
FROM GLORY TO GLORY: 

SELECT ADDRESSES ON THE 

CALLING, HOPE. AND MANIFESTATION 

OF 

THE ELECT OF GOD. 

BY 

DR. THOMAS NEATBY. 

Author of•' Ottr Lord's Coming Again: His Appearing and 

Reign," &c. 

ffltitlt :1Entr.ob1tction h� �- �L <Enlblucll. 

GLASGOW: 

PICKERING & INGLIS, PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS. 

LONDON: 

S. BAGSTER & SoNs,. Ltd., 15 Paternoster Row, E.C.

And may be ordered tlirouglt any Bokselle1·. 



Picktring � Inglis' £ibrarits. 

The Beres( Qrd Books, - - 2/6 each 

15 Volumes Uniform Size, Style, and Price. 

The Believer's Library, .. 116 each 
23 Volumes. Blue Cloth, 175,400 Copies issued. 

Boys and Girls Library, - 1/6 each
10 Volumes. Square shape. Illustrated. 

Helpful Half-hours, • 1/ each
New Series by well-known •reachers. 

The Gospel Library, - 1/ each 
13 Volume!?, Large size. Profusely illustrated. 

Bible Student's Bookshelf, 1/ each 
12 Vols. Half-bound style. Various Subjects. 

Pocket Helps for Bible R.eaders, = 6d. each 
16 Volumes. Limp Cloth. Round Corners. 

The Witness Pamphlets, - .. 1d. each 
New Issue. Tinted Paper. 

Penny Library of R.emarkable Books, 1d. each 
:xo Kinds. Crown 8vo. 776,300 issued. 

Full List of Titles and A1,tlzors post.free. 

GLASGOW: 

PICKERING & INGLIS, PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS. 



Ube 'Wlitness 
EpITED BY JOHN R. CALDW�LL.

Issued on the first of each month, contains 
Biblical Articles (doctrinal and practical), Ques
tions and Answers, Correspondence, Intelligence, 
&c., and is sent post free to any address at the 
following rates per annum:-

One copy far 1/6 ; two copies /or 2/6 ; rour coj,i1s 
or more /or 1/ eadi copy. S jecimens free. 

THE PUBLISHING OFFICE, 
73 BOTHWELL STREET, GLASGOW. 



�reface. 

T
HE following papers are from Notes of
-Addresses given by Dr. Neatby at Con

ference and other meetings in various places 
in Scotland. 

Though the subjects are different, yet, being 
a.11 of a kindred nature, there are numerous 
repetitions ; buf it has been thought better to 
give the Addresses as delivered, so as to retain, 
as far as possible, their freshness, interest, and 
edification. 

In much of the present-day prophetic teaching 
there is evidence of careful study and critical 
acu1nen, and much is hazarded by 'Yay of in
terpretation as to the course of future events, 
but too often there is a felt absence of a 
personal Christ for the heart to rest in and 
wait for. 

It is this that makes these Addresses so 
precious and practical, that throughout each 
it is the adorable Person of the Lord Jesus that 
is kept steadily in view: 

It has been a pleasure and profit to go over 
the notes and proofs for publication, and n1ay 
a like blessing be experienced by every reader. 

J. R. C. 



"BUT WE ALL, WITH OPEN FACE BEHOLDING 

AS IN A GLASS THE GLORY OF THE 

LORD, ARE CHANGED INTO 

THE SAME IMAGE 

FROM GLORY TO GLORY 

EVEN AS BY THE SPIRIT 

OF THE LORD." 

2 Cor. 3. 18. 
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M
y soul amid this stormy world

Is like some fluttered dove, 
And fain would be as swift of wing 

To flee to Him I love 

The cords that bound my heart to earth 
Are broken by His hand ; 

Before His Cross I found myself 
A stranger in the land. 

That visage marr'd, those sorrows deep. 
The vinegar and gall-

These were His golden chains of love, 
His captive to enthral. 

My heart is with Him on His throne, 
And ill can brook delay; 

Each moment list'ning for the voice, 
" Rise up and come away." 

Ah! leave me not in this base world 
A stranger still to roam ; 

Come, Lord, and take me to Thyself
" Come, Jesus, quickly come." 

R. C. (;HAP.M:AN
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.. For our conversation is ln heaven; from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chr-ist�
who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His gloriou� body; according to 
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself" (Phil. iii. 20, 21). 

THIS represents both our calling and our 
h9pe. Our calling is to be a heavenly 

p'eojle: our hope is a heavenly Sa71iour. You 
cannot have the one fully without' the other. 
The hope ·is a part of the calling: and I would 
just say what I think is of some importance., 
that the coming of the Lord is no part of 
prophecy. Prophecy refers to earthly events. 
You can satisfy yourself of the fact in looking 
at any of the great prophets-Daniel, the image 
and the beasts. Jeremiah and Isaiah;both speak 
of the earth; . constantly prophecy has to do 
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with the earth, but the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to receive U$ to Himself is not a 
subject of prophecy. It has nothing to do with 
the earth, but �vith heaven, "From whence also 
we look for• the Saviour." It is the finish of 
the blessed work that the Lord Jesus has 
conimen�ed. The events on �irtl?- will tµn 
their course; but we are 

NOT LOOKING FOR· EVENTS, 

we are looking for Christ ftom heaven. "Our 
conversation is in heaven "-that is our citizen
ship, or "our commonwealth," I think the Re
vised Version gives it. The conversation of the 
Christian, his �eportment, should be the result 
of the fact that his commonwealth is in heaven. 

We are altogether a heave_nly people, if we. 
are Christian's; we _are somet�ing like the sheet 
that was _let dovrn to Peter. (Acts x.). Whilst 
he was waiting, as they made ready. for him to 
ea�, two men were approaching the house, and 
he had a vision of a sheet let down from heaven

. . . 
with all sorts of animals in it. It served its 
end,. and it was taken up into -heaven again. 
Christians-saints of God now-are a peo"ple 
that belong tQ hea-ven; but are sent down as 
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Christ was sent down to work on earth for a 
little while, and at the proper moment, held in 
the hands of God, they will be taken away from 
earth-they do not belong to it. They· as little 
belong to it, as to their calling, as Christ did. 
He came into: this earth to do the will of God 
in a perfect life, then to do His will fully in the 
perfect sacrifice of Himself to which you and I 
owe everything.. He testified that the deeds: 
of .this world were evil. · He had no place to 
lay His head in it. "He came to His own, and 
His own received ·.Him not.'' And Christians, 
whe� they lose the hope of the Lord's return, 
lose, too, their unworldy character, and seek in 
proportion to the. absence of th� " hop�" to 
make themselves comfortable in this world. 

· "Our conversation is in heaven, from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord · J e�us 
Christ." The Lo�d, in going away, left us the 
hope of His return in the most blessed, yet 
simple, language that y9u can conceive. "I 
go away," �'I go to prepare a place for you;,. 
and, "If I go and prepare a place for you, I. 
will come again and receive you. unto Myself'" 
(John xiv\ 3). I love THE SIMPLICITY OF THIS.

Some feel a great difficulty as to arranging 
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prophetic truths; but here there can be no 
diffic?lty. Christ says, "I am going away." 
He went. "If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again." He goes to the 
.Father's house. "In my Father's house are 
many mansions." It is heaven, no doubt, but 
He does not call it heaven: He calls it "His 
rather's house." Why? He is going to prepare 
a place for other children in the Father's king
dom. He is going there to prepare the place 
which He has as the Son of God for other sons 
of God-those that are made children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus, through His sovereign 
grace. He is there preparing our place; that 
is to say, His appearance t�ere is the taking 
possession of the Father's house in the name 
of the children. 

The same_ thing occurs in connection with 
the entering of Christ into the I-Ioly" place. 
When it is a question of reden1ption, and of the 
value of the blood, and of a sotil being in the 
presence of a Holy God, He enters the holiest 
by His own blood. In the title of the precious 
blood which He presents, He enters ·as our 
r.epresentative. So here in John He 1s the Son 
going back to the Father, and I!e presents 
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Himself to take possession of the Father's hous� 

for all the children-not for Himself; His title 
.. 

is undisputed "from everlasting to everlasting.'� 

He takes possession for Himself as the "first 

born" of the '' many sons" God is bringing to 

glory. " If I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come .a�ain and receive you unto Myself." 

Now, when Christ comes to reign He will have 

much to do with antichrist and the beast, and 

I don't know what; but there is 

NOTHING OF ANTICHRIST AND 

THE BEAST HERE: 

thank God for it. It is simply a question of 
His coming �gain personally as He went
con1ing to receive His saints to be with Him· 

where He is. His object is to receive His· 
Church. 

Now, there is one question of great im

portance : I-Iow is it that the hope of Christ's 

return has so little power upon the Church of 

God to-day? My brethren, I can tell you: 

the reason is this, it is want of communion 
with earth's rejected and heaven's honoured 
Christ. If we had, every day, in our souls real 
fellowship, heart-fellowship, with · the Lord 
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Jesus Christ; if we knew more of what it is to 
walk by the faith of the Son of God, "who loved 
me, and gave. Himself for me;"· if it was a 
reality to me that He loved· me, that He gave 
Himself for me, that He looks right down to 
me every day, that I am before His eye,. that 
I. was in His heart when He took that awful
cup from the hands of His Father, when He
drank it, f orsakeJ:?. of His God-then the hope
of His coining woul<;l be more of a reality to us.
Ab, if Christ had more hold of our hearts His
coming would be more a necessity to our souls.
That is what we want. We do not want so
much the doctrine of the Lord's coming as a
living fellowship-a living association with
Christ every .hour of the day. We want to
know Christ in the. circumstances through
which we pass. Oh, my brother, .my sister,-may
God give you to cultivate much comn1union
with this Saviour, much fellowship with Hi1n.

"From whence also we look for the · Lord 
Jesus Christ." The apostle has spoken in the 
preceding part of the chapter of the time when 
he was on his way to Damascus to blot out the 
na1ne of Jesus from under heaven, and lo, Jesus 
appears to hin1. He would not have been more 
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surprised to see a person he had known to be dead 
for twenty years than to see Christ in His glory 
looking down upon His enemy

? 
His persecutor. 

"If a man finds his enemy, will he let him go 
well away?" and Christ has found His enemy; 
but He reveals Himself in such grace to Saul 
of Tarsus that Saul says, "Yes, Christ Jesus 
1ny Lo'rd." It makes a complete· change of 
everything i� the whole life of Saul of Tarsus. 
Before, he had follow·ed righteousness whicli is 
of the law; now he sees his righteousness only 
in a heavenly Christ. He sees Christ his 
righteousness, 

CHRIST HIS HOPE, 

Christ his living joy, Christ Jesus his Lord. 
I • 

• 

Do you .think of Christ Jesus aftet tµis· fashion 
when you speak·of waiting for Christ? If we 
did, we ,�ould be waiting· f o'r Christ as the 
apostle was waiting for Him. ,ve want to 
·know Christ, to wait for Him niore singly,
more simply. But now, it is "from whence
we lo:>k for the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour."
Christ can1e· the first time to accomplish the
work whereby we can be saved: I--Ie accom
plished it by dying-we have life by His death.
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But the salvation is only partially accomplished. 
Man consists of body and soul; the soul is. 
saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There 
is no question about the salvation of the soul ; 
but the body is still unsaved. God's purpose 
is, that the whole man should participate in 
redemption; that the whol� n1an should be 
re ·.eemed by th� precious blood of Christ. 
Now the price paid for the body was no other 
than the price that was paid for the soul; for 
Go<l: seldon1 speaks in the Scriptures of the 
salvation_ of t�� soul-He generally speaks of
the salvation· of men and wome,n. It is true 
in Peter we read "receiving the end of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls." The refer
ence is evidently to Israers blessing upon the 
earth, and our salvation spiritually in contrast 
to the earthly blessing that was Israel's portion. 
God has redeemed the whole man-has paid 
the price for the whole man-He has made it 
good as to the soul, and He is going to make 
it good as to the body. Christ can then, as 
Saviour, change the body of our hu111iliation 

- ' 

(it is a body of humiliation, a. body of vile 
materials, but not a vile body; it is a body of 
disease and weakness, subject to disease and 
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death), and make it like unto His own glorious 

body. That is the hope! Our brother has 

been speaking just now about death not being 

the hope. 

DEATH IS THE HOPE OF NO ONE. 

-I never knew a man, unless it was one with a·

diseased mind, that found any hope in death

at all. But here is a hope, " He !,hall change

our vile bodies that they may be fashioned

like unto His Own glorious body"-or "unto

His body of glory." I think one of the most

precious portions of God's Word is that pur

pose of our God, "Whom He did foreknow,

He also did predestinate to be conformed to

the image of .His Son, that He might be the
. -

firstborn of many brethren/' Our hope is to

see Christ Himself:-· blessed word of the.

apostle's, " Christ• Himself!" Ah! yes, He·

will not have r:emoved the marks of the pas�ion

through which He went for you and -me.

