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HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

CHAPTER I. 

GOD'S BOOK. 

GOD'S Book ! Can you tell me what book 
that is ? Yes, you know that it is some

times called the Bible, which means the Book ; 
it is so called because there is no other book 
like it. The Bible is a book which God Him
self has given to us, and He means it for little 
people as well as for older people. 

Do you not want to know what God tells 
us in His book ? 

I daresay you can tell me that God is in 
heaven ; and you have been taught, too, that 
He is a holy God. This means that He is 
good, and that He hates all naughtiness or sin. 

God is very kind. He wants people to be 
happy. He wants you to be happy. God 
knows that people never can be really happy 
unless they know Him and the wonderful things 
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which He has done to make them happy. Now 
it is in God's Book that He has told us of these 
wonderful things. 

Are you fond of stories ? There arc some 
beautiful stories in God's Book. No one can 
ever tell you anything like such nice stories as 
are written there. God's stories are not only 
true and nice to listen to, but the best part of 
them is that they all help us to learn something 
more about God and His goodness. 

It is in God's Book that He teaches us what 
things are pleasing to Him and what things are 
not pleasing to Him. This we should never 
know if God did not tell us. We might like 
many things, and think them very nice indeed, 
and yet they might not be at all pleasing to 
God. 

In His Book God tells us about His beautiful 
home where He wants to have people with 
Himself. There is no naughtiness there, and 
no sorrow, no tears and no pain. 

There is also another place, a dreadful place 
of misery and pain, where many will go because 
they have not minded what God says in His 
Book. This place is called hell. 

How very, very kind of God to tell us these 
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things so plainly. Are you not 'glad tha t God 
has given us His wonderful Book ? Do you 
not want to know about the things He tells us 
in it ? 

CHAP T ER I I . 

G O D MADE THE W O R L D . H E MADE ALL 

THINGS—Gen. i. 

T HAVE spoken to you of God's goodness 
-l and His kindness. Now I want to tell you 
of the great and wonderful things He has done. 

I daresay you think your father and mother 
can do almost everything. I t is quite true that 
they can do much which you cannot do. You 
could very easily count up many things which 
your mother can do which you cannot. How 
she has cared for you since you were a tiny 
baby and could not even feed yourself. 

You have no doubt seen little girls or boys 
who are just your own age. Are they any of 
them just like you ? Oh no, some are taller, 
or shorter, or stronger, or fatter than you are ; 
there is not one just like you. Now, suppose 
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your mother would like you to be a little taller 
or stronger. Could she alter you ? You know 
she could not do it. Your mother did not 
make you, she could not. It was God who 
made you. He has made you just as it pleased 
Him, and you are His gift to your mother. I 
am sure she has thanked Him for His gift to 
her. 

Look at your little hands and feet. See how 
easily you can twist and turn them about. God 
made them. No one else could do it. 

Look up in the sky. What do you see ? 
The sun is there. It shines so brightly that 
you cannot look at it, and you have to turn 
your eyes away. 

Did your father put the sun in the sky ? Oh, 
no, he could not reach up nearly so high. It 
is God who put it there. 

Perhaps you have seen some one put flower 
seeds into the ground. After a time you saw 
little green plants shoot up above the ground. 
These grew bigger and bigger, and at last pretty 
flowers appeared. 

Who made those flowers to grow ? Not the 
person who sowed the seeds. It was God who 
made them to grow. 
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Look at the grass, the plants, the trees. It 
is God who has sent the rain and the bright 
sunshine which makes them all to grow. 

If you look around, you see everywhere the 
work of God's hand—what He has done. 

I fancy I hear you say, " Well, but some 
workmen made those houses." Yes, that is 
true, but where did the men get the strength 
to build houses ? God gave it them. And all 
the wood and stone and iron they use in build
ing, God made it all. 

God can make things out of nothing, and 
this man cannot do. 

Making things out of nothing is called 
creating. 

God created this earth on which we live. 
God spoke, and then everything came at His 

word. 
God was six days in making the world. 
Would you like to know what God made 

each day ? 
The first day God said, " Let there be light," 

and there was light. 
The second day God made the clouds and 

the'air. 
The third day God made the dry land to 
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appear. He made the grass, and the plants 
and trees that grow upon it. 

The fourth day God gave the sun, moon, and 
stars to shine and give light. 

The fifth day God made fishes to swim in 
the waters, and birds to fly in the air. 

The sixth day God made animals of all kinds 
—lions, elephants, horses, dogs, and many 
others. Last of all God made man. 

When God made the birds and the animals, 
He spoke, and they were created at His word. 
God did not make man in that way. God made 
man's body out of the dust of the ground, and 
then God breathed into him, so that he became 
a living soul, able to think about God and 
understand what God said to him, which you 
know the animals cannot do. 

On the seventh day God did not make any
thing. God rested on the seventh day from all 
His work which He had made. 
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CHAPTER I I I . 

ADAM AND EVE—Gen . ii. 

T T O W very beautiful this world must have 
-*- -*- been just after God had made it. The 
Bible tells us God saw everything that He had 
made, and behold it was very good. 

Adam was the name of the man God made. 
God placed him in a lovely garden—the garden 
of Eden. I t was a most beautiful place, and 
Adam could work in the garden of Eden and 
take care of it. 

There were a great many trees in the garden ; 
some had nice fruit on them which Adam could 
pick and eat. There was just one tree which 
God told Adam he must not eat the fruit of. 
The name of this tree was the Tree of know
ledge of good and evil. 

God told Adam that if he did eat of that tree 
he would surely die, instead of living happily in 
tha t sweet garden for ever. 

How kind it was of God to put Adam in such 
a beautiful garden, and to let him eat the nice 
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fruit from all the trees except the Tree of know
ledge of good and evil. 

God brought all the animals to Adam to see 
what he would call them, and Adam gave them 
names. 

But there was no one to whom Adam could 
talk about this beautiful home, and God's good
ness in giving it to him. 

God thought about this, and, in His great 
kindness to Adam, He gave him a companion 
to be with him. 

God made Adam fall into a very deep sleep, 
and then God took a bone out of Adam's side, 
and with this bone God made a woman. 

I am sure Adam must have been very glad to 
have a companion, who would be able to under
stand him, and to talk with him about God's 
kindness to them both. Adam called her 
name Eve. 

How happy Adam and Eve must have been 
as they walked and talked together in the 
garden of Eden. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SIN—Gen. iii. 

T MUST now tell you about a being, who is 
*• very wicked. His name is Satan, he is 

sometimes called the Devil. 
I daresay you have heard of angels. There 

are good angels who have never sinned, and are 
always happy, praising and serving God. They 
delight to do His will. 

But there are also wicked angels, and Satan 
is their prince. 

Satan does not like God, and he does not 
like anything that is good. He is so wicked 
himself that he wants to make everybody as 
wicked as he can. Nothing pleases him so 
much as to see people unhappy and suffering. 

Satan is very strong. He is stronger than 
any man, and can do a great many things ; but 
God is much stronger than Satan. God can do 
all things. 
'•' Satan knew quite well that it was God who 
had made this beautiful world. But he is so 
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wicked that when he saw how very good and 
kind God had been to Adam and Eve, he at 
once began to think what he could do to spoil 
that which God had made so good and beauti
ful. Satan knew the way would be to make 
Adam and Eve naughty. 

You know that when anybody does naughty 
things they cannot be really happy. Another 
word for naughtiness is sin. To be unkind to 
your brother or sister is sin ; to be in a bad 
temper is sin ; to speak rudely is sin ; to be 
disobedient is sin ; to tell a lie is sin. 

Satan knew God had told Adam and Eve not 
to eat of the Tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. So Satan thought he would try and get 
Adam and Eve to be disobedient—to do what 
God had told them not to do—to eat of the fruit 
of the Tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
Satan knew that if they did so they would be 
sure to be unhappy, all their pleasure would be 
gone. This was just what Satan wanted. 

I must now tell you about the wicked thing 
which Satan did. 

He made himself look like a serpent, and 
came into the garden of Eden. He went up to 
Eve and said to her— 
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" Did God say you must not eat of every 
tree of the garden ? " 

Eve told Satan that God had said they might 
eat the fruit of all the trees in the garden 
except the Tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
and tha t God had said they should die if they 
did eat of that tree. 

Then the serpent said, " You will not die, but 
you will be very wise and know a great deal 
more than you do now." 

Satan told a lie when he said Eve would 
not die. 

Eve looked at the fruit and thought it would 
taste nice, it looked very good, and she thought 
too how much she would like to be wise. I am 
sorry to tell you that at last Eve took some of 
the fruit and ate it ; then she gave some to 
Adam and he ate it too. 

How very, very sad this was. Adam and 
Eve had both disobeyed God, and they were 
now very unhappy ; they knew too that they 
would have to die one day. 

Oh ! why did Eve listen to Satan ? She did 
not know then how very wicked he is, but she 
ought to have at once turned away from him 
when he wanted her to disobey God. I t is a 
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sad thing to stop and listen to any one who tries 
to persuade us to do what is wrong. The only 
right thing to do is to turn away at once, for 
those who stay to listen when they are asked to 
do what is wrong, are nearly sure to do the 
wrong in the end. 

God, who loved Adam and Eve, and wished 
them to be happy, had told them they must 
die if they ate of the tree. Satan told a lie, and 
Eve believed him instead of believing God, who 
had been so good to her. 

CHAPTER V. 

GOD'S PROMISE—Gen. iii. 

WHAT a dreadful thing sin is ! Adam 
and Eve were now sinners. All their 

happiness was gone. 
They had no clothes, so they sewed some 

fig-leaves together, and made themselves some 
aprons. 

Soon they heard God's voice speaking to 
them, but instead of being glad, they were very 
much frightened. 
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I am not surprised that they were frightened. 
When you have been naughty and disobedient, 
are you pleased to hear your mother 's voice ? 
Can you run to her for a kiss ? No, you would 
not even like to look up into her face, because 
you know what a sad look you would see there. 
I t makes your mother very sad when you have 
been naughty. 

Now, you must remember that because God 
is so holy, sin is far more dreadful in His sight 
than it can be to your mother, or to any one 
else. 

Did God know the wicked thing Adam and 
Eve had done ? Yes, God's eye had been upon 
Eve when she listened to Satan and took the 
fruit. God's eye was upon Adam when he too 
disobeyed and ate the fruit. God sees and 
knows everything. Do you always remember 
that wherever you may be, God's eye is always 
upon you, in the dark as well as in the light. 
God's eye has been upon you ever since you 
were born, and His eye is on you at this very 
moment. 

When Adam and Eve heard God's voice 
speaking to them, they were so frightened that 
they hid behind some of the trees in the garden. 

2 



l 8 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

But God saw them. They could not hide 
from Him. God said to Adam, " Where art 
thou ? " 

Then Adam said, " I heard thy voice and 
I was afraid, because I was naked." 

God said to Adam, " Who told you that you 
were naked ? Have you eaten of the tree I 
told you not to eat of ? " 

And Adam answered, " The woman whom 
Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree and I did eat." 

God said to the woman, " What is this that 
you have done ? " 

And Eve answered, " The serpent persuaded 
me, and I did eat." 

God said to the serpent, " Because thou hast 
done this thing thou art cursed, upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life." Then God told Satan that 
some day, One whom He called " the seed of 
the woman " would come and take all his 
power from him and destroy him. 

Adam and Eve had chosen to obey Satan 
instead of God, and therefore from that day 
Satan had a great deal of power to make 
them and their children miserable. I think 
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when Adam and Eve found that Satan had 
become their cruel master, they must have felt 
very thankful whenever they thought of what 
they had heard God say to him. 

And who was this One who should destroy 
the power of Satan ? I t was Jesus, the Son of 
God, who was one day to be born into this 
world as a little babe. 

The Son of God had always been in heaven 
with the Father. The .Son is God, and the 
Father is God. The Father loves the Son, and 
the Son loves the Father very much indeed. 
There are no two persons on earth who have 
exactly the same thoughts about everything : 
but God the Father, and God the Son, have 
just exactly the same thoughts about every
thing. This is Very wonderful. 

I hope soon to tell you more about Jesus, 
the Son of God. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OUTSIDE THE GARDEN—Gen. iii. 

I DARESAY Adam and Eve were sorry 
they had listened to Satan and disobeyed 

God. They were now sinners, and instead 
of always thinking about God and delighting 
to thank Him for His goodness, naughty 
thoughts would come into their minds, naughty 
words would come to their lips, and they 
would be doing things to please themselves. 

I t is a dreadful thing to be a sinner. Have 
you ever thought about this ? 

God would not allow Adam and Eve to stay 
in that beautiful garden now they were sinners. 
He turned them out of it. God told one of 
His angels to stand with a flaming sword which 
turned every way, so tha t Adam and Eve might 
not eat of another tree in the garden called the 
Tree of Life. If they had eaten of the fruit 
of this tree, they would have lived for ever in 
sin and sorrow. God had said that they should 
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die, but He desired, too, to take them to His 
home in heaven, away from sin and sorrow. 

Poor Adam had to work very hard now, so 
hard tha t drops of sweat would come on his 
forehead. Eve, too, was often tired, and some
times she was sick, and in pain. Thorns and 
thistles grew out of the ground instead of the 
sweet flowers and nice fruits which were in the 
garden of Eden. 

God told Adam that he would surely die 
some day. His body was made from the dust 
of the earth, and when he died it would have to 
be put in the ground, and then it would turn 
to dust again. 

God in His great kindness gave to Adam and 
Eve some much better clothes than the aprons 
of fig leaves which they had made for them
selves. He gave them some coats made from 
the skins of beasts. 

After a time God gave Adam and Eve two 
little boys. The name of the eldest was Cain, 
and his brother 's name was Abel. 

How glad Adam and Eve must have been, 
and how kind it was of God to give them these 
children. 

Cain was the first little baby who was born 
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into the world, for Adam and Eve, you remem
ber, were grown up when God made them. 
I am sure Eve must have loved her little boys 
very much. 

These little babies were born with naughty 
hearts. All the little babies who have come 
into the world since, have been born with 
naughty hearts—hearts that like naughty 
things—hearts that do not like what God likes. 
How sad this is ! 

CHAPTER VII. 

CAIN AND ABEL—Gen. iv. 

T AM quite sure you will want to know some-
-*• thing more about Cain and Abel. 

These little boys grew up to be men. Cain 
used to dig the ground, and plant fruits and 
vegetables. Abel was a shepherd, and took 
care of sheep. 

One day Cain and Abel each brought an 
offering to God. Cain brought some of his 
fruits, and offered them to God. Abel brought 
a lamb, and offered that. God was pleased 
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with Abel's offering, but He was not pleased 
with Cain's. 

When sin and death had come into the world, 
God had cursed the ground, and He could not 
now be pleased with the fruits which Cain had 
brought, just as if there were no sin and death 
and curse. Besides, Cain was a sinner, and he 
did not seem to understand how dreadful it is 
to be a sinner in God's sight. 

I told you how God had promised that He 
would one day send His Son, Jesus Christ, into 
this world. I daresay you have sometimes 
heard of Jesus : how He was meek and gentle 
as a lamb, and how He died upon the cross for 
sinners. When God looked upon Abel's lamb 
as it lay dead where he had offered it, God 
thought about the precious blood of Jesus which 
would one day be shed, and God was pleased 
with Abel's offering. Abel had faith in God, and 
that was how it was he came to bring a lamb. 

Cain was very angry when he found that God 
was pleased with Abel's offering andnot with his. 

God spoke to Cain and said, " Why are you 
angry ? If you do what is pleasing to Me, I 
shall be pleased with you too." 

Have you ever felt vexed with a brother or 
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sister who has done what is right when you 
have done wrong ? How very sad ! I t was 
just such a feeling in Cain's heart, and it grew 
stronger and stronger. 

Soon after this, Cain and Abel were in the 
field together ; they were talking, and the 
naughty feeling grew so strong in Cain's heart, 
tha t he lifted up his hand and killed his brother. 

What a dreadful thing to do ! Ah ! sin in the 
heart is a terrible thing. Cain let the naughty 
thoughts stay in his heart, and see what came 
of them. 

God, who sees all things, had seen the wicked 
thing which Cain had done. 

God said to Cain, " Where is Abel, thy 
brother ? " Cain said he did not know. 

Then God said to Cain, " What hast thou 
done ? I see thy brother's blood upon the 
ground." 

God told Cain he must be punished for his 
sin, and that he would have to go a great way 
off, and be a wanderer upon the earth. 

Cain did not like this. He said that his 
punishment was more than he could bear. Cain 
was sorry he had a punishment, but I do not 
think he was sorry about his sin. You did not 
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like your punishment the other day, but were 
you sorry about your sin ? 

Cain went away tha t very day. Poor Adam 
and Eve, it must have been a sad day for them. 
They had lost both their sons, and in such a 
sad way. Abel was killed by his brother, and 
Cain was sent away by God for a punishment. 

CHAPTER VIII . 

ENOCH—Gen. v. 

/ ^ A I N had some children, but they were 
^ ^ wicked, like Cain. They did not care 
about pleasing God, they only thought of pleas
ing themselves. Is not that being wicked ? 

After a time God gave Adam and Eve another 
son, his name was Seth. Scth grew up to be a 
man, and had some children. Adam and Eve 
had some other sons and some daughters, and 
these grew up and had children, so that there 
were more and more people in the world. 

Perhaps Seth and his children sometimes 
thought about God, but I do not think the other 
people ever cared to think about Him ; all they 
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cared about was how they could enjoy them
selves. God's eye was upon them all the time, 
and when He saw their wickedness it grieved 
Him. 

God has told us very little about these people, 
not even their names. He has told us the 
names of some of Seth's children and how long 
they lived. People used to live very much 
longer in those days than they do now. Some 
of Seth's children were very old indeed ; one 
man lived to be nine hundred and sixty-nine 
years old. 

But for each one of them the time came when 
he had to die. Death had come into the world 
because of sin. They might not like to think 
about it, but they could not be here for ever. 
If death did not come to them while they were 
young, it came to them when they were old. 

You will, I am sure, be very glad to hear 
about one of Seth's children's children who 
lived at this time, and who was quite different 
from all the other people. His name was 
Enoch. Enoch really did please God. 

When I say Enoch pleased God, I do not 
mean that one day Enoch did one thing that 
pleased God ; but I mean that every day and 
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all through the day Enoch did just the things 
that God liked him to do. Of course, every
thing Enoch did must have been quite different 
from what all the other people were doing, for 
they were all pleasing themselves. 

I am sure Enoch was a happy man. Those 
who please God must be happy in their hearts. 
God told Enoch that He was pleased with him. 
Do you not think that must have made Enoch 
very happy indeed ? 

Now, I am going to tell you of a strange and 
wonderful thing that happened. One day 
Enoch could not be found, and no one knew 
where he had gone. 

I will tell you what had become of Enoch. 
God had taken him up to His beautiful home 
in heaven. It was not that Enoch died and his 
spirit went to God, while his bod}/ was put in 
the ground. No, Enoch did not die. God 
took him to heaven without dying, and Enoch 
has been with God in heaven ever since. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

NOAH—Gen. vi., vii. 

T DARESAY the people who knew Enoch 
-*• were very much surprised at first when 
they found he had gone away in such a strange 
manner. But it did not make them begin to 
think of pleasing God. They went on just the 
same as before ; indeed, I think they were 
worse than before. 

At last God said that He would send a most 
dreadful punishment upon the earth. God 
said He would send so much rain that deep 
water should cover the ground everywhere ; all 
the people and all the animals should be 
drowned. This punishment is called the Flood. 

At this time there was one man who thought 
about God, and wished to please Him. His 
name was Noah. God told Noah that He was 
going to send a flood upon the earth, as the 
people were so wicked. 

God did not mean Noah and his family to be 
drowned. 
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God told Noah to build a sort of house that 
would float upon the water. I t was called an 
ark. 

Noah did as God told him. I t took him a 
long time to build the ark, and very likely the 
people who saw him building it laughed at him, 
and thought him very foolish to build an ark 
when it did not look as if any flood was 
coming. But Noah knew the flood would 
be sure to come some day, because God had 
said so. 

At last the ark was finished. God was going 
to save some of the animals, and not let them 
all be drowned ; so He told Noah to take into 
the ark two of every kind of animal—two lions, 
two bears, two elephants, and two of most of 
the other kinds of animals ; but some animals 
Noah was to take by sevens. 

