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At the Hour of Prayer 
In most of the assemblies of the Lord's people there are gath-

erings each week for prayer. At such times they sing-

'Tis the blessed J,our of prayer, when the tempted and tried 
To the 8tlfJio11r wh•o loves them their sorrows confide,· 
With a sympatlrizing heart He removes every care,· 
What a balm for the weary/ 0 how sweet to be there/ 

and many expressions such .as "Sweet hour of prayer" are voiced 
in ministry and in song. 

For the past three years a call has gone forth suggesting that 
the Lord's people set apart a week for special prayer. This call 
has again gone out from the "Christian Workers' Conference" 
held in San Francisco October 28-30. We quote from their 
communication : 

"Truly time for prayer among the ,people of God is never 
lost time, when fervent prayer is offered to Him from exer• 
cised hearts. May we see in these days immediatdy ahead of 
us a revival of prayer meeting activity, characterized by shorter 
and more definite prayers for specific needs and .requests. 

"Beside this, we .ask you to set aside the week of January 
10th to 17th, 1949, in the will of the Lord, as a time of special 
prayer to God, in view of the nearness of the coming again of 
our Lord. His promised coming is sure, the purpose of His 
coming to receive us unto Himself and to .reward all who have 
served Him; may the prospect of His coming be very precious 
and real to us, and cause heart-searching among the people of 
God. Let us come together during that week for a special 
season of prayer, nightly if possible, that God will come in 
mightily among His people and visit them with blessing both 
in their individual lives and in the testimony of the Gospel in 
our Halls and elsewhere. There is no special significance 
attached to the dates suggested, except that it would be a time 
mutually arranged, and that all the assemblies of His saints 
who heed this invitation to join us in a season of prayer would 



at the same time be uniting around the throne of grace for the 
blessing of the Lord upon His people and His work among us. 
Let us spend much time in the presence of the Lord at al I 
times, both in private and in gatherings for that purpose, and 
do this knowing that we are uniting in fellowship with our 
brethren in the same exercise throughout the land. Let us again 
remind you of the proposed dates, January 10th to 17th, 1949, 
not limiting ourselves to that period alone if it is felt desirable 
to continue <i1r to spread out the time." 

This issue of Annals will fall into the hands of the Lord's 
people in the States around Thanksgiving time. This festival 
first kept by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1621 was repeated often 
during the ensuing century. In the days of the revolution, and 
later with the return of peace in 1784, Congress recommended 
days of thanksgiving. Washington appointed another day in 
1789 after the adoption of the constitution and again in 1795 
for the general benefits and welfare of the nation. Although 
the day was observed annually in New York since 1817 it was 
not until 1863 that the practice of the President of the United 
States annually issuing a proclamation appointing a Thanks
giving Day commenced. 

It is generally forgotten that the early Pilgrim Fathers not 
only had a Thanksgiving Day, but that they also observed a 
day of prayer when the blessing of God was implored and when 
they gathered together to seek His face. Very occasionally in 
some parts of the country the tolling of the bells can be heard 
and congregations gather together to observe this day, but this 
practice has been all but forgotten. Its discontinuance is its own 
commentary on the independent character of God's creature 
man. 

In the current issue of "Truth and Tidings" the editor, 
calling attention to the great need for prayer speaks especially 
of PREVENTIVE prayer. We quote, "How much sorrow, 
distress and how many tears might have been prevented, among 
nations, and in assemblies, and in our homes, had there been 
more exercise and prayer, before the crisis, by us as the people 
of God. • . . When one, whom we love as a believer gets into 
some trouble, or falls into sin, with prayers and tears, we cry 
to God on their behalf. Had that same love, interest and care 
been shown before the fall, it might have been prevented. It 
was before Peter's fall that our Lord said, 'I have prayed for 
thee.' ..• The old proverb says, 'An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure/ In spiritual things we dare not mini
mize the value of the 'cure,' but are we not found very often 
neglecting greatly the 'prevention'?.,



Uhe Word o{ (ioJ 
by T. D. W. MUIR 

THY Word, 0 God, is very pure; 
-Psalm 119:140

HEAVEN-BREATHED-and shall endure, 
-II Timothy 3:16

EVERLASTING, ever sure. 
-I Peter 1 :25

WONDROUS things we there behold, 
-Psalm 119:18

QPENED without stint or measure; 
-John 3 :34, R.V.

RICHES rare Thou dost unfold, 
-Psalm 119 :72

ORA WN from Thy heart's deep treasure. 
-Romans 11 :33

QCEAN-DEPTHS of truth are there, 
-I Corinthians 2 :9-10

FATHOMLESS - beyond compare. 
-Proverbs 3:13-15

GRACE and Truth make known to me, 
-John 1:17

ONLY, Lord, that I may be 
-Ezra ·7:10

DILi GENT in pleasing Thee. 
-Colossians 1 :9-10
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evolion.a 

K ne-eling in Prayer 

J
WONDER how many of us feel that our prayers yield what 
they might in the way of peace to the mind and comfort 

to the heart. Did you ever consider that attitude of mind and 
body can be a great help on these lines? Are you satisfied to 
say your prayers night and morning, sometimes in bed because 
there is little opportunity to kneel or because you are tired? 
Satan is set against what will yield you the greatest good; and 
he has never run short of excuses yet. Let God have your best, 
when you are not tired if possible. Take time to pray. Let the 
attitude of your mind be that the Lord Jesus is in the room. 
Would you get into bed to speak to Him if He were? Mary 
said the same words as Martha in John 1_1, but she fell down 
at His feet to do it. Which do you think was the more accept
able to the Lord? I am not for one moment suggesting you 
should be always on your knees, for we can commune with our 

I 

precious Saviour anywhere at any time: in bed, at work, in the 
street. It is said that "Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God 
out of the fish's belly," and that God heard him, and answered 
him too. The.re is po friend more sympathetic, more tender
hearted, more willing to listen to your little troubles and sor
rows at any hour of the day or night than the Lord Jesus, for 
He never slumbers nor sleeps. 

We must remember too that we not only kneel in the pres
ence of divine Persons, but angels, and the enemy too, can 
observe us, neither of whom have access to our thoughts. I 
know of no words in Scripture more lov�ly, more attractive, 
than those used of our Lord when He prayed: "And he was 
withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kn�eled down, 
and prayed . . . . And there appeared an angel unto him from 
heaven, strengthening him" ( Luke 22 :41-43). What a delight 
it must have been to the angel to serve such a Person! And 
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these angels are your servants (Heb. 1 :14). Daniel "kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, 'and gave thanks 
before his God." vVe might have thought that if he had knelt 
once that would have been sufficient. But God took note of it, 
and sent His .angel Gabriel to tell him he was "a man greatly 
beloved," and that he had come forth to give ·him skill and 
understanding. It is said of Solomon, who began his wonderful 
reign with prayer, that he "arose from before the altar c;>f the 
Lord, from kneeling on his knees" ( I Kings 8 :54). Ezra too 
"fell upon his knees" when he wished to confess the sins of the 
people of God. 

And have you realized that you have an enemy \}'ho will 
contest every moment of pr.ayer. with you, and when he sees 
you on your knees, he knows you are in touch with a source 
of living, conquering power? 

Restraining prayer we cease to fight; 
Prayer makes the Christian's armor bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
Th� weakest saint upon his knees. 

The Lo�d •Jesus is seen seven times in prayer in Luke's Gos
pel, for Luke loves to portray the lowly dependent Man, and 
he alone tells us that the Lord knelt in the garden. But· then 
Luke wrote the Acts. ls it any wonder that he finds pleasure 
in recording the attitude of those who were also in word and 
spirit like their beloved Master? Think of the circumstances 
of Stephen, hi� body torn and battered by stones. When he 
pr.ayed for his murderers, "he kneeled down and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." He could 
have said this standing, but he looked at Jesus in glory and 
remembered He had knelt on earth.

No earthly eye saw what Peter did in the room alone with 
the dead body of Dorcas. We do not know what he said in 
prayer, but we are told that he kneeled down. And what of 
our apostle, the Apostle Paul? With the saints of God before 
him, needing to be kept from wolves outside and error inside, 
needing to keep their eye upon their pattern, who said, "It is 
more blessed to give than to recei_ve," "he kneeled down and 
prayed with them all" (Acts 20 :36). These thr�e prayers in 
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the Acts cover almost all prayer: ( 1) praying for one's enemies; 
(2) for the saints of God, and (3) for effectiveness in all that
we may do for the Lord Jesus. There is nothing so charms the
heart of one who wants to please His Master as to know that
it is possible with the Holy Spirit to say what Jesus would have
said, and to do what He would have done, and I believe that
knelt pr.ayer, if not more powerful is more acceptable to heaven
and more strengthening to the soul. -E.J.H.

"MINE" 

LEONARD SHELDRAKE 

"Sanctify unto Me all the firstborn . . . it is Mine" 
(Exod. 13:2). 

"Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called 
thee by thy name: thou art Mine" (Isa. 43: 1) . 

