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THE EDITORS’ NOTE.

IT can hardly be questioned that the great

European War. is .bringing very near two great
;iolitical events long foretold in prophecy—the
restoration of the United Roman Empire and the
return of the Jews to their own land.

The moral signs of the times, as distinguished
from political events, agree with this. The prevalent
love of pleasure, the powerless ““ forms of godliness "’
which abound, the. active propaganda of spurious
imitations of the truth, corresponding so closely with
the picture drawn in the second epistle to Timothy,
chapter 3, all prove that we are in ‘‘ the Last D_é.ys.”

But another -évent, not itself the subject of Old
Testament prophecy, must, as very many believe,
precede the political movements above referred to—
the return of the Lord .Jesus for His Church. Th1s,
then, must ““a fortiori”’ be very near. How 1mportant
then, that all who bear the name of Christian should
make sure whether théy really are members of the
True Church, so as to be'ready for that return.

The object of this book is to point out what the
True Church is, of which the Lord Jesus Christ is
Head, and the Divine condition for ﬂnembership.
It is not religion.that saves, but Christ. He is the
Only Door of Salvation (John 10. 9), and the Only
Way to the Father (John 14. 6).' ‘His 'Name alone is
‘‘ given among men, whereby we must be saved ”

(Acts 4. 12). He is the One Mediator (1 Tim. 2. 5)
6



5 Editors’ Note.

and the solitary Divine Foundation (1 Cor. 3. 11).. The
offering of His Body on the Cross is the sole valid
Sacrifice for sin (Heb. 10. 12), His Blood the exclusive
means by which sins may.be forgiven and the sinner
justified (Heb. 9. 12). Faith in Him is the one con-
dition by which a self-caqndemned sinner can obtain
eternal blessing (Acts 16, 31), and His Person the
unique centre around which God would have Ilis
saints to gather (Matt. 18: 20 ; Heh: 10. 21).

The various writers are responsible only for their
own articles. We hope that the fact that the con-
tributors to this volume represent various countries
of the world (though all by grace citizens. of the
Better Country) may add weight to their testimony,
and be blessed of God, not only to the people of the
British Isles and Empire, but also wherever English

is understood,
W. H.

R. M‘E-
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THE TRUE CHURCH

WHAT IS IT? ——
WHO COMPOSE IT?

THE TRUE CHURCH
In which Alone Men can be Saved.

By J. C. RYLE, D.D., Bishop of Liverpool.

THERE is hardly any subject in religion which
is so much misunderstood as the subject

the ‘‘Church.’’ There is probably no misunder-
standing which has done more harm to professing
Christians than the misunderstanding eof this subject.

There is hardly any word which is used in such a
variety of meanings as the word ‘‘Church.’’ It is
a word that we hear constantly used, and yet we
cannot help observing that different people use it
in different senses. The English politician in' our
days talks of ‘‘the Church.’”’ What does he mean?
You will generally find he means the' Episcopal
Church established in his own country. The Roman
Catholic talks of ‘‘the Church.’”’ What does he
mean? Ie means the Church of Rome, and tells
you that there is no other True Church in the world
except his own. TheDissenter talks of ‘‘the Church.’’
What does he mean? He means the communicants

B



10 THE TRUE CHURCH.

of that Chapel of which he is a member. The mem-
bers of the Church of England talk of ‘‘the Church.’’
What do they mean? One means the buildings in
which he worships on a Sunday; another means the
clergy, and whHen any one is ordained tells you that
he has gone ‘‘into the Church;’’ a third has some
vague'notions about what he is pleased to call
apostolical succession, and hints mysteriously that
the. Church is made up of Christians who are governed
by Bishops, and of none beside. There is no denying
these things. They are all patent and notorious
facts. And they all help to explain the assertion
with which I started, that there is no subject so
much misunderstood as that of the ‘‘Church.’’

I believe that to have clear ideas about the Church
is of the first importance in the present day. I
believe that mistakes on this point are one grand
cause of the religious delusions into which so many
fall. I wish to call your attention to that great
primary meaning in which the word ‘‘Church’’ is
used in the New Testament. I want to clear the
subject of that misty vagueness by which it is sur-
rounded in so many minds.

The Only Church in which is Salvation.

First of all let me show you'tkat one True Church,
outside of which no man can be saved.

There is a Church, outside of which there is no
Salva.tlon * a Church to which-a man must belong,
‘or be lost eternally I lay this down without hesita-
tion or reserve. I say it as strongly and as con-
fidently as the strongest advocate of the Church of
Rome. But what is this Church? Where is this
Church? . What are the marks by which this Church
may be known? This is the grand question. It is

#In this Dispensation.—Ebs.
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composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is
made up of all God’s elect, of all converted ‘men
and women, of all true Christians. It is a Church
of whieh all the members have the same marks.
‘They are all. ‘‘born againi’’ of the Spirit. It is'a
Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon
earth, however much it values those who preach
the Gospel.to its members. The life of its members
does not hang on Church membership, and baptism,
and the Lord’s Supper, although they highly value
these things.when they are to be had., But it has
only one Great Head, one Shepherd, one Chief
Bishop, and that is Jesus Christ. He alone, by His
Spirit, admits the members of this Church, theugh
ministers may show the door. Till He opens the
door no man on earth can open it—neither Bishops,
nor Presbyters, nor Convocations, nor Synods.
Once let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and
that moment he becomes a member of this Church.

‘It is a Church whose existence does not depend on
forms, ceremonies, cathedrals, churches, chapels,
pulpits, fonts, vestments, organs, endowments,
money, kings, governments, magistrates, or any
act or favour whatsoever from the hand of man.- It
has often lived on and continued when all these
things have been’taken from it. It has often been
driven into the wilderness, or into dens and caves
of the earth, by those who ought to have been its
friends. But its existence depends on nothing but
the presence of Christ and His Spirit, and so long
as they are with it the Church cannot: die.

The Only Church Truly Catholic.

This is the only Church which is truly catholic.
It is ‘'not the Church of any ‘one nation or people.
Its members are to be found in every part of the world
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where the Gospel is received and believed. It is not
conﬁned within the limits of any one country nor
pent up within' the pale of any partlcular forms or
outward government. In it there is no difference
between Jew and Greek, black man and white,
Episcopalian and Presbyterian, but .faith in Christ
is all. Its members will be gathered from North and
South, and East and West, and will be of every name
and denomination, and kindred, and people, and
tongue, but all one in Christ Jesus.

The Only Church Truly Apostolic.

This is the only Church which is truly Apostolic.
It is built on the foundation laid by the Apostles,
and holds the doctrines which they preached. The
two grand objects at which its members aim are
Apostolic faith and Apostolic practice; and they
consider the man who talks of following the Apostles
without possessing these two things to be no better
than sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.

The Only Church which is Indestructible.

This is the only Church which is certain to endure
unto the end. Nothing can altogether overthrow
and destroy it. Its members may be persecuted,
oppressed, " imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned,
but the True Church is never altogether extinguished.
It rises again from its afflictions. It lives on through
fire and water. When crushed in one land it springs
up in another.: The Pharisees, the Herods, the
Neros, the Julians, the-Diocletians, the bloody
Marys, the Charles the Ninths, have laboured in
vain to put down this Church. They slay their
thousands, and then pass away and go to their own
place. The True Church outlives them all, and sees
them buried each in his turn.
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The Only True Christian Church.

This is the Church which does the work of Christ
vpon earth. Its members are a little flock, and-few
in number compared with the children of the world ;
one or two here, and two or three there, a few in this
parish, and a few in that. But these are they who
shake the universe, these are they who change the
fortunes of kingdoms by their prayers, these are
they who are the active workers for spreading the
knowledge of pure religion and undefiled, these are
the life-blood of a country, the shield, the defence,
the stay, and the support of any nation to which
they belong.

This is the Church which shall be truly glorious
at the end. When all earthly glory is passed away,
then shall this Church be presented without spot
before God the Father’s Throne. Thrones, prin-
cipalities, and powers upon earth shall come to
nothing. Dignities, and offices, and endowments
shall all pass away. But the Church of the first-
born shall shine as the stars at the last, and be pre-
sented with joy before the Father’s Throne -in the
'day of Chrlst s appearing. When the Lord’s jewels’
are made up,. and the manifestation of the sons of
God takes place, Episcopacy, and Presbyterianism,
and Congregationalism will not be mentionéd. One
Church only will be named, and that is the Church
of the elect.

The Only Church which is Vital.

This is the Church to which a man must belong
if he would be saved. Till you belong to this you
are nothing better than a lost soul. You may_have
the form, the husk, the skin, and the shell ,of re-
ligion, but you have not got the substance and the
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life. Yes, you may have countless outward privi-
leges, you may enjoy great light and knowledge and
opportunities, but if you do not beloeng to the Body
of Christ your light and knowledge, and privileges,
and opportunities will not save your soul. Alas,
for the ignorance that prevails on this point! Men
fancy if they join this Church or that Church, and
become communicants, and go through -certain
forms, that all must be right with their souls. It is
an utter delusion. It is a gross mistake. All were
not Israel who were called Israel, and all are not
members of Christ’s Body who profess themselves
Christians. Take notice, you may be a staunch
Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or Independent, or
Baptist, ‘or Wesleyan, or Plymouth Brother, and
yet .not belong to the True Church. And if you do
not, it' will be better at last if you had never been
born. Serious Issues at Stake.

I do-not ask whether you go to a place of worship
on the Sunday. I do not ask whether you call your-
self a-Churchman or whether you are a Dissenter.
I only ask whether. you belong to the Church, which
is made up-of true believers, whether you have been
brought to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ,
whether you have laid: aside the world and sin,
comeé out from following them, and fled to Christ
by faith. If you have not, take warning that you
are in a most dangerous and unsatisfactory. state
of soul. You have got hold of nothing worth calling
religion.” You have got the husk of Christianity,
but not the kernel.. You have nothing to rest-upon,
nothing to comfort you in the day of trial, nothing
tosatisfy you in an empty world, and nothing, above
all things, to save you in the last day. The hopes of
all men shall be put upon their’ trial sooner or
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later. Except you belong to the one True Church,
your end will be a Churchman or Dissenter lost, a
Churchman or Dissenter cast away, a Churchman
or Dissenter in Hell, without hope and without
comfort, and that for ever.

Oh, that men would but see that Salvation turns
upon this question! Oh, that men would but see that
it shall profit nothing to say, ‘‘I have always gone
to my Church,’’ or, ‘‘always gone to Meeting,’’ if
they have not gone. to ‘Christ by faith and been
‘“‘born again,’’ and been made one with Christ,
and Christ with them! Oh, that men would under-
stand that ‘‘the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy -in the
Holy Ghost ;’’ that true religion does not.turn on
Episcopacy or Presbyterianism, on churches or
chapels, on liturgies or extempore prayer; but on
justification, and sanctification, on saving faith and
new. hearts. Oh, that'men would set their minds
more upon these points, and leave off their miserable
squabbling about unprofitable controversies, and
settle down to this one great question: Have I come
to.Christ, and laid hold of Him, -and.been -born
again?

I commend these things solemnly to. your attention.
That you'may know them by experience is my heart’s
desire. That the knowledge of them may spread
more and more is my daily prayer.
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THE TRUE CHURCH

Contrasted with the False Church.
By M. CH. AUBERT, Switzerland.

THE True Church! Then there is a false Church!
Side by side with the Church presented by the Word
of God as being the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12), the
House of God (Eph. 2; 1 Peter 2), the Bride of
Christ (Eph. 5) (terms which set forth its sublime
character), there is another Church which is only an
imitation, a counterfeit, and does the work of the
enemy. ' Of this latter we need say but little further
than to point out the fact that .for membership with
it it suffices to be brought under a sacrament, to be
inscribed in certain registers, to submit to certain
rites, and to profess doctrines which vary according to
the particular ecclesiastical organisation in question.
. The false Church does not know how to require of
its disciples a.new heart, a second birth, a spiritual
conversion, things which are above all human un-
derstanding. It shows itself at times very religious,
very active, very attractive, as well by its forms as
by the splendour of its ceremonial. But what can
be its moral value?- It remains, none the less, the
work of man, and because of this fact it becomes
quite easily the instrument of Satan to keep souls
from the truth in a false security, strangers from the
life of God and ignorant of the work of the Spirit.
Would you contemplate the false Church in the
full development of its diverse character, and under-.
stand the end that awaits it? Only read with serious
attention the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of
the Book of Revelation. Before closing the Book,
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listen earnestly to the appeal which rings-as with the
voice of a trumpet: ‘‘Come out of her, My people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins’’ (18. 4).

In striking contrast is the T7ue Church. Let us
consider it undér one or other of the ﬁgm'es which the
Word of God uses to describe it; it will appear to
u$ as a divine work—* ‘The Body of Christ,”’ ‘“The
House of God.’’ Its orlgm is on high, in the eternal
counsels of the Father, in His infinite love. When the
questlon for the first time arises in Holy Scripture
it is the Lord Jesus who names it, signifying this
Church as His work. ‘‘I will build My Church.”’

‘The Foundati_on of the True Church.

This future, “‘I will build,’’ may surprise persons
who think that' Christ laboured at the foundation
and building of the Church by the' exercise of His
incomparable earthly ministry, viz.,.either by the
preaching of the Sermon on the. Mount or by the
working of His wonderful miracles of which “the
Gospels tell us. Nevertheless an attentive reader of
the Word of God cannot fail to understand that the
Church could not come into being before the death
and resurrection of the Lord. He teaches this
Himself, adding to the words already quoted a
significant instruction” summed up in verse 21:
‘““From that time forth began Jesus to show unto
His disciples how that He must go unto Jerusalem
suffer many things,. .be killed, and be raised again.’

To suffer, to die, to be raised again. These three
words, corresponding to three things indispensable to
the foundirig and building up of the Church, show
us the foundation upon which ‘the edifice was to be
raised. How could any one save the Holy Spirit.
be able to build upon such a foundation? What
help can human wisdom, energy, and capacity
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supplyin a domain and for a work which is not
theirs? ‘“The things of God knoweth. no man, save
the Spirit of God..But the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness. unto him’’ (1 Cor. 2. 11-14).

The Church is' the Body of Christ. Here on earth
He went from place to place doing good (Acts 10.
38) ; but He was the grain of wheat not yet fallen
into the'ground, and therefore alone, but He was
destined to die and become fruitful (John 12. 24).
Therefore, there could then be no question of His
Body, nor of His members in this particular sense
until after His death, burial, and resurrection.
Then it was God ‘“‘put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be the Head over all things to
the Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all”’ (Eph. 1. 22, 23). Thus the
Church is a collective body, all the individuals
of which are united, not by a _constitutional
organisation, regulating their relationship one with
another, but as an organism of which the members
are one, because they draw their life from a unique
source, from the- glorified Head, even from the
ILord in Heaven. He it is who communicates
Himself to His own by His Spirit to live in them,
and to dwell in the midst of them (Matt. 18. 20;
John 15.4,5;1Cor.12.12,13; Eph. 2. 5-7; 4.15,16).

The Membership of the True Church.

.The Church, the Body of Christ, we have said is
Hrs work. But by what means do those who have
been made members thereof enter into its constitu-
tion? How does a sinner-become a living stone in
the edifice (1 Peter 2. 5),-and an active .member of
the Body whose Head is in Heaven? Not by any
external rite performed by priestly or clerical hands..
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For a new creation, a divine operation is indispens-
able, since it is necessary to give life to that which
was in-a state of death (2 Cor. 5. 12; Eph. 2. 10).
This work is the ‘‘new birth’’ (John 3. 3), and those
who are its subjects are “‘born of God’’ (1 John 2. 29;
3.9;5.1-4,18). They have experienced regeneration
accomplished by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3. 95;
1 Peter-1. 3-23). Let us add that this work is
not. arbitrary the fruit of a divine caprice, for it
is only rendered possible in the case of those who
yield to it by responding to the appeal of God by
conversion, by the forsaking of sin, and by faith
(John 5.40; 6.47; 1 Thess. 1.9, 10; Eph. 1. 13, 14).

Regenerated! Born of God! These words convey
a glorious reality, and comprise the gift of life by
Christ raised from the dead and glorified in Heaven;
invisible to the world, hidden 'in fact' until that
moment when He will appear terrible,-in the Day
when every eye shall see Him (Rev. 1. 7)

. From a hidden Christ descends a hidden life (Col
3. 3), communicated to the redeemed by a hidden
Agent, the Holy Spirit, ‘‘whom the world cannot
teceive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth
Him” (John 14.17). Therefore all that has relation
to the nature of the Church, to its constitution, to
its increase, to its development, all that concerns its
mode of work for unconverted souls, or for estab-:
lishing believers, remain wrapped in a certain:
mystery, and exposes itself to the criticism of the
uninitiated. In fact, .if the believer individually
is called to depend solely on His Lord, can the Church
in its corporate. capacity pursue any other course
here below? We do not think so, for from the
moment that human principles direct the life and
testimony o0f the Church, this life is not that of a
hidden Christ, and the testimony becomes conformed.
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to that which the world knows and approves. Its
praises are lavished upon that Church which -it has
ceased to despise, because the Church on its part has
ceased to hold forth before its eyes the light of life
(John 8. 12). Hawving lost for itself this light of life,
it sinks into the same ignorance as the world, as to
the hidden life, and that which is its source.

It is therefore most important for the Christian to
grasp what is the Church according to the Word, for
at the saine moment he will iearn what he is himself.
It is the habitation of God, and he a living stone
placed in the structure of this building. It is the
Body of Christ, and he a member of this Body
whose Head is in Heaven. ‘

As to the. world, it is the impure place, full of
darkness and under the sway of the-devil, in which
the power of the life of Christ is working to take out
stones for the temple of God and members for His
Body. He is working this first for Himself, then
for His own, and also for the world, the object of
divine love: ‘‘That they may be made perfect in
one, and that the world may know that Thou hast
sent Me’’ (John 17. 23). This prayer of the Lord
for His saved ones finds an echo in the following
exhortation of the Apostle Paul: ‘‘Be blameless and
harmiess, the sons:of God without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among
whom ye shine as lights in the world’’ (Phil. 2. 15).

A Personal Revelation of the True Church.

Before laying down his pen the author of these
lines wishes to add his personal testimony. Brought
up from his earliest youth deeply to feel his lost con-
dition, early taught to have no confidence either in
acts of ritval, in pretended good works, or in the
piety of his parents, he found peace the day he simply
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rested upon Christ. He saw in the work accomplished
once for all on the Cross the expiation of his sins by
H1m who, now at the right hand of the Father, can

‘‘save to the uttermost all that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them .”’(Heb. 7. 25).

Thus enlightened and enfranchised for himself,
he had no thought of attaching great importance to
that ‘which is usually called the question of the
Church until; nevertheless, his attention-was drawn
to the fact that if Christ can suffice for His redeemed
as individuals He ought also to suffice for His re-
deemed ones as a whole. If each one of His members
depends for himself on the Head, could the Body,
looked at as a whole, know- any .other position, or
the members among themselves a relation of a
different nature to that which exists with the Head ?
‘‘for we are members of His Body’’ (Eph. 5. 30).

This discovery was to the author of these lines a
veritable revelation, which lit up his Christian path
and enabled him to find his way amidst the labyrinth
of contrary opinions which trouble the people of God,
leading them far from the paths of the Word and the
obedience of the Holy Spirit.

Let us-cultivate this holy ambition to realise in
the daily life the dependence of the member, directed
by the Head, and when together as a local expression
of the Church of God. As His people in the midst
of the world, let us see to it that we manifest this
lovely and precious unity of the Body, inspired by
one life alone, that of ' the Head, which should
characterise all its activity. In this way we should
respond to His thoughts of love while awaiting the
day when in the Glory the work shall be completed,
perfected, and wholly to the honour of our God, to
whom be praise,for ever and ever.



22 THE TRUE CHURCH. IH.

THE TRUE CHURCH.
““To What Church do You Belong?”

By J. S. ANDERSON, for thirty years a Herald of
the Cross in Italy.

To belopg to means to be of, and that divine Scripture
which says ‘‘ye belong to Christ’’ reads, literally,
““Ye are of Christ’’ (Mark 9. 41). Having passed
most of my life among people who are seeking peace
and rest in the ecclesiastical unity of Rome, I
naturally feel a deep interest in the question of the
Church, and it is with the sincere desire to help any
to find true spiritual peace and rest that I humbly
offer the following thoughts.

As the Apostle Paul contemplated the Divine
Unity of all true believers, he burst. into a sevenfold
exclamation:

“‘One Body, and one Spirit,
Iven as ye are called
In one hope of your calling; .
One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, = .
Who is above all, and through all,
and in you all’’ (Eph. 4. 4-6).

Every local Chiirch ought to be formed after this
divine pattern, and in our fellowship as God’s
saints we ought to aim at havmg and holding the
whole truth revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures;
but we must never forget that those who have less
light and knowledge if children of God, are of and
belong to the one Church. Many portlons of the
whole revealed truth were lost, ahd have been
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gradually recovered, but at ne time has any local
Church possessed the whole truth of God, and yet
His Church has existed in every age since the day
of Pentecost. The closing Apostolic Epistles show
that the earthly testimony of the Church—in the
churches—was fast becoming weak and unfaithful,
and the history of this failure is unfolded to us in
the letters to the seven churches in the Book of
Revelation (chaps. 2, 3).

Men have divided the world in many ways, geo-
graphically and nationally, but .the highest, the
divine division among men is that contained in
the Scripture: ‘‘Jews,..Greeks,..the Church. of
‘God”’ (1 Cor. 10. 32). . These three divisions are
absolutely distinct. The .Jew from the Greek
(Gentile), and the Church of God from both, for in
Christ ‘‘there is neither.Greek nor Jew, but He is
all and in all’’ (Col. 3. 11).

This is no dry, dogmatical study. The question of
the Church touches. our very hearts as we remember
that divinely tender Scripture: ‘‘Even as Christ
also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it’’
(Eph. 5. 25). So if we are His we belong to the
Church which He loved, His beloved Church. What
a blessed and comforting assurance this affords us at
the very outset. We are not the objects of a mere
human ecclesiastical union or communion, but of
the love of Christ, which led Him to give Himself
for His Church. -Yes, His Church, for He calls it
“My’’ Church (Matt. 16. 18), loved by Him, built
by Him upon this Rock, Himself, the Son of God.

For His Body’s Sake.

. But nearer and dearer still is the thought of the
Church as the Body of Christ. Paul suffered the
afflictions of Christ ‘‘for His Body’s sake, which is
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the-Church’’ (Col 1. 24). Surely this speaks to us
of a hvmg union with Christ, of a belonging to Him.

And it is in this aspect of the Church as the Body of
Christ that He is spoken of as the Head, its living
Head, its only Head, ‘‘the Head over all things to
the Church’’ (Eph. 1. 22), and to whom °‘the Church
is subject™ (Eph. 5. 24), who is before all things,
and by whom ‘‘all things consist. And He is the
Head of the Body, the Church’’ (Col. 1. 17).

Human ecclesiastical supremacy has so charac-
terised the history of the churches that we are
accustomed to associate mere official dignity and
direction with the head of the Church. But it is not
so with our Lord. As Head of the Church He

‘‘nourishes’’ it (Eph. 5. 29); and all His ministering
gifts are the fruit of His loving care for the members
of His Body, “‘for the perfecting ‘of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for.the edifying of the
Body of Christ’’ (4. 12), thus nourishing and
cherishing the Church.

Man is a religious being, but his religious instinct
has been so perverted by ‘the fall that his very re-
ligion may lead him to persecute the Church. ‘‘Con-
cerning zeal, persecuting the Church’’ (Phil. 3..6).
And twice writes the same Apostle: ‘‘I persecuted
the Church of God’’ (1 Cor. 15. 9; Gal. 1. 13), the
Body of Christ. And the persecutor heard the voice
of the Head: ‘‘Why persecutest thou Me?”’

The Wonder of Heaven.

What a Church to belong to! The wonder of
Heaven! ‘‘That now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places miglit be known, by the
Church, the manifold wisdom of God’’ (Eph. 3. 10);
and not only now, but through eternity God will be
glorified in the Church. ‘‘Unto Him be glory in
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the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages,
world without end’’ (Eph. 3. 21).

So in considering our suhj ect, the Church, we have
to return to Christ. It is His Church. He loved it,
and gave Himself for it. The Church is not the way
to God. Neither it nor anyone in it is the gate of
Heayen. ‘‘I am,’’ said Jesus; ‘‘the Way, and the
Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father
but by Me’’ (John 14. 6). The Church is composed
of all who have come to God by Him, and.to whom
He has revealed the Father. ‘‘I will declare Thy
Name unto My brethren; in the midst of the Church
will I sing praise unto Thee’’ (Heb. 2. 12).

Strange Views of the Church.

I remember what strange and erroneous views I
had of the Church in my boyhood, which I passed
religiously under several noted divines, and took
part with my.companions in the eccle51ast1cal dis-
cussions of the day. Some of us gloried in being
‘‘Free,”’ others ‘‘Established,’’ while others re-
joiced in being ‘‘Independent.’’ But before long,
through the grace of God, I discovered: that I was
not ‘truly free, spiritually established, or really
independent.. I' was fourteen years of age, and
the minister had a class for preparing the youth of
the congregation as- members of his Church. This
preparation, however, only convinced me more and
more that I was not a member of the Body of Christ,
the Church, that I did not belong to Him, and that
therefore it was worse than vain for me to join a
Church. How, then, did I become a member of
Christ and belong to His Church? It may help you
if I briefly tell you.

I had read in Mark 12. 30, :‘the first of all the
commandments:’’ ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord Thy

o
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God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.’’
Could I fulfil this? I thought I should do my best,
and my love to God became my one aim in life for
salvation. But my endeavour proved vain. I found
I did not, could not, love God with all my heart,
soul, mind, .and strength, and my misery increased
with the discovery. While in this hopeless con-
dition I heard from John 3. 16 the saving message of
God'’s love to me. ‘‘God so‘loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”” I believed it, and had the assurance of ever-
lasting life in ‘‘the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself for me’’ (Gal. 2. 20) Now I belonged
to Him. But I read in Ephesians 5. 25 that ‘‘Christ
also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it.”’
‘Thus the quest ion of the Church became clear to me.
I had not to join it nor do anythmg to belong to it.
As Christ’s I was now of it, in it. It has been a
joyful privilege to witness to those under the yoke
of Papal unity, or under the burden of any other
party Church fellowship, that it is the will of-God
that every local Church should be united in Christ

“‘with all that in every place call upon the Naime of
Jesus Christ’’ (1 Cor. 1. 2).
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THE TRUE CHURCH

Composed of *‘Living Stones.”
By Colonel W. BEERS, Canada.

‘“Upon this Rock I will bulld My

Church,”’ . Matt. 16. 18.
- “‘Christ is the Head of the Church ** .. Eph.5.23.
‘“Christ also loved the Church,’’ . Eph.5.25.
‘‘He 1is the Head of the Body, the

Church,”’ .. i . Col. 1.18.
‘“His Body’s sake, Wthh is the

Church,”’. .. o oia . Col. 1.24.

IN the foregomg Scriptures we have presented to
us what may be designated or described as the Body
or universal aspect of the Church. That there is the
local aspect Scrlpture also clearly defines, but it is
not our purpose in this paper to refer to that side of
the truth, further than to remark that in the New
Testament Scriptures we find the termm ‘‘Church,”’
“/Churches,’’ etc., used some .108 times, and in
about 96 places 1t has reference, we judge, to the
Church or Assembly in any-.given place gathered
around the Lord Jesus as a witness to His Name and
Word. This fact is not generally known, and through
ignorance of it much confusion has arisen, confounding
things that differ, with the sad result that divisions
amongst ,God’s people have been caused and
dishonour brought to the Name.

