
"SERMONS IN STONES'' 

BY 

S. E. L. 0. 

u The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that 
have pleasure therein " (Ps. cxi. 2). 

" Jesus said . . . . Have ye not read in the book of l\Ioses ? ,, 
(Mark xii. 24, 26). 

NEWPORT (i\10N.J ·: 

STOW HILL BIBLE DEPOT AND PUBLISHING. OFFICE . 
LONDON: 20, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.C. 





CONTENTS 

CHAP. 

I.-What the Stones say -
lL-The Moon's Message 

III.-Words from the Wells -
IV.-The Song of the Sparrow 

V.-The Raven's Voice 

VI.-Winds arid Storms 
VIL-Flowing Rivers 

VIII.-The Glory of the Sun -

PAGE 

7 

21 

34 

45 
56 

68 

83 

97 



SERMONS IN STO'NES. 

CHAPTER I. 

WHAT THE STONES SAY. 

you will not, I hope, settle that this is a dull book,
because of its title, although " Sermons in Stones " 

may not have a very engaging sound. The words were 
written two or three hundred years ago, but they are still 
kept in memory, because t}:ley convey a very useful thought. 

We are all continually looking at the objects before us, 
but some persons, besides ordinary sight, the sight of the 
eyes, exercise the use of another sight, very aptly called 
" the mind's eye." Your eyes and mine might rest upon 
some object, \Ve will say a stone, and one looker might see 
only a cold, hard fragment of rock; while the other, by the 
aid of the 1nind's eye, might receive many interesting and 
instructive thoughts from that sa1ne stone. 

But, beyond this, there are thoughts which call for more 
than the natural povver of the mind's eye, ,vonderful as 
that is: in order to receive the light and wisdom presented 
to us in God's precious Book, we require to have the eyes 
of our understanding enlightened with light fro1n heaven. 

Stones are frequently mentioned in Scripture; indeed, 
so many and varied are the lessons which may be gleaned 
from them, that I can do little more than suggest a f e,v 
thoughts connected with some of them. 
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The first stone we meet ·with is that in Genesis xxviii. 
It is placed as a pillow to support the head of the wanderer. 
Jacob. There he lies, on the hard, bare ground .. alone. 
asleep, away from his mother's care, away from his father's 
curtained tent, the clear Eastern sky his only roof. It is his 
first night away from home, and doubtless many sorrowful 
recollections crossed his mind as he lay, wearied and 
footsore, in that distant spot. At last he drops asleep. 
forgets his sorrows, forgets his dangers, but he is not 
forgotten-there is One, blessedly presented to us as the 
One who "keepeth Israel," who "shall neither slumber 
nor sleep" (Ps. cxxi. 4). That One is watching the 
helpless sleeper. Perhaps some ,vho read these lines may 
have had this experience of Jacob's - the first night 
away from home; the first night when home "good
nights" were silent, when home lessons were only in 
memory, when home care was exchanged for the attentions 
of strangers, and your heart has felt its need ; this is the 
time to hear the voice which sounds from Jacob's stony 
pillow-The Voice of COMPASSIONATE INTEREST and 
ALMIGHTY FAITHFULNESS: 

Jacob was vvilful; he had acted in deceit. As he lies 
there, his pros_pects blighted, his brother alienated from him 
by his o,vn wrong doing, his father apparently dying, ho,v 
small are his resources, how great his needs! And compas
sion, the interest of Him whose "compassions fail not" 
(Lam. iii. 22), rests upon him. Made to dream, a voice 
reaches his heart; he is watched, he is claimed by the God 

I 

of his fathers; he had started alone, but he is not to continue

his journey alone-" I am with thee, I vvill not leave thee . 
. . , I will keep thee." vVhat compassion, what care and 
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what mighty power ! vVho but God can say to the lonely 
one-I am ,vith thee ? lVfan, a friend, can take part in 
compassionate interest, but there his power ends. Can 
he say to the lonely traveller-I am with thee? No; 
miles of sea or land may separate from the truest friend. 
And who but God can say, I will not leave thee? How 
soon, ho,v suddenly those w� love and lean on are taken 
from us! Vain on the part of a parent to say, " I \Vill 
never leave thee." But this word, given to Jacob, sounds 
again for us (Heb. xiii.), "I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee." Let the obedient ear of faith receive this gracious 
message from One vvhose "faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds" (Ps. xxxvi. 5). 0 Lord God of hosts, ,vho is a 
strong Lord like unto Thee, or to thy faithfulness round 
about Thee? 

Thus provided, kept, encouraged, Jacob pursues his 
journey, a beacon light to all-for all are, like Jacob, 
travellers. We may not have actual1y left our childhood's 
home, our parents' care and counsel, but all must journey; 
and although these provisions of love may still be enjoyed, 
yet we need to learn divine love and to trust in divine 
direction which will abide when the helps. of which we 
were first a ware are gone. Thus only cari life's journey be 
safely taken. God says to each one, ",iVilt thou not from 
this time cry unto Me, 1\1:y father, Thou art the guide of 
my youth ? " (J er. iii. 4). 

More than four hundred years later, Jacob's offspring 
are seen, a great multitude, ,vitnesses to the care promised 
on that first night. of solitude : through raging seas and 
arid p�ains they have been brought, until at last they are 
confronted by the mighty barrier of an overflovving J ornan. 
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This interesting river winds its course through a deep 
valley, and when streams from the surrounding hills have 
poured into it, especially at times of harvest, which were 
two (the first taking place in spring after the early rain, 
and the second in autumn after the latter rain), the swelling 
of Jordan flows over the whole extent of its lower shore 
or vallev. Such was its condition when the children of 

� 

Israel approached, at the close of their long wilderness 
. 

Journey. 
But Jordan was driven back. 
"What ailed thee ... thou Jordan, that thou \vast 

driven back ? " 
vVhat could drive back those deep, spreading waters? 
It was the Presence of the God of Jacob : His presence 

was with that ark which was carried' by the priests do\vn 
to the edge of. the river. "And it came to pass, as they 
that bare the ark \Vere come into Jordan, and the feet of 
the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of 
the water ... that the waters which came down from 
above stood and rose up upon an heap . . . and those 
that ca1ne down toward the sea of the plain . . . failed 
and were cut off, and the people passed over, right against 
Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord" stood firm on dry ground in the midst of 
Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.'' This 
was indeed a wonderful event. The sudden drying up 
of an over-full river, the instantaneous changing, by any 
means, of dro,vning depths into firm, dry ground, harmless 
to the traveller, would have been an occurrence demanding 
attention; but the manner in ·which God vvas pleased to 
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open this ,vay· for His chosen ones into the Promised Land 
is what gives its chief interest, and the twelve Stones of 
Memorial, placed in that spot where the feet of the priests 
stood firm until all the people had passed over, utters a 
message which speaks in tender, touching tones to every 
attentive heart. 

No outward sign of power was there, such as had indicated 
the Presence of Jehovah on the occasion of the giving of 
Stones at Sinai ; in the river ·we get the po\.ver of holy 
endurance maintained in priestly grace. "The priests' 
feet stood firm." Jesus "' endured the cross." The 
Holy Sacrifice was " bound with cords" (Ps. cxviii. 27)
cords. of love and obedience to. His Father, cords of love 
to us. cc He saved others, Himself he cannot save" said 
the mockers, and it was indeed true :-

Himself He could not save, 
Love's stream too deeply flowed. 

* 

Obeclience to I-Iis Father's will, 

And love to Him, did all fulfil. 

By the grace of God He tasted death for everything, 
cc that through death He might destroy hi1n that had the 
po,ver of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them vvho 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). 

The river Jordan, which would have barred the way 
against Israel, became thus the way of entrance into the. 
Pro1nised Land. In like n1anner death, which for sinful 
man speaks of judg1nent, becomes now, by the death of 
Jesus, the way into life and glory. Hovv many have 
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testified to this 1 " Victory, victory through the Blood 
of the Lamb!" said one. "Happy they who rest in Jesus," 
said another. " I shall meet, not death, but Himself," 
,vere the last ,vords of another. "It is not death, it is life," 
said another, on hearing that it \vas not likely she would 

' 

see another n1orning : all these await the resurrection 
morning, for the One who went in to <lea th on their behalf 
is no,v in resurrection :-

O h, that we never might forget 

\Vhat Christ has suffered for our sake; 
* * 

But keeping this in mind, press on 

To glory and the victor's crown. 

The Stones of Memorial must not be passed by, but 
carried, so to speak,· in our hearts. 

All Israel saw the priests standing in the river, and the 
stones laid there ; but one took so Ii ttle heed to the lesson 
of Jordan, that almost within sight of those stones he 
could indulge his covetous desires; he passed by the 
Stones of lVIemorial, and he reaches the Stones of Righteous 
Retribution-a solemn vvarning to all who hear of that 
death of Jesus. How sad, how terrible to pass by, the 
heart untouched, the conscience unawakened. 

Achan saw, in the attractions of Babylon, what shut 
out the stones from his eyes ; thus the world, with its 
glitter, now dazzles the eyes of n1any, and they pass on. 
A Babylonish garment, a mass of silver and gold-Achan 
succeeded in getting these apparently desirable things for 
himself, and he succeeded ih hiding them in his tent ; all 
seemed to go well. 
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Have you any false treasure of the glory of this world 
hidden in your tent, your heart? 

Ah ! we each of us have a tent, a place peculiarly our · 
own, the secret of our own heart, and we each have ,some
thing hidden there-either Christ, " the hidden Man of 
the heart" (r Pet. iii. 4), or the vvorld; and " the world 
passeth away, and the. lust thereof." The world will pass 
a,vay with all its shining tinsel, and the heart, no longer 
dazzled, ,�.rill no longer lust after things of the world : '' the 
lust " will pass away and will be replaced by remorse and 
abhorrence. 

No one will love the world when, at last, it is exposed 
in its withered corruption, but that moment will be too 
late to exchange the love of the world for the love of the 
Father to ,vhich we are no,v invited. God says NO\V

" Love not the' world, neither the things that are in the 
world" (r John ii. 15). 

Achan might make a hiding-place in the midst of his tent, 
but God's eye could. pierce through that carefully spread 
layer of earth. The days passed on, but the day of dis
covery came. Joshua called the tribes before him. All 
Israel was gathered into the dark valley of Achor. 

There were twelve tribes, hundreds of families, thousands 
of men. Could Achan find a hiding-place among them? 
His tribe, the tribe of Judah, was taken: it was the favoured, 
the royal tribe, the tribe to which Caleb belonged who 
"followed the Lord wholly." But could all this shelter 
Achan ? No ! Privileges, godly parents, pious friends, 
christian associations will not shelter in the day of retribu
tion; they will instead, if neglected, add to condemnation. 
" For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
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much required " (Luke xii. 48). It is not knowledge, it is 
"the love of the truth" which saves (2 Thess. ii. ro). 

The fan1ilies of Judah's,tribe are called ; the family of 
the Zarhites is taken; then the households come forward, 
judgn1ent dravvs nearer, Zabdi's household is taken-it is 
the household of which Achan forms a part-and man by 
1nan has to appear. At last Achan's turn comes, and he 
is taken ; there he stands, the hiding in the tent of no use. 
He is discovered. The All-seeing Eye of God has marked 
him out, and he has to confess the very deed he had hidden. 
Thus Achan gives God the glory: God is justified as to the 
terrible end which meets Achan, and he is stoned in justice; 
it is the moment of r'ighteous retribution for the one who 
has heedles�ly passed by the Stones of Men1orial. How 
different is this day: Achan confesses his guilt, and the 
result is he is stoned in justice. N o,v, in this day of grace, 
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just TO FORGIVE."

The precious blood of Christ avails, it cleanses from all sin, 
and God can be Just and the Justifier of him who believes 
in Jesus. 

Thus the dark valley of Achor, the low place of confes
sion and self-condemnation, becomes a door: of hope : the 
light of God's goodness shines into the heart, you are 
brought to repentance; you confide in God, not in yourself, 
no longer seeking to screen yourself, you come 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot. 

You are prought into forgiveness and peace. 
But a brighter valley now comes before our view. Let 

us look for a moment at that small stone, a smooth stone 
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from. the brook in the valley of Elah, which speaks of 
Faith's Victory. 

The army of Israel had fought in vain .against the mighty 
host of the Philistines, supported a� they were by their 
giant champion, Goliath of Gath; his height alone, for his 
stature was 1nore than eleven feet, was enough to strike 
terror into every heart, and day after day he advanced, 
fully armed, and with a loud voice sounding defiance. "All 
the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, 
and were sore afraid." 

But there comes a stripling-the least in his father's 
house-a shepherd from the field, and he has a shepherd's 
heart, and faith to see in his frightened kinsmen the sheep 
of God's pasture ; the question no longer is, Shall ISRAEL

be overcome of the giant? but, Shall Gon be defeated by 
this representative of Satanic opposition? 

David goes forward, not thoughtlessly, for rashness is 
not courage ; he takes his staff, he chooses five smooth 
stones from the brook, and he stands before Goliath, a 
youth, ruddy and of a fair countenance. ,vhat was he ? 
" But a youth," and his opponent H a man of war from 
his youth." The .great champion feels himself insulted 
by the appearance of the lad, loud and angry is his mocking 
challenge. David utters a challenge also, "This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand ; and I will smite 
thee and take thine head from thee . . . that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Is1�ael . . . that the Lord 
sa veth not with sword and spear.'' 

How little did Goliath believe this. 
He arose and came to meet David;- but David's trust 

was in God, and God never disappoints faith ; the battle 
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was short, for it was "the Lord's." ·Not one,�stroke had 
the boasting giant n1ade when David "put his hand in his 
bag, and took thence a stone and slung it" ; that one 
smooth stone, flung by faith's hand under the guidance 
of the " God of the armies of Israel " sank into the forehead 
of the God-defying champion, and he fell upon his face 
to the ground. 

Faith's yictory is complete. And as we see this shepherd 
our thoughts turn to the Good Shepherd, of whom David, 
in his love for the people, is a picture ; and every victory 
won by faith now is but the outcome of that first victory. 
Victory of divine power, victory of Jesus the Good Shepherd 
who overcame Satan the ene1ny of God and man, and of 
whom the great giant Golia th is a picture. 

· Alone He bare the cross,
Alone its grief sustained ;
His was the shame and loss,
And He the victory gained.

The mighty work was all His own, 
Though we shall share His glorious throne. 

What grace on the part of Christ! He alone could over
come Satan, but He shares the victory with all His o\vn, 
and He puts, as it were, the.Stone of Victory into the hand 
of the youngest and feeblest of the flock. !' My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.'' Faith 
leads in the track of the victor, Jesus, Who is now in 
the glory of God. No defeat, no turning back, even 
though that path lead to the Stones of Martyrdom. 

See how the first Christian martyr, Stephen, faces the 
whole council of opposing Jews, just as David faced the 
host of the Philistines; Satan does not appear, he hides 
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himself behind these "elders, scribes and false witnesses," 
hut he comes. out, through the1n, in his true character
" a liar" and " a n1urderer." 

They looked steadfastly and saw the face of Stephen 
as it had been the face of an angel : but how terrible is 
man's will when it sets itself in opposition to the testimony 
of God. This beautiful sight did not affect the hearts of 
the murderers, and when at last Stephen looked steadfastly 
into the opened heaven, and told them of the glory of God 
and Jesus, they stopped their ears; they vvould neither 
see nor hear ; they ran upon hiin and stoned him-he must 
not live. But these stones could not take away the life of 
Stephen, they could but send him to the safe ·keeping of 
the Lord whom he loved, and where he now awaits the 
tru1np, at the sound of which " the dead in Christ shall 
rise first," to be caught up with us in the clouds, and so to 
be " for ever with the Lord." 

Let none then fear the Stones of Martyrdom. But 
perhaps you will say, "I can be a Christian ,vithout being 
a martyr" ; but martyr is really the same word as witness, 
and no one can really love and follow Jesus the Good 
Shepherd without being a witness or martyr. Man's 
wickedness, which leads him to persecute and cruelly put 
to death those who follow Christ and confess His name, 
has caused us to associate the stones and the stake with 
the word martyr. Stoning or burning may not now be 
the Christian's portion, but he cannot be faithful to Christ 
without suffering-it may be but a little stone, a mocking 
word, an angry look; or the stone 1nay strike more heavily 
-the witness 111ay lose an influential friend, a profitable
employ1nent, even an expected fortune.: for Christ's sake.

2 
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But hovv hannless are these stones if we are kept near the 
One for ,vhose sake they fall upon us. vVe may say with 
David (Ps. xxvii. r), "The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength 
of my life; of whom ·shall I be afraid?" 

The faithful vvarrior of Israel becomes the sweet psalmist 
9£ Israel, and the youngest and feeblest who is faithful may 
encourage those who come after by his song of victory. 

Let us now turn to a scene in �he Temple at Jerusalem. 
It is early 'in the morning, but Jesus, who had passed the 
night on the IVIount of Olives, was already in the Temple, 
uttering those gracious words which affected the hearts of 
the weary .and heavy laden. .Presently all is interrupted; 
a sinner is forced into the midst of the listening people, 
the words of Jesus are stopped by the angry words of 
Scribes and Pharisees, traitors, �eeking to prove Jesus a 
despiser of the law of Moses. Jesus did not at once reply 
to these wicked men, He gave them time to consider. But 
anger is very persistent and very blind; these.Scribes and 
Phari�ees desired to 5ee the woman condemned, but when 
Jesus answers them, the condemnation falls upon· them
selves-". He that is without �in among you, let him :fir�t 
cast a stone at her.'' It was the Stone which No one Could 
Throw. 

