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Nature in the Light of Scripture 

The Lion, the War-horse, the He-goat, the King 

AGUR, whose name signifies "to gather," "to 
collect," was evidently a naturalist; a fact we 
gather from the only place in the Bible in 

which his name occurs. He formed an acquaint
ance with nature, as all naturalists do, by a close 
study of her operations. And to form an acquaint
ance with nature is, to some extent, to become ac
quainted with God, whose work nature is. Agassiz, 
the God-fearing student of God's works, speaking of 
the life furnishings of the earth, says:—"The com
bination in time and space of these thoughtful con
ceptions, exhibits not only thought,— it shows pre
meditation, power, wisdom, greatness, prescience, 
omniscience, providence; in one word, these facts in 
their natural connection proclaim aloud the one 
God, whom man may know, adore, and love; and 
natural history in good time becomes the analysis 
of the thoughts of the Creator of the universe, as 
manifested in the animal and vegetable king
doms."* 

*Science of the Day and Genesis by E. Nisbet, D.D. 
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4 NATURE IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 

What a blessing to mankind would the study of 
nature be if naturalists generally were men who 
knew, loved, and feared God! With some excep
tions, they have been men who ignored Him. 
The Book, which under divine guidance and illumi
nation, would put them in possession of the whole 
truth, they discard. Its divine origin is denied. 
Rejecting this supernatural revelation, they lack 
the ability to interpret correctly and intelligently 
the thoughts of God as expressed in creation. 

I t is to be remarked that sin has not merely 
affected man, but also the creation over which he 
was placed as head. "The creation was subjected 
to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of him 
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup
tion into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God" (Rom. 8: 20-21 R. V.) "Vanity" and "bond
age" mark its present state, not its original one. To 
unbelieving men who refuse the light of revelation, 
it must remain in its present condition an enigma. A 
Doctor Arnold once remarked, "The whole subject 
of the brute creation is to me one of such painful 
mystery that I dare not approach it." 

Certain things were grouped together by Agur in 
a way which must be divine. In the inspired Vol
ume there is nothing which we may ascribe to the 
ingenuity of man, since all who were employed to 
contribute to its contents were so absolutely under 
divine control that the admission of error was im-
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possible,—"holy men of old spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost" (II Peter 1:21). 

Agur forms six groups, four objects being put into 
each group. This is surely a divine arrangement. 
All the members of each group have some common 
characteristics. Each one has also its individual 
differences. Both the qualities which they have in 
common and those in which they differ can be 
studied with profit. If the reader has perused my 
booklet on the preceding group and that on the 
ruminants he will have seen the same pecu
liarity. 

We shall now quote the passages from Proverbs, 
and so get the subjects of our meditation before us. 
"There be three things which go well, yea, four are 
comely in going: a lion which is strongest among 
beasts, and turneth not away for any; a greyhound; 
an he-goat also; and a king against whom there is no 
rising up" (Prov. 30: 29-31). 

In the preceding group (verses 24-28) we found 
some difficulty in identifying the last creature, the 
lizard, which is spider in the Authorized Version. 
In this collection translators have found perhaps 
greater difficulties in identifying the second, for 
which our common version has greyhound in the 
text and horse in the margin. Most commentators 
believe the war-horse to be the animal Agur had in 
his mind. For the present I shall assume this to be 
the creature referred to. The reasons for this view 
I shall give when I come to dwell on that animal. 
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I trust the reasons given are such as will carry con
viction. 

Three animals and a human being constitute this 
group. The animals are from species differing 
widely, according to the classification of naturalists. 
They are here associated by the pious naturalist for 
reasons which must be divine. If God, for our 
learning, has grouped these together, He has the 
highest reasons for so doing. Divine wisdom is ex
pressed in it. 

I t may seem unaccountably strange that a human 
being should complete this group. Believing that 
Agurwas divinely guided in his choice, it is our privi
lege to seek the reason for this. "I t is the glory of 
God to conceal a thing; but the honor of kings is to 
search out a matter" (Prov. 25:2). 

Before I come to dwell on the distinctive qualities 
of each, I would point out the four things which the 
members of this group have in common. These are 
(1) superiority in kind; (2) a dignified bearing; (3) 
a militant spirit; (4) power. 

The lion has from time immemorial been termed 
the "king of beasts." We shall see how well he de
serves this distinction. The war-horse is the 
noblest of his kind, as we shall see. The he-goat 
is just as plainly and distinctly the king of the 
flock, being its leader. The king is the ruler of 
men. 