In Matthew 16. 18 we have the Lord Jesus Christ
speaking prophetically of something which He
Himself was about to do, and of something which
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was not then in existence, ‘‘His Church,’’ which He
was going to build. Thus at the commencement of
our subject we are met with this fact, that except
in the mind and purpose of God the Church had no
existence previous to this statement of our Lord.

"In the Epistle to the Ephesians and in that to the
Colossians, also in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12,
we have more reference than anywhere else to the
Church which is ‘‘His Body,’’ of which He (Christ)
is the Head. It was this Church He loved, and it
was for this Church He gave Himsélf upon the Cross
of Calvary—a Church which includes every child of
God, every regenerate person of this present dis-
pensation on earth and in Heaven. . No matter what
religious name he may have been called of men, or
have called himself, he is a member of the Body
of Christ. The moment he received Christ he was
incorporated into that Body, and became one of His
members and a member of every other Christian
already. in the Body. ‘‘So we, .being many, are
one body in Christ, and every one members one of
another’’ (Rom. 12. 5).

The Truth of the One Body.

“‘For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being many,
are one body ; so also is Christ’’ (1 Cor. 12. 12).

‘‘Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in
particular’’ (1 Cor. 12. 27).

“‘For by one Spirit are we all baptised into ONE
Bopy, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit’’ (1 Cor. 12. 13).

‘“*And that He might reconcile both unto God in
ONE Bopy by the Cross, having slain the enmity
thereby’’ (Eph. 2. 16).
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““There is ONE Bopy, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called in one hope of your calling’’ (Eph. 4. 4).

‘And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
the which. also ye are called in ONE Bopy; and be
ye thankful’’ (Col. 3. 15).

Let us remember that there is but ‘‘ONE Bobpvy,’’
and its membership is the only one that God
recognises. This is a truth that the Holy
Spirit through the Apostle Paul uses to emphasise
the awful sin of carnality which manifested itself
in -sectarianism at Corinth.

““Now I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind, and in the same judgment. For it hath been
declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them
which are of the house of Chloe, that there are con-
tentions among you. Now this I say, that every one
of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I
of Cephas; and T of Christ. Is Christ divided? was
Paul crucified for you? or were you baptised in the
name of Paul?’’ (1 Cor. 1. 10-13).

“‘For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among
you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not
carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, I am
of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not
carnal?’’-(1 Cor. 3. 3, 4). Hence, for a'Christian to
unite himself to any mere human religious ‘‘body,’’
of which ‘there are so many in Christendom, would
be spiritual anarchy on his part.

Members in the Body.

‘‘God hath set the members every one of them in
the Body, as it hath pleased Him’’ (1 Cor. 12. 18).
Hence no man can join himself to this Body, the
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Church, ‘nor can any one else place him ‘in it by any
act of any kind. Therefore, how great is the sin of
all those who teach that in the christening of infants
the little child is made ‘‘a member of Christ, a child
of God, and an’inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.’’
Again, once in the Body, in the Body for ever!
For as no human hand can place any believer iz
the Body, so no hand, human or satanic, can take a
believer oui¢. of the Body. Neither can he by any
act of his own separate himself from that wondrous
and divine creation. _ : -
- The Head (Christ) and the members constitute
this Body, ‘‘the Christ’’ (1 Cor. 12. 12, lit. trans.).
Head and members are joined together in One Body,
in eternal and indissoluble union. Because Christ’s
death was our death, and His burial our burial,
therefore His resurrection "is our resurrection, and
His glory shall be our glory (Col. 2. 11-20; 3. 1-4).
In our baptism into Christ’s death (Rom. 6. 3) this
wondrous identification with Christ is beautifully
and graphically set forth, for ‘‘as He is, so are we
in this world’’ (1 John 4. 17). As He has passed
through death and judgment, so have all His people.
On the day of Pentecost,- fifty -days after the
resurrection of our Lord and ten days after His
ascension, God the Holy Ghost descended, in sound
as wind, and in appearance like as tongues of fire
(Acts 2. 1-4). All those assembled together,. about
120 in number, composed of men and women, as
mentioned in chapter 1, were .all filled with.the
Holy Ghost, and were all baptised by the Son ‘of
God (Matt. 3. 11; John 1. 33) ‘‘s» one Spirit into
One Body’’ (1'Cor. 12. 13). Thus did

The Birth of the Church

take .place, and .since that marvellous and unique
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occurrence each person on believing is personally
baptised in one Spirit into ONE BopyY, and is sealed
(Eph. 1. 13)-and indwelt by the same blessed Spirit.
No unconverted person is or can be baptised into
this One Body, nor can such by any p0551b111ty be-
come a member of this‘One Body which is composed
solely of those who have been ‘‘born again,’’ who
have received the Spirit-birth. All men need this
new birth (John 3. 3-5), which is brought about by
the Spirit through the Word of God. It is ‘‘not of
blood,’’ %.e., not of natural birth, that is, not.the
result of natural relationship to parents, although
they might both be Christians; ‘‘not of the will
of the flesh,’”’ no man can regénerate himself ;
“‘nor of “the will of man,’’ no person can regenerate
.another; no bishop, priest, or minister can by any
act of his, by the ‘‘laying on of hands,’’ or by
baptism, incorporate any one into the Church;
““visible ‘or invisible,”’ ‘‘but of God,”’ for the
work of regeneration is the work. of God. alone.
‘““‘Salvation. is of the Lord,”’
it is vast, it is full, it is free. It is eternal as to its
duration, it is comprehensive in its effects, for it
saves from the guilt and penalty of sin, which is
death. It saves to-day through a living Christ
at God’s right hand, who is able to save to the
end of time from the power of sin, and by and by
the .believer will be delivered from the presence
of sin by the coming Saviour, who will ‘‘appear
the second time without .sin unto salvation’’
(Heb. 9. 28). Thus our great Salvation covers
the "past, the present, the futnre, and the
righteousness of God is in the Gospel presented
““‘unto all and upon all that believe.’’ ‘‘Now is
the accepted’ time, now is thé Day.of Salvation.’’
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

The Congregation of True Believers in
the Lord Jesus.

By J. R. CALDWELL, Scotland.

IN ordinary usage a church is a building of stone and
lime set apart for religious purposes. The term is
also used of a national religious-community, as the
“‘Church of England, of Ireland, or-of Scotland.’’
Again, it is applied to a denomination, as ‘‘The
United Free Church,’’ ‘“The Established Church,’’
““The Episcopal Church,’’ ‘‘The Baptist Church,’’
etc., each being distinct from all the others. But
in none of these senses is it used in Scripture. The
Greek word is Ecclesia, t.e., ‘‘the called out.’’ It is
used in Acts 7. 38 of the congregation of Israel
which was ‘‘called out’’ of Egypt, and, again, in
Acts 19. 22, of the excited mob at Ephesus, but these
two instances of the use of the word 'Ecclesia are
‘quite exceptional. In all other places it denotes the
congregation of true believers in the Lord Jesus.

The Church a Building.

It is first used in Matthew 16. 18 by the Lord
Himself, ‘‘My Church.’’ There we learn it was yet,
in the future, to be built. It is a building, but not
of brick and mortar. It is composed of. ‘‘living
stones,’’ and these are built up ‘‘a spiritual house.’’
All who have believed on the Son of God are living,
they have ‘‘‘lifé eternal,’’ all others are ‘‘dead in
trespasses and sins.’? As John writes: ‘‘We are of
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God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness’’ (or
in the Wicked One, R.V.).

Those who are indeed believers, who through faith
in Christ Jesus have passed ‘‘from death unto life’’
(John 5. 24), who have peace with God and rejoice
in hope of His glory (Rom. 5. 1, 2), are not merely
isolated living stones, they are ‘‘builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”’ They
are ‘‘built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief
Corner Stone’’ (Eph. 2. 20-22). Not one who is
spiritually dead has any place or part in that building
of God. He may belong to the membership of a
National Church, or he may be a member of an
orthodox denomination, yet if he has not been
“‘born again,’’ if he has not been converted, turned
from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to
God, then he is not one of the living stones chosen
for a place in the Church which Christ is building.

The Church a Body.

But there is another figure used which brings
together into yet closer association all who belong
to Christ. They have been by the Holy Spirit
baptised .in One Body, the Body of which Christ
Himself is the Head, and of which all saints are
individually members. These compose ‘‘the Church
which is His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all’’ (Eph. 1. 22,23, and 1 Cor. 12. 13, R.V.).
The absolute oneness, interdependence, and sym-
pathy of the members -of the human body fitly
represent the divine ideal of the Church of God.
This is elaborately set forth in 1 Corinthians 12.

The Church a Unity.

At the beginning in Pentecostal days the unity
was perfect. ‘‘All that believed were together, and
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had all things common.’’ ‘‘The multitude of them
that believed were of one heart and one soul.’’
They were filled with the Holy Spirit, and therefore
in them Christ was glorified, and love was perfected.
Attracted together.by the instincts of a divine life,
a corresponding principle of repulsion separated
them from the world. and the world from them.
“‘Of the rest durst no man join himself unto them’’
(Acts 5. 13). These two principles are clear in
the prayer of the Lord Jesus in John 17. Five times
He prays ‘‘that they all may be one.’’ Satan has
ever opposed thie manifestation of this unity, and
split up into contending sects ‘the Church which
ought in the sight of man to be manifestly one, yet
as a matter of fact in the anointing of the Holy
Spirit all believers are one, and members of His
Body, and members one of another.

The Church—A Separate Company.

But that wondrous intercessory prayer makes no
less clear the separation of the Church from the world.
““They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world.’’ In the world they indeed are, but not of it,
and the child of God who is in fellowship with
Christ, while he loves all saints, will be separé.te
from the world—a spiritual Nazarite following in the
footsteps of His world-rejected Master.

The Church—How Entered.

Membership of a so-called Church is usually re-
garded as a voluntary act entered upon in connection
with some religious ordinance, such as baptism or
confirmation, when the child attains .an age that
warrants such a step. In the Church of England
Prayer Book-it is plainly taught that in baptism the
child is made ‘‘a member of Christ, a child of God,
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and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.”’
Nothing further of the nature ‘of .regeneration or
conversion is required in order to membership of
that Church. The rite of coenfirmation only is
necessary wherein the child baptised in infancy
relieves the sponsors of their vows and assumes the
responsibility for himself. For all this there is not
a scrap of warrant in Scripture. But these are what
the Church of England is composed of. Among
Presbyterians it is equally emphatically taught that
the child of Christian parents (z.e., of members of
some denominational Church) is by virtue of its
parentage alone a child of God. “He is a member
of the Kingdom, he is that from his birth.’’ ‘‘In
baptism the Church receives him into its fellowship
because his parents are believers.” One would
hardly have expected to find such fundamentally
erroneous teaching emanating from a Presbyterlan
minister. Yet it is even so, and the words used
above are quotations from a popular work on ““The
Child in the Church.”’

How such as hold this can dispose of such passages
as ‘‘by nature the children of wrath’’ (Eph. 2. 3) ;
““The mind,of the flesh is enmity against God : for it
is not sub]ect to the law of God, neither indeed can
be’’ (Rom. 8. 7); ‘‘Except a man be born again he
cannot see the Kingdom of God’’ (John 3. 7);
“‘Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me’’ (Psa. §1. 5), is more than we
can comprehend. It is clearly an attempt to'bring
the flesh into the Kingdom of God, and the folly and
sin of it will in due time be manifested.

A Personal Testimony.

The writer was a member of a Congregational
Church long before he knew what it was to have
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passed from death unto .life or to- have peace with
God. But as soon as, by the infinite grace of God,
the glorious light and love of the Gospel entered his
heart, he found himself in a new atmosphere. He
found there were those with whom he had true fellow-
ship, to whom the Word of the Lord was precious,
and the Name of Jesus sweet. But a large pro-
portion of the members of the congregation with
whom he was associated he found were ignorant of
any such experience,. nor could they understand or
sympathise with the new found life and love. What-
ever their position as members of a denomination,
they had not become members of ‘that Church which
is His Body.

The Outward and the Real.

Alas, how many are there in every denomination,
members of an outward organisation, and satisfied
to go on as professed Christians, observing outward
ordinances, attending upon what are called ‘‘the.
means of grace,’’ but all the time ignorant of the
life and love, the peace and joy that are known to
the. humblest, weakest, poorest believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

“‘Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself
for it; that He_might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washmg of ‘water by the word; that He might
present it to Himself a glorious.Church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be Holy and without blemish’’ (Eph.5.25-27).
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

““In the World, but Not of It.”
By S. DELATTRE, France.

I wAs born at Walincourt, in the North of France,
on the 4th February, 1856, within the pale of the
National Protestant Church.,

From my earliest childhood the Word of God was
the food of my soul. T often shut myself up alone for
hours to study the Word and pray. The Acts of the
Apostles was my favourite book. Before the age of
eight I had read the history of the American Revival
of 1857, and also the work of Professor Gausen, of
Geneva, on the book of the prophet Daniel.

While still young T began to feel my sinfulness,
and I remember writing to my. parents that I felt
guilty before’ God and them, like the prodigal of the
parable. Weighed down by the thought of my guilt,
for I began to see sin as it -really-is in my corrupt
heart, I believed that all the whole world might be
saved by virtue of the finished work of Jesus Christ
except myself.

My First Communion.

When I was fifteen I.refused to take my first com-
munion. Such a thing had never been heard of, and
it caused a great scandal. My mother wept much.
At seventeen I took it with regret, to please my
parents; but it made me so unhappy that I told them
afterwards that I had taken the communion for the
last time. I said to them:.‘‘This is no Church
according to the Word of God. In the Acts of the
Apostles I see that the entry into the Church was
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after conversion without regard of age, that such a
thing as receiving all young persons at the age of
fifteen had no warrant in the Scriptures.’’ I was not
yet aware that there existed Assemblies composed
entirely of believers. I only knew of popular
“‘Churches’’ which received all Protestants within
their. pale. The entry into these. was by natural
birth, ‘not by the New Birth.

There was in my heart a feeling of suffering at the
thought of my life proving useless. I worked with a
certain zeal for the salvation ‘of others, but thought
I was too guilty to be forgiven myself. This time of
darkness and intense suffering lasted for two years.
At nineteen years of age I took my certificate as a
schoolmaster, and I was placed at the head of a free
school in the North of France. My pastor thought
me too zealous. He was a religious, sincere man, but
full of prejudice against me. He could not bear to
hear ‘‘conversion’’ spoken of.: One‘day in a‘jest he
advised me to subscribe to a Methodist newspaper,
The Evangelist. He said to me: ‘‘These people have
the same ideas as you, and are as zealous as you are.’’
I followed his advice, and thus'I gained acquaintance
with the Methodist denomination, and gained some
knowledge of the great revival of the eighteenth
century in England. Somé months later the Metho-
dists in Paris requlred a manager for one of their
schools. I applied and was nominated. “The Metho-
dist Assemblies were a precious home for me. I owe
them a debt of gratitude. Nevertheless, I did not
feel at liberty. to follow their teaching, because of
infant baptism, to which I had always been opposed.

A short time after my arrival in Paris occurred the
experience of soul darkness and suffering to -which
I have already referred, and during that time I left
Paris and went to study theology at the free school of
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Geneva. There I found peace, when the Holy Spirit
showed me that my sins were.laid upon Jesus Christ
crucified. I remained four years at Geneva, a time
of which I retain a happy remembrance. .The pro-
fessors were Christians full of life: During these.
years I did much Gospel preaching.

'In 1882, when I was twenty-six years of age, I
became pastor of a Free Church at Marsillargue, in
the South of France. There I found my field of
activity too limited. Notwithstanding the deep and
sincere affection which the brethren and sisters
showed towards me, I felt I ought to leave them and
go to preach the Gospel in the department of lower
Charente. I had left a wealthy congregation to go
and live in a very.poor country. It was an act of
faith. We found ourselves, my wife and I, from a
material point of view, in different circumstances,
but we were happy. I had a vast field for evangelisa-
tion in the midst of a Roman Catholic country ;
souls were. converted, spiritual gifts developed in
the several Assembhes which were scattered over a
radius of twenty-six kilometres. I was altogether
in my element. In fact, little by little, my con-
victions with regard to the formation of Assemblies
were enlightened and strengthened. |

The last twenty-five years of my life have been
spent in the centre of France,in Auvergne, and the
department of the Loire.

I have been working among Roman Catholic popula-
tions who had never before listened to the preaching
of the Gospel. In the midst of many persecutions,
during which my life has often been in danger,
I have had the joy of seeing souls passing from
darkness to light in a ‘considerable number of places.
- To-day, more firmly attached than ever to Jesus
Christ; my Saviour, I have left the Free Church of
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Roanne since last January, 1n order to begin a work
of simple evangelisation in complete independence,
as far as men are concerned, but in dependence on
my Heavenly Father, my mind made up to found
Assemblies only according to the apostolic model.
As regards the Church, I did not see the truth of
the Church all at once. It was by prayer and the
study of the Word that the light grew in my soul, and
that I gradually abandoned all human tradition to
listen only to the teachings of the Word of God.

The Plan of the Church.

I may be permitted to expound them here.

When an architect desires to build a house he
begins by drawing the plan and by calculating the
cost. When God willed to construct His House,
which is the Church, He also calculated the cost,
and He paid the price by giving His only and well
beloved Son. He gave Him to be the foundation on
which the other stones should be placed. For nine-
teen. centuries He has continued to build His House
with ‘‘living stones’’ (1 Peter 2. 4-9). It.is the Holy
Spirit who creates these ‘‘living stones’’ and joins
them together. Some of them, like Saul of Tarsus
and the jailer of Philippi, are detached with violence
from the quarry of the world ; others, like Cornelius,
the Ethiopian Eunuch, and Lydia, are gently
gathered by the roadside. But whatever means may
be used by which they are brought into the House of
God,-they are-all ‘‘living stones,’’ for dead stones,
as the unconverted are, cannot form part of it. The
Lord adds to the Church only those who are SAVED.
It is for this reason that believers are called sairts.
They have received the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
Holiness and Love.

As the Church is the ‘‘House of God, the pillar
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and ground of the truth’’ (1 Tim. 3. 15), all error
must be bapished, apd, the truth alqne must he
taught and embodied in it.

The Churc,h has sometxm&s been, compared to a
hospital, not a ﬂattermg comparison, hut even were
it carrect a corpse is never received as a patlent
into a hosp1tal neither onght a person who is dead
in sins be received inta Christian fellowship. What
saith the Scrlptures ? ‘‘Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers, for what fellowshlp hath
r1ghteousn&ss with unrighteousness, and what com-
munion hath light with darkness?’’ (2 Cor. 6. 14).

Catholic and Protestant Churches.

It is for this reason that we cannot regard as the
House of God the popular Catholic and Protestant
Churches, whose members are received without real
repentance and faith. By teaching officially error.
they bring forth and maintain the worst delusions.
Instead of being the ““light of the world’’ and the
“‘salt of the earth’’ they serve as dark shelters from
the truth and from the requlrements of Jesas Christ.

Since the Church is the ‘‘House of God’’ we
ought to have at heart the honour of that House by
living in holiness. ‘‘We exhort you, brethren, warn
them that are unruly*! (1'Thess. 5. 14). ‘‘Put away
from among yourselves that wicked person'’ (1 Cor.
5. 13). Every society'which desires to live should
have a banner, OQurs is: “‘Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.’’ No one can shelter himself under this
banner so long as he rests on the quicksand of man'’s
opinions instead of the firm rock of the Word of God,

Family Joys and Sorrows.

As the Church is the House of God she has family"

joys and sorrows in which all the members should

share. There are'in her midst family relationships,-
D
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and we ought not to remain strangers to each other, as
we are members one of another. There are family
meetings, and one table for the family when they meet
for worship in the liberty of the Spirit at the Lord’s
Supper. And, finally, there are the duties of the
family towards strangers. ‘‘Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to' every creature’’ (Mark
16. 15).° ‘‘And ye shall be witnesses unto Me, both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth’’ (Acts 1. 8).
" Before going further, it may be said that the
word Church simply means an Assembly, and is
sometimes “applied to any assemblage of people.
In Acts 19. 39-41 the word is used to denote a
council of magistrates and a tumultous concourse
of people, but this is an exceptional use.

If for the last nineteen.centuries believers had re-
mained faithful to the teaching of the Word of God,
and to the Spirit of Jesus Christ, by remaining united
amongst ‘themselves and separate from the world,
what a power they would have exercised here below,
and 'how their lives would have proclaimed the
praises of Him ‘‘who hath called us out of darkness
into His marvellous light’’ (1 Peter 2. 9). If one
holy life is the most powerful preachmg, what a
power the testimony of Assemblies would be if
members were only of one heart and one soul !

The Head of the Church.

In Apostolic times, while there was only one
Church, of which Christ is the Head, there were also
local Assemblies, wh1ch comprised the believers in
the district, all such Assemblies were closely united
to one another, and considered themselves as members
of One Body having One Head, Jesus Christ. Had
they not the same Father, the same Saviour, the
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same glorious heritage, the same Spirit? They shared
the joys, the sorrows, and the needs of each other.
The brethren at’ Jerusalem, for example, glorified
God in that He had granted salvation to the Gentiles,
and ‘‘sent Barnabas to Antioch to strengthen the
disciples’’ (Acts 11. 18-24). Those at Phenice and
Samaria did the same (Acts 15. 3). The Assembly
at Jerusalem bethought themselves of the difficulties
which beset their Gentile brethren in Antioch, Syria,
and Cilicia, and sent them delegates bearing in-
structions as to their walk (Acts 15. 22-29). TFinally
the brethren in Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia
sent material help to the poor brethren in Jerusalem
who had ministered to them of their spiritual
blessings (Rom. 15. 25-28; Acts 11. 29, 30; 2 Cor.
8. 9). The union of the Body of Christ was then a
holy reality, but each local Church had its own
character, and enjoyed a certain independence. The
independence and responsibility of each of the
Churches appear from the fact that one, that -at
Smyrna, deserved praise, and another, that at
Laodicea blame, that at Ephesus was in danger of
losing its candlestick, and did lose it later on, while
God allowed other lights to continue to shine. The
praises and warnings of the Lord on-this matter are
a formal recognltlon of the autonomy and relative
responsibility of each local Assembly If the Church
of Corinth allowed the old leaven in its midst, and was
corrupted by it, it was no reason why that at Philippi
should’ do the same, or bear the direct responsibility
of the other’s failure. Each Assembly had accord-
ingly a certain autonomy resulting from its privileges
and duties. This mdependence was, however, only
relative and partial, since each group forms part of
the body. Besides, good and especially evil are
¢ontagious, and are easily communicated by one
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Assembly to another, especially when near each
other. Moreover, the Assemblies should take a
mutpal interest. in each other, have frequent inter-
course, share in their sp1r1tua1 gifts, especially
between neighbours, admonish, exhort, love one
another. They should remember that they form
One Body in Christ, and that behevers are ‘‘mem-
bers one of another” (Rom. 12. 4, 9). Thus the early
Christians did by giving one another mutua.l help
(LCor.1.4; 1Cor.16.19; Phil. 4. 21-23). The Lord
Himself prov_1ded for these fraternal relations be-
tween the Assemblies by giving itinerant evangelists
like Paul, Barnabas, Peter, Titus, Timothy, etc.,
who visited them, strengthened them, and brought
them news one of another. . The unity of believers
was maintained, the gifts made use of for the edifica-
tion of all, and the unity of the body was thereby
manifested. Local Assemblies.

The Christians in Apostolic times met together
regularly in their respective locahtles for a religious
purpose. What took place at these meetings? The
Word of God tells us (1 Cor. 14. 26-33; Col. 3. 16;
Eph. 4. 7-16; 5. 19-21; Rom. 2. 68 1 The5°
5.12, 13; 1 Tim. 2. 5-17; James 2. 1-9).

Fyll liberty prevailed. in these meetings. The
Lord’s Supper, worship, teaching, singing, and
prayer were their principal features. These are
called worship meetings, though it seems to me
the Word of God does not limit them to worship.
Any brother could pray, give out a hymn, exhort,
instruct, or preach, according to his gift and
according to the leading of -the Spirit. The work
of the elders consisted not so much in taking a
prominent place in the Assembly as in guldmg and
watching over the flock (Acts 20. 28 1 Petér 5..1,2).
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Theré was, bésides, as the basis of thesé asdernb-
lage§ afl imipéitdht fact too much forgotten to-day,
, the preserice and operatlon of the Holy Spirit in
the Assembly, dividing ‘‘to every man severally as
He will’’ (1 Cor. 12. 11). .Thus, where the libetty
of the Spirit is acknowledged and the liberty of
worship maintainned ih the Assemblies, there i
edificatioi.

'This procedure has its inconveniences. We see
them manifested in the time of the Apostle Paul
(Titus 1. 10; 1 Cor. 11. 21, 22), but it is the Scrip-
tural procedure. It is admirable simplicity, divested
of all otitward show, all ceremonial worship, and
ought to close the door against all clericalism.

. If the Holy Splrlt gets His -place in the Assembly
to move some to speak, and others to be silent, i§
not a prepared subject, in view of the character of
the meeting, contrary to the Word of God? It may
not bé always so. Beside the spontaneous addresses
there may be addresses which, are the fruit of long
meditation and of much prayer. * It is needful to
search the Sctipturés, and it is needful thit the heart
of the predcher should be revived by the truth, to

enable him then to revive the hearts of the hearers
““Give " attetidance to reading, to exhortation,’
wrote Paul to Timothy (1 Tim. 4. 13-16; Titus
2.7, 8; 2 Tim. 2. 15). We even think it is good
to seek to put our thoughts ‘‘in order’’ (Luke 1. 3)
and to give clear explessmn to them, but always
in dependence on the Holy Spirit to know His
will at the meetmg Let us not forget, however,
that everything in meetings of Christians-should
tend to worship and edification. A well-known
Christian once said with much reason: ‘‘It is
important to introduce something of Heaven into
religion here below.’’ Now that which rules in
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Heaven is adoration and praise; it is glory, honour,
pralse and thanksglvmg rendered to Him who loved
s, and who i is seated on the throne, and who lives for
ever and ever. ‘‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power and riches’’ (Rev. 5.9, 10, 12).

Nothing, we repeat, contributes more to the
intellectual and spiritual development of believers
than open meetings for worship and ministry in
dependence on the Holy Spirit.

Ministry.

A most important part of ministry is that of
the evangelist. If the mission of the pastor is to
take care of believers, that of the evangelist “is to
concern himself about the careless, indifferent, and
unbelieving. He is a gift of God to the world, as
the: pastor. is a gift of God to the Church The
mission of the evangehst is to work for the salvation
of sinners. He is a man who preaches the Gospel
to all, everywhere and mcessantly, notwithstanding
all obstacles dangers, and prisons. It needs for
this work indomitable energy, very great decision,
absolute self-denial. What would become of this

- ministry in" the hands of a man only half devoted
to it, with a heart diverted by other ties? No one
needs to be filled with the Holy Spirit more than the
evangelist. 'He should possess the power of love and
holiness, virtue should be manifested in his life and
in all his conversation. He needs tact, wisdom,
knowledge, and breadth of mind. He needs also to
know the human heatt generally, and the habits of
mind and the way of thought of those . whom he
evangelises. There is no more glorious ministry.
Neither does any ministry require a more serious
preparation.

With regard to elders, according to the Epistle
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of Paul to Timothy and Titus, they should be
‘‘apt to teach,’’ they should ‘‘take heed to all the
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made them
overseers, to feed the Church of God’’ (Acts 20;
1 Peter 5). The Apostles attached great importance to

The Recognition of Elders.

