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PREFACE 

IT is some ten years since many of the incidents 
published· in the following chapters were first 
recorded. They have been related from time to 
time to various audiences. They are now 
collected and put into a more permanent form 
in the hope that they may prove useful to some 
of our young and earnest workers. 

All the incidents that form the bases of these 
dialogues actually took place and are not drawn 
from my imagination, although of course the 
conversations are enlarged for the sake of clarity. 

I am afraid I must plead guilty to being the 
actual person who argued under the lamp-post 
until midnight, when the policeman very 
properly moved us on ! In my youthful zeal I 
learned much by such mistakes. One who goes 
out to battle for the Lord must expect to get 
roughly handled at times, but the memory of 
those early days still stirs my blood, and I would 
recommend my younger fellow-workers to 
venture in faith for their Lord, to quit them like 
men, and be strong; to prove all things and hold 
fast that which is good. 

Grace and Peace, 
Yours heartily, 

November, 1937. GEO. GooDMAN. 
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CHAPTER I 

" Prove All Things " 
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C RITICOS is a young worker in the world field· 
of the Great Master of the harvest. He is not 
particula�ly brilliant nor is he dull, but anything 
he may lack in outstanding ability he certainly 
seems to make up for in enthusiasm. 

He is a diligent student of the Bible, really 
ambitious to be " mighty in the Scriptures," for 
he knows that therein lies the real secret of 
spiritual strength and stability. He wants, like 
Timothy, that the Scriptures which.have already 
made him " wise unto salvation ;

, 
may go on 

doing their gracious work so that he may grow 
from being a" babe in Christ" into a full-grown 

"man of God, throughly furnished unto every 
good work." 

Criticos gladly fakes every opportunity of 
service. He has a class of lads in the Sunday 
school and he speaks from time to time at 
children's meetings. Indeed, his zeal is rather 
liable to lead him into rnistak�s and excess, but 
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he learns something from each of his mistakes 
and seldom repeats them. "He who never 
makes a mistake, never makes anything "-even 
as in learning to speak a language he who is 
afraid of making a mistake will never master a 
foreign tongue. Even his mistakes are but the 
exuberance of the warmth of his heart, and his 
lov� of his Lord �hows itself in a desire to win 
others to Him. 

Criticos is perhaps rather liable, in his thirst 
for understanding, to go anywhere and to hear 
anybody who seems to promise well. Conse
quently he has some very strange experiences 
and is faced with some knotty problems. Quite 
recently he came to me with the fallowing story : 

" I went to a meeting the other evening held 
by a notable lady writer and speaker. I had 
often heard· her name and thought I might get 
some help, so I went." 

�' How did she get on, my Criticos ? '' 
"She began by saying that the meeting was 

full of the evil spirit of criticism, and that until 
that was got rid of, the Spirit of God was grieved 
and could not work." 

"What, did you feel disposed to challenge 
such a beginning ? " 

" That is exactly what I came to see you about. 



12 CHALLENGE! 

It seemed to me to be taking an unfair advantage 
of a man. Surely, if we never criticise it would 
mean swallowing all we are told, and that would 
hardly do." 

" You think not ? Would it not be shewing 
a meek and teachable spirit ? You know the 
Church of Rome teaches that the highest faith 
is to submit your reason unquestionably to Holy 
Church." 

" But did not Christ say ' Take heed how ye 
hear ? ' I remember your emphasizing that at 
our last Bible reading. Then it seems to me one 
must, criticise if one is to do this. How are we 
to avoid blind guides if we follow anybody's 
lead ? " 

"My dear Criticos, you are perfectly right. It 
is true there is such a thing as ' carping criticism,' 
as it has been called, and a prejudiced mind that 
will not be persuaded by the very truth of God, 
but these are the abuse of one of the , noblest 
f acuities God• has given us ; the cr�tical judg
ment is our greatest safeguard against false 
teaching." 

" Can you give me any Scr�ptures on the 
subject? I am rather keen on having the Word 
for things, you know." 

" You cannot do better, Criticos. To have 
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a good foundation for our faith is a great thing. 
The Word of God is the rock foundation on 
which the house that stood the storm was built." 

"Is that so? I always preached that Christ 
was the Rock on which the house in that parable 
was built." 

cc Indirectly, that is true, and so it may be used 
in Gospel preaching, but you will remember 
that Christ Himself explained it thus : 'Who
soever heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, who built 
his house upon a rock.' " 

cc I had not thought of that. Well, let me have 
some rock foundation for the critical judgment." 

" By the way, haven't you got a new baby 
brother? " 

cc Yes, born about a week ago, a delightful 
little kiddie-. but what on earth has that to do 
with it ? " 

'( Observe it closely as it grows, my Criticos; 
and you will find it a good illustration of the 
subject." 

'·' How is that ? " 
cc_ In regard to one text in particular ; I mean 

Phil. 1: 9-10,' I pray that your love may abound 
( critics are inclined to be unloving, so note the 
basis, "your love may - abound") more- and



14 CHALLENGE!

more in knowledge and in all judgment.' The 
R.V. says ' discernment.' That really implies
criticism, doesn't it ? As in Heb. 5: 14, 'by
reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.' "

cc Right. Go on about the baby." 
cc Well, I'm coming to it. Go on with Phil. 1 : 

10. ' That ye may approve things that are
excellent , (margin, ' try things that differ·')."

cc But where does the inf ant come in ? " 
" I'm getting there. You watch the baby and 

you will see that its intellect gradually develops 
in the way of discerning differences." 

cc Sorry, I do not follow." 
"Well, it's like this. Every male human it

sees it calls ' Dad, Dad ' and every female ' Mum, 
Mum.' Isn't that so ? Then it begins to 
discern a difference and only one is called ' Dad ' 
and all the rest are called ' uncles ' (it's got on 
and can now talk a bit), and one is ' mother ' and 
the rest are ' aunties.' " 

" You are quite a philosopher ! " 
" But it is true, Criticos ; check it yourself ! 

It goes on distinguishing and making differences 
until a little later on, having its growing senses 
exercised by reason of use, it calls a few' uncle ' 
and the rest' man.' No doubt, it will see there is 
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a large variety in the genus ' homo sapiens ' and 
go on ' trying things that differ ' until it is fully 
grown.'' 

" Then I did right to challenge the lady 
speaker's call to put away all critical spirit. I 
have a right to discern between good and evil and 
to try things that differ? " 

" You did indeed. Your critical judgment was 
never more needed." 

"Exactly. I thought she gave us a good deal 
of grandiose nonsense and talked too much 
about herself." 

"Ah-a common failing, Criticos. Learn to 
avoid it." 

" I should like to ask you another thing. I 
heard a preacher say the other day-" 

" Stop. We must leave that for another 
time. Till then, farewell, Criticos." 
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CHAPTER II 

Preaching and Practice 
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''WHY Criticos, you look perplexed." 
"Yes, I am ; hence my visit." 
" Well, good Criticos, unfold the causes of 

your knitted brow." 
"It's like this, then. We had a capital open

air meeting at the corner of High Street, on 
Sunday night, and recently a nice-looking young 
fellow, very fluent as a speaker, has joined us. He 
draws, or rather people stop to listen, and his 
style is certainly attractive, perhaps a little 
dramatic ; indeed, his appearance has something 
of the actor about it, clean-shaven, suave, and 
ready at repartee." 

"Not a Mr. Talkative, I hope? " 
. " Well, I'm not sure. His great theme is the 

Assurance of Salvation. He never tires of telling 
the passers-by that he is as sure of heaven as if 
already there. His great text is 'He that 
believeth hath.' He spells it, too, H-A-T-H
' Got it,' ' I believe-I have,' etc." 

B 
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cc Do you object to that doctrine, then ? " 
cc No, I don't; but someone in the crowd did. 

He seemed to know the speaker and called out 
humorously, ' I'm not so sure, John, I'm not so 
sure.' Whereat the crowd laughed, and the 
speaker seemed for a moment non-plussed." 

cc But surely he was not so easily cowed as 
that ? " 

cc Dear me, no; he recovered amazingly and 
went on as fluently as ever.- But that is n,ot the 
worst. I called next day at th� plac;e where he 
works, some sma,11 p�inting works. He was out, 
but his. employer asked me if I kne� anything 
about him, and warned me that he was a 
frequenter of low music halls and told me other 
sad things of him, putting me under promise no� 
to repeat them." 

cc Then he appears to be a� unsatisfactory 
character ? " 

" Yes, but that's my point. He is so sure he 
is saved." 

" But the Word teaches that ' He that 
practices sin is of the· Devil.' Is .not that quite 
clear ? " 

cc No doubt, but he believes he is saved. He 
really does.- I saw him, and though my lips were 
closed as to what I had heard, I ask�d him what 
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made him so sure about his salvation." 
" And what did he say ? " 
" He answered confidently, ' Does no� the 

Word say, " He that believeth hath " ? I 
believe, therefore I have.'" 

