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PREFACE. 

Why have I written this book? I was first led to 
do so through receiving a letter from a Christian lady 
in the Midlands, saying- that there had been a 
Conference of Ministers of the Gospel in her town ; 
that the principal subject discussed was the person¬ 
ality of Satan, and that the almost unanimous con¬ 
clusion was against it. 

I know that this is very much " in the air " in these 
days, and many who would not definitely say that they 
disbelieved in his personality, yet are careful not to 
commit themselves to such an unpopular belief. 
Satan is politely bowed out of existence, and this is 
undoubtedly at his own instance, for like a skilful 
general he knows the wisdom of concealing his 
presence, and hiding" his guns behind masked 
batteries. 

I felt constrained, therefore, to set forth what the 
Scriptures reveal of him and his works, and also to 
show what light is thrown by this upon the history of 
evil in the world. 

But I soon found that I could not properly enter 
into the subject of his origin, showing also his 
enmity and his great conspiracy against the Lord and 
His Anointed, without at the same time musing 
reverently upon some of " the deep things of God," 
as far as He has been pleased to reveal them to us in 
His Word. 

I have sought to write upon such a subject in no 
presumptuous spirit, but in humility, after careful 
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thought and much earnest prayer for the light and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. If, notwithstanding 
this, I have in the case of some things which are not 
clearly revealed, come to conclusions differing from 
those of many honoured servants of God, and if any 
such should read my book, I hope they will bear with 
me and see whether or not my views are borne out 
by a further consideration of the Word of God. 

My only desire is that God may be glorified, and 
that the machinations of the Wicked One may be 
exposed to any of my readers who have not already 
known the "depths of Satan," for it has always been 
of great importance, and never more so than in these 
days, that we " be not ignorant of his devices." 

If God should graciously use this volume as a 
means of helping some brother or sister in the Lord 
to clearer views of truth, or, yet more, to deliver 
some souls from the power of darkness and translate 
them into the kingdom of His dear Son, this would 
indeed be my joy and crown of rejoicing " in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at His coming." 

H.D.B. 



GOD AND SATAN. 

CHAPTER I. 

God Manifest in Nature* 
" I N THE BEGINNING GOD."—These words alone 

solve all the mysteries which have in all ages 
baffled the mind of man to understand ; they are the 
key and the only key that unlocks all the secrets of 
Nature. We are surrounded on every hand by 
mysteries so great, so deep, so impenetrable, that it 
is impossible for us with our small smoky torches to 
light up the darkness. Oh how men have tried and 
Still try to know without God what things are and 
how they came to be, vainly imagining that the inner¬ 
most secrets of Nature are open to their gaze. 

True, in the investigation of Nature men have 
wrought marvels, and have opened up to us vistas of 
beauty and glory that compel our utmost admiration, 
and to the devout mind show forth the wonderful 
works of God. They can tell us much, very much, of 
the wonderful facts of Nature, they have discovered 
many of its unerring" laws, and they can show us not 
a few of its hidden workings. All such knowledge is 
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8 GOD AND SATAN. 

intensely interesting and of very great value ; and to 
the laborious toilers along these intricate paths we 
owe an incalculable debt of gratitude. Man has, 
moreover, laid hold of some of the mighty forces of 
nature and bound them to his service, till his mastery 
of the elements seems almost miraculous. 

But when he attempts to tell us, without God, how 
these facts first came into existence, what power first 
framed and now governs these laws, the origin of the 
motions of these hidden workings, or tries to explain 
to us the first starting point of those very forces of 
which he makes so much use, he finds himself stand¬ 
ing before a great blank wall which he can neither 
scale nor pass through. 

His own being he can neither explain nor under¬ 
stand. Whence he came, how he exists, or whither 
he goes. The most familiar things within and around 
us are utterly beyond his comprehension. For 
instance: What is life? What produces it? How 
does it cease? What is the "vital principle" of 
which he talks so glibly? What is light? The waves 
of ether perhaps he will tell us ; but how are those 
waves produced and how do waves of ether produce 
light? What is sight? Try to explain it to- a man 
born blind, or sound to a man born stone deaf, or 
tasting or smelling to any one who has no such 
sensation. No, we can only talk of the facts to those 
who already know them by experience. 

And yet men in their vanity and pride, imagining 
that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are 
theirs, presume to tells us how the heavens and earth 
came into existence, and how long it took to complete 
what they imagine to have been "the slow process of 
world making." 
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Nay, there is but one answer to all these question¬ 
ings, and that is given in the sublime words with 
which the Holy Scriptures open : 

" IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS 
AND THE EARTH." 

If we recognize the fact of an eternal omnipotent 
CREATOR who brought into being all things as they are 
and who governs and sustains them by His wisdom 
and power, the mystery is solved. If we do not 
recognise this, we are simply helpless, standing before 
a closed door which we have no key to open. After 
all the attempts of science it is still true, as of old, 
that " through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God so that things which 
are seen were not made of things that do appear." 
(Heb, xi. 3.). 

And here it; is appropriate to point out the supreme 
reasonableness of faith in God and the unreasonable¬ 
ness of faith in man's reason. The latter is often 
spoken of as " the reason which God has given us," 
and it is deemed an act of piety to' follow its dictates ; 
but it is forgotten that our reason has been so marred 
and blinded by sin that it is wholly unreliable—without 
Divine light it is completely in the dark. 

As the surface of a deep, clear pool, when still, 
reflects perfectly the heavens above, but when stirred 
by a passing wind the reflection is gone, so human 
reason, created to reflect like a beautiful mirror the 
mind of God, has through the motions of sin lost all 
its power, and now only reflects the storms, and 
passions, and prejudices of the human heart. No two 
people on all the earth think exactly alike upon every¬ 
thing, and this is an evidence that human reason is 
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but a shifting- sand and no sure foundation for our 
faith. 

"Have faith in God."—These words, spoken by 
the Lord Jesus Christ, ring- out dear and true through 
alt the ages to every one that heareth. Apart from 
this, we can find no true clue to the origin of things 
created, or to the mysteries that surround us, but the 
more a man thinks the more he is bewildered, and it 
is only by ceasing to reason that he imagines he has 
discovered the truth. 

But Who is God? What is God? Where does He 
dwell? How can we know Him? We can see His 
works and know that He is, " For the invisible things 
of Him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead " (Rom. i. 20). 
The vast universe and all the intricate workings of 
what we call Nature, from the most distant star which 
the telescope has brought within our sight to the 
realm of microbes which the microscope has revealed 
—the beauty, the order, the exquisite adaptation of 
part to part and the manifest unity of design through¬ 
out the whole, declare in unmistakable terms to> all 
who have ears to hear the fact of a supreme eternal 
self-existent Being, Who in infinite wisdom has made 
them all. And he who calls himself an agnostic and 
declares, as an eminent professor did some time ago 
that he had studied all science and found no place for 
God only proclaims his own folly, and rightly calls 
himself a " know nothing" (Agnostic), however much 
he may admire his own or another man's intellect. 
Men speak of " Nature"—for want of a better word 
—and are lost in admiration of its wonders, but if 
their thoughts can go no higher than Nature it is 
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only a deification of matter, a worshipping of the 
creature rather than the Creator. 

But while from the works of God we can know that 
there is a Creator and Supreme Governor of all things, 
and while these works bear witness to1 " His eternal 
power and Godhead," yet man cannot know God 
unless He reveal Himself to him, and this in His 
infinite grace He has done, first in His written Word 
and then more fully in that blessed and glorious Word 
incarnate, Who is the sum and substance, the centre 
and circumference of the revelation of God in the Holy 
Scriptures, Who being " very God " and " One with 
the Father," " was made flesh and dwelt among us ." 

And although the mind of man never has and never 
could have conceived the glory that has been revealed, 
yet it is wonderful how the regenerated human soul 
finds that revelation to meet his every need and to 
compel a deep ' ' Amen.'' And as the windows of the 
soul are by faith opened to admit the light from 
heaven, that light chases away the darkness and 
floods the whole being " with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." " F o r thus saith the High and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy : I 
dwell in the High and Holy place, with him also that 
is of a humble and contrite spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones." Whoever conceived of such a God as this, 
Whose dwelling place is eternity, and yet Whose 
abode is with a lowly human soul, Whose presence 
fills infinite space and yet Who condescends to revive 
a humble human heart? 



CHAPTER II. 

God Revealed in His Word* 

Of all the "many infallible proofs" we possess 
that the Bible came from God and not from man, that 
which transcends them all is the revelation which it 
gives of God Himself. Compare this revelation with 
the loftiest ideals of the mightiest intellects in all ages 
of the world's history, and you will find that it not 
only towers infinitely above them, but in its main 
features is directly opposed to every human thought, 
" For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways My ways, saith the Lord, but as the heavens 
are higher than the earth so are My ways higher than 
your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts." 
(Isa. lv. 8, 9.) 

Let us consider three of these main features. First 
there is :-— 

The Holiness of God. This indeed is the founda¬ 
tion, the corner stone and the cope stone of all His 
character, it sustains, holds together, and crowns 
every other attribute, it is the essential eternal glory 
of God. How sublime is the declaration " God is 
light and in Him is no darkness at all." But as the 
naked eye of man cannot look upon the noonday sun, 
so can the eye of his soul never look upon God. If 
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His covering be light (Psalm civ. 2), which no man 
can look upon, if His dwelling place be " light that no 
man can approach unto " (1 Tim. vi. 16), how much 
more must that awful glory of His own being, be 
unapproachable by any creature. Yea, even the 
seraphim, as they stand before the glory of His 
Majesty, veil their faces with their wings, crying one 
to another " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts " 
(Isaiah vi. 2). " In Him is no darkness at all," not the 
faintest shadow to be found in that eternal Light, 
" glorious in holiness " : absolutely pure, absolutely 
true, absolutely right, infinitely eternally and 
unchangeably GOOD. 

Yet it is this intense purity, this awful holiness, 
which, above all things, sinful man hates and dreads. 
" Who is able to stand before this Holy Lord God? " 
cried the men of Bethshemesh, aghast at the condign 
punishment of those who had looked where no eye 
ought to look, and they hastened to send from 
them the ark, the symbol of the presence of 
Jehovah. " Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man 
O Lord," cried Peter with a sudden consciousness of 
the Divine character of the One Who stood before 
him. " W h a t have we to do with Thee, Jesus of 
Nazareth," cried the unclean spirit, " I know Thee 
Who Thou art, the Holy One of God." 

And even to the present day after many centuries 
during which light has radiated from the Word of 
God illumining- the minds of a vast number outside 
the circle of God's children and, insensibly to them, 
moulding their thoughts, the one thing which is 
most incomprehensible to them and most abhorrent 
too, is the thought of God's holiness. For holiness is 
a burning as well as a shining light, it burns intensely 
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against all manner of sin, and sin hates it and hides 
from its face. As our Lord said, "This is the con¬ 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil " (John iii. 19). 

On the other hand, to all those who have been 
"born again" of the Holy Spirit and "made 
partakers of the Divine nature," there is nothing 
more blessed than the knowledge that God is holy, 
that He is "of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
cannot look on iniquity " (Hab. i. 13). His saints 
" g-ive thanks at the remembrance of His holiness" 
(Psalm xxx. 4). They delight to " worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness," and there is nothing they 
more ardently long for than to be " partakers of His 
holiness," yea, to be holy even as He is holy. 

This is the difference between the children of light 
and the children of darkness. Alas! that there 
should still be so much darkness found even in the 
children of God while " this body of death " remains 
to trouble and ensnare; but notwithstanding this, 
everyone who has been "created anew in Christ 
Jesus " has in him the Divine Nature, for he is " born 
of God," and " Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin, because he is born of God " (1 John iii. 9). 
" In this the children of God are manifest and the 
children of the devil" (verse 10), because, " h e that 
committeth sin is of the devil" (verse 8). 

Next there is 
The righteousness of God, for " righteousness and 

judgment are the habitation of His throne " (Psalm 
xcvii. 2) the very socket, so to speak, in which His 
throne rests. Without righteousness He would be 
speedily dethroned, and His government of the 
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Universe would cease. But it is not only righteous 
dealing" with His creatures that is meant, but that 
eternal law of righteousness which is inherent in 
Himself and which has always been the guide of His 
own actions. It is not the human fiction expressed in 
the phrase " T h e king can do no wrong" because 
he is not amenable to the laws of his country, but the 
Divine reality that He guides all His actions in 
accordance with the eternal law which He upholds, 
and He cannot do wrong because He is inherently 
righteous ; in this Abraham expressed his confidence 
when he said " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? " 

Such righteousness men do' not want, conscience 
smitten they dread it. A rough and ready kind of 
justice which metes out punishment to the wicked and 
rewards to the doers of good is widely appraised, but 
a righteousness that enters into the secret things and 
weighs even " the thoughts and intents of the heart " 
is too dreadful for a poor sinner to think of who is 
not sheltered by the atoning blood of Christ. In 
Christ the soul can dwell in perfect peace, for he 
knows that He Who knew no sin was made sin for 
us, " that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him " (1 Cor. v. 21). Apart from this the 
righteousness of God is and always has been, the 
sinner's dread. 

But now we have to contemplate the most wonder¬ 
ful, most blessed revelation of God we have in the 
Bible, namely, that 

" God is love," the thought of which it never 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. In all the 
"rel igions" of the world, in all the conceptions of 
men, the love of God wa9 never dreamt of, and 
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althoug-h in this also the light that radiates from the 
Bible into the surrounding" darkness of the world has 
taught men much of this wondrous love, it has been 
degraded in the minds of men to a foolish weakness, 
a mercy without holiness or righteousness. True, 
" His tender mercies are over all His works." He 
hears the cry of a raven, He cares for a little sparrow, 
and not one of all His creatures is ever forgotten or 
overlooked by Him, much mo-re the souls whom He 
has made are the objects of His care and of His great 
compassion. But all this gives but a faint idea of His 
infinite and eternal love in Christ, the consideration 
of which we must reserve for the next chapter. 

Meantime, how blessed to know that the God Whose 
name is Holy, Whose throne is established upon 
righteousness, Whose Being is love, is the Supreme 
Governor of the universe, the blessed and only 
Potentate, and that this God is our God, now and for 
evermore. 



CHAPTER III. 

The Christ of God* 
GOD IS LOVE.—Thus the golden bells peal out from 

the Word of God and all Nature responds with a glad 
" Amen !" But if we would learn what is the length 
and the breadth and the depth and the height of that 
infinite and eternal love we must know Christ, for the 
love and the glory and all the fulness of God dwell in 
Him. 

No man can know God apart from the Christ of 
God. " No man knoweth the Son but the Father, 
neither knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal H i m " (Matt. 
xi. 27). Neither can any one, apart from Christ, 
rightly understand the ways or the works of God, for 
Christ is the goal, the grand consummation of God's 
eternal purpose. " For by Himi were all things 
created that are in heaven and that are in the earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers : all things were 
created by Him AND FOR HIM " (Col. i. 16). 

Here is revealed to us the great purpose for which 
all things were created, the eternal secret, "the 
mystery of Godliness, GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH." 
In the hidden counsels of eternity God foreordained 
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that He should manifest His glory in His beloved 
Son. Oh what infinite depth of meaning' lies in those 
words: " I n the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father" 
(John i. 1-14). 

But though revealed, it is to us a great unfathom¬ 
able mystery still. Yet it is one into which we may 
reverently gaze and try to know its depths as far as 
our little plummet will admit, and in dependence upon 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit. One thing that we 
shall assuredly find is that the purpose of God in 
manifesting forth His glory in Christ, was for the 
greatest blessedness of His creatures. 

Our first thought is that His design manifestly was 
to make Himself known to His creatures in all His 
glorious perfections, as He could not otherwise have 
been known to them. No created eye, not even that 
of an archangel could look, without a veil, upon the 
uncreated glory of God. It was only through a 
created form that God could manifest Himself per¬ 
fectly to His creatures. Therefore, He Who in His 
eternal Godhead is One with the Father, essentially 
the same in uncreated glory, stooped to dwell in 
created substance, that He might make known to His 
creatures the Divine perfections in a form which could 
be revealed to the eyes of holy beings, " for in Him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
(Col. ii. 9). 

What mean those words in Rev. iii. 14., wherein 
our Lord calls Himself " T H E BEGINNING OF THE 
CREATION OF GOD " ? This could not refer to His 
incarnation as the Son of Man, for in this respect He 
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was not even "the first man" in point of sequence; 
neither can it refer to Him as being " the First-born 
from the dead," for that belongs to His mediatorial 
glory; but away " in the Beginning," we know not 
when, but anterior to every other creature, even to 
the angels, He was " the only begotten Son of God." 
As He says, in Prov. viii. 22-24, " T h e Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of His way, before His 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths I was brought forth." In His eternal 
Godhead He was not " brought forth " because He is 
one with the Father, but surely this was the first step 
in His humiliation when He Who " thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God " stooped from His 
essential deity and uncreated eternal glory to become 
" t h e image of the invisible God, the First-born of 
every creature " (Col. i. 15) that in His infinite love 
He might manifest Himself to the beings whom He 
would afterwards create. 

Our next thought is that God graciously designed 
to unite Himself with His own creation in the person 
of the God-Man, His beloved Son. In what way this 
union would have been effected had man not sinned 
and "fallen from his high es ta te" is not revealed to 
us, and we need not speculate, but we may be certain 
that had not sin intervened, it would easily have been 
brought about without the cost of Calvary. Of one 
thing we may be sure, that sin could not have been 
any part of God's plan, for God is " a God of truth 
and without iniquity, just and right is He." But 
when in His eternal foreknowledge sin became an 
inevitable factor, in His infinite wisdom and grace He 
devised the wondrous plan whereby His glorious per-

B 2 
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factions would be yet more marvellously manifested, 
and out of this awful darkness of sin and death would 
come that which would show forth His majesty and 
power, His love and patience, His righteousness and 
mercy, the sovereignty of His grace and the stability 
of His throne in a way which would redound to the 
glory of His beloved Son and bring- unspeakable 
blessing unto all who put their trust in Him. " Oh 
the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God ! how unsearchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out! For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who hath given to Him and 
it shall be recompenced to him again For of Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things : to 
Whom be glory for ever, Amen " (Rom. xi. 33-36). 

Let us now consider with adoring hearts this won¬ 
drous manifestation of His grace. There are perhaps 
no words in the whole Bible of more awful import 
than those spoken by our Lord to Nicodemus, " As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up." Why this terrible 
"must"? This was evidently the crushing load 
under which the spirit of the Saviour groaned from 
the day He was baptised in Jordan until dark 
Gethsemene. We may well believe that it was often 
the subject of His communion with the Father when 
He went up into a mountain to pray and needed 
strengthening from on High. " I have a baptism to 
be baptised with," He said, " and how am I 
straitened until it be accomplished." 

The shame and agony of the Cross were perhaps 
nowhere more vividly and terribly set forth than in the 
type to which our Saviour referred when He spoke of 
" The serpent " which Moses lifted up in the wilder-
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ness. The question has been asked, " Why was o 
serpent lifted up, and not a lamb?" " How could 
a serpent typify Christ? " Ah! herein lies what must 
have been to> our blessed Lord a " horror of great 
darkness." It was through the means of a serpent 
that sin entered into the world, and thereafter a 
serpent became the very mark of sin. So when Christ 
died upon the Cross He took not only the sinner's 
place, but the place of sin, and voluntarily became for 
the time, the Object of the utter abhorrence of the Holy 
God, Who had to forsake Him, " Christ 
being made a curse for us." All the fierceness of God's 
anger burned against Him, and the waves and billows 
of His wrath went over His head. 

Let us consider why the Son of Man must be lifted 
up upon the cross. 

First, because the glory of God required it. 
The heinousness of sin is that it is an offence 

against the Person of the Most High. God gave man 
His law to keep, and puny man allied himself with 
God's enemy and flung His law back in His face so to 
speak. Sin is contempt of God and nothing short of 
a vain attempt to hurl Him from His throne. So 
David wrote, by inspiration of the Spirit, " Against 
Thee, Thee only have I sinned." David had wronged 
Bathsheba, had wronged Uriah, had wronged Israel 
and his own soul besides, but all this was as nothing 
compared with the wrong done to God. Such is the 
heinousness of sin against God, and the way God 
chose to wipe out the insult and restore the honour 
and the majesty and the reverence due to His Holy 
Name, was by man expiating man's guilt. But there 
was no man upon all the earth that could make 
expiation, " for all have sinned and come short of the 
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glory of God," therefore, God, sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and by a sacrifice for 
sin (marg.), condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled (Rom. 
viii. 3), and so the law was magnified and made 
honourable by the cross of Christ, as it could not in 
any other way have been, and the glory of God was 
manifested with yet more effulgent glory. 

Second, because the righteousness of God demanded 
it. 

God is no arbitrary lawgiver making and unmaking 
laws just us He sees fit. A thing is not right simply 
because God does it, but the fact of His doing it is an 
incontrovertible proof that it is right. God is the 
upholder of the eternal law of righteousness, and He 
subjects Himself to that same law and guides all His 
actions in accordance with it. He will not evade that 
righteous law, not even to save a sinner, no, not even 
to spare His beloved Son. The awful doom hung 
over the race of man, and either the whole human race 
must be eternally lost, or the terrible storm must 
burst upon the devoted head of Jesus, " that the 
world through Him might be saved " (John iv. 17). 
There was no other way, " Father, if it be possible 
let this cup pass from me," cried " the Son of His 
love " three times in agony to the Father. And the 
answer, we can say with reverence, came back from 
the anguished heart of the Father, " My Son, it is not 
possible." 