They desired that each Assembly should have
them. There were some at Jerusalem, Ephesus,
and Philippi (Acts 11. 30; 20. 17; Phil. 1. 1).
Paul and Barnabas’ appomted them in the various
Assemblies in Asia Minor (Acts 14. 23).. Titus was
left in Crete to appoint them in every town (Titus 1)

If God gives evangelists to the world and elders
to the Church, let us not forget that all believers
should evangelise, because every believer is a wit-
ness. The brethren at Jerusalem, when dispersed
by persecution, preached the Gospel from town to
town, and God blessed their testimony. All Chris-
tians should spread the Gospel, and all may exhort,
teach, and baptise new converts.

Paul wrote to the Thessalonian converts that they
had ‘“‘turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for His Son from Heaven:..”’
One cannot-seriously await the return of the Lord in
laziness, that is;to say, selfishness. If we are filled
with the Spirit of Christ, if we feel His compassion
for the lost world, we shall also have something of
His consuming zeal and spirit of prayer. United to
Jesus Christ a virtue goes from us, rivers .of living
water flow from our innermost being. We can
remove mountains, and we hasten -the return of
Him whom the world has seen in humiliation, and
whom it must see one day in glory.
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THE TRUE CHURCH.
A Witness for Christ.

By Dr. WALTER FISHER, Central Africa.

ON thé day of our Lord’s Crucifixion, when the
priests moved the multitudes to cry ‘‘Away with
Him!’’ theére was a little company who gathered
within sight of the Cross, sileritly weeping because
they thought they were losing for good the One on
whorn they kiew all their hopes depended.

. Forty-thtee days later that same company were to
be found upon the Mount of Olives, no longer with
weeping eyes and sad hearts gazing upon a suffering
Saviour, but with hearts overflowing with joy;
enraptured with their risen and- glorified Lord,
and -thrilled by His parting Words: ‘“Ye shall be
witnesses unto Me, both in Jerusalem and in_all
Judaea and in Samana, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.”’

Ten days latei that same devoted band of men and
women, after obediently waiting in prayer upon
God for the promised baptism of the Holy Spirit,
were tellihg out their joys to the wonder and amaze-
ment of all their audience, some of whom were heanng
for the first time in Jerusalem their native tongues
spoken by strangers. What was the result? About
three thousard were added to that ¢ompany, the
nucleus of what would henceforth be called THE
CHURCH. Different Nationalities.

What was the mighty power that attracted those
thousands? What was it that brought together
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individual Jews from* differenit lands, speaking at
least eighteen different dialects, and made them
all-one i leart and purpose? Never béfore since
Adam’s fall had the world 'witnessed siich a sight.
Never before had sinful inen of any nation experienced
such heights of joy on earth. Never before had there
been an exhibition of siuch benevolent power.

It was nothing more nor less than the inighty power
of God. God who so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son to suffer on the Cross the death-
penalty due to $in, had now raised Him up from
among th¢ dead, seated Him at His own right
hand in glory, and had sent down the Holy Spirit
to dwell within these eye witnesses of His moral
glory, and fill them with power to witness con-
cerning the Lord Jesus, and the wondrous work
He had accomplished on the Cross.

The Day of Pentecost.

We are told in Acts 2. 2: ‘“There came a sound
from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,’’ revealing
the irresistible power of God to be manifested so
soon after 'in the conversion of those three thousand
souls. They 'had come to Jerusalem well versed in
Old Testament Scriptures, in obedience to the law
of God, knowing they were sinners, knowmg that
without shedding of blood there was no remlssmn
of sins, and men witli the national hope, lookmg
for the promised Messiah who was to reign in
righteousness. The simple testimony of these
illiterate eye witnesses,. backed up by the mighty
power of the Spirit of God, revealed to them the
Lord Jesus as the Lamb of God, the great Sacrifice
to whom all their sacrlﬁces had been pointing,

* They were doubtless Jews and Jewish proselytes else they would not
have been to the feast of Pentécost, but they all spoké the language of their
adopted land iz addition to Aramaic.
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which alone could take away thelr sin, and also
as their Christ and Lord.

John’s Gospel, chapter 1. 12, -and: chapter 3. 3,
reveal to us the fact that a mighty transformation
had taken place.. These multitudes had been born
anew, they were now children of God, a4 new creation
in Christ Jesus. With the eye of faith they now saw
the Lord Jesus as their risen, glorified Saviour, with
whom they were henceforth linked for all eternity
by ties which could never be broken, either by death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature.

+ In Acts 2. 47 we also find that the Lord added
daily such as should be saved. That daily addition
has been going on for nearly two thousand years, and
in these last days people of almost every tongue and
nation are being gathered,in, wherever God’s wit-
nesses are to be found falthfully testifying of their
risen Lord, and of His z\ltoning sacrifice on the Cross.

The Church—His Body.

In Ephesians we learn that the .Church is His
Body and He is its Head. This.truth, also referred
to in 1 Corinthians 12 and Colossians 2, reveals to
us the fact that every believer on earth is a member of
His Body. No two members are alike, each has his
own personality, his own special service, and each
is dependent for the success of his mission on his
living Head, and on the co- operation of other mem-
bers of the same Body

Where is the True Church ?

In those early days it was comparatively easy to
recognise the members of that wonderful Body, the
Church. But the question ,is: Where is the True
Church to-day, and who beiong to it? Just as in
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Israel’s declension unbelief demanded an earthly
ruler, some one they could see, and who would
go before them and fight their battles, so in the
history of the ‘‘Church.’”’ Very soon unbelief
entered, and it was not long before the Headship
of Christ was usurped by bishops, popes, and
other ecclesiastical authorities, resulting, alas, in
sects, schisms, and divisions innumerable.

But in spite of all this confusiori, which humbles
us to the dust, there is still a True Church, a faithful
remnant who still hold fast the Head, and the
members of which, although scattered all over the
world, are still one in faith, in hope, and in love.
They may in some cases-be so mixed up with the
doctrines and traditions of men that it is difficult for
other members, blinded perhaps by superstitions of
other kinds, to recognise them.

Primitive Races and the Church.

In the case of those believers gathered out from
the primitive races, there may be many so weak
intellectually that they can grasp but little of the
glories of their peerless Head; but He sees them,
He_knows them, He recognises them, and there is
one distinguishing feature in them all, they by
faith see Him who is invisible. He is their Lord
as well as their Saviour, His will is their will,
His interests are their interests, His work is their
work, and the blessed hope of His coming again
ever sustains them during the little while of His

absence. Failure in the Church.

If any of the members of a human body, fail to
respond to the impulses from its brain, or fail to
work in harmony with other members of that body,
we know at once that something is wrong.
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It T who call myself a Churchman, Presbyterian,
Baptist, or simply Christian, do not manifest the
16ve of Christ to every one who belongs to Christ, and
have no desire to win for Christ souls perishirig all
dround me, something is wrong with me. Eithet I
lidve never been united by faith to the blessed Lord
Jesus, and am still a mere nomtiinal Christian and stil)
in my sins, or else my faith ih Hiin is of so feeble 3
character that He can do no mighty things in and
through me because of my unbelief.

Personal Responsibility of each Member.

Do I belong to Christ? If so, He has one greai
object in leaving me on this'earth, and that is to be
a witness unto Him. He wants to have entire control
of me, use me in whatever way he desires, take my
talents, my possessions, my all, and use them in
His blessed service. Are we willing? If so our
willingness will make it possible for Him to manifest
His power in the world to-day, producing far greater
résults than ever yet have been seen.

‘« Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering-far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, .
Demands my soul, my life, my all.’’
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

How to Enter It.
By Monsieur GEORGES GAUDIBERT, Belgium.

THERE are in many minds hazy notions as to what is
the Church. Anyone wishing to know exactly what
is implied in that word, and how one may become a
member of the Church, must necessarily turn to the
Scriptures, which alone contain the full revelation
of God on this important matter. ;

Many writers have expressed their thoughts on the
question, but they vary much in their definitions,
the more so the further they get away from the
Scriptures. It is no wonder that their views should
clash with other views when we consider that man
could never of himself have conceived the thought
of the Church as God has revealed it, or as the
Apostle says, ‘‘The mystery which was kept secret
since the world began, but now is made manifest
and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to
all nations for the cbedience of faith’’ (Rom. 186.
25, 26). No religious creed nor ecclesiastical com-
bination could give birth to a Church whiclh is called
to be the Body of Christ, - ‘the fulngss of Him that
filleth all in all”’ (Eph. 1. 23), No such thing as the
Church exists outside the sphere of Revelation in the
various religions of heathendom.

Hence, light on that question can only come from
the Scriptures, and as these are complete, the whole
of God’s teaching on that matter has been given
through the instrumentality of the-Apostles, more
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especially of Paul. To seek light outside the Scrip-
tures, or to introduce.what is not found there, is to
tamper with what God has taught, and must be
fraught with serious consequences.

The Original Charter of the Church.

Who can doubt that we are réaping these ‘con-

sequences when we are confronted by such utter
confusion as would lead one to doubt whether God
has spoken at all on this question. Evidently the
numerous divisions among those who claim Christ
as the Head of the Church show that the'original
charter .has been lost sight of, for instead of the
divine unity among believers prayed for by the
Lord (John 17. 11, 21) we behold the sad spectacle
of divided communities, large and small, and of
conflicting opinions.
A puzzled believer_ of an inquiring turn of mind
may well seek for the explanatloq of such a state of
things, seeing' that we have in our possession the
very letters of the Apostle Paul, in which the whole
teaching on the Church is to be found: The reason
for the present confusion is not far to seek. The
orlgmal directions have not been followed, they
have, in process of time, been gradually modified
or set aside. Hence the state of things around us in
Christendom. Principles whether good or bad,
will show their results in the course of time, and
evil results are’ evidently the consequetice of evil
principles. ‘‘An enemy hath done this,’’ said the
Lord, and since the appearance of the tares among
the wheat ‘‘let both grow together until the harvest”
(Matt. 13. 28-30). The field in which they grow,
be it remarked, is not the Church, but the world.

The penalty of having set aside the teaching of
God must be paid for, and we can trace its course in
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the present state of things, in the gradual dwindling
of the faith, greatly helped on by so-called Higher
CriticismandMaterialism, in thelowering of the moral
standard, in the worldliness of the so-called churches,
in the rehglous vagaries, and in'the indifference of
the masses. ' Perversions of Scripture, doctrinal
errors, and so forth, are winning the day, with the
pred1cted result that the religious world will hail a
coming Antichrist (John 5. 43), the masterplece of
Satan, the counterfeit of Christ. It is not strange,
therefore, that the simple believer, awakening to the
importance of the subject, puzzled with the din of
contending factions, should "wonder how God is
working in the ‘midst of this spiritual anarchy.
"When we turn to the Scriptures we find all this
confusion round about’ us is simply the outward
appearance of things which must not be confounded
with the work of the Holy Spirit. This latter work
goes on silently, and the Church is being built
gradually: by true and living stones brought from
the quarry of the world. As we go beneath the sur-
face several points are to be noticed. The Lord said:
““I will build My Church, and the gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it’’ (Matt. 16. 18). This divine
declaration stands true to the end, and her perpetual
duration is guaranteed notwithstanding the efforts of
Satan and men to destroy it or to divert it from its
true course. Moreover, the Church was in God’s
thoughts ere the foundation of this earth (Eph. 1. 4),
and its glorious destiny is predicted in unmistakable
terms. ‘‘Christ also loved the Church, and gave Him-
self for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word, that He might
present it to Himself a glorious Church not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should
be holy and without blemish’’ (Eph. 5. 26-28).
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The Present Construction of the Church.

Let us now inquire how the Church is being built
and who enter it.

We have seen in the passage just now quoted that
the Church will be glorious, ‘‘not having spot or
wrinkle.”” Here the Church is considered as a
Bride who is being prepared for her Bridegroom, and
who is expecting Him. This Church has another
name, the Body of Christ. As Paul says, ‘‘The
Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him that
filleth .all in all’’ ‘(Eph. 1 22, 23). These two
aspects concern the same work, for ‘‘Christ is
the Head of the Church, and He is the Saviour
of the body” (Eph. 5. 23). A third ‘aspect is that
of a building: ‘“Ye are God’s building’’ (1 Cor.
3.9). And, again: ‘“Ye are the temple of the living
God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them and
Wa,lk in them’’ (2 Cor.-6. 16). .

The Church, or Body, or Bulldlng, being founded
on the Lord Jesus, ¢‘‘the Chief Corner Stone”
(Eph. 2. 20), and this work being carried on by
the Holy Spirit, it is evident that none other
but believers compose it, and their being grouped
together -for that purpose is by the same Spirit.
{‘By one Spirit are we all baptised into One Body,
wl;ethf_:: we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond
or free’’ (1 Cor. 12, 13). These believers are gathered
from all climes, mainly by the preaching of the
Gospel. Not only the believers actually living form
the Church, but also those who are no more of this
world, and those who may come after us till its
rapture (1 Thess. 4. 14-18; Phil. 3. 20, 21; 1 Thess.
1. 10). Thus men quite unknown to each other are
nevertheless members of the Body of Christ, or the
Church, in virtug of their being true believers.
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And what unites believers who otherwise would be
strangers to one another is the common possession of
divine life, the life of Jesus Christ in them. We are
all brought into one fellowship, that of ‘‘His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord’’ (1 Cor. 1.9). Thus believers
are brought out of -the realm of sin and darkness into
the region of light, and are made members of the
Body of Christ, all deriving their life and activity
through their connection with the Head. ‘‘So we,
being many, are One Body in Christ, and every one
members one of another’’ (Rom. 12. §; Eph. 4. 25).
There is a new and .eternal connection between
believers which death cannot destroy or change, and
this link is the possession of eternal life in Christ.

To be in the Church of God, or what is equivalent,
to be a member of the Body of Christ, means that a
man must be a true believer, and yet we see many
people who make no profession of being children of
God posing as members of the different denomina-
tions existing around us. This is an anomaly, but
the state of things .is getting to be such thatithe
difficulty will be to find many true believers in these
humanly organised Churches. For men have con-
ceived various ways of getting into the Church quite
foreign to what Scripture teaches, and live in this
delusion. And the clearest result of this state of
things is the Babel of tongues which is heard to-day
in, Christendom.

Christendom and the Church.

Thus many never seem t6 go beyond the notion
that a cathedral, a temple, or some such building
devoted to religious purposes is the Church, and
their regular attendance at such ‘‘places of worship’’
is to them the assurance that they belong to.the

Church of God: Others go a step beyond, and
E
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attach such an odour of sanctity to these special
buildings that they believe that outside there is
no True Church at all, ignoring the words of the
Lord that ‘‘the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth’’ (John 4. 23).

Some others would regard'the gathering of people
having a common creed or a common liturgy as being
the Church. Thus we see the Roman Catholic Church
with the Pope at its head, the Greek, Anglican,
Lutheran Churches, and different denominations
whose names usually indicate their origin. All these
are ecclesiastically separated, and tolerate each
other when they cannot do otherwise. But when
these religious bodies so prominent before our eyes
are sought for in the Bible they are not to be found.
True, we notice several Churches mentioned by name,,
but, if in different parts, they were all connected
by a spiritual bond which cannot now be found
among the denominations of to-day. | '

Others again suppose that through baptism a child
becomes a member of the Church, a child of God,
and that without going through that rite the danger
of eternal perdition is incurred. Some believe that
regular attendance at a place of worship and taking
part in the sacraments has brought them finally,
in some undefined way, into the Church or Body
of Christ. Others imagine the same privilege will
be granted to them because they are children of
believers, or they will point to their confirmation
as an evident proof of their standing in Christ.

But all these outward supposed' means of grace
utterly negative the one great fundamental and un-
changeable fact which God will never modify: ‘“Ye
must be born again’’ (John 3. 7). This puts all men
on the same level, “‘for all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God’’ (Rom. 3: 23), and no outward
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sign of reformation is of any avail. God sets before
men the hideous reality of what their moral standing
is before Him, and at the same time opens out the
way of Salvation by faith in Christ alone. He invites
the sinner to come to Him that he may be cleansed
from all sin and become a new creature.

This, then, is the first step which, bringing Salva-
tion and life to the sinner, introduces him into the
Church or Body of Christ, into which he is baptised
by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12. 13) The new nature
is received when there'is faith in Jesus Christ as a
personal Saviour; it is the operation of the Spirit,
coupled with the sinner’s willing acceptance of
God’s righteous judgment on himself.

The fact that a believer becomes a member of the
Body of Christ does not rest on any personal effort
of his; there is no question of seeking to belong to it.
This posmon is the necessary consequence of being
“‘born again.’’ This is quite different from that
entering into visible fellowship with fellow-believers
which may or may not exist. The operatlon of the
Spirit in baptising believers into ‘‘One Body’’ is net
subject to the will of man nor to any fluctuation
whatever in his relationship with others.

The Aggregate of all True Believers.

- The Church, which is His Body, is theréefore the
aggregate of all' those who have believed ever since
the day of Pentecost onward to the rapture of the
Church, whether dead or living, or whether together
or apart from each other.

It truly behoves each one who reads this to con-
sider his position in this matter. Either he is a child
of wrath or he is a child of God. So ldng as the
question of Salvation is not settled no one can enter
the Church of Christ. Salvation comes by belief in
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Christ, who has shed His precious Blood that for-
giveness'and life might come to the sinner. Thus,
““To as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to’ become children of God, even to them
that believe on His Name’’ (John 1. 12, R.V.).

But if, on the other hand, the reader is a believer,

beiig born again he fulfils the divine requirements
necessary to his standing as being a membeér -of the
Body of Christ. He is in the Church which the
Lord .is building through the power of ‘the Spirit
and the instrumentality of His servants who preach
the Gospel. However small his knowledge of the
purposes of God may be, that does not invalidate
his title to be in the Church, a member, however
humble, of the Body of which Christ is the Head.
His baptism, his worship, his outward acts, are
but the different visible manifestations of the
grace of God which has worked in him, but they
are not the basis of his standing. He is brought
into the family of God, sharing its privileges and
responsibilities, and having a right to its future
glory, by faith in Christ alone.
" Thus we have seen that utter confusion reigns in
the ranks of professing Christians, and the only
light and leading to be obtained as to. what is
the path to. follow is by going -back to ‘Apostolic
principles. For anyone seeking the.trsth on this
question will find that all denominations being in
their nature opposed to the unity of the One Body,
a return to those principles -is the only way into
clear light and certain knowledge .of the will of
God. The Lord ]esus being the Head, let us
gather round Him in dependence on His Spirit,
refusing what is of purely human authority, but
submitting to the divine declarations which are
to be found in the Holy Scriptures.
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THE TRUE CHURCH

As Viewed in its Various Aspects.
By C. H. HINMAN, New Zealand.

IN the inquiry we have practlcally two questions
in one. First: What is the True Church? And,
secondly : Who are in it?

Many erroncous ideas are held and taught as to
what the Church is and what it is not, who are in
it and who are not; hence it will be of importance
to let some light in on the subject. This light,
of course, must come from the written Word of
God, which we accept as divinely inspired (God
breathed) in the original from Genesis to Revelation'.
We believe not merely that the Bible contains the
Word of God, but that it 7s His Word, contammg
the Revelation of His will and pleasurc and His
purposes concerning His Son, Israel and the nations,
the Church of. the New Testament, and the world
out of which that Church is taken. When first
used, we believe, the word thurch was rightly
understood, but now it has become mystified and
corrupted, so that its real meaning is obscured.

“‘Living Stones.’’

In turning to the Book, then, we find that the
first use of the word is found in.Matthew 16. 18,
““Upon this Rock I will build My Church and the
gates of Hell shall not prevall agalnst it.”’ This
is a prophetic utterance concerning something that
was to take place. “‘I will build.”” It was not in
course of erection then, for the foundation was not
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laid ; and God does not build without a foundation.
The word Church (Ecclesia) means an assembly of
persons, or a called-out company; and as the Lord
says ‘‘My Church,’’ we take it that it'was a company
that He would own as His. This is true, as in
Ephesians 5. 25 we read: ‘‘Christ also loved.the
Church, and gave Himself for it.”’ And again, in
Acts 20. 28: ‘‘“The Church which He hath purchased
with His own Blood.’’ Thus we find in starting that
Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it,
and that He would own or claim it as His.

Stepﬁen, before the Council, in Acts 7. 38, speaks
of the ‘‘Church in the wilderness,’’ referring of
course to Israel, and they were no doubt in ‘the
true sense an FEcclesia, for they were a called-out
company, called out of Egypt for Canaan. Saved
by blood, delivered by power, and gathered around
the divine presence in the Tabernacle, but they are
never called a Church when in the land, neither
were they indwelt by the Spirit as in the Church
in the New Testament.

The Foundation of the Church.

Let us, however, go back to Matthew 16. 18, as
this verse speaks of the foundation: ‘‘Upon this Rock
I “will build.”” What dare we to understand by the
rock? Does it mean that Simon.Peter was the chief
of the Apostles, and that he would be the rock? No,
it does not, as this “interpretation would contradict
other Scriptures, and we would be brought into
confusion.

‘In 1 Corinthians 3. 11 we read: “‘Other founda-
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ,”” and with this Isaiah 28. 16, Ephesians
2. 20, etc., perfectly agree. Hence we see that
Christ is the foundation, and not Peter. Peter had

»
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confessed Christ as the Son of the living God, there-
fore the Lord declares, ‘‘Upon this Rock (Christ the
Son of the living God) I will build.’’ Again, there
are two forms of the word used here, Pefros and
Petra. The Lord said, ‘“Thou art Peiros (a stone),
and on this Petra (arrock) I will build.’” There is a
great difference between a stone and a rock. We
read in one place that ‘‘they took up stones to cast
at the Lord,’’ but they could not pick up the rock.
Again, in John 1. 42, we may note that at Peter’s
conversion the Lord said: ‘“Thou art Simon the son
of Jona, thou shalt be called Cephas, which'is by
interpretation a stone.’” While the Apostle himself,
in 1 Peter 2. 5, speaks of believers as ‘‘living stones’’
(R.v.) in the spiritual house, still they are not the
rock foundation.

We may settle the question then as to the founda-
tion of the Church, that it is not Peter, or Cephas,
the stone, but Christ the Rock, the antitype of

the smitten rock in the wilderness (Exod. 17. 6),
the ‘‘Rock of Ages.”’

The Building of the Church.

. The next point is -the building. When did this
commence? Well, Scripture says, ‘‘I w:ll build,”’
so it was not then started, for Christ had not.died,
and the foundation was not laid. At Pentecost we
begin with the formation of the Church, and the
Holy Spirit was the divine worlaman to erect the
structure. Here, through the Apastle Peter, He
brought three thousand living stones from nature’s
quarry and put them on the Rock foundation, against
which the gates of Hell could not, prevail. This was
a mighty work of grace, a grand start with the
building, and a signal honour for Peter to be thus
used of God.
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Three Consecrated Buildings.

God has had three ‘‘consecrated buildings’’ in the
world, and only three. The first was the Tabernacle
in the wilderness, the second the Temple in the
land, and the third the Church of the New Testa-
ment. By consecrated building we of course mean a
building where the visible presence of God was seen
and known. In-the Tabernacle and Temple the
Shekinah glory rested on the mercy seat in the
holiest continually; thus in this sense there are no
consecrated buildings on earth now. There are
buildings set apart for religious services, but these
are not consecrated buildings in the scriptural sense,
as God does not dwell in them, and in no sense are
they Churches. The Tabernacle and Temple were
divine structures, made according to heavenly
patterns (Exod. 25. 9; 1 Chron. 28. 11, 12, 19), and
the Church of God is the antitype. The Tabernacle
stood on solid silver atonement money, one hundred
talents, or £34,200 worth of our money (Exod. 38.
27), while the Temple built by King Solomon stood
upon the solid rock, Mount Moriah. After immense
labour, we read that ‘‘great stones and costly’’
(1 Kings 5. 17) were brought from the quarry for
God’s house in Jerusalem; and these typify the
living stones in the spiritual building (1 Peter
2. 5). Since Pentecost every truly saved soul has
been a-living stone in the building, the Church. No
stone is ‘put into the building by the will of man,
but only such as are born ‘‘not of blood, nor of
the will of flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God’’ {John 1. 11).

The entrance, then, to this place of privilege and
blessing is by the new birth, hence the importance
of the Lord’s words to the religious Nicodemus,
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‘“Ye must be born again’’ (John 3. 7). Thus all
who are not born of the Spirit, or born from above,
are not in the Church of God, and have neither
'part nor lot in-the matter.

The Head of the Church.

We have seen that ‘Christ is the Foundation and
the Holy Spirit is the Builder, but who is the Head
of the Church? Is it possible for Christ to be both
Foundation and Head? Yes, He is both. Through
death He laid the Foundation, and as risen Lord He
is Head. ‘‘God hath made that same Jesus whom ye
have crucified both Lord and Christ’’ (Acts 2. 36).
God hath raised Him up, set Him at His-own right
hand in the heavenlies, and ‘‘gave Him to be the
Head over all things to the Church, which is His
Body’' (Eph. 1. 20, 22).

Thus we see that no mere man can be the head of
the Church, whether he be Archbishop or Pope, for
the Scriptures declare that Christ alone is Head. In
Colossians 1..16-18 His Creatorshlp and Headship
are linked together, hence man is put out of court.
‘“By Him,'* we read, ‘‘were all things created,
that are in Heaven and that are in earth, . . . and
He is the Head of the Body, the Church; who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in
all things He might have the pr.e-erninence.” The
pre-eminent place is His, 'not only in the councils
and purposes of the Father, but also in the" Church
here, which is His Body.

The Church is as necessary to Christ as Eve was
to Adam. If Eve had not been formed there would
have been a blank in creation, and without the
Church there would be a blank in the new creation.
The wondrous fact is not only that He is Head, but
that ‘‘we are members of His Body’’ (Eph. 5. 30).
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Eve was taken out of Adam during his sleep, and
presented to him by God in the morning. Even so
is the Church being taken out during this dark night
of its history, and in the resurrection morning will
be presented to Him ‘‘a glorious Church without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing’’ (Eph. 5. 27,
R.v.), a perfect marvel and triumph of grace that
will be to the praise of His glory throughout eternal

ages. The Members of the Church.

~ How, then, do we become members of this wonder-
ful structure, the Church of God or Body of Christ,
which is now in course of erection? This is a vital
question of the greatest possible moment, and a right
grasp of it would alter the course and prospects of
many. misguided souls to-day. If we join a club we
are elected as members and our names are enrolled ;
but the Church is not a club. K one is called or
appomted by the Sovereign as a Privy Councillor he
is not elected, but recognised by all appointed before
him. But even this illustration falls short of the
wonderful position and privilege we have now before
us. Members of the Body of Christ are not elected
or appointed, as in the .cases mentioned, but are
baptised by the one Spirit info the One Body (1 Cor.
12. 13). The Spirit alone can bring members into
the Body of Christ. In this chapter the figure of
head and body is used by the Spirit to convey to us
the truth of the spiritual Body.

Head and body are vitally connected, and the
latter should be in complete subjection to the former.
The will is in the head, not in the body; the latter
exists 51mp1y to carry out that will. In a healthy
man all members are under control of the brain,
willingly acting as each ‘‘telegram’’ is sent through
the nerves from the head to the various parts, and
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all the members of that body are necessary.
‘“The eye cannot say-unto the hand, I have no need
of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have no
need of you’’ (1 Cor. 12. 21). Nay, rather, the less
honourable are necessary, and all the members are
equally necessary in the Body of Christ; therefore
all Christians need each other, and it is an'immense
loss that all cannot profit by the gifts given. The
divisions caused by sectarianism make this im-
possible, as they create separate interests not common
to the whole Body; thus they witness daily. to
our sin and - shame. There should be perfect
fellowship between the members of the Body
of Christ, like unto the fellowship, or corporation,
in the various parts of a healthy man; and this
complete accord one with another is dependent .upon
fellowship with the Head.