" But I protested, ' If the life is not right ? ' 
To which he replied, ' That is where grace comes 
�n; we are not saved by works or merit, are we ? ' 
"By grace ye are saved, through faith-not of 
works, lest any man should boast."' I came 
away downcast; I wanted time to think it out. 
It's wrong somewhere, I'm sure, but I'm rather 
at a loss to say exactly where." 

" Criticos, it's a veritable doctrine of demons. 
The poor man thinks he can be _saved by a little 
trick of logic-arguing himself saved when he is 
evidently in the darkness of sin. It reminds me 
of the old t!ick we played at school of proving 
that two equals four by Algebra." 

" But where . is �e wrong ? In the life, I 
know, but wher� is his logic at fault ? " 

"Let us follow his reasoning closely, then. 
Shall we state it in three propositions ? 

" (1) Scr�ptural truth : 'He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life ' (John 3 
36). 

" (2) Premise : ' I believe.' 
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"(3) Deduction : 'theref0re I have.'" 
" Good. I follow. You cannot challenge the 

text, can you ? " 

" No ; but he can misunderstand it, but we 
will let that pass for the moment." 

"Right. Then the premise : 'I believe.'" 
"Challenge, my Criticos, challenge ! " 
" What, do you dispute the fact of his faith ? " 
"No, not the fact, but the nature of it." 
" Well, but he says this : ' There is God's 

Word; I believe it, and therefore I am saved.' " 
" But, Criticos, is a man saved by believing 

God's Word? "

" Is he not ? " 
" No, certainly not ! A man may believe it 

all and be lost. The demons do so " (J as. 2 :

19). 
"Is that so? Are we not bidden to believe 

the Gospel ? " 
" Yes, but not stop there. May a man not 

believe it and reject it ? " 
"I begin to follow. Please go on." 
" The difference lies here. You may say, ' I 

believe the Word of God,' and continue in rebel
lion against God and the practice of sin, but the 
text he quotes says, 'He that beli�veth on the 
Son,' not that he believes a text." 
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" In other words you mean it's the Person who 
saves, and not the text? " 

" Exactly, Criticos. Now here is our salvation 
said to rest on our believing texts, but always 
by faith in a living Person who is qualified to 
save because He died for our sins and rose 
again." 

" But will a man come to Christ unless he 
believes the Gospel ? " 

" Perhaps not, but that does not alter the fact 
that he must come to the Person if he would be 
saved." 

"Yes, that is clear. It must be so. Creeds 
do not save, but the Living One, who was dead." 

" Very well, Criticos,. and note this, that in 
John 3 : 16 the faith that saves is called ' believ
ing into the Son' (eis-into). Do you think 
your flash preacher has believed into Christ ? " 

" I judge not." 
" Then remember that Jesus said, ' I am the 

Door ; by Me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved.' Surely your man reveals by his life that 
he has never entered into Christ, or he would be 
' a new creation.' " 

"Thanks, may I think it over and discuss it 
further ? It is of vital importance, it seems to 
me." 
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"Oh, Criticos, the people of our land are 
suffering under this mistake in their thousands. 
Many are truly deceived into a false assurance. 
First make sure yourself, then help all you can 
into ' like precious faith.' " 
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CHAPTER III 

"I Know I'm Saved" 
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' 'M AY we continue our talk on assurance ? " 
" Certainly, Criticos." 
"It may interest you to hear that our friend 

the preacher whom we talked about last time, 
has given up what he calls 'the preaching 
business' and has joined a Company of Travel
ling Music Hall artistes.'' 

" Returned to his wallow in the mire ? " 
" Yes, poor fellow ; I told him what you said, 

but he made fun of it." 
"Well, never mind him just now, Criticos. 

He has served to teach you something. ·On 
what lines are you thinking now ? " 

"I'm rather surprised at something." 
" Criticos is surprised ? It must be astonish

ing ! " 
" Well, I got my ' Strong '-that monster 

Concordance, you know." 
" Yes, yes, go on." 
" And looked up all the texts that used words 
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as to knowing one is saved, or similar phrases." 
" How many did you find ? " 
"None ! " 

25 

" My dear Criticos ! How very alarming ! " 
"It's true. Of course there is the. expression 

'knowledge of salvation,' and Eph. 2: 8, 'By 
grace ye have been saved,' but they are not what 
I wanted. I wanted a text like 'We know we 
are saved.' " 

" And didn't you find one ? " 
"No; I was awfully disappointed." 
" Really, Criticos, think what you s�y." 
"I'm sorry; of course I'm not disappointed 

with the Word of God, only it rather took my 
breath away." 

"Excuse my smiling, my dear Criticos, but 
you will have many similar shocks .if you test all 
the current expressions you hear in that v\,..ay." 

" It's the right way, isn't it ? ·" 
" Absolutely. But to the point. The Scrip

tures speak of ' knowing we have passed from 
death unto life,' ' knowing we are of God,' and 
' knowing we have eternal life.' Indeed the first 
epistle of John is wholly written to tell us how 
we may know that." 

" But isn't that the same thing ? " 
"In one sense, yes; in another, no. The two 
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expressions are not co-equal. They do not 
cover quite the same ground. If I have eternal 
life, I'm saved in one sense, but not necessarily 
in another. The word 'saved' has meanings 
that are not covered by the possession of eternal 
life." 

"Do you mind illustrating that ? " 
" Well, let us take as an example, the deliver

ance from the power of besetting sin ;. to be 
saved includes that. Matt. 1 : 21 makes that 
clear: ' He shall save His people f�om their sins.' 
Yet all believers are not 'saved' in that sense. 
Grace has yet much headway to. make before 
they realise in experience complete deliverance 
from these sins. To say ' I know I'm saved ' 
in their case might be misunderstood. They 
might truly say, 'I know I have passed from 
death unto life,' but not so truly ' I know I'm 
saved,' unless they limit the word ' saved ' to 
reconciliation, justification and regeneration." 

" Yes, I remember noticing that ' reconciled ' 
and 'saved' are distinguished in Rom. 5: · 10." 

" That is so ; and in many other places. For 
example, Phil. 2 : 12, ' Work ou� your own 
salvation '-a text often quoted .by ignorant 
opponents of the truth of assurance." 

"But what do you make of all this ; is it not 



cc 
I K N O W I ' M S A V E D '' 

really a matter of words only ? " 

27 

"No, Criticos, no ; take the case of your 
pseudo-preacher. If he had said, 'I know I 
have eternal life,' you could have answered him 
completely at once." 

"How? " 
" Life always shows itself. Living things 

move, act, walk, and live before your eyes." 
cc y OU mean that if he had eternal life, it would 

show itself in his conduct, and if it did not I 
could safely question his claim ? " 

" Yes; but for him to say he is saved and going 
to Heaven does not give me the same opportun
ity. The Pharisee would not believe the para
lytic's sins were forgiven. It was so easy, he 
judged, to say, ' Thy sins be forgiven thee,' but 
�ere they ? But when the man took up his bed 
and walked they knew he had passed from death 
(inability)-to life (activity)." 

" I'm still not satisfied about ' knowing.' How 
do we know ? Isn't it by believing the Word ? " 

cc Yes, but by seeing that our condition agrees 
with that Word. Believing the Word does not 
save, but if I am in The Way of that Word it 
assures me I shall not perish." 

"By 'in The Way of that Word ' you mean 
believing into Christ ? " 
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"Yes. Such, and such only, are assured by 
the Word." 

"Can you tell me the best Scripture to shew 
all this ? '' 

"Yes; turn to I John 5 : 13." 
" Good. The very one I had in mind. As a 

well-known tract puts it, ' These things HA VE I 
WRITTEN that ye may know.' " 

"Yes, Criticos, but I'm sorry the well-known 
tract (which is otherwise excellent) did not find 
space to detail what was written. It all depends 
on that, doesn't it ? " 

cc Yes ; well now, what is written ? " 
"Look at the previous verses, and you will 

find four things written. Four mighty, pregnant, 
foundation truths. They are:-

1. "God has given to us eternal life" (v. 11). All have
not got it, but the gift has been bestowed on poor 

sinful men, and may be had. 
2. " This life is in His Son" (v. 11 ). It is found in

Christ alone, not elsewhere. 

3. "He that hath the Son hath life" (v. 12). None
other has it. 

4. "He that hath not the Son of God hath not Zif e "
(v. 12). These four truths are written that we may 
know we have eternal life. 

cc Ah, I did not notice them before." 
" Then, Criticos, look at the four statements 
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and tell me how I may know I have this life." 
" I must think." 