At length, when the terrible " hour " of the dreaded 
" must " had come, and the Lord was on His way to 
judgment, it is beautiful to see His serene calm, as He 
said, " The cup which my Father hath given me shall 
I not drink it ? " Righteousness and peace had kissed 
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each other in His soul, as they were about to meet 
tog-ether upon Him on Calvary. There full atone¬ 
ment was made for the sin of man, and all the 
demands of the righteous law were satisfied. 

Third, because the love of God necessitated it. 
" For God so loved the world "—not a portion of 

the world, not " the world in the abstract," as I have 
heard it explained, but " the whole world," for whom 
" Jesus Christ the Righteous" is the Propitiation 
(1 John ii. 2), the world that hated Him, that had 
revolted against Him, that had raised the standard of 
rebellion against the Lord and His Anointed. Yea, 
God so loved the world " that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Before love so great we can only stand amazed, lost 
in adoring wonder. The infinite love of the Triune 
God—the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost— 
poured out upon a race of rebels, " haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters " as they are described in 
Rom. i. 30. The Saviour came, not in answer to the 
sinner's cry, but out of the fulness of the love of God, 
notwithstanding the sinner's opposition, notwith¬ 
standing that " men loved darkness rather than 
light." The Father gave commandment to the Son to 
lay down His life for sinners. (John x. 18). The Son 
delighted to do the Holy Father's will (Psalm xl. 8) 
and " through the eternal Spirit offered Himself with¬ 
out spot to God " (Heb. ix. 14). 

The love of God, like an overwhelming flood, broke 
every barrier down for the salvation of man, and from 
that awful cross of Christ there shines in intense bril¬ 
liance a new manifestation of the glory of God excel¬ 
ling all that had hitherto called for the adoration of 
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angels. On that cross the burning- holiness, the 
inflexible righteousness and the infinite love of God 
met harmoniously and showed Him to be the Just One 
and yet " the Justifier of him which believeth on 
Jesus." 

Against this all the malignity of Satan, and, 
strange to say, all the enmity of man has ever been 
directed. The first was to be expected for by the 
cross the prey was delivered from '' him that had the 
power of death, that is the Devil " (Heb. ii. 14), 
whose works were thereby destroyed. But why men 
should bear enmity to the cross is beyond all imagina¬ 
tion except that they have joined hands with Satan in 
pride and rebellion. 

For the Cross of Christ strikes at the root of all 
pride in man, showing him to be a guilty sinner 
before God, lost, helpless, and undone, utterly unable 
to do anything to save himself and needing pardon, 
deliverance and salvation from God alone. Men 
willingly admit that they are " not all they should 
be," but that they need reformation, improvement, 
help, and if they can have this, they think the race, 
if not every individual, will ultimately overcome, and 
if Christ stands for education, culture, lofty ideals 
and human glory they are willing to regard Him as 
their leader ; but if '' Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners " and not merely to help them to save 
themselves, they say, as did the Jews of old, " away 
with Him," for the preaching of the cross is still 
foolishness to the wisdom of the world. 

There is a subtle danger in the present day, even 
amongst Christians, of giving such prominence to the 
incarnation and earthly life of the Lord Jesus that 
His atoning- sacrifice is, to say the least, so left in the 
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background that it is almost forgotten. This is not 
preaching Christ, for it bedims His crowning: g-lory 
and takes away all the power from the Gospel. As 
our great Sin-bearer He descended to the very lowest 
depths of humiliation and " became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore, God 
also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name 
which is above every name. That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth. And that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father." (Phil. ii. 8-11). 

Thus, the cross, the deepest depth of His humilia¬ 
tion, becomes the highest pinnacle of glory and the 
central point in eternity, reaching- in its effects back to 
" t h e Beginning," and forward unto " t h e E n d " 
while heaven and earth resound with the psalm of 
praise " Unto Him that loved us and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us king's 
and priests unto God and His Father ; to Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAPTER IV. 

"The Word of God/' 
I may say at the outset that I am writing for those 

who unhesitatingly accept the whole Bible as the 
Word of God, but in case some of my readers may 
have any uncertainty on the subject, and as the whole 
argument of my book is based on the Divine inspira¬ 
tion and authority of the Holy Scriptures, it may be 
well to state a few of the indubitable proofs that they 
have come from God. 

For it is quite clear that the Bible must have come 
either from God or from man. It must either be the 
Word of God or be a tremendous fraud, it has either 
been inspired by the Spirit of God or it is merely the 
thoughts of men. 

The evidence that the Bible is the Word of God is 
overwhelming, but space will only allow me to state 
some undeniable facts which plainly prove to any 
unprejudiced mind the Divine source of the Bible. 

First, there is the fact of its unique position among 
books, it is the most wonderful book in the whole 
world. It makes the amazing claim of being a revela¬ 
tion from God Himself. This, if not true, would be 
a huge imposture and downright blasphemy. Can 
this claim be made good? Let us see. 

The first thing perhaps that strikes a thoughtful 
26 
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reader is that it breathes an atmosphere entirely 
foreign to that of the world. It is not only that it 
inculcates a purer morality, teaches a higher wisdom, 
sets forth loftier ideals than the world has ever known, 
but that the whole trend of thought is absolutely 
opposed to every natural instinct of the human heart 
in its present sinful state, so that it is impossible to 
conceive of it as having come from any merely human 
source. It is as if we were carried up into another 
world, breathed another air, walked upon another 
plane, and whether we like it or not, we cannot but 
realise that all its teachings are totally different from 
the ways and the wisdom of this world. 

Nevertheless, it has been received gladly as the 
Word of God by multitudes of the human race, includ¬ 
ing many of the greatest, the most intellectual, the 
purest and best of mankind. Many thousands, more¬ 
over, have even suffered persecution, torture and 
death in attestation of their faith. Surely there is no 
other book like this in all the world. 

Next, there is the fact of its marvellous history. 
For many centuries the world has been doing its best 
to get rid of it, but cannot. The kings, priests and 
great ones of the earth have combined to rise against 
it, but all in vain. They have banned it and burnt 
it, still worse, they have banned and burnt men, 
women and little children for the sole crime of 
believing in it, in their blind hatred of this book, but 
all to no purpose. It not only remains to this day, 
but at the present time it is spread over the greater 
part of this earth, amongst people of every race and 
religion, and several millions of copies of it are 
issued every year! Surely God alone could preserve 
this book against all the rage of man. 
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Moreover, there is the fact of its marvellous power. 
If the history of the book in the world has been so 
wonderful, its power over men is more wonderful 
still. This book has been, so to speak, alone in the 
world as a witness for God, and has revolutionised 
the world wherever it has gone. For its light has 
radiated far beyond the circle of its true adherents and 
moulded the thoughts and the lives of many millions 
of those who yet have no love for it. In this respect 
it has made vast changes in peoples and governments, 
and all that is best in what is called civilisation has 
been brought about by its benign influence. Even 
those who vaingloriously sit in judgment upon some 
parts of it, received from it every good and noble 
thought they possess. 

Then witness its power as shown in the changed 
lives of the drunkard, the harlot, the thief, and of men 
and women previously sunk in the most debasing 
forms of vice and crime; witness its power over 
savages of the very lowest type, as for instance the 
Terra del Fuegans and the cannibals of the New 
Hebrides, eighteen thousand of whom have been 
converted to Christianity within a single generation. 
Witness its wonderful power of sustaining heart and 
mind in the midst of the sorest trials, and when face 
to face with death, even in the most terrible forms. 
While at the same time multitudes of the noblest, the 
purest, the most cultured of men and women have 
found inexpressible delight in perusing its pages and 
meditating upon its sublime truths. 

What is the secret of this marvellous history and 
this mighty power? There can be but one answer, 
there is a power behind the book manifesting itself 
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in the book, and through the book, and that Power is 
God, the Author of the book. 

These, however, are but the external evidences per¬ 
fectly plain to any observer of facts, but the internal 
evidence is more wonderful still. I might refer to its 
marvellous construction being composed of sixty-six 
different writings by many different authors, learned 
and unlearned, who lived in different periods covering 
1,400 years of the world's history, yet making one 
perfect whole wonderfully compacted together and 
wrought out in beautiful symmetry. I might refer to 
its wonderful predictions, a large number of which 
have already been fulfilled, some of which are being 
fulfilled in the present day, and the fulfilment of 
others are still in the future. 

In the previous chapter I have already spoken of the 
greatest evidence of all, the revelation the Bible gives 
us of God Himself, of Whose character showing a 
marvellous combination of perfect holiness, inviolable 
righteousness and infinite love, the mind of man has 
been utterly unable to conceive from the beginning of 
the world till now. 

Arising out of this is the transoendently glorious 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the sum and 
substance of the whole revelation. In the four 
Gospels we have the portraiture and the life of One 
Who stood before the world in immaculate purity, 
absolutely flawless, of One Who gave the challenge 
to His adversaries, "Which of you convinceth Me of 
sin? " a challenge which has come down through all 
these centuries and yet not one of His bitterest 
enemies have ever been able to prove against Him a 
single fault. Nay more, of One Who claimed to be 
equal with the Father, and everyone who has studied 
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His life has been compelled to confess, as did the 
Roman centurion, "Truly this was the Son of God." 
Could such a life story have been written, could such 
a portraiture have been drawn but by the Holy Spirit 
Himself? And this glorious Person is the pivot on 
which all the Scriptures turn, and on Whose divine 
authority we accept them as the Word of God. 

Here then, we have a book absolutely unique, the 
most wonderful in all the world, doing wonders every 
day in all parts of the earth, outliving all opposition, 
conquering" its opponents, carrying blessing wherever 
it goes, yet hated by all who hate God and truth and 
righteousness. It has given us, moreover, a revela¬ 
tion—the only revelation that man has ever had— 
most sublime, beyond all human thought, of God and 
of His purposes towards us and of man and his 
history. 

Surely such a book has made good its claim to be 
Divine, the Word of God a message sent from heaven. 

But if the Bible be the Word of God then we must 
accept it as infallibly true in its entirety and receive 
all its teachings with reverent hearts. There are 
many in the present day who profess to believe in it, 
and yet who claim the right to judge it, and presume 
to tell us what of it to believe and what not to believe. 
They deride the idea of an infallible book, yet if the 
book be not infallible we are as much left in the quag¬ 
mire of our own fallacies as if there had been no 
revelation from God. Faith can rest upon nothing 
short of infallibility, and if every man is to be his own 
judge of what is Divine truth and what is human error 
in the Bible, we have but a "will o' the wisp" in 
place of the Light of Truth to be our guide. 

What then is the only right attitude of all those 
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who acknowledge the Bible to be the Word of God? 
Surely it is to receive it reverently, to bow to its 
Divine authority—rendering it unquestioning- obedi¬ 
ence, and to stand up for its truth against all its 
enemies and traducers. 

Some contend that the Bible cannot be the inspired 
Word of God, because it does not agree with science, 
which in the present day, is supposed to be the 
supreme authority; and not a few lovers of the Bible, 
eminent servants of God, occupying high and leading 
positions in the Christian Church, have been so 
impressed with exaggerated ideas of the so-called 
" certainties of science," probably during their college 
training, that in order to meet the attacks of scientists 
upon the Bible, they seek to find some interpretation 
of Scripture which will harmonise with these views. 
This has been especially the case in connection with 
the account of Creation given us in the first chapter 
of Genesis. 

As an instance of the way in which Christian men 
have come to regard science as infallible, Dr. Kinns, in 
his book "Moses and Geology," says: " T h e revela¬ 
tions of geology cannot err, for they are indelibly 
written in the rocks." Had he said the Book of 
Nature could not err he would have been right, for 
that was written by the Creator; but to say that 
geology, or men's readings of that inscrutable Book, 
cannot err, is to affirm the infallibility of man. 

Now in the first place, this is wholly unnecessary. 
Even according to scientists themselves there is 
nothing in all the world more uncertain than science. 
For instance, to quote from that eminent electrician, 
Mr. T. A. Edison, in " Suggestive Therapeutics " :— 
" There are more frauds in modern science than any-
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where else . . . . take a whole pile of them that I can 
name, and you will find uncertainty, if not imposition, 
in half of what they state as scientific truth." If this 
be so, with what is called practical science, what must 
it be in regard to what we may call "conjectural 
science"? For the whole of the nebular theory, the 
evolution theory and that part of geology which may 
be defined as inferential, is nothing more than con¬ 
jecture. In most scientific books on this subject we 
constantly read " it is assumed," or " it is supposed," 
or " i f this hypothesis be correct," so that these 
theories are nothing more than " assumptions " from 
beginning to end, both the foundation and the super¬ 
structure are only conjectures. Laplace invented his 
nebular theory, and Darwin invented his theory of 
evolution in a vain attempt to account for the creation 
of the universe without God. Such an attempt is the 
height of folly, and for a time it was only those who 
desired a similar solution who gave any credence to 
these theories. But they were persistently advocated 
until they were " generally accepted by the scientific 
world," and then they became " the master thought of 
the age." And though not a shadow of proof has 
ever been forthcoming yet any one who disbelieves them 
and sees their absurdity, has come to- be laughed at as 
an ignoramus ! The time is probably not far distant 
when even in the scientific world the laugh will be 
quite on the other side, and signs of some such revolu¬ 
tion in scientific thought are increasing. This is a 
subject, however, altogether beyond the power of man 
to know, except what is revealed by God Himself. 
There is immense scope for man's investigation in the 
field of Nature, in discovering the wonders which God 
has made, but when man tries to find out how God 
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created all thing's he is last in a hopeless maze of his 
own conjectures. 

Why should we seek an interpretation of Scripture 
to harmonise with these thoughts of men? We have 
in the Bible God's own account of His own creation ; 
if "sc ience" agrees with it, so much to the credit of 
science, if not, we can afford to wait till it does. No 
one unbiassed can read the first chapter of Genesis 
without receiving the impression that it is an account 
of the creation of the heaven and the earth in six 
normal days, and the words of God in Exodus xx. 11, 
agree with this, that " In six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth." Some point out that the word 
" m a d e " differs from the word "created," but with 
reference to the works of God these are synonymous 
terms, as in Gen. i. 26, 27 we read : " God said let us 
make man in our image so God created man 
in His image." This has been the belief of the 
people of God for thousands of years, and we do not 
need to> relinquish it for all that "science" has to say. 

Creation, like all nature, is a stupendous miracle 
which no man can comprehend. For all the achieve¬ 
ments of science it is still true that " no man can find 
out the work that God maketh, from the beginning' to 
the end " (Eccl. iii. 11). Indeed, the whole Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation is a record of miracles, a mar¬ 
vellous story of God's dealings with man, revealing 
the immanence of His presence and power in the 
earth, and if we attempt to explain the miraculous on 
scientific grounds, we shall utterly fail. 

I have dealt with this subject more fully elsewhere, 
but would merely state here that the two principal 
theories for bringing Scripture into harmony with 
science are, first, that the "days" in Genesis i. repre^ 

c 
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sent vast periods of thousands or millions of years, and 
second, that the earth was originally created for 
another race of beings, but was for their sin brought 
into chaos, and then re-formed for the creation 
of man. Neither of these theories have any real 
foundation in Scripture, t 

There is, -however, real harm done by seeking- such 
interpretations. First, it is a tacit admission of the 
arrogant claims of science to be the supreme authority 
and the guide for our faith ; second, it accepts un-
proven conjectures as scientific facts and subordinates 
the Word of God to the thoughts of men, and, third, 
these interpretations involve the belief in a pre-Adamic 
race of men which cuts at the very root of all that 

fThe advocates of this theory adduce in support of it that the 
proper rendering of Gen. i. 2, instead of " The earth was without 
form and void," should be, " The earth became without form and 
void," but if we examine our Bibles we find that "was" not 
only appears in the authorised version but also in the revised 
version. We may suppose that the body of learned Hebrew 
scholars who, with all that was at their disposal at that time, 
carefully revised the translation of the Scriptures, had good 
grounds for retaining the earlier rendering. In support of the 
other rendering, however, they refer to Isaiah xlv. 18, where- we 
read, " God Himself that formed the earth and made it, He hath 
established it, He created it not in vain, He formed it to be 
inhabited," pointing out that the Hebrew word for "in vain" 
is the same as that translated " void " in Gen. i. 2. But in this 
passage in Isaiah, the declaration has manifestly no reference to 
the condition in which God created the earth, but to the purpose 
for which He created it, i.e., He created "it to be inhabited," and 
the argument of the whole passage is the unfailing fulfilment of 
God's promise to Israel concerning their future re-establishment. 

For fuller discussion of the whole subject, see my pamphlet, 
" Creation, according to Science and according to Revelation." 
—Holness, ad, 
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Scripture teaches concerning man and concerning 
Christ. 

What are contemptuously spoken of as " old 
traditional beliefs "—belief in the verbal inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures, as the Word of God, an un¬ 
questioning faith in that Word, however incompre¬ 
hensible it may be to our finite understandings, and 
an unhesitating acceptance of every statement (except 
as regards questions of correctness of copies or 
translations) whatever science, history or any of the 
thoughts or works of men may say to the contrary, 
such is the only rational belief in that which shows 
such irrefragable proofs of being, in deed and in truth, 
the Word of the living God. 

c i 



CHAPTER V. 

God and Man. 
The Bible opens with the sublime declaration that 

"God created the heaven AND the earth." There is 
perhaps a deeper significance here in the conjunction 
" and " than appears at first sight in a superficial 
reading of the text. Men have discovered that the 
earth on which they live is but a tiny unit in the vast 
concourse of similar bodies which we call the universe. 
There are other planets in our solar system immensely 
larger than our own, while our solar system itself is 
but one among- countless myriads, of which the stars, 
which deck so brilliantly our glorious " heaven " are 
believed to be the central suns. 

Science therefore would teach us to regard our 
planet as but. a small item in creation, and would never 
lead a man to speak of " the heavens and the earth " 
as the Bible does, as if these were the two grand 
divisions of God's creation. 

"Are the stars inhabited?" is a question often 
asked but never answered. No man can tell and the 
Word of God gives us no information on the subject, 
so we need not try to discover. Of the earth God 
says He " formed it to be inhabited " (Isaiah xlv. 18), 
but of none of the heavenly bodies does He sav the 

36 
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same. The Bible clearly reveals to us the amazing' 
truth, that, passing by all these glories of His 
creative power, His all-searching" eye and His all-
loving; heart are fixed upon this little earth which He 
made to be the abode of man. Not the stars which 
obey His commands and move through space with the 
most marvellous exactitude, but the inhabitants of 
this little planet are the objects of His (enderest care. 
It is evidently, therefore, with deep significance that 
the inspired writer, instead of saying simply that 
" God created all things," wrote that He created " the 
heaven and the earth." 

Is there not an indication here of that gracious 
design to unite the heavenly and the earthly, the 
Divine and the human, in the Person of His beloved 
Son? It is remarkable that Nature throughout is ever 
two-fold, there is always a positive and a negative, 
and these are necessary the one to the other. In the 
first chapter of Genesis we seem to have a spiritual 
meaning of this set forth. We have light and dark¬ 
ness, day and night, evening and morning, heaven 
and earth, sun and moon, male and female. And in 
the second chapter we have it all headed up in Adam 
and Eve, the man and the woman, the husband and 
wife, which the Hol> Spirit teaches us in Ephesians 
v. 32, signified " a great mystery concerning 
Christ and the Church." 

The earth then is the standpoint from which to 
behold all the handiwork of God. It is a wonderful 
world in which we live, so full of exquisite beauty, 
so marvellous in its intricacies and adaptations. 
In one sublime sense it may be regarded as the centre 
of God's universe. So marvellous was its beauty 
when first it came from the hand of the Creator, so 
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glorious was the purpose for which He created it, that 
when He laid the corner stone thereof " the morning 
stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy " (Job xxxviii.), it was a thing of delight to 
the angelic hosts, who had doubtless heard the counsel 
of the Triune God saying " Let Us make man in our 
image after our likeness." 

It is not necessary for us to understand that God 
spoke those actual words, but the Spirit of God Who 
always deals with realities graciously used this human 
language that He might reveal to us the eternal 
thought of God, and we may well believe that in some 
way it was also revealed to " all the sons of God.." 

And what an amazing revelation! To all the 
heavenly host, to angel and to archangel it now was 
made known, though not yet in the fulness of its 
glory, the great eternal purpose for which " God 
created the heaven and the earth." The ultimate 
goal, the Christ of God, the union of God and man, 
may not yet have been fully revealed, but at least it 
was made known that the very acme of creation, a 
being in the very image and likeness of God, was 
about to be brought forth, and it filled the heavenly 
courts with joy. 

