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A BUNCH OF GRAPES 

Reprints from Christian's Helper 

Stories and Glories from a Few 
Mountain Tops 

THE mountains of Scripture and the stories they tell are 
an interesting study. To climb just a few of their peaks 
as they come before the mind, without any attempt at 
their order, or priority of interest, will suffice, I trust, to 
awaken an interest in them; and if it sets others 
mountaineering, and leads them to describe their findings 
and experiences, it will, without question, be profitable 
to those who may listen or read their descriptions. 

Mountain tops are certainly lovely places to get a view 
from. Moses must have thought so, I'm sure, when he 
got to the top of Pisgah and saw the land-the promised 
land-and "that goodly mountain Lebanon." He had 
been journeying to it for forty years with his heart full of 
longing desire and hope,_ when just at the end he made a 
slip and was not allowed to go over and into it ; but God 
graciously allowed him to see it from the top of Pisgah 
(Num. 27. 12-14). 

Methinks it must have been the loveliest day that ever 
shone on Moab when :Moses went up into its mountains for 
the last time and viewed the land. Certainly he never saw 
so well, or so far, in his life as he did that day! And you 
may be sure God took good care as to that, so that His 
servant's heart might be cheered and encouraged at the 

B 



2 A BUNCH OF GRAPES 

sight, spite of the chastening that deprived him of entrance 
to it. 

Moses was often on mountain tops in the course of his 
long and arduous life, and there is one precious thought 
connects itself with that; and that is, I think, he always 
met God there when he did go up! Now that is a happy 
thought; and ought to set each of us climbing a little more 
to find the same company, and see the glories and listen 
to the stories of the mountain tops. 

What a lovely "holiday resort" for weary, war-worn 
saints! And what glorious company to find at the top! 
What an invigorating, rejuvenating excursion to take in 
spirit! Away from the defiling and deadening influences 
of the world, the flesh, and the Devil, up to the mountain 
tops of Scripture with all their lovely settings, and scenery, 
and stories. We breathe a different atmosphere up there, 
and our very faces begin to shine like those of Moses and 
Stephen. The tongue itself gets loosed, and we hear our 
voices joining with the Psalmist in that lovely anthem, 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless His holy Name." 

1\.foses may have been on Pisgah more than once; but 
this occasion was a special climb, and his last. He did not 
come down again. We might almost say he went to his 
own funeral that day. He reached the top, got the sight 
of his life, then God put him to sleep with that glorious 
land photographed on the retina of his eye-the last sight 
he saw. What a view I Then God buried hiin in one of 
the valleys between its peaks, and only three know where 
his grave is to this day-God, Michael, and Satan (Jude 9). 
God would have no Jewish "Mecca" made of Moses' tomb, 
and so even Satan dare not make it known. God buried 
him. What an honour! 

Afterward, when he was wanted to attend his 11:aster, 
along with Elijah, he is once more seen on a mountain top, 
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and in the land this time, but he did not stay long, his 
visit was a very brief one. But a more glorious sight than 
the promised land filled his eye on the top of that peak 
that day. He saw "the King in His beauty" (Matt. 17). 
Glorious sight! 

It is a very striking thing that the Devil had inspired 
Balak in his second attempt to curse the people, to take 
Balaam up to the top of the very same peak-Pisgah! 
(Num. 23. 13, 14). He had taken him up before into 
the high places-mountain tops (compare Num. 22. 41, 
with Deut. 12. 2), but instead of cursing, he heard and 
had to make known their separation from all the nations
a people separated to God. Now he takes him up to 
Pisgah, but what a take-down for the Devil and Balak 
that day, when they heard them justified instead of 
condemned! 

Then Balak takes him to another mountain peak and 
tries once more to get them cursed, but only to hear again 
of grace upon grace, and glory upon glory for God's 
beloved people. And from the top of "Peor that looketh 
toward Jeshimon" we hear of the beauty and testimony 
and usefulness of the redeemed people. Oh, those 
mountain tops! What stories of glories they tell, to the 
discomfiture of the Devil, the joy of the saints, and the 
praise of the glory of God's grace! 

On the top of Peor, Balaam no longer went after his 
satanic enchantments, but turned his face to the wilderness 
and is again compelled to utter God's thoughts as to 
His beloved people; and we hear, as already noticed, of 
their beauty and testimony; and in his fourth parable, of 
the coming of their King I Blessed be God for such 
announcements. They speak loudly to our hearts to-day 
of our redemption by blood-our separation to God-of 
our justification by God and before God-of what we are 
in Christ in the though ts and purposes of God-and of the 
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glory that awaits us at the coming of the Lord. They tell 
of grace upon grace. 

When one thinks of those mountain tops and their 
stories, one cannot help having just a lurking suspicion 
that God took Abram up one of them that day he separated 
himself from the worldly-minded Lot. (I think it was 
Spurgeon who remarked: "He was a poor lot was that 
Lot!") At any rate Abram got the view of his life that 
day-northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward-as Moses did subsequently on top of Pisgah. 
Then God sent His "Friend" on a walking expedition to 
get better acquainted with what He had given him, and so 
already belonged to him (Gen. 13. 14-17). 

Ah, that's what we need to do, brethren. Get up in 
spirit to the mountain top and view the spiritual blessings 
which are ours in the heavenly places in Christ, and not 
merely enjoying the thought that Christ is for us, and with 
us, in our sorrows and temptations down here, blessed 
as that is. But walk through the land and take practical 
possession for present enjoyment in the power of a God 
given faith, and the energy of the Spirit. To realise what 
is ours up there and enjoy it is real Christian experience. 
Not a "higher Christian life," but the only Christian life. 
"Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread on, that 
have I given unto you" (Joshua 1. 3). Then be it ours to 
take possession. 

Another lovely view greets us as we climb ,vith 
Abraham "the mount of the Lord," when he goes in 
obedience and in faith to offer up his "only son" Isaac 
(Gen. 22). It was a three days' journey I And though he 
knew his errand was to sacrifice his son, his faith wavered 
not. Beyond the fire and the wood and the knife, and the 
giving up of his all, he saw the God of resurrection 
bringing back from the dead his beloved son if He willed 
he should really die. How sweetly that is seen in verse 5, 
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when Abraham said to his young men, "Abide ye here with 
the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you 1 " 

That mountain top must have been a marvellous sight 
to the heavenly hosts that day, as they witnessed 
Abraham's faith tested and triumphant t The heart of 
Abraham, too, must have rejoiced beyond measure as he 
heard from the lips of a faithful God unconditional 
promises made "to him and to his seed "-(Christ, 
Gal. 3. 16)-to be fulfilled in a yet future day when He 
shall reign "from the river to the ends of the earth." And 
when "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea;" and when "All the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed in Him." Glorious prospect 
surely for faith to behold from the mount of the Lord as 
it looks onward at "Jehovah-Jireh" fulfilling His word at 
Calvary, the evidence that the rest will follow when the 
due time shall come and the iniquity of the Amorites of 
Christendom is filled full. 

Another "exceeding high mountain" rises before us 
with two solitary figures on its peak. "The prince of this 
wor Id" is there ! that mighty foe of mankind I And a 
solitary, dependent man faces him to undergo a test which 
none but Himself could have withstood. He was "taken 
up." He did not go there of His own voluntary will; nor 
did He seek "the pinnacle of the temple." Satan took 
Him to both. Nor could Satan cast Him down from the 
latter. The act must be His own-"Cast Thyself down." 
Ah, pinnacles are dangerous places either for saints or 
sinners. There was only One who could stand there 
without falling. Let us beware of them I 

Listen to the tempter as he shows the Lord Jesus "all 
the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them" 
(Matt. 4), and says, "All these things will I give Thee 
if Thou wilt fall down and worship me. " Did ever man 
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get such an offer before? Was there ever one, but this 
One, who would have refused it? What a humiliating 
defeat for him who had conquered the first man and taken 
his possessions, to hear the Second Man say "Get thee 
hence, Satan, for it is written, 'thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve! '" Jesus 
refused it at the hands of Satan. He received it 
subsequently at the hands of God in resurrection, and will 
take possession by and by (Rev. 11) . "And He shall 
reign for ever and ever ! " 

As we think of the story that mountain top has to tell 
us, we are reminded of one who is coming who will have 
no scruples in taking from the hands of Satan his power, 
and his throne, and great authority (Rev. 13. 2), though 
he does not get what Satan offered to Jesus. He will be 
for the time the wonder of the world; and will not refuse 
all that Satan can give him, but he pays the price at last, 
and is "cast alive into the lake of fire" (Rev. 19. 20). 
Awful end! 

It is very striking that the first time the mountains are 
mentioned in Scripture they tell a sad tale (Gen. 7. 19, 20). 
Sin had entered the world, and judgment of necessity 
followed; and the mountains, which would be sought 
after by the perishing multitudes, could afford them no 
safety or shelter from the pursuing judgment, not even 
thei}' highest peaks. The waters rose above them to the 
height of fifteen cubits. Even when the waters began to 
abate, and the mountain tops to show themselves once 
more, the look out was on a scene of desolation I A waste 
of waters! The graveyard of the sinners and their sins! 
Sad, sad sight! 

They tell us of "the end of all flesh" after a trial of 
1656 years without human government, but with a 
conscience. God had to destroy them for their wickedness. 
Yet spite of the evidence, men are striving for the same 
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state of things to be established again to-day. No 
restraints-but all to do as they like best, alas! And thus 
we first see the mountains in storm and tempest, in cloud 
and mist, as the deluge falls from above, and rises from 
the opened flood-gates beneath, at the command of a 
righteous God as He deals with sinful men who had filled 
the earth with corruption and violence till there was no 
remedy but judgment and death. Longsuffering suffers 
long; but when it does end, there is no escape! It is either 
in the ark, or under the waters. For men to-day it must 
be either in Christ and saved-or die without Him and be 
lost eternally-there is no alternative. The moral of the 
story is, Sinner beware ! 

Another mount claims attention, the mount of Olives 
with its many stories and its still future glories. It was 
the last place on earth from which the Saviour went up; 
and the first place where He will set His holy blessed feet 
when He returns. Also that awful mount that burned 
with fire, and blackness and darkness and tempest, when 
God gave the law to Israel. Yea, how many others there 
are calling for passing notice, but "time would fail to 
tell" those stories and their glories, at least in a brief 
paper like this. 

One more, however, we must call attention to ere we 
close, and as we stand on its peak "with rapt adoring 
eyes" we behold the sight of sights, next to the sight of 
Jesus our Lord Himself. From thence we see "the holy 
city, Jerusalem, descending out of Heaven from God, 
having the glory of God," and we listen to the story of 
the glory of "the Bride, the Lamb's wife." Wonderful 
story of love! (Rev. 21. 10). "What must it be to be 
there?" 

We listen to the Psalmist whose mind and heart is filled 
with the glory of the earthly city Jerusalem in that 
"crowning day that's coming by and by" for that desolate 



8 A BUNCH OF GRAPES 

place, and as he chants her praises in Psalm 48, as "the 
city of our God"-"the city of the great King"-"the 
city of the Lord of Hosts." Beautiful for situation (or 
elevation), the joy of the whole earth. What a city! God 
is the God of order, and of beauty, too, we may surely say. 
And His earthly city will be grand, glorious, beautiful, 
beyond all present human conception. 

Well may the sweet singer say "Walk about Zion, and 
go round about her, tell the towers thereof. Mark well 
her bulwarks (or battlements). God is known in her 
palaces." What earthly grandeur and magnificence! 
And God is there! But surely all that is but the earthly 
expression of that far more beautiful and glorious city of 
our God, of which each believer forms a part! Not a city 
we are going to inhabit, but one which God will inhabit 
for ever, and of which we each form part. 

Dwell on it my soul ! dwell on it I Let us walk round it 
in spirit and tell its towers, palaces, and bulwarks; its 
gates, walls, foundations, and streets. Yea everything in 
it that is there, and there is absolute perfection according 
to God. The Lamb is its light and its temple, and no night 
and no curse there. And best of all for us we "shall see 
His face!" Brethren, what more can we say? The Lord 
lead our hearts into these stories and glories and draw 
from them eternal praise to Him who is worthy. 
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The 23rd Psalm Pasture 

As I look at this Psalm, my mind is carried back forty
five years to a meeting where a dear old servant of 
the Lord, now on high with his Master, was illustrating 
the ways of a shepherd with his sheep. He said, 
"You will see a shepherd take his flock into a field, 
and after a while they eat it down, and he has to remove 
to another pasture. Again he may have to remove 
them for the same reason. Thus he leads them from one 
pasture to another until by and by he brings them back 
again to the first field, where there is a fresh and abundant 
crop." 

And is it not so with us oftentimes? We read and 
meditate on a portion, say, for instance, this Twenty
third Psalm, and we seem to eat it bare; there seems 
to be nothing left in it that we can see. Then off we 
go to other pastures in the Book and nibble here and 
there to satisfy our hunger. Then one day we happen 
to drop into the Twenty-third Psalm pasture again, 
and presently we exclaim as we pore over it, "Dear me! 
I never saw that before! How remarkable! That's 
a beautiful thought, but it never struck me before! I 
thought I knew wellnigh all that was in that Psalm!'' 
So you did, dear soul, so you did when you were there 
before; but this is a little fresh bit that has grown up 
since you were there; a sweet little bit for you in your 
present circumstances; prepared for you, and kept for 
you by "the great Shepherd of the sheep" (Heb. 13. 20); 
"the Shepherd and Bishop of your soul" (I Peter 2. 25); 
and that is how it is so nice. After all, it may not be 
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anything new; but it is a bit of fresh, green, toothsome 
food which does your soul good, and fills you with 
praise to "the great Shepherd of the sheep. " Let us 
then, enter into that bit of delightful and sunny old 
pasture land, the Twenty-third Psalm; maybe something 
fresh has grown up for us since we were there last. 

Verse 1: "The Lord is my Shepherd." It is surely 
good to know who the Shepherd is-the Lord. "I shall 
not want." How can I if He is the Shepherd? Thus 
there is perfect confidence. Some shepherds have a 
very small pasture to run their sheep in. Or the land 
is a very poor bit of land to put them on. And, however 
much they would like to see their sheep look well and 
in good condition, they cannot do so under such circum
stances. But this is not the case with our Shepherd, 
because Psalm 24. 1 says, "The earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulness thereof." Think of that! Then add to 
it, "who _hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
the heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1. 3), and surely 
there can be no lack of food for us. He has choice pastures, 
and plenty of them, as well as "the upper, and the nether 
springs" (Joshua 15. 19). 

Then, again, it is to the credit of the Shepherd when 
the sheep look well; therefore we see in verse 2, not only 
is there plenty of food, but there is perfect rest and peace, 
and the sheep lie down in the green pastures, "beside 
the waters of quietness, " and are therefore in perfect 
condition. They are not wandering about from place to 
place to pick up a bite here and there. No, they are 
restful and peaceful in the midst of more than a sufficiency. 

Verse 3 : He is the Restorer of drooping and backsliding 
saints, and the Leader in Divine paths. Thus there is 
perfect care and i guidance ; and not for our sakes, but 
"for His own Name's sake." It is for His own credit
for His own glory. Have you not known, my brother, 
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my sister, what it was to get down in your soul and away 
from the Lord? What numbers do get away? Just 
like a sheep that has got the maggot. You will see it 
away from the rest by itself, thrusting its head into the 
fence; or away in a comer shaking its head, poor thing, 
till the shepherd comes along and gets hold of it with 
his crook and tends to it, and then tars its head to keep 
the flies off, and thus restores it; then you see it joining 
the flock again. 

Ah, there are many poor backsliding saints! They 
get away from the Lord in their souls, and drift away 
from their brethren ; then they blame everybody but 
themselves. Nobody speaks to them; or nobody notices 
them; or they don't get any help at the meetings, and so 
they stay at home; and other such paltry and empty and 
untruthful excuses. Poor things! they don't think of 
how much help they are likely to give when they are in 
that state. It is not their brethren that are wrong, but 
themselves. And as to help, they have got so smeared 
over with the Devil's mixture of pride, discontent, and 
worldliness, that instead of the ministry of the Word 
getting into their hearts, it runs off like water on a duck's 
back, and they are in danger of getting by a short cut 
into the grumblers' cemetery (1 Cor. 10. 7-10). Oh, 
they are to be pitied ! 

But it is then the Shepherd comes along and puts 
His crook round their ankle and draws them to Him 
to see what's the matter. Then there is some painful 
work to be done in the way of self-judgment, and self
condernnation, and deep heart sorrow, before the joy 
_is restored (Psa. 51. 12). Then when it does stream 
in, they are able to say, "He restoreth my soul, He 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His Name's 
sake." Ah, these little "after meetings,

,, 
like the one 

the Lord had with Peter at the Sea of Tiberius (John 21), 
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are solemn and searching times, but they lead to 
restoration and joy. 

Verse 4: We have perfect fearlessness. We find we 
are in the valley where death casts its dark shadow, 
but we fear not. Why? "For Thou art with me." 
How precious that is! Does the darkness deepen, and 
the heart begin to beat faster with fear? Fear not my 
brother l Fear not my sister! The Shepherd is there: 
"Thou art with me." Never mind though you cannot see; 
put out your hand in the dark; He is there, and He will 
grip it and give you to realise He is there. Yea, at 
the very end of the valley should you have to face death 
itself, He is still there, so you need "fear no evil." 
Besides, you need not try to cross bridges before you come 
to them, you know! Nor do you need to seek dying 
grace to live with! You '11 get it all when you need it, 
so dqn 't worry. "Thou art with me" will answer every 
fear from the entrance into the valley to your exit from 
it. Cheer up, poor despondent soul, cheer up l 

"Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Not 
only is there no need for fear, but there is positive comfort. 
"Thy rod "-the rod of power like Moses' rod-the rod 
of priesthood like Aaron's rod that budded, blossomed, 
and fruited-the rod under which the sheep pass to be 
counted and reckoned as the property of the proprietor 
when the muster day comes round (Lev. 27. 32) ; for the 
rod surely answers to all these. And "Thy staff," or 
shepherd's crook, with which the shepherd catches any 
particular sheep he wishes to examine, or deals a stunning 
blow, if necessary, on the head of its enemies. "Thy 
rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Surely l when we 
know what they are for, and how perfect the Shepherd 
is in the use of them. 

Verse 5: WE have perfect satisfaction. "My cup 
overfloweth." He provides for us a table in the presence 
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of onlooking foes. He washes the feet as in John 13, 
and "anoints the head with oil" (Luke 7. 46), and thus 
sets us down at the table in comfort, and peace, and 
satisfied. So much so that the cup "overflows." What 
an answer to "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?" 
(Psa. 78. 19). Yes, surely He can, and in the very 
presence of our foes. 

Then verse 6 gives us perfect hope; a hope that maketh 
not ashamed; hope for time and eternity. "Goodness 
and mercy following us" for time; and "the house of the 
Lord" is opened for us for eternity. How beautiful and 
how blessed! Hear Jesus saying, "Father, I will that 
they whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, 
that they may behold My glory" (John 17. 24). He is 
with us here in the valley of the shadow. We are to be 
with Him there in the light, and joy, and glory of the 
Father's house. Is it not wonderful! What a Shepherd! 
The good One who gave His life for the sheep. 

1 
The 

great One in resurrection, able to look after the sheep. 
The chief One in the coming day of glory to give the 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.* Happy they 
who can say from the heart "The Lord is my Shepherd." 

•There are two things that never fade. (I) The inheritance
(1 Peter 1. 14); and (2) the crown (chap. 5. 4). 
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Some of the Ways in which Love 
Displays Itself 

THE Holy Spirit delights to set Christ before the souls 
of the saints and draw out their hearts in true affection 
to Him. It is one of the offices of the Holy Ghost to 
do this. "He shall glorify Me" said Jesus to His 
disciples ere He left them ; "for He shall receive of 
l\fine, and shall show it unto you" (John 16. 14). 
\Vhether, therefore, it be a question of the blessings 
He has secured for us by His death and resurrection, 
or the attracting and entrancing power of the Blesser 
Himself when displayed to our souls by the Holy Ghost, 
as in the case of the disciples who could say, "The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us ( and we beheld His 
glory, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father), 
full of grace and truth" (John 1. 14); there will be, yea, 
there must be, a distinct and decided response in our souls 
to those outgoings of Divine love. It may be seen in 
different ways, but seen it will be. "Draw me, and we 
will run after Thee" (Song of Sol. 1. 4). Or, "Master, 

where dwellest Thou?" (John 1. 38). Or again, "Sir, if 
thou have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
Him, and I will take Him away" (John 20. 15). All tell 
out their own tale, that the heart has got an object and 
cannot be satisfied apart from it. Well for us, dear 
brethren, where our hearts have got such a hold of Christ 
as an object, and such an apprehension of His love that 
they respond to it in such ways that they minister joy 
to His heart, and become streams of refreshing to others. 
Then we are in a very real and practical way "Epistles 
known and read of all men" (2 Cor. 3. 2). 



WAYS IN WHICH LOVE DISPLAYS ITSELF 15 

There are some very beautiful pictures of this in the 
Old Testament in connection with the history of David. 
David, as we know, is a very distinct type of the Lord 
Jesus; and these outgoings of affection for David, seen 
in their different ways and settings, do but remind us 
of privileges which are ours to-day in connection with 
"Great David's greater Son" -our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and they seem to say to us afresh as 
we look at them, "Go and do thou likewise. " Let us 
take a brief glance at two or three of them. 
. In 1 Samuel 18. 1-4 we see what we might call the 
effects of the attractive power of a victorious David. 
Jonathan had watched David go forth to the conflict 
with Goliath. He had eagerly followed each stage of 
David's advance. He had experienced in himself fear, 
anxiety, hope, and assurance, in connection with that 
conflict. Fear, as he looked at the giant and felt his 
own inability to meet him, and knew not from whence 
help could come. Anxiety, as he saw David go forth 
to meet the giant, but knew not how the matter would 
end. Hope, when he saw the giant prostrate on the 
earth as the result of the stone slung from David's sling. 
And assurance, when he saw David take the giant's 
own sword and cut off his head. These experiences 
are those of every unconverted soul, in some measure 
at least, ere they reach the Saviour, when once they 
have been awakened to face the giant, Satan, with his 
huge sword, death, with its awful consequences. Reader, 
have you ever passed through this ? 

Now observe the effect on Jonathan when he saw 
the victorious David standing there with the trophy of 
his victory (the giant's head) in his hand. "The soul 
of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as he loved his own soul. And Jonathan 
stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and 
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gave it to David, and his garn1ents, even to his sword, 
and to his bow, and to his girdle." How exceedingly 
beautiful this is! That which marked him off as one 
in an exalted position-his royal robe; his weapons, 
too, which betokened him as a warrior, all ,vere laid at 
the feet of David as the one more fitted than he to 
wear such a robe, or use such weapons. Love for David 
stripped itself of all it valued and held dear, and yielded 
itself to the object that had won it. Thus David gained 
two victories that day. He conquered Goliath ,vith a 
sling and a stone, and made a captive of Jonathan in 
the chains of love. 

Let us now look at another way in which love manifests 
itself towards its object, and on the part of a stranger, 
too (2 Sam. 15. 19-22). Ittai the Gittite was a stranger 
and an exile from his land and people. He had found 
sanctuary with David, and been so hospitably and royally 
treated that the affections of his heart were won and knit 
to David. But dark days had dawned for David. 
Absalom, his rebellious son, had risen up in rebellion 
and usurped the throne, and David had to flee for his life. 
What would I ttai do now ? Is he prepared to cast in his 
lot with the king in his rejection, and go up and down he 
knows not where, exposed to he knows not what? David 
gives him opportunity to decide othe1wise if he so desires. 
He says to him, "Return thou, and take back thy brethren, 
mercy and truth be with thee." The test was a severe 
one. Should he leave David at this crisis of his history, 
and in his trial and sorrow, and throw in his lot with the 
rising star, Absalom? Or should he. go back to his own 
people? Or should he be loyal to the man who had 
treated him so liberally and royally and still follow him 
in this the day of his rejection? 

It was a serious crisis for I ttai. Worldly wisdo111 
would advise, follow Absalom, and say, Why remain 
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on a manifestly losing side? Love urged, follow David 
and be true to the man who has been so true to you, 
whatever it cost. And love triumphed; and love 
displayed itself in instantly and whole-heartedly accepting 
fellowship with the rejected one. 

How beautiful is the language of Ittai ! What a 
loving, true-hearted, devoted ring it gives forth: "As 
the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely 
in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in 
death or life, even there also will thy servant be I" 
Difficulties or dangers, trials or sorrows, successes or 
defeats, it mattered not to Ittai so long as he was allowed 
to be in the company of his well-beloved master, to 
whom he had sworn fealty to death. This, then, is 
a fine display of love in following its object ir. a path 
of rejection. 

Turn now to chapter 17. 27-29. Here we see love 
displaying itself in another way. David has fled from 
Absalom, and is wandering hither and thither. He 
and his are "hungry, and weary, and thirsty in the 
wilderness." They have reached Mahanaim. How 
very significant! May be David's mind was carried 
back by God's Spirit to think of a scene which took 
place when the Patriarch Jacob found himself in that 
same place and the angel of God met him (Gen. 32. 1, 2). 
At any rate, help came for David; and not from angels, 
but from those from whom we should never have expected 
to render it, the list being headed by "Shobi the son of 
Nahash, of Rabbah of the children of Ammon." How 
wonderful this is I What gracious and glorious surprises 
God gives His trusting saints sometimes! Blessed be 
His Name. 