Defective Members.

Sometimes people are paralysed, or partially so,
then certain members get out of control of the head,
having no power to respond when a message is sent
to them. Again, we know of people with St. Vitus’
dance, and under. such circumstances the head, loses
control, while the members in question act inde-
pendently. These things simply illustrate the con-
dition into which members of the Body of Christ
can get when out of touch with the Head. Some are
paralysed, because out .of communion, and have no
power to act; while others with St. Vitus’ dance
go off in self-w1ll and act independently, instead
of being tunder control. Both these classes need
restoring to health before they may be used.

We see, then, that the: True Church is built on
the Rock foundation, CHRIST; that He is the Head
of it.as well, and that the members of this Church
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or Assembly are believers, Christians, regenerated
persons brought into the position they -occupy
by the Holy Spirit. Let these facts be clearly
and firmly grasped, then a host of other difficulties
will disappear.

The -writer was reached by the Holy Spirit of God
some thirty-two years ago, converted, and regener-
ated, and brought into the True Church of Christ.
Before this time he was a baptised and confirrned
member of the Church of England, but not a member
of the Church of God. Subsequent to this, however,
he has been connected with  Heaven instead of
England. The term ‘‘Church of England’’ links the
Church with a cpuntry or nation, and within the
limits of that term all sorts and conditions of un-
saved people will be found. But the term ‘‘Church
of God,’’ a5 found in the Scriptures, links the Church
with Heaven and with' God. One term is human, the
other divine, therefore it is obvious which is the
more correct and scriptural. May each of us be led of
the Spirit to act honestly with himself and the
Scriptures, and hold that alone which will stand
the test. ‘“‘Hold fast the form of sound weords’’
(1 Tim. §. 21).

The Body Aspect of the Church.

Let us turn again to the good old Book and get a
somewhat wider grasp of our subject. We, looked at
the Church as the Body of Christ, but we never read
of bodies, as the word is never used. in the plural.
Many members, but ONE BobDy.

One complete whole, a unique. thing, .taken out
of this woerld for Heaven during ‘this present dis-
pensation of grace. It is also referred to-as the
‘‘Bride of Christ’’ and the ‘‘Household of God.’’
As Bride it has been bought and brought from the
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far country, and will be presented.to Him as Rebekah
was presented to Isaac (Gen. 24. 67). Paul said
to the Corinthians: ‘‘I have espoused you to one
hhusband that I may present you as a chaste virgin
to Christ'’ (2 Cor. 11. 2); while in Ephesians 5 the
Lord speaks of the relationship of husband and
wife to illustrate Himself and the Church.

The House Aspect of the Church.

The House aspect of the Church, being closely
related to the Body, is important. There we get
the thought of rule, order, authority, and discipline,
which could not be connected with the Body aspect.
Gifts are connected with the Body for its edification
and upbuilding (Eph. 4), and these are common
property for the good of all, and should, were it not
for sectarianism, be used in the widest sense. Urnder
the control of the Spirit all gifts should be used
““for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of
ministering, unto the building up of the Body of
Christ*’ (Eph. 4. 12, r.V.).

In the House asp'ect , however, a somewhat aifferent
view is brought before us. The Body is for Christ,
the.Head, but the House is spoken of as a “‘habitation
of God’’ (Eph. 2. 22).

In this spiritual building or temple God will
dwell throughout eternal ages. The Ephesian be-
lievers were spoken of as ‘‘the:Household of God’’
and ‘‘an holy Temple in the Lord’’ (Eph. 2. 19-21).
In writing to Timothy the Apostle says: ‘‘But if
I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to ‘behawve thyself in the House of God,
which is the Church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth’’ (1 Tim. 3. 15). Here
we get behaviour in the House, and the thought
that the Church is the stay or support of the
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Truth. This of course brings out obedience and
responsibility, which presupposes divine intelli-
gence. Right behaviour is the result of instruction
and correction, and is foreign to ignorance.

Nowhere in the Scripture is the Church referred
to as a building of brick, stone, or wood, built
by man; and nowhere do we read of St. Peter’s,
St. Paul’s, St. John’s, or St. Mark’s Church. They
have no Church, and their names should not be con-
nected with it. Such expressions not only betray a
lamentable lack of knowledge, but they are a dis-
honour to Him who loved the Church and gave
Himself for it. _

Sometimes in Scripture the Church was ¢z a house,
but.it never was a house or material building (Rom.
16. 5; 1 Cor. 16. 19). The Church has ears and
cyes (Matt. 18. 17; Acts 11. 22), it feeds and grows
(Acts 20. 28; 2. 47), it is taught and persecuted
(Acts 11. 20;" Gal. 1. 13), it assembles for worship
and edification (1 Cor. 14. 23), hence we see it is
composed of intelligent, dependent, responsible
believers, and not bricks or stone.

Again, we may add that the word Church in the
singular applies either to the local Assembly in a
given place, such as Corinth or Ephesus, or to the
whole Church in its widest aspect. Churches in the
plural refer, not to different sects or denominations,
but to assemblies-of saved people meeting in different

laces. We read, for instance, of the Churches of
the Gentiles (Rom. 16. 4), the Churches of Galatia,
Asia, Judea, -Macedonia, etc. (1 Cor. 16. 1-19;
2 Cor. 8. 1; Gal. 1. 22), just as we might speak
of the Churches of New Zealand, New South Wales,
Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia, South
Australia, Tasmania, and the Pacific Isles. But!
it is not right to speak of the Churches.of a town,
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but of the Church, whether of Jerusalem, London,
or Sydney.

To What Church Do You Belong ?

If the writer were asked the question, What
Church do you belong to? the answer would be: I
belong to the Church of God, the Church of the first-
born ones enrolled in Heaven' (Heb. 12. 23). Or
again, What body do you belong to? The reply
would be: I belong to that Body which is ‘‘fitly
framed together’’ (Eph. 2. 21), the Body of Christ.
And further, With whom do.you meet for worship
and edification? I meet with those who gather to
Christ alone, and seek to own Him as Lord and
Master, who also own the all-sufficiency of the Holy
Spirit for edification, comfort, teaching, cleansing,
and all ministry necessary for the upbuilding of the
body.

In conclusion, there is anotner view of the subject
we must briefly state. The word Church as used
in Matthew 16. 18, “‘Upon this Rock I will build
My Church,’’ means the whole Church in its
widest aspect, from Pentecost to the Second Coming
of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 10. 32, ‘‘Give .none
offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles,
nor to the Church of God,’’ it refers to the
whole Church on earth at a given time; while in
1 Corinthians I. 2, ‘“Unto the Church of God,
which is at' Corinth,”’ it applies to the Lord’s
people in a given place. This is the local aspect,
a miniature of the divine whole, where gift is
used and responsibility recognised in obedience to
the risen Lord and Head.

The Kingdom Aspect of the Church.

There is also a Kingdom aspect brought before
us in the New Testament. We are brought ‘‘out
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of the power of darkness, and translated us into the
Kingdom of the Son of His love’’ (Col. 1.13,R.V.):
This Kingdom is characterised by righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom."14. 17),
and has to do with our obedience and subjection to
His Lordship and righteous rule down here. This
aspect is largely.unfolded in the Acts, and formed
an important part of the Apostolic testimony (see
chaps. 19. 8; 20. 25; 28. 23-31).

Our Responsibility.

We would now solemnly appeal to each one to deal
soberly, seriously, and faithfully with the truth
here set forth. In view of the judgment seat of
Christ, with its eternal rewards or loss, be honest
with the Scriptures and with your own soul. Do not
allow pride, prejudice, or bigotry to hinder you;
but seek to adjust ‘yourself and your path by the
revealed will of God in His blessed Word. It will be
in your own real interest to do this, without con-
sulting flesh and blood. Your Lord and Master was
misunderstood and misjudged, so you must be willing
to follow in His steps,and on the resurrection morning
you will not lose by it. ‘‘If you love Me, keep My
commandments’’ (John 14. 15). = ‘‘And whosoever
doth not bear his cross and come after Me, cannot
be My disciple’’ (Luke 14. 27).

May - His richest blessing accompany this brief
testimony to His truth and His claims upon us.
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

Not Religion, but Christ.
By W. HQSTE, B.A., England.

A BRITISH nobleman preaching the Gospel in Sweden
some years ago was asked by a lady of the country
what Church he belonged to. ‘‘“To the Church of
Christ,’’ was hisreply. ‘‘Yes, but to what Branch?’’
she insisted. ‘‘Madam,’’ he answered, ‘‘I do not
belong to any Branch, I belong to the ‘Trunk.’ ’’
This is an important distinction. How many
belong to religious ‘‘branches,’’ Roman, Greek, or
Protestant, who do not, alas, belong to Christ, ‘‘the
root out of a dry ground !”’ _
Cain, had he lived to-day, would no doubt have
belonged to a ‘‘Branch.’’ He was a religious man.
He brought to God an offering of the fruit of the
ground. It was beautiful, and had cost much labour.
Why then did God reject him and accept Abel?
Were they not both born outside Paradise? Had they
not both ‘‘sinned and come short of the glory of
God?’’ " Truly, and so far there was no difference.
But we learn the secret in Hebrews 11. ‘‘By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it he
being dead yet speaketh.’’ It was not because Abel
was better than his -brother that he was accepted,
but because his offering was better. In Cain’s fruit-
offering there was no confession of guilt expressed nor
any blood shedding, and consequently no forgiveness
of sins possible. ‘‘For without shedding of blood is
F
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no remission’’ (Heb. 9. 22). But the lamb slain by
Abel pointed forward to ‘‘the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world.’”’ Thus for six
thousand yedrs he Has preached to men: ‘‘Come to
God through Christ crucified, the only Way.’’ Cain
justified himself .and rejected the counsel of God in
mercy towards himself, Abel condemned himself
and justified God in acceptmg him on account of'
Sl Sacriates Two Great Classes.

Cain founded a religion ; Abel a faith. Men to-day
are divided into two great classes. The Cainites,
the votaties of religion; and the Abelites, the fol-
lowers of the Larmb. ,

The Pharisee ‘‘who went. to the temple to pray’’
was a true scion of the stock of Cain. The publican
was in.the line of Abel. Listen to the former: ‘‘I
thank Thee that I am not as other men are; . . I fast
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I.possess.’’
Hear, too, that brother of his in Luke 15: ‘‘These
many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I
at any tiie thy commdndmerit. "’ .

The Abelites pray in anodther .tone: ‘‘Father, I
have sinned.’’ ‘‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’’
“‘Lord; ren‘lember me when Thou comest in Thy
ngdom

It is all the differerice between *‘Iri the beginning
Gop’’.and ‘‘In the beginning I.’’ Christ miust beé
the Alpha and the Omega. He must be all in 4ll.
He is'the Door, the orly Way, tlie one Mediator, the
unique Foundation, and Hé niust have all the glory.

Solomon tells us that “‘the sacrifice of the wicked
is aboniidation. to God; how much more when he
bringeth it with a chked mind.’’ God will accept
no sacrificé fromi man .till man ‘accepts the sacrifice
of Christ. When the PhariSees dSked the Lord what
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they should do that they might work the works of
God, He rephed ““This is the work of God, that ye
believe in Him whom He hath sent.’’ Had Cain
“‘done well,’’ that is, offered a lamb, he too would
have been accepted (Gen. 4. 7; John §.29; 6. 29).
Men trust in religion, but true religion demands
three things impossible to, the unconverted To
br1dle the tongue to visit the fatherless and widows"
in their aﬂlrct1on and to keep unspotted from the
world (James 1. 26, 27).

Who can tame the tongue but the man divinely
tamed? Who comfort thé mourners but he who
has been comforted by God? Who keep himself
unspotted from tthe world but he who has first .been

cleansed by the Blood of Christ? The oldest, largest
and appa:ently the most fruitful olive trees in that
home of the olive, North Africa, are the wild olives.
These are covered with berr1es in profusion, but there
is no oil in.them. They have never been grafted.
Nature never bore fruit for God. Man is lost, guilty,
fruitless. He must be found by a seekmg Saviour,
]ustlﬁed by His Blopd, and grafted by faith in Him
who died and rose agam How is this to be brought
about ? By faith in Christ. The moment a sinner
is willing to be saved by Him alone,.and trusts
Him as his Saviour, he is forgiven all his sins, he
recéives the gift of eternal life, and becomes a member
of the True Church, which is the Body of Christ.

Man cannot receive their fellows into this Church.
When the sinner believes he is incorporated into it
by the Lord Himself, by the Spirit’s baptism, as we
réad: ‘‘In one spirit were we all bapt1sed into One
Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,’’;and were all
made to drink of one Sp1r1t (1 Cor. 12. 13 R.V.).

The receptlon by fellow-Christians has to do with
practical fellowship and service in the local Church,
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but is only a recognition of what the Lord has already
done in the soul. ‘‘ Receive ye one another, as
Christ also received you to the glory of God’’ (Rom,
15. 7); but no man, be he what he may, can receive
another into the Church of Christ.

What is the Church?

A question now presents itself, What is the Church?
The word Church has many meanings in modern
speech. In England it denotes the ‘‘Establishment,’’
as contrasted with Nonconformist organisations. In
Roman Catholic countries the Papal Church is meant,
in' contradistinction to Protestant denominations.
In Christendom generally the word has often the -
secondary meaning, of a religious building, and in
.our own country the phrase, ‘‘A man is going_into
the Church,’’ means that he intends to. become a
“‘clergyman,’’ as if the Church consisted of a hier-
archy or order of sacred persons. Never is the word
used in these'limited senses in the Holy Scriptures.

The expression, the Church of such and such a
country, the ‘‘Church of England,’’ the ‘‘Church
of Scotland,’’ or the “‘Church of Ireland,’’ can
hardly claim scriptural authority. We have fre-
quently ‘‘the Church’’ of a town, ‘‘the Church of
Jerusalem,’’ ‘‘the Church of Philadelphia,’’ etc.,
but when.it is a question of a country or province the
word is found in the plural, ‘‘the Churches of Galatia,
“‘the Churches of Asia.’’ Not f‘the Church of
Galatia,’’ nor ‘‘the Church of Asia.’”’ Which shows
that although they were all linked together in the
same, communion they did not form one great unified
organisation.

The Meaning of the Word.

The word Church (Ecclesia) really means that

whiich has been called out, a called-out company.
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Sometimes, but rarely, we find this word used in the
New Testament in quite a non-technical sense, as
when Stephen speaks of Israel as ‘‘the Church in the
wilderness,’’ meaning a people who had been called
out of Egypt.

When we read of the tumultuous gathering out of
the streets of Ephesus in Acts 19 the same word is
used, ‘“The Assembly (Ecclesia) was confused,’’ ‘‘He
dismissed the Assembly(Ecclesia) .”” But this is clearly
an extraordinary use of the word. Usually in the
New Testament the word denotes specifically the
whole company of the believers from Pentecost to
the return of Christ, and is represented on the earth at
any given moment by all true Christians wherever
found alive at that moment, or still more often is
found in a secondary sense in such expressions as
““The Churches of Christ,’’ ‘“The Churches of the
Gentiles,’’ ‘“The Churches of the Saints:’’ These are
the local expressions of the Church, and should also
be composed of all the believers in the town gathered
according to the principles of the Word of God and in
dependence on the Spirit of God. According to
Acts 2, ‘‘They continued stedfastly in the Apostles’
doctrine, and in the fellowship, and in the breaking
of bread, and in prayers’’ (R.v.). The germ- of
denominationalism showed itself in Apostolic times.
““I arn of Paul,”’ ‘I of Cephas,’’ were party cries
heard in the Corinthian Church, but it was a thing
to be deplored (see 1 Cor. 1. 10-12). Now we see the
principle in full bloom, and it is justified or even
gloried in. ‘‘The disciples were called Christians*
first at Antioch’’ (Acts 11. 26), and this name is
referred to by the Apostle Peter in his first epistle.

* The word conveys a sense of a divine communication in the New
Testament (Matt. 11. 12-22; Luke 11. 26; Heb. 8. 5; 11. 7; 12. 25;
Rom. 7. 3). ¢‘She shall be called an adultress ’’ may seem an exception,
but I think there is reference to our Lord’s words in Matthew 19. 9.
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““If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed but let him glorify God in- this name’
(1 Peter 4. 16, R.v.). ‘With that divinely-given name
we may well rest satisfied. The True Church then
is formed of all who in this dispensation ofthe Spirit
of God are united to the Lord Jesus by that Spirit
in response to their faith.

Was the Church in Old Testament Times ?

The next question to determine is whether the
Church existed in Old Testament times, or whether
it is peculiar to the present dispensation.

Some argue from Stephen s use of the phrase in
Acts 7. 38, ‘“The Church in the ‘wilderness,’’ with
reference to Israel, that the Church did exist in
bygone ages, and that Israel belonged to it. But it
would be as reasonable to argue that the rabble of
Diana worshippers in Acts 19, to whom reference
has been already made, also formed part of the
Church of Christ, because the same word, Ecclesia, is
applied to them.

There are many reasons for believing that the
Church is uniquely a New Testament fact.

In Matthew 16 the Lord, accordmg to His promise
to the man who should confess Him (chap. 10. 32),
confessed Simon as ‘‘a stone,’’ ‘‘Thou art Peter’’
(Petros), for. had not Simon just confessed Him as
“‘the Christ of God.”” Our Lord then adds, ‘“Upon
this rock (petra) 1 will bul_ld My Church, and the
gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. 2 ‘Upon
this rock,’’ not upon poor pebble Peter, but upon

* This is usually interpreted as meaning that the Church will successfully
resist the onslaught of the powers of evil: Surely the more natural meaning
would be that the powers of evil would not be able to resist the Church.
Doors are not means but objects of attack. This interpretation tallies well
with the ordmarir scnptural use, in such phrases ‘‘ The gates of Zion,'

““ Thy gatcs o cannot find one instance of such a meaning as ‘¢ the
power,’’ or ‘‘ the throne,'’ being attached in Scripture to this expression
‘¢ gates.’’
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Himself, the solid bedrock of God’s founding. The
words, ‘‘I will build My Church,’’ show that the
building was something future. Then, again, in
Ephesians 2, the Church is said to be “‘built upon
the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets,’’ where
the order shows' that the New Testament gifts are
referred to. It would be a topsy-turvy building of
which the foundation stones were inserted half way
up its walls. Besides, in Old Testament times there
was a ‘‘middle wall of partition’’ between Israel
and the 'nations, ordained of God "and rigidly
respected by all godly Israelites. In the Church
this wall is broken down, and Jew and Gentile are
united in one body (Eph. 2. 14, 16).

.The Church would have been an anachronism in
Old Testament times. It is a new thing, fresh and
peculiar to the present dispensation.

The unique character of the Church is all the more
clear when we consider the object of our Lord’s
mission. He came to do the will of God and to
glorify Him' in this scene. God had made certain
definite promises to the patriarchs, and God would
surely keep His word. Thé Lord came therefore
first of all exclusively to Israel, according to His own
words, ‘‘I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel,’’ a truth witnessed to by the Apostle
Paul. ‘‘Jesus Christ was a minister of the circum-
cision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers, and that the Gentiles might
glorify God for His mercy’’ (Rom. 15. 8, 9). This
blessing to the Gentile nations deperided on Israel’s
blessing. When Israel as a nation rejected her
Messiah her blessing and that of the Gentiles through
her were postponed: But God had foreseen all, and
had provided ‘‘some better thing,’’ ‘‘the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world had been Hid
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in God.’’ This mystery was not merely that Jew
and Gentile should be blessed, ¢4a¢ had been known
and foretold by all the Old Testament prophets, but
that a people should be taken. out of them and
formed into One Body, ‘‘that the Gentiles should
be blessed’’ as ‘‘fellow-heirs with Israel, and of the
same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ.”’
This was a new thing, ‘‘The Church which is the
Body of Christ.’’

The Great Mystery of the Church.
b

This great mystery was officially, though not
exclusively, revealed in the Epistle to the Ephesians
(chaps. 2 and 3; see also Rom. 16 and Col. 2).
In this Epistle the Church is mentioned nine times,
and in each case in a special connection.

1. An Eternal Purpose Unfolded. ‘‘This is a
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the
Church’’ (chap. 5. 32). This ‘‘in other ages,.’ as we
have seen, .‘‘was not made known unto the-sons of
men as it is now revealed unto His holy Apostles and
Prophets by the Spirit’’ (3. §). The Church is to
occupy towards Christ the double relation of Body
to manifest the perfections and excellences of the
Head, and of Bride, to enter into and enjoy the
affections and purposes of the Bridegroom.

2. An Eternal Love Revealed. ‘‘Christ also
loved the Church, and gave Himself for it’’ (chap.
5. 25), leading on to ‘‘cleansing,’’ a single act; and
‘‘sanctification,’’ a continuous process in the case of
each member of that Church, and so of the whole.
The depth of the love of Christ can only be fathomed
by His death on Calvary. ‘‘He gave Himself.’’

3. A Present Ministry Performed. ‘‘No man
ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church’’ (chap.
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5. 29). The word translated ‘‘nourisheth’’ is used
in chapter 6. 4 of a father ‘‘bringing up” his chil-
dren; and that rendered ‘‘cherisheth’’ is found in
1 Thessalomans 2.7 of a nurse who brings up her own
children. Here we see the Lord’s present affections
and unceasing activities on behalf of His own. .

4. A Present Relationship Established. ‘‘The
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the
head of the Church, and He is the Saviour of the
‘body’’ (chap. 5.23). This shows us the intimate
dependence of the Church on Christ.

5. A Present Responsibility Incurred. ‘‘The
Church is subject to Christ’’ (chap. 5. 24). That is,
placed in a relation of subjection, as the wife to her
husband, and therefore ought to be subiect as also
the wife. _ .

6. A Present Service Unfolded. ‘‘To the intent
that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the -Church the
manifold wisdom of God.’’ This explains one phase
of our service here. The Church is an object lesson
to the elect angels (chap. 3. 10).

7. A Present Privilege Prepared. ‘‘He hath
put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the Church, which is His
Body, the fulness of ‘Him ‘that filleth all in all”’
(chap. 1. 22). This is not merély that.Christ is the
Head of the Church, but the Head over all things
to the Church. That is, He heads up all things for
the benefit and blessing of the Church. ‘‘All things
are ours,’’ because all things are His.

8. A Future Consummation Awaited. ‘‘That
He might present it to Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, -but
that it should be holy and without blemish’’ (chap.
5. 27). The Lord God presented Eve to Adam.
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Christ will present His Church to Himself is only
one more inciderital proof of His Deity.

'9. An Eternal Ministry Revealed. ‘‘Unto Him
be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout
all ages, world without end’’ (chap. 3. 21). There-
fore the peculiar position of the Church ‘is not tem-
poral merely, nor only lasting during the millennium,
but is eternal. The differences between the Church,
Israel, and the sdved from among the nations will
never d1sappear

It will be clearly seen from the above that the
Church is not a dead organisation,but a living organ-
ism ; not a material edifice, but a spiritual building;
not an edrthly association, but a heavenly fellowship.

Jew—Gentile—Church of God.

When the first preachers reached Corinth the city
was composed of two classes*—the Gentile inhabitants
in large majority and the Jewish settlers. When the
Gospel was preached a third class arose, ‘‘called
out’’ of the other two, and named the ‘‘Church of
God.’’ These classes are referred to in 1 Corinthians
10. 32: ¢‘Giving none offence, neither to the ]EWS
nor to the GENTILES, nor to the CHURCH OF GOD.’

‘The position 6f the Church of Corinth was one of
abounding privilege. They were washed, sanctlﬁed
and justified. They were also gifted, mtelhgent and
eloquent, but carnal, because divided (1 Cor.1and 3).

How ' does the ‘Apostle meet their condition?
Does he exhort them to seek ‘‘the baptism of the
Holy Ghost,’’ or to attain to some new sp1r1tua1
position’, 'some ‘‘higher life,”” some ‘‘Pentecostal
blessing?’’ ‘No, they had all been “bapused in
one Spirit’’ (1 Cor. 12. 13), they were ‘‘temples of
the Holy Ghost’’ (1 Cor. 3. 16), they had all been
‘‘bléssed with all spiritual blessmgs in Christ Jesus.’’
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He reminds them where they are and what they are.
“‘Of God are ye in Christ Jesus,’’ and therefore all
that Christ is He is for you—“w1sdom righteous-
ness, sanctification, and redemptlon (1 Cor. 1. 30).
““Ye are God’s husbandry’’ (1 Cor. 3. 9). ‘‘Ye are
God’s building’’ (1 Cor. 3. 9). “‘Ye are the temple
of God’’ (1 Cor. 3. 16). -““Ye are Body of Christ’’
(1 Cor. 12. 27). ‘“Ye are . . the epistle of Christ’’
(2 Cor. 3. 3). All this is true of each Church of be-
lievers at the present day, and such privileges carry
with them their * corresponding responsibilities.
This we need to lay hold of by faith. “‘If we are in
Him” let us glory in Him, and let us-count on Him.
If we are God’s husbandry we are expected to. bare
fruit to His Name. If we-are His bulldmg, let us as
His servants seek to build not mere ‘‘wood, hay,
stubble’’—ostentatious stuff it may be, but how
combustible—but ‘‘gold, silver, and precious stones.’
If we are ‘ ‘the Temple of God’’ we are on holy ground.
If we are ‘‘the Body of Christ’’ we must use our
gifts for the glory of the Head and for the good of our
fellow-members. If we are ‘‘the epistle of Christ’’
we must commend Him by the lucidity ‘and the
pur-ify of our testimony.

How I Became a Member of the True Church.

A few words of personal testlmony as to how the
writer humbly believes he became a member of the
True Church may 'be helpful to some.

I started life in Sandgate Kent, with the biggest
asset a boy can have in this world, Christian parents.
They not only longed for us to be brought to Christ,
but for this. they laboured year in and year out,
filling our minds with the Holy Scrlptures “‘which
were able to make us wise unto salvation through
faith which' is in Jesus Christ,’’ and ‘taking us week
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by week under the sound of a Gospel ministry. Like
Abraham, my parents commanded their childrén
after God. ‘“Yellow-backs’’ and ‘‘playing cards’’
were unknown in our home, and we never crossed the
threshold of a theatre, nor attended a race-meeting.
So much the better, as we had not these evils to
pluck off later. According to ‘‘Mr. Worldly Wise-
man’’ our childhood ought to have been very dull
and irksome. On the contrary, it was very happy
and full of interests suited to our age.