These men might have deceived themselves by self
righteousness, they might have so acted that their pre
tentions passed for righteousness in the dim light of their 
fellow-men's opinion, but in that temple stood the One 
who �·as the Light of the World. In presence of that 
Light they are convicted, and alas! one by one they go 
out avvay from that light, rather than expose themselves 
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and commit themselves to the Saviour who, while as 
Light He exposed sin, had also come into the world to save 
sinners. Let no one seek to hide from Love which now 
makes our,sin manifest to us in order to remove it frqm us. 
If we, like these Pharisees, go out from the light, we carry 
our sin with us, and there is a day coming when, before 
the Light of the Great White Throne (Rev. xx.) earth and 
heaven shall flee away, but those who have concealed their 
sins, and thus have carried them to the grave, shall not be 
able �o flee away, for the dead, small and great, stand before 
God to be judged, every man according to his works. Oh! 
look at your works ; your acts, your thoughts, your words, 
NOW, in presence of that light which shines in the face of 
Jesus the Saviou:,;/ the Man in the glory of qod, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all. 

He is the Shepherd, the Stone of. Israel. The stone 
which the builders reje�ted is become t4e head stone of 
the corner. The· Precious Corner Stone. "Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation. 
And whosoever believeth on Him shall not be confounded " 
(r Pet4 ii. 6). 

· A whole volume would not suffice for all that the stones
of Scripture might say to us; there are the stones worn by 
Aaron in his priestly robes of glory and beauty. Do they 
not speak of the value which God sets upon His own? 
His" jewels," as He names them in Mal. iii. He represents 
them by precious stones laid upon the breast and the 
shoulders of the High Priest, as ever borne on His heart 
and in His strength. 

Again, there is the precious " white stone" of Rev. iii., 
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the token of Christ's approval, told of to encourage the 
dependent vvarrior who overco1nes. 

l\iany, many more there are which the reader would find 
interest and profit in searching out, but which cannot be 
spoken of in this little volu1ne. 

A wanderer, distressed, alone, 
His head supported by a stone, 

Yet object of compassion deep 
To Him who watches while we sleep. 
Arise, 0 traveller! wend thy way, 
Trusting in God, thy strength, thy stay; 
' Memorial stones,' the story tell 
Of Him who came on earth to dwell, 
Who dried for us the raging flood 
At cost of His own precious blood. 
The victory now with Him we share, 
Set on His heart as jewels fair. 
And glory's fast approaching day 
His love for us will soon display. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE MOON'S AfESSAGE 

THE stones spoke to us from the earth, and if no,v we 
turn our eyes to the heavens, the moon will speak 

a bright message to our hearts. The 1noon is spoken of 
in Ps. lxxxix. 37, as " a faithful witness " ; and her witness 
is to the steadfastness of God's promise. 

How beautiful the moon is ,vhen vve see her in her 
. 

fulness; how clear her light; every object which had 
disappeared in the darkness of night stands out distinctly 
beneath the steady rays of a shining moon. Who does not 
love a moonlight night ? 

We are able to look upon the moon better than on the 
sun, whose dazzling brillance would blind our eyes. The 
light of the moon is not her own, but is borrowed from 
the sun; and ,vhat we call moonlight, as we see it around 
us, 'is really sunlight which, during the otherwise dark 
hours, is shed upon us by the moon's reflection. Only 
one half of the moon is ever seen by us, and this only as 
illuminated by the sun : the side to\vards us is gradually 
lighted up as she makes her circuit round the earth, which 
it takes her four weeks, or a lunar 1nonth, to do. vVhen 
half of the side ·which we see is bright, we call it the moon's 
first quarter ; during the next week her light- gradually 
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increases, until she appears in her full splendour; then 
during the following week she wanes; the fourth week 
still more, until at last she is dark, and we speak of new 
moon. 

It is here, from the new moon, that the message begins : 
\Ve have watched the first ray of her light widening into 
her first quarter; we have looked upon the calm bright
ness of the full n1oon ; we have seen her ,vane, and now . 
there is no trace left of that which; a week or two before, 
lent its silvery beauty to the gloon1 of night. 

Where is the moon ? Has she disappeared from the 
heavens? No; that could not be; her place has been 
ordained of the Creator, and could not be lost. But she is 
no longer bright, so that to us she is 'invisible; and here 
we may learn a lesson-not to judge of things only by our 
.sight : how limited, and indeed how faulty·, our thoughts 
would be if we were to recognize only the things which 
meet ·our own eyes! Some, from having their home fixed 
inland, have never seen the sea. Is there therefore no 
sea ? Others, poor · ones, Jiving in the dark heart of 
London, have been found who had never seen a primrose. 
Are there then no primr0ses? Many have never lookea 
upon the snow-capped 1nountains of distant lands; yet 
these high peaks are there, clad in their never-melting 
robes. And so, although for days the moon may be hid 
in darkness, that vvhich she sets forth abides in steadfast 
security 

·God has His o\vn though ts with regard to the moon and
as to everything which He has created: everything abides 
under the eye of Him to whom the night shineth as the 
day, however little we may see. 
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David,, in Psahn viii. tells us something of the thoughts 
\vith which he \Vas filled while contemplating the heavens : 
" When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars wµich Thou hast ordained, what 
is man that Thou art 1nindful of hin1?" If we look up to 
the heavens and consider the moon which has shone in 
undimned splendour for thousands of years-the stars 
innumerable-\vhat is man, compared- with such abiding 
beauty and order ? Man, even the most honoured, soon 
passes off the scene. "His breath goeth forth, he 
returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish " (Ps. cxlvi. 4). 

The most radiant beauty lasts but for a few years : the 
colour fades from the cheek, the eyes lose their lustre, 
the erect form is bowed. What an insignificant creature 
man appears in comparison with the shining orbs which 
grace the heavens; and yet God is mindful of man

God loves man. God, the great God who made heaven 
and earth, yet has in His heart .a special place for man. 
,¥ell might David be astonished, and well may we too 
consider this : Why does God give man a place so far 
greater than that of· the heavenly bodies? Man, as we 
see him on the earth, as we know ourselves, may represent 
weakness-nay, worse; sia, n1isery, degradation-in place 
of steadfast shining;, but on man God set His love. God, 
when He first formed man, breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and though man has so changed, Adam was 
but the figure of the Man in w horn God has found His 
delight; the Man of His eternal counsel. 

The lowly Jesus, the Man once down here " a Man of 
sorrows," is now crowned in heaven the Mari of glo.ry. 
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The question is answered in that One in whom man 1s 
brought back to God :-

Thou gav'st us, in eternal love, 
To Him to bring us home to Thee ; 
Suited to Thine own thought above, 
As sons like Him, with Him to be. 

David doubtless, when he considered the moon, saw her 
in her beauty, but it w?-s in the new moon, the moment 
whe� the first faint streak of light betokened her returning 
presence, that Israel was commanded to "blow up the 
trumpet," God was to be put in remembrance, the people 
were to · be aroused by the first gleam of returning light. 
Here we get the moon's message, her testimony to the 
steadfastness of God's promise to Abraham and his seed. 
Man may promise and may express sincere intention, but 
it can only be an intention, he cannot be certain that he 
will carry it out; but when God promises, it .is the expres
sion of His purpose, His fixed decree, nothing can possibly 
prevent the fulfilment of one single promise which God 
has made. Appearances may give a discouraging or 
contrary witness ; the moon ma.y be unseen by us, may 
not shed her light, but the source of her light is the same. 
Israel, the Jews, ma.y appear to have been disappointed 
of all the greatness and blessedness promised, but ,ve read 
in Jeremiah xxxi. 35 : " Thus saith the Lord, which 
giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of 
the moon and of the stars for a light by night ... !f 
those ordinances depart from before Me, saith the Lord, 
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a 
nation before Me for ever." Thns every returning moon 
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proclaims to the open ear of faith the steadfastness of 
God's purpose for Israel. 

What a pledge! the word of the Lord. What a witness! 
the moon in the heavens. But what do we see 0£ this. 
Are the Jews in power and prosperity ? No ; they are 
persecuted and hunted from place to place. Is Israel a 
nation before our eyes ? No ; they are sea ttered over the 
face of the earth. Peopl_e talk about the "lost tribes" ; 
they may be lost to our sight, but God sees every one of 
those ten tribes : they are ever before Him, like the moon. 
Little did Israel think, when they first blew up the trumpet 
in the feast of the new moon, that they would have, like 
her, to disappear from sight, and then be awakened by the 
mighty breath of the Spirit of God, to receive His gracious 
care and His abundant blessing. 

But the day for this is fast approaching, and thus the 
moon's message becomes of increasing interest. Will any 
one say : I am not a Jew, an Israelite ; this does not 
concern me? 

If you know anything of His love ·who " loved us and 
gave Himself for us," surely your heart \Vill awake with 
interest to hear of the ti1ne when His lament over Jerusale1n 
as He saw the city and wept, will be changed into joy as 
He joys over her with singing. Read Luke xix. 41. It 
speaks of a past event, but of an abiding feeling. \1/e are 
so feeble in mind, and that which we shed tears over to-day 
may be forgotten to-morrow, but Jesus is "the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever." He still longs after His 
earthly people. "When He was come near, He beheld the 
city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
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peace ! but 110\v they are hid fro1n thine eyes. '' Then 
read Zephaniah iii. r7, " The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty; He �ill save; He will rejoice over thee 
vvith joy; He ,vill rest in His love; He will joy over thee 
with singing." How this should interest us in looking 
forward to that day when the trumpet will again be blown 
in the feast of the new moon : the first glimmer of Israel's 
reappearance before a faithful Go.d. 

Before that time another trumpet will have been heard, 
and the Lord's " shout" as He descends from heaven to 
gather His own-all those " blessed " ones who " have 
not seen and yet have believed '' ; and here there is a touch 
of sole1nn interest for those who, having NOT SEEN have 
also NOT BELIEVED. Now is the tin1e when Christ, who 
suffered once for sin, waits ,vhile the message of pardon 
and acceptance goes forth. But '' \Vhen once the master 
of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye 
begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying 
Lord, Lord open unto us ; and he shall say unto you, 
I know you not whence ye are . . . he shall say, I tell you, 
I know you not \Vhence ye are ; depart from n1e " (Luke 
xiii. 25, 27). N O\V the word is Come ; " Knock, and it
shall be opened unto you." " Whosoever ,vill, let him
take of the water of life freely." " Come; for all things
are now ready. '' Jesus is glorified-the Spidt is given to
all then1 that believe. The " oil" in the lamps,. they
that are ready go in with Hin1, and then "the door ,vas
shut." Darkness will settle down upon the Christ
rejectors.

Then the time of Israel's darkness ,vill draw to a close. 
The Spirit of God will strive with them, the new. moon 
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\Vill, so to speak, send forth its first faint glimmer, the 
trumpet will'be blown, they will begin to awake. 

God loved Israel. He says (Isaiah xli. 8), " Thou, 
Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abra1n My friend." Again, in Hosea xi. I, we read, 
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him and called 
My son out of Egypt." 

With what tender pity-" like as a father pitieth his 
children '' -Jehovah looked upon those down-trodden 
slaves in Egypt l How He saw the affliction of His people, 
how He heard their cry ; and He came down to deliver. 
Moses desired to deliver his brethren, and he tried. But 
what can a man, even the best of n1en, do, except as 
supported by God ? Instead of delivering the people 
fron1 Pharaoh's grasp, he flees av.ray himself. 

\\Then God came down to deliver, Pharaoh might oppose, 
magicians might withstand, but the thing was DONE, .c!,nd 
done in a manner worthy of God. "He brought them 
forth also with silver and gold, and there was not one 
feeble person a1nong their tribes" (Ps. cv. 37). " He 
rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up: so he led 
them through the depths as through the ,vilderness" 
(Ps. cvi. g). 

Indeed, to tell how God cared for His people, I might 
transcribe a great part of the Old Testament scriptures, 
but I would suggest to everyone to study .these precious 
accounts of the ways of a faithful God ; they are " written 
for our admonition upon vvho1n the ends of the ,vorld are 
come" (r Cor. x. rr). God delighted in His people in the 
\vilderness. He says (Hosea ix. ro). '' I found Israel like 
grapes in the wilderness." Think vvhat refreshment, 
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amid dry thirsty sands, a bunch of ripe grapes \vould be ; 
and God uses this figure to speak to us of His pleasure in 
every bit of response vvhich ca1ne fron1 the heart of any 
among those hundreds in the desert. The faithfulness of 
l\1oses ; the self-sacrifice of Phinehas ; the courage and 
confidence of Caleb ;-all were grateful to the heart of God, 
and for the space of forty years he nursed them in the 
wilderness (Acts xiii. 18, see margin). 

" He spread a c:loud for a covering, and fire to give light 
in the night " . . . " He opened the rock, and the waters 
gushed out ; they ran in the dry places like a river '' 
(Ps. cv. 39, 41). " He led them on safely, so that they 
feared not . . . and He brought the1n to the border of His 
sanGtuary " (Ps. lxxviii. 53, 54). 

At last, through the dried-up river, the people \vere 
brought into the Pro1nised Land, the land flo,ving with 
1nilk and honey, the glory of all lands. Conquest after 
conquest secured their position until, at last, under the 
reign of Solon1on they n1ay have appeared to resemble 
the moon in her fulness. Solomon speaks of the moon 
as a figure of beauty-" Fair as the 1noon." But all this 
,vas only for a short tilne. " Solon1on in all his glory " 
·was not the true "Sun of Righteousness" ; he was but
a figur� of the victorious Christ in glory, the greater than
Solomon. Division C?,me in, terr tribes revolted, only
two were left to Rehoboam the son of Solo1non. Ho,v the
" moon " waned ! Idolatry, rebellion, 1nisery marked the
history. But the care of God did not wane. "All the
chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very n1uch,
after all the abominations of the heathen, and polluted
the house of the Lord which He had hallowed in Jerusalem.
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And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by His 
messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He 
had c-0mpassion on His people, and on His dwelling-place : 
but they mocked the messengers of God, and despised His 
·words, and 1nisused His prophets, until the wrath of the
Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy "
(2 Chron. xxxvi. r4-r6).

They were carried away, and for seventy years were 
slaves in Babylon. Many a bright ray of faithfulness to· 
God was still seen-a Daniel, or later on an Ezra-for God 
never let His people be quite extinguished, and after 
seventy years they were restored to the land. But there 
once more we read again the same story of declension, 
until when, some hundred years later, the promised 
Messiah was born, but a little handful were found looking 
for redemption in Israel-a remnant, maintainers of that 
faith in God which had characterized Abraham. 

Would the n1oon be restored to its brightness? Would 
Israel respond to the shining of Him who had come a 
Light into the world? No; we know the story. "He 
came to His own, and His own received Him not. At last, 
although they had heard the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth, though they had seen how 
He went about doing good, "they were instant with loud 
voices, requiring that He should be crucified." The light 
is banished, Israel is left in darkness, the wrath of God 
upon them. " He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." Still, 
when nailed to that cross, Jesus had prayed, "Father, 
forgive them, for they kno,v not ,vhat they do " ; and 
later -on Peter, in answer to that intercession of grace 



30 SEfillONS IN STONES 

says (Acts iii. 14), "Ye·denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you ; and 
killed the Prince of Life ,vhom God hath raised from the 
dead . . . and now brethren I wot that through ignorance 
ye did it, as did also your rulers ..... Repent ye, therefore, 
that your sins may be blotted out ... and he shall send 
Jesus which before "'·as preached unto you." 

No sin of man could extinguish the Light of the World. 
In heaven its glory shines ; the glory of God shines in the 
face of Jesus Christ. The little remnant of Israel came 
in for heavenly blessing, but the mass of the people refused 
the heavenly testimony from Peter, from Stephen, from 
Paul, and wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. 
They must await the moment of the new moon. 

Ho\v enduring is God's love, how steadfast His faith
fulness ! " I am the Lord, I change not ; there£ ore ye sons 
of Jacob are not consumed.'' 

The trumpet -will again sound forth in the feast of the 
new moon.- The· casting away of· them has been the 
reconciling of the world, but God is able to graft them in 
again. Blindness in part has happened to Israel, but 

" alf Israel shall be saved, as it is written. There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob " (Rom. xi. 26). 

Tribulation they will have; for God's ways in government 
are righteous. It will be" the time of Jacob's trouble, but 
he shall be saved out of it," for God's righteous chastenings 
do· but prepare for God's purposes 9f grace. God's Spirit 
will graciously cause exercise to the suffering remnant of 
the Jews ; it is the first giimmer of the returning moon, 
the real answer, at last, to that feast of the new moon in 
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which Israel was to blow up the trumpet. God will hear 
every sigh, every groan, will note every tear, will com
passionate every pain. The Jews suffer in a special way, 
being the two tribes, Judah and Benjamin, who remained 
in connection with Jerusalem after the ten tribes had 
departed; others from cimong other tribes were there, 
for instance the faithful Anna who belonged. to the tribe 
of Asher, but to the Jews belonged the special sin of having 
personally crucified the Lord, and it is they who pass 
through that terrible time spoken of in Matthew xxiv. 2r, 
as the Great Tribulation_. 