What a strange sight it must have been to see 
these animals walk quietly, two and two, into 
the ark ! I t was God who made them go in 
so quietly. Then Noah went into the ark, and 
his wife and his three sons and their wives. So 
there were eight persons in the ark as well as 
the animals. 

When all had gone into the ark, God shut 
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the door. God was going to destroy every 
living thing in the earth, except those who were 
in the ark. All who were in the ark were quite 
safe. When God shut the door of the ark, 
nobody could get out, and not another person 
could get in. 

Then God made it rain. Oh, how it poured 
down ! You have never seen such rain, I have 
never seen such rain, as that was. I t rained, 
and rained, and rained, until the water began to 
fill the houses and cover the fields. 

You may not know that there is a great deal 
of water under the ground. In some places it 
comes above the ground in springs and foun
tains. When the rain came, the fountains of 
the deep were broken up, so that all the water 
under ground came up over the earth. 

No doubt the people were frightened now, 
and wished they had listened to Noah when he. 
told them of their wickedness, and that God 
would punish them if they went on in it. 
Ah ! they might have been saved from punish
ment if they had listened then, but now it was 
too late—the punishment had come. 

I t still went on raining, the waters rose higher 
and higher. The people went to the tops of 
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their houses ; those who were out of doors went 
up the highest hills they could find. Still the 
rain kept coming down, and the water went 
up, up, until all the houses and all the hills 
and all the trees were quite covered with 
water. 

Wha t had become of the people and the 
little children ? They were all drowned ; not 
one was left alive. All the animals were 
drowned too. 

The rain kept coming down for nearly six 
weeks. At the end of that time everything 
was covered with water. Nothing could be 
seen except water. 

Yes ; there was just one thing to be seen 
floating on the water ; and what do yon think 
that was ? 

I t was the ark. How safe were Noah and 
all who were with him in the ark ! They had 
nothing to be afraid of. I t was God Himself 
who had shut them in so safely. 
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CHAPTER X. 

T H E ARK—Gen. vii., viii. 

N OAH had to stay in the ark a very long 
time. He was there a whole year. Do 

you think you would have got tired of living in 
the ark for such a very long time ? 

I t had stopped raining at the end of forty 
days, but by that time the water had risen so 
high that it took a very, very long time for the 
waters to go down again, which they did little 
by little. 

Noah had been more than six months in the 
ark when one day, as the ark was floating on 
the water, the bottom of the ark touched a high 
mountain, and rested on it. Noah felt sure 
then that the waters were going down. 

When Noah had been nine months in the 
ark, the tops of the mountains could be seen. 

A little while after this, Noah took a raven 
from among the birds that were in the ark. 
Noah opened the window of the ark, and let 
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the raven rly out. A raven, you know, is a 
strong and fierce bird, and perhaps it did not 
like being shut up so long in the ark. The 
raven had to keep flying about, for there were 
no trees on which it could rest. Still it did not 
come back to the ark. 

After some days, Noah went among his birds 
again. This time he took a dove. A dove is 
a very different kind of bird from a raven. A 
dove is a very gentle bird. When the dove 
found there was nothing to be seen but water— 
no trees to rest on—she came back to the 
ark. Noah opened the window and put out 
his hand and brought his little dove into the 
ark again. 

Noah waited a week, and then he sent the 
dove out a second time. The waters had 
during this time been slowly going down. In 
the evening the dove came back, and what do 
you think she had in her mouth ? An olive 
leaf! Now, Noah knew that the time would 
soon come for him to leave the ark. 

Noah waited another week, and then he sent 
out the little dove the third time. This time 
the dove did not come back at all. The waters 
had gone down so far that the dove could find 

3 
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plenty of places to rest in, and she no longer 
needed the shelter of the ark. 

Soon after this, Noah took off the covering 
of the ark, and he could see the dry land. Still 
Noah did not go out of the ark. What did he 
wait for ? He waited for God to tell him to 
leave the ark. 

At last God spoke to Noah, and told him to 
come out of the ark with his wife and his three 
sons and their wives, and all the creatures that 
were in the ark. 

The first thing that Noah did when he came 
out of the ark was to bring a burnt-offering to 
God. He offered a lamb and other animals. 
God was pleased with his offering. 

God made a promise that He would never 
again destroy the world by a flood. 

Have you seen a rainbow ? Is it not made 
of pretty colours ? God put the rainbow in 
the sky as a sign that He would never send 
another flood. He called it His bow. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE WORLD AFTER THE FLOOD. 

YOU remember that Noah had three sons. 
Their names were Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. God gave them each some children, 
and these grew up, and had some more children, 
so that soon the world began to be full of people 
again. All the people who are in the world 
now are the children of Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. We are some of their children. 

It is sad to have to tell you that the children 
of Noah's sons were not good. Ever since 
Adam's sin every one who has been born into 
the world has a heart that does not like the 
things that God likes—a heart that likes to 
please itself. 

Very few people were troubled about their 
naughtiness, or were at all sorry to think how 
sinful their ways were in the sight of God. 
However, there were just a few who thought 
about God, and really wished to do what was 
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pleasing to him. You will some clay like to 
read about them. 

God has told us in the Bible about some 
people called Israelites. God was very good to 
these people, and did many wonderful things 
for them. He gave them a nice country to live 
in called Canaan. God taught these people 
what they should do in order to please Him, 
and He promised them many blessings if they 
would only be obedient.* 

Should you not expect the Israelites to be 
very thankful to God for teaching them what 
was right, and promising to give them such 
good things ? Should you not think the people 
were careful always to obey God and do the 
things He had told them ? 

But this was not tire case. Their hearts soon 
turned away from God, and they wanted to be 
like the people in other countries who had never 
been taught about God at all; and so they 
cared less and less about what God had said to 
them, until at last they became even more 
wicked than some of the people in other 
countries who did not know the true God.| 

Perhaps you have heard that there are now 
* Deut. xxviii. 1-14. f 2 Clvron. xxxvi. 14-16. 



THE WORLD AFTER THE FLOOD. 37 

many parts of the world where people do not 
know anything about the true God. They 
have no Bible, and no one to teach them. Is 
not tha t sad ? Some are even so foolish as to 
make images and worship them as gods. 

How good God has been to you in letting you 
live in a country where you can hear about Him 
and what He has said in the Bible. Do you 
not think little boys and girls who have been 
taught these things should be Very different 
boys and girls from those who have never had 
the Bible ? Jus t think, dear child, how sad it 
will be if after hearing what I have told you 
from God's Book, you should just be interested 
for the moment and then think no more about 
it. I t is a very serious thing to hear about God 
and the things of God. 

You cannot learn anything about God with
out finding out what a dreadful tiling sin is. 
Perhaps when you have done wrong it has 
been the punishment which you have thought 
dreadful, and it has not been your sin which 
has made you unhappy. Ah ! this shows very 
plainly tha t you have not thought about God's 
eye being on you. God in heaven, who hates 
sin, was watching you all the time, and what 
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did He think about that lie you told, that cross 
word, the way you cheated at your play, the 
bad temper you showed when something did 
not quite please you ? Yes, and the naughty 
thoughts which passed through your mind, for 
God sees what others do not—He sees the heart. 

We were talking about the Israelites : God 
was grieved when He looked down and saw 
them so naughty. He sent good men to speak 
to them and tell them of their sins. The people 
were sorry for a little while, but soon they 
were as bad as ever again. 

Some of these Israelites were afterwards 
called Jews. 

CHAPTER XII. 

WHY DID JESUS DIE ? 

HAVE you ever heard people talk about 
going to heaven ? Perhaps one of 

your friends or some one you know died a little 
while ago, and you were told that person or 
child had gone to heaven. The body was 
put in the ground, but the spirit went to 
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heaven. Heaven is a happy place. I daresay 
you hope you may go to heaven if you have to 
leave this world. Heaven is where God is. 
God is holy. How then can those who have 
done naughty things ever be found in the bright 
happy place where God lives ? Ah ! dear child, 
this is a great question, and if it were not for the 
Bible I should never be able to answer it. 

I t may be some of your brothers or sisters 
have been to school and worked so well with 
their lessons that they have got prizes, or a 
good place in the class. They worked well, 
and so they deserved what they got. 

Now, no one can get to heaven like that. No 
one deserves to go to heaven. One sin is 
quite enough to shut a person out of heaven, so 
that however much a child might try to be good, 
that child would not deserve to go to heaven. 

I have read of a king who had a son whom 
he loved very much indeed. Now this son was 
not a good young man, and he did a very 
wicked thing for which he deserved to be 
punished and sent right away. But the king 
loved his son so much that he forgave him and 
let him come home. Now this was not right. 
It was right for the king to love his son, but it 
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was not right of the king to let his son come 
home when he deserved to be punished. 

God loves sinners, but God could never be 
like that king and let sinners into His beautiful 
home with their sins upon them. 

The truth is that no one deserves to go to 
heaven, and that you and I and everybody else 
must have gone to hell—that dreadful place I 
told you of—if God in His great and wonderful 
love had not thought of a way by which poor 
sinners can be saved—saved from hell, saved 
from their sins, saved from Satan's power. 

God always knew the wicked hearts which 
you and I should have, and the naughty things 
we should do. A very, very long time ago, the 
Son of God, who is in heaven with God the 
Father, and delights to do the Father's will, 
said He would come down into this world of 
sin, become a man, and that He would die 
for sinners. He being quite good and holy 
deserved no punishment Himself, but He said 
He would come to bear the punishment for 
those who did deserve it. 

I told you how very much the Father loves 
the Son ; but so much does God love poor 
sinners that He gave His well-beloved Son to 
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come into this world to suffer and to die for 
sinners. How great God's love must be ! Jus t 
think about it for a moment. The Father 's 
love in letting His dear Son die for us, and 
the Son's love in being ready to come. He 
well knew what terrible suffering it would be, 
bu t still He delighted to do the Father 's will, 
and He delights too, to save poor sinners, and 
to have them with Himself in the glory where 
He now is. Did you ever think about such 
love as this ? Would you like to know Jesus as 
your Saviour ? That He loves you with this 
wonderful love tha t made Him ready to die. 
Would you like to know that Jesus has got a 
place all ready for you in His beautiful home ? 

What a terrible thing sin must be if Jesus 
had to suffer and to die in order that sinners 
might be forgiven. Yes, there was no other 
way. If we had to suffer for our own sins, we 
should go to hell, but He has died, the Jus t for 
the unjust, to bring us to God. This is why 
Jesus is called the Saviour. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST—Luke i.-ii. 

AT last God's time came for Jesus to come 
into this world-

There was a poor woman named Mary who 
feared God and loved to think about Him. 

One day an angel came to Mary. 
Mary was frightened when she saw the angel, 

but the angel said to her, " Fear not, Mary, 
you have found favour with God, and He has 
chosen you to be the mother of Jesus, the 
Saviour, who is now to be bom into the world 
as a little babe." 

The angel soon went away. Mary's heart 
was full of thankfulness to God for having 
promised her such a child. 

God did not choose a rich or great woman to 
be the mother of Jesus, but He chose a poor 
woman who really feared Him. 

Mary sang a sweet song of praise to God. 
She thanked God for His mercy to her, and 
for thinking of her when she was only a poor 
and lowly woman. 
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Some time after this God sent Mary the 
child He had promised. How different was 
this Babe from all other children, this One was 
quite good and had not a naughty heart. 

Jesus was not born in a large house with 
many people to wait upon Him. No, although 
Mary's babe was the Son of God, she was a 
very poor woman. When God sent her the 
child she was staying with her husband Joseph 
at a little town called Bethlehem. 

Mary and Joseph had tried to get a place in 
the inn. An inn, you know, is a house for 
travellers to stay at. There was no room in 
the inn for poor people like Joseph and Mary, 
and so they were obliged to go outside in the 
stables where the animals were. Here it was 
that Jesus was born. Mary had no cradle for 
her babe. She wrapped Him in some long 
clothes, called swaddling clothes, and laid Him 
in a manger, a sort of box which animals eat 
out of. 

When you were a baby you had a nice bed to 
lie on, and everything that would make you 
comfortable. Jesus, although all the world 
was His, and He made everything, was born in 
a stable, and a manger was His bed. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE SHEPHERDS—Luke ii. 

T AM going to tell you about some shepherds. 
-*• Shepherds, you know, take care of slice]). 

In Canaan, the country where Jesus was 
born, there were wild animals which would be 
likely to come at night and kill the sheep. So 
it was needful for the poor sheep to be watched 
and taken care of all through the night. 

This was what the shepherds I am telling you 
of were doing. They were sitting up at night 
watching their flocks. 

I do not know much about these shepherds, 
but I know that they feared God, and their 
hearts were ready to believe what God said to 
them. 

As they were sitting, watching the sheep, 
suddenly they saw a great light all round them, 
and they were very frightened. You know how-
dark it is in the night, and this great light must 
have surprised the shepherds very much. 

What had caused this great light ? It was 
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an angel come from God. The angel had a 
message for the shepherds. God had sent His 
angel to tell these poor shepherds some wonder
ful news. 

The angel said, " Do not be afraid, I come 
to tell you something which is good news for 
you, and good news for all people. This day, 
in the town of Bethlehem, is born a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. You will find the 
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying 
in a manger." 

As soon as the angel had finished speaking, 
the shepherds saw numbers and numbers of 
bright angels. They were all praising God. 

The angels knew what a very wonderful thing 
it was for the Son of God to become a man, to 
be born into this world as a little child. They 
said, " Glory to God in heaven, and on earth 
peace and good will toward men." 

God can only take pleasure in that which is 
quite good and holy like Himself. Now that 
Jesus was born, for the first time there was One 
on the earth who had a heart that liked what 
God liked. Jesus lived on this earth, and 
God always found His pleasure in Him. 

The angels soon went back to heaven. 
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And what about the shepherds ? Their hearts 
were full of the wonderful news they had heard. 
They must go at once to Bethlehem and see this 
Babe. They could not wait until the morning. 
I do not know what the shepherds did with 
their sheep, but I do not wonder that they 
thought little about the sheep as they set off to 
find the One who was the Son of God, although 
He had no better cradle than a manger. 

They went as fast as they could, and when 
they came to the place they found Joseph and 
Mary and the Babe. 

How glad the shepherds were. They had to 
go back to thefr fields again, but they would 
never forget what they had heard, and the One 
whom they had seen. Their hearts were full of 
praise to God, and they did not keep their joy 
a secret, for they told the people they met what 
wonderful things they had seen and heard, and 
these people were astonished. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE WISE MEN—Matt. ii. 

I AM now going to tell you of some other men 
besides the shepherds, who, when they 

knew that Jesus was born, wished very much 
to see Him. These men got their wish. 

I have told you that Jesus was born in the 
little town of Bethlehem, which was in the 
country called Canaan. Canaan was the land 
which God had given to the Israelites or Jews, 
so that the people who lived in the land of 
Canaan were Jews. The Jews were the people 
to whom God had been so very kind. Although 
the Jews had behaved so badly, yet it was 
among these people that God let His Son be 
born. God was still kind to the Jews. 

These men I am going to tell you of were not 
Jews, and did not live in the land of Canaan, 
but in a country a good way off. I do not 
know their names, but they are called the Wise 
Men. I dare say they knew a great deal about 
many things. They were not poor men like 
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the shepherds, but they were like the shepherds 
in one thing—they feared God, and were ready 
to learn more about Him. 

These Wise Men saw a very bright star. 
They felt sure that God had sent the star as a 
sign that the One had come into the world who 
was to be King of the Jews. 

The Wise Men wanted to find that One, so 
that they might worship Him. They knew He 
must be in Canaan, which was the country of 
the Jews, so they set out to find Him. 

I t was a long, troublesome journey, bu t at 
last the Wise Men got to a town in Canaan 
called Jerusalem. Then they began to ask, 
" Where is He that is born king of the Jews ? " 

At this time there was a king in Canaan 
whose name was Herod. He was a wicked 
man. When Herod heard the Wise Men speak 
of Jesus as King of the Jews, he was not at all 
pleased. He did not like to hear of any king 
except himself. 

The Wise Men found out that Jesus was at 
Bethlehem. Herod said to the Wise Men, 
" When you have found this little Child, come 
back and tell me, tha t I, too, may go and 
worship Him." 
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The Wise Men believed that Herod meant 
what he said, and promised to go back and 
tell him. 

But Herod had a most wicked thought in his 
mind. He wanted to find out where Jesus was, 
that he might kill Him. 

But God would take care of His Son. The 
time had not yet come for Jesus to die. 

As the Wise Men started for Bethlehem, they 
saw again the star which they had seen in their 
own country. 

How very glad they were to see that star 
again. The star went before them to Beth
lehem, and it stopped over the house where 
Jesus was. 

The Wise Men went inside, and there they 
saw the Babe with Mary His mother. 

The Wise Men had now got what they want
ed, and their hearts were made happy. They 
fell down before the Babe and worshipped Him. 

The Wise Men had brought some presents 
with them, and now they gave them to Jesus. 
Some gold and some sweet smelling stuff, and 
something else which smelt sweetly when it was 
burned. 

The Wise Men liked to give the best things 
they had to Jesus. 

4 



50 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

Now they had to go back to their home again, 
but their thoughts would still be of Jesus. 

To see Jesus for a little while when He was a 
Babe too young to speak, had made the Wise 
Men happy. What will it be to be for ever with 
Him in His own bright home in heaven ? There 
to see His face and hear His voice, whose love 
led Him to suffer for poor sinners, that He 
might have them with Himself for ever. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

THE BABES OF BETHLEHEM—Matt. ii. 

GOD spoke to the Wise Men in a dream, 
and told them not to go back to their 

own country the way they had come, but to go 
back another way. 

The Wise Men did as God told them. 
After they were gone, God spoke to Joseph 

in a dream, and told him to take the Babe and 
Mary and go into another country, as Herod 
the king would try to kill the Babe. 

Joseph did as God told him, and very soon 
Jesus was far away, quite out of wicked 
Herod's reach. 
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Herod waited some time for the Wise Men 
to come and tell him where Jesus was, and 
when he found they did not come, he was very 
angry. I do not think Herod knew that Jesus 
was the Son of God, but Herod was a king, and 
he did not like to hear of another being called 
a king. Herod was proud. It is dreadful when 
such bad feelings are allowed in the heart. It 
always leads to bad actions. You will remember 
how Cain let the angry feeling go on in his 
heart, and at last he killed his brother. When 
you find such naughty feelings in your heart, 
the only way is to go to God at once and tell 
Him all about it, and He will be sure to help 
you. You may do this although you are only 
a little child. 

Herod did not turn to God, he only thought 
about getting his own way. He was determined 
that Jesus should be killed. As he did not 
know in which house to find Jesus, he sent 
some men to kill all the babies in Bethlehem. 
And this was really done. The poor little 
babies were snatched out of their mothers' 
arms, and killed before their mothers' eyes. 
Oh ! how full of grief the mothers were, and how 
they wept for their dear little ones ! 
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Was Jesus killed ? Oh, no. You remember 
He was far away in the country where God had 
told Joseph to take Him. God took care of 
Jesus, so that no harm could happen to Him, 
whatever the wicked king might mean to do. 
God takes care of people now. Have you ever 
thought that God can take care of you even if 
wicked people much stronger than you wanted 
to do you harm ? 

Soon after this Herod died. Then God spoke 
to Joseph in a dream again, and told him to 
go back to the land of Canaan. Joseph did 
not go to Bethlehem again, but went and lived 
in another town called Nazareth. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS—Luke ii. 41-52. 

GOD has not told us much about the life of 
Jesus when He was a child. We know 

He lived quietly with Mary and Joseph, and 
was always obedient to them. 

Did you ever think that Jesus was once just 
your age ? He knows what it is to be a child, 



THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS. 53 

and what a child's feelings are, although He is 
no longer on earth, but is in heaven. 

Mary and Joseph used to go to a town called 
Jerusalem every year. Here they used to keep 
a Feast which God had told the Jews to keep 
every year. When Jesus was twelve years old 
He went up to Jerusalem with them. After 
the Feast, as they were on their way home 
again, Mary and Joseph found that Jesus was 
not with them. They tried to find Him 
amongst their friends, but they could not, and 
so they went back to Jerusalem. They went to 
the Temple. 