What it was that had won the affections of Shobi 
and his companions we know not. Th is only do we 
know, that he evidently did not share the failings of 

C 
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his brother who treated David's messengers so shame
fully when they carried David's message of condolence 
to him on the death of his father (see chap. 10). And 
at this opportune moment we find Shobi in company 
with Machir, and Barzillai, bringing of their substance, 
giving largely and liberally of all they had and which 
they knew was needful for David and his men. It 
was all "for David," and the followers of David. It 
was love for David-heart for David. Theirs was not 
the honour of following him in his rejection; but theirs 
was the joy of "ministering to him of their substance" 
in the time of his need, like the devoted women of the 
Gospels who did the same for Jesus (Luke 8. 3). How 
acceptable must that provision have been to David at 
such a moment, as well as the love that prompted it! 
Nor did he ever forget it (1 Kings 2. 7). Nor will the 
true David ever forget ,vhat is done to and for Him. Even 
a cup of cold water given to one of His own shall not lose 
its reward. How encouraging l 

Then again we see still another way in which love 
shows itself, in chapter 19. 24-30, in the well-known, 
and well-worn history of Mephibosheth. He was not 
a follower of David in his rejection, any more than 
Shobi and his companions, though he would have been 
if he could have been. But, deceived by his rascally 
servant Liba, and left in the lurch through his infirmity, 
and branded as seeking to get the kingdom (chap. 16. 3); 
he could only manifest what he truly was-a mourner for 
an absent David; and waiting in hope of welcoming n. 
returning David. 

He heeded not his own comfort, or the though ts of 
others as to his appearance. His heart was sad. There 
was a blank in his life. The one who had the affections 
of his heart-for whom he lived-and for whom he would 
have died-was rejected and a wanderer, and all interest 
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in everything else was gone for Mephibosheth till David 
returned. 

It was not "the land," or "the kingdom" that 
Mephibosheth wanted. Liba could take all the land. 
It was David he wanted; and his heart was only contented 
when once more he was in the loved and longed for company 
of David. He owed everything to him ; and he recognised 
that; but it was not what he got from David, but what he 
found in David himself; consequently the scene was a 
blank to him till David returned. How beautiful! 

I have merely glanced at these pictures. There is 
much beautiful detail in each, and teaching we have 
not touched, which the Lord will open up by His 
gracious Spirit to those who seek His face about it. 
But they all show us love's object, and the different 
ways in which it is seen displaying itself towards that 
object. And have not we an object, dear brethren? 
Surely ! One who has done far more for us than ever 
David did for those we have been looking at. He gave 
Himself I Wondrous thought! "Christ also hath loved 
us, and given Himself for us" (Eph. 5. 2). What a 
motive is here represented to link up our affections with 
Himself, and display itself in whole-hearted devotedness 
in whatever varied ways as led by His Spirit. 

Well may we strip ourselves of everything flesh could 
glory in, like Jonathan, or the Apostle Paul of old 
(Phil. 3. 4-9), as our eye rests on that victorious Saviour, 
glorified at the right hand of God; and follow Him 
"outside the camp" to "bear His reproach" (Heb. 13. 13), 
and be a "partaker of Christ's sufferings" (1 Peter 4. 13). 
as Ittai was of David's; or lay down at His blessed feet 
of our substance both for Him and His, like Shobi and his 
friends (Heb. 13. 16). As also be marked in such an 
apostate scene as this, as those who mourn an absent Lord, 
and patiently wait His return (Jatnes. 5. 7), content to 
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suffer reproach and shame till He comes, who will "bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every 
n1an have praise of God" ( 1 Cor. 4. 5), like Mephibosheth. 

To manifest any or all of these expressions of love 
for Christ is no child's play. Nor is it a question of 
looking at ourselves and inquiring if we are doing it. 
No, no. It is heart occupation with the Person of 
Christ which will alone produce it, and we must set 
ourselves to go in for it. "One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I seek after, " said the Psalmist 
(Psa. 27. 4), and we must do the same. It is of no use 
desiring it, unless we do seek after its fulfilment; and 
we must set ourselves to do it; and then shall we, 
unconsciously perhaps to ourselves, but none the less 
seen by others, be found responding to the outgoings 
of His love in some of these ways we have been looking at. 

And what will it be, by and by, when we find ourselves 
around Himself in the glory (Rev. 5). No longer the 
rejected One, but the crowned and acclaimed One by all 
Heaven as worthy to receive all the praise and worship 
that redeemed sinners, glorified with Himself, as the 
fruit of His own sufferings unto death, can give Him. 
Meantime we may well sing with glad hearts-

"Worthy of homage and of praise, 
Worthy by all to be adored; 

Exhaustless theme of heavenly lays, 
Thou I Thou art worthy Jesus Lord I " 
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Jonathan and his Armour-Bearer 

(1 SAMUEL 14) 

I WANT to direct your attention, dear brethren, to an 
example of the way in which God honours individual 
faith in times of declension, failure, and depression 
on the part of the mass ; and the moral effect on all classes 
when they see the hand of God working in blessing; in 
order that we may find encouragement for our own souls, 
and be stimulated to greater confidence in God whatever 
the state of things around us may be ; as well as be warned 
against a heart of unbelief in turning away from the 
living God. Numerous instances of this might be cited 
from the Word, but I shall confine your attention to 
this one case. If we cannot get complete unanimity 
amongst ourselves in the Lord's service (as, alas, is 
sometimes the case), let those whose hearts are set for 
Christ and the pursuit of His interests be encouraged 
by the splendid action and example of Jonathan and 
his armour-bearer; and in the energy of a God-given, 
and God-sustained faith act for Him, and the glory of 
His beloved Son. At the same time we must not make 
either the needs of poor sinners, or yet the needs of poor 
saints, our first thought. Christ, and His glory, must 
be our first care and object whether seeking it in the 
salvation of souls, or the building up of His people. 

Briefly, then, the circumstances in connection with 
this history are these. Saul, the man of the people's 
choice, had reigned two years, but was evidently not, 
at this time at least, the vigorous, aggressive, and 
victorious king they expected him to be. True, he 
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had routed the Ammonites, and delivered the men of 
J abesh-gilead (chap. 12), but with that one victory 
he was evidently satisfied and had settled down. He 
bestirred himself afterwards as we learn from the end 
of chapter 14, but at the start he was evidently indolent, 
and satisfied with what he had done. 

How often this is the case, dear brethren. God 
gives some signal victory or deliverance to His people, 
and then, instead of going on to further successes, 
they settle down like Saul, contented in the enjoyment 
of their victory, and become a prey for the enemy. This 
state of idleness and inactivity, while enemies were 
occupying their possessions, and also threatening to 
rob them of still more, was far from agreeable to Jonathan, 
the man of faith. On the other hand, Saul, instead of 
surrounding himself with his army and leading them 
on to victory after victory, surrounded himself with a 
body-guard of a couple of thousand men, gave Jonathan 
one thousand, and sent the rest of them to their tents 
(chap. 13. 2). For the time being, at least, he was 
satisfied with his one success. 

I think that is a sadly disappointing picture. To 
find so little from the man from whom they expected 
so much, must have greatly discouraged those who 
were only too ready to be discouraged. But so it ever 
is. Nature knows nothing of the energy of faith. It 
looks only at self and self's surroundings and 
circumstances. Faith looks not at the surroundings 
except to see how they can be utilised for God, and then 
looks away from them to God who is above them and 
who knows how to lift His people who trust Him above 
them, too. 

On the other hand, there is a bright gleam which 
shines through the gloom in verse 3. "Jonathan smote 
the garrison of the Philistines which was at Geba." 
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Faith cannot remain inactive. It never rusts out, and 
it can never wear out. It grows and increases, 
strengthened by use, blessed be God. Try it, dear 
brethren, try it! Here, then, we see this man of God 
utilising the means placed at his disposal-these thousand 
men-to smite the garrison of the Philistines, the enemies 
of Israel. He waited not for a larger army so as to strike 
a more effective blow. He used what he had, and he did 
what he could; and with God behind him that was a very 
great deal. What a lesson for us-to get to work with 
what we have and trust God. Let us not wait for others, 
or waste time groaning over the coldness and deadness of 
our companions; but use what we have, and do what we 
can, and call upon God and make it His affair. He will 
look after His own work if we make it His. 

Jonathan would not seek to compromise with the 
usurpers of the inheritance of the people of God. They 
had no right there. The land had been given to Israel, 
not to them. True, they were strong, and had evidently 
dominated the whole country at one time and given their 
name to it, "Palestine" (land of sojourners), but they 
had never come through either the Red Sea or the Jordan 
to possess it. It belonged (typically) to death and 
resurrection men, and they were not that, but fleshly 
men-enemies of God and His people, and without an 
atom of right or title to a foot of it, and must be ousted 
from their possession, even though it be a "garrisoned" 
position and hard to overcome; so J onathai1 attacked and 
overcame them. 

Immediately the news reached the ears of Saul, we 
read, "Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, 
saying, Let all the Hebrews hear. And all Israel heard 
say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the Philistines" 
(chap. 14. 3, 4). What an illustration of the moral 
littleness of Israel's greatest man I How low, too, his 
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thought of the people of God over whom he ruled when he 
could publicly address them as "Hebrews "-"Let all 
the Hebrews hear. " How small indeed was the big king 
to take the credit, or even allow it to be given him, for 
smiting the Philistine garrison! Alas, what poor things 
we are! ,v e always find though, that any position taken 
up by any professing to serve the Lord is soon put to the 
test, and it is soon seen whether they are truly in it 
according to God, or whether it is a mere empty profession. 
And so we read, "The Philistines gathered themselves 
together to fight with Israel-30, 000 chariots, 6000 
horsemen, and people as the sand of the seashore for 
multitude "-a formidable host ! Enough to frighten 
even a stout heart, surely I 

Let me draw your attention just here to this fact, 
dear brethren, that when the enemy attacks, he attacks 
the company. He does not distinguish between 
combatants and non-combatants-the men of faith, and 
the fleshly men of sense. It was Jonathan and his 
thousand men who smote the garrison of the Philistines. 
It is Saul and all Israel who are the objects of the counter 
attack by the enemy. When the enemy attacks in this 
our day, it is the whole profession of Christianity which 
is aimed at. The Philistines, enemies and occupants of 
our possessions, attack Christianity as a whole, and all 
professing Christians have to bear it, and are affected by 
it. How they deport themselves under the attack is 
another matter; but all are affected by it, some to their 
discomfiture and shame. "Higher Criticism," 
"Spiritism," "Christian Science," and all the other 
impious and brazen-faced attacks of the modern Philistines 
of to-day affect the whole Church of God, but in different 
ways, and, alas, there are few Jonathans to stand up 
and smite them I 

Now observe the effect on the people when the enemy 
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appears in such overwhelming numbers. It finds them 
out, and manifests their true state. "God is not in all 
their thoughts." There is no sense of dependence on 
God. No turning to Him. No crying to Him for deliver
ance. On the other hand, they find themselves in a strait, 
and turn to expedients of their own, and in their fear 
they sought "to hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits." Not only 
so, but "some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land 
of Gad and Gilead." And "as for Saul, he was yet in 
Gilgal, and the people followed him trembling" (vv. 6, 7). 

What a deplorable and humiliating picture is here 
displayed before our eyes! Instead of "a king who 
shall fight our battles," as they said, and valiant men 
of Israel eager to oust their enemies out of the inheritance 
of the Lord, we see a distressed people hiding themselves 
in their fear-and some of them base enough to recross 
the Jordan to find a refuge on the wrong side of Jordan
ignoring the God who had brought them through it into 
their possessions; while those that are left with Saul, 
spite of his call to arms, have dwindled down to six 
hundred trembling men (v .. 15). 

What a contrast too, do we see in the last five words 
of verse 7, "the people followed him trembling," to 
verse 15 of chapter 14. In the latter the trembling 
was "a trembling from God" (N.T.). It was a trembling 
of their enemies, as God rolled the mist of confusion 
over them, and they began to destroy each other. Here, 
alas, it is God's people who have forgotten God-turned 
away from their God-and are reaping the bitter fruits 
of their backsliding as they fear, and tremble, and hide 
away from the enemy, and in spite of their self-chosen 
king. Truly it is a lamentable picture! 

But it is just here, when things are so dark and hopeless 
-when the three companies of Philistine spoilers arc
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robbing and carrying all before them, and no swords or 
spears found in the hands of the Israelites except Saul 
and Jonathan. Deprived of their very weapons, and thus 
practically helpless and hopeless (chap. 13. 19-22); it 
is just then that this devoted man of faith steps once more 
to the front. He confers not with the king who "sat 
under a pomegranate tree in the uttermost part of Gibeah" 
(nature's shade). He seeks not the counsel of the warriors 
who had previously helped him against the garrison at 
Geba. His whole soul is moved at the state of things in 
Israel. He sees not the Philistines in their numerical 
strength. He sees them only as "these uncircumcised," 
and remembers that "there is no restraint in the Lord to 
save by many or by few" (chap. 14. 6). He can give 
victory to one as easily as to a great army; and, possibly, 
Jonathan remembered the word, "One of you shall 
chase a thousand," and thus the Philistine hosts are 
nothing in the light of the power of God, if it is His 
will to save. It was thus Jonathan reasoned and 
encouraged himself and his armour-bearer. 

And thus it is, dear brethren, that faith ever looks 
and reasons. The man of God is not blind or oblivious 
to the power arrayed against him. He sees it, he knows 
it, he is fully aware of its vastness and greatness; but 
he looks up to God. He takes in the fact that God is 
almighty, and greater than all the powers that can be 
arrayed against Him, and he trusts Him. Is it modem 
Philistines who seek to rob us of what God has given us 
in Christ? We turn to the Word, and say, "For ever, 
0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in Heaven." Nothing can 
change it, and we hold it fast spite of all the wiles or 
power of the enemy to compel us to give it up. Our 
heavenly portion is the object of the enemy's attack still; 
and he would seek to get us to give it up and get us down 
to the level of the world, and so worldly that we become 
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practically servants to the Philistines and useless for God. 
How true it is, that the more worldly a Christian is, the 
more useless for God he is. 

Then we see the way Jonathan and his armour-bearer 
took to reach these Philistines. They climbed up between 
steep rocks on their hands and feet. Ah, brethren, that 
has a moral lesson for us. We can only reach our foes 
to overcome them, or do the work of our God, by getting 
low down before Him. These two men of faith could not 
get up by nature's ordinary method to the battle-ground. 
They could neither walk, nor run, nor rush on their foes 
till they had passed the sharp rocks. They had to climb 
up. Hard and painful work lay before them first, and 
then victory was assured them. 

And so must it be with us to-day. Do we expect 
God to work for us in any special way, or use us to the 
deliverance and blessing of those around us? Be sure 
there are sharp rocks on either side to hinder us
difficulties which must be surmounted-hindrances which 
must be overcome, and Satan knows how to pile then1 
up and make them sharp and cutting. It is over these we 
must pass ere the victory can be gained, and we can only 
get past them on our hands and knees as it were-low 
down before God, in the place of dependence, and in the 
path of obedience. In the recognition and confession of 
our own nothingness, helplessness, and unworthiness, and 
His Almightiness so that all the glory may be His. It is 
when we have reached that place and state we give Him 
room to work, and then He lays hold of us and uses us 
for blessing to others. Brethren, we must be praying 
men. 

It is very beautiful to see the effects of Jonathan's 
action. As soon as the enemy began smiting each 
other, and it became apparent that God had undertaken 
Israel's en.use, we read, "The Hebrews that were with 
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the Philistines before that time . . . turned to be with 
the Israelites that were with Saul and Jonathan." They 
are not called Israelites, but Hebrews-they had left 
their land and their people. These poor backsliders, 
who had recrossed the Jordan and identified themselves 
with the enemy and lost their very name, were now restored 
and turned against their erstwhile friends. Then the poor, 
timid Israelites (not Hebrews) who had hidden away in 
their fear and inability to meet the enemy, "even they 
followed hard after them in the battle" (vv. 21-23). 
"So the Lord saved Israel that day," just as He had 
done some four centuries before, when He brought them 
out of Egypt and through the Red Sea to Himself. The 
battle was the Lord's. 

This, to me, is a lovely picture. God ever honours 
faith. What an encouragement to us, brethren! Then 
look at the moral effect of this victory on the rest, it is 
really wonderful. Let God begin a revival and save souls 
in response to the faith of one or more devoted hearts 
and you will see it work out just the same as we have 
it here. You will see how it affects others. The poor 
backsliders who have gone off down into the world among 
the Philistines, they hear of the work of God and are 
affected and get restored. They had given up their 
profession, and were no longer recognised as Christians, 
but the life was there though buried, and it responds to 
the gracious work of God by His Spirit and there is 
restoration. Have we not seen it, dear brethren? 

Then think of the poor, timid, nervous, frightened 
souls who hide themselves away, fearful of making a 
profession of being on the Lord's side-daring not to 
say they are saved-backed up by Satan with all manner 
of excuses, "even they also" get strengthened, and 
cleared, and able to take decided ground and follow 
openly and publicly those who are decidedly on the Lord's 
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side. It is really amazing to see how it works out in a 
time of revival, and the picture is certainly a very accurate 
one. 

If the moral effects of Saul's declension are seen in 
chapter 13, the blessed results of Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer's faith and courage are seen in chapter 14. 
0 that God, dear brethren, may give to each and all 
of us more of that quiet confidence in Himself, and that 
determination to go on whether others will or not. May 
He let us see His hand working with us in mighty, soul
saving power; then we shall have the joy of seeing the 
other results following, and we shall rejoice with a 
rejoicing Heaven in the joy of a happy God. 
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David's V.C. and D.C.M. Men 

(2 SAMUEL 23) 

EVERY now and again we read in the newspapers of 
men who have been awarded, and have received, the 
"Victoria Cross," or the "Distinguished Conduct Medal" 
at the hands of His Majesty the King, for conspicuous 
bra very on land or sea ; and our hearts are thrilled as 
we read of their deeds of valour, which have earned 
the decoration. In such an awful and prolonged war 
as this, where heroic deeds are constantly being performed 
by brave men, very many who well deserve such special 
recognition will never get it here. Not all who deserve 
it get it; and probably, in course of time, there will even 
be one or two more occupants of Westminster Abbey as 
the result of it. All honour to the devoted men both on 
land and sea, decorated or not, known or unknown, who 
have "done their bit" for King and Country! 

I was struck afresh recently while musing on 
2 Samuel 23, with the fact that history is constantly 
repeating itself, and that human nature is ever the 
same all the world over, and will be till the end. It 
showed itself in the past just as it does to-day. We 
see this in the record of David's "mighty men." There 
we have David's "Westminster Abbey," and the 
monuments and tablets recording the brief records of 
the valiant deeds of his V.C. 's and his D.C.:M. 's of 
glorious memory I and the names of those who "deserve 
honourable mention I" 

God might have allowed all that to pass away into 
oblivion as being that which would only minister to 
the pride of man. But, no I l-Ie has allowed it to be 
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recorded, and passed on to us enshrined in the pages 
of Holy vVrit, in order to stimulate our faith and love 
to Him who is "Great David's greater Son," and our 
beloved Saviour; and who, unlike the fallen, failing 
children of men, never forgets one devoted act done for 
Him, and will never allow it to go unrecognised and 
unrewarded. Not one deserved decoration will ever 
be withheld when the time comes for the rewards in 
His Kingdom. Nor will the deeds for which they will 
be given be merely those that man might see and applaud. 
No! no! The "cup of cold water" given in His Name; or 
the sympathetic word or deed ministered in the hour of 
sorrow, and trial, and distress, all will come to light then 
-all will find its reward then, from the smallest to the
greatest deeds done for Him. The judgment seat of Christ
will be where and when it will take place; and the hand of
the blessed Lord Himself will bestow the rewards.
Blessed for ever be His peerless Person and Name!

We come down the stream of time to New Testament 
days, and once more see the Spidt of God, through 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, calling attention, 
as a stimulant to our faith, to some of God's "worthies," 
beginning with Abel, then to Patriarchs; and Moses the 
leader; and judges, and kings, and prophets, and sufferers, 
and martyrs, till at last he has to say, "the time would 
fail me to tell" of the mighty acts of one and another. 
All were God's "mighty men." And now that they are 
gone, leaving us their glorious examples, God has put up 
His monument, as it were, over all their graves, and 
written His epitaph on it-"Of whom the world was 
not worthy I" What an honour! Yet in His grace 
He has since added to their numbers, in order that 
sinful men might listen to their teaching, follow their 
faith, and inherit their blessings. And so we can, in 
imagination, walk up and down the new wing of God's 
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"\,Vestminster Abbey" and see the honourable names 
of many more, such as Luther, Whitefield, Wesley, and 
many others right up to date, too numerous to mention, 
but not one ever forgotten by Him, however unknown to 
us l Nor must we omit that name-alas! often forgotten 
by us notwithstanding-of him whom the Lord styles 
"Antipas, My faithful martyr," who was slain where 
Satan's throne is (Rev. 2. 13). What a comfort! and 
what an encouragement l 

I confess I like to walk through David's "Westminster 
Abbey" and view his V.C. and D.C.M. men, as I call 
them. There's something fascinating about them l You 
seem to breathe the invigorating atmosphere, and inhale 
a glorious and Divine stimulus; and your hand grasps 
with a tighter grip "the sword of the Spirit," while you 
put down your foot with a vigorous, God-given deter
mination to "stand" by the grace of God; and "hold 
fast;" and "contend earnestly" for every divinely-given 
blessing. 

Just think of the glorious deeds of "Adino the Eznite," 
V. C., and his fellows! One speaks thus reverently, God
knows! though in this free and easy way of those "mighty
1nen of valour!" And one feels sure that, had such
decorations been bestowed "for valour" in those days, as
is done to-day, those glorious men would have won them
and worn them.

Look again at David's "first three "-Adino the Eznite 
-Eleazar the Ahohite-and Shammah the Hararite !
V.C. 's all three of them! Each one worthy of that
highest and most-coveted decoration for a British soldier
to-day. Let us pin them on their breasts, and lift our
hats to them, and emulate their devoted service to their
king and country l

Think of Adino lifting his spear against eight hundred 
of the enemy (or over three hundred, if eight hundred is a 
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mistake, see 1 Chron. 11. 11) whom he slew at one time. 
Is it not marvellous ? And think too of Eleazar slaying 
the Philistines till his hand was so weary that he could 
not loosen it from the sword he was using! Then the 
glorious stand that Shammah made among the lentiles. 
One holds one's breath as one reads the account! What 
a stimulus for faith to-day! 

It is very striking to note the difference in the accounts 
given in 2 Samuel 23 and 1 Chronicles 11. Samuel gives 
the history from the human side-man's side. Chronicles 
gives it from the Divine side-God's side. Samuel gives 
us the names of the "first three," Chronicles only gives 
us the names of two out of the three-Shammah is omitted. 
Then both accounts mention three mighty men as breaking 
through the host of the Philistines to draw water from 
the well of Bethlehem for David to drink, in answer to 
his expressed desire; yet only two of them are named
Abishai and Benaiah. Why? Could it be that the 
third man was guilty of some act which spoiled his 
record, and so he is passed over in silence in the place 
where we should have expected to see his name? Who 
knows! Many men do great things in their lives, and 
mar them at the close and pass out in silence. We need 
to be preserved and keep devoted all the way through. 
"Hold Thou me up and I shall be safe." 

Then again, can it be that, after all, this third man 
is not to be forgotten altogether ; and if he cannot be 
named in connection with that glorious deed when the 
other two are named, yet we are told who it was in an 
indirect way in 1 Chronicles 12. 4. "Ismaiah the 
Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over 
the thirty. " It certainly seems so. 

Samuel tells us only of Eleazar's great exploit-of 
his part in it. But Chronicles informs us he was with 
David when he did it; and that the people had gone, 

D 
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and they were left alone, and the two set themselves 
in the midst of a plot of barley which the Philistines 
were anxious to get, and defended it. It is the acts 
of David's mighty men that are being recorded, not the 
acts of David himself, so Eleazar and his act is prominent 
in Samuel-the side light as to David comes in in 
Chronicles, as I have said. 

I must confess, however, I have a great admiration 
for that splendid man "Shammah," V.C. ! I don't 
say his deed was better, or more valuable and praise
worthy than the other two-evidently David did not 
think so. But I look at him as valuing that patch as 
God-given sustenance-as something from God, and 
he would defend it to the death, if needs be, on behalf 
of those for whom it had been given. It is one thing 
to make victorious raids and defeat the enemy; it is another 
to find yourself deserted and left alone to face the foe and 
defend what God has given. The first has the enemy in 
view-the other has God in view, and what He in His 
grace has given to His people for food, and which they are 
responsible, if they value it, to defend. Each act is 
altogether in its place and setting, no doubt, but there is a 
different shading to each, and ·which appeals to us in that 
way. 