It is blessed for us that no sins can alienate the com
passions of God ; they " fail not " (Lam. iii .. 22). Whether 
it be Jew or Gentile, God compassionates all the misery 
which man brings upon himself by sin; the faintest 
desire towards God is of interest to Him. 

Terrible will be the persecution of all kinds which will 
come upon the Jews; they will fl�e in haste, and in the 
midst- of their sufferings the remnant-that is the godly 
of the nation-will recognize God's hand and will inquire, 
(as we read in Psalm lxxiv. and in many of the chapters 
of Isaiah), why God � deals with them. These Jews are 
conscious that they hate idolatry, the sin for which they 
had been carried captive into ·Babylon hundreds of years 
previously; they are conscious, too, that God acts- in 
righteousness; they are able in faith to expect the blessing 
God promised, although appearances are so against it, ana 
they cry continually, "IIow long? " as in Psalms vi., 
xxxv., lxxxix., xc., xciv. a.nd other passages. " God is 
not mocked," and in faithful love He must produce in 
every person who gets blessing

1 
whether Jew or Christian, 
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the broken and contrite heart which condemns itself and 
trusts Him. Idolatry was not the worst of Israel's sin, 
nor the chief cause of their suffering : by degrees the 
Spirit of God vvill show them their most terrible guilt, as 
well as their desperate folly in having rejected their 
lVIessiah, come in grace two thousand or more years before, 
and having put Him to a shameful death, and in Isaiah 
liii, we read their discovery of this and their confession. 
In Zechariah, too, the spirit of grace and supplication is 
poured upon them. We read of their mourning, but their 
mourning will be turned into joy. '' Weeping may endure 
for a night, but joy co1neth in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5). 
The "morning without clouds" dawns, the Lord appears 
for their deliverance, the Redeemer comes to Zion, and in 
Isaiah lx. we read, "Arise, shine, for thy light is come." 
The Sun of Righteousness arises, the moon shines, the 
so-called ''lost" tribes are soon seen in this bright light, 
the Lord gathers His elect from the four corners of the 
earth (l\1att. xxiv. 29, 31). It is the full answer, the moon 
shines in full splendour. The faithful witness in heaven 
now has her testimony confirmed on earth in the fulfilment 
of God's promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The 
whole earth now receives blessi;ng, "Sing, 0 ye heavens; 
for the Lord ha th done it : shout ye lowe� parts of the 
earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 
glorified Himself in Israel (Isa. xliv. 23). 

0 beauteous orb of silv'ry hue, 
So old, and yet so often ,_ new.' 
If we but listen to thy voice 
Our hearts may wonder and rejoice 



THE MOON'S MESSAGE 

For in thy smallest, darkest hour, 
Thy message is of faithful power: 
Thou art as great when lost to sight 
As when thy radiance shames the night ; 
A Faithful witness thou in heaven, 
Of promises to Israel given 
By God-th' unchanging God- ; · and soon 
Shall Israel, like the sunlit moon, 
Arise and, shining, bless the Earth; 
Night's weeping turned. to morning's mirth. 

33 
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CHAPTER III. 

JiVORDS FROM THE WELLS. 

A 
vVELL will present to every mind the thought of
refreshment-given of God, I might add, for no man 

can make or produce a well; it is the natural up-springing 
of a fountain of water hidden in the earth. A man may 
find it, n1ay dig down until he reaches the water, may build 
around a lining and wall �f bricks to preserve the opening ; 
man may also fill up the opening and choke the well, but 
the spring itself remains ever the same, no man can either 
produce or remove it. "He sendeth the springs into the 
valleys, which run among the hills" ; this we read in 
Psalm civ., which gives a beautiful description of God's 
ways in creation and preservation. 

Some springs appear on the surface of the_ earth ; they 
break out fron1 their source ; they run as streams, then as 
rivers among the hills and glades. Other springs remain 
hidden until found by the water seen ter, and these last 
form what we know as wells. 

In our English villages the well is a place known and 
noted of all. A1nong the hills, where moisture so soon 
runs off the surface, where sheep seek pasture and flocks 
are reared, wells are of great value, even in the moist and 
temperate climate of England; while in hot Eastern 
countries wells are still more highly prized. Genesis 
xxvi. r7-33 gives us an idea of the value set upon wells,
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the names given to them, the strife which they occasioned, 
and the care vvi th which they were protected. 

How the desert traveller longs to get sight of a well! 
How the patient camel quickens its steps as it begins to

scent the water! How refreshing to the weary Israelites 
,vas the sight, after Marah's bitterness, of the twelve wells 
of Elim. 

But long before Israel had trodden the desert, we may 
see a traveller, alone and sorro,vful, in the wilderness of 
Shur. Poor Hagar journeyed in haste through that desert; 
a slave, she had suffered much from the harshness of her 
mistress Sarah, until at last, resolved no longer to bear 
such treatment, she had fled away. Proud and angry, she 
took her cause into her own hands. But how could she 
deliver herself? What would become of her in the lone 
wilderness; who could provide for her there? Who was 
there to defend her from the dangers of the place ? Who 
could satisfy . the thirst that would sap her life ? In 
Hagar's unhappy condition we may see a picture of anyone 
who, impatient of control, takes a ,vay of his own : he 
reaches a wilderness-a barren, dreary place. He has 
possibly left some trials, but he has also left many mercies; 
he has freed himself from the rule which he disliked, but 
he has also removed himself from wholesome care. Are 
we ever like Hagar? We may not actually flee away, as 
did Hagar; we may not have left the parental roof or the 
post of duty, but, without doing this we may, in spirit, try 
to escape from duties which we are responsible to fulfil, 
regulations which we find irksome, even from that parental 
care and counsel \vhich seeks to throw, as·it were, a fence of 
protection around the youthful traveller on life's highway. 
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Even there the eye of God follows. Help is at hand. 
'' The angel of the Lord found Hagar by a fountain of 
water in the wilderness " (Gen. xvi. 7). 

A fountain of water !-what a contrast to the wilderness 
scene! And is there "a fountain," a well, in the way now 
of the poor straying sheep? Can we find a green path, a 
,vay of safety and pleasantness in contrast to the rough 
paths of self-will and self-defence ? Yes, " the way of 
transgressors is hard," but Wisdom offers her way : " Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." 
Hagar, in her distress, was found beside a well. There is 
a well in the barren desert ; the angel draws from her a 
confession of the cause of her trouble. Perhaps the answer 
is not quite what she had hoped ; the draught from this 
well may not have been quite to her taste ; the word was, 
"Return, and submit thyself." The way of submission, 
a return to what her proud heart rebelled against. Hagar 
may have had a struggle ; the straying sheep may not like 
to exchange false hopes for the very circumstances it has 
left, but the presence and the word have power·; the 
gracious interest in the poor rebellious wanderer is so 
soothing ; the well, unexpected in the desert, is so welcome. 
Hagar accepts the word and she gets the gain ; she enters 
upon Wisdom's way; she recognizes the One who lives 
and who sees her-Thou God seest me-a word to our 
hearts, for we all have, like Hagar, proud rebellious hearts, 
hearts which only love can subdue. It may be hard to 
submit to RULES, but is it hard to submit to LOVE? and 
what resource has the traveller if he turn away from love? 
Let us drink of the well Beer-lahai-roi, and pursue our 
way under the goodness which it offers. 
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Another point in the journey is seen in Genesis xxiv. The 
servant has undertaken a very important task: he has 
been sent by Abraham, his master, to find a wife suited 
to Isaac, the son and heir. There are many difficulties, 
but the servant in his dependence stands, like Hagar in her 
desolation, by a Well; he seeks help, guidance from that 
same.One who had met Hagar: the One who sees all hearts 
and who has all hearts in His hand, can turn them 
" whithersoever He will " (Prov. xxi. r) ; thus, by prayer 
the servant draws from the well of divine resource, and he 
is not disappointed.. Rebekah comes ; she answers to 
the desire of the seeker.' s heart, she gives him drink ; he is 
refreshed, and then she gives drink to the camels also. It 
was all according to his request; he wonders at her, he 
talks with her ; all is prosperous : '' Prayer moves the arm 
that moves the world." Where are the difficulties which 
before the start had presented themselves to the servant's 
mind ? '' Per:adven ture the woman will not be ,villing to 
follow me." But Rebekah is ready to say, "I will go," 
and the hearts of the parents are made favourable; the 
servant brings the chosen bride back to Isaac, and what 
rivers of refreshment flowed from this well of N ahor. 
" Isaac . . . took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and 
he loved her : and Isaac was comforted after his mother's 
death." 

Those ·waters froµi the well of Nahor still flow-the vvord 
to Abraham is fulfilled: " In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called" (Gen. xxi. 12). In Christ Risen, the One of whom 
Isaac was a type, the blessing of Abraham comes upon the 
Gentiles: the heavenly Servant, the Holy Spirit has been 
sent by the Father to seek a bride for the Lamb who 
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suffered here, and " they that are of faith are blessed" 
with faithful Abraha1n. 

"'\i\Then the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His 
Son." He is the answer to every well of refreshment, the 
One vvho alone could say, " He that believeth on Me shall 
never thirst," and He >vaits on every thirsty one. He 
"goes through" despised Samaria. A traveller <;omes 
along the road to Sychar's well, but another Traveller has 
reached the spot before her; He sits on the well," wearied 
with His journey." The woman of Samaria is not 
unintelligent, she recognizes in this Stranger a Jew; but 
that is all she perceives; nature's intelligence cannot show 
who sits on that well, but He will make Himself known. 
"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." 
The One who sits there, partaker in grace of human 
weariness, is the Son loved of the Father, into whose hands 
" the Father hath given all things." 

What a moment of• opportunity for this poor, needy 
vvoman. She stands in presence of the One who has "all 
things" in His hands. But the natural mind cannot even 
avail itself of heaven's opportunities. This woman of 
Samaria reasons from what she knows, and she thinks 
that this '' Jew '' vvill despise her ; natural reasoning 
cannot bring to any true conclusion as to divine realities. 
"God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved." 
He has not come to condemn, He has come as the Giver, and 
He must encourage the needy one and lead her on to 
desire the gift. He says, " Give Me to drink." In grace 
the very Crea tor of that well presents Himself as requesting 
a draught of vvater fro1n it. Thus she is given confidence 
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to speak to Him, and Jesus leads her on, makes an opening 
into her heart through touching her conscience. Jesus 
knows "all things that ever she did," and He does not 
despise her. He manifests His compassionate interest in 
her and invites her to ask of Him that which would for 
ever satisfy her heart-" The water that I shall give him" 
-the love of the .Father and the Son shed abroad by the
Spirit in the heart. A well of water given ; dwelling
withfn, springing up to everlasting life. No more thirsting, 
no more toiling along earth's dusty highway in search of
refreshment: "The water that I shall give him, shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
The water abides ever the same: the power of the Spirit
is ever the same: the life to which it springs up is ever
the same, but it is " whosoever DRINKETH of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst." Have you

"tasted that the Lord is gracious" ? Have you looked 
up to Him who is in glory and received the" living water;" 
the well within? His word, then, is "Drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, 0 beloved" (S. of Solomon v. 1), or in the 
words of Jude, " Ye beloved, building up yourselves on 
y9ur most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

The Spirit given from a glorified Christ, and given to 
all them that believe on Him, abides with us for ever. 
Why then should any thus provided ever thirst? Yet it 
may happen; alas! how often it does happen: the heart 
becomes barren, the spirit athirst ; we have not been 

" drinking," and then perhaps, to quench our thirst, to 
cheer our hearts, we have, like Hagar, taken our case into 



SERMONS IN STONES 

our o\vn hands ; we have sought to drink at other streams, 
but they can only increase our distress. If you have 
drunk of Samaria's well, you cannot find real refreshment 
from earth's poisoned streams, the world's literature, the 
world's religion, the world's pleasures. "Drink water� 
out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine 
own well" (Prov. v. 15). " Hear Me now, therefore, 0 
ye children, and depart not from the words of My mouth" 
(v. 7). Return to the well of Lahai-roi, retrace your steps, 
confide in the One who lives and sees, " humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
in du� time " (r Pet. v. 6). Is it hard thus to submit ? 
Was it hard in the first place to bow to the One '' Who 
gave Himself a ransom for all" ? What rest, what peace 
it gav�. Can it now be hard to bow to Him who "hath 
loved us and given Himself for us '' ? 

How that woman of Canaan (Matt. xv.) bowed when 
first she came to Jesus. She takes the place of the beggar, 
she waits the Lord's pleasure, she does not ·turn away in 
pride. At last she stoops to the place of the" dog" beneath 
the master's table, and she partakes of the overflowing 
bounty of that table. 

How David the king bowed when he uttered the words 
of Psalm Ii. And again, as " he ,vent up by the ascent of 
Olivet, and had his head covered and went barefoot." 

The scene of 2 Samuel xv. may well touch our hearts 
while it speaks in solemn tones to our conscience: "Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap " (Gal. vi. 7). 

David as a shepherd lad had vanquished Israel's mighty 
foe (r Sam. xvii.). A.s a fugitive he had refused to avenge 
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himself on Saul, but in the day of his prosperity he had 
given way to ease: "at the time when kings go forth to 
battle .... David tarried still at Jerusalem." Then he 
is ensnared, and the prophet Nathan is sent to speak the 
word (2 Sam.· xii. 9, ro) : "The sword shall .never depart 
from thy house." David had unrighteously murdered 
the innocent Uriah; later on he unrighteously receives the 
guilty Absalom, " The king kissed Absalom ; " and after 
this Absalom, who had been received into favour without 
repentance, stole the hearts of the men of Israel, until at 
last he is proclaimed king in Hebron. David has to flee 
from the royal city : " The king went forth, and all the 
people with him." "All the people wept." David wept 
as he went up Mount Olivet; he takes in meekness the 
cursing of the wicked Shimei; he waits God's time: "It 
may be," he says, "that the Lord will look on mine 
affliction." And he does not wait in vain: the humbled 
one is exalted,; the traitors are defeated; David is restored 
to love and honour. And here we may cast a passing 
glance into the "well " which protected the messengers of 
the rejected king, those who served his cause at the risk of 
their lives. 

The priests, Zadok and Abiathar, ,vho in love and 
loyalty followed David when he left Jerusalem, had been 
sent back by him, and their two sons, Ahimaaz and 
Jonathan, were with their fathers in the threatened city. 
The two young men were to be messengers, t9 carry news 
to the king of all that was devised against him: a very 
dangerous duty. They had to be in hiding, not daring to 
enter the city; so they remained at a place near, called 
En-rogel, until they had received the tidings which they were 
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to carry, and which were conveyed to them by a girl, who 
doubtless it was thought would not arouse the suspicion 
of the rebels. 

Notwithstanding all these precautions, a ·1ad observed 
what was going on, and informed Absalom: The young 
messengers had to flee in haste ; they were in imminent 
danger, surrounded by spies and enemies. But God, whose 
anointed king they served, had provided for them. A 
well is at hand-'' whither they went down.'' They had 
risked their lives, but they fou·nd the Well of Protection. 

Absalom's cause at that moment appeared to offer a 
brighter prospect; the young men might have hoped for 
honour and reward; they might have avoided the dangers 
and discomforts of the flight and the hiding-place. But 
Ahimaaz ai:id Jonathan were the worthy sons of faithful 
fathers, and, with them, they forego the hopes of the 
present hour to maintain the cause of an apparently 
rejected wanderer. Thus they are a pattern and an 
encouragement to all who would early choose "that 
good part ; " it "shall not," the Lord says, " be taken 
away." 

You may be young ; life, as people speak, opening 
before you : the tempter counts out before us all that we 
may lose : prospects in this world, opportunities for doing 
good ; and then, the dangers of the way ! The enemy and 
his messengers know nothing of that well in Bahurim, 
which means "Village of choice youths." 

Is it Loss to seek part with a rejected Christ? Is He 
only REJECTED ? Is the rebel to win ? Is God to be 
defeated? Is the end to be dishonour-or glory? 

" The Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the 
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holy angels \vith Him ; then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory" (Matt. xxv. 31). 

" We see Jesus ... crowned ,vith glory and honour" 
(Heb. ii. 9). Let us listen to the voice from the mount of 
glory : " There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands for My sake and the gospel's, but he shall receive an 
hundred-fold now, in this present time . . . and in the 
world to come eternal life " (Mark x. 29, 30). 

We get a draught of compensation from the well of 
Bahurim, and from Sychar's well the living water springs 
up into everlasting life: "The Son of Man shall come in 
His glory." Those who have lost their lives-Daniel, who 
faced the hungry lions in the den ; Shadra.ch, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who allowed themselves to be cast into 
the fiery furnace; Esther, who, to espouse the cause of 
God's people, could put her life in her hand and face the 
monarch, saying, " If I perish, I perish" ; Paul, who was 
" ready to be offered," and a glorious roll of later years,
ALL who have followed Christ a]ong the road of present 
loss, shall find present compensation and eternal gain. 

Let us not then fear the path of the testimony of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: on that road are the wells of refresh
ment, of encouragement, of protection. It may b� we 
shall be "hated of all men ... But there shall not an 
hair of your head perish." 