_» EFORE the Lord says, "Whatsoever is under the whole
(,/.) heaven is Mine" or "Every beast of the forest is Mine
and the cattle upon a thousand hills," He says of the firstborn,
redeemed by blood, "It is Mine." This is the first time Jehovah
says "Mine."

The heavens and the earth are the Lord's for He created 
them. They declare His glory and show His handiwork. They 
are the witnesses of the riches of His goodness and wisdom. 
Things seen and unseen are God's created inheritance, His 
palace and His dominion. But we are His by redemption, His 
special, His peculiar treasure. 

A prince takes his bride to his and her home. They pass 
through the beatitiful grounds where gardens and trees and 
flowers delight the gaze at every step. To his beloved he says, 
"These things are all mine." They arrive at the glorious 
palace with its servants and its rich magnificence; he conducts 
her through the halls and rooms of that beautiful building; 
every servant bows to him, each one w:aits to do his pleasure. 
Again he says to his companion, "These are all mine." When 
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they reach their private apartment he looks on her who is every

thing to him and whispers, "Thou art mine." 
The gardens and the buildings, the servants and the wealth 

are for his eye .and for his honor, she is for his heart. There is 

a depth and a preciousness to the words, "Thou art Mine" 
which could never be contained in the other words, "These are 

mine." 
Many times God says of the heavens and the earth, "These 

things are Mine," but it is only His people who are for His 

heart and of whom He says, "Thou art Mine." 
To sanctify the firstborn to God w.as merely to acquiesce in 

His revelation and say, "Thine." That which is God's should 
be "yielded,'' "rendered," "presented" to Him. How sanctify
ing it ought to be to know I have• been created, redeemed and 
regenerated to be the .portion of the heart of God. "I entered 
mto a covenant with thee and thou becamest mine." 

Thine by covenant, Thine forever, 
Thine by oath, and Thine by blood: 
Thine, nor time the bond shall sever, 
Thine, Thou great unchanging God; 

Thy redeemed one, 
Oh, how sweet to know I'm Thine! 

"IT Is M1NE" - "THou ART MINE" 

To be possessed by ·God involves service among men. "Whose 
I am .and whom I serve." The Levites who took the place of 
the firstborn were separated for .ministry in God's dwelling 
place. "Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the 
children of Israel .. . and the Levites shall be Mine: I am the 
Lord" ( N um. 3 :45). 

"The Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the 
ark of the covenant o! the Lord, to stand before the 
Lord, to minister unto Him, and to bless in· His name 
unto this day. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheri
tance,- with His brethren: the Lord is his inheritance 
according as the Lord thy God promised Him" (Deut". 
10: 8-9). 

Each individual Levite had taken the place of an individual 

firstborn. Each was God's by redemption, and all were claimed 

by Him. "To bear" and "to minister" and. "to bless" may be 
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the special work of God's servants now, but it is nevertheless 
the purpose of Jehovah that the lives of all His saints should 
shouid have this Levitical character. There is not a redeemed 
sinner who is not one of God's Levites. If you do not "bear" 
some responsibility in connection with the "testimony of the 
Lord," or perform some ministry "unto Him" in loving service 
to others or "bless" and praise the Lord in grateful worship, 
you are failing in the present purpose of redemption. A life of 
selfishness is the greatest ingratitude possible to Him who yield
ed His life-blood to make us His own. He looks upon us and 
says, "Mine," "Thou .art Mine." May we look up in conse
cration and say, "Thine," "Thine are we" Lord Jesus and "on 
Thy side" Thou Son of God. "I beseech you therefore brethren 
by the mercies of God that ye present your bodies a living sac
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service" ( Rom. 12 : 1 ) . 
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Prayer 

''.But I give myself unto prayer" (Ps. 109: 4). 

When hard. beset by hurtful powers, 
And trouble seems to fill . the. air, 

And weighted are the ling'ring hours
I GIVE MYSELF TO PRAYER.

When disappointment� merge and swell, 
And . vain is .all my anxious car�, 

And tears th' unspoken story tell-
I GIVE MYSELF TO PRAYER.

When morning o'er th' horizon breaks, 
And every secret thought lays bare, 

And, hope reviving, song awakes-
I GIVE MYSELF TO PRAYER.

-W.L.



A Separated People Not Separated. 
EZRA 9:1 -- 10:1. 

A/ OTHING is more plain in Scripture than that God 
J l' forbids His people to form any alliance with the world.
Israel was a type of us, as we know; and we have besides the 
teaching .and the commandments of ·the New Testament. The 
unequal yoke forbidden of old, is forbidden, of course, to the 
Church; and if Israel's .responsibil�ty was great, how much 

greater is ours. If Ezra and those with him wept, and chastened 
their souls, what becomes us when souls turn aside to the world 
and despise the commandments of God ?-now, with so much 
greater light. 

We need to be aroused to the encroachment of the world. 
We must be aw.akened from self-indulgence to allow exercise 
to be· produced that will lead to confession and crying to God. 
We must d�plore any lack of united exercise; we should indeed 
pray for it, that deliverance and blessing may not be hindered. 
It is never God's will that ·we should be delivered · to do the 
will of the flesh, but th�t we should glorify Him; and there
fore, that we should be delivered from every snare of Satan 
· that would dishonor Him, and hinder the blessing of His people.
We can count upon His help, but we are to diligently seek it,
confessing o�r real condition. ·Note the deliverances to His
people of old when they felt their condition, and cried to Him
with sincere hearts and broken· spirits. We have a notable case
before us in Ezra; and there are many as we know, and very
touching they .are, as in the book of Judges, and in the books
of Kings and the Chronicles.

Never did the Lord turn away from His people when they
cried to Him. In Gideon's time (Judges 6), "Israel was greatly
impoverished because of the Midianites [ the encroachments of
the world], and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord,
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and it came to pass that when the children of Israel cried unto 
the Lord because of the Midi�ites that the Lord sent .a prophet 
unto the children of Israel.�' The prophet rebuked them. qod. 
would not answer Saul at all even by a prophet, but He an
swered Israel's cry; better to be rebuked than to be left to our
selves. And then, after the rebuke, the Lord .raised up Gideon, 
the "cutter down," as a deliverer-self-judgment was produced; 
idols were overthrown and the enemy was overcome. 

Admonitions must be given, .and at times a rebuke; and par
ents are to govern their children; and when the assembly -in the 
main, is walking with God this ,yill be done with effect and 
with blessing from God. But when the assembly has become 
enfeebled and the enemy has gained a foothold, united confes
sion and prayer is called for, that deliverance may be wrought. 
We are interested in one .another, aIJd in every family connected 
with the assembly, that all may be able to "keep rank." 

When alliances with the world occur among 'us in marriage, 
in business, in joining secret societies; when souls are turned by 
Satan in any way, Ezra's example tells us how we should be 
exercised that the Lord may deliver us from our peril and our 
shame. But what can keep us from turning back to the world· 
but having our hearts satisfied with Christ, finding joy in Hirn, 
as at first? "Seek those things which are .above" and "mortify 
our members which are upon the earth.'' 

This is our Gilgal to which we need ever. to return: "If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Set your mind 
on things above, not on things on the earth; for ye are dead 
and your life is hid with Christ in God; when Christ �ho is 
our life shall appear then shall ye also appear with Hirn in 
glory. Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the 
earth." The Cross closed our life in the flesh; and we are risen 
with Christ, and are soon to appear with Him in glory. How 
deep ·and high and precious is the ground of t�is exhortation. 
In the power and blessing of this word, we can deny the lusts 
of the flesh. Can we think of Christ as our life .and of our 
being dead with Him, and -risen with Him and about to appear 
with Him in glory, and then indulge the lusts of the flesh, and 
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turn aside to the world? The joy of this precious truth in the 
soul is victory over all temptations, as Israel went forth from 
Gilgal, where they were circumcized, to victory after they had 
crossed the Jordan. 

M.ay we turn again to· the Lord with true hearts and present
our bodies a living sacrifice to Him and be not conformed to the 
world. The world can only delude. God will fill the soul with 
joy and make Christ to be so precious to us that the heart will 
be preserved by its secret joy from all unrest, and from every 
snare of Satan. 

Are we finding joy in the Lord? If we are, we can. contribute 
a portion towards the worship and happy service of the .assembly. 
If not, we are like a ri ty with walls broken down and open to 
the enemy on every side. If not d�voted Christians, we wrong 
one another, we hang like a dead weight on those who are faith
ful, and the marks of decay are seen in many ways. Ministry 
that is faithful, and with the comfort of the Spirit is lacking; 
gifts are not developed, meetings forsaken, and children seek 
satisfaction elsewhere, when they might have been led ln in 
the way of deepe�ing peace and joy by the knowledge of Christ. 

May the Lord confirm what is true .and faithful in the lives 
of any among us, and as to what we lack, may His grace work 
in us suitable exercises. If we do not judge ourselves, we must 
be judged. Ma·y restoring grace work blessing far and wide. 
The Lord make us so happy in the expectation of glory with 
Christ that we shall pass on undefiled by the world. 