Every thorn-mark upon that holy brow will be

more glorious than any part of 'His face un

maired. Oh, to see His face as it is. What

a t}:iought. Oh ! what a thought. And then

to be like Him, just to bear His image. \Ve
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have borne-the image of the earthy well. \Ve 
have borne the im'age of the first 'rebellious 
Adam. You and I have borne it too well; we 
shali bear the image of the second · man, the 
last Adam. Ohl it is God's purpose; it is 
God's predestination, ·my brethren; let us 
cherish the hope, let us hug it. Let us press 
after the One that is coming, assuredly coming, 
as he says Hitnself, speedily. Coming so that 
we can look for.Him now-not look for events, 
not look for antichrist, not look for· the beast. 
Oh, no, they will all come, every one of then1 
in their day-it must be, God has ·said it; but 
before they come to pass, Chri'st my Saviour 
will come. 

HE WILL COME AS MY SAVIOUR 

to change this vile body into the likeness· of 
His glory. You may be s·ure that I am glad 
of it at any rate. Yes, all trace of· sin gohe 
for ever; the result of Christ's passion and 
death. Oh, it is a hope, my brethren, it is a 
hope indeed, Christ Himself. There is nothing 
but joy in the hope. You cannot think of any 
one dying without so1ne misgiving. If it is 
yourself you may be excused for having some 
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dread ; if it is some one very dear t'o you, you 
think of it with even more dread; but here 
there is no dread at all. in seeing Hin1. Oh, 
that He would come while I am speaking! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come now that I may see 
Thee. vVould there' be any fear in it? 
"Wherefore," He says� "co1nfort one another 
with these words" ( I Thess. iv. 18). Yes, it 
is a comfort when it is a question- of· �eeing 
Christ, of seeing the One " who loved me and 
gave Himself for me." It is indeed a comfort, 
there is no let, there is no hindrance, there .is 
no possible fear. Do you think that I should 
fear the joy of seeing again. my dear father and 
mother? Surely not. Fear! What for? ,vhy 
I think it would be an unspeakable joy to me 
to see them now. But oh, my Saviour, has 
loved me a great deal better than my father or 
mother ever did, and I want to see Him. I 
want to see that face that was once· so marred 
for me; it will be heaven to gaze upon Him. 
Oh, what has not the sotil found in Christ? 
What has. even n1y feeble soul found in Him? 
Many a time have I watched the sun setting 
on a long summer day when I was a little boy 
(for I was but a boy when God converted me), 
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and felt all the terrors of hell· around me. 

How often have I felt that that sun will go 

down for the last time some day, and where 

shall I be then? And is it nothing that Christ 

1ny Saviour has changed all that-that there is 

"no fear.in/love," that there is no fear, blessed 

Lord, in seeing Thy face, no- fear in anything 

else, for the peace of God keeps the heart and 

mind through Christ Jesus. L have found a 

Saviour to receive 1ne to Himself above, and I 

found a Saviour to save and bless me all the 

way along. Oh, ,vhat a hope it is to see Him 

as He is. How is He? Just as when Thomas 

was bidden to behold His hands, to put his 

hand into His side-that is how He is; blessed 

be His name! Thomas did not put His finger 

into the print of the nails, and he did not 

thrust his hands into His side. No, he said, 

"My Lord and my God" when He saw Him. 

WHAT SHALi:. I SAY WHEN I SEE HIM? 

I have so1netimes wondered what I shall say, 

and I do not know whether I shall be able to 

say anything at all. If I am able to speak I 

think it will be to say, "Son of G0d, who loved 

me and gave Himself for n1e." May you be 
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kept for that day, n1y friend. And if there is 

one that has not a title in His precious blood 

to stand before Him, let me tell you I have 

found a Saviour in Christ, I have found a 

blessed, heavenly Friend in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and His blood cleanseth from all 

sin. May that blood be sprinkled upon your 

conscience, and in its efficacy and title n1ay 

you see at length (not the King in His beauty) 

the Bridegroom of your heart. 



THE ELECT OF GOD. 

COLOSSIANS III. 

1 2 Put on therefore, as the �lect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness ·of mind, meekness, .long-suffering. 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any 1nan have a quarrel aga:nst 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

r 4 And above all th�se things put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness. 

r 5 And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body ; and be ye thankful. 

16 Let the Word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admo
�ishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. 

1 7 And whatoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in .th.e name of the Lord Jesus, g1v1ng 
thanks to God and the Father by Hi1n. 



AND THE EIGHT VIRTUES THEY ARE EXHORTED 

TO" PUT ON." 

Portion read, Colossians iii. 12-17. 

THE �p�stle_ h:s made the position . the
Christian ts 1n before God very clear. 

They have put off the. old man-they have

done it; they have put on _the .. new man-they 
have done it. 

Let us accept the \\1 ord of God just as it 
stands. We are never told to put off the old 
man-never told to put on the new. The 
corresponding verses in Ephesians ought to be 
pretty much what these are· in our version. It 
is quite clear in the original that the thing is 
done-it is a matter of faith ; 

Tlie old man IS put off, 

The new man 1s put on. 
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In the Epistle to the Galatians it says "they 
that are Christ's (that includes all-the fathers, 
the young men, the babes) have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts" (Gal. v. 24). 
It is done ; faith countersigns our own death 
warrant. God has crucified our old man with 
Christ. The sentence, the righteous sentence, 
against sin has been executed in my person 
and yours. It is done ; the old man is gone 
by the judgment of God. The new man 
stands before God, all that He could wish in 
Christ Jesus the Lord. There we stand, my 
brethren. 0 let us know it; let us have the 
joy of the consciousness of it as an accom
plished fact every day. The life should tell it, 
the conduct should reveal it in everything. I 
am not in the flesh; Qod says so. I believe God. 
I am not in the flesh; -so much so, that the 
Spirit of God says: "When we were in the 
flesh "-" When I was in London I did so and 
so," and this shows that I a1n not in London 
now. I once was in the flesh-I arn not there 
now ; that is not my standing before God at 
all. The old man is crucified-the new man 
is put on. 

Now, here begins the practical exhortation 
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that is based upon the truth that I have spoken 
of: " Put on, therefore ; " there is something 
to put on, although it is a fact that I have put 
on the new man. And in what language does 
the Spirit of God address the saint · of God 
here ? Just in 

THE TERMS 

that are applicable to Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Three terms are used : 

I. " ELECT oF Gon." " Behold My ,ser
vant, whom I uphold ; Mine ELECT, in whom 
My soul delighteth" (Isaiah xlii. 1 ). Is it 
so? 0 yes, it is even so. I am spokeh to, 
and thou art spoken to, my brother, my sister, 
as " the elect of God " in all the comeliness of 
Christ, in ali the delight with which God views 
the Son of His love ! How can it be ? It 1s, 
because Christ has stood for me in the j udg
ment. Christ has gotten the victory. Christ 
has gone up on high. The Holy Spirit has 
come down, and baptised me into the body of 
Christ, and I stand before the Living Gdd in 
Christ' Jesus. It is a fact. 0 it is a fact for 
me and it is a fact for you. Elect of God ! 

II. "HOLY "-and is that true too? God
tells n1e to be holy; but am I holy? Yes, 
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God calls me holy. I accept it humbly. I 

thank Him that He can call me holy. It would 

not be humility at all for me to den1ur to God 

calling· me "holv;" it is true humility to say 

" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul 1 " " According 

as He hath chosen us in Him before the foun

dation .of the world that we should be holy and 

without blame before Him in love." 

We are holy by the call of our God : we are 

holy through the blood of Christ: we are holy 

by faith: sanctified by faith that is in -Christ. 

0 what a change, beloved, what a place to be 

in before our God. 

III. "BELOVED." The Father has loved

us even as He loves His Son (John xvii. 23), 

and has made us accepted in the Beloved. 

Therefore, put on- not in· order to be

come the elect of God-not in order to become 

holy and beloved-. but because you are elect 

of God, holy and beloved, 

PUT ON, PUT ON, 

And then He gives us qualities upon which I 

would fain dwell with you if there were time; 

qualities which are found in Christ, which are 

found perfectly in Him. Not masculine vir-
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tues ; there isn't one recognised by the world 
as a n1asculine virtue amongst them. They 
are all of little account in the world. Put on

,.

therefore, 
"Bowels of mercies, 

Kindness, 
Humbleness of mind. 
Meekness, 
Long-suffering." 

I have heard Christians ask if it was meant 
that they should be a door-mat for peopl.e to 
walk over, and this made me think that Christ 
was very lowly in h�art, and that such a ques
tion never came from His blessed lips. If He 
could bless a soul by taking the lowest place 
possible, then He was in the lowest place 
possible; and as_ another- has said very beauti
fully, He would teach me to take the lowest 
place if it were not that He already occupies 
it Himself. 

"Bowels of mercies"-blessed Lord Jesus!
He '� went about doing good." He was moved 
with compassion when He saw the multitude 
around Him. The disciples would sen� them 
away to buy food-poor, hungry things-sent 
away from the Source of blessing to find bless-
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ing for themselves! "Give ye them to eat," 

is His gracious con1mand. ''Bowels of mercies, 

kindness, hurr1bleness of mind/' 0 how the 

living Lord Jesus passes before the mind when 

you read these qualities; how you see them all 

through, the perfect expression of Divine love 

in the circumstances of human need. 

"Klndness." 0 the "kindness," the gentle

ness of the Lord Jesus ! That poor widow 

who was carrying out her only son to bury 

him ; poor, poor widow, accustomed to carry 

out the dead to bury them, taking forth 

THE LAST LINK BROKEN 

to its long resting-place. " He was moved 

with compassion:'' it shows the kindness of the 

Lord Jesus; and that kindness is shown in 

every instance of raising the dead. There is 

some dispeqsational teaching in the others, 

but I doubt if there is any in this. The heart 

of the blessed Son of l\1an was moved with 

pity for the widow, and this is the teaching to 

gather from it. So with all the rest. 

"Hu11zbleness of nzind. '' How He washed 

their feet. It is not a very dignified .thing to 

do; not a thing you can do in a very graceful 
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way, and show off in doing it. You must get 
down where the feet are; you cannot wash 

them on a high stool. Christ was "lowly in 
heart," and He showed His lowliness of heart 

in taking that basin and washing their feet. 
0 that we knew the Maste·r better, for we 
should be able to serve our brethren much 
better if we knew Hirn better. When we saw 
the least defilement about the feet we should 
not proclaim it, but rather hide it, and we 
should take a towel and gird ourselves, and 
seek to remove the defilement from our brother; 
letting no one see it, and without letting it be 
known that we have seen it. 

We call Him "Master and Lord," and we say 
well, "for so He is ; " but O that we might 
be humble in our minds, lowly in our. spirit, 
following Christ. 

" Ji'orgiving one another," not counting how 
often, but" until seventy times seven "-always 
in the spirit of forgiveness, always ready to 
make nothing- of ourselves. 0 my friends, 
it is not easy to the proud heart that stands 
before you-it is not easy for some of your 
proud hearts-but it is the lowly, gentle, gracious 
Spirit of the Master. I covet it ; He knows I 
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covet it for you, my brethren-" forgiving one 

another, even as Christ forgave you." Let 

that ever be the measure-·'' even as Christ · 

forgave you." Have I the sense of His grace 

in my soul ? then it won't be hard for me to 

forgive my brother. 0 how many times has 
1Christ forgiven me? What an awful score He 

blotted out fifty-one years ago ! What sins He 

has forgiven since then ! Alas! that I should 

have to say it. But He has forgiven thern, 

a.nd I have never found any difficulty when I 

have gone in confession to His feet. I have 

never found it necessary to persuade Him to 

forgive me. 

Do I bear an unforgiving spirit in my heart 

towards my brother that· offends n1e per� 

haps in some trifling thing-some misunder

standing-a word, not exactly the kind word; 

it galls my spirit, and I am not ready to forgive. 

I have had 500 pence forgiven me, and I shrink 

at having to forgive half a farthing to my 

brother! 0 to know more of the Spirit of 

Christ, the mind of Christ. 

"And above all thz"ngs put on love. "-There 

is something yet higher than even these qualities. 

There is something to put over them all-all 
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kindness, all humbleness of mind, all meekne.ss 
must be covered with this divine love which 
keeps everything in .its place. Remember this, 
love is the positive side of Christianity. The 
judgment of sin-the putting away of every 
form of sin-that is the negative side. It is 
very necessary, infinitely necessary; but "love 
is of God;" it is the very nature of God. 
There is none in the human heart. 

Love is the whole positive side of Christianity. 
But how terribly this is forgotten. Some 
miserable quibble about Church government 
will sometimes upset the whole positive side 
of Christianity, and make two brethren in 
Christ not speak to each other. 