Alas for man ! The crown is fallen from his head, 
cast vilely away, " What is man that Thou art 
mindful of him, or the son of man that Thou visitest 
him? " " But we see Jesus! " 

So man was made " in the image of God," and 
herein lies the immeasurable distance between him 
and every other living creature upon earth. Science, 
or the wisdom of this world, would fain ally him with 
the beast of the field and the fish of the sea, and 
delights to think of him as a being evolved from the 
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lowest forms of life. But the Bible tells us that "the 
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living- soul." Of all other animate creatures 
God had said, " Let the earth bring forth," and " Let 
the waters bring forth," and these had brought forth 
" abundantly," in their myriads, but one solitary man 
was " formed " by the skilfulness of His hands, as it 
were, and received the " breath of life " directly from 
his Maker. How exquisitely beautiful is the human 
"form," how wonderfully sublime is the human 
"soul," how marvellous is the mechanism of the body, 
and yet how much more marvellous is the 
" mechanism " of the mind connected with the brain. 
And so precious in the sight of God is a human life 
that if it be taken, then He will require it "at the hand 
of every beast and at the hand of man and at the hand 
of every man's brother" (Gen. ix. 5, 6). Thus does 
He, in His infinite love, guard every human life, " for 
in the image of God made He man." 

It was for this man whom God was about to create, 
that He formed the earth to1 be an abode of loveliness, 
so surpassingly lovely indeed, that even to the present 
day we are finding- out more and more of its beauties. 
Sin has terribly marred it and brought upon it a blight 
and a curse, but apart from these the wonders of 
creation are ever being unfolded to our vision. 

The Scriptures reveal to us the marvellous and 
unique positon of man in the universe. His history 
begins with the creation of the heaven and the earth, 
and it ends with their destruction, while for the 
redeemed of the race, God will create a new heaven and 
a new earth. God gave him dominion over the works 
of His hands, and when he vilely cast away the crown, 
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and gave over his allegiance to Satan, the Lord God 
did not crush him nor cast him off, but came down to 
" seek and to save that which was lost. Oh the 
tender pathos of the question, " Adam, where art 
thou ? " and the infinite depth of love which even then 
gave promise of a Deliverer, Who should bruise the 
serpent's head! " For God so loved the world," the 
world that had risen in rebellion against Him, that 
went on sinning- ever more and more. They trans¬ 
gressed His holy law, they despised His word, they 
grieved Him at His heart, they aroused His fierce 
anger, they maltreated His servants, and when He 
sent His beloved Son they said " This is the Heir, 
come, let us kill Him." 

Yet His love for the race did not cease, but 
patiently, long-sufferingly, He has waited, and is wait¬ 
ing still. He spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all. He gave Him to be the Light of 
the world, the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world, to be the Propitiation for the whole 
world, on the ground of which Propitiation He 
beseeches men to be reconciled to Him. 

If we ask why God so highly favoured man we can¬ 
not tell, we can only answer in the words of the Lord 
Jesus, " Even so Father, for so it seemed good in 
Thy sight." But in the light of this and of all that 
God has done for man, the high position He gave Him 
as His king upon the earth, putting all things under 
His dominion, and the yet higher destiny He set 
before him, how terrible is the sin of man and how 
aggravated his guilt. The one great characteristic 
of sin is, that it is "enmity against God," and man's 
natural heart is full of enmity against that holy, 
righteous and ever blessed Being Who has lo<ved him 
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with so great a love, aye, a love which even so great 
sin has not quenched, for " where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound " (Rom. v. 20). All heaven 
rejoices in the love of God to man, and Christ Himself 
manifests His joy " in the presence of the angels of 
God, over one sinner that repenteth " (Luke xv. 10). 



CHAPTER VI. 

Satan* 
" And God saw everything that He had made, and 

behold, it was very good (Gen. i. 31). The heavens 
and the earth had come forth at the fiat of the Creator, 
the world in all its .beauty rejoiced before Him, and 
man in peerless pristine purity, held high communion 
with his Maker. But now a dark shadow comes over 
the scene, a strange mysterious Being like a thick 
cloud blots out the sunshine, chills the air, and spreads 
a horrid miasma over the earth, a Being of whose 
existence and baneful influence we have ample 
evidence in the history of man, but of whom, without 
revelation, we could understand but little. 

There are many nowadays who deny the existence 
of such a Being, and say there is nothing more than 
a ' ' principle of evil ' ' in the human heart like a poison 
in the blood, which must be eradicated by medicines 
such as education, improved environment, culture, 
lofty ideals, etc., etc. They make merry over the 
" b o g e y " of superstition, the "hoofed and horned 
monster " of a deluded world, the creature of heathen 
ignorance, and they imagine that with their superior 
wisdom and knowledge they have scared away " the 
devil of traditional belief." It is not, however, a 
"devil of traditional belief," a "hoofed and horned 
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monster ' ' with which we have to do, but we have to 
consider what we are taught concerning this Being in 
the " Scripture of Truth." 

The whole spirit world is a mystery impenetrable to 
human vision, although we come strangely into touch 
with it on every hand. We can only know what God 
has been pleased to reveal concerning it, receiving it in 
faith on " the testimony of God." Whoever rejects 
this testimony and tries to obtain knowledge from any 
other source, is only the sport of devils, and is like a 
man trying to light up a huge gloomy cavern at mid¬ 
night with nothing better than a flickering rushlight. 

God has chosen to reveal only a part concerning 
Satan and the world of evil spirits, but what He has 
revealed throws a wonderful searchlight upon human 
history and human experience. 

W H O IS SATAN? WHAT IS HE? WHENCE CAME HE? 
What are his powers and what his limitations ? These 
are questions which it is impossible for man to answer, 
and which are only partially answered in the Word of 
God. Yet there is a great deal of knowledge of Satan 
given us in the Bible, much of it stated clearly, but 
perhaps much more hidden from the cursory reader 
and only open to devout, intelligent study of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

The first reference to him in the Bible is when he, 
in the form (or through the medium) of a serpent, led 
our first parents into sin, but in the book of Ezekiel 
we have a wonderful description of what he was, 
antecedent to that time. 

In chapter xxviii. 11-15, the prophet is told to 
"Take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus," 
but it is manifest that this " lamentation " is strangely 
inapplicable, even in the wildest flights of poetry, to 
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any human being", so that many students of Scripture, 
and especially students of the prophetic Word, have 
come to the conclusion that behind the name of the 
King of Tyrus, was a dark yet distinct allusion to the 
King" of Tyrus' master, and that it is Satan, the Prince 
of this world, who is really addressed. The fact that 
part of this address was only applicable to the King 
of Tyrus personally, does not in the least invalidate 
this belief, because it is a common thing in the Bible 
for God to address, or speak of, men and even animals 
in language partially applicable to them alone, but 
manifestly intended for an unseen master spirit. Many 
instances could be given, but it is sufficient to refer 
to Genesis iii. 14, 15, where words are spoken as if 
to one person, and yet partly applicable to the animal 
only, and partly to Satan alone. 

Let us now read the strange words :—" Thus saith 
the Lord God ; thou sealest up the sum, full of 
wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in 
Eden the garden of God ; every precious stone was 
thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the 
beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the 
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold ; the workman¬ 
ship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in 
thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the 
anointed cherub that covereth ; and I have set thee 
so ; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God ; thou 
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of 
fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day 
that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in 
thee." 

IJ these words were addressed to Satan (and we 
cannot doubt it, they are so wholly inapplicable to any 
human being) then from them we may gather :— 
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First.—That Satan was "created," therefore, not 
a "principle of evil," but a personal being, yet not 
eternal nor self-existent. 

Second.—That in his unfallen state, he was probably 
the greatest, mightiest, most glorious of all God's 
creatures. " Thou sealest up the sum (literally, wast 
the seal of perfection), full of wisdom, perfect in 
beauty." And this wonderfully corresponds with 
what we read in Jude 8-9, when the Apostle, 
referring to those who "speak evil of dignities," said 
" Yet Michael, the archangel, when contending with 
the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses, durst 
not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, 
'The Lord rebuke thee,' " as if even Michael the 
great archangel must treat Satan, fallen as he was, 
with due respect as a " dignity " formerly, perhaps, 
greater than himself. 

Third.—That he was created, like all God's works, 
perfect, without flaw or spot or blemish. " Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day thou wast created." 

Fourth.—That he fell from that: high and holy 
estate. "Till iniquity was found in thee." 

Fifth.—That he fell through pride of those very 
exalted honours which God had bestowed upon him. 
"Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, 
thou has corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 
brightness." 

But there we learn another wonderful truth which 
seems generally to be overlooked, namely, that he who 
is now called Satan was "in Eden the garden of 
God," in all his glory and beauty, every precious 
stone his covering when he " walked up and down in 
the midst of the stones of fire " and manifestly there¬ 
fore before he fell. 
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There are not a few who think that this earth was 
formerly the principality of Satan before the event 
narrated in Gen. i., and that it was on account of this 
that he was called "The Prince of this world," but 
that because of his sin the earth was destroyed and 
then re-formed for man's abode. But for this, as 
already pointed out, there is not a tittle of evidence in 
Scripture. The theory is born of the necessity to find 
some adequate cause for the fearful cataclysm which 
is supposed to have taken place between the events 
recorded in the first and second verses of Gen. i., or 
otherwise to account for a supposed vast pre-Adamic 
antiquity of the earth. 

On the other hand it is quite clear from our Lord's 
words in John xii. 31-33, that Satan's title as 
' ' Prince ' ' of this world rested on a totally different 
foundation to any supposed pre-Adamic possession 
of the earth. It rested solely on the fact of man's sin, 
otherwise he would not have lost his princedom 
through the atonement that Christ was about to make 
for the sin of man, and by which He deprived Satan of 
the only ground for this title.* 

May we not rather infer from the whole of this 
passage in Ezekiel, that this great and mysterious 
personage was, in his unfallen state, given some 
special post of honour in Eden in connection with God 
or man? that he, in common with all the other 
" sons of God," heard the counsels of Elohim, " Let 
us make man in our image after our likeness," that 
he now saw a creature brought into existence destined 
to a far greater honour than he himself possessed, 
that then there arose within him suddenly that terrible 

*I have dealt with this more fully in the chapter on " The 
Prince of this World," 
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jealousy which was his undoing, and that that was 
the time of which our Lord spoke when He said, " I 
saw Satan as lightning" fall from heaven"? 

At least, we know this, that Satan did raise the 
standard of revolt against the most High, and having 
fallen himself, resolved to capture and enslave the man 
which God had made, hoping thus no doubt to 
frustrate the purpose of the Almighty. In this he 
could not but utterly fail, but he succeeded in heading 
a great rebellion against God, and in bringing 
unspeakable woe upon vast myriads of God's 
creatures. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The Tempter, 
The question is often asked, " What is the origin 

of evil"? as if evil were some concrete substance 
which some one had ' ' created ' ' ! Moral evil is 
simply defection from right on the part of intelligent, 
moral beings, and believers in the Word of God can 
easily learn, in whom it first began, and how it came 
into the world with all its consequences, for through 
Satan's temptation, " by one man sin entered into the 
world and death by sin, and so death passed upon all 
men for that all have sinned." (Rom. v. 12). 

That Satan is a person, and not a mere abstraction, 
an allegorical " principle of evil," is clear from the 
whole Word of God—as much a person as a man or 
an angel is—also that he is immanent in all human 
affairs, ever stirring up men to> resist God and leading 
them on to their destruction. The Scriptures are full 
of references to him, in allegorical language or in 
words addressed to men—for in the Bible, God is 
addressing man, not angels—and the study of these 
opens up strange vistas of hidden depths, but it may 
be useful to sketch the story of his connection with 
man in those passages where He is more definitely 
revealed. 
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In Gen. iii. we read the strang-e statement : " Now 
the serpent was more subtil (i.e., wiser, more intelli¬ 
gent, more " k n o w i n g " ) than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made, and he said unto the 
woman and the woman said unto the ser¬ 
pen t . " Does not this throw a startling light 
upon the condition of the animal world before sin 
entered? Immense as was the distance between man 
who communed with his Maker and the lower animals, 
yet the condition of the animals as created by God 
was manifestly far higher than it is now. I t is 
probable that the " beasts of the field " had a much 
higher intelligence bestowed upon them than they 
have now, when " the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together " in consequence of man 's 
sin. People talk of the " ferocity of na tu re , " and 
wonder how it consists with the beneficent character 
of God. But we are told in Gen. i. 31, that God said 
" To every beast of the field and to every fowl of the 
air, and to everything that creepeth upon the earth 
wherein there is life, I have given every green herb 
for mea t . " Of course science would deny this, but 
this is out of the realm of science, which is, at best, 
human thoughts based upon human knowledge, and 
this is beyond the knowledge of man in the present 
day, but we have the testimony of God Himself, that 
it was so. Something of the same thing will occur 
again during our Lord's personal reign upon the 
earth, when " the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, 
and the lion shall eat straw like the o x . " The 
' ' ferocity of nature ' ' is clearly a result of the sin of 
man. 

But whatever may have been the intelligence of any 
" b e a s t of the field," it is here revealed to us tha t 
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' ' the s e r p e n t ' ' was superior to them all. W h a t its 
place in the animal world was , we know not now, but 
probably it was the k ing of beasts , and may, in some 
way, have represented the whole animal k ingdom. 
Manifestly it had peculiar gifts, and probably had 
been in the habit of conversing" with Adam and Eve. 
At any ra te , " the woman " appeared to be not the 
least start led at hear ing it speak with a human voice, 
but entered readily into- conversation with it. 

The serpent (from the use of the definite article it 
would appear that only one had been created) was 
probably no t only " more sub t i l , " but also more 
beautiful than " any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had m a d e . " I t was not till sin entered that it was 
" cursed above every beast of the field," and doomed 
to g o upon its belly, so, probably, moving in an up¬ 
r ight position in elegant , s inuous folds, with a bright 
shimmering skin and graceful head with brilliant 
sparkl ing eyes, it was a thing of beauty to look upon. 
This lovely creature , Satan chose, to act as his willing 
agent , and enter ing into it, as, long af terwards, he 
entered into Judas , he speedily effected his purpose in 
the downfall of man. 

Henceforward, serpents are always spoken of in 
Scripture as emblems of all t ha t is crafty, cruel, 
poisonous and devilish, and in int imate connection with 
Satan himself, who is twice in Revelation called " The 
dragon, tha t old serpent called the Devil and Satan 
which deceiveth the whole w o r l d . " 

The next mention we have, historically, of Satan, is 
in the book of Job, for tha t is evidently one of the 
most ancient books of the Bible. Here we have set 
forth the s t r ange fact of Satan being permitted to 
come into the presence of God on certain occasions, 
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and to obtain leave to try God's people, about whom, 
nevertheless, as he hissed out venomously regarding 
Job, he acknowledged that God had ' ' set an hedge 
about him and about his house and about all that is 
his," a hedge so thick and high that Satan could not 
get near him except with God's direct permission, a 
permission only granted for the carrying out of His 
gracious purposes. 

Turning- to the new Testament, we find him by his 
servant Herod trying in vain to slay the infant Jesus, 
and after our Lord's baptism he was given permission 
to meet Him in the wilderness and tempt " the second 
man from heaven " to sin, in which he signally failed. 
Some nowadays, represent this as " figurative 
language," supposing there was no " d e v i l " who 
spoke to Christ, but that the thoughts arose in his 
own mind which he instantly repelled. But if the evil 
thoughts had even for a moment arisen in His mind, 
He would have been a sinner, while on the other hand 
the Word of God relates the whole scene as an 
actual fact. 

And here let me note a very common error, namely, 
that Christ suffered temptation in the same way that 
we do, but that He overcame, and by His example 
showed us that we too, if we follow Him, may over¬ 
come. True, " He was in all points tempted (or 
tested) like as we are," but we are entirely unlike Him 
in that He was "ye t without sin," He "knew no 
sin," that is, sin was entirely outside Him, His pure, 
unsullied soul had never the slightest touch of evil 
within, and He was able to say " The Prince of this 
World cometh and hath nothing in Me." We are 
quite the reverse, sin permeates us through and 
through, and crushes the groaning spirit, even of the 

D 2 



52 GOD AND SATAN. 

child of God; what we need therefore, is not an 
example to shew us how to overcome, but an 
Almighty Saviour to deliver us by His own power. 
What would be the use of a strong alpine guide climb¬ 
ing some rocky steep and calling upon a poor, help¬ 
less cripple to follow him to a place of safety? Nay, 
but the guide must come down, take the cripple in his 
strong arms, and carry him up. This is what our 
Lord does for all who put their trust in Him. But He 
was subjected to the same temptations, the same 
trials, the same testing to which we are put, yea, and 
to an intensely greater degree, but this only served to 
show His absolute purity, that He was " without sin." 

Throughout the whole Bible Satan is ever repre¬ 
sented as the great Tempter ; tempting men to> sin, 
alluring them into evil courses and then binding them 
hand and foot, but his chief efforts appear to be 
directed against the people of God whom he delights 
to tempt in innumerable ways and then accuse them 
before God. What a strange glimpse of what, takes 
place in the unseen world we get in our Lord's words 
to Simon Peter : " Satan hath desired to have you that 
he may sift you as wheat ; but I have prayed for thee 
that thy faith fail not." (Luke xxii. 31.) Only in our 
Saviour's keeping are we safe from this terrible enemy. 

There are numerous references in the New 
Testament to Satan as a distinct person, having great 
powers, and the last is in Rev. xx., where it is said 
that at the end of the thousand years of Christ's 
personal reign on the earth, during which Satan will 
have been bound in prison, he will again be loosed, 
and will again go' out and deceive the nations and 
gather them together for a last great battle against 
the Lord, but he shall be taken and ' ' cast into the 
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l ake of fire and br ims tone , where the beas t and false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever.' ' 

An awful destiny which he is carving- out for him¬ 
self, and to which he is bringing all who follow him, 
whose minds he has blinded, who walk " according 
to the course of this world, according to> the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience.'' He, their deceiver, 
and leader, will doubtless descend to the lowest hell, 
brought there by his rebellion against the Most High, 
his fearful crimes and wickedness and his implacable 
hatred to God. 

" Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify 
Thy Name? for Thou only art holy ; for all the 
nations shall come and worship before Thee ; for Thy 
judgments are made manifest." (Rev. xv. 3, 4.). 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Why did God Permit Evil? 
The heavens stood out in all their grandeur, 

declaring- the glory of God, the earth shewed forth 
His handiwork so marvellous, so beautiful, so perfect, 
that " the morning' stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy." But soon, as we have 
seen, a hand was raised against the Creator, a 
treacherous blow was struck, sin entered, and all this 
glorious creation was blighted with a curse. 

How came this to pass? Was not God omnipotent? 
Had He not omniscience ? Did He not know that 
one of those mighty " sons of God " would rise up 
in rebellion against Him, would terribly mar His 
handiwork, and bring" a curse upon the man whom He 
had made, and all the works over which He had given 
him dominion? Could He not in His infinite wisdom 
and almighty power have prevented it all? Or when 
first iniquity was found in Satan could not God have 
crushed him before the infection spread, and thus 
myriads have been saved from being" dragged down 
to eternal ruin? 

Questions such as these Satan has long" been 
assiduous in whispering in the ears of men, eager to 
throw the blame upon God for the havoc which he 
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himself has wrought in the world, and he even 
succeeds in troubling- the minds of some of God's own 
children. 

Let us at once frankly admit that this is a great 
mystery beyond the power of man to solve. Could 
one ascend to the highest height of heaven and 
descend to the lowest depth of the abyss, one could 
not even then comprehend the infinite wisdom of God, 
but would be compelled to exclaim, " How unsearch¬ 
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding-
out." 

But although our understandings are too feeble, 
our powers too limited to solve this great mystery, 
there are some things we may consider which help to 
put our minds at perfect rest concerning it. 

Our knowledge of the " deep things of God " must 
always, at least in this life, be very imperfect, but 
there is one thing we know, and that is that " GOD IS 
LIGHT, and in Him is no darkness at all." This is 
the bed-rock of our faith, an immoveable foundation. 
It is revealed to us in all its fullness in the Word of 
God, and this revelation finds an echo in all His handi¬ 
work. The wonders of nature which true science 
has unveiled to us, all speak of the infinite wisdom 
and power and goodness of the Creator, in the marvel¬ 
lous adaptation of everything in its minutest details 
for the well-being of each and of the whole—except 
where sin has marred and blighted it with a curse. 
Now we know that no fountain can send forth both 
sweet water and bitter, therefore God, " the Fountain 
of Light," cannot be the author of both good and 
evil. We know, moreover, that whatever the 
Supreme, Self-existent One is He must be infinitely, 
eternally and unchangeably the same, and as all 
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creation proclaims His goodness, we know that He 
can be only good, and that in Him can be " n o dark¬ 
ness at a l l . " 

But it is in His Word that we see this truth in all its 
fullness and glory, and learn that He " is righteous 
in all His ways and holy in all His w o r k s . " 
(Psa. cxlv.). 