Now the Temple was a large building which 
God had allowed the Jews to build for Him to 
dwell in, and so it was sometimes called the 
House of God. People used to go to the 
Temple to worship. There is no Temple now; 
it was destroyed a long time ago. In those 
days people used to worship God by doing 
certain things which God had told them to do, 
but now God has sent down His Holy Spirit to 
be in the hearts of His people, and the wav to 
worship God is in the heart. It is only those 
who have the Spirit of God in their hearts who 
can really worship Him. 
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Mary and Joseph found that Jesus was in the 
Temple. He was sitting with men who had 
learned a great deal of what God has said in the 
part of the Bible which was written then. 
These men were called teachers, because they 
used to teach others. Jesus was hearing them 
speak about God, and He asked these teachers 
questions. 

The people who were standing by and heard 
Jesus were much surprised at the questions 
which Jesus asked, and at the way in which He 
answered the teachers. 

Mary said to Jesus, " Son, why have You 
done this ? We have been quite troubled 
because we could not find You." 

Jesus answered Mary, and said to her, " Do 
you not know that I must be about My Father's 
business ? " 

What did Jesus mean ? He knew that He 
had come into the world to do the will of God 
the Father, and this was what Jesus was think
ing of, although He was then only twelve years 
old. 

Jesus was always thinking about God His 
Father when He was a child. 

After this Jesus went home with His parents, 
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and was always obedient to them, because He 
knew that it was pleasing to God His Father 
for Him to do as Joseph and Mary told Him. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST—Luke hi. 

THERE was a man whose name was John 
the Baptist. John had feared God 

when he was quite little. He lived in a lonely 
place, where there were no houses and no 
people ; it was called the wilderness. 

In the wilderness John could think about 
God without being disturbed. 

You have often been told that God is holy. 
This means that He cannot bear sin. You may 
sometimes do or say a naughty thing when 
your mother is in the room, but no sin or evil 
thing can ever be for a moment in God's 
presence. He is so holy. 

John could not be so much with God without 
feeling what a very dreadful thing sin is. John 
knew that the people were going on with their 
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naughty ways, and not caring to know what 
God thought about their doings. 

At last God told John to begin to preach to 
the people. He did not preach in a church or 
a chapel or a meeting-room. John preached in 
the open air. What did John preach about ? 
What was his heart full of ? John had learnt 
from God that Jesus would soon be preaching 
to the people, and John felt the people would 
not listen to Jesus, and receive Him as their 
Icing, while they were going on with such sinfxd 
ways, and this is what he preached about. He 
told them how God hated the wrong things 
they were doing, and how a fearful punishment 
must come upon them if they did not turn from 
their sins. John was very much in earnest ; 
he felt what an awful thing it was for people 
who had heard of God to be living as though 
His eye was not on them. 

I t was a strange sight to see this man dressed 
in coarse clothes, and speaking so earnestly. 
Numbers of people went to hear him, wonder
ing what it was all about. 

As they listened to the preaching, there were 
some who began to feel that what John said 
was true. The more they listened, the more 
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one and another of the people felt, " Yes, 
it is quite true ; I have been doing so many 
naughty things, and God has seen them a l l ; 
He knows just how bad I am. What shall I 
do ? What shall I do ? " 

These people went to John and said, " What 
shall we do ? " 

John told them they must leave off their 
naughty ways. They had not all been doing the 
same kind of bad things. Some had been un
kind to others ; some had cheated ; and there 
were others who had been discontented. There 
are no two persons who have done exactly the 
same naughty things. I do not know what 
naughty things you have done ; God does. 

I t made these people very unhappy to find 
out what sinners they were ; but it was a good 
thing for them to find out the t ru th about them
selves. There are a great many who will not 
believe the t ruth about themselves all their 
lives, and then there is no hope for them ; they 
must be lost for ever. God does forgive sinners, 
and take them to His bright home ; but God 
cannot forgive those who go on in their sins as 
if they did not matter. Such persons must 
perish. 



58 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

[There was some water near the place where 
John was preaching. In this water John 
baptized these people who came to him and 
confessed what bad tilings they had done. 

By this time Jesus was no longer a child. 
He had grown up to be a man, Jesus heard 
John preaching, and He knew all about the 
people who were really sorry for their sins. 
Jesus was glad to see these people owning they 
were bad, because it was the truth. As John 
was baptizing them in the water, Jesus went 
with them. Jesus did not need to be bap
tized ; He had done no sin. No, but He liked 
to go with these poor people who had only 
done bad things, because they spoke the truth, 
and did not try to make excuses. 

When Jesus came to John to be baptized, 
John said to Him, " I need to be baptized by 
you, why do you come to me ? " 

Jesus said, " Let it be so now." Then Jesus 
went down into the water with John. 

After John had baptized Jesus, as He was 
coming up out of the water, the heavens opened, 
and John saw a wonderful sight. The Spirit of 
God came down from heaven in the shape of a 
dove, and rested upon Jesus. At the same 
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time, God spoke from heaven and said, " This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

God could delight in Jesus, for He was the 
holy One. 

The people John was baptizing were bad, but 
yet Jesus liked to go with them because they 
spoke the t ruth. How very, very kind of Him ! 

If a little child found out it was sinful, and 
had done bad things, it is true it could not 
change the naughty heart within, but that child 
could speak the t ru th about the wrong things it 
had done, instead of trying to make excuses. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

T H E TEMPTATION—Luke iv. 1-13. 

A / O U will remember when God placed Adam 
J- and Eve in the garden of Eden, how 

Satan at once set to work to make them wicked. 
Satan found it quite easy to get Eve to listen 

to him and to disobey God. Adam, too, ate 
of the fruit which Eve gave him. This was just 
what Satan wanted; he always takes pleasure 
in seeing people disobey God. 
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Satan knows everything that happens in this 
world. Satan thought he would try to per
suade Jesus to do something which would not 
be pleasing to His Father. 

Jesus had been in the wilderness for forty 
days ; all that time He had nothing to eat, and 
at the end of forty days He was hungry. 

Satan knew that Jesus was hungry, and so 
he came and said to Him, " If You arc the Son 
of God, turn these stones into bread." 

Could Jesus have done this ? Oh yes, for, as 
you know, it was Jesus who had created this 
world. But all the time He was in this world 
He trusted His Father for everything. Jesus 
had many things to suffer besides being hungry, 
but He never did anything to make things 
easier or more comfortable for Himself. 

Jesus said to Satan, " It is written in the 
Bible that it is not only bread which keeps man 
alive, but God's word." 

Satan thought he would try another way of 
tempting Jesus, so he took Him up into a high 
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and the beautiful things in them in a 
moment of time. 

There is a day coming when God means the 
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Lord Jesus to reign over all the kingdoms of 
the earth, but Jesus had first to suffer and to 
die. Now when Satan showed all these things 
to Jesus it was like saying, " If You take these 
things from me and worship me, You can have 
them now, and be spared all the sorrow and 
the suffering which You are to endure." 

Would Jesus take anything from Satan ? 
No, He would not listen to such a thing for a 
moment. He chose to go through all the suf
fering, and wait His Father's time to have the 
kingdoms of this world. 

Jesus said to Satan, " It is written, ' Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.' " 

There was just one thing more which Satan 
would try. The Temple at Jerusalem was a 
very large building. Satan brought Jesus to 
a very high place on the top of the Temple. 
Satan said, " Throw Yourself down to the 
bottom ; God will be sure to take care of You, 
for He has promised to do so." 

Had Jesus listened to Satan and cast Him
self down from that great height, He would not 
have been hurt ; but Jesus well knew His Father 
would always take care of Him. Jesus trusted 
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His Father without waiting for some wonderful 
thing to happen to show that He would be kept 
from harm. To want a wonderful thing to 
happen to make a person feel quite sure that 
God will care for him, is called tempting God. 

Jesus said to Satan, " Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God." 

So Satan had to go away. He had found it 
very easy to get Eve to listen to him in the 
garden of Eden, but with all his power he 
could not get Jesus to do anything which His 
Father had not told Him to do. 

How different was Jesus from any other man. 
He always pleased the Father, and was ready 
to surfer anything rather than not do the will 
of God. 

CHAPTER XX. 

THE DISCIPLES. 

IT is wonderful to think that all the time 
Jesus was on earth everything He did was 

what the Father wished Him to do, and He 
did nothing else ; everything that Jesus said 
was what the Father wished Him to say, and 
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He said nothing else. He always pleased the 
Father. 

God has not told us what things Jesus did 
during many years of His life, only we know 
that He perfectly pleased Him in everything 
while He was living quietly in the little town 
where His mother Mary lived. 

At last the time came when it was the 
Father's will that Jesus should go about to 
different places and preach to people, and 
besides this, He should do many wonderful 
things, so that people might have no excuse for 
not believing Him to be the Son of God. 

God has told us a great deal about this—the 
last part of the life of Jesus, and I am sure you 
will very much like to hear what He preached 
to the people about, and the wonderful things 
which He did. 

Jesus was always so gentle and kind to the 
poor and the sick, He even took notice of little 
children, and He never sent away anybody who 
came to Him in trouble. 

Jesus did not always go about alone. He 
chose twelve men to be with Him. These men 
were His disciples. How much they must have 
liked to be with Jesus ! They were with Him 
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when He preached to the people, and when 
they were alone with Him they used often to 
ask Him questions. 

I will not tell you the names oi all the 
disciples, as you would not be able to remember 
them ; but I will tell you the names of some, 
and of the way in which they were called to 
follow Jesus. 

*Jesus was one day.walking by the sea-side 
when He saw two brothers casting a net into 
the sea ; their names were Andrew and Peter. 
Jesus said to them, " Follow Me." At once 
they left their boat and net, and followed 
Jesus. 

A little farther on there were two more 
brothers, James and John ; they were in a boat 
with their father mending their fishing nets. 
Jesus said to them, " Follow Me," and they 
directly left their father, their boat, and their 
nets, and followed Jesus. 

tAnother time as Jesus was walking He saw 
a man named Matthew sitting at his business. 
Jesus said to Matthew, " Follow Me." Then 
Matthew got up, left his business, and followed 
Jesus. 

* Matt. iv. 18-22. f Matt. ix. 9 
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There was another man named Philip. 
Jesus found him out and said to him, " Follow 
Me," and Philip followed Jesus. 

How happy it was for these disciples to 
follow Jesus. You see they did not any of 
them wait for Jesus to call them a second time, 
or perhaps they might never have become the 
disciples of Jesus. No, they all came directly 
they heard the voice of Jesus calling them. 
They all left their business, their friends, or 
whatever they had, and followed Jesus. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

THE FIRST MIRACLE—John ii. 

T AM now going to tell you of the first 
*• miracle or wonder which Jesus did. 

You know that if anybody can do a wonder
ful thing how glad they are to do it. Now the 
Lord Jesus could always do everything, be
cause He was the Son of God, and yet He 
passed the greater part of His life without doing 
any wonder at all. But now the time had 
come when it was His Father's will that Jesus 

* John i. 43. 
5 
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should begin to do wonders. Many people 
would like to do wonders so that others might 
praise them, but Jesus never wanted this. What 
Jesus cared about was to please His Father. 

Jesus was asked to go to a marriage feast, 
and His disciples were asked too. Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was also there. 

The feast was not over when it was found 
that there was not enough wine. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, said to Him, 
" They have no wine." 

Then Mary said to the servants of the house, 
" Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." 

It was the custom of the Jews to have large 
stone jars for holding water. Near where Jesus 
was there were six of these large stone jars ; 
each would hold enough water for a good-sized 
bath. 

Jesus said to the servants, " Fill those water-
pots with water up to the brim." 

The servants did as Jesus told them. 
Then Jesus said, " Take some out, and give it 

to the master of the feast." 
The servant did so, and the master tasted it, 

but it was not water, it was wine. Jesus had 
turned the water into wine. 
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When the master of the feast had tasted the 
water tha t was made wine, he thought what 
very good wine it was. He was surprised and 
said, " Most people give the best wine at the 
beginning of the feast, and afterwards what is 
not so good, but this wine which has come at 
the end of the feast is much better than what 
we have had before." 

I am not sure whether the master of the 
feast found out that it was Jesus who had 
turned the water into wine, but the servants 
who filled the waterpots knew, and so did Mary 
and the disciples. After this the disciples knew 
more of what a wonderful person Jesus was. 

CHAPTER X X I I . 

T H E DRAUGHT OF FISHES—Luke v. 

J ESUS used sometimes to stand on a high 
hill and preach to the people who stood 

all round Him. Sometimes He would get 
into a boat, and the boat was pushed a little 
way from the land. Then the people would 
stand on the shore while they listened to Him. 
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John had preached to the people about their 
sins ; Jesus, too, spoke to them of their sins, 
because no one can really understand the words 
of God who can go on doing wrong things as 
if sin did not matter. Jesus had also many 
things to tell the people which John did not 
preach about. 

I am sure it was God who gave John the 
message to the people about their sins, but 
when Jesus preached, every word He spoke 
was the word of God. How different must the 
preaching of Jesus have been from any other 
preaching. The people who heard Him preach 
were obliged to say, " Never man spake like 
this Man." 

One day Jesus was preaching by the seaside, 
and the people crowded round Him to listen. 
There were some boats on the shore. One of 
these boats belonged to Peter. Jesus got into 
it, and Peter pushed it a little way from the 
land. Then Jesus went on teaching the people. 

After Jesus had finished speaking to the 
people, He said to Peter, " Let the boat go into 
the deep water, and then let down your nets 
into the sea to catch some fish." 

Peter said, " Master, we have been trying all 
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night to catch fish, and have not been able to 
take any." Fishermen generally go out in their 
boats to fish at night, as that is much the best 
time to catch fish. If they cannot catch fish 
at night, when it is dark and all is quiet, they 
are quite sure it is no use to try in the day-time. 

What would Peter do ? After he had told 
Jesus how he had tried all night to catch fish 
without taking any, Peter went on to say to 
Jesus, " Nevertheless at Thy word I will let 
down the net ." 

Are you not glad that Peter was ready to do 
what Jesus told him, although it did not seem 
likely that he should find any fish ? We have 
just been saying that every word which Jesus 
spoke was the word of God. How sad' it 
would have been if Peter had not been obedient 
to the word of God ! 

The net was let down, and as Peter and those 
with him were drawing it up again they drew 
up so many fishes that the net was breaking. 
So they called to James and John, who were in 
another boat, and they quite filled both the 
boats with fishes, there were so many. 

This was a miracle, and James and John 
were much astonished as well as Peter. 
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Peter felt how very wonderful and great was 
the power of Jesus, who could do all things, and 
then he thought of himself—just a poor fisher
man, with a wicked heart, who had done and 
said and thought all sorts of bad things. Peter 
thought of all this, and he felt he was much too 
bad to be so near Jesus. Peter fell down at 
Jesus' feet and said, " Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord." 

Would Jesus go away from Peter ? Oh ! no, 
indeed He would not. Jesus loved Peter, 
although it was quite true that he was a sinful 
man. Jesus said to Peter, " Fear not." 

Peter was learning something more about 
the Lord, and all who do this are sure to learn 
something else at the same time. What is this 
something else ? It is that the heart within is 
a naughty heart. 

Suppose for a moment you are sitting on a 
soft comfortable chair in a dark room. You 
may think what a nice room you are in. Some 
one comes in and opens the shutters, and draws 
up the blind, so that the light comes in. Then, 
to your horror, you see the room is not only 
untidy, but there is dust and dirt all around 
and on everything ; spiders and creeping things 
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all about ; yes, on the very chair on which you 
sit. You no longer think this is a very nice 
room, but you are quite disgusted with it. 

Jesus is the true light, and He shines into 
the hearts of those who know Him. They then 
find many more evil things in their own hearts 
than they expected to find ; yet, too, the good
ness which is found in Jesus is much greater 
than could have been thought of. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT— 

Matt, v., vi., vii. 

YOU will, I know, like to hear something 
of what Jesus used to say to the people 

when He taught them. 
One day when great numbers of people had 

come to hear Him, Jesus went up into a moun
tain, and the people stood all round where they 
could hear Him. 

Jesus told them what sort of people were 
really happy or blessed. Some people, and 
children as well, think those must be happy 
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who can have all they want. But it is not 
really so. Jesus said : Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, Blessed are the meek, Blessed are those 
who are in sorrow, Blessed are those who very 
much desire what is right. 
. Are you surprised that Jesus called such 

people blessed ? Well, it was the meek and 
the sorrowful who liked to listen and to be near 
Jesus when He was on earth ; and that was 
blessed, was it not ? 

Jesus taught how very wrong it was to be 
angry with a brother without a right reason for 
it. 

Jesus said that although to do right might 
not be always easy, how much better it was to 
suffer a little bit now, than, by and by, to be 
cast into hell fire there to be tormented for ever. 

Jesus said that if any one was unkind, it was 
not right to be unkind back again ; but to love 
even one's enemies. 

Jesus said how wrong it is to say and do 
things in order to make others think well of us. 
Prayer should be in secret to God. If any one 
wanted to do a kind action, it should be to 
please God, and not to get praised. 

Jesus told the people that God, who cares 
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even for the little birds, would surely take care 
of them, so tha t they need not want to be rich 
and have a great many things stored up. What 
they did need to care about was to seek the 
things of God. 

Jesus said how ready God is to give good 
things to those who ask Him for them—to 
those who really want them. 

The Bible tells us a great many more things 
which Jesus said to the people, but which I 
cannot tell you now. However, there is just 
one thing more which I will tell you about. 

I t is a sort of little story which Jesus told the 
people, to help them to understand His mean
ing. There were a great many people listening 
to Jesus. I daresay they all liked to hear Him 
speak, but very many would go away and soon 
forget what they had heard. Some, however, 
although I am afraid they would not be many, 
would remember Jesus' words, think of them 
often, and t ry to be obedient to them. 

Jesus said the people who heard His words 
and did them were like a wise man who built 
his house upon a rock. A rock, you know, is 
very hard and firm. I t would be hard work to 
build on it, but a house built upon a rock would 
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be a very strong and safe house to live in. 
Jesus said that when the rain poured down and 
floods of waters came, and the winds blew, the 
house would not fall down, but it would be 
quite safe, because it was built upon a rock. 

The people who heard His words and did not 
do them, these people, Jesus said, were like a 
foolish man who built his house upon the sand. 
You know how soft and easy to dig the sand is ; 
perhaps you have been to the seaside and 
played with it yourself. As soon as the rain 
and the floods and the wind came, what would 
be sure to happen to this house ? Why, it 
would certainly fall and be utterly destroyed. 

Jesus is not on earth to preach to people now, 
but all those who hear about Him are either 
like the wise man or the foolish man. If Jesus 
speaks to us, and tells us what things are 
pleasing to Him, it is that we may do them. 



MIRACLES OF HEALING. 7.5 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

MIRACLES OF H E A L I N G — J o h n iv. 46 ; 

Luke vii. 2. 

J ESUS not only preached to the people, but 
He did many miracles. 

Miracles are wonderful things. Men have 
sometimes done miracles when God has given 
the power to do them, but Jesus could do 
miracles by His own power, because He is the 
Son of God. Yet He never worked a miracle 
except when it was His Father 's will for Him 
to do it. 

One sort of miracle which the Lord did was 
to cure sick people. Jesus was always sorry 
for people who were sick or in trouble, and how
ever tired He might be, He never sent away 
any who came to Him. 

You will not be surprised to hear that many 
poor sick people came, or were brought by their 
friends to Jesus. In that country it is very hot 
in the middle of the day. So in the evening 
when the sun was setting, the sick ones came to 
Jesus, and He laid His hands on them and 
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healed them, every one. The poorest and the 
most miserable might come to Jesus. He was 
always kind and gentle to them, and never 
frightened them away. 

I t was generally poor people who listened to 
the words of Jesus, and who came to Him in 
their sickness and their sorrows. Rich people 
are often proud and do not like to ask help of 
another, especially a poor man, and Jesus was a 
poor man. He had no large house or grand 
things. 

But there were a few rich people who came 
to Jesus, and I will now tell you about two of 
these. 

There was a nobleman, whose son was very 
ill indeed. This nobleman heard that Jesus was 
not far off. So lie went to Jesus and begged 
Him to come to his house and heal his son. 

Jesus said, " But you will not believe that I 
can do wonders unless you see them." 

The nobleman said to Jesus, " Sir, come 
down before my child dies." 

