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FOREWORD. 

C
HRISTIANITY is Christ. And who is Christ?

The historical Person, Jesus of N azaretb, and 
He alone. May anything be known of Him after 
all this time? Little, indeed, yet that little is 
much, for God is in it! 

The Seers and the Prophets of old, men with the 
eye opened upon the Unseen and the Eternal, 
declared beforehand His character and His work. 
To this the Old Testament is witness. 

In due time vision was translated into fact. The 
Four Gospels are the witnesses. In them we are in 
the region of history. These Gospels are among 
the briefest biographies, yet in th·em stands out 
well-defined and easily apprehended-the children 
know Him-the Lord Jesus, the one inexhaustible 
Person of all the Ages. 

The Epistles explain the visions and the facts, 
confirming the testimony •• that this Jesus whom 
[we] proclaim unto you is the Christ." 

And what has all this to do with people in the 
Twentieth Century? Why, much every way! In 
this Person and in these things your essential 
interests lie. c. F. H.



CHRISTIANITY: 
History, Philosophy, and Experience.

INTRODUCTORY. 

WHAT is Christianity ? Perhaps no better 
definition can be provided than that of a 

recent writer, "Christianity is Christ." It is the 
religion of a Person, the only religion in the 
world called by those who profess it after the 
name of its Founder. Thefollo,versof Mohammed 
do not call themselves Mohammedans, nor do 
the people whom we call Buddhists so describe 
themselves. These religions can be dissociated 
from the persons who founded them; Christianity 
is inconceivable apart from Christ. 

Christianity claims to be the absolute religion 
because it is the only revealed religion. Else
where men grope in the dark; they "seek God, 
if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him" 
(Acts 17. 27), but in Christianity God reveals 
Himself for the enlightenment and· salvation of 
men, and so doing exhibits to the universe an 
aspect of His character otherwise undisplayed 
The glory of His majesty, wisdom, and power 
is seen in His·works, the glory of His righteous
ness in His retributive acts, but the glory of His 
grace and of His love is seen in Christ. For 

B 



4 Christianity. 

Christianity is an amnesty to rebels ; therein is 
declared the forgiveness of sins. And to the 
amnestied there is promised the full realisation 
of all the possibilities of the constitution \vhere
\Vith man was endowed in his creation by God. 

Christianity, in the nature of the case, is an 
intolerant religion. It cannot agree to settle 
down with and to share the life of ariy other 
faith. It is essentially aggressive, made so alike 
by its own inherent vitality and by the explicit 
command of Christ that those who bear His 
Name should preach His Gospel to all men, 
regardless of the boundaries of race and nation. 
Now where intolerance is linked with power the 
result is tyranny, and history witnesses that no 
tyranny devastates human lives as religious 
tyranny does. For, while the political or social 
tyrant may claim the disposal of men in this life, 
the religious tyrant claims to dispose of them in 
the next life as well. But Christianity is never 
tyrannical, for the reason that it is never linked 
,vith world-power; and by this, indeed, the true is 
distinguishable from the false, which is often 
found allied with the powers of this age. Christ 
respected the will and choice of men, never 
forcing them to do right, but always appealing 
to them to receive His message and to follow 
His example. Where they refused He left them 
to their own course and to the inevitable con
sequences. The intolerance of true Christianity 
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is the intolerance of love that respects the 
freedom of all; and yet. that cann·ot cease its 
urgings· while men bring·destructiop upon them
selves by refusing to acknowledge the claims of 
Christ,. and that cannot cease its missionary 
propaganda. while there remain any whb have. 
not ·heard His Name. 

l. 

·HISTORY.

Christianity. is hislorical ; its r9ots are. deeply 
and wiq_�ly �pr�aq. in cert�in happenings cfuring 
centuries previous to the birth of the Lord Jesus. 
The history of this preparation is recorded in 
the 019 Testament, that of its _realisation in 
the Ne\v. 

The Bible profe�ses to be a revelation of and 
frqm God, though no attempt is made therein to 
prove the existence of God. The sqle pre .. 
supposition of revelation is that God is. He 
re_veals Himself in His words and acts; nor is 
any. other method of proof of His existence 
readily conceivable. 

Creation. 