'· The bond of peifectness."--"Over all these 
put on love." It is like putting on the very 
nature of God in our measure. Put on love
" the bond of perfectness." Oh, it is a b�nd 
of perfectness! "No one hath seen God at 
any time. The only begotten Son declared 
l-Iim." If we .dwell in love, we dwell in God, 
and God· in us, and the world ·will judge of 
what your Father is and my Father is by the 
children. May they see love! 

"Let the peace of God," or rather "let the 
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peac�. of Christ "-for in this epistle to the 
Colossians --everything is ref erred to Christ in 
a special way-things elsewhere referred to 
God are here referred to Christ, because they 
were slipping away from the Head. "Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your heart." He is 
going to speak of one body, but he begins 
with the heart. Let that peace govern every
thing: let it keep everything in 9rder in your 
peart. "Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
heart, to which also ye are called in one body, 
and be ye thankful." Christ made peace. 
He }?roke down the middle wall of partition. 
He made"} ew and Gentile to be " one ��w m1n 11 

in Christ. 

THE ONE BODY IS AN EXISTING THING, 

thank God! Let us never seek to make a 
"one body." Let us recognise what God has 
made. The peace that we are here to keep 
is a peace which has reference to the one body. 
We are called to.that peace in one body. The 
Head is in heaven, the mem hers are here, 
and, alas! Satan has been permitted to scatter 

; . 

the members. There are some of these 
members in the Established Ki_rk, and there 
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are some of these n1em hers in the Free or 

U.P. Churches, and there are some of these 

members "gathered in the name of the Lord 

Jesus," and there are some that. are called 

"Exclusives," -and you have not the whole 
body unless you take in the whole members 

wherever they are found. 

'' Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart, 

to which ye are called ln one body." He would 
have the one body known as a perfectly 
recognised fact. If one member suffer, all the 
tnembers suffer with it. Is that a fact? I had 
on_ce a whitlow upon my finger's last joint. I 
�ould 1not sleep for this. It w�s onlr one little 
joint on one finger on one hand; but it kept 
n1e a wake at night, and suffering by day-every 
n1ernber suffered with the one. My head felt 

it-it was that which did feel it-it was not 

the finger ; the head felt it. The head is con
nected by nerves with every part, and the head 
got the worst of it. Well, we know who the 

Head is, and every member is essential to that 

one body. You· cannot say, to ·the weakest, 
"I have no need of thee." But that brother is 
amongst the \Vesleyans ! "I cannot say I have 
no need of thee." But this other is among the 
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Exclusives! "I cannot say I have no need of 

thee." Is your next door neighbour a Wesleyan, 

and on the other side one gathered to the 

name of the Lord only, and the one opposite 

an Exclusive? Is the peace of God ruling in 

your heart ? You hear that the wife of your 

next-door neighbour-the Wesleyan-. is lying 

ill. Doe� the bunch of grapes go next door 

-to the Wesleyan on the right hand as freely

as to the other Christian on the left hand ?

Do your enquiries every morning go forth

as lovingly for the \Vesleyan as for

the one on the other side of the house.

You are called to own ofle• body. The

distinctions God does not know ; the one

ness God has made. The distinctions· rise

no farther than the roof; the unity, was· made

in heaven. It was God from all eternity who

planned and formed this unity; gave His Son

to die for it-; sent His Spirit to effect it, and

recognises it always Himself.

0 that the thoughts of God may govern us 

to the least detail in. everything 1 
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cm:Itc �crip±tttt5: 
TIIEIR INSPIRATION, THEIR CHARACTEQ, Al\.D 

THEIR DIVINE ORIGIN. 

"SEARCH the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have �ternal life; and they are 

they which testify of Me'' (John v. 39). The 
Scriptures� the writings. One formula con
stantly used in Scripture is, "It is written." 
I cannot tell how many times in the New 
Testament alone it is quoted. "They are 
they which testify of Me," and that is the 
cause of the Enemy's determination against 
the S�ripture: If it were only the Book I 
do not think Satan would be very much 
enraged; but y ou cannot separate at all the 
Living Word and the Written Word. Not 
only do they stand together (people say, or fall

-they cannot fall), but they are interwoven.
You can scarcely tell, sometimes, whether the
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Spirit of God nteans the personal L(vi11g ,v ord, 
the Christ, or whether He means ,the W1·llten 
"rord of ,God. And I, for one, do not always 
enquire; they are so closely identified in the 
\Vord of God that it is enough for me Christ 
is in every page of Scripture; and every page 
of Scripture testifies (as He says) "of Me."' 

Go ·back to the garden �f Eden, just after 
the fall (Genesis iii. 15), '' And I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, between 
thy seed and her seed;· it shall bruise thy head 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." "And they 
are they which testify of Me." There is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman. 
Gou Himself makes· a promise as soon as sin 
has come in-not to Adam, not to Eve; but 
a promise in the presence of man. 

IT WAS NOT A PROMISE TO MEN. 

"I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman. . . . " There you get all the pur
pose of God in one verse·. It runs ·through 
Scripture. In every part of it you· see the 
blessed grace· of God; every conflict between 
that Dragon as· he is seen. in the Revelation, 
between the woman and the Serpent, and the 
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seed of the woman, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
"He shall bruise thy head;" that i's the ulti
mate result, thank God. The Devil seems to 
have had a long day. \Ve have heard of his 
being cast out of heaven, and having a short 
time over the earth, a11d then being cast first 
into the abyss, · the bottomless pit, ·and then 
into the lake of fire. 

In like n1n.11ner we find in Ab�aham'� case 
a p�omise made to the seed. Turn to the 

. 
. 

epistle to the Galatians iii. 8, "And the Scrip-
ture foreseeing that God would j listif y the 
heathen through faith. . . . '' Then in the 
16th verse, "Now to Abraham and his· seed 
were the promises given. He saith not, And 
to seeds

? 
as of many: but as of one, And to 

thy seed, which is Christ." 
I quote this particularly, because I know 

one person who has dared to teach that the 
Scriptures are evidently imperfect, from that 
very verse. \Ve are prepared, beloved fri�nds, 
humbly and reverently to stand-upon the ver�e. 
I am prepared to rest all rrry hopes ·and con
fidence of the presence of Christ for ever on 
that verse alone. "He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
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which is Christ." Christ. is before God in 
everything; upon His shoulder hangs salvation. 

Every promise of God is yea and amen in 
Christ. You have no hope at all if this is 

not the Word of God. Remember, your sal
vation is bound up in that. :And what is more, 

1 
God's glory in this world of sin, God's glory 
through everything and to eternity hangs upon 

THE INSPIRATION OF THE LETTERS 

-not merely the words, but the letters of
God's Holy \Vord. Depend upon it, if men's
consciences were reached, there would not be
1nany infidels. It is because the conscience

.
. 

is not reached; it is because the intellect is
at �ork in . a merely carnal way; and the
Scripture itself telh us that the natural man
discernet� not the t1ings of the Spirit of God;
that they are foolis�ness unto him; neither
can he know them, because they are spirituaU y
discerned.

God gives such an account of man in Scrip

ture as man does not like, and man turns 
round and says that the Word of God is uot 
the Word of God; . that He did not _inspire it. 
God says of man, "The whole head is sick, 
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the whole �eart faint; from the sole of the 
foot. to the head ( the whole carnal being) there 
is no soundness; wounds and bruises and 
putrifying sores." My God is right, but it is 
a withering seritence for me. It seems as by 
the breath of the ...t\lmighty all the freshness of 
my youth, nay, all my health, nay, all my 
b·eing, were consumed. It is a natural thing 
to· turn round, and, .if possible, make it not 
the '\Vord of God; but my salvatjon is in it. 
vVhen God tells me such a terrible story about 
myself, what has He do.ne? He has crucified 
my old man with Christ. And what is my 
old man? What I was when God met me in 
His grac�. Everything that I carried-I was 
going to say-under my hat. All my being. 
That is what my old rrian was. 

It is crucified with C�rist that "the body of 
sin might be �estroyed;" so that this withering 
sentence against. the worthl�ssness and guilti
ness of 1:1ature is my salvation because of that 
with which God has linked it- the entire 
deliveranc.e through Christ His Blessed Son; 
so if runs through Scripture. 

Abra!"lam offered up Isaac by the command 
of God. 
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It is now found by those higher critics and 
by those infidel preachers that it ·was a remnant 
of his old education as a heathen· man, and 
that he- mistook that for the voice of God. I 
·find from the lips of God that he did it by faith.
The Holy Ghost said, "By faith Abraham
offered up his son." 0 that the critics would'
get down at .the feet of the Lord Jesus- Christ,
and that they would there learn that there was
a greater than Ab:i;aham and a greater than
Isaac there. Abraham-you can follow hin1
and I can fallow him as he leads his only
son three days and at least two nights, and
I daresay he scarcely sleeps. His eyes turn
constantly upon Isaac, his fo:idly-loved one,
the one whom he had connected with the
promises of God: " In Isaac shall thy seed be
called" Yet he was to take him and off er
him up.

\Vhat did our God experience ? What was
His _heart when I-le took His only Son, I-Iis
Isaac, when He offered Hi1:11 up, delivered
Him up for us all? What did our God feel?
He had a Father's heart, as He put His eternal
and infinite hand in His bosom and gave that
Son for you and me. Our God has �rought it



j) 

The Scriptures. 35 

near to us; He could stop the sacrifice at the 
right moment; He could sustain the faith of 
Abraham and give him his son back in resur
rection, and even stopped the knife from doing 
its work, and yet illustrate His perfect love 
and test the love and faith of Abraham. Yes, 
" They are they which testify of Me." 

IT IS OF CHRIST ALL THROUGH� 

But it is not only in this way that Christ and 
the Scriptures are connected. The Scripture 
is the Word of God; Christ is supren1ely and 
eternally the Word of God. He is the revela
tion of the heart of God ; He is the revelation 
of the thoughts of God ; He is the revelation 
of the bosom of the Father. Just take one 
verse in regard to that, in the first chapter of 
John's Gospel : "And the ,v ord was rna,de 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory." I think it is one of the �weetest chap
ters to read when one requires rest. "'hen 
the n1ind needs to be soothed, read the first 
chapter of John: nay, read the whole gospel. 
His whole path here below was the manifes
tation of what God is. See Hiln at the well 
of Samaria, tired, hungry, thirsty. You kno,7 
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the story. The disciples had gone to buy 
n1eat. He asked for a drink of water. But 
God is there-God that cannot be hid, God 
at the work of grace in the revelation of Him
self-and before· He has gone far He is telling 
the woman that he that shall drink of this 
water shall thirst again; bu� he that drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him-this tired, 
this hungry, this thirsty Man !-shall be a well 
�f water springing up into. everlasting life. Now, 
the only well is the Holy Ghost ; and if that 
fatigued Man can ,give the Holy Ghost, if He 
can put the Holy Ghost right down in a heart 
and make it spring into everlasting life, it is 
God over all, blessed for evermore. And His 
touching humiliation-0 it is sweet as can be ! 
Yofr see that it is God that is there. y OU see 
that it is the high and lofty One that inhab
iteth eternity. But He is humbled down to 
seek a poor woman in her sins ; to seek her 
that He may put in that corrupted heart the 
well of water that springs into everlasting life. 

I was going to show how the Lord was 
revealed iri the Scriptures as a 

PROPHET, A PRIEST, AND. A K.ING. 

As a Prophet. I was going to c1uote n. verse 
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in Acts iii. 2 2. " A prophet like unto me," 
Moses says; "but," he adds, "whosoever will 
not hear that prophet shall be destroyed trom 

an1ong the people." That is a very solemn 
word in view of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 

view of the Word of God, which is the revela

tion of God-a revelation of God that puts 
you and me under the responsibility of God 

Himself having spoken to us. 
Then He is a Priest. In Hebrews vii. you 

will find it developed. It -is the Melchisedec 
priest, the priest upon His throne. It is Christ 
Jesus, my Lord. He is a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec. He will take up
the Aaronic function; but He. is a priest for 
ever after the order of M elchisedec. 

Then- as King. Just refer for a moment to 

2 Samuel xx�i. 2: " The Spirit of Jehovah spake 
by Me, and His- Word was in. My tongue." 'fhat 

might be written upon every verse, and upon 

every chapter in this book : " His ,v ord was 

in My tongue." Verse 3 : " The God of Israel 

said, The Rock. of Israel spake to 1f e, He that 

ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear 

of God." 0 it is Christ; here in the volume 

of the Book it is .written of Him : " He that 
ruleth over men must be just." That is the 
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Lord J esu�, the Priest upon His throne, hush
ing the groaning of creation, and bringing in
the eternal Sabbath of rest as regards the earth, 
the Sabbath of God. 

Read also a verse or two in the first chapter 
of St. Luke. Verse 68 : " Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for I-le hath visited and re
deemed His people." That simply (al�ays, 
I believe, when it is not otherwise specified) 
means the people of God-Israel. "And hath 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of I-Iis servant David." 

Beloved friends, let us just read the Scrip
tures with this thought. It will be very fruitful 
for every one of us. 

