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THY KINGDOM COME.

SOME time ago , I met at the house of a

Christian friend, a Mrs. B., when the sub

stance of our conversation was much as

follows:

“ Do you know ,” said I, “ whether
your

sins areforgiven ?”

“ I cannot say anything about that, Sir,"

she replied ; “ but follow my church re

gularly, and we have an excellent minister.”

“ But, what a mercy it is,” I said, “ that

God does not answer your prayers !”

“ Why, Sir, I cannot see that. Pray,

what do you mean ?”

I replied, “ Do you not, every time you

goto church, frequently say, ' Thy kingdom

come ' ? Have you ever considered ,that

when his kingdom comes, Christ will pun

ish the unconverted with everlasting de

struction ? Are you not, therefore, in saying,

“ Thy kingdom come,' asking the Lord to

visit you with everlasting destruction ? Let

us look at the first chapter of the second

epistle to the Thessalonians. It is there
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written , ' The Lord Jesus shall be revealed

from heaven with his mighty angels, in

flaming fire taking vengeance on them that

know not God, and that obey not the gos

pel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall

be punished with everlasting destruction

from the presence of the Lord, and from

the glory of his power ; when he shall come

to be glorified in his saints, and to be ad

mired in all them that believe . Now , if

you knew God the Saviour of sinners, as

revealed in the death of his beloved Son,

and obeyed the gospel of remission of sins

through faith in his blood, you might then

with propriety say, “ Thy kingdom come,'

and anticipate the answer to your peti

tion with joy ; but for any who have not

obeyed the gospel to offer such aprayer,

what is it but asking the Lord Jesus to

come in flaming fire to take vengeance

upon them ?”

“ It is, indeed, very solemn,” said Mrs. B.

“ I confess I never thought so much of the

meaning of these wordsbefore. ”

After this, I did not see Mrs. B. for seve

ral days, perhaps a fortnight. When I met

her again, I recognized acountenance that

bespoke much exercise of mind. “ Oh, Sir, "

said she, “ I have not been able to say
those
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words since I saw you last. I alwaysstop

when I come to ' Thy kingdom come. ' I feel,

Sir, I am such a sinner. Iam very unhappy.

What can I do ? Do you think there is

any hope of such a sinner being saved ? ”

“ It is well," I replied, “that you have

discovered your mistake, before it became

too late ; and I thank God for making you in

any measure sensible of your real condition

before him . Be assured that you will find

rest and peace, only in believing the record

God has given of his Son. As to doing

anything to save your soul, you can do

nothing. It is becauseof our entirely de

praved and helpless condition, that God has

provided an all-sufficient and everlasting

salvation, through the blood of his beloved

Son. The work of salvation is God's work ;

and he has accomplished it in the death

and resurrection of Jesus ; and the blessing

of it will be yours, not by doing, but by

believing . Hence it is written , God so

loved the world, that he gave his only be

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting

life. Take God at his word, and you will

be happy ;" for he justifies from all things

* Eph. ii. 8, 9 ; Luke vii. 42. ? Rom . x. 4—10.8Jo. iii. 1 .

* Rom. xv. 13 ; Rom. v . 1 .
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all that believe in Jesus . ' If,” I con

tinued, “ a person pays you a Bank of Eng

land note, you never doubt that the promise

written on it will be fulfilled ; and there

fore you consider it as valuable as gold.

And will you give less credit to God's

promise, who says, ' Whosoever believeth in

Jesus shall not perish, but have everlasting

life ?” It pleased God, soon after, to enable

Mrs. B. to lay hold of his own sure pro

mises, and to find peace in believing. To

him be all the praise !

DEAR READER ! Christ is quickly coming.

Are you reconciled to God by the death of

Jesus ? or does the Searcher of hearts be

hold you still an unpardoned sinner in his

sight ? Christ crucified for sinners is the

only way of salvation. His bloodcan wash

youfrom all your sins. He can clothe you

in the righteousness of God. He can in

tercede for you in heaven. He can present

you without spot to God. Will you not,

then, now believe and be saved ?

“ Was ever equal pity found !

The Prince of life resigos his breath ,

And pours his blood upon the ground,

To ransom guilty worms from death .”

5 Acts xiii. 39.

LONDON : W. YAPP , WELBECK STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE .
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THE BLACK SHEEP ;

OR,

BEWARE OF MEN .2

I HAVE lately heard of a butcher who had

great trouble to get his sheep into the

slaughter -house, on account of the passage

leading to it being very narrow , until he

succeeded in so training a black sheep to

go throughthe passage,that, whenever he

wished to slaughter a flock ,he brought out

the black sheep, which they all unsuspect

ingly followed through the narrow passage;

thus they were beguiled and killed,without

any difficulty, while the black sheep was

spared to repeat his enticing ways to the

destruction of vast numbers of others.

And, I ask , do we not see something very

similar to this practised all aroundus in

reference to the souls of men ?

one fail to see, that much of the religious

excitement of the day consists in following

the precepts and opinions of men ? Is it

not one of the cunningly devised strata

gems of the great enemyof souls, to draw

men to perdition through the instrumen

talityof false guides? People say, “ Is he not

Can any
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a good man, educated , talented, eloquent,

charitable,” and the like ? Thus they go

onward, little thinking that, step by step,

they are being led by a wolf in sheep's

clothing, in the way to outer darkness,

where there is weeping, and wailing, and

gnashing of teeth .