Are we willing to be exercised in soul before God as to our 
condition and the condition of the assembly? \Ve are not called 
to self-indulgence, but to deny ourselves and to take up our 
cross and to follow Christ. We a re soldiers of Christ, called to 
conflict, and His discipline and rebuke and chastening is to 
purify and lead to great blessing awl usefulness. If we know 
the .afflictions of Christ, we will know the consolations of Christ. 
May we love the Lord, and His people, and count upon His 
delight to bless them. -E. S. L.

What do I mind aoout difficulties if I know I nm 
pleasing God. 
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Divinely Confirmed Leadership 
Notes on Nehemiah 2 by JAMES GUNN, JR. 

,r. HERE is a close relationship between Nehemiah chapters 
l.J 1 and 2. In the first chapter a man is praying, and in the 

second chaP,ter God answers that prayer. Nehemiah like Elias 
might be used as an example of effectual prayer. "The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righ t�o�s man availeth much" (James S : 16) . 

Nehemiah's le�dership can be considered from four angles: 

I. CONFIRMED BY Goo
"The good hand of God upon me" ( vv. 8, 18). This fact 

brought .cou�age and assurance to Nehemiah. By it he realized 
that God ·had apI?ointed him to this task, ·and to substantiate 
his position, he mentions �t to the inen of· Jerusalem. 

This is tn1ly the Scriptural ord�r. · Leadership is by divine 
appointment, arid where such is 'the case, the appointment is 
acknowledged by the saints. "God has set some in the Church, 
first .apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers . . . " ( I 
Cor. 12-:28). This is the divine appointment to leadership, but 
in Titus 1 :5 under special circumstances, Paul se�t an experi
enced and spi�itual brother into a new field to seek out those 
who had been divinely appointed, and .this hy their qualifications, 
so that they m�ght he brought into their proper place in the 
Church, and this place of leaders�ip �hey accepted not because 
of any personal feeling or gain, for the Holy Spirit says: "Not 

. 
. 

by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind, neither ·as lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flocks" ( I Pet. 5 :2-3) . 

!I. ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE KING ( vv. 1-9)
' 

. 

1. For about four months the sorrow and grief caused by
the sag news from Jerusalem had weighed heavily upon Nehe
miah's heart. Although it was considered a rule of court eti-
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quette that nobody should be sad i� the king's presence, the 
gloom of his countenance arrested the king's attention, and he 
enql;lired after its cause. That Nehemiah w.as distressed by this 
discovery is evident by his prayer silently made to God ( v. 4). 

There are many who take the trouble, sorrow, and sin of 
God's people so lightly that they do nothing but talk about 
them, and they make the failure of God's assemblies the sub
ject of current gossip. Surely it would do well for .all such to 
"Study to be quiet," and to "speak not evil," for the "tongue 
is a fire, a world of iniquity" "and it is set on fire of hell." 
If .the sin and departure of God's people must be spoken about, 
let it be told into the ear of God. 

Of our blessed Lord Jesus during His .life-time we_ readi 
"Surely he hath borne. our griefs and c�rried our sorrows" ( Isa. 
53 :4; Matt. 8 : 17). Nehemiah was like his M.aster. He carried 
the troubles and sorrows of God's backsHdden children upon 

I J • 

his heart. ( May it please the Risen Head of the Church to 
raise up me1J like Nehemiah, followers of the divine Master 
who will carry the grie�s and_ sorrows of a f�iling people.) 

2. There is a little touch by the givine Artist in this pic
ture worthy of special note. "The queen also sitting by him." 
Possibly lovely Queen Esther, the king's step-mother. To Ne-• 
hemiah, the Mother queen was the advocate of his people's 
cause. Had she not. pleaded for them before in their distress 
caused by Haman, and had her intercession not, .been successful? 
and so it seems only natural to belieye that Nehemiah w.as en� 
couraged to speak to the king and ask petitions of him as he 
saw .the great advoc'ate of his cause .on the right har:id of the 
majesty in the palace. Hel_'e again we can d.raw encouragement 
from the exercise and behavior of this great leader. We can 
always speak to our God, and make requests of Him, because 
of our great High Priest, our Intercessor, and Advocate is 
seated on the right hand of the )\{ajesty on H_igh. 

3. The king granted Nehemiah his request, and .that he was
really satisfied with his ability and qualifications to be a leader 
is seen in this fact: that under him he appointed Nehemiah to 
be governor of Judah, which post he held for twelve years (5:

14). The king acknowledged his capabilities of leadership. 
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Ill. ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE BRETHREN (v. 18). 

1. There are many would-be leaders among God's dear
people who demand but one thing and that is recognition. 
They neither have been divinely fitted nor called to the place 
but by force they demand recognition. Nehemiah was cer
tainly not" of this type. He was an example of the servant of 
the Lord who must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt 
to teach, patient ( II Tim. 2 :24). This, last grace was very 
manifest in Nehemiah after his arrival at Jerusalem. He did 
not demand recognition, he waited, and ascertained the condi
tion of things. It was the distress and .trouble of Jerusalem 
that occupied him, not his 1personal position. So he investigated 
and made a complete circuit around the broken w.alls estimating 
the dreadfulness of the destruction an'd distress of the city. 
We read this in verses 12-16. 

2. He then associated himself with those who lived in J eru
salem. He app.arently had never seen the city before. He had 
no direct connection with the sin that brought about all this 
sadness, for apparently he was born in Babylon because in speak
ing to. the king he could only call Jersualem "the place of my 
father's sepulchre." And yet he says, "Ye see the distress that 
we are in." He had become one of them in all their shame and 

. disgrace. 
There had been dreadful sin and shame at Corinth. Would 

Paul detach himself ,from them and standing apart from God's 
people, only denounce and condemn them? These are his own 
words: "For I, (as) absent in ·body, but present in spirit, have 
already judged as present; (to deliver) in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (ye and my spirit being ·gathered together, with 
_the power of the Lord Jesus Christ), him that hath wrought 
this" (I Cor. 5 :3-5, J.N.o.). Like Nehemiah he gave his power 
and authority to the saints, putting forth a joint effort with 
them in carrying out the will of the Lord to free His people 
from· such dishonor. Such is the character and the spirit needed 
among the Churches of God today. 

3. T�e happy consequence of all this is seen in the ready
co-operation offered by the ruler of Jerusalem. "And they said, 
Let us rise up and build, so they strengthened their hands for 
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the good work" (v. 18). Nehemiah had no difficulty in secur
ing the co-operation of his brethren, nor did the Apostle Paul 
for he says, "Ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness 
it wrought in you, yea, what cleansing of yourselves, yea, what 
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, 
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved 
yourselves to be clear in the matter." When brethren .are will
ing humbly to work along with each other, they will find others 
usually perfectly willing to work along with them. 

IV. FEARED BY THE ENEMY ( vv. 10, 19-20)

1. What an enemy we see here: Sanballat the Horonite.
Horoniam was a town in Moab, and he was probably a Mo,ab
ite. Tobiah, the Ammonite. Apparently he was a freed slave 
who had been elevated to some official dignity. Here we are 
viewing the evil work of the descendants of Lot and his two 
sinful daugbters ( Gen. 19 :30-38). The opposition endured by 
Nehemiah was the indirect result of sin committed by a child 
of God away from God. God only knows what a hindrance 
backsliding and sin can be to His work and His people. The 
evil effect of getting away from God is not always removed 
in a lifetime. Here is the effect of Lot's sin generations after 
his _homegoing. 

2. Here is how Nehemiah met this godless enemy:
( a) Separation: "Ye have no portion, nor right, nor

memorial in Jerusalem." In an instant he drew the line of 
demarkation clearly between God's people and the world. 
This is the only way of success in the things of God. "Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers" ( II Cor. 
6: J 4-18). 

(b) Dependence: It was upon God that Nehemiah and
his brethren trusted. "The God of heaven, he will prosper 
us." 

( c) Co-operation: "Therefore we his servants will arise
and build." Like the planters and the waterers at Corinth, 
Paul and Apollos, they became laborers �ogether with God 
( I Co r. 3 :9) . 
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Facing the Facts 

� P ADES are trumps!" It was only a casual remark, over
cl heard as I, a passenger, passed by a party playing cards in 
one of the ship's saloons. 

But there w.as more truth in it than the speaker dreamed. 
"How so?'' you ask. Why, because spades ARE trumps, not 
only in the game they were playing, which was soon over and 
forgotten, but in .the game of life, in which you hold a hand 
and which you are playing now. 

Don_'t make any mistake about it-D�Al\10NDS are not trumps. 
Many people _think they are, and lose the game. 

Diamonds. represent, of course, wealth, plenty of money with 
which to . buy expensive things, the. goal and aim of. millions. 
For them, life holds out no gre;iter attraction than to increase 
their possessions. "When does a rich man _become satisfied?" 
asked someone of .a well-known millionaire. "Never, until he 
has got a little more!" was the fr.ank answer. Thousands of 
all classes a�e absolutely certain that if they could only possess 
"a little more," they would be happy. But it is a tantalizing 
delusion - they will always want that "little more.", And 
whether they die rich· or poor, they will· die disappointed, dis
satisfied, unhappy. In the game of life, diamonds are NOT 
trumps. 