Christ is the object, 
Christ is the subject, 
Christ. is the burden of Scripture. 

"They are they which testify of Me.,, 
Another thing, seek always every time you 
read the Word of God that it may be the-re
velation of God to your soul, that God the 
Holy Ghost may shine through the words
they are all written by Him-anq. give you 
the ministry of Christ in His Holy Word. 
May God grant it, for I-Iis Name's sake. 
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(Read 2 Cor. xii. 1-10. "The Lord" in these Epistles 
invariably means the Lord Jesus Christ-" I knew 
a man in Christ.") 

QNE difficulty that stares me in the face in 
opening such a portion as this, is the 

fact that I so little lay hold of the Truth in its 
power. But I would not, on account of that, 
bring down the truth of God to my experience. 
I pray God to bring my experience up to His 
truth. May our God use the truth so as to 
make our hearts to ans,ver to it. 

"A man in Christ " represents the work of 
God in one of its highest aspects. In Redem
tion, God has not merely made up a bad case. 
He has not repaired the mischief that the first 
man has wrought; He has brought in a new 
creation, where all things are of God. Let us 
remember it, my brethren, with worshipping 
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hearts, God has not set Adam the First, upon_ 
his feet again. God has cleared him for -ever 
out of the way, and has set up the last Adam
the Second Man. Now, this is not speculation; 
it is a fact, and it must be a reality in your 
e:>..J)erience and in mine. If we delight in 
the name that our God has giveri us -
" saints " - let us be practically that which 
God says we are. 

You, then, my brethren, and I, have been 
set aside. God has " condemned sin in the 
flesh." Not only° has He wrought out for us a 
parcaon, not only has He " made peace by the 
blood of His cross " ; all that He has done
blessed be His name-not a sin I ever com-
1nitted against High Heaven, exists now, 
bec�use " the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." This is a real fact. 
But is it a fact in my apprehension, no,v in 
this world, that 

SIN DOES NOT EXIST B;EFORE THE FACE

OF GOD, 

becauses the blood atones for it? and the blood 
.and sin cannot go together. But there is an 
.additional truth, viz., that sin in the flesh, the 
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root of sin, the evil fountain that sent forth such 
bitter waters, is condemned in the death of 

Christ. 
My " old man " is crucified with Christ. 

God in effect has weighed me and found me 

wanting. The fountain is bad ; what is the 
use of expecting it to send qut pure waters? 

The tree is corrupt. God says so. ,vhy 
should it bear more fruit? God has cut it 
down. He has entered into judgment with 
sin in the Person of Christ, our blessed Lord. 
" In that He died, He died unto sin once "
" once for all," it 1neans ; " in that He liveth, 
He liveth unto God." Christ's life down here 
was a perfect life ; it was spotless ; it was all 
that God could delight in. But He was made 
sin for us. He identified Himself by confes
sion with our sins. " In that He died, He 
died unto sin "-not only "for sins." 

The life in which He bore sin has passed 
away. He takes it again, but He takes it in 

new relations. As a risen One, sin cannot 
. . . 

attach itself to the Lord JesllS Christ. In that 
I-le liveth this free life, _He liveth unto God. 

It is all for me, without the question of sin. 
Thank God, in bearing sin He did the will of 
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God as He never did it before. You cannot 

make comparisons where everything is perfect; 

but there was a depth of devotion, there was a 

sovereign unfathomable depth of love to His 

Father there, surpassing all else, as it is ,vritter:, 

" Therefore doth my Father love me, because 

I lay down my life, that I might take it again." 

He has taken it again, and no sin attaches to it. 

He is the Head of a new creation, where all 

things are of God; and, wonderful to relate, you 

and I, my fellow-believer, we have our place in 

that Christ risen from the dead ; and when Paul 

sees himself "a man in Christ," he puts language 

into y0ur lips and mine- that we can take up 

before our God. I, too, am " a man in Christ." 

The Epistle to the Romans down to the 

middle of the fifth chapter deals with sins; what 

we have done. After that it deals with sin

what we are. This chap,ter (Rom. v. 12-2 1) 

scarcely mentions "sins ; " it is "sin," the 

awful fountain of evil, the terrible tree ready 

always to bear fruit, that has gone for the 

judgment of God. " A man in Christ " stands 

beyond it-altogether beyond it. It is not 

that a man in Christ has no sin, but it is that 

as a man in Christ he is a part of 
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THE NE\V CREATION \VHERE SIN DOES NOT 

COME. 

If I were to say that I have no sin I shoul<l 

deceive �yself, and the truth would not be in 

me. But th� sin in my nature must not be

come sin in action. God's word is that it 

should not become sin in action. 

There is no reason why it should become 

sin in action till the Lord come. If I am 

careless, and allow it to act, it will, 0, it will, 

it will, but it is a condemned thing, judged and 

condemned in the cross of Christ. A ma_n in 

Christ is a man in the Lord Jesus as He stands 

before God. A man in Christ stands in all the 

perfection of Christ's obedience unto death. 

In that fifth of Romans we see the perfect dis

obedience of the first man and the perfect obedi

ence of the second man. The disobedience 

of the first man I have been in. The obedience 

of the second Man I am in. My place before 

God is in the second obedient Man. The first 

man completed his disobedience and became 

the head of a race ; the second Man completed 

His obedience and became the Head of a race. 

I did belong to the first man. r:" Adam begat 

a son in his own image." I do belong to the 
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second Man-the obedient One before God. 
I was a child of Adam, as guilty as he, as 
much a rebel against God, turned out of 
Paradise. I am in 

THE ODEDIENT ONE WHERE GOD FINDS 

HIS P.ERFECT DELIGHT. 

Never a thought that was · not the perfection of 
what a man should be for God, in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; never a word that was not just 
what that word should be ; and t�at is very 
littie to say-that it was just what it should be .. 
0 the gracious words that proceeded out of 
H�s mouth 1 How He went about doing good! 
0 what sympathies, what love 1 0 what com
passion-divine compassion in .this world of 
sin ! Conqast, if you can, the first and the
second Man, for_ there is no other in God's 
reckoning. All are lost in the first, or saved 
in the second. All are as like to the first or to 
the second as peas in a pod-just the same 
kind. Thank God for it, when one knows by 
faith that he is "in Christ." 0 what obedience, 
what love, does God contemplate when He 
sees Christ! � And you know He sees Christ 
when He sees n1e, because I am in Christ. 



" A· lvl an in Christ." 45 

Will you take it, my brother, for yourself that 
God sees Christ, and when He sees Christ' He 
sees all that are· in Christ, " a man in Christ." 
Thank God, it is worth while to be a Christian, 
isn't it ? It is worth while to have lost our 
life when that life was so bad, and to have got 
another life-. the life of the blessed Lord Jesus. 
" If any man be in Christ, a ne_w creation." 
The translators scarcely knew what to say. I 
do not wonder; I should not have known. 
They put in the margin, "Let hirri be," and in 
the text, in ita?cs, "He is," and they did not 
know which it was. The Spirit of God says 
" any "-if " apy man be in Christ,--a new 
creation." God looks upon a new creation; 
He sees it in its Head. By-and-by H� will see 
it complete, for " whom He did foreknow, He 
also did predestinate to be conformed to· the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first
born among many brcthrei:i." It is God's 
blessed thought, the original thought of God, 
that .He would have many sons brought to 
glory after .the pattern of the Firstborn. Now 
" He is not ashamed to call us brethren "-I 
,wonder He should not be, but He is not. YVe 
should be very sorry indeed to call Him brother. 
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We call Him " Lbrd," and He is " not asha1ned 
to call-us brethren." But, meantime, there is 

A NEW CREATION WHICH GOD CAN BEHOLD, 

which God· can do His pleasure _in. " If any 
n1an be in Christ, " a new creation," "- old , 
things,,_( that which I was in Adam the first, 
thank God, the whole of it)�" old things are 
passed away." I might make an exception of 
1ny p0or body. But I take His version of it: 
"Old things have passed away, and all things 
have become new, and all things are of God." 

The Apostle Paul here was not conscious 
of anything but this new creation. I do 
not teach it, but I believe that it was at the 
1noment he was being stoned to death at Lystra 
(Acts xiv. 5-20) that he was caught up to the 
third heavens and into Paradise. I believe 
that his persecutors made as sure as they could 
that they had stoned a man to death. I don't 
think they left off before it was pretty sure he 
was dead, and that his spirit did go unto the 
third heaven at that moment, and there he 
heard what he could not tell when he came 
back. Language was not adapted to tell .of 
heavenly things. Language was made to tell 
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of these things that we are familiar with upon 
earth. If I never used a spoon I should· not 
know what a spoon meant. I use it, I see it, 
I call it a spoon, and you know and I know what 
I mean by it, but how can you speak of thlngs 
you do not know? It belongs not to man to 
use these blessed heavenly realitj�s. He was 
full of them when he came back, but there 
were no words in which to express them ; he 
was full of them, but he could not utter what 
he had seen. He had seen, I daresay, very 
little except the blessed God-man in whon1. 
he said he was. I think that the moments he 
passed in paradise were all occupied in gazing 
upon that glorious face ! 

I think he was contemplating that peerless 
Face until call�d upon to return to his mutilated 
body on the field o\ Lystra. 

IT WAS AN AWFUL CONTRAST: 

down from the third heaven of the eternal 
bliss that God surrounds Himself with, to a 
poor, bleeding body; perhaps the stones had 
cut his f�ce about the eyes, and made him 
look ridiculous ; perhaps the wounds affected 
his tongue; we might speculate, but it would be 
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useless. It is stated that the Galatians would 
have "plucked out their eyes" and given them 
to the Apostle Paul, and that the Corint�ians 
sai9-, " his letters are weighty and powerful, but 
his bodily presence is weak and his speech 
contem,ptible." The treatn1erit he received at 
Lystra may have accounted for these remarks. 
Now he is face to face with this reality; he is 
" a man in Christ," he is down again in the 
world; he was a rnan in Christ before he went 
up, and he is a man in Christ now that _he is 
come down, but he is in special circumstances 
of human weakness and special infirmity; he 
has to take up the poor body that has been 
killed in the service .of his Master. He asks 
that the thorn might be taken away, whatever 
that thorn was. It was of Satan, mark it
" the messenger of Satan,,. to buff et him. It 
was given of. God, but it was a "messenger of 
Satan." Oh, to reconcile these constantly in 
our expei;ience ! I do not know how often 
Satan gets the liberty he got in Job's case, and, 
thank God, I need not trouble myself, because 
G�d sits upon the thr�ne · and He makes �11 
things to work together for good Satan may 
act-maliciously act-but God sits above the 
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water floods, above all the power of Satan, and 

He makes all things work together for good to 

each of His children. The same circumstance 
may affect a dozen of his people; it may work 
opposite ways, but it all does His bidding. 

Satan may have much to do with our earthly 

afflictions, but that is in the hand of the living 
God. The thing is for you and me to see 

only God's hand in it, to look beyond Satan 
and to see God's hand. It was so with David. 
That Shimei should curse was a dastardly mean 
thing; it can1e from the "father of lies." David 
was a man that never harmed that family to 
which Shimei belonged all his days. He was the 
greatest friend of his father's family; yet Shimei 
curses. But David in the spirit of his Master 
when He said, " the cup which my Father 
giveth me, shall I hot drink it?" only replies, 
"God has bidden him to curse, let him curse." 
So whatever 

THE LORD. BIDS, THE CHRISTIAN ACCEPTS. 

Be it curses or pains, the Christian may take 
it all as .the good gift of a Father's hand. I 
stand before you as one that has suffered, but 
I than� God fron1 my heart for all His ways. 
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I once said-long years ago, when my mother 

was taken from me-

" If then, in deepest grief, 
When sorrows most abound, 

Such depths of love and tenderness 
In Thee, my Lord, are found, 

Do Thou with me whate'er it seemeth good to Thee, 
That I Thyself may better know, Thy power may rest 

on me." 

I do not know whether my present affliction 

is in answer to that prayer. I did not think as 

n1uch perhaps as I should have thought when 

I wrote it, but " I thank Thee, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth." I only say all things are 

to His praise; He doeth all things well. I 

know it and I feel it. 

"For this thing I besought the Lord thrice." 

He came to the Lord Jesus; and I would just 

say here, I think in prayer we go to the Father 

for our needs as children, and we go to Christ 

the Lord for our needs in His work and service. 