This rich man knew his child was very ill, 
and he felt sure that none but Jesus could save 
him from death. 

Jesus was pleased to heal sick people, but He 
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was still more pleased when He found any who 
really believed in His power and His word, 
jesus said to the nobleman, " Go thy way, thy 
son liveth." 

The Lord did not need to go to the noble
man's house. He could heal his son while at a 
distance from him by just saying a word. 

The nobleman believed the word which Jesus 
had said. He did not wait to see if his son was 
better and then believe it was Jesus who had 
made him well, but he believed at once when 
Jesus spoke. Now he could go home quietly, 
he knew he had got what he wanted. 

Before the nobleman reached his house, his 
servants came to meet him and said, " Thy son 
liveth." The father asked them at what hour 
his son began to get well, and when the servants 
told him, the father knew it was just the time 
when Jesus had said, " Thy son liveth." 

When the nobleman got to his home, he told 
everyone what Jesus had said, and all those 
in the house believed as well as the nobleman. 

There was another rich man who was an 
officer. This officer had a servant whom he 
loved very much. The servant was taken ill, 
and it was thought he would die. 
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This officer was not one of the Jews, hut I am 
sure that he feared God. He had been very 
kind to the Jews. The officer had heard of 
Jesus, and he believed tha t Jesus could heal his 
servant, but as he was not a Jew, lie did not 
quite like to ask Jesus to do this. 

The officer asked some of the Jews to go to 
Jesus, and beg ' him to come and heal his 
servant. 

Jesus went with these Jews, and as they got 
near the officer's house, the officer sent some of 
his friends to meet Jesus and to tell Him that he 
felt he did not deserve that Jesus should come 
into his house, but that if Jesus would speak 
the word, he knew his servant would be healed. 

I do not think any one had ever sent such a 
message as this to the Lord before. Many poor 
people had come to him and got healed, but 
here was a rich man who did not think himself 
worthy for Jesus to come into his house, and 
who felt sure that Jesus could heal his servant 
without doing so, but by only saying the word. 

Jesus turned round to the people who were 
with him and said, " I have not found among 
the Jews such faith as the officer has in Me." 

The officer's servant was healed the same 
hour. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

MIRACLES OF HEALING.—II. 

Mark i. 40 ; John v. 2 ; Mark ii. 1. 

I T AVE you ever heard of a very bad disease 
-*• J- called leprosy ? Those who have this 
disease are called lepers. Tiiere are not any 
lepers in England, but in some countries there 
are lepers. In the land of Canaan there were 
lepers. 

The disease began by a sore place coming, 
which spread over the body, so that lepers were 
dreadful to look at. Sometimes the ends of 
their fingers or their toes became so diseased 
that they dropped off. No one might touch a 
leper. They were not allowed to live with 
other people, but had to be outside the town by 
themselves. 

Do you not think this was a terrible disease ? 
But worse than all, no medicine or doctor could 
cure the poor leper ; he must go on suffering, 
getting gradually worse, until the day of his 
death came. 
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One day after Jesus had been preaching, a 
poor leper came and knelt down before Him 
and said, " Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst 
make me well." 

The leper believed that Jesus con1 . make 
him well, although no doctor could cio so, but 
he was not quite sure whether Jesus would be 
willing to heal him. 

Do you think Jesus would heal this poor 
leper ? 

The Lord has indeed a kind and tender 
heart, and when he saw the poor leper in this 
dreadful state—for the poor man had the 
disease very badly—the heart of Jesus was full 
of pity for him. Jesus did what no one else 
could have done, He put out His hand and 
touched the poor leper. Then Jesus said to 
him, " I will, be thou clean," and at once the 
man was made well. 

The leper had said to Jesus, " If Thou wilt, 
Thou canst." Jesus had said, " I will." 

Jesus sent the poor man away quite well. 
How very thankful he must have been to be 
well again. Wherever he went this man who 
had been a leper spoke of the wonderful way in 
which he had been made well by Jesus. 
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There was at Jerusalem a pool of water. At 
certain times an angel would come and trouble 
the water, and the first person who stepped 
into the water after the angel had done this, 
was cured of whatever disease he had. Near 
this pool there were five porches, and in these 
porches there were a great many sick people. 
I suppose each hoped to be the first to step 
into the water, after the angel had gone, but 
only one was healed at a time. 

There was a poor sick man lying there who 
had been ill for thirty-eight years. Is not that 
a long time to be ill ? Jesus saw this poor 
man, and Jesus, who knows everything, knew 
all about him and the long time he had been ill. 

Jesus said to him, " Would you like to be 
made well ? " 

The man answered, " Sir, I have no man to 
put me into the pool when the water is 
troubled, and so each time some one else has 
got in before me." 

Jesus said to the man, " Rise, take up thy 
bed and walk." At once this poor man who 
had been ill for so many years was able to get 
up and walk about, and even to carry his bed 
as Jesus had said to him. How very glad he 

6 
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must have been to be well again. He had not 
even asked Jesus to make him well, for he did 
not know that it was Jesus who had cured 
him. 

Some time after Jesus found this poor man 
in the temple. 

Jesus said to him, " Mind you do not go on 
in sin, or something worse than your illness 
may come to you." 

Then the man knew that it was Jesus who 
had made him well, and he went and told the 
Jews so. 

Once, while Jesus was staying at a house, a 
great many people came to hear Him, and 
Jesus preached to them. So many people 
came that there was not room for them in the 
house, and some had to stand outside. 

While Jesus was preaching, a sick man was 
brought to the house. This man had a very 
bad illness, so that he could not use either his 
feet or his hands. He was carried by four of 
his friends. When these four men found that 
they really could not get near to Jesus because 
so many people were pressing round Him, they 
did not go away in despair. People are not 
very much in earnest who give up at the first 
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difficulty. What do you think these men did ? 
They took off some of the roof of the house in 
which Jesus was, and in some way let the sick 
man down through the hole they had made, so 
that he came close to where Jesus was. 

Jesus was pleased to see how earnest these 
four men were, and what pains they took to 
bring their sick friend to Him. He said to the 
sick man, " Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." 

How surprised every one was to hear Jesus 
say this. The man had not been brought to 
Jesus that his sins might be forgiven, but that 
his body might be healed. Which do you 
think was the greater blessing—sins forgiven, 
or body healed ? 

Some of the people who heard Jesus say this 
were not pleased ; they said; " Who can forgive 
sins but God ? " 

Jesus knew the thoughts which were passing 
in the minds of these people, and He said, " Is 
it easier to say, ' Thy sins be forgiven thee, ' 
or to say, ' Arise, take up thy bed and walk ' ? 
But you shall know that I have power to 
forgive sins." 

Then Jesus turned to the sick man and said 
to him, " Arise, take up thy bed and walk." 
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At once the sick man was quite well; lie got 
up and carried his bed, and went home. All 
the people saw it and they were greatly 
astonished, and said, " We never saw such 
things before." 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

PARABLES—Matt. xiii. 

"\ 7ERY likely you do not quite know what is 
* meant by a parable. Do you see these 

two lines ? 

A parable is something like these two lines, 
only instead of having them both flat as they 
are on this paper, it would be better to have 
one placed above the other. The line on the 
top is the story, the line underneath is the 
meaning to the story. 

The Lord used often to speak to the people 
in parables. I am sure it must have been nice 
to listen to the story, but it must have been 
very much better when the meaning was under
stood. 
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Jesus was one day in a little boat near the 
shore speaking to numbers of people. He was 
speaking to them in parables. This is what 
Jesus said to them. 

A man went out to sow some seed. Some 
of the seed which he sowed, fell by the side of 
the path, and very soon birds came and picked 
up those seeds and ate them. 

Some of the seeds fell among stones. These 
seeds soon began to grow, but as there was not 
much earth, the roots did not grow. When the 
sun came out, they were soon dried up and 
quite withered away. Plants cannot live in 
the ground without a root. If you picked a 
daisy and stuck it in the ground it would soon 
wither when the sun came out, while the other 
daisies which had roots would be looking fresh 
and pretty. 

Some of the seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprang up and choked them. 

But some of the seed fell on good ground 
and brought forth fruit. All the seed that fell 
on good ground brought forth some fruit, bu t 
some of the seed brought forth much fruit and 
some less fruit. 

Jesus explained this parable to His disciples. 
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He told them that the seed is the word of God, 
which is sown in the hearts of those who hear 
it. The seed sown by the wayside is when 
any one listens to the word of God, and then 
directly afterwards Satan comes and snatches 
it out of the heart—makes the one who has 
listened forget all about it. 

The seed sown in stony places is where a per
son or child listens to the word and likes to hear 
it, and thinks about it for a little while ; but 
when it becomes difficult to do as the word of 
God says, or perhaps some companion who 
does not fear God, laughs, then that person or 
child turns away from what is right, and goes on 
just as if the word had never been listened to. 

The seed sown among thorns is like those 
who listen to the word of God. but instead of 
thinking more about God's word than anything 
else, they think a good deal about their pleasure 
or their duties, perhaps even their lessons ; and 
so little by little they think less and less about 
God's word, and at last it becomes quite choked. 

Now we come to the seed sown on good 
ground. This -was the only ground which 
brought forth any fruit at all. All the seed 
sown on good ground brought forth fruit, but 
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all did not bring forth the same quanti ty of 
fruit. What is the good ground ? I will try 
to explain to you. The Lord says that the 
good ground is a heart tha t is honest and good. 
To be honest is the same as being truthful. I t 
is being ready to confess sin, instead of wanting 
to cover it up. When God's light comes into 
the heart, it makes it honest and truthful. 
Peter had an honest and good heart, when he 
said to Jesus, " I am a sinful man, O Lord." 
An honest and good heart not only hears the 
word of God, but really desires to do what it 
says, and so it brings forth fruit which is 
pleasing to God. 

CHAPTER X X V I I . 

T H E STORM—Mark iv. 

ON E evening after Jesus had been teaching 
the people all day, He said to His 

disciples, " Let us get into a boat and go to the 
other side." So Jesus got into a boat with His 
disciples. 

After a little while the wind began to blow 
very hard, and the waves went higher and 
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higher. At last it became a great storm, and 
the water came into the boat, which was tossed 
up and down on the top of the waves. 

A storm at sea is a fearful thing. The 
disciples were very much frightened, they quite 
thought they should be drowned. 

Was Jesus frightened ? Oh no, Jesus was 
never frightened, because He always trusted in 
God, His Father. Jesus had been teaching all 
day, and now He was lying asleep on a pillow. 
People cannot sleep when they are frightened, 
but Jesus had nothing to fear, and the disciples 
need not have been frightened since Jesus was 
with them. I suppose the reason why the 
disciples were so terribly frightened was because 
they did not know Him well enough. They did 
not quite understand that He could do all 
things. 

The poor frightened disciples came to the 
Lord and awoke Him from His sleep. They 
said to Him, " Master, we shall be drowned ; 
do You not care for us ? " 

Then Jesus got up and said to the sea, 
" Peace, be still," and He said to the wind, 
" Be still." 

No sooner had the Lord spoken than the sea 
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was quiet and the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. 

If you or I, or anybody else, were to speak to 
the wind and the sea it would make no differ
ence, bu t the wind and the sea obey the voice 
of Jesus. 

When the Lord had stilled the storm He 
turned to His disciples and said to them, " Why 
were you so frightened ? Why did you not 
have faith ? " 

The disciples had not trusted Jesus, and 
they had not trusted God either. They might 
have been quite sure that God would not allow 
the boat in which His beloved Son was to be 
upset, or go to the bottom of the sea. 

The disciples wondered very much at this 
miracle which Jesus had done, and they said to 
one another, " Wrhat manner of Man is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey Him ? " 

CHAPTER XXVII I . 

JAIRUS 'S DAUGHTER—Mark v. 

ON E clay a man whose name was Jairus 
came to Jesus, and fell at His feet. 

Jairus was in great trouble ; his only little girl 
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was very ill—dying. J aims begged the Lord 
to go with him to his house and heal his little 
girl. He said he knew that if Jesus would only 
put His hand upon her she would live. 

Jesus went with J aims, and a great many 
people who were with Jesus went too. 

And now, in the middle of this story, comes 
another story about a poor woman. 

This poor woman had had a bad disease for 
twelve years. She had spent all her money, in 
going to one doctor after another. These 
doctors had tried to make her better, but 
instead of tha t she got worse. 

This poor woman had heard of Jesus, and 
now she saw Him as He was going to the house 
of Jairus. There were a great many people with 
Jesus, so that it was like a crowd moving along. 

I think this poor sick woman was rather a 
timid person. How could she go to Jesus and 
tell Him about herself with all those people 
round, and yet if she did not go to Jesus now, 
how could she tell tha t she would ever be able 
to do so another time ? 

I will tell you what this woman did. She 
felt quite sure tha t Jesus could heal her, and 
that He would be willing to heal her, so she 
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said to herself, " If I can get near enough to 
touch Jesus, or even to touch the hem of His 
clothes, tha t will be enough to heal me." 

She made her way through the crowd until 
she got just behind Jesus, and then she put out 
her hand and touched the hem of His clothes. 
At once she felt quite well. She knew that she 
was healed, and that it was because she had 
touched Jesus. No one saw her do this ; no 
one thought about her. 

Did Jesus know ? Yes, Jesus knew all 
about this poor timid woman, and what she 
had done. He turned round and said, " Who 
touched My clothes ? " 

The people were very much surprised to hear 
Jesus say this, and Peter said to Jesus, 
" Master, the people are crowding all round 
you ; what is it that you mean by saying, 
' Who touched Me ? ' " 

Yes, there were many people all around the 
Lord Jesus, touching Him on every side ; bu t 
there was one whose touch was very different 
from all the rest. 

The poor woman heard what Jesus said ; 
she felt He knew all about her, and tha t she 
could no longer hide herself; so, although she 
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trembled all over, she came and fell down 
before Jesus and told Him all the truth, all 
about herself, and what she had done, and why 
she had done it. 

Jesus spoke so kindly and gently to her. He 
said, " Daughter, your faith has made you well, 
go in peace, and be quite well." 

Jus t then a messenger from the house of 
Jairus came up and said, " Thy daughter is, 
dead, it is no use to trouble the Master any 
more." 

Jesus had often made sick people well, but 
could He bring dead people to life again ? 

Jesus turned to Jairus, who, I expect, felt 
very sad at this news, and said, " Do not be 
afraid, only believe." 

At last they came to the house. Jesus would 
only let Peter, James, and John go in with Him. 

There were a great many people inside the 
liouse weeping and mourning very loudly. 
Jesus said to them, " Why do you cry so much ? 
The little girl is not dead, she is only sleeping." 
Jesus spoke of her death as sleep, because He 
knew He would very soon bring her to life 
again. But these people did not understand, 
and they laughed at Jesus. How wicked ! 
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Jesus put them all outside, and only the 
father and mother of the little girl, and Peter, 
James, and John were left. They went into 
the room where this child was lying dead upon 
the bed. Jesus went up to the bed, and took 
her by the hand and said, " Little girl, I say 
unto you, arise." 

The little girl heard the voice of Jesus, 
although she was dead ; she got up at once 
and walked. 

Jesus said to the parents, " Give her some
thing to eat ." 

The father had believed that J esus could heal 
his little girl when she was ill, but it was a far 
more wonderful thing to bring her to life again 
after she had died. 

CHAPTER X X I X . 

F E E D I N G THE MULTITUDE—Mark vi. 

O O M E T I M E S Jesus would send out His 
^ disciples into the towns and villages to 
preach, and then they would come back and 
tell Him what they had done, and what they 
had taught . 
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Once when the disciples had just come back 
to the Lord there were still so many people who 
kept coming to hear the preaching that neither 
Jesus nor His disciples had time to eat. Jesus 
thought of His tired disciples, and He said to 
them, " Come ye yourselves into a desert place, 
and rest awhile." 

So Jesus and His disciples went to another 
place. But the people saw Jesus going, and 
crowds went after Him to the place where He 
was. 

Why did all these people go after J esus ? To 
hear Him speak, to listen to His word. 

But Jesus was tired, what would He do ? 
Jesus looked upon all these poor people, who 

knew so little about God, and yet they did want 
to hear about Him, and the heart of the Lord 
was filled with pity and love for them, and He 
began to teach them many things. 

At last the evening came on, and the disciples 
said to the Lord, " Will You not send the 
people away ? They must go and buy them
selves some bread, for they have had nothing 
to eat and must be very hungry." 

Jesus said, " They need not go away ; give 
them something to ea t ." 
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The disciples were very much astonished to 
hear Jesus say this. There were no shops near 
to get bread, and even if there had been, the 
disciples were poor men, and had not money to 
buy bread enough to feed so many people. 

Philip said to Jesus, " If we could buy six 
pounds worth of bread, it would not be a piece 
each for all these people." 

Then Andrew came up to Jesus and said, 
" There is a boy here who has five loaves and 
two small fishes, but that is no use to feed so 
many people." 

Jesus said, " Make the men sit down." 
So they all sat down on the grass in rows. 
Then Jesus took the five loaves and the two 

fishes, and looked up to heaven and thanked 
His Father. Then Jesus took up a loaf and 
broke off a piece and gave it to one disciple ; 
then He broke off another piece and gave it to 
another disciple ; and so on, until all the five 
loaves were given to the disciples to feed the 
people with. 

The disciples went up to the rows of people, 
and began to give a piece of bread to each 
person. There were fifty persons in a row. 

Perhaps you think, " How could one piece of 
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bread be enough for so many people ? " Jesus 
made it enough. The disciples went on to one 
row of people after another, and still they had 
some bread to give, until at last every one in 
that big company had bread to eat. 

Jesus took the fishes and did just the same 
with them. 

How kind it was of the Lord to let the 
disciples help Him to feed those hungry people, 
although but a few minutes before they had 
forgotten that Jesus could do everything, and 
that it would be quite easy for Him to feed 
numbers of people with just a little bread ! 

The people had been very hungry when they 
sat down, but they ate as much as they wanted, 
and the pieces that they had left in their hands 
they threw upon the grass. 

Jesus said to His disciples, " Pick up the 
pieces that are on the grass, so that nothing 
may be wasted." 

The disciples picked them up, and filled 
twelve baskets with the pieces. 

There were five thousand men who had been 
fed by Jesus, besides women and children. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

WALKING ON THE WATER—Matt. xiv. 

A FTER Jesus had finished feeding the 
^*- people, He told His disciples to get into 
a boat and go to the other side. Then Jesus 
sent the people away, and He was left alone. 
Jesus liked to be alone sometimes, and then He 
would speak to His Father. 

The disciples had not got very far in their 
boat, when the wind began to blow very much. 
It became hard work to row the boat, for the 
wind was against them ; the disciples could 
hardly get on at all, and Jesus was not with 
them. 

But Jesus saw them in their trouble, and 
knew how hard it was for them to row in such 
a wild sea. Jesus thought about them. 

Presently the disciples saw something in the 
distance on the water. It came nearer, and 
they could see that it was a man walking on the 
water. Who was it ? It was the Lord. He 
was walking on the water to go to His poor 

7 
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tired disciples. Have you ever seen any one 
walking on the water ? No, I am sure you 
have not; no one can do so. If a man tried to 
walk on the water, he would sink into it and be 
drowned ; but Jesus can do everything. 

At first the disciples were quite frightened, 
but Jesus spoke to them so kindly and said, 
" It is I, be not afraid." 

How glad the disciples must have been to 
hear the voice of Jesus, and to know that it 
was He who was coming to them. They were 
not frightened when they knew it was Jesus. 

Peter said, " Lord, shall I come to meet you 
on the water ? " 

Jesus said, " Come." 
So Peter got out of the boat and began to 

walk on the water to go to Jesus. 
Jesus could walk on the water, because He 

can do everything ; but how could Peter walk 
on water any more than you or I could do so if 
we tried ? Ah ! the secret was that Jesus had 
said to Peter, " Come." Whenever Jesus says, 
" Come," He always gives the power to come. 
I do not know that Jesus ever said " Come " to 
any one else who had to walk on the water to 
get to Him, but I do know that there have been 
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many who have wanted to be near to Jesus, 
and they did not know how. All sorts of diffi
cult and impossible things have been in the 
way, but when the voice of Jesus has been 
heard saying, " Come," there was no longer any 
need to think, " How can I come ? " Jesus 
can give power to a poor weak disciple to walk 
on the water as well as walk on it Himself. 