29 

"Well, which is it ? If I want to know, am I 
to ask, 'Do I believe the Word? ' or 'Have I 
Christ? '" 

" Certainly you must ask, ' Have I Christ ? ' " 
" Precisely so. The positive and negative 

statements (3) and (4) make that quite clear." 
" I see ; then, if my friend the preacher had 

said, ' I know I am saved because I have Christ,' 
he would have been right ? " 

"Yes ; jf he really had Christ." 
" JI:is saying ' I know I'm saved because I 

believe the text' was wrong, then I " 
" Truly, Criticos, as I said before, believing 

the text does not save men ; it may and does 
direct them to Christ Who saves, and therefore 
may in that indirect way be the means of salva
tion, but the salvation is Christ Himself. I-le 
who has Christ, having received Him (John 1: 12) 
and confessed Him as Lord (Rom. 10 : 9), has 
life, and is saved from perishing." 

"Thanks, I'll go over it again and again till I 
am grounded in the truth." 

" Good ; there is nothing like letting the truth 
grip you. The truth holding you is even better 
than your holding the truth. Farewell, Criticos." 
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CHAPTER IV 

Does " Destroyed " Mean " Destroyed " ? 
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''H 
. 

E SAY� he believes '. destroyed ' means 
'destroyed ' and that Rom. 6 : 6 teaches that our 
old rnan was crucified that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and. therefore it is destroyed. 
There is no ' sin ' left.'.' 

" Well, Criticos, and how did you reply ? " 
" What could I. say ? ' Destroyed ' means 

' destroyed,' I suppose, and if it is, it is." 
'"'· Suppose, Criticos, we go a little further in 

this brilliant form of logic and say 'destroyed ' 
r;rieans 'destroyed,' but what does 'destroyed ' 
mean? " 

, 

,, 

" 'Destroyed,' I suppose." 
" But ' I suppose ' is rather weak, isn't it ? 

Your friend who declared the ' flesh ' has gone, 
mu�t not ' suppose,' he shou�d enquire, and make 
very, certain before making such a sweeping 
statement." 

" What does ' destroyed 'mean, then ? " 
"It means that our King James' version has 
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given us a poor translation of the Greek verb 
katargeo. Now a poor translation is no very 
safe foundation for a great claim to be built on. 
Have you got ' The Englishman's Greek Con
cordance,' Criticos ? " 

"No, is it good ? " 
" Yes, you should get it, so as to see the real 

value of a word by the context of the several 
places where it -is found. Take this word 'des
troyed.' and see how it is translated elsewhere : 
Luke 13 : 7, 'cumber; ' Rom. 3 : 3, 'make 
without effect ; ' Rom. 3 : 31, 'make void ; ' 
Rom. 7 : 2, 'loose ; ' Rom. 7 : 6, ' deliver ; ' 
I Cor. 1 : 28, 'bring to naught ; ' I Cor. 13 : 8, 
'fail' and 'vanish away ; ' I Cor. 15 : 24, 'put 
down ; ' Gal. 3 : 17, ' make of none effect ; ' 
Gal. 5 : 4, 'become of no effect ; ' verse 11, 
' cease ; ' II Tim. 1 : 10, ' abolish ; ' a goodly 
array of translations for one little word, is it 
not ? " 

"It brings us back to our first question," said 
Criticos smiling, " doesn't it ? " 

" Yes, but it undermines the idea that the body 
of sin must of necessity no longer exist. It may 
cease to ' cumber,' may be ' made without effect,' 
or. be 'put down,' or be ' made void,' which 
would give quite a different meaning." 
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" But how is one to decide the true 
. 

? "meaning . 
cc Well, remember that we have three great 

enemies, Criticos." 
" You mean the world, the flesh, and the 

devil." 

" True, and we find that similar language is 
used of all three." 

" Is that so ? I had not thought of that. 
Please go on." 

cc Well, Criticos, consider the devil first. Heb. 
2 : 14 tells us that when Christ died it was that 
through His death He might destroy the devil." 

" Is the word ' destroy ' the same there ? " 
" Yes, and the wording is very similar to that 

used of the ' body of sin ' and ' the old man ' or 
' flesh.' The old man was crucified that the 
body of sin might be destroyed. The Lord 
Jesus was crucified that the devil might be des
troyed." 

"Yes, I see ; the' body of sin' and' the devil' 
are both in the same boat." 

" That is hardly theological language, Criticos, 
but it may pass ; let us say ' in the same con
diti.on.' Therefore if your friend finds there is 
no more ' body of sin ' he must find too that 
there is no more devil." 

e 
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" Yet the devil carries on business still ; 
according to I Peter 5 : 8, he vvalks about seeking 
whom he may devour." 

cc That is so, Criticos, but his efforts are' made 
of none �ffect,' so th9se who. have a living faith 
in Christ are said to have overcome him (I John 
2 : 1�-14)." 

"That seems clear, but what a.bout the other 
enemy, the world ? " 

" Do we not read that to the believer it has 
been crucified ? ( Gal. 6 : 1 f)." 

" Yes, and that the b�liever has been crucified 
to. the world,'� added Criticos. 

"And yet, Criticos, the world.is with us still ; 
it rushes on its way and the believer to whom it 
has been 're�dered of none effect,' as he walks 
in Christ, still continues in fact to exist." 

"Gooc;l. Then the world is in the same
well, the same condition ? " 

" And faith has overcome it, so that all that is 
in it invites the believer in vain." 

cc Isn't it ' overcometh ' ? " 
"No, Criticos, faith has the victory in posses

sion. ' This is the victory that hath overcome

(R.V.) the world, even our faith' (I John 5 : 4)." 
"Then I may tackle my frieIJ.d in this way, 

that 'destroyed' means 'rendered of no effect' 
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and that the same is true of all our great enemies. 
They are only destroyed in the sense that their 
powers are broken, and as against a living faith 
they are of none effect and cease to cumber. I 
like that word' cumber,' it suggests real liberty." 

" Right, Criticos ; but do remember that to 
'tackle ' a fellow believer must not mean to 
triumph over him, but to help and encourage 
him by lovingly showing him the truth. ·You 
may teach him that the flesh remains without 
giving him an unpleasant exhibition of it ! " 

" I don't want to score off him," said Criticos 
musingly, " but he is so horribly positive." 

"So are some of us, Criticos ; we all need 
more and more grace. 'He giveth more grace.' 
Farewell.'' 
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CHAPTER V 

Opening Blind Eyes 
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' 'WHY, Criticos, you're looking tired-not
been up too late over your books, I hope ? " 

" No, not over my books, but I was out till 
midnight last night arguing with an infidel fell ow 
under a lamp-post. We had quite a crowd 
round us till the policeman came and moved us 
on." 

"My dear Criticos, when will you learn to 
temper zeal with discretion ? What was it all 
about? " 

"Well, he was rather a nice young fellow, 
about my own age; he was not abusive, but said 
that he simply couldn't make himself believe the 
Bible, and there was an end of it. If I could, 
all right, but he couldn't." 

" A good opening and opportunity for an 
interesting talk ! How did you proceed? " 

"I told him he'd have to believe the Bible if 
he was to be saved ; to which he replied he was 
not going to be dishonest and say he did when he 
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didn't, even to save his soul. Truth was greater 
even than salvation. He seemed rather pleased 
with this aphorism and kept on repeating it." 

" And how did you counter it ? " 
"I tried some 'internal evidences,' some of 

Paley and Butler." 
" Was he convinced ? " 
" Not in the least : he mocked at them, and 

said ' wha� is the good of appealing to a book I 
haven't the least faith in ? ' " 

" Sounds reasonable, doesn't it ? " 
" I'm afraid it does. I'm sorry to say I got 

a bit wild and quoted texts at him as a last resort, 
until the constable came to the rescue." 

"And then ? " 
"Several bystanders suggested I'd got ·the 

worst of it and had _better go home." 
"Which you did, I suppose? " 
" Yes, and lay awake for hours wondering 

what I should have said. So can you help me 
out? " 

" Well then, to begin with, turn to I Cor. 2 : 
14, ' the natural man receiveth rtot the things of 
the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness to 
him ; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned ! ' " 

" Then according to that the man was right, 
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he really couldn't believe the Bible ? " 
" Doesn't the Bible tell us that unbelievers are 

blind ; how then can they see ? If these things 
are ' spiritually discerned,' and they are ' spirit
ually blind,' why insist on the blind seeing ? 
They ' cannot know them.' They cannot see." 

" Then what should I have told my man ? " 
" Why that he was blind, and that was why 

he could not believe the Bible ( or ' see ' the 
truth), and that he must get his eyes open." 

" He would have laughed at me." 
" That might have done you good. Anyhow, 

it wouldn't have mattered, if what you said were 
true." 

cc But he won't believe it." 
cc No, but. that doesn't alter the fact that it is 

true. - Many a man with a fatal disease refuses 
to believe it at first." 

cc But if.he asked me what proof I have that he 
is blind, how should I reply ? " 

" That the Bible says so." 
'� But I tell you he doesn't believe the Bible ! " 
" No, but you do.. -So it comes to this : your 

Bible says that men are blind through sin, that in 
consequence they cannot see truth. This n1an 
keeps on telling you that he cannot see the truth 
and thereby confirms the truth of the very Bible 
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which he says he cannot believe ! " 
" Is that sound logic ? " 
" Surely ! If a man living without God, in 

self-will and disobedience, really believed the 
truth, then the Bible would not be true. It says 
he cannot. If he confirms that he cannot then 
he proves the Bible true ! ". 

cc He proves it to me, yes, but not to him." 
cc That is so. Therefore you should not argue 

with him as to whether it is true or not. He 
cannot see it." 

cc He wouldn't believe he was blind, even if I 
told him." 