I believe the reason he besought the Lord, 

and not the Father, was that he felt that the 

thorn in the flesh would interfere with his 

service for Christ. He was a single-eyed man; 

he thought only. of how it would affect his ser

vice in the work of the Lord. He wanted the 

thorn taken away because it would hinder him 



E 

" A 111 an i11, Christ." 51 

in the service of Christ. Perhaps he stammered, 
or perhaps his eyes were not straight, or his 
vision was impaired, and this, he thought, 
would interfere with his work for Christ. He 
asks three tin1es; that is just as many times as 
Christ asked. And he gets this ans,ver, not 

exactly as he would wish, "My grace is suf
ficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness." Now it is all changed. The 
thorn in the flesh that looked before as that 
which would hinder his future service for Christ 
is now a precious thing ; he would not part 
with it. It is still a thorn, and a thorn that 
pricks always, but "that the power of Christ 
may rest upon him" is what this man i� Christ 
desires. Come back again to service, he 
desires "that Christ may be magnified in his 
mortal body-he desires that Christ may live 
in hi1n in such fashion that Christ may be seen, 
and Christ n1ay do His work to His eternal glory. 
It is most blessed to hear the �pestle say, 
" most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ m·ay 
rest upon me." Just think of the contrast! 
The infirmity-the power of Christ-resting upon 
him. It is 
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CHRIST TURNING AN ENEMY INTO A FRIEND. 

It. is Christ who meets the enemy as Jehu 
met his-" Turp thou behind me;" and if it 
was one that could not be turned behind 
him, he was trodden beneath his horse's hoofs. 
The Christian is a man that the enemy cannot 
get ai. If he prepares for h1m a joy, he ,yill 
only have a joy in the Lord; and if the enemy 
prepares a sorrow, it is turned to joy. 

Such is the Christian. Now, let me put it 
to your conscience, and to my own before 
God, for I do desire there may be work for 
eternity here this afternoon. I desire we may 
go away more like Christ than we came-go 
away with a measure of communion with 
Christ that we have hitherto not known. I 
desire it for myself-I need it-and I desire 
it for you, my brethren. Do you desire this-·
" that the power of Christ may rest upon me?'" 
Not, "that I may have a great deal of ease"
.that is not what he desires : if he desired ease 
.he would not like the thorn; but what he de
sires is that the power of Christ may rest upon 
�im: Thank God, it does rest. "My grace 
is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness." You don't know what 
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that trouble you are passing through is to do 

for you. You do· not know how it is to draw 

you nearer God. It is one of the mercies in 

disguise for which you
, 
will thank God. through

out eternity. Elisha was surrounded with the 

host of Syria. His servant was in the greatest 

tre.mor; he saw the danger in which his· 

n1aster was, and represents it to his master. 

Elisha turns to God and says, '' Lord, open 

the young man's eyes." He (Elisha) did not 

need · his eyes openeg. ; he had them opened 
already-he was in living communion. But 

as soon as his servant's eyes were opened he 

sees that the chariots of God fill the mountain. 
My brethren and sisters, 

THEY FILL THE MOUNTAIN STILL! 

They are still around you 1 The enemy can't 

get at you-it is like Job of old-there was 

set ari hedge about him. How did Satan 

know? As dear Mr. Spurgeon once said, he 

knew because he had been all around to try to 

get at him, and he could not. God sets a 

hedge still-a hedge that is all mercy on the 
one side and judgment on the other. All the 

judgment is on the side that faces the enemy. 
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But the mercy is at the side that the Christian 

has to enjoy. " And thy shoes ( margin, under 

thy shoes) shall be iron and brass." I love 

that reading, because I should not like iron 

and brass shoes, but I should like iron and 

brass under my feet. He gives a firm step, he 
gives security, but it is soft within-· under thy 

shoes iron and brass. 

The tenth verse is one of the most wonder

ful in Scripture. Here is a man, and a mar. 

of like passions with yoq and me, and he says, 

" therefore I take pleasure (look at it-not " I 

grin and bear it "), but " I take pleasure in 

infirmities ; " a likely thing to take pleasure in, 

isn't it? "In reproaches "-again a likely 

thing to take pleasure in! " In necessities "

how can you take pleasure in necessities ? " In 

persecutions·, in distresses for Christ's sak�." 

Here is a list of the things that this man takes 

pleasure in ! I con1n1end them to you, a 

wonderful list : 

'' 0 wordly pomp and glory, 
Your charms are spread in vain " 

for the man that has seen Christ in glory. It 

is weakness that makes me cling to the strong 

for strength. " I take pleasure in these things.-'' 
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God knows how little I do it, but I must asso

ciate myself with this n1an in Christ. I do 

take pleasure in infinnities, in reproaches, in 

persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake, 

for when I am weak then am I strong. 

There are 

THREE T;HINGS IN WHICH THE CHRISTIAN 

IS SAID TO GLORY. 

Mark them : In Romans v. he is said to 

"glory" and "joy" and "boast "-I think they 

are all one word in Greek ; he is said to 

boast or glory "in hope of the glory of God." 

He is also said to "boast ( or glory) in God'' 

Himself. But the most wonderful thing is, 

he is said to " boast" or " glory in tribula
tions." And why? Because "tribulation works 

patience, and patience experience (.of what 

God is), and experience hope, and hope n1akes 

not ashamed, because the love of God is shed 

abroad in the heart." Tribulation becomes 

one link in the chain that links me for ever 

with the living God. Oh, my brother, be a 
man in Christ. You are-be £!. Be it, be 

content to be a man in Christ, be content 

that Christ should be glorified, and that 
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you should find your glory in Christ-be 
content. 

We shall soon be through all the sorrow of 
the way. Our Lord is coming. Oh, belo_ved, 
I say it with holy confidence, we shall soon see 
our Lord face to face. Let us walk with Him 
d�.1ring the little while here, and then we shalJ 
walk with Him eternally as. worthy ones in 
Hin1, the Worthy One, to the praise and glory 
of our God. 



�pprtltenbing <!tlttiet 

'• Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto -those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus'' (Phil. 
iii. 13, 14).

THE Apostle Paul here states -that Christ 
has apprehended him. You know what 

"apprehended" means. Christ had laid hold 
of Saul; now he wants to lay hold .of Christ in 

. . ., . 

glory. �Fie wants to apprehentj. the One that 
has apprehended him. It is this One who is 
"tl�e prize of the high calling." It is Christ, 
a heavenly Christ, a Christ at the right hand 
of God, a Christ that fills the highest place in 
the universe, yet stoops down to speak words 
of comfort and peace to even Qis enemy, Saul. 
He (Saµl) leaves all behind becau�e it is behind. 
He is running to win an object that he has 



58 App1·ehelldillg Clrrist. 

befof� him, and he sees nothing but _ that 
object. All drops off, as autu1nn leaves drop 
off, that he may win Chr1st, "the prize of the 
high calling [ or " the calling on high "] of God 
in Christ Jesus." 

This divine Person sums up this divine 
calling. This prize of the calling on high is to 
be with Hi1n, to kn�w Ilin1 fully, to be like 
Him. That is all his object, all his desire. 
,vhat is it that makes the apostle weep? His 
heart is filled' with Christ, and 'he has as much 
as he can hold of Christ ; he is satisfied, and 
yet he we�ps. He weeps, alas! for those "who 
mind earthly things." 

HE HAS A HEAVENLY OBJECT. 

It ch�racterises his path, and he weeps for 
. . 

those who profess the riame of Christ and yet 
'" mind earthly things," fo�, says he, "our 
citizenship is in heaven." Oh, what a differ
ence has the cross of Christ made to the one 
who has apprehended what that cross• meant. 
If you want to go into the world you n1ust 
leap over the cross of Christ to get into it. 
Yes, you must go over a suffering Christ to 
get into the world. It stands there, an im-
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passable barrier -to faith, to the true Christian 
th1t looks to Christ, that has Christ for his 
0)ject.

" Our conversation is in heaven." The
Christian, then, may be compared to the sheet 
th1t Peter saw. That sheet was let down out 
of heaven; it scarce touched the earth, an� 
was taken up as soon a$ it had answered its 
end. Such is the Christian. A life from 
God, from heaven; hopes from God, from 
heaven; walk from Go'd, from heaven ; every
-thing fro� heaven. From whence? Not 
from the east; From whence? From heaven .. 
This is the :point I want to press 1J.pon you, 
and I want my own heart to take it in as a 
deep rea.lity. "Heaven,- from whence also we 
look for the Saviour .. " Oh, we cannot be 
heavenly without looking for Christ in some 
measure, and we cannot be 'looking for Christ 
without being heavenly. In prpportion as we 
get occupied with this Christ that has won our 
hearts, with this Christ after whom we are 
running; in proportion as we ar.e occupied 
with llim we sha,11 be heavenly people. It 
was a law in Israel that all actual property 
took its value fron1 its relation to the jubilee. 
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and all possessions here below take their value 
to the . Christian from their relationship t9 
Christ. If I can use what God has .given me 
for Him, it is a precious possession, whatever 
it is. It is only value as 1 use it for Him, a·nd 
I must soon ·leave all, for Christ is coming. 
The house in which I live is not worth a great 
deal, because to-morrow morning may see me 
leave it for ever. Property becomes just what 
it is worth in relationship to jubilee. Oh, 
thank God ! " From whence we look." We 
don't look around; we look up. Looking 
arourid distracts the heart; looking up fills it 
with joy; looking up makes us single-eyed. 

WHAT IS A SINGLE EYE? 

It is one that �ooks at a single object. If you 
try to look at two objects you don't see either 
of them well. A single object is Christ in 
glory, and He is the single object that makes 
the single �ye. Oh, to look at Him without 
trying to see anything else. \Ve look. \Vhat 
is "look''? You say it is a simple word, and 
I agree with you that it is a simple word. 
Now you cannot look in the past, nor the 
future; you cr..n only look-11ou,. \Vell, then

) 
I 
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say I am looking for Christ now. Christ may 
con1e now. I have been looking for Christ 
n1ore or less for for�y or fifty years; b�t, "from 
whence we look," that is a present thing, and 
can only be pr_esent. It is a hope no�/ Christ 
may come before we separate. There is 
nothir:ig to hinder it; and if we are !oohing we 
can only be looking as a present thing. From 
whence we look. Do you look, my brother, 
my sister? Can you say I am looking for 
Christ now? May God give you to see Him 
very soon. 

" From whence we look for the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour." Now, I transpose the 
words a little, but I am sure I am not goir:ig 
outside what is written of God. "From whence 
we look for the Lord· Jesus Christ as Saviour." 
See, it is the person of Christ. From whence 
we look for the Lord Jesus Christ, the sent 
from heaven. That is from whence we look 
for Him. He said : " I go !O prepare a place 
for you ; and if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again." It was said of Him: 
" This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come, in like manner as 
ye have seen Hirn go into heaven." "From 
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whence we look for the Lord Jesus Christ." 
Oh, may that be really the way you expect 
the coining of the Lord, that you arc looking 
for a person. Now, there can be no fear in 
this. Put it another way. On ·that bright 

morn of resurrect!on n1any a soul here will see 
a very dear object that they have missed from 
the lower circles of earth-from the · family 
circle, fron1 the assembly circle. Is there any 
fear? I shall see my mother in that bright 
mon1ent? Any fear? Fear of what, I wonder? 
Fear, fear! No, No! pure joy, eternal joy to 
see the One that led my weary soul to repose 
on the breast of Jesus. Well, then, turn it to 
Christ. 

HE IS THE DEAREST FRIEND. 

He is a friend in need. He is not ashamed 
to call me His friend, and if I call Him Lord, 
it is not because I fear Him, but it is because 
I should call Him reverently "my Lord. 11 

0 how dear to me ! How dear ! He died 
for me. He loved- ine, that Son of God, and 
gave Himself for me. Any fear? I don't 
know of what. I an1 made the righteousness 
of God in I-Iim. I am in Him as the head of 
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the new creation. I have no fear, as I think 
upon my Lord coming to receive me. I know 
tJ1at His joy, on that happy morning, will be 
infinitely greater than n1ine, as _He stretches 
out His hand to bid me welcome. On that 
morning His joy will exceed mine �ore than 
David's weeping exceeded J onath_an's. It i� 
the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, blessed be 
His name. It is the One that "loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." It is the One that 
leads me, that loves me, that hears me speak
ing, that has won my heart; it is Christ Jesus 
my Lord. 

"As Savio�r." What does this mean? I 
shall see my Saviour. He is coming as 
Saviour. But I know Him already as Saviour. 
Yes, yes, I do, thank God; He has saved me. 
I have the salvation of my soul in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as regards the favour of God, as 
complete as ever it will be; but I l�ok for 
Him as Saviour. He has paid the price for 
this body. He has p�id the price for me, for 
you. I-le has paid the whole that \vas needed 
in the righteousness of God. He has redeemed 
me, but He has not taken possession yet. I 
have not the redemption of my body, for which 
I wait. You know that passage, "\Ve groan, 
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waiting for the adoption." vVe have adoption 
in our soul's relation with God most certainly, 
for we call Him "Abba, Father," but this body 
is to be a child of God. 

The tenth verse points it out distinctly. 
Read it at your leisure. " W c are to be children 
of God, ·being children of the resurrect�on; 11

that is clearly the body. It is God's purpose 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 
You are to be in· your body a child of God as 
much as you are now that spiritually. 