CLUBS are not trumps either. And this we say confidently, 
in spite of the opinion of multitudes of our fellowmen. The 
club is the primitive ·sign of power. The man with the big 
club was the man who decided what was to be done. To many, 
riches are not much in themselves, only a stepping-stone to a 
coveted position of influence over their fellows. Diamonds do 
not fascinate them. They think that Clubs are trumps. 

A man who rose from· comparative obscurity to be a prince 
of his people and to direct the fortunes of a mighty nation-
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Prince. Bismarck--once said that the only real happiness he 
could .recall during his long career was when he, as a lad, was 
successful in hitting a rabbit he had shot at! A glance at 
almost any page in our history books will c�nfirm that those 
who stake on "clubs" have always lost. Clubs are NOT trumps 1 

vVhat .about HEAR TS? Aren't they trumps? No, hearts 
are not trumps! What shoals of novel� have been written on 
the assumption that they are! Human love, the union of two 
congenial souls, is set forth as the goal for which everything 
else might be sacrificed-the attainment of which is presumed 
to. bring happiness in its train to every normally-minded man 
and woman. Truly a more worthy object than the other two, 
and yet how many have found the apples turn to ashes in the 
eating! Disappointment and disillusionmept have taken the 
place of the coveted palace of joy. And though some have 
found a loyal heart to beat in, accord with their own, yet how 
soon must that heart cease its beating and lie still and cold. 
If for no other reason than that, hearts cannot be trumps. No, 
Hearts are not trumps. 

In the long run-face it now, like a man! SPADES are trumps. 
They alw'ays win in the end. Why, even now there are probably 
in existence, standing in the corner of some sexton's shed, tlze 

spades that will· be used to dig a grave to put your body in. 

How soon? You do not know. Of course, it is pleasanter not 

to think about this at all, but is it wise? You may like to take 
the plare of the traditional ostrich, and attempt to deceive your
self into thinking that facts cease to be facts if you can put 
them out of your mind. You may choose to toss this paper 
away and try to shut out its message-a very senseless thing 
to do. You may tear it up or tread it under foot and curse the 
writer, but that wouldn't do him any harm nor you any good. 

Why not do the manly thii1g and face the facts'! One of the 
greatest facts, one that molds, and always has molded, the his
tory of men, both as individuals and nations, is the fact of S1N. 
The incontrovertible fact stares you in the face, that you are a 
sin�er. The next is that de�th, the consequence of sin, must
inevitably put an end to all your dreams of diamonds, clubs 
and hearts. You will then, without any shadow of doubt and 
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without any possibility of evasion, have to face the eternal pen
alty of your sin, unless-and here is the greatest fact of all
unless someone is found who, both from a judicial and a moral 
standpoint, can r.ighteously and properly be responsible for you, 
a sumer. 

Thank God, One has been found. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, willingly became the Bearer 

of man's sin. The moral difficulties involved are met by the 
fact that He undertakes to regenerate everyone who avails 
themselves of His suffering on their behalf. 

He died. He rose again. He lives now to make good His 
promises to .make His redemption a practical factor in the lives 
of those who turn to Him and learn to love and trust Him. 

"I am the resurrection and the life," He said. "He that be
lieveth in Me, though he were de�d, yet shall he live, and who
soever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die." 

Those who know Him can triumphantly say: "Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for Thou art with me." Even if, in the circumstances of 
life, they are brought .as low as Job was, they can cry enthusias
tic-ally, as he did: "I know that my Redeemer liveth!" For they 
know by experience what they are talking about. 

Reader: ''\Vill you, confessing your sin, turn with all your 
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, accept Him as your Saviour 
and put your life into His hands, as far as you know how?" 

That is where we must leave you. Your answer must be 
given to the Lord Jesus Himself, and remember, it is already

due. -A. C.

Is there a young man or a young woman who is anxious 
to walk with God, yet fearful of losing some imaginary ad
vantage, missing some position, and who wonders if it might 
not be possible to go just so .far, and make it all right later? 
Take courage, d,ear brother or sister! Emulate Enoch, and 
seek to walk with God. Better than all that the world has 
to offer, is the knowledge of pleasing God. Enoch had to bear 
witness against the world (Jude 1: 14, 15). His life was a 
short one as reckoned in his day, but his record was this, 
"He pleased God." -'N.B.D.
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The Sure Word of Prophecy 
By J. R. LITTLEPROUD 

The Times of the Gentiles 

"Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 21: 24). 

W
HEN God called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees, He 
promised him that his posterity would be a great nation 

and that through them blessing would flow to all the families 
of the earth ( Gen. 12 : 1-3) . When Israel had become a nation, 
God promised that He would set them on high above all nations 
of the earth (Deut. 28:1, 13). 

1. THE THRONE OF DAVID

When David had come to the throne, .God made a covenant 
with him (II Sam. 7), wherein He promised him: 

(a) An house, i.e., a posterity ( v. 11 ) .
( b) A throne, i.e., kingly rule ( v. 13).
(c) A seed, i.e., one to occupy that throne (v. 12).
( d) A kingdom, i.e., a land to rule ( v. 13).
( e) An establishment of that house and of that kingdom

and of that throne forever (v. 16).

God confirmed these promises to David by an oath ( Ps. 89 :35), 
but He attached to them a solemn warning that sin would bring 
chastisement (v. 14), though it would not abrogate the cove
n ant ( v. 15 ) . 

. 

Israel failed to heed the warning. How often we read of 
their kings, that they "did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord." What a tragedy to see the people of God worship
ing Baal. God sought in vain to restore His people; but they 
continued to sin "till there was no remedy" (II Chron. 36: 
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15, 16). God sent Nebuchadnezzar against His people per
mitting them to be taken captive down to Babylon, thus ending 
for t�e time being their rule and importance as a nation among 
the nations. 

2. THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES

The period of Gentile dominion which was ushered in with 
Nebuchadnezzar's captivity of the people of Israel is known .as 
The Times of the Gentiles. This period will continue until 
"the God of heaven set up a kingdom" ( Dan. 2 :44). During 
all this time Jerusalem is· suoject to Gentile rule (Lk. 21 :24). 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream aS' recorded in Daniel 2 gives a pic
ture of the Times of the Gentiles, indicating that they consist 
of four successive wor-ld empires. 

(a) 

(c) 

(d) 

• 
I 

The Babylonian, . a� represented by N: ebuchadnezzar 
(2:32.a,' 36-38). 
The Medo-Persian, �s represented by Darius, the Mede, 
and Cyrus, the Persian (2 :32h, 39a). 
The G.raeco-Macedonian, as represented by Alexander 
the Great ( 2 :32c, 39c). 
The Roman Empire, which heid s,�ay over' the earth 
in the days when our Lord was upon earth ( Lk. 2 : 1 ; 
3 : 1 ; Dan. 2 :33, 40-43). 

' 

It will be observed that there is a degeneracy of power indicated 
by the inferiority of the metal used to represent each succeeding 
kingdom. The head of golf!· is suceeded by the chest of �ilver. 
Then comes the thighs of hr.ass, and lastly the legs of iron, and 

• • • • I • I 

the feet of iron and clay mixed. 
The most interesting of these empires is the last-The Roman. 

That empire became divided into an eastern arid a western 
empire, pictured for us in the legs _of the image. The final form 
of that empire is a confederacy of ten kingdoms, as represented 
by the toes of the· feet. It should be noticed that the toes (Dan. 
2 :41, 42) are spoken· of .as king-s ( v. 44) . This period is yet 
future, for the Roman Empire has never yet beeri a ten kingdom 
confederacy. This · is distinctly stated in Revelation 17 :8-12, 
where the same confederacy ·is in view. The feet and toes were 
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made of part of potters' clay and part of iron. They were a 
mixture of democracy ( the clay) and despotism ( the iron). 
When that time comes, we read that the God of heaven shall 
"set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed" ( v. 44 )
the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

DANIEL'S VISION OF THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 

Nebuchadnezzar, a man of the world, saw Gentile world 
power as a great !?an ( Dan. 2 :31-33). This was the human 
viewpoint. Daniel, � man of God, saw it as four great ,beasts 
( Dan. 7). This is the divine viewpoint, for the moral charac-
ter of Gentile dominion has been beastly. 

Once again Gentile rule is pictured as four successive world 
. 

. 

. 

empires: 

(a) The Babylonia�, pictured as a lion ( D�n. 7 :4).
( b) The Medo-Persian, pictured as· a bear ( Dan. 7 :5) .
( c) The Graeco-Macedonian, pictured as a leopard (Dan.

7 :6).
( d) The Roman, pictured as, a dreadful and terrible be.ast

(Dan. 7:7).