The wells so baffle the enemy that he diligently seeks to 
choke them. Through ,the years called "the dark ages/' 
Satan hid the Scriptures from most; now he darkens 
them by false interpretations. He seeks to disprove them 
by oppositions of science (how much science has no\v to 
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say in denial of the truth!), but it is ",science" falsely so 
called ; it is not knowledge, it is ignorance ; not light, but 
darkness. 

The Philistines, those enemies of God's people and 
servants of Goliath, 1nay " stop " the wells, but Isaac digs 
them again (Gen. xxvi. r8), and "Isaac's servants digged 
in the valley and found there a well of springing water

,
, 

(v. rg). The one who sees Jesus crowned with glory and 
honour is a digger of wells; passing through the valley of 
Baca [of weeping], he makes it a well. What a well did 
Paul and Silas make in the prison at Philippi;· how many 
a well has since been made within prison walls·! From the 
humblest to the greatest, we may drink ourselves and send 
forth refreshment to all around. 

The night is no,v far spent, 
The day is drawing nigh ; 
Soon ·will the morning break 
In radiance through the sky. 

- Oh, let the thought our spirits cheer,
The Lord Himself will soon appear.

Though men our hope deride, 
Nor will the truth believe, 
We in His word confide, 
And it can ne'er deceive : 

Soon all that grieves shall pass a·way, 
And saints shall see a glorious day. 

For us the Lord intends 
A bright abode on high, 
The place where sorrow ends, 
And nought is known but joy; 

With such a hope let us rejoice, 
We soon shall hear the Saviour's voice.-T. Kelly.
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SONG OF THE SPARROW. 

poETS have written in praise of the skylark; our 
evening songster, the. nightingale, has many 

listeners ; the linnet, bullfinch, and blackbird, too, have 
their admirers; but how fevv listen to or appreciate the 
song of the sparrow. 

The sparrow! that little brown bird often seen-dismal 
and dirty-picking at dust-heaps; no trimness about its 
plumage, such as we admire in our winter friend the robin; 
so ready to quarrel with its neighbours, so selfish, and so 
quick to snatch the nest of any other bird as soon as it is 
left unguarded ; and as for a song, could anyone call the 
sparrow's noisy chirp a song ? 

Still, the song of the sparrow, if rightly heard, surpasses 
the song of any of the birds so generally admired 

The keynote of its song is worthlessness ; the subject 
of its song is the F·a ther' s care ;-can any natural music 
equal this? 

We do not get many actual mentions of the sparrow in 
Scripture. It was one of the birds reckoned " clean," 
and therefore used among the Israelites for food; but 
the sparrow is not a rare bird, neither, according to what 
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travellers in Eastern countries relate, is its flesh much 
relished ; hence the force of the Lord's ,vords (l\tlatt. x. 
29-31), "Are not hvo sparrows sold for a farthing? and

·�
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HOUSE SPARROWS. 

The little sparrow on the 

housetop sings, 

E'en by its worthlessness, 

of heavenly things. 

one of them shall not fa 11 on the ground without your 
Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear ye not therefore ; ye are of more value than many 
sparrows," and (Luke xii. 6, 7) "Are not five sparrows sold for 
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two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God. 
But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 
not therefore; ye are of more value than many sparrows." 

The farthing referred to in these scriptures would be 
worth three of our farthings, and, as is so often done by 
street vendors now, a person purchasing two farthings or 
one-penny-halfpenny-worth, would get one sparrow extra 
thrown into the bargain. So little was the sparrow worth 
in itself, the one sparrow would not even be reckoned. But 
the Lord says, " even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered" ; how much more is every "sparrow" of our 
song numbered and valued. We may all take up the 
sparrow's note, worthless, but valued. 

What is a little child worth? Can it earn money? 
Can it give advice or help ? Yet how the babe is valued 
in the home by those who love it! 

Many such" sparrows" we may find among the histories 
of Scripture. See that pit in the wilderness. Joseph is 
there, worthless in the eyes of his brethren, a dreamer. 
They only want to get rid of him ; they get mean time a 
miserable profit out of him. But for the intercession of 
Reuben and Judah, the other brothers would have slain 
him without a passing regret, but when the company of 
Midianite merchants draws near, they sel� their brother 
for twenty pieces of silver. That was all the value set 
upon the lad by the merchants of Midian; but how valued, 
how cared for in the land of his slavery. What wondrous 
purposes depended on this worthless slave, helpless in 
himself; but "his master saw that the Lord was with him, 
and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper jn his 
hand" (Gen. xxxix. 3). 
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Joseph co1nes before us here as an exa1nple of the 
"blessed man" of Psahn i. His leaf did '"'not wither," 
the fear of God re1nained fresh in his soul: and "what
soever he doeth shall prosper." 

Yet soon the picture changes. Joseph finds himself 
in prison. Has the care of God forsaken him ? No ! 
there he finds mercy, "The Lord was with Joseph, and 
showed hin1. 1nercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison." Again, in these new circumstances, 

"The Lord was with him, and that which he did the Lord 
made it to prosper.'' 

A post of ease and honour in Potiphar' s house is too 
little for God's thoughts about Joseph : he must render 
testimony before Egypt's mighty king; he must 

"preserve a posterity in the earth;" he must" save many 
lives," and the lives of those very brethren who had 
wantonly meditated his destruction. He must be the first 
in the rich land of Egypt, second to none but Pharaoh. 
Every proud knee must bo\v before him. How the 
" sparrow," the worthless qne, is valued ! 

And all that he suffers as thus the subject of God's 
purpose is taken note of ; the Spirit of God records of 
Joseph eight hundred years later (Ps. cv. 18), "Whose 
feet they hurt with fetters; he was laid in iron." God 
sees not only the value of the " sparrow," He sees, He 
feels all the sufferings which assail us by the way in which 
He sees it needful to lead us for the accomplishment of 
His purpose concerning us:-

He sees, He ·knows, He cares, 
Nothing this truth can dim. 

Of what value was that babe in the river Nile to the 
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haughty king of Egypt and his court? Moses might lie 
in his cradle of bulrushes and perish, all would have gone 
on the same, he would not have been missed; but God 
"calleth those things that be not, as though they were." 
God saw in the outcast babe the chosen deliverer of His 
people, the lawgiver of Israel, king in J eshurun, the 
servant faithful in all His house, with whom He would 
speak " face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend " 
(Exod. xxxiii. II). 

The Father's care could not in that day be recognized, 
for the Father's name could be declared by none except 
the Son-" The only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him." But the heart of 
God was ever the same, though unannounced, and Divine 
solicitude was over every needy one. 

Moses was rescued from the river's brink, and the royal 
court which was against him became his home. He was 
rescued from the snares of his idolatrous surroundings, 
he was preserved during forty years tuition in the back
side of the desert; he was supported in testimony against 
Pharaoh, until at last he leads the people in triumph through 
the Red Sea ; he was called up into the mount, that 
Mount Sinai from which issued "thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud, ... and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 
loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled . 
. . . And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, 
and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God 
answered him by a voice. And the Lord came down 
upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the Lord 
called Moses up to the top of the mount ; and 1\1:oses went 
up" (Exod. xix. I6-20), 

4 
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When Miriam and Aaron lifted themselves up against 
Mo�es, he took it in meekness-a true " sparrow" ; but 
"the Lord spake suddenly ... and the Lord came down 
in the pillar of the cloud " to judge the cause of this 
" meek " one. 

What a valued" sparrow" was the infant Joash, hidden 
for six years in the house of the Lord, brought out at last 
to occupy the throne of David. 

Abijah, too, taken no account of in his father's house, 
but seen by God and plucked as a brand from the burning, 
away from the judgment which fell upon the idolatrous 
house of Jeroboam. 

Many such despised-ones we might find, too,- among t.4e 
captives in Babylon; but on the eve of the captivity let 
us look at Jeremiah. Young, timid, but set as an "iron 
pillar and brazen walls against the whole land ; against 
the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, and against 
the people of the land." But he has the same portion and 
protection as the youthful slave, Joseph-" I am with 
thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." 

How sweetly Jeremiah pleads with the people in the 
name of the Lord. The first "cry" is not about their sin 
and unfaithfulness, but about the Lord's unchanging 
remembrances of love. "I remember thee, the kindness 
of thy you th, the love of thine espousals, ·when thou wentest 
after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown " 
(J er. ii. 2). 

Then the prophet is sent to search Jerusalem for any 
who seek the Lord : not one such could be overlooked, 
however insignificant in the eyes of the rebellious· princes 
who sought to brave the just judgment of God. 
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What pleadings are heard (chaps. ii. , iii., iv.). What 
invitations given. What tears are shed (chap. ix.). 
What supplications offered, what signs sent. But 
Jeremiah " sat alone" (chap. xv. rg). He is despised; 
they say ( chap. xviii. r8), " Let us not give heed to any 
of his words." Yet he had to utter the judgments of 
Jehovah, until _they say (chap. xxvi. 8), "Thou shalt 
sqrely die" But what is man's "SURELY" worth? The 
priests and the prophets say in vain, "This man is worthy 
to die." They would not listen either to warnings or to 
gracious messages. At last Jeremiah's words are to be 
written -in a book. 

Baruch, who wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah, reads 
" in the book the words of Jeremiah, in the house of the 
Lord . . . in the ears of all the people. '' The princes 
hear of this, and they send for Baruch. " And they said 
unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears" (chap. 
xxxvi. r5-r9). At last the matter comes to the ears· of
King Jehoiakim, son of Josiah. He sits at ease in his
winter hous�, before the fire, surrounded by his courtiers,
and one of them, J ehudi, reads, but only three or four
leaves, and then Jehoiakim dares, in defiance, to cut the
book with his penknife and to cast it into the fire.

So hardened were these royal princes and ministers by 
" the deceitfulness of sin," that after witnessing this 
terrible act, "they were not afraid, nor rent their garments." 
But even there there were three who made intercession 
to the king that he would not burn the roll. This was an 
act of great courage on the part of Elnathan, Delaiah and 
Gemariah, for kings at that time were despots, and 
Jehoiakim might have ordered them that moment to be 
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put to death. But these faithful ones were not lost in 
the cro,vd of evil-doers or sycophants; their names are 
recorded. Jehoiakim was perhaps too angry with 
Jeremiah and Baruch to take notice of the three courtiers. 
He sent officers to seize the two witnesses, "but ·the Lord 
hid them." 

Man's hiding is vain before the searching of the Lord. 
Ahab in vain" disguised himself," he is slain in the battle 
(r Ki1;1gs xxii.). Jeroboam's wife in vain disguises herself, 
she is recognized by God's prophet. In vain does any 
person disguise himself. " I the Lord search the heart." 
Likewise man's searching is vain before the hiding of the 
Lord. The king might command that Jeremiah and 
Baruch should be taken, but the Lord hides them and 
preserves them in peace to re-write all that had been in 
the burnt roll, "and there were added unto them many 
like words.'' 

After this work is accomplished, Jeremiah goes in and 
out among the people; he pleads with Zedekiah, who had 
succeeded to the throne, for the impious J ep.oiakim had 
died under the judgment of God. The prophet is cast 
into a dungeon, where he sinks in deep mire. What a place 
of misery and degradation ! but he says, " I called upon 
Thy name, 0 Lord, out of the low dungeon. Thou hast 
heard my voice; hide not Thine ear at my breathing, at 
my cry. Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon 
Thee: thou saidst, Fear not" (Lam. iii.). The Lord heard 
his afflicted one, and Ebed-melech is sent by Zedekiah to 
rescue him from that horrible place, and at last, when the 
king, afraid to trust God or to submit to His; word, is taken 
by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, and carried away, 
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sightless �nd in chains, the victorious king is made to give 
special instructions to hi� captain, Nebuzar-adan, for the 
welfare of the despised J ere1niah, " Take him and look 
well to him, and do him no hann ; but do unto him even 
as he shall say unto thee" (Jer. xxxix. r2). 

How many of these "sparrows," of little account in the 
world, are yet under the Father's Eye to-day! In places 
of danger and difficulty, apparently lost in the crowd, or 
alone and unnoticed, yet covered with His feathers and 
trusting in the shadow of His wings (Ps. xci. 4). 

How 1nany there have been since first the Lord spoke 
of the sparrows, and of those who are" of more value than 
many sparrows." A long and heart-stirring list. The 
early Christians who were driven from their homes, some 
of them from stately homes of wealth, and forced to live 
crowded together in the most unhealthy environs of Rome. 
In �later years others, of England, France and Germany, 
who gave up home and ease, anc;]. vvandeted_again like those 
mentioned in Hebrews xi., " of whom the world was not 
worthy." Pastors who, to serve the flock, spent their 
lives in dens and caves of the earth; young men, scarcely 
beyond boyhood, or in the very prime 'of life, laying down 
their lives with cheerfulness; even young girls consenting 
to be immured for life in gloomy prisons rather than deny 
the faith. And how Martin Luther himself reminds us 
of the sparrow when, having left his home in search of 
truth, he maintained himself by singing in the streets. 
How little then his appearance denoted the man who would 
shake all Europe by his bold utterances, and chase away 
the darkness of ages. 

But you may say, "I am no martyr, I am not a prophet, 
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or a preacher ; I see1n to have no special place or ,vork. 
Can I be valued as ,verc thdse great 1nen Joseph, I\1oses, 
Jeremiah?" Yes; your prison 111ay be a sick roo1n (and 
how n1any a '' sparrow '' sings there amid pain and 
loneliness) of the Father's care; or you n1ay seem to spend 
all your life in obscure toil ; or yours may be the s�mple 
round of daily duty and submission,-yet you are entitled 
to take up " the song of the sparrovv." 

Do you love God ? The youngest, the \veakest, the 
poorest a111ong those " \vho love God " is " called according 
to His purpose." All the universe is made to contribute 
to their welfare. Their value is beyond man's estin1ation, 
their destiny beyond n1an's conception-" All things vvork 
together for good to them that love God, to them \vho are 
the called according to I-fis purpose. For vvho111 He did 
foreknow, 1-Ie also did predestina t� to be conf onned to the 
i1nage of His Son, that I-Ie n1ight be the first-born a1nong 
1nany brethren" (Ron1. viii. 28, 29). 

I'm only a sparrow, 
Not lovely, not rare, 
And yet I'm an object 
Of Infinite care : 
Though most may despise me 
And wish me away, 
My chirp without 111usic 
I-las something' to say: 
A word of deep comfort 
Through dark clays and long, 
"Worthless, but valued "
This is 'n1y song. 

I-low groat are tho inorcies 
Of Infinite care I 
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Yet greater the blessing 

The " valued ones ., share : 
As linked with the One 
In acceptance above, 
Our portion for ever 
Is-Infinite Love. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE RAVEN'S VOICE. 

WITH his glossy black plumage, the raven is a hand-
some bird, strong and cunning, too, and so a 

formidable enemy to lesser birds ; but he is rare in this 
country. Altogether he is not like the sparrow, an emblem 
of worthlessness, but rather brings to our minds hunger 
and need, or we might almost say, greediness and rapacity, 
a readiness to snatch what he requires; he will rob nests 
of eggs or young, and with his keen eye ,vill note the bait 
set for an unwary bird, and will swoop down upon it, devour
ing the bait, while too clever to allow himself to be caught 
in the snare. 

Ravens make little provision for themselves, as we read 
in Luke xii., they neither sow nor reap, nor gather into 
barns, yet are fed ; and thus they read us their lesson of 
the bountiful care of God. These wait all upon Thee; 
that thou givest them they gather. Thou openest Thy 
hand, they are filled with good. He giveth to the beast 
his food, and to the young ravens which cry. 

The Lord said (Luke xii. 24), " Consider the ravens : 
for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have store
house nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more 
are ye better than the fowls ? " And " how much more " 
will God, how " much more " does God, " how much more " 
did God, in all times provide for His people. 
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Where could we find a greater assemblage of need and 
helplessness than the children of Israel, encamped in the 
sandy desert. Could God provide bread ? Could He 
spread a table in the ,vilderness? There was no promise 
fron1 the sandy soil ; the hard rock yielded no food ; but 
there " man did eat angel's food, he sent them meat to 
the full." " God rained bread from heaven." The glory 
of the Lord appeared. 

Perhaps someone may say, How pitiable was Israel's 
case ! What could be expected but that they should 
murmur when hungry in the midst of barrenness ? Well, 
murmuring is the resource of the flesh ; how well we all 
know it! but God has presented another resource-" Let 
your requests be made known." In great grace He did 
not wait for this in that desert place; He, unasked, took 
the care of His needy ones in hand, according to His 
glory as a bountiful Giver. " At even quails came up and 
covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round 
about the host. And when the de,v that lay was gone up, 
behold, upon t_he face of the wilderness there l�y a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground" 
(Exod. xx. 14). The people had only to stoop and gather 
the food which God's hand had scattered around them; 
year after year this ·was provided, through all those forty 
years of wandering, for the manna only '' ceased on the 
morrow after they had ea ten of the old corn of the land," 
when the desert was past. 