Grace of movement is the second. The lion is 
stately in his march. The horse is distinguished by 
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beauty of movement. The he-goat has a dignified 
bearing. The king is "comely in his going." 

The spirit of warfare. The statement that "the 
lion turneth not away for any" implies conflict. 
The horse, in most references to him in the Scrip
tures, is seen in connection with warfare. The he-
goat in this connection carries his militant nature 
in his name, the Hebrew word for he-goat in this 
verse being tayish which signifies a "butter", or 
"striker". The king here is seen in connection 
with his army. "Against whom there is no rising 
up" is given in the margin of the R. V. "when 
his army is with him." 

Finally, power. The lion is the strongest among 
beasts, Agur declares. "There are several Hebrew 
words which are used for the lion, but that which 
signifies the animal in its adult state is derived 
from an Arabic word signifying strength; and there
fore the lion is called the strong-one, just as the bat 
is called the night-flier."* 

In Job, Chap. 39, a vivid description is given of 
the war-horse, in which one of the first qualities as
cribed to him is strength. "Hast thou given to the 
horse strength." A verse in the Psalms reads, "He 
delighteth not in the strength of the horse" (Ps. 147: 
10). The ordinary Hebrew word for goat is ez, 
which signifies the goat generically, whether he or 
she-goat. The word ez means "strong." f 

* Bible Animals by J. G. Wood. 
fSee Dictionary of Hebrew Bible by James Strong. 
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Of the king, Agur says, "Against whom there is 
no rising up." This clearly denotes resistless might. 
The strength of the king here is not however his own 
personal strength; he represents the military power 
of the empire over which he rules. 

We shall now briefly look at those characteristics 
in the people of God represented by these animal 
qualities. First— 

SUPERIORITY OF RANK 

The creative series came to an end in the creation 
of man, reaching in him its climax. He was the 
last as well as the noblest of God's creatures. He 
alone was made in the image of God, which quali
fied him to be the ruler of all the creatures below 
him. God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth" 
(Gen. 1 :26). 

Man was created directly by God. He is not 
the product of so-called evolutionary forces. Agas-
siz, who never for a moment entertained the foolish 
and degrading and God-dishonoring doctrine of 
evolution, says: " I confess that there seems to me 
to be a repulsive poverty in this material explana
tion that is contradicted by the intellectual grandeur 
of the universe; the resources of the Deity cannot be 
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so meagre, that, in order to create a human being 
endowed with reason, He must change a monkey 
into a man."* 

If man by creation was a being of great dignity, 
by redemption he is lifted to a still higher plane, 
both as to his nature and as to the place he is to 
nil under and with Christ. The first man though 
bearing the divine image was not created in 
"righteousness and true holiness." He did not 
participate in the divine nature. These things be
long to him as created anew in Christ Jesus. Let 
us listen to a few testimonies of inspired men con
cerning the greatness of redeemed man: "The excel
lent in whom is all my delight" (Ps. 16 :2); of His 
own will begot He us that we should be a kind of 
first fruits of His creatures (James 1:18); "Ye are a 
chosen generation" (I Peter 2 :9 ) . 

From such a high order of being, from one pos
sessed of such an exalted nature, one would look for 
ways noble and dignified. So we have next— 

GRACE OF MOVEMENT 
"There be three things which go well, yea, four are 

comely in going." The words "go" and "going" are 
the translation of two different Hebrew words. 
The first means to step well. "Stately in their 
march"(R. V.). This is applied by Agur to the ani
mals only. The second means to "walk", and re
fers to the king. "The writer (Agur) does not say 

* Method of creation. 
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'step well' of the king, nor would it be so suitable; 
but the more hidden meaning of the first three 
comes to the surface in the last—the king."* 

The word of God claims for itself plenary inspira
tion; and therefore it behoves us to note carefully 
any change of terms an inspired writer may make. 

Agur directs special attention to the manner of the 
movements of these creatures. They are marked 
off from most other animals by a distinctive and 
characteristic bearing. J. G. Wood, referring to the 
characteristics of the lion, makes these remarks: "In 
the first place, size for size, the lion is one of the 
strongest of beasts. Perhaps it is surpassed in 
point of sheer strength by the mole, but it pos
sesses infinitely more activity than that animal. 
Moreover, the strength of the mole is concentrated 
in its forequarters, the hind limbs being compara
tively feeble; whereas the strength of the lion is 
equally distributed over the body and limbs, giving 
to the animal an easy grace of movement which is 
rare with such a structure." f The horse and the he-
goat have the same general physical structure, 
lending dignity and grandeur to their going. 