Another thing- we know is that " G O D IS L O V E . " 
The whole of nature proclaims this to the ear that is 
attuned to hear, and shows it forth to the eye that is 
opened to see the wonderful works of God. But 
again, it is only in His own revelation of Himself in 
His word that we can know it in its fulness and glory. 
Now love needs an object on which to pour forth all 
its riches, and in loving it craves to be loved again. 
This is human, but as man was made in the image of 
God, we may reverently believe that it is the reflex of 
the heart of God. The Triune God truly had no need of 
an object outside the glorious Godhead of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, but in infinite grace designed to 
bring into existence beings on whom the infinite and 
eternal love might take Divine satisfaction in bless¬ 
ing. God did not, however, only bring into existence 
creatures that could obey His will and inanimately 
show forth His glory, but He created beings who 
could not only receive, but also reciprocate His love, 
and thus be capable of possessing the most exalted 
joy. But love must be free, it cannot be bound, it 
cannot be compelled, it cannot be bought. " If a man 
would give all the substance of his house for love it 
would be utterly contemned." If beings were 
created to love, therefore, they must be endowed with 
absolute free-will, and be left perfectly free to choose 
whether they would obey or disobey. To- create 
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such being's was the very acme of creative power, and 
opened the door to the very highest point of creature 
blessedness, while at the same time it necessarily 
made possible by wilful disobedience, a descent to the 
deepest woe. If some, if any number of creatures 
endowed with such a marvellous gift, deliberately 
chose the latter, is it just for such an one to cast the 
blame on God his Maker? 

But there is a third consideration, a wondrous t ruth 
which is mostly forgotten, namely, that God Himself 
is the chief Sufferer from the entrance of sin into His 
creation. This is a truth which is too little thought 
of. W e are apt to think too exclusively of God as the 
Judge of all the earth, sitting upon the throne, judg¬ 
ing right, and to forget how tender is His heart and 
how deep is His grief for the sin and the sorrow and 
sufferings of mankind. Did you ever note the Divine 
pathos of the words addressed to Adam when he had 
fallen from his state of innocence and hidden himself 
from the Lord God? " Adam, where art thou? " 
Adam was the son of God (Luke iii. 38) created in 
His image, after His likeness, for whose sake as 
progenitor of the race, " G o d created the heaven and 
the e a r t h , " for whom He had planted a garden in 
Eden, in whom He had delighted and toward whom 
had flowed out His tenderest love. And now Adam 
had hearkened to the voice of the tempter and 
deliberately sinned against His Maker. W e know 
what an earthly father would feel under such circum¬ 
stances, but as we cannot fathom the love of God so 
we cannot comprehend the awful grief that filled His 
heart when beholding this son of His love, with all 
the myriads that should proceed from him, LOST, and 
God alone knew the terrible meaning of the word. 
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" A d a m , where ar t t h o u ? " There is an infinitely 
deeper meaning1 in those words than simply the 
question as to his immediate place of hiding, and all 
through the Bible there is an undertone of this note 
of pain in the heart of God. 

But if the sin of man cost God so- much suffering, 
his redemption cost infinitely more. W h a t that was 
in the eternal counsels of the Triune God is not 
revealed, and could not be revealed to our finite under¬ 
standings, but enough is revealed in Scripture to< 
cause us to stand awe-struck with bowed heads and 
tear-dimmed eyes, and hearts amazed. To send " His 
own Son " into the world to be the propitiation for 
our sins, knowing that instead of being received with 
grat i tude H e would be "desp i sed and rejected of 
men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," 
to lay down His life for those who would cry " Away 
with Him, crucify Him " was a terrible price to pay 
for " the ransom for m a n y . " Let us look for a 
moment at Gethsemane and think what infinite pain 
must have been in the heart of the Fa ther when His 
beloved Son, " being in an a g o n y , " besought Him 
with tears "If it be possible let this cup pass from 
Me, nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be d o n e , " 
yet, because "God so loved the world " He could not 
take that bitter cup away, and when the Lord Jesus, 
having overcome, was on His way to judgment, He 
meekly said " The cup which my Father hath given 
Me, shall I not drink it? " 

Then think of Calvary, when " the Son of Hisi 
love " hung in excruciating pain upon the dreadful 
cross, reviled, mocked, jeered at, and hated by the 
very sinners whom He came to save, when at His 
command " more than twelve legions of angels" 
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would have instantly, at any moment, swept down 
upon the crowd and destroyed those murderers. Nay, 
at any moment the great Sufferer Himself could have 
come down from the cross or ascended straight to 
heaven, but for the undying love that was in His 
heart, and for the commandment He had received 
from His Father . (John x. 18). 

The darkness deepened, the cruelty of man had 
spent itself, the time had come foi Christ to be 
" made, sin for us," when " the Lord laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all ," and there took place that awful 
"cutt ing- off" from God, which is death. W e can 
only stand with bowed heads and trembling hearts 
on the brink of that awful pit into which the Lord 
descended, and listen to the cry of agony which comes 
from the impenetrable gloom, " My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken M e ! " May we not 
reverently contemplate the agony that was in the heart 
of God when He had to cry "Awake, O Sword, 
against My Shepherd and against the Man that is 
My Fel low." 

No finite grief and pain can at all be compared with 
this, and when we realise that the Triune God Himself 
has been the chief Sufferer from the entrance of 
sin into His fair creation, we may know of a surety 
that sin never was part of His design, though in the 
carrying out of His glorious purpose of grace He 
forsaw it from the beginning and made such won¬ 
drous provision that out of this terrible evil there 
shone forth more abundantly the perfection of His 
glory. 

For the rest we hear the Divine voice saying, " Be 
still, and know that I am God , " and all who " know 
His name " respond " Amen! " 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Angels that Sinned* 
What infinite pathos lies in those four words, " the 

angels that sinned." When a young- man, after 
giving fair promise of a good life and noble character, 
goes out into the world, and getting his feet 
entangled, falls into sin and shame, bringing grief 
to his father and mother, how one's heart is saddened. 
When a good man who has lived for many years in 
the service of God is tripped up by the wicked one 
and brings dishonour on the Name of his Master, 
what a cloud is cast on the whole Church of Christ! 

How then can we contemplate with aught but pain 
and sorrow, mingled with amazement the dread fall 
of those glorious beings " that excel in strength," 
who doubtless were amongst those " sons of God " 
who " shouted for joy " when they saw " the corner 
stone " of this fair earth laid in its beauty by the hand 
of the Creator. 

Very little is told us in Scripture concerning them. 
Who and what they are, what is their number, how 
they sinned and when they sinned is not revealed ; 
only that they were " angels that sinned " who were 
then " cast down to hell and delivered into pits (R-V.) 
of darkness to be reserved unto- judgment" (2 Peter 
ii. 4). 
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We are told also that "God spared n o t " these 
angels. He who in His infinite mercy to men " spared 
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all," 
spared not the angels. No atonement was made for 
these. Christ " took not on Him the nature of 
angels." Why this was so—for they are God's 
creatures as we are—we do not know, but we 
know that " God is love," and we may therefore 
believe that if it had been possible for God to have 
saved them in righteousness He would have done so. 

Neither are we told why they are kept " in everlast¬ 
ing chains under darkness " while Satan, the great 
leader of rebellion, and the host of " wicked spirits " 
are still allowed to be at large for a time ; but we 
know that all things are under the perfect control and 
direction of infinite wisdom, omnipotent power, and 
inviolable righteousness. Therefore, bowing our 
heads in reverence before the God of Heaven, we can 
only praise and adore Him Who is " righteous in all 
His ways and holy in all His works." 

Yet one suggestion I would offer as probably one 
of the reasons. Each one of " the angels that 
sinned " sinned for himself and by himself. He was 
created a holy being, with perfect free will, but with¬ 
out the faintest bias towards evil. It was therefore 
with full God-given power to remain obedient, and 
with full knowledge of the consequences that each one 
deliberately lifted up his hand against the Most High 
God, and with full determination to make his attitude 
toward God irrevocable. With the human race it is 
different, for every child of Adam is born in sin and 
conceived in iniquity, so that by nature his carnal 
mind is enmity against God. Yet the sin of those 
men, who reject the Saviour and turn the grace of 
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God into lasciviousness, is surely vastly greater than 
that of the angels, and all who so reject God's mercy 
offered freely at so great a cost will consequently 
bring upon themselves a correspondingly greater con¬ 
demnation. 

But to return to " the angels that s inned," their 
sin was doubtless of great magnitude, and though God 
has not seen fit to> reveal it to us yet there are some 
indications in Scripture of what it may have been, 
and although we must not peer into what God has 
concealed, yet it is r ight to consider everything that 
the Holy Spirit has revealed. 

From the reference in Jude to the sin of the angels, 
where it is mentioned in s t range conjunction with the 
sin of Sodom and Gomorrah, many students of 
the Word have been led to; believe that " the sons of 
God ," in Gen. vi., were fallen angels. It may seem 
impossible that angels should be able to " t a k e them¬ 
selves wives " of " the daughters of m e n , " but in a 
realm which is utterly beyond our comprehension, it 
is useless for us to imagine what is possible and what 
impossible. 

The evidences as to the fact are very strong, what¬ 
ever may be thought of the possibility. Let us 
consider them :— 

First.—In the Old Testament the title " s o n s of 
G o d " is nowhere else applied to men except in 
Hosea i. 10, when it is prophesied of the future, " It 
shall come to pass that Ye shall be called 
the sons of the living God . " This prophecy, we are 
told, in Romans ix. 6, is fulfilled in the present 
dispensation. In the only other book of the Old 
Testament, the Book of Job, where the term is used 
it is definitely applied to the angels. In chapter 
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xxxviii. 7, we are told that "a l l the sons of God 
shouted for j o y " when " t h e corner s t o n e " of the 
ear th was laid, and in the first chapter we are told 
that " there was a day when the sons; of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came 
also among t h e m . " Only in these passages and in 
Gen. vi. is the term used. 

Second.—It is noteworthy that the marriages were 
only between " the sons of God " and " the daughters 
of m e n . " Nothing is said about the sons of men and 
the daughters of God, as would have been the case 
had it been simply inter-marriages between the two 
races of Seth and Cain. 

Third.—It is manifestly recorded as a thing of 
exceptional lawlessness and of the production of great 
wickedness, for which the thought of inter-marriages 
between the lines of Seth and Cain suggest no 
adequate reason. 

Fourth.—The results of these marriages were 
wholly unusual, the progeny were monsters, probably 
in stature, and certainly in wickedness. The word 
" g i a n t s , " in verse 4, does not convey a r ight idea. 
The Hebrew word is " Nephilim "—fallen ones— 
(probably angels who had already rebelled), and we 
learn from the whole passage that the ear th began to> 
be filled with these " mighty men which were of old, 
men of r enown," probably like Nimrod, " mighty 
hun t e r s , " hunters of men, until " t h e ear th was 
corrupt! before God, and the ear th was filled with 
violence," so wicked had it become, that the whole 
human race, except Noah and his family, had to be 
destroyed. 

The only adequate cause we can conceive of for 
such a dreadful state is the commission of some grea t 
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"unnatural crime" (as Dean Alford translates the 
words "strange flesh," in Jude 7), such an awful 
breach of the laws of God as brought about such a 
state of corruption, wickedness and violence, that " it 
repented the Lord that He had made man on the earth 
and it grieved Him at His heart, and the Lord said I 
will destroy man, whom I have created, from the face 
of the earth, both man and beast and creeping thing, 
and fowls of the air : for it repenteth Me that I have 
made them." (Gen. vi. 6, 7.). 

We cannot comprehend the meaning of these 
words, but they are there, written by inspiration of 
the Spirit of God, and therefore true ; but it is 
impossible to believe that such a state of things could 
have been brought about simply in consequence of 
intermarriages between the descendants of Seth and 
Cain. They cast, however, a lurid light upon the 
awful lawlessness of " the angels that sinned," which 
is also strangely consistent with the Chaldean legends 
after the Flood, of the inter-marriages of " the gods " 
with the " daughters of men." 

If " going after strange flesh " of any kind is, as 
we know it is, an abomination unto the Lord, what 
a horrible crime, in His sight, must have been the sin 
of these angels, and how righteous was His act in 
condemning them to condign eternal punishment, 
while at the same time He swept away the corrupted 
world with a terrible flood. 

But it may be asked, What is the practical value of 
the investigation of such a subject? The reverent 
study of all that is revealed in Scripture has its 
practical value, and this particular subject may give 
us a clue to the origin of a race of beings of whose 
existence and deeds the Scriptures are full, and the 
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history of the world furnishes large experience. 
These are the demons, or unclean spirits, myriads of 
which seem to infest the world and to fill the air. 
They cannot be " the angels that sinned," for these 
are in prison, and they certainly cannot be the lost 
souls of men, but they are supposed by some, and with 
much reason, to be the spirits or souls of the progeny 
of the marriages between the fallen " sons of God " 
and " the daughters of men." If this be correct, God 
is in no way responsible for their existence, they were 
not beings created by Him, either in an unfallen or a 
fallen condition, but were the product of the " un¬ 
natural crime " of those who1 rebelled against! Him. 

A remarkable indication of their semi-human origin 
is found in the fact of their great desire to be "clothed 
upon" (in connection with this see 2 Cor. v. 1-4) with 
fleshly bodies, to dwell even in the bodies of swine if 
they are cast out of the bodies of men and women 
(see Mark v. 1-13 ; Luke xi. 24-26) to obtain some 
kind of " rest," and if one finds entrance to a human 
being, he seems to be able to claim it as his ' ' house ' ' 
and to admit a multitude more. 

These demons have in all ages been employed by 
Satan to get into communication with men, and 
though they have always been a terror to mankind 
generally, yet multitudes of men and women have 
always delighted, and do still delight, to get into 
intercourse with them, for the sake of the super¬ 
natural power which they thereby obtain, though it 
invariably brings them into the bondage; of hell. 

The whole of heathendom is full of this crime, and 
under this terrible opression, "led captive by the 
devil at his will," but it is strange to find that in the 
most enlightened lands, under the highest civilization, . 
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where also the light of the Gospel shines, such multi¬ 
tudes of men and women should be eagerly running 
after the same thing-. They will not yield themselves 
to God, so they gladly yield themselves to Satan by 
seeking intercourse with the demons. 

The extent to which this has already grown, and 
the rapidity with which it is still growing, is truly 
appalling. The craze which men and women have 
(especially women) for knowing their future, is fed 
and traded upon by the demons and their " mediums " 
with every kind of appliance. Theosophy, for the 
more intellectual of their dupes, palmistry, planchette, 
crystal gazing, fortune telling-, soothsaying, and 
every kind of folly for the more ignorant; betting and 
gambling for the more covetous, are some of the ways 
by which these are snared by the demons into the net 
of Satan, by which if they are not delivered from it 
by the power of God they will ultimately be dragged 
down to hell. There are also many public displays of 
the same demoniacal power, while even some profess 
to "expose the trickery" by employing "mediums" to 
do the same things, on the pretence that they are 
done by mere mechanical contrivance. 

The power of the demons to' do1 " lying signs and 
wonders" is very great. I could tell of many strange 
things reported to me by credible eyewitnesses, but 
which if I related them would probably be regarded by 
my readers as fables. 

All these are the works and the doctrines of 
"demons ," the "lying spirits," the "seducing' 
spirits," the " unclean spirits," the " wicked spirits," 
and whoever has anything to do with them is ' ' nigh 
unto cursing." Come thou not near them O my soul! 



CHAPTER X. 

The Host of Heaven* 
" And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and 

when thou seest the sun and the moon and the stars, 
even all the host of heaven, shouldst be driven to 
worship them and serve them " (Deut. iv. 19), was 
the warning given to Israel, and repeated again 
and again, yet they "hardened their necks," 
and continually fell into this degrading idolatry, they 
" worshipped all the host of heaven and served Baal " 
(2 Kings xvii. 16). 

This is the great idolatry that has filled the whole 
world, the attempt to set up Satan's throne against 
the throne of the Most High. From the first of 
Satan's rebellion his overtopping ambition has been 
to be ' ' equal with God ' ' and to be ' ' worshipped as 
God," and to this end he has bent all those 
transcendent powers with which he was endowed when 
he was created in his pristine glory, and which, 
apparently, he still possesses, though he has fallen to 
the lowest depth of wickedness. 

Man is made for worship, but to worship God alone 
Who alone is worthy. It was one, not of " the host 
of heaven," but of " the heavenly host," who, when 
the apostle John fell at his feet to worship him cried 
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out instantly, " See thou do it not, for I am thy 
fellow servant WORSHIP G O D . " Men may be 
unconscious of it, or not believe it, but it is a solemn 
truth and an appalling- fact that all men worship and 
serve one or the other, Jehovah or Baal, Christ or 
" Barabbas," God or Satan. 

In the early days of the world's history, Satan 
assiduously sought to turn men's thoughts away from 
God, and so to turn them ultimately to himself, there¬ 
fore, he directed them to " lift up their eyes unto the 
heavens ' ' to behold the sun and the moon and the 
stars, and when they saw the glories of God's 
creation, instead of glorifying- Him, he taught them 
to " worship and serve the creature rather than the 
Creator." (Rom. i. 25). 

Thus he himself became the great sun-god Baal, 
who, in various forms, has been worshipped through¬ 
out the world for thousands of years, filling even 
" Christendom " with this idolatry and strangely per¬ 
meating, and to a greater or lesser extent perverting 
the professing Church of Christ. 

But what is " the host of heaven"? It is clear 
from the Word of God that it is not only the sun and 
the moon and the stars. These are the external 
objects, but behind these is a host unseen to the 
human eye, but real and invested with terrible powers. 
In Rev. xii., we read of the " great red dragon," who 
is " the devil and Satan," who, "with his tail drew 
the third part of the stars of heaven and did cast them 
to the earth." Is not the meaning of this, that Satan 
in his revolt seduced a large number (possibly about 
a third) of the angels who* followed him in his 
rebellion ? These would appear to be principalities, 
the powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
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and spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies, of 
which we read in Eph. vi. 12, against which we have 
to wrestle, putting- on the whole armour of God. 

These could not be " t h e angels that sinned," for 
these latter are bound in ' ' chains (or pits) of dark¬ 
ness," until the day of the judgment, while the 
language seems altogether too lofty to apply to the 
" unclean spirits," of which we wrote in the previous 
chapter. It is evident that they are the host of 
angels who fell with Satan in his first rebellion, and 
who, like him, are still allowed liberty of action, and 
are the great "world rulers" (Eph. vi. 12—R.V.) 
under his appointment. It is probable that only some 
of the fallen angels were guilty of the grievous law¬ 
lessness recorded in Genesis vi., and who> are 
"reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto 
the coming of the day of judgment," while the rest 
are still allowed for a time, with their great leader, 
to remain in the "heavenly places." 

The " unclean spirits " or " demons " appear to be 
a lower order of beings, and probably are as referred 
to in the previous chapter, the spirits of the unnatural 
progeny of the " Nephilim " or " fallen ones " and 
" t h e daughters of men." Their commission under 
Satan is evidently not to rule this world, but to get 
into contact with men's spirits, to tempt them to sin, 
to stir up their evil passions, and draw them away 
into every kind of fleshly and hellish lust; to get 
possession of them, spirit, soul and body, and bind 
them captive to the will of their august master. 

At the head of this great army, this vast organiza¬ 
tion stands Satan, at one time probably the greatest, 
the loftiest of spiritual beings which God had created, 
and who, from the highest height of created glory, 
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fell to the lowest abyss of wickedness, bringing in his 
train a multitude of men and angels to unite with him 
in his great conspiracy against " the Lord's 
Anointed.'' 

This it is which makes idolatry such an abomina¬ 
tion to the Lord, for behind the external objects, as 
already said, behind the sun and the moon and the 
stars, stands this " host of heaven," the principalities 
and powers, and rulers of darkness, represented in 
heathen mythology by the figures in the Zodiac, 
claiming with Satan or Baal the great sun-god, the 
adoration and worship which are due to God alone. 

But in this worship there is a yet deeper depth of 
infamy, in which, with marvellous ingenuity, Satan 
has '' changed the truth of God into a lie.'' This is 
" the mystery of iniquity," which is limned out for us 
in the Zodiac of mythology. So close is this lie to the 
truth in appearance that some Christian writers have 
supposed that in the signs of the Zodiac, God has 
Himself set before us in the heavens the story of 
redemption. As not a few have been led to believe 
this, it may be well to show that such a thing- is 
impossible. 

First.—Can it be thought possible, in face of the 
second commandment of the law, and of such words 
as we read in Deut. iv. 15-18, that God would Himself 
g-ive likenesses of men and women, of beasts, reptiles 
and monstrosities to represent the redemptive work 
of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

Second.—Is it credible that God would inspire in the 
minds of men such fantastic " similitudes" in the 
heavens as a witness, and then strictly and repeatedly 
forbid His people from regarding them? And 
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Third.—There is not the remotest connection 
between the constellations of the stars themselves and 
the figures that are arbitrarily and fantastically 
pourtrayed on all the heathen planispheres of the 
heavens. In the study of the one we have astronomy, 
in the study of the other we have astrology. In the 
former we have the fact in nature of the sun's annual 
progression through the constellations ; in the latter 
we have the sun-god's triumphal march around his 
satellites. 

That these represent real beings is abundantly clear 
from Scripture, also! that they are continually in 
antagonism with the holy angels, the " thrones, 
dominions, principalities, powers," mentioned in Col. 
i. 16. In Rev. xii. 7, we are told that " there was 
war in heaven; Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon ; and the dragon fought and his 
angels." Whether that1 represents a continued war¬ 
fare or is prophetic of a particular time does not 
matter, for we have other indications throughout 
Scripture of the battle going on. In Daniel x. 13, 
Gabriel told Daniel that when he was sent from God 
with a message to him "the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty days, but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 
and I remained there with the kings of Persia," and 
again, verse 20, " Now I will return to fight with the 
prince of Persia, and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come." These could not be 
human princes who withstood the archangels Gabriel 
and Michael, and though we cannot tell what the 
nature of the opposition was, we learn from these 
passages something of the real warfare that is going 
on in the heavens. Again, in Jude, we are told of the 
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archangel Michael contending- with the devil, and 
disputing with him about the body of Moses. 