The Bible opens with the statement that God 
created. Proof of the statement is not offered. 
And reasonably so, for the verification of a 
creative act lies beyond human powers, and 
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when ,ve speak of proof that is what ,ve mean.· 
Imagine a world brought into existence in space 
under the eye of a competent and suitably 
equipped observer. By what criterion is he to 
determine ,vhether this is not an ancient star 
now first br�aking in upon the orbit of the earth? 
Or, at the other extreme of the handiwork of 
God, were almighty po,ver to bring a diatom 
into being on the stage of a microscope,how would 
the observer recognise it to be the result of a 
creative fiat and not of the mutation of pre
existent matter? In the nature of the case it is 
"by faith we understand [perceive J that the 
worlds have been framed by the word of God·" 
(Heb. I 1. 3). 

The Fall of Man.

The vvorld prepared, God created man to be 
its overlord. "Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of Thy hands ; Thou 
hast put all things under his feet" (Psa. 8. 6). 
Of the creation of inan there are t,vo accounts, 
one, m·ore general, in Genesis r ; one, more de
tailed, in Genesis 2. These, but particularly the 
latter, make plain that the crowning· gift of God 
to man was that. of will, freedom or- choice, and 
than this no higher gift is conceivable. But the 
greater the gift the heavier the responsibility; 
and men must bear the �ons_equences of the 
exercise of will. It \Vas of course inevitable 
that sooner or later man must be tested. Th� . 
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next scene in his history is his temptation and 
his initial act of disobedience, in the language of 
theology, the Fall. 

Obviously it was now open to God either to 
cause Adam to pass away to make room for 
another,, or to leave him to the consequences of 
his deliberate choice. But would another Adam, 
created under similar conditions, bearing a 
similar responsibility, and exposed to a similar 
temptation, act differently? There is a happy 
alternative: God acts in grace and promises in 
the moment of their failure to raise up a 
Redeemer and Saviour among the descendants 
of the guilty pair. 

And Its Sequel. 

The development of self-will, inaugurated in 
the disobedience of Adam and Eve, was as 
rapid as the increase of the race. - Pursuing the 
path marked out for them by God that they 
should subdue and replenish the earth, men 
sought out many inventions, not, indeed, in sub
mission to His will but with self-gratification as 
their end. This continued for ful1 fifteen 
hundred years, when God visited the earth with 
a flood, preserving from its devastations only a 
single family, that of Noah. Even so, the 
inveterate rebellion of man's nature had not 
been eradicated, once more he corrupted his \vay 
upon the earth. 

C 
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Some hundreds of years after the Flood God 
called Abram, a member of an idolatrous family, 
and, making certain promises to him, from him 
raised up a nation. Within the circle thus 
created God gave His law, appointed a com
prehensive system of sacrifice, and caused to flo\v 
an ever-increasing stream of prophecy. The 
purpose of the law was to provide a standard 
whereby men might measure themselves. The 
purpose of sacrifice and of prophecy was t\vo
f old, current and prospective: to meet the needs 
of conscience and of conduct, and to point to 
and prepare for a consummation in which the 
earlier promises would be fulfilled. 

The Birth of Christ. 

At the beginning of our era the J e,vs, the 
descendants of Abraham, had long lost their 
national inheritance; great numbers of them 
were scattered among the Gentiles, ,vhile the 
remnant and their land lay under the yoke or 
Rome. Their language (Hebrew) had been 
dead for a couple of centuries. A hundred and 
fifty years before their sacred books had been 
translated into the Greek tongue, then the 
common medium of communication. Among 
the Gentiles there was peace under the iron rule 
of mighty Rome. For the first time in history 
the doors of the temple of Janus, the god of 
war, in the Imperial �ity were closed. A hush 



Christianity. 9 

had fallen upon the earth, and new strange 
influences began to make themselves felt. In 
Jerusalem itself a venerable priest ministering in 
the te1nple had seen a vision of angels, and had 
been stricken dumb for nine long months. The 
stars· in the heavens were moved in their courses, 
which seeing, eastern sages looked and travelled 
westward. Political exigencies, or the whim of a 
tyrant, called for a fresh census of the empire. 
And as shepherds watched their flocks in the 
fields by night suddenly an angel spoke to them, 
a multitude of the hosts of heaven making 
chorus-

" Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace."-Luke 2. 14. 

The centre of all these movements in heaven 
and on earth was a remote country town, an inn 
on its outskirts, a stable there, a peasant family 
and their first-born Babe. Born in Bethlehem, 
the Child grew up to be known as Jesus of 
Nazareth, and ultimately to be declared the long
promised Seed of the woman, the Redeemer and 
Saviour, the Christ of God. 