What is so singular and uncommon in these ani
mals should surely be significant. I t should speak 
of something peculiar and distinctive in those whom 
they represent; of something which marks them off 

*Numerical Bible on Matthew by F. W. Grant. 
fBible Animals. 
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from other men; of something which stamps them 
as a people of superior worth. 

In nature about us life manifests itself in myriad 
forms. One form is distinguished from other forms 
by certain clearly denned characteristics. So the 
life of the children of God manifests itself by cer
tain traits which mark them as a distinct class. 
"Be ye therefore imitators (R. V.) of God, as dear 
children" (Eph. 5 :1) . "But ye are a chosen gener
ation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu
liar people, that ye should show forth the praises 
(excellencies R. V.) of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light" (I Peter 2 : 9 ) . 
"In this the children of God are manifest and the 
children of the devil: whosoever doeth not right
eousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not 
his brother" (I John 3 :10). 

Thus if Christ's ways and excellencies are ours, 
what holy dignity and moral elevation will charac
terize us. There will be nothing low, groveling, or 
ignoble in our deportment. Stateliness will mark 
all our goings. Like these animals that step well, 
we shall be noble and kingly in our conduct in a 
world full of moral deformity and degeneracy. 

The Third common trait is 

A MILITANT SPIRIT 

In a world so full of evil and Satan's wiles, con
flict is inevitable. Paul exhorts the Ephesians to 
put on the panoply of God that they might be able 
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to defend themselves, to repel every assault of the 
enemy. He also enjoins Timothy to "endure hard
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (II Tim. 2:3). 

The nature and some of the details of this warfare 
will come before us as we take up each creature by 
itself. We pass on to the fourth and last char
acteristic— 

POWER OR MIGHT 

To live the life of Christ, to imitate God in a world 
alienated from Him, power is essential. Again, to 
overthrow the strongholds of Satan, to expose his 
artifices, might is indispensable. The physical 
strength of these animals represents the divine 
power by which alone the Christian is able to 
live the life of Christ before men and to destroy 
Satan's power expressed in his delusions. 

Having briefly examined the qualities which the 
members of the group have in common, we may now 
look at those in which they differ. 



THE LION 

This creature heads the list for evident reasons— 
he is the strongest and most majestic. The traits 
he has in common with his associates are more pro
nounced in him. In the preceding group the first 
place was assigned to the ant, because its wisdom 
excelled that of its associates. 

Through sacred Writ there are about 130 refer
ences to the lion. Every aspect of his nature is 
brought before us. By Scripture alone therefore we 
may gain a thorough knowledge of this terrible but 
majestic animal. 

There are a few places in Scripture where the lion 
is grouped with other creatures. See Daniel, Chap. 
7 and Rev., Chap. 4. In these he occupies a similar 
position. The first of the four universal empires is 
represented by a lion, because of its strength and 
majesty. For stable and effective government, 
irresistible power is the first requisite. The lion 
which typifies this quality has therefore the first 
place in Rev., Chap. 4. 

"A lion is strongest among beasts." Strength is 
manifest in his whole physical frame. In this re
spect he is indeed a marvel. Speaking of him J. G. 
W. says: "No epithet could be better deserved, for 
the lion seems to be the very incarnation of strength, 

13 
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and, even when dead, gives as vivid an idea of con
centrated power as when it was living. And when 
the skin is stripped from the body, the tremendous 
muscular development never fails to create a sensa
tion of awe. The muscles of the limbs themselves, 
so hard as to blunt the keenedged knives employed by 
a dissecter, are enveloped in their glittering sheaths, 
playing upon each other like well-oiled machinery, 
and terminating in tendons seemingly strong as 
steel, and nearly as impervious to the knife. Not 
until the skin is removed can any one form a con
ception of the enormously powerful muscles of the 
neck, which enable the lion to lift the weighty prey 
which it kills and to convey it to a place of secu-
rity." 

Among the beasts of the wild where ceaseless 
struggle is going on, the lion because of his match
less strength rules supreme. "He turneth not away 
for any." This makes him in very deed the "mon
arch of the forests." 