Peter started to go to Jesus, and he did walk 
on the water ; but after a little while, he left off 
looking at Jesus, and looked at the waves 
instead. And now what happened ? It is 
only natural to think about whatever you look 
at. Instead of thinking of Jesus all the time, 
Peter began to think about the winds and the 
waves. How rough it was ! What a dreadful 
sea ! Peter got frightened and then—he began 
to sink. Poor Peter ! Peter cried out to 
Jesus, " Lord, save me ! " 

Jesus stretched out His hand and caught 
Peter, and said to him, " Why did you not 
trust Me to take care of you ? " 

Then Jesus and Peter got into the boat, and 
the wind ceased, and very soon they reached 
the place they were going to without any more 
difficulty. 
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CHAPTER XXXI, 

CASTING OUT DEMONS. 

I HAVE told you that the power of Satan is 
very great. There are many wicked angels 

or spirits who do what Satan tells them. They 
are like Satan, and delight in seeing people suf
fer, and in making them wicked and miserable. 

When the Lord was on this earth, Satan 
used to get an evil spirit to dwell in a person, so 
that the person could no longer say and do the 
things he wanted to do, but was obliged to say 
and do whatever the evil spirit within him 
made him do. Was not this dreadful ? Far 
worse than any illness could be. 

Many people who were possessed with these 
wicked spirits or demons were taken to Jesus, 
and He cast out the demons with His word. 
These demons were obliged to do as Jesus told 
them, and they always knew that He was the 
Son of God. 

*One day, in a place where the Jews used to 
* Luke iv. 33-37. 
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meet to read the Bible and have it explained, 
there was a man who was possessed with a 
demon. Jesus was there, and this wicked 
spirit did not at all like being in the presence 
of Jesus. The wicked spirit cried out and 
said, " I know Thee who Thou art, Thou Holy 
One of God. Art thou come to destroy us ? " 

Then Jesus commanded this wicked spirit to 
come out of the man, and it was obliged to do 
so. The man was now quite well, and the 
people were astonished. 

You will remember how the Lord stilled the 
storm with His word when the disciples were so 
frightened. *The same day after Jesus had got 
out of the boat, there met Him a man who 
was possessed with a demon. The demon had 
made this man so strong and fierce that people 
were quite afraid of him. He wore no clothes, 
and did not live in a house, but among the 
tombs, and if any one tried to bind him, to 
keep him from doing harm to himself or others, 
he would break the rope and free himself 
again ; he was so strong that he could even 
break chains. 

When Jesus saw this poor man under the 
* Mark v. 
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power of the evil spirit, He said, " Come out 
of the man, thou unclean spirit." 

The demon knew he must obey, and he was 
afraid. He said, " Jesus, Thou Son of God, 
I pray Thee, torment me not." 

Jesus said to the demon, " What is thy 
name ? " He answered, " Legion, for there 
are many of us." 

Then these spirits asked Jesus if they might 
enter into some swine which were near, and 
Jesus said they might. 

So these wicked spirits came out of the poor 
man and entered into the swine. The swine 
became so fierce that they all rushed down a 
steep place into the sea and were drowned. 

Some men who were taking care of the 
swine, when they saw what had happened, 
went into the town and told the people. Then 
the people came out to see for themselves, and 
they saw the man who had been possessed with 
demons. What a change there was in him 
now ! He was clothed, in his right mind, and 
quietly sitting at the feet of Jesus. 

And now you will scarcely believe what I 
am going to tell you. The people of the town, 
instead of being glad to have Jesus with them, 
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and bringing their sick to Him to heal, and 
asking Him to teach them about the things 
of God—instead of this, they thought so much 
about the loss of their swine, and were so 
frightened at seeing the wonderful power of 
the Lord, that they asked Jesus to go away 
from their town. How very sad this was ! 
They thought more of their swine than they 
did of having Jesus with them. 

The Lord wentjaway from that town. He 
let them have their wish. 

But what of the man out of whom the evil 
spirits had been cast ? Ah ! he felt how much 
Jesus had done for him, and he prayed Him 
that he might be with Him. He wanted to 
be always near Jesus, but Jesus said to him, 
" No, you go home and tell them there what 
great things God has done for you." 

The man did as Jesus said, and he liked to 
tell of the wonderful way in which Jesus had 
cast the demons out of him. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

JESUS BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN—Mark x. 

ONE day some little children were brought 
to the Lord for Him to put His hands 

on them and bless them. When the disciples 
saw these children they thought Jesus would 
not like to be troubled with such little ones 
coming to Him, and so they said to those who 
brought them, " Why did you bring these 
children here ? " and the disciples were quite 
ready to send them away. 

But Jesus heard what the disciples had said. 
Would He let the children be sent away ? 
Oh, no, indeed He would not. The disciples 
had not meant to be unkind, but they did 
not know how kind and tender is the heart of 
Jesus. He would never send away the 
smallest child who came to Him. 

Jesus was much displeased with His disciples 
for wanting to send away the children, and He 
said, " Suffer little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God." 
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Then Jesus took these little children in His 
arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed 
them. 

Are you not glad to hear that the Lord really 
did this, for though He is now in heaven, yet 
His heart has just the same tenderness and 
love for little ones. If a little child to-day 
were to look up to the Lord Jesus in heaven 
and ask Him to bless it, the Lord would 
surely bless that child. 

Soon after this, a young man came to Jesus 
and knelt before Him and said, " Good 
Master, what shall I do to have eternal life ? '' 

This seems to have been a very nice young 
man. He saw the goodness and kindness of 
Jesus, and perhaps thought how much he 
would like to be like Jesus. 

But this young man did not understand that 
if he spent all his life in doing good things, he 
could never deserve eternal life. He did not 
understand, either, that his heart was bad and 
deceitful, and even if he had not done any 
very wrong things, yet God saw his heart, and 
saw that it was not fit for heaven. 

Jesus asked this young man if he had kept 
God's commandments, and he said he had 
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done so. Then Jesus said, " Go, sell all you 
have and give to the poor, and then come and 
follow Me." 

Now this young man was very rich, and had 
a great many things. I have no doubt he 
would have liked to follow the Lord if he 
might have kept all his things too ; but when 
Jesus told him to part with them he was 
grieved. He could not do that, and so he 
went away very sad, and we are not told that 
he ever came back to Jesus again. 

How plainly this showed that the young man 
thought more of his riches than he did of Jesus. 

It is always so with those who really do 
wish to be good, but who have never found 
out what bad hearts they have, and who do 
not really know the Lord. 

There was a poor woman who had been 
possessed with seven demons, and Jesus cast 
them all out of her. Her name was Mary 
Magdalene. I have no doubt she had done 
many bad things, but now her heart was full of 
thankfulness to Jesus for what He had done 
for her. He had saved her from the power of 
the evil spirits. Mary loved the Lord ; she 
could not help it. If she had been a rich 
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woman with a great many things, and Jesus 
had asked her to part with them, I do not 
think it would have made her sad ; she would 
gladly have done it, for all she wanted was to 
be with Jesus, who had done such great 
things for her. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE PHARISEES. 

T^HERE were three different sorts of people 
-L who heard the teaching of the Lord Jesus 

and saw His miracles. There were some who, 
like the wise man who built his house upon 
a rock, listened to His word, that they might 
do it. The disciples did so as well as others. 

Some people were like the foolish man who 
built upon the sand ; they heard the word of 
Jesus, but did not care to trouble themselves 
much more about it. I think there were a 
great many of this class of people, very likely 
there were some among the five thousand 
whom Jesus fed. They liked to listen to 
Jesus, and to be fed by Him, just as sometimes 
now people like to read the Bible, or listen to 
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the preaching ; but it goes no further, it does 
not alter their lives. This is sad. 

But I am now going to speak about some 
other people. It is very sad to think of, but 
there were people who hated the teaching of 
Jesus. 

There were some men called Pharisees. 
They hated Jesus, and would have done Him 
harm if they could. 

Why was this ? Because Jesus was good, 
and they were not. His goodness showed up 
their badness, and for this they hated Him. 
How terrible ! 

Perhaps you think these men were like the 
men who may be found in prisons, and who 
have been sent there for robbery and murder, 
and that kind of thing. Oh no. Pharisees 
were very different to such men. They were 
very religious. They read the Bible, and used 
to talk about God. They were very particular 
about doing certain things, and they used to 
say long prayers in the corners of the streets, 
where people could see and hear them. They 
very much wanted everybody to think they were 
good, and this was all they cared about; they 
did not care what God thought about them. 
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The teaching of Jesus plainly showed that 
that sort of goodness will not do for God, and 
the Pharisees hated the Lord because He 
spoke the truth. 

* One day in the place where Jesus was 
there was a man who had a withered hand. 
It was all dried up, so that it was much 
smaller than the other, and the poor man 
could not use i t ; he had no feeling in it. 1 

It was the Sabbath day. God had told the 
Jews to keep the Sabbath day as a holy day, 
and not to work on the Sabbath day as they 
did on other days. The Pharisees were 
particular about this, but all the time their 
hearts were right away from God. The 
thought came into the minds of these wicked 
Pharisees that perhaps Jesus would heal this 
poor man's hand, and that if He did so they 
would at once say He was doing what was 
wrong by healing on the Sabbath day. So 
they watched Jesus to see what He would do. 

The Lord knew their wicked thoughts. He 
said to the man with the withered hand, 
" Stand forth ! " 

Then Jesus turned to the Pharisees and said, 
* Mark iii. 
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" Is it right to do good on the Sabbath day, or 
to do evil ? to save life, or to kill ? " 

The Pharisees could not say a word. 
When the people had come crowding round 

the Lord to hear His word, He had looked on 
them with pity and with love ; but these 
Pharisees, who were teachers of the people, 
and who thought themselves good, while their 
hearts were so hard and blind that they hated 
God's Son, who had come in love and goodness, 
Jesus looked on them with anger and with grief. 

Then Jesus said to the poor man, " Stretch 
forth thine hand." The man stretched it forth, 
and it was made just as well as the other hand. 

Then these hard-hearted, blind-hearted 
Pharisees went away and tried to plan with 
some of their friends how they might kill Jesus. 

The Pharisees were always trying to find 
fault with the Lord, and when they saw Him 
cast out demons, and do wonderful things, 
they would not own it was the power of God, 
but said it was the power of Satan. This was 
dreadful wickedness. 

Jesus said to the people, and to His disciples : 
A great many things which the Pharisees teach 
are quite right; it is well for you to do these 
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things, but do not be like the Pharisees. All 
that they do is just to be seen of men. They 
like to have the best seats given to them ; they 
like to be looked up to and called " Teacher." 

Then the Lord said that although outwardly 
they looked so good, yet really they were full 
of wickedness and hated what was good. 
How could they escape from hell ? 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE PROUD PHARISEE AND THE WOMAN 

WHO WAS A SINNER—Luke vii. 36. 

^ P H E R E was a Pharisee who had heard of 
-*• Jesus, and thought he would like to 

see Him, and hear how He talked. So he 
asked Jesus to go to his house to dinner, and 
Jesus went. 

This Pharisee's name was Simon. He was a 
proud man ; he did not want to see the Lord 
that he might listen to His word. He did not 
behave in a nice way to Jesus ; he did not 
give Him water to wash His feet, as people 
do in that country. 
fSLThere was a poor woman who did like to 
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listen to the word of Jesus, and to be near 
Him. She heard that Jesus was in Simon's 
house, and so she made her way there too. 
She might have been afraid of going into that 
proud man's house, but Jesus was there and 
she thought of no one else. She had brought 
a box of ointment with her. She stood at 
Jesus' feet, behind Him, weeping ; her tears 
fell on the feet of Jesus, she washed His feet 
with her tears, and then she wiped them with 
her long hair. After this she kissed the feet 
of Jesus, and broke her box of ointment and 
poured it on His feet. 

The Pharisee saw this, and He was not 
pleased. He said, " If this Man knew all 
things, He would know that this woman is a 
sinner, and has done many wrong things." 

Simon thought that if Jesus knew this poor 
woman to be such a sinner, He would not like 
her to be so near Him. 

Jesus began to tell Simon a little story. He 
said, " There was a man, and two persons 
owed him money, one person owed him fifty 
pence, and the other five hundred pence; 
neither of these persons had any pence at all 
to pav what they owed. Then the man freely 
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forgave them both, and said they need not 
pay him any money." Jesus said to Simon, 
" Which of those two persons will have the 
most love for the man who forgave them ; 
the one who owed fifty pence, or the one who 
owed five hundred pence ? " 

And Simon answered, " I suppose the one 
who is forgiven most will love most." 

Jesus said to Simon, " You are quite right. 
Do you see this poor woman ? I came into 
your house, and you gave Me no water, but 
this woman has washed My feet with her tears, 
and wiped them with her hair. You gave Me 
no kiss, but this woman has been kissing My feet 
ever since I came in. You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but she has anointed My feet with 
ointment. I tell you, Simon, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. To 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little." 

Then the Lord turned to the poor woman, 
and said to her, " Thy sins are forgiven, go 
in peace." 

The poor woman was now happy. Jesus 
had forgiven her sins, she need not think 
about them any more, she had only to think 
about Jesus, whom she loved. 

8 
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Jesus did not say to Simon, " Thy sins are 
forgiven." He was a proud man, and thought 
he was good while his heart was only evil. He 
had never troubled about his sins, and would 
not have thought of asking Jesus to forgive 
them. 

How much better off was the poor woman 
than the proud Pharisee. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION—Luke ix. 28. 

n^HE time was drawing near when Jesus 
-*• must suffer and die, and so He began 

to tell His disciples about this. 
The disciples could not understand when 

Jesus spoke about His death ; they thought 
that He was soon to reign as a king, and that 
they would have a good place with Him. 
Now it is quite true that Jesus will reign as a 
king, but that day has not come yet. 

The disciples did not understand that Jesus 
must die first; indeed, it was for this He came 
into the world, or the disciples could never have 
had a good place with Him in His kingdom, 
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nor could any of us have been saved from 
going to hell. 

Jesus told His disciples that He must suffer 
many things. There were men whose work it 
was to attend to the things of God and to help 
the people to know what was pleasing to Him, 
they were called priests. These priests, instead 
of believing on Jesus as the Son of God, would 
seek His death ; even the people to whom 
Jesus had been so kind would all be like the 
priests, and want Jesus to be killed. And so 
they would crucify Him, He would die a 
painful death on the cross, but on the third 
day He would rise again from the dead. 

It made the disciples very sad to hear Jesus 
say this, although they understood very little 
of what it meant. 

A few days afterwards Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John up a mountain, and there 
Jesus prayed to His Father. 

As Jesus was praying, a great change came 
over Him. His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became white and shining. 

There were two men with Jesus talking 
to Him, their names were Moses and Elijah. 
Moses had died a very long time before, and 
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his spirit went to God. Elijah had lived later 
on, and God had taken him to heaven without 
dying. Now that the glory from heaven was 
shining on Jesus, Moses and Elijah were with 
Jesus in that same glory. They were talking 
with Him about the death He was so soon to 
suffer at Jerusalem. Moses and Elijah could 
understand this, although the disciples could 
not. 

Peter, James, and John were not strong 
enough to bear the sight of such glory, they 
became heavy with sleep. 

Peter said to Jesus, " Master, it is good for 
us to be here, let us make three tents, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah ! " 

When Peter said this, a cloud came over 
them and the voice of God was heard out of 
the cloud saying, " This is My beloved Son, 
hear Him." 

When the voice stopped speaking, Jesus 
was found alone. Moses and Elijah had gone. 

Peter made a great mistake when he spoke 
of three tents, forgetting that Jesus was the 
Son of God, while Moses and Elijah were only 
men. The voice of God told Peter this very 
plainly. Jesus is God's beloved Son; the 
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disciples had Him with them, they were to 
listen and learn of Him and no other. 

The disciples now came down from the 
mountain with Jesus, and they did not tell 
any one what they had seen. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD—John x. 

J HAT is a shepherd ? It is one who 
takes care of sheep. 

Sheep are such silly animals, they need a 
great deal of care and looking after. They 
would never know where to find the best place 
to get food, and they cannot take care of 
themselves if any enemy comes to hurt them. 
If a sheep gets into a ditch it often wants help 
to get out again. When a sheep falls down 
and gets on its back, if the shepherd does not 
turn it over on to its legs again, it can hardly 
ever get up by itself, but lies on its back until 
it dies. When a sheep wanders away from its 
companions and gets lost, it can never find its 

V\ 
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way back, the shepherd must go after it or it 
would die. 

Although the sheep are so very silly, there 
is just one thing that they know very well, 
and that is the shepherd's voice. If a stranger 
were to call the sheep they would take no 
notice. If he spoke gently, or if he spoke 
roughly, it would make no difference to them ; 
but the moment they hear their own shepherd's 
voice they take notice, they turn to the 
shepherd and go after him. 

The shepherd loves the sheep and the sheep 
love the shepherd. In England the shepherd 
walks behind the sheep, but in the land of 
Canaan the shepherd goes first and the sheep 
follow him. Some day you may read many 
pretty stories about shepherds and their sheep. 

Did you know that the Lord Jesus called 
Himself a Shepherd ? Who are His sheep ? 
Not the little white woolly animals we see in 
the fields. No, it is those who listen to the 
words of Jesus who are His sheep, and the 
little ones who do this are His lambs. How 
nice to be one of Jesus' lambs, to be so loved 
and taken care of by Jesus. 

I have heard of a shepherd boy who used to 
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take great care of his sheep. This shepherd 
boy knew very well how much care the sheep 
need, and he liked to think how the Lord 
watched over him and would be sure to take 
care of him when he could not take care of 
himself. The Lord did take care of him and 
he afterwards became a king. One day this 
shepherd wrote a sweet psalm beginning, 
" The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." 
You will find this psalm in the Bible. 

I am now going to tell you what Jesus says 
about Himself as the Shepherd, and then I 
will tell you what He says about the sheep. 

Jesus says, " I am the good Shepherd ; the 
good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep." 

Satan is a thief, and would like to steal and 
kill and destroy the sheep ; but this he can 
never do. Jesus loves His sheep, and because 
they could not save themselves, He gave up 
His life, He died for the sake of the sheep. 
Is not that being a good Shepherd ? 

Satan, like a cruel wolf, may frighten and 
scatter the sheep, but the good Shepherd will 
never let him kill or take away even one little 
lamb. 

It is not everybody who is a sheep of Jesus, 



1 2 0 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

not everybody who has heard about Jesus 
and been taught about Him. Jesus knows 
who are His sheep and who are His lambs, He 
knows them so well. He knows their names 
and all about them. 

Jesus gives eternal life to His sheep. If 
their bodies die and are put in the ground, 
they still have a life which can never die, a 
life of love and happiness with Jesus in 
heaven for ever and ever. 

The sheep of Jesus can never perish, never 
go to hell. Jesus has died for them and they 
are in His hand ; no one, not even Satan, 
can ever take them out of His hand. 

You will like to hear what Jesus says about 
His sheep. They know their Shepherd ; they 
may not know anybody else, but they know 
their own Shepherd. They know His voice 
and they follow Him. They do not each want 
to go their own way. No, the Shepherd goes 
first, He knows the way and they do not. He 
leads them the best way, the right way ; all 
that the sheep have to do is just to follow. 

Does it remind you how Jesus when He 
called the disciples said to them, " Follow 
Me," and they followed Him ? Yes, the 
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disciples were His sheep, and so was the poor 
woman in the Pharisee's house whose sins He 
forgave ; and there were many more who 
were Jesus' sheep. Jesus has His sheep and 
His lambs in this world to-day. Do you know 
His voice ? Are you following Him ? 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

THE WORD OF GOD AND PRAYER. 

J ESUS had no house of His own. Some
times people would ask Him to their 

houses, and then He would go to them. 
There were two sisters, named Martha and 
Mary, who lived at Bethany, a little village 
near Jerusalem. They both loved the Lord, 
and liked to have Him with them. 

* One day when Jesus was at their house 
Martha was very busy getting a nice supper 
ready, but Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard 
His word. The Lord is always ready to 
teach those who are ready to listen. 