T,HE ROMAN -EMPIRE 

This nondescript beast that represents the Roman Empire is 
"dreadful and terrible." It was this empire that crucified the 
Son of Ood. It was this empi.re that m.artyre� the saints. It 
was under this empire that the dark ages came upon Europe, 
and the terrible inquisitions were PlJlCticed .. This terrible beast 
had iron teeth. It devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped 
with its feet. How graphically these .terms suggest the tremen
dous armies so highly mechanized which the Roman government 
possesses today-tanks, aeroplanes, bombs and artillery-· as well 
as a modern navy with its complem�nt of torpedo-boats and 
submarines. 

A TEN KINGDOM CONFEDERACY

Daniel saw a union of ten kings pictured as ten horns of this 
beast ( vv. 7, 24), even as Nebuchadnezzar had seen ten toes 
on his image. 
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THE LITTLE HORN OF DANIEL 7 

Daniel saw a little horn rise upon the head of the beast, 
destroying three of the first horns. This little horn is a great 
leader, who crushes three other kings ( vv. 8, 24). Besides his 
marvelous power, he has great intelligence-"in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of man." .His utterances are pretentious and 
blasphemous-he speaks "great things," "great words against 
the Most High" ( vv. 8, 25). During his career, he opposes 
God's earthly people, for he seeks to "wear out the saints of 
the Most High." He even .attempts to change customs and laws. 
This great leader dominates the situation for three and a half 
years, "a time ( a year) and times ( two years) and the dividing 
of time ( half a year)" ( v. 25). The career of this great leader 
is further described in Revelation 13: 1-10. 

THE KINGDOM OF THE SoN OF MAN 

But the time comes when the Times of the Gentiles must end. 
God will yet remember His covenant with Israel and again put 
a king of the house of David to sit upon David's throne. This 
promise was renewed when Christ was born. "·He shall be 
great, and sh.all be called th� Son of the Highest; ar:id the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David; and 
He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His king
dom there shall be no end" ( Lk. 1 :32, 33). Daniel foresaw 
the establishment of this kingdom· when the Gentile thrones were 
cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit ( v. 9), even the Son 
of Man coming with clouas and receiving dominion and glory, 
and an everlasting kingdom ( vv. 13, 14), even as it is written 
in the second Psalm, ""X et have I set My King upon My holy 
hill of Zion" ( v. 6). 

If you are a child of God, wherever you propose to 

nestle, there your Heavenly Father will plant a thorn, 

until you are driven like a bird, from spray to spray and. , 
from leaf to leaf, and taught by painful experience that 

God, and God alone, is from everlasting to everlasting 

the "dwelling-place" of His people. 
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The Morning Star 
J. N. DARBY 

"We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearts" (II Peter 1: 19). 

"And I will give him the morning star" (Rev. 2:28). 

"I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things in the churches. I am the root and the 
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star" 
(Rev. 22:16). 

('J OR the remnant of the Jews, the Sun of righteousness 
J should arise with healing in His wings; the wicked should 
be trodden as ashes under the feet of the righteous. The Chris
tian ... watches during the night, which is already far spent. 
He sees in his heart, by faith, the dawn of day, and the rising 
of the bright Star of the morning. He knows the Lord as they 
know Him who believe 'in Him before He is manifested, as 
coming for the pure heavenly joy of His own before the bright
ness of the day shines forth. They who w.atch see the dawn of 
day; they see the Morning Star. 

He is the bright and Morning Star. It is what He is before 
He appears .... He has not yet arisen as the Sun of righteous
ness on this benighted globe; but, to faith, the dawn is there, 
and the assembly see� Him in the now far-spent night as the 
Morning Star, knows Him, while watching according to His 
own word, in His bright heavenly cha'racter-a character which 
does not wake a sleeping world, but is the delight and joy of 
those who watch. When the Sun arises, He will not thus be 
known: the earth will never so know Him, bright as the day 
may be. When Christ is in this place, the Spirit dwells in the 
assembly below, .and the assembly has its own relationship. It 
is the bride of Christ, and her desire is toward Him. 

* 

If you begin to get weary in prayer, get an Aaron 

and a Hur to pray with you to strengthen your hands. 
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The Seed, The Ox, and The Garment 

D. M. PANTON

(/EHOVAH'S abhorrence of mixed principles was pictured 
tJ" a thousand years before the time of Christ. "Thou shalt not 
sow thy vineyard with two kinds of seed" (Deut. 12 :9) -
mixed teaching; "Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass 
together" - mixed service; "Thou· shalt not wear mingle_d 
stuff, wool and linen together" - mixed conduct. God .abhors 
mixed principles. 

The prohibition of Mixed Teaching· is extremely clear-· 
"Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with two kinds of seed." 
Distinction of species, producing sterility of hybrids, is ·a glory 
of creation: "The earth brought. forth grass, herb yielding seed 
after its kind, and tree· bearing fruit after its :kind: and God 
saw that it"-creation so ordered-"was good" ( Gen. 1 :12). 
Now Christ reveals what God spiritually means by "seed" and 
"sowing." The "seed'' He says, is the "Word"; the "soil" is 
the "heart"-an honest and good he.art, sometimes; a "sower" 
is a "teacher," and "the vineyard" is the .group of hearts-in 
the family, or the class, or the church, or the open air-over 
which God has set us to sow-our orchard of souls. 

Our Lord's example reveals exactly what God means :-He 
sowed one kind of seed only, and that pure wheat. "The words

which Thou gavest Me"-for the Father is the Husbandman, 
the Lord of the granaries-"! have given unto them" (John 
17 :8) ; "My doctrine is not Mine, but His tlmt sent Me" (John 
7 : 16). Our Lord never sowed mixed seed, and the Holy Ghost 
rings the changes, for us, on the comrnand-"Preach the Word."

The attempt to mix Scripture and science, Scripture .and art, 
Scripture and sociology, Scripture and politics, has been the 
ruin of the modern pulpit. "Lest the wh�le ·fruit be forfeited"; 
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for the soil of our fall en hearts, predisposed to evil, will grow 
the weeds more rankly than the wheat, if both be sown together. 
Ruskin, a prince of art critics, who, sitting for two years under 
the voice of Spurgeon, was an acute judge of both kinds of seed, 
niakes this startling statement-"One great fact meets me. I 
cannot answer for the experience of others, but I have never 
yet met a Christian whose heart was thoroughly set on the 
world to come, and (so far as human judgment could pro
nounce) perfect and right before ·God, who cared about Art 
at .all" ( Stones of Venice, Vol. II). We do not despise learn
ing, but we distrust it: the Most High insists on the lonely 
enthr�nement of the Word of God; and it is a mystery to me 
how the Man of God, clothed with the sacred dignity of hold
ing in His hand the actual utterances of Jehovah, can ever step 
down from the sublime plateau of Divine Revelation. Thus the 
Christian teacher is to be a man of one idea, Christ; he must 
belong to the oldest fashion in the Church-the fashion of the 
Apostles; he must have but one sword-the sword of the Spirit; 
he must be rigid as adamant on one point-he must sow nothing 
but the Word of God. "Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with 
two kinds of seed." 

God's second prohibition is Mixed Service: "Thou shalt not 
plow with an ox [a dean animal] and an ass [an unclean] to
gether." The ox is the ox of service. Paul has put the meaning 
of the type beyond all doubt, whe� he says-"Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox when he treadeth out tpe corn" (I Cor . .9 :9), 
and applies it 'to ministerial service; adding significantly, "Is 
it for the oxen that God careth? [is it oxen th'at He has in mind 
in recording the type?] or saith He it altogether for our sakes" 
-a lightning flash on the types. Now observe: "The field is
the world" ; the ox is not forbidden to be in the same field, but
in the same yoke; else "�ust ye needs go out of the world" ( I
Cor. 5 :10). God's furrow- is not only to be sown solely with
God's seed, but His plow also must be driven only by His oxen.
The deliberate choice of a partner or colleague-in marriage,
for domestic ends; in business, for commercial ends; in friend
ship for social ends; in religion, for philanthropic ends: God
forbids an unbeliever to be in the team. "Be not unequally
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yol·ed with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness 
and iniquity?" ( II Cor. 6 :14). Here is a letter a Christian 
wrote to Herbert Spencer, the infidel philosopher, breaking off 
their friendship: "The subjects we discussed last Saturday in
volve everything in our principles and practices, hopes and fears, 
our happiness and misery here and hereafter. Such matters are 
of no light moment, and it seems to me that no two persons 
holding so different views can remain friends to each other. 
Feeling as I do, so very painfully, that my faith is so little 
that heart-felt faith which should actuate the true Christian

