in Deity with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit; and second, what He is in the relation to man 
as the Word of Life. The two things are inseparable in Him 
but are distinguished in His dealings with man. Whatever, 
therefore, came out in Him could in no way be limited, on 
account of who He was ; but it is marvellous to see that God 
has found a way of continuing down here the moral display of 
Himself by the formation of the divine nature in His people. 

This distinction is of vital importance; for everywhere 
when bringing out the believer's blessing, the Holy Spirit 
carefully guards the glory of the Person of the Son. The 
Word having become flesh, which on the part of the Godhead 
was the necessity of counsel, the glory of His eternal Being 
cannot be hid. His coming here was to bring out in the 
creation the fulness of the love and life of God ; that which 
we have ventured to speak of as the moral display of God; 
or in other words, the expression of His nature among 1noral, 
intelligent creatures. 

It is this that God in infinite goodness and wisdom 
contrives to continue in His people on earth while Christ is 
at His right hand in heaven, and an apprehension of it goes 
far to explain the place of the Holy Ghost as dwelling in 
the believer to-day; a thing unheard of in any previous 
dispensation. " No man hath seen God at any time. If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit" (1 John iv. 12, 13.) 
In this epistle it may be said there is called into being a 
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new generation to bring out the traits of the Father in love 
and righteousness, in which way there is the continuation 
of the gold. The divine intention is that it should be seen, 
for " He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so 
to walk even as He walked." And this is called for all the 
way, even to death. A fine example of this is seen in Paul in 
2 Tim. ii. 10: " I endure all things for the elect's sake." 
" Hereby perceive we the love, because he laid down his life 
for us : and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." 
" If we

"' 

love one another God dwelleth in us and his love is 
perfected in us" (r John iii. 16, and iv. 12). 

But perhaps no more be·autiful expression is to be found 
than the words of 1 Cor. xiii.: "Love suffers long and is 
�ind." The whole chapter is a description of the beauty 
of the actings of the divine nature both positively and 
negatively in the world of sinful 1nen. Is not this an exact 
description of what God does? He suffers long and is 
kind. Not only does He not retaliate, but He positively goes 
on in His kindness. "He," it is said, " is kind to the un
thankf ul." How blessed to see this perfectly expressed 
in our Lord. Surely it should inspire each with the desire 
to continue it in a world where it is so much called for. The 
disciple is not greater than his Master; the path He trod is 
the path for faith and the power is the same. "Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and 
piersecute you, that you may be the sons of your Father which 
is in heaven: for He makes His sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good," etc. How lovely to see a tried saint able 
to suffer long and be kind. It is the triumph of grace, for 
fallen flesh cannot rise above its own level. It has been said, 
" It is of Satan to render evil for good, hu1nan to return good 
for good, but it is divine to render good for evil." 

The above is the highest line of practice found in the 
New Testament, and it springs from Sonship as seen in 
our blessed Lord. This is for us the truth of Ephesians. 
Brought into adoption and made holy and without blame 
before Himself in love. It works out in what Peter calls 
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the obedience of Jesus Christ (1 Peter i. 2). This is the 
obedience of delight and springs from the divine nature. " I 
delight to do Thy will, 0 God." 

But this requires amplifying, for so few seem to grasp 
the inner spring of true Christianity to-day. Our connection 
with Christ is living and organic. Christians form an organic 
entity called the Body of Christ. He is its living Head ; they 
live in His life. It is brought about by the formation in the 
soul of a new spiritual state, the former sinful state having 
been condemned at the cross. In virtue of this Christ dwells 
in the heart, and there is power for the practice of the heavenly 
Man. See how this is put before us in Col. iii., where the 
saints are so distinctly viewed in the life of Christ as to be 
called by the very names that belong to Him. " Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved." These three 
titles are His, and then follows the seven-fold expression 
of heavenly qualities which are so beautifully blended in 
Him, and came out in such perfect combination in His life 
here upon the earth. "Bowels of mercies, kindness, humble
ness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one 
another and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye. And above all these put on love which is the bond of 
perfectness. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 
to which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful." 

Surely it becomes us to ask ourselves, are we holding the 
Head? Are we in the current of His thoughts? If so, 
the wealth of the thoughts of the glorified Man will be ours 
even now. You say, "It is very good but where can we 
see it?" Thank God, we can see it in the Scriptures and 
every heart true to Christ; seeing it there will have nothing 
less before it. 

We do well, however, to inquire as to the practice of all 
this: and if we ponder over it a little we shall see God has 
produced an answer to it all in the Assembly. Take what is 
seen in the early chapters of the Acts. Was ever such a 
sight seen on earth, where a company of people are seen 
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living in each other's interests in such a way as to exclude 
the selfishness of the human heart. There is nothing to 
equal it for beauty in the annals of huma.p history. " And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul : neither said any of them that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things common." 
It broke down. Alas ! as everything committed to man 
has, but the truth remains that an answer has been seen 
in the Assembly to the revelation. 

It is well to remember, too, that the power of God was· 
manifested in such a way during the Apostolic age as to draw 
forth· the expression, " These that have turned the world 
upside down." Peter and John stand before the council in 
spite of threats, respectfully but firmly saying, " Whether 
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard." Barnabas is singled out 
as one of a class who sold all and gave it up for Christ. 
Stephen is a most conspicuous example of conformity to 
Christ in that he leaves this world in the grace of intercession 
for his murderers. Paul stands before the king Agrippa as 
the true expression of the superiority and independence of 
Christianity over the world. '' Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian," said the king. Mark the nobility of the 
answer and the outshining of the gold in the servant of 
the Lord. " Would to God that not only thou, but also 
all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds." Is not here the prisoner 
greater than the king; and have we not here a triumph of 
divine grace revolutionising the whole order of man's social 
position on the earth? But it is in the common-place duties 
of life and among the simple and obscure that the gold is 
often seen ; the grace of the Lord Jesus gilding the common 
details of life. The men who were before the public eye were 
often tlie subject of devoted and prayerful attention by those 
whose service no one sees but God. This does not detract 
from the· place of suffering and service given to those above 
referred to, for they, as we know, had the suffering and 



"GOLD" 23 

service common to the testimony in every way, even to being 
made as the filth of the world and the off-scouring of all 
things. What a company comes in for honourable mention 
by the Spirit .whose service could not be publicly displayed! 
Phrebe was a succourer of many and also of Paul. She had 
done for the servant what Martha had done for, the Master 
(Rom. xvi. 1, 2 ; and Luke x. 38). Priscilla and Aquila 
had not only been helpers in the work but had actua11y been 
laying down their lives for the brethren: proving that in a 
world of sin and hate, where every one distrusts his fellow, 
there was a people which loved God with all their heart and 
their neighbour as themselves. And the gold shines beauti
fully in Timothy, to whom Paul can unbosom himself as 
like-minded and who is content to be hidden for the furtherance 
of the work of the Lord. See, too, Epaphroditus in 
Philippians. For the work of Christ he was nigh unto death 
and was worthy to be held in reputation. And the Apostle 
speaks of Onesiphorous as one who had oft refreshed him. 

In all these and many more we have the line of faith's 
worthies: the excellent of the earth, people who were better 
known in heaven than on earth: of whom it may be said 
the world was not worthy. A kingly priesthood to set forth 
the excel1encies and virtues of true royalty. in the earth, 
Nor are we confined to the pages of the New Testament for 
these heavenly witnesse� to the glory of the King and the' 
glory system. The. golden thread of divine testimony runs 
down the centuries, during which time tens of thousands of 
devoted souls, rather than deny that holy name, laid down 
their lives at the stake. Is not this the continuation of the 
gold under the badgers' skins ?-the repellent power of 
divine holiness which goes to death rather than yield to 
the power of evil. What a history is that of the professing 
Church ! It is there we might tum as well as to the pagan 
persecutions, to find the darkest and vilest of earth's annals; 
but there, too, we find the richest and most noble expression 
of the glory of God in His people. From all ranks of 
society come that great mass of holy martyrs· whose reward 
is great in the heavens. Many outstanding names might 
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be noted, but we forbear. He for whom they witnessed 
will apportion each their rightful reward. 

We cannot, however, forbear from giving a short extract 
from a book called " Three Friends of God." Which shows 
the tracing of the gold in the heirs of glory and the moral 
marks so beautiful in the eyes of heaven; which were given 
that their persecutors might know them. 

" They are to be known by their behaviour and their 
manner of speech, that is to say, they are in their behaviour 
staid and modest : in their countenances there is to be seen 
neither pride nor fear. Their clothes are neither costly 
nor shabby. In business they are truthful. They avoid 
swearing and cheating. They do not seek after riches but 
are contented with necessary things. They are chaste and 
temperate in food and drink. They are not to be found in 
taverns nor at dances, nor at other idle amusements. Also 
they abstain from anger ; they are always employed in their 
calling, or in teaching or in learning, and are therefore absent 
from the instructions and prayers of the Church. They can 
further be known by their simple and modest speech ; they 
abstain from idle words and light conversation, and also from 
lies and from oaths." 

What a lovely description of the people of God, and 
that from the lips of their enemies l May the Lord produce 
the same in His own in these last days. 

It will be seen that though the Lord Jesus was cast out 
and crucified, His mission here was perfectly accomplished. 
His own are here belonging to His generation, and in His 
risen life. " All of one " with Him. As such they are the 
light of the world and the salt of the earth, and the con
tinuation of the grace that came out in Him. The truth of 
God is maintained in the Church, and until the Lord comes 
to take her to the Father's house, He maintains her here as 
the pillar and ground cf the truth. God's voice is heard there 
by the Spirit. He is the great hinderer who hinders until 
He be taken out of the way. He maintains through her 
a beneficent influence, and a presen•ative power which is the 
hindrance to the full-blown apostasy. 
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" But what," you say, "of the failure of the Church to 
help the people, and. the call for a new and more modern 
gospel?" Believe me, my dear reader, God is no more 
defeated in the Church dispensation than in the coming 
of His Son into the world. In apparent defeat there came 
out in Him God's greatest victory. So in the Church, His 
Assembly. True, the whole Christian profession has departed 
from the truth of God's revealed will, and become in her 
outward character a system of falsehood. Claiming to 
be rich and increased 1Vith goods, she is insensible to her 
spiritual degradation and knows not that she is poor and 
miserable and blind and naked. Trafficking in holy things 
for her own aggrandisement on the earth, · this false system 
can imitate up to a point, but like the Egyptian magicians, 
she fails when it comes to the question of life. And it 
will be found that while Babylon trades in all manner 
of precious stones, there are no living stones to be found 
in her. 

But there is neither surprise nor defeat here. How could 
it be possible for God to be either surprised or defeated ? 
In the prophetic outline of the Kingdom given by the Lord 
in Matthew xiii., the whole course of the dispensation is 
traced, and the progress of evil marked, till the time of 
judgment-a judgment which takes place some time after 
the church has been taken to heaven. In chapter xvi. of 
the same gospel He shows the character of the Church as 
His building and the inability of the power of evil to prevail 
against it. How could it be possible for the powers of 
evil to prevail against the Son of God ? The gospel is 
installed in the Church where God the Holy Ghost dwells. 
If that is not enough for men, " there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries" (Heb. x. 26, 27). Many new theologies are 
afloat to-day, and indeed, 1nany "heap to the1nselves teachers 
having itching ears." But it is written, "Though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other gospel ... let him be 
accursed" (Gal. i. 8). 
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We have reached the time wherr the net which was cast 
into the sea has to be drawn to the shore full of all kinds. 
The servant's place is to pick out the. good. For this the 
,gospel goes forth in Christendom; while the wicked are 
left till the time when the Son of Man shall send forth His 
angels and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend (Matt. xiii.). 

And now, beloved, may I ask if you know the blessed
ness of carrying the golden vessels? It is in this way that 
Christ is set forth here. You recall the truth that the sons 
of Levi carried the tabernacle through the wilderness ; 
and to the family of the Kohatbites was given the burden 
of carrying the golden vessels. Reading Num. iv., care
fuIIy, you wiII see that what they carried they never saw. 
The priests covered up the holy vessels and the Levjtes 
came and carried them. Thus while the people are journey
ing the vessels are being carried by those set apart for th� 
service of the sanctuary. It is ours thus to carry Christ 
through this desert scene, and as we do so the outward 
covering is all that may be seen. · We are to be .marked 
by holiness and righteousness in all our dealings, and these 
coming out as a result of Christ being f ormcd in the soul. 
"That Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts," etc., etc. 

But the ages have been running their course in view of 
the grand display of the gold of the divine glory in God's 
world. No badgers' skins will hide the gold in that day. 
Language fails to describe the grandeur of the day of Christ. 
There must, however, be a transition of great importance 
between the present time of man's lawlessness and that 
time when Christ shines out in all His glory. · The power of 
evil rampant to-day mtist be displaced by the power of 
God. 

The Lord said in His answer to the high priest, 
" Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." 
And before His transfiguration He told them the Son of 
Man would come in His own glory and. in His Father's, and 
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of the holy angels. Here is the blessed answer to all the 
shame. " The Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven 
... and there was given Him dominion and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages, should 
serve Him : His dominion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and His Kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed " (Dan. vii. 13, 14). Who can read this 
chapter without seeing the universal glory of the Son of 
Man? And the 8th Psalm along with its citations in the 
New Testament show the magnificence and glory of His 
rule in every part of His vast domain. The mystery of God's 
will is, "That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth; even in 
Him." 