* I . l ike x . 3K. 
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Martha, however, was not quite pleased 
that she should have all the work to do, while 
Mary seemed to her to be doing nothing ; so 
she said to Jesus, " Lord, do You not see that 
my sister has left me to do all the work ? 
Will You not tell her to come and help me ? " 

Jesus said to her, " Martha, Martha, you 
are very busy caring about many things, but 
one thing is needful, and Mary has chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her." 

Jesus would not send Mary away when she 
was listening to His word. I am sure the 
Lord was pleased with Martha for wishing to 
serve Him, but to have Mary sitting quietly at 
His feet, and hearing His word, gave Him much 
more pleasure than Martha's supper. Listening 
to Jesus' word may often seem to other people 
like doing nothing, but it is what pleases Jesus, 
and it is the way to learn how to do the right 
thing when the time to act does come. 

The Lord Jesus is no longer on earth, so 
that we cannot talk with Him as the disciples 
and as Mary did. We have the Word of God 
—the Bible. Listening to the Bible is listening 
to God's voice. But we may also speak to 
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God, although we cannot see Him. Speaking 
to God is called Prayer. 

When Jesus was on earth He used very 
often to pray. He would get up very early 
in the morning, and in some lonely place 
Jesus would pray to His Father. *We are 
told that once He spent a whole night in 
prayer. Jesus loved to speak to His Father. 

t The disciples knew that Jesus prayed, 
and so they came to Him and said, " Lord, 
teach us to pray." 

Then Jesus told them that they might call 
God their Father, and He told them of some 
things which they might say to God. 

While Jesus was with them the disciples 
could always go to Him about all that was in 
their hearts, but now that Jesus is not here, 
we can turn to God and ask Him for what we 
need, or tell Him about our troubles and 
difficulties, and He always hears and an 
answer comes. Before the Lord went away 
He told His disciples that they might do this 
when He should be no longer with them. 

Prayer is not kneeling down and saying over 
some words you have learnt by heart. That 

Luke vi. 12. f Luke xi. 1 
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is not real prayer, although it is something 
like the prayers of the Pharisees. 

If you very much want something which 
your mother is taking care of for you, you do 
not learn from a book, or want some one to 
tell you what you shall say when you ask her 
for it, but you go straight up to her and ask 
her for it in any words which come to your 
mind. Did you ever think that you might 
speak to God in that way ? Are you sad ? 
You may tell it to God. Are you unhappy 
about your sins ? You may tell it to God. 
Are you troubled because you do not know 
what is right ? You may tell it to God. Are 
you in pain ? Are you frightened ? You 
may tell it to God. 

And do you never want to thank God for 
the many good things He has given you ? 
Your parents, your home, your clothes, your 
food—all these things are given to you by 
God, and He could take them all from you if 
He saw fit. But, most of all, do you not 
want to thank God for His Word, which tells 
us of Jesus, how He died for sinners that they 
might have their sins forgiven, and be with 
Him in heaven ? Do you want to know more 
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about this ? Do you want to be quite sure 
whether your sins are forgiven, and whether 
you will one day be with Jesus in glory ? You 
may speak to God about this, and He will 
surely show you what you need. I say you 
may speak to God ; but you must speak to 
Him about this if you are ever to be saved. 
God alone can make you see what great things 
He has done that you may be saved, and if 
you do not thus turn to Him you must be lost. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

LAZARUS—John xi. 

TV /TARTHA and Mary had a brother named 
*•*•*• Lazarus. Jesus loved Lazarus as well 
as Martha and Mary. Martha and Mary sent 
some one to Jesus to tell Him that Lazarus 
was ill. They knew Jesus had often made 
sick people well again, and I daresay they 
thought that Jesus would soon come and 
made Lazarus well. But Jesus did not do so. 

Are you surprised that Jesus did not at once 
go and heal Lazarus whom He loved ? Have 
you forgotten that Jesus when on earth never 
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did anything except it was His Father's will for 
Him to do it ? Now it was not God's will that 
Jesus should go at once to Martha and Mary. 

Jesus did care about poor Lazarus in his 
suffering, and He did care about the sorrow it 
was to Martha and Mary to see their dear 
brother so ill. But Jesus came to do the will 
of God in everything, and He was ready to 
suffer anything rather than not do that. 

Jesus stayed where He was for two days. 
By that time Lazarus was dead. Jesus knew 
this, for He knows everything. 

Jesus told the disciples that He was going 
to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, and He 
said to them, " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth, 
but I go that I may awake him out of sleep." 

The disciples did not understand that Jesus 
meant Lazarus was dead ; they thought He 
was speaking of natural sleep, and so they 
said, " Lord, if he sleep he shall do well." 

Then Jesus said unto them plainly," Lazarus 
is dead, and now let us go to him." 

By the time Jesus reached Bethany, Lazarus 
had been dead four days. A great many Jews 
had come to see Martha and Mary to comfort 
them for their brother's death. 
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When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet Him, but Mary sat still in 
the house. 

Martha said to Jesus, " Lord, if Thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died." 

Jesus said to her, " Thy brother shall rise 
again." 

Martha answered, " I know that he will rise 
again one day." 

Then Jesus said, " I am the resurrection and 
the life." Jesus told Martha that those who 
believed in Him, though they might die, yet 
their bodies should be raised again, and that 
those who believe in Him, and are alive on 
this earth when this happens, should never 
die at all. 

I do not think Martha quite understood this, 
but she did believe that Jesus was the Son of 
God. Martha went to Mary and whispered to 
her, " The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee." 

Mary got up and went to Jesus at once ; 
the people who were with Mary thought she 
had gone to the grave to weep there, and they 
followed her. 

When Mary came to Jesus, she fell at His 
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feet and said, " Lord, if Thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died." 

When the Lord saw Mary weeping, and the 
Jews which were with her weeping, His heart 
was deeply touched. He knew the deep 
sorrow which filled the hearts of the two 
sisters, and He felt much pity for them. Jesus 
felt,, too, more than Martha and Mary could, 
how terrible a thing is death. You know that 
death came into the world because of sin. 
Jesus thought of all this, and He sighed deeply. 

Jesus said, " Where have you laid him ? " 
They answered, " Lord, come and see." 

Jesus wept ; the tears ran down His cheeks. 
His heart felt this deep sorrow very much. 

They all came to the grave. It was a cave, 
and a stone was in front of it. 

Jesus said, " Take away the stone." 
Martha did not understand what Jesus was 

going to do, so she said, " Lord, he has been 
dead four days, and by this time his body has 
a bad smell." 

Jesus said to her, " Did I not tell you that 
if you could believe, you should see the glory 
of God ? " 

Then some one moved away the stone. 



GOD'S SUPPER. 129 

Jesus looked up to heaven and spoke to His 
Father ; and then with a loud voice that every 
one could hear, He said, "Lazarus, come forth." 

The dead hear the voice of Jesus. Martha 
had thought that the body of Lazarus was 
beginning to decay, but now the dead man 
himself comes out of the grave. His head and 
hands and feet were bound with cloths. This 
had been done when he had been laid in the 
grave. Jesus said, " Undo those cloths." 
And they did so. 

Resurrection means rising again. Jesus is 
the resurrection and the life. The voice of 
Jesus is the only voice that can call people 
from their graves. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

GOD'S SUPPER—Luke xiv. 15. 

T S it not wonderful to think that God who is 
J- so holy should love sinners, who are so 
often doing what is not pleasing to Him ? 
Yet God does love sinners, and God does want 
to bless them and to do them good. Jesus 
used to teach the people this. 

9 
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Do you think the hearts of all those who 
heard this message of love were made glad by 
it ? No, it was not so, and it is not so to-day. 
There are not very many who care to think 
about God more than they can help. They are 
finding pleasure in things which would not do 
for God, and so it makes them uncomfortable 
to think of Him. Thus they lose the joys 
which God gives now, and they lose the joys 
of heaven for ever. 

Jesus told the people a parable which makes 
this very plain. 

A certain man made a great supper and 
asked many people to go to it. When the 
supper was quite ready he sent his servant to 
tell those who had been asked to come. But, 
do you know, they all began to make out that 
they had something else to do, and could not 
go to the great supper which had been got 
ready. One said, " I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must go and see it." Another 
said, " I have bought some oxen, 1 must go 
and see what they are like." And another 
said, " I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come." So the seivant went back to 
his master, and told him all this. 
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Then the master said to the servant, " Go 
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in the poor, the lame, and the 
Wind." 

The servant came back to his master and 
said, " I have done so, and still there is room 
enough for more." 

The master said " Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in that 
my house may be filled. But none of these 
men who were asked at first shall taste my 
supper." 

Do you understand the meaning of this 
parable ? 

The good things God has told us of in His 
Word are indeed better than any supper we 
can think of, and God wants us to enjoy 
them. But how many there are who have 
heard of the things God has prepared, and 
yet they never taste the supper. 

It is not always the wrong things that 
prevent people from enjoying what God has 
prepared. The piece of land, the oxen, and 
the wife were not any of them wrong things. 

Perhaps some of those people who refused 
thought they would go to the supper later on, 
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or another time ; but God said they should 
not taste it, because they did not care enough 
about it to go when they were called. 
i But God will have His house filled. If you 
are one of those who refuse because you like 
something else better, yet there will be plenty 
of children, poor, and miserable, and needy, 
who have never had half the nice things you 
have had, but who will be made rich and 
happy by knowing that God loves them and 
has prepared a home for them in heaven. 

Still God does not wish to shut you out from 
this. He asks you now to believe in His love, 
and what that love has done for you. Do 
you want to go to that supper ? 

CHAPTER XL. 

THE FATHER'S HEART—Luke xv. 

T WILL tell you another story which Jesus 
-*- told the people to show them the kind
ness which is in God's heart. 

There was a man who had two sons. The 
younger son said to his father, " Father, give 
me my share of the things which are to belong 
to me." So the father gave it to him. 
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A few days after, this younger son put 
together the things which his father had given 
him, and taking them with him, went a long 
journey into a far country. 

I suppose he thought to enjoy himself in 
his own way. His father was not there, and 
lie could do what he pleased. He spent his 
money, and amused himself in every way he 
could think of. By-and-by his money was 
all gone, he had spent it. There was a famine 
in that far country, which means that there 
was scarcely anything to eat This young man 
began to be in want of everything. When his 
money was gone he found that he could get 
no food, no clothes, no friends. He was now 
like a beggar. He went to a man who belonged 
to that far country, and he sent him into his 
fields to feed his pigs. While he was looking 
after the pigs he felt so hungry that he would 
have been glad to eat their food, but nobody 
gave him anything. 

At last he thought of his father's house, and 
he said to himself, " The servants in my 
father's house have plenty to eat, how much 
better off they are than I am ! I will arise 
and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
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Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before thee, I do not deserve to be thy son ; 
let me be one of thy servants." 

So the son arose, and set out to go to his 
father. Long before he reached his home, 
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him coming back to him, and looking just like 
a beggar. The father's heart was full of pity 
and love for his son. He ran to him, fell on 
his neck and kissed him. The son had not 
expected his father to be so glad to see him, 
and to treat him so kindly. He said, " Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before thee, 
I do not deserve to be thy son." But the 
father said, " Bring forth the best robe and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet, and bring hither the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry, 
for this my son was dead and is alive again, 
he was lost and is found." And they began 
to be merry. There was joy in the father's 
house because the poor lost son had come back. 
. I am not going to say much to you about 

this beautiful story, but you can think about it 
for yourself. The history of the younger son 
who went into the far country is a picture of 
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any one who is away from God, who does not 
know nor wish to know God's love. While 
still away in the far country the wish came 
into his heart to get back to God somehow, 
even if as a servant. He sets out ; but God's 
heart is filled with love and tenderness, as no 
earthly father's could be. I t gives joy to 
Him when a poor sinner really turns to Him 
in his misery. 

Did the father let the son be a servant in his 
house ? Oh no, this son who deserved nothing 
got the best dress, the best place, and a great 
feast was made for him. This is a picture of 
how God treats any poor sinner who really 
turns to Him. I t is very wonderful, but it is 
true. 

CHAPTER XLI . 

T H E R I C H FOOL. T H E R I C H MAN AND 

LAZARUS—Luke xii. 13, xvi. 19. 

P O M E one came to the Lord Jesus and 
v ^ asked Him to speak to his brother, who 
was not giving him a fair share of things tha t 
were to be divided between them. 

Jesus said to him— 
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" A certain rich man began to grow very 
rich. At last he really did not know where to 
put all the things he had, so he thought he 
would pull down his barns and build very 
much larger ones. He said to himself, ' You 
have a great many things and they will last 
you a very long time, so you can be comfort
able, and eat and drink and enjoy yourself.' 
These were the rich man's thoughts ; but 
God said, ' Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee, and then all the things 
you have will belong to some one else.' " 

There is nothing in this world which any 
one can be sure of having for ten minutes. 
Death may come, and then the things have to 
be parted with for ever. 

Jesus told a story about another rich man. 
This rich man was dressed in very fine clothes, 
and he had very grand dinners every day. 
There was a poor beggar named Lazarus. (It 
was not the Lazarus whom Jesus raised from 
the dead.) This Lazarus had very bad sore 
places all over his body. He used to be laid 
at the rich man's gate, so that some of the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table, 
might be given him to eat. Dogs would come 
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up to him and lick his sore places. After a 
time the beggar died and went to heaven. 
The rich man also died and had a grand 
funeral ; but he did not go to heaven. The 
rich man went to hell. And being in torments 
he looked up, and in the distance he could see 
Lazarus, who was safe and happy in heaven, 
close to Abraham. Abraham lived a long 
time ago, and the Jews knew that he had gone 
to heaven. 

The rich man said to Abraham, " Do send 
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented 
in this flame." 

Abraham answered, " Do you remember 
that while you lived on the earth you enjoyed 
many good things and Lazarus had sorrow and 
pain, but now he is comforted and you are 
tormented ; and besides there is a great gulf 
fixed between us and you, so that no one from 
here can go to you, and no one from you can 
come to us ." 

Then the rich man said, " I have five 
brothers ; can Lazarus go and speak to them, 
or else when they die they too will come to this 
place of torment ? " 
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But Abraham said, " No, they have the 
Word of God, they can read tha t . " 

" But if one went to them from the dead," 
said the rich man, " surely they would repent 
then." 

Abraham answered, " If they do not listen 
to what the Word of God says, they will not 
listen to one risen from the dead." 

This is a parable. We must not think that 
those who go to hell can really speak to any
one in heaven. There is, however, much to 
learn from this parable. I will tell you of 
three things which it teaches us. 

First, God who sees the heart judges so 
differently from men. The rich man was 
looked up to and thought a great deal of by 
men, and he went to hell. Lazarus was a poor 
suffering man, that no one troubled about. 
God took him to heaven. 

Second, Between heaven and hell there is a 
great gulf fixed ; no one can pass it. Now, 
the sinner may turn to God and He will have 
mercy, but when death comes, it is too late, 
everything is settled. 

Third, Those who do not heed God's Word 
would never really turn to God whatever 
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wonderful thing might happen. God has 
given His Word, those who will not listen to 
that must be lost. 

CHAPTER XLII. 

JESUS RIDES INTO JERUSALEM—Matt. xxi. 

THE time was now drawing very near when 
Jesus was to die. 

The Jews used to keep a feast called the 
Passover every year at Jerusalem. God had 
told them to do so. Jesus used to keep this 
feast. In a few days it would be the Feast of 
the Passover, and Jesus knew that was the 
time He should suffer death upon the cross at 
Jerusalem. And so the Lord went to Jerusalem 
with His disciples, knowing He was going to 
die there in a few days. 

When they had come near to Jerusalem, 
Jesus said to two of His disciples, " Go into 
that village, and you will find a young ass 
tied : untie it and bring it to Me. If any one 
asks you why you untie the young ass, say 
that the Lord lias need of it, and at once he 
will let it go." 
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So the disciples went, and found the young 
ass just as Jesus had said. When the man 
asked why they were untying it, the disciples 
said that the Lord had need of it, and the 
man let it go. Then the disciples brought it 
to Jesus, and He sat on it. 

There were many people with Jesus and His 
disciples, and when they saw Jesus riding on 
the young ass, some of them took off their 
clothes and spread them on the ground for the 
ass to walk over. Others cut down branches 
from the trees and spread them in the way. 
Some of the people went before Jesus, and 
others followed him. They all cried out, 
" Hosanna ! Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord, Hosanna ! " 

There were a great many people in Jeru
salem, as it was so near the Feast of the 
Passover. Some of the people were talking 
about Jesus, and saying, " Who is this ? " 
Others answered, " This is Jesus, the prophet 
of Nazareth." 

One day Jesus went into the Temple at 
Jerusalem, and there He found people selling 
and buying things. Some of the things they 
sold were wanted for the Feast they had come 
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to keep. They ought to have sold them in the 
market, and not in the Temple. The Temple 
was a beautiful house, which was built that in 
it the people might pray to God, and praise 
and serve Him. 

When Jesus found these people buying and 
selling, He turned them all out of the Temple, 
and threw down their tables and said, " It is 
written in the Bible that God's house is a 
house of prayer, but you have made it a den 
of thieves." 

When the people heard that Jesus was in 
the Temple, the blind and the lame came to 
Him there and He healed them. 

One day, there were a great many children 
in the Temple ; the children began to praise 
Jesus and to say " Hosanna ! " 

The priests and the Pharisees could not help 
seeing the wonderful things which Jesus did 
in the Temple, and they heard the children 
rjraising Him. All this made the priests and 
the Pharisees very angry, and they were 
ready to do anything, if only they could get 
rid of Jesus. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

JESUS AT BETHANY—John xii. 1-8. 

TOURING these last few days of the life of 
*—' Jesus on earth, He spent the daytime 
in Jerusalem, and at night He went out to 
Bethany, where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus 
lived. 

While He was at Bethany, they made Him 
a supper. Martha served the supper, and 
Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead, sat 
at the table with Jesus. Mary was there too. 
She took a box of very costly ointment and 
poured it on Jesus, and the sweet smell from 
the ointment filled all the house. 

Mary loved Jesus so much that she felt 
nothing was too good for Him ; and the Lord 
let her do it ; He understood what was in 
her heart. 

The disciples, however, did not understand, 
and thought Mary was wasting the ointment. 

One of the disciples, named Judas Iscariot, 
said, " Why was not this ointment sold for 
ten pounds and given to the poor ? " 

The Lord would not have Mary blamed for 
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what she had done. He said, " Let her alone, 
she has done this ready for My bur ia l ; you 
have the poor with you always, but you will 
not have Me always." 

It is quite right to care for the poor, but at 
this moment Mary was the only one in all the 
world who showed by her action that Jesus 
was more to her than everything else. 

The disciples often made mistakes, but they 
really loved the Lord—at least, all of them 
except one, and I must now tell you a little 
about him. 

Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve dis
ciples who had followed Jesus. He had seen 
His miracles and heard His words. Judas 
knew quite well tha t Jesus could do wonderful 
things. But the heart of Judas was not right. 
He pretended to love Jesus, but all the time 
his heart was going out after something else. 

What was that ? Money. Yes, Judas 
thought more of money than he did of Jesus. 

The disciples did not know what was in the 
heart of Judas ; they quite thought he loved 
the Lord as much as they did. Jesus knew, 
and yet He was as kind to Judas as He was to 
the other disciples. 
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had much wished to eat this supper with them 
before He suffered. 

•While they were at the supper table, Jesus 
got up and poured some water into a basin. 
Then He took a towel and He began to wash 
the disciples' feet. People used to have their 
feet washed in that way in hot countries, but it 
was the work of a servant to do it. 

When Jesus came to Peter, Peter thought he 
could not let Jesus, who was his Lord and 
Master, wash his feet, so he said, " Lord, are 
You going to wash my feet ? " 

Jesus said to him, " You do not understand 
what I am doing now, but you will understand 
it some day." 

Then Peter said to Jesus, " You shall never 
wash my feet." 

Jesus answered, " If you do not let Me wash 
your feet, you can have no part with Me." 

Peter did not quite understand what Jesus 
meant, but he felt that he would rather let 
Jesus do anything to him than not be fit to 
have part with Jesus, so he said, " Lord, not 
my feet only, but also my hands and my head." 

* John xiii. 



THE LAST SUPPER. 147 

But Jesus said that those who were clean only 
needed to have their feet washed. 

After the Lord had washed the feet of His 
disciples, He sat down again at the supper 
table, and told them that even as He, their 
Lord and Master, had just been a servant to 
them, and had washed their feet, so they ought 
to be servants to one another, and to wash one 
another's feet. 