May I be allowed to refer briefly to three days
which stand out as important crises in my life?
The first was when I was about nine years-of age.
We lived in Jersey then, where my father was
quartered. A godly clergyman from England was
staying with us, and he took us children for a Bible-
reading. - His subject was one which some wise
people assert.ought never to be mentioned to chil-
dren—the last judgment. I never forgot that solemn
hour. God spoke to me in no uncertain tones, and
His fear entered into my soul. I remember one night
about this time resolving not to go to sleep till I was
saved. Some would teach that I was ‘‘born again’’
already to have such desires, but how could I be
born again without receiving Christ? It is only
to ‘‘as many as receive Him that He gives the right
to become children of God’’ (John 1. 12, rR.v.), and
I certainly had not received Him then. The Spirit
does not begin His work by communicating life, but
by convincing of sin. I was under this conviction.
I read my Bible and said my prayers. I did the best
I could, but I could not attain to righteousness,
because I sought it not by faith in Christ, but-by the
works of the law. No doubt, however, the experience
of those years was salutary and necessary. I had to
learn that all my earnest efforts after goodness could
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not give me the certainty I needed that I should be
able to ‘‘stand in the judgment.’’ I was always
hoping, but in vain. One day I thought I was getting
better, the next I was back in the old place. My
dear mother longed not only that we should belong
to Christ, but become preachers of the Gospel. I
fell in with this idea, and determined to become a
clergyman, but as I dreaded preaching to my own
countrymen, I made up my mind to be a missionary;
preaching under a palm tree to blacks would be less
formidable I thought. My mother, who had a true
missionary spirit, and had brought us up on the
lives of Adoniram Judson, Robert Moffat, and such-
like books, was overjoyed, but this desire on my
part was a mere flash' in the pan and soon vanished.
However, the Lord continued- His work, and when I
was about sixteen an event occurred which was the
turning point in my life. I was standing by myself
in our schoolroom at home when a verse of the Bible-
came vividly to mind: ‘“The wages of sin is death,

but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord’’ (Rom. 5. 23). The words were
familiar, but they spoke to me for the first time.
“‘Could it be possible that Heaven was a gift?’’ I
asked myself. ‘‘If that be so I will accept it here
and now.’’ I looked up to God and told Him that
I would take eternal life as a gift. No sooner had'I
taken this step in naked faith than the conviction
came over me that I had found what I had so long
been seeking. I saw the Lord Jesus Christ as
my Saviour, I believed He had died for me. Truly
good news worthy of God. ‘‘Eternal life a free gift,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’ This could never
have entered into the heart of man to conceive.
God planned it. God performed it. I heard, I
believed, I became a child of God, and though I did
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not know it at the time, a member of the Church
of Christ.

About eight years passed away, and another
event happened which was also in its way a turning
point in my life. I was a student at Cambridge,
preparing for ordination in the Church of England,
an event which was-to take place in a few months.
I was staying in London af the house of a well-known
Christian worker, Miss W., aunt of a Cambridge
friend of mine. . When the,Sunday came round I
questioned her about:the ‘‘Churches’’ in the neigh-
bourhood. Finding her, to my surprise, unable to
inform .me, I offered to accompany her to her
““‘Church.’’ ‘‘Perhaps you will hardly. call it a
‘Church,’ ’’ was her reply, ‘‘but if you like to come,
pray do.’’ A few minutes from her house we turned
in at what looked like an ordinary doorway,and found
ourselves in afair-sized hall, full of people sitting
round, a table on which were placed a.loaf and wine.
Evidently. they were .about to celebrate ‘‘Holy
Communion.’” The place -had no religious look,
there was no clergyman as I had beén accustomed to,
nor apparently any leader. Nevertheless all went
on in an orderly fashion, now one taking part and
then another in praise, reading of the Scriptures,
hymn-singing, and worship, intersperSed with times
of sjlence, which impressed me most of all, ending up
with the passing of the bread and wine from hand to
hand in memory of Christ. It was indeed a strange
kind of ‘‘Church,’’ such as' I had never seen or heard
of before, a ‘‘Church’’ not of dead bricks and mortar,
but of ‘‘living Stones’’ quarried. by the Holy Spirit
from the pit of the world, and built upon the Living
Stone,’’ Christ Jesus, to form a temple of God in thé
Spirit. I ¢an thank God to-day for that strange visit
and for its effect on my after life.
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

Somé State Church Errors Exposed.
By CHRISTOPHER KOEHLER, Germany.
[The following article, written some months before the war
broke out, is of interest in exposing the spurious State Church

of Germany, and in showing that there are at least some there
who repudrate its baneful teachmgs and practlces —EDSs.]

THE question, ‘ ‘Where - is. the True Church?’’ is
apparently very difficult to answer, This questlon
is constantly being raised, espec1ally by unbelievers.
They look upon it as an excuse, . They say there are
so many Churches, and each one affirms his own to
be the True Church, so that one hardly knows which
to decide upon. In their opinion it follows that the
best way is not to decide at all.

Many young children of God are dlsturbed by this
question.. They feel the need of fellowsh1p with
other children of God. They therefore seek for the
True Church. They ask ‘Where is it?’’ ‘“What is
its name?’’" ‘‘Has it indeed no name?’’ ‘‘Are 1ts
members not entered in a Church register? !’ Surely
it is most important to belong to the True Church,,
which will be recognised by-the Head of the Church
when Hé.comes. It was for thisreason that thousands
went to Utah or mlgrated to Doctor Dowie, of Chicago,
because they believed that the True Church was to
be found there. But to the question, ‘‘Where, in
which place, is the Triie Church?’’ there is no reply
None of. the denominations on earth has the right to
call .itself the True Church, although members of
the True Church may be in most denominations.
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Originally things were not so uncertain as they are
to-day. There was only one Church. The Christians
were known. They were those who had turned from
heathenism or Judaism, and had followed the crucified
Nazarene. If the Apostle Paul wrote a letter ‘‘to the
Church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ,’’ or to the ‘‘Church of God,
which is in Corinth,’’ he could be certain that the
epistle would come into the right hands. That would
be impossible to-day. Nevertheless the True Church
exists.

Somebody once used the following illustration:
For some purpose or other a chain is laid across a
river from one bank to the other. Both ends of the
chain can be.seen, but the greater part is covered
with water. That is a picture of the Church of Christ.
In early times it would be visible; they, the Chris-
tians, were known. Men could say: ‘‘That is one of
those who left heathendom or Judaism, and has
followed the crucified Jesus of Nazareth.’’ In those
times to do so was associated with ‘reproach‘, con-
tempt, and personal danger. In process of time all
that has been altered. Millions to-day call them-
selves Christians who aré not really so. It has
become ‘impossible to find the True Church in this
vast mass. The-broad stream of the world has flowed
over the chain of the True Church, but it is still
there. It has never been rent in sunder. It shall
once again be seen when the Lord comes. Then His
Church shall once again be visible.

Characteristics of the True Church.

If the True Church cannot be pointed out in any
particuldr place at the present time, it has been
clearly described in the Scriptures, and can therefore
"be recognised by its characteristics.
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The New Testament significance of the -word
Church in numerous passages is the sum total of
all believers in this dispensation,e.g.,Matthew 16.18;
Ephesians 1. 22; 3. 10, 21; 5. 23-32; Colossians
1. 18, 24; Hebrews 2. 12; 12. 23; z.e., of all those
who have been called out of the world by God; who
have followed this call, and who have been made one
with Christ through faith inwardly and essentially.
Thus all believers on earth belong to this Church.

It is the Church of God ‘‘which He has purchased
with His own blood’’ (Acts'20. 28; 1 Cor. 1. 2), the
Body of Christ whose Head He Himself i is. It is no
popular or State Church, no Protestant or Catholic
Church, but the Church of God, the House of God,
the Temple of God. Its destiny is to be subject to
Christ (not to a man), as the wife to her husband
(Eph. 5. 23). No Pope, no Archbishop, no Eplscopal
Council, no ecclesiastical authority has the right
to make rules, laws, or statutes which could bind
the conscience of the believers. Her foundation and
her rule of life is God’s Word alone. This Church
is to be gathered out of Jew and Gentile in' the
present dispensation, which is the dispensation of
the Holy Ghost. This was the secret which had not
been revealed in earlier dispensations, and which was
revealed to the Apostle Paul. It was through him
that the resurrected and glorified Lord communicated
to.us His thoughts as to the composition of the True
Church, her relations, her service, and her destiny.
-In the Pauline epistles we therefore find those charac-
teristics by which the True Church may be recognised.

The State Church and the True Church.

When the Lord gavé me light on these truths it
shook me to the depths of my heart and revolutionised
my life.

G
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I was converted when I was barely fifteen years of
age. From that time on two things stood immovable
in my mind. 1st, The Bible in its entirety is a
revelation from God. 2nd, I must submit myself
unconditionally and at whatever cost to its teachings.

Meanwhile I was taught to read the Bible through
the spectacles of ‘‘Church Teaching,’’ and thus I
became a zealous pastor of the State Church, which
had taught me to distinguish between a visible and an
invisible Church, and to regard every effort which
had as its object the gathering of believers into a
visible assembly as sectarian.. Still, I had already
received too much knowledge of the truth to permit
me to be satisfied with the mere performance of my
official-duties. I preached the necessity of regenera-
tion and conversion, the knowledge and certainty of
salvation, the need of holiness, and gave myself
. especially to work among drunkards, while seeking
fellowship with the children of God.

In His wonderful grace God so ordained it that I
was gradually brought into touch with many simple
believers who had more light on scriptural truths
regardlng the Church of God, and were helpful to me
in digging deeper into the Scrlptures This took ten
years, for I held tightly to the ‘‘vain conversation
received by tradition from the fathers’’ (1 Peter
1.18). From the very start I felt it was a question of
my earthly existence, and only let go one thing after
another after much inward conflict. The Lord bore
me along with unending patience, and very gradually
led me step by step from orie new truth to another.

The Lord first of all set me free inwardly from the
system of the State Church. He showed me that
this system, although it calls itself a Church and its
officials pastors, has everywhere put human thoughts
and inventions in the place of divine order.
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. To take only one example. Before a theological
student is nominated for a pastorate it is presup-
posed that he has studied theology, that he has
passed his examinations, that he has an outwardly
honourable walk, and that he is a regular communi-
cant in the State Church. A candidate is never asked
whether he is converted. When elders are being
chosen 1 Timothy 3 is never laid down as containing
principles to be observed. The whole Church system
'is a mixture resembling only too exactly ‘the meal
leavened’’ with the evil principle of unbelief.

All this time I regarded the Church as a mere
mission field, but remained- in my office. It was
painful indeed to experience personally how the
State Church in its official organs hated and per-
secuted the gatherings of believers, but to bear this
seemed to me an honour. The Lord very graciously
brought about a revival in my congregation, from
which a scriptural assembly of nearly two hundred
believers rfesulted. I experienced great joy, and
devoted myself to the care of, and:fellowship with,
the believers in addition to my ‘‘official’’ duties.
Meanwhile the Lord showed me that the teaching and
practice of my ‘‘Church’’ stood in sharp opposition
to the Word of God in very. important points.

If I only- had been appointed to preach the Gospel
I could. have performed this service with a clear
conscience. As it was, I was compelled by reason
of my ecclesiastical office to baptise infants, confirm
young people, and administer holy commuhnion,
and, I could not hide from myself as I looked more
closely. into the Word of God that all this was un-
scriptural. For a long time I endeavoured to defend
infant baptism and to establish its title from the
Scriptures.

However, the more I studied the Word and com-
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menced to understand the act and significance ‘of
Baptism, the surer I became that baptism according
to the Scriptures is always associated with faith,
indeed can only take place on the ground of faith, so
that baptism performed on young infants is contrary
to the Scriptures and unlawful. I was also com-
pelled to recognise that the Apostolic Church knew
nothing of infant baptism. Everything which up
till that time I had thought or .taught about infant
baptism, as, for instance, that it was ‘‘the reception
into the covenant of grace,’”’ or that ‘‘thereby the
embryo of regeneration is laid in the young heart,’’
I had to let go as deceptive human imaginations.
I recognised that no one can become a Christian and
receive divine life by virtue of some outward act
performed upon him, but solely through faith, as a
consequence of which baptism must follow. _

I got on no better with Confirmation. As pastor
of the State Church I was obliged to receive into
the Church every year at Easter time some hundred
boys and glrls over whom I prayed and laid my
hands, declarmg them to be henceforth Christians,
responsible .for their own acts, and fully qualified
members of the Church. Yet I was fully convinced
that most of them, without true faith and inward
understanding, had uttered a.forced vow.

Although I had pomted out to the children” the
necessity of conversion, although I begged them
most earnestly rather not to be confirmed than to
come. into the presence of God with a lie, yet
ecclesiastical custom and parental pressure were too
strong, and with heavy heart and harassed conscience
I had to perform this act which is utterly contrary
to the Word and Spirit of God. ,

As pastor I had, moreover, to administer the
‘‘Sacrament of the Altar,’”’ ..., to give Holy
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Communion to all who approached the altar,
whether they were children of God or people of the
world, unrepentant sinners; mockers, or infidels.
Of course I warned them in the so-called Confession
of the misuse of this Church service, and pointed out
the result of eating and drinking unworthily. Then,
however; -in spite- of the fact that most of those
desirous of communicating were doing so as an
ecclesiastical ceremony, I had to -administer the
‘‘Sacrament’’ after prayer and calling upon the
Name of God. .Many of these poor deceived-souls
sought to find forgiveness of sins in the ‘‘Sacrament,’’
many expected to receive a mysterious inflow of
spiritual power, but most of them went through
with the ceremony in sheer 1nd1fference or as per-
forming some good work.

I came more and more to realise that, the-Lord
bequeathed this legacy to His disciples alone, to
those who are saved, so that with worshipful hearts
they . may remember H1m and show forth His death
until He comes. ‘The practice-of the State .Church
appeared to me to be a deplorable misconception and
a blasphemous abuse in which I could take part no
longer.

Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion are
necessary to the existence of the State Church. As
soon as it gives up infant baptisth and introduces
believers’ baptism, or only permits believers to take
the Lord’s Supper its dissolution must commence.
But, as has already.been said, the State Church is
not the Church of God, and however many believers
there may be in it the system is a human orie and
not of God,' therefore false, and one which has.
deceived untold numbers and hindered them from
being converted and understanding God’s thoughts
about His Church.
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According to Romans 14. 23 it would have been
sin for me to have continued in my ecclesiastical
office when once the grace of God had brought
me to a knowledge of the truth. I was therefore
compelled to resign my pastorate in 1905~ I did so
with confidence in the Lord, certain that He would
indicate to me the right place where I was to serve
Him, depending solely upon Himself and His Word.
Wondrously and gloriously did the Lord honour
this step taken in faith. Almost at the same time
as I left the State Church, and under a similar clear
guidance of God, the Bible School in Berlin was.
founded, and I was called to conduct it.

A Happy Field of Service.

Many of my former friends dlsapproved of the
step I had taken, and pitied- me for having left the
sphere of activity to be found in the State Church to
be now.hidden away in a corner,- in -their opinion.
But exactly the reverse has taken place.

Moreover, the privilege has been granted me of
‘being in fellowship with a gathering of believers
which is not separated from believers of other
denominations by man-made contrivances, but
stands open for all children of God who are sound
in doctrine and godly in their walk.

The influence of George Muller and Dr. Baedeker,
who have often ministered the Word there, has
preserved this meetmg from sectarian divisions and
taught it to recognise all true children of God as
members of the One Body who belong to one another,
and must- Serve one another’in love, humility, and
faithfulness.

How- Wonderful aré the leadmgs of God, how
adorable are His faithfulness and goodness! How
precious 'is the freedom of the children of God!
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Never a moment has come in my life when I
regretted having been obedient to the Word and the
Spirit of God, but instead I have had to marvel and
thank Him that He set me free from the yoke of
bondage to man, delivered me from false religious
forms, and put me into the service of the truth.

In this, His service, there are-of course continual
difficulties and trials of faith, even sorrow and
suffering, but it makes all the difference if one can
take it all from the Lord’s hand in the certainty that
it must work together for our good (Rom. 8. 28),
instead of feeling that the difficulties, disappoint-
ments, and sorrow are a result of a false position in
self-will towards the Word of God.

How many servants of God sigh over the fetters of
human laws and religious tradition, through which
they are hindered from: acting according to the con-
viction they have gained from the Word of God.
They are ‘‘consumed in the multitude of their own
ways,’ ’ and dissipate their strength without having
the joyous certamty of ﬁllmg their place ,according
to Ephesians 4 in the Church of God, in harmony with
the Word and Spirit of God.

May these lines prove a testimony to the faithful-
ness and mercy of God and be an encouragement to
us, realising our responsibility in.all' things, to
submit ourselves .unconditionally to the Word: of
God, and to go along our path of faith in childlike
trust in the'promises of God, so that the Lord may be
enabled to give ‘to others their place in the Church of
God, where with the whole body they, °‘speaking
the truth in love may grow up into Him in all things,
which is the Head, even Christ’’ (Eph. 4. 15).
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THE ‘TRUE CHURCH
A Spiritual Building.

By R. M‘ELHERAN, Ireland.

THERE are multitudes living in this twentieth
century belonging to one or other of the world’s
multiple religions to whom theé subject of this book
would be both perplexing and irksome. But to the
true child of God the theme is one of deepest interest.
Down through the centuries the contemplatlon of the
callmg and hope of the Church has given Heaven-
born joy to'thousands of the redeemed family of God
in spite of the trials and sufferings, even unto death,
through which many of them had to pass.

There is scarcely.a subject connected with Scripture
more perverted than that of the Church. One man
will tell you that the Greek Church is the True
Church, another that the Church of Rome is the
True Church, another again that the Church of
England is the True Church, a fourth that the
Presbyterian Church is the True Church. Others
will tell you that all these together, with the
various branches which havé proceeded from them,
form the True Church.

Only recently an eminent clergyman is reported
in an evangelical paper as haviilg stated in a public
meetmg that Christendom is the Church. It would
e truer to say that Christendom is Babylon! ' To
many persons ‘ ‘the Church’” is a rellglous building.
The phrase ‘‘Going to Church’’ is' the proof.
A well-known author, writing on this subj ect, says:
‘“The word Church has suffered very much from tlie
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hands of men, strangely but frequently it has been
used to designate a mass of brick and mortar.
Ecclesia, a chosen-assembly, has actually, by natural
debasement of the tongue of priests come down to
mean a building. By no possible construction can
it mean any such thing. A more debased use of a
divine term than that can scarcely be found.’’

Another familiar expression is that of ‘‘Joining
the Church,’’ by which is meant becoming a member
of some particular denomination. ‘‘I belong to Mr.
So-and-so’s Church’’ are words often heard. Such
expressmns reveal a sad lack of knowledge regarding
that Church of which Christ is the Head, and against
which '‘ ‘the gates of Hell shall not prevail.”’

It must be obvious that where there are so many
conflicting systems and different opinions all cannot
possibly be right. Indeed, it may be, sa1d of the True
Church, ‘‘The world knoweth it not.’’

In this connection we would draw the reader’s
attention to an expression now becoming very
common, but one very misleading, we refer to the
phrase ‘‘Jewish Church.’’* The teaching of
Judaised Christianity, which fails to perceive the
distinction between -Israel .and the Church, has
begotten the huge religious denominations of Chris-
tendom, beclouding the minds of many true children
of God, and is deluding multitudes of men and
women into the belief that they were made children
of God by christening and confirmation, or were so
even by .virtue of their parentage. These last are
supposed to be Christians from their birth, and
become members of the Church through the initial
rite of sprinkling, a'lthough they know nothing by
experience of being ‘‘born again’.’’

* Stephen once calls Israel ‘‘the Church in the wilderness,’’ but this
is clearly an exceptional usage, as may be at once seen if the constitution of
‘Israel is compared with that of the New Testament Church.
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Educating an unregenerate soul to live like a.child
-0of God does not make him a child of God, but only
an imitation. Indeed, there is probably nothing
more common in the world to-day than deception,
and there is no form of deception more dangerous
than self-deception, especially when it concerns
our eternal destiny.

The Lord’s Solemn Warning.

This is of vital importance, for we know from the
teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ that there are
many who think they are on ‘the way to Heaven
when they are on the way to Hell. In the Sermon on
the Mount He said: ‘“Enter ye in at the strait gate,
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go
in thereat. Because strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it. Many will say to Me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name?
and in Thy Name have cast out devils? and in Thy
Name done many wonderful works? And then will
I profess unto them, I never knew you ; depart: from
Me, ye that work iniquity’’ (Matt. 7. 13, 14, 22, 23)..

It is deeply solemn to notice that the many re-
ferred to by our Lord in verse 22 were professedly
His servants. They called Him Lord, they pro-
phesied in His Name, they cast out devils (demons)
in His Name, and in His ‘Name they did many
wonderful works. Who will say that the words of
our Lord do not apply to unmregenerate preachers?
To whom might be applied with equal force an old
term of the second century, which meant, ‘‘Christ-
traffickers,’’ people who make merchandise of Christ.
In Apostolic days. there were ‘‘false apostles, de-
ceitful workers, transforming themselves into the
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Apostles of Christ. And no marvel, for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel of light. There-
fore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works’’ (2 Cor. 11.
13-15). _

Seeing that such men existed in the days of the
Apostles, is it not to be'feared that the number of
unconverted young men in the present day who in
many instances have been pushed forward by ambi-
tious.parents to become ministers is far from small?

Robert Murray M‘Cheyne, in his diary, writes:
‘“ ‘Have been laying much to heart the absolute
necessity laid upon the Church of sending the Gospel
to our dead parishes during the life of the present
incumbents. It is confessed that many of our
ministers do not preach the Gospel, alas, because
they know it not. Yet they have complete control
over their own pulpits, and may never suffer the
truth to be heard there during their whole incum-
bency. And yet our Church consigns these parishes
to their tender mercies for perhaps fifty years without
a sigh!” So deep were his feelings on this matter that
a friend relates of him -that as they rode together
through a parish where the pastor ‘clothed himself
with the wool, but fed not the flock,’ he knit his brow
and raised his hand with vehemence as he spoke of
the people left to perish under such a minister.’’*

The late William John Patton, author of ‘‘Pardon
and Assurance,’’ said : ‘“There are persons who do not
profess to be Christians, but are honest and truthful
and noble enough not to tell.a’'lie. With all their
faults they say: We won't tell a lie. How they put
to shame persons who go to the Lord’s Table and take
the bread.and wine, and thereby declare that they

*Mémoir by _fhe late ANDrREW A. BoxAR, D.D.
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take Christ, when they know very well it is a lie!
And how they put to shame ministers who not merely
go to the Lord’s Table, but presume to preside at it,
and get into the pulpit, and profess to teach others
the way to Heaven when they know very well that
‘they have never travelled it themselves, and know
nothing about it.”’ He adds: “‘TI know very well
that no matter what care is taken some unworthy
men will'get into the ministry. There was a Judas
even among the Apostles. But surely we are re-
sponsible for all lawful means. And is not this of
all matters the most important? What is the use of
learnmg and talent in a minister if he has not grace?
He is only a learned hater of God, a talented servant
of the devil, an accomplished child of wrath,.an
amiable heir of Hell, an unconverted mlnlster
What a lifelong hypocrisy, pretending to tell others
the road to Heaven -and not knowing it himself !
Oh, the meanness of it, the shabbiness of it, the dis-
honesty of it! It would be nobler far to break stones-
on the roadside.’’ *

A friend of the writer has told him that ‘‘the
necessity of a second birth was never mentioned to.
her by any clergyman during her long life of over.
eighty years.’” Another friend, who is over seventy
yedrs of age, has' the same sad story to tell. Is
1t 'any wonder that convérsions are unheard of in
many congregations ?

An eminent preacher once'said: “The great soul
I cry for is a man who will preach to the preachers,
who will convert the pulpit.’’ But where is there a
man on earth to-day.who will deal faithfully with
unregenerate ministers? While many missions have
been held in many parts of- the world during the

* ¢¢ Pardon and Assurance '! biographical sketch-of the author, page 17
Ninth Edition. -* (Oliphants, 'Ltd. )
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past and present century, yet it is truly rémarkable
how seldom we hear of a minister’s conversion!
This. is unspeakably sad, because many of them
m1ght be likened unto the scribes ‘and Pharisees of
old, concerning whom the Lord Jesus said, ‘‘Ye
shut up the kingdom of Heaven against men: for ye
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that
are entering to go in’’ (Matt. 23. 13). We know such
statements are not popular, but they are true, there-
fore we. must not restrain our pen because there are
some people who do not like to hear theé truth. It
has been said: ‘‘The thief likes dogs that do not
bark and watchmen that give no alarm.’”” When
unregenerate souls are aroused blessing very often
follows.

Gordon Furlong used to illustrate this by a story
of two Scottish elders who were so annoyed by the
direct preaching of the laymen in the Revival that
they made personal complaint to the Presbytery, and
represented the case to the Moderator, saying:
‘““They preach to a. set they call saints, and we are
not of them ; and then to a set they call sinners, and
as elders we are not of them.’ In the end, however,
it was suggested by the Presbytery that as these
two friends were neither saints nor sinners they
should resign from eldership. The two went home in
-dismay, the work progressed, and in a few years
afterwards one of the elders, who had become truly
converted, made his apology.’’—Frank H. White.

‘‘Remember,’’ says Samuel Ruthérford, ‘‘many
go far on and reform many things, and can find tears,
as Esau did ; and suffer hunger for the truth, as Judas
did; and wish and desire the end of the.righteous,
as Balaam did; and profess fear, and fight for
the Lord, as Saul did; and desire the saints of God
to pray for them, as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did;
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and prophesy and speak of Christ, as Caiaphas did;
and walk softly and mourn for fear of judgments, as
Ahab did; and put away gross sins and idolatry, as
Jehu did ; and hear the Word of God gladly, as Herod
did; and yet all these are but like gold in click and
colour, and are watered brass and base metal.’’
All this goes to show how far men may go, and yet
not belong to either the family of God, the Kingdom
of God, or the Church of God!

Sad to say, there are. many earnest souls in this
highly favoured- land being deceived by doctrines,
based on human reasoning,regarding a ‘ ‘regeneration”
supposed to have taken place in infancy. This is.

Satan’s Masterpiece of Soul Deception,

and is the great root-evil of the vast religious systems"
of Christendom. Both those who teach that infants
are made children of God by having water sprinkled
by ministerial hands upon their foreheads, and those
who affirm that men-and women are children of God
by virtue of one or both their parents being Chris-
tians, are alike helping Satan in his fiendish work.
It is greatly to be regretted that some ministers who
wish to be regarded as evangelical in their 'views are
found constantly  propagating these errors. Their
actions in this connection are much akin to that of
the captain of the pirate ship who always carried two
flags, and hoisted whichever flag shited the occaSiop.

In order to rightly understand our subject we
must not allow ourselves to be guided by any of the
present-day new theories, nor by high-sounding
phrases concerning traditions, nor by the writingsof
the early fathers, who as' all candid scholars admit,
disagree amongst themselves in their interpretation
of the Scriptures, as do theologians of the present
century. Let us turn away from'the flickering light
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of human dogmas, opinions, and lifeless traditions
of an apostate Church to the Word of God, the Holy
Scriptures. In doing'so it will be seen that the ﬁrst
allusion found therein regarding the Church was made
by the Lord Jesus Christ as recorded in Matthew
16. There He speaks of it as yet future. As a well-
known author puts it: ‘‘He does not say I have
built, or I am building, but I wiLL BuILD.’’

We would: emphasise this fact, because of the
erroneous idea that exists in the minds.of some who
think, and teach, that the Church existed in Old
Testament times, and that the Church of the present
dlspensatlon is a development of the former, the words
“‘Church in the wilderness’’ (Acts 7. 38), already.
referred to, are quoted in support of this theory.

The thought of the Church as revealed in the New
Testament was completely hid (hid in .God) under
the Old Covenant. It is ‘‘the mystery,’’ ‘‘which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,
as it is now revealed unto His holy Apostles and
Prophets by the Spirit. That the Gentiles should be
fellow-heirs, and of the same Body, and partakers of
His promise in Clirist by the Gospel’’ (Eph. 3. 5, 6).

In the Old Testament Scriptures, after the Exodus,
we read of two classes on the earth, the people
of Israel and the Gentile nations. These {wo classes
embraced the whole human family upon the earth.
But when we come to the epistles of the New
Testament we read of three distinct ‘classes of
people, i.e., ‘‘Jews, Gentiles, and the Church of
God’’ (1 Cor. 10. 32).

The Jews.