" In His Father's glory." The sweetness and blessed
ness of this baffles all description ; and, indeed, it carries 
us into an order of things which is beyond display. Here, 
however, it is the Son, as centre of the Father's glory, and 
fulfiller of His counsels· of grace, sharing equal honours with 
Him whose counsels He came to fulfil. He had declared 
the Father in the revelation of His love and 1nercy even 
unto death, and had continued to make Him known in the 
Assembly during the time of her calling and blessing. Now 
He comes, the centre of the Father's glory, who only can 
bring it into display. 

. 

" And in the glory of the holy �ngcls." " Behold, He 
comes with clouds, and every eye shall see Him." He, 
who, on the brink of the Cross and all its woe, could have 
had twelve legion of angels, now comes escorted by numbers 
of these holy beings. What a day for these exalted 
intelligences, highest expression of His power in creation 1 
Created by Hi1n they had witnessed His power in the creation 
of man and the earth, which is his dwelling-place. Agents 
of His providence, and servants of His 1noral _governn1ent, 
they had beheld His wondrous stoop in passing down by 
them to the ranks of 1nan ; had ministered to His needs 
in the days of His flesh, and wonder of all wonders, had beheld 
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the agonies of the Cross 1 Now in the day of His glory they 
delight to swell the triumph of His train. 

It is a solemn thought that the great Blesser in all His 
glory is compelled to judge. Contrast this blaze of manifested 
glory with the first advent, when the Babe was born in a 
stable and laid in a manger ! Then it was to dispense the 
grace of heaven to sinners; to make known the yearnings 
of the heart of God after His poor deluded and benighted 
creatures, and to go into death for their redemption. Mark 
the contrast here. There is the same blessed heart of love 
and mercy, but the state of things necessitates judgment. 
Centuries of long-suffering mercy have run their course in 
which men have been tested by the Gospel from heaven. 
That being refused, nothing remains but judgment. What 
has not been effected by grace will be made good by judgment; 
that God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-may be supreme 
in the Creation where nothing of a rebellious or lawless 
nature can be tolerated. 

Judgment having been executed as typified in David, 
He will reign in peace as the true Solomon. This supposes 
a settled state of things in which His glory shines out. Here 
the heavenly city comes into view as the vessel through 
which that glory shines out to the whole creation. The 
company which form this city is the workmanship of God, 
the building of Christ by the Holy Ghost during the long 
interval of time between the 2nd of Acts and the 4th of 
1st Thessalonians-the Assembly-the Body and Bride of 
Christ. 

The progress of evil in the earth had resulted in the 
false apostate system called Babylon the Great. She was 
of vast proportions wherein all manner of buying and selling 
went on, even to trading with the bodies and souls of 1nen. 
Persecut-ion marked her, for she was drunk with the blood 
of the saints and with the blood of the n1artyrs of Jesus. 
Her splendour was great and 1nultitudes had been allured 
by her : her abominations and sorceries had deceived the 
nations, but now she 'is fallen. " Alas, alas, that mighty 
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city, for in one hour is thy judgment come" (Rev. xvii. 
and xviii.). 

From the time that sin came, God had given indications 
of another order of Man and a state of society where the 
will of God would obtain under the sway of Christ the 
glorified Man. To this faith ever looked. Though dim at 
first, it becan1e in the progress of revelation clearer and 
clearer till in apostolic days it shone out as the great centre 
of administration in the consummation of the ways of God. 
Abraham by faith saw the day of Christ, and he looked for 
a city whose builder and maker is God. His faith and that 
of many others shall meet its reward, for it is written, " He 
hath prepared for them a city." Satan's counterfeit began 
early and was tried in many and varied ways from the building 
of Cain's city till we reach his masterpiece in great Babylon. 
How blessed to see the patience and grace of God going on 
in- the development of His ways, bringing out His purposes 
and counsels, bearing with evil, and even using it to bring 
out His own tho.ughts of love, and at the end putting it 
down for ever that He might shine out in His brightest 
and best. 



PART IV 

BuT now let us dwell a little on this glorious city. It must 
be a wonderful scene since it was called by our Lord, " The 
city of My God." There, indeed, all things are of God, 
and Christ is all in all. If Satan's culmination was great 
Babylon, this is God's. Not only is there in it the witness 
to the eternal defeat of every project of evil, but it is the 
dwelling-place of all that is good and blessed. Every previous 
testimony of God is centred here. It is the fulness of times 
when all things in heaven and earth are gathered together 
in Christ. God had made Himself known at different times 
and in divers manners. The Most High God, possessor of 
heaven and earth, the Almighty, and Jehovah whose faithful
ness changes not. All these the intelligent Christian knows 
are bound up with the name Father, by which He is known 
to-day in the Church. This city is the vessel where all is 
set forth. Then again the great principles of blessing, dwell
ing, and ruling which came out of the Old Testament are to 
be found here. These came out in the history of three great 
leaders. To Abraham it was said, "In blessing I will bless 
thee." With Moses the rearing up of the Tabernacle, and 
in David the Throne. It has often been said, "God rules 
that He may dwell, and He dwells that He may bless." 

All that Christ is shines out in the city of God. The 
Son who builds His Assembly on the indestructible founda
tion of His glorious Person; the Messiah, Son of David, 
in whom centres all the fulness of blessing for Israel, and 
the Son of Man who is the guarantee of blessing for all 
nations, and whose glory reaches out to the farthest extent of 
the creation of God. 

The Holy Ghost, too, is seen in life-giving power whose 
influence pervades the whole scene. "A pure river of water 
of life clear as crystal proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb." 

Every ray of the divine glory is seen in her. The glory 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. She 
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descends out of heaven from God, having the glory of Go�; 
and her light or radiance was like unto a stone most 
precious. The glory is reflective and shines back over the 
past history of God's ways with fallen man. Here is His 
answer to it all. Myriads and myriads of saints who passed 
into that heavenly scene through much tribulation and deep 
distress, coming out with Him, and God, as it were, saying, 
" Here is My answer to it all." Greatest of all, it is the 
answer to Calvary's hour of woe. "For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. v. 21). Sin had 
come in by man and now it is put away by Man, and He 
who put it away is now seen at the head of that vast scene of 
glory, its Crown and Centre. 

Two blessed things meet here in the unf oldings of the 
divine triumph. The complete triumph of God in the Son of 
Man now displayed in a creation, every part of which reflects 
that glory and vibrates full praise ; and the Father's counsels 
in the Son of His bosom carried out into full fruition by that 
Son. This latter takes us beyond dispensations to the circle 
of divine affections proper to the Father and the Son. The 
blessed Lord speaks in John xvii. of that which the world 
may know, and then passes on to that which the world can 
never know. " Father, I will that they also whom Thou 
hast given Me be with Me where I am ; that they may 
behold My glory which Thou hast given Me ... for Thou 
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." Oh, the 
blessedness of being before the Father in the Son's relation
ship and in the divine nature even now, and there to gaze 
upon the glory of the Lord. But what will it be, my soul, 
to be in that cloudless scene, and made part of it, as far as 
crea:ture life can go; to dwell for ever on His beauties in 
whom all the fulness is pleased to dwell I 

But besides her place with God, she is seen in relation 
to the creation. The hosts of fallen beings now occupying 
the heavenlies must be cast out, as we see in Rev. xii. The 
blood of the Cross was shed that heavenly as well as earthly 
things might be purified. Evil powers being cast out, she 
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con1es out of heaven to take that place as the vessel of light, 
and in the centre of the whole creation. 

U nfallen angels, hosts of glorious beings who kept their 
first estate, are represented, too. " She had a wall great 
and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels." They had been the willing servants of His power 
in providential government, and at certain times in history 
had come in great procession to mark the accomplishment 
of some great event (Job xxxviii. 6·, 7 ; Deut. xxxiii. 2 ;

Dan. vii. 10). Their place here is still that of waiting servants, 
and the escort of Him and her who is His royal Bride in that 
day of glory. They witness to the creatorial power and 
glory of God, and the abiding happiness of their original 
created state. 

And now we come to her testimony earthward. Here 
Israel comes first into view: Those who formed this city 
had been taken from the earth, and their interest in that place 
can never slacken. The activity of heaven on behalf of earth's 
inhabitants is seen all through this book of Revelation, and 
in chapter v. the saints on earth are the interest of the heavenly 
saints in their song of praise to the Lamb. But in her testi
mony earthward, Israel must be first. " And names written 
thereon which are ·the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel." But think for a moment of Israel's 
position at this time. The great tribulation past, Jerusalem 
has received double for all her sins. Set up in richest blessing 
she is a strong city. Instead of weeping she sings. " In 
that day sha11 this song be sung in the land of Judah." "We 
have a strong city ; salvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks" (Isaiah xxvi.). "Walk about Zion, and go 
round about her; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her 
bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye may tell it the 
generation following. For this God is our God for ever and 
ever." The direct line of blessing between the throne of 
God and the Lamb is through the heavenly city to Israel. 
The promises fulfilled and the nation restored, they may 
now receive their blessings, which they had refused at the 
hand of Messiah, through the medium of the glorified Church. 
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How wonderful are the ways of God. And to think too that 
the heralds of Church blessing were Jews, the preachers of 
the first century, Peter, Paul, and John. Now the Jew gets 
his return, and the blessings of the covenant reaches him from 
Heaven. The nations too : for 

"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun, 
Doth his successive journeys run." 

Very early after the ordering of mankind in nations it was 
said to Abraham, " In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed," and in later Scriptures that blessing is 
connected with the restoration of Jerusalem and the blessing 
of the Jew. "Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with 
her, all ye that love her" (Isa. !xvi. 10). " And it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep 
the feast of tabernacles" (Zech. xiv. 16). It is the time 
when the whole earth is full of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. And the chain of blessing is beautifully 
marked out in the prophecy of Hosea ii. 21, 22: "And it 
shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I 
will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and 
the earth shall hear the corn, and the ,vine, and the oil ; and 
they shall hear Jezreel." This is the time when the heavens 
and the earth, long divorced by sin, shall under Ivlessiah's 
glorious sway be reunited and reflect the will of God to earth's 
remotest bound. "And the nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it : and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it" (Rev. xxi. 24-26). 

From all this it will be seen that this is the climax of 
God's dealings, and like our Lord in the marriage at Cana, 
He brings out His brightest and best at the end. Here the 
ways of God and His purposes coalesce. His purpose, we 
gather from Eph. iii. 14, 15, was to bless the creation in 
families. The attempt by man at Babel had to be frustrated : 
dispersion into nations being the result. Since then, in His 
ways He appoints the li1nits of their habitation, but in the 
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glory of the kingdom reverts to His original purpose. He 
is the Father of whom every family in the heavens and earth 
is named.* Israel, as we have seen, is the :first family on 
the earth, and the glorified Church in the heavens takes 
the :first place of all. '' 0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past :finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). 

Turning from her relative place we may glance briefly 
at the distinct character of the city itself. Here three distinct� 
thoughts detain us. 1st, her structure, all of gold. 2nd, her 
measurements ; perfect proportions. And 3rd, the standard 
of measurement ; Christ. " And the city was pure gold Jike 
unto clear glass " (v. 18, see also v. 21). This recalls the 
Lord's words to Peter, "Thou art Peter and upon this rock I 
will build My Assembly." Peter is viewed in the work of 
grace in his soul as :fit for the new structure which Christ 
would build. The blessed Lord speaks thus as meeting in 
His death the irremediable state of sinful flesh in His own, 
and forming in them a new state in the divine nature in 
affinity with Himself. The connection of ministry with this 
is shown in Ephesians iv. where the ascended Christ has 
given gifts for the work of ministry till we all come . . . to 
the full measure of the stature of Christ. This leads to (2) 
" And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large 
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, 
twelve thousand furlongs. The length and breadth and 
the height of it are equal." This gives the true proportions 
of symmetry and beauty according to divine righteousness, 
and recalls the use of the hammer in the disciplinary ways 
of our God with His people .. Many a tear and many a sigh 
and heart-bleeding groan have been passed through on the 
way to· this: but now, the work of the great Architect 
completed, all is answered in perfection of glory to His 
eternal praise. 

(3) The standard of measurement was that of a Man.
Nothing could exceed for interest and beauty the truth 

* The complete obliteration of national distinction awaits, however,
the eternal state. 
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expressed in the 15th verse. All that is of the first man ; 
all that is of flesh of sin; all connected with disease and 
death ; all, thank God, left behind for evermore ; and 
every one conformed to the image of Christ in glory. Here, 
beloved, we recall the unsullied purity of the gold which 
came out in Christ here, and, marvel of marvels, we are led 
to see that this vast assemblage of glorified saints in the 
heavens is but the expansion of what was here in Him. 
Truly He came to form a world of His own, and there was 
that in Him which will evolve and expand till it fills the whole 
creation of God. Whatever we speak of as revealed in Scrip
ture ; eternal life, foundation ; the kingdom, temple and 
dwelling place of God; all is found in Him. The city was 
the measure of a man. As already noted the work of the 
ministry is " Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 
The Gospel of John closes with the words, " And there are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 
should be written every one I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
Amen." In this marvellous city, the perfection of beauty, 
we have the Book in which He shall ever be read: where all 
that He is and all that He hath done is stamped for evermore. 

It is of interest to note that the Assembly is here presented 
more as the work of the twelve. The Pauline ministry, 
wherein is presented the great truth of the mystery-the 
Church-the Body of Christ, though involved, is not set forth 
here. But that it cannot be separated (as indeed all truth 
must hang together) is proved by the many links of connection 
between the last two chapters of Revelation and Paul's great 
epistle to the Ephesians. 