Shammah saw that foraging troop of Philistines come 
into view, and knew, as he saw the people flee in their 
terror (showing how little they cared for the lentiles), 
that he must count on God alone, and stand for that food, 
as he did it. Methinks I see that set look on his face 
as he steadies himself for the attack. Shammah was with 
God, and fought before God, and God was looking on, 
and guiding him in every blow, and in every twist and 
turn, till the last man fell-then it could be said, "the 
Lord had wrought a great victory. " 

Have these cases nothing to say to us Christians? 
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Are they merely a relation of interesting historical 
facts? Surely not I They speak to us in typical 
language, no doubt, but none the less real, of trusts 
committed to us to defend. They remind us of 
faithless professors who flee at the approach of the 
enemy-or of true, but timid, souls whose fear over
comes them and they flee-of victorious raids against 
the enemy, and call upon us in faith and simple-hearted 
confidence to "earnestly contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints." They encourage our hearts 
and stimulate our faith. All this, and much more, may 
we gather from the records of these "mighty men." 

Let us think for a moment of that glorious New 
Testament Shammah, who could say in the midst of 
dark days, "all they which are in Asia be turned away 
from me" (2 Tim. 1. 15). Nor do we think they were 
mere empty professors either: but the testimony was too 
exacting and narrow for them; they could not rise up to it, 
and so left this mighty Shammah alone. Hear him 
again, "Demas hath forsaken me" (chap. 4. 10). And 
yet again, "At my first answer no man stood with me; 
but all men forsook me" (v. 16). But he could add, 
"Nevertheless the Lord stood with me, and strengthened 
me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion" (v. 17). 

Is not that a lovely picture? Do we not here behold 
a true Shammah? a real V.C. hero! There he stands 
alone ! forsaken by all I bold as a lion ! prepared to die if 
needs be. Listen to his bold, confident language in his 
God. He has no question as to the issue right on to the 
end of his fight, and so can say: "And the Lord shall 
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me 
unto His heavenly Kingdom; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever, Amen" (v. 18). Is it not glorious? 
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How one longs to be true, real, spiritual Adinos, 
and Eleazars, and Shammahs, burning with zeal for 
our beloved Master's interests, or like the second three 
of David's "mighty men"-whom we may well style 
his D.C.M. men-consumed with a love and devotedness 
for our blessed Lord, that leads us to obey His longing 
desire, and enables us to break through every opposition 
of the enemy to gratify His heart. Or, if unable to be 
such mighty men as they, or do such mighty deeds as they; 
to be true, steadfast, devoted souls in the positions where 
our lot is cast, and thus be "worthy of honourable 
mention," like the thirty, from the lips of our gracious 
Lord and Master. 

0 that the Lord would put a deeper sense of His love 
into our hearts, and get us close to Himself, and give 
us to be "filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" 
(Col. 1. 9-11). Nothing but real affection of heart for 
Christ Himself will ever avail for this. May He work 
it in us! 
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David in the Valley and in the 
Cave 

THE life of David is both interesting and instructive. 
Not only is he a type of the Lord Jesus, but his history 
is also that of saints of God to-day in their failures and 
successes, their joys and sorrows, their faith and their 
falls ; therefore precious lessons may be learnt, and 
much encouragement found in meditating on any part of it. 

There are some bright scenes in that life which 
stand out, and tower above others like mountain peaks 
above the surrounding landscape. To two of those 
scenes I wish to briefly draw the reader's attention. 
(I) David in the valley of Elah (1 Sam. 17). (2) 
David in the cave of Adullam (I Sam. 22). In the 
first he is seen as the victor. He conquers the giant 
and delivers his people. In the second he is seen as 
the centre of gathering to whom "the distressed,

,, 

"the debtors,
,, 

and "the discontented
,, 

(or bitter of 
spirit) find their way to become devoted followers, :fighters, 
and friends of the despised and outcast David. And 
we might add another scene, a third, to fill the picture, 
and view him on the throne recounting his worthies and 
their deeds of valour, which, in some instances at least, 
and in modem parlance, won their "Victoria Crosses,

,, 

though space forbids our taking up this last. 
The valley scene is a well-known one. David is seen 

there in weakness before the eyes of men, with his 
sling and five smooth stones out of the brook, and on 
his way to meet the giant, Goliath of Gath, having 
discarded the armour o(_Saul. What could, humanly 
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speaking, be more foolish than to attempt to meet such 
a foe in such a way? To human eyes it was not merely 
weakness, but sheer madness. To the eye of faith, 
however, David is seen in the energy of faith and Divine 
strength, with all the power of Jehovah, "the God of 
the armies of Israel," behind him, and there could not 
be a doubt as to the issue. What sublime yet simple 
confidence in God is here seen in David. What a lesson 
for saints of God in this day I 

We can easily imagine the conflicting emotions 
which must have passed through the minds and hearts 
of the thoughtful and interested spectators that day 
when they saw David go forth to meet the giant. 
Anxious as to the result they must have been as David 
"ran to meet the Philistine" (1 Sam. 17. 48). Would 
he succeed? or would he be slain ? Hope would spring 
up when they saw the giant as "he fell on his face to the 
earth, " the result of David's well aimed stone (v. 49). 
But certainty, assurance filled them when they saw David 
draw the giant's sword and cut off his head ,vith it (v. 51); 
and with delirious joy and energy they pursued the 
Philistines and spoiled them of their wealth (vv. 52, 53). 

Surely this has a voice for any and all in connection 
with the true David, our Lord Jesus Christ, who met 
the giant at Calvary and "annulled him that had the 
power of death, that is the Devil; and delivered them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage" (Heb. 2. 14, 15). The work is done! The 
foe is conquered I Jesus is the Victor! Behold Him 
in resurrection ! Hear Him saying "I am He that liveth 
and became dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore. 
Amen ; and have the keys of death and of Hades" 
(Rev. I. 18). He has taken those keys from Satan. 
And just as David slew the giant with his own sword, so 
Jesus has taken Satan's weapon, death, and conquered 
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him with it by dying on the Cross. God-given certainty, 
Divine assurance, is the portion of every soul who sees a 
risen Christ in the glory of God and trusts Him. It is 
neither anxiety, nor hope, but absolute certainty. But 
I will not dwell any longer on this well-known, and 
oft-told tale, precious as it is, but turn to the second of 
these scenes. 

David in the Cave. 

What a wonderful scene opens before us here, packed 
and pressed down tight into two verses (1 Sam. 22. 1, 2). 
Here's a man who has been chosen by God, and anointed 
as King over Israel; of whom it was said, "I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, who 
shall fulfil all My will" (Acts 13. 22)-a man who had slain 
the giant and delivered the people, yet we see him, not 
on the throne where he should have been, but in the cave, 
a fugitive, and hunted for his life by Saul. He is the 
deliverer of chapter 17, and has titles to the throne as 
seen in chapter 16; but he is rejected as yet and fleeing 
from Saul for his life (chap. 22. I). What a picture of the 
Lord Jesus ! How truly we may sing as we do-

"Our Lord is now rejected, 
And by the world disowned; 

By the many still neglected, 
And by the few enthroned ; 

But soon He' 11 come in glory, 
The hour is drawing nigh, 

For the crowning day is coming, 
By and by." 

Here and thus it is we see David as the centre of 
gathering. There he stands, alone in that cave with 
the sword of Goliath by his side (chap. 21. 9). At 
that moment his soul is bowed down with his trouble. 
What his feelings were at that time we learn from 
Psalm 142, when he "poured out his complaint," and 
showed the Lord "his trouble," as he felt "left alone," 
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and "refuge failed him!" Then his faith gains strength 
and he rises above it all and says, "Thou art my refuge 
and my portion in the land of the living. " The sun 
seems to burst out upon him afresh as it were, and he 
feels relieved and strengthened. Then as he walks to 
the entrance of the cave, he suddenly sees a small company 
of people coming towards his hiding place ; and as they 
approach nearer his heart leaps with joy and praise to 
God for the answer to his prayer; for in that company 
he recognises "his brethren and all his father's house. " 

How gracious on the part of God ! How cheering 
to David! Here they were, coming "thither to him." 
There was an object that attracted them and that brought 
them from their homes to the cave; and that object was 
David. Is it not a lovely picture of what is going on in 
a small way to-day, if we put Jesus instead of David? 
Souls are gathering themselves "unto Him.

,, 

Fine specimens of men were these brethren of his ! 
So goodly in their outward appearance that Samuel 
was deceived at first when he went to anoint David to be 
king (chap. 16). Ah! God knew their hearts, though 
Samuel evidently did not I and we, too, are allowed to 
know their hearts in chapter 17, when David goes down 
with his father's presents to them at the seat of war, 
when their anger and envy are raised against him, and he 
is charged with "pride and naughtiness, " and curiosity 
"to see the battle." How like the treatment the Lord 
Jesus received when "He came unto His o,vn and His own 
received Him not" (John 1. 11). They were willing 
enough to receive the blessings He brought, but not 
Himself! 

What a change then must have come over those 
splendid men for them to be found coming to the cave 
to David! Yes. They had seen him do what they 
could not do themselves-meet and slay the giant, and 
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learnt their own littleness in comparison to David, and 
doubtless their hearts had been won; and here we see 
them coming to him in the cave, manifesting their 
acknowledgment of him as their deliverer, and swearing 
allegiance to him as their king and captain. It is 
wonderful the mighty change the grace of God can make 
in the human soul; and those know it best who have 
experienced it. These men might have stayed with 
Saul in the army; they preferred to throw in their lot 
with David in the cave, and "they went down thither 
to him." 

But not only did they come; there were others like
wise who found their way to the cave. Not out of love 
for the cave we may be sure, but out of love to David. 
"They gathered themselves unto him." A motley 
crew they were, but they had come to the right place 
and the right person, and David knew how to train 
them when he became their captain, so that they became 
followers to be proud of. So much so, that subsequently 
when he came to the throne he could "recount his worthies" 
with pleasure, and tell us of the deeds of some of his 
"Victoria Cross" heroes when he stood and watched them 
put their lives in their hand and break through the host 
of the Philistines to draw water for their beloved chief 
(1 Chron. 1 I. 15-19). 

Just think of the sort of characters who came to him 
at that time! Those who were "in distress," and "in 
debt," and "discontented." But it mattered not; they 
came to David, and that settled everything else. They 
came to God's man. They changed from_ Saul to David. 
The service of the former had become distasteful, and at 
last hateful to them. They had become "distressed" 
in it. Others had got into "debt" in it. Others were 
in "bitterness of soul" (margin) in it. But all alike, 
whatever their state, felt drawings towards David; and 
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these drawings became more and more pronounced until 
at last they felt themselves compelled to break away 
from it all and flee to David, and "they gathered them
selves unto him, and he became a captain over them.

,, 

They were his henceforth to command. 
Is it not a beautiful picture? Outside of everything 

and gathered to David! And that which began with 
a few-"his brethren and his father's house"-swelled 
into "about four hundred men," then subsequently 
into six hundred, and at last into a mighty army. I 
think it is beautiful to follow such a history and then 
see its counterpart in the New Testament. 

What then is its application to us to-day? It is two
fold surely. First, we may see how poor, wretched, 
lost, and undone sinners, finding their way to Jesus 
with all their needs, and fears, and exercises, and 
distresses, in response to His "Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest" (Matt. 11. 28), changed their attitude, and place, 
and master, and place themselves under the command 
of the mighty Victor and Deliverer from sin and Satan. 
Then they find salvation from the penalty of their sins, 
and security for time and eternity through that blessed 
One who "death by dying slew," and a happy blessed 
service as they take His yoke and learn of Him. 

What encouragement for any poor sinner to come 
to Jesus to-day. Discontented, or in bitterness of soul 
in the service of sin and Satan; in debt to God through 
unfulfilled responsibilities; and in distress at the direful 
and awful consequences, they are shut up in helplessness 
and hopelessness, and their only resource is to flee to 
Christ as those needy ones fled to David, and He will give 
pardon and peace here and now, and paradise hereafter. 

Then, again, we may see how Christ is the centre of 
gathering for all true-hearted, whole-hearted and devoted 
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saints to-day. In this connection we may consider the 
position that David occupied at that time. He was not 
in the midst of the kingdom and its activities; he was 
in the cave in rejection-"outside the camp," so to speak; 
and all who were loyal to him "gathered themselves 
together unto him." The kingdom with Saul at its 
head went on as usual, but the heart that beat true to 
David, and was in the mind of God about David, gathered 
to him in the cave, and he became their captain. 

What a picture this is of the position of Jesus to-day! 
Disowned by the mass of Christians, except as their 
Saviour, they are satisfied to go on with a worldly 
religion, ignoring the thoughts of God about His Son, 
and ignorant of the power that gathers to His Son. 
Jesus is "outside the camp" (Heb. 13), and true hearts 
gather to Him there. They leave all the sectarianism 
and worldly religion of the camp, and go forth "unto 
Him, bearing His reproach." This is the true Christian 
position to-day, and the one that yields joy to the heart 
of Christ, as He sees souls willing to share His rejection 
and disown everything that displaces Him. Oh I that 
more had heart to take it; they would have His support 
and encouragement. 

Look back and think what a power for testimony 
and for good brethren were in early days, when there 
was a clean cut from everything of an ecclesiastical 
nature which had not a "thus saith the Lord" for its 
support, and a gathering "unto His Name" (Matt. 18. 20), 
satisfied with Himself, His Spirit, and His Word! Alas! 
how has "the fine gold become dim." Love to Christ, and 
obedience to His authority have become conspicuous by 
their absence. "Thou hast left thy first love" may well 
be written in large capitals over the mass of Assemblies 
to-day, and instead of the cave with its rejection, but 
with its glorious Captain, it has become more "the city" 
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with its unscriptural, and in some cases, its apostate 
surroundings, and with it the loss of all true power, 
testimony and blessing. 

What then is the remedy? Simply to get back again 
to the cave and its Captain "outside the camp," and 
"unto Him," and there lay ourselves afresh at His blessed 
feet in humiliation and confession, and once more let 
Him have full control of spirit, soul, and body. 
Occupation with Him, will produce love to Him, and 
service for Him. May it be ours to do this "till He 
come." 
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David in Trouble 

(1 CHRONICLES 21) 

PooR David! He was often in trouble! Not merely 
from enemies without, but from his own heart within. 
"A deceived heart turned him aside" very often, and 
led him into paths and practices which not only caused 
him trouble, but brought it on others as well; just as 
we ourselves do to-day, spite of the warnings which 
his mistakes set before us. Yet even then, he was not 
beyond the help of an ever-gracious God who has said, 
"Call on Me in the day of trouble and I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Psa. 50. 15). So that 
the heart of the saint, however deep down and over
whelmed with sorrow, can find God even there, and 
wail out to Him its need, and quietly and patiently 
wait for His answer; and David learnt this in his troubles. 

The worst of it is, that when we start off on that road 
we very often take so many others with us v1ho need 
not have been there. The innocent have to suffer with 
the guilty. Not only so, but it increases our anguish 
of heart to find we have tortured so many others to gratify 
ourselves. The history of David's sin which brought 
him the trouble, as recorded in 1 Chronicles 21, shows 
how much he realised this. It is pitiful to hear him; yet 
beautiful to see him on his face, clothed with sackcloth
the proper place and attitude of one who had so deeply 
sinned-a real, genuine penitent, taking guilt to himself, 
and seeking to shield his suffering people on whose heads 
he had brought such misery. Listen to him !-

" And David said unto God, Is it not I that commanded 
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the people to be numbered? Even I it is that have sinned 
and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have 
they done? Let Thine hand, I pray Thee, 0 Lord my 
God, be on me, and on my father's house: but not on Thy 
people, that they should be plagued" (v. 17). How deep, 
and real, and genuine, was David's repentance and 
confession. And how speedily God responded to it, not 
merely in staying the progress of the judgment, but in 
giving light and instruction, so that the sword might not 
only be stayed, but sheathed, and righteously sheathed. 
Sovereign grace had stayed it when it was slaying (v. 15). 
Now, in answer to David's repentance and confession, 
instruction is given as to what the holiness of God required, 
and where the altar was to be set up, so that on the ground 
of sacrifice offered and accepted the sword might be 
sheathed (v. 27). 

It is very beautiful to see from all this how God takes 
occasion by our very failures and troubles (while He marks 
His displeasure on account of them), not only to bring 
further and fuller blessings to us-"grace upon grace"
but to further His own purposes for the display of His own 
glory. And thus we see David's sin and trouble brought 
to light the spot where the house of God was to be built. 
And though he was not permitted to build it, he was 
allowed to build his altar and offer sacrifices of burnt 
offerings and peace offerings on the very spot where the 
temple altar was to stand, as well as make provision in 
view of the house being built (see chap. 22). Surely all 
this was great favour from God! 

There are many, and varied, and wonderful lessons 
in this account of David's sin, with its sad beginning 
and its beautiful ending. If we frame it in its Gospel 
setting, and hang it up as a Gospel photograph, it rivets 
our gaze by the perfection of its details, and its marvellous 
display of the grace of God. Human sin met by Divine 
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judgment and the sword seen slaying (v. 15). Then 
Sovereign grace, acting from itself, and for itself, seen 
in the sword stayed and suspended at the word "It is 
enough, stay now thy hand" -(v. 15). And lastly, the 
sacrifice offered and accepted, and consequently, "the 
sword righteously sheathed" (v. 27). Truly, it is 
wonderful! 

Or, if, on the other hand, we view it from a Christian 
standpoint, and frame it as a picture of the fall, repentance, 
and restoration of a child of God to-day, it is equally 
beautiful as we have already seen. We get into trouble 
in our own way, and it is easily done; but we only get out 
in God's way, if we get out at all. "Pride goeth before 
destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall" 
(Prov. 16. 18); and that was the beginning of David's 
sin. Very often it is the beginning of our own. We 
need ever to be on our guard against the wiles of the Devil; 
and praying, "Hold Thou me up and I shall be safe." 
Not otherwise. And if, through unwatchfulness, we do 
fall, Confession, Contrition, and Return is God's high road 
for fallen saints to travel in order to reach Restoration, 
Communion, and Joy. The Lord keep us all. And keep 
us happy in the sense of His love till we find ourselves 
in His blessed presence for ever I 
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David's Last Words 

(2 SAMUEL 23. 1-7) 

"Now these be the last words of David." Not, of 
course, the last words he ever uttered, but the last of 
his inspired utterances, I take it, and all the more 
important and worthy of consideration because of being 
his last. We value last words of friends who have 
departed. Vi/e linger over them, and delight to repeat 
them, and pass them on. How much more then this 
last inspired utterance of "the man after God's own 
heart;'' or the last words of David's Son and 
David's Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ, as recorded in 
the New Testament. What a wealth of blessing there 
is in them! 

Take the first verse, which presents to us the man 
himself: "David the son of Jesse said. " Here we are 
reminded of his origin. He was not of royal descent, or 
"born king of the Jews." No. He was simply the 
youngest and unconsidered of Jesse's sons, the keeper 
of the sheep (1 Sam. 16)-a sinful man in himself, having 
no link with God by nature, and who needed to be brought 
through grace to know God, to love God, and to serve God; 
three things that are absolutely necessary for every human 
being if they are to be happy with God here and hereafter; 
and these three things are the result of the operation 
of God's Holy Spirit in the conscience and heart. Divine 
light streams in-"The entrance of Thy Word giveth 
light" (Psa. 119); and faith abandons self and lays hold 
on God for blessing. 

There is such a beautiful simplicity in these last 
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words, one cannot help lingering over them. There 
is no ignoring, or hiding, or fear of exposing his origin ; 
he is simply "David the son of Jesse.

,, 
He was not the 

son and heir of a king, as I have said; but he was destined 
to be the progenitor of kings; and through him was to 
come the One who as man is to be "King of kings and 
Lord of lords"-the just Ruler of whom all this description 
in verse 4 will be true in the day when He sits upon the 
throne and all is accomplished according to the purpose, 
and by the grace and power of God. 

The very next sentence discovers this to us. It 
makes known he was "the man who was raised up on 
high. " He did not raise himself on high. It was 
God's grace, God's work. We know not when that 
grace first visited that shepherd lad, but we do know 
it did so, and wrought mightily in him too. Listen 
to God's message through Na than in chapter 7: "I took 
thee from the sheepfolds . . . to be ruler over My people. 
And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest ... and 
have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the 
great men that are in the earth." Could David be raised 
higher than that on earth ? From the sheepfolds to the 
throne! What a step up! "Friend, come up higher," 
God had said to the shepherd lad whose education had been 
given him in obscurity in his conflicts with the lion and 
the bear, and his consequent increasing confidence in 
the God of Israel. 

What a lovely reminder we here find of Him who 
"humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the Cross,,, and who has been "raised
up on high.

,, 
How high? "Far above all principality, 

and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world but also in that which 
is to come" (Eph. 1). "Angels, authorities, and powers 
being made subject unto Him" (1 Peter 3). What a 

E 
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moment for the earth-rejected One when those gates of 
Heaven were opened wide, and Jesus passed through the 
ranks of those myriads of angels and took His place on 
His father's throne! Well may our hearts bow Jo,v 
before Him in adoring worship. 

But there is still more to be said of the son of Jesse. 
He was "the appointed of the God of Jacob." Surely 
this is "grace upon grace." "The God of Jacob." 
What a reminder ! The man who was a deceiver, and 
a supplanter, whose crooked ways made him so despicable. 
And yet, though he was all that, and much more, God 
in His grace pursued him, and blessed him, and triumphed 
over all his natural crookedness, and left the halting 
Jacob at the end of his days a "worshipper leaning upon 
the top of his staff. " And here we see Jacob's God coming 
in grace and laying hold on one who was as devoid of 
claim naturally as was Jacob, and pouring the anointing 
oil on his head and marking him off in pure grace as the 
king for the throne. "I have provided Me a king among 
his sons" said God to Samuel when He sent to Jesse's 
house to find David (1 Sam. 16). Jacob's God was 
David's God. 

Then there is still another thing that characterised 
him: he was the "sweet psalmist of Israel;" the man 
who was used of God to voice the prayers, praises, and 
confidences of His people. No service of song had been 
instituted in the wilderness under Moses. Moses 
represents the system or age of law, and no singing is 
possible under that order of things; it is a "yoke of 
bondage" which ends in groans. It needed their en trance 
into the land of their possessions, and the man after 
God's own heart on the throne, and "rest round about," 
and then the Spirit of God can institute and give voice 
to the praises of His people by their leader and king. 

Such then is David as here set before us in this first 
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verse, in his origin-in his exalted position-in his 
royalty and power given him by the God of Jacob-and 
as the author and leader of the praises of His people. 

"The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His Word 
was in my tongue" says David. Did he make a mistake, 
or lie in saying that, as some would have us believe? 
By no means. He was led of the Holy Ghost to utter 
these "last words." What a real thing Divine inspiration 
is, spite of the rationalism of so-called Christian teachers 
to-day. See, too, how this last utterance of his is char
acterised. It is the Spirit's Word-what the God of 
Israel said-giving us the \Vord of the Rock of Israel. 
How important it therefore is. It is of no mere human 
utterance; but the human vessel held for use by the Holy 
Ghost, and God's ideal of a ruler given through him; and 
that revelation operating in the heart and mind of David 
so that we see his last thoughts and feelings formed 
and expressed by it ; and how he still grasped and clung 
to the promises of a faithful God, and saw his own seed 
in that promised Messiah-the just Ruler among men, 
with all the blessed fruits of that to all over whom He will 
reign. His advent to take possession of His Kingdom is 
described as "like the light of the morning" at sunrise, 
and not a cloud to obscure a ray of it. Is it not beautiful? 
And the result of it, like the tender grass springing up 
after the refreshing rain in response to the light and 
warmth of it. 

How exceedingly beautiful the symbolism, and how 
gloriously it will be fulfilled when He of whom it 
figuratively speaks shall appear in His Kingdom and 
glory on earth, and for His earthly people in the day 
that is to come. Observe, it is "sunrising." "The 
Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His 
wings" (Mal. 4). It is Israel's hope. Ours is "the 
Bright and Morning Star" (Rev. 22), seen at its loveliest 
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and brightest before sunrise. May that hope fill our 
hearts. 

Such a ruler then "must be just, ruling in the fear 
of God." No other will suit God. But David was 
sorrowfully conscious that "his house was not so with 
God." It had not as yet produced one to answer to 
that high standard, not even in Solomon. Failure, 
alas! had been seen both in David himself and after
wards in his sons; but his heart forgot not the promise 
given him when he "sat before the Lord" and received 
those Divine communications to which he had put his 
Amen in chapter 7, and he clung to them still. The 
covenant was "an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and sure," and made by a faithful God. And 
though He had not as yet made it to grow, David's faith 
looked forward to the time when it would be accomplished, 
and the King and the I{ingdom would be seen established 
according to the purpose and promise of God ; and that 
King "of the seed of David according to the flesh," and 
everything else and every one else connected with Belial 
destroyed for ever. 

Thus the man, chosen, anointed, and exalted at the 
first, finishes his course ,vith the purpose and the 
ever lasting covenant of the God of Israel filling his 
heart at the close. "This," he says, "is all my 
salvation, and all my desire." He has nothing else 
before him, and he knew it would be fulfilled. And so it 
will ! We only need to read Isaiah 11. 1-5 to see the 
One of whom the Spirit spake through David; and the 
rest of the chapter showing the blessing of His reign. 