All these are beyond our comprehension, but they 
are glimpses given us into the unseen world, and tell 
us of the reality of those spiritual wickednesses in 
the heavenlies, those rulers of the darkness of this 
world, which are represented in the mythological signs 
of the Zodiac; in the ancient Chaldean planisphere of 
the heavens. 

This, then, is the worship of " the host of heaven " 
which has filled the whole earth, and even finds place 
in the professing Church of Christ. 

It was probably this to which the Apostle refers in 
Col. ii. 18, as "a worshipping of angels," which 
shows how early, even in the days of the Apostle, this 
evil had crept in, probably introduced by some Gentile 
converts, who found it difficult to give up entirely 
their former heathen practices, and sought to justify 
them. In what is looked upon as the present days of 
enlightenment, " Christendom " is still full of it, and 
we see it in the use of the horoscope, the calculating 
of destinies from the day and hour of a child's birth, 
in kissing the hand to the new moon, in the fear of 
seeing the new moon through glass, or of sitting down 
thirteen to dinner, in throwing salt over the shoulder, 
in the " christening " of ships, as well as in the many 
forms of spiritualism, already referred to, in regarding 
of omens, and in the thousand and one relics of ancient 
heathen superstition. 

The doers of these things are doubtless unconscious 
of the evil, but it is, in reality, a heinous sin in the 
sight of God. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Babylon L 
" Babylon daughter of the Chaldeans." 
" Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and 

abominations of the earth." 
Babylon, real and mystical, has always been the 

home of mystery, the centre and propagator of all 
idolatry. Its place in the world's history is unique, 
indeed, it is the very beginning of the history of the 
world (outside of the Bible), and its power and 
influence are felt to this day. 

Men are wont to speak of those ancient times as 
" the days of the world's childhood," but if so, it was 
a marvellous childhood, compared with which the 
present time might be aptly called " the days of tke 
world's second childhood " ! There were mighty men 
in those days, not only in war, but also in intellect. 
Things that are familiar to us now and seem so simple, 
are but the superstructure, built upon the foundation 
of their inventions, such as the calendar, arithmetic, 
the art of writing, astronomy, and all the sciences 
which had their cradle in Babylon among the ancient 
Akkadians. 

But it is with mystical Babylon that our interest lies, 
and to understand this, if we turn the searchlight of 
Scripture upon her ancient history we shall find how 
.she was indeed the place of Satan's throne. 

" If thou wilt fall down and worship me," said the 
Prince of darkness, with bold effrontery to the Son 
of God. This was the most daring- suggestion of 
wickedness that is recorded as having fallen from 
the lips even of Satan. This was the most towering 
height of his vainglorious ambition to be worshipped 
as God, and it was met with the crushing rejoinder, 
"Ge t thee hence, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt 
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worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve.'' This is the final issue between God and 
Satan. 

There are evidences throughout the whole world, 
though Scripture is silent on the subject, that it was 
not long after Satan had accomplished the fall of man 
when he began to imbue the minds of men with the 
thought that he was the true God and the friend of 
man. This alone accounts for the remarkable fact 
that the remains of the ancient world are filled with 
evidences of the universal worship of serpents as 
being intimately connected with the worship of the 
sun-god, and there are traces of it in many parts, 
even at the present day. It is amazing that serpents, 
against which there is an almost universal natural 
revulsion, should have been throughout the world 
worshipped as the God of wisdom and knowledge, but 
this can readily be traced to the Serpent's suggestion 
to the woman, " For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." It was 
easy after this to inject into the minds of men the 
belief that the Serpent, as the god of knowledge, was 
the beneficent friend from whom all wisdom came, and 
who protected man from Him, Whom he represented 
as his arch enemy who sought to keep him in ignor¬ 
ance, by forbidding him to eat of the fruit of the tree 
of knowledge. 

Anyway, the serpent, the tree, and the woman, are 
the salient points in the most ancient forms of worship, 
traces of which are found among all the different races 
of men, and are strangely intermingled with the 
worship of the sun. 

It was not, however, until the days of Babylon that 
a marvellous system of idolatry appears to have been 
formulated, a system full of confusion, aggravated as 
time went on by the different nations having different 
names for their gods and goddesses, yet with one 
great central thought running through all, that 
thought a masterpiece of the wickedness of Satan. 
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The great crime of idolatry is, as we have said, that 
it has '' changed the truth of God into a lie ''—a 
hellish lie, yet in some of its features so like the truth 
that many in the present day tell us that all religions 
are alike, and the Christian religion is only one of 
them. The resemblance however, is but superficial, 
just as much as a base counterfeit resembles a genuine 
coin and can only deceive those who are ignorant of 
or opposed to the truth, yet it is sufficient to show 
the cunning craftiness of the " Father of lies." It 
shews also that the ancient mythologies were no mere 
human inventions or superstitions, still less were they 
a groping after the light, as many regard them, for 
they evince an acquaintance with the things of God, 
which no unaided human mind could possess. They 
could only have been given by inspiration of the devil. 
It is important to understand this in the present day, 
when there is such a recrudescence, as will after¬ 
wards be shown, of the Babylonian idolatry. 

What is that idolatry? To the "common people" 
who bow down to stocks and stones, who "worship 
they know not what," who live in constant fear of 
devils and evil spirits, who are terrorised by omens 
and signs and prognostications, who bring their poor, 
pitiful offerings to the idols, and who, like "dumb 
driven cattle," are the victims of the priestcraft of 
wickedness, it is simply a great bondage, a terrible 
oppression, which makes life a horrid nightmare. But 
to those who are initiated, the priests and priestesses 
of the profession who "delight in lies," it is a great 
conspiracy against God and man, giving them—the 
priests—a power which they wield unmercifully over 
their votaries for their enslavement, and for the grati¬ 
fication of every cruel and abominable lust. 

What then is this " mystery of iniquity " into which 
they are initiated? Out of the great and almost 
inextricable confusion in all the ancient mythologies, 
there is one leading current of thought which shows 
to what an extent Satan had grasped the meaning of 
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the prophecy in Gen. iii. 15, concerning his seed and 
the seed of the woman. For Satan, with his marvel¬ 
lous intelligence, had doubtless gathered from these 
words and from the sacrifices which God had insti¬ 
tuted immediately after man's fall, as well as the 
early promises, that some mighty "seed of the 
woman" was to arise and crush him, and thus deliver 
the world from his power, but that this deliverance 
should be through suffering1 and death on the part of 
the victor. 

Then, long before a written revelation had been 
g*iven to man, long before the prophets prophesied of 
that which they themselves understood not, but 
searched diligently to know the meaning, Satan put 
forth a counterfeit, a distortion, a travesty of the 
story of redemption in which he himself posed both 
as the supreme God, the Father, and as the Son, the 
seed of the woman, who, at once a victim, and a 
victor, died and rose again to be the Saviour of the 
world, the great deliverer of mankind, from One Who 
is represented to be an awful oppressor, their terrible 
enemy, Who is none other than the ever blessed God ! 

So at Babylon, the worship of the serpent was 
merged into the worship of the great sun-god Baal, 
and of the moon and of the stars, and of all the host 
of heaven that Satan might be able more completely 
to effect his design to be worshipped as God. Can we 
wonder that idolatry is such an awful abomination 
unto God when the author of it seeks to take the glory 
from Himself and from His beloved Son? 

But there are still deeper depths of Satan who, 
having tempted our first parents into sin, was deter¬ 
mined upon the enslavement of the whole human race, 
and concocted a deep laid plan to oppose God's 
scheme for their redemption, and drag the whole 
world into his horrible pit. By this plan, he appealed 
at one and the same time to the highest intellects, the 
loftiest ideals, and the very basest passions of man¬ 
kind. For while in the Babylonian or Chaldean 
system there is an esoteric philosophy which men 
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admire to the present day, there is also the mysteries, 
a secret abomination known only to the initiated, and 
the external rites are always celebrated with every 
form of excess, with licentious revelry, lust, and horrid 
cruelty, which, pandering- to the carnal nature of man¬ 
kind, have ever played upon the passions of the 
people, so that the worship of the idols has always 
been attended by the most awful orgies. 

To bring" this about, Satan chose a wonderfully fit 
time and place and people. It was in the early days 
after the Flood, when " the whole earth was of one 
language and of one speech," that he stirred them up 
to this great conspiracy against God. It is evident 
from ancient history and from tablets and cylinders 
which have come to light, that there were "mighty 
men " in those days, like their forefathers before the 
Flood, and the mightiest of these was Nimrod, whose 
prominence and prowess was SO' great that, as 
Scripture records, it was a common proverb to say 
" Even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the 
Lord." He was a mighty man, towering above all 
his compeers, "And the beginning of his kingdom 
was Babylon and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the 
land of Shinar. Out of that land he went out into 
Assyria (see margin) and builded Nineveh and the city 
Rehoboth and Calah, and Resen between Nineveh 
and Calah; the same is a great city." (Gen. x. 10-
12). These are the mighty deeds recorded of the all-
conquering' " Nimrod the great," and this was the 
man selected by Satan to lead in the great rebellion. 

We can well imagine that in those days the memory 
of the terrible deluge that had swept away the whole 
human race except one family would be fresh in men's 
minds, and, as in the case of all conscience-smitten 
sinners, the " terror of the Lord " would be upon 
them. But instead of repenting, they hated Him yet 
the more, and when Nimrod, " the mighty hunter," 
concocted a daring plan of defiance in building the 
great tower of Babel, it is little wonder that men 
hailed him as a leader and afterwards magnified his 



78 GOD AXD SATAN. 

memory as a great deliverer, and worshipped him as 
a god. 

But history tells us of his wife Semiramis also, a 
beautiful but licentious and abandoned woman, who 
shared his greatness and afterwards eclipsed him in 
fame and in his extravagant pretensions. 

As the great anti-Christ, who is yet to come, will 
be energised by Satan, so also doubtless was this first 
great rebel against God energised, and as the false 
prophet, the servant of Satan will hereafter " cause 
all men to worship the image of the beast," so also 
did the servants of Satan bring about the almost 
universal worship of this wicked pair. 

That the Babylonian system of idolatry was not 
merely men's own imaginations, as we have already 
said is clear, because it shows a knowledge of God 
and of the counsels of God that the natural heart of 
man could not possibly conceive of unaided. There 
is the degradation of all that is pure in the system, 
but the Chaldeans had their trinity of Godhead. Ea 
the father, Ishtar the woman, and Marduk or Merodach 
or Belus the son. Ea was "self-begotten." The 
name of Marduk or Belus meant the circle or 
"radiance of the sun." He was said to "reveal to 
mankind the knowledge of Ea," and was invoked in 
Akkadian hymns as " mighty to save." 

Soon, however, Ishtar " the queen of heaven," " the 
mother of the gods," " the lady of battles," began to 
eclipse the others and have the chief divine honours 
paid to her. Marduk or Belus was at once her 
husband and her son. He is called " the husband of 
the mother of the gods," and this leads to the belief 
that Semiramis, the prototype of " Ishtar," was 
actually both wife and mother of Nimrod, the proto¬ 
type of " Belus," and that this horrid incest gave 
rise to the abominable orgies of lust that have always 
accompanied idolatry. 

Thus Satan sought to interpret the promise and to 
propagate a lie concerning "the seed of the woman," 
who, according to him was wounded to death and 
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brought to life again. We are told by sceptics that 
the story of the virgin birth of Christ was only one of 
similar legends in the old heathen mythology, and 
some Christian writers stoutly maintain that there 
were no such legends in ancient heathendom. This, 
however, is a mistake, for all the great heathen 
" sys t ems" are based upon this counterfeit instilled 
into the minds of men by Satan long before the real 
virgin birth of Christ was revealed to man. This is 
just another evidence that these systems were not 
men's inventions, but were inspired by one who had 
a better understanding of the meaning of the promise 
of "the seed of the woman," who was to bruise the 
serpent's head, and who- sought to turn it to his own 
advantage by posing- as that seed. 

This was the origin of the mythological " twelve 
signs of the Zodiac,' invented by the Chaldeans, an 
intermingling of astronomy and astrology, which 
enshrined that " mystery of iniquity," into which only 
the "initiated" were instructed, and which established 
and perpetuated that lie of Satan's which filled the 
whole earth and has come down to our own times. 
The whole of idolatry is based upon it, although as 
it has been transmitted to the various nations, the 
names of the gods and goddesses and their doings have 
been woven into strange and confusing legends. Ishtar 
and Belus, or Ashtareth and Tammuz, of the Chal¬ 
deans, becomes Isis and Osiris of the Egyptians, 
Aphrodite and Bacchus of the Greeks, Venus and 
Adonis of the Romans, all representing the original 
Nimrod and Semiramis. 

Zoroastar of the Persians is Zero-Ashtar, " t h e 
seed of the woman," and the gods of India, China, 
Japan, and indeed of the whole world, trace their 
descent from the same evil pair. 

As idolatry is always spoken of as adultery in the 
Bible, and idols are called ' ' abominations,'' it will 
easily be understood why "Babylon the g rea t " is 
called "the mother of harlots and the abominations of 
the earth." 



CHAPTER XII. 

Babylon IL 
" Bu t " it may be asked, "of what use is it to bring1 

up in the present day this old world story? Is not 
Babylon and all that belongs to it now buried in the 
p a s t ? " Nay, verily; true the ancient city of 
Babylon is razed to the ground, and her earthly 
sovereignty for the present, at least, is gone. Her 
followers, as dominating in earthly power, Assyria, 
Egypt, Syria, Persia, Greece, Rome, etc., are also 
gone, but the ancient Chaldean mysteries still remain. 
They fill heathendom, but the master-hand and 
cunning craftiness of Satan were never more wonder¬ 
fully displayed than when he succeeded in getting the 
professing Church of Christ in decadent times to 
receive and embrace the very " mystery of iniquity." 

That Papal Rome in the present day is the lineal 
descendant of Babylon mystical, is an historical fact. 

It is said that the Attalian Kings were originally the 
arch-priests of the Chaldean mysteries, who were 
driven out of Babylon by the Medes and Persians, and 
took refuge at Pergamos in Mysia, which they made 
their capital. If this be so, it throws a strange light 
upon the message to the Church at Pergamos in 
Rev. ii. 13—" I know thy works, and where thou 
dwellest, even where Satan's throne is where 
Satan dwelleth." At any rate, Pergamos became the 
head centre of Babylonian idolatry, and the last of its 
kings bequeathed his kingdom, his priesthood, and all 
his wealth to Rome. 

Julius Caesar, on becoming Emperor of Rome, took 
80 
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the title of Pontifex Maximus, the title of the ancient 
priestly hierarch of Babylon, and in his pride claimed 
Divine honours as the son of Venus, and thus pagan 
Rome took the place of ancient Babylon. Then in the 
4th century the Pope Damasus had the same title 
conferred upon him, and thus Rome papal followed in 
the wake of Rome pagan, and this is the orig-in of the 
title Pontiff, which the Pope holds to the present day. 

It is not only, however, an historical fact, but it is 
also an actual reality, for Rome papal has adopted 
and given Christian names to the gods and goddesses, 
the feasts and festivals, the rites and ceremonies of 
Rome pagan, with the view of ingratiating- herself 
with the heathen world, and adding- vast numbers of 
"conver ts" to her "Church." 

Her chief goddess is "the queen of heaven," the 
Roman Venus, the Greek Aphrodite, the Egyptian 
Isis, the Chaldean Ishtar, which she worships under 
the name of " the Madonna and Child." As in 
Babylonian worship, so in Roman, the principal object 
is " the woman," but Rome also offers homage to 
" the child," the antitype of Tammuz or Baal, whom 
she worships as a wafer in a box. 

She has the same cruel fang-s that Rome pag-an had, 
and perhaps in Rome papal " Babylon " has been 
more than ever " drunken with the blood of the 
saints." 

If the people of England only realised this, surely 
they would not receive with open arms, as they do, 
the myrmidons of Rome, and would not speak of them 
with such kindly tolerance as "our Roman Catholic 
brethren." True, we must pity and seek to save her 
poor dupes who believe in her and are enshrouded in 
her darkness, and it is a cause of praise and thankful¬ 
ness to God that in recent times so many even of her 
priests have been brought into the light of the Gospel, 
especially in foreign lands. But while we stretch 
forth our hands to save, we must never forget what 
Rome is in herself, and do all we can to repel her 
advance in our own land. 
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She no longer comes with a " Spanish Armada." 
She has grown wiser. In place of the lion's roar 
there is the gleam of the serpent's eye, in place of the 
" mailed fist" is the gloved hand, but even recently 
she has given many proofs of what she will do again 
in the day when she has regained her power, while 
meantime she prates of "religious liberty" and 
"toleration," and spreads her schools and colleges 
all over the land. 

A remarkable instance of the " progress" and 
" toleration" of Rome in the present day, is seen in 
the fact that while these lines are being written a 
Spanish Protestant pastor is languishing in a filthy 
dungeon in Spain for the sole offence of having buried 
with the Protestant service, the child of a member of 
his congregation, which had been secretly baptised 
as an infant by a Roman Catholic priest with the 
connivance of the mother but utterly unknown even 
to the father himself until after the child had been 
buried! "We' l l burn you heretics as soon as we 
have the power," said a Roman Catholic priest, 
shaking his fist in anger in the face of an English lady 
with whom he had a controversy, another illustration 
of Rome's " progress " and " toleration " in these 
days. 

The rapid Romanising of the Church of England it 
is needless to dwell upon. There are still thousands 
of faithful ones in that Church, and none mourn more 
than they do the gradual crushing out of all evangelical 
doctrine and practice from their beloved Church. But 
in other quarters where it is less observed, the Baby¬ 
lonian mysteries are rapidly gaining ground, for while 
Rome is the head centre of the idolatry within 
Christendom, there are other forms of the great 
apostacy which are advancing on every hand-

We know from the Word of God, particularly from 
the Book o<f Revelation, that Babylon is again to have 
a fearful ascendancy in the earth, and those who have 
eyes to see can mark the signs of her advance. 
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Many students of prophecy have come to the con¬ 
clusion, after careful study of the prophetic Word , 
that the city of Babylon is to be rebuilt as a grea t 
political and commercial centre, which will afterwards 
become the seat of the " Anti-christ ," the " B e a s t " 
of Revelation, and there a re not a few signs that 
leading men in the world of commerce and politics are 
turning their eyes in that direction. But whether or 
not, the Babylonian system is making great headway 
in many quarters . 

In connection with this, it is of deep interest to 
remember our Lord 's words about the unclean spirit 
going out of a man, and when he cannot find rest 
returning to him again and " findeth his house, swept 
and garn i shed ," all ready for his re-entry. 

Whatever may be the special application of our 
Lord's words. He enunciated a deep and broad principle, 
which we find illustrated in our present subject. The 
Babylonian evil spirit has , to a great extent, been 
exorcised by the wide preaching of the Gospel and 
the irradiating light from the W o r d of God, but i t is 
returning, and to a remarkable degree finds the house 
" swept and garn i shed ," and all being prepared for 
its return. 

In the first place, there are the many relics of 
paganism, which have got engrafted into and inter¬ 
woven with our daily life, and though in the mean¬ 
time they have no such meaning to us, yet there they 
remain ready, like dried heather, to be set on fire by 
a spark. The days of our week are all named after 
heathen gods, and the first day of the week, the 
Lord 's Day, the Christian Sabbath, is almost 
universally named after the Sun-god himself, and the 
way it is kept for the most part is much more in 
harmony with the worship of Baal than of God. 

Then the whole of Christendom is full of the 
idolatrous sign of ancient Babylon, which Rome 
adopted as the cross of Christ, and has used for many 
centuries with an equalling idolatrous meaning. Not 
only Rome, but almost the universal professing 
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Church of Christ has adopted this symbol with many 
Others, such as halos, glories, hieroglyphics, and all 
connected with it. Strange that it should be thought 
meet that a place intended for the worship of God 
should be ornamented with the symbols of devils ! 

Probably nothing has done more to deteriorate 
spiritual worship in the Church than the keeping of 
Christmas, supposed to be the anniversary of the birth 
of our Lord, but which, in reality, is the Chaldean 
anniversary of the mythological birth of the Sun-god 
Baal. Undoubtedly to very many, Christmas is 
invested with holy thoughts and filled with sweet 
memories, but to the great multitude, the keeping of 
Christmas is more associated with ideas of a 
Bacchanalian revel than the worship of God, while 
Christmas literature is chiefly devoted to ghost stories 
and jocularity. Even on the religious side, what is 
presented to us is not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but " the Christ-child," who belongs not to 
the Word of God but to fairy legends, and is 
associated with the Christmas tree, Santa Claus, etc., 
all relics of ancient heathendom. 

Then at Easter, the death and resurrection of our 
Lord is supposed to be commemorated by Easter 
eggs , the symbol of the innermost shrine of heathen 
worship, and " h o t cross b u n s , " bearing on them the 
brand of what is manifestly " the mark of the beas t , " 
while there is, unconsciously, a recrudescence of the 
abominable phallus worship, by teaching- children, as 
a pastime, to dance round the Maypole. In the 
meantime, it is only an innocent pastime, but it is all 
preparing the way. 