And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished 
with all manner of precious stones. "And the gates were 
twelve pearls ; every several gate was of one pearl." In 
these latter we get that which reminds us of His estimation 
of her. The twelve would be the development in view of 
government of the one pearl of great price for which He had 
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sold all that He had. Her preciousness and beauty, as 
given to Him by the Father, made Him part with all and 
go down into death that He might have her with Himself 
in that bright scene of golden purity. But that is not enough. 
He would have her seen as suited to Himself and the Father 
in the day of manifestation. " That the world may know 
that Thou has sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast 
loved Me." Blessed, precious, holy Lord, what wondrous 
thoughts of love and grace and glory are Thine !

The twelve stones in the foundation speak of decoration, 
and that in the eyes of all creation. Every tint of the divine 
glory is seen perfectly blended in the time when God reaches 
His great end, and comes out to display Himself in 
�omplacency and delight in His creation. 

" But who that glorious blaze 
Of living light shall tell, 

Where all His brightness God displays, 
And the Lamb's glories dwell ? " 

There is uniformity along with plenitude of variety and 
all marked by the great principle of reflection. Man, as such, 
is incapable of appreciating or reflecting the grace of God. 
But here the work of the great Lapidary has produced in this 
vast host a capability of reflecting Himself to the universe 
at large. Precious stones are used by Jehovah to show the 
grandeur of His creatorial power and glories in Ezek. xxviii. 
There the highest and most wt)nderful being of His creation 
is brought before us. " Thou sealest up the measure of 
perfection, full of wisd01n and perfect in beauty, thou wast 
in Eden the garden of God. Every precious stone was thy 
covering." Again they are used to demonstrate His grace 
in Exod. xxviii. We come back to the priestly ephod with 
which we began and behold not only the combination of 
colours, but the rich assemblage of variegated glory expressed 
in grace in Israel and typifying all that which faith can see 
in a humbled Christ, so soon tp be displayed in this glorious 
City. In a footnote to Ezek. xxviii., another puts it thus : 
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"Observe that this takes place in the creature. In the 
case of Aaron, the type of Christ as priest, it exists in the 
absolute perfection of grace, which presents us to God accord
ing to His perfection in the light. It is afterwards seen 
in the glory as the foundation of the city, the Lamb's wife, 
in the Revelation. That is, these stones present the fruit 
of perfect light-what God is in His nature shining in and 
through the creature, in creation, grace, and glory." (Darby.) 

In the life of that scene there is everything that constitutes 
true happiness. The tree of life is there, for Christ remains 
indispensable to His people. The pure river of water, for all 
is pervaded by the Holy Ghost. Rest it will be, but not inertia, 
for there will be service there of the highest character. '.' His 
servants shall serve Him. "-Sanctuary service as in chapter 
7, 15. '' And they shall see His face ''-holy intimacy. 
This position of intimacy John xvii. shows, but the capacity 
was lacking. "And His name is on their foreheads," see 
chapter iii. 12. " I will write .upon him the name of my God 
... and My new name." No night is there: no lie: 
nothing that defiles. No need of shut gates, for the potential 
power of good excludes all evil. Nothing of nature: no 
natural light, from the sun down to a candle. In the days of 
her earthly history, man's mind often intruded to the exclusion 
of the great Teacher. "For the Lord God shall shine upon 
them and they shall reign to the ages of ages." Under the 
sunshine of His glory the heavenly hosts forming the Assembly 
shall abide-their life formed and fed by continual unf oldings 
from their glorious Head ; that, probably, being modified in 
them, and fitted in its transmission to suit the various 
companies for which it is designed. 

But now we must travel in thought to glance briefly 
at the eternal day to which everything is moving. The 
millennial reign was a necessity, that the creation which 
had witnessed the suffering and shame of our Lord should 
also see His glory. Creation had suffered through the reign 
of sin; had participated in the darkness and upheaval in 
the hour of Calvary. It was fitting that all should participate 
in the glory. But we are reminded that the glorious kingdom 
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reign does not give :finality. For this there must be a new 
heaven and a new earth. In Kingd0111 days, Satan bound 
and the curse re1noved wi11 indeed bring in a scene of gladness, 
but with all that, it is still the first creation. For the day of 
God, the heavens and the earth must be removed. That 
vast scene which was created to be the platform wherein 
should be worked out the ways of God, and where His eternal 
counsels should be brought out : where all the forces in the 
conflict had been in terrific activity : all must be removed to 
give place to that stainless scene which was in the 1nind of 
God before time began. 

It is a most sole1nn thought that even the brightness of 
the Kingdom glories will wane, and that breakdown and 
catastrophe will again be seen at the close. Short work does 
the Lord make of it, for the time comes when there can be 
no more delay. The last enemy that is destroyed is death, 
and that coincides with the last great assize, the judgment 
of the great white throne. This, the final act in the drama 
of time, the last part in the solution of the question of good 
and evil, makes room for the introduction of the holy city 
which takes its place in the centre of the new creation, fitted 
to be the dwelling-place of the glory for eternity. Certain 
things which were in evidence in kingdom days are not 
mentioned now. All trace of evil removed to the lake of 
fire, its final abode : God shines out in the bosom of a 
satisfied creation in the Church which He is pleased to 
make His abode for eternity. " To Him be glory in the 
Assembly .in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the ages 
of ages. Amen." 

The mediatorial Kingdom being finished, when He shall 
have annulled all rule and all authority and power, He gives 
up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father. God the 
Son who stooped to be a Man, has now the joy that was set 
before Him-the carrying out the will of God, and hands 
the universe to His Father on the footing of redemption, a 
sinless,. deathless scene where, thank God, these things and 
all that follow in their train can never come, "That God may 
be all in all." 
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"And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall 
tabernacle with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, their God. And He shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; and death· shall not exist 
any m6re, nor grief, nor crying, nor distress shall exist any 
more, for the former things have passed away. And He that 
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new." 

Dispensational and time circumstances being past there 
is no mention of the Lamb, or throne, or temple. The 
Assembly has her own distinct place as the Tabernacle of 
God ,vhere He puts Himself in touch with men, and as the 
Bride of Christ-the new Adam and the new Eve-going on 
into an eternity of bliss. This then, beloved, is the answer to 
the gold-to the wondrous grace of Him who veiled His glory 
and who endured the cross; and, for ever be His name 
adored, it is an answer worthy of Himself and all He has done. 
Here the gold of divine glory shines with undimmed · lustre 
through that eternal day. 

J. MCBROOM.

" And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth 
and under the earth, and those that are upon the sea, and all things 
in them, heard I saying to Him that sits upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, blessing and honour and glory and might to the ages of ages. 
And the four living creatures said, Amen ; and the elders fell down 
and did homage,, (Rev. v. 13, 14.) 



"GOLD" 

Oh I is it come-the sweet and blessed calm, 
Foreseen and hoped for through those darksome years 
Of anguish and of dread ? 
Here, here at last, I, a deep vessel 
In the shoreless sea of Thine own fulness, 
0, eternal God ! 
Filled in that fulness, find my prayers, my hopes, 
All, all fulfilled, and nothing more to crave, 
The bright reality, the thing itself 
Transcends all thought, eclipses every hope : 
Dwelling in God, by God indwelt, I know 
Love in its fulness, life to me is bliss. 
All, all within, beneath, around above, 
Speak but of Thee and tell me what I am 
The happiest of the happy! 0, Thou peerless One! 
Great God revealed in flesh, the living link 
'Twixt Godhead and my _soul I be Thine the praise, 
The loving Worship of a loving heart, 
Rich in Thyself, for, oh, however filled, 
Howe'er exalted, holy, undefiled, 
Whatever wealth of blessedness is mine, 
What am I, Lord 1 an emptiness, a noth�ng. 
Thou art my boast in whom all f ulness dwells 
Of the grea� Godhead, Thou whose Name I bear, 
Whose life is mine, whose glo17 and whose bliss, 

All, all are mine. 
SIR E. DENNY.



.. PURPLE'' 
" And they shall make the ephod of gold, blue, purple, 

scarlet, and fine twined linen " (Exod. xx.viii. 6). 

PART I 

THE person of our Lo�d Jesus Christ presents such an infinite 
variety of beauty and glory that we can never reach its end. And 
nowhere in the Old Testament is the plenitude of that beauty and 
glory more in evidence typically than in the complex character of 
these priestly robes. We are in the company of the same wonder
ful person here when dealing with the " purple " as when speaking 
of gold, blue; and scarlet, but the attendant circumstances ai:e 
very different. If gold is used to delineate the glory. of the Son 
of God and blue the same One as man out of heaven, scarlet 
and purple speak of His kingly beauty and regal splendour both 
in connection with the covenant people on the earth and with the 
wider ranges of creation. Of the latter two the scarlet n1ay have 
in view His connection with the earthly people . and the purple 
His place over all as Son of Man. It was because of this that 
we ventured to take the scarlet first, so that ,ve might begin with 
the smaller and then go on to that which is widest of all. 

It is interesting to know that purple may be produced in 
natural things by mixing scarlet and blue, since it seems to show 
a strong link of connection between the natural and spiritual 
orders of creation. By bringing together the place of our Lord 
as lVIessiah in Israel with that pf the Man out of heaven, we reach 
all that is necessary for the full media to rial place of the man 
Christ Jesus ; purple is the figure of this latter, and it combines 
all that the scarlet and blue adumbrate. 

The One who created all things is in manhood the appointed 
heir of aJl (Heb. i.). This shows· the universe to be His inherit-

I 
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ance, and we know that the power that created all and holds it 
all in being will be put forth in swaying it, but have to remember 
that between the one and the other He became a man. It is this 
grand fact-which is the centre not only of Scripture but of all 
creation--which calls forth our wonder and praise, because it 
creates a situation which was called for both by Creator and 
creature. There was a double necessity for the Son becoming 
man, one of which existed on His own side-that of the God
head, and the other on the side of the fallen creature. l\1an 
having sinned, was under death and incapable of extricating 
himself, so that the Son came forth to bear the judgment and 
remove the power of death ; but besides this, though necessarily 
connected· with it, there was a scheme of glory and blessing in 
the heart of God from before the ages of time which had to be 
unfolded in the creation. While He came to meet man's need 
the great end in view was to meet the need of the heart of God. 

The incarnation of the Son necessarily pledged His death by 
which both the need of man was met and the purpose of God 
brought out ; this involves the complete solution of the sin 
question by the consigning of all evil to the lake of fire for ever 
and the tr�umph of good in and with the blessed God in a scene 
of stabilised bliss for evermore. The reign of Christ precedes 
eternity and is the answer in the present creation on the part of 
God to the whole sinful history of man, as well as the glory in 
the present creation of Him who at such cost to Himself 
brought all that about. 

Purple, then, is the pledge that Christ will soon be seen at 
the centre of the universe, the assembly, His body and bride 
with Him, as helpmeet, the administrative medium, through 
which will shine out all that is in Hin1 her glorious Head. If in 
the truth of the scarlet we just touch the place of the assembly 
in connection with the divine ways on earth, here we see her 
place in and with Christ in relation to the counsels of eternity. 

It was in view of this that we v�ntured to speak of the telescope 
whereby we might gaze into that expanse which is garnished 
with the magnificence and splendour of the towers, bulwarks, and 
palaces of this glorious King ; that we n1ight, on the principle 
of faitht visualise something of the far-reaching extent of that 
domain in its breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and 
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with adoring hearts rejoice in Him whose power will control the 
whole of it, and whose love n1ust of necessity be both its life and 
its law. 

Our theme, then, is still connected with glory; a glory, 
blessed be God, secured as all else is by the sufferings of Calvary. 
We can understand son1ething of the unsu1lied glory of God in 
the reciprocation between divine persons of that which belongs 
to Godhead ; we can think, too, of that glory in the creation 
before sin came in; hut how great is the revelation of God's 
glor.y which is seen in the removal of our sins and the triumph of 
His grace in the blessing of the sinner. How blessed to see the 
One to whom every glory belongs covering Himself and the name 
and throne of God with fresh glory in His triumph over sin. 
\Ve can behold Him, too, having part by virtue of deity in that 
incommunicable glory which all belongs to God at the same 
time as He shares with us all that glory which He has acquired 
in carrying out the whole will of God. 

But if it be necessary for the understanding of God?s ways 
t9 view the place of our Lord in connection with the house of 
Israel as distinct from the rest of mankind, it is also incumbent 
upon us to distinguish between His relation to man and the 
earth as distinct frmn the hosts of other and higher intelligences. 
Different from these in his constitution, and coming upon the scene 
probably much later, there is yet much that man shares with 
these ranges of creation, both as to moral obligation and duration 
of .existence. Spirit beings under moral obligation and capable 
of being affected both by good and evil may be said of each, 
both taking intelligent account of the working out of the plans 
of God in His creation. In rank, however, man is much less 
than the other class and stands in the moral scale at the 
botton1. 

Little is revealed concerning these wonderful hosts of the 
heavens, whether as to the magnitude of their numbers or the 
character and conditions of their life. The will of God being 
of necessity the law of life, wherever moral beings are found, 
we know they· are kept, for every creature of whatever rank 
1nust be dependent. Servants of great and dignified rank they 
are, as seen. both. in Gabriel and Michael, and with different 
degrees both of authority and responsibility, classified and 
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numbered for their respective services, they are spoken of as 
" mighty," " holy," and " elect." Far beyond man in strength, 
equally beyond him in power of transit, because not confined to 
a material body, and with interest and attention upon events in 
distant parts of the creation, they n1ay be said to far excel the 
frail being who is confined to this planet (see Dan. iv. 17 ; Luke 
ix. 26 ; 2 Thess. i. 7 ; and I Tin1. v. 21).