In this day we are not, everyone will be ready to say, 
fed by a miracle as \vas Israel in the_ desert : this, in a

sense is true; still we are for our sustenance now wholly 
dependent on providential intervention. Withdraw the 
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shining sun, vvithold the fertilizing dew, the rain, the frost, 
the snow in its season, and vvhat becomes of the crops 
whic4 have been co1n1nitted to the earth for nurture? We 
are told that certain chemical compounds hid in the soil, 
nourish the grain dropped there, and so cause it to spring 
up an hundred-fold : in like manner roots, trees, and all 
plants derive their nourishn1ent from the earth. But 
who scattered these suited che1nicals? Who gave them 
the force of nourish1nent? and who gave to the grains 
and roots the readiness to assimilate, and in wonderful 
n1ystery to take up-each grain or root for itself-just 
that property in the earth needed for the exact repro
duction of each? 

Will a wheat grain by any chance produce turnips, or 
acorns apple trees? Surely we may see in all this divine, 
if not miraculous power and wisdom. Let us bo\<v and 
say with Elihu: "God is greater than 1nan." How Job 
learned his nothingness when the Lord passed His creatoriai 
rights and power in all their majesty before him! 

This power and 1na j esty are not exerted to crush us : 
it is s�eet to see it coming into activity to meet ·m�n's 
necessity : whose but the Crea tor's power could, on the 
lonely mountain, have fed the five thousand hungry 
listeners, when " the day was far spent"? Man leans 
J;eadily on his fellow-man, but what was the measure of 
the disciples, whether in compassion or po\<ver? They 
look upon the fami.shed multitude and say-'' Send them 
aw9-y : " " this is a desert place." Every place is a desert, 
without God: there is no desert where Jesus is: abundance 
comes from His heart and hand; the vvhole multitude did 
eat and were filled. 
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vVhat n1ultitudes eat now, day by day, from the 
bountiful hand of Hin1 vvho "giveth to all 1nen liberally,;; 
but all is so quietly ordered that we do not realize it to 
be a wonder. If two or three hundred persons are gathered 
together for a meal, we may observe more what an under
taking it is; what preparations have had to be made, what 
buying, what making of bread, butter, cakes, what huge 
fires and urns of tea ; yet every day these same hundreds 
get their evening repast without any apparently unusual 
stir. The children come in groups from school, but at 
their own doors they separate irt twos or threes, and. on 
their mother's table the bread and butter waits; the 
father has toiled in the _strength God has given him, and 
patient labour has been blessed with prosperity. 

Circumstances give no true vievv, either as to want or 
supply. What a gloomy outlook was before Samaria as 
the days of its siege went on. All aro_und the city the 
hosts of Syria prevented either the. bringing in of provisions 
or any going forth for help : \vithin the city there ,vas a 
great fa1nine, sore distress, and in the heart of the king 
and others neither repentance nor faith, but bitter rebellion ; 
extreme moral degradation among the sufferers, as the 
dreadful account, given in I Kings vi. 25-29. vvill show: 
the awful prediction of Deut. xxviii. 53 ,vas fulfilled; the 
barn floor was bare, the wine-press empty, and alas! the 
heart of the king filled with murderous revenge. In his 
despair he could not revenge hiinself upon the God to

whom he would not bow, but he will revenge himself 
upon God's prophet. 

In the midst of this dark, dreary picture, behold a scene 
of rest and light : the prophet Elisha sits in his house ; 
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he knows the 1nurderous intents of the wretched king, 
but he kno\vs, n1oreover the gracious intents of a com
passionate God, and " the counsel of the Lord, that shall 
stand ; '' the prophet is not to be slain by a revengeful 
hand, and the unhappy people of Samaria left' to die of 
lingering starvation; these were not God's thoughts, guilty 
though the people were. Elisha is to live, and to be in 
grace a proclaimer of blessing to the needy. What a 
word greets the king's ear : '' Hear ye the word of the 
Lord; thus saith the Lord, To-morrow about this time 
shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two 
measures of barley for a shekel in the gate of Samaria" 
(r I{ings vii. r). What a cheering prospect : all that the 
starving people needed was at hand; only a few more 
hours of suffering, and plenty would take the place of 
hunger. Can it be true ? The king leans on the hand of 
a lord, no doubt a great man who appeared to be his friend, 
but" Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 

I 

flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. 
For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cometh." The king .and his counsellor look 
around; have the ranks of the enemy broken? have any 
of the tents been removed? has any secret store been 
discovered in the famished city? This lord, this sagacious 
politician, this man of research and keen observation, is 
not going to be deceived by a message having no apparently 
reasonable foundation. He is not going to be made a fool 
of; he will show hiinself superior. Like many a so-called 
wise man of the present clay, he n1ocks at the word. 

" Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
see1neth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, 
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that he may be vvise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is ,vritten, He taketh the 
wise in their own craftiness " (r Cor. iii. 18, 19). 

Boldly this unbeliever exposes, as he thinks, the foJly 
of the message : " If the Lord would n1ake windows in 
heaven, might this thing be." Ah! to-day this great man 
1nay seem wise, but to-morro\v co1nes and his thoughts 
have "perished," his wisdom has vanished, and his folly is 
manifest, and he himself has received the portion of those 
\vho despise God's word-'' .Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish" (Acts xiii. 41). 

Where is the wise ? Who is the " fool ? " Is it Elisha, 
or is it this keen-sighted nobleman? 

God vvorks mighty works by the. \Veakest and least 
likely instruments; there was no man of valour in 
Samaria who could break through the hosts of Syria, but 
at the gate were four leprous men : their desperate need 
drives them to action, and tp.ey reach the scene of God's 
bountiful provision. And here let us ask which of us has 
ever reached God's bounty except as the ans\ver to our 
desperate need ? 

These lepers have no hope in then1selves or in· their 
surroundings, and so they con1e to divinely prepared 
plenty. " They rose up in the twilight, to go unto the 
camp of the Syrians : and when they were come to the 
uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold there was no 
man there. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians 
to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the 
noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, 
the king of Israel ha th hired against us the kings of the 
Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
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Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left 
their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the 
camp as it was, and fled for their life. And when these 
lepers ca1ne to the uttermost part of the camp, they went 
into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence 
silver and gold and raiment, and went and hid it ; and 
came again, and entered into another tent, and carried 
thence also and went and hid it. Then they said one to 
another, We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings 
and we hold our peace . . . so they came and called unto 
the porter of the city .. . . and he called the porters ; and 
they told it to the king's house within '' ( 2 Kings vii. 5-9, 
IO, II). 

The l.,ord had gone before them ; the enemy had fled 
before Hill].. But the unhappy king cannot " see when 
good cometh." Rebellion and trust are things far apart: 
the king still fears evil where only good awaits him, but 
all good depends on God, not on m·an's faith or on man's 
unbelief. The prophet's word is fulfilled, he, the man of 
God, is the wise, the keen-sighted one, and " a measure of 
fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord.'' 

God . announces blessing in the Risen Ch1ist ; let us 
rely on Him and receive the good of His provision. The 
same word fulfilled in blessing to the needy was also 
fulfilled in judgment upon the one who was " too wise " 
to receive the message. '' Write the vision and inake it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For 
t�e vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it 
shall speak and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry" (Hab. 'ii. 2, 3). 
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But, in another time of famine the raven's voice is heard 
yet more directly; let us look at the, prophet who pre
ceded Elisha. Down in a deep valley not far from the 
Jordan runs the brook Cherith, and there Elijah was 
sent to hide from the revengeful Ahab ; the valley was 
dark, surrounded by overhanging precipices, hundreds of 
feet in height. Shaded thus from the scorching rays of 
the eastern sun, the brook Cherith still held water when 
brooks and streams. on every side were dried up by reason 
of God's judgment, which ·withheld rain and even dew 
from the idolatrous land. 

Ravens are now seldom seen in England, but in that 
land of Elijah they still hover over the brook by the side 
of which he sat. Ravens, so voracious, so ravenous, that 
they will even take for themselves the morsels which other 
parent birds so readily bring to their young,-ravens were 
the messengers commanded by God to bring supp lies for 
the prophet. What a sight for the hungry prophet, and 
what a sight for angels, morning and evening these birds 
of prey bringing bread and flesh, and feeding the man of 
God; they \vho would not even so far deny themselves as 
to feed their own offspring, so that the "young ones cry 
unto God, they wander for lack of meat" (Job xxxviii. 41), 
these birds yield the supplies ,vhich they have obtained 
to Elijah. 

And here we may catch another note from the raven's 
voice-not-only God's care in providing food by miraculous 
means, but the mighty power of the Creator over all the 
creatures of His hand, impelling them to act in a manner 
contrary to their instincts. I do not say their natural

instincts, although now- it may appear as though it were 
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natural to beasts and birds to prey upon one another, and 
even to attack man, but when cc God saw every thing that 
.he had made, and behold it was very good" (Gen. i. 3r), 
He doubtless made every living thing to contribute the 
one to the other, and all to the benefit of man, who was 
set in -dominion over all. Thus there was a scene of har
n1ony and happiness. The present condition of the animal 
creation is unnatural, and consequent on the fall of man. 
When the Son of Man, He ,vho once cc for your sake� 
became poor," is seen according to Ps. viii., all creatures 
will return, under His dominion, to the order of blessing 
for ,vhich God created them: "They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all My holy mountain" (Isa. xi. 9). Meantime, 
like a ray of light through parting clouds, we occasionally 
see the intervening of G9d's power over all created things. 

Daniel "believed in his God,"' and believed not in vain; 
the hungry lions might roar and lash their tails in ravenous 
expectation, but when the man of faith came within their 
reach, God had sent His angel, and their mouths were 
shut: through all the night the man of simple faith and 
prayer abides unhurt in the midst of these strong beasts, 
who were purposely shut up in dens without resource, in 
order that they might be ready at any moment to spring 
upon the victims of the king's wrath whenever he should 
order a criminal to be thrown, like a dainty morsel, into 
their jaws. 

Who shut the mouth, too, of that other lion who was 
seen standing passive by the side of the ass whom he would 
so willingly have torn in pieces, and by the side of the 
disobedient prophet whom he had slain and had not 
devoured? Men passed by, some hours elapsed, but 
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still, when the prophet who had deceived his friend came 
out from the city, in consequence of the terrible tidings 
which he had received, the lion was still standing, " The 
lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass." The 
death of this prophet ·was to be marked as no accident, 
resulting from an unexpected encounter with a hungry 
lion, but as the direct intervention of God in judgment
" a lion met hin1 by tbe way and slew him " (I l{ings 
xiii. 24). 

How touching and how striking, too, is the picture 
presented to us in those cows-or " kine," as tl).e word 
stands in the old-fashioned English of our Bibles. The 
ark of God, irreverently taken from its tent at Shiloh and 
brought into the camp where Israe] had been smitten by 
the Philistines, this ark where God had set His glory, had 
been taken captive. The Israelites who had departed 
from God, in their terror sought defence from the outward 
sign of His presence and protection; but what avails an 
outward sign if that which it indicates has lost its power 
in the heart? Of what avail is it to bow the knee or to 
bow the head at the Name of Jesus, if the heart does not 
bow before Him? God cannot support unreality. 

He had '' made his own people to go forth like sheep, 
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And he 
led them on safely so that they feared not; but the sea 
overwhelmed their enemies .... He cast out the heathen 
also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, 
and made the children of Israel to dwell in their tents. 
Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God ... 
they provoked him to anger with their high places, and 
moved him to jealousy with their graven images . . . so 

5 
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that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which 
he placed among men; and delivered his strength, into 
captivity, and his glory into the enemy's hand" (Ps. 
lxxviii. 52-61).

But the glory of the Lord, which ,vas the strength and
safety of His people, was destruction to the Philistines. 
The hand of the Lord was heavy upon them .... they 
said, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us 
... they carried the ark of the God of Israel" to Gath, 
and "the hand of the Lord was against -the city \vith a 
very great destruction ... therefore they sent the ark 
of God to Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark of God 
came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, They 
have brought about the ark of the God of Israel to us, to

slay us and our people" (r Sam. v. 6-ro). 
1'hen at last they agreed to decide by a sign, whether all 

the distress under which they lay was really from the hand 
of God, or whether it was a chance that happened to 
them. God must now show the reality of His majesty in 
not allowing these idolaters to trifle with that ark which 
was connected with His Name. :rhe ark was placed upon 
a new cart ; two milch kine were attached to it ; these 
cows had their calves taken from them, and then were 
left free to draw the cart in whatever direction they 
pleased. They lowed as they went: the poor creatures, 
with that strong maternal instinct known to anyone who 
has watched a milch cow when its calf is taken from it, 
longed to turn and go after their young ones, but a power 
greater than natural instinct was upon them, and in all 
their distress they yet drew the cart away from the place 
to which they longed to go, and went steadily on, away 
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from their calves, to the borders of Bethshemesh, a city 
belonging to the tribe of Judah. Thus the creatures were 
made to announce to the Philistines the displeasure of 
Israel's God. In mercy or in judgment, God is sovereign. 

More Jikely to rob than to feed, 
Were ravens which live upon prey; 
But when the Lord's people have need, 
His goodness can find out a 'Yay. 
He lions and _ravens can tame, 
All creatures obey His command, 
And they who believe in His Name, 
May leave all their cares in His hand.-J. Newton.
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CHAPTER VI. 

WINDS AND STORMS. 

T
HE wind often address�s us in a boisterous manner:

how it will roar through the chimney, how it rushes 
over the plain, how it will sigh and moan in the tops of 
the trees, and then, suddenly gathering force, will thunder 
through the forest, bowing stately trunks and cracking 
off dry and withered branches. And when it sweeps over 
the sea the waves rise like watery mountains, tossing the 
ships toward heaven, then again, as suddenly, almost 
engulfing them in their foaming depths. 

Sometimes several winds meet, one blowing from the 
north, one fron1 the south or east, and, opposing one another, 
produce a furious whir] of air which we recognize as a 
hurricane: such occurrences are frequent in the West 
Indies and other neighbouring countries. But the wind 
is not always furious; it may fan the leaves with a gentle 
breeze, or it may come with sudden and passing force, a 
blast or gust, which sailing boats dread almost more than 
a steadier though longer continued tern pest. Often the 
wind is accompanied by rain, hail, or snow, a storm of all 
kinds-" The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in 
the storm " (N ah. i. 3). The wind is sometimes very 
welcome; travellers by sea in the tropics tell us with what 
longing they watch, on the decks of their vessels, for the 
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first gleam of the rising sun, for they know that with it a 
cool 'breeze will spring up-that '' rustling breeze so fresh 
and gay, ·which danceth forth at opening day." And 
even if not ahvays welcome, wind is very necessary: it 
fans and cleanses the atmosphere, driving off noxious 
vapours, drying the earth after heavy rain, blo,ving away 
refuse, clearing off withered leaves from the trees, so that 
we are no longer shaded from the warm th of the sun so 
welcome in the cold days of winter, and by this clearance, 
too, the branches are left free to store up sap, and to catch 
those rays of warmth which, as spring advances, will help 
them to swell with buds and leaves : the fallen leaves 
also nourish the earth, for in God's creation nothing is 
useless and nothing is wasted. 

The strength of the wind has occasionally, even in 
Englanq., l;)een known to rise to hurricane fury, causing 
floodings of great rivers, such as the Thames and the 
Severn : on one occasion especially, numbers were drowned, 
thousands of trees were torn up by the roots, and a light
house which had been built in too light a manner to stand 
against such a blast \vas carried away as though it had been 
a child's toy. 

Still, amid all this uproar nothing is left wholly to the 
will of th� elements-God has '' g_a thered the wind in his 
fists, has bound the waters in a garn1ent" (Prov. xxx. 4). 
"He stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east \vind" 
(Isa. xxvii. 8). '' He commandeth and raise th the stormy 
wind " (Ps. cvii. 25). " Fire and hail, snow and vapours, 
stormy wind fulfilling his word " (Ps. cxlviii. 8). 

How terribly was the " word of the Lord " fulfilled by 
that storm of deluge which swept the earth more than 
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four thousand years ago. God spoke-" The end of all 
flesh is co111e before me; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth " (Gen. vi. 13). " �he world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished" (2 Peter iii. 6). 

There was a pause-men ate and drank, they went on 
wit}). their lives as usual, unmindful of the judgment 
announced, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
but on that day the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, the floodgates of heaven were opened, rain 
poured ceaselessly down upon the earth for forty days and 
forty nights; rivers left their banks, seas their bounds, 
the waters increased, they prevailed exceedingly until every 
high hill was covered, there was no place of safety, the 
mountains were submerged, the world became a vast 
ocean bearing upon its bosom one solitary object, the ark
which housed those" eight persons-

,, 
who were the subjects 

of God's favour towards Noah; it rose, buoyed upvvard 
and onward above the waters. No living creature was 
to be seen; all men, all beasts, and cattle, all flesh was 
covered, either by the waters of death or by the sheltering 
ark. 

God cannot looki upon sinful flesh ; all must be covered 
from His holy Eye. But the Man Christ Jesus "gave 
himself a ransom for all " ; thus, free grace, the message 
of pardon and accepta_nce in the One Who has risen out 
from ainong the dead, goes out to all, but the flood of wrath 
will come as in the days of Noah. 