Then if 2 Samuel 23 gives us the last words of David, 
it would seem as though Psalm 72 gives us the last prayer 
of David; and there we see that his soul has entered in 
the fullest way into God's expressed thought of the King 
and the Kingdon1, and we are treated to that magnificent 
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and glorious description of God's King set upon His holy 
hill of Zion (Psa. 2); and to that glorious display of 
righteous rule, and perfection of human blessing as its 
result. There is nothing like it in the whole book of 
Psalms. It is the accomplishment of the everlasting 
covenant, the climax of all David's aspirations, hopes, 
and desire, as he said : "This is all my salvation and all 
my desire." They centred in the King; they are fulfilled 
in the King-"Men blessed in Him, and all nations call 
Him blessed." And as he sees "the whole earth filled 
with His glory" and utters his "Amen and Amen," what 
else could he say or do ? There is nothing else left ; 
therefore it is added, "The prayers of David the son of 
Jesse are ended. " 

But need we wait till that day of earthly glory to 
enjoy Him? No! No! Here and now to the trusting 
soul, to the one who has true affection of heart for Christ, 
the Holy Ghost brings Him before our eyes in all His 
beauty and glory, and "the light of morning" streams 
in, awakening the songs of praise "to Him who loved us 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and made 
us kings and priests unto God and His Father, to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen" (Rev. 1). 
And His last word to us is, "Surely I come quickly." 
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Three Ways in Which we May 

Know Christ 

(1 SAMUEL 22. 20-23; LUKE 24. 13-35; JOHN 1. 35-40) 

THERE are different ways or characters, in which souls 
may know Christ. I want to notice three of these 
briefly. We have them set forth in these three passages 
of Scripture cited above. We begin of necessity with 
our needs, for, until we are beyond the danger zone, we 
cannot calmly and quietly look at other things. Vigilance 
is needed to guard against Satanic submarine surprises. 

The first picture then, is a man fleeing for his life. 
Saul, in his ruthless cruelty, had slain the priest with 
the edge of the sword in the priestly city of Nob; with 
the women and children, even the cattle, because 
Ahimilech, one of their number, had helped David in 
his need. One of Ahimilech 's sons, however, escaped 
that orgy of destruction ; and here we see Abiathar fleeing 
for his life to David. He escaped-he fled-he reached 
David, and found himself in an atmosphere of peace and 
safety, and was encouraged by the kindly and kingly 
assurance of safeguard in the future from the lips of 
David. 

How beautifully that last verse-that vignette, shall 
I call it ?-shines out on the dark background of the 
canvas, darkened by devilish cruelty and crime I It 
stands out luminous with the grace of Christ displayed 
so beautifully by David. Just look at it once more. 
Get the right perspective : and let your soul drink in 
its beauties. "Abide thou with me." Each word is a 
volume in itself, a history in four volumes, might we not 
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say? and the shortest word the largest volume ! But 
that is not all. "Fear not," said David. The darkness 
and dread have all to disappear before David's "fear 
not," and in the company of David himself. "For he 
that seeketh my life, seeketh thy life." My enemy is 
your enemy, because you are my friend. "But with me 
shalt thou be in safeguard." How beautiful! It sweeps 
away the awful, hideous past, and gilds the future with 
peace and assurance in the presence and in the service of 
David. 

Such is the picture, but what is the reality, the antitype, 
dear brethren? Who can adequately set it forth? Poor, 
guilty, helpless sinners like ourselves, fleeing from the 
oppression and cruelty of the Devil, whose aim and end 
is our eternal destruction ; and forced by our desperate 
need,.or acting on the Word of Jesus, "Come unto me ... 
and I will give you rest" (Matt. I 1. 28-30), we have fled 
for refuge to Him and found safety, and rest, and peace. 
Think, too, of the mighty deliverance He gives us! All 
the judgment has been borne by Him. God's holy and 
righteous claims have all been met by Jesus on the 
Cross when He endured the hiding of God's face and 
exhausted His righteous wrath and judgment for the 
believer. The deepest depths of misery and human 
degradation, of unfathomable sorrow and pain, were 
felt and bottomed by the adorable Son of God when 
He hung upon the Cross, "made sin for us," and treated 
as sin by a Holy God. 

Think, too, of the result of that death for God and 
for us! God glorified in all His holy nature and 
character so that He can take us, poor things, into His 
own glory in bodies of glory like His Son. Yea, it is 
positive debt on His part; and He owes it to Christ to 
do this for us because of the infinite value of His 
accomplished work. Is it not wonderful ! Satan defeated 
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-death annulled-the sinner cleansed from his sins, and
delivered from the power of sin, and brought to God
here and now in the power of a new life and nature, led
by the Holy Ghost. "The old man crucified," and
"the body of the flesh put off in the circumcision of Christ,"
while we are "new creation in Christ, ". and led along in
triumph in the power of God's Holy Spirit, with the
glory itself coming nearer day by day, to be made good
and entered at any moment by the coming of the Lord to
take us in.

All this, and how much more impossible to mention 
in a short paper, is ours, and secured to us by that blessed 
"Abide thou with Me " of the One who says likewise, 
"Abide in Me and I in you," as the only way to bring 
forth fruit for God (John 15. 4), and thus respond in some 
little way to the outgoing of His love to us. 

Our second picture, I think, needs to be set alongside 
and viewed alongside Jeremiah 14. 7-9. The one 
illuminates the other. The prophet confesses the nation's 
sin in verse 7, then says, "Thou Hope of Israel, the 
Saviour thereof in time of trouble, why wilt Thou be 
as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that 
turneth aside to tarry for a night? ... yet we are called 
by Thy Name; leave us not." In other words "Abide 
with us." 

Here in Luke 24, we see two disconsolate individuals 
who have turned their backs on Jerusalem and the 
little company of disciples who had followed Jesus, 
and are on their way home, filled with the thought 
that they had made a great mistake and been deceived 
in looking for "The Hope of Israel ; " for now their hopes 
were shattered by the death and burial of the Object of 
them. He had gone the way of all flesh, and all was 
lost. They knew not that He was risen. In such 
melancholy mood were they when "Jesus Himself drew 
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nigh and went with them" (v. 15). He was after them 
for blessing, as He will come to the godly remnant in a 
future day. 

"Art Thou only a Stranger," they asked, "and knowest 
not the things which are come to pass in Jerusalem ? " 
Ah, "their eyes were holden" and they knew Him not. 
There, beside them, walking along with them, was 
"The Hope of Israel," yet "A Stranger" still, and "a 
wayfaring Man, " whom they invited in that He might 
"turn aside and tarry for a night." Is it not a wonderful 
picture? And still to-day, He who is "the Hope of 
Israel" the Hope of His people, both heavenly and earthly 
-the Hope of every believing soul-the Hope of creation
itself (Rom. 8. 20), is still a Stranger in His own world,
and only comes into the heart that invites Him and gives
Him the key. But happy, yea, thrice happy are they who
entertain so august a Guest.

See those two as they let out their sad hearts to Him. 
And see Him as He lets out His glad heart to them. What 
an emptying! What a filling! Their folly and their 
fears all disappear before the grace and goodness of a risen 
Saviour as He corrects them, and gladdens them by the 
ministry of "the things concerning Himself," as set forth 
in Moses and the Prophets, and indeed in "all the 
Scriptures," till "their hearts burned within them" (v. 32). 
Sad hearts gave place to burning hearts. And so must it 
ever be when Jesus, like a chief musician, is handling 
the strings; richest and rarest music is produced for God 
in place of the discord from the sad and unsatisfied hearts 
of the children of men. 

But let us step on in their company a little further, 
and see how this Master of Ceremonies-this "Hope 
of Israel "-this "Stranger"-will act. Will He force 
Himself upon them and demand their hospitality? No I 
no l He will put them to the test and see if they desire 
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His company. "And He made as though He would 
have gone further" (v. 28). Not that He ,vanted to go 
further. No! no! He had reached His object. He 
had found his straying sheep, and He now waits to see if 
they are anxious to detain Him-if they value His 
company ,vith them where they are. Darkness is coming 
on. "The day is far spent." Will they invite Him to 
stay? Yes ! yes ! The gladdened and burning hearts 
felt He was "just the One" they needed for their present 
circumstances, and they constrained Him, saying, "Abide 
with us." 

He says to the terror-stricken soul fleeing from death 
and judgment, "Abide thou with iVIe-with Me thou shalt 
be in safeguard." The saved soul, realising the 
blessedness of His company in the midst of the deepening 
gloom which besets us in our circumstances and 
surroundings, says to Him, "Abide with us." Ah! 
beloved brethren, there is a deeper pathos in that verse 
we sometimes sing than is usually felt-

" Abide with me, fast falls the eventide, 
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, 0 abide with me. " 

The fast falling shades, the halting Jacobs, even where 
there is the knowledge of salvation, alike call forth 
from our lips and hearts the prayer, "Abide with me." 

How beautiful all this is I As "the Hope of Israel" 
He will come to the Remnant as here, where they are ; 
hence they say when they have got Him, "Abide with 
us." Surely, beloved brethren, it is a blessed thing to 
have the consciousness of the Lord's presence with us 
in our circumstances. How our hearts cry out to Him 
at such a time "Abide with us." But there is something 
even better than that, and that is to be with Him where 
He dwells, in His circumstances and surroundings. 
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Our third picture has a setting which makes it the 
loveliest of the three (John 1. 35-40). The two disciples 
who heard John speak, had their attention drawn to 
the Lamb of God. Another and new relationship and 
set of ideas is here introduced. It is what Jesus is to 
the heart of God-the Lamb of His own providing 
(Gen. 22. 8)-the Lamb "without blemish and without 
spot "-suitable in every way to be the sacrifice which 
shall maintain the rights of the throne, as well as provide 
the righteous outlet for the love of God's heart to fl.ow to 
others, even to guilty ones. It is the overflowings of a 
heart filled with admiration of Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
which "catches on,, with those two disciples, and "they 
followed Jesus.

,, 
It was a ministry of Christ. It pointed 

Him out, and it succeeded in its object-"they followed 
Jesus.

,, 

Observe again, it is not souls fleeing to Him for safety; 
neither is it souls seeking His company with them in 
their circumstances. It is Himself alone that fills their 
eyes and hearts, as we often sing-

"We love Thee for the glorious worth, 
Which in Thyself we see. " 

And faith and affection desire to be with Him where 
He dwells, in His circumstances, hence their question, 
"Master, where dwellest Thou?" (v. 38). He replied, 
"Come and see." And "they came and saw where He 
dwelt, and abode with Him that day" (v. 39). We 
are not told where He dwelt, nor need we be. He is 
seen in this Gospel from the commencement as the 
rejected One, yet "the only-begotten Son which is in 
the bosom of the Father." His dwelling is there, in 
that place of nearness and intimacy, and of unsullied 
light and love, out of this scene altogether; and faith 
and affection follow Him there, and enjoy Him there, 
in the power of an ungrieved Spirit. 0 that our 
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hearts might know more of this wonderful place of 
eternal love ! 

But there is another sense in which the picture may 
appeal to us, and find its fulfilment, as sometimes we 
sing-

"And O Thy grace transcending, 
Its fulness will declare; 

When Thou from high descending, 
We meet Thee in the air." 

But for that we still wait. \Ve have found out, 
and from His own lips, that He has gone back to His 
Father, and to His Father's house (John 14), and carried 
our hearts with Him to where He is, with the assurance 
that He will come again and receive us to Himself, that 
our bodies may be where our hearts are; and that is our 
hope. Thus, as the earth-rejected, but Heaven-accepted 
and glorified Lamb of God, we go to Him, where He is, 
and abide with Him there. As "the Hope of Israel," He 
comes to the Jews where they are, hence they say, "Abide 
with us." 

What wonderful unfoldings are these! Ho,v the 
"Abide thou with Me" for safety, and the "Abide Thou 
with us" for joy and comfort, with the invitation to His 
sphere of delight and love, to abide with Him there, 
moves our hearts in adoring worship of Him who is our 
Saviour, Lord, and Friend, and makes us long for the 
time when His blessed voice will be heard saying, "Arise, 
My love, My fair one, and come away," and we enter 
the Father's house to be "ever with the Lord." The 
Lord make it all more real to our hearts here and now. 
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The Sweet Incense 

IN Exodus 30. 34-38, God gives us an account of the 
sweet incense. There were to be four ingredients in its 
composition, each of them in themselves being "sweet 
spices "-"stacte, onycha, galbanum, and pure frank
incense." The peculiar and aromatic properties of each 
of these it may be impossible for us to express; but the 
moral virtue and value of each when "tempered together" 
after the art of the apothecary, according to Divine 
instruction, it would be impossible to miss. Never 
had there been anything like it before "to smell thereto." 
Never has there been anything like it since, until the 
blessed Lord came into the scene and brought into 
actuality in His Own Peerless Person that unique fragrance 
to God which the sweet incense typically set forth in the 
days when He was foreshadowing that beloved Son in 
the tabernacle of old. 

That it must have been something beyond measure 
delightful to God goes without saying, seeing it was that 
which God chose to set forth the fragrance of the moral 
glories of His Son, and intensified by the action of fire 
(judgment); and that of which each ingredient was 
absolutely perfect. 

Moreover, the cloud formed in the holiest of all on the 
day of atonement, by the incense put on the burning coals 

f 

of fire in the censer (Lev. 16. 12, 13) was not formed to 
envelope the high priest, though doubtless it did so, but 
"that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat." It 
was God's provision to surround Himself with that which 
typically portrayed the intense satisfaction and delight 
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which God found in the moral fragrance of the Person of 
His beloved Son, and doubtless through which He viewed 
the high priest when he entered to make propitiation by 
blood. 

Nor was this action of the high priest with the incense 
in Leviticus 16 the making atonement, though intimately 
connected with that work. It was a setting forth of the 
first and greatest of all lessons for sinful creatures to 
learn, viz., that the Person of Christ comes first-before 
all else-even before His infinitely precious work. How 
needful to grasp it, and own it with worshipping hearts! 
The Person of Christ upholds His Cro_ss, as the Cross 
upholds the Person who hung on it. Touch that glorious 
Person in any way so as to detract from or tarnish the glory 
of what He is in Himself as the "pure and holy" One, 
like the incense, and His work is valueless, and we lose 
the Saviour, the beloved Son, Jehovah's Fellow, and 
leave ourselves helpless and hopelessly lost souls! God 
preserve us all in this respect ! 

As before remarked, the "sweet incense" in itself sets 
forth the moral fragrance of the Person of Christ. And 
in its connection with the burning coals in the censer on 
the day of atonement, it is seen intensified by contact 
with fire (judgment); and forming the cloud with which 
Jehovah surrounded Himself on His throne. 

Let us briefly glance at what is said of these ingredients 
which God calls "sweet spices" (Exod. 30. 34; 37. 27). 
They were not to be taken at random and used 
indiscriminately simply because each was "sweet." No; 
each was to be carefully measured and weighed-" Of 
each there shall be a like weight." Human wisdom had 
no say in this matter. God was setting forth what was 
to be for His pleasure, not for man's! Then these "pure 
and holy" ingredients had to be "tempered together," 
not merely put together in a, vessel, but mixed-blended 
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together. Then some of it had to be "beaten very small, " 
and set aside for use, as we see in Leviticus 16. 12, 13. 
Thus it was to be a upure and holy" and umost holy" 
perfume. 

All these details as to the composition and compounding 
of the incense arc exceedingly precious, and reveal to us 
in typical language the absolute perfection in every minute 
particular and detail of that which was to set forth the 
moral fragrance of Him who was then to come, and whom, 
when He came and was manifested, God called "My 
beloved Son in whom I have found My delight" 
(Matt. 3. 17). 

What He was in Himself could only be known to God : 
"No man knoweth the Son but the Father." But He has 
taken these ways to picture it out to us, in order to increase 
our delight in His Son likewise. "Sweet spices "-"of a 
like weight "-no one spice predominating over another, 
each equally perfect. "Tempered together"-blended so 
perfectly that no one overpowered the rest. "Beaten 
small "-so that the smallest particles, produced by 
"beating" (suffering) and blending, expressed the 
perfection of the whole. 

In speaking of Leviticus 16, where we see the use the 
"sweet incense" was put to, our brother E.C.P. used to 
say, "It takes a cloud to meet a cloud." How true is 
this. In that chapter we see God hidden in His glory 
cloud (v. 2), and prohibiting man from rashly meeting 
his doom by entering His holy presence except in His 
prescribed way. Man, in his sinful state, is utterly 
unable to be in the presence of God except on the ground 
of atonement. But who can tell how God will be 
approached? or what He requires in order to that? Only 
God Himself could make that known, and that He has 
done in this beautiful chapter.· At present, however, I 
must confine myself to the first lesson, 



64 A BUNCH OF GRAPES 

What then was the first thing to be done after the victims 
were selected? vVhat could meet the glory cloud but the 
incense cloud! And thus we see, as already noticed, God 
setting the first lesson and typifying the moral fragrance of 
the Person of His beloved Son who was to be Offerer, 
Offering, and High Priest, and make propitiation by 
blood; the only One who, because of ·who and what He is 
in Himself, could at any time, and all times, stand in the 
presence of that glory cloud, and therefore was fitted 
to do all else that was needful for God and man. 

But what a cloud was that incense cloud! See that high 
priest as he passes behind the veil in to the immediate 
presence of God enthroned in His cloud on the mercy seat! 
Slowly he enters with the censer of burning coals hanging 
on his finger, and both hands full of sweet incense. Then 
he sets it down and empties his hands of the incense on to 
the burning coals; immediately it ignites and sends forth 
its cloud of aromatic fragrance; thus, and there and then 
surrounding the throne of Jehovah and giving satisfaction 
and joy to His heart, speaking as it did, and as only He 
then could understand, of the perfections of His Son. 
God, in His holiness in the cloud, was met by the purity, 
and holiness, and preciousness of Christ seen in the incense 
cloud. What a wonderful thought. Now, for us, we 
can s1ng-

"The veil is rent, our souls draw near 
Unto a throne of grace: 

The merits of the Lord appear, 
They fill the holy place. 

Blessed be God it is so, and our hearts know it and 
respond to it in holy and happy worship, based of course, 
not merely on what Christ is, but what He has done in His 
blood-shedding and death on the Cross, but which latter 
subject we are not dealing with here. 

David had some faint idea of the value of incense to God 
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when he prayed "Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as 
incense,

, 
(Psa. 141. 2). Moses and Aaron, too, knew its 

value when Aaron put it in the censer and ran among the 
rebels and made atonement for them and thus stayed the 
plague (Num. 16. 46-48). It will have its place once more 
when God is again dealing with His earthly people after 
the removal of the Church to Heaven; and thus we see 
in Revelation 8, the angel with the golden censer and 
much incense given to him to offer with the prayers of the 
afflicted and suffering saints in that day. How precious 
this is! God, even then, still seen to be the Hearer and 
the Answerer of prayer, and the prayers rising up to Him 
mingled with the sweet perfume of the incense. 

Many other thoughts will doubtless connect themselves 
with it in the minds of thoughtful readers of their Bibles. 
The Lord give each one of us in a fuller and deeper way to 
enter into His thoughts about the Son of His love in every 
way in which He has been pleased to make them known. 
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Dependence, Guidance, and Pro

vidential Interference 
(1 SAMUEL 23) 

I THINK it is extremely beautiful to see David's dependence 
on the Lord, and how the Lord answered, and guided, and 
cared for him. It is brimful of encouragement for us, 
and as one reads the story it seems to say in large letters
"Go and do thou likewise." Just read that chapter! 
Read it over and over, and let it soak in. Pray over it. 
I 'm afraid a great many don't do much of that, yet they 
expect, apart from prayer and meditation, to suck all the 
honey out of what they read without it. No, no; you 
can't do it, so don't try any more! you '11 only get up 
from your reading and say, "Oh, there's nothing in 
that chapter! At least, I don't see anything in it; it's 
as dry as dust!" Of course it is! But we won't say 
any more about that; just try the other way. 

Three times in this chapter we see David turning 
to God; manifesting his dependence, and seeking Divine 
guidance in his perplexity. Word had been brought to 
him that the Philistines were fighting against I{eilah, 
and robbing the threshing-floors (v. 1), and he turns to 
God. He wants the Lord's mind about the matter before 
he acts; and when once he has got it he docs not hesitate, 
but acts at once and succeeds. 

Now that in itself is a great lesson to us as Christians. 
"In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct 
thy paths" (Prov. 3. 6). In whatever circumstances 
we find ourselves we must tum to God for light, and 
help, and guidance. \Ve are weak, and foolish, and need 
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to hang on Him to sustain and keep us; and when once 
,ve see the path marked out for us in His Word, there 
must be no hesitancy; success lies in obedience (see 
Joshua 1. 8, 9). Once begin to hesitate, or count the cost, 
or see if others are likely to go with us, and we have taken 
the first step towards disaster. Unswerving, uncom -
promising obedience to the Word, when once it has been 
given to us, is the safe, sure, and happy path, no matter 
what lies in the way. 

The next thing is, the Devil sets Saul on David's 
track again. That is sure to be the case when anyone 
seeks to act for God. Satan does not trouble those 
who are not going on ; or who do not want to go on ; 
it is those who have set themselves to go on at all cost 
he sets himself to thwart and hinder. Is it not so? 
Don't you know it to be so in your own little way? 
Sometimes it is a persistent effort of Satan day by day, 
just as Saul sought David "every day;" but David was 
in the place of dependence, and inquired of God, and so 
we read "God delivered him not into his hands" (v. 14). 
David got guidance and deliverance. 

Then God sent David a little cheer through the visit 
of Jonathan who "strengthened his hand in God" (v. I 6). 
Is not that just what our God delights to do? Ah ! 
He knows how to work the compensating balance. We 
never get into trial, difficulty, or sorrow, that He does 
not come in and give us a sip of His joys to encourage us. 
More especially if we are getting it because of faithfulness 
in any path He may have marked out for us and set us in ; 
it is then He delights to pop in upon us with His "Be of 
good cheer, " as He did several times to Paul (see the Acts) ; 
and thus we find our souls strengthened, and cheered, and 
encouraged. What a pity Jonathan did not wholly cast 
in his lot with David, after telling him what he did in 
verse 171 But, no! He was like many of ourselves 
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to-day, he had not the courage of his convictions, and 
went back to his house, and left David in the wood-the 
outcast. What a crowd of Jonathans there are among the 
saints to-day. 

The enemy, however, is not easily shaken off, and 
once again we see Saul on David's track, determined 
to have his life, if he possibly can, and was very near 
succeeding, too. Indeed, had God not been caring for 
His servant he would have succeeded. It reminds us 
that while we are no match for the cunning of Satan, 
he is no match for the wisdom of God. Just when 
Saul had surrounded the hill where David and his few 
followers were, a messenger comes post haste to tell him 
that the Philistines had invaded the land, and Saul had 
to instantly withdraw his men and march in haste to 
protect his own borders. 

Is it not simply beautiful to see how God had 
arranged all that for His servant David? David knew 
nothing about it. Probably he was at his wit's end to 
know how to escape from that hill. But God was 
before him. It was all pre-arranged. In His providence 
God let the Philistines loose on Saul's land while he 
was hunting David; and at the psychological moment 
He allows the message to reach Saul, and turn him from 
his purpose and thus leave David succoured and freed. 
It was a marvellous providential deliverance. Ah, if 
we were only consciously near enough, and clear enough, 
we would often see such acts on the part of our gracious, 
care-taking God. Blessed for ever be His holy Name. 

Just let me remind you of another similar instance, 
seen in the Book of Esther, chapter 6. It is just 
marvellous to see how God cares for His people-all 
unknown to them at the time-and interferes on their 
behalf and outwits the Devil. Really, it almost makes 
one la'l,lgh to see how the enemy was foiled and outwitted, 
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and all his work used for his own discomfiture in this 
Book of Esther. 

Think of God giving the king a sleepless night to 
begin with ! Then think of him commanding the 
records to be brought and read to him to while away 
the time. Dry sort of reading, one would imagine ! 
And then and there he learns of what Mordecai had 
done to save the king's life, and which had gone unrequited, 
unrewarded, up till then. Then see how He allowed 
Haman the Agagite-the enemy of His people-to come 
into the king's house just at that moment and pronounce 
for Mordecai what he thought could only be meant for 
himself; and thus the word was fulfilled: "He taketh the
wise in their own craftiness.

,, And Haman, instead of
riding on the king's horse, arrayed in royal robes, got 
into his own halter, prepared for Mordecai, and was 
hanged on his own gallows. Truly, it is wonderful! And 
God is the same to-day . He cares for His own who trust 
Him. 

Tum now for a moment to 2 Samuel 5. 19-25, and let 
us read another lesson ere we stop. God does not always 
lead His children by the same way. He may guide us 
in a matter to-day in answer to an inquiry of Him as He 
led David against the Philistines, as we have already 
seen; but it does not follow that He will lead us in the 
same path to-morrow, even though the circumstances 
be somewhat similar; and this we are liable to forget, 
or leave unnoticed. 

When David inquired the second time (v. 23), God 
would not repeat the experience of verses 19, 20. No I 
His plan was changed for reasons which He alone 
knew, but which proved to be wise and best. David 
had to come up behind the Philistines this time, and 
execute a flank movement (vv. 23-25). God knew 
the enemy's preparedness, and David did not. Probably 
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they had profited by their previous defeat in the same 
place and altered their battle disposition accordingly. 
But God knew it and altered His plan to meet it; and the 
dependent, inquiring David got the benefit and won the 
battle. So must we ever be ready to inquire, and then 
act on the instruction given to ensure success. This calls 
for "the opened ear, " as well as the dependent and 
trusting heart. The Lord give both, for Christ's sake. 
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The Last Psalm 

THERE are only six verses in this psalm. Three of 
them we apply to ourselves as heavenly saints. The 
other three more particularly apply to the earthly 
saints when they are back in their land with their last 
and glorious temple built and their King in their midst. 
Primarily, of course, the whole psalm applies to them. 
We can, however, apply verses I, 2, and 6. The first 
tells us where to praise Him. The second tells us 
what to praise Him for. The sixth opens the door for 
us to do it, because it calls on everything that hath 
breath to praise the Lord. 