There are certain features in the constitution of man, however,
which go far to make up for this apparent inferiority and serve 
to bring out the man1ellous end for which he was created. Living 
in a body of clay which binds him to the earth, and of which it 
forn1s a part, he is a composite being, both spiritual and physical, 
which necessitates a range of life in relationships and activities 
which the higher intelligences could not possibly know. Marvel
lous workmanship of God in which there is the power to soar in 
common with other spirit beings right up to God Himself, the 
gre�t Father of spirits, while in the same personality exists al1 
the emotions of the soul from which springs the natural affections 
which he has in common with the creature beneath him. Closely 
connected with this is the wonderful ·creation of difference of sex 
and the institution of marriage whereby in the wisdom of God the 
race is multiplied and continued upon the earth. This is a most 
blessed feature of human life to which nothing that we know 
belonging to the higher orders can compare. High and lofty 
beings though they be, they yet remain units in their individuality 
and sphere in the great aggregate of creation, while to mankind 
is given the sweetness of marital and family relationships upon 
the earth. 

Departure from creature subjection had evidently come about 
before man was upon the scene, which would have the effect of 
making two great classes. How long. it was before Adam we 
know not, nor what length of time elapsed between their creation 
and their fall. The number in proportion to the whole which 
fell is also hidden. This explains, however, the presence of a 
tempter to whom the first man succumbed, so that he and his 
posterity are found, like the fallen part of creation, in apostasy 
from God. 

The particular interest of the Deity in man shows itself in a 
variety of ways; first in the consultation between divine persons 
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about him, before he was made ; then in the prohibition laid 
down, and most wonderful of all in the way that God comes 
after him immediately after the fall. How blessed it is to hear 
God speaking that very day of another MAN; One who would 
deal with the sin question in relation not only to mankind but to 
the whole creation. Here note the connection between time, 
space, and all creation on the one hand, and the moral measures 
which are in the heart of God to be wrought out on the other. 
It would have been quite easy for God to have brought His man 
upon the scene at that moment, but other things must come to 
pass first; things which in their very nature called for a measure 
of time which must run into thousands of years. The pre
incarnate ages were necessary not only to show to man his 
hopeless state as a sinner, but to display before the eyes of the 
creation the wonderful mercy, faithfulness, and loving-kindness 
of God. These dealings culminated in the incarnation of the 
Son, which not only verified all the previous interest, but brought 
out the still greater truth that God had man before Him for 
blessing long before time began. 

Having come among men He is all that man should be. All 
was perfectly in order ; there was nothing to distinguish Him 
from other men, " Like as the children were partakers of flesh 
and blood He also took part in the same " ; it was the simplicity 
and beauty of a man with all the sensibilities proper to humanity, 
in a condition unimpaired by sin. He is the " Son of Man," 
and as such passed through every stage of human life, from 
the manger to the cross. In Matthew He is the kingliest of 
all kings, in Mark the most faithful of all servants, in Luke the 
most gracious and tender of all men, and in John while these are. 
present He is the only begotten of the Father full of grace and 
truth. 

Since the birth of Christ was an event that all history 
anticipated and all prophecy foretold, we dwell a moment on 
what the Scriptures foresaw concerning Him. We may touch 
the typical foreshadowings at three different points, namely, 
what is set forth in certain typical men ; a glance at the directions 
about carrying the golden vessels ; and also seek to cull from the 
rich range of prophetic testimony a few plain statements concern
ing the Son of Man. 

2 
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Men who Pre.figure Christ as Son o_f Man 

The connection with Israel, as already noted, began with 
Abraham, but the universal place is of necessity linked with the 
beginning of man's history upon the earth. The words spoken 
to the serpent is a proof of this, for the woman's seed must in 
the nature of things embrace the whole race. Adam and Noah 
are the two outstanding men which in these early• ages were 
made to express something of the wider glories of our Lord : 
the former is called the figure of Him that was to come and the 
latter is made ruler over a scene which had been already purged 
by judgment. Ps. viii. stands, as it were, midway in the working 
out of things between Adam and Christ; it is a commentary on 
the headship of Adam and dwells on the weakness of the race 
in comparison with other parts of the creation, but goes on to 
give a pledge of the One who would make every part of it resplen
dent with glory. Both Heb. ii. and r Cor. xv. show this by 
bringing out the latent truth of the Psalm, while Eph. i. goes on 
to the assembly's place with Him at the head of a universe of 
bliss where all will be amply fulfilled. 

Noah, who comes before us in the front rank of the great 
cloud of witnesses, presents a beautiful type of the Son of Man 
at the head of all things in administrative government. After 
he came out of the Ark and offered his sacrifice it is said that 
the Lord smelled a savour of rest. In that offering which spoke 
of the excellency of Christ in death Jehovah found His pleasure, 
and Noah, type of the coming One, takes his place as governor 
of the whole scene. The fear of him comes upon the animal 
.creation, which shows that the fall had made a change for man 

· in the attitude of the creature beneath him. Mankind continued
for some little time as one family which beautifies the whole scene
before the breakdown which led eventually to the call of Abraham.

Proceeding with the history, two more outstanding men come
before us, namely, David and Nebuchadnezzar. The former of
these was a wonderful man, and in some respects goes beyond
them all; he made Israel's name to be respected among the
nations of the earth; prefigured the glory of Christ as King,
Priest, and Prophet in Israel, and went on to give a hint of His
place as Head of the heathen.
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In Nebuchadnezzar we have the first representative of 
imperialism, type of Him into whose hand is put the kingdom 
under the ,vhole heaven. It was after the complete failure in the 
house of David when the glory had departed and Lo-ammi, not 
my people, had been pronounced, that the Gentile was entrusted 
with the sword of government. This gives a beautiful inlet to 
the wonderful wisdom of God in His actings. It was needful 
that the Gentile should be tried as well as the Jew, and it was 
necessary before the coming of the Son to give a picture of the 
kingdom in its cosmopolitan character, so that He who works 
out His brightest designs by the failure of the creature takes 
account of Israel's failure to bring in the Gentile to give the 
finishing touch to the picture of the kingdom of the Son of Man. 
Nebuchadnezzar is made a king of kings and put into the place 
of universal rule. "Thou, 0 king, art a king of kings : for 
the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. And wherever the children of men dwell, 
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath He given 
into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou 
art this head of gold." 

Christ in Universal Splendour Portrayed in the Ritual 

Exod. xxx. shows the material required for making the 
sanctuary which speaks of the holy universal order. The cloth 
and the colours, as well as other elements both for the house itself 
and the priestly robes, indicate that God would dwell in a scene 
of holy splendour and be the centre of delight for a redeemed 
and worshipping people. 

These things were useful for the time then present, and 
though all broke down they served to foreshadow that which in 
the hand of Christ will b� carried through to perfection. The 
priestly ephod combines in itself a full type of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but the priest himself was not in the royal 
line. Royalty in Israel is bound up with Judah, but Aaron sprang 
from Levi, so that however expressive his garments the royalty 
could not be his; another priesthood, however, had come upon 
the pages of Scripture centuries before that of Aaron, which 
combines royalty with all that for which Aaron stood. Mark 
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here the profound beauty and perfect harmony of holy Scripture 
seen in the combination of the two orders of priesthood which 
is deeply embedded in these holy garments. Though royalty 
was beyond the reach of Aaron, the very clothes that he wore 
spoke of both the Davidic and universal royalty of our Lord. 
Our Priest, then, is a King not only of Israel, but is Ruler over 
the whole creation and a King that is eternal without beginning 
or end of days. (Compare Gen. xiv., Ps. ex., and Heb. vii.) 

These things may be further demonstrated by reference to 
the way the golden vessels were carried through the desert by 
the sons of Levi. We shall mention three of these only, which 
fell to the lot of the Kohathites: the Ark which belonged to the 
holiest of all, the table from the holy place, and the brazen altar 
from the court. The first of these, which prefigures Christ both 
divine and human, was taken down and covered with the holy 
veil, then the badgers� skins, and outermost of all was the cloth 
wholly of blue, signifying that the Son of God in passing through 
this desert scene was all for God and consequently the repelling 
power of divine holiness was there: while what the eye could take 
account of was a heavenly man. 

The table had a covering of blue, then the bread of the presence 
with the dishes, etc., covered with a cloth of scarlet, and lastly 
the badgers' skins: all this in connection with Israel, both 
God ward for His pleasure and in divine administration among 
men. With the brazen altar it was different. The ark speaks 
of Him whom death could not hold, who ever delighted in the 
will of God and set forth the pleasure of His will ; the table tells 
of the law of Jehovah going out to the nations when Israel "is 
before Him for His pleasure ; but the altar of burnt offering 
where sin was dealt with is pre-eminently the Cross. It was 
covered first with a purple cloth, after which came all the attend
ant vessels covered with a cloth of .badgers' skins. Here the 
universal bearing of the Cross is prefigured, and like the three 
liftings up in John's Gospel it rises from Israel and the earth 
to the whole creation. Surely our souls are stirred at the 
contemplation of such things to worship and adore. And in 
proportion as we appreciate them entrance is given into the 
chambers both of His Messianic and mediatorial glory, so that 
we may behold the King in His beauty and the land of far 
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distances (Isa. xxx111.· 17). While Israel and the Abrahamic 
P:omises are not forgotten, every part of the creation is kept in 
view. 

The Son of Man z"n Prophetz"c Scriptures 

We have travelled this way before in relation to the scarlet 
and the line of .Davidic testimony ; here, let us refer to a few of 
those· statements which describe the wider place. Ps. ii. speaks 
of the king in Zion, but also of His inheritance among the 
heathen (Ps. xviii.). He is made Head,of the heathen, a people 
He has not known shall serve Him; and Ps. xxii. declares that 
all the ends of the world shall remember and tum to the Lord 
and all kindreds of the earth shall worship before Him. For the 
Kingdom is the Lord's: and He is the Governor among the 
nations. A_ll this links beautifully with the words to Abraham. 
" In thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed. Kings 
shall bow down before Him and all nations shall serve Him " 
(Ps. lxxii.). But note the astonishment of both kings and 
nations in Isa. Iii. Jehovah draws attention to His Servant as 
extolled and made very high ; but the way He took to the glory 
passes all comprehension and they are dumb. "Kings shall 
shut their mouths at Him : for that which had not been told them 
shall they see ; and that which they had not heard shall they 
consider." His dominion is from sea to sea and from the river 
to the ends of the earth (Ps. lxxii.), for there was given Him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peop�e, nations, 
and languages s}:lould serve Him (Dan: vii. 14). He shall stand 
and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 
of the Lord His God; ... for now shall He be great unto the 
ends of the earth. (Micah v.). He shall not faint or be in haste 
till He have set justice in the earth and the isles shall wait for 
His law (Isa. xlii.). The blessed One who stood before Pilate 
is not only King in Zion in view of Israel, but is King over all 
nations (Rev. xv.). 

But He who is all this is also the King of glory before whom 
the everlasting gates lift up their heads and the everlasting hills 
recede, and to survey in faith the vastness of His dominions we 
must in thought soar from the planet of our existence and 
endeavour to see Him in relation to the rank upon rank of 
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heavenly intelligences of whom we know so little that delight 
to· own His blessed sway. Is it not the case that He is the 
appointed Heir of all things? Is it not true that He has already 
paid the price and has purchased all ? Are we not told that things 
in heaven as well as things on earth are put into His hands and that 
the blood of His Cross is applied to both ? (Heb. i. 2 ; Eph. 
i. 8-10; and Heb. ix. 23). If so, we may well seek to catch a
glimpse in the faith of our souls of the thrones, dominions, lord
ships, authorities, principalities, and powers which people those
glorious realms, not seeking to go beyond that which is revealed,
but using with diligence the Holy Word to learn something of the
vastness of that empire and the wonderful intelligences which
form its subjects.

May we not in this way get an enlarged sense both of the 
kingdom and the King. We view the planet of our _existence as 
a wonderful place, and well we may, but it need not detract from 
that for us to endeavour to look out on the vastness of the 
dominions of the Son of Man, nor will it do so if we remember 
that by His incarnation and death the King has given proof that 
the centre of all that vast domain is this same planet. However 
baffling to our little minds or nebulous our conception of it may 
be, we can but bow in praise as it engages our thoughts. Nor 
however much the tendency to be overwhelmed by its magnitude, 
need we be incredulous, since God the Holy Ghost is the teacher 
whose office is to glorify the Son. 

In such ways we are permitted to trace how that all through 
the ages God was preparing for the coming of His Son. Such 
men as we have noted, as well as many others, shine brightly 
in the moral firmament in the light of a coming Saviour, the 
whole of the divinely established ritual in Israel proclaims His 
coming, and the divinely chosen words of prophetic testimony 
puts it before us in detail. For Christ is the end of the law
God's great end in giving it-for righteousness to every one that 
believeth (Rom. x. 3). 



PART II 

ON opening the New Testament, we find ourselves on very 
different ground. Here type merges into antitype, shadow into 
substance, and prophecy is turned into history. Here the Holy 
of Holies of the sacred Book is before us where the richest 
treasures of inspiration are laid bare, and here, to the delight 
of adoring hearts, the glories of the Lord shine forth. We have 
travelled this way before, as the reader will recall, in our previous 
meditations, and the little gained quickens surely our desire for 
deeper acquaintance with Himself. "To whom coming," says 
Peter, "a living stone." fror need we fear repetition, since the 
fulness which is before us in these holy pages will be upon our 
lips for evermore. 