It is not-our purpose to enter into the matter of
Jewish history further than to say that the term
“‘Jews’’ embraces the old covenant earthly people
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of God, the seed of Abraham, to whom God gave
special promises of earthly blessings, having relation-
ship and privileges attached thereto, which applied
to no other nation; yet after the death of King
Solomon their wickedness and departure' from God
became so great that predicted judgments fell upon
them, and they were carried away captlve into -the:
land of Assyria and Babylon.- Although a remnant
of them was afterwards allowed to return to Jerusa-
lem and rebuild the temple, yet from that time on-
wards they were under Gentile rule, first to the
Persians, then to the Greeks, and afterwards to the
Romans, under whose yoke they were at the time of
the Messiah’s birth.

The writings of the four Evangelists testify how
the vast majority of this same people despised and
rejected their long-looked-for Messiah, and joined
with the Gentiles in putting Him to death.. ‘‘For of a
truth against Thy holy child - Jesus, whom Thou hast
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were gathered
together’’ (Acts 4. 27). These Scriptures are sufficient
to show that tle Church of which we write was not

the Jewish nation,
e Jewish nation. ., ~ontiles.

All outside of Israel were included in the term
Gentiles. At the'time of Israel’s captivity national
power fell into the hands of ‘the Gentiles, yet they
remained outside the covenants.of promise made. to
Israel. The Apostle Paul, when reminding the saints
at Ephesus of their condition before their conversion
to God descrlbes them as being ‘‘alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without
God in the world’’ (Eph. 2. 12, r.V.).

Thus we see the Gentiles were not the Church:
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The Church is something unique, being composed
of true believers, who have been called out from
amongst Jews and Gentiles, and concerning whom
we read: ‘‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus’’ (Gal.

3. .
3-125) The Church.

How important it is to distinguish between the
calling of Israel and of the Church. . These are con-
tinually confounded, although quite distinct, as
the Scriptures show.

It was after the Lord Jesus had been rejected -by
the people of Israel that He began to unfold to His
disciples the mystery of the Church, when Peter
confessed Him, saying: ‘“Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but My Father which is in Heaven. And I say
also unto thee, that thou art Pefer; and upon this
rock I will bu1ld My Church, and the gates of Hell
shall not prevail against it’’ (Matt. 16. 16-18). Here
the Lord Jesus uses two Greek words, pefros and
petra: ‘I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter
(Petros) ; and upon this rock (petra) I will.build
My Church.’’ Although both words are from the same
root they have different meanings. Petros, meaning
a stone, like the name of the Apostle, while petra
signifies a rock. The foundation.upon which the
Church is built is a Rock-foundation, Christ Himself
is that foundation. . ‘For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’’
(1Cor. 3. 11). The Apostles and Prophets are spoken
é6f as ‘‘a foundation’’ in Ephesw.ns 2. 20, but in
another sense, and. in any case, subsidiary to Christ.

H
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In the first chapter of John’s Gospel we read that
the Lord Jesus said unto Peter: ‘‘Thou art Simon
the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas', which’
is by.interpretation, a stone’’ (John 1.42). Peter was
a stone on the Rock-foundation. All who have been
regenerated are lively (living) stones in the building.

When a Jew became converted to God he was

added to the Church of God, and so with a Gentile
when he-became converted to God. Thus we see the
Church of God is not a building of men’s hands, but
it is a spiritual building composed only of saved
people.
" A converted Irish lassie when asked by a minister
if she had been to Church, replied: ‘“Why, don’t
you know I am a stone % the bu11d1ng ? I am never
out of the Church >’ Are youastone in the building ?
If not, rno matter what denomination you may
belong to, you do not belong to the Church of God.

There is Only One Church,

One Body, of which Christ is the Head (Col. 1. 18).
To this One Body all #rue believers belong. ‘‘For
by one Spirit are we all baptised into One Body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 'whether we be bond
or free’” (1 Cor. 12. 13).

In Apostolic times the Church in its local aspect
was composed of believers: ‘‘All that believed were
’cogether (Acts 2. 44). ‘‘And of the rest durst no
man join himself to them. And believers were the
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and
women” (Acts 5. 13, 14).

It is worthy to note that wherever the word Church
occurs in Scripture it never bears any denorninational
title, and all the names given in the Word to the
Lord’s people include all who-are saved, e.g., * ‘Chil--
dren of God’’ (John I1. 52); ‘‘Believers’’ (Acts
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5. 14); ‘‘Christians’’ (Acts 11. 26); ‘‘Disciples’’
(Acts 20. 7); ‘‘Saints’’ (Rom. 1. 7); ‘‘Brethren”’
(Acts 14. 2; 15. 1 and 3, etc.).

The Christians at Corinth were rebuked by the
Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul for adapting
other names. ‘‘Now I beseech you, brethren, . . .
that there be no divisions among you. Now this I
say, every one of you saith, I am of Paul, and I of
Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? was -Paul crucified for you? or. were you
baptised in the name of Paul?’’ (1 Cor. 1. 10, 12, 13).
““For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I
am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?’’ (1 Cor. 3. 4).

If it were wrong for the believers at Corinth to
take sectarian names, it surely cannot be right
for believers to do so now. ‘‘Don’t call yourselves
Lutherans,’’ said Martin Luther. ‘‘Who is Luther
but a miserable bag of dust and ashes?” Call your-
selves ‘Christians’ after Him who died for you!’’

When some one suggested to George Whitfield
that he ought to form a new-sect, he replied:

‘* Let sects and names and parties fall,
And Christ alone be Lord of all.’’

In the world to-day there are numerous sects,
but when these are looked for within the pages’ of
inspired Church history, the Holy Scriptures, -they
cannot .be found. While this is so, there are
undoubtedly some in these various sects who are
really born agam and therefore belong to the True
Church, but it is greatly to be feared that very,
very many do not even profess to have experienced
this necessary and radical change.

All True Christians are Double -Born.

‘“Where-were you born?’’ said an English bishop
to Summerfield. ‘‘In Dublin and Liverpool,”’
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he answered. ‘“Were you born in two places?’’
said the bishop. ‘‘Art thou a master in Israel, and
knowest not these things?’’ replied Summerfield.

‘““Robert Ferguson, a converted Scotsman, en-
tered a Glasgow tramcar which was fairly well
filled. Having a difficulty in finding a seat, a gentle-
man at the front end of the car beckoned him to take
a vacant space next to him, remarking as Robert
sat down, ‘Man, you have a typical Scotch face.’
‘So I should,’ replied Robert, ‘for I was born
twice in Scotland.” ‘When giving his testimony he
never fails to tell his hearers that he is a double-born
Scotsman, having been borf1 twice, the first time in
Penpont and the second time at his own fireside at
195 Wolseley Street, Glasgow; and he invgyiably
adds that he is going to spend eternity with a people
gathered out of ‘-eve_ry kindred, and tongue, and
people and nation,’ all redeemed to God by the
precious Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ’’ (Rev. 5.
9).—J. Gray, in' The Herald of Salvation.

Now, with regard to salvation, it cannot be too
plainly enforced that it depends, not on anything
the sinner can do, but on a work which.the Lord
Jesus Christ has already done, a work by virtue of
which God ‘‘might be just, and the Justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3. 26).

To this the following Scriptures bear witness:
““Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and
that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His Name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem’’ (Luke 24. 46, 47).

‘“Be it known .unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through this ' Man 1is preached
unto you forgiveness of sins: and by Him all
that believe are justified from .all things, from
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which ye could not be justified by the law of
Moses’” (Acts 13. 38, 39).

Declared in the House of Commons.

In concluding this article we wish to commend to
the serious attention of all tle following  weighty
words once preached before the English House of
Commons: ,

“‘Christ is the Way: men without Him are Cains,
wanderers, vagabonds. He is the Truth: men with-
out Him are liars, like'the devil of old. He is the
Life: men without Him are dead in trespasses and sins.
He is the Light: men without Him are in darkness,
and go they know not whither. He'is the Vine: men
that are not in Him are withered branches prepared
for the fire. - He is the Rock: men not built on Him
are carried away with the flood. He is the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Author
and the Ender, the Founder and the Finisher
of our Salvation: he that hath not Him hath neither
beginning of good nor shall have end of misery.
Oh, blessed Jesus, how much better were it not to
be than to be without Thee; never to be born than
not to die in Thee!- A thousand Hells come short
of this, eternally to want Jesus Christ.’’—‘‘Owen’s
Works,’’ vol. 8, p. 36 (Johnson’s Edition).

‘‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under Heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved’’ (Acts 4. 12).
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THE TRUE CHURCH
Which is ‘ His Body.”
By W. J. M‘CLURE, United States, America.

‘““THERE 1s ONE Bopy.’’ This is the first of seven
unities which we get in Ephesians 4. 4-6, and it is a
most important truth that should be kept well to the
front in these days, when that which we find con-
demned by God in 1 Corinthians 3. 4, in its incipient
stage, is now gloried in, as if it were according to
His ‘mind.

‘“There is One Body'’ comes as a rebuke to the
thought. which finds expression in the oft-repeated
question: ‘“To what body do you belong?’’. As if
there were more than One Body. The fact of Oxne
glorified Head in Heaven should lead us to hold fast
to the truth of One Body on the earth.

The Church as the Body of Christ had no existence,
save in the purpose of (zod; before Pentecost. It was
‘‘the mystery which hath been hid in God.’’ When
Christ was glorified as the risen Head, then the Holy
Spirit was sent down to add the members to Him,
and on the day of Pentecost the Church came into
beig. Its Unique Character.

Never in the past do we findJew and Gentile on
an equality. Nor will they be on an equality in the
millennial age. The Gentile will be blessed through
the Jew, but the Jew will have the chief place. But
see what is.true in the Church: ‘‘To wit, that the
Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the
Body, and fellow-partakers of His promise in Christ
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Jesus through the Gospel’’ (Eph. 3. 6, R.v.). This
is one of the triumphs of the Cross: ‘“That He might
reconcile-both unto God in One Body by the Cross,
having slain the enmity thereby’’ (Eph. 2. 16).

The Members of the Body.

‘“‘Now ye are the Body of Christ, and members in
particular’’ (1 Cor. 12. 27). It is well that we should
note of whom these words are spoken and get a good
hold of their scope. ‘‘Unto the Church of God which
is at ‘Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every
place call upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
both theirs and ours’’ (chap. 1. 2). Here we see that
all who know our Lord Jesus, no matter where found,
or by what name they may be known among men,
are members of the One Body. They may be found
amid the darkness of the Greek or Roman Catholic
Churches. Yet they are linked up with all who
believe in Christ, in that wonderful work which God
is now engaged upon, the One Body.

How they Became Members of the Body.

Some to whom the Apostle Paul wrote, ‘‘Ye are
the Body of Christ, and members in particular,”’
had been religious and cultured, as for instance,
Crispus, the chief ruler of the Synagogue (Acts 18. 8),
but others belonged to the utterly irreligious' and
ungodly classes. But he can say of them all, ‘‘But-
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye .are
justified’’ (1 Cor. 6. 11).

In chapter 10. 17 we read: ‘‘For we being many
are one bread (loaf) and One Body, for we are all
partakers of that one bread (loaf).’”’ The many
grains .of wheat could never become one loaf save
through: the power of bruising or grinding. Now in
Isaiah '28. 28 and 53. 10 the bruising is used .as a
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figure of the Cross, when Christ was ‘‘bruised for eur
iniquities.’’ It was on the ground of the Cross then
that these Corinthians were brought into the One
Body. As the grinding prepares the flour, so the
bruising of the Cross prepares the members. |

1 Corinthians 11 gives us the loaf as a type or
symbol of the perfect humman Body of Christ. The
10th chapter gives us it as representing the mystical
Body of Christ: He the Head and we the members.
Indeed both thoughts are in chapter 10. 17. We have
in it, too, that which represents faith in the Lord
Jesus. Those words, ‘“We are all partakers of that
one bread (Christ),’’ tell how we made Christ our
own by faith, just as a hungry man appropriates the
food set before him. And it was just as absolutely
necessary for us thus to receive Christ by faith as it
was necessary for Him to die upon the Cross. And
when we made Him our own by faith we became one
with Him for ever. But for-the formation of the One
Body another thing was necessary, namely, the
Spirit baptism.- ‘“For in one Spirit were we all
baptised into One Body.’’ This happened the very
instant that we believed on Christ as. our own
personal Saviour. What is said of the sealing of
the Spirit is just as true of this. ‘‘After that ye
believed ye were sealed,’’ or as it ought to read,
‘“‘Having believed, ye were sealed.’’ Not a fraction
of a second of time intervened between our trusting
Christ and our being put into the Body.

And this Spirit baptism is never repeated. Bap-
tism is into the Body, so before we could have it
repeated we must have become separated from the
Body. And this is something which can never be.
It was sovereign grace which put us there, and- that
same grace will maintain us there. Romans 8. 35-39
applies most.assuredly here.
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Before we look at the practical application of this
truth I would just like to restate three things which
we have in these Scriptures, 1 Corinthians 10. 17
and 12. 13. First, we have the death of Christ ; this
is the sure foundation on which God can display such
amazing grace to those who deserve only wrath.
Secondly, the personal reception of Christ by faith
on the part of the sinner. And, thirdly, baptism
in the Holy Spirit, by which we were put into that
which is God’s great masterpiece of grace, °‘the
Church, which is His Body."’

This, then, is God’s way, and the only way in
which to become a member of the Church of God. We
remember when we used to.repeat those words: ‘‘In
my baptism, wherein I was made a' member of
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the King-
dom of Heaven:’’ But it was not true. Never until
as lost sinners we turned to Christ as Saviour did we
enter that Church which Christ loved and died for.

The Practical Application of this Truth.

There is no -truth unpractical, all truth learned
from God will influence our lives. But there are
-few truths that would have such an effect as this
truth were it to lay hold of our hearts. We read in
1 Corinthians 12. 25, ‘“That the members should have
the same care one for another.’’ The sad results of
the divided state of the Church on earth is seen
in nothing more plainly than in the way the
sympathies of God’s people get narrowed up to
those with whom they associate, and who see and
appreciate the same truths. It is true that some
of the members are united with .much from which
the Word of God .would have them separated. It
is also. true that agreement as to the truth forms
a wonderful bond of sympathy between believers,
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but surely all who know these truths may well be
humbled because of their little love to the whole
family of God. All are dear to Him, and all have
cldims upon us. May we have grace to know how
to meet those claims.

‘“THERE 1S ONE Bopy.’’ When this truth is ap-
prehended by the Christian he cannot consistently
hold a membership in any other, as that would be
a practical denial of the truth. He cannot be a
member of anything whose membership is short of
the whole Body of Christ. All the systems of men
fail in two ways. They fail to include all believers,
or they include other than believers.

No one who forms part of a company of behevers
who gather in the simple way found in the Word of
God would, if intelligent, ever speak of himself as
a member of .that company, or assembly, much less
will he speak of himself as a member of such-and-such
a building. ' Christian membership is. of the Body
of Christ, and of nothing else.

Gathering to Christ as Lord and Head.

Each member of that Body depends for every-
thing on the one Head, and ought to gather to Him as
their Lord. To illustrate this I wish to refer to two
passages. (1) ‘‘From whomi the whole Body fitly
joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of
the Body unto the edifying of itself in love’’ (Eph.
4.16). (2) ‘‘And not holding the head from which all
the body by joints and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the
increase of God.’’ (Col. 2. 19). All ministry flows
down from Christ as Head by the Spirit through the
members, as He may see fit to use them. So to set
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up any order that would interfere with His liberty
to minister through the members is to rob the body
of the nourishment that it needs. ‘‘Not holding-the
Head.’” In connection with the assembling of
believers to remember the Lord in the breaking of
bread and for mutual edification and worship, to
all mere human arrangements, such as having an
official minister or leader to conduct the service,
these words are a rebuke. Such arrangements put
our Lord Jesus out of His true -place. And be the
gathering large or small, He should have His right
place as Centre and Lord.

It has been said that in 1 Corinthians 12 we have
the Body in the machinery of its working; in chapter
13 the oil to make it work smoothly, and in chapter
14 the actual working of the body in healthy exercise.
And in spite of all the failure that has come into the
Church these Scriptures are still the pattern and
guide. Christians are still responsible to ‘‘hold the
Head.’’- This requires, however, not only that we
should own the truth, endeavour to give Christ His
place, and refuse any order that would rob Him of
it, but also that we should maintain.such a spiritual
condition as will enable us rightly to discharge the
functions of members of the Body, for His glory and
the good of the Body ; otherwise weakness rather than
help will result.

The Presentation of the Body.

We will now briefly consider how the body is pre-
sented to us in the Epistles to the Ephesians and
Colossians. There is a certain sumlarlty, but a
characteristic difference, between this presentation
in the two Epistles. In Ephesians the emphasis .is
on the Body, in Colossians it is on the Head.

““And hath put all things under His feet, and gave
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Him to be Head over all things to the Church,

which is His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all’’ (Eph. 1. 22, 23). I want you to notice
the word ‘‘fulness.’’ It is a wonderful word to be
used in connection with poor sinners in their relation
to Christ. It means that which is required to make
perfect or to complete a thing. We then are looked
at here as the complement of Christ; as necessary to
Christ. Well does this suit the Eplstle which speaks
of the ‘‘exceeding riches of His grace,’’ and in which
grace is always spoken of in the superlative degree.

Complete in Christ.

““For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him
‘which is the Head of all principality and power’’
(Col. 2. 9, 10).

That word “complete” is a kindred word to the
word ‘‘fulness,’’ .and gives us the same thought,
only now it is Christ who is the complement of the
Body as its Head. What a Head to have! Weread
in chapter 2. 3 of that Head : ‘‘In whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’’ And all this
is for the Body. In Ephesians we are by wondrous
grace made necessary to Christ; that by means of
us He may display His wisdom and His grace to all
created intelligences. In Colossians Christ is seen
to be necessary to us for the supply. of all our needs
as His Body. In other words, we are the complement
of each other.

Before such grace we may well bow in adoring
worship. And in the -measure that we enter into
the reality of it we will be able to bless Him that
we were ever born to be thus linked up as believers
with the Lord of Glory in this marvellous organism,
‘‘the C_hurch which.is His Body.’’
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Ere we close we would ask the reader of this paper
the solemn and important question: Are you ‘‘born
again?’’ If not, you must be

A Stranger to All

we have been speaking about. And by being ‘‘born
again’’ we do not mean: Have you been baptised,
either as an infant or as an adult? Nor: Have you
joined the Church and taken the communion? You
may have done all these things arid yet not have been
born again. If you have been born again, then there
was a time in your life when as a guilty sinner you
trusted in Christ. If there has been no such time
you are yet without Christ.and without hope. DBut
if the one who reads these lines is conscious of bemg
lost and guilty in the sight of God, now is the time,
before laying down this book, to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ. ‘‘The wages of sin is death, > and ‘‘all
have sinned,’’ but it is written, ‘“While we were
yet sinners Christ died for us.’’ The sentence against
your sin was carried out on Him. God was satisfied,
and in proof of this raised Him from the dead, and
seated Him at His own right hand. His word to you
now is: ‘‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved’’ (Acts 16. 31). ‘‘For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
liave everlasting life’” (John 3. 16). ‘‘He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him’’ (John 3. 36).
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THE TRUE CHURCH.

The Church of the Living God.

By V. NAGEL, Twenty-Two Years a
Missionary in India.

I HAVE often heard Christians using the expression,
““The Visible Church’’ and ‘‘The Invisible Church.’’
Though there is some truth underlying these terms,

in general they are misleading, and can hardly be
based on the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. For
the Church of Christ on earth consists of living men,
and as men are not invisible the Church cannot be
either. There is, however, a real distinction in the
Bible with regard to’ the way in. which the word
Church is used. Comparing all passages where the
word occurs I find, first, that in a number of -places
it stands for the whole Church of Christ as one,
including every true Christian anywhere in the
universe ; second, that there is another large number
of passages which refer to a part of the whole Church
only, namely, to a number of Christians rightly
united as such in the same locality. . This being a
fact, I believe that we are on Biblical ground when
we speak of the Church in two ways, namely, ““The
Church Universal’’ and ‘‘The Church Local.’’

The Church Universal.

This is referred to in the following passages:
‘“Upon this rock (the rock is Christ Himself) will I
build My Church, and the gates of Hell shall not
prevail against it’’ (Matt. 16. 18).

“‘God gave Christ to be the Head over all things
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to the Church, which is His Body, the fulness of
Him, that filleth all in all’’ (Eph. 1. 22, 23).

“‘Christ is the Head of the Church. . Christ
also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that
He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washmg
of water by the Word’’ (Eph. §. 25, 26).

Ye are come to the ‘‘Church of the firstborn,
which are written in Heaven’’ (Heb. 12. 22, 23).

“‘God has set some in the Church; first, apostles;
secondly, prophets ; thirdly, teachers” (1 Cor. 12. 28).
. Any spiritually minded man can easily see that
these passages are not limited to Christians of any
particular time, or district, or creed, but include
all true believers in Christ in the past, present, and
future, .whether young or old, whether strong or
weak, whether united to a denomination or not.
Thus, wherever there is a true believer there is a
part of the Church Universal, for which Christ died,

again, and sitteth on the right hand of God.

Who are Members of the True Universal
Church?

In several of the passages quoted abové the Church
is called the Body of Christ, He himself being. the
Head. These words evidently point to the human
body as representing a figure of the Church, which is
of the highest importance in deciding the question
who are members of it. The following are some of
the solemn truths which we can learn about True
Church membershlps by considering the connection
between a human body and its head.

1. All the members of a body are in life connec -
tion ‘with the head. The same essence of life which
flows through the head flows through every member,
however great or however insignificant. The con-
nection between Christ and every true member of
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His Church is the same. It is a connection of the
same life. Christ’s own spiritual life is that of each
true believer also. This truth is not only clearly
suggested by this figure of the bedy, but it is also
most emphatically taught in plainest words. ‘‘God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He that hath the Son, hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life’’ (1 John 5.
11, 12). “‘Christ, who is our life’’ (Col. 3. 4).
‘I am the Vine, ye are the branches.’’ (It is the
same sap of life which flews® through a vine and
its branches ) ‘I live; yet not I, but Chrlst liveth
in me’’ (Gal. 2. 20).

Therefore anyone who does not know in experience
what it is to be in spiritual life connection with
Christ is no member of His True Church, though
he'may be baptised, live a moral life, and receive
communion.’ .

2. The human body is contlnually supplied by
the head with its needed food, for it is through the
mouth, which is seated in the head, that all food
gets into the body. So it is with the members of
Christ’s spiritual Body, His, Church. They are
continually supplied with their necessary spiritual
nourishment by Christ Himself.

‘‘He nourisheth and cherisheth it’’ (Eph. 5. 29).
“‘T am the Bread of Life; he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst’’ (John 6. 35). Therefore anyone who does
not know experlmentally what it is to be fed in his
soul by Christ Himself is not a member in His Body,
the True Church.

3. The head is the; seat of.the senses of sight,
hearing, and scent for all the members of the
body. So is Christ to His Body, the Church, and
anyone who does not know by experience what it
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is to have spiritual sight, hearing, and scent in
living connection with the personal Christ is not a
member of His Body, the Church. ‘‘The Lord is my
light and my salvation’’ (Psa. 27. 1). ‘‘My sheep
hear My voice’’ (John 10. 27).

4. The head, through brains and nerves, exercises
a most wonderful direct control over all the
members of the body. So does Christ over every
member in His Body, the True Church, and there-
fore anyone who knows nothing in personal experience
of being guided, controlled; and instructed within
by the living Christ Himself cannot be a member of
the True Church. ‘‘He goeth before them, and the
sheep follow Him’’ (John 10. 4).

5. The members of a body are most wonderfully
connected not only with the head, but also with
one another; and according to the direct control
from the head they are subject to one another .and
serve one another. So are the true members of
Christ’s Body, the Church, and anyone who does
not know what it is to be lovingly tied and drawn
within to the trueé children of God cannot be a
member of the True Church. ‘“We know that we
-have passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren. He that loveth not abideth in death’’
(1 John 3. 14).

How to become a Member in the True Church.

To answer this question let us again refer to the
figure of the human body. Let us ask: How did any
member, ¢.¢., an ear, an eye, etc., become a living
member in a living body? - The answer is very
simple. By birth, and by birth only. There was
and is no other way. Well, it is exactly so with the
Body of Christ. A new spiritual birth is needed to
become a member, nothing less and nothing more;

I



122 THE TRUE CHURCH.

a birth through which the sinful child of Adam
becomes in divine reality a ‘‘new creation in Christ
Jesus.”’ ‘‘Except a man be born again he cannot
see the Kingdom of God’’ (John 3. 3). ‘‘Created in
Christ Jesus’’ (Eph. 2. 10). “‘If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed
away, behold all things are become new’’ (2 Cor.
5. 17). -

How is this new birth effected? According to
God’s Word it is a threefold process.

1. {‘Repentance toward God.’’ A tumrning of
the heart from self-righteousness, the love of sin, and
the love of the world, and from false religion -as well,
in order to seek ‘God and His righteousness (see
Mark 1. 15). ‘“The Kingdom of God is at hand;
repent, ye, and believe the Gospel’’ (compare also
Acts 17. 30 and 20. 21).

2. Personal acceptance of the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Son of God, the crucified, risen, and
exalted only Saviour {see John 1. 12, 13). ‘‘But
as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His Name; which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.”’

3. Receiving the Holy Spirit (see Acts 19. 2).
“‘Did ye receivé the Holy Spirit when ye believed ?”’
R.v.). ““We are His witnesses, . . . and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that
obey Him’’ (Acts 5. 32). That is, obey Him by
accepting Jesus as the Messiah and Saviour, which
the Jews refused to do. ‘‘Having believed, ye were
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise’’ (Eph. 1. 13,
R.V.). “‘If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he
is none of His’’ (Rom. 8. 9).

Whilst this process is clearly a threefold one, the
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three. links need not always be separated in time
from one another like three successive steps, but can
well be united in one. This was evidently the
case with the jailer at Philippi, who within a few
hours repented, accepted Christ, and received the
Holy Spirit. Compare also the conversion of the
Apostle Paul. Temporarily separated it was with
the first disciples. of Jesus, who first repented under
John the Baptist’s preaching, then accepted Jesus
as the Son of 'God, and only some time afterwards
received the Holy Spirit.

The means which God in His infinite mercy has
put within our reach to produce this process in the
human soul is His Word, and His Word only. But
it is the Word of God in its entirety, and not some
pieces of it. The sum and substance of God’s Word
is the personal Christ Himself, the crucified, risen,
and exalted Son of God. Where a soul understands
the Gospel and accepts it in the heart, there by the
power of the Holy Spirit it acts like a seed, and pro-
duces a new creation within. ‘‘Verily, verily, I
say unto you, he that heareth My Word, and be-
lieveth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life,
and shall not come into condemnation, but is
passed from death unto life’’ (John S. 24). Further,
‘“Having been begotten again, mot of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, through the Word of
God, who liveth and abideth’’ (1.Peter 1. 23, r.V.).
It is the ‘‘engrafted’’ Word which is able to save the
soul (James 1. 21).

Blessings of Members of the True Church.

The Apostle Paul writes: ‘‘Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessing in heavenly
places in Christ’’ (Eph. 1. 3). What are these
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spiritual blessings that true believers have been
blessed with? Some of them are contained in what
already has been said above about the connection
between Christ, the Head, and His Body, the Church.
Yet I feel these blessings are so wonderful and so
glorious that they should be mentioned here as a
whole. Though,the writer cannot give an exhaustive
descriptiori of the ‘‘unsearchable riches of Christ’’
(Eph. 3. 8), what will be said ought to be enough
to make every human heart long to come to such
a wonderful Saviour. What, then, are the blessings
of true believers ?