In verses 3, 4, and 5, the earthly saints are called 
upon to do this in a way we cannot do it, that i_s, along 
,vith a musical acco1npaniinent, whether in the holy 
temple-"God 's sanctuary "-or in the open air in 
"God's firmament." Their band will be a marvel! 
Wind instruments, stringed instruments, and clashing 
brass instruments-cymbals. The only missing thing 
is the big drum! Evidently it does not appeal to 
them, and I- incline to agree with them. But not only 
so, they will follow Miriam's example at the Red Sea, 
and dance to the accompaniment of the tambourine! 
And what will be the theme of their praise? I expect 
the same as of old; but learned in a new way, and 
celebrated in a new way. "The Lord hath triumphed, " 
and triumphed "gloriously;" and all will sing and sound 
one great, grand, glorious, and whole-hearted Hallelujah! 

There are four "Hallelujah Psalms" closing the Book 
of Psalms. They begin and end with "Hallelujah I"
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Those who find their place in that company will ha,re 
a glorious Hallelujah meeting: and I don't think they 
will be afraid to let their voices be heard in that chorus ; 
nor will they lack reverence in doing it. 

I say, brother, sister, do you ever give the Lord a 
real, good, hearty, and reverent Hallelujah? Or are 
you afraid to hear your own voice saying it? And so 
you think it instead, or it comes out under your breath I
Eh! Oh, you say, "the Psalms are all Jewish and 
literal, and we are Christians and worship God by the 
Spirit, and it is quiet, and reverent, and not a thing 
for outward show." Oh, that's it, is it? But how about 
the prayers in them? and the blessings in them? Don't 
you claim the blessings that are promised in many of 
them? Don't you use their very language in some of 
your prayers when your soul has been in sore distress 
like David and others? Did you never take Him at His 
word and "open your mouth wide" because He said He 
would fill it if you did so? Or did you never "call upon 
Him in the day of trouble" and find Him true to His 
word and "deliver you?" 

Oh, fie, my brother! You creep in to get a share 
in the blessing-you know you do I And you creep 
in oftener still to tell Him your troubles and ask Hhn 
for help, you know you do! In fact you visit the Psalms, 
and use the Psalms of ten er than any of the other books 
of the Bible, because they just express your feelings-you 
know you do! Then why not chime in and give a real, 
hearty, Hallelujah? Don't be afraid lest the angels 
should hear you; they '11 do it themselves by and by 
"with a loud voice" (Rev. 5), and glad of the chance, too I 
It would do you a lot of good to praise the Lord a little 
more than you do at present. Just you try it! 

Of course we know the Psalms are Jewish, but they 
are the experiences, and prayers, and praises of the 
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godly saints. Indeed, that's why they fit us so, and 
why we use them, whenever we can consistently do so 
with the place and portion that is ours in Christ: for 
we, like them, are saints; though they were not, and 
never will be, what we are-Christians. 

But let us look at the last Psalm, brother. It begins 
with Hallelujah, and then tells us where to praise the 
Lord. True, we have no literal temple on earth to do 
it in like the Jews will have: but we have something 
better; we have "boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus. By a new and living way, which 
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 
say His flesh," and the exhortation given us, "Let us 
draw near with a true heart" (Heb. IO. 19-22), and "By 
Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise," etc. 
(Heb. 13. 15). Now, how can we be consciously set 
in such a sphere and circle of blessing, and in the 
enjoyment of that without responding to it with our 
Hallelujah? 

Then it says "Praise Him in the expanse of His power" 
{N.T.). We look out on that mighty firmament or 
expanse and see His power everywhere and that calls 
for our Hallelujah! We sing-

"The heavens are telling the glory of God. 
The firmament displays the wonders of His works." 

Then verse 2 tells us what to praise Him for-ccHis 
mighty acts." And also "according to His excellent 
greatness." Isn't it beautiful? It reminds one of that 
lovely hymn-

"We love Thee for the glorious worth, 
Which in Thyself we see. " 

That is "His excellent greatness.
,
. It is what we find 

in the blessed Lord Himself. Then the hymn continues

"We love Thee for that shameful Cross, 
Endured so patiently. " 
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That is "His n1ighty acts "-part of them at least, and 
a glorious part for us surely! 0 those "mighty acts!" 
That wondrous Cross and death I That "exceeding 
greatness of 1nighty power which raised Christ from 
a1nong the dead, and set Him at God's right hand on 
high l" (Eph. 1). The glories of His Blessed Person 
as set forth in John 1 ; Hebrews 1 ; and Colossians 1 ! How 
can we restrain ourselves or refuse to raise our Hallelujah 
when He fills the soul's vision ! "How great is His 
goodness I How great is His beauty!" (Zech 9. 17). 
We break out in song-

"Lord, what is man? can we ever cease telling? 
Jesus, the poorest, the humblest on earth; 

Highest in Heaven, all creatures excelling, 
Peerless His Person and matchless His worth." Hallelujah I 

Then verses 3, 4, 5, tell how we are to praise Him. 
"Trumpet, psaltery, harp," etc. But we leave that 
for the Jews in a coming day. They will have a 
splendid band when they start their "Hallelujah 
Chorus." Then it speaks of "timbrel and dance," 
and "stringed instruments and organs." Oh, but I 
like to think of the joyful music they will make with 
their string and brass band in that day! It will be 
glorious I But where do we come in you say? Are 
we out of it altogether? Oh I dear, no! We come 
in in the last verse, and neither Jews nor any one 
else can keep us out. "Let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord." There, brother I there's 
where we come in I Now let us get in and add our 
Hallelujah I 

I said at the start there are four Psalms that are 
Hallelujah Psalms at the close of the Book. They are 
146, 148, 149, 150. But let me say, if Psalm 147 does 
not begin with Hallelujah, it finishes with it. Of course 
it docs f How could it be otherwise f Let each of us 
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then contemplate "all His mighty acts;" and "all His 
excellent greatness;" and see in their deepest and most 
blessed way in His love that led Him to death for us; 
and meditate thereon till we too cry from the very depths 
of our souls "Hallelujah!" 
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The Foundation of Our Faith 
(HEBREWS 10. 1-25, 32-39) 

\VE have been having a good deal before us leading 
our minds to the glory of the Person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but it was on my heart to say a little as to the 
foundations of our faith. We must not run away with 
the idea that we have nothing more to learn; the more 
clearly w� see the foundations, and the more we get a 
grasp of the foundations, the more blessed it will be for 
our souls, and we will be the better able to stand other 
things. Unless we have learnt what Christ has done, and 
where He has set us before God, we are not in a fit state 
to look at anything else. 

This 10th of Hebrews brings out in a blessed way 
the perfection of the Lord Jesus, and how blessedly 
and perfectly and permanently that work has been 
accomplished by Him. Our minds are thrown back 
in the first place to the ineffectual character of the 
sacrifices in the old dispensation; it was the bringing 
of sins to remembrance; they could not be put away, 
though they knew individual forgiveness-a man brought 
his sacrifice and was forgiven. David knew· the putting 
away of one sin. It remained for the Lord Jesus to come 
and finish that blessed work of atonement and go up 
into the presence of God, making a new place in the 
presence of God for man. Then when the Holy Ghost 
comes down we learn how perfectly and blessedly our sins 
are put away for ever and ever, and, as Christians, we 
start with that. People are working away to get favour 
with God: how contrary is everything in the thought of 
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man to what God reveals. God starts man with forgive
ness. The Lord Jesus has gone down in perfect fellowship 
with the mind and purpose of God, becoming man and 
meeting every claim and question that could possibly 
be raised. All that God is in Himself has come out at 
the Cross of Christ and has been perfectly and permanently 
settled; our sins put away-every one-because of the 
infinite value that God found in His Son. "Your sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more.,, On the Day 
of Atonement the sins of the people were put away for 
twelve months; never a victim was found of sufficient 
value to meet the claims of Divine justice so that God 
could say, I am satisfied. "Not all the blood of beasts.,, 
The marvellous thing is that the Son of God has become 
a man, so that He was capable of dying

, 
and went to the 

Cross and died
, 

and before He died He exhausted all the 
judgment of God. 

If I look at the altar of the Jews of old I see the flames 
leaping up and consuming the sacrifice, but they keep 
on leaping up, asking for more and more as it were. 
The fire never died out (Lev. 6. 13). God was never 
satisfied; but now when the true altar is raised, and 
the Lord Jesus

, 
the true victim, is upon the altar and 

the true fire is seen-the judgment of a holy and 
righteous God descending upon the head of His beloved 
Son hanging on that Cross-the victim exhausts the fire 
and it dies out. How blessed to see the foundations
how strong and wonderful they are-foundations that 
could uphold the very throne of God in righteousness. 
Surely it can uphold and give me everything I want. 
There is going to be a new Heaven and a new earth all 
based upon that marvellous work of Christ; only then 
will He see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied. 
That is the full and blessed result of His work. The work 
is done, our sins are gone; but sin has not gone out of the 
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world. It will be put away. I see the blessed Lord 
coming in as He views these sacrifices and their ineffective
ness. "In burnt offerings .. . no pleasure" (Heb. 10. 6). 
"Then said I, Lo! I come" (v. 7)-a man found at last in 
the world that could carry out God's will. Acts 13. 
21, 22; what a beautiful passage! \Vhat a beautiful 
picture of the Lord Jesus-the One that could say, "Lo ! 
I come." God found all His delight in that Man, and 
that was the Man that would carry out God's will. Then 
we get Him going to the Cross. 

"And the Word became flesh" (John 1 . 14) . Think 
of the personality of the One who was there. It is 
the glory, the majesty, the divinity, and the greatness 
of the Person that gives value to the work that is done, 
and the more we see who the Person is the more it 
enhances and magnifies it before our souls. Our sins 
called for judgment and the Lord suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust. He bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree, and the sins are gone, and the evil nature 
that produced them has been condemned. God will 
have nothing more to say to it, and it is our place to take 
God's thoughts and have nothing to do with it either. 

I want you to see the perfectness of the work. The 
Lord Jesus has done perfectly what was never done in 
the Old Testament times. When I die I leave the evil 
nature behind me. When the unconverted stand before 
the great white throne they will be judged for the evil 
deeds done in the body, not the evil nature. He has 
done with that-a most important thing for our hearts 
to get hold of. What a perfect clearance there is in the 
death of God's beloved Son! Then God gives man a new 
nature, a new life, and puts him under a new Head, 
and everything true of the Head is true of every member 
of the race. Surely this is a wonderful thing l The 
way we are in Christ is that we have the new life and 
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nature through that blessed risen Christ, and we belong 
to the new race of which He is the Head. We are in 
Him in that way and only in that way. He has died 
to sin, we have died with Him; He has risen, we are 
risen with Him; He is seated in the heavenly places, we 
are not there yet. We are still identified with the first 
Adam, but before God we are in Christ. We start another 
history as in Christ before God: see all the blessings that 
belong to that place. When God made Adam head of 
the race He had not tested him; when he was tested he 
fell and the whole race with him. The Lord Jesus 
exhausted the whole of the testings before God made Him 
Head of the race. The Lord Jesus has not only exhausted 
the judgment so that the fire has gone out but He has 
risen again. I Peter 3. 18-22: His suffering, His death, 
His quickening, His resurrection, ascension, supremacy. 
What marvellous fulness I-angels and principalities and 
powers being made subject to Him, the Man Christ 
Jesus. He so perfectly satisfied God that God took 
Him into Heaven; He is at the right hand of God, and 
Heaven saw for the first time a man there. One's 
heart is amazed at the thought! What a sight for us, 
beloved brethren ! "We see Jesus" there, He who 
was the humble Man, crowned with glory and honour, 
and the angels see Him there. It is one of the most 
beautiful thoughts imaginable to think of the Man Christ 
Jesus passing through the angels and taking His seat 
on the throne of God. It makes us hold up our heads 
and walk through the world with a sense of what we are, 
yet with humbleness. 

Acts 7 : The chapter begins with God calling a man 
out, and it ends with a man gone in. It was occupation 
of the heart of Stephen with the Lord Jesus Christ where 
He was that made him able to pass through all he did, so 
that he could say the very same things that his Master 
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said when He was dying. He was conformed to the moral 
likeness of his Lord. As I am occupied with Christ where 
He is I begin to display Christ. 

"By a new and living way. " God tells us what the 
veil means: that is His flesh. It is a rent veil from 
the top to the bottom; it tells out the judgment of God 
on His beloved Son, and we cannot get to God except 
through the rent veil, in other words through the Christ 
that died, and when we are there we have a High Priest 
over the house of God. He is everything. We cannot 
take any of the Old Testament hardly but what it says 
"Christ," telling out Christ in some way or other. "Let 
us draw near (in contrast to "Set bounds about the mount" 
God hiding in the blackness and darkness, shutting man 
out). God was revealing Himself. God rent the veil 
that man might go in where human feet had never trod 
except that of the High Priest and that not without 
blood. Not. the idea that we go there and stay there; 
just as worshippers we go into the holiest, into the presence 
of God. Suitability to God both inside and outside; and 
then "Let us hold fast the confession of our faith.

,, 
Let 

us draw near; let us hold fast ; let us consider one another. 
In the end of the chapter you see there is a possibility 
of these Hebrew Christians giving up their hope and faith 
and going back to Judaism, and therefore he seeks to 
win them and steady their hearts. Now, he says, I 
know what your hearts are, but call to remembrance the 
former days. Don't you remember how "after ye were 
illuminated ye endured, " etc. What a beautiful start 
you made. Oh, how God was delighted! Oh, how the 
angelic host must have been delighted. Now call to 
remembrance your confidence and don't cast it away 
when you are almost at the end of the road. He unfolds 
the work of God's Son, all the privileges they have of 
going right into the presence of God, and exhorts them 
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just to go on a little longer. Isn't it beautiful? Isn't it 
a word for your heart and mine? \\'hen these hankerings 
for the flesh pots come into our hearts and there is a danger 
of giving up, isn't it well to look back? The Lord will 
be here directly. Is not that what we have been looking 
for? 

Come, Lord, come! we wait for Thee, 
We listen still for Thy returning; 

Thy loveliness we long to see, 

For Thee the lamp of hope is burning
Come, Lord, come. 

Oh, let it cheer our hearts. We have viewed to-night 
the foundations of our faith. How perfect the work l 
The Lord give us to hold fast more firmly the little bit 
that is left; we don't know how little a time it will be 
"for He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.,, 
There will be no tarrying the moment the time comes. 
We will rise to be for ever with the Lord. 

G 
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The Value of the Written Word 

"THOU hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name" 
(Psa. 138. 2), is an impressive and important utterance 
on the part of the psalmist, and lets us see the estimate 
he placed on the written Word. Well would it be for 
all professing Christians if that utterance got a firmer 
grip of our souls, and led us to estimate it as he did. It 
would certainly cause us to treat it with much greater 
reverence, and save from the unholy handling and quoting 
which is, alas! so common in the present day. And at the 
very outset one can only say, May that profound reverence 
be vouchsafed to every one of us who owns and loves the 
Name of Him who was the living Word, the blessed, holy, 
and living expression of the mind of God here on earth. 

We have a very remarkable passage of Scripture in 
this connection in Deuteronomy 6. 6-9: "And these 
words which I command thee this day shall be in thy 
heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down and when thou risest up. And thou 
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt 
write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates." 
Then we have added to this, in chapter I 1. 21, "That 
your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, 
in the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers to 
give them, as the days of Heaven upon the earth." 

Observe, the first thing is, "they shall be in thy heart." 
Everything else is useless if the Word is not in our hearts. 
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"\Vilh the heart man believeth unto righteousness" 
(Rom. 10. 10). In the heart man hides the Word, so as 
not to sin against God (Psa. 119. 11). Upon the Word 
he feeds to sustain the new life given and promote spiritual 
growth (1 Peter 2. 2). I need not enlarge upon these, the 
very elementary principles of the Gospel. 

(2) It affects his family-he teaches his children.
A most important principle for to-day! Are there 
not multitudes of so-called Christian homes, and the 
parents themselves known Christians, and yet this is 
never done? God commands them to do it. Is it 
said, "Oh, but that was law?" Are we then to be less 
particular under grace? Is it less needful, or necessary, 
to teach them the Word of the Lord to-day? Beloved, 
such a. reason has an unholy savour about it, which ill 
becomes those who are "called with a holy calling." 
Then it is sometimes urged, "Oh, but they go to Sunday 
School!" Possibly they do. But have you troubled 
yourself sufficiently to find out what they are taught 
there? or is that a salve to a conscience which shirks its 
own responsibility in the matter? Not only must you 
teach them, but you must teach them diligently. 

One can easily picture that Eastern home, and the 
youthful Timothy standing at his parent's knee, learning 
"the Holy Scriptures." And what more delightful 
scene can be imagined than Christian parents surrounded 
by their children, teaching them the Word of God? Not 
compelling them to learn what is hateful to them, and 
which the very compulsion makes more hateful still, 
but having their confidence and respect, and a gentle 
yet firm hold of them, and doing it in such a manner that 
the children find their joy and delight in their lesson. 
Be assured that a young mind well stored with the 
Scriptures is a valuable possession when brought under 
the life-giving and controlling influence of the Holy 
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Ghost. Alas that so few Christians do this, or are even 
exercised about it I They shuffle their own responsibility 
on to the shoulders of Sunday School teachers, many of 
whom are not even converted themselves, and never make 
any attempt toiteach them the Word of the Lord. 

Again, it is to be feared that the only sign of Christianity 
some children see in their parents is, they go to the 
church, chapel, or meeting. They never pray with 
them as a family. It seems almost incredible that any 
real Christian parents have not what has been termed 
"family worship;,, yet, alas, it is so. There are such. 
Is it not lamentable? No reading of the Word and 
then bowing the knee together to seek the Lord's blessing 
on them as a family and on each individual; and to 
thank Him for family blessings and mercies received from 
His loving hands. No quiet, sober talk with each child 
as occasion may offer, and prayer with and for that 
particular child, and thus impressions made never to be 
obliterated, and seed sown to bear fruit in after days, if 
not then. Oh, beloved in the Lord, where is the practical 
Christianity when such things can be neglected by those 
redeemed by blood, and who profess to love the Lord? 
No wonder Satan gets into such families I No wonder we 
see the assertion of will on the part of some who have 
marked out paths of their own in contrast to those the 
parents are walking in I The home is not walled or fenced 
round by prayer; hence the enemy can walk straight in, 
unmolested and unchallenged. 

It is said, "Oh, but the parents pray privately I" 
Granted. But do the children see them, or hear 
them? How do they know their parents pray, in that 
case? Where is the godly example ? \iVhere, and 
when, do such parents teach their children diligently 
the Word of the Lord? Rest assured, where prayer in 
the family is neglected, teaching the family is likewise 
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neglected, and there is consequent family loss, and great 
danger of the family safety. 

(3) It is to be the subject of conversation in the house,
and in our walks abroad. A blessed subject, surely I It 
is said, "But we cannot be everlastingly talking about the 
Scriptures?" Quite true. But one fears you can almost 
be everlastingly talking about other things, to the complete 
neglect of Scriptures. How often is the Word the subject 
of the conversation at home or in our walks? Just put 
it to your own heart, and ask yourself. Saints are not 
exercised about it through not reading it, and have no 
question to ask, or subject to talk about, when together; so 
the active and busy brain turns to what does occupy it 
as subject for conversation. How much is missed in 
this way I 

(4) It was to be written in prominent and in public
places-"upon the door posts of thy house, and upon 
thy gates" (chap. 11. 20). How striking to see it written 
on the door posts I the place where the blood was sprinkled 
(Exod. 12). The blood was sprinkled at the entrance 
of their houses in Egypt, to shelter them. Now the Word 
has to be written there to instruct them, and remind them, 
as they entered their houses, that they were the Lord's 
people; and as they came out, they were still His, and 
expected to act abroad as such, as well as in their homes. 
Moreover, it was to be seen in the place of judgment, 
"the gates," to remind them that they were to "hear the 
cause between their brethren, and judge righteously 
between every man and his brother, and the stranger 
that is with him" (chap. 1. 16, 17). 

What holiness all this breathes l If all those 
instructions were carried out suitably to the mind of 
the great Lawgiver, then it would certainly put the people 
amongst those happy ones mentioned in Proverbs 8. 34: 
"Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at 
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My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors." Yea, 
might we not say, they would be as devoted servants, 
saying, as_ it were, "I love my master, my wife, and my 
children. I will not go out free." So you can nail my 
ear to the door posts, in-token that I will serve thee, and 
her, forever. See Exodus 21. 2-6. To such a people, 
acting in such a way, their days would be "as the days of 
Heaven upon the earth" (Deut. 11. 21); and the prayer 
of the disciples, taught them by the Lord Himself when 
here upon earth, would have its fulfilment, in great 
measure at least-"Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven." 

(5) It affected the king as well as the subiects, and
we read in Deuteronomy 17-18, 20, "And it shall be, when 
he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall 
write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which 
is before the priests the Levites: and it shall be with him, 
and he shall read therein all the days of his life; that he 
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words 
of this law and these statutes, to _do them: that his heart 
be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he tum not 
aside from the commandment, to the right hand or to the 
left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel." 
Long life, perfect happiness, and national greatness, 
lay wrapped up in the obs�rvance of the Word of the 
Lord then; nor has it ceased to be so to-day. God 
is ever true to His Word. "They that honour Me, I 
will honour; and they that despise Me, shall be lightly 
esteemed" (1 Sam. 2. 30); and true whether of a nation 
or an individual. 

(6) It was to be read in the ears of all the people.
"At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of 
the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles. When 
all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in 
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the place which He shall choose, thou shalt read this law 
before all Israel, in their hearing. Gather the people 
together, men, and women, and children, and the stranger 
that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and observe to do 
all the words of this law; and that their children, which 
have not known anything, may hear, and learn to fear 
the Lord your God, as long as ye live in the land whither 
ye go over Jordan to possess it" (Deut. 31. 10-13). We 
thus see that none had to be ignorant of it. Individually 
and collectively, it was to be ever before them; while 
their blessing lay in obedience to it. 

The same principles are seen and taught in the pages 
of the New Testament, but space forbids my taking 
them up. May the precious and all-important Word of 
our God have a deeper place in all our hearts, and be seen 
manifesting itself in our lives, both in public and in 
private, so that in the midst of declension and departure 
from God, on the i part of a professing and privileged 
people, we may have the blessed sense, through grace, of 
"the days of Heaven upon the earth." And this can only 
be as we allow the "Word of Christ to dwell in us richly. " 
The Lord grant it to us, each and all. 
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What About Your Window 

EVERYBODY has a window, an outlook for the soul. 
There are three or four windows mentioned in Scripture. 
Let me draw your attention to them, and make them 
serve as illustrations of different outlooks, and thus 
become tests to ourselves as to our own, whether it is 
upward, downward, inward, or outwarq. 

First-Noah's Window (Gen. 6. 16). 

Noah had a window in the ark when he was shut up 
in it during the flood. It was to let the light and air 
of Heaven in. Shut up as he was in the darkness of 
the closed-in ark, with judgment and death all around 
him, he needed both light and air, and God provided 
that he should have them. 

We, too, are in a scene of moral darkness, and 
judgment and death surround us on every hand. "The 
end of all flesh has come before Me," said God to Noah. 
And not only is that seen in a moral way at the Cross of 
Christ-"Now is the judgment of this world, now is the 
prince of this world cast out" (John 12. 31), but day by day 
we see the sentence being carried out, and death sweeping 
men off the earth by thousands, yet the mass utterly 
oblivious to the fact that it is the judgment of God on 
sinful men; hence no signs of repentance are seen, no cry 
for mercy heard, except in a comparatively few individual 
cases. How solemn 1 Surely then, living as we do in 
the midst of such a scene, we need light. We want the 
light of God in our souls. We need it in the midst of the 
moral darkness, and we must look out and up to get it; it 
comes from above. "The entrance of Thy vVord giveth 
light" (Psa. 119. 130). 
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With regard to Noah's window, the idea has usually 
been that he made a little one of a cubit high in the 
roof of the ark; out of which he looked up to Heaven, 
and .could see nowhere else. I'm afraid he would not 
get much light, or ventilation either, in that huge 
"Ocean Liner" of his, if that were the size and shape 
(as in modern minds) of his window, and the only one 
he had, with a shut door into the bargain! J .N .D. 
translates the verse, "A light shalt thou make to the 
ark; and to a cubit high shalt thou finish it above" 
(Gen. 6. 10). "A system of lighting shalt thou make," 
I remember one brother translating it. To me it seems 
highly probable that it was a sort of open, but protected 
or latticed space, which was carried up from the tops 
of the sides and ends of the ark up to the roof under 
the eaves, all round it, and which would give a certain 
amount of both light and ventilation; yet made so that 
a certain portion of it could be opened, as Noah did to 
let out and take in the dove (chap. 8. 6). At any 
rate, it was God's light that came in through the window, 
light from Him who said, "Let light be, and light was." 