No doubt all these things are done in ignorance of 
what they mean, therefore innocently, but they are 
the means by which Satan has kept and is still keeping 
the mind familiarised with old heathen practices, and 
in due time the influence of these will be pressed home. 

Then there is the rapid and widespread recurrence 
in the present day of spiritualism and demonism, in a 
great many different forms, people peering into the 
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future and the unseen, and hungering after inter¬ 
course with unclean spirits, while there are 
spiritualistic and theosophistic " Sunday Schools," 
(so-called) where children are being taught the actual 
worship of the devil. 

A Sunday school teacher in London recently dis¬ 
covered that some of his boys were always going, 
directly after morning Sunday school, to some 
mysterious place of meeting. He learned where this 
meeting was held, and went one Sunday morning to 
the place, which was a large room formed by 
enclosing a railway arch. Knocking at the door, it 
was opened by one of his own boy scholars, who 
looked very much abashed at seeing him, but the 
teacher followed him in. There he found a number of 
boys and girls, some from his own Sunday school, and 
asking what they were doing, was told they were 
going to have Sunday school. Presently a woman 
came in, who turned out to be their leader or teacher, 
and who formed them into a ring after telling them to 
put on a shelf the Bibles they had brought with them 
from the Church Sunday school. They then began to 
sing "hymns ," one being addressed to "Mother 
Lotus," and presently, the visitor observed a gilt ser¬ 
pent hanging from the roof. The children circled 
round this, each holding up a hand, and, pointing with 
their forefinger to this serpent, called out repeatedly, 
"O glorious Apollo"! Some of the girie had rings 
on their fingers in the form of a serpent with its tail 
in its mouth. 

The teacher who found this out called a meeting- of 
the other teachers, and related what he had seen. 
Enquiries were made, and it was found that many of 
their scholars went to this place, and these were quite 
aware that they were being taught to worship the 
devil. One girl of fourteen, who was spoken to by 
the teacher, said, quite seriously, " Oh, Miss, the 
devil's very kind, he'll give me whatever I want." It 
was discovered that this was only one of a consider¬ 
able number of similar " Sunday schools" in England. 
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These are the more direct ways in which Satan is 
regaining his lost ground, but he is too wise to rely 
on them alone. 

In more intellectual quarters Satan 's lie is 
being assiduously, though somewhat ambiguously, 
taught in the present day throughout the world ; a 
dark mixture of science and vain philosophy, a super¬ 
structure of falsehood, built upon a small foundation 
of truth to give it credence. This is designed to bring 
about the deification of " t h e woman , " the " v i r g i n 
mother " in the name of science, with the manifest 
aim of preparing the way for hereafter restoring the 
worship of the " Queen of heaven " and her false 
" seed " in the " Babylon " which is to< come, and 
which will again be " the habitation of devils and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean 
and hateful bird " (Rev. xviii. 2). 

There are many who' say the world is growing 
better, and doubtless there are some marks of 
material progress, and much greater comfort and 
luxury than of old, but there is a dark side to the 
picture also, and the whole trend of things shows an 
ever-increasing hostility to God, as the Scriptures 
have clearly revealed. And as the Bishop of Durham 
truly said recently, " Spiritual powers antagonistic to 
God are no doubt at work behind the whole outward 
phenomenon. ' ' 

W e know from Scripture what the end will be, the 
utter destruction of Babylon, both real and mystical, 
but meantime, we must watch to see what things are 
coming upon the earth, and be careful that we be not 
ensnared by the meshes of " the mystery of iniquity," 
which " doth already work " (2 Thess. ii. 7). 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Jerusalem* 
" Yet have I anointed My King- upon Zion, the hill 

of My holiness " (Psalm ii. 6, marg-.). Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, not all the 
rage of men and devils, not all the cunning- craftiness 
of Satan, not all the power of hell can in the least 
degree alter or hinder the purpose of God. He has 
great and glorious things to work out, and when 
these are accomplised, His Anointed shall sit upon 
the throne of His holiness, " And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given unto the people of the 
saints of the Most High Whose kingdom is an ever¬ 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him. (Dan. vi. 27). 

God has His city, too, Jerusalem, natural and 
spiritual, the earthly and the heavenly. In the history 
of the earthly Jerusalem we see how the love and com¬ 
passion of God flowed out towards it. Notwithstand¬ 
ing all her sins, the patience and longsuffering of God 
failed never, and His care for her remained until the 
long-promised Messiah came to His own, "and His 
own received Him not," but they "cas t Him out of 
the vineyard," and "crucified the Lord of glory." 
Now they are cast out, dispersed among the nations, 
and Jerusalem is "trodden down of the Gentiles till 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 

There is but one city in the world over which it is 
recorded our Saviour wept. What intense sorrow-
was in His lamentation, " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem 
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thou that k i lks t the prophets and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathere th her 
chickens under her wing's, and ye would no t ! " 

The position of Israel on the ear th is one of the 
greatest wonders of the world, as Moses w r o t e : — 
" Ask now of the days that are past which were 
before thee, since the day God created man upon the 
earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the 
other, whether there hath been any such thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever 
people hear the voice of God speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? Or 
hath God assayed to go and take Him a nation from 
the midst of another nation by temptation, and by 
signs and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand and by a stretched out arm and by grea t terrors 
according to all that the Lord your God did for you 
in Egypt before your eyes? " (Deut. iv. 32-34). 

It is surpassingly strange that God should, without 
apparent reason, call out from the great world one 
man, one family, a company of nomadic tribes, which 
when grown into a nation, should yet be " the fewest 
of all peoples ," to lavish upon them such amazing love 
and surround them with such tender care. The 
beauty of the lives, the strength of the faith, the 
spiritual might, the holy courage and faithfulness to 
God of some of the patriarchs, and of many in the 
nation was truly sublime, but the people, as a whole, 
showed themselves utterly unworthy of being1 called 
the people of God, and they were continually lapsing 
into the grossest idolatry and wickedness. 

God gave them a most unique place in the earth : 
" when the Most High divided to the nations their 
inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He 
set the bounds of the people according to the number 
of the children of Israel. For the Lord 's portion is His 
people, Jacob is the lot of His inheri tance." (Deut. 
xxxii. 8, 9). And the whole of the Lord 's dealings 
with Israel are aptly summed up in the words that 
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follow (verses 10-11): " H e found him in a desert 
land, and in the waste howling wilderness ; He led 
him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the 
apple of His eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings, so the Lord 
alone did lead him." 

Notwithstanding all this, Israel rebelled against 
God over and over again. Yet the Lord remained 
ever faithful to the covenant He had made, and 
although they are now dispersed among- all nations, 
His eye is still upon them, they are still beloved for the 
fathers' sake, and the time is drawing near when they 
will again be restored to their own land, though still 
in apostacy, and after passing through terrible fires 
of sore tribulation, the Lord Himself shall come, when 
they look upon Him Whom they pierced and wounded, 
and when they shall cry " Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord." Then restored once more 
to the favour of God, they shall again be the chief 
nation upon earth, under the personal reign of the 
Messiah. 

Now the question arises in many hearts, Why this 
favour shown to Israel? What has God seen in 
them more than in other nations that He should so 
have borne with them and blessed them above all 
others ? The answer is threefold :— 

First, in the awful darkness that came down upon 
the earth, through sin, in the almost universal 
rebellion against the God of Heaven, that spread 
throughout the whole world, accentuated at the build¬ 
ing of Babel, and the organised idolatry and setting-
up of false gods through the inspiration of Satan, it 
was necessary for the conservation of Divine revela¬ 
tion to confine it, till the time came for its full manifes¬ 
tation in all its glory by the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, to a small line of specially chosen messengers 
and witnesses for God, and for this purpose it seemed 
good in the infinite wisdom of God, to select a small 
nation to whom His revelation could be given. 
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Second, it was necessary that a people be specially 
prepared out of whom, "according to the flesh," 
Christ should come. It was necessary that this 
preparation should be through commandment and 
prophecy, through type and ceremony, through long 
and deep experience, and all these through direct 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. To this people were 
" committed the oracles of God," so that when 
Christ appeared, His Divine credentials could clearly 
be seen, because every particular concerning Him was 
found to- be in fulfilment of the Scriptures. There¬ 
fore, God, in His infinite wisdom, chose this people 
Israel, " to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the promises ; whose 
are the fathers and of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen." (Rom. ix. 4, 5). 

But there is a third reason, and one of great 
importance, namely, that as a chosen people, they were 
a type of the redeemed of the Lord. This throws a 
flood of light upon God's dealings with Israel. 

For many centuries this view was held by the 
Church, but the future of Israel and the pre-millennial 
return of our Lord was a forgotten truth, and the 
Old Testament prophecies to Israel were "spiritua¬ 
lised " to an extent that often hid their true meaning 
and bereft them of their grandeur, so much so that 
of many of these it might be said that " the salt had 
lost its savour." 

But when about half a century ago the Holy Spirit 
began to awaken the minds of God's servants and 
bring back that long-forgotten truth concerning our 
Lord's return and the future of Israel as closely con¬ 
nected therewith, a re-action set in, and now by the 
swing of the pendulum, the Jewish question has come 
into such great prominence that the Church's heritage 
in the Old Testament Scriptures is like to be taken 
away. 

Christians are charged with having " taken away 
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all the blessings from the Jews, and to have left them 
only the curses." It is not ours to bless or to curse, 
but we are now told that all the Old Testament 
promises are not for us, but for the Jews. We are 
told, for instance, that such precious words as " The 
Lord's portion is His people," and " He that toucheth 
you toucheth the apple of His eye," are Jewish, that 
they belong' to the nation Israel and not to Christians. 
It is true we are told we may apply them to ourselves, 
though they do not belong to> us, but it is one thing1 

to be a guest in a rich man's house and partake of his 
dainties, and quite another to be his heir. 

Many of God's children have been sorely troubled 
by this, feeling that they have lost their heritage in the 
"exceeding great and precious promises." 

Now, while it is right to take the natural and 
literal meaning of the language of the Old Testament, 
we must take the natural and literal meaning of the 
language of the New Testament also. If in the New 
Testament we are told that we who were " in times 
past Gentiles in the flesh, whoi are called Uncircum-
cision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands ; that at that time ye were with¬ 
out Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise 

but now we are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the 
household of God" (Eph. ii. 11, 12, 19), are we to 
" spiritualise " these words and say we do not really 
belong now, with all who are in Christ, to ' ' the 
commonwealth of Israel," that we are not the real 
" Israel of God "? although it was revealed through 
the Apostle " that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs 
and of the same body and partakers of His promise in 
Christ." (Eph. iii. 6.) 

Again, in Rom. ix., we are told " they are not all 
Israel which are of Israel, neither because they are 
the seed of Abraham are they all children ; but, In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, they which 
are the children of the flesh, these are not the children 
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of God, but the children of the promise are counted 
for the seed." 

And in Gal. iii. 29: " If ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise"; 
while in chapter iv., Israel "after the flesh," is 
likened to Ishmael, but " we, brethren, as Isaac was, 
are the children of promise " ; while, writing to the 
Philippians (Phil. iii. 3), the Apostle says : " We are 
the Circumcision which worship God in the Spirit, 
and rejoice in Christ Jesus." 

Numerous other passages could be adduced that 
all the promises of God are in Christ, and belong not 
to " Israel after the flesh," but! to " the Israel of 
God " to all believers in Christ, " Even us whom He 
hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles." (Rom. ix. 24). 

We are told even that the Epistle to> the Hebrews 
and the 1st of Peter, are not for us, because we are 
neither Hebrews nor " sojourners of the dispersion," 
but the same might be said of the Epistles to the 
Romans or the Galatians or Corinthians, because we 
are not Romans, nor Galatians, nor Corinthians. 
Every word of God to whomsoever addressed was 
meant for every soul to whom it applied. 

The " holy seed " commenced with Abel and con¬ 
tinues until now. From the days of Abraham its course 
might be likened to a river confined within its banks, 
the nation of Israel, until the Holy Ghost descended at 
Pentecost, when the banks were broken down and it 
spread over all the earth. 

But God has not yet done with His earthly people 
Israel. There are many prophecies in the Old 
Testament especially, which will not find their fulfil¬ 
ment until Ephraim and Judah are again united under 
one King in the land of Israel. If Babylon is to be 
rebuilt and become the city of the great anti-Christ 
in the power of Satan, Jerusalem is also to become 
once more the metropolis of the Hebrew nation, the 
earthly city of God, and already the eyes of millions 
of Jews are looking for the restoration of their 
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nationality in the land. They will gather there in 
unbelief, but the Temple will be rebuilt, and the 
ancient ritual re-established, and the awful events pre¬ 
dicted in the Book of Revelation will come to pass. 

One of the most striking " signs of the times " has 
appeared in the recent startling' announcement that the 
Freemasons in America have proposed to institute a 
Masonic Corporation for the express purpose of re¬ 
building the Temple in Jerusalem. That a fraternity 
numbering millions of the human race, embracing 
representatives of every "religion" under the sun, 
Jews, Mohammedans, Pagans, Roman Catholics, 
Greeks, Druses, Freethinkers, and nominal Christians, 
a fraternity which represents in the present day an 
ancient cult of sun worshippers, a fraternity whose 
professed aim is to build up a spiritual temple opposed 
to the " holy temple in the Lord," spoken of in Eph. ii. 
20-22. That such a fraternity should propose to build 
a temple in Jerusalem for the Jews in their apostacy is 
not to be wondered at, but it shows that the long 
expected rebuilding of the temple is near at hand. 

None could succeed better in such an enterprise than 
the Freemasons, who could doubtless arrange with their 
Mohammedan " brethren'' for the acquisition of the 
site of the Mosque of Omar, which now occupies the 
ground of the ancient temple. In this new temple will 
hereafter be set up "the image of the beast," and it 
would be meet that that temple should be erected by 
the present day descendants of the worshippers of 
Baal. 

Jerusalem, the holy city, will long outlive Babylon, 
for at the end of the thousand years reign of the saints 
with Christ, when Satan is again loosed from his 
prison, he will go out and deceive the nations again 
and gather them together to1 battle, and they will go 
up on the breadth of the earth and compass the camp 
of the saints about and the beloved city, and fire shall 
come down from God out of heaven and devour them. 
Then will come the judgment of the Great White 
Throne. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Prince of this World. 
"All this power will I give unto Thee, and the glory 

of them : for it is delivered unto me ; and to whomso¬ 
ever I will I give it ," said the Prince of this World 
to the Lord of heaven and earth, when he " showed 
unto Him all the kingdoms of this world in a moment 
of time." 

Was this an empty boast of Satan's? Was he 
speaking- of a power and authority which he did not 
possess? It is significant that our Lord did not 
deny the claim, but twice He spoke of him afterwards 
as "the Prince of this World." 

It was no empty boast on the part of Satan, he only 
spoke the truth when he said that "the kingdoms of 
this world " had been delivered unto him. But by 
whom? Not by God, but by man, whom God had 
created as His vice-gerent upon earth, crowned him 
with glory and honour, and given him dominion over 
the works of His hands, putting all things under his 
feet. (Psalm viii. 5, 6). Alas ! alas ! when Adam 
succumbed to the tempter, he vilely cast his crown 
away, handing it over with all his dominions to the 
devil, who thenceforward claimed the allegiance of 
himself and all his posterity. 

There are not a few—and amongst them eminent 
students of the Word—who think that Satan was 
called the Prince of this World because of some sup¬ 
posed principality that had been given him in a former 
condition of the earth. 

For this there is not a tittle of evidence in the whole 
of Scripture; whatever may be the right interpreta-
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tion of Genesis i. there is not a word in the whole 
Bible which indicates thati the earth was originally 
created for Satan or given him for a possession. On 
the contrary, it is plainly revealed to us in Col. i. 16, 
that " all thing-s were created by Him (Christ) and 
FOR H I M . " S O then, it was not for Satan or for any 
angelic being that " all th ing ' s " (including the earth) 
were originally created, but for Christ, W h o is God 
and Man. With this the whole of Scripture agrees. 
One cannot read the Word of God without realising 
that the heavens and the earth are inseparably bound 
up with the history of man, with whom the second 
Person in the Godhead so mysteriously allied Himself, 
first when He "was made flesh and dwelt among' u s , " 
and then in a close and eternal bond of union with 
redeemed man. For man then in his relation to 
Christ, the heavens and the earth were created, and 
when the history of man ceases, " the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned u p , " and " all these 
things shall be dissolved." 

God does not alter His mind or His purpose and 
change about His ordinances. When through the 
wickedness of man the whole earth had become 
corrupt, God did not destroy the earth and re-form it 
for another race of beings, but He destroyed "al l in 
whose nostrils was the breath of life," yet saving 
alive Noah and his family, and representatives of all 
the animals, that the same race of man might be con¬ 
tinued. 

But we have, in our Lord's own words, a much 
stronger refutation of the idea that Satan 's princedom 
of the world arose out of its having been formerly His 
possession. In John xii. 31, 32, our Lord, referring 
to His crucifixion which was " at hand , " said, " Now 
shall the Prince of this world be cast o u t . " This clearly 
shows that the cause of his being- cast out was the 
atonement that was to be made for man's sin. If his 
princedom had rested upon another foundation, this 
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would not have affected it, but it rested upon the fact 
of the sin of man, because as soon as atonement was 
made for that sin, Satan 's authority was gone. 

And now this brings before us a most important 
feature in the government of God, namely, that all He 
does is done in perfect righteousness. God has ever 
been supreme Governor of the whole universe, but in 
accordance with His righteous governance Satan 
appears to have acquired by man's fall a legal right 
to the government of " this wor ld ," and notwithstand¬ 
ing that God is omnipotent, He could not and would 
not set aside that claim except in righteousness. God 
is no arbitrary Governor, but all His actions are 
guided by the eternal law of righteousness, which He 
Himself upholds and enforces. 

This is the explanation of a great deal in the Bible, 
especially in the Old Testament, which it is otherwise 
difficult to understand. With all God's infinite love 
and compassion for a lost world, He could not deliver 
it from the power of Satan except by " the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the wor ld ," W h o 
came " to destroy the works of the devi l ," " that 
through death He might destroy him that had the 
power (authority) of death, tha t is the devil, and 
deliver them who, through fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage " (Heb. ii. 14, 15). 

And oh what a regime has been that of Satan. How 
the dark places of the earth have ever been and still 
are, the habitations of cruelty. W h a t a record of 
rapine and bloodshed, and woe has been the history of 
that world which " lieth in the Evil o n e " (1 John v. 
29, R.v.). The " p o w e r " and the " g l o r y " of " t h e 
kingdoms of the world " which Satan audaciously 
offered to Christ if He would " fall down and worship 
him " were built upon " man's inhumanity to m a n , " 
and filled with groans and agony and fear. 

Some recent Christian writers of note have written 
as if this was not due to Satan, but rather to the 
wickedness of man's heart, and have even supposed 
that he was "annoyed at the excesses of some of his 
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subjects," for which he could hardly be held 
responsible. But while it is true that the human 
" heart is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked" (Jeremiah xvii. 9), "being filled with all 
unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, malicious¬ 
ness ; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity, 
whisperers, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things " (Rom. i. 29, 30), it is equally 
true that the devil is at the bottom of it all, stirring 
up all this cesspool of wickedness, delighting in it, 
gloating over the woe and misery of mankind, his 
dupes. He fell from the greatest height so he 
descended to the lowest depth, he is the great leader 
of the revolt against God, the author and veriest slave 
of sin, the " father of lies," " a murderer from the 
beginning," " tha t old serpent the devil and Satan 
which deceiveth the whole world," whose name is 
Apollyon, the Destroyer. 

Of course wherever through the light of the Word 
and the influence of Christianity, men, though not 
converted to God, are raised to a higher level than 
others, Satan willingly encourages their own " lofty 
ideals " so long as he can keep their eyes away from 
the Saviour, the Christ of God. 

And this is the great Prince of Darkness whom the 
world delights to serve and worship, and would place 
upon the throne instead of the all-glorious, ever 
blessed Son of God, Whose reign is grace, Whose 
kingdom is righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 

THE CRISIS. 
For thousands of years the history of the world 

under Satan's government was one long drawn out 
agony ; sin reigned, spiritual darkness covered the 
people, and the whole earth was corrupt and filled with 
violence. Was it to be for ever? Had sin com¬ 
pletely shut God out from the fairest part of His 
dominions? Was there no hope for man who was 
created in the image of God? Would there never be 
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a way opened for man to return to his Maker and 
find pardon, peace, and joy in God? Had the fiat 
gone forth that fallen man must be left for ever to the 
awful oppression of that Wicked One to whom he 
had yielded allegiance when he rebelled against God? 

Nay verily, "for God so loved the world." The 
promise given in Eden of a Deliverer had never been 
forgotten, and now the time had come for His appear¬ 
ance upon the earth, and for that awful struggle 
which was to wrest the kingdom from the usurper and 
restore it to Him whose right it is to' reign. 