1. Their sins have been forgiven on account of
the atonement which Christ wrought on the Cross
of Calvary. ‘‘God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you’’ (Eph. 4. 32).. ““In whom we have redemptlon
through His Blood, even the forgiveness .of sins’
(Col. 1. 14). “‘Your sins are forgiven you for His
Name’s sake’’ (1 John 2. 12).

2. They have been raised up from spiritual
death by receiving divine life in their soul. ‘“When
we were dead through our trespasses, God made us
.alive together with Christ’’ (Eph. 2. 5; see also
John 5. 25 and Rom. 6. 13-23). = -

3. They are children of God, and therefore on
a far higher level than Adam was when he was
created. ‘“Ye are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus’” (Gal 3.26,R.v.). ‘“No longer a bond-
servant. but a son’ (Gal 4.7; see also 1 John 3. 1
and Rom. 8. 15, 16).

4, They have received the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit, who is the ‘‘earnest of their inheritance,’’
their teachér, comforter, and guide to the end of
their journey through the wilderness of this world.
““In one Spirit were we all baptised into One
Body’’ (1 Cor. 12.13, rR.v.). ‘“We received not the
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spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God’’
(1 Cor. 2. 12; see also Eph. 4. 3 and Rom. 8. 9).

5. They are freed from the dominion of Satan,
of sin, and of the law. ‘‘Giving thanks unto the
Father, . . . who delivered us-out of the power of
darkness, and translated us into'the Kingdom of
the Son of His love’’ (Col. 1. 13, rR.v.). ‘‘Sin
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not
under the law but under grace’’ (Rom. 6. 14; see
also John 8. 31-36)."

6. They shall never be condemned before God

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus’’ (Rom 8. l see also John
S. 24 and Rom. 8. 31-39).

7. Instead of being judged together with the
world, they themselves shall take part in' the
judgment of the world. ‘“Know ye not that the
saints shall judge the world? . .. Know ye not
that we shall judge angels?’’ (1 Cog. 6. 2, 3;
compare 2 Tim. 2. 12). ' '

8. If they fall asleep before Christ returns their
souls will be in Paradise until He comes. ‘‘Verily,
I say unto thee,’’ the Lord said, ‘‘To-day shalt
thou be with Me in Paradise’’ (Luke 23. 43). This
the Apostle describes as being ‘with Christ;’’ ‘“To
depart and to be with Christ, which is far better”
(compare Phil. 1. 23 and Rev. 14. 13, and 2. 7).

9. In Heaven an inheritance is being kept for
them, which is ‘‘incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away’’ (1 Peter 1. 4; Phil. 3. 20;
and John 17. 24).

10. When Christ their life shall be manifested,.
then shall they also be manifested with Him in
glory (Col 3. 4; 2 Thess. 10; 1 John 3. 2; Phil.
3. 20, 21).

Looking at these blessings with regard to the time
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wherein they are to be enjoyed, we find that five of
them belong to the present and five to the future.
In other words, forgiveness of sin, the receiving of a
new divine life in the soul, the position as children
of God, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and freedom from
Satan, sin, and law, are blessings enjoyed by the
true Christian in the present life, and not things to
be hoped fof only. This truth is of the greatest
importance-for the following reasons:

1. Unless a man appropriates this first part of
Christ’s Salvation, which is present, he has no right
at all to hope in getting a share in that portion which
belongs to a future time.

2. As the true believer, through the power of the
Blood and the Holy Spirit, enjoys already these
heavenly blessings in his soul he ‘‘hath the witness
in himself’’ (1 John 5. 10), first, that Christ and His
redemption are the truth and the only truth; and,
second, that his faith in Christ is the right kind of
faith. And thus he is fortified for ever against the
attacks of the unbelieving non-Christian world, as
well as against the anathemas of various kinds of
counterfeit Christian systems and their ecclesiastical
authorities.

3. This fact of a present Salvation in: Christ is a
solemn challenge to every man to prove for himself
the truth of Christ and God’s Word, and man will
have to answer to God for not doing so.

. Have you become a partaker of these wonderful
blessings in Christ? Have you become a member of
the True Church of Christ? If not, I beseech you,
no longer ‘‘neglect so great Salvation’’ (Heb. 2. 3).
Turn to God! according to.His Word, with your
whole heart accept Christ as your all-sufficient and
only Saviour, then you also will receive the Holy
Spirit and know in yourself that these things are
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not mere fancies, but blessed, divine realities.
‘‘My sheep hear My voice’’ (John 10. 27).

Membership in a Local Church or Assembly.

“The basis can be no other than that for membership
in the Church Universal, namely, the experience
of a new spiritual birth from above. - In other words,
unless there are clear signs that a man has turned to
God, accepted Christ as. his personal Saviour, and
received the seal of the Holy Spirit, it is not right to
accept him as a member. To substitute anything
else instead of this Biblical basis (Acts 2. 38) means
nothing less than to get the local Church away from
the Rock, which is the living Christ Himself, and
make of it a mixéd multitude, whose religion is in the
flesh,  not in the Spirit, and which is utterly unfit
to be the witness of God and Christ in this world.

Writing this, I am most conscious of the fact that
serious mistakes can be made in this matter, that is,
servants of the Lord may accept a man as ‘‘born
again,’’ and afterwards find to their sorrow that he
was -2 sham. Such mistakes happened even in
Apostolic times, as an. examination of the epistles
will show to any careful reader (Acts 8. 9-23;
Gal. 2. 4; 1 John 2. 19). Wherever such cases
happen they are a‘cause for deep mourning and self-
humiliation ; but to argue, as many Christians do,
that because of the possibility of making such mis-
takes the whole principle of membership as stated
above should be done away with as false is sad
and. fatal folly of the highest degree. A -+train
gets derailed sometimes, therefore, away with
all rails! The doctor’s diagnosis is sometimes not
correct, therefore, away with all diagnosis! Garden
fences are sometimes broken through by cows and
goats, therefore, away with all fences! Would ever
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intelligent men of this world argue like this? Never;
they are wise enough to learn by their mistakes and
aim at doing things better. But, alas, as to many of
the Lord’s people, they argue so to their own loss,
and thus it is true in this point also what our Master
said: ‘‘The children of this world are in their genera-
tion wiser than the children of light’’ (Luke.16. 8).

How the Writer Became a Member of the
True Church.

I was born in 1867. My parents were members
of the ‘‘Evangelical Lutheran State Church,’’ and
so were all the villagers except one old man, and
a few Roman Catholics and Jews. Any other
Protestants in our district not belonging to the
State Church were stigmatised with the name
‘‘sects,’”’ and against such we were always duly
warned by our pastors. As is the rule of the
Lutheran community, I was christened as an infant,
confirmed when I was fourteen, and on, this basis
accepted as a real Christian and communicant.
Nobody knew better, - neither pastor, nor people;
nor myself. My parents died early; my mother
when I was six years old, and my father. four
years later. He was a godly man according to the
light he had, and his remembrance is very sweet to
me. At the age of fourteen I had to step out into
the world to learn a trade.

From this time the hand of God began to touch me,
though I knew it not then. Now and,then an in-
describable thirst after. something, I knew not what,
would come suddenly in my soul and last for days.
During such periods I got very melancholy and
miserable. All around there was not a single soul
to point me to the fountain of life. So I went where
others went, to worldly pleasures like dances and
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theatres, but soon found that such only left me all
the more empty and miserable. In 1884 my ap-
prenticeship was over, and in my restlessness I soon
began to run from town to town, working at my trade
some months here and some months there. Now
I had thoughts of joining the Navy in order to find
satisfaction in a romantic life on the sea. One bright
Sunday, when walking alone up and down the sea-
shore, I met a young countryman of mine who invited
me to go to the Y.M.C.A. This was a new thing to
me, but I said I would gladly go, and so I did. I
liked the people I met there; and their ways.

One evening, in the ‘‘religious meeting,’’ an old
shoemaker spoke about Christ. What he said I
have forgotten, but I well remember that the spirit
in which he spoke touched me so deeply that it led
to my first meeting with Christ. For I went home
that evening to my lonely chamber, fell on my knees,
and said: ‘‘Oh, Jesus, Thou hast said, ‘Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest’ (Matt. 11. 28). . I have sought satis-
faction and peace in various ways, but all.in vain.
Now I come to Thee to quench my thirst.’’ .Then
there came a kind of peace and bliss in my soul as I
had never tasted befote, and from that day I knew
that what my soul wanted was the Lord Jesus. But
did this peace last? No, it did not for I was by no
means on the Rock yet. I was ‘‘turning to God,”’
and sincerely seeking Him, but I was still in Adam.
I had by no means seen my heart’s utter corruptlon
and that I was utterly lost in myself, and again there
was none to help me on. Forward and backward,
backward and forward ; sometimes feeling that I was
getting very near God; soon after, far, far away.

Meanwhile I had received what I thought to be a
clear call from God to serve Him in foreign fields. T
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applied to the directors of the Basle Mission Society,
was at once accepted, and entered their college for a
six years’ training in August, 1886. And here I was
soon to pass on from mere repenting unto true accept-
ance of Christ, which gets the seal of the Holy Spirit.

It was in spring, 1887. One morning I was passing
up and down the class-room, learning by heart the
passage about the fruit of the Holy Spirit in Galatians
5.22. All on a sudden I felt prompted to stand still
and ask myself some questions.

Question: ‘“What is the fruit of the Holy Spirit?*’

Answer: ‘‘Love, joy, peace’’—here I stopped.

Question : ‘‘Are these fruits first an outward action,
or an inward condition ?’’

Answer: ‘‘An inward condition.’’

Question > ‘‘Is this your inward condition ?’’

Answer: ‘‘No, no; no! You have any amount of
outward zeal and action, but inwardly you are cold,
full of ‘irritation and pride.’’

Question: ‘‘And if you have not the fruit of the.
Spirit, can you say that you have the Spirit, the
Person?’’

Answer: ‘‘No, I cannot.”’

Question: ‘‘And what does the Word say about
him who has not the Spirit of Christ ?*’

Answer: ‘‘He is none of His.””

I cannot dwell here lengthily'on the days of struggle.
that followed. I wrestled, I prayed, I read the Bible
more diligently than ever. I did everything I could
to change the coldness and pride of my heart. All in
vain. I listened to others. "They told me what
troubled me was ‘‘the old man,’’ that he would
always trouble us, and that I had to ‘‘crucify him
daily.’’ I tried to crucify him, but the more I tried
the stronger he grew (see Rom. 7. 7-25). The end
was thdt I gave up everything in despair.
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One afternoon I went up into one of the garret-
chambers reserved for private prayer. Here I fell,
not on my knees only, ‘but right on my face in the
presence of Ged. All I could say was: ‘‘Oh; God, I
am undone. I can never make my heart loving and
humble, and if this is the way to get to Heaven I am
lost for ever lost.”’ Then I waited in silence to see
whether God would not speak to me, and He did,
glory to His Name! Again a passage from Scrlpture
was brought to my mind, and again it was from
Galatians, this time chapter 2. 19, 20: ‘“Through the
law I died unto the law, that I might live unto God.
I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless I
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and that
which I now live in the flesh I live by falth in the
Son of God, who loved ine and gave Himself for me.’
Then the blessed Holy Spirit Himself enabled me
to understand these words step by step and to- lay.
hold on them. I saw: _

1. That in the bottom of my heart.I was a rebel
and transgressor of God’s law. For .the summary
of the law is love, and the secret spring of my life
and religion was anything but love.

2. That as a transgressor I was condemned to
death by the law, and that it was foolish under such
circumstances to ask for pardon in order to make my
life better.

3. I saw that this sentence of death was really
to be executed, and that it had already -been
executed in the Person of Christ when He died
on the Cross: ‘‘One died for all, therefore all
died’’ (2 Cor. 5. 14, R.V.).

4. That therefore instead of trying to make myself
fit for God’s presence by legal efforts 'I. had to sign
my sentence of death, and thenceforth, as.Paul did,
reckon myself, my whole old personality, ‘as an
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abominable thing, which has been judged and done
away with by God on the Cross (Rom. 6. 10, 11).

5. So far it was all plain to me, but now came a
serious difficulty. The Apostle says: ‘‘I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me.’’ Then I said to my-
self: ‘‘However can I say that Christ liveth in me?

This is just my trouble, that I see in my heart any-
thing else but Christ.’’ Then the divine voice said:

‘“‘Read on, read on.”” So I read on: ‘‘For that
which I now live in the flesh-T live by faith in the Son
of God.”” T agked myself: ‘“What is faith?’’ An-
swer: “‘A looking away from things visible and
reckoning on things invisible, as they are revealed
in God’s Word.’”> ‘“Well, then, what is faith in this
my present condition?’’ Answer: ‘“You must look
away from the visible, that is, yourself and your
corrupted heart;.and you must look up to the_ in-
visible, that is, to the Son of God who died for you,
rose again, and liveth for ever. And doing so, you
must believe that on this new basis God %as accepted.
you as His child, that is, not on account of what
you are, but on account of what Christ is.’’ For a
moment I hesitated and wondered. ‘‘What, is this
all T have todo? Isn’t this too 51mple and too bold
astep?’’ Again'I was assured: ‘‘This is God’s way,
so get on it.”’ Yes, I got on it, I took the step. I
let myself go, and took Christ instead as my basis
before God. I believed that God had accepted me
on this new basis and called myself in His presence,
not a.lost sinner, but His saved child, in spite of a
thousand voices within which condemned me.

The result was wonderful. Then and there I felt
down to the inmost depth of my being that God had
‘‘brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a-rock’’ (Psa. 40. 2).
I left the little chamber, no longer being in Adam,
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but as a new creature ‘‘in Christ Jesus.’’ A:deep
heavenly peace filled and thrilled my soul. Hence-
forth the hidden character of my inward life was
entirely changed. The former legal struggling and
striving had ceased, and the sweet Sabbath rest of
faith taken its place. But this rest of faith did by
no means lead me into a lawless or fruitless life.
No, from that hour I felt as if a fountain had been
opened in my barren soul, and so it was (see John
4. 14). Not struggling to love, but trusting in Christ
to work in me, I found that now I did really love,
and that now it was easy to be meek and humble,
and that this was the fruit of the Holy Spirit, who
had been given to me (Rom. 5. 5). Yet God taught
me not to change the principle and live looking into
the work of the Holy Spirit within, but to go on,
“‘looking unto Jesus,’’ the ‘‘Author and Finisher of
faith,’’ and to glory in Him only (Gal. 6. 14; 1 Cor.
i. 80, 31). Many years have passed, and all this
time I have found this path a path full of God’s
abiding presence, full of light, full of comfort-in
sorrow, full of help in conﬂ1ct full of love and
patient forbearing, leading from ‘strength to
strength,’’ ‘‘from glory to glory.”” And by the
grace of God I shall be kept in this heavenly ‘life of
faith’’ until faith is changed into sight (1 Peter 1. 5).

Thus was I by God’s own working made a member
in the True Universal Church. What I learned
afterwards about the true local Church I cannot tell
here. Remembering the way God has led me, .my
heart is filled with adoration and thanksgiving, and
L close with Revelation 1.5, R.v., ‘“Unto Him that
loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His Blood ;
and made us to be a Kingdom, to be priests unto
His God and Father, to Him be the glory and the
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”’
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THE TRUE CHURCH.
A Divine Work.

By HENRY PAYNE, Spain,
Forty Years a Preacher of the Gospel.

ONE of the many comprehensive and far-reaching
statements of * Holy Scripture concerning man'’s
state as regards God isfound in 1 John 5. 19, where
we read, ‘‘The whole world ‘lieth in wickedness;’’
or, as the Revised Version has it, ‘“The whole world
lieth in the EvilOne.’’ So entirely has the Evil One,
that is, Satan, taken captive the human race that
they all lie within his power and willingly do his
bidding. -Captives ordinarily taken in war were
chained to the chariots of their conquerors, or kept
under guard lest they should escape; but Satan’s
captives are in love with their captivity, They have
not only lost all power to escape, but what makes
their state doubly desperate is that they have lost
the will to do so. If there are chains by which the
captives are held, as indeed there are, they are con-
sidered as ornaments to be gloried in, and tokens of
the liberty which is enjoyed by the enslaved. Men
may deny this, but Holy Scripture declares it, and
man’s history from the beginning, whether recording
his sinking into the lowest depths of idolatry, or
rising to whatever height of ‘civilisation, proves the
same solemn truth.

It is very true that in our day marvellous progress
is made in almost every branch of human knowledge
and.skill. In the times of the  Pharaohs no swifter
mode of travel or of conveying messages was known
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than by. use of horses. The same was true when
Queen Victoria ascended the throne of Britain. But
now man makes nature yield up her hidden treasures,
and he is learning how to harness all her powers
so as to make use.of them, for his own ends of ease
and comfort, or pride and ambition. With lightning
speed he sends his messages to the uttermost parts
of the world. On land he travels with increasing
rapidity and comfort, and on the sea he is carried
with every luxury in ocean liners which he is pleased
to call ‘‘the greyhounds of the deep.’’ The air
has become another of his realms, while with his
telescope he scans the heavens, and worlds innumer-
able are the objects of his diligent search. From
nothing that he imagines will he be restrained. But
with all these things, which are proofs of man’s
wondrous capabilities he is left, as regards his soul
and God, in the same helpless condition. as were the
men who lived in the days before the flood, when,
according to the testimony of our Lord, “‘They ate,
they drank, they married wives, they- were given in
marriage until the day that Noah entered into the
ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all”’
(Luke 17. 27). These occupations, mentioned by the -
Lord, were perfectly right and lawful in themselves;
the evil lay in that they were carried on without God.
Now if we turn to the Old Testament we get a glimpse
of the other side with the results-of such a godless
manner of life: ‘‘There were giants.in the earth in
those days, mighty men; men of renown. The earth
was corrupt, and filled with violence’’ (Gen..6. 4-11).

A True Picture of To-day.

Does the picture correspond at all to that which
we see around us to-day? If not entirely so, it very
soon will, for the Son of God has said that as it was
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in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days
of the Son of Man, that is, when He shall be revealed
from Heaven. But surely we see men and women
rapidly acquiring a]l that which made up the charac-
ter of the antediluvians. There are mighty men
to-day, men of renown, men who have millions of
money ‘at hand for the accomplishment of their
purposes; and men who have the masses in their
hands to paralyse the life of a nation at any time,
while the whole of Europe, with its millions of
trained soldiers, has become a great military
encampment, ready at.a moment’s notice for deeds
of violence such as never have beén witnessed
from Noah’s day to this. Confessedly the world
has reached a time of universal unrest. We are all
becoming acquainted with outbursts of violence
and of Jawlessness such as our forefathers never
dreamed of. Verily the world to-day is like a

‘‘troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose waters
cast up mire and dirt’’ (Isa. 57. 20).

_ At first sight it seems strange that with an ex-
perience of six thousand years man should never have
dlscovered in the midst of all his other discoveries,
a way of peace and contentinent, of safety and happi-
ness, so as to be able to sit under his own vine and
fig-tree with none to make him afraid. But let us
take another wiew, a God-given view: ‘‘The whole
world lieth in the wicked one,’’ therefore the present
state of things is nothing to be wondered at.

Is there no hope, no way of deliverance from such

a tyrant, and from such chains as those which bind
us? Thereis. The plan is worthy of the only wise
God. It calls forth the admiration and worship of
holy angels as they see the manifold wisdom of God
in rescuing, not simply captives whp had lost all
power to free themselves, but in rescuing helpless
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captives who had no will to be delivered. As soon
as sin entered the world the promise of deliverance
was given, which promise right down through the
ages shone with increasing splendour until Emmanuel,
the woman’s seed, ‘‘whose goings forth were of old
from the days of eternity’’ (Micah 5. 2), was born in
Bethlehem of Judah. His presence in the world of
sinners, whom He came to redeem, was marked by.an
outburst of persecution which continued until it
reached its climax, and the people and their rulers,
the princes of this world, crucified the Lord of Glory.

Another Page of Divine History.

But let us turn over to another page of God-given
history, where we see that ‘“Thus it was written, and
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day; and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in His Name among
all nations’’ ‘(Luke 24. 46, 47). The words in the
law of Moses, and in the prophéts, and in the Psalms
concerning redemption were then fulfilled. Jehovah
laid on Him the iniquity of us all, and in that solemn
moment the soul of the Redeemer was made an
offering for sin, which offering was accepted by the
holy and righteous God. In proof of this the Lord
who died was raised from "the dead, and as the
mighty Victor took the keys of Hell and of death,
and is now exalted at the right hand of God.

‘« The victory is ours!
For us in might came forth the mighty One,
For us He fought the fight, the triumph won.
The victory is ours!”

At this point it may well be asked: In what way
does this work of redemption, wrought by the Lord
Jesus, affect the sinner so as to deliver him from the
power of Satan in whose grasp he is through sin?

In answering this all-important question, let us

K
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call to mind what has already been stated: Because
of the entire subjugation of the sinner to the power
of darkness his state by nature is helpless and hope-
less, for both power and will are gone; hence a way
had to be found, not only of deliverance, but that
should appeal to the heart as well as to the con-
science of the sinner. That is, that he should see
his need of such a Saviour, and be willing to accept
Him. Both these ends are gained by the Gospel
applied with power to heart and conscience, so that
the sinner is changed, is converted; he accepts de-
liverance by an act of faith, and cannot but love
his Deliverer. Well might the Apostle sing, while
contemplating the vastness of this redemption and
the glory of the Person who accomplished it, ‘‘Now
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.”” And well might he ask the question:
‘“‘How shall we escape if we neglect so great Sal-
vation?’’ (Heb. 2. 3).

A Personal Experience.

In common with all others, from my birth upwards,
I stood on the same ground of alienation from God,
and was in love with sin. As an infant I was not
christened, and -therefore was none other in the eyes
of the religious world than a heathen. My knowledge
of Scripture, however, in my early days, received
from my godly and beloved father and mother, was
sufficient to show me that the position before God of
my school companions who had been christened was
no better than my own. The water which had been
sprinkled on them had not changed their hearts, and
consequently had -not changed their lives. We were
heartily agreed in running the same course, the
course of this world, I ‘‘a heathen,’’ and they
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‘christened boys,’’ but equally heathens, or Gen-
tiles, without hope and without God in the world,
living in sin and seeking pleasure.

But there came a time when conscience spoke with
a loud voice, and trembling followed. Then I dis-
covered in God’s sovereign remedy the Gospel not
only that which gives peace to the troubled soul, but
that which wins the heart of the rebel. I was seized
by a power greater than that which had held 'me a
captive in hard and cruel chains, and was, delivered
from the authority of darkness, and translated into
the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. That was a passing
from death unto life, from a state of alienation from
the life of God into one of reconciliation, of friend-
ship, a new birth from above; a calling forth from
that ground on which I once lay in the grasp of the
Evil One to own that-I had changed Masters. I was
a called-out one, and formed a part of that state
or company of called-out ones, the’ Church of God,
whose members are being called. out (as the word

Ecclesia implies) from every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation.

Whj Doubts and Fears?

My song began, and so did another class of con-
flicts to which I had been a stranger hitherto, for I
became the subject of most defiling and distressing
doubts, which even threatened to undermine my
phy‘sicéll health. Many were the darts of the wicked
one which wounded my soul. At the time I could
give no true account of my state, for my joy in
believing had departed. Since then more than half
a century has passed, and in looking back I can now
better understand where I stood when surrounded
with such thick mists. I had been taken by my Lord
to be His own, and I had given myself to Him as a
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poor and needy one, and the adversary was wroth.
Some months after these conflicts and struggles,
when in the enjoyment of more rest of soul, I desired
to join one of the local Churches of the district in
which I lived, and on the ground of a‘confession of
my faith in the Lord Jesus was received by its
members as a‘fellow-member.

Experiences in Spain.

In the course of time I came’ to Spain to make
known the grace of God through which I had been
saved, and here I have witnessed the same mighty
power of God in the Salvation of many souls, but
with ever varying experiences. As a rule I have not
seen deep distress on account of sin either before or
at the time of conversion in persons who have been
in the depths of 1n1qu1ty of the Church of Rome.
On hearing the Gospel in the simplicity of faith
they have received Christ as their Saviour. The con-
sciousness of the guilt of sin is an after experience,
produced by the light of God’s penetrating the dark
heart. There have been - unmistakable examples
of true conversions to God without apparent soul
distress on account of sin. On the other hand, we
have seen some bowed down under a $ense of sin and
longing for pardon; but such souls generally have
had, prior to this, 4 knowledge of the Word of God,
which is the instrument in the hand of the Holy
Spirit for producing, among other things, stability
and excellence of character in the believer.

Saints in the Church of Rome.

In conclusion, I may say that notwithstanding all
the corruption 'and. abominations of the .apostate
Church of Rome, as seen in her own natural state in
Spain, there can be no doubt but that a great number
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of persons who have lived and died within her pale
have been members ‘of the Church of God, in virtue
of faith in the Lord Jesus as their only hope of
Salvation. So much may be clearly gathered, if
proofs were needed, from the writings of many of
them, writings which have come down to us from
the sixteenth century. I have also met with some
cases myself of conversion to God about whom I can
have no doubt. They were brought up in all that
Rome teaches, but by the Spirit of God they were
led to discover in the midst of the darkness the
glorious truth that ‘‘Christ died for our sins’’ (1 Cor.
15. 3), and like drowning men they caught hold of
that one hope of Salvation, and consequently had
more or less of the enjoyment of peace with God.

A Glorious Company.

‘“The 'Night is far spent, the Day is at hand’’
(Rom. 13. 12). Soon the Redeemer will come and
claim His own—all who have accepted Him as their
Saviour and Lord—that they may be with Him for
evér. He will gather them from all lands and -from
the isles of the sea, a glorious company, a Church
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Then He
will accomplish another great work, that of sub-
jecting everything to divine authority, -that God
may be all in all.

‘‘He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen’’ (Rev. 22. 20, 21).
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THE TRUE CHURCH

A Temple of Living Stones.
By ROBERT STEPHEN, China.

Two. men who had met for the first time discovered
to their mutual joy that both were followers of the
Lord Jesus. After a little time one said to the other:
*May I ask to what Body you belong ?’’ The answer
was a query: ‘‘How many Bodies are recognised in
the New Testament?’’ ‘‘ONE.”’

There is a great deal of misconception about this
subject, and we do well to remind ourselves that the

only rellable .authority to which we can appeal for
light is the’ Word of God.

The One Body.

-It tells us ‘‘“There.is ONE Body"” (Eph. 4. 4). It
speaks of ‘“The Church which is His Body’’ (Eph.
1.23), but we also learn that until after the resur-
rection theére was no Church in the technical New
Testament sense. It was predicted by our Lord,
but not until after His ascension did it come into
being. It ‘‘in other generations was not made known
unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed
unto His holy Apostles and Prophets in the Spirit;
to wit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-
rhémbers of the Body, and fellow-partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel’’ (Eph.
3.5, 6, R.v.; see also Col. 1. 26, 27).