The words " Son of. Man " were often on the lips of our Lord 
when speaking of Himself, and that even in those incidents of 
His life which were more definitely connected with the house of 
Israel. We can feel in proportion as we are taught that this was 
a necessity, for being a representative people what applied to 
them applied to all ; for this reason we are permitted to see the 
mediatorial place of the Son in all the great leading landmarks 
of His history. What has been spoken of as wisfiom's seven 
pillars, viz., His Birth, Baptism, Ten1ptation, Transfiguration, 
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension, bear witness to this in a 
remarkable way. The Virgin's Son is the Woman's seed, and 
though coming in connection with Israel (Rev. xii.), is the 
Manchild brought forth to rule all nations ; the baptism in the 
Jordan, and the Holy Ghost coming upon Him, shows the 
anointing of the true meat-offering, the anointed Man who 
was here for the pleasure of God. And so it was with all the 
others, for who, that is taught of God, cannot see in the tempta
tions and transfiguration of our Lord, as well as in the three 
later events, that He was standing for God, the representative 
of Hi1n in the creation ? 

If we linger a moment over His wondrous pathway we are 
reminded that He who was the source of all that is morally good 
and blessed is here covering Himself with fresh glories in the 
place of man's sin. How utterly incomprehensible all this is to 
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the n1ind of the 1nan of the world ? Here was One whose delight 
it was to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever. Have we noted 
sufficiently the 1noral beauty exhibited in His unfaltering trust 
and unshaken confidence in God in every circumstance right on 
to death itself? The best of men become chilled and discouraged 
through lack of appreciation of their services by their fellows : 
He was always the same. Surrounded by lack of sympathy and 
tender sensibilities which produced misunderstanding and even 
desertion by his friends, malevolent and cruel persecution by 
enemies, nothing could turn Him aside or diminish the un
wearied activities of His goodness in carrying out the will of 
God. As to demeanour He vaunted not Himself nor was puffed 
up; so meek and lowly indeed that an Apostle could beseech 
the saints " by the meekness and gentleness of Christ." He 
who was rich became poor, down even to a bondsman's form, 
and by the prophetic Spirit we hear Him say, "I am no prophet, 
I am a tiller of the ground, for man acquired me as bondman 
from my youth" (Zech. xiii. 5, New Translation). He could say, 
"I am among you as one that serves"; " My Father worketh 
hitherto and I work"; "The Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister and to give His life a ransom 
for many." 

But what must have been His feelings in a world where man 
had departed from God and at his best was living in a show of 
vanity and appearances? What, we ask, could be the feelings 
of One whose holy sensibilities could not be blunted by sin as He 
beheld man religiously, socially, and politically under the power 
of sin and death. Able to estimate sin in the light of the divine 
majesty in all its enormity and beholding the indisputable sway 
of death over the whole race ; surely it was not possible for Him 
to be other than a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
And yet there was a joy, a holy joy, there with which nothing 
could interfere; a joy which sprang from unbroken comn1union 
and heavenly intimacy which belonged to the relationship in 
which He stood with the Father though He was in a scene of sin 
and death. He was dependent, sorrowful, made to suffer and 
despised, but never murmured or was embittered. No despairing 
words fell from Him like what may be heard from a Moses or an 
Elijah, a Job or a J cremiah (N um. xi. 11-r4 ; 1 Kings xix. 4 ;
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Job iii. 3-14; Jer. xx. 14-18). Paul could say: "I exercise 
1nyself to have always a conscience void of offence," not so with 
our Lord. It never says He was exercised, doubted, believed, 
or hoped in the way such words are used of His greatest servants. 
We have said before that He never had anything to withdraw, 
but may we not go further and assert that there could be no 
misund_erstanding or wit's end as we speak. Our common 
vocabulary of think, wish, feel, or long for, could iri no wise be 
applied to Him. Imperfection has its ideals, and every bit of 
knowledge gained proves ignorance ; but in these things as in 
all else the Man Christ Jesus stood alone. 

But withal He wa.s a dependent Man and a Man of prayer. 
In Luke's Gospel He is seen many times praying, and many of 
the outstanding events of His ministry are connected with His 
communings with God. At His. baptism, at the call of the 
Apostles, after feeding the 5,000, and before walking on the sea, 
at His transfiguration, as well as Gethsemane and the Cross. 
What was the subject of many of these prayers we are not 
told, and yet there is much we might gather since we read how 
that His ear was opened morning by morning that He might 
succour those that were weary. He prayed as none other 
prayed, using, too, a word all His own, for His prayers like His 
obedience and service must for ever stand alone. 

In this world we have kings and subjects, masters and 
servants, supreme and subordinate, etc., but in our Lord both 
thoughts combine, there we see supremacy and service, authority 
and subjection ; cut off in the midst of His days, yet continuing 
through all generations, all of which hangs upon the mystery of 
the incarnation which must for ever defy the creature's ability to 
understand. 

With your permission, then, dear reader, we would before 
leaving this matchless theme, let the heart loose in all affection 
after the adored object of its delights. If I go through these holy 
Gospels hanging on the footsteps of divine love, drawn by the 
attractions of One whom I have learned to know and to love by 
my deepest needs; One who is everything to me, whose move
ments entrance my poor heart, so that my soul adores; One who 
can say," Before Abraham was I am," who is marked by majesty, 
splendour, and wonder ; controlling creation, yet stooping to the 

3 
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cries of a frail mortal; equal with tI1c Father but stooping to 
wash the disciples' feet ; here, oh here, my soul rests in the 
tranquillity of bliss, and with His gracious approval I pillow my 
weary head upon His blessed breast. Here I taste a love that 
interests itself in su.ch as me and that will take its own, though 
poor and ignorant, into confidence with itself in all the holy 
intimacy which it delights to bestow, keeping nothing back from 
the inquiring heart of all the interests, plans, and n:iovements of 
the Godhead, in the working out of the counsels of eternal love. 
Here there is intimacy but no familiarity ; matchless mystery of 
grace that frail and feeble mortals can be at home with Him who 
in His own mysterious greatness must l>e beyond them for 
evermore. 

But like Moses, I would still draw near. He beckons me to 
Himself to dwell in the home _of love begetting fullest confidence 
because of a nature and relationship which permits of no distrust. 
But there is more, for He makes known His interest in me not 
merely by meeting my needs but by communicating His own 
and the Father's interests, so that I might know the things of 
the Father and the Son and with an enlarged capacity be able to 
appreciate the wondrous heavenly favour heaped upon my soul. 
But still I linger and gaze with adoration upon Himself noting 
His power over all things, physically in the grandeur of creation, 
morally in the ranks of created intelligences, and above all His 
relation to the Father and the Holy Spirit in the carrying out of 
all the divine plans for time and eternity, knowing that while He 
is and does all this He has time to think of such as me. He 
calleth His own sheep by name, notes the town, street, and 
house where they live ; wonder of wonders He creates, upholds, 
governs, and supplies, but beyond all this He loves. It is 
because He loves and' is love that He does everything else, and 
it is because of this He interests Himself in me. 

We make no apology for this since there is a distinct call for 
living affections for Christ. Orthodoxy, however good it may 
be, is not enough; there must be vitality. The well-known 
saying that one may be as clear as a sunbeam and as cold as an 
iceberg describes that which is sadly possible because of a 
mental acquisition of holy things. Surely there is abundant 
scriptural warrant in the way saints are seen all through the 
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ages. giving expression to the joy that filled their souls through 
occupation with the Lord and what He has revealed of Himself; 
if in the twilight of God's ways saints are found voicing their 
appreciation of heaven we who live in the full light of divine 
revelation may well let ourselves go. "' Let the heavens rejoice 
and let the earth be glad ; let the sea roar and the f ulness 
thereof." Are we not reminded here of the words of the Lord 
when asked by the ,Pharisees to rebuke His disciples for this 
very thing : " I tell you that if these should hold their peace 
the stones would immediately cry out." It was a saying of an 
eminent servant-= of Christ about Samuel Rutherford : " For 
an hour at glory's gate commend me to heavenly Master 
Rutherford." 

All that we can ever know of God must come to us by redemp
tion, the person of the Son, His work upon the Cross, and both of 
these for us, the latter being the means by which we can be 
brought in to appreciate and take delight in the former so that our 
hearts may be captivated by and for Himself, even now is a thing 
worthy of God Himself. Such a life as His must remain for ever 
blooming in the garden of God in all its holy fragrance ; no books, 
even the world itself could not contain it; thank God the heavens 
will, for there it will be enshrined upon an ornament carved out 
as fruit of God's eternal counsels, to be read throughout eternal 
days. The assembly now being formed is that in which all that 
Jesus is and has done will be treasured up for ever for God's 
eternal praise. 

If the glory of that life is so far beyond us what shall be said 
of His death where all the accumulated forces of evil are seen at 
work spending themselves upon the sinless One. Before the 
Council the charge was, He called Himself the Son of God ; 
before Pilate it was that He claimed to be a King ; but with the 
people it was, " Behold the Man." Ecclesiastically, politically, 
and socially the world would not have Him. At that very time, 
however, something infinitely more solemn came to pass, for 
having taken the place of the sinner's surety there could be no 
help for Him in God. The Righteous. One is abandoned and 
treated as guilty by His God. In these closing hours we read of 
the mock robe which is said to be scarlet, purple, and gorgeous; 
there need be no contradiction, for as we have seen, the first two 
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are closely connected and may well be called gorgeous, but all 
foreshadows the time when every glory shall be set forth 
in Hi1n. 

But think for a moment on the connection between His birth 
and death. Both were a necessity and each lay outside the 
common course of mankind. He chose to be born of a virgin ; 
no one else ever had any choice about his birth; He lived outside 
the common course of that life which" must needs die," yet gave 
Himself up to the shameful death of the Cross. The period of 
His life here must eternally abide before God, ever producing 
fresh praise in all its imperishable and incomprehensive grandeur, 
but it had to come to an end. His people's state called for relief 
and God's glory called for a sacrifice, hence the necessity of the 
sacrifice at Calvary. The presence of Moses and Elijah with 
Him on the holy mount proved the necessity of the Cross for the 
securing of their right to be there, but the glory in which He 
Himself shone on that occasion necessitated death, for on the 
Mount of Transfiguration He stood anticipatively in the glory 
of redemption. On His side, too, there was a necessity for death 
that He might take up the place appointed for man in the counsels 
of God. He comes upon the scene to walk in the path of responsi
bility by way of the virgin's womb, but enters the place and 
condit_ion marked out in the purpose of God by resurrection from 
the dead. " This is He that came by water and blood." As He 
said to the two on the way to Emmaus: "Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? " (Luke 
xxiv. 26).

In resurrection we see the new state, and what it involved, for,
though not yet ascended to heaven, the links are cut with flesh 
and blood ; not only does the world see Him no more, but His 
friends cannot have Him in the same associations as before. But 
if He could not be with them in the same order of life as before, 
His love had made a way for them to be with Him in the new 
conditions in which He now stood beyond death. The forty days 
are evidently peculiar, since they tell of One who has left' this 
world but not yet gone to heaven; in the wisdom of God they 
set forth the position of His own for which they would need 
the presence and power of the Holy Ghost after He had gone 
on high. 
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This exaltation to the right hand of God is still more 
wonderful. Who can estimate the changes involved in the 
ranks of creation by His going there ? We should mark well 
the bearing of this new thing upon man and the earth, for 
His going there had in view the sending of the Holy Ghost, 
an event which puts this planet and the beings upon it in a 
place of immeasurable favour before God. The events of the 
moment are of such enormous import that heavenly intelligences 
must stand by; they desire to look into these things, but a 
divine person is here to Whom is committed the whole range 
of the interests of Christ. 

So many important principles are seen at the point we have 
reached that it is needful to take account of the position. On the 
side of purpose Christ had appeared in the end of the ages to put 
away sin, while in the bearing of the divine ways and man's 
responsibility He had been offered to the world and refused. 
Before going to the Cross He had pronounced judgment 
on the world, but before that judgment is carried out and the 
full public result is seen in the glorious reign of the Son of 
Man there comes a sudden break in the outward dealings of 
God with the world. In divine wisdom all public transactions 
with man and the world cease, and the intervening gap during 
which the assembly is brought upon the scene begins to run 
its course. 

It is this gap of time when Israel is set aside and under 
judgment, and the Church, the heavenly company, is being called 
out, which demands our deepest attention, because in it we have 
not what is of earth and time but what is heavenly and eternal. 
The Son of Man, while waiting for the full public answer to all 
that He has done, is glorified in God. His atoning work had 1net 
the sin question in i_ts bearing on the whole creation and paid the 
price for the r_edemption of the whole in which way He stamped 
His claim upon it with a view to putting the whole under His 
beneficent sway. 

This will be the full answer to what He has done, and in that 
way the thoughts of inherited and acquired glory are brought 
together : what He inherits, as the appointed heir of all, He 
acquires by His death; all to be taken up in the double claim of 
personal and redemption rights, but between the Cross and the 
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glory there comes in the gap of which we speak-the present 
Church-age during which time He is in a more wonderful place 
still-glorified in God. 