After this Jesus began to be very sorrowful. 
He looked on His disciples and said to them, 
" One of you, My disciples, will give Me into the 
hands of the people who want to kill Me."* 

The disciples were very much surprised to 
hear Jesus say this. It made them very sad. 
They could not think which of them could ever 
do such a wicked thing. They began to say, 
one after another, " Lord, is it I ? " Judas 
was there, and he knew that Jesus was speaking 
of him, yet still he said like the others, " Lord, 
is it I ? " 

John, who liked to be very near the Lord, 
was leaning on His breast during the supper. 
Peter made a sign to John to ask the Lord 
who it was. 

* Matt. xxvi. 20. 
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So John said to Jesus, " Lord, who is it ? " 
Jesus answered, " It is the one to whom I am 

going to give this piece when I have dipped it 
in the dish." Then Jesus gave it to Judas, 
that the disciples might know it was Judas 
who would do this wicked thing. 

Jesus was thinking of His death, and how 
soon He would be going away from His 
disciples. They did not seem at all able to 
understand what was going to happen, but 
Jesus knew they would understand it better 
one day. Then He took some bread and broke 
it, and gave some to each of them, saying, 
" This is My body which is given for you." 
Then He took the cup with some wine, and 
gave it to His disciples that they might each 
drink some of it, saying to them, " This is My 
blood which is shed for you." Jesus told His 
disciples to do this in remembrance of Him. 

Afterwards, when the disciples understood 
much better why Jesus came to suffer and to 
die, they used often to meet together to break 
bread and drink wine while they thought about 
Jesus and His death. Peter and John and the 
other nine disciples have died, and their spirits 
went to be with Jesus a long time ago. But 
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there are stilL those who love the Lord and 
know that He died for them, and who like to 
meet together to break bread and drink wine 
and think of Him who died, whose love was 
stronger than death. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

IN THE GARDEN. 

J UDAS had left the supper table to tell the 
wicked priests that he was ready to lead 

them to Jesus that they might take Him. 
Jesus knew where Judas had gone, but the 
disciples did not know. 

Jesus told His disciples that that night they 
would all be offended because of Him. Peter 
did not like to hear Jesus say this, and he said, 
" Though all shall be offended because of Thee, 
yet will I never be offended."* Then Peter said 
that he was ready to go to prison and to death 
with Jesus. 

Peter did indeed love the Lord, but he did 
not know himself ; he thought he was able to 

* Matt. xxvi. 31. 
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do what he afterwards found out lie could 
not do. 

Jesus said to him, " Before the cock crows 
you will have said three times that you do not 
know Me." Cocks crow very early in the morn
ing before it is light, so that Peter would do this 
before the next morning's light. A little while 
before this, Jesus, knowing what Peter would 
surely do, told Him that He had prayed for him. 
How kind it was of Jesus to pray for Peter ! 

Jesus knew that the time had come for Him 
to leave this world and go to His Father, and 
how sad the disciples would be when He should 
leave them. They had always gone to Him 
and looked up to Him, and what would they do 
when He should be no longer with them ? 
Jesus began to comfort His poor disciples. He 
told them not to be troubled, that He would 
still love and care for them, and in a better way, 
when He should be in heaven. They would 
not be able to see Him, but they could believe 
in Him even as they believed in God whom 
they had never seen. 

Jesus told His disciples that He was not 
going to leave them for ever. Some day He 
would come again, and then it would be to take 
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them with Him to be in His Father's house. 
There was plenty of room there, and He was 
going to get a place ready for them. How kind 
it was of Jesus to say such comforting words to 
His disciples, and to be thinking of and caring 
for them when He Himself was soon to suffer 
such a dreadful death. 

Jesus told His disciples that if they really 
loved Him they would always seek to do the 
things which He had taught them, and that 
those who did this should be loved by His 
Father, and Jesus would love them, and they 
would get to know His love much better. 

Jesus told them that people might some
times be unkind to them, but they were not to 
be surprised at this, because people had hated 
Him, and were now about to kill Him. 

After the Lord had talked with His disciples 
for some time, He went with them into a 
garden. It was very quiet in this garden, and 
Jesus often went there with His disciples. 

Jesus said to them, " Stay here, while I go a 
little farther on and pray." Jesus took with 
Him Peter, James, and John. He said to 
them, " I feel very sad indeed ; stay here and 
watch with Me." 
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Jesus went a little way in front of Peter, 
James, and John, and then knelt down and 
prayed to His Father. He said, " 0 My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me ; nevertheless, not what I will, but 
what Thou wilt." 

Jesus was suffering so much sorrow at this 
time that great drops of sweat like blood fell 
from Him. 

Then the Lord came back to the three dis
ciples, but He found them asleep. Jesus said 
to them, " Can you not watch with Me for a 
little while ; get up and pray." 

Jesus went away the second time and 
prayed, and said, " O My Father, if this cup 
may not pass from Me except I drink it, Thy 
will be done." 

When Jesus came back to His disciples they 
were sleeping again, and He left them and went 
away the third time and prayed, saying the 
same words. 

Satan would have been glad if Jesus had said 
He could not drink that dreadful cup. The 
more Jesus felt how dreadful it was, the more 
earnestly He prayed to His Father. God sent 
an angel from heaven to strengthen Him. 
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Jesus would not turn away from suffering 
or from death. He would go on to do His 
Father's will, and to bear the punishment of 
poor sinners. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST— 

Matt. xxvi. 47-68. 

T'HEN Jesus came back to His disciples 
the third time, He said to them, " The 

time has come when I am going to be given up 
into the hands of wicked men." 

Just as the Lord was speaking, Judas came 
into the garden. There were with him a great 
many people with swords and sticks and 
torches ; these people were sent by the priests. 

Judas knew that Jesus often went to this 
garden, and that he should be sure to find 
Him there with the other disciples at this time, 
so he had brought these people here to take 
J esus away. J udas had done this wicked thing 
that he might get some money. 

W 
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Judas said to these people, " The One that 1 
shall go up to and kiss, that same is He, hold 
Him fast." 

Then Judas went up to Jesus and said, 
" Master," and kissed Him. 

Jesus said to him, " Friend, what have you 
come here for ? " 

Then Jesus said to the people who were with 
Judas, " Whom are you looking for ? " 

They answered, " Jesus of Nazareth." 
Jesus said to them, " I am He." 
As soon as Jesus had said that, all the men 

went backward, and fell to the ground. This 
showed the power of Jesus, and yet He let them 
take Him away. 

The men soon got up again, and then Jesus, 
caring for His poor disciples, said, " If ye seek 
Me, let these go their way." 

Peter had a sword with him, and he thought 
he would use i t ; so he struck one of the men 
and cut off his ear. 

Jesus told Peter to put his sword away, for if 
He were to pray to His Father, He would send 
numbers of angels, but God was allowing these 
wicked people to do this. Then Jesus touched 
the man's ear and healed him. 
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The disciples became so frightened that they 
all ran away and left Jesus. 

Then these men took Jesus and led Him 
away to the house of one of the priests, where a 
great many of these priests and others were 
waiting for Him. 

Peter wanted very much to see what would 
happen to Jesus, so he followed afar off, for he 
was afraid to go too near. This was Peter, 
who a little while before had boasted that he 
was ready to go to prison and to death with 
Jesus. 

The priests and those who were with them 
knew quite well that Jesus had done nothing 
wrong, but they tried to find some people who 
would lie, and say that He had done wrong, 
then the priests would be able to say they had 
a reason for putting Him to death. 

At last one of the priests said to Jesus, " Art 
Thou the Christ, the Son of God ? " 

Jesus answered that He was. 
Then the priest who would not believe the 

truth said that Jesus had spoken blasphemy. 
And they all said that He deserved to die. 

After this they began to treat Jesus in the 
most shameful way. They spat on His face ; 
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they mocked Him ; they struck Him with 
their hands. Jesus bore all this quietly; He 
did not say a word. He was indeed like a 
lamb in the midst of these wicked men. 

CHAPTER XLV1I. 

PETER'S DENIAL—Matt. xxvi. 69-75. 

TDUT where was Peter all this time ? He 
*—' had followed Jesus to the priest's house, 
and then he had sat down with the servants, 
and warmed himself by the fire. 

One of the maids looked at Peter and said, 
" This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." 

Peter was frightened, and said he did not 
know Jesus, and could not understand what 
the maid was speaking of. Then he went into 
the porch, and the cock crew. While he was 
there another maid saw him, and said to some 
who were standing near, " This is one of the 
disciples of Jesus." Peter told another lie, 
and said he was not a disciple. 

About an hour afterwards a man said to 
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Peter, " Surely you must be one of the disciples 
of Jesus. I can tell it by your speech." 

Then Peter got angry, and he even began to 
curse and to swear ; he said, " I know not the 
Man you are speaking of." 

*Just then the cock crew, and the Lord, who 
could see Peter from the place where he was 
standing, turned, and looked upon Peter. Oh ! 
how that look must have touched Peter's heart, 
and made him feel what a terrible thing he had 
been doing. Now Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, how He had said unto him," Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me three times." 

Peter had boasted of what he was ready to 
do for Jesus, and now he had been so much 
afraid of what the servants would say, that 
three times he had denied Jesus. 

Poor Peter ! He really loved the Lord very 
much indeed, and now his heart was filled with 
grief at what he had done—denied his blessed 
Lord and Master. Poor Peter ! He went out, 
and wept bitterly. 

If Peter had prayed to God in the garden, 
instead of going to sleep, God would have kept 
him from doing this dreadful thing, but Peter 

* Luke xxii. 61. 
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did not then know how weak he was, and so he 
had to find it out in this sad way. 

It is not an easy thing to learn that the 
power to do right must always come from God. 
Neither children nor grown-up men like Peter 
can ever do what is right in God's sight unless 
God gives them the power to do it. They may, 
like Peter, desire very much to do the right 
thing, and feel sure they can ; but when the 
moment comes to act, it will be as it was with 
Peter, and they will have to find out how weak 
they are in some terrible way. 

Still we must remember that Peter was not 
obliged to deny the Lord. No one is ever 
obliged to do what is wrong, however weak he 
may be. God is ready to give you power to do 
what is pleasing to Him, but you must seek 
it from Him, and not think you have it in 
yourself. 

I daresay Satan put the thought into Peter's 
heart that he was strong enough to die with 
Jesus. Satan always tells lies. He tells lies 
about God's goodness, and when he tells people 
that they have any goodness or strength in 
themselves, that too is a lie. 
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CHAPTER XLV1II. 

JUDAS—Matt, xxvii. 1-5. 

7HAT had become of Judas ? 
Judas did not really want Jesus to be 

killed ; what Judas wanted was money. He 
knew that people had sometimes been so angry 
with Jesus because He spoke the truth, that 
they had tried to do Him harm, and even 
to kill Him. At such times Jesus had always 
escaped out of their hands, because the time 
had not then come for Him to die. Perhaps 
Judas thought that Jesus would now escape 
from the hands of the priests ; he knew that 
Jesus could do so. 

When Judas found that Jesus was really 
going to be put to death, he was in a dreadful 
state. 

It was no doubt Satan who had put it into 
the heart of Judas to be so wicked, but Satan 
does not let people be happy, even when they 
have gained what they wanted. Judas had 
got his money. Could he enjoy it ? I do not 

V\ 
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think any one ever felt as wretched as Judas 
did now. The thirty pieces of silver he took 
back to the priests, and throwing them down 
in the Temple, he said, " I have sinned. I 
have betrayed the innocent blood." 

The wicked priests answered, " What does 
that matter to us ? That is your business." 

This wretched man then went away. He 
was in despair, which means that he had no 
hope of any kind ; no hope that money, or 
anything else, could ever please him again, 
and no hope in God. 

Judas went into a field, and there he hanged 
himself. It is awful to think about Judas and 
his end. The Bible says he went to his own 
place, which means he went to hell. 

How very solemn to think that one who had 
been so much with Jesus, and to whom Jesus 
had been so kind, should have come to such a 
fearful end. The disciples did not know that 
Judas was different to themselves, but although 
he had seemed to be following Jesus his heart 
was wrong all the time. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

JESUS BEFORE PILATE—Luke xxiii. 

T^ ARLY in the morning after the priests 
-L^ had met together to say what was to be 
done to Jesus, they took Him before Pilate. 
Pilate was a man who used to judge people and 
say what their punishment was to be. Pilate 
said to the priests, " What wrong thing has this 
Man done ? " 

The priests tried to make out that Jesus had 
done many wrong things, but all they could 
find to say was that Jesus said He was a king. 

Pilate said to Jesus, " Are you the king of 
the Jews ? " 

Jesus answered, " It is as you say." 
Then Pilate asked Jesus if He did not hear 

how many things the priests had to say against 
Him. But Jesus did not answer a word to this. 

Pilate was surprised that Jesus was so silent, 
and that He did not say a word to explain that 
He had done nothing wrong. Pilate felt sure 
that Jesus had not really done a wrong thing, 

IT 
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and he saw too tha t it was a feeling of envy in 
the hearts of the priests which made them want 
Jesus to be put to death. Pilate said to the 
people, " I find no fault in this Man." 

Pilate would have liked to set Jesus free, but 
at the same time he did not want to displease 
the people. This was very wrong. If a person 
knows what is the right thing to do, it is wrong 
in tha t person not to do it through fear of dis
pleasing others. Pilate might not have known 
much about Jesus, but he did know quite well 
tha t Jesus had done nothing for which He 
deserved to be punished. 

Pilate heard from some one that Jesus did 
not live in Jerusalem, but that He came from 
another part of Canaan called Galilee. 

There was a governor of Galilee named 
Herod, who happened to be in Jerusalem just 
then. Pilate thought he would get out of his 
difficulty by sending Jesus to Herod for him 
to say what should be done. 

Herod was a wicked man. He was a son 
of that Herod who had killed the babes of 
Bethlehem. Herod was glad to see Jesus. He 
had heard a great deal about Him, and he 
hoped he should see some miracle done by Him. 
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The priests who went with Jesus told Herod 
that He had done many wrong things. Herod 
asked Jesus a great many questions, but Jesus 
did not answer him a word. 

Then Herod mocked Jesus. He ordered 
some very grand clothes, such as kings wear, 
to be put on Him. Then Herod and his 
soldiers laughed at Jesus, because He had 
said He was a king. 

I am sure as I go on with this sad tale of 
wickedness, you must feel how tenible it is tha t 
men should so hate the Lord. The priests, 
Judas , Pilate, Herod, his soldiers, and the 
people were all joining together against Jesus— 
all of one mind to put out of the world tha t 
One who came into it in love and goodness. 
Jesus had always been kind, tender, and pitiful 
to all who were in need, but He had spoken 
the t ruth, and this men did not want to hear. 

Did you ever think that you have a heart 
like this ? Perhaps you say, " I would never 
have treated Jesus so." Let me ask you, Has 
the t ru th never raised any angry feeling in your 
heart ? Have you always been ready to hear 
that you have done wrong ? That the thoughts 
of your heart are evil ? That you are the 
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sinner ? Ah ! you know very well how it has 
been. What a terrible thing it would be to go 
on like the priests and the people, who per
sisted in seeking to get rid of Jesus. 

May God give you to see what a dreadful 
thing sin—your sin—is, and may He give you 
too to know that it was for sinners Jesus died, 
for them He passed through all tha t suffering. 
Now tha t Jesus has suffered and died, you may 
by faith in Him have your sins forgiven ; not 
only some of your sins which you can remember 
at this moment, but all of them, as God sees 
them. You may be washed in the precious 
blood of Jesus, and thus made fit to be with 
Him in heaven. 

CHAPTER L. 

J E S U S D E L I V E R E D TO BE C R U C I F I E D — 

Luke xxiii. 

A F T E R Herod had mocked Jesus, he sent 
-**• Him back to Pilate. 

Pilate told the people tha t neither he nor 
Herod could find any fault in Jesus, and there
fore he would scourge Him and let Him go. 
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It was a custom at the time of the Passover 
for Pilate to set at liberty one of the prisoners 
among the Jews, and Pilate thought he might 
as well let Jesus be the one to go free. 

But this the people would not have. 
There was at that time a prisoner named 

Barabbas. Barabbas was a man who deserved 
to die ; he was a robber and a murderer. The 
priests very easily persuaded the people to ask 
that Barabbas might be set free, and so they all 
cried out, " Not this Man, but Barabbas." 

Pilate said to them, " What shall I do with 
Jesus which is called Christ ? " 

And they all cried out, " Crucify Him, 
crucify Him ! " 

Pilate asked them, " Why, what evil hath 
He done ? " 

But they only cried out all the more, " Let 
Him be crucified ! " 

And so, Pilate, willing to please the people, 
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered 
Jesus when he had scourged Him to be 
crucified. 

Then the soldiers took Jesus into a great 
hall, and there they mocked Him ; they put on 
Him a purple robe and plaited a crown of 
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thorns and placed it on His head, and bowed 
before Him, saying, " Hail, King of the Jews." 

.They even spat upon Him and struck Him. 
Jesus bore all this meekly, and did not say 
anything. 

Then the soldiers took off the purple robe 
and put His own clothes on again, and led 
Him away to crucify Him. 

And Jesus went forth bearing His cross. 
I suppose the soldiers thought that Jesus 

would never be able to carry that heavy cross 
all the way, and so they obliged a man named 
Simon, whom they met on the road, to carry 
it after Jesus. 

A very great many people were following. 
Among them were some women who felt very 
sorry to see Jesus suffering, but they did not 
at all understand that He had come to suffer 
and to die because of sin. These women were 
weeping. Jesus said to them, " Weep not for 
Me, but weep for yourselves." 
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CHAPTER LI. 

T H E CRUCIFIXION—Matt , xxvii. 

T last the soldiers came to a place called 
Calvary, and there they crucified Jesus ; 

they nailed Him to the cross. 
There were two thieves who had been led 

to be put to death with Jesus. These thieves 
were put on crosses, one on each side of Jesus. 

The soldiers gave Jesus some wine to drink, 
with something in it which would make the 
pain less felt ; but Jesus would not take this. 

Jesus prayed for His murderers. He said, 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." 

The soldiers took the clothes of Jesus and 
divided them among themselves. They did 
not like to tear the coat, as it had no seam, so 
they cast lots which of them should have it. 

Pilate put a writing over the cross. The 
writing was, " This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews." 

The priests said to Pilate, " Do not put the 
King of the Jews, but that He said, I am the 

A 
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King of the Jews." But Pilate would not alter 
the writing. 

The people who were passing by, and saw 
Jesus on the cross, reviled Him and said, " If 
Thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross." 

The priests were there, and they mocked 
Him and said, " He saved others, Himself He 
cannot save." The soldiers also mocked Him, 
and the two thieves who were crucified with 
Him did the same. 

There was just one little group whose hearts 
were filled with feelings very different from 
these. I t was John, Mary the mother of Jesus, 
Mary Magdalene, and another Mary. They 
were standing near the cross. 

While Jesus was hanging on that cross, 
He thought about them. Jesus said to His 
mother, " Woman, behold thy son." Then 
He said to John, "Behold thy mother." *Mary 
and John understood quite well what Jesus 
meant, and from that time John took Mary to 
his own home, and cared for her as if he were 
her son. 

I told you the two thieves who were crucified 

* John xix. 25-27. 
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with Jesus mocked Him as well as the others. 
They were dying men, and would soon be 
leaving this world, and yet they did this. 

After a time the light from God shone 
into the heart of one of the thieves, and oh ! 
how differently did he see everything then. He 
said to the other thief, who was still mocking 
Jesus, " D o you not fear God ? We deserve 
this punishment because of the wicked things 
we have done, but this Man has done nothing 
amiss."* 

Then the thief said to Jesus, " Lord, remem
ber me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom." 

The thief believed tha t Jesus was a king, and 
would have a kingdom, although He was at 
tha t moment on the cross, and all around were 
mocking Him. 

Jesus said to the thief, " Verily, I say unto 
thee, This day shalt thou be with Me in 
paradise." 

Jesus could take the poor dying thief who 
believed in Him straight to heaven, because He 
was then dying on the cross that sinners such 
as the thief might be forgiven and be with Him 
for ever. 