"Nor would the Pharisees with whom Our 
Lord reasoned. ' Are we blind also ? ' they 
asked. Jesus answered, 'If ye were blind, ye 
should have no sin ; but now ye say, we see; 
there£ ore your sin remaineth ' " (John 9 : 40-41 ). 

" I don't quite follow that. They were blind, 
weren't they ? " 

" The Lord intended to point out that their 
blindness was a guilty blindness. If they were 
unwillingly blind they would have had excuse, 
but since they said they could see and yet 
rejected the light, they were guilty, for their 
blindness was the result of prejudice, pride, 
hatred of light and wilful rejection of Christ. It 
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\.Vas sin-blindness. So your man says he cannot 
see the truth. In that he speaks truly. You 
happen to know the reason, it is that he is blind 
through sin. The god of this world has blinded 
the eyes of them that believe not." 

" But he refuses to credit it." 
" What then should you do ? " 
"Well, I suppose I should try to open his eyes. 

But frankly, I don't know. Perhaps I should 
just pray for him; after all, only God can open 
blind eyes." 

" Then you don't agree with Paul, for he said 
he was sent to open people's eyes, didn't he ? " 

"Yes, but how ? " 
" What do you think �ould be the best way 

to set about convincing a blind man who refused 
to believe he was blind, that he really was so ? " 

" I should tell him the things I could see." 
"In other words, you would testify to him. 

You would be a witness." 
" Oh, I begin to understand. Suppose instead 

of arguing with my man I had said, ' Once I was 
blind now I can see,' as the blind man in John 9 
did. Would it have been any good ? " 

" What would you have told him you could 

see ? " 
"Well, suppose I had said I had found peace 
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by faith th_rough the blood of Christ, and deliver
ance from sin by look�ng to Christ, and new life 
by the· Spirit, and a new hope of the Lord's 
return ? '' 

" Good ; that is 'seeing ' indeed." 
" But he wouldn't believe me." 
"On the other hand, he might. For 'some 

belieyed ; some moc�ed ; others said, "We will 
hear thee again of this matter"' (Acts I 7 : 
32-34 )."

" If he didn't believe me, what then ? "
" Call other witnesses ; let them corroborate

what you have said, and give him the testimony 
of God, which 'gives· light.' 'Ye are My 
witnesses, -saith the Lord.' " 

" I see ; and if he believed, and said ' Then I 
must be blind,' what then ? " 

" Lead him to the only One Who can open 
blind eyes." 

"You mean pray with him? " 
"Yes, explain carefully that it is sin that blinds 

him, and tell him of the glorious off er of Christ 
to give him the light of life, and bid him cry as 
the other blind man did, ' Lord, that I might 
_receive my sight ! ' " 

" And if his eyes were opened by the Spirit he 
would receive Christ and believe His Word ? " 
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"As millions have done to their joy. But 
don't argue under lamp-posts ! Tell him some
thing positive; shew him some of the glories of 
Christ, until he longs to rejoice in Him too." 
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CHAPTER VI 

Faith or Folly ? 
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' ' THE plot thickens ! "
"What do you mean, Criticos? " 
"Well, I tried your argument about being 

' blind ' on a Modernist who doesn't believe half 
the Bible is true, and he turne� the tables on 
me.'' 

"My poor Criticos ! Pray unfold ! " 
" He told me I was the blind one. Modern 

Science had opened his eyes to see that Genesis I 
was quite false. Evolution had made that clear 
beyond doubt, and, as to Jonah and Balaam' s 
ass, a man must be a poor sort of thing to credit 
them. Obviously they were just interesting 
legends." 

" How did you answer ? " 
" I told him evolution was only a theory, a 

guess and a bad one at that, and even if it were 
true it was only a process and did not even 
attempt to- explain creation." 

"Yes, go on, I'm most interested." 
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" And as to Jonah, I told him I did not see· 
what science had to do with him, or with Balaam 
either. Science had discovered nothing new 
about them-not a straw. The Jews three 
thousand years ago knew all the scientists know 
now on those subjects. So how had science 
proved them untrue ? Scientists started off by 
saying it was impossible for a whale to s:wallow 
a man ; then Bullen and others scientifically 
proved it could, by finding men in whales. So 
if science ha4 added anything it was confirm
ation." 

cc How did he take that ? " 
cc 0, he laughed in a patronising way, which 

rather riled me." 
cc No more lost tempers and policemen, I 

hope? " 
"No, but I told him the basis of the trouble 

was only unbelief, and that was no new thing, 
but as old as the hills ; nor. ,vas it scientific. Any 
fool could say ' I don't believe it,' and every 
drunken sot in the public house does. .If that 
was ' Modern Science,' I didn't want it." , 

" Truly, Criticos, you waxed trenchant ! " 
"It made him take a breath, anyhow, and 

some of the patronising air disappeared. Then 
he said a man ought to have some reason for 
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believing, after �11, and what reason could there 
be for believing in such ' miracles ? ' ' Just 
because they are in the Bible ' was a feeble argu
ment. So I replied that I believed them because 
Jesus believed them." 

"To which he replied-what, (;riticos? " 
" That Christ simply accepted the current 

ideas of His time, and there we joi.ned issue." 
" That is the great issue. You did well to 

bring him up to it." 
" What do you mean exac�ly by ' the great 

issue ' ? " 
." I mean, Criticos, that the question involves 

-this great issue, 'Was Jesus God manifest in
fiesh or not ' ? "

"How is that involved in the question of 
Genesis I, for example ? " 

" Because . the Lord J e_sus quoted Genesis I, 
and thus confirmed its truth." 

'' Did He? Where? '' 
" In Matt. 19 : 4, ' Have ye not heard that He 

which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female? '" 

"You mean, either Christ is right in attesting 
Genesis I, or the Evolution that denies Creation 
is right. Both cannot be, for that theory of 
Evolution denies that God was the Creator of 
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man at the beginning, and Christ affirms it." 
" Exactly ; if Jesus is indeed ' God manifest 

in flesh ' then these facts are true : 
"1. It was He Himself Who created man at 

the beginning. 
cc 2. He knows all about it, as no one else can.
" 3. He, being ' the Truth,' cannot lie or be 

'deceived.' He is the Creator, the Omniscient 
One and the Truth." 

cc Then you scout the idea that He spoke the 
current ideas of His time ? " 

"For a very good reason, Criticos. He says 
He did not : 'I have not spoken from Myself, 
but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me 
commandment what I should say and what I 
should speak' (John 12 : 49-50)." 

" What about Jonah, then ? " 
" Our Lord chose two Old Testament types 

out of many. One of His death ( the Brazen 
Serpent) and the other of His resurrection

(Jonah). He declared the book of Jonah to be 
history by saying that the men of Nineveh 
would rise up in judgment, because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah. He could 
not have said this honestly if the story were only 
a legend." 

cc We come to this, then, that to deny these 
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things is to deny the testimony of Christ, and 
thereby to deny Him to be ' over all, God blessed 
for ever.' If that goes, then Christianity goes. 
If He is not God, I am a blasphemer and sadly 
deceived." 

" Solemnly true, Criticos." 
" I suppose no one denies that God could do 

these things ? "

"No, Criticos, no one, of course, who believes 
in an Infinite God. But they deny that He 
would and did."

"Why? " 
" Because they cannot believe it, which is, after 

all, a most unscientific reason. So the issue is 
reduced to a very simple one-faith or unbelief. 
No modern issue at all, but old, as old as Cain 
and Abel." 

D 
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CHAPTER VII 

Jumping to Conclusions 
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'' L ooK here. This is great I "
" What is it, my Criticos ? " 
"It is 3:n article entitled 'The Case .against 

Evolution ' in a high-class literary review ! 
The writer says this of Evoluti9n : 

" ' It is in its essence a miserable, obscurantist 
and illogical theory, sponsore_d by leading minds 
as the standard of a crusade for truth, but in 
reality unsupported by any real evidence, upheld 
as a product of reason, but when examined found 
to be of all theories the most unr�asonable.' Isn't 
that slashing·? " 

cc Well, it is certainly trenchant jour�alism, 
Criticos, but neither authoritative nor con-

I . " c us1ve. 
cc Still, to find a leading review speaking out 

like that shows that the evolutionists haven't got 
it all their own way." 

cc That's true." 
" Yet they are so fond of saying ' All scientists 
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agree,' and ' every thoughtful person knows,' and 
' it is universally admitted ' and that class of 
talk." 