HE IS COMING TO FINISH THE \VORK, 

to extend it to the body, to·make His salvation 
complete in the whole extent of the moral 
being, of the bqdy and everything connected 
with it. We look for the Lord Jesus Christ as 
.Saviour. And you will find Him indeed a 
Saviour that morning. Supposing it should 
be before we separate. Many of you had a 
conflict this 1norning with the power of evil in 
your hearts. You have groaned within your
selves. You felt how sad it is that we .re
spond so feebly to the fulness of divine grace, 
and this afternoon, if the Lord comes, you 
will keep holiday from all the conflict, from 
all the ·power of evil struggiing against the 
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grace of God. You will keep an eternal holi

day. Oh, blessed be God 1 The Lord Jesus 

Christ, a Saviour " who shall change these 

bodies of humiliation." Is it not a body of 

humiliation? You will admit mine is!* Thank 

God it is to be like His body of glory, just like 

the Lord Jesus Christ's. The identity, of 
course, maintained, but likeness to Christ in 

body; or, rather, to put it in the order that 
God, puts it in, "In spirit, soul, and body." 

Likeness to Christ, that is the great and 
eternal purpose of God. " For whon1 He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be con
formed to the image of His Son, that He 

might be the Firstborn among n1any brethren." 
As I said just now, "He is not ashamed to 
call us brethren." He is to be manifested in 

all that vast con�ourse of people. And you 

and I will have our place there, in the likeness 
complete and eternal of the Firstbo�n of many 
brethren. 

• 'fhe speaker had suffered for many years from partial
paralysis. 



THE MANIFESTATION OF THE 

SONS OF GOD. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but 
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is 
(r John iii. 2). 

For t�e earnest expectation of the creature 
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons qf 
God (Romans viii. r 9 ). 

When He shall come to be glorified in His 
saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe (because our testiinony among you 
was believed) in that day ( 2 Thess. i. 1 o ). 

'\Vhen Christ, who is our life, shall appear 
then shall ye also appear with Him in glor1 
( Col. iii. 4). 
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of �oll. 

THE�E are events which must take place 
before the Lord comes to the earth. 

There are none save the n1aking up of the 
blessed ·elect Body of Christ before He comes 
�o' take His saints away. The great thing-for
·our hearts is to be waiting for Christ I:Iimself
-. His blessed " presence "-H-is person; that
is the chanu of the Lord's coming. The king
of terrors· has no charms. The Lord Jesus
has: We .have, some of us, known Rini by
faith for a good 1nany years. vVe shaU know
Him better when we see I-Iis face; and the one
who .waits for· the Lord's corning n1ost is the
blessed Lord Himself. He it is who wiU1 be
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the great rejoicer when that day, held in the 
Father's power, comes. The One whose heart, 
true to us and true to His Father, will find 
most .joy is the Lord Jesus. 

When He comes with His saints it will be 
"the manifestation of the sons of God," i.e.,

. . 

the manifestation of the ·Firstborn; of these 
whom He is not ashamed to call '' brethren." 
It would ill beco�e you and me to call Him 
brother ; but we a�e right thankful at heart 
that He is not ashamed to call us brethren. 
That manifestation with Christ, I think, is 
scarcely 

SECOND IN GLADNESS AND JOY 

to the delight of seeing the Lord come "for us." 
It is spoken of very often in Scripture, notably 
in 2 Thess. i. 10:- "When He shall have come 
to be glorified in His saints, and- to be ad
tnired in all them that believe (because our 
testimony �mong you was believed) in that day." 
He '.l}a:s already-taken up His saints, and they 
are satisfied with the satisfying vi'ew of His 
blessed person. Now they coi:ne forth with 
Christ; they are seen-manifested-with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I wish we could lay hold 



The Manifestation of the· Sons of God. 69 

of it. I think it would revolutionize n1any of 
our lives. I have often said, when I have 
been contemplating it, "I am glad I ever was 
born." Christ will be glorified even " in me " 
-not by me only,. but t"n me. Oh, what a
hope it is-what a joy it is-Christ, who has
been so dishonoured by me, will be glorified
in me! One day the blessed image of Christ
will be so perfectly imprinted on my sinless
brow that He will be glorified in me. \Vhy
do I say me 1 Because -I would like you to
say 1ne, that each one may take it personally
to himself, that it n1ay be a reality in our
souls. When we are ·manifested with Him,
some of tbiose that have known us on earth
will see the image of Christ on our brow, and
will admire that image, and adtl_lire Him in
the work of His hands-the new creation
which God has made.

Read Coloss. iii. 4. Every word, both before 
and after this verse, is deeply practical and 
important. The third verse is, "Ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in .God." 
Verse 4 : " \Vhen Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory." Or better, "Then shall ye also be 



,70 Tke Manifestation of the Sons of God. 

·manifested with Him in glory." There is our
·manifestation as sons of God-as having the
blessed life of the Lord Jesus Christ; as having
· Him for our life. It will be

THE MANIFESTATION BEFORE THE WORLD 

of what is true of every believer now.. _.L\.nother 
view of this manifestation of the sons of God is 
given us in the 1st Epistle of John. Verse 2 :

'' Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but 
we know that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 
·" Now are we the sons of God "-now the
Father is interested in His children ; God
looks down upon us now as His children: our
hearts· surely cling to Him as a Father. . God
feels toward us as a father feels toward his chil
dren, but with a great deal greater· love-·a
-deeper love. You think it cannot be, perhaps.
I am ·ready to think it cannot be when I think
of iny poor self as the object of such love and
of the love I uear to ode of iny children; but
God's love to me is a great deal more:than·any
earthly father's to his children ..

Now, tlie 'Apostle John was very fond of that 
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expression, " we know." He was not an 
agnostic. " We knozv that when He shall be 
manifested." Christ is the Son of God, but 
that is not manifested yet. The last time He 
was here man put Hi1n on the cross and held 
Him up before Heaven, saying, "If thou be 
the Son of God, con1e down from the cross." 
It has _not been recognized, not manifested; 
that He is the Son of God. Thank God ! 
faith knows it, and rejoices in it. When 
Christ is manifested we shall be like Him ; -we 
shall be evidently sons in the family as He is 
the blessed "Firstborn of many brethren." 

Now turn to Ron1ans viii. 19: "Fpr the 
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for 
the manifestation of the sons of God. For the 
creature was made suoject to vanity, not of 
its o�vn will, but by reason of I-Iim who hath 
subjected the same in pope. Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and tra vaileth in 
pain together until now." Creation cannot share 
in God's grace now except in so far as· men 
are made better masters of animals by being 
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made Christians; but creation will be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the liberty 
of the glory of the ·children of God. Here 
then there is the blessed truth that 

ALL THE GROANS OF CREATION WILL CEASE 

when the sons of God are manifested. Our 
manifestation with Christ in glory will . be the 
signal for the deliverance of creation. 

In Isaiah xi. you will find a description of 
creation delivered. It is delivered at the time 
of the destruction of the Antichrist-" that 
,vicked" whom the Lord will consume with 
the breath of His mouth ; but here we find it 
connected with our blessing, the manifestation 
of the sons of God. It is in no way a selfish 
thing to long earnestly for this, but the holy 
desire for the full acco1nplishment of all the 

will of God with regard to this. 
The Christian has no fear of death surely, 

but that is not the hope of the Christian. In 
desiring death we desire blessing for ourselves 
-to rest with Christ. No doubt it is a
blessed thing, but it leaves the purposes of
God unaccomplished;. it. l�aves creati(?n �till
groaning. The. brighter hope of the Christian,
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the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the 
greatest possible personal joy, and it is the 
accomP.lishment of God's purpose. It is the 
joy of seeing the deliverance of cr�tion, the 
joy of knowing all God's counsels with regard 
to Israel accomplished. The 11th of Isaiah 1s 
followed by the song of praise and triumph 
that is found in chapter xii.: "The Lord 
Jehovah is my strength and my song, and is 
become my salvation." All these purposes of 
God hang on " the manifestation of the sons 
of God." 

Romans viii. 29: "For whom He did fore
know, He also did predestinate to be con
formed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the Firstborn an1ong many brethren." 
Now, what place does that take according to 
the counsels of God in the blessed prospect 
He has put before us? It is our privilege now 
to gaze into the glory of the Lord, and be 
changed into the same image. It is your 
privilege and mine so to conten1plate the glory 
of the Lord Jesus, the glory with which God 
has crowned Him as the perfect Servant and 
as the Lan1b of God. God has glorified Him 
above, putting Flis stamp of divine approval 
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upon all His life here below. We turn to the 

four Gospels, and we trace in those gospels 

the glory of the Lord, just as Moses saw the 

glory of Jehovah. It is in the gospels that we 

see the glory of Jehovah Jesus, and gazing 

µpon Him there, we are 

CHANGED INTO THE SA¥E IMAGE. 

That is the secret of holiness. There is no 

other way of becoming holy in this practical 

sense. There is no growth in practical holiness 

apart front: beholding the glory of the Lord. 

How interesting are these· four gospels! How 

they present the person of Christ Hiniself 

which is the satisfying portion for ·every 

Christian! How they make us see in every 

action,. in every word, the blessed glory of the 

Lord; which being contemplated by us here 

and now changes us into the same image. 

,vhat made the face of Moses to shine? It 

was simply beholding Jehovah's .glory. What 

made Stephen's face to shine? It was simply 

beholding the same glory in the face of 

Jehovah Jesus. May God give ,us to be 

changed from glory to glory into His blessed 

image now. 
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But we have here a higher and better thing 

than even this. He has "predestinated us to 

be conformed to the image of His Son," not 

merely the image of the Lord Jesus, but "the 

image of His Son." "\Ve are to be "sons" in 

that blessed glory; we are to be sons in the 

h9use .of our Father. It is to His image as 

Son of God. -Not as the eternal Son. ,v e 

are not to share the place of "the only 

begotten of the Father." That would .be 

impossible. "That holy thing that shall be 

born of thee shall be called the Son of God." 

vV e are to share the blessed place . that the 

Lor<{ .. Jesus had as 9orn into this world "the 

Son of God." Oh, blessed, blessed place! 

WHAT A SURPRISE 1.T WILL BE TO THIS WORLD 

that has known us . bearing the image of the 

earthly. We have borne that image well: too 

well-we some of us bear it still all too well. 

But we are to H bear the image of the heavenly"; 

and ·the world will see us in the image of 

Christ. Oh, how transforming is the very 

thought of it ! Our God would have us now 

governed by this blessed revelation which is 

n1ade to us. 
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It is His unalterable purpose that we should 

be " conformed to the image of His Son, that 

He may be the Firstborn of many brethren." 

That will be 'when the Lord comes to this 

earth
, 

and His feet stand upon the !\fount of 

Olives. vYhat a wondrous day that will be! 

The saints will have already been gathered to 

be with Him ! But now they are comjng 

" with Him," and <;reation, to its utmost limit, 

must "know,, thcn1 as " sons of God." All 

that God has to do co.nnected with the earth 

will be accomplished by the coming of Christ 
to the earth. There are not two second con1-

ings of the Lord-only one; but the first act 

in that coming is the calling up of the co-heirs 

-a gathering of the men1bers of the Body of
Christ and of all His elect to be with- Him.

Then they will come together. Then the

blessed Lord J est,1s, with pierced feet, will

stand upon the Mount from which He

ascended. "He led out the disciples as far

as to Bethany;" He lifted His hands in

blessing, and He has never taken them down.

He needs no Aaron and Hur to keep them

"lifted up." They are extenaed in blessing

now-He is appearing in the ·presence ·or God
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for us with lifted hands. When He appears 

again, "we shall be like Him, for we shall see 

Him as He is, and every man that hath this 

hope set on Hin1, purifieth himself. even as He 

is pure.,, That is the effect of the blessed 

hope that is given to us. The contemplation 

of Christ in His glory in the gospels
, 

and the 

hope_ of His con1ing again-these are God's 

means of practical sa,.nctification. May God 

make them very abundantly such to us! 



GOD'S WAYS AND PURPOSE. 

ROMANS VIII. 

r Tlzerc is therefore now no condemnation 

to them which .are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
, .

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with 

our spirit, that we are the children of God : 

1 7 And if children, then heirs ; heirs of 

God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with Hinz, that we may be also 

glorified together. 

2 8 And we know that all things work 

together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to Hi's 

purpose. 

3 2 He that spared not His own Son, but 

delivered .Him up for us all, how shall He not 

with Him also freely give us all things?



''.And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to· His purpose. "-Romans viii. 28.r 

THE early pa-rt:of the chapter is the· result 
of all that has- gone hefore in this epistle. 

It describes the new position of the believer 
before God;, not merely forgiveness •Of sins, 
and 'favour in God's presend� hut a ·standing 
in Christ Jesus. " There is therefore no"v no 
condemnation to them who arein Christ J eslls·,, 
(verse 1). 0 that we might remember-·it, and 
that we might so apprehend the' truth of it 
that our lives might be to the praise of God. 
It is not in any measure the old position in the 
first Adam ; it is an entirely· new place. in · the· 
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risen Lord Jesus Christ. And then there is 
the Holy Spirit, the full power of that new 
standing-that " new. creation.,, There is no 
power in the new life that is· not derived from 
Christ. The new life is 

THE MOST DEPENDENT THING IN THIS WORLD. 