Divine resistless power in the people of God ex
ercised in conflict with the enemy is what this brute 
force represents. "Behold I give unto you power 
to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the 
power of the enemy" (Luke 10 :19). "Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might. Put on the whole armour of God that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
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dev i l . . . . Therefore take unto you the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand" (Eph. 6: 10, 11, 
13). "Ye are of God, little children, and have over
come them: because greater is He that is in you than 
he that is in the world" (I John 4 : 4 ) . 

In the Spirit of God thus we have power that is 
more than adequate to overcome all the forces of 
Satan. Being filled with this power the soldier of 
Christ need not turn "away for any." 

In Hebrew we have words which refer to the lion 
in his various stages of growth. The word employed 
by Agur is laish which means an old lion. In 
Job 4 : 11 it is translated so. I t is the beast in his 
full strength and vigor. 

This surely is significant. To be a successful 
warrior one must be in the full possession of all his 
powers. 

In Israel those who were enrolled in Jehovah's 
army were full-grown men—"from twenty years old 
and upward." A new convert is scarcely fitted for 
the battle field. For this conflict one must have ar
rived at maturity in the knowledge of God. This 
condition is expressed by the Greek word teleos, 
which is rendered in English "perfect" or "full-
grown" (See Heb. 5 : 14; I Cor. 2 : 6 ; 14 : 20). 
Only such would be properly fitted for a struggle in 
which the devil displays all his cunning. 



THE WAR-HORSE 

As already remarked, the kind of creature Agur 
had in mind has been questioned. Both the Author
ized and Revised Versions have greyhound in the 
text; the former has "horse" in the margin and the 
latter "war-horse." Both versions also give the 
meaning of the Hebrew word in the margin: the 
Authorized, "girt in the loins"; R. V. "well girt (or 
well knit) in the loins." 

Some have conjectured that an athlete or wrest
ler was meant; others, a cock. 

Is it possible to arrive at a measure of certainty 
or must we remain uncertain as to what animal is 
meant? 

One of the required characteristics is that the 
creature must step well. Were it a matter of speed 
the greyhound might suit; but grace in going, and 
not speed, is the requirement. 

We have already noticed in our remarks on the 
lion that an animal whose strength is equally dis
tributed over the whole body has an easy grace of 
movement. The horse is a very strong creature in 
all his parts, and this is the secret of his noble bear
ing. "In compactness of form, elegance of propor
tions, grace of movement, combined with strength 
and speed, he is excelled by no animal." 

"Girt in the loins" is supposed by some to refer 
16 
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to some physical peculiarity of the greyhound in 
those parts. But might it not refer to the trappings 
with which all orientals love to decorate their steeds? 

Gesenius has war-horse.* 
Weighing all that has been advanced above, I 

without any hesitation take the war-horse to be the 
animal referred to. I think we shall be confirmed 
in this thought as we see what the horse stands for. 

"Girt in the loins" is an expression frequently 
found in Scripture. What does it mean? 

To loose the loins is to reduce or weaken the 
strength. God says to Cyrus, " I will loose the loins 
of kings," so that he could triumph over them (See 
Isaiah 45 : 1). On the other hand, to gird the loins 
is to increase the strength. "The bows of the 
mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are 
girded with strength to the battle" (I Sam. 2 : 4 ) . 
"For thou has girded me with strength" (II Sam. 
22 : 40). "She girded her loins with strength" 
(Prov. 31 :17). 

We shall now look at this expression in two differ
ent connections in the New Testament. "Where
fore gird up the loins of your mind" (I Peter 1 :13). 
"Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
t ruth" (Eph. 6 : 14). The first passage is in con
nection with our walk and ways on earth; the second 
has to do with our warfare with wicked spirits in the 
heavenlies. 

*Gesenius Hebrew Lexicon. 
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Peter addresses the people of God as strangers 
and pilgrims. In their passage through the world 
they are to reflect the ways of Him who is gone into 
heaven. "As obedient children, not fashioning 
yourselves according to the former lusts in your ig
norance: but as He which hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of conversation (living R. V., 
I Peter 1 : 14, 15). What holy dignity and beauty 
there were in all the ways of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
His ways are to be our ways. The "beauty of 
holiness" is to shine in all our ways among men. 

To express the Christ-life, power in the Christian is 
necessary. The whole inner man must be strong. 
As we have seen, the animals which are "stately 
in their march" are equally strong in body and 
limbs. The will, the conscience, yea, all the powers 
of the mind and of the soul, must be divinely ener
gized in order that practical holiness may result. 