Had the public ·ways of God gone on, judgment must have 
come upon the guilty world immediately after Christ went on 
high, but instead, the Holy Ghost comes down, and the Gospel, 
with the full blessing of God, begins to go out far and wide. The 
atoning work of His Son had so met the claims of God, and the 
majesty of His throne, that for the moment judgment would have 
been out of place, and instead a holy banquet to which all 
mankind are called, takes its place. This is the Gospel. Heaven 
rings with joy, and to the world guilty of the Saviour's death the 
Spirit is sent to bring men into the feast. What a triumph for 
God, and what a marvellous display of His grace and patience : 
He 1neets the creature's worst by His very best at the time of 
that creature's greatest extremity. At the moment when the 
world-both Jew and Gentile-had left itself open to unsparing 
judgment and had incurred the greatest debt, He frankly forgave 
them both. Nor did it stop at forgiveness merely, for the feast 
is spread and the dress for the guests provided (see the best robe, 
Luke xv.); that the fruits of Christ's victory may be seen by the 
saints being before God vested in the beauty of His Son. This is 
where the proclamation of the Gospel links with the counsels of 
eternity, bringing to light the secret that men should be brought 
into sonship and that the Church should be presented to Christ as 
His complement, the fulness of Him who filleth all in all, so that 
when the heir comes into His inheritance the bride is seen 
associated with Him in all that pertains to His glory in that vast 
domain. Note, then, the perfect beauty of God's ways combined 
with all that He ever proposed in counsel as brought out in this 
divine parenthesis; had His judgment fallen when Christ 
ascended there could have been no heavenly ·city and no suitable 
helpmeet for the Man of His counsels. It had been written long 
before, " It is not good that the man should be alone. I will 
make him a helpmeet for him " ; we can see surely that not merely 
Adam but Christ was then before Him. All these things con
verge, so to speak, at one point. Christ's rejection, the end of 
man's testing, and of his moral history and the judgment of the 
world in the Cross. In this way room is made for bringing into 
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effect the counsels of eternity, the revelation of heavenly things, 
and the call of the new heavenly company. 

Before passing on to the nature and calling of the Church, a 
few words are necessary on the truth of deliverance on account of 
its being the process of experience the soul must pass through 
before entering properly into these things. Who that is ac
quainted with the movements of God's testimony during the last 
century does not know that the conflict of truth raged round the 
fact of the accomplishment of divine righteousness in the Cross, 
and the consequent inauguration of a new creation by resurrec
tion. The battle-ground lay chiefly in the Epistle to the Romans. 
In the most elaborate argument perhaps ever put upon paper 
the Apostle brings out there the way that divine righteousness 
had been established in the judicial removal of man in the flesh 
from the platform of God's dealings and a new order of man seen 
in a risen Christ now before the face of God for ever. Much was 
made to revolve around the phrase, " Union in Incarnation." 
The assertion of this in one way or another by many was a denial 
of man's lost state in Adam and amounted to the averment that 
in becoming Man the Son had connected Himself morally with a 
fallen race. We may be thankful that there were those raised up 
of God who were enabled to put before the saints that which had 
been before given through the Apostle. It was amply demon
strated from the scriptures by one well-known servant that not 
only could there be no moral link with man in Adam but there 
could be no union between Christ and the believer till after 
redemption was accomplished, by which the sinful state was set 
aside in judgment. 

Conditions have changed since then, but alas, not for the 
better. The same truth is opposed to-day though in a different 
way among those who stood so valiantly for it then. Union with 
Christ is admitted, but the subjective work of the Spirit is denied 
or beclouded with the result that the richest blessings are accepted 
and spoken of as possessed without the necessary state for their 
enjoyment. It is not uncommon to meet with those who assume 
to be seated in heavenly places in Christ, and very zealous· for the 
truth in orthodox statements, who show a great deal of activity 
in the Gospel but yet ignore the Spirit's work and practically 

. deny the new creation. This ·Jack of deliverance frmn the flesh, 
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and ability to take account of oneself under the Headship of 
Christ as belonging to a new race, produces a class of Christians 
that can be outwardly devoted but know nothing of the offence 
of the Cross. God's richest blessings are slighted, the path of 
separation unknown, the very birthright of souls is lost and God 
dishonoured. 

We insist, then, that deliverance by the death of Christ is the 
key to the whole situation : it opens up to the soul another order 
of things beyond death, while at the same time it enables us to 
see everything in this world at its true moral value. Where it is 
refused, no matter how conscientious the person is, there is bound 
to be confusion, because the person is surrounded with disorder 
and can see no way out. 

But now we turn for a few moments to the place of the 
assembly and those things which are so blessedly reached by the 
journey of the soul from Adam to Christ. 



PART III 

THE distinctive place of the· Church is set before us in the 
writings of Paul, and it may help considerably if we point out 
certain lines of truth which, though not arbitrary, may be of use 
to make clear the view. First, the place of our Lord in connection 
with Israel, but refused by them and the blessing made good in a 
remnant which forms, so to speak, the link between the present 
position of that nation and the full blessing of a coming day. 
Matthew, Hebrews, and 1 Peter give these things with the book 
of the Acts in between as showing the transition of the Israel of 
God frmn the place of the guilty nation to a new heavenly calling 
by companionship with Christ where all the spiritual fulness 
which was hidden in the types is known and enjoyed. Second, 
the more general place of the Lord where He is seen in relation 
to the whole earth. This the Gospels of Luke and John clearly 
bring out and go on with Paul to His rightful place in the creation. 
The close connection between Paul and Luke is beautifully seen 
in the way the latter introduces the new heavenly company 
in his Gospel and the former the extent of the heavenly 
calling. John connects with both the above, but is more 
occupied with the circle of love proper to the Father and the 
Son and the range of family relationships which are ours in that 
connection, things which scarcely come within the scope of our 
present meditation. 

Apart, then, from the third line of things which is given 
chiefly in John, we have the circle of divine interests in regard to 
the Davidic kingdom which began properly with Abraham, then 
Christ the Centre of the ways of God in regard to all things. All 
that is seen in the first is the promise of the second, for just as 
each of the colours of the rainbow may be seen in one drop of 
rain so all the variety of glory seen in Israel in the past will 
ultimately expand and fill the whole creation. Not only does 
the kingdom and temple with their gorgeous array of grandeur 
and beauty furnish typical proof of the magnificence of the larger 
system, but what is seen in the divine ways with men like 
Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon speaks of the system 
dimly foreshadowed in the head of gold and reaches out to the 
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holy universal order as described in Ps. viii., 1 Cor. xv., Eph. i., 
and Heb. ii. 

Having glanced in "Scarlet" at the Church as the vessel of 
God's ways, in time, we may now look at that same vessel in 
relation to the counsels of eternity. Here let it be said that one's 
feeble apprehension of this great theme is most humbling; it 
must be confessed with shame the want of ability to value and 
dwell upon that which is the richest and innermost part of divine 
counsel and the very masterpiece of God. Not to make much of 
the assembly (viewed in its proper place in Christ) is to slight 
that which is nearest His heart and for which He not only parted 
with all that He had but freely gave Himself. We are creatures 
of extremes, and constantly need to be balanced; may we 
suggest, that if a little of the time given to dispensational and 
prophetic truth was devoted to the grand solution of moral 
questions and the revelation of heavenly and eternal verities 
which are now brought out in connection with the assembly,_ in 
this the Spirit's day, it would be most wholesome both for saints 
and servants. The ways of God in relation to the dispensations 
are most blessed to know ; the truth, indeed, so hangs together 
that one cannot be known without the other, and in this way 
many Bible students are able to correctly place the dispensations 
and give the assembly her true place in relation to all the rest ; 
but surely there is much more to be gained than this. If we 
could see that the assembly as united to Christ gathers up in 
herself all the deep moral principles of the past, combining with 
it what will be seen in the future, besides her own unique place 
in relation to Christ as the vessel of counsel, surely we would give 
ourselves more to the contemplation of such things. Does anyone 
ask proof of what is here advanced ? Nothing is more simple, 
since all that is in the head is for the body and all that the bride
groom takes up is shared by the bride. Israel will know Him 
as the glorious Messiah and the nations of the world rejoice before 
Him as the Son of Man ; but, as being His royal consort, the 
assembly is to know Him in every way in which He is to be 
known. All, therefore, that the gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and 
fine-twined linen adumbrate, speaks of that which those who 
form the bride of Christ are being educated in to-day. It will 
not be doubted by anyone taught of God that heavenly as well as 
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earthly things are laid out before us in the present economy of 
grace in a way they never were before. Let us therefore take 
courage and seek through grace to apprehend the favour of the 
moment. Though surrounded with all the evil of apostate 
Christendom, it is a time when the secrets of eternity are out, 
the motives of the Godhead are laid bare, and not only are the 
counsels of God disclosed, but all that He is in nature, character, 
and being is brought within the reach of faith with the express 
purpose of forming a company to be heavenly in character and 
conduct, though still in a bodily condition which cannot go beyond 
the earth. Surely there is a moral fitness in all this and a moral 
necessity for it which lies deeply in the nature of things, and which 
stamps itself upon the heart as of God, and which is right because 
He it is that does it. 

Here, beloyed reader, there is a point that must not be 
passed over. How often when servants of the Lord have been 
endeavouring to open out these things have we heard the com
plaint : " It is far too deep " ; or, " It is beyond us ; it is 
over our heads." Surely if such things are given to us of God 
it is meet that we should seek through grace to understand and 
appreciate them. But apart altogether from the danger of slight
ing such things, or they who seek to speak of them, is there not 
a mistake in the reasoning ? · We believe there is, and that it lies 
in the failure to distinguish between the intelligence and the moral 
consciousness in man. In acquiring knowledge we have to 
labour and go step by step from that which is elementary to what 
is- advanced, but this is merely a means to an end, -for to be 
effectual that which is taken in by the mind must reach the heart 
_by the conscience (we speak of the children of faith) setting God 
before the soul in the fulness of revelation and glory. It becomes 
us, then, to encourage each other ; God is training His people for 
a great and glorious position, and what He has put before us in 
His Word He can teach us by His Spirit so that even now we may 
climb the delectable mountains and behold the celestial expanse 
which lies spread out before the soul's gaze, producing praise 
and worship to such a great and wonderful God. 

From this digression we turn to speak of the assembly, and 
would remark that there are three expressions in the writings of 
Paul which serve to bring out the calling and relationship of those 
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who forn1 that company in a very blessed way. There is first 
"The mystery" from which comes the place of the Church as 
the body of Christ, and following upon that the truth of the bride 
wherein she is fitted in nature and affection for Himself. All 
three thoughts hang together, each in tum serving to bring the 
other into view. 

The Mystery.-" The truth of the mystery," it has been said, 
"includes four things : 1st, the revelation of God's counsels 
concerning Christ as the second Man ; 2nd, the relation of the 
Church to Him as His body and bride ; 3rd, the nature of this 
union; 4th, what the Head is to the body and to each individual 
member. In other words, it is the unfolding of the glory of the 
Head, the grace which has set the Church in relation to Him in 
that glory, and what the Head is to the body for its present 
maintenance while on earth" (Chrz'stz'an Friend, 1892, p. 68). 

The mystery, then, is not the person of Christ-there we have 
a mystery which can never be known-nor is it the Church how
ever richly blest in the sovereignty of God. No ; it is the grand 
secret of eternity in which the Church i's seen z"n Christ and Christ 
in the Church. It is the outcome of divine counsels that the Son 
should become Man, taking up the whole creation as his inherit
ance in virtue of the Cross and form through redemption a 
company which should stand in relationship with Himself as 
helpmeet and be associated with Him in his royal sway. 

We are told that this mystery was kept secret since the world 
began, and that it was not made known to the sons of men ; it was 
hid in God, and before time began it was nearest His heart, for it 
was according to· His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Between Christ Himself and those who form it there is complete 
identity of life and nature, and it is that which gives perfect finish 
to all the dealings of God with mankind. To the Apostle was 
given the revelation of it with a view to complete the Word of 
God. All this is seen to fit in with the protracted dealings of 
God with the world, and shows how that judgment could not 
immediately follow the crime which put the Son of God on the 
cross : time must be given for the call of the bride, for the MAN

is not to be alone. 
Having stepped into the creation by becoming Man, the Son 

accomplishes redemption and takes up a company which is spoken 
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of as His fulness-the complement of the Man Christ Jesus. 
No words could duly emphasise this, for indeed it is spoken of as 
the impelling motive that governed the Creator in bringing the 
creation into being (Eph. iii. 9, 10). "The mystery was the 
secret of the Creator, hence the whole creation had some reference 
to it, when the assembly has its place in glory it will be a blessing 
to the whole creation." Those brought into it had partaken of 
sinful human nature by virtue of their relation to Adam; that 
that condition might be put away Christ went to the Cross and in 
resurrection the Holy Ghost came to form them after Himself, 
whereby there might be evolved from Him that which should in 
this special way be eternally suitable to His own heart. The 
relative importance of this may be seen in Ephesians, where the 
saints are viewed as the House of God ; there, the variety of 
divine blessing is marked out but the mystery is singled out for 
special treatment and enlarged upon by the Spirit in the paren
thesis of Chapter iii. In the latter half of Chapter ii. we get the 
new man, Reconciliation, the Kingdom, the City and Temple, 
all the necessity of the House in verse 2 2 ; but the mystery is 
taken up alone and developed by the Spirit in the fallowing 
chapter. 