Our Lord had to pass through death, and in re-
surrection to bring forth this fruit of His sacrifice,
the calling out of Jews and Gentiles from the world,
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so that they who by nature ‘‘ were dead in trespasses
and in sins’’ (Eph 2. 1) are through faith in His
Blood made one in Christ. ‘“We, who are many,
are ONE Body in Christ, and severally members one
of another’’ (Rom. 12. 5, r.v.). ‘‘For as the Body
is one, and hath many members, and all the members
of the Body, being many, are ONE Body ; so also is
Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptised into
ONE Body, whether we be Jews or Greeks, whether
we be bond or free’’ (1 Cor. 12. 12, 13, r.V.). So
in the epistles quoted, Ephesians, Romans, and
Corinthians, those who had believed the Gospel are
rega.rded as ONE Bopy, and one with Christ. The
Church is His by the gift of His Father, and by the
purchase of His Blood, for ‘‘He loved the Church
and gave Himself for it’’ (Eph. 5. 25). Has the
reader yet responded to the Gospel call, and thus
been united to Christ and all that are His? If so, then
he is a member of the Trie Church and only then.
It is possible to have our name on a Church roll
on earth, but this is a false position unless it be
also wrltten among those of ‘‘the Church of the first-
.born ones’’ in Heaven. There are no dead members
in the ‘‘Body of Christ.’’ There is. vital union be-
tween all, for the ‘‘Head’’ manifests His own life,
will, and power in some degree through every mem-
ber. These'members are scattered through all lands
wherever the Gospel has been preached and received,
for His Church knows no geographical boundaries.
It is, alas, divided into many sections on earth by
the self-will of man, but the Lord looks upon it as
one, and so should we, if we would submit to His will.

The House of God.

Another figure than that of ‘‘the Body’’ is used in
Ist Timothy. ‘‘The House of God, which is the
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Church of the living God’’ (1 Tim. 3. 16). This is
not a material building. In this dispensation there
is no scriptural warrant for calling any structure
““the House of God,’” whatever the beauty of its
architecture, or however solemnly dedicated. ‘‘God
that made the world and all things.therein, seeing
that He is Lord of Heaven'and earth, dwelleth not in
temples made with hands’’ (Acts 17. 24), but ‘‘ye
also, as lively stones, are built up in a spiritual house”
(1 Peter 2. 5). Who are the ‘‘ye?’’ The same epistle
tells us: ‘‘Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; but with the precious Blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot’’ (1 Petér 1. 18, 19). And the Apostle further
addresses them as ‘ ‘you which believe’’ (chap. 2. 7).
Redeemed ones -are the ‘‘living stones’’ of God’s
House in which He dwells and exercises His

authority. The Temple of God.

To the Corinthians Paul wrote: ‘‘Know ye not that
ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? .. .For the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are’’ (1 Cor. 3. 16, 17, R.V.).
And again, ‘“Ye are the temple of the living God,
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people’’ (2 Cor. 6. 16). This holy temple is in con-
trast to the material temple’of old. It is a spiritual
house in which ‘‘spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ,” are offered (1 Peter 2. 5,
R.v.), and these are the only sacrifices which are
acceptable to God, for ‘‘God is a Spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and
in truth’’ (John 4. 24). The redeemed alone can
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worship Him, for they alone have the Spirit and
know the truth.

Human Responsibility.

But now we come to the side of human responsi-
bility. The Word of God nowhere sanctions the
mixture of the ‘‘holy’’ and the ‘‘unholy.’’ ‘‘What
communion hath light with darkness?’’ Since God
recognises only redeemed ones as being in His Church,
do we not go against the Scripture if we regard the
-unconverted as eligible for membership in it? The
first time the writer faced this question was at a
‘‘communion service’’ in a Scottish kirk when, not
long converted, he handed the bread and wine to the
man next to him, a drunkard and blasphemer. This
man.was there, probably under the mistaken idea
that he was doing the right thing. When we open a
-door which God has not opened, are we not likely
to lead such men to disastrous self-deception, by
.causing them to hope for Salvation through that
which can never save? No ordinancescan ever blot
-out sins. Without the ‘‘new birth’’ man cannot
worship God, and even the sacrifice of ‘‘the wicked
is an abomination to the Lord.’’

- Local Churches.

The New Testament local Churches were composed
.confessedly only of those who were members of
Christ’s Body. If others were there they had ‘‘crept
in unawares,”” but they had not.been welcomed with a
false charity, though ostensibly unconverted. These
‘Churches had no name other than the God-given
.one, save distinctive geographical names, 'as ‘‘the
Church of God which is at Corinth’’ (1 Cor. 1. 2),
‘‘the Churches which are in Asia’’ (Rev. 1. 4).
Faction spirit when it showed its face was rebuked
(1 Cor, 1. 10, 12, and 12. 21, 22). ‘‘They were
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exhorted to be of the same mind, having the same
love, being of one "accord, of one mind; doing
nothing through faction or through vainglory, but
in lowliness of mind each counting other better than
himself’’ (Phil. 2. 2, 3, r.v.). This oneness of mind
was not to be attained by compromise, but by self-
renunciation, and submission to the mind of God.

True Church Life.

Their bodies were to be presented as lzvzng sacrzfzces
holy, and acceptable to God, which is spiritual
worship. They were not to be fashioned according
to this world. They were to be transformed by the
renewing of their minds, in order to prove what is
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Every man was exhorted ‘‘to be not fashioned
according to this world; but be ye transformed by
.the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is the good and acceptable.and perfect will of God.
For I say, through the grace that was given me, to
every man among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think
soberly’’ (Rom. 12. 1, 3, r.V., marg.). The mind
of Christ was to be desired, and not the thoughts of
men. Thus we see that although redeemed the mem-
bers of the Church had conditions to fulfil if True
Church life was to be attained. Only when the
individual conditions—self-renunciation and conse-
cration to God, unworldliness and lowliness of mind,
have been in some measure attained does the true
state exist for corporate testimony according to the
will of God. Only then can the members properly
fulfil their individual ministry in their God-appointed
place in the Body (see 1 Cor., chap. 12). Self-will
is the root of all faction, lack of harmony, and bad
testimony; but self-denial and the life of sacrifice
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to God in the Church is the base of all that is God-
honouring.

New Testament-Church Order.

It is not impossible to attain to Church order after
the New Testament pattern, and it should be aimed
at, relying on the Holy Spirit’s power, which is
promised to those who desire to carry out God’s will.

The Church Complete.

The Chur_éh is not yet complete. It ‘‘groweth into
a holy temple in the Lord.’’ The day of its com-
‘pletion may be nearer than many think. Then ‘‘the
Lord shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with
the’ voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
which are alive, that are left, shall together with
them be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord ; where-
fore exhort one another with these words’’ (1 Thess.
4. 16, 17, r.V.).

These are words of comfort to all who are in God’s
Church. This is their hope, and in this time of
waiting their responsibility is to carry out God’s
will as revealed in the Word, and to be faithful in
seeking to win men ‘‘to be to the praise of the glory
of His grace’’ in that Day.

‘‘“Now unto Him that is able to guard you' from
stumbling, and to.set you before the presence of
His glory without blemish in exceeding joy, to the
only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our
ILord, be glory, majesty, dominion and power,
before all time, and now, and for evermore. Amen’’
(Jude 24 and 25).
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THE TRUE CHURCH.
What Is It? How Is It Entered?

By CHARLES A. SWAN, Portugal.

THE Apostle Paul, in writing to the Romans (2. 28),
says: ‘‘He is not a Jew which is one outwardly, . . . but
he is a Jew which is one snwardly.’’ It will at once
be seen that what he meant was that unless there
were an nward reality corresponding with the outward
profession God could only look upon ‘the outward
observances, no matter how correct in the eyes of
men, with abhorrence, for even ‘‘the sacrifice of the
wicked is an abomination to the Lord.”’

Now with regard to the subject in hand it would
be well at the outset to put it down as an established
fact that that is.not the Church which often passes as
such, and no man is a Christian ‘merely because of
his being a member of it. '

When 1 say ‘‘the Church which often passes as
such’’ I include @il the different sects and denomina-
tions of Christendom, even those who consider
themselves, and pei'haps are, the most orthodox.
I am quite aware that in the Scriptures the
local assemblies of professing Christians were called
Churches. We read of ‘‘the Church of God which
is at Corinth,’’ ‘‘the Churches of Galatia,’’ etc.,
but no one of these, nor all of them together,
constituted ‘“The Church’’ which the ILord, in
Matthew 16. 18, said He would build, and against
which the gates of Hell should not prevail. A
man might have been a member of any of those
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local Churches without being a member of the
Church of Christ, and therefore without being a
Christian. Paul,.in writing to the Corinthians, says:
“‘Some have not the knowledge of God: I speak
this to your shame’’ (1 Cor. 15. 34). (See also such
Scriptures as Gal. 2. 4; 1 John 2. 19, etc.)

The lesson, then, that I .would draw from this is
that a man may be a ‘mémber of the most orthodox
Church in the world to-day and yet not be a member
of ‘‘the Church,’’ outside of which there is no:
Salvation for fallen man in this dispensation.

Some one may now with redson ask: ‘“What then
is the Church?.and How can I become a member
of it?”

Being convinced that no one can possibly be saved,
at least'in this dispensation (.e., the days in which
we live), without being a member of the Church of
Matthew 16. 18, T shall endeavour to give a Scriptural
answer to these questions.

What is the Church ?

Of it we may say what Paul said of the Kingdom
of God, it ‘‘is not meat and drink, but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost’’ (Rom. 14. 17).
It is the duty of every one to carefully consider the
effect of his ‘‘meat and drink’’ upon those by whom
he is surrounded, but our eating and drinking, or
our refusing to eat or drink certain things is no proof
as to whether we are in the Church or not. Neither
the Klngdom nor the Church consists in external
observances.

The G;'eék word ecclesia is made up of ek, ‘‘out
of,”” and kalern, ‘‘to call,’”’ and the full meaning is.
‘‘an assembly of called-out ones.’”’ So the Lord
Jesus in speaking to His true disciples says: ‘ ‘I have:
chosen you out of the world’’ (John 15. 19), and
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Simeon explains the purpose of God in this dispensa-
tion as being to iake owl from among the Gentiles
a people for His Name (Acts 15. 14). .

The Church is called the ‘‘Body of Christ’’ (Eph.
1. 22, 23), the ‘‘Church of the firstborn ones’’ (Heb.
12. 23), and ‘‘the habitation of God through the
Spirit’’ (Eph. 2. 19, 22).

How Can I Become a Member of It?

May no one be satisfied without knowing beyond
all doubt whether he is in this Church or not.

First of all I should like to say there is a within
and a without. It is impossible to occupy a neutral
position, for the Lord distinctly says: ‘‘He that is
not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not
with Me scattereth abroad” (Matt. 12. 30). To be
outside now is to be under the power and dominion
of sin and Satan (Eph. 2. 2, 3) and an enemy of the
Son of God. To die without having become counted
among its members is to be among those who are
described in Revelation 21. 8, R.v., ‘‘Their part
shall be in the lake that burneth with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.’’

Does Natural Birth Admit ?

It is sad to think that in spite of the plain teaching
of the Word of God there are those who affirm that the
fact of a child having Christian parents constitutes
it a child of God, and among these so-called teachers
and guides are some who occupy prominent positions
and profess to be the *ministers of Christ! They
affirm that the child is a child of God from its birth,
and that it becomes a member of the Church by
baptism, confirmation, or some such rite. These
““teachers’’ often make elaborate attempts to show
‘that the ch11d is a member of the Kingdom without
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having experienced any spiritual change, and should
be admitted into the Church by baptism, etc. They
make a difference between the child of Christian
parents and the child of heathen parents. Now all
this finds absolutely no support in the Word of God.
1 Corinthians 7. 14 is frequently cited as showing
that the children of believing parents ‘‘are holy,’’
and therefore should be baptised, but it is a very
perilous procedure to build a doctrine of the kind on
such an obscure passage (especially as baptism is
not once referred to in the passage*) when there are
so many clear passages which show unmistakably
that children, or adults, are not baptised because
they are ‘‘holy’’ in this sense, but because they are
‘‘believers’’ (Mark 16. 15, 16). The same verse in
Corinthians speaks of the -unbelieving husband or
wife being ‘‘sanctified.’’ The point of the passage
is. that if a Christian be married to an unbelieving
wife, and that unbeliever be willing to /ive with the
Christian, there is no need for separating either from
her or from her children, as was done under the law
(see Ezra 10. 1, 3).

The most serious aspect of this evil is that thou-
sands who know they were christened in their in-
fancy build their hopes on that fact without having
‘had any definite spiritual experience.

Mischief in the Mission Field.

What terrible mischief this error has done in
heathen lands! Look at the English possessions in
‘West and South Africa. Large numbers of natives
whose parents are professing Christians have been
chriistened and educated on.the mission stations.

*In 1 Corinthians 7. 14 neither baptism nor ecclesiastical position are
-spoken of in any shape or form. It is merely a question of living under
the same roof, and the children are only said to be holy or set apart in the same
way as the unconverted parent by the Divine ordinance of marriage.—EDs.
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These are looked upon and called ““Christian natives,’”
but my experience, and that of many others, proves
that hundreds of them are morally more degraded
than the raw natives who have never been brought
under these so-called Christian influences. Is there
any wonder that ungodly men in these places speak
against all mission work? Surely not. These
teachers of error have given great occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.

It is as clear as daylight that all, when once
they have reached the age in which they can
distinguish and choose between right and wrong,
must be saved through a personal faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. This applies equally to those
who have Christian parents.

The Case of Timothy.

Take the case of Timothy (2 Tim. 3. 14, 15),
he needed to be made ‘‘wise unto salvation,’”
and that ‘‘through faith which is in Christ Jesus.’’
It was not the faith of his grandmother, Lois, or of
his mother, Eunice, but his own faith in_Jesus Christ
which saved him and made him a member of the
True Church. Mother and grandmother both had
faith, but of Timothy Paul could say: ‘‘And I am
persuaded that (the same faith dwells) in thee also’”
(2 Tim. 1. 5)..

When we open our Bibles at the third chapter. of
John we find that the Kingdom is entered, not by
natural birth, and this.is true of all, whether their
parents are Christians or not, but by new birth, by
being ‘‘born again,’”’ born ‘‘from' above’’ (see:
margin), or ‘‘born of the Spirit’’ (vv. 3-8). It will
also be seen from the Lord’s teaching which follows
that this new birth is wrought in those who believe
(vv. 14-18).
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The Case of Nicodemus.

The case of Nicodemus, who was devoted to his
religion as a Pharisee, and had probably been bap-
tised by ]ohn shows that apart from this definite
and clear heart belief in the Son of God no Salvation
is possible.

My Personal Experience.

I should like before going any further to give a few
words of personal testimony as to how I became a
member of the True Church. Unfortunately this
expression, the ‘‘True Church,’’ has been almost
monopolised by one of the most unchristian systems
which ever attempted to pass as Christians. I refer
to the Roman Catholic religion. It is not for me to
say there are no Christians in it, if there are, they
are Christians not because of, but in spite of her evil
doctrines. When I refer to the True Church I mean,
of course, the Church which is the ‘‘Body of Christ.’’

Up to about the age of twenty I led the ordinary kind
of life which the average young man of to-day lives.
Parental control was irksome, and I threw it off as
much and as quickly as I possibly could. The usual
round of sports, theatres, music-halls, and such-like
claimed a good deal of niy time. I did not altogether
neglect attendance at places of worship, and was
sometimes deeply impressed with the truths I heard,
though my principal reason for attending was the
company of young people I found there. As a child
I was christened, but the life I lived as I grew in
years was quite sufficient to prove that I, though the
child of Christian parents (my father being a local
preacher for sixty years) was far from being a child
of God, or in any way improved or helped by the rite.
I became acquainted with a number of young people

connected with the ‘‘Church of England,’’ and began
L
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to attend its services. Then I joined the cricket
club, the captain of which was the Curate of *‘the
Church.’] He pressed me'to be confirmed, and said
that all that was necessary was to attend some pre-
paration classes and be able to answer certain ques-
tions. There was no reference to sin, my need of a
personal Saviour, or the necessity of the new birth.
Of course there were the usualconfirmation questions,
but no attempt was made to reach my conscience.
I was duly confirmed, but I was still in my sins, and
I well remember how on the. very afternoon of the
day of our confirmation, a number of us, both young
men and women, visited a gipsy camp and behaved
most disgracefully.

““The Most Important Step I Ever Took.’’

LEventually I and my dearest companion were led
to attend the preaching of Mr. A. A. Rees, ‘of Sun-
derland. That mad of God, as many can gratefully
testify, did not hesitate to declare all the counsel
of.God concerning sin and the absolute impossibility
of obtaining.Salvation apart from a personal faith in.
the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was the
custom of Mr. Rees to see any anxious ones on the
Monday night in his vestry, and I decided to go and
see him. But how was this to be done, seeing my
companion and I were accustomed to meet every
night at the very liour when I should go? There was
nothing for it but to tell him frankly of my decision,
but this was no easy task, for it meant, probably, a
close to our corhpanionship, and perhaps his scornful
contempt at' what he might consider a manifestation
of childish weakness on my part. I cried very much
to God for strength, for my mind was made up.
When we met, after much hesitation, I broached the
subject, and instead of contempt, which T expected,
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his face brightened up, and he said that he also had
been seeking grace to tell me that he had come to the
same - decision. ‘We visited Mr. Rees togcther, and
received a most loving welcome. After conversa-
tion, during which we were pointed to the Lord
Jesus Christ who had ‘‘finished’’ the work of re-
demption on the Cross, and who offered us Salvation
as a gift, He gavce us each a little book which showed
the difference between ‘‘do’’ and ‘‘done.’’. Salvation
was not to be obtained by dotng—not of works—for
the Lord had done it all long, long ago, and all that
was needed was a true. heart, belief in the Saviour,
and a grateful acceptance of His finished work.
My choice was made there and then, and so was my
companion’s, who is now with the Lord, and I have
never had a doubt since as to my soul’s Salvation.
Blessed be God, that was the best and most impor-
tant step I ever took, and my desire to-day is that
God may use me to point others to the living Saviour,
who has power; and is willing to.save from the
dominion of sin all who put their trust in Him.
This, and only this, is the way of Salvation, and the
way to become a member of the True Church, against
which the gates of Hell shall riot prevail.
‘“ Crowns and thrones miay perish,
Kingdoms ris¢ and wane,
But the Church of Jcsus
Constant must remain.’’
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600 entirely original Scripture Studies by E. A. Hewitt.

God’s Gospel and God’s Righteousness. A Loyal and Logical
Exposition of Romans 1 to §. By Philip Mauro, New York.

Twelve Baskets Full of 460 Original Bible Outlines for Bible

" Students and Public Speakers. By Hy. Pickering. -

1000 Tales Worth Telling. Mostly New—Strictly True—
Suitable for you. By Hy. Pickering, Editor of The Wilness.
The Charter of the Church. -Vol. I. A Verse-by-Verse

Exposition of 1 Corinthians, Chs. 1to 6. By J. R. Caldwell.

The Charter of thé Church. Vol. II. A Verse-by-Verse
Exposition of 1 Corinthians,Chs.7 to 16. By J. R. Caldwell.

Epitome of Christian Experience in Psalm 32, and the
Development-of the Cbristian Life. By J. R. Caldwell.

Did Jesus Rise? A fearless facing of the Vital Fact of Chns-
tianity. By Dr. James H. Brookes. -

The Knowledge of God: Its Meaning and its Power. By
A. T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.CS., London. °

The Gospel and Its Ministry A Handbook of Evangelical
Truth. By Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D.

Human Destiny: or, After Death—What? A Handbook of
Eschatological Truth. Sir Robert Anderson, K.C B..LL.D.

Characteristic Differences of the Four Gospels. Revealing
various Relations of our Lord., By Andrew Jukes.

The Work of Christ: Past—Present—Future By Arno C.
Gaebelein, New York. Editor of Our Hope. :

Prophecy Made Plain. “Addresses on Prophecy '’ By Dr.
C. 1. Scofield, of “The Scofield Bible.’

PICKERING & INGLIS, LoNDON, GL.ASG'OW, EDINBURGEH.



EVERY CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY

Uniform Price, 2/6 net (2/10, or 75 cts., post frce).

The Stor( of our English Bible: Its various Translations,
Books, \Writers, etc., etc. By Walter Scott.

Choice Sayings. Over 800 Gems of Spiritual Thought. By
R. C. Chapman, of Barnstaple.

The Progress of Doctrine. BAmpton Lectures delivered
before the University of Oxford. By T. D. Bernard, M.A.

The Parables of Our Lord. An analysis and exposition of
the entire 84 Parables. By Thomas Newberry.

The Law of the Offerings; Viewed as Aspects of the Offering
of the Body of Jesus Christ. By Andrew Jukes.

Heroes of the Faith in Modern Italy; or, “The Italian Acts
of the Apostles.”” By J.S. Anderson, Florence. )

The Life that Plenses God; or, The Preservation of “Spirit,
and Soul, and Body.”” By Dr. A. T. Schofield, London.
The Footsteps of the Master. A practical and exégetical

study of the First Epistle to Peter. By A. Payne.
How God Answers Prayer. As set forth in “the Narratives
of the Lord’s dealings with GRORGE MULLER of Bristol."’
The Roman Emipire in Prophecy. A Survey of the Past—
Present—Future. By W. E. Viné, M.A.

The Silence of Gnd—The Greatest Mystery of our Existence.
By Sir Robt. Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D.

The Man of Sorrows. A Simple and Soul-réfreshing Exposi-
tion of the Gospel of Luke. By J. N. Darby.

The Hopes ol the Gospel. Messages of Comforf and Cheer.
By Dr. A. T. Pierson. _

Hiats on Daniel—The Prophet of the Times of the Gentiles.

_ By Alfred H. Burton, B.A., M.D.

The Principles of “Christian Brethrea.”” A history and
definition of “recovered truths.”’ v

Golden Thoughts for the Quiet Hour, from A-Kempis and

_ Muller. Comimended by Prof. Lindsay and Dr. Melville.

‘Good Hedlth for All. Hygieric Chats by a Harley Street
Physiéian. A. T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S.

Sublimeé Studies and Charactér Sketches from the Writings.
of WILLiAx Iiaw. Selécted by Dr., Whyte, Edinburgh.

Seed Cornl for Sowers in the Great World-Field. By C.
Perrén, Ph.D. 200 texts illustrated, 250 authors quoted.

Bible Theines for Busy Workers. 400 Original Outlines,
;rieii and proved on both sides of the Atlantic. By Chas,
nglis. )

The Life of Falith, its Nature and Power, as illustrated io
God’s Book of Martyis (Heb.11)s By Dr. Adolph Saphir.

The Acts of thé Holy Spirft. His Mission and Ministry as
seed in the A¢ts. By Dr. A. T. Pierson.

Onir Life-ddy. Studies in the Early Life-day of the Btermal
Son. By Dr. Saphir, Hébréw-Christiati Expositor.

With Christ in Paléstine: Illustrating the Birth, Life,
Work, and Déath of our Lotd. By Dr. A. T. Schofield.
Yesterday—To-Day—Fo6r Ever; or, Happiness and Health

for Soul and Boady. By Dr. A. T. Schofald.

PICKERING & INGLIS, Lonnoy, Grascow, EpiNsurcss.



£VERY CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY

Uniform Price, 2/6 net (2/10, or 75 cts., post frec).

How to Bring Men'to Christ. A practical guide by an
expert. Dr. R. A. Torrey. :

How to Study The Bible for the Greatest Profit. By an
expert. Dr. R. A. Torrey. i

‘Hymns of Terstcegen. Translated by France; Bevan.
Sweet and saintly songs. - .

‘The Gospel of the Son of God, from the Standpoint of the
Student. By Wm. Gilmore. Quite New Studses sn John’s
Gospel.

“The Feasts of the Lord: Their Spiritual and Prophetic
Significance. By A.J.Holiday. With Coloured Chart.

From Hecart to Heart. Edifying and refreshing selections
from the ministry of Dr. Thomas Neatby.

God Over All, in the Ages of Time, Events of To-day,
Aflairs of Men, and in MY Life. By A. T. Schofield, M.D.,
M.B.C.S. , etc. , Harley Street, London.

Every Chyistian’s POCKET Library.

‘The Beatitudes. Meditations on Matthew §, as they “present
the Saviour’s character.’”’ By Andrew Miller.

Christian Standing in various aspects before God, the Church,
and the World. By Andrew Miller. B

The Grace and ‘Glory of God. Meditations on the Gospe)
of the Old and New Testaments. By Andrew Miller. )

Foundations of the Faith. Once for all delivered ‘to the
Saints. By J. R. Caldwell. Vital and Helpful.

The Spiritual Guide. Words of Blessing and of Peace. By
Dr. Miguel de Molinos, Italy.
The Seven Sayings of Christ on the Cross, and then'
Spiritual Significance. D. Anderson-Berry, M.D., F.R.S.
The World and Its God. < A Treatise which has revolutlomsed
the thoughts of many. By Philip Mauro.

Royal Records of Divine Conquests to encourage endeavour,
stimulate sinners, glorify God. By W. Luf.

Things to Come. Great Events of Prophecy. By J. R. Caldwell.
Specially commended by Dr. Torrey, Los Angeles.

To be added at earliest.

The Tabernacle’s Typical Teachin% Entirely New.
Studies on God’s Model. By A. J. Pollock.

‘Bible Study and Bible Marking. A Handbook for Young
Christians and Bible Students generally. By J. A. Sinclair.

‘The Twelve Mysteries of the Bible— Their Solution and
Significance. By W. E. Vine.

Revelation Made Plain. The book—a sublime and simple
unfolding of Christ. By Geo. Hucklesby.
New Titles are advertised in The Wiincss as they appear.

The Witness has been issued for 50 years, is welcomed by
over 20,000 readers in all parts of the world, and is sent
post free to any address for 2/6 per year. Free Specimen
copies on application. .

PICKERING & INGLIS, 14 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4;
229 Bothwell Street, Glasgow; 75 Princes Street, Edinburgh.



Every Bible Lover should order regularly
The STANDARD BI1BLICAL MONTILY.

Issucd regularly on the ist of each month for more than 50
Years without a break,and rend month ‘by month bY over
20,000 Readers in all parts of the Eng}lsh-spe'\king world.

24 ENLARGED PAces, Montury, TworeNcE,

An Unfettered Journal of Biblical Literature, Practicat
Papers, Expositions, Answers, Intelligence, etc.

Editor: HyY. PICKERRING.

Trath in Love; or, All the Word of God for all the Peoplc
of God has been the motto of the paper since its commencoment
byDowArn Ross in 1870, whilst edited by J. R, CaLnpweLL irom

1876 to 1914, and is steadfastly continued by the prosent
Editor:

Month by Month there is given Edifying Expositions of
various portions of the Word of God; Practical Papers on
many phases ,of Christian Work; Devotional Thoughts {rom
the writings of well-known men of God; Voices from the Vine-
{_ard—home and abroad; Suggestive Toglcs for Preachers and

eachers; Correqpondence on themes of doctrinal and practical
interest, and helpful all-round ministry.

Current Events dealing with some of the great problems
facing thegbeliever and the Church, Burning Questions for
Students, and *‘Questions and Answers” on subjects of general
interest to all saints aré dealt with 1n each issue. .

Witnessing in many Lands; Stirrlng events in Heathen
Lands; Recordsof Revival in Engllsh-speaklng Lands; Notices
of the Home-call of well-known Christians; Contributions to
and Intelligence of work on +Faith lines in very many parts
of the World.

How to obtain. The Wisness will be sent post free to any
address in the whole world at the following rates for one vear ;
1 Copy. 2/6; 2 Copies, 5/;-3, 7/6; 4, 9/6; 68 or more at 2/3
each, post free. In American Currency' 1 Copy, 78 cents;
2 Coples, $1.25; 3, $1.87; 4, $2.37; 6 or more, 58 cents
each, p.f. Dollar Bills or Britxsh Australian New Zealand,
American, Canadian Postage Stamps received in payment.

Put a square like this, with name and address on post card,
send to PICKERING & INGus GrLAsGow, and you will receive
Jree specimen copies per return of pasl soas to Judge of its valua.

PICKERING & INGLIS,
Printers and Publishers, 14 PATRRNOSTER Row, Lownon,E.C.4
229 SorrweLL St., GLASGOw; 75 PriNcEs St., EDINBURGH,
And may be ordered through most Booksellers.
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