Oh, my reader ! if ever there was a day

when the true servants of Christ were

called on to cry aloud, “Beware of men !”

it is now. Why? Because it is most mani

fest that the devil, who can transform him

self into an angel of light, has his trained

emissaries, whose business it is to lead

those around them , ( unwittingly perhaps,)

by a false religion, downwards to eternal

destruction.

Dear reader. Beware of men ! God him

self has marked out the only way of sal

vation. Christ crucified and risen is the

only Saviour. The written word of God,

the only standard of truth . The Holy

Spirit, the only “Spirit of truth . The

blood of Christ, the only sin - cleansing re

medy. Nothing can be plainer. God's

word is certain and decisive. He speaksof

two classes of persons—the saved ,and the

lost - believers, and them that believe not.

Oh ! beware of men ! “ You must be born

again .” The Holy Spirit alone can make
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Turn ye,the Saviour precious to you.

why will ye die ? Hear, and you shall

live. Acquaint now thyself with God, in

Christ, andbe at peace. Death and judg

ment are close at hand. Escape for thy

life. Take God at his word. Receive Christ.

Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away

the sin of the world . Believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved . He

that believeth not shall be damned. Oh !

listen to the sweet words of Jesus, the

Saviour of sinners : “ Verily, verily, I say

unto you , he that heareth my word, and

believeth on him that sent me, hath ever

lasting life, and shall not come into con

demnation, but is passed from death unto

life . ”

“ Thine, alas ! a lost condition,

Works cannot work thee remission,

Nor thy goodness do thee good ;

Death 's within thee, all about thee,

But the remedy's without thee ,

See it in thy Saviour's blood.”

Dear reader. Once more I say , Beware

of men ! for Satan's great object is to “ blind

the minds of them which believe not, lest

the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,

who isthe image of God, should shine unto

them ;" and, perhaps, this is never done so

effectually as by a false shepherd. Con

sider this, I beseech you. Are you sure
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that you have no companion, or esteemed

acquaintance, or so - called religious friend,

by whom you are being led ? Think of

what I have told you about the black

sheep. A true man of God does not wish

you to follow him further than he follows

Christ, or to submit to him in any thing

not plainly in accordance with the New

Testament Scriptures . He speaks to you

of a full, free, present, and everlasting sal

vation in Christ alone - that his blood is

the only ground of forgiveness of sins

that Christ is the end of the law for right

eousness to every one that believeth

that all flesh is grass, and all the glory of

man as the flower of grass ...... but the

word of the Lord endureth for ever.

Again. Beware of men ! for what shall

it profit a man, if he gain the whole world,

and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man

give in exchange for his soul ? May you at

once turn to God with confession of
your

sins ! Believe now on his crucified Son,

and you have everlasting life.

“The moment a sinner believes ,

And trusts in his crucified Lord,

His pardon at once he receives ,

Salvation in full, through his blood . "

LONDON : W. YAPP, WELBECK STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE .
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HOW CAN I APPROACH GOD ?

On returning home one Lord's -day after

noon, I met a young woman, who was

evidently in great mental distress. She

said, respectfully, yet with deep emotion,

“ Sir, How can I approach God ?”

I replied, " What makes you so anxious

about your soul ? ”

Shesaid, “ I havebeen reading the Bible

this afternoon , and feel convinced , in a way

I never felt before, that I am a vile, guilty

sinner.”

“ I am glad,” said I, “ that the Holy

Spirit has thus, by the written word, shewn

you something of your real condition as a

sinner againstGod. You may rest assured

that God loves sinners, though he hates sin ;

for ‘ God so loved the world, that he gave

his only -begotten Son, that whosoever be

lieveth in him should not perish , but have

everlasting life.” Christ died upon the

cross that wemight live through him ! and ,

sinful as you feel yourself to be, and are,

be assured you can only find access into

1

* John iii. 16.
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God's presence through the blood of Jesus,

his Son.'

A few days after, I met her again, in

tears, bewailing her hell -deserving con

dition . She said , " I know that Jesus died

for sinners ; but I feel that I cannot ap

proach God .” In this state she continued

some time. It was clear to me, that though

she talked about Jesus, yet she did not

know who Jesus was. The great mystery

of “ God manifested in the flesh ” had not

been revealed to her. I, therefore, set be

fore her many scriptures which refer to the

person of Christ, especially such as show ,

that though Jesus was made of a woman ,

yet he came out from God, from the bosom

of the Father, and was God and man in one

person. That Jesus was the express image

of the invisible God, though he was found

in fashion as a man . That because Jesus

was man, he was a fit substitute for sinners,

and able to bear our sins, and to be made

a curse for us , and because Jesus was God,

there was infinite virtue in his blood -shed

ding and death, and infinite power to put

away sin for ever thereby ; and that God,

by raising Jesus from thedead, setting him

at his own right hand, and crowning him

with glory and honour,gavea public tes

timony that he accepted his finished work
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‘on behalf of his people. Hence, I added,

“ the way of approach to God is through

the Lord Jesus Christ crucified and risen ,

who is now at the right hand of God ; and

he gives this most gracious assurance, that

'He is able to save them to the uttermost,

that come unto God by him .' I then

prayed that she might be enabled, by the

Holy Ghost, to come to God by Christ.