His Life, Death, and Resurrection. 

Little more than three years of His life were 
spent in public. In the midst of His days He 
was cut off, J e\v and Gentile, in all else antagon
istic, hateful and hating one another, united to 
put Him to a shameful death. His follo\vers 



10 Christianity. 

buried Him in a rock-hewn sepulchre, ·which 
three -days later was found e�pty. During forty 
days He showed Himself alive to them, and from 
their midst was carried a,vay into heaven. Such 
in briefest outline is the history, the facts whereof 
cannot be seriously questioned, since they are 
established precisely as all other historic fact is 
established. 

II. 

PHILOSOPHY. 

Now we have to ask, What is the significance 
of these facts, and what is their bearing upon 
life? In 9ther words, having briefly reviewed 
Christianity as history, we must now consider it 
as philosophy and as experience. The Epistles 
of the New Testament show that the early 
followers of Christ interpreted the facts in a 
certain way, and to the question whether theirs 
,vas a justifiable and adequate interpretation, 
those who share their experience ,vill answer 
"Ye�," while those who do not share it ,vill 
probably answer '' No." And while it might 
seem more reasonable to consider the experience 
first, it will be better here to give precedence to 
the philosophy. 

Reason and Feeling. 

By philosophy I mean the intellectual ex
pression of Christianity, Christianity as explained 
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by the apostles. Man is a complete being, with 
a brain as ,vell as a heart, an· organ of mind as 
,veil as a capacity for emotion. God made him 
so, and appeals both to his mind and to his 
affections, moving him to think as well as to feel. 
That is a false antithesis ,vhich sets head against 
heart, reason against affection. For the truth is 
that the way to the heart lies through the head, 
and the emotions are healthily affected only as 
they are under the control of the mind. Where 
reason and affection are divorced confusion 
results, where they work in harmony man lives a 
complete and ordered life. 

Christianity is the only reasonable religion. 
How could it be other than reasonable proceed
ing from God who created man in His own 
image and likeness, endowing him with both 
mental and moral faculties? One of the most 
impressive of the prophetic messages is, "Come 
now, and let us reason together" (Isa. 1. 18). 
God would have men use the minds He has given· 
them; the security that depends upon ignorance 
is precarious. The sons of light may face the 
difficulties of revelation, as they face the diffi
culties of life, without fear, fully assured that 
God is able to justify Himself in all His ways. 

The Bible and Science. 

Within the memory of those not very old the 
Bible was attacked because of its lack of harmony 
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with the science of the day. Very confident 
were its adversaries that the baselessness of its 
claims had at last been exposed. Of what value 
or of ,vhat interest no,v is the mass of literature 
produced by that controversy? So ,videly does 
the science of to-day differ from the science of 
thirty years ago that \Ve should be greatly 
embarrassed now had they met with any measure 
of success ·who sought to reconcile the revelation 
of God ,vith what has proved to be merely a passing 
phase in the investigation of natural phenomena.· 
One scientific theory makes way for another as, 
in the providence of God, men are permitted to 
know more of His handhvork, but the Bible 
remains the timeless Book, up to date in every 
age, an impregnable rock. The thing that has 
been is the thing that shall be; attacks upon 
revelation pass with their day. He that knows 
God does not tremble for .His ark ! 

Creation. 

Since God created man His claim upon man 
is paramount. It is the right of the Creator to 
dispose of the creature, and to command his 
implicit obedience, to make la\vs, to reward 
those who keep them, to punish transgressors, or 
to redeem and restore them. The opening words 
of the Bible are the justification of all God s 
ways with men, whether in righteousness or in 
grace ; in them is the basis of the Gospel. 
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Fro1n the statement of the conditions under 
which he was created " in His own image," "in 
the likeness of God" (Gen. 3. 22, 5. 1, and 9. 6), 
it is plain that submission to and companion
ship with God are essential to the well-being of 
man, to his happiness, and to the fulfilment of 
his proper destiny. 

Thes� words, moreover, prepare us for the 
Incarnation. They are involved in the name 
"Immanuel," and in the statement of the 
evangelist, "the Word became flesh." They do 
not explain how that was possible, indeed, but 
they do make the Incarnation conceivable to 
men. What He assumed in the womb of the 
Virgin was not something alien to Himself, but 
that .which was at the first made in His own 
likeness and image. 