1

the danger which might accrue from my association with one 
so talented as yourself, and so well able to make the worse 
appear the better reason, I must therefore, at however great a 
sacrifice ( and believe, me, I feel it to be a great one) .renounce 
the pleasure I have received from your acquaintance, and - re
quest that henceforth we meet no more or meet as straangers. 
I shall ever remember the past with pleasure, and think of you 
with kindness, and I trust that nothing will prevent your feeling 
similarly towards myself." Herbert Spencer replied that, if he 
ha<l felt any such danger, he too would have renounced the 
friendship. Countless disciples!iips are being ruined by worldly 
friendships. Mr. Moody says that of hundreds of mixed mar
riages, deliberately made, he never knew one that did not meet 
with spiritual disaster, and Dr. Doddridge says he never once, 
in such cases, knew the unb�lieving partner converted. I have 
known two or three cases, but it is a most dangerous experi
ment, and in any case it is disobedience. A policeman's dying 
wife said to a friend of miqe recently, "I have not had one 
moment's happiness since I married him; I have never had a 
desire for prayer since; and I have never, in my married life, 
crossed the threshold of a place of worship." A girl who had 
broken off her engagement, even though her fiance was a be
liever, because of doctrinal diffenmces, once wrote me:. "I 
could never have had happiness purchased at the cost of silenc
ing the Voice of God. As I look back I wouldn't have missed 
out this year for anything; it has been utterly, utterly worth 
every bit of pain, even though the ache goes on right down the 
years." "Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together." 
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God's final prohibition is Mixed Conduct: "Thou shalt not 
wear a mingled stuff, wool and linen together." Conduct 
expresses a man precisely as ,his clothes show out his exact con
tour; so Scripture constantly uses clothing as figurative of con
duct. Now linen is always in Scripture the holy fabric; the 
white linen is stated in the Apocalypse to be the righteous acts 
of the saints ( Rev. 19 :8, R.v.) ; it is the only textile fabric the 
priests--we are priests-were allowed to wear ( Ezek. 44 : 17) ; 
and a linen garment, shot through wi'th woolen threads, is for
bidden. My life is not to consist of holy principles adroitly 
mingled with worldly maxims and compromising conduct; it is 
to be a holy fabric throughout. A young sister wrote me re
centl-y, "Little did I think that He would put His finger on 
my jewels, but He did; and it �as a terribly hard struggle. I 
just, is it were, stuck the knife into myself, and they are gone." 
0 for the holy fabric of the consecrated life, the pure, white 
linen, shot through and through with the threads of God! The 
peril of compromise has been vividly revealed in an incident 
which occurred in a meeting conducted by Major J. H. Cole. 
"A. tramp once entered an evangelistic meeting. At the close
it was thrown open for .any one to speak; he arose and said: 
'This is the chapel I used to attend when I was a little boy. _ 
My father was an officer in this church. He used to sit in that 
pew. There were seven of us boys in our Sunday school teach
er's class, and we very' much l�ved and· respected her. She used
to. take us home on Saturday afternoons, and we used to have
music and refreshments, and then we had a look over the lesson 
for the following day. After a bit, in order to keep hold of us, 
she introduced

°

.us to cards. She showed us a number of tricks, 
and so on. We soon began to ask her to have a little less of the 
lessons and a little more of the cards, and to show us a few 
new tricks. Shortly after that we began ceasing to go to the 
house at all, and we took _to cards and cigarettes at other places. 
Then we took to gambling, and as a matter of course we left 
the Sunday school and her evening class altogether. I want to 
tell you what h:as become of those boys. Two of those seven 
b�ys have been hanged, three others· are in State prisons for 
life, the sixth one, if the police knew where he is, would be 
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there, too, and if they knew that I was here, I should be behind 
bars in double quick time. All I have got to say is, that I do 
wish my Sunday school teacher had never taught us boys how 
to play cards!' He had no sooner finished than a woman, 
dressed in black, staggered fonvard and fell at his feet, exclaim
ing, 'My God, my God, I .am that Sunday school teacher!' 
She left the meeting, never to return." "Thou shalt not wear 
a mingled stuff, wo�l and linen together." 

[314] 

Holy, happy separ.ation ! 
They alone are truly blest 

Who from all beside retiring, 
And Himself alone desiring, 

Find in "Jesus only." rest. 

Jesus calls to separation, 
And Himself hath led the way; 

His own life the explanation, 
His own life the illustration

Who is J"eady to obey? 

Blessed Saviour make us willing, 
Thus, "without the camp" to go 

Unto Thee in glad s;ubjection, 
Unto Thee in .Thy rej�tion, 

Unto Thee from all below! 

Separate from all that grieves Thee, 
"Separate from sinners" too; 

Yet, like Thee, for sinners caring, 
And, like Thee, ,vith sinners bearing, 

Asking, "Lord, what shall I do?" 

Unto Theel Beloved Master, 
Nearer, nearer let me be: 

Unto T lzee in consecration, 
Unto T Jue in separation

Ever, only,. unto Thee I



How God Used a Young Boy 

R. ERNEST JONES

Province of Kiangsi, C,hina 

IT :OUR station in Tehan we had a family who were 
c;Tf very much opposed to the Gospel. The father and mother 
had made a vow that they would never be seen inside the Gospel 
Hall, and the family were one with the parents in this, while 
the youngest boy, a lad of eleven years of age, named Er Kuei, 
was threatened with severe punishment if he dared to have any-
thing to do with us. 
. Our Gospel Hall inside the city w.as one that could be opened 

up to the street, as the frontage was all made of shutters, which 
just before a meeting could be taken down, thus allowing people 
on the street to see all that was going on inside the hall. The 
singing of a hymn w.as sufficient to bring crowds together, and 
by the time the hymn was ended, not Qnly would the hall be 
crowded, but the street as well. Often, as I have been speaking 
from the platfo�, I could see little Er Kuei standing on the 

' 

opposite side of the road. He certainly was at first obedient to 
his father's wish in not coming into the hall, but, as the nights 
passed, pis interest in the Gospel grew greater, and I noticed 
him coming nearer and nearer until at last we found him occu
pying the end seat on the front bench. All this meant· much 
trouble to hi.m, for his father did not forget to ·carry out his 
threat, .and often the poor boy was beaten for thus daring to 
enter the Gospel Hall. One night. when speaking to the lad 
it was a great joy to me to hear him confess his faith in Christ, 
and the very look in his face assured me that he had found peace 
in believing, and although he suffered much from the hands of 
his father, yet he was never daunted from coming to the meet-

. ings. 
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One night j�st before the meeting hour his father thought 
of a plan to hinder him, .and getting a long ladder, told him to 
go into the loft and bring down something he required. Er Kuei 
made all haste to obey his father, but as soon as he got into the 
loft, his father took away the ladder. The lad saw it was im
possible to jump down, as his father was below, enjoying the 
thought that his boy was now a prisoner. But the lad made his 
way tow;ards the front of the house, and with his hands removed 
some of the tiles. He then managed to scramble through on to 
the .roof, and' looking down, he saw people passing along the 
street. He called to them to fetch a ladder, and he was soon 
down on to. the street, racing off to the meeting; and, although 
late, he came up to his seat in the front-a seat which was now 
known as his seat, for if anyone dared to sit in it there was 
usually a tussle .and our little friend would come off victor. 

Soon after this, the father again became very angry. with the 
boy because of his persistent attendance at the meetings, and 
thrashed him this time so severely that he injured the boy's 
back so that he was never again able to stand upright, and, 
while he had full use of his legs, he was a great sufferer from 
the injury inflicted by the father. Some little while later there 
was a great feast day in the city and the people in large num
bers went to the temple to worship the idols. The father told 
the lad that he would have to come to the temple wit� him to 
worship, but the_ lad immediately .replied, "No, father, I cannot 
worship idols any longer, for I worship God and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Who died for me." The father was very cross and 
he dragged the boy out of the house and down the street into 
the temple, where he forced him on to his knees before the great 
idol. But, as is always the case, the idol w.as asleep and had to 
be awakened before it could be worshipped, and while the fathei 
was making the neces�ry arrangements with the priest, the 
lad got on to his feet, ran out of the temple as quickly as he 
could, and came down to the hall where I was. The father 
was soon after him but was too late to hinder Er Kuei getting 
into the hall, and, remembering his vow, he would not cross 

I 

the threshold, so the two of them were separated and the father 
passed on to his home. Just about dusk Er Kuei said he must 

[316]



go home to see his father. I tried to hinder him, fearing the 
father would still be very angry with him, but the lad was very 
anxious to go, and so he left us. On reaching home he found 
his· father waiting for him, but not angry, for as soon as he 
entered, the old .man said, "Look here, son, you refuse to wor
ship our idols or come to our temple, you still persist in wor
shipping your God and this Jesus, of whom you have told us, 
now you must take me to the Gospel Hall, that I may hear of 
Him, too." What a joy this was to the lad! He w.asted no 
time, as it was already the hour for the meeting, and he got his 
father to come with him at once. The service was already 
started and the hall was crowded, but I well remember seeing 
the lad pushing his way through the crowd, but all the time 
holding on to his father's hand, .and at length was able to bring 
his father right up to his own seat. He then managed to get 
in between his father and the next man, and there they were 
seated together, and oh, how they listened while the story of 
Jesus and His love ·w.as being told out. During the meeting I 
noticed our little friend was rather fidgety, and I could see him 
now and again nudging his father, and whispering, but, as time 
passed on, the whispering grew louder and louder, till I could 
distinctly hear him saying, "F.ather, don't you understand?" 
The reply was a shake of the head, for it was t�e first time the 
poor old man had ever been to a Gospel meeting. The hour 
having passed, I was closing my Bible, which was gener.ally a 
sign to the people that the meeting was coming to an end, when 
our little friend, seeing my closed Bible, again nudged his father 
and asked the same question, and on seeing the shake of the 
head, he looked up at me on the platform and shouted out, 
"Oh, teacher, don't stop; go on, father does not understand," 
and of course I had to continue. Instead of stopping .at nine 
o'clock the little fellow kept the meeting going until a quarter 
to eleven, when again the oft-repeated question was asked of 
the father, and this time, instead of the shake of the head, he 
looked at the lad .and said, "Ah, son, I know that Jesus died 
for me," and with that Er Kuei looked up at me and said, "All 
right, teacher, you can stop now; my father understands." 