People do not like to realize that God's power in 
judgment once swept men and all living creatures from off 
the face of the earth, and that that same power will again, 
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as predicted in 2 Peter iii., manifest itself in the destruction 
of this world by fire : scoffers, " professing themselves to 
be wise," deny this, as Peter forewarns us. Many regard 
the account of the flood as too far off in remote ages to 
now call for belief. Perhaps, if you were to take your 
Bible and open it at the sixth -chapter of Genesis, it would 
surprise you to reflect that that small portion of the sacred 
book represents the record of nearly two thousand years, 
or one half of the time between the creation of the world 
and the birth of Christ. But whatever " scoffers ". may 
say, let· us give heed to God's word-'' The heavens and 
the earth which are now, by the same word are kept in 
store, reserved unto fire until the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise . . .. but is longsuffering to 
usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the :which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burned up" (z Peter iii. 7-ro). 

Meantime grace reigns: we are invited to bow to the 
Coming One. " God hath not appointed us to vvrath, but 
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died 
for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live 
together with him " (r Thess. v. 9). " Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry, and ye perish from the way . . . Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in him" (Ps. ii. rz). 

Let us be of the company of those who, "according to 
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his promise, look for ne,v heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." 

Righteousness was turned out of the world in the person 
of the first righteous man, Abel, and since then many 
hundreds have, in like manner, been hurried off the scene: 
no wonder, for the Righteous One, the One Who loved 
righteousness .and hated lawlessness, has been cast out; 
but we look for Him, and say from our hearts:-

" Lord Jesus, come, 
And take Thy rightful place; 

As Son of Man, of all the theme, 
Con1c, Lord, to reign o'er all supreme. 

Lord Jesus, come." 

Storms of judgment have been, but winds of mercy too; 
judgment and mercy have to mingle in this fallen world, 
which once proceeding, good and beautiful from the hand 
of its Creator, has been usurped by Satan. Love cannot 
allo\v sin and misery ahva ys to defile the earth and to 
oppress God's creatures; judgment must come in as the 
handmaid and herald of Love's victory ; would a father 
show love if, in weak leniency, he permitted the lawless 
rabble from streets and prisons to invade the home of his 
children? No; the love which kept the children would 
deny admittance to such disturbers of the peace. And 
must God's world be for ever a prey to the devastating 
usurpation of God's enemy? Far be the thought: the 
God Who in love has, through redemption, made a 
righteous way for eternal salvation, also righteously con
demns to eternal perdition those who persist in lawlessness, 
\vho will not bow to that Saviour, the "Man" Whom 
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God has raised from the dead and by Whom He " will 
judge the world in righteousness." " He must reign till 
he ha th put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death." 

The Father has put all things under the dominion of the 
Son : '' In his days shall the righteous flourish '' (Ps. 
lxxii. 7). " He is able . . . to subdue all things unto
himself

,, 
(Phil. iii. 21). Judgment may, and indeed will, 

herald His coming, as we read in 2 Thess. ii. 7, but, after 
that, the blessed influence of His grace will subdue the 
hearts of those who enjoy His reign of righteousness for 
rooo years. The proud kings of Tarshish, of Sheba, and 
Seba shall offer gifts to Him, as did those great men of 
the east when He lay a babe in Bethlehem. The flower 
of the field, the pride of man, will have been cut down, 
" like grass which grovveth up. In the morning it 
flourisheth and groweth up ; in the evening it is cut dovvn 
and withereth." 

The tall grass may be shorn, but" He shall come down 
like rain upon the mown grass " (Ps. lxxii. 6). ': He shall 
be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth, even a 
morning without clouds " (2 Sam. xxiii. 4). " And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all" (r Cor. xv. 28). 

Then will come the eternal day, that "new heavens and 
new earth" for which we look. 

Meantime, many a storm from God has intervened on 
behalf of His own : what a terrible storm was that which 
visited Egypt in the day of Pharaoh's opposition and 
Israel's bondage-" The Lord sent thunder and hail, and 
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the fire ran along upon the ground." God had warned the 
Egyptians of this coming storm, had ordained the way 
of escape. " He that feared the word of the Lord 
a1nong the servants of Pharaoh, made his servants and his 
cattle flee' into the houses·: and he that regarded not 
the word of the Lord left his servants and his .cattle in the 
field." How many admonitions of mercy God sent then, 
and how 1nany He sends now, in this day of His final 
longsuffering ! 

What a mingling of mercy and judgment was that 
"strong east ·wind" which caused the Red Sea to go back 
and 1nade it dry land while the people passed over; but 
again as regards the enemies of God's people, "Thou 
didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they 
sank as lead in the mighty waters" (Ex. xv. ro). 

Later on, in the day of Samuel, the intercessor for God's 
failing people, when. the Philistines drew near to battle, 
as Samuel was offering up the sucking lamb for a burnt 
offering, the Lord thundered with a great thunder upon 
the Philistines, and discomfited them, and they were 
smitten before Israel. 

Samuel marks this by setting up a stone and calling it 
Ebenezer, a name full of comfort and praise, which has 
found its echo in many a distressed heart from that day 
to this. "The Philistines were subdued." Every one 
must be subdued, either like a Philistine, by the thunders 
of judgment, or like Paul, by droppings of grace from· the 
glory of heaven. "As I live, saith the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me and every tongue shall confess to God" 
(Rom. xiv. rr). 

Notwithstanding the deliverance which God had thus 
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accomplished for Israel, they yet desired to have a king 
vvho could be seen, and thus to be " like all the nations." 
Sa1nuel pleads with them, rehearsing in their ears the 
1nany ways in which God had come in for their help; at 
last he calls for a sign to convince, if it were possible, their 
self-willed hearts. But how 1nan loves, we may say how 
we naturally love, to lean upon that which we can see, 
rather than on that "Holy Saviour, Frieµd unseen, Who 
on His Arm has bid us lean.'' 

It was the time of wheat harvest, and in a country 
where seasons, weather, and temperature were of fixed 
recurrence, not subject to rapid changes as in England: 
thus Prov. xxvi. r speaks of " snow in summer and rain 
in harvest" as something out of course, unseemly; the 
storm was in this case a token of the intervention of the 
Lord, breaking in upon the natural course of things. 
"Sa1nuel called unto the Lord; and the Lord sent 
thunder and rain that day : and all the people greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel" (r Sam. xii. r8). 

But God has higher thoughts for His people than earthly 
deliverances and earthly prosperity : He sometimes 
wrecks our hopes, and it is the highest expression of His 
care for us. We may b� going on in a way that is not 
good, or we might, in continued ease, become forgetful of 
heavenly things, or we may be enticed, as was Jehoshaphat, 
to enter upon some scheme simply to enrich ourselves 
with this world's goods : perhaps we have not noticed, or 
have forgotten, the word of warning (r Tim. vi. 9). They 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts." This is spoken actually 
of money, and very likely the reader may not be of an age 
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to expect to gain much money : during all the early years 
of our lives we generally cost a great deal more than we 
gain ; but the desire to advance ourselves is a snare of the 
same character, and we do well to heed this warning, 
whatever the number of our years may be. 

You may, perhaps, say-1\1.ust I not be diligent? Must 
I not seek to attain the highest point, in education or 
otherwise, for which 1ny circumstances afford an opening ? 
It is certainly right to make the best of the abilities which 
God has given, and to make the best use of all the advan
tages which a bountiful providence puts within our reach, 
but in doing this what end have we in view ? Is it the will 
of God, or is it self-advancement ? Do we take up this 
schen1e, or that, in the fear of God, or in the spirit of 
emulation? 

Sometimes what presents itself as an advantage proves, 
when examined in the fear of God, to be only a loss: "for 
what shall it profit a: man if be gain thg whole world and 
lose his own soul? " Money or honour may glitter on one 
side of the picture, but look at the other side which the 
light of the Scripture exhibits-" destruction and perdi
tion," "pierced through with many sorrows." Let us 
call to mind the man ·who laid up " treasure for himself " 
and was "not rich to,vard God." Let us compare this 
picture with those who " rich in faith are heirs of the 
kingdom which he hath promised to those who love him" 
(James ii. 5). 

Moses " made the best " of his providential advantages 
by giving them up, " esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." We may 
appear to lose, but let us not forget thaJ promise ·which 
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many \vho have suffered loss for Christ's sake have abun
dantly proved-" I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be 1ny sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. r7, 18). 

Solo1non had n1ade a navy of ships in Ezion-geber. 
Hiran1, who had been " a lover of David," and v.rhose 
position, as king of Tyre, a famous mercantile port on the 
shores of the 1\1:editerranean, gave him experience in 
navigation, this Hiram sent his shipmen, who had know
ledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon. On that 
occasion God permitted that the expedition should prosper: 
the reign of Solomon was the time when God was pleased 
to set forth His favour in the glory and prosperity and 
riches of Israel. '' King Solomon exceeded all the kings 
of the earth for riches and for wisdom." The ships brought 
back an enormous amount of gold. 

In Jehoshaphat's day things were different; the nation 
of Israel was divided, the glory had declined ; it was not 
a time for the king who ruled over the small portion left 
to enrich himself with gold of Ophir: he had, as it was, 
riches and honour in abundance. The ships were made 
with the help of Ahaziah, king of Israel, were no doubt 
launched in gallant style, but they went not: on the shores 
of the Red Sea, where God had once intervened on behalf 
of His people, He again intervened to save Jehoshaphat 
from this design to enrich himself : stormy wind no doubt 
here did God's ,vill ; the ships were ·broken at Ezion-geber. 

Jehoshaphat, it appears, bowed to God's discipline, 
for he refused further help from Ahaziah, who, perhaps, 
seeing no"further than ,vhat people term " second causes," 
thought that the breaking of the s];l.ips might be traced 
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to lack of skilful seamanship, and he says," Let my servants 
go with thy servants" in the ships, but Jehoshaphat would 
not. No doubt the admonition which he had, on a former 
occasion, received from the prophet Jehu, returned to his 
mind, "Shouldest thou help the ungodly and love them 
that hate the Loi::d," and he would not renew the expedition 
in affinity with Ahaziah, the sbn of the wicked Ahab. 

\Ve read of another storm sent in discipline to a servant 
of God. The Lord's word came to Jonah, telling him 
to announce to Nineveh impending judgment: but Jonah 
does not wish to carry the message; he has learned some
thing of the compassions of Jehovah, and he fears lest, 
after he has announced judgment, mercy should be extended 
to the Ninevites, if they should hearken to his word and 
repent. He ·wants to preserve his own reputation, his 
reputation as a true prophet, so he flees away to the sea 
coast, to Joppa. A ship was just setting sail for Tarshish, 
a very fortunate circumstance : there will be no delay : 
Jonah pays his fare and goes down into the ship : he will 
soon be at Tarshish. BuT-How wonderful are God's 
Buts-" Who shall say and it cometh to pass, when the 
Lord commandeth it not ? '' Jonah never reached 
Tarshish. " The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, 
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the 
ship was like to be broken." All the seamen were 
affrighted and astonished: Jonah was the troubler; they 
knew it not; they cry in vain to their gods, of course in 
vain, for their gods were but silver and gold, the work of 
men's hands, and having eyes saw not, and ears heard not; 
at last the s.ailors arouse Jonah, who was fast asleep, and 
direct him to call upon his God. 
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Jonah was, no doubt, very unwilling to do this, for he 
had even told these heathen mariners that he was fleeing 
from his God, and they, in their ignorance, appear to have 
thought it quite possible for the1n to assist the runaway, 
by carrying him in their ship tq a distant shore. They 
must learn God's majesty, and that He is not to be put on 
a par with idols. The lot is cast, and, of course, it falls 
upon Jonah, and the prophet then appears to return in 
some measure to the vvay of faith and uprightness from 
which he had swerved, for he acknowledges God to be the 
l\1aker of the sea as of the dry land, and He directs the 
mariners to cast him out into the midst of the tempestuous 
waves: it was an act of courage and submission. The 
sailors pity the prophet; it is a sorry moment for a man of 
God, when he has to be an object of compassion to un
believers: "they rowed hard to bring the ship to land, 
but they could not." The storm ,vhich God had raised 
must do God's work, and Jonah, who desired to flee from 
the presence of God, is now cast out into the boiling waters, 
no hope but God. 

How untiring God's mercy and how boundless His 
resources. He has prepared a great fish to swallow up 
Jonah, and there Jonah has to cry to the Lord. He now 
laments being cast out ·of God's sight; he has- learnt a 
lesson-" They that observe lying vanities forsake their 
own mercies." His cry is heard, Jonah is released from 
his humiliating prison, he is again on dry land. He 
rejoices in mercy for himself, and he utters God's message 
in Nineveh, but it is just as he had feared. He knew that 
God was " a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil." What 
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would have become of Jonah himself, had God not been 
gracious, slow to anger ; ready to turn and answer the 
cry of distress from the offender ? 

But before Jonah could fully learn his lesson, God had 
yet to prepare a gourd, a worm, and "a vehement east 
wind " which, as the hot east vvind of those countries does, 
so increased the fierceness of the sun's rays that Jonah 
fainted, having lost the temporary shelter with which 
God's goodness had provided him. God, in answer to his 
com plain ts, sets forth the selfishness of Jonah's heart and 
the co1npassions of His own heart, and we hear no more 
of the prophet. 

Another storm, and in that same Great Sea, or Mediter
ranean Sea, having also for its central figure a servant of 
the Lord, comes before us in Acts xxvii., but with very 
different features. Again a tempestuous wind arises ; 
the seamen are in despair; the destruction of the ship, 
with loss of life to all on board, appears imminent, but 
the man of God comes, as did Jonah, to the rescue ; only 
this time all are saved, not by the casting out, but in virtue 
of the presence of Paul : he confesses the name of his God, 
"whose I am and whom I serve," and all \vho sail with 
Paul have been given to him. 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties, at last " they 
escaped all safe to land." "For the counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand." "For he commandeth and raiseth 
the stormy wind which lifteth up the waves thereof. . . . . 
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are 
still " (Ps. cvii. 25, 29). 

What a storm, and what a cahn, are brought before us on 
that day when, on the Lake of Galilee, Jesus arose and 

6 
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rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, " Peace, be still." 
All these storms are past, but I cannot close ,vithout 
drawing your attention to a storm yet to come. The Lord 
speaks in l\1att. vii. 25 of the coming storm-" The rain 
descended and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded 
upon a rock" : the house, the hope, the expectation had 
solid foundation ; the wise man ha·d built upon a rock : 
he did not make the rock, but he built upon it ; he had not 
heard with careless assent; he had acted upon the com
munication from heaven, it had affected his life ; his hope 
was secure, it could stand the storm. "A man shall be 
as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert fro1n the 
tempest" (Isa. xxxii. 2). "Christ Jesus" Who "came into 
the \vorld to save sinners.'' 

The thund'ring storm, with rushing speed, 
Sweeps over hill and vale ; 

The mighty oak, the shivering reed, 
Before its touch must quail. 
Then to the storm responds the calm 

Which only storms can bring, 
And quiet, like a soothing balm, 

Drops down on everything. 

* * * * 

The fiercest storm that ever fell, 
Fell, 0 my �ord, on Thee. 

No words of mine could ever tell 
What Thou didst bear for me. 

But to that storm a peace divine 
Responds, in righteousness, 

And glory can unhindered shine, 
The uni verse to bless. 

*



CHAPTER VII. 

FLOWING RIVERS. 

A 
RIVER ·\\'ill bring to every mind the thought of an

abundance of running water. Standing or stagnant 
water would be a pool, not a river; it would suggest death, 
not life; the most remarkable stagnant pool in the world 
is called the Dead Sea. Death pervades its waters. 
characterizes its shores, exhales in noisome vapours from 
its surf ace ; but the flowing river speaks in more encour
aging tones: it speaks to us of life, of abundance: almost 
the firs:t object presented to our notice in Scripture is a 
river. 

The Earth had been . formed by God's creative hand, 
and eastward in Eden the Lord God planted a garden ; 
it was a treasury where all that was good and pleasant 
grew out of the earth, and there were treasures_ hid within 
the earth too. 

If a man obtains treasure-diamonds, pearls, or other 
jewels, money, valuables of any kind, what is his first 
thought? A lock and key, a safe, a bank, a place of 
enclosed security : this shows the state of things, a con
dition in which society is not pervaded by love to one's 
neighbour, not only on the side of the rich one but equally 
on the side of his poorer neighbour, for while loving one's 
neigh bo1:1r as oneself might lead to giving or sharing, loving 
one's neighbour as oneself would likewise prevent from 
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coveting and stealing: in these conditions, places of safety 
are needful. 

A garden or pleasure ground now planted for the enjoy
ment of the owner, is immediately safe-guarded by walls, 
pallisades, fences, locked gates. How differently the 
scene of Genesis ii. opens before us. "And the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made 
the Lord God to grow every tree ·tha t is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of knovvledge of good and evil. 
And a river \Vent out of Eden to water the garden; and 
from thence it was parted and became into four heads." 