The Evolutionary Process. 

vVhatever the processes under which God may 
work in nature it is plain that this statement 
leaves no room for evolution in the case of man. 
The Bible does not number the years that have 
elapsed since his first appearance on the earth. 
It is claimed by some, indeed, that he must have 
existed long before the earliest date the Biblical 
narrative will admit, but in that case the 
evolutionary processes have been the longer in 
operation, and yet man physical is now as he 
was in the earliest traces he has left in the crust 
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of the earth. Nor is there any evidence of 
evolution in the sphere of the mind. After t\VO 
millenniums and a half Isaiah's prophecies rear 
themselves above the loftiest efforts in imaginative 
literature, and though not quite so ancient, the 
Epistleof Paul to the Romans is still unmatched as 
a piece of sustained and comprehensive reasoning. 
We repeat, the Christian has no ground for 
apprehension. The more the light the firmer 
the assurance that the Christianity of the Bible 
stands in the wisdom and power of God. 

The Conditions for Well-Being. 

The subordination of the part to the ·whole, 
obedience to authority properly constituted, are 
essential conditions of well-being and efficiency. 
Where they are forgotten or ignored there f ollo\v 
confusion, unhappiness, and inefficiency. This 
principle finds illustration in the common 
experiences. of family and social life. It is an 
obvious inference, then, that it must be equally 
essential to the well-being of the universe that 
every creature should occupy the place and duly 
discharge the functions for which it was fitted 
and to which it was appointed by the Creator. 

The Fall: Fact or Fable? 

The sin of man was self-assertion, expressing 
itself in deliberate disobedience. The circum
stances of his fall are described in the early 
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chapters of Genesis. By some the story related 
there has been dismissed as "poetry" or 
"allegory," though, of course, a story may be as 
true told in poetry as if it were told in prose, 
and allegory may surely convey truth. Here, 
however, the sole question is, On ,vhat ground 
is historicity denied to the Biblical story of the 
Creation and Fall of Man ? If man did fall, 
is it so clearly impossible that he should 
have fallen thus"? Does the story do violence 
to any natural or moral law, or to our 
sense of the fitness of things? And if it 
does not - we unhesitatingly affirm that it 
does not-then \vhy must that first act of 
disobedience have taken place under cir
cumstances concerning which nothing can be 
affirmed save that they must have been 
different from those described in Genesis? 
Shall we not rather conclude that the 
book which so accurately describes the con
sequences of the Fall may be trusted in its 
account of that Fall? The story is unsophisti
cated, and commends itself by its simplicity and 
consistency, and because it is adequate to 
account for the consequences that have followed 
upon it. In itself the test ,vas simple, and 
well adapted to prove what \vas in Adam's 
heart, the will to obey because obedience is 
essentially right, or the will to gratify self at 
whatever cost. 
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The Alternative. 

That there ,vas a Fall seems hardly open to 
question.* For the alternative is that God made 
man as he is, and thus is responsible for his sin. 
Moreover, if there was a Fall, there may be 
restoration; but if God made man as he is, what 
hope is there that man can ever be other than he 
is ? Cal\ time, even time in millenniums, 
a�complish that with God's work which He 
I-timself could not accomplish at the outset? 

If there was not a Fall, sin is an essential 
element in the nature of man. But if the Bible 
account that God created man upright and 
that he sought out many inventions is correct, 
sin is an alien element,something man has himself 
acquired, and in that case again it is possible 
that sin may be put away. 

"The candid incline to surmise of late 
That the Christian faith proves false, I find ; 

* * * * 

I still to suppose it true for my part, 
See reasons and reasons; this to begin: 
'Tis the faith that launched point-blank her dart 
At the head of a lie-taught Original Sin, 
The Corruption of Man's Heart." 

* It was stated some time ago that when he was a young
man Paul believed in the Fall, but when he grew older he 
allowed that '' excrescence" to fall away from his theology. 
The Apostle was over fifty when be wrote the " Romans,'' 
see chap. 5, and over sixty when he wrote his first letter to 
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Satan. 

In the background of the Biblical story of the 
I◄ .. all stands the sinister figure of the Tempter. 
When the mercy of God is exhibited in the 
promise of Seed to the woman, it is given in 
words addressed not to Adam nor to Eve, but to 
Satan : "her seed ... shall bruise thy head ; ,, a 
significant hint that the drama of earth and 
humanity is but part of a vvhole, the bounds of 
which no man can imagine and which it has not 
pleased God to reveal. The promised Seed will, 
"in Man for man," overcome the foe indeed, but 
"in Man " He \vill also restore order to the sin
distracted Uni verse of God. In the Name of 
JESUS every knee shall bow in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess I-Iim Lord. 