Her whole soul seemed to cry out,

“ Give me Christ, or else I die ;

None but Christ can satisfy !”

When I saw her again , all tears were

gone, and a peaceful smile had displaced

the gloom from her countenance. She said ,

“ I am happy now , sir ! " “What makes

you happy?” said I. “ Oh, sir, a fewmorn

ings ago, after prayer, the words, ‘ Your

sins and iniquities will I remember nomore,

brought sweet comfort to my soul. It

seemed as if God spoke themtomy heart.”

“ Can you really approach God ? ” said I.

“ Oh yes, sir, I approach God now without

fear, through the blood of Jesus, his Son,

who is at his right hand ; and my
desire is

to live for his glory.”

This is the substance of my conversation

with this young woman, and it is related

because it may meet the need of some

2 Heb. yü. 25.
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others similarly exercised, who, knowing

something of God's holiness and their own

sinfulness, are saying, “How can I approach

God ?” It is to be feared, that many never

consider whether they approach God or

not, who might truly say,

“ I often say my prayers ;

But do I ever pray ?

Dear reader ! Do you feel that, sinful

as you are, rebellious as you have been,

and full of indwelling corruption as God

declares you to be, you can peacefully

approach God ? If so, well
you

know that

it is only through the cross of Christ'; for

“ the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son,

cleanseth us from all sin .” And Jesus

said, " I am the way, the truth, and the

life ; no man cometh unto the Father, but

by me. “ Neither is there salvation in

any other ; for there is none other name

under heaven given among men, whereby

we must be saved . " Not to receive, there

fore, this only salvation, this only way, this

only fountain opened for sin, is to expose

your soul to the everlasting wrath of God,

“ where their worm dieth not, and the fire

is not quenched.”

LONDON : W. YAPP, WELBECK STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE .
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GRACE.

BEGINNING at Jerusalem ! ” — What gra

cious words are these !—Repentance and

remission of sins to be preached first at

Jerusalem ! And what sort of a place

was Jerusalem ? Was it a very good

city ? Had the people who dwelt there

manifested any such great zeal or love

towards Jesus as was calculated to draw

forth such favour from Him as this ?

What did Jesus say of this city, a little

while before this gracious commission was

given ? — “ O Jerusalem , Jerusalem , which

killest the prophets, and stonest them that

are sent unto thee ; how often would I

have gathered thy children together, as a

hen doth gather her brood under her wings,

and ye would not ! ” There was surely
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nothing like zeal or love towards God in

all this . But what had they done after

wards ? had their ways become improved ?

No,—they had but added the crowning

sin of all to their iniquity ; they had been

guilty of the most horrid act of wickedness

ever perpetrated by man ;-they had by

wicked hands crucified and slain Jesus,

God's own Son ; they had deliberately

slain him and hanged him on a tree ;

they were now the unrepenting murderers of

Jesus. And it was in this city of mur

derers - murderers of the Son of God

that remission of sins was first to be

proclaimed ! Here, indeed, is a marvel

lous exhibition of Grace !

Now , dear reader, cannot you in this

discern something of the character of

God's free Grace ? Your case, also, as

regards any righteous hope, is indeed a

desperate one. The Bible
says

that
you
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are a sinner, and that God is holy and

just. This puts you at an immeasurable

distance from God. His holiness and

justice seem quite to shut you out. But

there is something else here to be dis

cerned in God besides his holiness and

justice. The Gospel tells of his Grace.

Yes, blessed be his name ! -- it is the

“ Gospel of the Grace of God.” And now

this grace — this very same abounding

Grace, which flowed out towards the

murderers of Jesus — is flowing towards

you. Yes ; let your own thoughts about

your case be what they may, God knows

it to be desperately bad, and therefore his

word to you is this, “By Grace are ye

saved, through faith ; and that not of

yourselves : it is the gift of God : not of

works, lest any man should boast.” .

It was thus that Paul was saved :

“ By the Grace of God, I am what I am ."

1 Acts xx. 24. * Eph. ii . 8, 9 .

a
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“ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of

all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came

into the world to save sinners ; of whom

I am chief.'

It was thus the thief was saved. He

came to the cross a murderer, and while

there reviled Jesus ; but in his last ex

tremity, he called for mercy : — “-“ Lord ,

remember me when thou comest into thy

kingdom .” . And the ready and hearty

response of Jesus was, “To-day shalt

thou be with me in Paradise.”

And thus, dear reader, must you be

saved, if you are saved at all. For He

who cannot lie hath said , “ I am the way,

the truth , and the life ; no man cometh

unto the Father but by me.”

31 Cor. xv. 10 ; 1 Tim . i . 15 . • John xiv. 6.
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