Immediately on the planting of this garden of pleasure 
(for Eden means pleasure), a river comes into view; first 
its waters refresh the garden, " and from thence it was 
parted and became into four heads." Why four? This 
abundance of refreshment must flow in every direction
north, south, ·east, and west : the good things of God's 
garden must be carried forth to the surrounding Earth, no 
part must be left out. Such is God's heart. He calls 
man to partake of His abundance. "How exceUent is 
thy lovingkindness, 0 ·. God-! therefore the chilaren of 
men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. They 
sha}l be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house ; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasures." What a gospel message this river of 
Eden proclaims; man was to be God's guest. But man 
in Eden hearkened not to these good tidings ; instead of 
partaking of pleasure from God's hand, he took from the 
hand of the usurper the very fruit which God had forbidden, 
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and now the 1nan of Eden cannot drink of Eden's river : a 
new river has to be brought into view : the River Jordan. 
Jordan is more frequently 111entioned in Scripture than 
any other river. Jordan speaks of death. This may 
see1n to be rather a contradiction, for the flowing rivers 
have been presented as speaking of life: both statements 
are true, although, on the surface (as 1nay often be found 
in Scripture), apparently contradictory. Jordan speaks 
of death, but death as the way to life. Man, in dis
obedience, snatched for himse]f that which God had pro
posed to give him ; and now pleasure, life, n1ust be reached 
through death. 

God's rights are in question. 
What ! Has God got rights ? Must His rights be 

established ? 
So fallen is man that this question arises in his mind, 

and he tries in every way to find· pleasure for himself in 
defiance of the claims of God. But this cannot be; God's 
1\1:ajesty, God's Right'eousness, must be 1naintained. The 
whole universe depends on what God is. 

A wheel, t�ough so siinple an object, may serve as an 
illustration. It is round, a circle, and its movement depends 
on the centre piece, the axle : spokes reach from the cir
cumference to the centre, and we have learnt that a circle 
is that in which every part of the circumference is at an 
equal distance from the centre ; thus every spoke of the 
wheel must, in order to reach the axle, be of equar length, 
but supposing one spoke were, by some accident, to be 
short of the right measure, what is to be done? Shall we 
move the axle in order to reach the faulty spoke? The 
whole wheel would fall to pieces. The faulty spoke must 
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be rejected. Thus, " All have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God." And is God, the Centre of the universe, 
the Maker and Upholder of all things, to move from His 
centre of glory and majesty and accommodate Himself to 
the short-coming of man? Could this be, the whole 
universe would fall into ruin. The faulty spoke, the 
Adam man, must be rejected. The Man of God's counsel, 
Who did all His will, appears, the " daysman " for whom 
Job longed; the One. Who could lay His hand upon both, 
the glory of God and the short-coming of the sinner. In 
Him is reconciliation. "We were reconciled to God by 
the death of His Son," and " the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea." 

God's glory, what God is, has been vindicated, His 
righteousness manifested in the Cross of Christ, and God 
has taken up His rights in mercy. 

No act of power could e'er atone, 
No wonder-working word 

Could, from the brightness of the throne, 
Make love's sweet voice be heard. 

If sinners ever were , to know 
The depths of love divine, 

All Calvary's weakness and its woe, 
Blest Saviour, must be Thine. 

God's righteousness is there proclaimed, 
. His mercy's depths are known, 

While to the full Thou hast maintained 
The glory of the throne. 

God now is glorified in Thee, 
In Thee, His only Son; 

His hand, His house, His heart are free, 
Because Thy work is done. 
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God's original thought must be reached; man must be 
brought to drink of the river of His pleasures, and brought 
in righteousness to eternal joy, but now it must be through 
death: there is no man of innocence who without ques
tion can enjoy what God is pleased to impart. Every 
man now is like N aaman the Syrian, a leper, in type a 
sinner-" Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sip. 
did my mother conceive me" (Ps. li. 5). Naaman does 
not appear to have been, as ,ve speak, a very wicked man, 
a gross sinner. He was a great man with his master; he 
was honourable, or gracious, and a man of valour, who 
had brought victory and glory to his king; but underneath, 
how much evil may be hidden in a person possessing 
these qualifications. What is it that brings out what 
N aaman really is ? It is the prophet's direction-" Go, 
wash in Jordan." What tests 1nen now? It is the cross 
of Christ. N aaman, on hearing of Jordan,. turned and 
went away in a rage. He, who had come with his horses 
and his chariots, in all the pomp befitting his rank, and 
with all the commendation ,vhich the king's favour could 
bestow, is he to be sent away from the prophet's door 
without even an interview; is he to be indebted to waters 
of Israel? He turned and went away in a rage: and we 
need not search the annals of antiquity to find his like. 
How _many will, in this day, seek the flattering '' 1ivers of 
Damascus,"· that which suits their thoughts, while they 
turn away from the siinple message of free grace ,vhich 
makes nothing of man, his goodness or his greatness, but 
which sets forth acceptance and life in Christ: these 
followers of Naaman cannot stoop to be of the number of 
those who have nothing, but it was, in our Lord's parable 
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in Luke vii. 42, "·T¥hen they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave then1 both." 

You 111ust stoop to the river of Jordan : ,vorthy of 
nothing but death and judgn1ent. 

If you are ever to be righteous-and none but the righteous 
can partake of the river of God's pleasure-if you are to be 
righteous, justified, it must be in God's ,vay. "For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God, being 
justified freely by his grace through the reden1ption that 
is in Christ Jesus: \vhom God hath set forth, a propitiation 
through faith in his blood to declare his righteousness 
. . . that he n1ight be just and the justifier of hhn which 
believeth in Jesus." "To him that vvorketh not, but 
believeth on hi1n that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness." No boasting, no proud 
e}rpecta tions. 

Naaman listens to his servants;· he was disposed not 
to hearken to God's prophet, but he hun1bles himself, and 
the \;vork is wrought in,vardly ; he hun1bles himself like a 
little child, he obeys, he washes, and the effect appears 
outwardly, "his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a 
little child." ,¥hat efficacy there is in God's ,vay. 

The ,vorld has its rivers: Egypt gloried in its Nile; the 
land of Egypt did not receive rain from heaven, as did 
other lands. It depended on the Nile and the overflow 
of its waters to fertilize the ground, and the Nile's ,vaters 
were very fertilizing, so that the country flourished under 
its beneficent influence. But with all this prosperity the 
Icing of Egypt envied and feared the generation of God's 
people, and the river \vhich was life to the Egyptians was 
to terminate the increase of the hated nation. 
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Thus the ene1ny of the people of God \vould now, with 
Egypt's vvaters, destroy the new generation, "they that 
hear the \vord of God and keep it" (Luke xi. 28). What 
alluring Viraters ; constant variety, pleasures, prosperity ; 
and n1any an one is by his circu1nstances placed, as was 
lV[oses, on the very brink of these waters of destruction, 
in business relations, in educational associations, by 
family links. Are the people of God to be engulfed in 
the ·world's river? No, the little child was safe, though on 
the very brink ; the dependent one, the obedient one, is 
preserved in his daily pathway; and he is no loser, although 
the \vorld 111ay pity and conde1nn his folly, or that of his 
parents who keep him fro1n the things in which worldlings 
find their delight. 

The n1other of Moses daubed the little bulrush ark 
\vi th slime and pitch to keep out the waters of destruction. 
This lining, doubtless, spoiled the appearance of the cradle 
\vhich affection had prepared, for slime and pitch are 
unsightly things, but nothing else would have sufficed to

preserve the child fro1n the threatening waters. 
How n1uch Moses owed to the faith of his parents. 

The mother appears, in Exodus ii. , as the acting one, but 
in the line of faith given in Hebrews xL, both parents are 
n1entioned; the mother's activities were the carrying out 
in detail of the father's though ts ; and now, how much 
the children of godly 'parents owe or have owed to the 
faith and care of those who, at expense to themselves, seek 
to keep the young ones from the "pleasures of sin which 
are but for a season." The reader must understand that 
" the pleasures of sin" are not necessarily what we call 
sinful, but simply that these pleasures have their�sphere 
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and origin in this scene, a scene of sin because it is a scene 
ruled by the prince of this world, Christ, the rightful heir, 
having been cast out. How every loyal heart should 
shrink frorr1 partaking of these pleasures ! 

Art thou weaned from Egypt's pleasures, 
God in secret thee shall keep : 

There unfold His hidden treasures, 
There His love's exhaust�ess deep. 

The "little child," preserved from the river of Egypt, 
finds himself in the wilderness, the place where God is his 
only resource; what a river is there enjoyed! God's 
love. No scarcity. When the Israelites thirsted in the 
desert, "He opened the rock and the waters gushed out, 
they ran in the dry places like a river." What a beautiful 
sight this must have been ! And if we have ever tasted of 
the river of God's love, we feel that no pleasures can be 
so sweet or so strengthening as those which, in company 
\vith the people of God, we enjoy even in the desert. Yet, 
notwithstanding this enjoyment, failure soon comes in if 
we do not '' with purpose of- heart cleave to the Lord ''
" abide in Him ; " and the traveller who has escaped 
Egypt's drowning flood may be found ensnared in Babylon, 
a place of more religious profession and of more ,veil-doing 
apparently than Egypt. The hatred against the new 
generation is more masked, but it is equally bitter and 
equally dangerous. "Rivers of Babylon" yield but 
sorrowful remembrance of lost joys, and we can but weep 
in such circumstances ; but it is well to weep and to , 
remember Zion, the place of blessing and grace : we cannot 
sing the Lord's song in a strange land ; yet even there ,ve 
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may take courage ; the enemy who has succeeded in 
alluring us av,ay from the desert rivers of God's provision 
seeks then to discourage us, to prevent us in our low 
condition from turning back to God, but God sees the 
weeping, the longing remembrances, He is the God of all 
encouragement. Let us turn and commit ourselves to His 
hand of mercy. 

The people of Israel were for their idolatry and unfaith
fulness carried away captive to Babylon, and ren1ained 
there, by God's decree, for seventy years. But God had 
not forgotten them, and He caused His servant Cyrus, 
king of Persia, who at the end of the seventy years was in 
possession of Babylon, to issue a decree, in the first year 
of his reign, that the captives should be liberated and 
should return to build God's house in Jerusalem. 

Cyrus issued the decree, but all was according to God;s 
purpose and pleasure: Jehovah had said of Cyrus, "He 
is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, even 
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to the temple, 
Thy foundation shall be laid." To this end Cyrus was 
made victorious over Babylon. " I will go before thee," 
says Jehovah, "and make the crooked places .straight; 
I will break: in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iroh : and I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by name, 
am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, and 
Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name." 
"I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct 
all his ways ; he shall build my city, and he shall shall let 
go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of 
hosts.'' 
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It is beautiful and encouraging to see how God still 
claims the captives as His captives; their sin and misery 
made no alteration in God's faithfulness and mercy : God 
had spoken by Isaiah the prophet, and in due time Ezra 
records, " The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king 
of Persia, that he made � proclamation throu�hout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus, Iring of Persia. The Lord God_ of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged 1ne to build him an house at J erusale1n, which is 
in Judah. Who is there among you .of all his people ? 
His God be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem which 
is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, 
(he is the God) which is in Jerusalem" (Ezra i. I-3). 
The people responded, and the travelling company is 
numbered at the outset, for God takes pleasure in His 
people, whether one or a com·pany : none too insignificant 
or too isolated to be valued by Him; none too n1any for 
His watchful care. Under this the people set out, and, at 
last, we see them gathered together · " as on� man to 
Jerusalem." God's city is the place for God's people. 

Later on others were encouraged to depart from Babylon 
and its rivers ; they assembled at the river of Ahava ; 
difficulties confront them; the surrounding country was 
infested by lawless and. wandering tribes, who made their 
boast of robbery and lived by plunder. The people of God 
had then, as always, many enemies, servants of the great 
enemy Satan, and besides this they carried much treasure ; 
precious things given of God, which had been entrusted to 
their care. God en trusts His precious things to the care 
of His desert travellers: Paul speaks of being "put in 
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trust with the gospel " (r Thess. ii. 4). And in Luke xvi. II,

\ve read of those vvho have "the true riches" committed 
to their trust. 

The returning captives carried with them a mass of 
silver and gold, as \veil as vessels of gold and of silver, 
destined for use in the temple of God which was to be 
rebuilt. How could this vast treasure be safely borne by 
these unprotected travellers through the lonely plains and 
among the wild hills where the watchful robbers lurked ? 
Even in this more civilized day, travellers in those wilds 
have to be protected by a military escort. Should Ezra, 
the leader of God's people, ask soldiers and horsemen of 
the king of Babylon ? No ; the honour of his God was at 
stake. He says, " I was ashamed to require of the king 
a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the 
enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good that 
seek him; but his power and his wrath is against all them 
that forsake him. So we fasted and besought our God for 
this: and he was intreated of us" (Ezra viii. 22, 23). 

Ezra gathers the people by the side of the river Ahava 
and proclaims a fast, a time when, instead of going on 
with natural enjoyments and natural claims as usual, all 
was left aside while they spent the time in crying to God 
for help and direction-" He was intreated of us," says 
Ezra. Doubtless this faithful man received the assurance 
of God's protection for the dangerous journey, and in this 
confidence the gold, silver, and other precious things are 
weighed and given intd the care of the priests. Such 
confidence was not in vain : " We departed from the 
river of Ahava on the· twelfth day of the first month, to 
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go unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God was upon 
us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and 
of such as lay in wait by the way." 

And after they have spent three days in Jerusalem, they 
weigh the treasure again, and find that all has arrived in 
safety. This brings to 1nind a precious verse in John's 
second epistle, verse 2, " For the truth's sake, which 
dwelleth in us and shall be with us for ever." God will 
preserve His own truth-as to that there is no question, 
we have nothing to fear; but the question for us is, Are 
we of the number of. those vvho are willing to identify 
ourselves with the precious truth, the testimony of our 
Lord, carrying it, so to speak, uncorrupted, through the 
enemy's land, at the risk even of our lives ? 

Ezra and the priests were not anxious only about them
selves, their little ones, and their substance ; the chief 
care was for the holy treasure. When they felt the danger 
and besought God's help, they were beside a flowing river 
-God's abundant power and goodness. Everyone m�y
have part in carrying the treasure ; it is carried by those
whose hearts have learnt its value, and who esteem it
beyond all the treasures of Egypt or the glitter of
Babylon.

Rivers flow from the hearts of. those who thus prize and 
carry God's treasures: the Queen of Sheba, who had 
heard the fame of Solomon, journeyed to make acquaintance 
with him; she carried back treasures of Israel to her 
land, and we are entitled to think that the river thus 
started never dried up, for more than seven hundred years 
later its waters appear in the eunuch of Candace, queen 
of Ethiopia, who sat in his chariot reading Esaias the 
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prophet, that beautiful fifty-third chapter, which we so 
well know, but which caused this man to wonder of whom 
the prophet could have spoken. Who could this be? 
Where could such an one be found, who, rejected of men,

yet bore man's burden, and, despised of men, was the 
Chosen of God, in Whose hand, and in Whose alone, God's 
pleasure, His gracious will could prosper, could be set 
free in righteousness to bring forth all the fruits with 
which God would glorify Himself and enrich man. Philip, 
in answer to the eunuch's enquiry, preached unto him 
Jesus, that "Name divinely sweet." 

God's rivers have ever flowed, notwithstanding all man's 
and Sa tan's opposition : we see the rivers at the very 
opening of man's story in Gen. ii., and, at the end in Rev. 
xxii., " A pure river of water _of life." There the waters are 
seen coming, not out of the Garden, but from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb : the effect of the rule of Christ 
will be Life ; the love of God will pervade the scene. 
Ezekiel saw this river in prospect: "waters issued out 
from under the threshold of the house," and everything 
where the rivers come shall live; even the Dead Sea, that 
hope] ess stagnant water, shall be healed. But we do not 
wait in barrenness for that day: the waters already flow 
to every thirsty soul. 

We see, even in the natural scenery of that region of 
death, a picture of this in a river well known to travellers; 
a river of life already flows through that otherwise gloo1ny 
part, and along its course it leaves verdure and fruitfulness. 

The river of life and love, God's river, is inexhaustible 
and unfathomable, "waters that could not be passed over, 
waters to swim in." May we know more of what it is to 
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drink of those waters and to abide in their life-giving 
influence. 

Flowing rivers, ever bearing 
God's abundance through the earth, 

Furnished by His Hand unsparing, 
With His gifts of varied worth. 

Life and gladness, food and verdure, 
On their course the rivers bear, 

Till the desert, by their nurture 
Blossoms like a garden fair. 

From God's throne on high is flowing 
Life, a crystal river pure, 

Opened to us now, as knowing 
ffim Who did the Cross endure. 

Let us thank Him for His treasures, 
Let us trust the Heart that gives; 

Drink the river of His pleasures 
Through the One Who died and lives. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE GLORY OF THE SUN. 

J 
F \ve think of the sun, glory is at once suggested to our

minds. "There is one glory of the sun," says the 
Apostle Paul in r Cor. xv. The sun is indeed a magnificent 
object. What brilliance! We cannot look upon it 
except when somewhat _veiled, and if we face its rays we

are soon dazzled; the best opportunity of looking at the 
sun is when it is just setting, or when it has been greatly 
obscured by a fog : then it appears as a- huge, glowing 
ball of fire. 

What \vonderful heat po"\\:er the sun possesses, a heat 
which at mid-day in the tropics, and indeed occasionally 
in other parts of the world, is unendurable; and when we 
consider that this heat reaches us, and can even scorch us, 
at the tremendous. distance of more than ninety millions 
of miles, we may well pause in amazed admiration; indeed 
it is scarcely possible for our little minds to form any 
adequate conception of such a distance as ninety millions 
of miles ; ,ve are scarcely better able to conceive of one 
million; what should we say to a furnace having such 
heating po"rer as to be unendurable at ten miles distant. 
The infinitude of space comes before us. 