The Incarnation : The Virgin Birth. 

In order to accomplish the redemption and 
restoration of man it was necessary that "the 
Author of their salvation should be made perfect 
through suffering," and to this end God sent 
"His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh." 
The method of the accomplishment of this 
purpose was by His Birth of a Virgin mother, 
wherein, overshadowed by the power of the Most 

Timothy. see chap. 2. A more or less characteristic example 
of the treatment of Biblical history by a certain school of 
writers. 
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High, He took to Himself "a true body and a 
reasonable soul." The direct Scripture testimony 
to the Virgin Birth is t\vo-fold, that of Luke, 
reporting the experience of His mother, Mary, 
and that of Matthew, reporting the experience of 
His reputed father, Joseph. In passing, ,ve 
notice that these accounts are integral parts of 
the First and Third Gospels. The oldest sur
viving MSS. contain them, so do the earliest 
translations. True, no other New Testament 
writer repeats the statement that Christ was thus 
born, but neither does any one of these writers 
tnakea statement inconsistent with it. And to say 
the least, such expressions as that of Paul," God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman," and that 
of John, "the Word became flesh, and· d\velt 
among us," are completely in harmony with t_he 
narratives. However, the point to be emphasised 
is this, that the story of His birth of a Virgin comes 
to us on exactly the same authority as does the 
story of His life, death, and resurrection. 

The Works and the Character of Christ. 

Two features only of the life of the Lord 
Jesus, as presented in the Gospels, can be 
mentioned now-His works and His character. 
His miracles linked the seen with the unseen, 
and testified to the unity of creation. With t,vo 
seeming exceptions they were works of benefi
cence called forth in contact with human need, 
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,vitnesses to the power and love of God, that 
God can and that God cares. 

The miracles were exceptional manifestations 
of the po,ver at the disposal of the Lord Jesus, 
but they ,vere not exceptional expressions of His 
character. That defies analysis, and for this 
reason : no element of goodness, or of strength, 
or of purity is absent, and no one preponderates 
over the rest. He was sinless, fulfilling perfectly 
the purposes of manhood, ahvays at peace in 
His own heart, because ahvays in hannony ,vith 
God. 

The Death of Christ. 

In view of the facts of His life, as they are 
known to us, how is His death to be explained? 
Righteous though He was, His was not the death 
of the righteous. It was the penalty of human la,v 
which He had not broken. More than that, it ·was 
the penalty of divinela,vthat He had observed in its 
jot and tittle, magnifying and honouring it always . 

It was a voluntary death. In prospect of the 
Cro"ss He declared that He laid down His life. 
" Nn one," said He, "taketh it away from Me." 
It \Vas an absolu!e surrender to God, fitting end 
to a life of uninterrupted and undeviating 
devotion to Him. " F_ather, if Thou be ,villing, 
remove this cup from Me ; nevert�eless, not My 
will but Thine be done." It ,vas a vicarious, 
that is to say a substitutionary, death. He "gave 
His life a-ransom for many," "having become a 
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curse for us," for " His own self bare our sins in 
His body upon the tree." The fact is that He 
died; the explanation lies in this, that He died 
for sinners. The eternal law of God demanded 
the sacrifice; the eternal love of God provided it. 

The Problem of Suffering. 

rfhe problem of suffering, the tragedy of human 
life, it is that drives kind and thoughtful 
men to doubt the love and even the existence 
of God. Merely intellectual problems, the 
scientific and literary difficulties of the Bible, are 
altogether secondary to this. If God is, and if 
God is good, why was sin permitted at all ? and 
why has it been permitted to continue? Why 
do the innocent suffer and the guilty prosper? 
Why are so 1nany human beings born into the 
world feeble in mind, weak in purpose, crippled 
in body, doomed from birth to hopeless 
inefficiency where the race seems ahvays to the 
swift and the battle to the strong? Why do so 
many become the early victims of lust and 
oppression? That such questions as these are 
as old as the race is plain from the Book of Job 
and the Seventy-third Psalm, and many other 
parts of that marvellous Book which must be 
Divine if only because it is so human. Ho,v 
often have our own hearts found occasion to say: 

" My feet were almost gone ; 
My steps had well nigh slipped," 
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\Vhen \Ve conte1nplated the conditions under 
which men exist? The Book of Job assures us 
that the po,ver of God is not to be escaped by 
any of His creatures ; the Seventy-third Psalm 
that the end of sinners is miserable. But even so 
they leave the problem of suffering very much 
where they found it. 