But there is a power that " worketh in us," not 
that :wo�keth for us only, but " worketh in us 
-it is the Holy Spirit energising the new
creation. I mean the new creation as it is
developed in the individual Christian. \-Vhen
we read, " If children, then heirs, heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ," we might say that
the blessing is perfect, and so in a way it is.
" This thing is true in Him, and in us because
the darkness is past, and the true light now
shineth." It is true when we consider our
selves, qot as in the flesh, but as in the Spirit.
But applied to our present condition of having
the flesh in· us, and being in the body, it is
very far from perfection. Indeed, creation
groans, and we "who have the first fruits of
the Spirit," we who are linked to Christ by the
-Holy Spirit, "we ourselves groan within our
selves, waiting for the adoption, the redemption
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of our body." T,he new-born spirit in the be
liever is created in the image of Him that did 
create it. The body, nevertheless, remains 
linked with a groaning creation. 1'hank God 
'we have 

THE SECRET OF THIS CONTRADICTION. 

\Ve have the victory-we are " more than con
querors," but it is " by faith." Faith recog
nises the condition of thing�_ as it is, and 
brings God into the circumstances through 
which we pass. 

The Holy Spirit Hiinself prays within us in 
groans which cannot be uttered. That is a 
fact, and that explains a great deal in the 
mystery of a Christian's passing through this 
world-. one with Christ, and yet groaning 
wit�in myself. Blessed with all spiritual bless
ings in heavenly places in Christ, and yet by 
the body linked with a groaning creation, we 
don't even know what to pray for as we ought .. • 
We desire, after the inner man, that God may 
be glorified, for ourselves practical conformity 
to Christ, the blessing of our brethren in this
worJd-the blessing of poor sinners in it .. 
Ofttimes we are conscious of not knowing 
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what we sh0uld pray for, but the Spirit within 
us intercedes. This is 

A PRICELESS BLESSING 

in the circumstances through which we pass. 
That "other Paraclete" is here, and just as 
Christ is the Paraclete there, maintaining our 
cause before God in heaven, so the " oth'er 
P�raclete " is maintaining us as we pass 
through this �orld. But if "we know not 
what to pray for as we ought," there is one 
thing we do know. "\,Ye know that all things 
work together for good." We kno·w it; there 
is no doubt about that. vVhatever the power 
of evil around, whatever the groan within, ",ve 
know that all things work together for good." 
This verse is often .misquoted thus : , "All 
things shall work together for good." Bu� all 
things no work, all things ARE working-in 
the day on which you groan most all things 
work together for good. God has His blessed 
plan. It is already unfolded as to the soul's 
salvation and the blessings which spring out 
of that; but His plan is not unfolded yet 
as to the way by which He will bring us 
into the heavenly enjoyment of it. But the 
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whole plan lies before God perfectly, and I-le 
is working according to a· plan. 

THERE ARE NO SURPRISES 'WITH GOD. 

He makes no mistakes. He 1nakes the same 
circumstances to work together for the good of 
a thousand people, each in a different way. 
" He is wonderful in counsel and excellent in 
workir:ig." 

G 

You see very beautifully in Job how God 
works for the blessing of one of His redeemed 
ones. You haye the curtain lifted for a moment, 
and you see Satan there " accusing the breth
ren." You see God listening to the accusation 
and working by the accusation. •' Hast thou 
considered my servant Job?" says God. "Thou 
hast set an hedge about him," says Satan. 
Mr. C. H. Spurgeon once said Satan kn_ew 
there was a hedge about Job, because he had 
been round and round again seeking to get in, 
and could not. " Thou hast set an hedge 
about him and all that he hath." God uses 
Satan's power for the correction of that which 
it was necessary to correct in Job. Job 
needed to be brought to ·a deeper knowledge of 
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himself as guilty and worthless before God, 
good man as he was ; and 

GOD COULD USE SATAN'S ENMITY 

to accomplish His end. "All things work 
together for good." Satan's accusation and 
the ren1oval of the hedge-they "worked 
together for good " to Job. The Sabeans, the 
Chald�ans, the death of his children, all the 
trqubles that overtook him, "worked together 
for good." And so all things are working, and 
still work, all through the dark night of this 
world; ordered from God, all through the dark 
night of our groaning, they work together for 
good. Oh, that God would give us th� con
sciousness of it every day ; not only when we 
are together and talking of it, but in the ordin
ary walk of life. You send the clothes to the 
laundress ; you never think about infection ; 
they come back ; you dress your children in 
the clothes ; and in a little time one of your 
children sickens with scarlet fever and dies. 
It is a very hard case. What will you say? 

. . 

\iVill there be a doubt about His love-

ONE SOLITARY DOUBT? 
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Did Job say, "The Lord gave, ·and the Sa.beans 
have taken away"? And will you say, "The 

Lord gave, and that wretched laundress has 

taken away"? He makes it all to work round 

for good to them that love God. I believe it, 

my friends. I should not be here to say it in 

the name of God if I did not believe it. God 
does work, and works when the heart is broken 
with sorrow, and works even through the tears. 

The re1noval of a dear friend may affect a 
score, a hundred hearts. It may change the 
whole course of a large circle, and yet for each 
one-every one-it works together for good. 
There is a dovetailing in the things that only 
God can dovetail. He is above " the water

floods." He is doing His will.. Yes, He saw 

that laundress put through the clothes with the 

cloth.es that came from the. scarlet fever 

patient. He did not approve of it; but He 

had a 1neaning in it, and a n1eaning for you of 

infinite grace and compassion. 

Shimei curses. He has no business to 

curse; it is a cowardly shame to curse. David 

never did Shimei's family a bad. turn in his 

life, but many a good one; but when Shimei 

curses, David says," The Lord has bidden him 
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curse." In like manner the Master said, 
"The cup which My Father hath given Me, 

shall I not drink it ? " And did not that work 

together for good-a type of everything else ? 
The greatest sin that this wo:,;ld has ever 
known has wrought the greatest blessing. 
" Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain" (Acts ii. 23). 

It does not make their crucifying and slay
ing the Son of God· a less crime, but He was 
delivered of God. It was the love of God 
that was redeeming your guilty soul and mine. 
" The cup which My Father hath given Me, 

shall I not drink it? " 
We do indeed love Him, " because He 

first loved us " ; but if the Spirit of God 

had stopped there my eye. should have 
turned in, and I should have wondered if I 

did love God after all. But, blessed be God, 
He goes on, " to them who are the called 

according to His purpose." Thank God, it is 

His love for me, not my love for Hirn, upon 
which the heart is called to rest. It is His 
purpose that is my salvation-full and perfect 
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salvation. He has saved my soul, and· has 
taught me to rejoice in " God my Saviour." 
He has given His biessed Spirit-the seal that 
I belong to God, the 4arnest of all that is 
coming, the anointing by which I know the 
things that are. freely given us of God. That 
same purpose is going to make this body to be 
th� child of God. This body is- not re
generate to-day. My spirit · within me says, 
"Abba, Father." God's Spirit in me says it, 
and my spirit too; but the body is still left to 
groan, though, thank God, only for a tin1e. 
His purpose is that I should be a child of God 
in my en tire being-. in my body as well as in 
my spirit Now, the next verse gives the pur
pose of God. vVe sometimes divorce these 
verses that God has joined together. " For 
whom He did foreknow He also did pre
destinate to be conformed to the image of 
His Son." Don't forget what the predestina
tion is. It is not only a pardoned sinner 
accepted by a holy and righteous God. It is 
not only to be able to say, "Abba, Father.'; 
It is to be conformed to the image of God's 
Son-

A BLESSED PREDESTINATION! 
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That is the purpose of my God. Before the 
morning stars sang together, or the sons of 

. God had shouted for joy (Job xxxviii. 7 ), I was 

present, and you were too. His eye saw 

everything from the beginning to the end, and 

He purposed that you and I, who are groaning 

to:..day, should be conformed to the image of 

His Son. The groan is not much if it is to 

end in conformity to the image of God's Son. 

You groan because one side of you is con

nected with the groaning creation and the 

other side with the living God. You cannot 

help it, but it is not for long. God's purpose 

is that you should be confonned to the image 

of His Son. If you put any title of Christ 

here instead of this divine one you spoil it. 

"The in1age of Christ" won't do. "The 

image of Jesus Christ" won't do. "The image 

of Christ Jesus" won't do. It is." the image 

of Hts Son." I am going to be like Christ in 

this blessed sonship-in this blessed relation 

to the liying God for ever and ever. I shall 

be a child at home in the Father's· house, and 

I shall be so like the Lord Jesus Christ that I 

could not be more like Him : like Him in 

spirit, like Him in body-every feature of me 
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displaying conformity to the image of God's 
own Son. 

I AM GLAD THAT I WAS EVER BORN 

into this world of sin. It is a great privilege 
that I have to go through· so many years of a 
groaning condition, isn't it, seeing it is to end 
in this conformity to the image of His Son ? 

" That He might be the firstbo·rn among 
many brethren." Blessed, blessed �ounsel, 
and blessed way, however rough, that leads to 
its acco1nplishment. He is not ashamed to 
call us brethren now: we call Him "Lord." 
Blessed be His name, He might weJl pe 
ashamed, but He is not. Oh, to_ hear that 
word from the lips of the LordJ esus. "I will 
declare Thy name unto 1viy brethren "(H

1
eb. ii. 

12 ). 0ur eternal future is to be pa,ssed in the 
presence of Christ, my brethren, gazing upon 
that face that was once marred to bring us 
into that relationship, and that position, and 
into that likeness to Himself. 

N ow
J 

just go on a few verses. " What shall 
we say?" I am sure I cannot answer the 
que�tion ; can you ? What are you going to 
say to God about them now? Vlhat does 
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n1y heart and your heart answer to rlim about 
these things? Oh, blessed way that ends in 
the Father's house-- that ends in my Saviour's 
presence and likeness. May lie go on in that 
way; may He go on with the accomplishment 
of His purpcse. vVe are in the hands of a 
Father, and that Father loves us perfectly. 
Do you ever think of your love to your 
children when you think _of the relationship in 
which you stand to God now ? \Vh_at would 
you give now to your child-to your first
born ? \Vhat woul.d you not do for your 
child ? And do you believe, my brother, that 
God has made you His child, and that it. is a 
real relationship ? Does God feel as a father 
feels towards a child ? You know how a 
fathe_r naturally feels towards his child. You 
scarc.ely know how you feel_ until a hand is 
l�id upon your child. Some sickness, son1e
accident, and it soon becomes evident how
1nuch you love you� child.. And God loves

. 

. 

me. I say 1ne, to make it individual and
personal.

HE LOVES ME AS A PERFECT FATHER 

loves a child. He loves me as He loves His 
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own Son, for He has made me one with Christ 
by the Holy Spirit. God grant that this may 
be an abiding thought in the depths of the 
heart. 

"What shall we say to these things ? " "If 
God be_ for us who can be against us ? He 
that spared not His oivn Son.:, That is the 
measure of His love. You cannot read the 
measure of God's love in the mercies of every 
day. It is a blessed thing to receive �he 
mercies of every day fron1 the hand of God as 
a Father, and it is His love _we own in them; 
but they are not, and never will be, the measure 
of Hi� love. In the .nature of things they 
cannot b�. The measure of His love is the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ-the gift of 
His Son, to redeem lost sinners ; "to suffer," 
mark you, to "suffer, the Just for the unjust, to 
bring _us to God." When it says, " He that 
spared not,." what does it mean ? He " so 
loved the world that He gave His only be
gotten Son " ; and having given Him He 
"caused to meet upon Him the iniquities of 
us all." 

When He took our place, and stood answer:
able for our sins, God did not spare Him. 
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God did not give Him a different measure of 
punishment for my sins from what He would 
have given me if I had been bearing them 
myself. 

CHRIST SUFFERED WHAT I SHOULD HAVE 

SUFFERED; 

but, blessed be His name, He could bear the 
sins. He could put them away. His suffer
ings availed to accomplish it. He was equal 
to the task. He made an end of sin. He 
brought His infinite 1najesty, and power, and 
righteousness into that offering ofHimself.-that 
bearing of our sins in flis own body on the 
tree. But God did not spare Him, and this is 
the 1neasure of God's love. The Father's 
house, with all its untold glory and joy, is not 
the measure of God's love. That Son in the 
midst of the darkness; that wailing cry, " My

God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 
that is the measure of God's 1neasureless love! • 

I know the love now. " Hereby know we 
the love." That blessed One, the delight of 
G_od's heart, He served Him perfectly. He 
glorified Him alone down here. He trusted 
God to the uttermost. He was shut out ; the 
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darkness surrounded Him ; the waters came 

into His. soul-that we n1ight walk in the light, 

that we might know the favour of God every 

day, and that we 1night be in it, spirit, soul, 

and body, soon. And that is the measure of 

God's love. " He that spared not His own 

Son.,, He knew a Father's heart as He brought 

forth that only begotten One. He knew a 

Ft1ther's heart as He gave Him to come into 

this world such as it was. He knew a Father's 

heart when He delivered Him up for us all. 