This power resides in the girded loins. Those to 
whom Peter writes were once under the dominion of 
their lusts, which in the days of their ignorance ruled 
and fashioned them. But now light from another 
world had come into their minds; they had been 
brought in contact with other and higher objects; 
things which the prophets of old predicted and 
which angels desired to look into had been revealed 
to them; in short, Christ in His sufferings and glories 
filled the vision of their souls. To gird up the loins 
of the mind is to gather in the thoughts away from 
occupation with unworthy objects and fix them upon 
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things above where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
of God. To a soul so occupied, what power is there 
for a walk characterized by dignity and true king-
liness! What moral excellencies express them
selves in him, even the excellencies of Christ! 

The other text which speaks of girded loins is in 
connection with warfare (See Eph. 6 :14). 

I t has already been observed that the horse has a 
militant spirit. This is a very remarkable fact, since 
he is apparently possessed of such a gentle, inoffen
sive disposition in the environment in which we or
dinarily find him. On the battlefield he displays 
qualities which seem to lie dormant in other cir
cumstances. 

If the reader will consult a concordance he may be 
surprised to find that in nearly every reference to 
the horse in the Scriptures he is seen in connection 
with warfare. A few texts must suffice. "The horse 
is prepared against the day of battle" (Prov. 21 : 
31). "Every one turneth to his course, as the horse 
rusheth into battle" (Jer. 8 : 6 ) . "The Lord of 
hosts hath visited His flock, the house of Judah, and 
hath made them as His goodly horse in battle" 
(Zech. 10:3) . 

In Job 39 :19-25 a divine portrait of this remark
able animal—the war-horse—is given. Among 
other features, strength is prominent. "Hast thou 
given to the horse strength?" God asks Job. 

For the spiritual conflict strength—divine strength 
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—is essential. No one can cope successfully with 
satanic principalities and powers in the heavenlies 
without the aid of Christ's might (Eph. 6 : 10). 

This divine power can be utilized only by one who 
has on the "whole armour of God," the first and 
most important part of which is the girdle of truth. 
Truth realized in the power of the Spirit restrains 
the lusts within. I t occupies the mind with God 
revealed in Christ. This is power for successful 
warfare with wicked spirits. 

Another indispensable trait for the battlefield is 
courage or boldness. The lion, the horse, and the 
he-goat possess this characteristic in a very marked 
degree. "The righteous are as bold as a lion" 
(Prov. 28 :1). "He goeth on to meet the armed 
men. He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; 
neither turneth he back from the sword" (Job. 
39 : 21 and 22). 

Courage in the presence of the foe is the result of 
practical righteousness, which is represented by the 
breast plate or second part of the armour (Eph. 6). 

The Hebrew word for horse is soos, from an un
used root meaning to "skip (properly for joy); a 
horse (as leaping)"—Strong's Dictionary. "He re-
joiceth in his strength" (Job 39 : 21). 

All God's true warriors have been happy men. 
The joy of the Lord has been their strength. God 
has been with them in the conflict, and that fact 
has been the secret of their happiness. 

Thus it is on the battlefield that the horse exhib-
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its all the glory and grandeur of his character. One 
has said, "The characters of the horse in battle are 
all virtuous without the least mixture of vice; his 
military glory is as spotless as it is great." So it 
has been with Christ's warriors, as we may see iu 
David, Paul, Luther, and many others. 



THE HE-GOAT 

We come now to a different animal from either 
the lion or the horse: therefore other thoughts shall 
occupy us. Each animal has its own individual 
qualities. When we looked at the goat as associated 
with the ruminants,* we noticed that he represents 
a leader of men. This we gathered from the follow
ing references: Isaiah 14 :9; Jer. 50:8; Ezek. 34 and 
Zech. 10 : 3. The Hebrew word for goat in these 
texts is attud, which means prepared, i. e. "full-
grown." Babes cannot be leaders. "Woe to thee, 
O land, when thy king is a child" (Ecclesiastes 
10 :16). Jehovah in His displeasure gave Israel 
children and women to guide them. " I will give 
children to be their princes, and women shall rule 
over them" (Isaiah 3 :4 ) . 

Agur links the he-goat with the lion and the horse. 
Here he represents a warrior. The Hebrew word 
is tayish, which denotes a butter or striker. We thus 
view him in a different light. 

In common with his associates he has a dignified 
bearing, typifying ways noble and elevated in God's 
people. 