* Luke xxiii. 39-43. 
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Jesus had been on the cross for three hours, 
and then for the next three hours God made it 
dark over all the land. These were three hours 
of awful suffering to Jesus. It was not only 
the pain of the cross, the mocking jeers of those 
who were around Him—Jesus was enduring 
what was far more terrible to Him than any
thing else. I t was during those three hours 
that Jesus was bearing the sins of His people. 
At that time He was forsaken of God. I can
not explain this to you, but I do know there 
was nothing so terrible to Jesus. God had 
never forsaken any of His people, and yet He 
turned away His face from His own Son, when 
He was bearing the sins of His people, for God 
cannot look upon sin. At the end of these 
three hours, Jesus said, " My God ! My God ! 
why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " Ah ! it was be
cause of sin. What an awful thing sin must be! 

Jesus said, " I thirst ." 
Some one filled a sponge with vinegar, and 

put the sponge on a stick and held it up to 
Jesus. He took the vinegar, and then said, 
" I t is finished ! " 

Jesus had now finished the work He came to 
do. He had perfectly done the will of God as 
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to everything. When He had cried with a loud 
voice, Jesus said, " Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit." Then Jesus gave up His 
spirit to God. At this moment a large and 
beautiful curtain in the Temple, called the Veil, 
was torn from the top to the bottom, and there 
was an earthquake and the ground shook. 

When the officer who was over the soldiers 
who crucified Jesus saw these things, he feared 
greatly and said, " Surely this was the Son of 
God ! " 

CHAPTER LI I. 

T H E BURIAL OF J E S U S — J o h n xix. 31-42. 

]\ /TARY MAGDALENE and some other 
•L*-L women still kept near the cross. They 

could not go away from the place where the 
body of Jesus was. 

When evening came the Jews did not want 
the bodies to remain upon the cross any 
longer ; so they asked Pilate if their legs might 
be broken, and tha t they might be taken away. 

Then came the soldiers and brake the legs 
of one thief and then of the other thief. But 



172 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

when they came to Jesus and saw that He was 
dead already, they brake not His legs ; but one 
of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
there came out blood and water. John was 
there, and he saw these things. 

There was a rich man named Joseph of 
Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus in his 
heart. He had been so afraid of the priests 
and the people that he had kept it a secret, and 
had not followed Jesus as Peter and John and 
the others had done. But now that Jesus was 
really put to death by wicked hands, and the 
Jews had crucified their king, Joseph could 
no longer hide that he believed in Jesus. He 
went boldly to Pilate, and asked if he might 
have the body of Jesus ; and Pilate let him 
have it. 

So Joseph took away the body of Jesus. 
There was another man with Joseph, named 

Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, but 
he had never hated Jesus, nor wished to kill 
Him. Nicodemus did believe in Jesus, and 
he had once gone to see Him at night, when it 
was dark.* Nicodemus was ashamed for others 
to see him, and yet he wanted very much to 

* John iii. 
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speak to Jesus, and to ask Him to teach him 
what he wanted to know. Jesus did not 
answer Nicodemus in the way he had expected. 
Jesus told him he must be born again. 

God has indeed prepared good things which 
He is waiting to give to poor sinners ; but we 
learn, from the way in which Jesus spoke to 
Nicodemus, that the desire for these things, the 
understanding of them, and the being able to 
receive them, must all come from God too. 
I t is a wonderful thing to find out tha t every
thing which is really good must come from God, 
and nothing good can be found anywhere else, 

After Jesus had spoken of this to Nicodemus, 
He said those beautiful words which tell us how 
great God's love is, and how much He has done 
that sinners may be blessed. Jesus said, 
" God so loved the world, tha t He gave His 
only begotten Son, tha t whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life."* 

If Nicodemus and Joseph had only been bold 
enough to follow Jesus, whatever others might 
have said, how much more they would have 
learnt about God and about Jesus. 

* John iii. 16. 
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However, Nicodemus, like Joseph, could not 
any longer hide that he believed in Jesus, so 
he went with Joseph. They took the body of 
Jesus, and wrapt it in linen clothes with spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury. They 
laid the body in a new tomb which had been cut 
out of the rock. Then they rolled a great stone 
to the door of the tomb, and went away. This 
tomb or sepulchre was in a garden. 

Mary Magdalene and another Maty had been 
watching all the time, and saw the p^ce where 
He had been laid. 

CHAPTER LIU. 

T H E RESURRECTION. 

\ / O U remember how the Lord had often told 
-*- His disciples tha t He would rise again 

the third day. The priests and Pharisees 
remembered this, although the disciples did not 
seem to do so. 

*I do not know whether these priests and 
Pharisees really believed that what Jesus said 
must come true, but they went to Pilate, and 

* Matt, xxvii. C2-66. 
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said to him, " Sir, this deceiver said while He 
was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 
Will you order that the sepulchre shall be 
watched until the third day, for fear His dis
ciples should come by night and steal Him 
away, and then say He was risen from the 
dead ? " 

Pilate said, " You have some men to watch. 
Go your way, and make it as sure as you can." 

So the priests and Pharisees went and sealed 
the stone, and set some men to watch. 

Jesus had said He would rise again on the 
third day, and could priests and Pharisees, 
could soldiers, or a great stone sealed—could 
any, or all of these things keep Jesus in the 
tomb when the third day had come ? No, 
indeed they could not. Jesus rose from the 
dead when the moment for Him to do so came. 
The power of God is shown in resurrection, 
it is very wonderful. But then the power of 
God is so great, that we cannot understand it ; 
we can only believe it. 

* Very early in the moi ning, while it was yet 
dark, Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre. 
Early as it was, something had happened before 

* John xx. 
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she got there. The Lord had risen ; Jesus had 
left the tomb. 

T h e r e had been a great earthquake, and 
the angel of the Lord had come down from 
heaven and rolled back the stone from the door 
of the tomb, and sat upon it. The angel's 
face was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow. 

The men who had been sent to watch the 
sepulchre were so frightened that they shook 
all over, and became like dead men. 

When Mary saw the stone was rolled away, 
and tha t Jesus was not in the tomb, she went to 
find Peter and John, and said to them, " They 
have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
and we know not where they have laid Him " 

' So Peter and John ran to the sepulchre, 
John got there first, and he stooped down and 
looked into the tomb and saw the linen clothes 
lying ; but John did not go in. 

Then Peter came to the sepulchre, and he 
went inside and saw the linen clothes which had 
been wrapped about the body of Jesus folded 
in their places. Afterwai ds, John went in, and 
then he believed that Jesus was risen from the 
dead. 

* Matt, xxviii. 2. 
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Then the disciples went away to their own 
home. 

But Mary could not go away. She stood at 
the sepulchre weeping, and as she wept she 
stooped down and looked into the sepulchre. 
She saw two angels in white, sitting, one at the 
head, and the other at the feet, where the body 
of Jesus had lain. They said to her, " Woman, 
why weepest thou ? " 

Mary answered, " Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid Him." 

When she had said this she turned and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not tha t it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, " Woman, why weepest 
thou ? Whom seekest thou ? " 

Mary thought it was the gardener who spoke, 
and she said, " Sir, if you have carried Him 
away from here, tell me where you have laid 
Him, and I will take Him away." 

Jesus said to her, " Mary." 
Mary knew that voice now. 
She turned herself and said unto Him, 

" Rabboni ," which means Master. 
Jesus said to her, " Touch Me not, for I am 

not yet ascended (or gone up) to My Father. 
12 
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Go to My brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend to My Father, and to your Father ; to 
My God, and to your God." 

Jesus called His disciples His brethren, and 
He sent them this wonderful message by Mary. 

Mary went and told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these 
things unto her. 

Some other women went to the sepulchre 
tha t same day. They saw an angel who told 
them that Jesus was risen from the dead. The 
women went to tell the disciples this, and as 
they were going Jesus Himself met them, and 
they fell down at His feet and worshipped Him. 

CHAPTER LIV. 

J E S U S APPEARS TO H I S D I S C I P L E S — 

Luke xxiv. 13-36. 

ON that same first day of the week on 
which the Lord rose from the dead, two 

disciples were walking to a little village about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. As they went 
they talked of how Jesus had been put to death. 
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They were very sad, for they did not believe 
that Jesus was risen from the dead. 

While they talked together Jesus Himself 
drew near and went with them, but they did 
not know tha t it was Jesus. He said to them, 
'' What are you talking about ? Why do you 
look so sad ? " 

One of them answered, " Are you a stranger 
that you do not know what has happened in 
Jerusalem ? " 

Jesus said to them, " What has happened ? " 
Then they answered, " The priests and rulers 

have crucified Jesus of Nazareth whom we 
thought was going to be the king of Israel. 
Some women whom we know have very much 
surprised us by saying that when they went to 
the sepulchre early, they did not find His body, 
but they saw some angels who said that He 
was alive." 

Then Jesus said to them, " How slow you 
are to believe. Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into His 
glory ? " And then He explained to them 
many things which are said in the Scriptures 
about Himself. 

By that time they had reached the village, 
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and they asked Jesus to stay with them that 
evening, for it was getting late, and Jesus went 
in. 

As they sat down to supper, Jesus took some 
bread and blessed it, and then He broke it and 
gave to them. 

When Jesus did this these disciples knew at 
once who He was. They knew that it was 
Jesus. 

They looked round, but they could not see 
Him. He had gone. 

Then they said to one another, " Did not our 
hearts burn within us while He talked with us 
by the way, and while He explained to us the 
Scriptures ? " 

Although it was late, they felt they must go 
back to Jerusalem and tell the other disciples. 

When they reached Jerusalem, they found 
the disciples and others gathered together, who 
said to them, " The Lord is risen indeed ! " 
The two disciples then told what Jesus had 
said as He walked with them, and how He was 
known to them in the breaking of bread. 

As they were all talking together, Jesus Him
self stood in their mid.=+. He said to them, 
" Peace be unto you." 
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At first the disciples were frightened, and 
thought they saw a spirit. But Jesus said to 
them, " Why are you troubled ? Look at My 
hands and My feet, tha t it is I Myself." 

When He had said this, He showed unto 
them His hands and His side, and they could 
see the marks where the nails had been and 
where the spear had pierced Him. Then were 
the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, " Peace be unto 
you." Then He told them that as the Father 
had sent Him into the world, so He would 
send them. 

Thomas was not with the disciples, and 
when they told him they had seen the Lord, he 
would not believe it. He said, " Unless I see 
in His hands the marks of the nails, and put 
my hand into His side, I will not believe." * 

Jus t a week after this the disciples were 
again together, with the doors closed. This 
time Thomas was with them. 

Then came Jesus and stood in the midst, and 
said to them, " Peace be unto you." Jesus 
turned to Thomas, and said, " Look at My 
hands ; put your hand into My side, and be 
not faithless, but believing." 

* John xx. 24. 
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Thomas could no longer doubt ; lie said to 
Jesus, " My Lord, and my God." 

Jesus said, " Because you have seen, you 
have believed ; blessed are thev that have not 
seen and yet have believed." 

CHAPTER LV. 

J E S U S SHOWS H I M S E L F TO H I S DISCIPLES 

BY THE SEA OF GALILEE—John xxi. 

V7"OU will remember how Jesus stilled the 
J- storm at sea, and how another time He 

walked on the sea to go to His disciples who 
were toiling in rowing. One day after Jesus 
was risen from the dead, seven of His disciples 
were on the shore of that sea. Peter was one 
of them. He said to the others, " I am going 
out fishing." 

The other disciples answered, " We will go 
with you." They got into a boat, but all 
through the night they caught nothing. 

When the morning came, Jesus stood on the 
shore, but the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to them, " Children, have 
you any fish ? " 
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They answered, " No." 
Then He said unto them, " Cast the net on 

the right side of the ship, and ye shall find." 
They did so, and the net was so full of fishes 

that they could not draw it up. John, who was 
there, said to Peter, " It is the Lord." 

When Peter heard that, he cast himself into 
the sea to go to Jesus. The other disciples 
followed in the ship, dragging the net with 
fishes. There were one hundred and fifty-
three great fishes, and yet the net was not 
broken. 

When they came to the land, they saw a fire 
and some fish laid on i t ; there was also some 
bread. 

Jesus said, " Come and dine." Then all the 
disciples knew that it was the Lord. Jesus 
gave them some of the bread and some of the 
fish. 

When they had dined, Jesus asked Peter if 
he loved Him more than the other disciples did. 
Peter said, " Yes, Lord, Thou knowest that I 
love Thee." Jesus said to him, " Feed My 
lambs." 

A second time Jesus asked Peter if he loved 
Him, and again Peter answered, " Yes, Lord, 
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Thou knowest that I love Thee." Then Jesus 
said to him, " Feed My sheep." 

For the third time Jesus asked Peter, 
" Lovest thou Me ? " Peter was grieved 
because Jesus had said unto him the third 
time, " Lovest thou Me ? " He answered, 
" Lord, Thou knowest all things ; Thou 
knowest tha t I love Thee." Jesus said unto 
him, " Feed My sheep." 

You will remember, I am sure, tha t Peter 
had three times denied the Lord. Jesus did 
not speak to Peter of his sin, but Peter's answer 
to these questions showed that he had learnt a 
lesson. He did not now boast that he loved 
Jesus more than the rest did. Peter felt that 
all he could say was, tha t Jesus, who could see 
into his heart, would see that he did love Him. 

Now that Peter had learnt he was weak, the 
Lord could give him the care of that which was 
most precious to Him—His sheep and His 
lambs. 

Peter had boasted that he would die with 
Jesus, but now that his boasting had come to 
an end, Jesus told him that he really should die 
for Him one day. 

After that , Jesus said to him. " Follow Me." 
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Peter turned, and saw John, and then he said, 
" Lord, and what shall this man do ? " Jesus 
said, " If I will that he stays here until I come, 
what is that to thee ? Follow thou Me." 

The disciples had often been told that Jesus 
was not going to remain with them then, but 
that He would one day come to this earth 
again and reign as a king. They did not know 
when this would be. Peter was the only one 
of the disciples who was quite sure that he 
should die before Jesus came again. 

CHAPTER LVI. 

T H E ASCENSION. 

"VTOW tha t the Lord was risen from the 
^ ^ dead, He had a resurrection body—a 
body tha t could never die. Jesus had a real 
body of flesh and bones, but He would never be 
tired or feel pain any more. 

After His resurrection, Jesus was not always 
with His disciples, as He had been before His 
death. You remember how He had appeared 



l 8 6 HELP FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 

in their midst on the evening of the day on 
which He rose, and before that , He had sud
denly disappeared from the eyes of the two 
disciples with whom He was having supper. 

Neither the priests, the Pharisees, nor the 
people to whom Jesus had so often preached, 
ever saw Him again. I t was only those who 
believed on Him who saw Him after His 
resurrection. 

For forty days Jesus showed Himself many 
times to His disciples, and He spoke to them a 
great deal about the kingdom of God.* 

At the end of those forty days, Jesus led 
the disciples out to Bethany. There they 
asked Him, " Lord, wilt Thou at this time set 
up the kingdom ? "•(" 

Jesus said to them, " I t is not for you to 
know the t ime." 

The Lord knew He was just about to leave 
His disciples and go up to His Father. He told 
them that they were to be witnesses unto Him. 
The disciples were to tell others about Jesus— 
about His death, about His resurrection. This 
was the one thing they were to do. You find 
most people are busy about one thing or 

* Acts i. 3. f Luke xxiv. 50. 
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another. Some have a great deal of business 
to do and to think of. But the disciples were 
only to be busy about what Jesus wanted them 
to do—to speak of Him to others, so that many 
might believe on Him, and know that He loved 
them and gave Himself for them. 

After Jesus had talked with His disciples for 
some time, He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them. As He was blessing them, He was taken 
up from the earth, and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight. Jesus had gone back to 
heaven to His Father. As the disciples stood 
looking up to heaven where Jesus had gone, 
two angels stood by them in white clothing. 
They said to the disciples, " Why do you stand 
looking up to heaven ? This same Jesus, who 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in the same way as you have seen Him go into 
heaven." 

Then the disciples went back to Jerusalem, 
with great joy, praising and blessing God. 
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CHAPTER LV1I. 

THE DISCIPLES AFTER THE LORD'S 
ASCENSION. 

T HAVE told you how the Lord went back to 
J- heaven, and left the disciples down here 
to live for Him. Jesus had said that the 
disciples should have power given them from 
on high that they might do so-.* 

A few days after Jesus had ascended to His 
Father, the Holy Spirit came down from 
heaven, to be in the disciples and to abide with 
them. | By the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
disciples used to preach and teach others about 
Jesus whenever they could, and those who 
believed in Jesus through their preaching used 
to do the same. After a little time those who 
believed were called Christians. 

When Jesus was with the disciples, He had 
told them that they would be unkindly treated 
for His name's sake, that they might even be 

* Luke xxiv. 49. f Acts ii. 
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killed ; and this is what really did happen to 
the disciples.* 

A wicked king cut off the head of James, 
and put Peter in prison. | God sent an angel to 
let Peter out of the prison, as He did not mean 
Peter to die then Some time afterwards Peter 
was killed, as the Lord had told him he would 
be. John lived to be quite old.J At last he 
was sent away to a lonely island. While he 
was there, the Lord one day appeared to him, 
and showed him some wonderful things. John 
was to write what he had seen in a book. This 
book comes at the end of the Bible, and is 
called the Revelation. There are a great many 
things in it which are difficult for you to under
stand. 

The disciples had many things to suffer while 
they were on earth, but their sufferings are over 
now ; their work is done, and their spirits are 
at rest with Jesus. 

A great many have since then believed on 
Jesus ; those who have died are at rest, and 
happy with Him. 

I am sure you remember that when Jesus 

* John xvi. 2. f Acts xii. + Rev. i. 9. 
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told Martha that He was the resurrection and 
the life,* He told her that those who believed 
in Him, though they might die, yet they should 
be raised again ; and that those who believe in 
Him and are alive on this earth when this takes 
place, should never die at all. Soon Jesus will 
come to raise the bodies of His sleeping saints, 
and to change those who shall then be living. 
All will have glorious bodies like His, and He 
will take them to be with Himself for ever and 
for ever, j 

CHAPTER LV11I. 

T H E COMING KINGDOM. 

T HAVE told you tha t the Lord Jesus will 
-̂  come to this earth again, and reign over it. 
You know now the way in which this world has 
treated Jesus. You have heard how He was 
hated because He spoke the truth, and how at 
last men could not rest until they crucified 
Him. The world is not a bit better to-day. 
If Jesus were to come to this town in which you 

* John xi. 25, 26. f 1 Cor. xv. 51. 
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live, He would not be wanted here, the people 
would seek to get rid of Him. Those who 
really do believe in Jesus, and know that He 
died for them, know too tha t this world is not 
the place to make them happy—that all their 
happiness must come from the place where 
Jesus is now, and not from the world which 
crucified Him. 

But will Jesus reign over the earth as it is 
now ? No. Before that happy time begins, 
the Lord Jesus will come from heaven with 
His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on those that know not God and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.* They will be punished with everlast
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of His power. A very 
great many will be thus destroyed. How-
solemn it is to hear of Jesus, and yet not to 
believe on Him, not to know Him as a Saviour ! 
All such must perish because they received 
not the love of the t ruth that they might be 
saved. | 

After the Lord has destroyed His enemies. 
He will reign gloriously and with great power. 

* 2 Thess. i. 7-9. f 2 Thess. ii. 10. 
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Every one will bow to Jesus then, and own 
Him Lord of all.* God will give a new heart 
to the people, so that they will all keep His 
laws and walk in His ways ; even the little 
children will do so. j The world is now frill of 
sin, sorrow, and death. When Jesus reigns, 
instead of sin there will be righteousness; 
instead of sorrow there will be joy and glad
ness ; instead of death, no one will die unless 
they sin. No one will be able to go on in sin 
when Jesus reigns. What a happy and 
glorious time that will be ! Satan will be 
bound, so that he will not be able to go about 
telling lies. J There will be no more curse, ij but 
all the earth will be filled with the glory of the 
Lord, and every one will know Him, from the 
least to the greatest.il And the Lord will be 
King over all the earth. In that day shall 
there be one Lord, and His name one.̂ f 

* Isa. xlv. 23. 
f Ezek. xxxvi. 26. I Rev. xx. 2. 

§ Rev. xxii. 3. j Jcr. xxxi. 34. *! Zecii. xiv. 9. 
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