" Yes, a favourite way of begging the question, 
and generally a sign of a weak case. Do learn 
to avoid it in Christian service. But what's 
your point, Criticos ? An article in a magazine 
however' leading ' does not settle the matter." 

'' No, I'm not suggesting it does, but does not 
the fact that such a closely reasoned article with 
such a summing up can be seriously put f ?rward 
by an eminent journal to-day, shew that the evo
lutionists are a bit in a hurry to claim victory? " 

" You mean, Criticos, that they are the sub
jects of, and misled by, hasty conclusions ? " 

"That's it exactly-a bit in a hurry to say, 
because they believe it, that it is so." 

" There can be no doubt of that. They, and 
we, if we are not careful, forget the Apostolic 
warning in I Cor. 8 : 2, 'If any man thinketh 
that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know.' I noticed a proverb 
in my rea'ding to the same effect, ' Seest thou a 
man that is hasty in his words? There is more 
hope of a fool than of him ! ' A solemn word 
for us all, eh, Criticos ? " 

" Yes, of course it cuts both ways, but don't 
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you think this desire to prove Evolution true is 
really the result of a wish to discredit 
Scripture ? " 

" No doubt the natural enmity of the heart 
plays its part, but we must be careful to avoid 
being personal or attributing motives to individ
uals. That also is an unworthy attempt to beg 
the question." 

"But hasty conclusions are pretty feeble 
science.'' 

" True ; to base a the9ry on insufficjent evi
dence is obviously unscientific, as is also the 
common practice of j�mping difficulties in order 
to make one's point. True wisdom is patient 
and desires not to score but to know. For- any
one to say Evolution is proved, is to reveal a 
hasty judgment, an intemperate spirit and an 
unscientific mind." 

" Am I right in reasoning this way : There 
are a thousand good reasons for believing the 
Scriptures, that have stood the test of many 
centuries, but at present, not one sufficient reason 
for believing all evolutionists say ? " 

" Per£ ectly sound logic that, Criticos. No one 
can allege hasty conclusions against one who 
accepts the Word of God, while it can be reasoi:1-
ably charged against the holder of that undefined ' · 
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and unctuous theory that goes under the title of 
Evolution. Perhaps the best thing said about 
one of the greatest protagonists of this theory was 
this, that ' He was in danger of underestimat
ing .his own ignorance.' Have you ever heard 
of the rather apposite jingle about the cheese

mites? 
"' The cheesemites asked where the cheese came from, 

And warmly disputed the matter. 
The orthodox said it came from the sky, 

The heretics �aid from the platter. 
They argued it lon_g, they argued it strong, 

No doubt they are arguing now. 
But of all the choice spirits that dwelt in the cheese 

Not one of them thought of A COW ! ' "

"That is suggestive. I suppose our know
ledge in many things is as restriGted as that of 
the cheesemite." 

"We are infinitely smaller in God's sight than 
a €heesemite is in ours, Criticos." 

"I suppose we must be. No wonder God 
speaks of man's wisdom as foolishness. It must 
appear so to Him." 

" True. It warns us to beware of hasty con
clusions, to keep to the sure word of the Scrip
ture; that is proved and safe ground; and 
especially to beware of ' the oppositions of 
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Science falsely so called ' as Paul says." 
"What we might call Cheesemite Science? " 
" Yes, Criticos, if you will. But avoid smart 

names for people from whom you differ. 
Remember that Christ loved them so much that 

He died for them." 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Insecu�e Foundations 
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''Do YOU think it fair to build doctrines on 
inferences ? " 

"Fair, Criticos ? You mean safe ? " 
" Yes, I mean, can reliable and sound doctrines 

be established on mere deduction ? " 
" The question might be better stated, Criti

cos. Truth is discovered. We may make 
doctrines or creeds ; the question is, what is 
really God's truth ? Suppose w_e re-state the 
question thus : Has God left us to discover
great truths from small inf er enc es or subtle 
deductions ? " 

" Yes, that's what it really comes to." 
"My answer, Criticos, is, definitely, No. I 

believe that in all great matters God makes His 
meaning clear and beyond doubt. One has put 
it thus,' What is vital is clear. What is not clear
is not vital.' I believe that is a sound principle in 
dealing with Scripture." 

" Surely, for example, if God had intended us 
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to submit to a Pope He would have said so 
plainly, and not left so important a matter to be 
twisted ingeniously out of that text about Peter 
and the Rock, and then allowed Paul to say 
'Other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.' " 

" Well said, Criticos. I think verily God 
would not have dealt with us so. Do you re
member Dr. Pierson's two principles ? " 

"No, what are they? " 
" That there is a first mention and then a full 

mention of every vital truth in Scripture. A 
doctrine that has no full mention should be 
viewed with suspicion at least. But why do you 
ask ? " 

" Well, there's a new man come to work in the 
same office with me. He�s an Anglo-Catholic, 
simply hanging with crosses and badges and 
things. He carries a big cross in procession, and 
generally spends his time playing with ecclesi
astical toys of one kind or another." 

"' Is he a Christian ? " 
" He is very devout in a way, and simply 

dotes on his Church and priests and ceremonies. 
Candles and incense seem to give him great joy, 
but I've never heard him either quote Scripture, 
or ·speak of the Lord as if he loved Him. He 
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fasts and goes to confession and early celebra
tions ; that seems his special line." 

"Really, Criticos, you're almost humorous in 
your summing up. But what about him ? 
What has he to do with your question about 
inferences ? " 

"Well, we fell to, the other day. I took him 
out to lunch on purpose to see where he was." 

" Yes, and . . . ? " 
" I found he believes in Apostolic Succession, 

Baptismal Regeneration, a Sacrificing Priest
hood, the Real Presence (that is, in. a 'conse
crated' wafer), the Holy Spirit conferred by a 
Bishop at Confirmation, and lots more of the 
same kind of thing." 

"Well ? " 
"Why, of course I asked his authority in 

Scripture for these things." 
" And did he give it ? " 
" That's the whole point. He hadn't a 

straightforward text for· a single one of them, 
and, as for full mention, of course there was no 
such thing." 

" And yet his gigantic system and stupendous 
claims are built on that insecure· foundation ? " 

" Yes ; for example, Apostolic Succession he 
said was taught by Paul's telling Timothy to 
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commit the truth to faithful men. I told him 
I did not see how that proved a kind of wonder
ful transmission down the ages of Apostolic 
authority." 

" What did he say ? " 
" His Church taught it. Indeed, that was his 

refuge every time. Baptismal Regeneration he 
got from· John 3 ; 'by water,' he said, taught 
baptism. When I said that was pure assumption 
and only inference, he replied that his Church 
interpreted it so." 

cc And how did you reply ? " 
" I told him his Church seemed to consider 

itself at liberty to take great licence with Scrip
ture, and that I thought it looked --rather like 
special pleading." 

cc How did he take that ? " 
cc He said he was prepared to submit his judg

ment to Holy Church. I replied by asking, 'Any 
Church? ' 'No,' he said, 'only the true 
apostolic succession,' which of course was argu
ing in a circle. It's the true Apostolic Church 
bec3:use it says' so, and I believ.e what it says 
because it is so." 

cc Did you get any further ? " 
cc No, he stuck to his position ; he trusted in 

Holy Church. How are you to deal with a man 
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who takes up that kind of attitude? " 
"In the same way that you would with .any 

other unsaved man. After al�, one kind of 
darkness is much the same as another. Nothing 
can expel moral darkness or ecclesiastical dark
ness except the True Light shining in." 

" I should like to help the man ; he is quite a 
nice fellow-naturally." 

" Seek to convict him of sin, of his lost con
dition. When he is really awakened he will 
begin to look to his foundations, and, unless I 
am mistaken, will want some better hope than 
'Holy Church.' A convicted sinner, sensible of 
Divine wrath and coming judgment, is not satis
fied with candles and incense and processions 
and celebrations, and will require his priests to 
give him something better than uncertain infer
ences an4 subtle deductions from obscure 
passages, on which to base his hope of salvation." 

" I believe you're right. I noticed him rather 
twinge when I asked him if he knew himself to 
be a guilty sinner, deserving nothing at the hands 
of God. He said he thought that too strong 
language to use to a regular communicant." 

"Has he any assurance of salvation ? " 
" He says that no one can know that he is 

saved. I told him I did." 
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" What did he say to that, my Criticos ? " 
" How could I ? In reply I quoted John 10 : 

28, 'I give unto My sheep eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, neither shall anyone pluck 
them out of My hand,' and asked him if he could 
give me any sound reason why I should not 
believe my Lord ? " 

"A pertinent question ; what did he say? " 
" Perhaps I hadn't been a good sheep. To 

which I said 'No, not as good as I wished, but 
the Lord did not say, " My good sheep shall not 
perish,"· but "My sheep," and I could see no 
reason why my heart should not believe Him.' " 

"What then? " 
" He was silent. I think that impressed him." 
" Then go on testifying to him, living and 

rejoicing in Christ before him, and bid him get 
some better bottom to his hope than giant 
doctrines built on tiny inferences by a Church 
that has no other authority than its own feeble 
interpretations." 