" How shall He not with Him also freely 

give us all things." And now, cannot we 

learn something fron1 this. text in 

ITS MISQUOTATION? 

" He that spared not His own Son, but freely 

,delivered Him up for us all." That is how it 

is almost always quoted, but it does not say so. 

God was not obliged to give Him up. Of 

His own infinite love He did this. But the 

heart can see and feel that " freely" could not 

be put in there. No, no. But now it comes 

in. " How shall He not with Him also 

FREELY give us all things?" Now it is in 

the right place. Thank God, He has given 
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His-Son out of the abundance of His fathon1-
l.!ss love, and now B.e is at liberty to bless and 
to give us "all things." And He does give 
us all things. There is not a thing in this 
world He would withhold from us if it would 
be a good thing for us. I know n1y God will 
give me everything He -sees really good for me. 
I know in the natural relationship how it 
would be with me as regards one of my 
children for whom something would be good. 
God knows what is good for each, and "no 
good thing will He withhold." Be sure of 
that. I-Te may not give us what we desire, but 
He does give, and will give always, 

WHA,TEVER IS G.OOD. 

"No good thing_ will He withhold from them 
tha_t walk uprightly." But the measure of His. 
love is not the rp.er�y He bestows. l'he. 
measure of His love �s that "unspeakable 
gift." The cross of Calvary is not only a 
means to an end ; it is ·that; He could not 
have blessed -me without the cross . of Calvary. 
There .was no way for. blessing to a sinner by 
the holy and . righteous God but by the cross; 
but it is ¥!, great deal more than a _n1eans to an 
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end. "Now is the Son .of Man glorified." 

That is the cross. " And God is glorified in 

Him. If God be glorified, in Him, God shall 
also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straight

way glorify Him." The cross is the moral 

glory of God made good in a world of sin, and 

the: glory of God lifted to a higher standard 
than ever could have been known in a sinless 
world. 

He gave Himself for us, but it was· "an 
offering and a sacrifice to God of a swe�t,. 
sn1elling savour.'' How passing blessed it is 
that the measure of our blessing is that cross 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is also a 
sweet-smelling savour to God. It all goes up 

to .God 

AN ETERNAL. SWEET-SMELLING SAVOUR. 

The satisfaction that God has found il,l the 
Son of His �ove, first down here in this wor}d, 

going about doing good, spending His strength 

in the service of His God and Father ; and 

then, at the close of a day of service and 

devotion to Him, not. having where to lay His 

head, turning to the Mount of Olives, whil�t 

others go to their own homes. Oh, what was 



96 God's Ways and Purpose. 

it all to the eyes and heart of God! But then 

at the end the will of God had to be done . 

" Lo! I come to do Thy will, 0 My God." 

"What, shall I say, Father save Me from this 

hour ; but for this cause· came I unto this 

hour. Father, glorify Thy name." Did ever 

such a cry reach God in His sanctuary ? 

" Father, glorify Thy name. If it implies 

casting Me out of Thy sight ; if it implies all 

Thy waves and billows passing over Me; if it 

implies the waters coming into My soul

Father, glorify Thy name." Yes, it was a 

whole burnt-offering to God-a sacrifice and 

an .offering of a sweet-smelling savour. God 

was glorified. That is a great deal more than 

satisfaction to His righteousness. , God was 

glorified in the cross of Christ. And this is 

the measure of His love to you and to me

the measure of the love that watches every 

footstep, every sorrow, every day in this world. 

May our God just go on until 

THAT BLESSED DAY 

when we shall be "conformed to the image of 

His Son," and may our hearts -trust God fully 

beneath the clpud or in the sunshine, as the 
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One that "spared not His own Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all." God help us! 

O God, reveal more of the perfection of that 

Christ, and all the perfections of His work, to 

us, and conform us by it to I-Iis likeness, for 

His praise and glory. A1nen. 
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Ephesians I. 

J 
T is the beauty of this -chapter that it con-

templates God acting in grace from 

Himself. \Vhat God does for us is because of 

His own eternal love and according to His own 

heart. This gives a peculiar chann to the 

Epistle. Even in chapter ii., which contem

plates us in our misery and distance from God, 

it is God's full grace according to what He is in 

Hi"mse(f. 

The blessed God is introduced to us here as 

"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ" 

acting towards us according to this character; 

acting in the fulness of His power, majesty, 

and divine grace, and of His own will accord

ing to these blessed· relationships. First, He 

acts according to what He is in Himself as 
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\. 

God, then according to what He 1s in His 

relationship as Father. 

Verses 4 and 5 just answer to these two 

ch'1ra-::ters, to the nature of God and to the 

relationship-in which He has revealed Himself 

to us. God was known to the Patriarchs of 

old as the Almighty God. After that He 

reveals Himself to Israel as Jehovah, the 

Great and Blessed " I am." He has never 

lost this character. He is revealed to us in 

the same relationship. But He has taken in 

addition to these 

A WONDROUSLY NEAR RELATIONSHIP 

toward us-He is " Father " to us. He is not 

only "Our Father." I can say and you can 

say a great deal more to God than that He is 

our Father. He is our Father according to 

the character of the relationship He bears to 

Chris_t. He takes that very relationship with 

us. What simple faith (not n1erely intelligence, 

but faith) is needed to enable us to enter into 

this blessed relationship ! 

But take first God as such. He is the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the blessed 

Saviour of our souls. To be a Saviour He has 

H 
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become a man, and He is God. 0 do ponder 

for a moment the dignity of His person. His 

having become a man and changing His place 

shows that He is God over all. You cannot 

change your place, no more can I. Can you, 

can I, take a higher place than God has put us 

into? Neither can we take a lower place: we 

cannot become one of the lower animals. But 

God, the very God, God over all, became a 

man, thus showing Him�e·r to be God in His 

very hu1nan nature. That God is revealed to 

us as our God. Think of it, my brethren. It 

is not a light matter. Once we were without 

God. Don't I know it? We were in this 

world without God. But now we have a God 

(blessed be His name!) every hour of the day: 

in every circun1stance of joy and sorrow we 

have a God-a God to whom our hearts anse 

in adoring worship. 

WE ARE HIS OWN CHILDREN-

not only adopted, that's true; but it is also 

true that we are of the same nature. God has 

begotten us again. And His purpose is that 

we should be like, fully• like, our Father as 

that Father is made known to us in Christ. 
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We have a God. We don't always look 
like it. Sometimes I am conscious I don't. 
We have a God, the God of the universe, while 

also the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
You have read Psalm _lxiii. with worshipping 

hearts, I know : "0 God, thou art my God." 
He was not the God of Saul except in nan1e, 
but He was David's God: "My God." vVould 
that we might walk henceforth in the con
sciousness that God is our God. 

rrhe 4th verse is in connection with this, and 
bears out the thought. We are brought to the 
holy One, the mighty One. We are brought 
to God. " According as He has chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love. 

\Ve go back to our conversion, and we thank 
God with joyful lips. But God goes back 
before the foundation of the world to a purpose 
in the ages which was all divine. 

Is it n� refreshing, in this changing scene 
with a poor, fickle heart within, to go back 
before the foundation of the world and see that 
God chose us in Christ: in Him who was His 
delight, who was daily with Him ? 
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HE CHOSE US IN CHRIST. 

0 how precious ! How pre·cious, in the daily 
circumstances of life, whatever they may be, 
to go back before the foundation of the world 
and to see ourselves chosen in Christ. 

" He chose us in Christ that we should be 
holy and without bla.me before Him in love." 
This is the choice of our God. 0 it is passing 
sweet ! It is precious beyond all words. 0 
God, speak to our hearts of what it is! I don't 
want to dwell on the mere words. I want our 
hearts, yours and mine, to be touched by the 
grace of our God, and to be drawn practically 
nearer to Him-to be drawn practically into 
the circle of God's thoughts about us. He 
has chosen you and me that we should 
be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, according to His own character, who is 
infinitely holy. 

If He is to have a people near Him they 
must be holy� so He has chosen us that we 
should be " holy," according to His own 
character. Also, He has chosen us in Christ 
that we should be "blan1eless," as He is 
blameless in all His ways of wisdom and of 
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grace; and that we should be "before Him in 
love," because He is love in His very being 
and nature. 0 it is priceless in value ! That 
we should be before God-brought there 
according to I-Iis character. It is the opposite 
of what I was and of what you were. But it is 
what He chose in His blessed counsels before 
the foundation of the. world-that we should 
be in His presence answering to His character. 
0 let our hearts bow down before Him. Let 
them be open to Him in any measure in which 
they answer to this choice : it is all the work 
of His hand. In any measure in which they 
don't answer to His choice there is work to be 
done. May He do it. "That we should be 
holy and withon t blame before Him in love " 
is essential to the very nature of God. Then 
there is another thing : As God He will . have 
worshippers; as Father He will have children. 
As brought into God's. presence to enjoy God, 
and ill' the character of worshippers, it was 
essential that we should answer to our God. 
Besides that, ·He has predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Him
self, according to the good pleasure of His 
\\ill. Observe that when it is bringing us 
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AS CHILDREN TO HIS PRESENCE 

it is according to the good pleasure of His 

will, which is not so said of us in verse 4 in 

connection with God having chosen us from 

before the foundation of the world. If God 

were to bring us to Himself at all He must 

bring us according to- His holiness : it is 

essential to His glory. He might have given 

us any place He saw fit. The angels are not 

children : they are holy, but they are not 

children ; but when it is relationship as chil

dren it is " according to the good pleasure of 

His will." How well for you and me that it 

was the good pleasure of His will that you and 

I should be children. He has predestinated 

us to be children. "And because we are sons, 

He has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 

our heart, crying, Abba, Father." It is a real 

relationship, and there is a real, living power 

within you and me, within each Christian, to 

make it good and to make the relationship real, 

and to enable us to say, "Abba, Father," as 

expressive of a conscious nearness of relation

ship. As parents, you know how you feel 

towards your children. But our God loves 
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EACH ONE OF HIS CHILDREN 

far beyond a parent's love. Do you believe 

it? It would make a revolution in our lives, 

if· you and I believed that the " Holy and 

11:ighty One, who inhabiteth eternity," looks 

down upon us, upon me, with the same affec

tion that I have to one of my children, but in

finitely above mine. 

"Having predestinated us." It is taken 

out of our hands. It is His predestination, it 

is not ours. God has predestinated-it is 

absolute and fixed for all eternity-that you 

should be a child, and that you should be con

sciously in that relationship. It is the will of 

God that it should be to us every hour of 

every day a living reality. May God make 

it so. 

In John iv. these two things are united, and 

that brings it a little nearer to us. When we 

see the wearied Man on Sychar's well, the God 

Man-don't let us forget Him-we hear Him 

speak to a poor sinner in her sins as He might 

have spoken to you or to me. It comes ve1 y 

near. "The hour cometh, and now is, when 

the tru€ worshippers shall worship the Father 
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in spirit and in. truth, for the Father seeketh 
such to worship Him. God is a Spirit, and 
they that worship Him, must worship Hirn in 
spirit and in truth" (John iv. 23, 24). We have 
here the God that will surround Himself with 
worshippers, and, therefore, chose us before the 
foundation of the world. Here we have wor
ship in its true filial character. vVe have the 
two combined. We know God as God, and 
we know Him as Father, and the Father seeks 
worshippers. How precious is this ! We are 
worshippers in the presence of our Father ; 
and, not only in the presence of the Holy and 
Mighty God, but the worship takes the char
acter of the place and relationship in which 
God has set us. 

WHAT IS WORSHIP? 

Etymologically it is the ascription of honour 
and worth to God. But, practically, it is our 
souls before the Holy God, and in the relation

ship of children to that God receiving every

thing from God, and telling it back to Him in 
unfeigned praise an·d thanksgiving. "Thus 
will I bless Thee while I live." \Ve don't half 
know what that word means-" Thus will I 
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bJess Thee." Is not He the blesser? Does 

not all blessing co1ne from Him? How, then, 

can I bless God? It is the heart. receiving of 

the communications of the Living God-His 

precious Grace in Christ Jesus, and pouring it 

back to Him in heartfelt worship. That is 

the highest thing in heaven or upon earth

the enjoyment of God for what He is, for what 

He has revealed Hin1self as. That is the 

highest state that any creature will ever be 

called into the enjoyment of. May God give 

it to us now in the circumstances of sin and 

sorrow in which \Ve are found. By the preci

ous Blood of Christ He has at once revealed 

I-Iimself and met our deepest need. 
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