The he-goat is a very striking type of a soldier of 

*See Ruminants 

22 
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Christ. He has not merely the strength and cour
age necessary for combat, but he is also thoroughly 
armed, having strong horns for his weapons. 

The goat family is a strong and vigorous race, a 
fact which the Hebrew word for goat indicates, as 
shown already. Strength marks their whole phys
ical structure. "The color of a goat is remarkable 
for depth, indicating that there is more blood in a 
goat than in almost any other animal; and it is re
markable as a physiological fact, that this general 
distribution of blood and consequent redness of ap
pearance in the muscles of animals, is always in 
proportion to the degree of energy with which those 
muscles are exerted, or capable of being exerted." 

To contend effectively for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints is not the work of a weak
ling. Spiritual, yea, divine power alone is com
petent. Stephen displayed great power in conflict 
with the enemies of truth. They were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake 
(Acts 6 :10). "With great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus" 
(Acts 4 : 33). O for men of power in our day to at
tack and destroy the strongholds of Satan. 

Courage is also a prominent trait in the goat fam
ily; and this quality is very conspicuous in the he-
goat. Without courage no one can be a soldier of 
Jesus Christ. Twenty-two thousand men of Gid
eon's army were "fearful and afraid" (Judges 7:3). 
They lacked the soldier virtue without which they 
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were unfitted for warfare. "They spake with bold
ness" (Acts 4 : 31). Holy courage was a striking 
trait in Martin Luther, the great central figure in 
the Reformation. In Melanchthon that trait was 
largely lacking. In Erasmus, the Dutch scholar, a 
contemporary of Luther, the soldier virtue was al
most entirely absent: he had no courage to defend 
the truth which he recognized as from God. 

In the time of the Reformation some one was 
urged to make an attack upon Luther; the person 
declined, saying, "Luther has horns, and he knows 
how to use them." 

The he-goat is well equipped for combat. His 
horns are his defensive as well as offensive weap
ons. These correspond to the armour of God 
which the Christian soldier is enjoined to put on in 
order to "stand against the wiles of the devil" (Eph. 
6 :11-17). 

To use these horns effectively an animal needs to 
be strong. We have seen that the goat has this 
characteristic. In combat with a foe he strikes with 
all the might that is in him, throwing his whole 
weight against it, and withal with remarkable 
courage. 

How many examples there are in the Bible of men 
who have exhibited divine power and a God-given 
courage in the overthrow of some form of eviL 
Among the ten tribes of Israel a fearful evil—the 
Baal idolatry—reared its head. Elijah attacked 
and destroyed it, and brought the nation back to 
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allegiance to Jehovah. The "spirit and power" of 
Elijah were competent for this. 

In the New Testament we have a most noted ex
ample in Paul. The wisdom of the world had in
vaded the Corinthian assembly. Paul made a pow
erful assault upon this evil. With weapons of war
fare which were divinely effective he pulled down 
the devil's strongholds and cast down reasonings and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ (II Cor. 10 :4,5). 
His speech and his preaching were not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, that the faith of the Corinthians 
might not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God (I Cor. 2 :4,5) . 

Among the Galatians a different form of evil was 
doing its melancholy work. There Judiaism was 
exerting its baneful influence. The brethren had 
been taught that unless they were circumcised and 
kept the law of Moses they could not be saved (Acts 
15). He-goat-like Paul hurled himself against this 
the devil's stronghold with divine might and threw 
it down. He did not give place by subjection for 
one hour to these false brethren who sought to 
bring the people of God into bondage. He even 
withstood Peter to the face at Antioch, because he 
was to be blamed in yielding to the influence of this 
judaizing spirit (See Galatians Chap. 2). 

What extraordinary power and valor were dis-
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played in this great warrior that the truth of the 
gospel might continue with the people of God. O 
for men in our day who can and will be valiant 
for the truth. 

Now the fourth and last — 
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There must be some specific reason why a human 
being, one too in the highest position of honor and 
power among men, should be associated with these 
animals. 

Evolution makes man a descendant of the brute 
creation, the nearest known ancestor being said to 
be the monkey. Henry Ward Beecher, who for 
twenty years before his death was an evolutionist, 
stated in 1882 in New York at a dinner given on the 
occasion of the visit of Herbert Spencer, the noted 
English advocate of the Darwinian Theory, that he 
was perfectly willing to be regarded "as having 
personally descended from the monkey, provided 
he could be sure of having descended far enough."* 
One would infer from this avowal that the noted 
pulpit orator was ashamed of his brute ancestry 
even though that connection were remote. 