"Thanks. I'll tell him that what's vital is 
clear and what is not clear is not vital, and that 
he'd better have ' full mention ' of truths that his 
hope for eternity rests on." 
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CHAPTER IX 

Deceiving and Being Deceived 
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' ' I AM glad, Criticos, that you are finding 
opportunities for conversation in trains." 

" But I am afraid I must not take credit £or 
beginning them. I am really rather a coward at 
breaking the ice and introducing spiritual 
things." 

" But you say you have had two talks lately ? " 
" Yes, but I introduced neither of them. In 

each the way opened naturally." 
" Perhaps the best way, Criticos. It is no good 

advertisement for your Lord to be discourteous 
and interfering. Tell me about them." 

" Well, they both seemed to me to point in 
the same direction-the daring assertion that 
people make that they actually believe in the 
Bible ! " 

" Go on, Criticos, tell us the facts." 
" The first was a fine tall man, a Colonel, of 

quite aristrocratic appearance. He saw me 
reading a religious paper and began the con-
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versa ti on ; and in a few minutes discovered 
himself to be a Christian Scientist." 

"Ah ! Slippery customers, those ! " 
" Maybe, but I asked him point blank if as 

such he bel'ieved. the Bible. Of course he said 
he did." 

" And how did you shew he didn't ? " 
"Why, I replied, 'then you believe that the 

Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses us 
from all sin ' ? '' 

" Good. How did he reply ? " 
" He hesitated, and then with a long drawn out 

' Um-err-err ' said ' Yes, I suppose we should 
believe that ! ' ' Come,' I said, ' it's not a 
matter to suppose and " um " about. If it's true, 
it's the most stupendous fact in the world, and 
either it is true or it is not.' " 

" ' Oh, yes,' he replied, 'we believe that.' " 
" ' But did you ever hear a Christian Scientist 

preach upon it? '" 
" 'No, I cannot say I did.' " 
"' Or rejoice in it as a personal experience ? 

For example, you yourself ; is it a matter of 
satisfaction and rest to you ? ' " 

" ' No ! I shouldn't like to say it is.' " 
" ' You know you do not ·believe it in fact at 

all.' " 
E 
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" 'Have you any right to say that ? ' " 
" ' Yes,' I replied, ' Mrs. Eddy's book 

distinctly states there is no atonement but by our 
ovvn repentance and reformation. Is that not 
so ? ' " 

" He said he believed she did say that in her 
book, and soon the talk closed." 

" Is that the end of it ? " 
"No, I wrote hiin and quoted I Cor. 11 : 19, 

and told him I believed all heresies were a mark 
of God's disapproval on the man who embrac�d 
them, and he replied that the correspondence 
must cease." 

" Really, Criticos, you did not spare ! I am 
afraid it was a bit presumptuous for a young 
man." 

" But how could the man say he believed the 
Bible ? " 

" How, indeed ? But what of your second 
talk ? " 

" Well, it came about thus. A missionary 
friend and I were in the train, when a young man 
opposite brought out a Bible, and my friend 
spoke in a friendly way to him and so we 'fell 
a-talking.' "

" And what then ? "
" I detected a false note and asked him if he
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did not believe that Jesus was God manifest in
flesh ? " 

" ' No,' he replied, ' certainly not.' " 
" ' But don't you believe the Bible ? ' " 
�' 'Yes, of course.' He stood four-square upon 

it, accepted it from cover to cover, but it never 
taught that Jesus was God." 

" What did you say ? " 
"I asked him to turn to two passages, Heb. I : 

8, ' Unto the Son He saith, Thy throne O God 
is for ever and ever ' and read to the end of the 
chapter, and then to Romans 9 : 5,' Christ, Who 
1s over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.' Would 
he read them and explain them ? " 

" fie read them aloud and remarked, ' We 
have to take the whole tenor of Scripture, not 
isolated verses.' " 

" ' But,' I replied, ' Do you not believe all the 
Bible ? You do not wish me to tear those 
passages out ? ' He paused, and for a long time 
wa� silent, pondering the verses. '� hope,' I 
urged, ' you are not trying to find a way out, 
seeking to avoid the plain truth of God ? ' He 
was in evident distress and could not answer. 
' Come,' I said, ' what could be plainer ? " Who 
is God " . . . " Thy throne, 0 God." Do you 
believe the Bible ? ' He again affirmed that he 
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did, but could not allow that Christ was God, 
and so the interview ended, for we had to get 
out, after I had solemnly warned him against 
trifling with the Word of God." 

"Mos� interesting, Criticos. What is your 
conclusion? " 

"That these freak beliefs like Christian 
Science (I believe the last man was a Russellite) 
are based upon lying assertions that they believe 
the Bible." 

"I am afraid it is only too true. To deny 
the Bible openly would shock their dupes, so 
they must make a feigned submission to it." 

" What are we to think of it ? " 
"Why, Criticos, let us see to it that it is true 

of us, 'We are not as many which cor:rupt (the 
true meaning is "adulterate") the Word of 
God' " (II Cor. 2·: 17). 

·cc

As a false wine-seller might mix his wine 
with chemicals and water? " 

'' That's it exactly. These men mix the Word 
of God with their own foHy." 

"Or, as the margin reads, they 'deal deceit
fully' with it." 

" Yes ; we need to seek grace from God our
selves to be honest and fair in our dealings with 
His Word." 
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CHAPTER X 

Alarums and Excursions 
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''I s JOY a guarantee of Truth ? "
"Surely, Criticos, that depends on the nature 

of the joy, does it not ? Why do you ask ? " 
"Because I see the Christian Scientists had 

a great meeting of their young folk and it was 
wonderful, the report said, to see the joy on 
their faces. Then I met a Four-square man 
who told me that there was no power or joy in 
the meeting he used to go to, but now ... and 
then followed an account of enthusiasm and 
thrills in glowing terms. 

" So I feel bound to ask, Is joy a guarantee of 
truth ? I don't see how it can be when it is 
claimed by every new cult." 

"My good Criticos, may I ask another 
question first ? " 

" Certainly-what is it ? " 
" Are we out for joy ? " 
" Well, aren't we ? ' The fruit of the Spirit 

is joy ' and we are told to 'Rejoice in the Lord 
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alway '-Yes, I should say a real Christian is 
out for joy." 

" Think again Criticos ! Is joy the aim of 
the believer's life ? " 

" No, not the aim of his life ; but we don't 
want gloomy Christians, do we? Goodness 
knows, there seem to be too many of them about 
as it is ! " 

"What is the Christian's aim? " 
" To do the will of God from the heart-is it 

not ? " 
" Exactly, Criticos-it was the aim of the Lord 

Jesus when He walked on earth and in that He 
was our example. ' I delight to do Thy will, 0 
God.' Surely to do the will of. God is our aim, 
f9r we pray ' Thy will be done,'. and 'He that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.' Then 
we do not aim at joy, but at doing the will of 
God." 

" But surely doing the will of God is accom-
panied by joy, is it not ? " 

" But what kind of joy ? "

" Ah ! I hadn't thought of that ! " 
" Are those who go to thrilling and exciting 

meetings out to do the will of God ? Do not 
the very thrills they delight in unfit them for 
sober and steady work ? Is not the will of God 



72 CHALLENGE! 

often set aside while they are' so happy' and' so 
enjoying it all ? ' " 

" I'm afraid that's the case with the man I 
met. He is so highly wrought by his ' powerful ' 
and 'happy ' meetings that nothing else will do 
for him; and what work for others he was doing 
he has given up to attend them." 

" That is as one would expect from the pursuit 
of joy. Was not the Lord our example, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief? " 

"·Truly He was, but He had a joy set before 
Him, did He not? " 

"Yes, and that shall help us to answer the 
question, What kind of Joy ? " 

"Isn't it called the Joy of Faith ? " 
" Yes, Criticos, and what kind of joy is 

that? " 
"Joy in the unseen. Isn't it ? " 
" Yes, Joy in the promises of God, in the will 

of God, the presence of the Lord; not in 
externals.'' 

"I suppose we might say in spite of externals." 
"Good, Criticos, you have struck- the true 

note." 
"The joy set before the Lord was in bringing 

many sons to glory. It was before Him when 
He was in the garden, when He was on the cross. 
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It was not a joy of emotion but of faith. It lay 
not in His comfort or happiness, but in the Will 
of God which was to Him His consuming desire. 
' The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up.' " 

"I suppose there is such a thing as selfish joy 
then? " 

" Yes, indeed, but it is not the ' joy of the 
Lord,' it does not ' rejoice in the Lord ' ; it is 
not the 'joy of faith,' nor the ' joy of love ' that 
can suffer for another." 