Philosophers, astronomers, and scientists in all ages 
have written, theorized, and speculated as to the sun : 
how it moves,. what may be its relation to other heavenly 

7 
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bodies, how it came into existence. Two short words in 
Genesis i. r6 vvill give us more information on these points 
than all the volumes which have, since then, been written, 
many contradicting or disproving one another:-

Gon MADE. We may, like David, "understand more 
than the ancients" (Ps. cxix. roo). David says '' than 
the ancients" because in those days the ancients, or older 
persons, or ancestors, were held in much reverence. In the 
present day things are reversed: the moderns, the younger 
ones, appear to be held in higher esteem. Man has made 
so much advance, say they ; and as to discoveries this is 
true; still, let us remember, if we speak of advance, that this 
in itself acknowledges imperfection : that which is perfect 
cannot improve or advance. Jesus, the Perfect One, was 
announced, at the beginning of His ministry, by the Father: 
"This is my beloved Son, in ·whom I am well pleased," and 
at the close of His ministry, those three and a half years 
in which "He went about doing good;'' Jesus is again 
presented to us by the Father in the very same words: 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
Whether seen in grace, taking his part with the re pen tan t 
remnant in the water of baptism, or transfigured in glory, 
it is "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever." In the midst of the interests of scientific 
research ( and many most interesting and useful discoveries 
have truly been made) let us be careful to seek the know
ledge of God; this alone is enduring substance. "Thus 
saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches : But let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and kno,veth me, 
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that I am the Lord vvhich exercise loving-kindness, judg
ment, and righteousness in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord" (Jer. ix. 23, 24). Have you 
ever paused to consider what a privi]ege it is to be invited 
to acquaint yourself with a God Who delights in loving
kindness, and thus to partake of the blessedness vvhich He 
bestows? But how can we know God? Not our learning, 
not our ,visdom, but our need is our ,vay to God. 

"God made two great lights; the greater light to rule 
the day." This "greater light " we know to be the sun, 
although that supreme luminary is not mentioned by 
name until Genesis xv., and then it is said, "When the 
sun went down" ; it is remarkable that this first mention 
of the sun should be as gone down ; is it to suggest to our 
minds a greater light than the sun ? 

Light, as every reader of Genesis i. may see, was made 
to shine before the sun was made. On the first day" God 
commanded that out of darkness light should shine;" and 
it was not until the fourth day that God gathered up the 
light and gave the sun, as the vessel of light, to rule over 
the day. 

People ask Why? as to this and other mysteries of 
creation and providence. Why did God make the sun 
after light had already shone? vVhy did God subject 
the earth in its earliest age to convulsions, burying forests 
of massive trees deep down beneath the surface, to lie 
there for thousands of years in order to become the coal 
which we now use? Why did God permit this or that? 

The answer to this and to all other such questions is 
very simple; you will find it, not in books of human 
philosophy but in the book of Psalms (Ps. cxxxv. 6). 
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'' Whatsoever the ·Lord pleased, that did he in heaven and 
in earth, in the seas and in all deep places." People, 
young and old, often express their intention, or indeed 
even assert their right, to do as they please. Is not God 
to do as He pleases ? Is God to be called to account by 
His creatures? Is 1nan to pass judgment, to approve 
or disapprove of God's acts? " God the Jµdge of all" 
(Heb. xii. 23) has done and will do what He sees fit. He 
has pronounced the sentence against which man rises in 
opposition, "The soul that sinneth it shall die," and we 
are graciously warned of the end of the opposer. "Who
soever was not found Vvritten in the book of life, was cast 
into the lake of fire." " God is the Judge," let not man 
presume to utter his opinion. Would any commander 
of an army ask the opinion or seek the approval of the 
rebel soldier before sentencing him, to be shot? Is the 
deserter shot because he approves the justice of his 
sentence? or because the law must be enforced and the 
authority of the crown n1aintained? <- Let us not give 
heed to such monstrous folly, but rather "receive with 
1neekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
�ouls " (J as. i. 2r). 

But judgment is God's strange work ; He delights in 
mercy : the sun, its light and its heat, are primarily 
beneficent in their effects ; all the fertility of nature 
depends on the sun : by its potent rays the waters are 
raised from the vast surface of oceans, seas, and rivers, 
are gathered into clouds, and are made to descend upon our 
fields, our meadows, and our gardens in fertilizing showers. 
Rain keeps our rivers flowing and the hidden reservoirs 
filled, so that the enormous quantity of \vater needed by 
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man and cattle and by all the vegetable kingdom is 
supplied; also without the steady, dry heat of the sun 
no fruits would ripen ; vain would be the sowing of the 
fields or the planting of the gardens; life and health depend 
on the purifying and invigorating rays of the sun, without 
which the land \vould become a vast swamp. How 
wonderful, too, the regularity and order of the sun's 
course, the world's time-keeper, as has· been said! Only 
on two occasions does Scripture record any deviation 
from the onward course proper to the sun, "\i\ihich is as 
a bridegroom coming forth out of his chamber, and rejoiceth 
as a strong man to run a race." But there ·is a power 
stronger than that of the sun, and this power was put forth, 
checking the course of the " strong man " in answer to 
the cry of Joshua, weak in himself, a mere man, but 
Joshua spoke " to the Lord . . . and he (Joshua) said in 
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; ... 
and there ,vas no day like that before it or after it

., 
that 

the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man" (Josh. x. 
12, 14). This must have been a wonderful sight for the 
whole army of Israel ; but do we not get a still more 
wonderful sight, and one which appeals to our hearts, 
when, more than 1400 years later, the Creator of the sun, 
who walked among men in lowly grace, " Jesus stood 
still '' in response to the cry of a blind beggar. Jesus said 
to him " What wilt thou that I should do unto thee ? 
The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive 
my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way ; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received 
his sight and followed Jesus in the way" (Mark x. 51, 52). 

The sun in its glory we cannot reach, but the One who 
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created the sun is not far off. He is reached by every 
needy applicant, and all the goodness, all the power of 
God is placed at our disposal in that '' One Media tor 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, Who gave 
himself a ransom for all." 

On another occasion the sun was stopped in its course 
and was actually made to retrace its way, as a sign to

Hezekiah, King of Judah, who be$ought the Lord to 
recover him and to prolong his days, when he became 
"sick unto death." 

Hezekiah had trusted in the Lord ; he had kept the 
passover in such a manner that "there \vas great joy in 
Jerusalem ; for since the time of Solomon the son of David, 
king of Israel, there was not the like in Jerusalem." Some 
years later, Hezekiah opposed Sennacherib, king of Assyria, 
but he w�s weak and, alas! gave way under pressure, con
fessing as a crime that resistance to the heathen oppr�ssor 
which was, in reality, faithfulness to God. Hezekiah 
(2 Kings xviii. 14) says to Sennacherib, " I have offended, 
return frorn me: that which thou puttest on me will I 
bear. And the king of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, three hundred talents of silver and thirty 
talents of gold." What difficulty the fear of man brings 
us into ; what a difficulty thus arose for Hezekiah. The 
king of Assyria demanded an enormous tribute; Hezekiah 
could not meet it from his own resources, and he, who 
had been so faithful, who had smitten Philistines, who 
had even broken in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses 
had made, and called it· Nehushtan, a piece of brass, 
because it had become a snare to Israel, this faithful one 
is now found rob bing God in order to deliver himself from 
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the Assyrian king. If we once give way to the enemy, 
if we yield to sinful suggestions in order to def end ourselves 
from the ill usage or scorn which faithfulness may bring 
upon us, we cannot say into what depths of evil \ve may 
fall. "Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in 
the house of the Lord and in the treasures of the king's· 
house. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from 
the doors of the temple of the Lord and from the pillars 
which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it 
to the king of Assyria " (2 Kings xviii. 14, 15, 16). 

Hezekiah reaps the consequences of his sin, for later on 
Sennacherib co1nes again: the danger is imminent, but 
Hezekiah's faith has revived, and God avenges His own 
cause. God is \vhat He is, whatever the failure of His 
people may be. 

The king of Assyria i�, by miraculous means, made to 
depart from the city of Jehovah, but after this Hezekiah 
fell " sick unto death." He weeps sore. Every faithful 
Israelite looked for the :rule of the Messiah and a time of 
prosperity in the land, and Hezekiah fears to miss this 
if death should call him away, so he says, "I shall not 
see the Lord, even the Lord in the land of the living." 
The Lord sees his tears, answers his lamentation in mercy, 
and perhaps, too, in discipline ; Hezekiah is permitted to 
recover, and he learns his weakness in the hour of prosperity 
as he hap. learnt it under the terror of the invader. Before 
the inroads of Sennacherib he had given way, even giving 
to the heathen monarch the gold which adorned the doors 
of the Lord's house, and now being relieved from his mortal 
sickness he gives way to the flattering congratulations of 
the king of Babylon, accepting his gifts, entertaining these 
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covert enemies of the people of God; and displaying all 
the sacred treasures before their unholy eyes. 

Such are we, young or old; weakness itself: we may 
not be tested _by the great things which confronted Hezekiah, 
but in lesser matters how we learn our weakness. If things 
go smoothly, how apt we are to be elated; if in trial, ho,v 
apt to be cast down, the heart perhaps even tempted to 
fret against the Lord. " The foolishness of man perverteth 
his way, and his heart fretteth against the Lord" (Prov. 
xix. 3). " In my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved"
(Ps. xxx. 6). God alone can keep us-'' Kept by the power
of God through faith" for that "inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (r Peter i.).

God does not despise our weakness, and our weakness 
is not the real cause of our failure, but our independence 
and pride. " God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble." 

The glory and the beneficence of the sun call for praise 
and thanksgiving to God, but man has ever been apt to 
turn from the Giver, worshipping the creature more than 
the Creator, and the sun, early in the world's history, 
became an object of worship ; the Moabites, the Ammon
ites, and others, all worshipped the sun under various 
names, while even Israel was found to have four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Baal, which title means Lord, Lord 
of the sun; also Josiah "took away the horses that the 
kings of Judah had given to the sun.'' 

God looks for, and takes pleasure in, the praise and 
thanksgiving of His people: if we are but entering upon 
the ways of the Lord and have but little knowledge, we 
can yet praise Him for the gifts which we enjoy. 
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" 0 praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise him all ye 
people. For his merciful kindness is great toward us, 
and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye 
the Lord " (Ps. cxvii.). 

At certain times, though very rarely, the new moon 
comes between the earth and the sun, so as to veil or 
almost entirely hide its light from us. vVe speak of an 
eclipse of the sun; the effect upon the earth is very striking: 
a chill and gloom stealing over the face of the noon-day 
sky; stars appearing, shadows as of night falling, domestic 
fowls going to roost, and crowing as at early morn when 
daylight returns: all this is very remarkable but not 
rniraculous ; it can be accounted for by natural causes well 
understood by astronomers ; but Scripture tells us of a 
miraculous darkening of the sun at the very season when 
the Paschal moon was at the full ; we have all read of 
this solemn darkness which ,vas over all the land from the 
sixth hour, which we call twelve o'clock or noon, until the 
ninth hour, or three o'clock-the very brightest hours of 
the day; but the sun withdrew its shining, and Jesus, 
the Son of God, "Who his o,vn self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree," was for those three hours hidden 
from the rude gaze of sinners. It was then that He was 
forsaken of God and the work of atonement vvas wrought ; 
from the darkness Jesus cried-" My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? " Again, when the darkness was 
past, Jesus cried with a loud voice. He said, " It is 
finished," and " Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit, and having said thus he gave up the ghost." 

Jesus, risen and glorified, appeared once again to a 
sinner, the chief of sinners, Paul, as he \Vas on his way to 
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Damascus ; he says, " At mid-day . . . I saw in the way 
a light fro1n heaven above the brightness of the sun, 
shining round about me and them which journeyed with 
me." They all fell to the earth before this light of the 
glorified Jesus. 

Again He will appear. " We look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ." "Unto you that fear my name 
shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 

. ''wings. 
The sun which now shines in the sky in all its magnificent 

brilliance, in all its strength, all. its warmth, all its life
giving influence, is but a very faint emblem of the Coming 
One, the "Sun of Righteousness." To those who fear 

His name, to those who look for Him He will appear, 
unto salvation, but-" If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha," accursed 
from Him at Hi? coming. 

When Moses had been in the mount with God, even the 
reflection of heavenly glory was such that " when Aaron 
and all the children of Israel sa,v Moses, behold the skin 
of his face shone ; and they were afraid to come nigh him." 

When Jesus was transfigured on the mount, in order 
that those disciples who were about to be left in the world 
which rejected Him and which hated them and ¥."ould 
persecute them, should, before tasting death, see His 
glory, and in order that Peter should be able to make 
known to us '' the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," as having been an eye-witness of His majesty
when the Lord was thus transfigured before them "His 
face did shine as the sun." How shall we, whose eyes now 
have not strength to look upon the dazzling rays of the 
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natural sun-how shall ,ve look upon this glorious One, so 
far, far surpassing the one upon whom Israel could not 
look? vVhat ,,,ill make the difference? "When he shall 
appear we shall be .like him, for ,ve shall see him as he is." 

Ou1' bodies of weakness, bodies of humiliation, will be 
transfigured: they will be fashioned like unto His body of 
glory. We shall be able to look with joy into the counten
ance of the One vVhom having not seen we love. 

How shall I meet that gaze ? 
:Mine eyes on Him I'll rest, 

And satisfy with endless praise 
A heart supremely blest. 

The love that died for us has thought upon us and will 
fashion us so that we shall behold with joy the sight that 
mortals could not bear. 

"The Lord my God shall co;me, and all the saints with 
thee" (Zech. xiv. 5) : bringing to mind, and yet again 
surpassing, in transcendent splendour, the figure presented 
in Ps. xix. , '' a bridegroom coming out of his chamber '' 
and the " strong man " rejoicing to run a race. The Lord 
will come forth, "glorious in his apparel, travelling in 
the greatness of his strength." All His saints ·will come 
with Him : the Church, the company of those who have 
been drawn to Him during this waiting time: they will 
have the nearest place, they will be the bride of the Lamb 
Who suffered here: then all the heavenly saints who were 
before the <lea th and resurrection of Christ. Abraham 
will be there, who rejoiced to see His day ; Moses who said 
-" Show me thy glory " ; David, ,vho had said, " I shall 
be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness" ; Job who, 
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in the midst of his sore affliction, yet had said-'' I know 
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth. And though, after my skin, 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another " (Job xix. 25-27) ; all those who " died 
in faith, not having received the promises·; ,, those who 
"were tortured, not accepting deliverance that they might 
obtain a better resurrection ; " Daniel, to whom the 
promise had been sent, "Thou shalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot at the end of the days." Many, many others; 
a vast host, a countless throng. We need the new sight, 
" the spirit of wisdom and revelation which God gives, 
in order to '' know the hope of his calling and the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints." 

When the moon hides the sun's light from us we speak 
of an eclipse of the sun, but the word eclipse is used also 
in another connection, that of obscuring a lesser light by 
superior splendour. Where are the stars at noon-day? 
Have they left their places in the firmament of heaven? 
Have they gone out, like lamps without oil? We should 
laugh at such childish mistakes, yet the stars are not seen, 
they are eclipsed by the superior shining of the sun. 

As by the light of opening day 

The stars are all concealed, 

So earthly glories fade away 
When Jesus is revealed. 

And if, and in any measure, the glory of the coming Sun 
of Righteousness has shone in our hearts, the dazzle and 
the glory of this passing world is eclipsed for us. 

" The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
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compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 
And not only so ; that glory which shone in the face of 
Moses, the lawgiver, has no glory no\v "by reason of the 
glory that excelleth;" "that glory which now already 
shines in the face of Jesus Christ." 

The first act of Christ, as soon as this ,vaiting time ends, 
will be to call all His own up to meet Him, and when He 
appears in His glory, as Sun of Righteousness, all His 
own will also '' shine· forth as the sun, in the kingdom of 
their Father." We may well wait in patience and in 
joyful expectation. 

In a cloudy day, how gloomy everything looks, but if 
the clouds part and the sunshine breaks through, the 
whole landscape is lighted up in a moment. 

So it will be when Christ appears : His glory will fill 
the earth, shining through the Church and the heavenly 
saints. How changed will be this scene of sorro,v and 
death: "Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun 
ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount 
Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients, gloriously" 
(Is. xxiv. 23). Israel will awake from the dust of sin and 
oppression. "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." "The sun shall 
be no more thy light by day ; neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory " (Is. x. 
I, 19). " Beloved, now are \ve the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, ,ve shall be like him ; for we shall 
see him as he is. And every man that ha th this hope in 
him purifi.eth himself even as he is pure " ( I John iii. z, 3). 
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Light of the waiting pilgrim's heart, 
Star of the coming day! 

Thou wilt arise and with Thy beams 
Chase ev'ry grief away. 

Then the wide earth, in glad response 

To the bright world above, 
Shall sing in rapturous strains of joy 

In memory of Thy love. 

Lord, Lord., Thy fair creatiqn groans, 
The air, the earth, the sea, 

In unison with all our hearts, 
And calls aloud for Thee. 

Thine was the cross, with all its fruits 
Of grace and peace divine ; 

And Thine the crown of glory now, 
The palm of victory Thine. 

Adapted /1'om Sir E. Denny. 
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