This was the " c r i s i s " (mistranslated "judgment") 
of this world, of which our Lord spoke in John xii. 31, 
referring to His cross, preceded by Gethseniane. 
From the point of view of the eternal purpose of God, 
the issue of Calvary was, SO' to speak, a foregone 
conclusion, there was never the faintest shadow of a 
doubt as to where the victor}' lay, nevertheless, it was 
a fearful battle in which the Lord engaged with all the 
hosts of hell when the Prince of this world was cast 
out. 

Our Lord said " Now is the 'crisis' of this world." 
Who can understand the awful meaning of those 
words, revealing as it were, that the destiny of the 
whole world lay in the question whether or not He 
would endure the cross. For Satan now seems to 
have understood that his own overthrow would be 
brought about by that divine sacrifice for sin, and he 
did all in his power to prevent its accomplishment. 
Again and again he sought to have the Lord Jesus 
slain before " the hour " had come, and failing in that 
he brought all his hellish power to bear to turn Him 
from His purpose, while His human soul trembled 
with fear and dread of the terrible ordeal. 

If we read the Psalms aright, we shall find that 
they are full of prophetic forecasts of the soul of the 
Redeemer, and these give us some insight into the 
sore trouble of Him Who1 was called " a Man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief." All through 
our Lord's earthly life He waged a continual war with 
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Satan, who assailed Him at every point, till the 
terrible fight culminated in dark Gethsemane. That 
was the darkest hour the Lord passed through except 
on Calvary, the awful prospect of which seemed now 
to have filled His soul with unutterable dread, so that 
He staggered under the terrible weight of the thought 
of being made an offering for sin, and He felt His 
spirit breaking under the crushing load as He cried 
out in His agony, " Father, if it be possible remove 
this cup from Me, nevertheless, not My will, but 
Thine be done." 

This was " the hour and the power of darkness " 
when Satan and all his hosts assailed Him on every 
hand, and made a last great effort to' turn Him from 
His purpose, but it was the hour of victory too, He-
came out of the battle sore wounded, but the Victor, 
and henceforth, He went forward to the terrible cross 
in perfect peace, in holy calm, to suffer and die for the 
world of sinners, to drink the bitter cup of the wrath 
of God against sin, saying now without a tremor, 
" The cup which My Father hath given Me shall I not 
drink it? " And when to the last bitter dregs He 
had drunk the awful cup of woe, there rang- out from 
that cross, to heaven and earth, the triumphant, 
exultant cry, " I T IS FINISHED"! 

All the deep mysterious meaning of those wondrous 
words we cannot comprehend, but amongst other 
things was this, that the CRISIS of the world was past, 
the Prince of this world was cast out, the legal claim 
of the usurper was annulled for ever, and the kingdom 
of God was re-established in righteousness upon the 
earth. 

In the infinite wisdom of God, in the fulfilling of 
His marvellous purposes, and plans, the time has not 
yet come for " all things that offend " to be cast out 
of His kingdom. Satan still reigns in the hearts of 
his own people, " the whole world" still " lieth in 
the wicked one," like Samson in the lap of Delilah; 
iniquity still lifts its head, and wickedness abounds on 
every side. Satan is still " the god of this world," 
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who " hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not," and his poor dupes still worship and serve him 
in a thousand different ways. 

But the royal standard of righteousness has been 
again unfurled. " The Lord's Anointed " has estab¬ 
lished His rig-ht to reign. Only as " the longsuffering-
of God waited in the days of Noah,'' so now ' ' The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 
men count slackness ; but is longsuffering to us-ward 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. (2 Peter iii. 9). 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Kingdom of God* 
When man sinned, God could, in His omnipotence, 

have destroyed him, and; all the works He had put 
under his hands, and created at once a new heaven and 
a new earth ; but the purposes of God are infinitely 
greater than that. He is not like children on the sea¬ 
shore, making- castles of sand, which the waves 
destroy, and then they build them again and again. 
Such would have been the case had He created the 
earth first for Satan or for some pre-Adamic race, and 
then when they failed re-formed it for another race of 
beings. God's work is always consistent from 
beginning to end, and all He does is on the basis of 
eternal righteousness. So, as already said, when man 
sinned and yielded his allegiance to Satan, the king¬ 
dom conferred on man passed over to Satan, who, 
though a usurper, could not be legally dispossessed 
until atonement was made for man's sin. Then the 
kingdom of God was again established upon the earth, 
and "the second Man, the Lord from heaven," Who 
had regained the crown, became the federal Head of 
all who, through faith, are united to Him by the in¬ 
dwelling of His Holy Spirit. 

Satan still reigns in the hearts of his own followers, 
and, for the carrying out of God's gracious and 
blessed purposes concerning His own elect, is per¬ 
mitted, with the co-operation of his poor blinded 
slaves, to persecute and harass the people of God and 
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to array against them the whole power of the world 
until He come Whose "right it is to reign," and then 
will Satan be bound and cast into prison, and the 
Lord will cast out of His earthly kingdom " all things 
that offend." 

But although until the atonement was an accom¬ 
plished fact, Satan had obtained a certain legal right, 
and was acknowledged as " the Prince of this World," 
yet, in the eternal and unchangeable purpose of God, 
the Lamb was " slain from the foundation of the 
world," and the efficacy of that atonement reached 
back even to Eden, and everyone who had believed 
God was by Him " delivered from the power of dark¬ 
ness and translated into the kingdom of His dear 
Son." 

And here I cannot but refer to what I regard as a 
great mistake which is made by some of God's dear 
children, and amongst them not a few of His most 
eminent servants. I trust these will bear with me 
when I point out that " the kingdom of God," so often 
mentioned in the New Testament, cannot refer solely 
to the millennial, personal reign of our Lord upon the 
earth. That is no doubt the culmination of God's 
kingdom upon this earth, but the beginning of it was 
when by the Cross our Lord destroyed the works of 
the devil and cast out for ever " t h e Prince of jthis 
world." 

When Christ returns to reign in Jerusalem the 
" Kingdom of Israel " will be restored, and Israel will 
have dominion " from sea to- sea," according to the 
promise given to Abraham, but that is very different 
from " the kingdom of God." 

I think I may safely say that there is not a single 
passage where the " kingdom of God " does not refer 
to a spiritual kingdom, and the " kingdom of heaven " 
is only another title given by the Holy Spirit to the 
same thing, terms used interchangeably in the 
different Gospels. When our Lord said, " Except a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God," He could not possibly be supposed to refer to 
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His millennial kingdom ; nor when He said (Matt. 
xxi. 31) to the chief priests and elders, " T h e 
publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God 
before you." Neither was it Christ's millennial 
reign to which Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, 
referred when He said to the Epfaesians (Acts xx. 25), 
" I know that ye all among" whom I have gone preach¬ 
ing the kingdom of God shall see my face no more," 
nor when he, " in his own hired house," at Rome 
(Acts xxviii. 30, 31) " received all that came unto him 
preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ." These 
are but a few examples, but a close search through 
the New Testament will show that every mention of 
the kingdom of God refers to that spiritual kingdom 
which " is not meat and drink, but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

There is a kingdom promised unto the nation of 
Israel under the personal reign of the Lord their 
Messiah which is yet to come, " the kingdom of our 
father David " (Mark xi. 10), as the people cried as 
they accompanied Jesus on His triumphal way to 
Jerusalem, but that is only a part, though a very 
glorious part, of the kingdom of God, and shall not 
be given to Israel until, as a nation, they hail Him 
" Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord." 

This erroneous supposition, as I regard it, that the 
kingdom of God refers only to Christ's millennial 
reign has led many to differentiate between what they 
call " Kingdom Truth " and " Church Truth," and to 
suppose that there are at least four different Gospels, 
i.e., " the Gospel of the kingdom," " the Gospel of 
the grace of God," "Paul ' s Gospel," mentioned in 
Rom. xiv. 6, and " the everlasting Gospel " of Rev. 
xiv., and to allocate certain teaching of Scripture to 
the Jews only, other to the Gentiles or to the Church of 
God. 

I am convinced this is a great mistake, there is but 
one Gospel, ' ' the Gospel of God (which he had 
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promised afore by His prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures) concerning His Son, Jesus Christ." 

This, then, is " the Gospel," the whole message of 
God " concerning His Son, Jesus Christ," contained 
in all the Scriptures from beginning" to end, " the good 
tidings of great joy," sent " t o all people." Every¬ 
thing concerning our Lord Jesus Christ is " the 
Gospel," and every part of the message is consistent 
with the whole, and has been sent " to all people." 
The message varies in different dispensations accord¬ 
ing to the aspect of the truth which God, in His 
infinite wisdom, has designed specially to make 
known. In the Old Testament the righteousness of 
God is the distinguishing feature, in the New Testa¬ 
ment, from Matthew to Jude, the grace of God, and 
in Revelation, the judgments of God. But righteous¬ 
ness, grace and judgment run in perfect harmony 
throughout the whole Bible, and God's dealings with 
man have been, are, and will be, always on the same 
principles. He " hath put no difference " between 
Jew and Gentile. When the self-righteous young" 
ruler came to Jesus, asking " What good thing must 
I do to inherit eternal life?" the Lord, " beholding1 

him, loved him " as He loves all poor sinners, and in 
His tender love He put the knife in deep and showed 
this young man what was really in his heart, that 
his "grea t possessions" were far more to him than 
eternal life. When the Philippian gaoler cried 
" What must I do to be SAVED?" he was told, 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved." Had the young ruler asked the same ques¬ 
tion he would have received the same answer ; there 
was no difference in the way of salvation or in dis¬ 
pensational truth. Our Lord Himself said, " He that 
heareth My words and helieveth on Him that sent Me, 
hath everlasting life." So with every other seeming* 
discrepancy, they are all in the most perfect harmony. 
It is not that one is "Kingdom Tru th" and another 
" Church Truth," that one is " the Gospel of the 
Kingdom " and another " the Gospel of the grace of 
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God," but there is one Gospel, suited variously to the 
different conditions of men's souls, and the different 
aspects of which are expressed by different names. 

There was, however, in the new dispensation, a 
tremendous difference in the condition of the world 
from what it was before the atonement was an accom¬ 
plished fact, a difference inconceivable by us, yet 
wonderfully clear in the experience of those disciples 
of Christ who lived both before and after the Cross, 
or before and after Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
descended in such mighty power as a result of the 
death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord. 

Until then the kingdom of God in this world 
had been only in the hearts of those who 
believed in Him, men of faith, a stalwart band 
of mighty heroes, who refused to bow down to 
Baal, but Satan was then " the Prince of this 
World," and held it in his terrible bonds. The dark¬ 
ness had deepened, the night had been long, and 
earnest souls, like the prophet in Israel, had cried, 
"Watchman, what of the n ight"? But now the 
noise of the chariot wheels of the great Deliverer was 
beginning to be heard. The first pale light of early 
dawn began to appear, and soon the cry of the 
watchman was heard, " The morning cometh." 
First, John the Baptist, the herald of the Redeemer, 
came preaching in the wilderness, " Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand," and soon after¬ 
wards the Lord Himself " came into Galilee preaching 
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and saying, ' The 
time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand ; 
repent ye, and believe the Gospel. '" There was a 
deep significance in those words He said to the 
Pharisees (Luke xi. 20) : " If I with the finger of God 
cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come 
upon you." 

Then when the battle was fought and the victory 
gained, and the mighty Victor had ascended to the 
right hand of the Majesty on High, the floodgates of 
the kingdom of heaven were opened, and "suddenly 
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there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing, 
mig-hty wind, and it filled all the house " where the 
disciples were, and " they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost and began to speak with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance," symbolising that the 
Gospel of the Kingdom of God was henceforth to be 
preached to every people, and tribe, and nation, 
according as the Lord had commanded His disciples, 
" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature." 

There are three aspects of the Kingdom of God 
given us in Holy Scripture. 

One important aspect is that which we have been 
considering, in which Satan has been dethroned, as 
it were, and cast out as the " Prince of this World." 
In this aspect of it the kingdom was then only begun 
upon the earth. The rightful King is now waiting in 
the heavenlies, and at the due appointed time will 
return to take to Him His great power and reign 
over the earth, when " the kingdoms and dominions 
and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of 
the Most High, Whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
Him." (Dan. vii. 27). 

Meantime, there are still many things within the 
kingdom which offend which must yet be cast out. 
(Matt. xiii. 41). 

This throws wonderful light upon what has been a 
great difficulty in many people's minds, namely, the 
vast difference between the Old and New Testaments, 
the revelation from God in the Mosaic and in the 
Christian dispensations. The revelation has been the 
same because it has come from the same Revealer. 
When the sun shines upon the earth from the time 
of its rising to the time of its setting, it is the same 
sun throwing out the same flood of light and heat, but 
the earth's reception of its light and heat differs 
according to the position of the earth towards the sun 
and according to the earth's condition. Thick clouds 
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may obscure the light of the sun, or heavy mists may-
envelope the earth, but the sun is shining all the 
same, and if there be but a rift in the clouds or a break 
in the mist, the light comes through in all its glory. 

So in the Old Testament revelation the same light 
from God was shining, but the position as well as the 
condition of the world obscured the revelation. Our 
Lord referred to this in Luke xi. 21, 22. Satan was 
the " strong man armed " that kept his palace, and 
his goods were in peace till the Lord Jesus, the 
"stronger than he," "overcame him," took "from 
him all his armour wherein he trusted and divided his 
spoils." So long as the strong man was able to keep 
his palace he was able to obscure even the rays of 
the Sun of righteousness from coming in, so that even 
that people to whom were committed the oracles of 
God were as a nation kept in sore bondage of Satan, 
and often enshrouded in darkness. 

When the Prince of this World was cast out there 
was room for the light to shine as there never was 
before, for when Jesus was glorified and was " set on 
the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens," the 
Holy Ghost was then given as He could not be before 
(see John vii. 39) to be the Vice-gerent upon the earth 
of Him Whose right it was now to reign, and to dwell 
upon the earth in the hearts of His people. 

In the new condition the light from heaven could 
shine upon the earth more brightly, as Paul wrote : 
" If the ministration of death, written and engraven 
in stones was glorious how shall not the 
ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious. For if 
the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more 
doth the ministration of righteousness excel in glory " 
(2 Cor. iii. 7-9). 

But it was the same light, the same glory, the same 
revelation proceeding from the same God, only under 
different conditions, and the Holy Spirit has, in the 
New Testament, shown us the glory of the Old, which 
in the former age was obscured by earth's clouds and 
mists. 
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This of course was only one reason, but a very 
important one of the difference. 

Then we have the Kingdom of God in its all-
important aspect for the individual, the kingdom into 
which no one can enter except he be " born again " 
by the Holy Spirit, when God the Father delivers him 
from the power of darkness and translates him into 
the kingdom of His dear Son (Col. i. 13), to go no 
more out, for he is passed from death into life, having 
received eternal life from Christ Himself, Who has 
declared that he shall never perish, for he is kept by 
the power of God. 

Surely this and all that belongs to it was the sub¬ 
ject of Paul's preaching among the Gentiles, and 
which is referred to in Acts xxvii. 30, 31, as already 
quoted. 

A third aspect of the kingdom is referred to by 
Peter (2 Peter i. 11), when he says: " F o r so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ," but this I must leave to my closing 
chapter. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Satan as an Angel of Light* 
" The god of this world hath blinded the minds of 

them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ, Who> is the Image of God, should 
shine unto them." (2 Cor. ii. 4). 

This has been the aim of Satan from the beginning, 
and great darkness has covered the earth and gross 
darkness the peoples. But probably there never was 
a time like the present ,when " Even Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light " (2 Cor. xi. 14). 
When people are content to dwell in darkness there 
they may dwell, but when the light! of the Gospel is 
shining round them, if he cannot quench it he willi 
assume the role of a preacher of righteousness, and 
appear as an angel of light. 

It was so in Eden, when our first parents dwelt in 
peace and innocence and walked in the light of God's 
countenance. Then, with marvellous skill, he sought 
to sow the seeds of distrust of God and enmity 
towards Him in the heart of man, by posing as a wise 
counsellor. The words recorded in Gen. iii. appear 
much more like the end than the beginning of a con¬ 
versation. We may well imagine "the serpent" 
approaching Eve in all its creature loveliness, entering 
into conversation with her, perhaps surprising and 
interesting her with its knowledge of " the trees of the 
g-arden," and gradually leading her nearer to the 
"tree which is in the midst of the garden," then, 
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descanting1 on the valuable properties of the fruit, 
invites her to pluck and eat. She is startled at the 
suggestion, and tells him of God's command. The 
" serpent " feigns surprise, and says : " Yea, hath 
God said ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? " 
which may be paraphrased thus : " Is it possible that 
God could really be a beneficent God, a God Who 
loves you and yet would deny you anything your heart 
might desire?" This is fiery dart number one, in the 
form of an arrow of light. Eve ought to have resisted 
the devil immediately and unhesitatingly, but instead 
she conversed further with the serpent, which 
presently hissed out: "Ye shall not surely die, for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof then 
your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as gods 
knowing good and evil." 

Slowly the poison entered into the hearkening ear 
and percolated into the soul of the woman. Was this 
then God's reason for the strange command? Why 
should He wish to withhold from them any good 
thing1, especially so good a thing as knowledge-, and 
to know all things both good and evil? Another fiery 
dart as an arrow of light. 

Already her eyes were beginning to be "opened," 
and she looked longingly at the tree as she had never 
looked before, and as it dawned upon her now 
entranced vision that the tree was good for food and 
pleasant to the eyes, and above all things a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she fell into Satan's trap, 
and transgressed the commandment of her wise and 
loving Creator. Then she became the tempter, 
enticed her husband, and dragged him into the same 
sin, and lo their eyes were opened as Satan had said, 
and they saw that they were naked, and they covered 
themselves for shame and hid themselves among the 
trees of the garden. The die was cast, and they were 
lost. The seeming arrows of light were fiery darts 
indeed, and burned into their souls. They left the 
service of God and became the slaves of Satan. 

It is still the same, men not only sin themselves, 
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but everyone tempts his neighbour to sin, and all 
become the willing', though perhaps unwitting tools 
of Satan, who uses their lips, their hands and feet, 
their thoughts and passions to do his will. " He was 
a murderer from the beginning," said our Lord, 
' ' When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own : 
for he is a liar and the father of it." Now the first 
" murder " he committed on earth was by the hand of 
Cain, and when he " speaketh a lie " he is " the father 
of it ," that is, it is conceived by his instigation in the 
hearts and spoken by the lips of men and women. 

Men are responsible for all they think and say and 
do, and God in His Word holds them responsible, but 
the immanence of Satan in all human actions is again 
and again declared by our Lord, as when warning men 
of the importance of weighing their words, He said, 
" Let your communication be, Yea, yea, and nay, nay, 
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of the evil 
one." 

After the Fall, the human race in the beginning of 
its days speedily fell deeper and deeper into the dark 
abyss of sin, but we are told that they were " without 
excuse, because that when they knew God they 
glorified Him not as God but were vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened, professing themselves to be wise they 
became fools." 

How truly is this the description of multitudes in 
the present day ! Just as 'Eve was tempted by Satan 
to doubt God, then to judg'e God by her own reason, 
then to set up her own judgment in opposition to God 
and so fell, likewise the great sin of the present day 
throughout " Christendom " is that men judge God by 
their own thoughts and set up their own reason in 
opposition to His revealed Word, supposing that this 
is a sign of great enlightenment! 

Were these only to be found amongst the avowed 
enemies of God it is just what we might expect, but 
alas, it is found to a fearful extent among those who 
profess the Name of Christ. It fills our schools and 
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colleges where men are trained for the ministry of the 
Word, it is voiced from our pulpits and is carried by 
missionaries to heathen lands ; it is propagated by our 
literature far and wide, so that it may truly be said 
that there is now but a small and ever-diminishing 
number who have the courage to acknowledge that 
they accept the Word of God in its entirety and in its 
simplicity as the infallible divine authority, to which 
we must reverently bow our heads as a revelation 
from God. 

And Satan has chosen his instruments well. So 
long as the assaults were made by the avowed enemies 
of God, there was always a compact body of His 
servants who could repel these attacks, but little by 
little the great adversary has infected the minds of 
those who ought to have been valiant for the truth, 
and one by one these have fallen into his snare, so 
that now there is a large number of God's own 
children whose lives are pure, who believe in Christ, 
who hold and preach the truth concerning redemption, 
but who regard it as a sign of credulity and ignorance 
and bondage to "traditional beliefs" in anyone to 
accept the Bible as the Word of God against science, 
philosophy and "al l comers." 

These, alas, are doing more harm than all the 
avowed sceptics, for they gain the ear of God's people, 
and though perhaps they know it not, they are laying 
the foundations for a widespread unbelief in leading-
men not to judge themselves by, but themselves to 
judge the Word of God. What they cannot under¬ 
stand they simply refuse to believe, they imagine 
the Bible to be a jumble of truth and error, and 
tnink that each man's conscience is able to detect and 
take in whatever is the voice of God to him. This 
sounds lofty and broadminded, and allows each man 
to accept or reject what he pleases of the Word of 
God. Thus Satan comes to them in the form of " a n 
angel of light," and they do not see that it is but the 
shimmering of the serpent's skin. For in place of an 
infallible revelation from God they set up an 
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infallibility of their own, and Satan knows well that if 
he can only shake men's faith in any way in the truth 
of God's Word, they will be like a rudderless ship 
on an ocean of doubt, carried hither! and thither 
wheresoever the wind and tide may drive. 