·" Then these thrilling meetings are not really
full of power and joy ? " 

"Not the power of God, nor the joy of Faith. 
These are more generally found in quiet where 
the flesh is less active and the Spirit brings 
Christ before our faith and His word to our 
hearts, so that our joy is in Him and our delight 
to do His will.'' 

" And that kind of rejoicing doesn't leave a 
headache behind and make one irritable next 
morning! " 

" No, no, Criticos ! Good-qye." 
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CHAPTER XI 

Which is the True Church? 
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"I 'VE HAD a poser put to me lately." 
" 0 my Critico�, what was it ? " 
"Well, it's like this-an old schoolfellow of 

\ 

mine has just gone over to t�e Romanists. We 
have had some long arguments-he's been trying 
to get me to go and see his priest, but it seems 
to me rather like asking me to play cards with a 
professional cardsharper." 

"Be careful in your metaphors, Criticos ; but 
I understand you. Anyhow,.you were wise not 
to go. Tell me more." 

"We got on t_o the subject of the Church. He 
would keep on about ' Holy Church ' ; so I asked 
him what right he had to call the Pope and his 
cardinals the Church. They seemed to me not 
to bear the slightest resemblance to anything in 
Scripture, and judged by their fruits were 
' drunken with the blood of the saints ' and 
utterly to be condemned. 

" He replied that I was biased and had read 



76 CHALLENGE! 

history all wrongly-· and then he came out with 
this, 'If the Roman Catholic is not the Church, 
where was the Church before the Reform
ation ? ' " 

" And what did you say to that, Criticos ? " 
" Well, I confess I was at a loss, and that's 

why I've come to see you. 
" I did reply that many members of the true 

Church were in their dungeons, or their bones 
were bleaching on the hills of Piedmont." 

'' That, of course, is true, but it does not meet 
the case." 

" So I felt, so then I said that the Eastern 
Church was before the Wes tern ; and that the 
Roman Church, having separated, became the 
first Dissenters.'' 

"Good, Criticos ; what said he ? " 
" He didn't like it, and claimed the usual 

primacy of Peter-but I felt that I had not really 
met the case." 

" You are right, Criticos, you did not, 
although it is true the Eastern was prior in time, 
the present form of Romanism being in fact com
paratively modern. But the correct answer lies 
in quite another direction." 

" Ah, that's what I want to know." 
"The point is this : The Bible never recog-
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nises a Visible Church on Earth. 

"The Church Universal as it sometimes is 
called, or in Scriptural terms : 'The Church 
which is His Body,' is not a visible organisation, 
but an unseen organism. Christ is its unseen 
Head, and every redeemed soul is a member of 
it, wl?-ether attached to any company of believers, 
or church institution, or not." 

"Then the great Institutions like the Eastern 
or Orthodox Church, the Church nf Rome, and 
other sitnilar bodies are not part of the Church 
Universal ? " 

" They contain many members of the True 
Church, the Boc;iy of Christ, but they themselves 
are not that Body or parts of it." 

"Suppose they all joined up, would we not 
then have the true Church? " 

" Certainly not. We should have a great 
amalgamation of institutions, containing many 
members of Christ, but alas, an overwhelming 
majority of unregenerate souls, governed by a 
succession of officials, many of them utterly 
unspiritual." 

"Then has the Church of God no manifest
ation on earth ? " 

" Yes, in the churches ( or assemblies) of the 
saints, as the Bible calls them. Wherever a 
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company of true believers meet together in sub
jection to Christ as Lord, walking in the truth 
and guided by the Spirit, there is one of the 
" Churches of the saints " ; but the Bible never 
recognises an amalgamation of these or an 
apostolic succession of priests with authority to 
rule them." 

"Then where was the Church before the 
Reformation ? " 

" Where it is now, where it has always been. 
A great part already with the Lord, the other 
part scattered on earth and some not yet called 
out of the world-still unconverted. A holy but 
invisible unity with its risen glorified Head in 
Heaven." 

" But how was it manifested on earth before 
the Reformation? " 

" Exactly as it is now. Not by an official 
body in Jerusalem or: Rome or Canterbury; but 
wherever two or three or more believers were 
gathered together in the name of Christ-there 
was an assembly or church in that place." 

" But what denomination is that ? " 
" Ah, Criticos, it is not denomination that 

matters but reality-where they are in fact met 
in that sacred Name, there is He in their midst 
according to His promise. There may be and 
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ever has been much mixture and failure, but the 
fact remains that wherever true believers meet 
in that Name, there is a church of the saints." 

" Yes; I understand. The True Church is 
the Body of Christ, not represented by any 
visible organisation, or institution on earth, but 
consisting of all redeemed sinners, members of 
Christ, who love to gather together in His 
Name." 
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CHAPTER XII 

" Believing " and " Having " 
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'' KNITTED brows again, Criticos? "
"Well, yes, I'm fairly puzzled." 
"What is it this time ? " 
" Oh, it all turns on that verse in Mark 11 : 

24 : 'What things soever ye desire when ye pray 
believe that ye receive them and ye shall have 

them.'" 

" The word ' receive ' is in the Aorist, Criticos, 
and has the value of ' believe that ye received,' 
that is, when you asked." 

" That only-makes my difficulty worse." 
"Explain, my worried Criticos." 
"I will. Recently I have come across two 

cases in which this verse has been made the 
ground and reason for most extraordinary claims. 
The first is a young lady friend of mine, a most 
earnest soul who is seeking for 'entire sanctifi
cation ' and holiness with all her heart. I verily 
believe she would die to obtain it." 

" That is good, Criticos. No doubt the Lord 

F 
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in His grace will satisfy her longing soul." 
cc Yes, but she has recently been listening to 

a teacher who has treated her in this way : Did 
she believe Jesus was able to do it ? Of course, 
she said, 'Yes,' with all her heart. 'Would she 
accept it from Him ? ' ' Yes, most willingly.' 
Then, after prayer; in which she expressed her 
acceptance of the blessing, he asked, 'Did she 
believe in accordance with Mark 11 : 24, that she 
received it ? ' She hesitated, but he urged her 
to say she did. Then he replied, ' If you really 
believe you received it, now testify aloud to all 
that you have received entire sanctification and 
are delivered from all unrighteousness.' Again 
she paused, and so he urged her to ' say it in 
faith/ and this she did." 

cc Well, Criticos, are you not satisfied ? " 
"No, not quite, because since then her 

mother has complained that she i's so taken up 
with her meetings that she neglects her home 
duties, and that when spoken to she is irritated 
and resents it." 

'' Ah, Criticos, what then ? " 
"I'm not finding fault; she is a very good 

girl really, but when I asked her about it she said 
she did not call that kind of thing sin, and still 
maintains she has got' the blessing.' Of course, 
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on the principle of her interpretation of Mark 
11 : 24, she must say so. In her eyes it would 
be unbelieving not to say so." 

"A real puzzle, Criticos ; but you spoke of 
another case." 

" Yes, the second is very similar, but on the 
lines of divine healing." 

"Most interesting. Go on." 
cc A young man living near me has suffered for 

some time from a not very serious complaint
not organic, I mean." 

cc What, some nervous disorder ? " 
cc Something of the kind. Then there came 

one of the 'Four-Square ' Gospellers and held 
a healing campaign, and this young fellow went 
and was ' healed,' so he said." 

" Was he not, then ? " 
" That's the point ; he was told he must ' say 

it in faith ! ' The order apparently is, prayer, 
anointing, believing, and confessing it ' in faith.' 
So he shouted aloud on the platform ' I'm 
healed, I'm healed,' and all the audience 
answered with joyful ' Amen ' for another 
miracle." 

'' And what has ensued ? '' 
cc Alas ! the poor chap found himself worse 

after the reaction, and it so preyed on his mind 
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that he has had to be put away under restraint." 
cc And now, Criticos, what is your difficulty? " 
cc Well, it's obvious there is something wrong 

.in the interpretation of Mark 11 : 24 ; what is 
. ? "
1t. 

cc It is a case, Criticos, of mistaking instead of 
understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
Mark 11 : 24 does not authorise us to ask any
thing contrary to God's will." 

cc But is not ' entire sanctification ' according 
to God's will ? " 

cc I do not find that expression in the Word of 
God, but if it means the removal of the law of 
sin and death instead of deliverance from it by 
the law of the Spirit of life in· Christ Jesus, then, 
No." 

"You mean, it is not God's will to take us out 
of the battle or the battle ·out of us ? " 

" Not until our bodies are redeemed, and that 
is not yet, for we are told in Romans 8 : 23, that 
we are ' waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of the body,' and that it is at present 
a matter of ' hope ' (verse 24 )." 