How blessed to know that it is "the God who spake 
that out of darkness light should shine; who has shone 
into our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4. 6, 
N. T.). God hath shone into our hearts, fellow-believers,
but He has done it in order that it might shine forth for
others to see it. And what is to be our outlook as 
Christians ? We are safe in Christ. There is no fear 
of judgment overtaking us. Are we to be occupied 
merely with our safety? Surely not. We are to "set 
our minds on things above" (Col. 3. 2). To see that 
through our window heavenly light may stream in for 
the glory of God and our own blessing; in order that 
we may intelligently enter into the mind of God, and 
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render acceptable worship to God, and dispense to others 
what we have received ourselves. God expects this 
from each of us. 

Second-Rahab's Window (Joshua 2. 15-18). 

Rahab 's house stood on the town wall; but her window 
did not look into the city to allow her to witness all its 
sinfulness and forgetfulness of God; it looked out from it
away from it. She let the spies down by a cord through 
that window. She hung "the scarlet line" by which they 
escaped out of it. Out of it she saw them flee to the 
mountains. And from it she daily watched for their 
return with the army of deliverance, which was to deliver 
her and her friends sheltering in her house, from the certain 
and speedy doom awaiting the city. Her outlook was 
away from the doomed place, to the point where she could 
catch the first glimpse of her expected deliverers. 

And what does Rahab's window say to us as 
Christians? Surely it reminds us in a forcible way 
that God's Son is coming from Heaven to deliver us 
from this doomed world. He has already saved our 
souls ; the scar let line hangs out of our windows ; we 
are sheltered by the precious blood of Christ ; indwelt 
by the Holy Ghost; and are now waiting for the Lord 
Himself to come and take us home. Our outlook is to 
be away from things seen and temporal; and to all the 
realities of Heaven itself which will be ours in actuality 
when He returns to take us there. He is the Deliverer .. 
We wait for Him. 

"Watching and ready may we be, 
As those that wait their Lord to see." 

Third-Jezebel's Window (2 I{ings 9. 30-37). 

Vile and wicked woman, she opened her window and 
looked out that she might show herself. Sin was in 
her life, her heart, her ways. Her very breath was sin. 



WHAT ABOUT Youn WINDOW 91 

Her painted face and tired head was a get-up to deceive 
and create an effect if she could, on the man who was 
on a mission of judgment appointed by God. But it 
all failed ; and her sinful life ended in an awful and 
appalling judgment; for he ordered her to be thrown 
down out of the window, which was speedily executed 
and her blood bespattered the walls of the building, 
and the horses standing near; and thus was fulfilled 
the prophecy of Elijah (1 Kings 21. 23). 

Ah! there is no escaping the judgment of God 
except by repentance, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sinful man must look in to see himself or he will never 
repent; he must look out away from himself to Jesus 
or he will never be saved. The outlook of this window, 
then, is a dark one and says to us in unmistakable language 
"they shall not escape." 

Men may look out with impudent faces like Jezebel 
and defy God Himself: but judgment, sure, silent, and 
awful, will reach them sooner or later. God has said 
"the wicked shall be turned into Hell, and all the nations 
that forget God" (Psa. 9. 17). And when we turn to 
Revelation 20. 11-15, we see its fulfilment. From the 
presence of Him who sits on the great white throne 
they are cast into the lake of fire. Let Jezebel's window 
be a warning to every unsaved soul, and lead them to 
"consider their way, " and "flee from the wrath to come." 
The Lord Himself said, "Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish. " 

Fourth-Everybody's Window (Jer. 9. 21). 
The prophet says, "Death has come up into our 

windows, and is entered into our places, to cut off the 
children from without, and the young men from the 
streets." Yes, there are two things which have come 
into the world. Sin has entered, and death by sin 
(Rom. 5. 12); and death comes into everybody's window 
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sooner or later, unless they are sheltered by the death 
of the Lord Jesus, and thus in the place where there can 
be "no condemnation" for them (Rom. 8. 1). It invades 
the palace the same as the meanest hovel. It may linger 
with you many days before it makes itself known, but 
it is there, and you know not the moment it may lay you 
low. In view of that solemn fact, what ought every 
unconverted man's outlook to be? May God open their 
eyes I 

Oh, the folly of some men in view of that! They see 
nothing beyond this fleeting moment, and are occupied 
with nothing but pleasure seeking and forgetfulness 
of God. Yet what beacons are raised in the Bible to 
warn against such folly! What examples are set before 
us to wean us from the world, its delusions, and its doom; 
and woo our hearts to the precious Saviour who died for 
us, and to Heaven. But alas, all seems to fall on deaf 
ears and hardened hearts. 

See that proud man as he walks on the roof of his 
palace in Babylon and surveys its magnificence, and 
as he does so his sinful heart swells with pride as he 
says, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for 
the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, 
and for the honour of my majesty?" (Dan. 4. 30). What 
sinful pride ! What a poor outlook for his soul ! He 
dreamed not of judgment and death. 

Or look at that other rich man "whose god was his 
belly," and who was bent on storing his crops of fruit 
in order to have a good time for years to come (Luke 12); 
and God calls him a fool I "Thou fool, " says God, 
"this night thy soul shall be required of thee, then whose 
shall these things be ? " How very solemn l What 
numbers of such fools there still are l 

Yes, indeed! death comes in at every man's window. 
It is ever there beside us. "Should we then make 
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mirth?" And what is God saying to souls beset with 
such danger? He is setting before them another 
outlook and saying, "Look unto Me and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is 
none else" (Isa. 45. 22). He would have us look away 
from self in every shape and form, and look only to 
Him. And surely if men realise the truth about 
themselves, they will at once humble themselves before 
God, and repent of their sins, and look to Him to have 
mercy upon them and save them. It becomes all to 
do that. Our outlook must not be around at others; 
nor inward at our own sinful state but upward to God. 
He .can righteously save any who look in faith to Him, 
because His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, settled the 
whole question of sin at the Cross when He died there. 
He met all the claims of God in His holiness and righteous
ness in respect of sin, and now God can be just and the 
Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus (Rom. 3). 

May we then read the lessons of these windows. Death 
has entered our windows, and we must look to God for 
salvation. If we look out from our windows with sinful 
eyes, and hearts, and motives, with painted, impudent 
faces like Jezebel, be assured that judgment will reach 
us sooner or later and we shall not escape. On the other 
hand, let us like Noah make a way to get light from God, 
so that He may constantly let it in upon us. And like 
Rahab at her window, be constantly found in true 
separation from the world, looking out for the return of 
God's Son from Heaven to take us into the Father's 
house. 
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To Be Left Till Called For 

"To be left till called for,,, eh? 
Yes, that's the idea, "to be left till called for." 
Bought by our present Master so that we belong to 

Him. Redeemed by Him we are no longer Satan's 
slaves but the Lord's free men. He has left us here 
till He calls for us to take us home to our Father's house 
and home on high. 

Then we do not belong to the world? 
No! We are in it, but not of it. "They are not 

of the world even as I am not of the world" (John 17. 16). 
Not taken out of it yet, but left in it till called for. Not 
left to be useless, however, but left to be useful-to be 
"witnesses unto Him" (Acts I. 8)-to be lights in the midst 
of the moral darkness around, "holding forth the word of 
life" (Phil. 2. 14-16)-illuminated advertisements, as 
it were, manifesting Christ-setting forth the moral graces 
and beauties of Christ, and thus commending Him to 
those around. 

"Left till called for. " Yes ! But left to the care 
of a Holy Father until called for: "Holy Father, keep 
through Thine own Name those whom Thou hast given 
Me.,, We are looked after, cared for, provided for, by
the very One who gave us to His Son at the first. How 
wonderful! How blessed I Then the Father's truth 
poured into our hearts and made good there by the Holy 
Ghost so that we may be sanctified by it. Could love 
do more for us ? 

Think of what it cost Him at first to obtain us I Who 
can measure the sorrows and sufferings of Calvary where 
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He died to redeem us to God by His precious blood. 
Think of that awful cry wrung from the broken heart 
of the holy and beloved Son of God-"My God! My God! 
Why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Behold in the unutterable 
agony of that holy Sufferer on the Cross the price paid for 
our redemption-for you and me. 

Then think again of the pains He has been at to make 
the fullest provision for us while He is away. Think 
of His present intercession for us, of His Priesthood and 
Advocacy; of those breathings of His loving heart into the 
ears of His Father, while He pleads for us in that 
ever memorable chapter, John 17 ; of His precious promises 
given to cheer and comfort us, and of the certainty of 
His return to receive us unto Himself. Oh, what has 
that thrice blessed Saviour not done for us! Blessed 
forever be His peer less Name ! 

"Left till called for. " By whom? By Himself of 
course. Too precious to be entrusted to others, He 
says, "I will come again and receive you unto Myself" 
(John 14. 3). "The Lord Himself shall descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord; wherefore 
comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess. 4. 16-18). 
No servant is to be sent for us however trustworthy. No! 
No ! It is Himself. We were saved by Himself. We are 
kept for Himself. We wait for Himself. He will come 
Himself. We shall be for ever with Himself. Let 
that thought fill and flood your heart and mine, beloved 
in the Lord. Oh, it is sweet, surpassingly sweet! 

"Left till called for. " Yes I But the world has 
no idea of the value of what is in its midst and being 
kept. He has ! Yea, He only knows the true value 
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of the kept ones. But what a day of surprise awaits 
the at-present ignorant world. By and by, caught 
away to be with Christ in bodies of glory, changed and 
fashioned like unto His own body of glory, we shall be 
brought out and brought back again in the day of display, 
each one reflecting the glory of God (Rev. 21. 11) ; and 
Jesus "glorified in His saints, and admired in all them 
that believe" (2 Thess. 1. 10). It will be a wondering 
and admiring wor Id then. Then they will see what was 
kept, and why it was kept. 

Now, dear fellow-believer, let this simple but precious 
truth get deep down into your heart and mine: we are here 
in the world, left by the Saviour "till called for," and 
the call may come soon, we know not how soon. "He 
which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly" 
(Rev. 22. 20) . Did it ever strike you that that is the last 
recorded word the Lord ever uttered? "Quickly." It 
is! Then let us put away and get rid of everything 
unsuited to Him and that would make us ashamed were 
He to come and find us engaged in it, and let us respond 
to His last loving message and say, "Amen ! Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus. " 

"E'en now let my ways, Lord, 
Be bright with Thy praise, Lord, 
For brief are the days 

Ere Thy coming again. 
I'm waiting for_Thee, Lord, 
Thy beauty to see, Lord, 
No triumph for me 

Like Thy coming again." 
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The Sacrifices-Who Killed Them? 

IN the details recorded in connection with the sacrifices 
in the Old Testan1ent, nothing is put down in haphazard 
fashion; all is absolutely and divinely perfect, and 
",vritten for our admonition" and instruction. Moreover, 
seeing they are types of the one great and perfect sacrifice 
offered on the Cross at Calvary, it behoves us to notice 
carefully these varied details and seek guidance to under
stand them. We are not permitted to assume in such 
matters, or take things for granted, and then speak as 
though they were recorded facts and generally accepted. 
God has spoken, and though it be in type, yet it is in such 
a ,vay that the type answers fully and perfectly to the 
antitype, like hand and glove each fit the other, and 
there is neither inconsistency nor confusion. If there 
is, then it is plain we have missed our way in our 
interpretations. It is an evil thing to come to Scripture 
with our own ideas, be they what they may, and try to 
get support for them, for often when that is the case it is 
found that Scripture is twisted and distorted to fit the 
mould ,ve have brought for it. We ought ever to remember 
we have nothing to lose in letting go our own thoughts, 
and everything to gain in getting hold of God's thoughts. 

Now if we are careful in our examination of the sacrifices 
in Leviticus, we shall learn, and learn from God, the 
difference between the offerer, the offering, and the priest, 
and the place God assign? to each in connection with 
sacrifice. Nor shall we be found confounding the work 
of the priest with that of the offerer, and thus bringing 
in confusion where God has spoken and displayed Himself 

H 



98 A BUNCII OF GRAPES 

as the God of order. How well for us when we grasp the 
differences which He has n1ade, and learn to "rightly 
divide the \Vord of Truth." 

We shall commence then with the burnt-offering 
(Lev. 1). When any n1an desired to offer a burnt-offering 
to the Lord, he had to bring his offering of the herd or of the 
flock. If of the herd, it had to be a male without blemish. 
He brought it alive and presented it, or offered it "for his 
acceptance" (v. 3, N.T.). He next put his hands upon 
its head (v. 4) and then he killed it (v. 5). 

Up to this point, it will be observed, neither the 
priest nor his work have as yet had a place. The 
presentation of the intended victim, the laying on of 
hands, and the killing it, are the acts of the offerer. 
Then we read, "And Aaron's sons, the priests, shall 
present the blood and sprinkle the blood round about 
upon the altar," etc. (v. 5). But observe carefully, 
they did not kill it-that act formed no part of priestly 
work as such, which commenced as we have seen, and 
shall still see, with the dealing with the blood after 
the death of the victim. 

The work of the offerer however was not yet finished; 
he had to flay (skin) the offering, and cut it up into 
its pieces (v. 6). Then the priest comes in again with 
his work connected with the fire, and the wood on it, and 
laying the head and fat in order on it (v. 8). Then the 
offerer once more is seen: he washes its inwards and 
legs in water (v. 9). Then the priest burns it all on the 
altar, a burnt-offering, an offering made by fire to Jehovah 
of a sweet odour (v. 9). Each have their appointed place 
and work. 

All this detail is repeated in the next part of the chapter 
in connection with an offering out of the flock (vv. 10-13). 
When we look at the last case in the chapter (vv. 14-17), 
an offering of a turtle dove or a young pigeon, we have 
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the first exception to this rule, and we see the priest, not 
the offerer, killing the bird. We shall see, however, 
that these exceptions, instead of upsetting the rule, 
strengthen and prove it. Why it should be so in this case 
I do not know sufficiently to speak decidedly, but would 
suggest what appears likely to me, viz., the smallness of 
the victim, and the physical necessity that it should be 
done quickly and the blood squeezed out at once. There
fore the one who had to deal with the blood killed it so as 
to enable him to deal with it at once in God's appointed 
way, namely, "press out the blood at the side of the 
altar" (v. 15, N.T.). But these exceptions will be 
noticed more fully presently. 

There is one thing every careful reader must have 
noticed in reading these chapters relating to sacrifices, 
and that is, how particular God is to distinguish between 
the offerer and the priest. When He speaks of the former 
He says, "he shall offer it;" "he shall flay it;" "he shall 
wash the legs, " etc. Whereas when speaking of the 
latter He says, "And the priests shall sprinkle the blood;,

, 

"and the priests shall lay the parts," etc. ; "and the priests 
shall burn all," etc. Surely this careful distinction was 
not meaningless. Nor is it only seen in the case of the 
burnt-offering in Leviticus 1; it runs throughout the 
whole of the sacrifices recorded in the Book. The reader 
need only read carefully to verify this for himself. It 
would be easy to quote or note each passage, only it 
would take up too much space to do so. Each one must 
therefore look it up for himself. It is seen in chapter 3, 
the peace-offering; in chapter 4, the sin-offering; in 
chapters 5 and 6, the sin and trespass offerings; in 
chapters 8, 9, the consecration offerings ; in the cleansing 
of the leper, chapter 14; in the day of atonement, 
chapter 16; and the red heifer, Numbers 19. 

We will now look at the other two exceptions, for 
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there are only three, and we shall see how fully "the 
exceptions prove the rule." First of all we must notice 
that chapter 4. 3-14 is not one of them, inasmuch as the 
anointed, or high priest, was mortal like others, and if 
he sinned had to bring his own sin-offering; therefore as 
the offerer he killed the victim-not as the high priest
and then in his priestly character he dealt with the blood, 
so that the detail in this case corresponds with what has 
already been before us. 

The second exception to be found is the day of atonement 
(chap. 16). There we see Aaron, the high priest, killing 
all the victims on that memorable day. In the first 
place he came with a bullock for a sin offering, and a 
ram for a burnt-offering for himself and his house (v. 3). 
But when he killed these victims he did not do it as the 
priest, but as the offerer, offering for himself and his 
house. Then again, when he killed the goat of the sin
offering that is for the people (v. 15), and the burnt-offering 
of the people (v. 24), neither did he do that as high priest. 
Had he done it in that character, it would have 
contradicted the uniform testimony and teaching of 
Scripture on that subject, which shows that the offerer 
kills, and priestly work only begins with the dealing 
with the blood after the death of the victim. 

The subject only needs a mo1nent or two's quiet 
thought to see its teaching and its perfect agreen1ent 
with all that we have noted. It was the offering of 
the people as such on that day-the day of atonement. 
Now it is self-evident that they could not kill the victim, 
although it was their offering in that case. Some one 
must do it as representing them, and this is exactly 
what was done. Aaron represented the congregation, 
and so when he killed their victim, he did not do it as 
the priest, but took the place of the offerer, and represented 
the people in that act, and then his own priestly work 
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commenced after that. Thus we see how the exception 
proves the rule, and that the offerer, or one representing 
the offerer, always killed the victim offered. 

The same thing is seen again in the third and last 
of the exceptions (chap. 4. 13-21). If the whole 
congregation sinned, they had to offer a young bullock 
for a sin-offering, and the elders of the congregation 
had to lay their hands on its head. It is again quite 
evident that the ,vhole congregation could not do that; 
so the elders or responsible men did it for them. Then 
it says, "and the bullock shall be killed before the Lord." 
It does not say who killed it. But it is certain the whole 
congregation could not do it, nor could all the elders 
do it; consequently one of their number would do it as 
representing them, and so he took the place of the offerer 
and killed it; then priestly service began after its death. 

Here, too, ,ve must not lose sight of a very important 
omission in chapter 16 in contrast to the scene in chapter 4. 
In ·chapter 16 there was no laying on of hands on the head 
of any victim to be slain, only on the head of the live 
goat-the scapegoat. vVhy? Because in chapter 16 it 
,vas not a question of a specific sin-it was the maintenance 
of Jehovah's relationships with His people "once a year;" 
whereas in chapter 4 it was a special sin, whether 
individual or by the people, and had to be confessed as it 
were on the head of the victim by the offerer or the 
representative of the whole congregation. The only 
laying on of hands in chapter 16, as I have said, was on 
the head of the scapegoat, the two goats being so linked 
up together that they are viewed as one offering and 
spoken of as "two kids of the goats for a sin-offering" 
(v. 5)-so that the laying on of hands and confessing 
all the sins of the people on its head (v. 21) is still in 
keeping with the general teaching of Scripture as we have 
seen. It was all done by the representative for the 
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offerers. He was the offerer-it was not done by the 
priest as the priest. 

Once more we see it in the case of the red heifer in 
Numbers 19. It was the congregation who had to 
provide the victim, and we read, "And one shall slay 
her before Eleazar's face" (v. 3). All could not slay 
it. Some one had to do it for them, then priestly work 
began after its death. Surely all this is incontrovertible. 
The teaching is consistent throughout and shows that 
the pr�st, as such, never killed the victim-it was always 
the act of the offerer, or one who represented him and so 
took his place as offerer, and then priestly work began. 

What then is its teaching and application for us? 
Surely it is simple and plain enough l Our blessed 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose one great sacrifice for sin, 
offered up at Calvary's Cross, and accepted by God 
according to His own estimate of its infinite value and 
perfection, as well as its own blessed, glorious, and 
peerless worth-and which gives every sinful and worthless 
child of Adam's race who believes the Gospel, justification 
from all things-nearness and relationship to God
acceptance in Christ risen from among the dead and now 
seated at the right hand of the Throne of God-not to 
speak of other blessings which are the portion of believers 
-He, blessed be His peerless Name for ever, and for
evermore-even He is, and none other is, or ever could be,
the Offerer, the Offering, and the High Priest. He is
the great Antitype of it all. It all has its fulfilment in
Himself.

Is He not "the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world?" (John I. 29). "The Lamb without 
blemish and without spot?" (1 Peter I. 19). Surely 
He is! The flaying and washing of the parts of the 
burnt-offering were only to make the victim outwardly 
and typically, what He ever was in His o,vn peerless 
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and spotless Person. And while all that had to be 
done after death in the case of these types-necessarily 
so-it was all true, literally true, blessedly true of the 
Lord Jesus before He died. He was ever "that holy 
thing" and "without sin," so that the washing and 
cleansing were but to make those victims fitting types 
of Him who took them all out of type into fulfilment 
in His own blessed and holy Person. 

Was He not too the Offerer? Hear Him saying, 
"Lo I come (in the volume of the Book it is written 
of Me) to do Thy will O God" (Heb. 10. 7-9). Was it 
not He who "through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God?" (Heb. 9. 14). Was His life ever 
taken from Him? Never! He said, "Therefore doth 
My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again" (John 10. 17, 18). 
Could any mere human being say such words ? Or could 
any child of Adam present a motive to call forth the love 
of God? Impossible! They reveal to us who He was, as 
well as what He was, and bow our hearts in adoring 
worship. Then yet again, "When Jesus therefore had 
received the vinegar, He said, It is finished, and He bowed 
His head and gave up the ghosf' (John 19. 30). He 
was the Antitype of the offerer who slew the victim-He 
laid down His life. 

But He was more than offerer and offering, He was 
also High Priest. "We have a great High Priest who 
is passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God" 
(Heb. 4. 14)-One who was "made like unto His brethren, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people" (Heb. 2. 17)-"who needed not daily, 
as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice first for His 
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own sins, and then for the sins of the people; for this He 
did once when He offered up Himself" (Heb. 7. 27). Here 
we are manifestly thrown back on the day of atonement 
to behold Him who is now our great High Priest offering 
"once for all" as representative of the people. 

If therefore the types are meant to teach us anything, 
they have already shown us that priestly work only 
began after the death of the victim, and with the dealing 
with the blood-so the priestly work of our adorable 
Saviour only began after death. Blessed be His holy 
Name, all the atoning work is finished, blessedly, 
perfectly finished-the rent veil, and the risen Christ 
attest its finished perfection ; and now our Great High 
Priest carries on His present priestly work on our behalf 
in the heavenly sanctuary a!ter the Aaronic function-but 
He Himself is a priest not after that order-but the order 
of l\1elchisedec. How much there is to say as to this 
blessed priesthood of His, but space forbids. 

May our ever gracious God give us all eyes to see, and 
hearts to appreciate and love, more and more, His beloved 
Son who has taken all the types and carried them all 
into fulfilment; and who alone demands and deserves the 
worship and adoration of these hearts of ours, as well as 
our implicit and devoted obedience. 
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The Disembodied State-

In Relation to the Priesthood of 

Christ 

THE disembodied state! Is it something dreadful?
something to be scouted, and rejected as odious and 
repugnant to all Christian feelings? Is it a state in 
which all the senses are dormant, and the true personality 
as attached to soul and spirit, helplessly inactive, or 
asleep, and utterly unable to perform any active service 
or worship as may be suited to the place they are in, or 
due to the One to whom they are still responsible ? One 
would suppose we must yield an unqualified assent to 
all these questions from the way the subject is spoken 
of and looked upon by many. But we are not going to 
say "Yes ! " And while we need to be very guarded and 
careful not to. go beyond what is written in the Word, still 
we are privileged to know something at least on the 
subject as set forth there, and stop where God has stopped. 

This paper, and these remarks are suggested by the 
way the Lord's commencing His High Priesthood, 
immediately after death, and before resurrection is 
viewed by' many, and has been spoken of by some from 
time to time. One would think from the way they 
have objected to it that all the above was true-absolutely 
true; and therefore any activity on the part of the Lord 
Jesus at that time, or of any one in that state now, is 
monstrous, impossible, and out of all question. Well, 
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let us see if it is so; for if it is, the sooner we discard the 
thought the better. At the same time, remember this, 
if Scripture teaches that our Lord commenced His priest
hood then, it is for us to believe it, whether we can 
understand it or not. 

The Word, however, is not altogether silent on the 
subject, as we shall see. Man is composed of "spirit, 
soul, and body" (1 Thess. 5. 23). The body being 
the mortal and material part of man-the part for the 
display of all his faculties as a living creature here in 
this world; and we must beware and not undervalue 
its importance. The body is the Lord's, and "the 
temple of the Holy Ghost," and has to be cared for, 
and treat�d, and used as such (I Cor. 6. 19, 20), and 
it is well for each and all to remember this. 

Personality is, however, connected in Scripture with 
the body, and with the soul and spirit; the context 
will guide us. For instance, it says "Devout men 
carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation 
over him" (Acts 8. 2). Here personality is connected 
with the body, and it is called Stephen. Yet it was 
only "the earthly tabernacle house" in which Stephen 
had lived, moved, and had his being, so to speak-the 
medium through, and in which, the true, real man 
displayed himself; and at the same time part of himself 
as here in this world. Now, it was a dead, inert piece 
of clay as it were, about to be laid in the grave to await 
the resurrection morning, and crumble into dust till then. 
All the members were there which used to be so active, 
but now there was no one left in the tenement to use them. 
The windows were still there, but no one to look out of 
them-Stephen was gone! We have no difficulty in 
understanding that. In such a connection we do not 
confound the body with the man-the personality who 
dwells in it. We simply distinguish between them 



THE DISEMBODIED STATE 107 

when necessary, and the ways in which either may be 
viewed or spoken of. 