The dear old man became one of our most brilliant Chris-
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tians and he was never satisfied unless he was going out, either 
on the street or away into the country, telling others of the 
Saviour who had died for him. His one great sorrow w.as to 
see the suffering of his little boy which he himself had inflicted1

but, as'he often said, "If it had not been for him, I might never 
have been saved." Little Er Kuei's work was not yet finished, 
for he continued seeking to win others for the Lord, amongst 
whom was his own mother. He persuaded her to come to the 
meetings and she too became a bright Christian and an activt! 
worker amongst the women. She lived to the great age of 85, 
and when she died in December, 1929, we laid her remains to 
rest on the hills of Tehanhsien to await the glorious resurrec
tion morning. 

In telling this story we trust the Lord will make it a blessing 
to many who read it, not only in the further.ance of His work 
among the Chinese, but also in causing us all to be more in 
earnest in serving our Lord Who loved us and redeemed us 
with His precious blood. 

When in his youth a Christian dedicated his life to 
'the Lord's service. In course of time he went to col
lege .and while there he discovered that he had a gift 
as an artist, and he gave himself over wholeheartedly 
to this work of an artist and forgot the work of the 
Lord. He certainly painted wonderful pictures. But 
'towards the close of his life he saw in a dream how 
all his friends had gathered together and decided to 
take a hall to have an exhibition of his works of art. 
He saw himself walking down this hall admiring the 
wonderful pictures he had painted, when suddenly he 
noticed the hall was on fire. Just in time he sa,v an 
exit and was able to escape with his life before the 
whole biulding was a burning mass. The work of a 
lifetime was burnt up in a moment of time; and now 
with life almost over he remembered that early dedi
cation of his life to the Lord's service, and here was 
his life over and done with, and he had nothing that 
was. going to last. He had spent his whole life doing 
something that was only· for time. 
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C? HEEP do not sit at a table to eat as boys and girls do. 
c:) The shepherd leads them out into the green pastures on 
the hillsides and as they walk along they eat the fresh green 
grass. Usually there are many sheep in a flock, and around each 
sheep are many others, each busily nibbling away at the grass. 
This means that they n1ust keep moving so that there will be 
plenty of grass for all. 
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A sheep differs from you in the way he eats. When a sheep 
eats the fresh green grass it goes first into a special stomach 
where it is stored. Then, when the sheep has gathered all it 
wants to eat, it lies down somewhere to rest and all the food 
that it has stored in the lunch basket which God has given it, 
comes back up and the sheep chews it as it rests. This is called 
chewing the cud. When the sheep swallows the food again, it 
goes into its regular stomach to be digested. 

Wouldn't it be an unkind shepherd who would take his sheep 
to .a rough, hot, stony place to rest and chew the cud? A kind 
shepherd takes them into a shady pasture soft with fresh, cool 
green grass where they· can enjoy the food he has given them. 

It is always in green pastures that the Good Shepherd makes 
H1s sheep lie down. They close their eyes as they rest amid the 
abundance of His goodness and continue to enjoy the sweet 
memory of the Shepherd's bountiful giving. 

The food that David w.as thinking of when he wrote the 
words, "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures" was 
God's precious Word which we now call the Bible. How 
pleasant it is to .rest in a quiet place and think about and 
enjoy all His precious promises. 

Old Betty had lots of trouble in her life but she knew where 
to find help and comfort. One day a visitor who was having 
tea with her glanced through her Bible. Over and over again 
she saw in the margin the letters "t.p." "I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee'' t.p. "All things work together for good 
to them that love God," t.p. "When thou .passest through the 
waters I will be with thee," t.p. "Even to your old age I am 
he; and even to ho.ar hairs will I carry you,'' t.p. 

"What do all these 't.p.'s' means?" queried the visitor. 
"Why, don't you know?" asked old Betty. "That means, 

'tried and proven.' You see when I find a promise that just 
meets my need, I put in my claim for it. I write 't' beside it. 
Then the Lord always does His part and down will go the 'p'." 
Were we to try more of God's promises, we would increasingly 
find that, in truth, the pastures in which our Good Shepherd 
maketh us to lie down, are very green. 

* 
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ADDRESSES 

Our brother, H. K. Downie, has 
gone to visit former scenes of la
bor in England and Scotland. He 
writes of attending a large mis
sionary conference in London 
where 3,000 gathered for the min
istry. He purposes having meet
ings in Cambridge, Brighton, Hove, 
Northampton and Towcester be• 
fore going to Scotland' in Decem
ber. His address while in the Old 
land will be care of his son. Alec 
Downie, 18 Blakesley Ave., Ealing 
London W. 5, England. 

• • • 

Owing to the sudden home call 
of brother Leon F. Miller, all cor
respondence for the Seventeenth 
Street Christian Assembly, 17th & 
Herr St., should be addressed to 
Mr. Norman E. Gutshall, 200 No. 
30th •St., Penbrook, Harrisburg, Pa.

• ct • 

David Kirk has returned to this 
country and is now living in Ham
ilton, Ontario. His address there 
is 36 Gladstone A venue. 

• • • 

Mr. Sydney Porteous has moved 
to the States and may be address
ed at 51 Fairbanks St., Brighton 
35. Mass.

NEW JERSEY, CAMDEN. Our 
annual New Year's conference will
be held D.V. on January 1st and 
2nd in the High School at Haddon 
Heights, N.J. preceded by a prayer 
meeting Friday evening, Dec. 31st 
at 8 F'.M. in the Gospel Hall, 915 
N. Front St., Camden. There wm

he the usual order of meetings.
For further particulars wrf te to:

Herbert W. Straats, 21 S. J>avis 
Ave., Audubon, N.J. 

• • • 

ONTARIO, Tillsonburg. Our Fifty-
fourth Annual Conference will be 
held D.V. on January 1st and 2nd, 
1949, preceded by a prayer meet• 
ing, Friday, Dec. 31, 1948. Corres
pondence may be addressed to: 
J. C. McCormack, Box 322, Tillson
burg, Ontario.

• • • 

QUEBEC, Montreal. We purpose 
having our Annual Convention at 
the New Year Season. Prayer 
Meeting, Thursday, December 30th, 
8:00 P.M. and meetings on Friday 
in the hall, 821 Ogilvy Ave., Park 
Extension. Meetings on Saturday 
and Lord's Day in the Community 
Hall, Town of Mount Royal. Com
muni�ations to '\Vm. E. Reid, 
5928 Clanranald Ave., Montreal 29. 

• • • 

FLORI DA, Hollywood. The Second 
Annual Winter Conference will be 
held D. V. at Hollywood, Florida, 
March 19 through l\Iarch 27, 1949. 
As at last year's conference ac
commodations and meals wiil be 
the responsibility of the individu
als attending, except that suppers 
will be served for the two Sunday 
evenings. For information write: 
Lyndon C. Conlon, Box 1035, Hol
lywoo<l, Florida. 

IN DIANA. Brother F. ,v. Schwartz 
enjoyed a spell of meetings in Lo
-gansport. The Christians succeed
ed in getting unsaved friends and 
relatives to the meetings. He went 
on to Brodhead, Wisconsin, spend
Ing a night with the saints in 86th 
and Bishop Hall in Chicago. 



CONNECTICUT. Brother R. Cap
pielo writes of a good interest in 
the Italian Assemblies. He bas re
cently been in New Haven, Pough• 
keP.psie, N. Y., Bronx, N. Y,, and 
Worcester, Mass. 

• • • 

IOWA. Brother Owen Hoffman of 
Washington, Ga., held two weeks' 
meetings at Central Gospel Chapel, 
Des Moines, the beginning of Nov
ember. They were especially for 
children, and efforts to reach Sun
day School scholars were made. 
For approximately three to four 
years we used one of the street 
railway buses to bring boys and 
girls to -Sunday School. The past 
two years we have had two, so 
these buses were employed night
ly, and the results were outstand
ing. Our Chapel was packed to ca
pacity, with many standing. Some 
nights, in excess of 100 standing at 
the back and around the sides of 
our Chapel. Thirty-five boys and 
girls professed faith in Christ and 
much blessing was received by the 
members of the assembly as the 
result of these meetings. Mr. Hoff
man also found a ready acceptance 
in the schools in and around Des 
Moines, together with other oppor
tunities, so that it was a busy and 
happy two weeks. Special Bible 
study classes are being conducted 
for young Christians each Sunday 
afternoon. The Sunday afternoon 
Bible study class for adults was. 
started again October 1, with an 
increasing interest. Last year be
gan a study. of John's Gospel and 
we are fallowing the open forum 
or round table discussion type
which has proved highly profitable 
and interesting. We began where 
we left off in this book and are 
enjoying the fellowship of breth• 
ren each Sunday afternoon. 