The Body of Chrz"st.-This is part of '' the mystery,'' and 
indicates the Church here in the life of Christ her Head. In 
1 Cor. xii. the body is seen as the Vessel of the Holy Ghost, in 
Colossians it is seen as the medium through whz"ch Christ £s set 
forth, and in Ephesians it is the display of the all-varz"ous wisdom 
of God. In the first of these the saints at Corinth are viewed as a 
microcosm of the whole, so that what came out in Christ is 
continued by the Holy Ghost, that through them God might be 
known in the blessing of men. A sphere of life is opened up 
which is properly the domain of the Spirit in which the whole 
Trinity is seen at work; the diversity of gifts are from the sa1ne 
Spirit, the diversity of administrations are from the same Lord, 
and the diversity of operations from the same God. The chapter 
goes on to show the working of these things in the assembly, 
and all in view of the district in which the saints are located in the 
providence of God. There was, it is well known, the manifesta
tion of other spirits at Corinth, but in Christ's assembly there was 
the manifestation of God's presence by the Holy Spirit. 
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At Colosse the vie\v is further enlarged. The greatness of 
Christ is shown in a full and blessed way, and then carried over 
into the reden1ption sphere to show that He, in whom dwells all 
the fulness of the Godhead, is the Head of the Body. If at 
Corinth the saints are seen as the vehicle of the Spirit, here it is 
all the saints on earth for the expression of the sensibilities that 
are in the head. Like the colours of the sun reflected in the 
myriads of water drops which compos.e the rainbow, the moral 
features of Christ are to be seen in His members, which has in 
view the triumph of God in the continuation of His Son here, 
in spite of His refusal by the world. 

Coming to Ephesians there are certain peculiarities which call 
for careful consideration. Here the ground is enlarged so as to 
take in all creation. It is the prerogative of the Book of God to 
speak as no other book could, and in this Epistle what is not yet 
accomplished is spoken of as having come to pass. This is not 
uncommon in Scripture, as every student of the Word knows 
(see Rom. viii. 30 and many other passages). Here the assembly 
is seen as complete, taking in all the saints between Pentecost 
(Acts ii.) and the coming of the Lord for His own (1 Thess. iv.). 
This should be noted, for it leaves room for a freedom of language 
about the assembly both regarding time and space which other
wise we could not understand. Mark well, then, that in this 
Epistle the assembly is seen in her own place all through the 
present age, then in her place of glory in millennial scenes, and 
lastly as the vessel of God's glory in God's eternal day. 

In the combined view we recall that in Corinthians the Body 
is seen locally as the vessel of the Spirit, in Colossians it is the 
whole. company in relation to the greatness of Christ;· but in 
Ephesians it is even now the expression to heavenly intelligences 
of the all-various wisdom of God. In the first we see the super
natural, in the second what is cosmopolitan, and in the third the 
supramundane. At Corinth it is supernatural because of the 
manifestations of the Holy Ghost to be ·seen in them in relation 
to their life here; at Colosse it is cosmopolitan because the whole 
Church on earth is in view looked at as risen together with Christ 
but still on earth; at Ephesus it is supramundane because it is 
not only risen together with Christ but seated in the heavenlies 
in Him. Out of this latter, which refers to space, arises the 
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threefold view in regard to time and eternity, viz., the place 
of the Church to-day, then the position in the age to come, 
and lastly, the dwelling-place of God in eternity. In Chapter 
iii. 9, the celestial intelligences read in her now the all-various
wisdom of God ; in ii. 7, the exceeding riches of His grace
will be seen there in coming ages; but, in iii. 20 and 21, she
will be the resting-place of the divine glory by Christ Jesus
for evermore.

The Bride of Christ.-If the truth of the mystery has shown 
us the Head and the Body, we now come to the Bridegroom 
and the Bride. The first thing we ask the reader to note is that 
in the truth of the body it is the singular but here it is the plural. 
In the former it is ONE; a whole Christ, the body seen in its 
completeness in the head, but in this we have two, the man and 
the woman. But if on different ground with the ascended man 
and His bride before us the truth of the bride depends upon that 
of the body, and we would make clear the connection. It was 
said the other day that " possibly the Holy Ghost had waited for 
these last days before the Lord returns to give greater prominence 
to this the bride-aspect of the Church." We heartily endorse 
tqis, believing that at this moment the Holy Spirit is producing 
in many bridal affections that nothing can satisfy but the 
Bridegroom Himself. 

We have, it is well known, a number of women in the Old 
Testament which foreshadow the assembly as the bride of 
Christ. If we turn to these a moment we shall see that none 
completes the picture like her who was taken out of Adam to be, 
presented to him. Asenath, the daughter of Potipherah, and 
Zipporah the daughter of Jethro, the wives of Joseph and Moses, 
were lifted by their marriage to the rank of their husbands, a 
thing which could not be possible in the case of Eve. With her 
there was equality before the presentation simply because she was 
part of himself. These other women supply an i1nportant part in 
the type as showing how sinful creatures have been lifted from the 
dunghill and exalttd to such a wonderful position ; but with Eve 
it is the type of the assembly as in the purpose of God taken out 
of Christ to be presented to Him. Rebekah would not even fit 
here, for though she was kindred with Isaac and supplies a most 
important point as to our being one with Christ (Heb. ii. 11), 
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she could not supply that part which the first woman docs. As 
Eve ca1ne from Adain when he was in a deep sleep, the assembly 
is taken from Christ in death to be 1nade a suitable companion 
for Hi1n. Our Lord stood alone in the Gospels, but by going 
into death it became possible for the assembly to be taken from 
Hiin, so that she owes her existence to Him, but by way of death, 
and having gone on high He is made "Head over all things to 
the assembly which is His body " (Eph. i. 22). 

The transition is made from the thought of the body to that of 
the bride in the verse just cited (Eph. i. 22), and we can clearly 
see that the figure used goes back to the divine operation upon 
the man in the garden. We pass in thought from the body to 
the bride in the verse in Ephesians in much the same order as 
we reach the man and his wife by the operations of the Lord 
God in Gen. ii. 21-23. The explanatory clause, "The fulness 
of Him who filleth all in all," transfers us in thought from the 
assembly as His body to the assembly as His bride. This should 
be attended to, for it is impossible to connect the idea of union 
with a single personality. All our members are part of our bodies 
as one whole, and cannot be rightly spoken of as united to our 
bodies, but when we come to the assembly as the bride, we are 
immediately prepared for the truth of Eph. v., where the institu
tion of marriage is shown to have had from the beginning Christ 
and the assembly in view. Such thoughts would not fit in with 
what we have seen in Corinthians or Colossians, simply because 
there is no bride equal in rank with the bridegroom, but grasping 
the thought of the duality of persons in Eph. i. 22, in relation to 
Gen. ii. 21 and 22, we immediately see the suitability of Eph. v. 32

with Gen. ii. 24. It is in· the latter that union can be rightly 
spoken of, and we are led with deep delight to see in the light of a 
glorified Christ that God had before Him from the beginning the 
procuring of a bride for His Son. 

All this is connected with the before-time purposes of God, 
and is undoubtedly before the mind of the Lord in the parable of 
the goodly pearl, which we may further connect with His words 
to the Father in John ;xvii. : '' Thine they were and Thou gavest 
them Me." In the great parable chapter (Matt. xiii.), the Lord 
sets before us the beauty of the assembly in His eyes-the one 
pearl of great price. For this He would part with all that He 
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possessed. In doing so He obtained the whole world (a point 
which bears on His place as Son of l\tlan), but it was that He 
1night have the pearl for Himself. She is here viewed in the 
purpose of God in her inherent beauty as fitted for Himself and 
in the incorruptible blessedness of His life and nature before God. 

Both the passage in Matt. xiii. and Eph. v. take account of the 
state which called for the Cross and the work of His grace in us 
by the Spirit forming each individual in a new order, so that in 
the aggregate He might have an helpmeet suited for Himself. 
During the time He is on high there is the calling out, the sanctify
ing and cleansing by the washing of water by the word, and the 
nourishing and cherishing, which produces that unfading youth 
and beauty in His sight where there is neither spot nor wrinkle. 
We have the Cross and the motive for it in regard to that company 
which is taken out of the "all things" to be the consort of Him 
into whose hands all things are put. 

What a marvellous unfolding of heavenly light and blessing 
is brought to us in these last days, and to know too that the issue 
of it all will be the marriage of the Lamb when the glorious 
nuptials shall be celebrated in a scene of heavenly festivity which 
passes beyond all words to describe. Here again let us note 
another threefold description, recalling what we have said about 
the body; she stands to-day in the scene of the bridegroom's 
rejection, espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ; to-morrow 
she shall be seen in the plenitude of glory identified as the city 
of gold, the vessel of divine administration, in the sunny days of 
creation's glory, when all shall adore the King her glorious 
bridegroom ; and, beyond all that, she is seen at the entrance to 
eternity as a bride adorned for her husband, going on into the 
calm of an unruffled eternity of bliss, "Where God shall shine 
in light divine and glory never fading." Shall we ask again the 
question, Is it possible to make too much of this wonderful 
masterpiece of God? One said in our hearing lately, "This 
picture of the Church as the bride of Christ comes into view 
qefore the fall brought sin and death into the world. That is to 
say, the inst�nt creation was completed. God says, as it were, 
I will tell you the great secret of my heart, I will tell you why I 
have brought this creation into being. I am going to secure out 
of it an object to satisfy the heart of Christ." 



30 "PURPLE" 

Thus we can trace her portion in relation to God-Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost; in regard to ti1ne, the present age and the age 
to come; then pass on to God's eternal day, and placing ourselves 
there, in thought, look back over the bridge of time in all its 
wonders and see her place in the heart of the Deity in the eternal 
past; all now perfectly effectuated to God's eternal delight. 
Being the bride of the Lamb she takes her place at the centre 
of the creation with her glorious bridegroom ; to-day, the 
display of God's grace and wisd01n; to-morrow, of His grace 
and glory ; but in eternity the vessel of His glory alone. " Unto 
Him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all the genera
tions of the age of the ages. Amen." 



PART IV 

FROM v1ew1ng the centre of " the vast universe of bliss," let 
us turn for a moment to the circumference. From Christ the 
king and His royal bride, we are privileged to behold something 
of the unity and variety of that vast empire, and take some little 
account of the many families which, it is the purpose of the 
Father, should fill the heavens and the earth. 

For using the expression that "We have to remember that 
the Church is. not everything," in a Scripture reading a brother 
was sharply pulled up and even demanded to withdraw. This, 
of course, he would not do, and to relieve the tension another 
came to the rescue with the illustration that a half-sovereign 
may be much smaller than a crown piece, but is of more value. 
As to the fittingness of the illustration we offer no opinion, but 
express unqualified agreement with the statement that the Church 
is not everything. It must be admitted that our little minds often 
get so warped with the importance of one thing, so as to lose all 
sense of due proportion in the whole. So far is the statement, 
that the Church is everything, from the truth, that it destroys 
the view of the whole. To belittle any one of the circles of the 
vast accumulation of the redeemed families and the rank upon 
rank of heavenly intelligences not only detracts from the place 
of the assembly, but is positively derogatory to the glory of the 
King. When we view Israel in Canaan set up in the midst of 
the nations of the earth, does it not ennoble rather than weaken 
their position to take full account of every nation that then was 
there ? If we view the sun as centre of the solar system, the 
planets that revolve around it at the furthest distance are as 
necessary as those at the nearest place ; the same law that governs 
one governs all, and indeed, the whole is balanced with such 
nicety that the removal of one would be detrimental to the whole; 
so it is i� the moral system, where the law of love is that which 
controls all. It does not detract from the relative place of each 
company in that vast scene of glory to say that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the necessity and guarantee of the life of the whole, 
nor can it possibly lessen His glory to say that every part of it is 
necessary for the display of what is in Hi1nself. 
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How all is to be brought about n1ay engage us for a n1oment, 
for although Christ is at the right hand of God and all things 
put in purpose under His feet, it still remains true that we see 
not yet all things under Him. Such is the certainty of the 
accomplishment that prophecy 1nay be said to be the face of the 
historian turned the opposite way. Let us endeavour to see in 
the space at our disposal how all will be brought to pass. 

The divine government proceeds from the throne of God, but 
it is exercised in a different way, from the time that the sword 
was given to the Gentile than what it had been before, when the 
throne of David was established and Jehovah sat between the 
cherubim. At that solemn crisis in the world's history the state 
of Israel was so bad that they were carried away to Babylon ; 
the glory, symbol of Jehovah's presence departed to heaven, 
Israel ceased to be owned as the people of God, and the times of 
the Gentiles began. From that moment till the present, God's 
holy government, which is certain, has been exercised in an 
indirect and less public way. Instead of ruling from His place 
between the cherubim, He controls all from His throne in 
heaven; an order which must continue, till Christ takes His 
own throne and the public government is made good in His 

· hands. In all this we trace the divine order in creation where
providential government is constantly in exercise and where the
higher intelligences come in as intermediary servants to carry
out the mandates of their Creator for the well-being of man upon
the earth; an order which vividly displays the goodness, wisdom,
and beneficence of the Creator. Now God has put all things into
the hands of His Son, the man Christ Jesus, and the world to
come is not put under angels so that a change in the divine
government of great importance is necessitated. The way this
change is brought about by the transfer of the executive of the
throne of the majesty of God to the hands of the glorified man,
is put before us in the Word and calls both for earnest considera-
tion and our deepest praise.