Nor does the New Testament offer any 
explanation of the origin of sin and suffering, or 
of the need for their continuance. Yet the life 
and the death of the Lord Jesus do throw light 
upon the problem. This much is clear� that so 
inevitable, so real, is the necessity, that God 
Himself submitted to the limitations of human 
life, became ". a Man of Sorrows and acquainted 
with grief," "endured the gainsaying of sinners 
against themselves," for three and thirty years, 
suffering at the end the pain and ignominy of the 
Cross, in order that by the sacrifice of Himself 
He might put away sin, and wipe the tears 
from the faces of His creatures. "God ,vas in 
Christ." 
" The very God l think, Abib, dost thou think? 
So, the All-great were the All-loving too ; 
So, through the thunder comes a human voice, 
Saying, ' 0 heart I made, a heart beats here! 
Face, My hands faspioned, see it in Myself! 
Thou hast no power, nor mayest conceive of Mine, 
But love I gave thee, with Myself to love, 
And thou must love Me who have died for thee."' 
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The Resurrection of Christ. 

It ,vas on this ground that the Apostle Peter 
declared that it was not possible that the Lord 
Jesus should be holden of death. He was "the 
Holy One of God." Resurrection followed hard 
upon death. ·He Himself had prescribed before
hand a three days' limit to His continuance in 
its bonds ; these fulfilled, He arose from among 
the dead. Thus were life and incorruption, life 
indissoluble, brought to light; thus \-Vas righteous
ness vindicated. Condemning Him as a 
malefactor, men numbered Him with the 
transgressors, but God, reversing their verdict, 
"separated Him from sinners." And thus was 
the final triumph of good over evil, of joy over 
sorrow, foreshado,ved and pledged. 

III. 

EXPERIENCE. 

We come now to consider Christianity as an

experience. Christianity is not a net\vork of 
ideas and opinions, it is not an institution or a 
society, it is not a code of laws, moral or cere-
1nonial, it is not a ritual ; n�ither is it a web of 
philosophy \-Voven by reflection out of observa
tion and experience. Nor is it historical merely, 
a record of events in and of the past. Christianity 
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is a life lived in fellowship ,vith One ·who has 
been raised from among the dead, a fellowship 
made and maintained by the Spirit of God. 

Faith. 

The essential elements in the Gospel as it is 
presented to men are thus described by the 
Apostle Peter

1 
"Jesus of Nazareth ... they slew 

... Him God raised up ... and He charged us 
to preach ... and to testify that this is He which 
i� ordained of God to be the Judge of qujck and 
dead ... [and that] through His Name every one 
that believeth on Him shall receive remission of 
sins." And by the Apostle Paul, "If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved." And by the 
Apostl� John, "Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him 
and he in God " (Acts 10. 38-43 ; Rom. ro. 9; 
r John 4. 15). The-condition, then, is faith. At 
first sight it may see1n that the means are 
inadequate to the end, but on reflection it is plain 
that faith is in fact the most powerful lever in 
human affairs. How much more the faith that 
links a man with God and so lifts him to a 
new plane of life. The believer is henceforth a 
man in God ; his sins are forgiven ; he has been 
" born anew ; " he has been made partaker in 
"eternal life ; " there is in him "a ne\v creation.0 
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It� a wo1�d, he has entered upo·n a new experience 
and 01�ly those_wh9 have had t�at experience are 
in possession of the faculties by.which the signi
fican·ce, or philosophy, of the facts of revelation 
can be apprehended. 

. 
. 

The Influence of the Gospel on Social Life .. 

Not. that the Bible does not affect the-lives of 
. . . 

nien "at an ·unless they m-ake that surrender which 
is-the indispei1sable condition to a fu-11 experience 
of the benefits of �he -Gospel. On the contrary, 
freedom of access to the Bible, and the aurrency 
of its ethical teaching greatly · influenc·e social 
life. Wherever tlie · Bible is known and the 
Gospel freely pre·ached, the general effect- is to 
1nake human life sacred, to secure the liberty of 
the individual,. and to ameliorate the conditions 
under which men live, and all this directly in 
proportion vrith the measure in vihich the Bible 
and the Gospel are understood. The difference 
the Bible makes to a community is readily 
attested by those who have dwelt in lands whither 
it has never come or where it is a forbidden book. 