Then again, we read, "I desire to depart and be with 
Christ which is far better" (Phil. 1. 23). Here the 
personality is, as it were, dissociated from the body in 
the mind of the Apostle, and he desires to leave it, and 
the scene where it in its present condition is at home, and 
be "with Christ;" though "to abide in the flesh, JI he 
said, was more needful for the Philippians at that time. 
To be up there, even with Christ, in a state of helpless 
inactivity, not to say "asleep, JI surely could not be "far 
better" than remaining here and serving and enjoying both 
Himself and His service? It would be folly to think so. 

What then is the condition of those saints who are 
now in the "disembodied," or what Scripture calls 
the "unclothed" state? (2 Cor. 5. 4). Does the Word 
tell us anything? I think so. Let us turn to Luke 16. 
We shall be told, doubtless, that this is only a parable. 
Well, parable be it 1 We need not discuss that here. But 
after all, parables are surely meant to teach �s truths 
in keeping with them, and not directly opposed to them, 
so we can learn from this narrative. Here then we see 
a man in the disembodied or "unclothed" state. That 
he is not in the eternal state is evident from the fact that 
he had five brothers alive in his father's house, and he was 
anxious for them to be saved from coming into the same 
place of torment that he was in. This would be impossible 
in the eternal state; for then there are no such conditions 
existing as to call for what the rich man asks for. 

Then observe, he is not asleep, nor in a state of 
insensibility, or inactivity. He could see-"he lifted 
up his eyes and seeth Abraham afar off." He could 
speak-and he addressed Abraham and asked for mercy, 
and for one drop of water. He could feel-he said "I 
am tormented in this flame." He could hear-Abraham 
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spoke to him and he replied. He could think-and he 
was told to remember. In short, we would gather from 
the narrative that every sense and faculty possessed 
on earth when in the body, are still possessed by 
the true I-the true personality-when left this body 
and in the "unclothed" state. Explain it, I cannot! 
Believe it, I do and must-it is God's revelation. We 
have no knowledge of spirit apart from what He has 
revealed-nor of how much the spirit is capable or. 
incapable of, when once beyond the limitations of the body 
and earth, so that we have no right to say that this or 
that cannot be, in the unclothed state; especially with the 
evidence before us that the human senses and faculties 
are still retained unimpaired by the change from 
the body. 

Here, in this life, as we have already said, the body 
is the medium for the display of all these God-given 
powers, as well as the mortal part of the man, and we 
understand that. But we must not assert they cannot 
be displayed apart from it, simply because we cannot 
understand it. We read "He maketh His angels spirits" 
-"Are they not all ministering spirits?" Yet we never 
see angels in Scripture in any other form than that of men; 
whether on their errands of mercy as to Abraham, Lot, 
Manoah, and others; or in their apostasy and wickedness 
as in Genesis 6. ft ought . to be sufficient for us, at any 
rate, that God has revealed to us this much, that 1nan 
still retains all his faculties when the mortal and material 
part of him is put off for the time being and he is in the 
"unclothed" state; waiting for the time when he shall 
once more possess the body in a new condition, at the 
resurrection, and for ever. 

All this, as I have pointed out, is seen to be true of 
one in Hell, or Hades-a lost soul as we speak. But 
it is just as true of a saint-a saved soul. See that 
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marvellous picture given us of "A man in Christ" -
"Caught up to the third heaven," the very presence 
of God (2 Cor. 12). He was so abstracted, so to speak, 
from all sense of the body, that he did not know whether 
he was in it or out of it. Yet in that state of abstraction 
he had all his faculties, and could see, and hear, and 
receive, and be affected by Divine revelations. Are 
,ve asked to believe that all that is there declared of a 
sinner in Luke 16, is impossible, and not to be thought 
of in connection with a saint in the same state? Surely 
not ! It must be true of all human beings in the unclothed 
state. It is not a question of their character; nor where 
they are; but of what is true of them as in that state. 

But let us go on a step farther. Are we to suppose 
then, that the saints who are "with Christ" are 
incapable of any activity because they are not in the 
body? Are they incapable of worshipping-of praising 
-of serving the precious Saviour in whose presence they
are? Are they blind and cannot see Him? Deaf and
cannot hear Him? Dumb and cannot speak to Him?
No ! brethren, No ! We emphatically refuse the doctrine
of the sleep of the soul while in the unclothed state; or
of its helplessness and incapacity, to enjoy a state of
things which Scripture calls "far better" than being
here in our present condition. We utterly abhor and
repudiate such ideas! As already shown, the faculties
are all there. See again another example of it in
Revelation 6. 9-11-"The souls of the slain ones under
the altar." All symbolic, we shall be told. Surely it is!
Revelation is full of symbols! But it is, after all, the
true personalities-the true individuals, that are brought
before our notice there, but in the unclothed state:
though we do not think for one moment that they are
under a literal altar. Then observe they can see, and
speak, and think, and feel, just the same as the man
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in Hell. True, we have no revelation given us of the 
occupation of the redeemed in Heaven while "with 
Christ" and in that state; so that ·we cannot positively 
affirm what they do. But at the same time, with the 
evidence before us, we cannot suppose them with the 
possession of all their faculties not enjoying, intelligently 
enjoying, and worshipping Him who won their hearts 
by the sorrows, agonies, and death of His Cross; and whose 
holy, blessed, and delightful presence is the satisfying 
portion of their hearts and ours both here and hereafter, 
whether in the body-out of the hotly-or in it again 
in its new and eternal condition. 

With all this before us then, in connection with the 
sons of men in that condition; why should the thought 
of activity in the "unclothed" state be so seemingly 
abhorrent to some in connection with our blessed Lord 
Jesus-Son of Man, and Son of God, and His commencing 
His priesthood then ? He was a true ?vian-a holy sinless 
:Man surely! but none the less a true l\,lan. Was it 
impossible for Him to do this? 

Let us mark carefully the language of the Divine 
Word. "For if He were on earth He should not be a 
priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 
according to the law" (Heb. 8. 4). Now that is a clear 
and positive statement, and cannot be explained away. 
He was not of the tribe of Levi-the priestly family. 
His priesthood was not after Aaron's order, but after 
"the order of Melchisedec." It must surely commend 
itself to any one who quietly thinks, and with Hebrews 
7. 11, 12 before him, that there could not be two different
priesthoods in existence, and in active operation at the
same time and in the same sphere; and one the antitype
of the other! God is not the author of confusion ! · The
first (the Aaronic) must be set aside to make room for
the second-type must give place to antitype. Or the
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second must commence where and in connection ,vith a 
scene entirely outside the sphere where the first is in 
operation. And this last is exactly what Scripture 
teaches as to the Lord's priesthood. It began immediately 
after death, and before His resurrection. 

Nor will it do to affirm, as some do, that the passage 
quoted above (Heb. 8. 4) means "If He were now upon 
earth He could not be a priest ; " because the reason 
assigned by the Holy Ghost in that verse-"seeing that 
there are priests that off er according to the law "-held 
good when Christ was on earth before His death, just as 
much as it holds good to-day. It is impossible to evade 
its meaning. 

Then again, if we take the type on the day of atonement, 
the High Priest took the blood of the sin-offering and went 
into the presence of God in the holiest, and sprinkled it 
there. It was a material and earthly tabernacle. It was 
animal sacrifice, and therefore demanded the presentation 
of literal blood. There was no one there but himself 
and God. It was an act that no one witnessed. It was 
done in a place and at a time where no one could be to seP. 
it done on pain of death. It was done after the death of 
the victim, for it was the presentation of its blood. Are 
we asked then to believe that all this has no antitype? Is 
there not even "a shadow" of it ? Some brethren make 
much of Hebrews 10. 1 to combat chapter 9. 12. It says, 
"the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image," etc., and they persuade themselves, 
and try to persuade others, that this view (as set forth 
above) is too literal an interpretation, and makes too 
much of the type in Leviticus 16, and is more than "a 
shadovv." But it does not seem to strike them that their 
own interpretation of the type is not only a most 
unscriptural one, but is not even "a shadow," and robs 
us of any semblance of it at all! 
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They affirm that everything was fulfilled at the Cross 
when Jesus cried out, "It is finished." But if this is 
so, the typical teaching of Leviticus 16 is certainly 
strange and contradictory, and we are robbed, as I have 
said, of even "the shadow." Indeed, we have an 
atonement without blood! A very serious matter, surely l 
The altar where the victim was slain was in the courtyard; 
the blood was sprinkled in the holiest. Are these then 
the same? Is there no difference ? If we think of the 
antitype, was not the Cross on earth? And is not the 
holiest the presence of God in Heaven? (Heb. 9. 24). 
Then it was the priest who sprinkled the blood, as the 
priest, after the death of the victim. Did Jesus as High 
Priest do that before His death? And if He did it after 
His death, could it all be accomplished when He said 
"It is finished?" Such assertions bristle with difficulties 
and contradictions, and steal away even "the shadow" 
of part of the types. 

The fact is, the Lord bore our sins and the awful 
judgment of God due to those sins on the Cross. The 
Lord died on the Cross. Then, and then only, after 
death, and immediately after death, He became High 
Priest in a scene where there is "neither beginning 
of days nor end of life" (Heb. 7. 3), and carried out 
what answered to the type. The veil was rent, and 
the thief went to Paradise in proof that all was 
accomplished. Could that have been the case if the 
blood had not been presented by the priest in the holiest, 
and the type thus fulfilled? Impossible! Christ entered 
into the holiest by His own blood "once for all," because 
He had found an eternal redemption (Heb. 9. 12). This 
fulfilled the type, and this fulfilled the Scripture, and 
there is no contradiction, and no confusion, and no undue 
pressing of the type. 

But it is just here where all the trouble arises. And 
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why? Because the objectors will not have it that 
Christ entered Heaven then as priest, and in the "unclothed 
state." "Ghostly!" and all kinds of odious terms are 
used against it, and by men from whom we would have 
expected otherwise. They have allowed their feelings 
and their prejudices to govern them, rather than calm, 
quiet, and prayerful study of the Word; and Satan knows 
so well how to use that, and hinder the progress of the 
Lord's dear people in the truth. They forget, too, that 
th�ir own view of the subject places them on the horns 
of a dilemma, for on the one hand, it robs them of Christ's 
priesthood entirely; and on the other, it lands them in 
the very difficulty they wish to avoid. For if Christ was a 
priest on the Cross, and before death, then He died; 
and as death ends all priesthood here (Heb. 7. 23), He 
could not be a priest "after the order of Melchisedec," 
for that is "without end of life." And if He is not 
priest after that order He is not a priest at all. On the 
other hand, if His priesthood still continued, as is 
asserted by many, then He must have been a priest 
for three days in the disembodied state! Will they call 
that ghostly? 

But let us ask ourselves the question, Did the Lord 
J csus enter Heaven at all then? Surely He did. He 
went to Paradise; and that day the thief was received 
there by Him. In what condition then was our blessed 
Lord there at that time, and when His body was taken 
down, and while it lay in the grave? Was He in the 
clothed or unclothed state? The latter, surely, as 
Psalm 16. IO ancl Acts 2. 31 plainly teach us. Had He 
given up or lost any faculty that was true of Him ac; man 
before death? Were not the things which we have seen 
to be still true of both saints and sinners when in the 
unclothed state equally true of our blessed Lord when He 
was in that state? To think otherwise would be most 

I 
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derogatory to the holy and blessed Person of Christ, and 
putting Him lower than the creature! 

Then again, Hebrews 5. 9, 10 says, "Being made perfect, 
He became the Author of eternal salvation unto all them 

-that obey Him. Called (or addressed by God) an High
Priest after the order of Melchisedec." Could He be 
made perfect short of the sufferings of death ? The 
question answers itself. Could He be addressed by 
God as priest before He was made perfect, or fully 
consecrated-it is the same word as chapter 7. 28 
translated "who is consecrated for evermore?" Again the 
question answers itself. Did He need to wait till 
resurrection to be so saluted. If so, then when did He 
as High Priest deal with the blood in the heavenly 
sanctuary? For He did it-and did it as High Priest
or the type has no fulfilment, not even "a shadow." 
Not that He carried literal blood into Heaven. All who 
understand what blood-shedding and dealing with it 
as sacrifice means, know there was no need of that. 
But He did as priest what answered to that part of the 
type. Was it not till ascension that He did that? 
How then could the veil be rent immediately He died 
if that were so? And on what ground did the thief 
go to Paradise if atonement was not completed till the 
ascension? we might well ask, and wait in vain for an 
answer. 

Was it then impossible for the blessed Lord in the 
unclothed state, not only to continue to be what He 
had ever been as a man, but to commence His priesthood 
then? He gave up nothing He had before as man except, 
of course, the life of the flesh which He had laid down of 
Himself (John 10. 17, 18). He continued to be all He 
was before death, while His precious body was on the 
Cross and in the grave; and there is not one solitary and 
sensible objection that can be raised, that I know of, why 
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He should not become High Priest then ; or why He could 
not act in priestly function and fulfil that part of the type 
of Leviticus 16 at that time and in that state. 

The whole of the objections, it seems to me, are not 
only sentimental, through lack of apprehension of the 
teaching of the Word as to the unclothed state, but 
worse; because if fairly looked at as viewed and spoken 
of by many, it involves a state of unconsciousness and 
helpless inactivity on the part of the Lord until the 
resurrection-a thing which only needs to be stated to be 
instantly refused by all true Christians. 

We might take the questions up on other lines and 
say, it is not for us to say how the Lord should commence 
His priesthood. He was a Divine Person, and things 
could be true of Him which could not possibly be true of 
us. But let it suffice us that Scripture says He was not 
a priest on earth-and no man can possibly get behind 
that statement-and it also shows that atonement was 
not completed without the act of the Hi&h Priest dealing 
,vith the blood in the Sanctuary. The veil could not be 
rent, nor the thief go to Paradise, if atonement were not 
completed; and, seeing that both these things took place, 
it shows it was completed-done instantly, as it were, 
after His death. There was no long interval elapsing 
before it was :finished. Christ had become High Priest 
and completed the work of atonement, which God attested 
in that public way. 

On these lines Scripture is clear and consistent. To 
take the opposite view is to make it contradictory and 
cause confusion, besides robbing us of the anti-typical 
teaching of some parts of the types-stealing away even 
"the shadow" from us. Christ could act, and did act 
in the "unclothed" state. Saints can act and do act in 
the same state. By and by we shall have bodies of glory 
"fashioned like unto His body of glory;" then we shall 
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again possess the body as the 1nedium for the display of 
all our faculties, and as part of ourselves in the fulness 
of our blessing-spirit, soul, and body perfect. 

May God preserve us all from error in these solemn 
subjects, and guide our hearts and thoughts by the Holy 
Ghost into all the truth about His beloved Son, that we 
may have a deeper appreciation of Himself, and be more 
distinctly for Him here till we are with Him there for ever. 
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"The Bride, The Lamb's Wife" 

Who Is She? 

To the above question there seems to be various answers. 
It is not so many years ago there would have been but 
one; students of the Word would have replied at once
the Church. To-day, other answers being given, it
becomes us to know what Scripture teaches on the subject, 
for it, and it alone speaks with authority and settles the 
question; and until we have learned for ourselves what it 
teaches, we shall be affected more or less by the various 
conflicting statements that are advanced by one and 
another to-day. 

It has been taught by some that Israel is the Bride. 
One or two passages of Scripture will, I trust, clear 
the minds of any who are subject to the Word. I will 
also quote the words of another which puts the matter 
in a clear and concise way. "The Bride is 'the Bride 
of the Lamb,, not the Bride of Jehovah, though He.
who is the Lamb is Jehovah. Both Israel and Jerusalem 
are viewed as the wife of Jehovah. He being a Husband 
to both of them though for a time, because of their sins, 
they had been cast off. (See for Israel Hosea 1, 2 ; and 
for Jerusalem Isa. 54. 5). The tern1 Bride, too, neces
sarily suggests to us a relation to the Bridegroo1n very 
different from that of a divorced or cast off won1an, with 
whom her husband resumes nuptial relations. In this 
last case, of course, they have been interrupted, broken 
off ; in the former they never existed. Now what J eru
salem 

,
s relations were with Jehovah, and what Israel's 

were likewise, the prophets have told us (Ezek. 16 and 
Hosea 2. 2). The Bride never was in such a relation to 
the Lamb, and never will be to Jehovah." 
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Again, "The marriage of the Lamb takes place in 
Heaven (Rev. 19. 6-9); the renewal of nuptial relations 
with Jehovah and Israel takes place on earth. Israel 
will not be a bride; the Church is not a wife for a time 
cast off." Several other points of difference might be 
noticed, but this clear distinction will surely satisfy 
any subject mind. 

Others there are who teach that all the heavenly saints 
form the Bride. That is, Old Testament saints, the 
Church, and those saints martyred after the Church is 
gone; making up the companies mentioned in Revelation 
20. 4. Now there are two words translated "lamb"
in the New Testament and applied as titles to the Lord
Jesus. "Amnos" is a title connected only ,vith the past,
and occurs but four times in that part of Scripture (John
1. 29, 36; Acts 8. 32; and 1 Peter 1. 19). It was given
to the Lord Jesus on earth and connected with earth,
and relates to sacrifice, dealing with sin, and redemption
by blood. He was the Amnos for God and for us; but as
such He has no Bride. Jesus was alone as the sacrificial
Lamb, and it is important to remember this.

But there is another word translated Lamb--" Arnion"

-a title of the future. It occurs twenty-nine times in
the book of Revelation, and is found nowhere else. It
means a little lamb-a lambkin; and denotes insignificance
and rejection: not the thought of the Lamb for the altar,
but the rejected Lamb--now raised to the throne, and
kingdom, and glory. The world-rejected One, despised
and slain, is there seen in the highest Heaven, given the
highest place in glory, and a kingdom and a Bride, in
connection with the world to come-the Millennium-in
answer to His rejection and shan1e.

The present is the time of His rejection, while He is 
on high. The present is likewise the time that His 
Bride is being brought, blessed, and fitted to be His 
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wife hereafter. Here it is she shares His rejection, as 
there she will share His glory. Now such a place and 
portion, I judge, could not correctly be attributed to 
saints of a past dispensation. We could not speak of 
them as associated with Him as the Lamb; nor could 
we speak of them as the objects of Christ's present, 
unceasing love and devotion as His espoused Bride, in 
order to fit them for the position of wife hereafter (Eph. 5). 
It will not fit with the general tenor and teaching of the 
New Testament on the subject. 

It is well to remember that Paul in his ministry in 
connection with the Church as the espoused chaste virgin 
(2 Cor. 11. 2; Eph. 5), presents her as being fitted here 
in order to be presented there. He takes the Church 
up to Heaven. John, on the other hand, brings her 
down and presents her in her displayed beauty and glory 
to the world in the character of the holy city. He does 
not, however, see her in her relations to the Bridegroom, 
nor does he describe the marriage; none are permitted 
to do that. That is a sight reserved wholly for those 
who are in Heaven. He describes her as she is seen 
coming down from God out of Heaven. She must therefore 
have been taken up previously. It is the same blessed 
Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the same Bride in each 
case, only spoken of in keeping with the ministry of each 
of these apostles. We do not therefore expect to find in 
Pau� 's epistles the Lord set forth as the Lamb (Arnion), 
nor the Church spoken of as His Bride. At the same time, 
we do find teaching about the Bride as the Bride of Christ, 
though the word Bride is not used : as likewise the Bride
groom is supposed, though not mentioned. But are we 
to reject the truth because of the absence of the words? 
If so, we shall find ourselves compelled to reject some 
foundation truths for the same reason; a thing for which 
I think, none are prepared. 
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\Ve read, "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it." That does not include Old Testament saints. 
It is the Church. Not even the individuals who form 
it are here viewed as the objects of His love (though each 
one can say, "He loved me and gave Himself for me JJ). 
It is the whole Church-the concrete idea, and the Church 
exclusively. And what is the actual state of the Church 
that He has set His affections on and given Himself for? 
Is she suitable to Him? Does she answer to the desires 
of His heart concerning her? Is she fit to take her place 
as His wife? Far from it. There is a moral fitness and 
an education so to speak, required for the position she is 
destined to occupy as the Bride of Christ; hence the need 
of His present ministry and service. 

Objection has been taken to the use of the term "Bride 
of Christ, u because of the absence of the words. But 
what have we here? It is Christ who loved the Church 
and gave Himself for it. It is Christ who is sanctifying 
and cleansing it. It is Christ who is going to present it 
to Himself, a glorious, unspotted, unwrinkled Church, 
holy and without blemish. Are we then to rejec� the 
truth because of the absence of the Word? vVhy is the 
figure of husband and wife used here, if bridal relationship 
is not contemplated in the "presenting her to Himself u
in the future? Why the evident reference to Adam 
when Eve was brought to him? It is not the truth of 
the one body that is in view. The Lord does not present 
His own body to Himself. In that character it is part 
of Himself. A 1nan does not marry his own body; nor is 
a man's wife his body: though he ought to love her as his 
own body. If this does not teach that the Church is the 
Bride of Christ, what can it mean? And if it does, then 
it excludes all others, for none others can have a place in 
the Church, and therefore cannot form part of the Bride. 

At present she is viewed as espoused to Him as a chaste 
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virgin (2 Cor. 11. 2) ; not yet seen as ready, but being 
made ready: and made so by Himself, and for Himself; 
the joy of doing it a joy peculiarly His own, as the joy 
of anticipation of the marriage day-the day of presenta
tion to Himself must be likewise specially His own. 
As before noted, we do not expect to read here of "the 
Bride, the Lamb's wife;" that is a title of the future, 
taught only by John and connected with earthly display: 
whereas, as the Bride of Christ, it is wholly what she is 
to Him now and for Him in Heaven, and taught by Paul. 
Not that there are two Brides. No, it is one Bride; and 
He \vho is the Christ of the present is the Lamb of the 
future. 

Yes, it is Christ and His Bride the Church: she in her 
subjection now: He in His faithful love, cleansing and 
ptting her for the nuptial day. Then in the day of display 
to earth, it will be as "the Bride, the Lamb's wife" she 
will come forth. That is, the rejected One with the 
Bride who shared His rejection are seen together, satisfied. 
Then descending to earth, decked and dowered for display 
to earth, she will be seen in all her splendour and glory 
as the holy city New Jerusalem. Mark, not the heavenly 
Jerusalem.* How could these things be true of, or appli
cable to any other saints than the Church? Impossible! 
It is not a question of setting aside, or depriving Old 
Testament saints of blessing; God will see to it that they 
lose nothing; but the place that He has given the Church 
according to His eternal counsels, and in His ,vays as 
revealed in His Word. 

Then again, in the words of another, "The false bride 
-the harlot" (Rev. 17, 18)-is surely the harlot of this
Christian period, not a Jewish adulteress; and if she be
the Christian harlot, then the true Bride must be the
chaste Christian woman, or there would be no contrast;

• All the heavenly saints are on the burgess roll and bolong to the latter. Only
the Church of God compose the former. 
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for what is the false fornicating Christendom a travesty of, 
save of the pure Church of God that shall come out of the 
awful defection as "the Bride, the Lamb's wife.

,, 
And 

surely this witness is true. For if the saints of the past 
dispensation do form part of the Bride, it certainly seems 
incredible that for four thousand years or so, Satan should 
have no counterfeit of her on earth, and only begin when 
the Church is on the scene. In fact, it is so opposed to 
the ways of the enemy in his hatred and opposition to all 
the ways and truth of God, that that one fact alone would 
almost settle the question. 

Then we might ask again: Can such language be 
applicable to heavenly saints after the Church is gone? 
From what has passed before us we are compelled to say 
no, it cannot be; they form no part of the Bride any 
more than saints of the past dispensation. They partake 
in the first resurrection and live and reign with Christ as 
do all the heavenly saints (Rev. 20. 4). They are not, 
however, "partakers of the heavenly calling:" neither 
were Old Testament saints before them. They, like 
them, have an earthly calling, and because of their 
faithfulness they are slain, and obtain Heaven instead 
of earth. They are not losers in being slain, but gainers; 
hence we read, "Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord 
from henceforth" (Rev. 14. 13) . They lose earth but gain 
Heaven. 

There is one company, however, that some might feel 
inclined to look upon as part of the Bride because it says 
of them, "These are they that follow the Lamb (Arnion) 
whithersoever He goeth" (Rev. 14. 4). But it will be 
observed these are a company on earth, who pass through 
the awful horrors of that time of tribulation and are 
blessed with the Lamb on Mount Zion. They are not 
a company of heavenly saints. It is therefore evident 
they cannot form part of the Bride. 
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The more we examine the language used in Scripture 
and its connection, the more we see that the expression, 
"The Bride, the Lamb's wife," is only applicable to the 
Church and excludes all others. It does not deprive 
others of heavenly blessing, or sharing in the reign with 
Christ; but they have not that place of nearness to the 
Lamb as His Bride. Blessed indeed are those who are 
"called to the marriage supper" (Rev. 19). Wonderful 
privilege surely! But who can they be if all the heavenly 
saints form the Bride? Where do these come from? We 
can hardly apply such language to the angels. Would 
it not rather be spoken to and of those possessed of a like 
nature, and like feelings, and in a like position with our
selves as saved by grace, but who are not the Bride, though 
invited to share in the joy at the wedding feast? Such 
invited guests, I should judge, can only be the heavenly 
saints who do not form the Church-"the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife. " 

The Lord give our hearts to. apprehend more clearly 
the wonderful place and blessing that is ours in Christ 
according to His eternal purpose which He purposed in 
Christ before the world began, so that we may be formed 
by it here, while we wait His return to take us there to 
enjoy it in its fulness and perfection for ever, and as 
"the Bride, the Lamb's wife." 
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What a Contrast 

IN God's dealings with His people we see that, as a rule, 
after every occasion of blessing there comes a time of 
testing to see how far the truth has laid hold of our 
consciences and hearts ; and ho\v far we are prepared to 
carry it out in practice. It has ever been so! On the 
other hand, sometimes the "casting down" comes first, 
in order that there may be the "lifting up." Every 
mountain has its valley or plain; and if we go up, and 
obtain extraordinary blessings in so doing, we must come 
down to the realities, and temptations, and trials, and 
testings of life here below. We cannot always live in 
the third heavens, as it were, at least, not yet, not till we 
get new bodies at the coming of our Lord. 