All this, it need scarcely be said, hangs upon the mystery of
the person of Christ. The sending of the Holy Ghost by Him
at Pentecost was the beginning of a new thing, which it is essential
that we should understand in connection with this change of the
divine government of the world. This new thing was, in a
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spiritual way, and on the principle of faith, the commencement 
of that world over which Christ is set which is destined to expand 
till it covers the universe, and which had been constantly spoken 
of both by promise and prophecy. It exists ever since, but for 
the moment it is spoken of as " God's administration which is in 
faith." Here all is set up under the Son of Man. The present 
world with its nations and kings, senates and armies, etc., is the 
scene of God's holy government where holy angels are His 
ministering spirits for carrying out His will. In the glory syste1n 
all is different. The Lord Jesus Christ who is supreme in ad
ministration concerning all the bounty of God, has sent the Spirit 
in relation not to this world, but in relation to the revelation which 
He Himself had brought. Angels, high and holy beings, must here 
stand aside ; into these things they desire to look ; and, in those 
who are the called of God, they are to learn something which no 
creature in past ages could possibly get to know. All this surely 
accentuates the importance of the present moment and calls for 
faithful men who, in a time of appalling disorder, stake their all 
upon the maintenance of. the claims of God. 

The reader will remark that we are not looking merely at the 
outer framework of the dispensations, nor at the important gap 
in these which is still running its course, but at the inner lining 
or moral fulness of the thoughts, plans, and procedure of God 
which is laid before us in relation to other ages both past and 
future. Stephen beheld the man in the centre of the glory of 
God, and from that point right on through the New Testament 
there is opened up for us the richest unfoldings of God; that we 
may see Him, our glorious Saviour in the exercise of His lordship, 
headship, and priesthood, which is the blessed proof to our souls 
of the place of the anointed man whose administration is not in 
relation to this world, but to all that which concerns the glory of 
our God in the creation as purposed by Him before time began. 

From what has been said it will be seen that certain things are 
the result of a moral necessity, and Christ's present place, at the 
right hand of God being provisional, is one of these (Ps. ex.). 
While refused His rights He engages Himself there, with other 
and deeper things, till the moment when He shall rise to tak_e over 
the full and universal control of all things. Then the world of 
blessing, now known in faith, shall come into full view, and the 
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whole scene of the divine government which is now the sphere of 
angelic service shall pass under His control, they delighting to 
own His sway and adore His holy name. A moment's considera
tion of such things gives us to see how all is measured, planned, 
and timed to fit together for the grand coronation day, when the 
appointed heir shall come into the inheritance in all the dignity 
that is His, in full view of a wondering creation. Let us look for 
a moment at the circumstances connected with the change of the 
divine government as presented in Rev. v. 

It is a scene in heaven, the abode of God and the universe in 
its varied races is represented. The activities of heaven are often 
mentioned in Scripture, as again and again the veil is drawn aside 
that we may learn the wondrous doings of God with the earth in 
connection with the great conflict between good and evil (sec 
Job i., :i Chron. xviii., and Zech. iii.). We read of Moses, with 
Aaron, and his sons, and seventy of the elders, called up " and 
they saw the God of Israel: and there was under His feet as it 
were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body 
of heaven in his clearness" (Exod. xxiv. 9). Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
and Daniel had each been called to witness the movements of 
the throne in its varied actions, and at different epochs, in the 
exercise of the divine government, all of which combined to 
exhibit the majesty and supremacy of God. This scene surpasses 
them all for sublimity of grandeur and splendour of majesty. It 
is a meeting which has in view the assumption of universal 
government by Him who was slain, and all the ·attendant circum
stances are so ordered that nothing may be wanting that could 
impart dignity to the scene. 

The scene on the holy mount had displayed His majesty 
before the chosen three in the days of His flesh, and after He had 
ascended, other three, viz., Stephen, Saul, and John, had beheld 
something of that same majesty. Here He is seen at home, the 
centre not only of myriads of celestial intelligences, but in the 
midst of that host for whom He bled and died. There is first 
the throne and Him that sat upon it, the Holy Lord God 
Almighty ; the seven lamps of fire which are the seven Spirits 
of Gop. ; the four living creatures, full of eyes before and behind, 
expressive of the character of the divine government ; and then 
the twenty-four elders, the whole redeemed company then brought 
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home to heaven. Justice and judgment are the habitation of the 
throne, .and the rainbow round about speaks of His covenanted 
faithfulness in the creation: all the great elements we may say 
of creation, providence, government, and redemption are there. 
Lightning and thunder speak of judgment, for at that very 
moment there is gathering together the greatest combination of 
evil that ever was on earth. 

But if there is thunder in Rev. iv. there is singing in chapter v. 
A sealed book is seen in the hand of Him that sat upon the throne, 
but no man in heaven or earth could open it; it is the title-deeds 
of the Lamb, and the time is come for Him to assert Jlis rights. 
When He took the book this was the signal to begin the new song 
which should travel out to the boundary of creation. What an 
answer to Calvary is here I Who can ever think of what all this 
means for Him, seated in the court of heaven, the centre of 
God's delight, surrounded by hosts of heavenly intelligences and 
at the same time the 01:>ject of the delight of redeemed myriads 
whose presence there made the Cross for Him a necessity? 

We would gladly linger over this scene, but our point is the 
transfer of the action of the throne to Him upon whose shoulder 
rests the government of creation. From this point on in the book 
of Revelation the angels are seen carrying out the behests of 
Him who had prevailed and alone could open the book. "The 
Son of Man," it has been well said, " is the connecting link 
between the purpose of God and the wheels of divine providence, 
as they move on in the accomplishment of all that concerns the 
glory of God for ever and ever," and the providential judgments 
which follow whether the seals, trumpets, or vials are all intro
ductory to the coming forth of the King who, having taken the 
book, controls such judgments. 

· The song in Rev. v. which celebrates the Lamb's praise, takes
in suffering saints on earth and turns the mind to a class which 
may be viewed as the last and perhaps most noble of all that 
grand army of heaven's worthies. Their suffering and death 
necessitate resurrection and translation which will complete the 
circles of blessing in the heavens, but the presence of the king 
Himself is a necessity for the putting things right �pon the earth. 
The fearful state _of things there is seen at its height in the com
bined resistance of the kings and their armies against the coming 
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One. Judgment, which had hitherto been providential, is now 
to be direct from the hands of the Lord who appears with eyes 
as a flan1e of fire and a sharp sword, for, " The Lord shall go 
forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of 
war; he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his 
enemies " (Isa. xlii. 13). 

This judgment, .w!J.ich is Davidic in character, may be said 
to be the vintage of the earth, but there is still the harvest when 
the Son of Man shall sit upon the throne of His glory and all 
the holy angels with Him. There can be no doubt that the 
vintage and harvest include all the judgments which are pre
paratory to the scene of ordered blessing when the earth shall 
be filled with the gl9ry of the Lord as the waters cover the sea; 
the judgment of the great white throne, being a thousand years 
later, is introductory to eternity. Order being effected, the 
king takes His place in the royal city, which is the centre of His 
vast empire, and the place from which His administration 
emanates. 

As we have shown in " Scarlet," Israel will not be forgotten 
in that day. All Scripture shows her to be the centre of blessing 
and glory upon the earth, and the direct link of connection with 
the city of glory above. Jerusalem, set up as a strong city far 
beyond anyt�ing ever known before, shall have put on her 
beautiful garments, and the righteous nation shall have become 
the centre of prosperity and blessing in a scene where all the 
problems which are disturbing society to-day shall find their 
complete solution (Ps. lxxii.). 

It is just here that the difference of the Church's place is seen. 
If Jerusalem is made the centre of the whole earth, the heavenly 
city is the metropolis of the whole creation. It is an aggregate 
of intelligent people, a vast corporation which is seen as the 
crown of all the work of God in His dealings with mankind, a 
city whosa founder and builder is God. The city speaks of 
centralisation, and has been defined to be " the most perfect 
realisation and the most convenient representation of society in 
its maturity." What thinking person can fail to see right fro11;1 
the building of the Cain city, the tendency on the part of man for 
centralisation. The closing book of the Bible sets before us two 
cities : one the climax of civilisation, fruit of the industry, in-
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genuity, and device of man, as having departed from God ; the 
other, the blessed expression of the wisdom, skill, and resource 
of God. 

In the vast system around us, where civilisation has risen to 
such a height, all the revenues of the centuries have come down 
to us. Nature, science, and history have been explored to supply 
us with their varied stores, so that a range of knowledge is brought 
to us far beyond what was considered possible by those gone 
before. Facilities for pleasure, pride, and idleness, fruit of many 
inventions ; and, legislation for the masses, so that " Rich and 
increased with goods" is much _in evidence. Here is found the 
accumulated results of the industry of ages, and all the refined 
capabilities of man's complex being is expanded to their utmost 
to make the earth a place of rest and satisfaction without God. 
Respectability, refinement, and "prohibition " are all found in 
this city ; schemes, too, for destroying slums and building garden 
cities, etc. , etc. ; but with it all infidelity, godlessness, and 
opposition to Christ on every hand. · 

In the midst of all this God is working. His eye is on every 
one and on every element of the situation, and if His blinding 
judgment seems to be resting on many who lead the van in 
apostasy, there is, on the other hand, many tens of thousands who 
love Him and delight to own that they owe their all to Him whose 
precious blood was shed for their salvation. Note, too, how He 
1nakes even the evil to serve Him, for " All things serve His 
might." Those who are to be-in the king's service, in the city of 
glory, in the glorious administration of divine justice, are being 
trained for office in the circumstances they are made to pass 
through to-day. While all the capabilities of man in the flexi
bilities of his soul are being stretched to the utmost in the race 
for life in science, commerce, and politics, there are those who 
are being fitted, while passing through the same things, for filling 
an office in the administration of the city and its glorious king. 
In that scene the officers of the king will take up positions which 
call for resource, and the ability to deal with men and circum
stances. This resource is developed by a course of training 
which shows the importance, for the Christian, of the interval 
between His first confession of Christ, and the moment when he 
enters his heavenly home. 
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But now look at God's city. There is no brick and slime here. 
The whole structure is composed of living stones. Its construc
tion has been going on in the hands of a divine architect since the 
day of Pentecost, and it is prepared against that day when chaos, 
thank God, shall give place to cosmos, in a creation which will 
be filled with the light and excellency of Christ to the everlasting 
delight of God. There is gold, silver, and precious stones in 
Babylon, but· no living stones ; these belong to the heavenly 
system where the city is pure gold, like unto clear glass, and 
garnished with all manner of precious stones. It is the central 
part of that mystery in which is hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Faith by producing divine instinct, as well as 
by scriptural intelligence, ever looked forward to it, and every 
principle brought out in the course of divine dealings down 
through the ages finds a place there. Sacrifice in regard to 
righteousness as in Abel, prophecy and translation in Enoch, 
salvation and government in Noah, all is found there. Again, 
we get headship as represented in Adam, blessing as in 
Abraham, dwelling as in Moses, and ruling as represented 
in David. 

But besides this blessed accumulation of heavenly principles 
which have been displayed in .the ways of God, there is also the 
witness to His counsels which existed before the world began. 
Christ Himself the centre of these counsels and the assembly 
His body and His bride. Here both the counsels of God and His 
time ways meet, finding in both their consummation and rest, 
and solving to our adoring hearts the great enigma of the past ; 
explaining, too, the secret of why the creation came about, and 
the wonderful mystery of His forbearance with all that which so 
long called in question His honour ; all, all is there, because He 
is there in whom it all centres, and from whom it all sprang, 
and by whom it shall all be upheld throughout everlasting days 
to the glory and praise of God. 

There is the throne of God and the Lamb, while in the river 
all is seen as under the influence·.and power of the Holy Ghost. 
The rays of the glory will rest upon those brought into the place 
of nearness, and will pass from them to the varied circles meeting 
each in perfect suitability with their moral constitution, and the 
relationship in which they stand. The tree with its twelve manner 



"PURPLE" 39 

of fruits for the glorified, and the leaves for the healing of the 
nations. 

We have noted her ministry earthward (see " Gold"), but as 
the helpmeet of the king her service shall extend to the utmost 
bound of the creation. The same chapter which speaks of her 
a�tivity towards the �orld tells also of the same towards the 
higher intellig�nces (see I Cor. vi.), which in the nature of things 
is a moral necessity. While forming the link Qetween the 
creation and Him who· created it, she is distinct in some sense 
from it. As ·sharing with Him for whom it was all created and 
as the bride of Him who is the centre of God's counsels, she has 
her place with Him in giving effect to these counsels: 

Here, beloved reader, ponder with us a moment this expression 
of the Purple. See the Son of Man of the Gospels, the Son of 
Man who is now glorified in God, the Son of Man with a golden 
crown coming forth to judge, and then behold Him as the man 
of Ephesians i. 20-23, with His glorious bride at the centre- of a 
universe made glad with His glorious sway. See Him, the God 
who stooped to this earth and manhood to settle the question of 
sin, the centre of the Father's counsels, who hurls from their 
place every fallen dignity and prostrates every foe, cleansing both 
the heavens anc;I the earth and bringing in everlasting ·righte?US
ness, for He must reign till He shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power and all enemies under His feet. Should we 
not then, my rea:der, delight in the grace which has enabled us to 
bow and own Him Lord and God now, -and seek to apprehend 
1nore of the wonderful things of our God who has connected us 
with His Son as members of His body, soon to be with Him on 
high to serve and praise· Him for evermore. 

Having become man He remains ·that for ever, and at the 
end of the kingdom age," when all that is connected with time has 
been brought to a finish and the former things shall have passed 
away, the assembiy is seen as a· bride adorned for her husband 
going on into an eternity of bliss. There in the beauty of the 
divine nature, for stones and pearls are not required, she shall be 
the suited dwelling-place of God for His eternal delight and in 
His eternal day. 

Blessed be Jehovah, God of Israel, from eternity to eternity ! 
And let all the people say, Amen I Hallelujah! 
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