Important as the effects of Christ"ianity are 
upon social life, and striking as is the testimony 
to its inherent powers thereby borne, we must 
not pursue th1s line further. It is, however, 
necessary to point out that this ameliorative 
effect is strictly limited. It is incidental ; the 
_object of the Gospel is not to regenerate 



Christianity. 25 

society. That is reserved for Christ Himself 
to do when He comes again to rule in 
righteousness, when "the kingdom of the world" 
becomes " the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ;" then, but not till then," the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea" (Rev. I 1.

I 5 ; Hab. 2. 14). 

The Effect of the Gospel on the Individual. 

In the nature of the case the experience 
must precede the explanation of it. A 1nan 
must have been justified before he can under
stand the doctrine of justification. And ·this was 
as true of the Apostle Paul as of any Christian 
since his day. We have the advantage of read
ing his interpretation of his own experience as 
"a man in Christ," which indeed is the common 
experience of all Christians. The Spirit of God 
who illuminated his mind to enable him to 
understand and to write,illuminates ours through 
what He caused to be written. 

The experience of Paul was directly associated 
with the appearance to him of the Risen Lord. 
Probably God does not deal with any two men in 
exactly the same way, and His revealing of His 
Son in the case of Paul was never duplicated 
(Gal. I. 16). But Paul became a Christian in the 
only way that any man can become a Christian, 
that is, by believing in the Lord Jesus. Here 
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is his explanation of \vhat happened, written 
nearly a quarter of a century after the event : 
"Christ Jesus who was made unto us wisdom 
from God, and [even] righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.'' The intimacy 
of the union bet\veen the Christian and Christ
a union the direct and immediate consequence 
and result of faith-is emphasised by the peculiar 
phraseology. It is not merely that Christ · had 
done something for him, it is that Christ is 
something to him. Is he a guilty criminal 
accused at the bar of the justice of God? Then 
Christ is His righteousness. In himself he was 
a sinner condemned and without a plea, in 
Christ he is justified from all things. He 
is not pardoned merely. He stands as 
one the justice of whose condemnation is 
fully ackno\vledged, but also as one whose just 
sentence has been carried out on the Person in 
whom, he says, he is now found. Is he a defiled 
person realising his unfitness for the presence of 
God? Then Christ is his holiness. He dra\vs 
near boldly, conscious that in Christ he is made 
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 
Is he imprisoned in a death-doomed body ? 
Then Christ is his redemption. Christ in His 
death paid the price to make that body God's 
o,vn possession, and Christ will shortly come 
again to fashion it anew, and, conforming it to 
His own glorious body, to put it beyond the 
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power of death (Eph. 1. 14; Phil. 3. 21). But 
the wisdom that planned this consummation is 
God's ; therefore, " He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord " ( I Cor. I. 30, 3 I). 

Elsewhere the same Apostle writes: "I have 
been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer 
I that live, but Christ liveth in me ; and that 
life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, 
the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself up for me

,, 
(Gal. 2. 20,

marg.). Here he is describing the common 
Christian experience from a different standpoint. 
There he was in Christ ; here Christ is in him. 
Incidentally the words of John, already quoted, 
may be compared: "God abideth in him, and 
he in God ; " to be in Christ is to be in God, 
to have Christ within is to have God ,vithin, for 
Christ is God; so constant and so unconstrained 
is the inferential testimony of the Bible to the 
Deity of Christ. 

The Outlook. 

To the believer life is complicated by the 
mingling of the new with the old ; but the old is 
temporal, the new eternal. The old waxes 
corrupt and is ready to pass away, the ne,v gains 
in vigour daily. On the side of the old are the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil ; on the side of 
the new are Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-the 
whole resources of the Godhead. Certainly, 
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then, the Christian has good ground for his 
courage, and, without faltering, without flinching, 
may take up the words of another New 
Testament writer (Jude 24, 25), and say, "Now 
unto Him that is able to guard you from 
stumbling, and to set you before the presence of 
His glory \vithout blemish in exceeding joy, to 
the only God ·our Saviour, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and power, 
before all time, and now, and evermore. Amen." 

·--·----