Man is distinguished from the beasts by the 
possession of spirit or mind, which is the seat of 
reason and intelligence. By this he is allied to 
beings above him—God and angels. 

In Ezek., Chap. 1 and Rev., Chap. 4, certain attri-

* Evolution and Christianity by Teeft, page 39. 
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butes of God which become manifest in the exercise 
of His government are represented by four living 
creatures. One of these is a human being, who 
stands for the intelligence characterizing that 
government. 

For a similar reason Agur associates man with 
the beasts which have engaged us. He represents 
the divine wisdom in the people of God, directing 
them in their ways and conflicts. 

Compared with many animals on the basis of 
physical or brute force, man is inferior. His is 
more specially mental force, the power of intelli
gence. Wisdom is power, as is illustrated in Eccle. 
3:13-18, where a poor man by his wisdom delivers 
a strongly besieged city. 

This brute force man employs, as is his right to 
do, in the various pursuits of life. By the em
ploying of it he accomplishes what otherwise would 
be impossible to him. Until recent years the beasts 
have been his burden bearers. Now he has dis
covered steam and electrical power by which he 
accomplishes results simply marvelous. By his in
telligence he controls and guides these forces of 
nature to serve his own ends. 

The animals that have been under consideration 
are very strong, but none of them is particularly 
noted for instinctive and superior wisdom. The 
lion ranks low in the scale of intelligence. The 
horse is lacking in this respect. "Be ye not as the 
horse or as the mule which have no understanding, 
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whose trappings must be bit and bridle to hold them 
in" (Ps. 32:9 R. V.)- The he-goat, as viewed by 
Agur, is a butter or striker. He can strike hard 
and effectively, but he does not exhibit much dis
crimination: he strikes at any object before him. 
He possesses strength and courage—the soldier 
qualities—but he lacks the discernment of an in
telligent soldier. 

Now a question. Why does Agur associate a 
king with these animals, a man in the place of 
supreme authority? Why not a man in ordinary 
circumstances? Two answers can be given to 
these questions: first, the king stands for the highest 
wisdom in his realm; second, as king he is vested 
with and controls the military forces of the empire 
over which he presides. 

To fill properly the place as supreme ruler, the 
Ising must possess superior wisdom. A person of 
ordinary ability could not rightly fill this place, 
could not fulfil the weighty duties associated 
with it. 

To fill the divinely given place becomingly, to 
wage a successful warfare with the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, a measure of maturity at 
least in spiritual understanding is essential. A 
babe in Christ is incapable of this. The king's 
wisdom represents this developed mental discern
ment. 

Writing to the Corinthians, Paul says: "We 
speak wisdom among them that are perfect; yet 
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not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of 
this world, that come to nought; but we speak the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis
dom, which God ordained before the world Onto 
our glory" (I Cor. 2:6-8). 

The word "perfect" has the sense of full growth 
or maturity in contrast to an infantile state. 
"Brethren, be not children in understanding: how-
beit in malice be ye children, but in understanding 
be men" (I Cor. 14:20). For "men" the margin 
has "perfect, or of a ripe age." 

The Hebrew Christians like the Corinthians had 
no capacity for the deep things of God. Paul had 
to minister to them milk—"the first principles of 
the oracles of God." He says: "Every one that 
useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: 
for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to 
them that are of full age (margin, perfect), even 
those who by reason of use have their senses exer
cised to discern both good and evil (Heb. 5:13,14)." 
Paul taught the saints in all wisdom that he might 
present every man perfect (fullgrown) in Christ 
Jesus (Col. 1:28). Gifts were given to the church 
for the perfecting (maturing) of the saints, that 
they might not remain "children tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. 4:12, 14). 

Matured intelligence in the knowledge of God, 
the spiritual senses exercised to discern both 
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good and evil, is what is conveyed by the word 
"perfect." 

We come finally to the application of this divine 
wisdom to the Christian's walk and warfare. 

Life divine, the .Christ-life, is possessed by every 
one born again. This life, however, must be guided 
by divine intelligence. "See then that ye walk cir
cumspectly, not as fools, but as wise" (Eph. 5:15). 
Paul desires and prays that the Colossians might 
be filled with all wisdom and spiritual understand
ing; that they might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing (Col. 1:9). So for the Philippians: " I 
pray that your love may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may ap
prove things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ" 
(Phil. 1:9, 10). 