Nowadays, those who accept the whole Bible in its 
entirety as being- the inspired Word of God, as much 
the Old Testament as the New, as much in its history 
as in its doctrines, as much in things that are beyond 
our comprehension as in those that we can under¬ 
stand, may be regarded as " behind the times," or as 
hard, narrowminded and big-otted, but they stand 
upon the only reasonable and unassailable ground of 
faith, the strong-, deep bedrock of the Truth of God. 

In many other ways, in the present day, Satan is 
"transformed into an angel of light." "Breadth of 
view " uniting all " religions "—but one—the 
minimising of the sinfulness of sin, " lofty ideals," 
" the uplifting of the masses," " the elevation of the 
race," " the humanity of Jesus " as " the ideal Man," 
with the thinly veiled degradation of our Lord, as if 
He were on earth " a man of like passions as our¬ 
selves," only one who had fought against these and 
oxrercome them, thus showing us an example how we 
may follow in His steps ; all these and many other 
substitutes for the Gospel of the Grace of God are 
widely preached and eagerly listened to by multitudes 
of professing Christians, as prophesied in 2 Tim. iv. 
3, 4. " For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears ; 
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables." 

They speak of " Jesus," but it is " another Jesus," 
one who would captivate the " natural man " without 
saving him ; they talk of " the Christ," but it is not 
" the Christ of God," a Christ without atonement, a 
leader of men whose crucifixion was a kind of dramatic 
spectacle of self-sacrifice. This is the " Christ " who 
has filled the world with legends such as that of 
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Constantine, who had a vision of him holding up the 
idolatrous sign of the cross and saying- " In hoc 
•vincit," just as "the Queen of heaven" had done before 
to Assurbanipul of Babylon, a " Christ " which the 
world admires but who is none other than Satan himself 
" transformed into an angel of light." 

Whenever Satan wants to float a lie nowadays, he 
attaches it to the name of Christ, and makes great use 
—or rather misuse—of Scripture. The world is 
flooded with books and papers, teaching all kinds of 
"doctrines of devils," in which the name of Christ 
is freely used, and they even profess to be able to cast 
out evil spirits in His name, as did the seven sons of 
Sceva (Acts xix. 13-16), but there is one mark by 
which the origin of all these can be detected, namely, 
they never acknowledge the vicarious death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only and all-sufficient atone¬ 
ment for sin. That truth Satan hates, it is the power 
that sets his captives free, they may believe anything 
else they like so long as they do not come as guilty 
sinners to the Throne of Grace and seek pardon and 
salvation on the ground of the atonement made on 
Calvary. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The Elect of GocL 
The question of election and free grace, of pre¬ 

destination on the part of God and freewill on the part 
of man has long" troubled the Church of Christ, and 
almost rent it asunder, yet this is strange, for a little 
close study of the Word of God will show how com¬ 
pletely the two harmonise if we only put each in the 
place where the Scriptures put it. 

Some people have likened them to1 two pillars 
running- parallel, but apart, whose top is in heaven 
where they are united ; a very g-ood simile and 
expression of faith if the two "p i l l a r s " cannot be 
harmonised on earth. Others have spoken of election 
as a " family secret," saying that on the outside of 
the open door are the words " Whosoever will," but 
when anyone enters in he finds inside the door the 
words, " Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen 
you," but this, if it does not charge God with some 
kind of duplicity, is to say the least very unsatis¬ 
factory. 

A closer study of the Scriptures will shew that 
election or predestination does not refer to the initial 
salvation of sinners, but to the purpose for which God 
has saved them. Sinners are not elected or selected 
to come to Christ, but saved sinners being- in the 
foreknowledge of God viewed in Christ they are 
elected to great glory. 

Old Calvinists used to speak of ordinary grace and 
particular grace, ordinary grace consisting of the open 
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invitation to all men to accept a salvation which, 
however, they were unable to accept, and particular 
grace being a special favour to1 certain ones whom 
God chose to save without any exercise of their own 
freewill. There is, however, not a word in Scripture 
about different kind or degrees of the grace of God. 
In His infinite love and grace, " Jesus Christ the 
Righteous" was made "the propitiation for the whole 
world " (i John i. i, 2) on the ground of which the 
whole world could be saved if they would : the door is 
thrown open wide, and the messengers of God are 
authorised to declare in His Name far and wide, "As 
though God did beseech you by us, we pray you in 
Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God " (2 Cor. v. 20). 

But it stands to reason that in the eternal fore¬ 
knowledge of God every one who would accept His 
offer of mercy was known to Him, and these He views 
throughout eternity in Christ Jesus. These are the 
"elect according to the foreknowledge of God " 
(1 Peter i. 2). " Chosen in Hun before the foundation 
of the world " (Eph. i. 4), and the whole course of 
predestination is beautifully and clearly set forth in 
Rom. viii. 29, 30 :—• 

" For whom He did foreknow, 
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, 
IVforeover, whom He did predestinate'' fto be con¬ 

formed to the image of His Son) in due time 
" Them He also called, 
And whom He called them He also justified : 
And whom He justified, them He also glorified." 
Thus the whole of predestination, with the eternal 

glory to which we are called (1 Peter v. 10) in Christ 
Jesus, all rests upon the eternal foreknowledge of God. 

He is " the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, Whose Name is Holy " (Isaiah lvii. 15). 
The whole of eternity is now present to Him, there is 
no duration of time for Him, no days and months and 
years to pass, for "one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day " 
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(2 Peter iii. 8), therefore, looking- in His eternal vision 
upon the whole company of His beloved, the Body of 
Christ, He has devised all His plans and carries out 
all His purposes with a sole view to their eternal well-
being- and glory. 

When we have grasped this great and blessed truth, 
every statement in the Word of God concerning1 

election and predestination on the part of God falls 
harmoniously into its place. No sinner can be saved 
or lost whom God did not know would be, and this 
in no way comes into collision with what we might 
term His "bona fide" free offer to all. 

Neither does it in the least degree minimise the 
absolute sovereignty of God in determining- and 
carrying- out His eternal purposes. It was in the 
exercise of that absolute sovereignty and the outflow 
of His infinite free grace that He determined to make 
full reparation for His broken law by Christ being 
made " the Propitiation for the whole world," and 
that He determined to open wide the door of mercy 
to every child of Adam, and to leave everyone free 
to choose. 

But having foreknown us in Christ Jesus, in union 
with His well-beloved Son, all the fulness of His ever¬ 
lasting- love and grace have flowed out towards " His 
own," His "elect ," and all His plans and purposes 
have converg-ed towards the calling- out and justifying 
and glorifying- the sons of God. 

This is beautifully brought out in Rom. ix., the 
chapter which has long- been a strong-hold of 
Calvinism. The theme of this chapter is the 
supreme unassailable sovereignty of God, the central 
thought being- in verses 20, 21 : " Nay, but O man, 
who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the 
thing- formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast 
thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour and another unto dishonour? " 

But in the whole chapter there is nothing- said about 
salvation, it deals entirely with God's providential 
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government of the world, showing that behind the 
puppets of earth, behind the servants of Satan, the 
Pharoahs and the Nebuchadnezzars, the Caesars and 
the Napoleons, and all who in their pride and vain¬ 
glory vaunt themselves against the people of the Most 
High God, is the omnipotent power and infinite 
wisdom of Him Who ruleth over all ; Who " setteth 
up one and setteth down another," as He listeth. 

Take the case of Esau and Jacob. It is not said 
that God foreordained the one to be saved and the 
other lost, but it is simply a question of earthly 
position, " that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand it was said to her 
(Rebekah) the elder shall serve the younger." God 
knowing beforehand that Jacob, with all his sins, 
would yet put his trust in Him, and that Esau would 
"despise his birthright " and remain stubborn to the 
end, He foreordained that Edom should serve Israel, 
which in due time came to pass—a type of the position 
of the pre-eminence which God will ultimately give to 
His people upon the earth. In the same way knowing 
that Jacob would trust in Him, He loved him, while 
Esau, who would reject Him, He rejected. 

Here, however, we have a wonderful truth set 
before us. Every member of the human race, every 
child of Adam, has a direct individual relationship to 
God, to Whom he owes a direct personal responsi¬ 
bility. The when and the where of his coming into 
the world, and his earthly environment, are all 
ordained of God according to His foreknowledge of 
what the attitude of his soul towards Himself will be. 
To Him Who notes the sparrows fall, the little child 
born in a London slum or an African hut, is a human 
soul born for eternity as much as the one whose 
entrance into the world is in a royal palace, and the 
time and place of its birth is not a matter of "chance," 
but of God's appointment. 

Myriads upon myriads of little ones are taken away 
before they know their right hand from their left, 
before they are able to say " Y e a " or " N a y " to 
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God's offer if it came before them, and we may 
believe that this is in the infinite mercy and com¬ 
passion of God, and that in virtue of the " Propitia¬ 
tion " made " for the whole world," these g"o to swell 
the innumerable company of them that are saved. 

But myriads upon myriads remain upon the earth, 
fulfil this life's course, and die without once hearing 
of the God Who created them or the Lamb of God 
Who taketh away the sin of the world, and surely we 
are warranted in believing1 that in mercy God has left 
them in darkness that their responsibility and conse¬ 
quent guilt might be all the less, for we may be sure 
thati not one soul of Adam's race who in the fore¬ 
knowledge of God would have accepted His salvation 
would be left by Him without the opportunity, or that 
the eternal welfare of one soul would be left to depend 
upon the faithfulness or unfaithfulness of the Church. 

Alas ! myriads more have been brought into contact 
with the light, and have justified the ways of God by 
showing" their utter irreconcilable hatred of Him in all 
His love and tenderness. 

This, however, is one of the secret things which 
belong to God, and which, therefore, does not belong 
to us. What is revealed to us is the love of God to 
the world, and the redemption He has, at infinite cost, 
provided for all who will believe on Him. We have 
the command to "Go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature," and oh how terribly 
does the Church of Christ come short in this in the 
present day of opportunity. Our Lord says : " Go 
out quickly, bid them come." Proclaim the Gospel 
far and wide. " Be instant in season, out of season," 
warning, pleading, compelling, saying: "Le t him 
that is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely." 

To turn again to our chapter we may now consider 
the case of Pharoah. Here we are told, not that God 
made Him a great sinner (as some seem to think), but 
" for this purpose have I raised thee up," that is, He 
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took one of Satan's mighty ones, a strong, stout¬ 
hearted, stubborn sinner, and " raised him up " to 
the throne of Egypt (as He afterwards raised up 
Nebuchadnezzar to the throne of Babylon), and per¬ 
haps to a pinnacle of earthly fame, to which no one 
else has reached, for what purpose? "That I might 
shov^ My power in thee, and that My name might be 
declared throughout all the earth." 

That is, that His power as the deliverer of His 
people might be manifested, and His covenant name 
Jehovah declared for the comfort of all who would 
trust in Him. That had nothing whatever to do with 
Pharoah's salvation or damnation, but only God's 
purposes for His people. 

If every statement in the Bible concerning election 
and predestination in connection with God's people be 
carefully considered, it will be found that it stands 
upon an anterior basis of foreknowledge, as in i Peter 
i. 2 " Elect according to the foreknowledge of God " 

and refers, not to the salvation of sinners, but to the 
glory which God has prepared for those who are 
"chosen in Christ before the foundation of the 
world," not that they are chosen to come to Christ, 
but being in the foreknowledge of God in Christ are 
chosen to "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefined, 
and that fadeth not away." 

But oh! what a vista of blessedness and glory does 
this open up for the people of God. Away in the 
"beginning," in that vast eternity which the High 
and the Lofty One alone inhabiteth, which no human 
mind can comprehend ; away in that " beginning " 
the eye of God rested with infinite joy upon the great 
company of His redeemed, as He saw them " in the 
Beloved." 

The costliest gift which heaven possessed was not 
too g"reat for their redemption. The Father gave 
comiflandment to His Son to lay down His life for 
their sakes (John x. 18), and in the glad obedience of 
the Son saying " Lo I come. I delight to do Thy will 
O My God, yea, Thy law is within my heart," the 
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Father found a supreme cause for the love He bare to 
the Son of His love, as Christ said (John x. 17): 
" Therefore doth my Father love Me, because I lay 
down My life that I may take it again." 

There are no honours in heaven too exalted to be 
bestowed by God upon " H i s elect." Above the 
heavenly host who sang at the Redeemer's birth 
" glory to God in the highest," above the angels that 
"excel in strength," who are "sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be the heirs of salvation," yea 
even above the mighty archangels, God's special 
messengers, the redeemed of the Lord will " inherit 
the throne of glory" as "heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ." 

Nay more, for them "in Christ" the eternal pur¬ 
poses of God have their end, the plans of His infinite 
wisdom find their centre, in them His heart finds 
infinite joy as He says, in Zeph. iii. 17 : " The Lord 
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; He will save, 
He will rejoice over thee with joy ; He will rest in 
His love; He will joy over thee with singing." 

What a wonderful vision is opened up to the 
believer in 1 Cor. iii. 21-23: "All things are yours; 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present or things to come ; 
all are yours; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." It staggers the imagination to think of it, 
but it is true ; the poor have been raised from the dust, 
the beggar has been lifted from the dunghill, and all 
things are for him, for he is Christ's and Christ is 
God's. 

Reader, do you belong to this glorious company? 
If not, would you share in the blessedness? If so, 
you need not trouble to consider whether or not you 
have been elected. It is enough that you have the 
invitation ; accept it, close now with God's offer of 
mercy, confess your sin and seek forgiveness, for 
Christ's sake ; God is calling you, listen to His call, 
He will justify, He will glorify, and you will find that 
you belong to " the elect of God." 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

The Glory of God* 
"Then cometh the end." What is the end? 

" H i s ETERNAL G L O R Y " ! Away in the eternal 
" beginning " the Triune God dwelt alone in all the 
effulgence of his infinite glory. But in the gracious 
exercise of His wisdom, love and might He created 
other beings to dwell with Him in perfect harmony, 
upon whom He might pour out all His love and bestow 
upon them the blessedness of the experimental know¬ 
ledge of all His glorious perfections. 

One of the greatest of these beings lifted up by 
pride of those transcendent powers which had been 
given him, raised his hand against his Maker and drew 
a multitude of others into the rebellion against God. 
All this was foreknown by God—though not designed 
by Him—and out of the very ruin wrought by this 
great rebellion, He in His infinite grace brought forth 
a scheme of redemption that redounded yet more to 
His glory, whereby multitudes of those who hearkened 
to His voice and put their trust in Him, have been 
raised from the lowest depths to the very highest 
heights of creature blessedness. 

" That God in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen " (i Peter iv. u ) . This is the 
great end of all the works of God. But we must not 
measure the glory of God by the glory of man, which 
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is a kind of spectacular show of magnificent splendour 
tending to self-exaltation. 

God alone is the eternal Fountain of all true good¬ 
ness, of holiness and righteousness, of t ruth and love, 
and it is in the manifestation and the exercise and the 
outflow of all the perfections of His glorious Being-, 
bringing the greatest blessedness to all His creatures 
who are in harmony with Him, that His glory consists. 

The glory of God, therefore, does not bring any¬ 
thing back to Him, for what could any finite being 
bring to Him who is infinite and eternal that H e had 
not in Himself as the everlasting Fountain. But 
when man glorifies God, he rejoices in all His good¬ 
ness, delights to acknowledge Him as the Source of 
all good, and so obtains an evergrowing experimental 
knowledge of God. 

Sin sets everything at variance with God, opposes 
His rule, defames His character, seeks to dethrone 
Him, and turn the whole universe into disorder and 
confusion, and would end in the everlasting misery 
and wretchedness of all whom it affects. It is there¬ 
fore unspeakable blessedness and comfort to know 
that notwithstanding all that sin has done with Satan 
at its head, still " T h e Lord re igne th ." Notwith¬ 
standing all opposition, " Yet have I set my King 
upon My holy hi l l , " saith Jehovah. " A l l things a re 
delivered unto Me of My Fa the r , " said our Lord, and 
again, " All power is given unto Me, in heaven and in 
e a r t h . " God has committed unto His beloved Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, " a l l t h i n g s " : His authority, 
His power, the honour of His Name, the vindication 
of His law, the righteousness of His government, the 
glory of His majesty, knowing full well that H e com¬ 
mitted them into faithful hands. 

God at first tentatively committed the keeping of 
His glory to Adam, who vilely dragged it in the dust, 
then He committed it to " t h e second Man, the Lord 
from heaven," who at the fearful cost of suffering 
and death, recovered the crown which had fallen from 
the head of Adam and restored the glory t o God. 
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So when the Lord was about to enter that dread abyss 
upon the cross, He said, " Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in Him, if God be glori¬ 
fied in Him, God shall also glorify Him in Himself " 
(John xiii. 31, 32). So in the deepest depth of His 
humiliation and in the highest height of His exaltation, 
all redounded to the glory of God. And he is now 
waiting in " The Heavenlies," while the Gospel is 
being preached in all nations, and the battle is going 
on, " For He must reign till He hath put all enemies 
under His feet." 

" Then cometh the end, when He shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
when He shall have put down all rule and all authority 
and power And when all things shall be 
subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also be subject 
unto Him that hath put all things under Him, that 
God may be all in a l l " (1 Cor. xv. 24-28). 

What a vista of glory is here opened up! " Then 
cometh the end." All that has taken place in the 
history of man, all that has yet to take place, seems a 
long weary waiting time, but " the end " is coming, 
and away in the endless ages of duration, what a tiny 
speck in the infinite azure the scene will appear, what 
a moment of time in the midst of eternity, but oh ! 
how pregnant! Somewhere in God's universe will be 
a place of everlasting and unutterable woe for all 
those who would not have Him to reign over them, 
who united in the great conspiracy against His 
Throne. They will not be there by the will of God, 
for the Lord is "not willing that any should perish," 
but by the sentence of inviolable righteousness, which 
they brought upon themselves. 

And God will be glorified, even in the judgment of 
the wicked. The subject is full of pain, one might 
almost say full of consternation. We will not dwell 
upon it, but we may not pass it by, for it is clearly 
set forth in the Word of God, and our Lord Himself 
has earnestly warned us of it. He speaks of it as a 
worm that dieth not, and as a fire that is not quenched. 
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God Who is holy, and righteous, and true, cannot let 
sin go unpunished. The Devil, the great leader of the 
conspiracy against His throne, with the Beast, the 
false prophet, and " whosoever is not found written 
in the book of life," shall be "cast into the lake of fire, 
and be tormented day and night for ever and ever," 
and God the righteous Judge will be glorified, and the 
saints in heaven will say, "Alleluia, salvation and 
glory and honour and power, unto the Lord our God. 
For true and righteous are His judgments 
And I heard as it were, the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth." ( Rev. xix. 1-6). 

But God will be much more glorified in His saints, 
in the great multitude of His redeemed, who shall be 
glorified together with Christ, and this is the glory 
in which He takes supreme delight. Oh how amaz¬ 
ing are those words of our Lord in His great High 
Priestly prayer (John xvii. 5, 22), " O Father, glorify 
Thou Me with thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with Thee before the world was And 
the glory which Thou gavest me I have given them ; 
that they may be one, even as We are one." 

And away in those endless ages the Triune God will 
dwell, not alone, as " in the Beginning," but with a 
countless number of holy angels and with untold 
myriads of redeemed men, whom He has "called to 
His eternal glory," and who will dwell with Him 
in all the infinite blessedness which has been procured 
for them, and established for ever unto them by their 
Lord and Saviour, " that God may be glorified in all 
things through Jesus Christ." 

But there is something higher and deeper and more 
glorious still in the amazing love of Christ for His 
redeemed, His Bride. He Who in the eternal God¬ 
head is equal with the Father and with the Holy Ghost 
will, through all the everlasting ages, stoop to take 
the place of a subject creature, for the love He bears 
His own! 
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In Genesis ii. 24, we read : " Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and mother and shall cleave unto his 
wife : and they shall be one flesh." These are strang-e 
words, for all throug-h human history the "woman has 
left her father and mother to cleave unto her husband, 
but in Eph. v. 31, 32, these words are quoted, and 
the Apostle adds, "This is a great mystery: but I 
speak concerning- Christ and the Church." 

Have we not here this "grea t mystery" solved? 
Did not Christ, the Heavenly Bridegroom stoop to 
become " the Beginning- of the creation of God," then 
stoop vastly lower when He ' ' came into the world to 
save sinners," and lower still when He was " made 
sin for us that we mig-ht be made the 
rig-hteousness of God in Him? " From the lowest 
depth He rose ag-ain, and ascended up, our great Hig-h 
Priest, " Who is on the rig-ht-hand of the Throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens," where He will sit until 
He hath put down all enemies under His feet, and 
" Then cometh the end," when He shali ag-ain " leave 
His Father," and stoop to take the subject place to 
"cleave unto His wife," for the love He bears those 
who have become " members of His body, of His flesh 
and of His bones." For surely this is the deep 
significance of those wonderful words, " And when 
all thing's shall be subdued under Him, then shall the 
Son also be subject unto Him that hath put all things 
under Him THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL." 

Oh wondrous mystery of love! Oh amazing-
effulg-ence of the glory of God ! What can we do but 
bow down and worship and adore, joining- in the 
anthem of Heaven, " Blessing- and honour and glory 
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen." 
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