" What about healing ? Is that not God's 
will ? " 

'' It may be, or it may not be. God's will in 
the matter is different in each case. Certainly 
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He has not given us to understand that no one 
should be ill ; else Paul (II Cor. 12 : 9), Timothy 
(I Tim.· 5 : 23), Trophimus (II Tim. 4 : 20), and 
Epaphroditus (Phil. 2 : 26) were all out of the 
will of God. We know that many of the holiest 
men have been called to glorify God by 
suffering." 

cc Then in both my cases they were asking for 
what God has never promised? " 

"That is so, Criticos. Deliverance from the 
power of indwelling sin is by 'walking in the 
Spirit ' (Gal. 5 : 16, and Rom. 8 : 13), not by a 
sudden blessing ! There is no short cut to this 
great blessing. It is conditioned on walk, and we 
have no right to ask God for an easier way. It 
is part of the discipline of the life of faith, and 
must be faced with courage and diligence (II 
Pet. 1 : 10)." 

cc I understand. You mean that God is more 
glorified by our quitting ourselves like men in 
the battle than by crying like children to be taken 
out of it." 

cc Exactly, Criticos. Let your friend ask 
grace from Christ to overcome, and as she asks 
she may believe that she has received it, and in 
that God-given grace may glorify God." 

" I'll try and explain it to her, for I notice that 
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already the 'blessing' seems to be ebbing away 
a bit, for she often looks depressed and anxious." 

"May the Lord graciou�ly teach her, and all 
of us, His will for our lives." 
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CHAPTER XIII 

" Great Swelling Words " 
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'' I THINK I've discovered the meaning of the
word ' Swellings ' in II Cor. 12 : 20." 

"That sounds a momentous discovery indeed, 
my Criticos ! But pray enlarge and unfold the 

mystery. I am all ears." 
"Well, I think it's the same as ' great swelling 

.. 

words' in II Peter 2 : 18 and Jude 16, for you 
see it is coupled with ' debates ' and that kind of 
thing." 

" I think you're right, Criticos ; but wliy and 
wherefore all this ? " 

"Well, it came about in this way. A-certain 
nurse girl who comes to our meeting has got into 
a state of nervous depression through attending 
the ministry of a free-lance kind of man who 
professes great holiness ideas. He asserts that 
they (that is_ he and those who go with him) 
begin in this matter, where 'Keswick' leaves 
off. 

" If anyone objects he smiles sadly and says, 
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' Ah, yes, it is possible to know the Bible 
mentally, but we, etc., etc.' " 

" Seems to be quite a bit of swelling there, no 
doubt, Criticos ; but go on." 

" Well, he's got the poor girl into a state 
bordering on mental collapse and it's very diffi
cult to discover what he really does teach her." 

" Oh ; why ? " 
"Because it's all wrapt up in words that sound 

grand but are so indefinite in meaning that ' the 
trumpet gives an uncertain sound.' " 

" For example ? " 
"Well, there's a good deal of talk about 'The 

Experimental Cross.'" 
" Ah-what exactly does he mean by that ? " 
" There's the rub, as Shakespeare says. It 

may mean anything-no doubt, the user means 
one thing by it and the hearer another ; if indeed 
anything but a miserable confusion is produced 
in the mind at all. 

" Then there are such expressions as ' the 
work of the Cross within '-' the victory .of the 
blood as an inward experience ' and so on. 

" It strikes me that much of it is pretentious 
and pious nonsense." 

" You mean ' great swelling words ' ? Yes, 
that's rather what I felt. I asked one of them 
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why in teaching Bible truth they did not use 

Bible language ? " 
"And the reply? " 
" Oh, the same sad pitying smile that plainly 

said : 'Ah, poor soul, he's still in the dark I '
a mean way of claiming superior enlightenment." 

" Criticos, you are right. This kind of thing 
reminds me of a saying of the great puritan John 
Owen to this effect. 

"' Some cannot excel in the straight path and so run 

out of the way to attract attention and obtain a spurious 

reputation.' 

"If these' great swelling words ' were reduced 
to common language they would be found to be 
but feeble and false utterances ; consequently 
they have to be blown· out with windy words till 
they swell and deceive the unwary. 

"I remember a witty saying of Spurgeon's 
concerning a certain very wordy teacher-' If 
this were put into plain English we should find 
there was nothing in it ! ' " 

"What can be done to help such troubled 
souls as this nurse girl ? " 

" Let some patient and loving Christian 
woman reason with her on these lines : 

" 1. That she refuse all doctrine that comes 
in uncertain language-remembering that 
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Paul said, 'vve use great plainness of speech.' 
" 2. When they trouble her again bid her 

insist on the Scriptures to which they refer, so 
that she may study them prayerfully alone 
vvithout the confusion of their additions. 

" 3. That she accept no truth out of its 
context, but reading it as it comes simply in its 
order seek to learn by the Spirit the honest and 
obvious meaning. 

" 4. Not to believe that superior holiness 
or enlightenment rests with those who claim 
it for themselves and disparage others. 
" To quote Spurgeon again as to one who 

claimed to be perfect : ' We. all thought our 
brother perfect till he told us he was.' 

"Ir is impossible for anyone to say he is holier 
or more faithful than another. He does not 
know his own heart nor the heart of another. 
Moreover, true holiness includes self-abnegation 
and humility ; it can only be pride that ' compar
ing themselves among. themselves' gives the 
prize to itself." 

" I'm afraid it will be a long time before the 
poor gir 1 gets better." 

" I ndeed, Criticos, these nervous states are 
more easily created than cured; those who act 
in this way will surely have much to answer for." 
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CHAPTER XIV 

Misplaced Enthusiasm 
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''W EL�, Criticos, how did you enjoy the
Boys' ' Camp ? ' " 

" Famously. It was great." 
" The spiritual elements well to the fore, I 

hope? " 
" Yes, indeed. A number really turned to the 

Lord, I believe, and the talks I had with the 
Christian fellows were some of the most interest
ing I �ver had." 

" Some good leaders, I suppose ? " 
" Yes, but there was one I stood in doubt 

about." 
" Oh ! Tell me, Criticos." 
"Well, we had talks for the village children 

on the Sunday afternoon, and he was told off to 
address them." 

" What aged children ? " 
" Oh, they were all quite kids, and there was 

only a handful of them ; the older children did 
not come." 
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"Did you have a good service ? " 
" Would you believe it ? This gentleman 

gave them an address on the British Israelite 
business ! He might as well have addressed 
them in Greek, poor little things." 

" So they were not edified ? " 
"No, they stared at him for a minute or two 

and wriggled all the rest of �he time with a desire 
to escape." 

" You evidently felt for them ! " 
" I did indeed-afterwards I asked him if he 

thought the subject suited to the infant mind ? 
He replied that he never spoke without bringing 
1t 1n. 'What, not even to infants ? ' I asked, 
'No, I couldn't leave it out.' " 

" And how did you answer ? " 
" I told him he was a crank ! " 
" Rather rude, wasn't it, Criticos ? " 
'' So he said-but I assured him I didn't mean 

to be rude, but I put it in this way. Here is a 
good worker who once preached Christ and 
sought to win children for Him, turned aside to 
this British Israel idea which seemed to me of 
little value even if it had been true. Wasn't it 
a pity, I said ? " 

" Was he very angry ? " 
"No, I will say he took it in a most sporting 
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way, and said he hadn't looked at it like that but 
would think it over." 

" That was good, Criticos." 
" So I thought-I sent him a copy of ' British 

Israelism Weighed In The Balances ' later, and 
asked him to read it. I specially marked the 
text on the cover." 

"What is that ? " 
"' Think not to say within yourselves.We 

have Abraham to our Father ' (Matt. 3 : 9). 
It seems to me that that text alone knocks the 
theory on the head ! " 

" That is true, fot the whole thing is ' glorying 
in the flesh,' inviting the unsaved man to glory 
in the fact that he is an Israelite, and thus en
couraging him to expect blessing out of Christ. 
Like all these follies it is a dope to the lost sinner 
to hinder him seeing his ruin." 

" I think the effect on the believer who turns 
to this error is tremendously sad. He spends his 
energies propagating it, when he should be 
teaching and preaching Christ. The devil must 
laugh up his sleeve at him." 

" That is too sadly true, Criticos." 
" What is the remedy ? " 
" Often, Criticos, there is none, for it is a 

judicial blindness on disobedience as we learn 
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from I Cor. 11 : 19 : ' There must be heresies 
among you that they which are approved may 
be made manifest among you.' " 

" You µiean that the taking up of these cranks 
is a mark of God's disapproval ? " 

" I fear that it often is." 
"" But we can w�rn others and save them, can 

we not? " 
"Y.es, that is almost the only real reason for 

troubling oneself about the subject. Our Lord 
said of such ' They be blind guides of the blind. 
Let them alone.' "

"Sound advice, indeed ! To. attack them is 
waste of time and merely to advertise them." 

"That is so, Criticos ; get on with the work 
and let them alone. There is much _to be done, 
and we serve a Master whose highest praise was : 
'She hath done what she could.' God grant that 
you and I may never do less ! " 
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