
SomeThoughtsSuggestedbytheHome-callofMr.JohnRitchie.
BYW.J.M'CLURE.

INthehome-callofJohnRitchie,anotherof"TheOldGuard"hasgone. A
longandfaithfulministryhasclosed,andhehasenteredintorest,waitingin
thepresenceofhisLord,waitingupthere,whilewewaitdownhereforthat
dayofdays,whenourLordshallcometocatchusuptobeforeverwithand
likeHim. Mayhishome-goingdeepenthedesireinuswhoremain,toend
well,tocleavetotheLordandHisWordinthesedayswhenitissoeasyto
driftawayfrom thatwhichhasreproachconnectedwithit,andtoseeka
pathmorecongenialtoourflesh.
Sincehearingofthedepartureofourbrother,thoughtshavebeenrevivedin
mymind,whichforsometimehavebeenstrugglingforexpression. During
aboutfifty-fouryearsconnectionwithassembliesgatheredtothenameof
theLordJesus,Ihaveobservedaconsiderablechangeinbothmeetingsand
preachers. Withregardtothelatter,thechangeisnotwhollytheirfault,
indeed,inagreatmeasure,itmaynotbetheirsatall. Iam notquiteold
enoughtoknowmuchpersonallyoftheearliestpreachersofthemovement,
butithasbeenmypleasuretositundertheministryoftheirimmediate
successors,H.Groves,H.Dyer,etc. Fiftyyearshasnoterasedfrom my
mindtheirmessages;theycomebackwithafreshnessthatmakesone
wonderifitcanbesolongago.
Afterthesedearmen,cameanothercrop,ifImaysoputit,andamongst
thesewethinkofD.Ross,D.Munro,JamesCampbell,W.McLean,J.R.
CaldwellandourdearbrotherRitchie. Notallgiftedalike,butallraregifts
to thechurch. To thesemen personallywearegreatlyendebted for
teachingwhichhelpedandestablishedusinthetruthofGod. Someof
them,asforinstanceD.RossandJamesCampbellhadmuchtodoin
shapingourlife,andpersonalacquaintanceandcorrespondencewithour
brother,who has justgone,did much to strengthen and encourage in
seekingtoholdonourway,in"themidstofthepathsofjudgment."
Oftheclasstowhichthesemenbelonged,very,veryfew now remain,and
thegoingofeachoneleavesusweakerandpoorer. Andthesaddestpart
ofitis,theyarenotbeingreplacedbymenofthesamespiritualpowerand
energy. Wegladlyownthattherearemanydearmen,whoseektofollowin
thefootstepsofthatgenerationofpreachers,ofwhom JohnRitchiewas
one,mendevotedtotheLordandHisWord,andwhohavenodesireto
escapethereproachthatisinseparablefrom carryingouttheWordofthe
Lordinthesedaysofeasyindifferencetoit.
Butwhatgivesusmuchconcern,isthecomingcropofpreachers. Again
andagain,ithaspresenteditselftouslikethis. Whatistobecomeofthe
testimonyofassemblies,ifwearenottohavemenofspiritualpowerand
energy to stand in the gap and make up the hedge. We dread to
contemplatewhatassemblieswillbelikeinTwentyorThirtyyears,should
theLordnotcomebeforethen.
Onethingwejudge,allmustadmit,whohaveeyestosee,andthatisthat
eachsuccessivegenerationofpreachersisweakerthantheprecedingone.
IstheLordthuslettingtheglorydepart? Shallthingsbeatalow,orlowest
ebbwhenHecomes?



Who thatremembers,can help comparing the dearmen we have just
mentioned,withsomany,morerecentpreachers. Thosedearmenhad
suchagrip onGod thattheycould pushoninto new fieldsand plant
assemblies. Theusualthingnowismakingaroundoftheassemblies,and
rarelyevertouchinganewplace. Hundredsoftownsandcitiesarepassed
by,inwhichtherearenomeetings,andtheplacewhichhasameeting,with
localbrethrencapableofpreachingthegospel,getsalltheirtime. Those
dearmenofdaysgoneby,keptthemselvesinform bygettingabagoftracts,
andscatteringthem from doortodoor. Thesightisnotuncommonnow,of
preacherscarryingabagofgolfclubs,oratennisracket,andthepleais,the
needformorephysicalexercise.
Togointothegospelmeetingsconductedbysomeofthenewerpreachers,
onewouldthinkthatitwassomesectarianmissionintowhichwehadcome,
themethodsandwaysaresoidenticalwiththatofthesects. Now ifthe
ruleholdswhichwehaveobserved,deterioration,thenwhatshallweexpect
ofthegenerationwhichwillsucceedthepresent? Weconfesswedonot
caretothinkofit.Wegainedsomeinspirationfrom thelivesofthemenwe
havenamed;theirexamplehashelpedusandgivenusthedesiretoendwell.
Thus,Paul'sexamplewasfollowedbyTimothy(see2Tim.3.10.R.V.)
Theycommittedtousthetestimonyinscripturalsimplicity;shallwedothe
sametothosewhocomeafterus?(See2Tim.2.2).
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