• • • 

KANSAS. Brother Dan Anderson 
(500 Horne St., Topeka, Kansas) 
is encouraged in his labors in To
peka. Some outsiders are attend
ing the meetings, i:isking questions 
and showing a general interest. 

NORTH CAROLINA. Brother Q3. 
wald MacLeod has spent most o( 
his time since last June in the 
Lenoir and Hickory districts. He 
writes, "God has given us to see 
a little interest in the Gospel and 
a few souls led to the Saviour. As 
the weather has become too cold 
for further work in the tent we 
took it down. The absence of a 
suitable building presents some dif
ficulties at present." 

• • • 

QUEBEC. Brethren John A. Gray 
and Sydney Maxwell (late of Ire
land) have seen blessing in a Gos
pel effort in the Gospel Hall, cor
ner Wiseman and Ogilvy. 

• • • 

SASKATCHEWAN. Meetings for 
believers have been held at Salt

coats and Yorkton by brother C.H. 
Willoughby. Brother James Ronald 
has put forth a pioneer effort in 
the Gospel in Togo. 

• • • 

WISCONSIN. Paul Elliot and Oli
ver Smith have had encouragement 
in meetings in Blue River, :where 
some souls gave evidence of get
ting saved. 

CH INA. Writing from Peiping our 
brother Donald Hunter says,
"Most of the foreigners in this 
city are preparing to leave as it 
is expected the Communists will 
soon take over this city. I have 
made bookings to leave by air the 
18th of this mohth (November) 
but I am still hopeful we can re• 
main longer. The Lord has given 
us such a happy and useful work 
here. We have work in two uni• 
versities, country work at Mentou
kou, and editorial work at home. 
If we go we shall go to Nanking 
as we have already been invited 
to that city to help in student work 
and if we get there I am sure the 
Lord will open up avenues of ser· 
vi�e. 
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LOS ANGELES, CAL. Mr. Samuel 
Kellar w�nt home to be with the 
Lord, Sunday, November 14. Fun
eral services were held on Nov. 
18. \Ve hope to have more inf or
ma tion in our next issue.

BOSTON, MASS. Notice has been 
received of the home call of our 
sisters, Miss Annie Mulqueen on 
Septemb2r 11 and Miss Clara E. 
Kane on July 18. Both of these 
sisters were born in Ireland and 
for 45 and 28 years respectively 
in fellowship with the Lord's peo
p!e in Cliff St. Assembly in Bos
ton. Concerning both, our Boston 
brethren say, "Always seeking to 
serve Him and ready to do what 
they could for their Lord and Mas
ter." On Oct. 29, Miss Zelpha B. 
Howell was suddenly called home 
after an automobile accident. She 
was saved in Cambridge under the 
preaching of Sam McEwen, and 
first in fellowship in that city. She 
later was associated with the 
saints in Cliff St., in Boston. She 
made her home with the late Mrs. 
George Chapman in Belmont, Mass. 
living a quiet, godly and consist
ent life, and was highly esteemed 
in the hospital where she was a 
nurse for 29 years. Brother W. G. 
Farquhar spoke at each of these 
funeral services, brother W. H. 
Marshall taking part at Miss Mul
queen's and Miss Howell's and 
brother E. B. Wilson speaking at 
Miss Kane's services. 

CHICAGO, ILL. On October 29th, 
our sister in Christ, Mrs. John Sim, 
age 65, went home to be with the 
Lord. Her late husband preceded 
her in death by twenty months. 
She was saved in England at the 
age of 20, ancl after their marriage 
In Canada the family Jived in Sault 
Ste Marie, Ont.; Regina, Sask.; 
and Missoula, Montana. For the 
last nineteen years our sister has 
been associated with saints in the 
86th Street Assemhlr In Chlcago. 

She bore a consistent testimony to 
the end, she was a faithful and 
loving wife and mother, and her 
children were brought up in the 
fear and admonition of th3 Lord. 
Nearly all of them, seven in num
ber, are saved and in the assem
blies. She was a woman of whom 
it can be truthfully said, "Her chil
dren arise up, and call her bless
ed." Four local brethren took part 
at the funeral services. 

DAYTON, OHIO. On October !J, 
Mrs. Jean Harriman, aged 73 year;.; 
passed peacefully into the presence 
of the Lord after an illness of sev
eral months. A native of Scotland, 
she was led to the Saviour by our 
late Bro. Hugh Donnachie of East 
Pittsburgh, some time after the 
death of her husband in the crash 
of the "Roma" in 1922. One of the 
first to gather to His name in this 
city, she went on steadfastly to 
the end. The funeral was conduct
ed by Oswald L. MacLeor:l. 

IOWA. Three beloved saints of 
God have been ,called home from 
this StatP.. Mr. Foster Whitsell, 
age 63, of Hampton, Iowa, on Oct. 
l "· Ravwl in 1931 and in fellow
ship in that meeting he was spoken
of as a loving brother who sought
to show the love of Christ to all
whom he considered to belong to
Christ regardless of their ecclesi
astical associations.. Often, since
bis wife's home call in December
he expressed h's desire to be with
Christ. On October 12 Mrs. Eugene
Maire, age 55 of Manchester, Iowa,
was called higher. Saved in 1916.
she was at the Remembrance feast
the Lord's Day before her home
call. Ten children remain, some
who are unsaved and for whom
prayer is requested. On October 8
Mrs. Margaret Johannes, aged 80,
of Messena, Iowa, went to be with
the Lord. Saved as a girl of 14,
she has gone on well. ,vas in the
meetings of Berea and Lyman for
many years. Eight children rnourn
their loss. Our brother Oliver
Smith spoke the word at each of
these services. brethren Geo. G'lnlrl
ts:tking part in Hampton a.nd Paul
Elliot in l\lanchester.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. Mrs. Willi
am Stevenson (ne Ditti ) pnss cl 
into the pr en c of th Lord sud• 
denly on October 9. he will b 
mfased by her husband, thr is
ters and brother. She was a will
ing worker at the l\Ia cher Street 
Gospel Hall Missionary class. The 
homecall of two of our sisters in 
seven weeks makes us feel their 
loss very keenly. '"" hat I do thou 
knowest not now. but thou shalt 
know hnreafter." Mr. William Bry
son spoke at the funeral which was 
largely attended. 

• • • 

As promised in the last issue 
of Annals we print herewith a pic
ture of our sister, Miss Harriet F. 
Minns. After serving the Lord for 
more than twenty years in China, 
she was forced by the government 
to leave her loved sphere of ser
vice fn 1941. While fn this country 
Phe suffered a stroke which made 
her quite helpless. On October 7 
she succumbed to a cerebral hem
orrhage. For 17 months our sister 
was cared for In the Grand Rapids 

unit or tt :,l 1 fa vc·n l fomC's, r nc., 
wh r v�ry third l•'riday a group 
or girls (moi:;tly unsaved) were.• 
gather cl around her for sewing 
and Bibl Teaching. Most of the 
g7rls were present at a funeral 
sf:rvice which was held in the 
home in Grand Rapids, Thursday 
night, Oct. 7. A large company 
also gathered in Assembly Hall in 
Buffalo, October 9 for the funera I 
service there. The services in 
Grand Rapids and in Buffalo werP 
conducted by Wm. J. Pell, local 
brethren taking part in prayer in 
each place. 

• • • 

Space prohibits t>rinting a large 
and interesting account of the life 
and home call of our brother Mr. 
Leon Francis Mill er of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, a brief notice hav
ing been inserted in the October 
issue ot' Annals. Mr. Miller was 
reared in very humble circum
stances, his father being a staunch 
Roman Catholic and his mother 
an unconverted Protestant church 
member. At the age of 14, while 
preparing to serve on the altar in 
his father's church, he found joy 
and peace in believing, his mother 
having trusted Chri:;t rnme time 
b1fore. Mr. Miller never had a 
formal education but amassed a 
gold mine of information excelled 
by few, his private study being 
accomplished in the wee hours of 
the morning. With a personal li
brary consisting of more than sev
en thousand volumes one may 
readily appreciate the scope of his 
interests and knowledge. In 1937 
he was admitted to the Dauphin 
County Bar, the last to be taken 
in on the basis of a written exam• 
ination. Mr. Miller was a shepherd 
and teacher to the assemblies in 
Harrisburg where he had been for 
forty years fn fellowship with the 
17th St. Assembly. Recently he 
taught a joint conversational Bible 
study of the two assembliei;; in 
Bible Truth Hall. He is survf ved 
by his wife (nee Mary Aun Keller, 
sister of the late Charles Keller 

and Sam Keller) a daughter and 
two grandchildren. 
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