We see it in the history of Israel. If they have a 
Jericho victory where the power of God is seen acting 
on their behalf, they get an Ai after it, because they 
have been carried away in forge�fulness of their need 
of dependence, and have to feel defeat till they learn 
their lesson. Even in our blessed Lord's life we see 
the same thing in a way; but oh! how different is His 
case to ours. In us there is pride, and selfishness, and 
sin, which have to be judged before we can prosper. 
Or these have to be judged, because they have been 
ministered to, and increased by our prosperity. In 
either case it is a pecessity we should go to Gilgal and use 
the knife of self-judgment. But not so with Him. He 
was the sinless and absolutely perfect One. Nevertheless 
we see the principle just the same-blessings made known, 
and then testing coming in after it. 
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In Luke 3. 21, 22, we see our blessed Lord as man, 
owned as the beloved Son of God, as He comes up out of 
the water at the baptism of John, and He is sealed with 
the Holy Ghost. A wonderful thought for our hearts 
to see Jesus taking in grace His place with that repentant 
remnant, confessing their sins, and God owning Him as 
His Son, and the One in whom He found all His delight. 
It is so beautiful too, to see in this Gospel the testimony 
is not about Him, but to Himself :/'Thou art My Beloved 
Son. In Thee I am well pleased. u The man Christ Jesus 
is owned by God, and sealed with the Holy Ghost. 

Then in chapter 4. 1-13, the Lord is led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil; and Satan 
makes his mighty effort to take Jesus out of the place of 
dependence, but only to be baffled and defeated. Jesus 
bound the strong man, and then began to spoil him of 
his goods (chap. 11. 21, 22). 

It is the second of these temptations, however, which 
I desire to notice for our instruction and comfort. Satan 
came to Jesus and said, as he showed Him from the top 
of the high mountain all the kingdoms of the world in 
a moment of time, "All this power will I give Thee, and 
the glory of them ... if Thou, therefore, wilt worship me, 
all shall be Thine." Satan is tempting a Man-a perfect 
Man. Does he succeed ? No I No I Jesus lives by the 
Word. He uses the Word as His only weapon against the 
enemy and conquers. "It is written," He said. The 
dependent man of Psalm 16 keeps the place of dependence, 
spite of the effort of Satan, and conquers him. 

Now, let us look at another picture in Revelation 13. 
But what a contrast l Satan is busy still. He finds 
another man, a blasphemous autocrat; one who has 
yielded himself to the Devil as the price �or what he 
gets from him. His boundless pride and ambition has 
carried him into the arms of him who was willing to 
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minister to it, in order to carry out his own schemes 
against Christ and the purposes of God in Him, and 
so we read, Satan "gave him his power, and his throne, 
and great authority." He is the wonder of the world
the object of their worship along with the dragon-Satan. 
He is the blasphemer of God and His tabernacle, His 
people, of all that is good, and holy, and true. No 
wonder he is called "the man of sin "-"the Beast." 

He has mounted up to Satan's hill top. He has seen 
in his ambitious Satanic-given dreams "all the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them, " and accepted the 
position from the Devil; but what a deep and awful fall is 
his when God takes in hand to bur I him down from his 
pinnacle alive into the lake of fire (chap. 19). Not only 
so, but what misery both he and his followers have to 
endure before that awful end is reached when God begins 
to deal with such wicked creatures. 

We read in Revelation 16. 10, 11: "And the :fifth angel 
poured out his vial upon the throne of the beast; and his 
kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their 
tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of Heaven 
because of their pains and their sores, and repented not 
of their deeds." Just think, how a,vful must be the 
judgments when men "gnaw their tongues for pain!" 
Oh, that men would think, and "flee from the wrath to 
come." Nothing will save them but Jesus and His 
precious blood; yet they refuse Him, and run the risk of 
being overtaken by God's judgment here on earth, and 
eternal judgment in the lake of fire hereafter. 

In Matthew 28. 18-20, we see the man who refused 
Satan's offer of kingdom and power; who was "obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Cross" (Phil. 2). The 
One who settled perfectly and permanently the whole 
question of sin, and put our sins away for ever to the 
glory of God and our salvation. We see Him risen from 
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among the dead, and hear him saying, "All power is given 
unto Me, in heaven and in earth. And how does He use 
that power? Not to oppress and afflict others. Not for 
wicked and ambitious schemes like the beast. No! He 
sends out His servants to disciple the nations and bring 
them under His beneficial sway and government. And, 
as we read in John 17. 2, to "give etemal life to as many as 
the Father hath given Him." By and by He will use His 
power in another way, as we see in Psalm 2. 3, 4. He will 
ask for the heathen as His inheritance and the uttermost 
part of the earth as His possession. And then, He will 
"break them with a rod of iron; and dash them to pieces 
like a potter's vessel." 

What a contrast, then, there is between God's Man 
and Satan' s man I What grace to open our eyes to see 
beauty in Christ, and find life and joy, and satisfaction 
in Christ; who will save us from the world and all its 
allurements; and preserve us to His heavenly Kingdom, 
to share with Him all the joys of that coming display that 
awaits Him and us. Let us never forget we pay a big 
price for anything the world or Satan offers us. May 
the Lord give us grace to refuse it as He did, by simple 
dependence on Him, and adherence to the Written Word. 
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Christ's Interests on the Earth 

To-day 
(EPHESIANS 5. 25-27.) 

I WANT to get before our hearts, beloved brethren, if I 
can

, 
distinctly and clearly, what the interests of the 

Lord Jesus Christ are upon this earth to-day. We need 
to be clear about it; for if we do not know what His 
interests are, and where they centre, we cannot act either 
individually or collectively, consistently with those 
interests and in suitability to Him. 

Scripture tells us that God loved the world. "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son" (John 3. 16). I am sure we are all familiar with 
and delight in that blessed truth. It lets us see where 
the love of God was centred-God loved the world. It 
is not some special individuals in the world, but the 
world itself-the world looked at in its concrete form
the whole world. It takes in all and shuts out none. 

Then for the display of that love, and the carrying out 
of the purpose of God's heart, the Lord Jesus came down 
here saying, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God;,, and 
by His one perfect offering of Himself on the Cross He 
glorified God about the whole question of sin, and opened 
up a righteous channel for God to act consistently with all 
that He is in Himself, and take poor sinners into favour 
and give them a new life and nature and eternal blessings 
with Himself. All that is very blessed indeed, and our 
hearts know it in some little measure, thank God. \Ve 
have learnt how He has satisfied His own heart in the way 
He has taken to satisfy ours, and we have found our rest 
in it. 
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"God so loved the world.
,, 

It never says Christ loved 
the world; nor does it say God loved the Church. It says, 
"Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it." If 
we want to know what are Christ's interests to-day-where 
the circle of His interests are to-day, we have the answer 
in this beautiful passage before us: it is the Church. 
The Lord thinks everything of the Church. The 
circle of His interests all centre there in. this present 
day. He loved it and gave Himself for 1t, and He is 
engaged in active service on hig}l to-day on behalf of it ; 
and He is going to take it to glory to be with Himself 
by and by, and then bring it back and display it in all the 
brightness and splendour of His own glory with which 
He will adorn it, when it will shine forth as the Holy City, 
New Jerusalem, having the glory of God-the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife. 

It is an immense thing, for our souls to get hold of that, 
and to find ourselves in the power of it. Especially is 
it needful for those who are young in the ways of the 
Lord. It is a great thing for us all to see that the affections 
of the Lord's heart flow out at the present time to His 
Church and not to the world. The second Psalm says, 
'''Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession." But the Lord has not asked for that yet. 
He says in John 17: "I pray not for the world, but for 
them whom Thou hast given Mc out of the world." By 
and by He will ask for the world, and God will give it to 
Him; and as Son of l'vlan He will possess everything. Son 
of Man is the widest title the Lord has, and as.such He 
will possess and reign over all things (Psa. 8). 

In connection with His love, there is a very beautiful 
passage in John 14, last verse: "But that the world 
may know that I love the Father, " etc. You see He 
is in the fullest fe�lowship with the mind of His Father, 

K 
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and He goes forth to accomplish His ,vill and prove to 
the world that He loved His Father. And how did He 
prove it? He said, "Arise, let us go hence," and He 
went to the Cross and there laid down His life, and thus 
in the very sorrows and agonies of death itself, He proved 
His perfect obedience, and devotedness, and love to His 
Father. 

Then there is another view of it, "The Son of God who 
loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 2. 20). Here 
it is seen in its individual character. We are each privi
leged to say-and how blessed to be able to say-"The 
Son of God loved me, and gave Himself for 1ne." That is 
how it is told out to each one of us: in going down into 
death itself, in order to meet and put away for ever every
thing that was against us and thus win the affections of 
our hearts by that marvellous revelation of the love of 
His own heart. 

When we come to Ephesians 5, it is neither His Father 
nor individuals, it is the Church. "Christ loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it." It is the Church as a 
whole, and His love is seen in the same blessed way, 
never stopping short of death-"He gave himself for it." 
Blessed Saviour! 

We have another picture of it-you remember it per
haps-in that beautiful passage in Matthew 13. 45, 46. 
A certain merchantman was seeking goodly pearls, and 
"when he had found one pearl of great price he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it." It was just one pearl! 
But he knew its value l How wonderful to think of the 
Lord selling all that He had to buy it! That is just another 
way of reading "Christ loved the Church, and gave 
Himself for it." The· pearl is the Church, it is the one 
thing of value to Him, and all His affections and interests 
centre in it. He will have other interests on earth by and 
by of course, but meanwhile they centre in the Church. 
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The Church had its commencement on the day of Pente
cost: that was its birthday. Of course there were saints 
prior to that. There were saints from Abel downwards, 
but they do not form any part of the Church. It is formed 
by the Holy Spirit indwelling each individual and uniting 
us to each other and to Christ the Head in Heaven. It is 
"the Church, which is His body" (Eph. I), and which will 
be displayed as His Bride in the day of glory (Rev. 21). 
He gave Himself for it. He will present it to Himself by 
and by, and it will be the object of His love for ever and 
ever. All His interests centre in it, and every one has to 
know that. in their own souls, so to come into the power 
and enjoyment of it. I cannot be in either the power or 
the joy of it if I don't know it. How gracious of the Lord 
to make it known so that we may be in His mind about it. 
It is a sorrowful fact that the majority of the Lord's people 
have not the slightest idea about the Church. If you 
doubt it, talk with them; you will soon see they know 
nothing about it They simply say, "He saved my soul 
and I 'm going to be in Heaven when I die;" and I say, 
Thank God for that! That is a great thing to be able to 
say.? Some will add, "And we must work for God and do 
all we can to get others saved." Very blessed thing, 
surely! But is there nothing more than that? Surely 
there is, and He would have us in communion with Himself 
about that which lies nearest His heart, and thus be able 
to act intelligently and consistently with it. 

It may be objected, Surely the Lord died for more than 
the Church. Does Scripture not say, "He tasted death 
for every man?" Certainly it does; "He tasted death for 
every man." We cannot be too clear as to the extent, the 
far-reaching extent, of the death of Christ. There is such 
value in the blood of Christ that it gives God title to bless 
all men. But we know, alas I that all men will not be 
blessed; many refuse it. It is only those who receive 
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Christ that find the blessing, and it is they who constitute 
the Church, and it is that Church that He loved and gave 
Himself for. That is the pearl of great price; and however 
much it may be tarnished through the failure of the saints 
He is going to make it just what His loving heart would 
have it, and then present it to Himself in all the glory He 
can put upon it and clothe it in, to be with Him in His 
Fathe'r's house for ever. Is it not wonderful! 

Then we have the way He takes in order that His 
thought about it may be accomplished. He has given 
gifts to men (Eph. 4)-"Set some in the Church" (I Cor. 
12) for the benefit of the Church. "He gave some apostles,
and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers. " He has made the fullest provision
for it so long as it is here. The evangelists go and get the
stones out of the quarry, and the pastors and teachers
square them and fit them into their place. Then there is
the Spirit guiding and controlling so that every member
and every joint and band adds their share to the building
up and edifying of itself in love. Nothing is left to human
wisdom to invent as an improvement on the Divine plan.
Christ is the Head of His body, and He by His Spirit
guides every member of it and knows just ,vhat is needed
so long as it is here in the place of need. I will not enlarge
upon this, but I think you will grasp the idea that I have
been trying to set before you. Thank God, there are some
to be found who have grasped the truth, and seek to
answer to the mind of the Lord, and are acting on these
Divine principles. We do not say we are the Church.
We must never be so presumptuous nor so foolish as to
say such a thing. We are not even a testimony to the
Church or an expression of it. We are simply a testimony
to its ruin, and in the midst of that ruin are seeking to
carry out Divine principles, and we find the favour and
blessing of the Lord in doing that. We seek to be in
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fellowship with the mind and the heart of Christ; and if 
we seek souls it is that they might be brought into the 
Church. If we meet saints we seek to instruct them with a 
view to their intelligently apprehending their place and 

- acting consistently with it. We do not seek to restore
anything, but in His presence, and according to His
mind, seek to act with Him and for Him.

Just a word or two more. What is it the Lord has 
before Him in the future? He is going to present the 
Church to Himself "a glorious Church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing; but holy and without 
blemish." Is it not a precious thought? It lets us 
see who He is. Who could do that but a Divine Person? 
Alas, there are many spots upon us now-the marks 
and defilements of the journey and our failures in it. 
Then there will be no spot. Wrinkles are the sign of 
trouble, and care, and worry, and old age. Just think, 
dear brethren, the Lord is going to present us to Himself 
without a trace of any of these. He will have no spot, 
no wrinkle, no furrow on the brow of His Bride when He 
presents her to Himself. Blessed, precious Lord! Yes, 
we are to be the true Eve of the last Adam. Eve was not 
presented to Adam as his body, but as his bride and wife, 
and while we are the body of Christ we are to be presented 
to Himself by Himself as His Bride, and we are to share 
with Him not only all His loving heart can give to us, 
but delight ourselves in viewing glories that are peculiarly 
His own and because they are His own. 

In Revelation 21 the Church is seen coming down out 
of Heaven as the Bride, the Lamb's wife, and set forth 
as the Holy City, New Jerusalem, "having the glory of 
God. " As a light bearer on the earth the Church has been 
a sad failure. The history of the seven churches in 
Revelation 2 and 3 makes that clear. The Church did not 
display Christ; nay, she glorified herself. But in the 
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eternal state all the blessed results of His work will be 
manifested, and she will be seen then setting forth in every 
conceivable way all the perfections and glories of Christ. 
The light of the city is simply reflected light, and every 
precious stone that sets it forth, but different views of His 
glory. He is everything and shines forth in all. May 
our hearts enter into it more fully, dear brethren, and live 
in the power of it, thus answering here and now to His 
heart, for His glory and praise. 
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A Few Thoughts on Gathering 

THERE are four points I want to say a word about in con
nection with gathering. First, the name to which we are 
gathered. Second, the principle on which we are gathered. 
Third, the place where we are gathered. Fourth, the state 
of soul need�d to be thus gathered. The Lord Jesus said, 
"For where two or three are gathered together unto My 
Name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt. 18. 20). 
He was looking forward and speaking of the present Church 
period. It had not begun then. He said, "On this rock 
I will build My church" (chap. 16. 18). To be gathered 
to His Name implies the recognition of His authority. 
It implies His consent, or His will that we should do it, 
and His pleasures in those whom He allows to do it. In 
worldly affairs no tradesman is allowed to use on his sign
board the name of His 1'fajesty the King at home; or His 
Excellence the Governor of the Colonies, except by consent 
of the King or Governor. And the use of their names 
shows they are pleased to give their patronage and thus 
honour that tradesman. 

First, then, the name to which we are gathered. If we 
think of the Old Testament, when the people got into the 
land, God would not allow them to sacrifice, i.e., worship 
Him, anywhere they pleased. He chose a place out of 
one of the tribes to put His Name there. He made that 
place His habitation; and thither they had to go (Deut. 
12. 5, 10, 11). By that means God intended to sever
them from all the false and degrading heathen worship
around, and ever remind them that they were a people
separated to Himself-that He, and He alone, had rights
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over them, and was entitled to all the homage of their 
hearts. He had redeemed them out of Egypt by His great 
power and outstretched arm; led them, and fed them for 
forty years in the wilderness; brought them through the 
river Jordan into their possessions; and His Name
Jehovah, the self-existent One-was to be their centre. 

When we come to the New Testament, "gathered unto 
My Name," we come into contact with a different relation
ship. The Gospels, however, do not inforn1 us what the 
name is. We turn to Acts 2. 36, and there we see the place 
of honour that God has given His Son, "God hath made 
this same Jesus ... Lord and Christ." Then we tum to 
l Corinthians 5. 4, and we learn the Name that is the centre
of gathering. "In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we are gathered together. " There is no such thing
as gathered to "the Name of Jesus" -or, "Jesus only, "
as is often said. It is either ignorance or lawlessness that
speaks of our Lord in that way. "Yea, though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet henceforth know we Him
no more." And to speak of Him, and to Him, merely as
Jesus, is to lower Him and know Him as "after the
flesh." He is now the risen, ascended, and glorified Man
in Heaven; in the new place and condition that God has
for man-made Lord and Christ, and faith knows Hin1,
and reverences Him there, and addresses Him by that
honoured and glorified Name, "Our Lord Jesus Christ.,

, 

That, then, is the Name. Now to be truly gathered to 
that Name carries with it not merely the Lord's sanction, 
but His presence, for He says, "There am I in the midst 
of them." It is not the Spirit in the midst, for that is 
ever true of course, seeing he has come down and abides 
for ever, and is "with us" as well as "in us" (John 14. 
16, 17). But it is the presence of the Lord Himself. When 
human reason, however, demands explanations as to 
"how,.': or tries to give explanations, we can only cry 
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"Halt l" It cannot be explained. It is another of the 
mysteries of the Divine Economy. Faith accepts it in 
humble thankfulness, and the Spirit gi'les the blessed 
sense and realisation of it, and that is what we want. 

That Name implies exclusiveness. There must be no 
other. It stands supreme in dignity and majesty high 
above every name (Phil. 2). It brooks no rival. It ex
cludes all others and allows none to be bracketted along 
with it. The knowledge of this shows the place of ex
clusiveness it puts us into as gathered unto and identified 
with it. It gives encouragement, too, to the gathered 
company in their prayers and praises; and authority in 
their discipline, for He is there. How blessed and precious. 

Second, the principle on which we are gathered. Many 
object to the expression "gathered on the ground of the 
one body." Well, what do they give us in its place? 
Nothing! Absolutely nothing, unless it be sectarianism 
or lawlessness. I know of no other ground or principle 
in Scripture on which saints can gather than that of the 
Body, seeing Scripture says "There is one Body" (Eph. 
4. 4). It is that which exists to-day; that of which each
Christian forms an integral part. If then I find I am a
member of the only Body that Scripture recognises, I am 
bound to act accordingly. We cannot meet simply as 
children of God, for that introduces the family relationship, 
and puts us under the authority of the Father; but it gives 
us no thought of the Head in Heaven and a body on earth 
united to the Head by the Holy Ghost. If there is a

0

body, 
there must be a head, and every member must be governed 
by the head, or we simply create confusion and deny the 
truth of the Body. 

Sometimes one is asked, "What body do you belong 
to?" I reply, "The one Scripture puts me into. " Then 
it is said, "But there are numbers of bodies on earth.'' 
"Then, of course, there must be numbers of heads; for 

L 
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you cannot have bodies without heads." Expressions 
such as these are common, and show that the idea of One 
Body-the Body of Christ, of which He is the glorified 
Head in Heaven, and the Holy Ghost the link, and 
energising power on earth, is really not apprehended. 

All Christians are members of the Body. Its birthday 
was the day of Pentecost. Its departure from earth will 
take place at and by the coming of the Lord. How that 
wonderful blessing has come about I have before pointed 
out. It is by the Holy Ghost indwelling us-sealing us 
(1 Cor. 12. 13). God has likewise made every provision 
for the maintenance of that Body, and for its healthy 
working and growth. He has set the members every one 
of them in the Body as it hath pleased Him in Divine 
wisdom, as in a human body (1 Cor. 12. 18). And that 
is important. We cannot put ourselves in the Body; 
neither can we choose what position we sq_ould occupy in 
it. God does that. He does not expect schism in the 
Body (see 1 Cor. 1. 10-14, and chap. 3. 1-6 and 12-25). 
He has made it a divine unity, and expects each member 
to carry out their responsibilities for the benefit of the 
whole, down to each joint and band. 

Now the whole of the saints in any given place are 
the Body of Christ there; so that in these days of brokenness 
and confusion and near the end, no company would 
surely be so foolish or presumptuous as to say ",ve are 
the Body of Christ ! " At the same time, while making 
no pretension to such a claim, we must act on the principles 
of "One Body and one Spirit." Paul could say to the 
Corinthians, "Now ye are the body of Christ and members 
in particular" ( 1 Cor. 7. 27) . That is, they were the 
Body, in the principle of their gathering, and they acted 
as such. Then take 1 Corinthians 10. 17, where we get 
the Lord's table set forth. "For we being many are one 
loaf, one body, for we are all partakers of that one loaf." 
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Thus our membership of the Body is outwardly expressed. 
on breaking together the same loaf at the Lord's table. 
Then, as 1 Corinthians 11. 25 tells us, "as often as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 
till He come. " 

Third, the place where we are gathered. This opens 
up another line of truth, and lets us see we are set in the 
house of God, and the idea it conveys to my mind is this: 
it is not only a place of privilege, but of responsibility, 
and we must learn to behave ourselves there; to act in 
suitability to the Person whose house it is, as Paul wrote 
to Timothy (1 Tim. 3. 15). God will not allow lawlessness 
in His house. Lawlessness is simply doing our own will, 
whether in the so-called good or bad way. As we look 
round and view the house of God to-day lawlessness reigns 
supreme. It is a case, as in the days of the Judges, of 
"every man doing that which is right in his own eyes" 
(Judges 21. 25). But to those who understand in any 
little measure what it means to be set in God's house 
and that "holiness becometh that house for ever" (Psa. 
96. 5), lawlessness must not be allowed a place, it must
cease, and all must be subject to the rule of the house.

Moreover, it is the place where the sovereignty of the 
Holy Ghost is recognised. It is the place, too, where 
discipline is exercised when called for; consequently the 
action of the Spirit of God there, and in that connection, 
is the Spirit's action in God's house, and for God's house, 
not for a mere part-a local part of it; and that seen and 
apprehended settles at once the vexed question of one 
Assembly judging another. Any question settled in an 
Assembly Scripturally gathered, and acting in the fear ot 
God and under the guidance of the Spirit, is settled for all 
the Assemblies. It is in the house and for the house, not 
merely for the local Assembly. The Spirit of God could 
never lead another Assembly to take up a matter which 
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He has brought to a settlement; that judgment would be 
accepted by all. Of course mistakes might creep in on 
account of our infirmities, but there are godly ways to 
meet such, which I must not here enter upon. Assemblies, 
however, on ground independent of each other is unknown 
in the Word, and such are generally found to be lawless. 

Fourth, the state of soul needed for those so gathered. 
There must be "lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love" (Eph. 4. 3). Each 
individual must be right with God for themselves, before 
we can be right corporately, or as Assemblies. We are 
not called upon to put each other right; nor yet to try 
to legislate for other Assemblies to put them right; ,ve are 
called upon to put ourselves right, and keep ourselves 
right. There must be an individual walk \vith God. 
We must be Enochs in character, and "walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all well pleasing, " as well as "walk worthy of 
the vocation, or calling, wherewith we are called." 

We are not. called upon to make anything, or join 
anything. All that has been done by God Hiinself. 
We are simply to carry out in our daily life the tn1th of 
what God has already made us; and to do this calls for 
that Spirit of lowliness and devotedness. Christ must be 
before our hearts as the object of our affections and our 
hope. A correct ecclesiastical position, however important 
can never make up for lack of affection of heart for Christ, 
and which necessarily means heart for one another. All 
is gone if that is gone. "Thou hast left thy first love, 
repent therefore" (Rev. 2. 4, 5). It is not the cold clear
ness of a correct ecclesiastical position that suits the 
Lord; but the love and warmth of sunlight shining into 
our hearts from a risen and glorified Saviour, and enjoyed 
in the power of the Holy Ghost ; which flows back to Him 
in devoted love and service, and flows out and interests 
itself in all His interests on earth. 
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