How necessary is this ability to discriminate 
among things that differ in a world so full of every 
false way. Where this ability is lacking, the people 
of God may be led into ways that are not excellent 
or noble, ways which do not correspond spiritually 
to the dignified bearing of these animals. 

Next, this discernment is essential for the spir
itual conflict. 

Agur speaks of a king against whom is no rising 
up. "When his army is with him" (R. V. mar
gin) . The king thus represents the military forces 
of his kingdom. This images the greatness of the 
power that may be employed against the enemy. 
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I t is the unlimited, resistless power of God, before 
which no foe can stand. "There shall not any 

. man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy 
life," Jehovah said to Joshua. However great the 
forces arrayed against him, he was assured of a 
might that could overcome all. 

But this all-prevailing divine force should be 
directed into proper channels; it should not be 
misguided or misdirected; it should be under the 
control of divine intelligence. 

"The horse and his rider" is an expression found 
repeatedly in Scripture. Without the rider the 
horse becomes bewildered upon the battlefield; he 
relies upon his rider to direct the energies which 
are in him. Agur, who would direct our attention 
only to the horse himself, does not refer to his 
rider. 

I t has already been noticed that the he-goat 
does not manifest much discernment as a "striker." 
He strikes and that with great effect, but the object 
he butts against may be a very harmless one. 
"Goats are always on the alert, and remarkably 
observant of every object around them; and if that 
which they see is novel or dangerous, they in
stantly put themselves in an attitude of at tack." 
A novel object may not be a harmful one. 

The Bible gives examples of men who in warfare 
manifested little discernment. The innocent suf
fered with the guilty; the slaughter was indiscrim
inate. Then again, the same Book presents in-
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dividuals who displayed a fine sense of discrimina
tion. Their intelligence enabled them to distin
guish between the guilty and the innocent. 

As an example of the first type I would refer the 
reader to Joshua, Chap. 9. Joshua and the princes 
made a league with a people who were devoted to 
destruction; they spared those who should have 
been rooted out of Israel's land. How often has 
such a lack of discernment been exhibited in the 
Church's history. 

The reader will of course understand that our 
warfare ii not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits 
in heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). The Gibeonites 
represent wicked spirits in the exercise of their wiles. 

A more striking type of the lack of discernment is 
found in Judges, Chap. 12. In the preceding chapter 
Jephthah defeated the Ammonites who had made 
war against Israel. The Ephraimites, not being 
called to this struggle, felt themselves slighted by 
this neglect. They threatened to burn his house 
upon him. "Then Jephthah gathered together all 
the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim; and 
the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they 
said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among 
the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites. And 
the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before 
the Ephraimites; and it was so, that when those 
Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let us go 
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over; that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art 
thou an Ephraimite? If he said, Nay; then said 
they unto him, say now Shibboleth: and he said 
Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it 
right. Then they took him and slew him at the 
passages of Jordan; and there fell at that time of the 
Ephraimites forty and two thousand." 

Jephthah on this occasion displays the energy 
and courage of the he-goat, but there is a manifest 
lack of the intelligence which the king represents. 

In Gideon (Judges, Chap. 8), in Paul, in David, 
and in many others, we have examples of men who 
united remarkable courage and energy with wis
dom and intelligence in their conflict with the 
enemy's work. 

We have now concluded our meditations on 
these creatures. They have declared to us their 
common as well as their individual characteristics. 
Moreover they have pointed us by these to things 
beyond themselves, to spiritual things. 

All nature is doubtless typical. To be able to 
read and interpret nature intelligently and profit
ably the light of the spiritual world must shine 
upon it. 

God through nature ministers to our physical 
needs. But was this God's sole design in creating 
this great universe with its varied and numberless 
objects? Surely not. I t was designed that it 
might also minister to the higher, the spiritual 
needs of man. One has said: "The purpose of our 
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present life is not to live in mental blindness, but 
to learn as we live, and to become full of knowledge 
and wisdom in proportion to our years. He who 
has passed through our great School of Nature 
without learning its important lessons—without re
garding it, and listening to it as a teacher of great 
truths, and a symbol of things higher and nobler 
than itself—might as well have been placed in a 
chaotic and barren planet. He has neglected to 
gather and store the sweetest fruits of time—fruits 
which bear in them seeds that may germinate and 
mature in Eternity." 


